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LAW OFFICES OF

Rosenberg, Eisenberg 
& Associates, LLC

815-947-3445 841 E. North Ave. 
Hwy 20 East Stockton, IL

WWW.RICHARDROSENBERGLAW.COM

• Car Accidents

• Slip / Trip & Fall

• Medical 
   Malpractice

• Wrongful Death

• Personal Injury

• Job Accidents

• Product Injuries

Personal Injury
Workers Compensation

Nursing Home Abuse & Neglect

No Charge Unless 
Recovery is Made

LAW OFFICES OF

Rosenberg, Eisenberg & Associates, LLC

815-947-3445 841 E. North Ave. Hwy 20 East Stockton, IL
www.richardrosenberglaw.com

• Personal Injury

• Job Accidents

• Product Injuries
Personal Injury - Workers Compensation 

Nursing Home Abuse & Neglect

No Charge Unless Recovery is Made

• Car Accidents

• Slip / Trip & Fall

• Wrongful Death

• Medical Malpractice

370778

APPLY ONLINE

With CSB, owning your own home is
just a click away!

It's quick and easy to get started with our online
mortgage application available 24/7 at
www.csbnow.com!

www.csbnow.com

Lena: 815-369-4524 Stockton: 815-947-3366
Freeport: 815-801-4524

NMLS #740680

372955

By Jerry Nowicki
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

 Another 3.2 million Americans 
filed for unemployment during the 
week ending May 2, including more 
than 74,476 Illinoisans.

 That brought the total number of 
insured unemployed for that week to 
697,443 in Illinois, according to the 
U.S. Department of Labor estimates, 
while the total number of jobless 

claims since mid-March grew to 33.3 
million nationwide.

 The numbers represent roughly 
11 percent of Illinois’ civilian labor 
force and 15 percent of the nation’s 
workforce.

 Last week’s 74,000 filings were 
fewer than the 81,000 filings the 
week prior, and down considerably 
from the peak of more than 200,000 
during the week ending April 4. The 

Salvation Army helps 
provide thousands of 
meals during COVID-19

 The Salvation Army continues to 
adjust services in collaborating with 
other area organizations feeling the 
effects of ever-growing food insecu-
rity concerns.

 Unfortunately, according to a 
news release, social distancing has 
distanced communities from the 
funds needed to continue to provide 
for the unforeseen needs during this 
crisis.

 Although the Salvation Army’s 
Freeport offices are closed to the 
public, the Corps continues to pro-
vide meals and emergency pantry or-
ders from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. week-
days.

 “The Salvation Army has served 
Stephenson County and surrounding 
areas for more than 140 years and 
plays a vital, ongoing role in build-
ing sustaining community” Capt. Jim 
Brickson said in the release, asking 
residents to help fight for good in 
Freeport.

 The Freeport Salvation Army, 
which serves Stephenson, Jo Da-
viess, Carroll and Ogle counties, 

has been providing thousands of 
meals weekly since the onset of the 
COVID-19 virus began to plague the 
United States. 

 But this effort isn’t just for those 
who suffer from food insecurity, but 
those essential public workers who 
need a little boost.

 The Salvation Army’s emergency 
disaster crew is working closely with 
NICCA Golden Meals, and The Holy 
Smoke BBQ crew is serving those 
essential workers in the Freeport 
area.

 “Most notably the Salvation Army 
has provided services longer than 
any other local organization,” Advi-
sory Board member Cal Wescott said 
in the news release. “Often, they are 
a silent provider.”

 The organizations seek finan-
cial support to offset the increasing 
services they have been providing. 
Financial support can be as easy 
dropping off cash or a check to the 
Salvation Army at 106 W. Exchange 
St. or Golden Meals, at 524 W. Ste-
phenson, in Freeport. 

Unemployment numbers, 
GOP legislators’ ire rise

Illinois Department of Employment 
Security announced May 7 that it has 
processed more than 1 million claims 
since March 1.

 “The devastation this pandemic 
has wreaked upon our economy, the 
economy of the United States and 
that of the world, is mind boggling,” 
Gov. JB Pritzker said in his daily 
COVID-19 briefing May 7. “The 
swiftness and immediacy of its 
economic impact has never been seen 
before.”

 The numbers continue to grow 
while states around the country 
contemplate the best plan for 
reopening their economies as the 
novel coronavirus pandemic appears 
to be in the middle of a plateau.

 Gov. JB Pritzker’s “Restore 
Illinois” plan, which he says is backed 
by science and epidemiologists, has 
faced criticism from Republican 
lawmakers for moving too slowly to 
get the state working again.

 “Until we have a vaccine or 
an effective treatment or enough 
widespread immunity that new cases 
fail to materialize, the option of 
returning to normalcy doesn’t exist,” 
Pritzker said in unveiling the plan 
May 5. “That means we have to learn 
how to live with COVID-19 until it 
can be vanquished.”

 Pritzker’s plan separates the state 
into four regions by grouping the 
state’s various medical districts and 
sets timelines and benchmarks that 
must be met for a region to move into 
the next of five phases.

 All of Illinois is currently in the 

second, or “flattening,” phase. The 
earliest a region can enter stage three 
is May 29, and it would have to have 
a test positivity rate of below 20 
percent for 14 days, as well as 28 days 
without an increase in COVID-19 
hospitalizations. Hospitals in the 
region also would need a 14-percent 
surge capacity.

 To reach the final phase in which 
large events are allowed and all 
sectors of the economy are open, there 
will need to be a widely available 
vaccine, treatment or no new cases of 
the virus.

 House Republicans on May 6 
called for a legislative session to 
debate the merits of a more localized 
reopening strategy, claiming 
Pritzker’s plan will kill Illinois 
small businesses, particularly in the 
hospitality industry.

 “Our state cannot survive this way, 
businesses, the employers cannot 
survive this,” House Minority Leader 
Jim Durkin, R-Western Springs, said 
in a videoconference.

 Democratic leaders have not 
yet indicated they have plans to 
call a legislative session to address 
reopening. House Speaker Michael 
Madigan said in a statement May 6 
that the health of lawmakers, staff 
and the public would be paramount 
when deciding when to return for 
session.

 “While I am eager to see a return 
to normalcy, we are talking about 
people’s lives, and any plan for a 
return to Springfield must have the 
health and safety of all those involved 

as a top priority, including the 
communities the members represent,” 
Madigan said in the statement.

 The 74,000 filings were fewer than 
the 81,000 filings the week prior and 
were down considerably from the 
peak of more than 200,000 during the 
week ending on April 4.

 Pritzker has faced continued 
criticism from Republican lawmakers 
for long wait times and other 
reported problems with the state’s 
unemployment filing system. While 
the governor said its capacity has been 
upped to handle an unprecedented 
number of calls, Republicans in the 
videoconference May 6 detailed a 
steady flow of calls to their offices 
regarding issues with unemployment.

 Rep. Avery Bourne, 
R-Morrisonville, said one constituent 
told her she called IDES 157 times 
before finally getting through.

 “This is really a broken, broken 
system,” Bourne said.

 Pritzker said May 7 his office has 
worked to deal with years of state 
government disinvestment in the 
department, which has 500 fewer 
employees than it did when the Great 
Recession hit in 2008-2009.

 “This historic number of claims 
has also led to historic levels of 
benefits being paid out,” Pritzker 
said. “In the first four months of 
2020, Illinois has paid out over $2 
billion in claims. That’s $500 million 
more than what was paid out in all 12 
months of 2019.”

See UNEMPLOYMENT, Page 7
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THANK YOU to our 
family and friends for 
everything that made 
our 60th anniversary 
so special. So many 
cards, calls, texts, 
money, gift cards, 

cookies, cinnamon 
rolls and such 

beautiful floral and 
plant arrangements. 

You are truly a 
blessing. God Bless.

Luane and Marce
373346

This Grandma 
and Grandson 
share the same 

birthday on

May 15th.
Happy 18th 

Kade Chrisman 
and

77th Kristie Flynn!!

We love you!
373350

Thank You
I wish to give a heartfelt thank you 

for all the cards, plants, flowers, 
phone calls and mostly all the 
prayers since returning home 

from OSF St. Anthony’s after my 
car accident.

After 2 months everything is 
coming along fine and I’m feeling 

good again.
The Lena, Pearl City Area is a 

wonderful place to live with many 
thoughtful and kind people.

Trudie Schuler
373564

How will we heal agri-food system?
State must find a way to overcome ingrained barriers, 

self-interests to accelerate its future
By Bob Easter, Richard Guebert Jr. 
and Theresa E. Mintle
ILLINOIS AGRI-FOOD ALLIANCE

 In the midst of a global health 
crisis, the agri-food sector is 
pressing forward determined to 
do what it does best — feed the 
world. After all, empty grocery 
store shelves don’t simply restock 
themselves. 

 COVID-19, however, is rapidly 
exposing our food system’s 
susceptibilities and disconnects. 
Could this pandemic catalyze a 
rethinking and transformation of 
the current centralized model? With 
an outsized stake in the outcome, 
Illinois would be wise to consider. 

 Under normal circumstances, the 
modern-day food system operates 
with efficiency via a “just enough, 
just in time” lean inventory model 
supported by a global trade system. 
By design, it provides a diverse 
array of abundant, low-cost food and 
agriculture-derived products sourced 
around the world and catered to 
consumer demands. 

 Illinois plays an influential role 
in this globally integrated system. 
Our fertile farmland and geographic 
location have transformed the state 
into a critical production, logistics 
and transshipment point of food, 
feed, fuel and fiber. 

 We rank in the top 5 nationally in 
the production of soy, corn and hogs 
and are a leader in agricultural and 
processed food exports.

 Chicago and its environs are 
home to leading businesses driving 
global commodity trading, food 
processing and manufacturing, 
food distribution and retail and 
supporting services. 

 Accolades aside, COVID-19 
quickly has illustrated our reliance 
on a centralized supply chain. When 
one segment breaks, disastrous 
feedbacks occur. Illinois’ top 
commodities are seeing a rapid 
tailspin in market prices. Our dairy 
producers are being forced to dump 
thousands of gallons of milk a day. 
For beef and pork, where meat 
processing is heavily consolidated, 
the shuttering of facilities amid 

virus outbreaks present farmers 
throughout the state with limited 
options.

 Meanwhile, as unemployment 
and hunger rise, food banks cite 
scarcities and inadequate capacity. 

 Apart from the pandemic, other 
systemic challenges have long 
infected Illinois’ agri-food sector. 
The state imports 96 percent of its 
fresh fruit and vegetables. Sector-
facing businesses continually 
face an uphill battle in securing 
a robust workforce. Degraded 
and underinvested infrastructure 
is crippling capacity to store 
and transport products. Rural 
communities lack broadband 
in an era dependent on digital 
connectivity. 

 When COVID-19 subsides, 
the challenges and inequities it 
caused and revealed will not simply 
disappear. 

 The pressure to return to business 
as usual must be abandoned in 
pursuit of a different kind of 
approach that emphasizes resilience, 
sustainability and equitability across 
the value chain. 

 In the era of COVID-19, Illinois 
must avoid “business as usual,” 
form unconventional partnerships 
and accelerate efforts to develop 
a more resilient, sustainable and 
equitable food system.

 The world is quickly evolving 
to a new norm, and the complexity 
of problems it faces will continue 
to emerge with ever-increasing 
intensity. Sustaining the future of 
Illinois’ vibrant agri-food economy 
is contingent upon adapting our food 
system to meet modern needs. 

 To achieve this, transformative 
collaboration will be required. 
Individuals and businesses will need 
to form unconventional partnerships 
to iteratively generate new ideas, 
innovations and processes that 
address the most pressing challenges 
of our time. 

