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FALLMOVE-IN SPECIAL!

Fox River focus of corridor plan
With support from CMAP’s Local Technical 

Assistance (LTA) program (External link), 
McHenry County Department of Planning and 
Development (External link) and City of McHenry 
Department of Economic Development (External 
link) are leading a collaborative effort to develop 
a Fox River Corridor Plan that will focus on:

• Commerce within central business districts 
adjacent to the river’s edge.

• Environment and natural resources (including 
water resources)

• Multi-modal connections to/on the river.
• Public access and recreational use to/on the 

river and adjacent to business districts.
Share your thoughts

Public input is crucial to developing a plan that 
is driven by the needs and vision of the community. 

Learn more about the project and share your ideas 
about the future of the Fox River from Burtons 
Bridge to Johnsburg. Additional opportunities to 
share what you think will be added to the site as the 
planning process moves along.
Project update

Two virtual public open houses will be held via 
Zoom on Tuesday, Nov. 10, from 2-3 p.m., and 
Thursday, Nov. 12 from 7-8 p.m. Attend an open 
house to discuss the strengths and challenges of 
the Fox River study area. Learn more about the 
project and register for one of these meetings at 
engage.cmap.illinois.gov/fox-river-mchenry.
Project background

The Fox River is one of the region’s greatest 

COURTESY PHOTO McHenry County News

 Dr. Ankit Bharat, seen here in the operating room, has started seeing patients at Northwestern Med-
icine McHenry Hospital. The clinic is open to patients who have diseases of the chest, including the 
airways, lungs, esophagus, diaphragm and chest wall. Bharat and his surgical partners will receive 
referrals from medical oncologists, pulmonologists and other physicians who care for patients in the 
McHenry County area.

Patients in Chicago’s northwest 
suburbs now have local access to 
the surgery team that performs state-
of-the-art minimally invasive and 
robotic chest surgery, treatment for 
cancers of lung and esophagus, and 
lung transplantation at Northwest-
ern Memorial Hospital. Dr. Ankit 
Bharat, who performed the United 
States’ first double lung transplant on 
a patient with COVID-19, began to 
see patients in McHenry on Oct. 20.

The new office location at North-
western Medicine McHenry Hos-
pital will be open to patients who 
have diseases of the chest, including 
the airways, lungs, esophagus, dia-
phragm and chest wall. Bharat and 
his surgical partners will receive 
referrals from medical oncologists, 
pulmonologists and other physicians 
who care for patients in the McHenry 
County area.

“Our goal is to provide unparal-
leled care of the highest quality to 
our patients, close to home,” Bharat 

said. “We are committed to provid-
ing the entire gamut of treatments for 
both simple and complex problems 
in the chest.”

“Our patients can have appoint-
ments and follow-up care in McHen-
ry, and if they need specialized sur-
geries we perform them in Chicago. 
This approach provides patients the 
best of both worlds–convenience for 
appointments and access to highly 
advanced surgeries when they’re 
needed.”

Nick Rave, president of North-
western Medicine McHenry Hospi-
tal, said patients will benefit from the 
relationships between the physicians 
and hospital teams.

“Our patients want the peace of 
mind that they’re doing all they can 
to address their health issues,” Rave 
said. “By bringing these experienced 
thoracic surgeons to McHenry, we’re 
making it easier for people who are 
already balancing family life, work 
and a health diagnosis.”

New mitigations in effect 
as positivity rate rises

Gov. Pritzker and the Illinois De-
partment of Public Health (IDPH) on 
Oct. 28 announced that COVID-19 
resurgence mitigations will be imple-
mented in the North Suburban Region 
9, which includes Lake and McHenry 
Counties, beginning 12:01 a.m. on Sat-
urday, Oct. 31.

As of Oct. 25, the region’s 
COVID-19 testing positivity rate is 8.4 
percent, marking three days above the 
8.0 percent testing positivity threshold 
set in the state’s Restore Illinois Mit-
igation Plan. Region 9’s testing pos-
itivity rate exceeded the 8.0 percent 
threshold on Friday, Oct. 23.

Mitigation measures are strategies, 
such as restrictions on certain activi-
ties, put in place to slow the spread of 
COVID-19. Region 9 restrictions will 
remain in effect until the region’s pos-
itivity rate averages less than or equal 
to 6.5 percent over a three-day period. 
Once mitigations take effect, the state 
will continue to monitor the region’s 
transmission of COVID-19 for 14 days 
to determine if restrictions can be re-
laxed or if additional mitigations are 
needed.

Region 9 mitigation measures taking 
effect at 12:01 a.m. on Oct.31, include: 
Bars  

• All bars close at 11 p.m. and may 
reopen no earlier than 6 a.m. the fol-
lowing day. 

• No indoor service. 
• All bar patrons should be seated at 

tables outside. 
• No ordering, seating, or congre-

gating at bar (bar stools should be re-
moved).

• Tables should be 6 feet apart .
• No standing or congregating in-

doors or outdoors while waiting for a 
table or  exiting. 

• No dancing or standing indoors.
• Reservations required for each 

party.
• No seating of multiple parties at 

one table.  
Restaurants  

• All restaurants close at 11 p.m. and 
may reopen no earlier than 6 a.m. the 
following day.    

• No indoor dining or bar service.
• Tables should be 6 feet apart.
• No standing or congregating in-

doors or outdoors while waiting for a 
table or  exiting.

• Reservations required for each 
party.

• No seating of multiple parties at 
one table. 
Meetings, social events and 
gatherings (including weddings, 
funerals, potlucks, etc.)  

• Limit to lesser of 25 guests or 25 
percent of overall room capacity both 
indoors and outdoors.

• No party buses.
• Gaming and casinos close at 11 

p.m., are limited to 25 percent capac-
ity, and follow mitigations for bars and 
restaurants, if applicable.
Organized group recreational 
activities (fitness centers, 
sports, etc.)  

• Recreational Sports Guidance ef-
fective Aug. 15 remains in effect.

• Outdoor activities (not included in 
the above exposure settings) continue 
per current Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) 
guidance.

The state’s mitigation measures do 
not apply to polling places, but resi-
dents are encouraged to limit their ex-
posure by voting early, wearing masks, 

Local access to highest  
level of thoracic surgery care
Surgeons from Northwestern Memorial Hospital establish clinic in McHenry

See PLAN, Page 7

See MITIGATIONS, Page 7
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Viewpoint

LETTER POLICY
We encourage readers to submit letters to 
the editor. To be considered for publication, 
all letters MUST be signed with the writer’s 

full name. An address and telephone 
number (which will not be printed) must be 
provided for verification purposes. Letters 
exceeding 250 words may be edited for 
length. No potentially libelous letters or 

letters containing personal attacks will be 
printed. Writers are limited to one letter per 
month. Deadline is 5 p.m. Fridays. Send 
letters for the Belvidere Daily Republican 
to: Letters to the Editor, 130 South State 
Street, Suite 101, Belvidere, IL 61008, or 

fax to 815-547-3045.
223447

SERVICE CALL
 SPECIAL

Affordable Water
815-544-0918

Toll Free 877-353-7638

$1995
any brand
We service all makes & models.

Over 30 years experience.

369085

BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!

10% MORE for jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mini Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Coins 
Flatware • Diamonds • Sterling

365818

By Dr. Robert Kopp
CONTRIBUTOR

I like schoolteachers.
I had a crush on Miss Melton in 8th 

grade and crushes on Miss Lindsay 
and Mrs. Kanjorski in 11th grade; and 
I gotta confess Mrs. Kanjorski really 
caused me to resonate with Summer 
of ’42 (1971) if you know what I 
mean.

Excuse me while I drift back to the 
‘60s.

Anyway, I’ve always liked 
schoolteachers; which helps because 
I’m married to one.

She’s always instructing me; and 
it’s usually just fine except when she 
treats me like an 8th grader with a 
crush on Miss Melton.

After all, I am Peter Pan.
Again, I like schoolteachers.
I spent a lot of time with them in 

class, on the court, at the diamond, 
and in detention.

Today, they’ve got a really good 
union.

Today’s schoolteachers are more 
protected and pampered than NBA 
players and Chinese lobbyists.

They get more days off for 
holidays that we’ve never heard 
of than bankers; and I guess Mrs. 
Kanjorski comes to mind every now 
and then because teachers are like 
kids in that they get summers off.

I’ve always been a big fan of 
public education because it levels 
the playing field and fights the 
socioeconomic and ethnic pride 
temptations to discrimination and 
segregation.

School teachers have always 
epitomized the best of America’s 
commitment to keeping those 
baptismal promises of caring, 
nurturing, hedging, wedging, and 
watching over our children and 
preparing them to take over when the 
circle of life says it’s their turn.

O.K., you know I’m about to pull 
an apostle Paul; like when he starts a 
letter saying really good things about 
the recipients and then scorches ‘em 
to get their acts together or they’re 
going to be on the menu of eternity’s 
barbecue.

While everybody knows CCP 
COVID-19 is unprecedented, fluid, 
and incrementally unfolding with 
diametrically opposed “experts” on its 
magnitude and duration – meaning no 
one really knows what the anything-
but-heaven is going on – I’m a 
little surprised at how many school 
teachers don’t want to go back into 
the classroom because, well, uh, gulp, 
sigh, they’re afraid they’ll, you know, 
catch it.

I’m kinda surprised that their 
commitment to children – the least 
vulnerable according to just about 
everybody from all perspectives 

when it comes to CCP COVID-19 
– is dwarfed by their obsession with 
personal safety and fear of catching it.

But nobody’s been able to explain 
to me why school teachers should 
be exempt from risking maybe 
sacrificing their safety, security, and 
health for the sake of school children 
while nurses and other health care 
workers, police, waitresses, and all 
of those people working in grocery 
stores, big box outlets, funeral homes, 
nursing homes, and so many others 
aren’t exempt from, uh, doing their 
jobs and taking those risks for, as we 
used to say, the greater good.

It’s sooooooo tempting to care 
more about yourself than others.

It’s sooooooo tempting to be self-
centered than selfless.

It’s sooooooo tempting to be 
egocentric than theocentric.

It’s sooooooo tempting to embrace 
temporary self-gratifications at the 
expense of eternal consequences.

Temptations are bad things that 
taste good but lead to emotional, 
intellectual, and spiritual indigestion 
and distancing from God and His best 
intentions for us in time and forever.

Let’s take a closer look.
Hebrews 4:15: “For we do not 

have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but 
one who has been tempted in every 
way as we are, yet without sin.”

Well, uh, yeah, because Jesus 
was, is, and will always remain una 
sutantia et tres personae (Latin: “one 
substance in three persons”) known 
to us and worshipped by us as Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit.

Jesus is not like God.
He is God.
Jesus is pure and perfect in every 

way.
Divine.
The enfleshed Son of Man knew all 

about sin while not succumbing to it 
because He was also the Son of God 
at the same time; and if you figure 
that out, you get stimulus checks for 
the rest of your life.

It must suffice for us to know Jesus 
knows we are tempted by bad things 
that taste good – things that we want 
to do that always distance us from 
God and His best for us.

Always remember - as an essential 
part of defining it – temptations are 
bad things that taste good that will 
always lead to spiritual indigestion 
and distancing from God.

Temptations test us by trying to 
seduce us from God’s best for us with 
something less than God’s best that is 
usually figured out after the damage 
has been done to our relationships 
with God and those around us if we 
fall for ‘em.

Temptations always offer 
temporary self-gratification.

Kopp disclosure

It’s sooooooo tempting
They taste good.
That’s why they’re tempting.
We are not tempted to do anything 

with anyone that we don’t want to do.
I am not tempted to eat stewed 

tomatoes because they look like blood 
clots.

I am not tempted to be wear a 
Speedo at the beach for the same 
reasons some women shouldn’t be 
tempted to wear those leggins’ that 
we used to call Danskins.

Catch my drift?
It’s only tempting if we wanna do 

it.
If we don’t wanna do it, it’s not 

tempting.
Let’s look at how Jesus was 

tempted like we’re tempted yet 
overcame those temptations and 
stayed true to Himself.

Matthew 4:1-11 comes to mind.
Satan tempted Jesus in three ways 

to distance Him from Himself.
Satan has always been about 

separating us from God and God’s 
best intentions for us.

