
1 • Wednesday, Feb. 24, 2021 - Shopper’s Guide
Postal Customer **ecrwss PR SRT STD

US POSTAGE
PAID

ROCK VALLEY
PUBLISHINGLLC

VOL. 83 • NO. 9 YOUR FREE HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER WEDNESDAY, FEB. 24, 2021

Shopper’s Guide
Serving the communities in Stephenson County

1

390627

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

APPEARANCE IS EVERYTHING!
SEE US FOR THE BEST FINISH IN THE BUSINESS!

Farm With A Bank

That Understands,

Farm With CSB

AG SUPPORTGET MORE

Please reach out to
one of the members

of our Ag team to
plan out your 2021

year!
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Governor outlines $41.6 billion budget
Plan relies heavily on federal funds, 

corporate tax changes
By Jerry Nowicki and Peter Hancock
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Gov. JB Pritzker outlined a $41.6 
billion budget proposal Feb. 17 that 
would hold most state agencies at flat 
funding levels but which relies heav-
ily on changes to the state’s corporate 
tax structure that lawmakers have not 
yet approved.

The budget proposal, which is only 
the governor’s request for lawmakers 
in the General Assembly, does not 
call for income tax increases. Over 
the next four months, lawmakers will 

work on an operating budget of their 
own to send to the governor that may 
or may not address all of his requests. 

It also does not rely on any fed-
eral funding increases that have not 
yet been passed into law, although a 
federal Medicaid reimbursement rate 
increase that is already in place does 
account for a $638 million reduction 
to the state’s expenditures. 

It was Pritzker’s third budget mes-
sage since taking office in 2019. And 
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FHN is launching a new vaping prevention effort aimed at high 
school students in Jo Daviess and Stephenson counties. 

FHN launches youth 
vaping prevention effort

FHN, with the support of the Sub-
stance Use Prevention Services grant 
from the Illinois Department of Hu-
man Services, is launching a vaping 
prevention communication cam-
paign targeting the high school pop-
ulation in Jo Daviess and Stephenson 
counties. 

 Every two years, the majority of 
local high schools participate in the 
Illinois Youth Survey.

“Although the results of the 2020 

survey were limited due to school 
closures last spring, the results con-
tinue to show an increasing trend in 
the use of e-cigarettes, especially 
among the 10th-grade population in 
Jo Daviess County, which is above 
state average,“ according to an FHN 
news release.

To see survey results, go online to 
www.fhn.org/SUP.

See VAPING, Page 8

See BUDGET, Page 12

Le-Win girls stay competitive 
with mix of experience and youth
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

The Lena-Winslow varsity girls 
basketball squad is off to anoth-
er good start after going 17-15 and 
finishing fourth in the Northwest 
Upstate Illini-North Conference a 
season ago. 

This year, the roster features a bal-
ance of experienced upperclassmen 
and some youthful underclassmen 
who are expected to make an impact. 
Constructed of four seniors, two ju-
niors, two sophomores and three 
freshmen, the Panthers’ roster has it 
all. 

Cheyenne Mapes, Sadie Mowery, 
Ashlyn Almasy and Taylor Dawson 
lead the team, all of whom are ex-
pected to pass their leadership skills 
on to the younger classes as Le-Win 
continues to build a winning pro-
gram.  

 Some of the underclassmen, like 
sophomores Camdyn Huttenloch-
er and Tianna Esser, and freshmen 
Keidynce Lynch, Molly Amendt and 
Grace Groezinger, are splitting their 
time between the varsity and junior 
varsity levels in order to ensure their 
playing time with low numbers. It 
provides a nice balance between get-

ting quality playing time at the JV 
level and getting to see what it takes 
to compete at the varsity level. 

Looking at the roster on paper, the 
Panthers should not only have a com-
petitive team this season, but also 
look to be one of the area’s top teams 
for years to come. 

 Despite limited practice oppor-
tunities and a schedule coming out 
on short notice, the Lady Panthers 
hit the court running in 2021. They 
kicked off their season with an im-
pressive win over Oregon in which 

Orangeville boys look to make 
the most of defense, experience
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 The Orangeville boys basketball 
team and first-year head coach Josh 
Fahs have found themselves in some 
tight battles early in the 2021 season. 