 We already have seen some 
notable examples. The Chicago 
Park District teamed up with the 
Illinois Soybean Association and 
Indigenous Energy to produce 

hand sanitizer. The Integrated 
Bioprocessing Research Laboratory 
at the University of Illinois is doing 
the same for Chicago-area hospitals. 
Illinois Farm Bureau and its county 
affiliates are securing donations 
to support food pantries across 
the state. A coalition of Chicago-
based corporations supported by 
The Chicago Community Trust is 
working to identify food distribution 
challenges and meet them with local 
solutions. Regional food system 
champions, including the Chicago 
Food Policy Action Council, Fresh 
Taste and the Illinois Stewardship 
Alliance, are working together to 
mitigate local market disruptions. 

 These types of novel 
collaborations need to be sustained 
and enhanced going forward. In the 
near-term, efforts must continue 
to concentrate on ensuring health 
safety, food supply and continuity 
across the supply chain. In the 
long-term, we need cross-sector 
engagement to re-imagine our food 
system with focus on reducing 
supply chain complexities, 
inefficiencies and inequalities 
inherent in its current design. 

 No one individual or entity is 
equipped with the resources to 
navigate these turbulent times. 
Given the scale of its agri-food 
sector, Illinois must find the 
fortitude to overcome ingrained 
barriers and self-interests to 
accelerate its future. Healing the 
fissures COVID-19 is amplifying 
will require radical collaboration. 
Only in a meaningful partnership 
will Illinois foster the capacity to 
create the resilient food system 
needed in today’s disruptive 
landscape. 

 Bob Easter is chair of the Illinois 
Agri-Food Alliance and president 
emeritus of the University of Illinois. 
Rich Guebert Jr. is vice-chair of 
the Illinois Agri-Food Alliance 
and president of the Illinois Farm 
Bureau. Theresa E. Mintle is vice-
chair of the Illinois Agri-Food 
Alliance and interim vice chancellor 
for public and government affairs at 
the University of Illinois at Chicago. 

S.T.A.R. initiative 
reaches 83,000 acres

Agricultural conservation program 
ready for more growth in 2020 season
 More and more farmers and landowners are using the free S.T.A.R. 

tool to improve their operations and better protect their land and our 
environment for the long term.

 The S.T.A.R. initiative, short for Saving Tomorrow’s Agriculture 
Resources, is an innovative conservation program in Illinois and several 
other states that helps farmers and landowners track how well they are 
caring for our soil and water while producing their crops, via the free, 
handy S.T.A.R. field evaluation tool.

 S.T.A.R. was created by the Champaign County Soil and Water 
Conservation District in 2017 to meet the agricultural goals in the state’s 
nutrient loss reduction strategy plan.

 That plan, developed by the state’s Department of Agriculture and 
Environmental Protection Agency, lays out a comprehensive suite of 
best management practices for reducing nutrient loads from wastewater 
treatment plants and urban and agricultural run-off. Similar strategies have 
been developed by 11 other states in the Mississippi River Basin since 
2015.

 • In 2019, 214 participants used S.T.A.R. on 1,175 fields for a total of 
83,592 acres in Illinois.

 • About 90 percent of 5-star fields were planted under no-till or strip till 
management and planted a winter hardy cover crop.

 • And farmers and landowners in 70 Illinois counties and four other 
states are now using S.T.A.R.

 Eric Rademacher, who farms in Gifford, Ill., has used the S.T.A.R. tool 
since 2017.

 “S.T.A.R.’s a way to confirm some of the practices we are implementing 
and see the other options out there. It’s great to have a standardized ranking 
of where you line up,” Rademacher said in a news release.

 S.T.A.R. participants complete a field form that is scored by a local 
reviewer, usually the SWCD office, which then assigns points for 
everything from the cover crops used on acreage, to the kinds of fertilizer 
used for nutrient management at different points before and during the 
growing season, to various possible conservation practices used on that 
field to prevent run-off into nearby water sources.

 S.T.A.R. uses a science committee of university researchers and other 
experts to ensure the field forms accurately represent nutrient loss reduction 
and how those affect the natural resources of the state. Fields are then 
ranked on the 5-star scale, and participants can receive a sign for their fields 
to identify their S.T.A.R. designation.

 The program touts several key benefits for more participation: 
decreasing nutrient loss from the soil, improving water quality, helping 
farmers show their stewardship, increasing farm resilience and positioning 
farms for future market opportunities.

 “Our experience with S.T.A.R. farmers is they never realized how 
easy it can be to prevent runoff and protect our water supplies, and how 
important it is to take the extra time to plan for and execute a sustainable 
farming strategy on their acreage,” said Bruce Henrikson, S.T.A.R. 
program coordinator through CCSWCD.

 “We hope to show more farmers that conservation practices are not a 
luxury for farms with economic means, but a natural, necessary investment 
in the health of our soil, our water and our state,” Henrikson said.

 S.T.A.R. is encouraging interested farmers to prepare to enroll their 
acreage in the 2020 program as planting time arrives. Participating is free 
and as simple as completing a field form at www.starfreetool.com.

 Paper field forms also are available for download from the site; 2020 
field forms will be available starting July 1 through next February.

In our opinion
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B & J CONSTRUCTION
• Log Homes • New Homes • Remodeling

Bruce
MARCURE
815-947-2709

Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

JA
BT

AJo
Daviess

Area
Builders

Trade Assoc.

61192

800-373-5550 • ClearyBuilding.com

FEATURING:
YOU CAN RELY ON CLEARY - A warranty or 

promise is only as good as the company that backs it up!

EXCEPTIONAL PRICING - We're In This Together!
AGRICULTURE • SUBURBAN • COMMERCIAL • HOME • HORSE • UNIQUE

•  Debt Free
•  Best Warranties
•  We Manufacture & 
       Construct Our Product
•  Custom Designs & 
       In-House Engineering

There is more to Cleary than just a pickup truck. 

FEATURING: promise is only as good as the company that backs it up!

•  Debt Free
•  Best Warranties
•  We Manufacture 
       Construct Our Product
•  Custom Designs 
       In-House Engineering

There is more to Cleary than just a pickup truck.There is more to Cleary than just a pickup truck.Contact us 
for a FREE 
consultation!

Oregon, IL
815-732-9101
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The Shopper’s Guide
Will Be Featuring This Year’s 

Lena Town Garage Sales
NOW To Be Held  Friday, June 26 &

Saturday, June 27, 2020
If you have any questions, 
Call Cyndee Stiefel 

Today at 815-369-4112
or email 

lenaads@rvpublishing.com

Name ___________________________________
Address _________________________________
 ________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________

Sign Up Now! Registration Form

IncludesMap & Advertising 
in  The Shopper’s Guide & The Scoop Today

Bring form to The Shopper’s Guide along 
with payment or mail to: 

The Shopper’s Guide,
213 S. Center St., Lena, IL 61048

$13.00 

MUST BE PREPAID

Include address  and 

garage sale items in boxes 

below. 1 letter per box. 

Including spaces between 

words and punctuation.

Deadline to sign up is 4 p.m. on Wednesday, June 17
Please Sign Up EARLY. Early Registration is Appreciated!!

371694

POSTPONED - NEW DATES!!

Include address in boxes below

Text line providing support during COVID-19 pandemic
 The Illinois Department of Human Services (IDHS) 

is reminding state residents about the Illinois Helpline, 
a resource for residents who need emotional support 
or quick answers to questions during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

 Illinoisans can text “talk” to 55-2020 (or “hablar” 
for Spanish) for the Call4Calm service, or text 
their questions about services provided by IDHS in 
communities across the state. 

 The text line is free of charge and designed to 
support residents who have questions about services or 
who are experiencing stress.

 In addition to the Call4Calm service, the text 
number can help Illinoisans find help and guidance on 
other critical issues during the pandemic. Residents 
can text keywords such as unemployment,” “food” or 
“shelter” to 55-2020 to receive additional information 
in response.

 “We wanted to remind Illinoisans they can text 
55-2020 for a listening ear and support for hardships 
they may currently be experiencing,” said Grace Hou, 
Secretary of IDHS. “People who need help are not 
alone during this unprecedented challenge. We are here 
for you and can answer many questions you may have 
about available services.”

 Once a resident texts “talk” to the helpline, within 
24 hours they will receive a call from a counselor 

employed by a local community mental health center to 
provide support. Calls are anonymous.

 Since Gov. Pritzker announced Call4Calm on 
April 11, nearly 2,000 individuals have texted the 
helpline. There are 62 community mental health centers 
supporting the Call4Calm service.

 In addition to their training as mental health 
professionals, every counselor has received additional 
resources, including tips for parenting during the Stay-
at-Home order, materials for individuals experiencing 
or at risk of violence at home, and other suggestions 
for reducing stress and coping with social isolation, 
loneliness, fear, and other emotions related to the 
current situation. 

 The Division of Mental Health at IDHS continues 
to monitor potential sources of information and further 
training for counselors and will share updated resources 
and guidance for everyone who provides emotional 
support calls in order to offer the best service possible.

 The Illinois Helpline also includes direct links to 
suicide prevention phone and text lines, as well as 
domestic violence phone and text lines. The Illinois 
Helpline is not a crisis line. If you or someone else 
needs immediate assistance, call 9-1-1.

 Illinoisans always can visit www.dhs.illinois.gov/
HelpIsHere or call 833-2-FIND-HELP (833-234-6343) 
for access to IDHS benefits, services and supports.

Illinois tops single-day 
COVID-19 test record 
By Ben Orner
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

 Illinois continues to increase its 
COVID-19 testing capacity, setting a 
one-day record on Friday with more 
than 20,000 tests completed in the state 
during the previous 24 hours.

 The Illinois Department of Public 
Health reported on Friday that 20,671 
tests for COVID-19 were completed 
the previous day, bringing the state’s 
total to 399,741, which is about 3 
percent of Illinois’ population.

 “Illinois has made important and 
measurable progress in growing our 
daily test numbers, today for the first 
time exceeding 20,000 tests,” Gov. JB 
Pritzker said at his daily COVID-19 
briefing in Chicago.

 The governor said Illinois had 244 
public testing sites, up from 177 just a 
week earlier. Those sites include seven 
state-run, drive-thru sites, “which are 
now collectively taking over 3,000 
specimens per day.” He said three new 
drive-thru sites would be set up this 
week.

 Pritzker also said as of May 6 
that Illinois ranked second among 
the 10 most populous states in tests 
completed per capita in the past week, 
and it ranked fifth out of all 50 states in 
total tests completed since COVID-19 
came to America.

 “Even if we’re one of the best states 
in the nation on testing, we know it’s 
not enough to be where we need to be 
on a longer time frame,” the governor 
said.

 Pritzker said the state is expecting 
a shipment of 620,000 testing swabs 
and 465,000 vials of viral transport 
medium, or VTM, to arrive from the 
federal government by the end of May.

 He said the first shipment was 
initially due the first week of May but 
was expected on Sunday.  Pritzker, 
often a critic of the federal response, 
said the materials are “an important 
part of our further testing growth.”

 “Testing is fundamental to our 
ability to reopen the economy while 
controlling the spread of the virus,” he 
said. “That’s what it takes to keep the 
public safe.”

 Accompanying Pritzker at Friday’s 
briefing was Dr. Aaron Rossi, CEO 

of Reditus Laboratories in Pekin, 
which has been heavily involved in the 
ramping up of COVID-19 testing in 
Illinois.

 Reditus operates a 24/7 private lab 
processing up to 4,000 coronavirus 
tests from drive-thru locations as 
well as Heartland Health in Peoria. 
Rossi said the company has hired 75 
employees in the last few weeks to 
help with testing.

 “Our goal is to continue to support 
the governor to reopen the state by 
providing access to testing to the best 
of our efforts, and to get life back to 
what we remembered before and 
trying to open the state up as quickly as 
possible,” Rossi said.

 IDPH on Friday also reported 2,887 
new cases of COVID-19, making for a 
14-percent positivity rate for the tests 
completed in the previous 24 hours, the 
lowest recorded since March. 

 One of the contingencies for a 
region to move to the next phase of the 
state’s reopening plan is for it to have a 
positivity rate below 20 percent for 14 
straight days.

 The state also announced 130 more 
COVID-19-related deaths.