The first temptation was to satisfy 
material desires or self-gratification 
aka lusts.

After an extended period of fasting 
to increase intimacy with Father God, 
Jesus was hungry.

So Satan tempted or tested Jesus, 
“If you are the Son of God, tell these 
stones to become bread.”

Jesus answered, “Man does not live 
on bread alone but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.”

Jesus emphasized the eternally 
positive blessings of intimacy 
with God as more important than 
temporary self-gratifications.

It’s like comparing a BB gun to 
heavy artillery.

Satisfying lusts doesn’t have a long 
shelf life.

It’s a temporary fixed-in-
time-doesn’t-last-that-long self-
gratification provided by something 
or someone that’s not God’s best 
intentions for us.

An empty soul is more deadly than 
an empty stomach.

Souls filled with God last eternally 
longer than stuffed bellies.

Simply, it takes more than 
McDonald’s to stay alive.

We need soul food.
We need Jesus.
Our wants in time aka lusts aren’t 

as important as our eternal need 
for Jesus that gives us existential 
relief and enables us to endure our 
disappointments; or as the Stones 
sing, “You can’t always get what 
you want; but if you try sometimes, 
well, you might find you get what you 
need.”

Or as we say on the corner of 
Lincoln and Main, “The answer to 
every question is Jesus.”

The second temptation is kinda 
tough to figure out; but appears to 
be Satan trying to seduce Jesus into 
a spectacular display of His divinity 
to prove His divinity. Satan is so 
arrogant to think he can test God. It 
seems as if Satan thinks Jesus can be 
seduced into showing off His power 
when His real mission is to save the 
world for heaven, which provides 
irrepressible hope while still in the 

world: “The Devil took Jesus to the 
Holy City. He sat Him on top of 
the Temple and said, ‘Since you are 
God’s Son, jump.’ The Devil goaded 
Him by quoting Psalm 91: ‘He has 
placed You in the care of angels. 
They will catch You so that You 
won’t so much as stub Your toe on a 
stone.’”

Jesus snapped, “Don’t you dare test 
the Lord your God.”

We don’t test God.
He tests us.
We don’t define sin.
He does.
We don’t tell God which lives in 

the womb are worth living.
We don’t tell God how many 

genders there are.
We don’t tell God that Jesus was 

wrong about marriage.
We don’t tell God which lives 

matter.
We don’t tell God that there’s more 

than one way to get to heaven and 
live happily ever after.

We don’t tell God to jump off a 
bridge to prove…

We don’t tell God anything.
He’s not, as Dylan sang, an “errand 

boy for our wandering desires.”
Our job is to trust and obey God.
Our job is to worship God.
Our job is not to test Him.
Catch my drift?
The third temptation is really 

familiar to too many of us: “The 
Devil took Jesus to the peak of a huge 
mountain. He gestured expansively, 
pointing out all the earth’s kingdoms 
and their splendor. Then he said to 
Jesus, “They’re all yours – lock, stock 
and barrel. All You have to do is get 
on Your knees and worship me. Do 
that and they’re all Yours.’”

Jesus roared, “Go to hell! Get back 
to hell and away from Me! Worship 

the Lord your God! God alone! 
Worship God alone! Serve God with 
absolute single-mindedness! Honor 
God alone with your head, heart, and 
gut!”

Anyone or anything aka temptation 
that draws our attention, affection, 
and allegiance from God alone must 
be rejected.

The big ten makes that clear: “No 
other gods! No idols! Don’t associate 
the precious name of God with 
anything or anyone unbecoming to 
Him! That’s taking His name in vain! 
Anytime you say something about 
God that’s not true to His Word, 
that’s taking His name in vain! And 
you better take time out to worship 
God!” (see Exodus 20).

Pride is a deadly sin.
People under the influence of the 

unholy trinity of Satan, Antichrist, 
and false prophecy elevate themselves 
to the level of God as they sink 
deeper into sin and separation from 
God.

It goes like this: “I know that’s 
what the Jesus and the Bible say but 
I think…”

Such arrogance is reflected in 
Godless governments, schools, media, 
entertainment and even churches that 
have replaced The Word with whim, 
which is another word for sin.

Quick parenthesis.
Since when is pride a Christian 

character trait?
Since when is ethnic, or gender, 

or national, or denominational, or 
whatever else that we come up with 
to dis-criminate and segregate, a 
Christian character trait?

Just saying.
No, I’m not just saying!
It’s not what we say that matters 

Writers have ‘deep concerns’ in 
District #100

Dear Dr. Woestman and President 
Maville,

We are writing to express our 
deep concerns with Belvidere 
School District #100’s decision not 
to resume in-person instruction for 
students, despite a significant number 
of families requesting the return of 
students and strong professional 
recommendations that students return 
for their wellbeing.

The district’s decision contradicts 
your own rationale that it is “based 
on many factors, including the region 
and county’s increasing spread 
of COVID-19” when the district 
acknowledges that some students who 
receive Special Education services 
and vocational studies are able to 
receive in-person instruction, as if 
somehow they are less susceptible 
to a communicable disease than all 
other students. Moreover, it is our 
understanding that some district 
schools are open right now allowing 
providers to deliver “daycare 
services”. This contradiction to your 
policy is puzzling.

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), on their website 
under “The Importance of Reopening 
America’s Schools” section state the 
following:

School closure disrupts the delivery 
of in-person instruction and critical 
services to children and families, 
which has negative individual and 

societal ramifications. The best 
available evidence from countries 
that have opened schools indicates 
that COVID-19 poses low risks to 
school-aged children…and suggests 
that children are unlikely to be major 
drivers of the spread of the virus. 
Reopening schools creates opportunity 
to invest in the education, wellbeing, 
and future of one of America’s greatest 
assets—our children—while taking 
every precaution to protect students, 
teachers, staff and all their families.

We agree with the CDC and 
earnestly urge you to reconsider your 
decision not to resume in-person 
learning students—a decision that will 
cause unnecessary additional harm to 
our students and their families. We 
have seen in-person instruction work 
well, and safely, across our region and 
many schools are offering families the 
option including the Rockford school 
district.

Please do not hesitate to contact 
us if you wish to discuss this matter 
further.

David Syverson, 
IL State Senator, 35th District 

Joe Sosnowski
IL State Representative, 69th 

District
Karl Johnson, 

Chairman, Boone County Board
Mike Chamberlain

Mayor, City of Belvidere
Owen Costanza,

Village President, Village of Poplar 
Grove

Letter to the editor
See KOPP DISCLOSURE, Page 9
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By Anne Eickstadt
EDITOR

“Byron Bank is proud to once 
again partner with the Federal Home 
Loan Bank of Chicago to award local 
agencies $21,000 in grants through 
the Targeted Impact Fund. 

“When Byron Bank found out 
there was another round of relief, we 
didn’t hesitate to jump on board,” 
says Byron Bank President Brent 
Baker. “Byron Bank’s priority is to 
help our communities during this un-
certain time. 

“The Federal Home Loan Bank 
of Chicago is offering the Targeted 
Impact fund to communities in order 
to provide members with grants to 
support relief efforts for populations 
hardest-hit by COVID-19 as well as 
to promote equity and opportunity 
for communities of color. $6,000 was 
awarded to HomeStart and $5,000 to 
Habitat for Humanity Boone County, 
Habitat for Humanity Ogle County, 
and Serenity Hospice and Home. 

“Byron Bank is proud to help in 
the recovery of our communities 
and will continue to work with those 
experiencing financial hardship due 
to the current environment,” Baker 
said.

The Byron Bank presented the 
check to Habitat for Humanity of 
Boone County on Thursday, Oct. 29.

“This house is our veteran build 
and our second house this year,” 
said Habitat for Humanity of Boone 
County Executive Director Kim 
Mickey. “We started it in September 
and the family will be moving in on 

ANNE EICKSTADT PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

 Left to right: Don Banks, Byron Bank of Poplar Grove; Brent Banker, president of Byron Bank gives Kim Mickey, executive director of 
Habitat for Humanity of Boone County a check for $5,000; Don Penney, and Walter Stephens on the Habitat Board of Directors; Art High-
land, head of construction; and Leah Kays, vice president of Byron Bank.

Byron Bank awards $21,000 in grants through Targeted Impact Fund

Nov. 1. We have had so many volun-
teers from the American Legion, the 
VFW, and Byron Bank – more than 
ever before. They have really helped 
to propel this project forward.

“Our next build will be in the 
spring for Jacqueline Davis and her 
family. Come April, we will be look-

ing for volunteers and donations to 
help us.”

To volunteer with Habitat for 
Humanity of Boone County, call 
815-980-6247. Donations may be 
addressed to: Habitat for Humanity 
of Boone County, P.O. Box 1222, 
Belvidere, Ill. 61008.

BHS athletic participation 
clearance due Nov. 12

The online registration process must be completed, a current athletic 
physical submitted to the athletic office and impact concussion testing 
complete before athletic participation will be allowed at Belvidere 
High school. Clearance is required in order to start practice and/or 
tryouts.

Instructions for online registration and forms are available at 
il.8to18.com/belviderehs.

Winter sports begin Monday, Nov. 16. The registration deadline is 
Thursday, Nov. 12, at 8 a.m.

If there are questions, contact the Belvidere High School Athletic 
Office at 815-547-7552.

Muellner was ‘working hard’ 
for re-election to county board
By Bob Balgemann
REPORTER

Boone County Board member Jes-
sica Muellner said she was “working 
really hard” this year to win re-elec-
tion to the county board. 

But the unexpected resignation 
of Marty Kinczel, county supervi-
sor of assessments, brought about a 
change in plans. And before long, 
Muellner was recommended as his 
replacement by county board Chair-
man Karl Johnson. She accepted and 
was confirmed by the board just 12 
days before the Nov. 3 presidential 
election. 

The vote came at the Oct. 21 
board meeting, with the appointment 
effective Oct. 22 when she took the 
oath of office from county Clerk and 
Recorder Julie Stapler. 

Muellner, residential deputy as-

sessor for Belvidere Township at 
the time, attended that board meet-
ing and after the vote was asked by 
Johnson if she wanted to come to the 
microphone and say a few words.

She did and said, “I’m really hon-
ored to be taking on this responsibil-
ity. I’m really motivated to be part of 
my community and be invested in it.” 

Of the time leading up to her 
change in plans, she said she had 
been “really working hard this year, 
so I could keep the chair (on the 
board). That was the direction it was 
all going. Then there was the unex-
pected resignation of Kinczel.

“It has been bittersweet. But I’m 
really looking forward to this. I think 
it will be exciting and great. This is 
how I was meant to serve the com-
munity. So, thank you.” 

Before the vote a soon to be for-

mer fellow board member, Marshall 
Newhouse, offered a few comments. 

“I would just like to comment 
that over the years we’ve served 
together, I have enjoyed the debate 
with you,” he said. “You have been 
challenging, you are educated, and 
have been very articulate. I’m sure 
that you’re going to bring all of that 
and a soft touch to the office you are 
going to be holding. I want to wish 
you the best.” 

Committee of the Whole Finance 
Chair Sherry Giesecke, who’s also 
vice chair of the county board, said 
for a moment she thought Muellner 
was going to say she had changed 
her mind and wanted to remain on 
the board. 

That not being the case, Johnson 
observed, “Now you’re going to be 
on the other side.”

“CLIP ‘N SAVE”

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
SATURDAY, DEC. 5, 2020

REAL ESTATE TO BE SOLD AT 11 A.M. SHARP!!
OPEN HOUSE TO BE HELD SUNDAY, NOV. 8 FROM 2-4 P.M. 
LOCATION: 16253 Best Rd., Davis, IL 61019.
Country living!! 1,400 sq. ft., 4 bedroom ranch located on 4.96 acres, 1 bath, 

basement has finished rec room & den, shower & partial kitchen. Deck 
& open porch. House is 25 years old. Laundry hook ups on first floor & 

basement. One medium size & 1 small outbuilding. Winnebago Co. taxes. 
TERMS FOR REAL ESTATE: Sold in “AS IS” condition. $10,000 down (non-
refundable) day of sale by cashiers check or check w/bank letter of guarantee. 
NO CONTINGENCIES! Closing in 45 days or less. Title policy to be furnished 
at closing. Announcements day of sale prevail over written material. Lee 
Auction Service is NOT responsible for accidents. Sale is subject to executor’s 
approval. No buyer’s premium on real estate. 
OWNER: James E. Gray Trust.