Fahs’ very first game as head 
coach was a nail biter that went into 
overtime against Dakota. The Indi-
ans went on to win the game by a 
score of 42-39, handing the Broncos 
a tough loss in their season opener. 
Their second game was just one bas-
ket away from going into overtime as 
well.  Playing Dakota for the second 
time, the Broncos were able to keep 
it close again, but eventually fell by 
a score of 39-37 as they began their 
season 0-2.  

 On Feb. 16, Orangeville was look-
ing to bounce back and get into the 
win column as they faced off with 
a familiar Northwest Upstate Illi-
ni-North Conference opponent in 
Aquin. The Bulldogs took control of 

things from the start, taking a 15-8 
lead into the second quarter.  The 
Broncos were never able to recov-
er from the deficit and found them-
selves in a 17-point hole to start the 
fourth quarter, trailing 44-27.   Or-
angeville found some momentum in 
the fourth quarter, outscoring Aquin 
16-12, but it would not be enough to 
close the gap.  Fahs’ Broncos would 
go on to lose their third straight game 
by a score of 56-43. 

There were positives to take away 
from the loss, however.  Orangeville’s 
Bubby Cahoon and Zach Baker were 
impressive offensively, combining 
for 26 points as Cahoon led the team 
with 14 and Baker finished with 12. 
Still, Fahs and his Broncos’ squad 
knew what they needed to improve 
on if they wanted to get that first win. 

 Through three games, the Bron-
cos had found themselves so close 
to victory on multiple occasions. The 
reason for that? Defense, experience 

and versatility, Fahs said. The team’s 
defense has shut down opposing of-
fenses and has put the team in a posi-
tion to be able to win in the end. 

Unfortunately, according to Fahs, 
shooting consistency is the team’s 
biggest weakness.  If just a couple 
possessions had gone differently for 
Orangeville, they could have been 
sitting at 2-1 as they went into their 
second meeting with Aquin, instead 
of 0-3. The Broncos knew they had 
to bounce back quick, and it would 
not be easy going against a team they 
just lost to by double digits.  

 That would not stop them, how-
ever. Fahs’ Broncos came out on 
offense absolutely scorching when 
they faced off with Aquin for the 
second time on Feb. 18. Orangeville 
quickly hopped out to an 18-7 lead in 
the first quarter, arguably the team’s 
best quarter of the season thus far. 

See ORANGEVILLE, Page 9

See GIRLS, Page 9
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BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!

10% MORE for jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mini Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Coins 
Flatware • Diamonds • Sterling
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Because of COVID, we have chosen not 
to have a celebration at this time. We 

know she would love to receive cards at:
524 N. Argyle St.
Lanark, IL 61046

100th Birthday Card Shower 
for Elaine Bicker
March 7, 2021

390549

The families of Scott M. Jordan would like to 
express our deepest appreciation for all the cards, 

condolences, prayers and thoughts during this 
time. We will forever remember Scott’s kind and 

loving spirit.
The Motters and Jordans

390641
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 Extension commercial agriculture educators are working with industrial hemp growers on the new 
Midwestern Hemp Database.

Theater group plans slate 
of summer productions

Timber Lake Playhouse profes-
sional summer theater of Mount Car-
roll will open its 60th anniversary 
season in June with some changes 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
the slower than expected roll-out of 
the vaccine, officials announced in a 
recent press release.

“Since the projections don’t put us 
to full vaccination in Illinois until the 
end of the summer, TLP has had to 
make some changes in programming 
to assure our ability to provide en-
tertainment this season,” Executive 
Director Dan Danielowski said in the 
release.

“With many theaters around the 
country announcing that they will 
not open until September and others 
scheduling concert-style productions 
prior to that, we had to make some 
difficult decisions in regards to pro-
gramming,” Paul Stancato, TLP ar-
tistic director, said in the release.

Officials at the Mount Carroll the-
ater had to look at shows that could 
be done with a smaller cast size 
and less technical and support staff, 
while considering economic and 
safety concerns

“It’s very likely Illinois will con-

tinue in Phase 4 throughout the sum-
mer,” Danielowski said. “That leaves 
us with reduced audience size due 
to social distancing in the theater, 
additional cleaning and sterilizing 
procedures and some difficult safety 
protocols we’ll have to put into place 
for our patrons and staff due to the 
pandemic.”