 While Friday was the first time 
that four consecutive days had seen 
more than 100 deaths, IDPH Director 
Dr. Ngozi Ezike said that does not 
necessarily indicate a trend.

 “If you look at our averages per 
week, we definitely have hit a peak 
of deaths, maybe two weeks, maybe a 
week ago,” she said at the briefing. “So 
I don’t think overall this is one of our 
heaviest weeks, even though there may 
have been a cluster of deaths that were 
reported that seem high four days in a 
row.”

 At that point there had been 73,760 
total COVID-19 cases in the state that 
resulted in 3,241 deaths.

 Pope County, in far southern 
Illinois, reported its first case of the 
disease on Friday. Only four of Illinois’ 
102 counties had yet to report a case.

 As of midnight, 4,750 people 
in Illinois were hospitalized with 
COVID-19, while 1,222 (about 25 
percent) of them were in an intensive 
care unit. Of those, 727 were on 
ventilators.
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Sending a giant “thank you” 
to our local heroes!

Deb Brown
206 N Washington St | Lena, IL 61048
815-369-2881
deb.brown@countryfinancial.com
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From Lena’s Kitchen

 I guess we are in Week 7 if you 
started with the first week in April. 
Mother’s Day has come and gone, 
and we are racing toward the middle 
of the month. This week’s recipes are 
again a medley of things for spring 
cooking. If you are looking for some 
unique rhubarb dishes, I have some 
this week.

 The first recipe in this salute to 
spring is a pasta salad made with 
peas. You can substitute small shells 
for the macaroni if you want a differ-
ent pasta shape. Enjoy this pasta and 
pea mix.

Spring Pea Pasta
2 T. olive oil
4 cloves, garlic minced
¼ t. crushed red pepper
1½ C. fresh or thawed frozen peas
1 C. whipping cream
1 C. shredded Parmesan cheese, 

plus more for garnish
2 T. unsalted butter
½ lb. elbow macaroni, cooked ac-

cording to package directions
1 lemon, zested and juiced
¼ t. salt
 In a large skillet, heat oil, garlic 

and red pepper over medium heal; 
cook until fragrant, 2 to 3 minutes. 
Stir in peas, cream cheese and butter 
and bring to a low boil.  Cook until 
peas are tender and sauce is slightly 
thickened, about 5 minutes. Remove 
from heat and stir in pasta, lemon 
zest and juice and salt. Garnish with 
Parmesan.

Rhubarb Chutney
Chutney is used mostly as a con-

diment to pork, chicken or turkey. It 
is also a good side. If you are using 
frozen rhubarb, measure the amount 
you need and then let it thaw in a col-
ander to get rid of excess moisture. 
If you have never had chutney, you 
might want to give it a try.

¼ C. sugar
1/3 C. cider vinegar
1 T. minced garlic
¾ t. ground ginger
½ t. ground cumin
½ t. cinnamon
¼ t. red pepper flakes
1/8 t. cloves
4 C. coarsely chopped fresh or fro-

zen rhubarb, thawed
½ C. chopped red onion
½ C. golden raisins
1 t. red food coloring (optional)
In a large saucepan, combine the 

sugar, vinegar, garlic, ginger, cum-
in, cinnamon, red pepper flakes and 
cloves. Bring to a boil. Reduce heat, 
simmer, uncovered until sugar is dis-
solved, about 2 minutes.

Add the rhubarb, onion and rai-
sins. Cook and stir over medium 
heat until the rhubarb is tender and 
mixture is slightly thickened, 5 to 10 
minutes. Stir in red food coloring if 
desired. Cool completely. Store in 
the refrigerator.  

Chunky Rhubarb Applesauce
Adding rhubarb to applesauce is 

a good way to make rhubarb into 
something other than a sweet/tart 
dessert. You can keep it in the refrig-
erator for a couple of weeks.

1 lb. rhubarb, trimmed and cut into 
½ inch chunks

2 lbs. tart apples, peeled and cut 
into ½ inch chunks

½ to 1 C. sugar
¼ t. cinnamon
1/8 t. nutmeg
Place rhubarb, apples and sugar to 

taste in a large saucepan. Cover and 
simmer until fruit is tender, about 40 
minutes. Stir in cinnamon and nut-

The not so skinny cook

meg. Serve warm or cold.
 

Zesty Beef Fajitas
These fajitas are a great weeknight 

dinner. They do require a little plan-
ning ahead because of marinating the 
steak. You can make the marinated 
steak the night before, refrigerate and 
then put everything together pretty 
quickly.

½ t. lime zest
1/3 C. fresh limejuice
¼ C. pineapple juice
4 T. olive oil, divided
2 T. Worcestershire sauce
1 T. minced garlic
3 t. salt, divided
2 t. ground cumin
2 t. paprika
¼ t. crushed red pepper
1 flank steak (2 to 3 lb.)
1 pkg. small fajita flour tortillas
1 medium white onion, sliced
1 medium red onion, sliced
1 large green pepper, sliced
1 large red pepper sliced
3 limes, halves
In a large, shallow dish, whisk to-

gether lime zest and juice, pineapple 
juice, 3 T. oil, Worcestershire, garlic, 
2 t. salt, cumin, paprika and crushed 
red pepper. Add the steak, turning 
to coat. Cover and refrigerate for at 
least 2 hours or overnight.

Remove steak from dish, discard-
ing marinade. Pat the steak dry. Re-
frigerate for 30 minutes. Heat a 10-
inch cast iron skillet over high heat. 
Add tortillas to skillet one at a time 
and cook, turning occasionally, until 
lightly browned.

Wrap tortillas in foil to keep warm. 
Add steak to skillet; cook for 3 min-
utes per side for medium-rare or 
until your degree of doneness. Re-
move from heat. Cover with foil and 
let stand for 5 minutes. Thinly slice 
steak against the grain.

In a large bowl, toss together on-
ions, bell peppers, remaining table-
spoon of oil and remaining teaspoon 
of salt. Cook in the same skillet over 
medium heat until caramelized, 2 to 
3 minutes. Place lime halves, cut side 
down in skillet; cook until browned, 
1 to 2 minutes. 

Serve steak and vegetables with 
warm tortillas and charred limes. 
Top with your choice of any of these: 
guacamole, sour cream, salsa, fresh 
cilantro leaves and shredded Ched-
dar cheese.

Cheesy Chicken and Rice 
Casserole

This casserole is an easy one to 
put together because you can cook 
the rice ahead of time and shred the 
chicken the night before. Serve this 
with a salad and some bread or muf-
fins and you have a great meal in no 
time at all.

¼ C. unsalted butter
1½ C. chopped sweet onion
1 C. chopped red pepper
3 cloves garlic, minced
1 T. flour
1 C. chicken stock
½ C dry white wine
¼ C. whipping cream
1½ C. grated fresh Parmesan 

cheese, divided
1 t. salt
½ t. poultry seasoning
½ t. black pepper
3 C. shredded rotisserie chicken
2 C. cooked long-grain rice
1 ½ C. frozen peas
¼ C. chopped fresh parsley
Preheat the oven to 450. In a large 

skillet, melt butter over medium heat. 
Add onion, bell pepper and garlic. 
Cook until vegetables are tender, 
about 3 minutes.

Whisk in flour; cook, whisking 
constantly, for 1 minute. Gradual-
ly whisk in stock, wine and cream; 
bring to a boil. Reduce heat to medi-
um-low and stir in 1 cup of cheese, 
salt, poultry seasoning and pepper 
until cheese is melted and sauce is 
thickened, about 5 minutes.

Stir in chicken, rice, peas, and 
parsley. Spoon mixture into an 
11-by-7-inch baking dish that has 
been sprayed with cooking spray. 
Sprinkle with remaining ½ cup of 
cheese. Bake until bubbly and light-
ly browned, about 25 minutes. Let 
stand for 10 minutes before serving.

 
Rhubarb Tarts

This time of year you do need to 
have a dessert recipe made of rhu-
barb. This one is easy because you 
use refrigerated piecrusts. It is a great 
one to serve at a dinner party for sev-
eral people. Enjoy these unique “lit-
tle” pies.

1 C. chopped rhubarb
¾ C. powdered sugar, divided
1 pkg. (2.25 oz.) sliced almonds
2 T. butter, cubed
1 egg yolk
1 refrigerated piecrust
2 oz. cream cheese, softened

Preheat oven to 350. Microwave 
rhubarb and 2 T. sugar in a micro-
wavable bowl on high for 2 minutes 
and stir. Drain, reserving liquid. 
Cool.

Use the pulsing action of the food 
processor to process nuts and ½ cup 
of the remaining sugar until the nuts 
are finely ground. Add butter and egg 
yolk and process until blended.

Unroll piecrust onto a lightly 
floured surface. Cut 16 rounds with 
a 2½-inch cookie cutter, re-rolling 
scraps as necessary. Use to line 16 
mini muffin pan cups sprayed with 
cooking spray. Spoon drained rhu-
barb into pastry cups. Top with nut 
mixture. Bake 18 to 20 minutes or 
until golden brown. Cool 5 minutes 
before removing cups from pan. 
Cool slightly.

 Whisk cream cheese and remain-
ing sugar until blended. Stir in 1 T. 
of the reserved rhubarb liquid. Spoon 
over filled pasty cups,

Closing thoughts
 So another week is coming to an 

end. My mind is racing in many di-
rections, so I hope that you don’t get 
dizzy with my final thoughts. 

 If you are lucky enough to have 
your mom, I hope you were able to 
talk to her this past weekend. I know 
that it was very different having to 
use social media, send cards (a lost 
art) and send candy and flowers. 

 We can mark another holiday that 
was totally different than most of us 
have ever seen. I see more people go 
by when I am sitting in my driveway, 
so people are taking advantage of the 
loosening of the rules. I got my deck 
washed, so hopefully I can get the 
furniture out.  It is not supposed to 
be nice enough to sit out there. I am 
counting on the fact that these nasty 
days will give way to some warmer 
weather.

 We will have Memorial Day in 
another two weeks. I see that parades 
already are being canceled. I know 
several friends who have planted 
their gardens. I am hoping that they 
will have an abundant crop and will 
share. 

 Several of my former students are 
doing residencies and internships in 
the health field. When I feel sorry for 
myself, I start to pray for their safe-
ty. I have stopped watching the news 
because I need to stay positive. And 
so we will have another week of en-
forced stay-at-home.

 I know I will be cooking again, 
and I hope you will, too. Stay safe 
and keep your heart and mind strong. 
And if you have found any spring 
recipes you think we would like, 
contact us in person, by mail at From 
Lena’s Kitchens, Shopper’s Guide, 
213 S. Center St., or email to scoop-
shopper@rvpublishing.com. 

LOCAL NEWS ON-LINE
rvpnews.

com
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Freeport, IL 61032
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If You Aren’t at Your Last Job ...
Why Is Your 401(k)?

At Edward Jones, we can explain 
options for your 401(k), including 
leaving the money in your former 
employer’s plan, moving it to your new 
employer’s plan, rolling it over to an 
Individual Retirement Account (IRA) or 
cashing out the account subject to tax 
consequences.

To learn more, call today.

Obituaries

LOIS SWALVE
Lois Louise Swalve, 92, of Shan-

non, IL, passed away Wednesday, 
May 6, 2020, at Manor Court of 
Freeport. She was born in Shannon 
on Sept. 29, 1927, to the late Peter 
and Carrie Mohlenkamp.

Lois married Reynald L. Swalve 
on Feb. 22, 1948, in Shannon. Rey-
nald passed away on Dec. 14, 2005.

She was a lifetime member of 
Bethel United Methodist Church in 
Shannon. She was a 1946 graduate of 
Shannon High School. Lois farmed 
with her husband, was a cook at the 
Shannon Nursing Home and had 
worked at Micro Switch. She enjoyed 

traveling with 
her husband on 
seed corn trips, 
cooking, baking 
and spending 
time with her 
family. 