LEE AUCTION SERVICE
Belvidere, IL 61008 - Cell # 815-988-0249
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DOROTHY KAY GILDSETH, 82
Dorothy (“Dee”) Kay Gildseth died 

on Oct. 21, 2020, at the age of 82 after 
a brief illness at Homme Home for the 
Aging in Wittenberg, Wis. 

She was born on Jan. 4, 1938, 
to Jerrold and Emma (McMullen) 
Seaver and was baptized into the 
Lutheran faith by the late Rev. E.G. 
Burtness at Capron Lutheran Church, 
Capron. Dee was raised on the fam-
ily dairy farm near Capron and was 
the youngest of four children.

After graduating from North 
Boone High School, Dee attended 
Luther College in Decorah, Iowa, 
for two years where she sang in the 
acclaimed Nordic Choir while study-
ing to be a teacher. She left college 
after her second year to marry Rev. 
Richard “Dick” Gildseth and became 
a full-time pastor’s wife and moth-
er. They were united in marriage on 
Aug. 22, 1958, and served several 
parishes while raising their family 
of four children: Kim, John, Tom 
and Kris. In 1973, the family moved 
to Wittenberg, Wis., which Dee and 
family came to call home.

Dee was a sensitive, loving person 
with a gregarious personality. She 
loved to tell stories from her past and 
share in lively conversations. She 
enjoyed singing, especially around 
the family piano when visiting her 

parents and 
family in Illi-
nois and also 
participating in 
“The Pro-Music 
Ensemble” at 
the direction of 
Carol Folsom in 
Wittenberg.

She was very 
involved in the 
Sunnyside 4-H 

Club of Wittenberg and helped di-
rect many plays for 4-H drama com-
petitions. She was a coordinator for 
Vacation Bible School at Redeemer 
Lutheran in Wittenberg. She was 
also involved in Redeemer’s youth 
choir program. Dee loved camping, 
nature, wildlife and spending time at 
the family log cabin. She loved holi-
days and birthdays and always made 
them into memorable experiences. 
She was also a big fan of Wisconsin 
sports, especially her beloved Green 
Bay Packers. 

A lifetime highlight was a trip she 
took to Ireland with her sister Roma, 
son John, and nephew Kirk for a 
family tree research adventure. She 
was very proud of her Irish and Nor-
wegian heritage. Dee will be greatly 
missed by many.

Dorothy was preceded in death by 
her husband, Richard; parents, Jerr-

old and Emma Seaver; and brother, 
Ronald Seaver. She is survived by her 
sister, Roma Thompson; and broth-
er Robert Seaver; her four children, 
Kimberly (Mike) Gilbertson of Wit-
tenberg, Wis., John Gildseth of Bald-
win, Wis., Thomas (Sam) Gildseth of 
Minocqua, Wis., and Kristina (Jacki) 
Gildseth of Minneapolis, Minn.; five 
grandchildren, Carrie (Dan) Nueske, 
Eric (Jessica) Gilbertson, Callie (Jar-
ed) Johnson, Caleb Lingel, and Kil-
lian Lingel; seven great-grandchil-
dren: Miranda (Tony) Morrell, Joc-
elyn Nueske, Brayden Nueske, Mila 
Gilbertson, Lola Gilbertson, Beckett 
Johnson, Ruby Johnson; one great-
great granddaughter, Holly Morrell 
(with one great-great grandson on 
the way); and many loving nieces 
and nephews.

Because of the COVID 19 pan-
demic, the family has decided to 
have a small, immediate family 
only, graveside service. Thank you 
for your kind thoughts and prayers 
during this difficult time. Stay safe.

Schmidt & Schulta Funeral Home, 
Wittenberg is assisting the family 
with funeral arrangements. Memo-
ries and messages of support may 
be shared at schmidtschulta.com or 
mailed to the family of Dorothy in 
care of Kimberly Gilbertson, 403 W. 
Vinal St., Wittenberg, WI. 54499.

Obituary

Extensions for driver’s license
Illinois Secretary of State Jesse 

White is reminding the public that ex-
pirations for license plate stickers end-
ed Nov. 1. License plate stickers can 
easily be renewed online at www.cy-
berdriveillinois.com. Driver’s licenses 
and ID cards remain extended until 
Feb. 1, 2021.

“I encourage the public to renew 
their license plate sticker online at 
www.cyberdriveillinois.com from the 
comfort on their own home,” White 
said. “Online renewals for license 
plate stickers have skyrocketed since 
June 1, and if you pay with an e-check, 
the payment processing fee is waived 
through the end of the year.”

To register, drivers will need their 
vehicle registration card or past re-
newal notice containing their Regis-
tration ID and PIN numbers. If vehicle 
owners do not have a renewal notice 
or a current registration card, they 
should call the Public Inquiry Division 
at 800-252-8980. After obtaining their 
Registration ID and PIN numbers, 
they can visit www.cyberdriveillinois.
com and go to the “License Plate Re-

newal Email Notices” under Online 
Services.

Since June 1, more than 1.5 million 
people have renewed their license 
plate stickers online. This is nearly 
double the amount renewing online 
during the same period in 2019. 

White is reminding the public that 
if they renew online and pay with an 
e-check, the payment processing fee 
is waived through the end of the year 
for the following services: renewing a 
license plate sticker, obtaining a dupli-
cate driver’s license or ID card, and re-
newing a driver’s license through the 
Safe Driver Renewal program. People 
who conduct online transactions will 
avoid waiting in line at a facility. 

For those customers who must vis-
it a facility, face masks are required. 
In addition, customers are asked to be 
patient due to heavy volume and to 
be prepared to wait outside in various 
types of weather. This is due to social 
distancing, which limits the number of 
people inside a facility at one time. 

For more information, visit www.
cyberdriveillinois.com.
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By Mindy Long
LOCAL HISTORY LIBRARIAN,  
IDA PUBLIC LIBRARY

Doty Park is a busy place during 
warm weather in Belvidere. With its 
beautiful playground, walking path, 
nearby ice cream shops, summer 
spray ground and winter ice arena, 
Doty is a great place to spend the day 
outdoors. In the past, this location 
held revivalist tents, a local speaking 
platform, and was home to many 
city events. But did you know that 
it also featured a river steamboat in 
the early 1900s? Named “Belle,” the 
steamboat docked at the Riverside 
Landing and operated from 1902-
1905.

The steamboat was purchased 
from Rockford by George Rose in 
1902. Originally named “Alice”, the 
25-foot boat had a sturdy iron hull 
and could carry about 24 passengers. 
Rechristened “Belle” in May of 
1902, the steamboat was launched 
with great fanfare. Balloons, an ice 
cream social, a cadet drill, fireworks, 
and cannon firing celebrated her 
launch. George Rose announced 
a schedule and fees for daytime 
public excursions up and down the 

Kishwaukee River complete with 
local band music and ice cream. 
Private party rentals with more adult 
beverages were available during 
evening hours.   

It may seem a bit over the top 
to purchase a steamboat for such a 
small stretch of river, but George 
Rose was just the kind of over the 
top person to think extravagantly. 
One of Belvidere’s early settlers, 
Rose was in the business of 
entertainment and relaxation. He 
acquired the property along the river 
which we now know as Doty Park 
and renamed it Rose’s Lawn. Rose 
built a boathouse on the south bank 
where he rented out small rowboats 
on weekends. On the north side of 
W. Locust St., Rose build a small 
dance hall building for evening 
revelers. Behind his own home at 
306 W. Pleasant, Rose constructed 
a small building where he made and 
sold ice cream. The building held a 
steam boiler and special engine to 
run his ice cream freezers. The entire 
area became known as “Rose’s Park” 
and Belvidere residents flocked 
to the spacious lawns to enjoy ice 
cream, rent a rowboat, dance the 

two-step, and just relax on balmy 
summer nights. Rose even provided 
hammocks, swings, and sun tents. 

Winter did not faze George Rose, 
however. He quickly changed his 
business model over to skating and 
hot cocoa when the temperatures 
dropped. Rose purchased additional 
land on the southwest side of the 
Kishwaukee and constructed a 
toboggan slide which would send 
sleds on the frozen river to the new 
area, named Riverside Park. The 
speed of the slide was so fast that 
many people were left breathless 
once the sleds stopped.  

Alas, all good things come to 
an end sometime and the grand 
steamboat named “Belle” sank 
during the Kishwaukee River 
flooding of 1905. Massive storms set 
the river on a rampage, destroying 
trees, boards, and debris in the 
raging waters. Poor “Belle” was 
unable to withstand the torrent. She 
was ripped from her moorings and 
sank to the bottom of the river under 
the State Street Bridge. According 
to newspaper reports, her iron hull 
made it difficult to salvage, so she 
was left in the bottom of the river. 

Some doubt she ever was ever 
recovered. On a foggy, warm night, 
some say you can still hear the music 

and laughter of passengers as “Belle” 
makes her ghostly way down the 
Kishwaukee River.

382936

381146

By Ann Marie Cain, FBCM
MANAGER, WINNEBAGO-BOONE FARM 
BUREAU

The Winnebago-Boone Farm 
Bureau® Foundation is offering 
$1,500 scholarships for graduating 
high school seniors and college 
students of Farm Bureau members 
wanting to pursue a degree in a field 
of agriculture. The applications are 
available at the Farm Bureau office 
located at 1925 S Meridian Road, 
Rockford, or online. To qualify, the 
Farm Bureau membership must have 
been active for a year.

 The student must be pursuing an 
agricultural related degree (e.g. plant 

science, animal science, agricultural 
mechanics, agricultural business, 
environmental services, food sciences, 
natural resources, ag teachers, etc.). 
Students may receive the scholarship 
up to a maximum of four years. 
Applications are due Feb. 1.

Winnebago-Boone Farm Bureau 
is also accepting applications for 
our Summer Internship program. 
Graduating High School Seniors 
enrolled in college for the 2021 fall 
semester with an interest in agriculture 
or college students majoring in 
agriculture, communications, 
marketing or education are invited to 
apply for our summer Internship.  

Back in the saddle

Bizarre Belvidere

BDR PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

 The steamer “Bell” waiting for the gong at Riverside Landing. 
(Photo from Belvidere Daily Republican, 1902)

Cruising Belvidere’s stretch of the 
Kish on a steamship named ‘Belle’

WBFB Foundation scholarship and 
internship applications now online

For more information, contact the 
Winnebago-Boone Farm Bureau, 
located at 1925 S Meridian Road, 
Rockford, IL, by phone at 815-962-
0653 or by email wbfbmanager@
live.com with any questions or to 
request applications.  Applications 
are also available online at www.
winnebagoboonefarmbureau.org under 
Scholarship & Internships.  Visit the 
website for more scholarship and 
internship opportunities.
Additional Scholarship 
Opportunities

Agriculture students and Illinois 
Farm Bureau® (IFB) members, 
spouses and children are eligible to 
apply for 77 college scholarships 
offered by the IAA Foundation, 
Illinois Farm Bureau’s charitable arm. 
The scholarships, ranging from $1,000 
to $7,500, will be awarded in total of 
$123,000 for the 2021-22 school year. 

Students may apply for a variety 
of scholarships, including three IAA 
Foundation Top Scholarships, where 
winners will each receive $5,000 
awards. Another $7,500 award goes 
to the Illinois Farm Bureau Legacy 
of Leadership scholarship winner. In 
addition to family scholarships often 
established to honor the memory of a 
loved one, the IAA Foundation offers 

scholarships on behalf of organizations 
such as Prairie Farms Dairy. For 2021, 
the IAA Foundation is honored to 
administer the newly created Sara C. 
Andrews Memorial Scholarship and 
the H.R. Beeson Scholarship. 