The new lineup for the summer 
begins with “A Closer Walk with 
Patsy Cline,” followed by “Pippin,” 
“The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee,” “Jesus Christ Super-
star,” “The Robber Bridegroom” and 
“Ain’t Misbehavin’”.

In September, TLP will bring “The 
Buddy Holly Story” to the stage.

Local auditions scheduled for 
March 27 and 28 have been canceled. 
Local auditions will be rescheduled 
for roles in “What a Wonderful 
World” sometime in early fall.

“Annie,” “Legally Blonde,” “Elee-
mosynary” and “Plaid Tidings” have 
all been rescheduled for the 2022 
season.

Tickets for summer subscriptions 
and for individual shows are avail-
able by going online to timberlake-
playhouse.org.

Researchers seek data from area hemp farmers
Industrial hemp is one of the fast-

ing growing crops across the Mid-
west and researchers are recruiting 
producers to help them learn more, 
according to a University of Illinois 
Extension news release. 

 Extension commercial agricul-
ture educators are working with 
industrial hemp growers to source 
field data and provide research 
through the new Midwestern Hemp 
Database. Producer applications 
are now being accepted for the 
2021 growing season online at 
go.illinois.edu/HempDatabase.

 Hemp producers submit infor-
mation about their crop and uni-
versity staff analyze and share that 
data with the public. In exchange 
for their involvement, growers re-
ceive discounted cannabinoid test-
ing on samples.

To find a report with summary 
findings about the 2020 growing 

season, go online to https://go.illi-
nois.edu/mhdfactsheet.

 “As this is a new crop, we sim-
ply do not know what is and is not 
working in the Midwest,” Phillip 
Alberti, local Extension commer-
cial agriculture educator, said in the 
news release. “This project allows 
us to learn a lot in a short period 
of time while allowing growers to 
conduct their own trials.”

 “The database is an interactive 
platform, updated weekly, that 
helps guide growers,” Alberti said. 
“Together, we’re working to under-
stand the performance of produc-
tion practices and hemp cultivars 
used in the Midwest.”

 The database will not only be 
useful for processors, but also reg-
ulators, as data from the Midwest-
ern Hemp Database was used to 
support rule changes in the USDA 
final rule. 

“This project puts data from 
around the Midwest into an easi-
ly accessible and interactive for-
mat,” Alberti said. “Growers can 
feel confident using this database 
to make informed decisions about 
their operation.”

 The database began as a collabo-
rative project among four Midwest-
ern land grant universities (Mich-
igan State, University of Illinois, 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
and Purdue University) and a pri-
vate laboratory (Rock River Lab-
oratory Inc.). The project will be 
expanding to include more states 
(Iowa, Ohio, and Kentucky), land 
grant institutions and private lab-
oratories (ACT Laboratories) in 
2021. 

 For more information, contact 
Alberti, who serves Jo Daviess, 
Stephenson and Winnebago coun-
ties, at 815-235-4125.

A roundup of high school basket-
ball scores and notes received by The 
Scoop Today/Shopper’s Guide (all 
scores are from varsity games unless 
noted):

Boys
• Feb. 12, Stockton 40, Galena 56
Caleb Mammoser scored 13 for the 

Blackhawks, followed by Ian Bro-
shous with 11. 

• Feb. 15, Le-Win 32, East Dubuque 
48

Evan England led the Panthers with 
16 points.

• Feb. 16, Warren 61, Durand 35
Seniors Masyn Neff and Matthew 

Riedl each scored 16 in the Warren 
win, followed by junior Brayden 
Bohnsack with 10 points.

• Feb. 16, Orangeville 43, Aquin 56
Seniors Brayden Cahoon and Zach 

Baker led in scoring for Orangeville, 
with 14 and 12 points, respectively.

• Feb. 16, junior varsity, Oran-
geville 32, Aquin 31

• Feb. 17, Warren 49, West Carroll 
54 (overtime)

• Feb. 18, Warren 62, Durand 37
Masyn Neff had 13 points for the 

Warriors. 
• Feb. 18, Le-Win 50, Dakota 37
Luke Benson and Caleb Matz led 

scoring for the Panthers with 14 and 
12 points, respectively.