Lois is sur-
vived by her 
daughters Cin-
dy (Bob) Dit-
zler of Pearl 

City and Jan (Pat) Miller of Shan-
non; her son Dennis (Kathy) Swalve 
of Florence Station; her grandchil-
dren Becky (Ryan) Guentner, Angie 
Dieterman, Wendy (Shawn) Bean, 

Troy (Jamie) Miller, Shannon (Tony) 
Dick and Daniel Swalve; and her 
great-grandchildren Olivia Guentner, 
Drew Dieterman, Payton Bean, Jack 
Guentner, Kylie Dieterman, Kayla 
Bean and Carson Miller.

She was preceded in death by her 
parents, husband, sisters Dorothy 
Groen and Helen Swalve and her 
brother Lamoine Mohlenkamp.

A committal service was held on 
May 9 at Chapel Hill Memorial Gar-
dens in Freeport. A memorial fund 
has been established for the Shannon 
Ambulance and Bethel United Meth-
odist Church. Condolences may be 
shared at hermannfuneralhome.com.

CECIL CREIGHTON
 Cecil L. Creighton, 87, of Lena, IL, 

passed away with family by his side at 
FHN Memorial Hospital in Freeport.

 He was born on Sept. 6, 1932, to 
Walter and Mary Ellen (O’Halloran) 
Creighton. He graduated from Stock-
ton High School in 1951 and served 
his country in the United State Navy, 
Naval Air Squadron VP-4.

 He married Margaret Collins, of 
Sydney, Australia, on Aug. 3, 1957, 
at Holy Cross Catholic Church in 
Stockton. Cecil was a lifelong area 
farmer. Cecil was a member of St. 
Joseph Catholic Church in Lena, the 
Knights of Columbus, the Lena Lions 
Club and a very active VFW member. 

He was a past 
Nora Township 
and Jo Daviess 
County board 
member. Cecil 
was also a pri-
vate pilot. He 
enjoyed travel-
ing and spend-
ing time with 
his family.

Cecil is sur-
vived by his children, Pauline Creigh-
ton of Elgin, IL, Carolyn Creighton 
of Clinton, IA, John (Denise) Creigh-
ton of Lena, IL, and Denise (Guy) 
Starbuck of Waunakee, WI; five 
grandchildren, Paul, Faith and Mark 

Creighton, Creighton and Elizabeth 
Starbuck; a sister, Marita Moore of 
Freeport, IL; special friend Alita Law-
fer; and good neighbors, Larry and 
Glenda Lott.

 He was preceded in death by his 
parents, his wife Margaret in 2007, a 
son Kevin in infancy, brothers Regis 
and Norman Creighton and sister Wil-
ma Groom.

 In light of recent events, the funeral 
Mass will be private. Burial will take 
place at Holy Cross Catholic Ceme-
tery in Stockton. The Rev. Michael 
Morrissey will officiate. A memorial 
has been established in his memory. 
Condolences may be sent to the fami-
ly at leamonfh.com.

DONALD SHERE
 Donald H. Shere, 84 of Lena, IL, 

passed away on Saturday, May 2, 
2020, at the VA Hospital in Madison, 
WI.

 He was born on Jan. 25, 1936, 
in Tampico, IL, the son of Charles 
and Helen (Kellner) Shere. Don-
ald served his country in the United 
States Navy from 1955 to 1959. He 
married Margaret Oberle on Dec. 30, 
1972, in Dubuque, IA.

 Donald was a devoted member of 
St. Joseph Catholic Church in Lena 
and the Knights of Columbus. His 
family meant the world to him. He 
enjoyed gardening, baking (especial-
ly cookies and pies), helping his fam-
ily and watching sports, specifically 
football and the Green Bay Packers.

 His children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren thought he was 
the best Papa in the world. Wife Mar-
garet says he was the best thing that 
ever happened to her and her fami-
ly. Don was an easy-going, lovable 
guy always willing to give a helping 
hand.

 Donald is survived by his wife 
Margaret; seven children, Richard 
(Natalia) Oberle, Louise Workinger, 
Ronald (Laurie) Oberle, Kathleen 
Barber, Shirley Workinger, Susan 
Werkheiser and Robert (Maxine) 
Oberle; 20 grandchildren, Melis-
sa Bezyazychnykh, Joseph (Va-
nessa) Workinger, Christina (Erik) 

W o r k i n g e r , 
Erica (Jason) 
K o r n f e i n d , 
Kaitlin (Ryan) 
Wybourn, Dyl-
lan and Cole 
Oberle, James 
(Kylie) Barber, 
Danielle Bar-
ber, Matthew 
Barber, Amber 
(Jon) Riley, 

Andrew Workinger, Sara and Sandra 
Werkheiser, Robert W. (Kayla) Ober-
le, Joseph (Abigail) Oberle, Marga-
ret, Jacob, Jesse Anne and Emma 
Oberle; 13 great grandchildren, Lei-
lah, Landon, Sawyer, Eli and Bryn-
leigh Kornfeind, Haven Wybourn, 
Jayden Jones, Zevlynn Riley, Johna-
than and David Boland, Lilith and 
Ivy Oberle, Reagan Oberle, and baby 
boy Riley on the way; three sisters, 
Lorraine Dorsey, LaVetta Griffis and 
Beverly Graf; five brothers, Merle 
(Mila), Marlo, LeRoy, Jerome (Bet-
ty) and Blaine (Deborah) Shere; and 
numerous nieces and nephews.

 His parents, sister LaVonne Dew-
ey, Darlene Witt, and three siblings 
preceded him in death in infancy.

 A private family service will take 
place. Officiating will be the Rev. 
Andrew Skrobutt. In lieu of flowers 
a memorial has been established in 
his name. Condolences may be sent 
to the family at leamonfh.com.

United Way receives 
donation from Sentry

 The Sentry Insurance Foundation 
announced Friday it is donating 
$50,000 to United Way of Northwest 
Illinois in Freeport, Ill., as part of 
a $1.07 million commitment to 
organizations across the country for 
coronavirus relief support.

 The mutual insurer’s efforts are 
focused on making a direct impact at 
the community level, with donations 
to local United Way organizations 
across the country, as well as making 
contributions in honor of customers 
who have adjusted their operations in 
response to the changing needs of the 
country. 

 “At Sentry, we’re committed to 
helping those we serve get through 
this very difficult time,” said Pete 
McPartland, chairman of the board, 
president, and CEO of Sentry and 
chairman of the Sentry Foundation. 
“We also understand help is needed 
at the heart of our communities. By 
partnering with local organizations—

from United Way to other community 
groups—we hope to lift up our 
communities and work together to 
overcome the obstacles we face.”

 The donation to United Way 
of Northwest Illinois is one of 15 
to local organizations across the 
country where Sentry employees 
live and work, as well as Maui, the 
home of the Sentry Tournament of 
Champions.

 An additional matching program 
encourages employees to join 
the company in supporting their 
communities.

 In the last few weeks, United Way 
of Northwest Illinois has responded 
to increased needs in the community 
due to COVID-19. There has been 
a dramatic increase in need for 
services that include answering calls 
from those in crisis, including the 

Emily Grace Bartell
Emily Grace Bartell is the new 

daughter of Ryan and Montana Bar-
tell of Stockton, Ill., born on May 5, 
2020 at FHN Memorial Hospital in 
Freeport, Ill. Emily joins brothers, 
Devin, 8 and Gabriel, 5. Grandpar-
ents are Tom and Dawn Leamon, 
Lena, Ill., Scott and Cindy Bartell 
of Benton, WI, Sandy and Roger 
Groezinger of Stockton, Ill. Great 
Grandparents are Mary Leamon of 
Lena, Ill, and Richard and Linda Ly-
ons of Stockton, Ill.

Lydia Alysse Goeke
Lydia Alysse Goeke was born to 

Kelsey and Curtis Goeke of Lena, Ill 
on April 24, 2020 at FHN Memorial 
Hospital in Freeport, Ill. Lydia has a 
sister, Audra, 5 years old. Grandpar-
ents are Randy and Tam Kryder of 
Lena, IL. David and Valerie Goeke 
of Dakota, IL. Great Grandparents 
are Audrey Adleman of Stockton, Ill, 
Arlene Kryder of Lena, Ill, and Gary 
and Jeane Wells of Dakota, Ill.

Births
Justin Timothy Myers

Justin Timothy Myers is the new 
son of Sierra McPhillips and Zach-
ary Myers in Stockton, Ill. He was 
born on May 2, 2020 at FHN Memo-
rial Hospital in Freeport, Ill. Grand-

parents are Alicia and Ashley Jones 
of Stockton, Ill. Jamey Swanson of 
Galena, Ill. Great Grandparents are 
Brett and Bonnie Jones of Stockton, 
Ill, Debbie Arrasmith and Joyce Ir-
win of Kentucky.

See UNITED WAY, Page 10
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WE’RE OPEN FOR YOU. WE’RE SAFE FOR YOU.
WE’RE HERE…FOR YOU.
As we’ve all seen even more clearly recently, your health is so important – so don’t put off visiting your 
FHN provider or scheduling appointments! Our offices and hospital are open, and we’re as ready as 
ever to care for you and your family.

If you are cautious about being out in public, please know that we’ve taken every possible precaution 
to keep both you and our staff safe. From wearing masks and social distancing to vigilant cleaning and 
reorganizing our locations for appropriate separation and isolation, you can find details of the many 
steps we’ve taken at our coronavirus update page at www.fhn.org/coronavirus.

Our providers and staff are ready to welcome you, and we’re asking you to start visiting us again now 
to help us continue to be a strong and viable part of your community. If you already have an FHN 
provider, just call their office – if you need help, call us at 1-877-600-0346 ext. 965.

As we all begin to return to a “new normal,” some things will certainly be different. What won’t change 
is our commitment to providing the best healthcare we can offer. We’ve been here since 1902 and with 
you as our partner, we look forward to being here for the rest of our second century too. Please call 
today and make that appointment you’ve been putting off – we’re still here, for you!

www.fhn.org
373380

Local author’s books of 
poetry to be released

 Paula Baysinger Morhardt, of 
Stockton, has written her second 
and third books, which will 
publish on June 1.

 “Days of Daze” and “Night 
Maze” are both 23-poem, hard-
cover chapbooks published 
through Fox Pointe Publishing of 
Austin, Minnesota.

 “Days of Daze” is filled with 
works about cats, bugs, soul 
searching and backed up sinks.

 Meanwhile, “Night Maze” 
features strange and unanswer-
able questions — or are they?

 It includes poems about mon-
sters under the bed, women liv-
ing with wolves, snowfalls and 
gateways to other worlds.

 For more information, contact 
Morhardt at author.paula.mor-
hardt@gmail.com.

 In this time of Covid-19 social 
distancing, our staff is working at 
home until June 1. We are still here 
to take phone calls and emails.

 While this may be an 
inconvenience, we feel that it is best 
to follow the current guidelines to 
keep everyone safe. If you have a 
dues payment, you are welcome to 
call our office and we can process 
a credit/debit card payment, or you 
can log on to www.myifb.org and 
make a payment as well.

 Thank you for your 
understanding as we work through 
this unchartered territory. If you do 

need to contact us, always feel free 
to call our office at 815-858-2235 or 
email me at jdcfbmgr@gmail.com.

 • Since the Paycheck Protection 
Program’s inception, few farmers 
have been able to utilize the 
assistance offered despite the 

Golf cart stolen 
from rural 
Warren property

 The Jo Daviess County Sheriff’s 
Office on May 5 received a report 
of a stolen golf cart from a rural Ha-
nover property.

 According to the report, an un-
known suspect entered the proper-
ty on May 3 and stole a white 2000 
Club Cart golf cart.

 The cart is described as having a 
decal on the front of the roof saying 
“Bada Bing,” a front windshield and 
a rear-facing seating area.

 Anyone with information leading 
to the recovery of the golf cart is 
urged to contact the Sheriff’s Office 
at 815-777-2141 or Crime Stoppers 
at 800-747-0117 or 563-588-0714.

 

Extension to host Get 
Growing webinar series

 Illinois Extension local foods and 
small farms educator Grant McCa-
rty will host his second round of Get 
Growing webinars.