 All applicants must be current 
high school seniors accepted for 
enrollment, or students already 
enrolled, at an accredited college, 
or university. Scholarships are 
awarded for exceptional academics, 
leadership experiences and community 
involvement. Previous winners of 
an IAA Foundation scholarship 
are eligible to apply again if the 
scholarship allows.

 A full listing of available 
scholarships and eligibility guidelines 
is available on the Foundation 
website, www.iaafoundation.org. New 
timeline:: The application opens Jan. 1, 
2021 and must be completed online by 
Feb. 15, 2021. 

For more information, contact 
Winnebago-Boone Farm Bureau, the 
IAA Foundation at 309-557-2232, or 
e-mail Jennifer Smith at jsmith@ilfb.
org.

The mission of the IAA Foundation, 
Illinois Farm Bureau’s charitable arm, 
is to fund education, research, and 
charitable activities that benefit Illinois 

farm families and agriculture. 
Farm Family Resource Initiative 
offers new helpline

A new helpline (1-833-FARM-
SOS) is now available for farmers 
who need someone to talk to about 
the everyday stresses of farming and 
pandemic-related challenges.  The 
new helpline (1-833-FARM-SOS) will 
connect farmers to health professionals 
and services through the Farm Family 
Resource Initiative. 

The initiative also offers ongoing 
outreach, education and training to 
rural partners working to improve the 
health and safety of farm families. 
Free webinars and trainings on 
psychological signs of stress and 
mental health first aid offer program 
participants skill-building tools to meet 
the needs of rural clients and farmers. 

The new helpline (1-833-FARM-
SOS) is open 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. 
Holiday Nuts and More 

Holiday Nuts and More sales are 
under way. Order forms are available 
through the Winnebago-Boone Farm 
Bureau office or on our website at 
www.winnebagoboonefarmbureau.
org. All orders are due by Tuesday, 
Nov. 17. Orders are to be picked up 
the week of Dec.7.  

ANNE EICKSTADT PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Drive-thru flu clinic popular with residents
 The drive-thru flu clinic at the Boone County Health Dept. proved popular as residents lined up 
to get their free shots on Oct. 20, 21 and 22. Student nurses were able to get in some hands-on 
practical hours as they assisted with getting information from the waiting vehicles and administer-
ing shots.
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By Margaret Downing
REPORTER

Following is a story from an interview 12 
years ago with Sharon Atkins of Roscoe, quite 
a story regarding her father.

The headline in the Portland (Maine) Press 
Herald dated the morning of May 9, 1945 read, 
“49 die in mysterious boat blast three miles off 
Cape Elizabeth – 13 survive explosion of April 
23 – 200-foot Eagle Boat split by blast; only 
two bodies are found.” 

The whole story of the tragic end of the patrol 
ship USS Eagle PE-56, took over 50 years to 
finally be told.

The war in Europe was basically over by 
April of 1945. Other front page stories included, 
“Europe’s guns silenced after nearly six years 
… Patton fires last U.S. shot;” “Red-Nazi Peace 
signed in Berlin;” “Dresden falls in last red 
victory of war;” “Invasion of Japan now being 
planned;” and “Allied Control Commission in 
Norway, patriots reportedly capture Quisling.”

A copy of that 1945 newspaper, photos of the 
crew and other information has been cared for 
since that time and is now in the possession of 
the widow and a daughter of one of the crew-
men. Oscar Franklin Davis was one of the 13 
men who survived the sinking three miles off 
Cape Elizabeth, Maine, on April 23, 1945.

Davis’ widow, Lorraine Davis Tracey (Earl 
Tracey), lives in Machesney Park. The couple’s 
daughter, Sharon Atkins, is a Roscoe resident. 
There is also a son, Gerry Davis of Pecatonica.

As noted by Atkins, her father Oscar Davis, 

who had rheumatic fever as a child growing up 
on a farm in Alto Pass in southern Illinois, suf-
fered a massive heart attack at the age of 42 and 
died in 1974 at the age of 52. “Dad graduated 
from high school in 1940, the only one out of 11 
kids who graduated high school. He is buried in 
Rockford (Illinois),” she said.

Another crewman, John Breeze, who also 
survived the sinking of the Eagle, told Sharon 
that her father was fearless … that “he was 
tough, strong and tall.” He had been an excel-
lent athlete in school and very popular with the 
ladies but Oscar wanted more out of life than 
what could be found on the southern Illinois 
farm.

He was also very proud of being in the Navy.
Oscar wasn’t the only serviceman in the fam-

ily. One of his brothers, James, joined the Army 
and participated in the invasion of Normandy 
on D-Day where he became one of the casual-
ties on June 23, 1944. Sharon said he was bur-
ied in France but after four years, his body was 
brought home.

After Oscar was discharged from the Navy 
on Jan. 1, 1946, he worked at J.I. Case and 
Ipsen Heat Treating in Rockford. He also met 
through mutual friends his future wife Lorraine, 
who worked at Atwood’s. The couple married 
in December of 1948. Sharon Atkins said her 
father and several of his brothers had come 
to Rockford looking for work as there wasn’t 
much available in the southern part of the state.

Returning to the 1945 Maine newspaper sto-
ry, it was stated, “Survivors said the 200-foot 

ship split in two and sank within a few min-
utes of the terrific (midday) explosion. Many 
of those listed as missing were trapped in be-
low-deck compartments. A Naval Court of In-
quiry headed by Capt. E.J. Freeman, USNR, 
commanding officer of the Portland Naval Sta-
tion, convened almost immediately. The court 
has not yet reported its findings. They held 
knowledge that the ship recently came from re-
pair docks after a complete 10-day overhauling. 
Naval craft and planes, which scouted the di-
saster area, failed to uncover a single additional 
body or any wreckage, other than a few pieces 
of timber, empty oil barrels, and general debris. 
One life jacket was found later on the water 
but none of the survivors reported having used 
one to keep afloat. Navy officials said the water 
temperature at the time of the accident was 42 
degrees Fahrenheit. Normally it is recorded at 
48 degrees.

“Rescue Lasts 17 Minutes. Last of the 13 
survivors was picked up about 17 minutes after 
personnel aboard a nearby destroyer (the USS 
Selfridge DD-357) and lightship had witnessed 
the explosion. The Navy said a steady geyser of 
water poured high into the air as the ship split 
amidships.

“The suddenness of the explosion, quick 
sinking of the ship and immediate rescue of 
survivors left few tales of heroism. Survivors 
remained afloat by grasping floating timber, 
empty oil barrels, and other wreckage. Some of 
those who perished went to the bottom when 
numbness, brought on by the cold water, forced 

them to relinquish holds on floating objects, 
survivors related. Only two of the 13 suffered 
injuries serious enough to require hospital bed 
treatment. Others escaped with minor cuts and 
bruises. All were given blood plasma and mor-
phine injections for shock and exposure.”*

*(Note: Sharon Atkins says her father insist-
ed this was not true. They were never given 
morphine.)

Listed as survivors were: Lt. John P. Scagnel-
li, 25; John L. Breeze, Jr., 22, machinist mate… 
Concord, H.H.; Oscar F. Davis, 23, machinist 
mate; Lawrence L. Edwards, 20, gunners mate; 
Cletus J. Frane, 31, machinist mate; Daniel 
E. Jaronik, 19, seaman; Edward G. Lockhart, 
28, machinist mate; John E. Luttrell, 20, sea-
man; Harold H. Petersen, 23, machinist mate; 
William A. Thompson, 31, fireman; John A. 
Wisniewski, 35, radioman; John A. Happoldt, 
20, seaman; and Joseph C. Priestas, 23, water 
tender.

Lieutenant Scagnelli, in an interview with 
the Portland Press Herald in 1945, said, “Most 
of the men were on the port side at the time of 
the explosion,” (although Scagnelli was on the 
starboard side).

“He estimated that no more than 40 seconds 
elapsed from the time he was knocked from 
his bunk until he reached open water. ‘When 
I was knocked out of bed, I saw no sign of life 
and I heard no one calling for help…’ He be-
lieved more than 20 men were trapped in the 
CPO quarters, radio shack, wardroom, officers’ 
stateroom and officers’ galley.

Facts of a sinking not admitted till over 50 years after WW II

OSCAR DAVIS FAMILY PHOTOS Rock Valley Publishing

 Change of Command, USS Eagle PE 56, on January 23, 1945 in Casco Bay, Maine. 
This ship would be sunk by a German submarine in April of that year and many of 
these men would lose their lives.

 “Engineering Crew, Oscar (Davis) third from left, bottom, 1943.” Davis and 12 crew-
mates survived the sinking of the USS Eagle PE 56. It took 56 years for the Navy to 
admit that the patrol boat was sunk by a U-boat.
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1983 PAWLISCH DRIVE
CHERRYVALE MALL
815-332-9445

RIGHT NEXT TO WATER TOWER
M-F 8:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sat. 8:00 a.m.-Noon

520 LOGAN AVENUE, BELVIDERE
3 BLOCKS EAST OF BELVIDERE PARK

M-F 8:00-5:30; SAT. 8:00-3:00

815-544-4452

1610 ALPINE ROAD, ROCKFORD
1 BLOCK SOUTH OF COLONIAL VILLAGE

M-F 8:00-5:30; SAT. 8:00-3:00

815-398-7867

5257 SWANSON ROAD, ROSCOE
2 MILES S. OF HONONEGAH ELEVATOR ON RT. 251

M-F 8:00-5:30; SAT. 8:00-3:00

815-637-4055

5302 N. 2ND, LOVES PARK
ACROSS FROM POPEYE’S

M-F 8:00-5:30; SAT. 8:00-3:00

815-282-1177

YOUR LOW PRICE TIRE STORE! WWW.TIREDEALS.COM

OIL CHANGE
SERVICE

Standard

$1488
High Mileage

$2999
Includes Synthetic 
Blend Motor OilFull Synthetic

$5999
Includes

Top Off Service Ask about a
FREE
TIRE

ROTATION!

• Most vehicles
• Install new oil filter
• Refill up to 5 quarts motor oil
  (Additional quarts extra)
• Lubricate chassis (if applicable)
• $3.00 disposal fee

Must present coupon at time of service.
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 11/12/2020

$25 OFF
ANY SERVICE OF
$150 OR MORE

Must present coupon at time of service.
Not valid with any other offer or tires. Expires 11/12/2020

Must present coupon at time of service.
Not valid with any other offer or tires. Expires 11/12/2020

$40 OFF
ANY SERVICE OF
$250 OR MORE

$10 OFF
Most Vehicles

Must present coupon at time of service.
Not valid with any other coupon or discount.
See store for details. Expires 11/12/2020

NEED WORK ON YOUR VEHICLE 
BUT SHORT ON $$$$?

Now Available

SOCIAL DISTANCING • WEAR MASKS
REMEMBER THE KIDS AND GRANDKIDS

ALIGNMENT SPECIAL

SHOCKS OR STRUTS

ROTATE & BALANCE

May not be combined with any other offer or coupon. 
Some services not available at all locations. Must redeem 

at time of purchase. Offer expires 11/12/2020.

$20 OFF
ANY SET OF 4 SHOCKS OR STRUTS
Installed in store recommended. 50,000 Miles

$10 OFF
INCLUDES: Inflate tires to proper pressure

• Computer spin balance all 4 wheels • Includes 4-tire rotation
• Mag wheels and some trucks extra • TPMS service extra

May not be combined with any other offer or coupon. 
Some services not available at all locations. Must redeem 

at time of purchase. Offer expires 11/12/2020.

STORE SPECIALTHE WORKS

• OFFER GOOD FOR MOST CARS •
• MINI VANS – LIGHT TRUCKS UP TO 1/2 TON •

• 3/4 – 1 TON TRUCKS – ADD $10 •
• 5W20 – ADD $2 • With Coupon •
• Not valid with any other offer •

• Expires 11/12/20 •

1) Lube, Oil Change & FILTER 
     (up to 5 quarts of 10w30 Motor Oil)
2) Check Fluid Levels & Top Off

A: Coolant in Reserve Tank & Condition
B: Power Steering Fluid & Condition
C: Fill Wash Fluid (REAL Wash Fluid )
D: Transmission Fluid Level & Condition of Fluid
E: Brake Fluid & Condition of Fluid

3) Inspect Belts & Hoses
4) Inspect Tires & Correct Air Pressure
5) Rotate Tires
6) Inspect Thickness of Brake Pads
7) Check Vehicle Charging System

A: Test Output of Alternator
B: Load Test The Battery
C: Check Condition of Battery Connections

$2495
Plus Disposal

Fee & Sales Tax

PASSENGER
TIRES

$40 OFF
Any New Set of Four

CS5 GRAND TOURING OR
CS5 ULTRA TOURING TIRES

May not be combined with any other offer or
coupon. Some services not available at all

locations. Must redeem at time of purchase.
Offer expires 11/12/2020.
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for voting us
AMONG THE BEST COMMUNITY PRESENCE

& #1 in the Region for
BEST FURNITURE STORE & BEST APPLIANCE STORE!