• Feb. 18, Orangeville 62, Aquin 57
Zach Baker had 21 points for Or-

angeville.
• Feb. 18, junior varsity, Oran-

geville 20, Aquin 28
• Feb. 18, Stockton 55, West Car-

roll 28
Ian Broshous led the Blackhawks 

with 19 points. Drew Mesendike had 
nine rebounds.

• Feb. 20, Orangeville 58, Le-Win 
41

Zach Baker led Orangeville with 22 

State Fair group offers scholarships
The Wisconsin State Fair Dairy 

Promotion Board is offering $1,000 
scholarships for use during the sec-
ond semester of the 2021-’22 school 
year. Third- and fourth-year college 
students pursuing a dairy-related or 
food science degree at one of Wis-
consin’s four-year universities are 
eligible to apply.

Applicants will be evaluated 
on involvement and leadership in 
dairy-related activities, scholastic 
achievement and career objectives. 
Finalists will be interviewed in April, 
with the recipients to be recognized 
at the Wisconsin State Fair.

The application is available by 
going online to https://wsfdairypro-

mo.org/scholarships. The applica-
tion deadline is Friday, March 19. 
For more information, contact Liz 
Matzke at programassistant@wsf-
dairypromo.org.

The Wisconsin State Fair Dairy 
Promotion Board is made up of in-
dividuals passionate about promot-
ing Wisconsin’s $45.6 billion dairy 
industry during the Wisconsin State 
Fair. The board provides educational 
opportunities for fair attendees while 
also managing the Real Wisconsin 
Cheese Grill and Blue Ribbon Dairy 
Products Auction.

For more information, go online 
to wistatefair.com or follow @WSF-
DairyPromoBoard on Facebook.

Basketball roundup
points, followed by Nathan Anderson 
with 17. 

For Le-Win, Evan England scored 
17 points, followed by Alex Daughen-
baugh with 11.

Girls
• Feb. 15, Warren 38, Milledgeville 

32
• Feb. 16, Le-Win 44, East Dubuque 

36
Cheyenne Mapes had 25 points and 

Grace Groezinger had six rebounds 
for the Le-Win Panthers. The girls 
shot 13 for 24 from the free-throw 
line.

Anna Berryman had 18 points for 
the East Dubuque Warriors, who shot 
10 for 19 from the free-throw line.

• Feb. 17, Le-Win 37, Dakota 42
Grace Groezinger had 16 points 

and five rebounds for Le-Win. Chey-
enne Mapes had nine points and three 
steals.

Tabytha Toelke led Dakota with 16 
points, followed by Mary Zettle with 
13 points. 

• Feb. 17, Stockton 47, River Ridge/
Scales Mound 24

Tiana Timpe led the Blackhawks 
with 17 points, while Syndey Driscoll 
led the Wildcats with eight.

• Feb. 18, Warren 17, Galena 41
• Feb. 18, Le-Win 40, Dakota 47
Sadie Mowery had 12 points to 

lead the Panthers, followed by Grace 
Groezinger with 11 points.

For Dakota, Tabytha Toelke had 16 
points and Mary Zettle had 12 points.
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Federal & State 
Tax Returns

Payroll 
Tax Returns

Rhonda 
McPeek

304 East North Avenue
(on Rte. 20 across from NAPA)  

Stockton
815-541-3969

304825

Bauer & Fonseca, P.c.
Certified Public Accountants

Stockton Office:
115 W. Front Ave. • Stockton, IL 61085 • 815-947-4594

Email: bnfcpas@frontier.com

Tax Season Is Here!
David L. Bauer, CPA • Heather R. Fonseca, CPA
Call for an appointment today!

304776

Tax Plus
Personal, Farm & Business Tax Preparation

Doyle Aubrey
227 N. Park St.

Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-2895
Reasonable Rates

33 Years Experience
Call Me for Appointment

New Clients
Federal 1040 and IL

Free E-file $49
390629

Lingering Trump 
loyalty puts Illinois 
GOP in a tough spot

Adam Kinzinger, Donald Trump, 
Big Money, the GOP — a lot to 
handle in one column. But I can 
do it, because each is a different-
colored thread in a single piece of 
cloth.