 The next events are scheduled for 
Fridays from 10 to 11:30 a.m. from 
May 22 through June 5.

 Participants must register for the 
webinars, which will be held using 
the Zoom platform, so they can re-
ceive the link and password to join 
the sessions.

 To register for any or all of the we-
binars, visit go.illinois.edu/jsw.

 On May 22 the topic will be 
“Managing Vegetable Garden Pests.” 
McCarty will discuss Japanese bee-
tles, chipmunks, slugs and many oth-

er pests known to wreak havoc in a 
newly planted vegetable garden.

 He will share strategies about how 
to limit their destruction and control 
them.

 The topic May 29 will be contain-
er vegetable gardening.

 McCarty’s topics will include 
the basics of getting started, select-
ing the right containers for the right 
plants, general management and 
trouble-shooting.

 The final webinar on June 5 will 
feature growing herbs. This webinar 
will get into the basics of choosing 
herbs, planting, managing and trou-
ble-shooting. In addition, tea garden 
herbs will be covered.

Highland cancels, changes courses 
 Due to the extension of the Stay-at-Home order, Highland 

Community College has adjusted course offerings for the pre-summer 
session.

 Each course was individually reviewed with the instructor’s 
preference. Most of the three-week courses needed to be canceled, 
whereas some are going hybrid. 

 Hybrid courses will start online and finish in-person while abiding 
by social distancing guidelines.

 “Our primary concern is the safety and well-being of our students,” 
Associate Dean of Nursing & Allied Health Jennifer Grobe said in a 
news release. “We have nursing students that need labs to finish their 
degrees. By adjusting our course offerings, they can complete their 
requirements and hopefully graduate on time.”

 The canceled pre-summer courses (May 18-June 4) were British 
literature, introduction to music, introduction to phlebotomy and first 
aid.

 The summer session courses starting June 8 are moving online.
 Those with lab components and special circumstances are under 

review on an individual basis determined by the division dean and 
instructor.

 Highland hopes to announce more information about these courses 
in the weeks ahead. Students can contact their advisor or instructor with 
questions.

By
ANNETTE
EGGERS 
Contributor

Around the Northern Hills with Annette Eggers
efforts of the Small Business 
Administration to address all of the 
potential questions that would arise 
when the application period opened.

 Of the $349 billion allocated 
to the PPP, it’s estimated that 
$4.374 billion, or 1.3 percent, was 
distributed to the agricultural, 
forestry, fishing and hunting 
subsector.

 The SBA recently clarified that 
farm participation in the PPP is 
based on net farm profits (or losses), 
line 34, form Schedule F, from 
2019. 

 While the agriculture sector 
welcomed this clarification, many 
self-employed farmers are finding it 
to be a barrier to participation in the 
program.

 • If you or other farmers you 
know have livestock supplies or 

equipment that could be used by 
livestock producers, fill out the 
form at https://www.surveymonkey.
com/r/LPSEMR.

 “The information collected on 
the website form will be for internal 
use and will only be shared with 
livestock groups if a farmer is in 
need of specific supplies,” according 
to FarmWeekNow.com.

 Needed items include tractor 
bucket and skid-steer loaders, coarse 
sawdust, woodchips (size 2 inches 
or less), mulch, chopped cornstalks, 
straw or hay, corn silage and 
finished compost to name a few.

 Old barns, buildings or feedlots 
also are being considered to house 
animals during this crisis.

 • Farm fun fact: The average 
American farmer feeds approximately 
166 people worldwide.

    your source for on-line news:

       RVPNEWS.COM
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Julie Willson
Whether buying or selling, call Julie for all 
your real estate needs. She will be there 
for you from start to finish. Let her 15 
years of experience work for you.

“Where there’s a Willson there’s a way.”
815-690-2792

julie@bussianrealtors.com • www.bussianrealtors.com

Lena   815-369-4747 
Freeport     815-235-6106

Bussian RealtoRs

373272

REMAIN COMPLETELY ANONYMOUS

“Get Involved, Without Getting Involved”
Stephenson County Crime Stop, Inc. est. 1981

Crime Stop Works!
IN STEPHENSON COUNTY

call 815-235-7867 (STOP)

download our app
www.sccrimestop.com @sccrimestop 334454

373502

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

APPEARANCE IS EVERYTHING!
SEE US FOR THE BEST FINISH IN THE BUSINESS!

HHS distributes much-needed aid to hospitals
 The Department of Health and Human Services 

is distributing $12 billion allocated for a targeted 
distribution to hospitals in areas that have been 
particularly impacted by the COVID-19 outbreak, 
including $694,340,792 to hospitals in Illinois.

 This is part of the support to providers fighting 
the COVID-19 pandemic through the $175 billion 
in relief funding to hospitals and other health care 
providers on the front lines of the coronavirus 
response provided through the bipartisan CARES Act 
and the Paycheck Protection Program and Health Care 
Enhancement Act.

 $12 billion is going to 395 hospitals that provided 
inpatient care for 100 or more COVID-19 patients 
through April 10 and will be used to support health 
care-related expenses or lost revenue attributable to 
COVID-19 and to ensure uninsured Americans can 
get testing and treatment for COVID-19.

 The distribution methodology takes into 
consideration the challenges faced by facilities 
serving a significantly disproportionate number of 
low-income patients.

 To view the list of hospitals and the amount each 
received, please visit this link: https://www.hhs.gov/
coronavirus/cares-act-provider-relief-fund/payment-
allocation-methodology/index.html.

 These payments are going to 395 hospitals that 
reported at least 100 COVID-19 inpatient admissions 
through April 10. These 395 hospitals accounted for 

approximately 71 percent of COVID-19 inpatient 
admissions through that date, reported to HHS from 
nearly 6,000 hospitals around the country.

 About $10 billion of the $12 billion distribution 
uses a simple formula to determine what each hospital 
receives: They are paid a fixed amount per COVID-19 
inpatient admission. The remaining $2 billion of the 
$12 billion is distributed based off each hospital’s 
portion of Medicare Disproportionate Share Hospital 
(DSH) payments and Medicare Uncompensated Care 
Payments (UCP).

 • HHS is distributing $50 billion across the health 
care system to providers and facilities that bill 
Medicare.

 • HHS is distributing $10 billion to rural hospitals 
and clinics. 

 • HHS is distributing $400 million to tribal health 
care providers.

 • HHS is using a portion of the Provider Relief 
Fund to reimburse health care providers, at Medicare 
rates, for COVID-19-related treatment of the 
uninsured. Providers can register for the program and 
the portal is open to submit claims.

 HHS is working to provide relief to additional 
health care providers including skilled nursing 
facilities, dentists and other providers significantly 
impacted by COVID-19.

 For more information, visit hhs.gov/providerrelief 
for more information on the allocations.

Regional transportation 
meeting set May 21

 The next Regional Transporta-
tion Committee meeting for Region 
1 will be held remotely at 10 a.m. on 
Thursday, May 21.

 Region 1 covers Jo Daviess, Ste-
phenson, Carroll, Boone and Win-
nebago counties.

 Human service organizations 
with an interest in public transpor-
tation are strongly encouraged to 
attend, as well as anyone that is in-
terested in public transit.

 The Regional Transportation 
Committee is responsible for the 
development and implementation of 
the Human Services Transportation 
Plan, which identifies needs and de-
velops solutions to improve trans-

portation services for the general 
public.

 An emphasis is placed on senior 
citizens, people with disabilities, 
individuals with lower incomes and 
veterans.

 The Illinois Department of Trans-
portation has formed an agreement 
with the North Central Illinois 
Council of Governments for the pur-
poses of preparing, implementing 
and updating the plan for Regions 
1 and 3 (Bureau, DeKalb, Grundy, 
Kendall, LaSalle, Lee, Ogle, and 
Putnam counties).

 For information about NCICG or 
HSTP or if special accommodations 
are needed email to info@ncicg.org.

Safe Sitter sessions will 
be held online via Zoom

 FHN has moved its popular Safe 
Sitter Essentials With CPR classes 
to the online platform Zoom as 
families cope with Illinois’ Stay-at-
Home order due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

 The original, full-day course 
— designed to prepare students 
in grades 6 through 8 to be safe 
when they’re home alone, watching 
younger siblings or babysitting — 
has been broken into three virtual 
sessions with no in-person meetings.

 The instructor-led sessions are 
filled with games and role-playing 
exercises. Students get to practice 
rescue skills such as choking rescue 
and CPR. Students should have a 
doll or stuffed animal to simulate the 
CPR portion. This course includes 
basic CPR practice but does not lead 
to certification.

 This month’s class will include 9 
to 11 a.m. sessions on May 18, May 
20 and May 22. Participants must 
attend all three virtually.

 The course fee is $50, which 
includes the Essentials student 
handbook and completion card.

 Financial assistance is available 
for eligible students. Call 815-599-
6707 for more information and to 
find out if you are eligible. 

 Registration and payment must be 
made five days prior to the first class 
session. The Safe Sitter workbook 
will be mailed to students prior to the 
first class.

 The June class includes 1 to 3 p.m. 
sessions on June 1, June 3 and June 
5.

 More information and online 
registration is available at https://
tinyurl.com/FHNVirtualSafeSitter.

Playhouse announces more postponements
 The Timber Lake Playhouse in 

Mount Carroll recently announced 
the postponement of all performanc-
es and events through the end of 
June.

 TLP staff are working with con-
cert promoters and licensing agents 
to reschedule these dates.

 “We at TLP have been looking 
forward to the opening night of ‘Su-
perStar’ in June, and we are as dis-
appointed with this decision as ev-
eryone is,” Executive Director Dan 
Danielowski said in a news release. 
“We are, however, committed to the 
health and safety of our employees 
and patrons and will do whatever it 

takes to play our part to get this virus 
under control so we can all go back 
to doing the things we love to do.”

 The TLP offices will continue to 
be closed, but voicemails and emails 
will be answered.

 “We have continued to be in touch 
with our resident company through 
video conferencing and emails,” Ar-
tistic Director Paul Stancato said.  
“They are anxious to get started and 
excited that TLP is still planning to 
offer a summer season once it is safe 
to do so.”

 Ticketholders will see their tick-
ets and seat assignments automati-
cally transfer to the new date once 

TLP has determined its new sched-
ule.  Options for ticketholders who 
cannot attend at that time will be 
available when the new schedule is 
announced. 

 “We will monitor the situation 
and our decisions will be made day-
to-day,” Danielowski said.

   Watch the TLP website for up-
dated information and the TLP Face-
book page for videos of the new 
company and snippets from seasons 
past as well as other “live” events 
from Timber Lake Playhouse.

 Visit timberlakeplayhouse.org or 
call the box office at 815-244-2035 
and leave a message. 

 Pritzker said the system was 
unprepared for the initial crush 
of claims, but staff has worked 
“thousands of overtime hours,” 
and the agency has brought on 
new employees and brought back 
retired employees, increased call 
center hours, updated and increased 
phone systems, overhauled the 
web platform, implemented an 
alphabetized calling schedule and 
brought on outside partners.

 He said another 100 call center 
agents would be on the job by 
Monday (May 11), with another 100 
coming down the line.

 “As a result of these improvements 

IDES is now paying unemployment 
benefits in a timely manner to 99.9 
percent of clean claims,” he said. 
“And the majority of these claimants, 
approximately 75 percent, receive 
their first payments within two weeks 
of filing.”

 Also this week, IDES released 
new instructions for independent 
contractors and the self-employed 
who may be eligible for newly created 
federal pandemic unemployment 
assistance.

 Workers who believe they are 
eligible for the new insurance must 
first apply for regular unemployment 
assistance. Receiving a denial for 

regular unemployment benefits is a 
mandatory first step in determining 
eligibility for the new benefits. IDES 
encouraged workers to submit the 
regular claims before a new pandemic 
unemployment insurance portal went 
live on Monday (May 11).