Northwest Illinois' Largest Furniture, Mattress & Appliance Dealer

24CONSECUTIVE

YEARS!

SERVING THE SURROUNDING
COMMUNITY FOR BRAND NAME

FURNITURE, MATRESSES & APPLIANCES48O
V
ER YEARS

REASONS TO SHOP AT RITE-WAY:
Friendly & Helpful Customer Service - No Pressure Assistance from Knowledgable Staff

Best Brand Selection - Flexsteel, Serta, Therapedic, Frigidaire, Best Chair, GE and More

Local Advantage - Stop into the Rite-Way Store to see and feel the product before you buy!

Low Price Guarantee - Will Match or Beat Same Items Local Pricing.

Delivery in Our Region - Set at time that works for the customer and haul away the old items.

Come See Us Today in Historic Downtown Freeport.
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 The planning area for the Fox River Corridor Plan spans five communities, conservation areas, nature 
preserves and parks over a distance of 8 miles from Burtons Bridge at Route 176 as the south end to 
North Chapel Hill Road on the north end. The project builds on the foundation of two previous Fox River 
Corridor plans—one for Villages of Algonquin and Carpentersville (completed in December 2015) and 
another for McHenry and Lake Counties (completed in September 2018). However, this project is ulti-
mately a blank slate upon which priorities can emerge through the planning process. Visit www.cmap.
illinois.gov for more information.

using hand sanitizer, and watching 
their distance from others while voting. 

“The rate of new infections is surg-
ing in our region—a steeper curve 
than we saw in the spring,” said Mark 
Pfister, executive director of the Lake 
County Health Department. “We suc-
cessfully flattened the curve then, and 
we can do it again. Our success de-
pends on all businesses and residents 
doing their part, participating with con-
tact tracers if you are called, and being 
extremely cautious to eliminate chanc-
es for this virus to spread. Please do not 
let your guard down in social settings, 
even around close friends and family 
who don’t live in your home.” 

IDPH will continue to track the pos-
itivity rate in Region 9 in the coming 
days to determine if mitigations can 
be relaxed, if additional mitigations 
are required, or if current mitigations 

should remain in place. 
“We will continue to monitor the 

spread of COVID-19 and keep the re-
gion informed about community trans-
mission,” said Melissa Adamson, pub-
lic health administrator for the McHen-
ry County Department of Health. “If 
we work together, we could avoid fur-
ther mitigations and potentially see a 
return to Phase 4 restrictions in the next 
two weeks. But that’s a goal that can 
only be achieved by following those 
preventative measures we’ve stressed 
for the past several months and work-
ing with your local health department 
to complete their case investigations.”
Additional Information 

Everyone should continue to fol-
low the 3 Ws to slow the spread of 
COVID-19: 

• Wear a mask.
• Wash your hands/

• Watch your distance.
To view the North Suburban Region 

metrics on the Illinois Department of 
Public Health website, visit www.dph.
illinois.gov/regionmetrics and select 
Region 9. Metrics are updated daily, 
including testing positivity rates, hos-
pital admissions, and hospital capacity.

For trusted information on the 
COVID-19 pandemic from reputa-
ble state and federal sources, visit the 
State of Illinois, Illinois Department of 
Public Health, and Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) web-
sites.

public assets. Historically, it has 
played a major role in shaping the 
region’s landscape, both natural and 
developed, but today its full potential 
remains unrealized.

The study area for this planning 
project spans five communities, con-
servation areas, nature preserves and 
parks over a distance of eight miles 
from Burtons Bridge at Route 176 on 
the south end to North Chapel Hill 
Road in Johnsburg on the north end. 
Municipalities within the study area 

include McHenry, Johnsburg, Holi-
day Hills and Prairie Grove.

The project builds on the foun-
dation of two previous Fox River 
Corridor plans—one for Villages of 
Algonquin and Carpentersville (Ex-
ternal link) (completed in December 
2015) and another for McHenry and 
Lake Counties (External link) (com-
pleted in September 2018). However, 
this project is ultimately a blank slate 
upon which priorities can emerge 
through the planning process.

• Plan   (Continued from front page)

• Mitigations   (Continued from front page)

MCCD gearing up 
for winter activities

McHenry County Conservation District’s winter program offerings 
are loaded with both indoor and outdoor nature enthusiast adventures. 
Sign up for “An Introduction to Orienteering,” test your knowledge 
at a virtual “Nature Trivia Night,” hone your animal tracking skills at 
“Tracks and Scat” or spend “An Afternoon with the Short-eared Owls.”

Go behind the scenes for “Festival of the Sugar Maples” at Tapping 
Into Nature or grab your family for an evening of “Upcycling: 
Out with Old, In with the New”. Start the New Year off right at 
the “Kames Kickoff Hike: Glacial Park,” or “Howl at the Moon” 
on a special night hike, take part in a “Winter Tree ID” or get an 
“Introduction to Winter Birds” from the comfort of your couch. There 
is something for everyone! Most programs are free.

Visit the conservation district’s website at www.MCCDistrict.org to 
view the programs in greater detail or sign up to receive the seasonal 
magazine Landscapes. Registration opens for county residents Nov. 
10 (Non-residents opens Nov. 20) and is accepted online, by phone 
(free programs only) at 815-479-5779, or by mail-in to Prairieview 
Education Center, 2112 Behan Road in Crystal Lake.

COURTESY PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

 See inside the latest issue of Landscapes for winter activi-
ties, plus an announcement of the Conservation Award recipi-
ent and 2020 Community Survey Results.
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E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

bdrnews@rvpublishing.com
by noon on FRIDAy

you ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t No experieNce Needed! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PhoToS may alSo aPPear on our Web SITe, rvpublishing.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

This is aN OPeN call fOr submiTTed PhOTOs
 TO be used iN yOur cOmmuNiTy NewsPaPer
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 Amanda Mehl announces a new grant to combat substance abuse in Boone County.

The Boone County Behavioral 
Health Task Force has been award-
ed a second three-year U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice, Bureau of Justice 
Assistance (BJA) Comprehensive 
Opioid, Stimulant and Substance 
Abuse Site-based Program (COSS-
AP) grant in the amount of $599,000 
to continue to address substance 
abuse and mental health in Boone 
County. These funds will support 
the efforts of the Task Force and 
advance its goals to increase com-
munity collaboration and reduce 
substance abuse in Boone County.

“After several years of hard work 
in developing a sustainable model 
for our community, we are pleased 
to have secured additional feder-
al funding to address this pressing 
community need” says Amanda 
Mehl, Public Health administrator 
for the Boone County Health De-
partment. “We have seen that our 
work over the past year with our 
current grant has begun to make a 
real difference in the lives of our 
residents and a program expansion 
will assist us in producing a signifi-
cant change in the health and safety 
outcomes of the people of Boone 
County.”

“The purpose of this program is 
to support projects that develop, im-
plement, or expand comprehensive 
programs in response to illicit opi-
oids, stimulants or other substances 
of abuse. The program furthers the 
funding agency’s mission of pro-
viding resources to support state, 

local, tribal, and territorial efforts to 
reduce violent crime and drug abuse 
and enhance public safety while 
supporting victims. Projects must 
feature comprehensive, collabora-
tive initiatives aimed at reducing the 
impact of substance abuse on indi-
viduals and communities, including 
a reduction in the number of over-
dose fatalities, as well as mitigation 
of the impacts on crime victims.

“This funding will allow Boone 
County to expand programming and 
services already established through 
the Boone County Comprehensive 
Opioid Abuse Reduction program 
(or COAR) which is a system-wide 
series of coordinated interventions 
seeking to leverage the current re-
design of the Boone County Jail 
Medical Services and integrate Be-
havioral Health services into inmate 
care, including Medication Assisted 
Treatment (MAT).

“Additionally, the COAR pro-
gram included the creation of a Re-
covery Navigator program, which 
will provide comprehensive case 
management services both to jail in-
mates, and to residents in the com-
munity.

The new Boone County Support 
Outreach Recovery Team (SORT) 
project is twofold: to fill the identi-
fied need for a Community Law En-
forcement Officer (CLEO) to work 
with the justice-involved commu-
nity and an Addiction Counselor to 
work with the county’s jailed pop-
ulation. These two gaps were iden-

tified through the Boone County 
Sequential Intercept Mapping pro-
cess completed in 2018 by the Task 
Force. 

“Founded in 2017. The task force 
is made up of organizations from 
public health, mental health, jus-
tice, and faith communities and has 
worked together to create solutions 
to behavioral health issues with a fo-
cus on substance abuse. The CLEO 
will be a law enforcement officer fa-
miliar with the community. This in-
dividual will engage with members 
of the public in Boone County who 
experience Opioid Use Disorder 
(OUD) and Substance Abuse Dis-
orders (SUD). They will work with 
first responders and help link people 
with addiction into treatment as well 
as outreach to the public. This out-
reach will include, but is not limited 
to, outreach to OUD/SUD person 
and their friends and family; NAR-
CAN training to interested members 
of the public; drug awareness pro-
grams to students; and outreach to 
groups like AA and NA.

“The second purpose is to fill the 
identified need for an Addiction 
Counselor who will work as a Re-
covery Coach in the Boone Coun-
ty jail. This individual will deliver 
services and provide group and in-
dividual therapies within the jail. 
The project includes partnerships 
between the Behavioral Health Task 
Force, the Boone County Health 
Dept., Rosecrance and the Belvid-
ere Police Department. We expect 

BC Behavioral Health Task Force announces second grant 
Dept. of Justice addresses opioids, stimulants and other substances

the results of SORT to include less 
OUD/SUD-related crime including 
overdose, suicide, domestic vio-
lence, aggravated battery, and theft.

“To date the Boone County Be-
havioral Health Task Force has re-
ceived grants totaling $1,198, 679.”
About the Boone County 
Behavioral Health Task Force

The Boone County Behavior-
al Health Task Force was formed 
in April 2017. The Boone County 
Health Department, working with 
the Region 1 Planning Council and 
many participating stakeholders 
endeavors to build and strengthen 
Behavioral Health Service deliv-
ery to Boone County residents. The 
grant application was written by the 
Region 1 Planning Council. Boone 
County, the City of Belvidere, and 
the Boone County Board of Health 
provided the funding for these 

grant-writing services.
Boone County Behavioral 
Health Task Force Members

B1 Food Pantry at Belvidere First 
Assembly of God; Boone County 
Board; Boone County Drug Pre-
vention Coalition; Boone County 
GIS; Boone County Health Dept.; 
Boone County Jail; Boone County 
Planning; Boone County Probation; 
Boone County Public Defender; 
Boone County Sheriff; Boone Coun-
ty State’s Attorney’s Office; City 
of Belvidere (City Hall, Belvidere 
Police and Fire); City of Rockford, 
Community Action Agency; Crusad-
er Community Health; OSF Medical 
Center; Remedies Renewing Lives; 
Region 1 Planning Council; Rose-
crance; Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.; 
SwedishAmerican, A Division of 
UW Health; and Transformation Be-
havioral Health.

IHSA says it plans to move 
ahead with basketball

State says liability could loom  
for districts that participate

By Sarah Mansur
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

The private organization that gov-
erns high school sports in the state 
has voted to begin the basketball 
season this month— defying the new 
guidance for winter sports that Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker and the Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health outlined Oct. 
27.