 If claimants receive an eligibility 
determination of $0, they can appeal 
that decision by providing verification 
of wages earned, or they can submit 
a claim for pandemic unemployment 
assistance via the new portal.

 Pritzker said IDES was prepared 
to process these claims starting 
Monday at a rate of 140,000 claims 
per hour.

• Unemployment   (Continued from front page)
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STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE FIFTEENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON COUNTY
IN THE MATTER
OF THE ESTATE OF
    ETHEL L. LOBDELL,
    DECEASED.

IN PROBATE
NO. 2019 P 41

NOTICE FOR
PUBLICATION - CLAIMS
Notice is given of the death of 

ETHEL L. LOBDELL. Letters 
of Office were issued on April 
29, 2019, to Debra Brown, as 
Independent Executor, whose 
address is 1494 N. Bolton Road, 
Freeport, Illinois, and whose at-
torney is William E. Sisler, 10 
N. Galena Avenue, Suite 210, 
Freeport, Illinois 61032.

Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the Office of the 
Clerk of this Court at 15 N. Ga-
lena Avenue, Freeport, Illinois, 
61032 or with the Administra-
tor of the Estate, or both, on 
or before October 29, 2020, 
that date being at least six (6) 
months from the date of first 
publication, or within three (3)
months from date of notice to 
known claimants and any claim 
not filed on or before that date is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the Administra-
tor of the Estate and to the attor-
ney within ten (10) days after it 
has been filed.

Nate Luy
Clerk of the Circuit Court

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

April 29, May 6 & 13, 2020)
372476

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

OF THE FIFTEENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON COUNTY
IN THE MATTER
OF THE ESTATE OF
    JEFFREY J. KLEVER
    DECEASED.

IN PROBATE
NO. 2020 P 20

NOTICE FOR
PUBLICATION - CLAIMS
Notice is given of the death of 

JEFFREY J. KLEVER. Letters 
of Office were issued on Febru-
ary 24, 2020, to LuAnn Klever, 
as Administrator of the Estate, 
whose address is 232 E. Palm 
Drive, Lena, Illinois, and whose 
attorney is William E. Sisler, 10 
N. Galena Avenue, Suite 210, 
Freeport, Illinois 61032.

Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the Office of the 
Clerk of this Court at 15 N. Ga-
lena Avenue, Freeport, Illinois, 
61032 or with the Administra-

tor of the Estate, or both, on 
or before October 29, 2020, 
that date being at least six (6) 
months from the date of first 
publication, or within three (3)
months from date of notice to 
known claimants and any claim 
not filed on or before that date is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the Administra-
tor of the Estate and to the attor-
ney within ten (10) days after it 
has been filed.

Nate Luy
Clerk of the Circuit Court

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

April 29, May 6 & 13, 2020)
372477

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
MEETING

On May 19, 2020 at 10:00 am, 
a meeting conducted by the Le-
na-Winslow School District will 
take place in the Junior High Li-
brary at 517 Fremont St, Lena, 
IL.  The purpose of the meeting 
will be to discuss the District’s 
plans for providing special edu-
cation services to students with 
disabilities who attend private 
schools and home schools with-
in the district for the 2020-2021 
school year.  If you are a par-
ent of a home-schooled student 
who has been or may be iden-
tified with a disability and you 
reside within the boundaries of 
Lena-Winslow School District, 
you are urged to attend.  If you 
have further questions pertain-
ing to this meeting, please con-
tact Superintendent Dr. Tom 
Chiles at 815-369-3100.

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

May 13, 2020)
373245

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

ON TOWNSHIP BUDGET
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-

EN that a Tentative Budget and 
Appropriation Ordinance for 
the Town of Apple River, in the 
County of JoDaviess, State of 
Illinois, for the fiscal year be-
ginning April 1, 2020 & ending 
March 31, 2021, will be on file 
and conveniently available to 
public inspection at the Town-
ship Building, at 303 Hickory 
St., Apple River, Illinois from 
and after May 9th, 2020 by ap-
pointment.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIV-
EN HEREBY that a public 
hearing on said Budget and 
Appropriation Ordinance will 
be held at 7:15 o’clock PM, on 
the 10th day of June, 2020, at 
the Township Building, at 303 
Hickory Street, Apple River, Il-

linois and that final hearing and 
action on this ordinance will be 
taken at this time.

Dated this 5th day of May 
2020.
James C. Goken
Supervisor

Valerie J. Stocks 
Town Clerk

(Published in The Scoop Today
May 13, 2020)

373206

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

ON ROAD DISTRICT 
BUDGET

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN that a Tentative Budget and 
Appropriation Ordinance for 
Road Purposes of the Township 
of Apple River, in the County of 
Jo Daviess, State of Illinois, for 
the fiscal year beginning April 1, 
2020 & ending March 31, 2021, 
will be on file and conveniently 
available to public inspection 
at the Township Building, at 
303 Hickory St., Apple River, 
Illinois from and after May 9th, 
2020 by appointment.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIV-
EN HEREBY that a public 
hearing on said Budget and Ap-
propriation Ordinance will be 
held at 7:15 o’clock PM, on the 
10th day of  June, 2020, at the 
Township Building, 303 Hicko-
ry Street, Apple River and that 
final hearing and action on this 
ordinance will be taken at this 
time.

Dated this 5th day of  May, 
2020.

Valerie J. Stocks
Town Clerk

(Published in The Scoop Today
May 13, 2020)

373207

Notice of Public Hearing
APPLE RIVER-

THOMPSON MULTI-
TOWNSHIP ASSESSMENT 

DISTRICT 
Notice is hereby given that a 

Tentative Budget and Appropri-
ation Ordinance for the Apple 
River - Thompson Multi-Town-
ship Assessment District, in 
the county of Jo Daviess, State 
of Illinois, for the fiscal year 
beginning April 1, 2020, and 
ending March 31, 2021, will be 
on file and conveniently avail-
able to public inspection by ap-
pointment at the Apple River 
Township Building, 303 Hick-
ory Street, Apple River, Illinois 
from and after 1:00 P. M., on 
May 9th, 2020.

Notice is further given here-
by that a public hearing on 
said Budget and Appropriation 
Ordinance will be held at 6:30 
PM, June 8th, 2020 at the Apple 

Canyon Lake Fire Dept. build-
ing, 2085 South Apple Canyon 
Road, and that final hearing 
and action on this ordinance 
will be taken at a meeting to be 
held immediately following the 
hearing.

Dated this 5th day of May, 
2020.
James C. Goken
Chairman

Richard Miranda
Clerk

(Published in The Scoop Today
May 13, 2020)

373209

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE 15TH JUDICIAL 

DISTRICT
JO DAVIESS COUNTY - 

GALENA, ILLINOIS
U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION SUCCESSOR 
BY MERGER TO U.S. BANK 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
ND
    Plaintiff,
  -v.-
TOD M. SACHS et al
    Defendant

2019 CH 33
NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HERE-
BY GIVEN that pursuant to a 
Judgment of Foreclosure and 
Sale entered in the above cause 
on January 9, 2020, an agent for 
The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
will at 1:30 PM on June 9, 2020, 
at the office of Vincent Roth 
Toepfer & Leinen PC, 11406 
U.S. Route 20 W, Galena, IL, 
61036, sell at a public sale to 
the highest bidder, as set forth 
below, the following described 
real estate:

THE FOLLOWING DE-
SCRIBED PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED IN JO DAVIESS 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS:

SITUATED IN LOT 67 IN 
SHENANDOAH UNIT NO 8 
OF BRANIGAR’S GALENA 
TERRITORY ACCORDING 
TO THE PLAT THEREOF 
RECORDED IN THE RE-
CORDER’S OFFICE OF JO 
DAVIESS COUNTY, IL ON 
MAY 5, 1976 IN BOOK 14 OF 
PLATS, PAGES 55-58.

Commonly known as 5 
MALTBY CT, GALENA, IL 
61036

Property Index No. 08-108-
067-00

The real estate is improved 
with a single family residence.

Sale terms: 25% down of the 
highest bid by certified funds 
at the close of the sale payable 
to The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration.  No third party checks 
will be accepted. The balance, 
including the Judicial Sale fee 
for the Abandoned Residen-

tial Property Municipality Re-
lief Fund, which is calculated 
on residential real estate at the 
rate of $1 for each $1,000 or 
fraction thereof of the amount 
paid by the purchaser not to ex-
ceed $300, in certified funds/
or wire transfer, is due within 
twenty-four (24) hours. No fee 
shall be paid by the mortgagee 
acquiring the residential real 
estate pursuant to its credit bid 
at the sale or by any mortgagee, 
judgment creditor, or other lien-
or acquiring the residential real 
estate whose rights in and to the 
residential real estate arose pri-
or to the sale. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general real es-
tate taxes, special assessments, 
or special taxes levied against 
said real estate and is offered for 
sale without any representation 
as to quality or quantity of title 
and without recourse to Plaintiff 
and in “AS IS” condition. The 
sale is further subject to confir-
mation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the 
amount bid, the purchaser will 
receive a Certificate of Sale that 
will entitle the purchaser to a 
deed to the real estate after con-
firmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be 
open for inspection and plain-
tiff makes no representation as 
to the condition of the property. 
Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to 
verify all information.

If this property is a condo-
minium unit, the purchaser of 
the unit at the foreclosure sale, 
other than a mortgagee, shall 
pay the assessments and the le-
gal fees required by The Condo-
minium Property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this 
property is a condominium unit 
which is part of a common in-
terest community, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale 
other than a mortgagee shall 
pay the assessments required 
by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORT-
GAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO 
REMAIN IN POSSESSION 
FOR 30 DAYS AFTER EN-
TRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo iden-
tification issued by a govern-
ment agency (driver’s license, 
passport, etc.) in order to gain 
entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook 
County and the same identifi-
cation for sales held at other 

Continued on next page
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The Scoop Today
Will Be Featuring This Year’s 

Stockton Town Garage Sales
To Be Held  Friday, June 19 &
Saturday, June 20, 2020

If you have any questions, 
Call Cyndee Stiefel 

Today at 815-369-4112
or email 

lenaads@rvpublishing.com

Name ___________________________________
Address _________________________________
 ________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________

Sign Up Now! Registration Form

IncludesMap & Advertising 
in  The Shopper’s Guide & The Scoop Today

Bring form to The Scoop Today along 
with payment or mail to: 

The Scoop Today,
213 S. Center St., Lena, IL 61048

$13.00 

MUST BE PREPAID

Include address  and 

garage sale items in boxes 

below. 1 letter per box. 

Including spaces between 

words and punctuation.

Deadline to sign up is 4 p.m. on Wednesday, June 10th 
at Lena Office or Drop Box at Stockton Shell Station by 

Tuesday, June 9th at 4 p.m. (must be prepaid)
Please Sign Up EARLY. Early Registration is Appreciated!! 371539

Include address in boxes below

Continued from previous page
county venues where The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.

For information, examine the 
court file, CODILIS & AS-
SOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff’s 
Attorneys, 15W030 NORTH 
FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 
100, BURR RIDGE, IL, 60527 
(630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES 
CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th 
Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-4650 
(312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial 
Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.
com for a 7 day status report of 
pending sales.
CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE 
ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: 
pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 14-19-07582
Attorney ARDC No. 00468002
Case Number: 2019 CH 33
TJSC#: 40-308

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair 
Debt Collection Practices Act, 
you are advised that Plaintiff’s 
attorney is deemed to be a debt 
collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information ob-
tained will be used for that pur-
pose.

Case # 2019 CH 33
I3150665
(Published in The Scoop Today

May 13, 20 & 27, 2020)
373542

NOTICE 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-

EN that the Board of Trustees of 
the Stockton Fire Protection and 
Ambulance District, Jo Daviess 
County, IL has set the following 
schedule of dates for its meet-
ings in FY 2020/2021:

May 26, 2020
June 22, 2020
July 27, 2020

August 24, 2020
September 28, 2020

October 26, 2020
November 23, 2020
December 28, 2020
January 25, 2021
February 22, 2021
March 22, 2021
April 26, 2021

All meetings of the Board are 
held at the District’s Fire Sta-
tion Building at 127 E. Front 
Ave., Stockton, IL commencing 
at 7:00 PM.

DATED: May 8, 2020.
_____________________

RONALD PAJA
Attorney  -  Board of 

Trustees of the Stockton 
Fire Prot. & Amb. Dist.

(Published in The Scoop Today
May 13, 2020)

373561

LEGALS

By Ben Orner
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

 Republican members of the Illi-
nois House of Representatives on 
May 6 criticized Gov. JB Pritzker’s 
multi-phase plan to reopen Illinois by 
region, saying it does not act quickly 
enough to respond to the economic 
hardship caused by his stay-at-home 
order.

 “We all know that the stay-at-
home order was the right thing to do 
to stop the spread of the virus and 
protect our health care,” said Depu-
ty House Minority Leader Rep. Dan 
Brady, of Bloomington.

 “Unfortunately, the governor’s 
plan fails to recognize that local of-
ficials throughout the state want the 
same thing he does: a safe return 
from the pandemic,” Brady said. 
“Instead of offering any semblance 
of local authority to the people who 
are on the ground in the communi-
ty, it continues to be a decree by one 
person.”

 In the “Restore Illinois” plan that 
Pritzker unveiled May 5, state health 
officials will look at certain data met-
rics including hospital capacity and 
testing availability in four regions 
of the state in order to move each 
respective region through phases of 
reopening.

 The regions are based on group-

ings of the state’s 11 medical dis-
tricts: northeast, north central, cen-
tral and southern. The entire state is 
in Phase 2, which includes mandato-
ry face coverings and allows non-es-
sential stores open to just delivery 
and curbside pickup.

 Phase 3 includes reopening 
non-essential stores, barbershops, 
offices and more with capacity lim-
its. Pritzker said Tuesday the earliest 
a region will be allowed to advance 
to Phase 3 would be May 29.

 “The science can’t precisely tell 
us which region should be grouped 
with another region or how small or 
how large those regions should be,” 
argued Deputy Minority Leader Rep. 
Tom Demmer, of Dixon. “The sci-
ence can’t definitively tell us when 
it’s safe to move from one step to 
another step.”

 “And when we have that level of 
complexity, we need to have input 
from a wide variety of stakehold-
ers to try to make the best decisions 
possible,” Demmer added. “We also 
have to consider the very real im-
pact this is having on economies, on 
livelihoods and on people’s lives all 
across the state of Illinois.”

 Phase 4 includes allowing up to 
50 people in stores and restaurants, 
but Pritzker said May 5 the earliest 
that could happen is the end of June. 

House Republicans slam Pritzker’s reopening plan
Minority leader wants Legislature to return to resolve issues

Phase 5, the final stage, is a full re-
opening of the state, but it relies on 
a widely available treatment or a 
vaccine, which are likely months—
or even a year—away. Republicans 
argue that closed businesses cannot 
wait that long.

 “Quite frankly this will force 
bankruptcy and the permanent clo-
sure of large and small restaurants 
throughout the state of Illinois,” said 
House Minority Leader Jim Durkin, 
of Western Springs. “This plan does 
not work.”

 Durkin said business owners 
have been contacting him at a “rapid 
pace” since the reopening announce-
ment, “all with the same feeling of 
despair and devastation.”

“Our state cannot survive this way. 
Businesses, the employers, cannot 
survive this,” he said.

 During his daily COVID-19 brief-
ing May 6 in Chicago, Pritzker said 
he considers the opinions of Repub-
lican legislators in his decision-mak-

ing.
 “I have talked to the leaders on the 

Republican side, many Republican 
legislators. I’m frequently reaching 
out, listening to them. I take a lot 
of notes, and I’ve done a lot of the 
things that they’ve asked along the 
way,” he said.

 Republicans acknowledged that 
Pritzker’s latest extension of the 
stay-at-home order included multi-
ple revisions that Republicans had 
suggested, including opening state 
parks and garden centers and allow-
ing elective surgeries to resume.

Employment insecurity
Small business owners and em-

ployees face an uncertain near fu-
ture, Republicans said, especially 
as many are still not able to access 
unemployment benefits through the 
Illinois Department of Employment 
Security.

 “These people are facing a tre-
mendous stress and (are) really un-

sure about how they’re going to 
make necessary payments for their 
rent, their food, their mortgage, their 
medicine,” said Rep. Ryan Spain, 
R-Peoria.

 Rep. Avery Bourne, R-Morrison-
ville, said one constituent told her 
she called IDES 157 times before 
finally getting through.

 “This is really a broken, broken 
system,” Bourne said.

Despite frustrations, Durkin 
stressed that “The executive order 
right now is the law of Illinois. And 
I would not encourage anybody to 
break the law” by reopening their 
business Spain added, however, “If 
we’re waiting to open some things 
until the end of June or the end of 
July, I think it will continue to be 
difficult to ask all of our constituents 
and local communities to continue to 
comply.”

See PLAN, Page 10
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Service Corner
The Scoop Today & The Shopper’s Guide

Place Your Service Ad
Call Laurie or Cyndee at (815) 369-4112 

or (815) 947-3353 for details

Minimum of 4 weeks • Additional Sizes Available

373550

RICK’S SALES & SERVICERICK’S SALES & SERVICE
APPLE RIVER, IL 

815-492-2102

207460

Hours: M-Th 11-7; Fri 9-5; Sat 9-1
Check out our website at 
rickssalesandservice.com

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

111032

G & H PAINTING

Don Visel
14307 W. Fisher Road

Lena, IL 61048
815-369-9036

dvisel@outlook.com

LANDSCAPING
LAWN CARE

Mowing
Weed Control
Fertilization

Aeration, Lawn Rolling
New Lawns
Rototilling

Landscaping
Tree Trimming

Spring/Fall Cleanup
Yard Sweeping

369333

Family Owned & Operated

Formerly Checkered Flag Auto Body, Lena

Call us for your FREE 
estimate today!

• 35 years experience
• Loaner cars available
• All makes & models 

• All insurance 
work welcomed!

4933 N. Scout Camp Rd., Apple River, IL 61001
815-492-0114

M-F 8-4 • Sat by appointment

342138

DeVoe 
License 
& Title 
Service

Call for Appointment
Mon-Fri 

10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Saturday

10 a.m. - noon

216 W. Main • Lena
815-369-5549

368916

Commercial • Agricultural
Residential • Industrial

Nick Wienand • Greg Kline

Call: 815-908-0775 Stockton, IL
357461

Call us for any of your electrical needs

10240 N. Old Mill Rd.
McConnell, IL 61050

815-541-3348
heidrepair@yahoo.com

SAVE up to 
70% storage

in your garage with a SmartStow

Up to 5 year 
warranty

3-in-1 
Mulch/Bag/Side 

Discharge

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

372951

Model
20355

• Standard Push
                                     • Self-Propelled

                           • Personal Pace
           • SmartStow
    • Electric Start
 • All Wheel Drive

                • Spin Stop
          • Power Reverse
• 60V Battery
      • Cast Aluminum
                Deck
            • 30” Deck

Model
20340
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STUMP BUSTER
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M

Y
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K

Cloud.pdf   1   3/21/19   9:33 AM

Lena, IL           815-369-2169
Monroe, WI   608-325-9794

Most Stumps:

$10-$30

342043

EVANGELICAL FREE
CHURCH OF LENA

720 N. Freedom Street
Lena, IL • 815-369-5591

Dr. Jim Erb, Senior Pastor
Rev. Scott Wilson

Assoc. Pastor of Youth

Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School/ABF 8:45 a.m.
AWANA-Wednesdays 5:30 p.m. 

Youth Group Wednesdays
Jr. High - 5:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Sr. High - 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Listen to pastor’s weekly sermon 
at www.lenafreechurch.org

337676

 Pritzker on May 6 acknowledged 
the difficulty that some have had ap-
plying for unemployment. He added 
that he will have a “complete presen-
tation” on the state of unemployment 
later this week “so people can see 
what’s being done.”

• Plan   (Continued from page 9)

Involve the Legislature
Republicans also challenged Pritz-

ker’s executive authority during the 
COVID-19 crisis, saying that execu-
tive action during the state of emer-
gency should be temporary and that 
long-term plans like one to reopen 
the state should be decided by the 
Legislature.

“This plan presumes that the gov-
ernor shall rule the state for the up-
coming months, and possibly much 
longer, if the vaccination is not 
available,” Durkin said, stressing the 
Legislature is a “coequal” branch of 
government.

 “I did not abdicate nor relinquish 
my elected responsibilities to the ex-
ecutive branch,” he said.

The Illinois Department of Pub-
lic Health has provided the General 
Assembly with detailed guidance on 
how they could go about their duties 
in the Capitol.

 “And we should take the depart-

ment up on that offer,” Demmer said, 
“… and have the legislative process 
take into account the many, many 
factors that influence a long-run plan 
like what the governor proposed.”

 Durkin called on House Speaker 
Michael Madigan, a Chicago Demo-
crat who sets the chamber’s calendar, 
to bring lawmakers back into ses-
sion.

 “We must return to Springfield 
immediately and not for just a few 
days at the end of the month,” Durkin 
said.

 He added that lawmakers do not 
have to convene at the Capitol, and 
instead can hold session in Spring-
field’s downtown convention cen-
ter or a large auditorium in the city 
where they can be socially distanced.

 In a statement May 6, Madigan 
did not offer any specifics on a po-
tential return.

 “While I am eager to see a return to 
normalcy, we are talking about peo-

need for food delivery, pantry orders, 
financial assistance and emergency 
child care for first responders.

 “Sentry has been an amazing 
partner of United Way of Northwest 
Illinois for many years, and we 
are so very grateful for their 
continued support as we face this 
extraordinarily challenging time 

together,” said Connie Kraft, United 
Way of Northwest Illinois. “This 
donation will provide support for 
many of our funded programs so 
that they can continue operating 
and supporting the health, education 
and economic opportunities of 
our families, our friends and our 
neighbors.”

• United Way   (Continued from page 5)

ple’s lives, and any plan for a return 
to Springfield must have the health 
and safety of all those involved as a 
top priority, including the communi-
ties the members represent,” he said 
in part.

 Durkin also said he wants the Leg-
islature to work on non-coronavirus 
issues like ethics reform and property 
taxes, which “we cannot just do in 48 
hours at the end of May that many 
people have speculated about.”

 The Legislature has not been in 
session since March 5. The House 
canceled this week’s session days but 
has yet to make a decision on next 
week’s days. 

 The regular legislative session 
ends at the end of May, and the dead-
line for passing a budget is June 30. 
Any legislation passed after May 31, 
however, needs to pass with a three-
fifths majority in order to take effect 
by the July 1 start of next fiscal year.
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For Classified 
Advertising Call Classifieds

Business Hours:

%
(815) 369-4112
(815) 947-3353
Fax: (815) 369-9093

Mon.-Fri.
9:30 am-4:30 pm
For your convenience
Visa & Mastercard

are accepted

FOR SALE

EMPLOYMENT

Sales/Marketing

AUTOMOTIVE

Call

815-369-4112
to place 

your
classified 

ads
DEADLINE 
IS 4PM ON 

FRIDAY
22

27
84

the Scoop Today
Serving the communities in Jo Daviess County

Shopper’s Guide
Serving the communities in Stephenson County

REAL ESTATE
$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$

IF SO, WE WILL RUN YOUR AD IN THE
SCOOP TODAY AND SHOPPER’S GUIDE AT

No Charge!

Ads will not be accepted without the following information. Only one free ad per month.

YOUR NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you selling a single item for

LESS THAN $100?

$$$ $$$
Private Party Only

Just fill out the coupon below and drop off or mail to:
Rock Valley Publishing, FREE Ad,
213 S Center Street, Lena IL 61048

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

22
37

39

FOR RENT

FIND YOUR NEXT AUTO 
IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

316524

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing, your hometown newspapers 

serving the stateline has an opening for an experienced 
Media Sales Representative to call on current and new 
accounts in a protected sales territory. 