The winter sports guidelines from 
Pritzker and the IDPH—which di-
vides activities into low-, medium- 
and high-risk categories—upgraded 
basketball to a high-risk sport. Bas-
ketball was originally classified as 
medium-risk in the fall sports guide-
lines issued over the summer.

The guidance also offers four 
different levels of activity for each 
sport, ranging from level 1, which 
permits only no-contact practices 
and training, to level 4, which allows 
for play in tournaments. Under the 
state’s guidance, basketball would be 
allowed to continue at level 1.

In explaining the change, Pritzker 
released a document citing recent 
health studies that indicates vigorous 
physical exercise and heavy breath-
ing, combined with frequent contacts 
among other players, can facilitate 
transmission of COVID-19.

Following that announcement on 
Oct. 27, the Illinois High School As-
sociation’s board classified basket-
ball as a medium-risk sport, which 
is subject to lesser restrictions under 
the activity levels.

While Pritzker later announced 
basketball would be moved to spring, 
IHSA maintained that basketball sea-
son would start on Nov. 16. 

In a statement, the IHSA board 
said it made the decision to follow 
the recommendation of the IHSA’s 
Sports Medicine Advisory Commit-
tee as it relates to basketball. The 
board also noted it “will review spec-
tator and group gatherings for all 
winter sports at a future meeting in 
November.”

The board said the committee re-
quires some additional restrictions, 
such as mask wearing during play 
and social distancing on benches.

“The board remains considerate of 
rising COVID-19 cases in Illinois and 
understand the importance of adher-
ing to safety guidelines for the good 
of all citizens. However, the board 
has not been presented any causal 
evidence that rising COVID-19 cases 
make basketball more dangerous to 
play by the IDPH or any other health 
organization nationally or interna-
tionally,” the statement reads.

“Mounting challenges, from in-
creased mental health issues among 
our students to a shrinking calendar 
that limits our ability to move sport 
seasons this school year, were in-
strumental in this decision to move 
forward with basketball as scheduled 
... Students can be better protected 
in the high school setting, and the 
Board remains steadfast that playing 
under IHSA rules and SMAC mit-
igation is the safest way to conduct 
athletics at this juncture.”

Local schools are allowed to make 
their own decisions about whether to 
participate in basketball, according 
to the board’s statement.

See IHSA, Page 11
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Holiday Craft & 
Gift Expo

Saturday, Nov. 14
9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Admission is FREE

Masks & Social Distancing Required

Fitness Lifestyles Racquet Center
641 W. Stephenson St. • Freeport IL 61032

Contact: Laura or Sarah at 815-233-2292
Fitnesslifestyles1@gmail.com
Fitness Lifestyles of Freeport

384155

LEGALS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE SEVENTEENTH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE 
LLC D/B/A MR. COOPER
    Plaintiff,
  -v.-
JACKIE M. JONES et al
    Defendant

2020CH56
NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HERE-
BY GIVEN that pursuant to a 
Judgment of Foreclosure and 
Sale entered in the above cause 
on October 13, 2020, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration, will at 1:00 PM on No-
vember 23, 2020, at the NLT 
Title L.L.C, 530 S. State, Suite 
201 (Logan Avenue entrance), 
Belvidere, IL, 61008, sell at a 
public sale to the highest bidder, 
as set forth below, the following 
described real estate:

LOT TWELVE (12) IN 
BLOCK TWO (2) AS DESIG-
NATED UPON THE PLAT OF 
BIESTER’S FOURTH SUBDI-
VISION OF A PART OF LOT 
FOUR (4) PROSPECT HILL 
SUBDIVISION AS PLATTED 
AND RECORDED IN THE 
RECORDER’S OFFICE OF 
BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
IN BOOK 4 OF PLATS ON 
PAGES 38 AND 39; SITU-
ATED IN THE COUNTY OF 
BOONE AND STATE OF IL-
LINOIS.

Commonly known as 121 BI-
ESTER DRIVE, BELVIDERE, 
IL 61008

Property Index No. 05-25-
429-004

The real estate is improved 
with a single family residence.

Sale terms: 25% down of the 
highest bid by certified funds 
at the close of the sale payable 
to The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration.  No third party checks 
will be accepted. The balance, 
including the Judicial Sale fee 
for the Abandoned Residen-
tial Property Municipality Re-
lief Fund, which is calculated 
on residential real estate at the 
rate of $1 for each $1,000 or 
fraction thereof of the amount 
paid by the purchaser not to ex-
ceed $300, in certified funds/
or wire transfer, is due within 
twenty-four (24) hours. No fee 
shall be paid by the mortgagee 
acquiring the residential real 
estate pursuant to its credit bid 
at the sale or by any mortgagee, 
judgment creditor, or other lien-
or acquiring the residential real 
estate whose rights in and to the 
residential real estate arose pri-
or to the sale. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general real es-
tate taxes, special assessments, 
or special taxes levied against 
said real estate and is offered for 
sale without any representation 
as to quality or quantity of title 
and without recourse to Plaintiff 

and in “AS IS” condition. The 
sale is further subject to confir-
mation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the 
amount bid, the purchaser will 
receive a Certificate of Sale that 
will entitle the purchaser to a 
deed to the real estate after con-
firmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be 
open for inspection and plain-
tiff makes no representation as 
to the condition of the property. 
Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to 
verify all information.

If this property is a condo-
minium unit, the purchaser of 
the unit at the foreclosure sale, 
other than a mortgagee, shall 
pay the assessments and the le-
gal fees required by The Condo-
minium Property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this 
property is a condominium unit 
which is part of a common in-
terest community, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale 
other than a mortgagee shall 
pay the assessments required 
by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORT-
GAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO 
REMAIN IN POSSESSION 
FOR 30 DAYS AFTER EN-
TRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo iden-
tification issued by a govern-
ment agency (driver’s license, 
passport, etc.) in order to gain 
entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook 
County and the same identifi-
cation for sales held at other 
county venues where The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.

For information, examine the 
court file, CODILIS & AS-
SOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff’s 
Attorneys, 15W030 NORTH 
FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 
100, BURR RIDGE, IL, 60527 
(630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES 
CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th 
Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-4650 
(312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial 
Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.
com for a 7 day status report of 
pending sales.
CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE 
ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: 
pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 14-20-03818
Attorney ARDC No. 00468002
Case Number: 2020CH56
TJSC#: 40-2297

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair 
Debt Collection Practices Act, 
you are advised that Plaintiff’s 
attorney is deemed to be a debt 
collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information ob-
tained will be used for that pur-
pose.
Case # 2020CH56
I3158455

(Published in the
Belvidere Republican

Oct. 22, 29 & Nov. 5, 2020)
383508

ASSUMED NAME
CERTIFICATE OF

INTENTION
STATE OF ILLINOIS ss.
County of Boone

This is to certify that the un-
dersigned intend...to conduct 
and transact a alteration and 
design business in said Coun-
ty and State under the name of 
SIMPLE STITCHES at the fol-
lowing post office addresses: 
7068 Blaine Rd., Poplar Grove, 
IL 61065 that the true and real 
full names of all persons own-
ing, conducting or transacting 
such business, with the respec-
tive residence address of each 
are as follows:

Paige D. Raupp, 7068 Blaine 
Rd., Poplar Grove, IL 61065

SIGNED:
PAIGE D. RAUPP
Dated 10/27/2020

Subscribed and sworn (or af-
firmed) to before me, this 27th 
day of October, A.D. 2020.

JULIE A. STAPLER
COUNTY CLERK

K. DREWCOOK
DEPUTY

(OFFICIAL SEAL)
(Published in the

Belvidere Republican
Nov. 5, 12 & 19, 2019)

384257

BELVIDERE TOWNSHIP 
CLERK ACCEPTING 

NOMINATING PETITIONS 
FOR THE FEBRUARY 23, 

2021 CONSOLIDATED 
PRIMARY ELECTION

8200 FAIRGROUNDS ROAD
BELVIDERE, IL 61008

The Belvidere Township Clerk 
will be accepting nominating 
petitions and supporting doc-
uments for candidates seeking 
nomination at the Consolidated 
Primary Election February 23, 
2021 for the following offices 
Belvidere Township Supervisor, 
Clerk, Highway Commissioner, 
Assessor and four Trustees’. 
The following dates and times 
for filing are November 16th 
8:30 am - 12:00 pm, November 
18th 1:00 pm - 4:30 pm, No-
vember 20th 8:30 am - 12:00 
pm, November 23rd 1:00 pm - 
5:00 pm.
Belvidere Township Clerk
Judy Schabacker

(Published in the
Belvidere Republican
Nov. 5 & 12, 2020)

384460

now or in the end.
What’s important is ‘thus saith 

the Lord’ in Jesus by the book as 
enlightened by the Holy Spirit who 
never contradicts Jesus by the book.

Luke’s account (4:1-13) of the 
unsuccessful attempt to tempt Jesus 
from Himself ends differently and 
significantly from Matthew’s (4:1-
11): “Now when the Devil had 
ended every temptation, he departed 
from Him until an opportune time” 
(4:13).

An opportune time.
While we know Satan never 

succeeded in distracting or detouring 
Jesus from His reason for being – to 
save the world – he never stopped 
trying!

And he never stops trying with us!
Satan is especially successful with 

his testing seductions when we’re 
not worshipping and in The WORD; 
or as Denise Frangipane has said, 
“He plays upon our weaknesses and 
exaggerates our problems.”

We are not as susceptible to the 
seductions of Satan when we are 
strong in the WORD.

Satan tempts us and seeks to 
seduce us and separate us from 
God and God’s best intentions for 
us when we are vulnerable – not in 
worship and not in His WORD.

If we aren’t worshipping and in 
His WORD we are vulnerable to 
all of the emotional, intellectual, 
spiritual and sexual seductions 
that the worldly have to offer in 
conspiracy with Satan, Antichrist 
and false prophecy.

Remember, as Luther warned, 
Satan is “a clever trickster” who 
comes as an angel of light with 
something we want to do and 
someone we want to do it with.

It’s only tempting because we 
want to do it; and while Jesus was 
sinless, we’re too human to put that 
in our resume for employment in the 
kingdom.

Erwin Lutzer put it this way 
in How to Say No to a Stubborn 
Habit – Even When You Feel Like 
Saying Yes (1984): “We have 
all experienced the cycle: enjoy 
a forbidden pleasure, feel guilty, 
determine never to do it again, take 
pride in a brief moment of self-
control, then fail once more.”

That’s why I rarely preach about 
backsliding; for it seems most folks 
never get far enough ahead to slide 
back.

Sad joke.
No, sad reality.
Lutzer continued, “Can we 

really be delivered from the one-
step forward two-step backward 
routine?”

Yes!
Emphatically.
First, stay in worship and WORD; 

or as we have said, “Start with Jesus! 
Stay with Jesus! If you start with 
Jesus and stay with Jesus, you’ll be 
sustained and saved by Jesus!”

Let’s go deeper.
Having counseled many women 

and men along with myself who 
have struggled with temptations and 
fallen and failed too often, I have 
asked God how to battle temptations 
and triumph over them.

Then I remembered how a mentor 
once said to me, “You don’t have 

to ask God to reveal something that 
He’s already revealed in the Bible.”

We don’t have to keep asking a 
question that He’s already answered 
in Holy Scripture.

So about 25 years ago, I starting 
searching and searching and 
searching Holy Scripture for the 
answer on how to beat temptations 
and the dirty trickery of Satan, 
Antichrist, and false prophecy to 
seduce us into the sins that separate 
us from God.

I found the answer in the Lord’s 
Prayer when Jesus taught us to pray, 
“And lead us not into temptation” 
(see Matthew 6:9-13).

It/HE hit me like 5K watts of the 
Holy Spirit!

Knowing bad things taste 
good and we want to ingest those 
temptations which means we’re 
going to do them unless we find a 
way to triumph over them, Jesus 
redirects our attention from our 
ourselves – our righteous efforts, and 
desires, and willingness, and wants 
to live righteously that will too often 
fall and fail when left to our own 
devices – to Him by allowing us 
to beg for His supernatural power 
to overcome our naturally sinful 
inclinations and rebellions against 
His Word: “and lead us not into 
temptation.”

When we pray that way, we are 
confessing our sinful inclinations 
and believing Jesus taught us to beg 
His help to triumph over temptations 
with the expectation that we will 
triumph over temptations with His 
help.

When we pray that way, we are 
agreeing with Psalm 62: “God alone 
is my salvation!”

When we pray that way, we are 
tapping into the promised blessings 
of the first beatitude: “Blessed 
are the poor is spirit - those who 
are totally dependent upon God” 
(Matthew 5:3).

I like how Luther put it in what 
is among the most beloved hymns 
of Christendom: “A mighty fortress 
is our God… Did we in our own 
strength confide, our striving would 
be losing… [The right man is on 
our side!]… The man of God’s own 
choosing… Christ Jesus, it is He!”

It’s like Carol Bahl Riddlestorffer 
once taught me so many years ago: 
“When evil comes knocking at the 
door, I say, ‘Jesus, please get that 
for me.’”

Jesus, lead us/me not into 
temptation!

So for going on 25 years, I have 
prayed this prayer with others and 
for myself knowing that Satan, 
Antichrist, and false prophecy have 
been conspiring to bring us down 
to their level with temptations – 
bad things that taste good that will 
ultimately cause spiritual indigestion 
and increasing separation from God: 
“Father God, I beg Your protection 
and power as Holy Spirit as You 
taught me to pray in Jesus, ‘Lead 
me not into temptation.’ Protect me 
from temptations. Don’t let them 
come near me.  But if it’s a part 
of Your providence that I must be 
tested, give Your supernatural power 
to me to overcome the temptations. 
You know me. You created me. 
You know there’s nothing original 

• Kopp disclosure   (Continued from page 2)

about sin in my life. It’s one of 
things that I do worst. You know 
I’m gonna fall and fail without You. 
I can’t do this alone. I can’t do this 
without You. I know that’s why you 
taught me to pray, ‘Lead me not 
into temptation.’ So I’m just being 
faithful to You and begging Your 
help right now to overcome this 
temptation that I know about and 
the temptations that will come when 
I’m most vulnerable. I’m calling on 
You right now as You taught me to 
pray. I’m being obedient by saying 
I can’t be totally obedient without 

Your help. I can’t. You know I 
can’t. I know that’s why You taught 
me to pray this way. I am praying 
this way because I want to be Yours 
in all things at all times in all places 
with all people. I am praying this 
way with confidence and total trust 
in You to help me overcome this 
temptation right now. I am praying 
as You taught me to pray through 
Jesus in whose name I pray. Amen.”

I pray that often because the 
unholy trinity of Satan, Antichrist, 
and false prophecy and their “useful 
idiots” in government, education, 

entertainment, churches and all of 
the below are always looking for 
an opportune time to tempt me to 
go down to their levels of distrust, 
disrespect and disobedience to the 
holy, holy, holy Trinity of Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit.

The prayer has always worked for 
me.

It has always worked for anyone 
who has prayed it.

Why?
The answer to every question is 

Jesus.
In short, Jesus saves!
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Auction  Deadline 
is Noon Friday! 

Contact Rhonda at
rmarshall@rvpublishing.com 

for information on advertising.
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For details  on placing
an ad in our

Employment Section
Call 815-877-4044

FIND BARGAINS IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.877.4044

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Monday
at Noon

MerchandiseEmployment
Real Estate
For Sale/Rent Automobiles For Sale Plumbing Servicesemployment for sale rentals & real estate automotive services offered

 help wanted  transportation

  business & service  for saleColonyBrands.com
MUST BE 16 YEARS OLD & Affiliates 

NOW 
HIRING!

Equal Opportunity Employer  M/F/D/V/H

800-487-9477

TEXT
 to 97211

ColonyJobs

Monday - Friday
8am-4:30pm

$12.10/PER
HOUR

Now Conducting
PHONE INTERVIEWS!

or
VISIT

                

Starting
at:

Safety 
Measures:

Enforcing 6 ft social distancing 
Protective barriers added to workflows 
Face masks are provided
Temperature Scans
Continuous facility cleaning & sanitation

 

+ $2/hr
attendance
incentive

Lineworkers
Forklift Operators

Enforcing 6 ft social distancing 
Protective barriers added to workflows 
Face masks are provided
Vigilant hygiene practices
Continuous facility cleaning & sanitation 

Monroe, WI

383971

•	 3	hours	per	day	High	School	
Kitchen	Worker

•	 2.5	hours	per	day	High	School	
Lunchroom	Supervisor

•	 2.75	hours	per	day	Middle	School	
Lunchroom	Aide

•	 3	hours	per	day	Bus	Driver

•	 Middle	School	Assistant	Boys	
Track	Coach

Interested individuals should apply online at www.byron226.org 
under the ‘About Us’ tab in the Employment Opportunities section.

VACANCIES:

38
38

60

• Substitute Bus Drivers:
Contact Transportation Director 
Barb Rundle at 815-234-5491 
ext. 400 for more information.

• Substitute Custodians:
Contact Amy Adkins/Human 
Resources at 815-234-5491  
ext. 307 for more information.

HAS A NEED FOR:

38
38

61

Prairie View Assisted Living 
located in Winnebago is seeking the following:

• Caregivers - 2nd shift, full-time and part-time. 
Flexible scheduling available. Small, friendly, 

homelike setting. Salary based on experience. 

SIGN-ON BONUS!
Contact Tammy Bargman, Executive Director at 815-335-1800 
or fax resume to 815-335-7136 • 500 E. McNair • Winnebago, IL

38
38

09

Concrete

Farm Market

Water Softeners

Lasher Concrete
No job too BIG or small

Insured • 50 yrs. experience

815-633-2951
378035

TOP PRICES PAID
For your lame & injured cattle
Call Collect 815-871-2697

265599

Broken Water Softener?

Office: 815-544-5376
Cell: 815-505-8848

SPECIAL 
$10.95 + Parts 

(All makes and models.)

378033

 real estate
Other Real Estate

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention to 
make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial sta-
tus includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of children 
under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby in-
formed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination call HUD toll-
free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number for the hear-
ing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

Automobiles
1990 CHRYSLER IMPERIAL 
Unique car in very nice condi-
tion. White/red. $3,500.  262-325-
3541.

1995 CABRIO: Convertible. New 
battery/brake lines/brain box. 110 
mlg. 847-477-6384 or 696-3289.

2004 HONDA CIVIC LX 124k mi, 
very good condition, new timing 
belt, $3500 OBO. 772-713-6104

2005 C230 MERCEDES BENZ 
KOMPRESSOR Black, 4dr. 
sport, 150k, auto, great cond., 
runs great. $4,500 OBO 262-758-
9027

2007 FORD EXPEDITION 165K, 
new cats, O2 sensors, new plugs, 
coil packs, tires. Excellent condi-
tion. $5,500 Can text or call 262-
989-4112

2007 FORD FOCUS S Very 
good condition, runs well, approx. 
110K.  Well maintained.  Asking 
$3500.  262-374-0465.

2008 TOYOTA COROLLA Re-
mote start. New battery, brakes & 
tires. Excellent condition. $4,250. 
262-331-0540.

2012 CHEVY TRAVERSE nice 
condition, 142k Hwy miles, 2 new 
tires, $6900. 815-947-2972

Automobiles 
Wanted

TOP DOLLAR FOR YOUR FULL 
SIZE JUNK TRUCKS & SUV’s. 
Haul away 7 days a week. 262-
758-1807

WANTED: OLD CAR PARTS Vi-
sors, radios, clocks, lights, hood 
ornaments, skirts, etc. Also an-
tique project car. 262-245-9395

Farm Machinery
KUBOTA 4x4 TRACTOR Model 
L2650 with Kubota LA450A Load-
er, 3 pt., power take off. $6750. 
262-930-9109.

Motorcycles
1986 Honda Magna VF700, 
1745 original miles, super clean 
$3,250. Call 414-303-8619.

2019 HONDA MONKEY 125cc 
11 miles. $3,200 262-534-3083

Sports/Classic 
Cars

1979 CORVETTE 58k miles, new 
GM motor, $7,500. Call 414-232-
6083.

1979 DATSUN 280-ZX Arizona 
car all original! 5 speed, runs 
great. $10,500. 847-987-0018.

1987 COUGAR 20th Anniver-
sary, 118k, owned since 1989, 
excellent condition. $3,500 Can 
text or call 262-989-4112

‘93 MITSUBISHI 3000 GT VR4. 
Beautiful garage kept. Stored last 
5 years. Zurich white w/ebony 
leather. Must sell son has cancer. 
97k. $8,000 OBO.. Bill 262-806-
1914.

Trucks & Trailers
1998 FORD RANGER, 4X4, with 
cap, automatic, power, transmis-
sion fluid leak, $875. 262-949-
6997 text preferred.

Vans, Mini Vans
2001 FORD, E-150 1/2 ton van, 
white, 4.2 liter. Great for camping 
or work! $495 Delavan location. 
262-949-6997 text preferred.

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This pub-
lication does not knowingly ac-
cept fraudulent or deceptive ad-
vertising. Readers are cautioned 
to thoroughly investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for money 
in advance.

Burial Needs
4 CEMETERY BURIAL PLOTS 
Winnebago Cemetery.  Please 
call 815-985-1778

Part-Time
Advertising Sales Representative
We are currently seeking a Part-Time Advertising Sales 
Representative to serve new and current clients in our 
Belvidere market. If you like a fast-paced environment 
and enjoy a challenge, this is the opportunity for you! 

For immediate consideration 
send resume /job history to:

Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising
Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com

Fax: (262) 725-6844

353885

Rock ValleyPublishing LLC

 help wanted
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC D/B/A 
MR. COOPER
    Plaintiff,
  -v.-
JACKIE M. JONES et al
    Defendant

2020CH56
NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclo-
sure and Sale entered in the above cause 
on October 13, 2020, an agent for The Ju-
dicial Sales Corporation, will at 1:00 PM 
on November 23, 2020, at the NLT Title 
L.L.C, 530 S. State, Suite 201 (Logan Av-
enue entrance), Belvidere, IL, 61008, sell 
at a public sale to the highest bidder, as 
set forth below, the following described 
real estate:

Commonly known as 121 BIESTER 
DRIVE, BELVIDERE, IL 61008

Property Index No. 05-25-429-004
The real estate is improved with a single 

family residence.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid 

by certified funds at the close of the sale 
payable to The Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion.  No third party checks will be accept-
ed. The balance, including the Judicial 
Sale fee for the Abandoned Residential 
Property Municipality Relief Fund, which 
is calculated on residential real estate at 
the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or fraction 
thereof of the amount paid by the purchas-
er not to exceed $300, in certified funds/
or wire transfer, is due within twenty-four 
(24) hours. No fee shall be paid by the 
mortgagee acquiring the residential real 
estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale 
or by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, 
or other lienor acquiring the residential 
real estate whose rights in and to the res-
idential real estate arose prior to the sale. 
The subject property is subject to general 
real estate taxes, special assessments, 
or special taxes levied against said real 
estate and is offered for sale without any 
representation as to quality or quantity of 
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and 
in “AS IS” condition. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, 
the purchaser will receive a Certificate of 
Sale that will entitle the purchaser to a 
deed to the real estate after confirmation 
of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for in-
spection and plaintiff makes no represen-
tation as to the condition of the property. 
Prospective bidders are admonished to 

check the court file to verify all informa-
tion.

If this property is a condominium unit, 
the purchaser of the unit at the foreclo-
sure sale, other than a mortgagee, shall 
pay the assessments and the legal fees 
required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If 
this property is a condominium unit which 
is part of a common interest community, 
the purchaser of the unit at the foreclo-
sure sale other than a mortgagee shall 
pay the assessments required by The 
Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION 
FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF 
THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLO-
SURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification is-
sued by a government agency (driver’s 
license, passport, etc.) in order to gain 
entry into our building and the foreclosure 
sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county 
venues where The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration conducts foreclosure sales.