Growing area with many new businesses, this is a great 
opportunity for the right applicant.

We publish newspapers, shoppers and niche publications 
throughout the stateline. You have the opportunity to sell 
into all Rock Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making 
your paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising

Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This pub-
lication does not knowingly ac-
cept fraudulent or deceptive ad-
vertising. Readers are cautioned 
to thoroughly investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for money 
in advance.

Lawn & Garden
CRAFTSMAN LAWN TRACTOR 
20 HP, 42” mower, electric start, 
automatic transmission. $500 
OBO. 224-518-6491.

Pets
WANTED Female Doberman un-
der 2 yrs old. 815-868-2199

Apartments
Lena 2 Bedroom upstairs apart-
ment. Appliances furnished. No 
smoking. $400/mo 815-369-2827

Automobiles
2005 BUICK ULTRA Clean inte-
rior, great work car. $1800 OBO. 
815-335-2839.

2006 CHEVY IMPALA 4 dr., low 
miles. $2500 OBO 262-949-7100.

2007 MERCURY GRAND MAR-
QUIS. 90K. Very good condition. 
$5,600 OBO. 262-835-4174.

2009 PONTIAC G6 Silver. Very 
good cond.  89,000 mi. $4,300 
847-942-9537

Automobiles 
Wanted

TOP DOLLAR FOR YOUR FULL 
SIZE JUNK TRUCKS & SUV’s. 
Haul away 7 days a week. 262-
758-1807

Boats
2000 TRACKER DEEP V 16 1/2 
ft, 75 HP, 1 owner. New wheels, 
tires & cover. $4200. OBO 262-
939-9889.

LUND BOAT & TRAILER Too 
much to list, $3,100 OBO, 224-
518-6491.

Farm Machinery
955 JOHN DEERE TRACTOR 
74 lawnmower, snow plow blade. 
$9,550 plus Massey Ferguson 
tractor with a bucket. $7,000 also 
a power washer. $100 262-728-
6645

FORD 4100 GAS Wide front with 
loader. $4,900. 262-835-4174.

Motorcycles
2003 HARLEY DAVIDSON AN-
NIVERSARY Edition Roadglide. 
Gun meal blue. Lots of chrome- 
light bar. 22,200 miles. $9,500. 
Includes trailer & cover. 262-758-
2454.

2006 HARLEY DAVIDSON Ul-
tra classic, loaded, best of ev-
erything, custom paint, low mi., 
$30,000 invested, asking $12,000 
OBO. 262-930-4618.

Other Automotive
ENCORE PARTS MOWER Pro 
48 $35. or trade for men’s bike?  
Wanted:  electric bike. 847-987-
7669 noon +

WANT 4-WHEELER, 1 OWNER 
50CC Honda Scooter plus cash 
or sell. 847-987-7669

Sport Utilities
‘99 LEXUS RX 300 SUV.  AWD, 
No Rust, Very well maintained.  
Asking $2600/OBO.  815-566-
5608

Trucks & Trailers
1989 FORD F150 Lariat 2WD, 
4.9. 8 ft. W/cap, 82K Can text 
(262) 989-4112

SWISHER BRUSH CUTTER 
Brand new. Pull-behind. 44” cut-
ter. Kawasaki. 14HP, elect. start., 
too many options to list. Pics avail. 
$2650. (262) 492-1842

Help Wanted
PART TIME SUMMER HELP for 
farm work. 815-291-2381

Other Real Estate
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All 
real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it ille-
gal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex, dis-
ability, familiar/ status or national 
origin, or an intention to make 
any such preference,  limitation 
or discrimination. Familial status 
includes children under the age 
of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women 
and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This newspa-
per will not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate which 
is in violation of the law. Our read-
ers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this news-
paper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain of 
discrimination call HUD toll-free 
at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free 
tele phone number for the hear-
ing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. 
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTU-
NITY

FOR RENT

NOW RENTING
62 yrs of age or older
Handicap/Disabled 
Regardless of age

Small pets welcome
PEPPERMINT SQUARE APTS

LENA, IL 
• 1 bedroom apartments available
• Remodeled with new appliances 
and A/C and many more updates

• Rent based on 30% Adjusted Income

Schaible Properties
815-369-5147

This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer

360503

Apply
Today!

Monroe,WI

Or visit: ColonyBrands.com

MUST BE 
16 YEARS OLD

ALL SHIFTS

& Affiliates 

NOW HIRING!!!

Equal Opportunity Employer  M/F/D/V/H

Lineworkers
Production Set Up
Line Lead
Machine Operator

800-487-9477

TEXT  to 97211
ColonyJobs

IMMEDIATE &
SUMMER POSITIONS

$16.00/ PER
HOUR

Attendance & 
Production Base 
IncentivesU

p 
to

:

PHONE INTERVIEWS
ONLY

M-F 8AM - 4:30PM

Temporarily Conducting

Forklift Operator
373266
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MOWERY AUTO PARTSUsed aUto parts 
for most makes and models

locating service available

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks

278053

Liles Chiropractic 
Clinic, Ltd.

Dr. Jim Liles & Dr. Jared Liles
BCBS provider

LENA:
M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5;30 p.m.
Saturday by Appointment.

238 W. Main St.
815-369-4974

WARREN:
Friday

8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
102 Catlin St.
815-745-2294

321148SupplementS

 Now providing

Therapy

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
15TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

JO DAVIESS COUNTY - GALENA, 
ILLINOIS

U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO U.S. 
BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION ND
    Plaintiff,
  -v.-
TOD M. SACHS et al
    Defendant

2019 CH 33
NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclo-
sure and Sale entered in the above cause 
on January 9, 2020, an agent for The Ju-
dicial Sales Corporation, will at 1:30 PM 
on June 9, 2020, at the office of Vincent 
Roth Toepfer & Leinen PC, 11406 U.S. 
Route 20 W, Galena, IL, 61036, sell at a 
public sale to the highest bidder, as set 
forth below, the following described real 
estate:

Commonly known as 5 MALTBY CT, 
GALENA, IL 61036

Property Index No. 08-108-067-00
The real estate is improved with a single 

family residence.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid 

by certified funds at the close of the sale 
payable to The Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion.  No third party checks will be accept-
ed. The balance, including the Judicial 
Sale fee for the Abandoned Residential 
Property Municipality Relief Fund, which 
is calculated on residential real estate at 
the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or fraction 
thereof of the amount paid by the purchas-
er not to exceed $300, in certified funds/
or wire transfer, is due within twenty-four 
(24) hours. No fee shall be paid by the 
mortgagee acquiring the residential real 
estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale 
or by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, 
or other lienor acquiring the residential 
real estate whose rights in and to the res-
idential real estate arose prior to the sale. 
The subject property is subject to general 
real estate taxes, special assessments, 
or special taxes levied against said real 
estate and is offered for sale without any 
representation as to quality or quantity of 
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and 
in “AS IS” condition. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, 
the purchaser will receive a Certificate of 
Sale that will entitle the purchaser to a 
deed to the real estate after confirmation 
of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for in-
spection and plaintiff makes no represen-
tation as to the condition of the property. 

Prospective bidders are admonished to 
check the court file to verify all informa-
tion.

If this property is a condominium unit, 
the purchaser of the unit at the foreclo-
sure sale, other than a mortgagee, shall 
pay the assessments and the legal fees 
required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If 
this property is a condominium unit which 
is part of a common interest community, 
the purchaser of the unit at the foreclo-
sure sale other than a mortgagee shall 
pay the assessments required by The 
Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION 
FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF 
THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLO-
SURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification is-
sued by a government agency (driver’s 
license, passport, etc.) in order to gain 
entry into our building and the foreclosure 
sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county 
venues where The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration conducts foreclosure sales.

For information, examine the court file, 
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff’s 
Attorneys, 15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE 
ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR RIDGE, IL, 
60527 (630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, 
Chicago, IL 60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales 
Corporation at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day 
status report of pending sales.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, 
SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 14-19-07582
Attorney ARDC No. 00468002
Case Number: 2019 CH 33
TJSC#: 40-308

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Col-
lection Practices Act, you are advised that 
Plaintiff’s attorney is deemed to be a debt 
collector attempting to collect a debt and 
any information obtained will be used for 
that purpose.
Case # 2019 CH 33
I3150665

(Published in The Scoop Today
May 13, 20 & 27, 2020)

373541

• REAL ESTATE •

By Peter Hancock
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

 Oil production in Illinois has been 
on the decline for many years, but a 
steep drop in demand brought on by 
the economic slowdown spurred by 
the COVID-19 pandemic has taken a 
big bite out of the industry.

 “Our production for the first 
quarter was actually a little bit 
stronger, quarter over quarter, but 
there’s no doubt that our production 
will decline in the second quarter,” 
Seth Whitehead, spokesman for 
the Illinois Petroleum Resources 
Board, said during an interview last 
week. “You know, just the eyeball 
test looking around, where I live in 
Fayette County, there are a lot of 
shut-ins at the moment. And right 
now, the price of oil is about $12 to 
$15 below where it needs to be for 
producers to turn a profit.”

 According to the industry website 
oilmonster.com, Illinois crude oil was 
trading at $21.25 per barrel on April 
3, well below the roughly $35 per 
barrel most producers need to turn a 
profit. But as most states have asked 
their residents to limit nonessential 
travel, demand for oil in the United 
States has plummeted. And on May 
7, Illinois crude was down to $10.50 
per barrel.

 Although it is a relatively small 
part of Illinois’ overall economy, 
oil production remains an important 
industry in parts of the state, 
especially southeast Illinois.

 Whitehead said one reason it 
is often overlooked is because the 
industry is concentrated in sparsely 
populated counties.

 “You know, 15 counties produce 
90 percent of the oil in Illinois and 
2 percent of the entire population 
resides in those counties,” he said. 
“So, it’s very spread out over a very 
rural area.”

 In the early part of the 20th 
century, according to IPBR, oil 
production was a major part of the 
state’s economy and Illinois was the 
nation’s third leading oil producing 
state.

 Today, the state produces only 
about 9 million barrels per year, 
Whitehead said. Still, he said, about 
4,000 jobs in Illinois are directly 
tied to the industry, plus another 
14,000 jobs in refineries and other 
industries that are indirectly tied to 
oil production.

 The industry also accounts for 
$770 million in personal income 
in the state and it provides royalty 
income to more than 30,000 
individuals. It also generates about 

COURTESY PHOTO The Scoop Today

 Illinois oil pumps similar to the one shown have been largely stilled in recent weeks as demand has 
fallen off during the economic slowdown brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Illinois oil production 
slumps during pandemic
Prices fall to historic lows as demand sinks

$330 million in tax revenue for the 
state, plus $93.4 million in property 
tax revenue for local governments.

 Even before the pandemic hit the 
United States, oil prices had been 
falling due to overproduction in 
countries such as Saudi Arabia and 
Russia and a lack of storage capacity 
in the United States. 

 It remains to be seen how long 
it will take for prices to recover 
enough for the oil industry in Illinois 
to bounce back. But Whitehead 
said industry officials here remain 
optimistic.

 “We’ll definitely see a short-term 
production decline …” he said. “But 
if the pandemic eases and things get 
back to normal sooner, rather than 
later, the industry has a better chance 
of coming out of this looking in 
pretty good shape. But the longer it 
goes on, obviously, the tougher it’ll 
get.”

June 13 
Relay for 
Life dinner 
canceled 

 Due to the coronavirus pandemic, 
the Carroll/Jo Daviess Relay for Life 
survivor dinner and luminaria cere-
mony scheduled for June 13 has been 
canceled.

 The organizing committee de-
cided it was in the best interest of 
cancer survivors to not host a dinner 
this year.  They are looing forward to 
honoring them at a dinner in 2021.

 At this time, the committee is 
waiting to make a decision about re-
scheduling the luminaria ceremony.  

 For more information, contact 
Bev Lundquist at 815-244-9684.
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