For information, examine the court file, 
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff’s 
Attorneys, 15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE 
ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR RIDGE, IL, 
60527 (630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, 
Chicago, IL 60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales 
Corporation at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day 
status report of pending sales.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, 
SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 14-20-03818
Attorney ARDC No. 00468002
Case Number: 2020CH56
TJSC#: 40-2297

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Col-
lection Practices Act, you are advised that 
Plaintiff’s attorney is deemed to be a debt 
collector attempting to collect a debt and 
any information obtained will be used for 
that purpose.
Case # 2020CH56
I3158455

(Published in the Belvidere Republican 
Oct. 22, 29 & Nov. 5, 2020)

383509

• REAL ESTATE •

In response to a question about 
the IHSA, Pritzker suggested that 
schools could face legal conse-
quences if illness or injury results 
from sports play that is contrary to 
the state’s guidance.

“I finally will say that schools, 
I think as I’ve said several times, 
will potentially be subject to some 
legal liability if something happens 
as a result of their playing a sport 
that we’ve issued guidance about 
that is not congruous with what the 
school is operating under,” he said.

After the IHSA’s decision, Il-
linois State Board of Education 

Superintendent Dr. Carmen Aya-
la issued a statement criticizing 
the IHSA for contradicting public 
health guidance. She also echoed 
Pritzker’s concerns about exposing 
schools to legal liability.

“Defying the state’s public 
health guidance opens up schools 
to liability and other ramifications 
that may negatively impact school 
communities,” Ayala’s statement 
read.

An IHSA spokesperson declined 
to comment about the potential le-
gal liability raised by Pritzker.

In an interview with reporters, 

IHSA Executive Director Craig 
Anderson was asked about filing a 
lawsuit.

“You know at some point, I think 
over the next month or whatever 
time frame, we’ll figure out if this 
is a legal issue for us as an associa-
tion or if it is for our schools—and 
then we’ll have to pivot, as we’ve 
been pivoting a number of times 
throughout this school year,” An-
derson said.

“This is a step forward to really 
say that as an association we think 
we can do it safely, and we want it 
for our students.”

• IHSA   (Continued from page 8)

State Senate committee focuses on 
drug penalty reform, elderly parole
Meeting is latest in series prompted by Black Caucus agenda

By Raymon Troncoso
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

The Illinois Senate Criminal Law 
Committee and Special Committee 
on Public Safety held its latest in a se-
ries of hearings related to the Illinois 
Legislative Black Caucus’ legislative 
agenda Sept. 30, focusing on reclas-
sifying offenses, drug penalty reform 
and elderly parole.

“We must confront the vast dispari-
ties in how individuals throughout the 
state are sentenced,” state Sen. Elgie 
Sims, a Chicago Democrat and chair 
of the Senate Criminal Law Commit-
tee, said. “We have to ensure that our 
justice system treats everyone fairly 
regardless of their race, religion and 
economic status. That often is not 
the case. These issues are important 
to achieve a more fair and equitable 
system.”

Witnesses testifying before the 
committee included Tanya Woods, 
executive director of the Westside 
Justice Center; Champaign County 
State’s Attorney Julia Rietz; White 
County State’s Attorney Denton Aud; 
Ben Ruddell, director of criminal jus-
tice policy for the Illinois ACLU; and 
representatives from Restore Justice 
Illinois.

Witnesses generally agreed that 
changes made to reduce penalties 
for crimes involving cannabis, along 
with the expungement of minor can-
nabis-related drug crimes following 
marijuana legalization last year, were 
positive steps forward. 

Ruddell noted the war on drugs and 
drug crimes in general have harshly 

impacted black Americans more than 
any other demographic

“In 1980 our prison population 
was 11,768. Today it stands at more 
than 30,000. Despite a decades-long 
decline in the overall crime rate, data 
shows that increased drug arrests by 
the police and the enactment of puni-
tive sentencing policies for drug of-
fenses were major drivers in the spike 
in incarceration,” Ruddell said. 

In 2018, Ruddell said, 60 percent 
of those arrested for a drug crime in 
Illinois were black. 

“While black Illinoisans make up 
14.5 percent of the state’s population, 
they make up 54.8 of those in prison 
and are imprisoned at 8.8 times the 
rate of whites, one of the worst dis-
parities of any state,” he said.

Isolated to drug crimes, the dispar-
ities are larger. Between 2016 and 
2018, black Illinoisans made up 69 
percent of drug offenders admitted 
to the Illinois Department of Correc-
tions, and 59 percent of strictly canna-
bis offenders.

Ruddell suggested three reforms 
to combat these disparities: reduc-
tion of all drug crimes by one class; 
reclassification of felony possession 
to a misdemeanor; and elimination of 
mandatory minimums and sentence 
enhancements. Lawmakers discussed 
the third point in a previous joint hear-
ing.

Wendell Robinson, from Restore 
Justice Illinois, said as a juvenile he 
was sentenced to life in prison for vi-
olent crimes. Robinson served more 
than 25 years before being released 

in 2018 after a 2012 Supreme Court 
decision that made mandatory life 
sentences without parole for juvenile 
offenders unconstitutional.

Robinson cited a Justice Policy In-
stitute study of 200 elderly prisoners 
in Maryland who were jailed as juve-
niles and released as result of a ruling 
by the Maryland Supreme Court. The 
median age of the individuals was 
64 and they had served 34 years on 
average. Over a 6-year period upon 
release, the group had a 3 percent re-
cidivism rate. That was far lower than 
the national average of 43 percent of 
those released from prison being in-
carcerated again, according to a 2011 
Pew research study. 

“A lot of guys that we are talking 
about that could potentially be parol-
ees are people that are near and dear 
to me like friends. These are individ-
uals that helped shape and mold the 
man that I became today,” Robinson 
said. “I know a lot of elderly guys [in 
prison] I still keep in communication 
with about these guys, they are like 
extremely positive individuals, but 
they just need a second chance.”

The hearing was the fifth prompted 
by Black Caucus’ push to promote its 
agenda, which is based on four pillars: 
Criminal justice reform, violence and 
police accountability; education and 
workforce development; economic 
access, equity and opportunity; and 
health care and human services.

The caucus plans to advance legis-
lation to address each pillar during the 
upcoming veto session, which is sched-
uled for Nov. 17-19 and Dec. 1-3.

By Raymon Troncoso 
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

In the wake of a recent police 
shooting that left one teenager dead 
and a woman injured in Waukegan, 
lawmakers met in a joint hearing of 
the Senate Criminal Law Commit-
tee and Senate Special Committee 
on Public Safety Oct. 27 to discuss 
statewide reforms for law enforce-
ment.

Lawmakers and witnesses dis-
cussed body cameras, mandatory 
data collection, increased transpar-
ency around police shootings, resi-
dency requirements for officers and 
changes to how allegations of police 
misconduct are handled. Public de-
fenders, state’s attorneys, municipal 
officials and law enforcement all 
gave testimony.

“We must address the procedures 
and policies that perpetuate the in-
equality and injustice that Black 
communities face,” state Rep. Justin 
Slaughter, D-Chicago, a guest speak-
er at the committee hearing, said. 
“Holding law enforcement officers 
to a higher standard and examining 
ways to increase transparency and 
accountability will undoubtedly help 
protect our families and pave the way 
for a more just future.”

Cook County Board President 
Toni Preckwinkle testified that 
change at the state level is required 
to enact lasting police reform, citing 

barriers of authority to municipal 
governments that have tried to im-
plement changes regarding law en-
forcement.

“At the local level, police reforms 
have been limited at best,” Preckwin-
kle said. “The Chicago Police De-
partment, for example, has either de-
layed implementation, or just refused 
implementation of the reforms.”

“We believe that the authority to 
mandate implementation should not 
be dependent on the will of the po-
lice department, but rather, certain 
reforms should be codified at the 
state with funding tied to police de-
partments’ compliance,” she added.

Amy Campanelli, who serves as 
the public defender of Cook County, 
testified that despite body cameras 
already being mandated by the Chi-
cago Police Department, her office 
has dealt with several recent cases 
where officers “blatantly violate their 
body worn camera policy.”

Campanelli called for the General 
Assembly to pass House Bill 2111 
which would make it a felony for a 
member of law enforcement to turn 
off, or fail to turn on, their body cam-
era. Preckwinkle and the ACLU also 
supported the bill in written testimo-
ny. 

According to Campanelli, cases 
that involve body camera footage 
move through the legal system quick-
er thanks to an objective third-party 

view being available to prosecutors, 
judges and defense attorneys. 

“Body cameras and, more spe-
cifically, policies that require their 
constant use and that allow officers 
to be punished for violating them is 
the easiest and most effective way 
to ensure a greater sense of police 
accountability,” state Sen. Robert 
Peters, D-Chicago, said. “The era of 
‘their word versus mine’ must come 
to an end. There must be a publicly 
available, unbiased record of any in-
cidents that occur so that justice can 
be delivered and so that safety can be 
prioritized above all else.”

Illinois Association of Chiefs of 
Police Director Ed Wojcicki and 
Elgin Police Chief Ana Lalley sup-
ported the claim that body cameras 
help law enforcement and the justice 
system solve cases swiftly and accu-
rately.

Wojcicki testified to lawmakers 
that officers wearing body cameras 
were less likely to be the subject of 
misconduct claims, and departments 
with body camera mandates received 
fewer complaints compared to those 
without. 

According to Wojcicki, as of 2019, 
only 75 of around 900 law enforce-
ment agencies in Illinois use body 
cameras. Despite widespread support 
from law enforcement regarding the 
use of body cameras, Wojcicki said 
their prohibitive cost prevents more 

Legislators discuss statewide police reforms
Lawmakers consider tying funding to compliance

departments from implementing 
them.

Lalley said Elgin’s transition to 
body cameras in 2015 was possible 
due to a $500,000 federal grant the 
department received. According to 
Lalley, the city pays over $170,000 
annually to store body worn camera 
footage. She estimated mid-sized 
cities with 200 to 300 officers would 
have to pay close to $200,000 a year 
to deal with video storage.

“The cost of implementing a pro-
gram can be a significant barrier for 
some law enforcement agencies,” 
she said.

The Association of Chiefs of Po-
lice submitted written testimony to 
the senate committees containing 
recommendations for making body 
camera usage more widespread, as 
less than 10 percent of the state’s law 
enforcement agencies are utilizing 
the technology. Most were measures 
to reduce the costs of video storage 
and administrative duties.

“Eliminate most of the redac-
tion requirements,” the Association 
wrote in its testimony. “This is time 
consuming and expensive, and any 
citizen with a smartphone can video 
the same event and share it via social 
media without any redactions.”

The recommendations also called 
for deletion of accidental recordings, 
reporting standards to be relaxed, and 
for more monetary assistance from 
the state and federal government to 
fund body camera programs.

On accountability, multiple wit-
nesses, including retired law enforce-
ment officials, testified on the need 
for deep reforms to be made both 
statewide and nationally. 

In written testimony submitted to 
lawmakers, the Law Enforcement 
Action Partnership, a collective of 
mostly retired law enforcement pro-
fessionals from across the country, 
called for strong civilian oversight 
of policing and mandated changes to 
how departments handle misconduct. 

“We cannot uphold public safety 
without earning community trust. 
Without trust, people do not report 
crimes, and witnesses refuse to talk 
to us,” the Partnership testimony 
stated. “Holding ourselves to a high-
er standard is the best way to honor 
our profession.”

Dave Franco, a retired Chicago 
police officer and member of the 
Partnership, described a toxic cul-
ture in the department where poli-
tics influenced career trajectory and 
officers were encouraged to not re-
port misconduct of fellow officers or 
intervene when excessive force was 
being used.

Recommendations to the General 
Assembly from the Partnership, the 
ACLU and Cook County officials 
all called for codified state laws 
that provide enhanced and expand-
ed whistleblower protections and 
mandate that officers must intervene 
when witnessing excessive force.

Those three written testimonies 
also suggested independent civil-
ian oversight of every department, 
permanent statewide records of 
disciplinary and complaint records 
against officers, and restrictions on 
the limited liability—also referred to 
as “qualified immunity”—given to 
officers in the line of duty that pro-
vides legal protection to some forms 
of alleged misconduct.
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Advertising, Classic Cars, 
Mechanical Banks, Toys, 
Petroliana, Tobacciana, 

Coin Op, Arcade, 
Gambling, Jukeboxes, 
and so much more!!!
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