North-central Illinois GOP 
Congressman Adam Kinzinger 
has been sharply dismissive of 
former President Trump, which has 
caused furious blowback from his 
constituents.

“Our district offices can barely 
function,” said one staffer, “as the 
circuits have been overloaded with 
irate calls from former supporters.”

In a recent vote of LaSalle County 
GOP precinct committeemen, 88 
percent supported censure of the 
five-term, 43-year-old congressman.

“Adam went to Washington,” said 
a friend of mine from his district, 
“and never came back.”

Indeed, during the 2020 election 
cycle, when I was on the hustings, 
I had a beer after the speechifyin’ 
with LaSalle County GOP Chair 
Larry Smith. He grumbled then that 
Kinzinger “hasn’t been in LaSalle 
County in six years!”

So, Adam has become the darling 
of suburban Dems and maybe 15 
to 20 percent of GOP voters who, 
like me, agree with his criticism of 
Trump. Not a recipe for success in a 
statewide primary for U.S. Senate or 
governor, unless he stirs up several 
opponents, and can then win with 30 
percent or so of the vote.

Trump loyalists in my rural area 
appear to be sticking with the ex-
president. They believe he speaks 
their blunt language to the powers 
that be and represents them more 
effectively than anyone ever has or 
ever will.

Their loyalty to him is fierce; 
to the GOP, their faithfulness is 
secondary, if at all.

For the near term, Trump needs a 
big objective, and that has to be the 
presidency in 2024. He will seek 
to become the first non-successive, 
two-term president since Grover 
Cleveland.

But the Trump Party, post-
insurrection, will always be a 
minority in America, probably 
35 percent or so of voters. GOP 
officials are desperate to make their 
party more than the Trump Party, 
but Trump will make that nigh 
impossible.

Trump is a cult figure, not a party 
leader. If you’re not for him 100 
percent, you’re against him, to his 
mind. GOP candidates will have to 
pass the Trump loyalty litmus test, 
or face his wrath and that of his 
base.

In downstate Illinois, Trump 
loyalty from candidates will come 
easy, and be mostly sincere. It will 
certainly be required to avoid a 
primary challenge next spring. I 
think the loyalty test will be trickier 
in the vote-rich suburbs. I expect 
many district-level GOP primary 

contests between pro- and anti-
Trump candidates.

Also here in Illinois, Big Money 
appears to have replaced party 
organizations as the critical element 
in election contests. Gov. JB Pritzker 
and billionaire investor Ken Griffin 
each put more than $50 million into 
the single contest over whether to 
tax the rich more than others, which 
Pritzker favored and lost. Without 
Griffin’s money to blanket the 
airwaves with trenchant advertising 
attacks on increased taxation, 
Priztker would likely have won.

Pritzker is vulnerable to defeat in 
a 2022 re-election bid. But who will 
credibly take on him and his money? 
(The governor spent $171 million of 
his own money in his election win in 
2018.) The answer is only someone 
who can find a Daddy Warbucks 
funder of the Ken Griffin class.

Not to be cast aside entirely, the 
Illinois GOP recently narrowly 
defeated a Trump conservative, 
and elected as state chair a calm, 
mainstream Republican lawyer from 
the remarkably successful Tracy 
family of western Illinois. Tracy 
siblings operate and wholly own 
the 6,000-employee DOT Foods 
enterprise of tiny Mount Sterling in 
equally minuscule Brown County.

Don Tracy may not himself be in 
the Griffin billionaire class (I don’t 
know), but he sure has the stature 
to get his phone calls returned from 
traditional, major GOP donors.

At present, the Illinois GOP holds 
no state offices and but one-third 
of legislative and congressional 
seats. It has no money, and an 
uncomfortable, at best, relationship 
with the Trump base; after all, the 
Tracy forces worked hard to eke 
out a narrow win over a Trump 
candidate for party chair.

Illinois needs a competitive two-
party political system. I commend 
Don Tracy for taking on a thankless 
role, but I worry that the GOP, both 
nationally and in Illinois, is in for 
a rough ride until we get past the 
Trump era.

Trump backer and suburban 
businessman Gary Rabine has 
already announced his candidacy for 
governor in the 2022 GOP primary. 
Expect more. Will Kinzinger join 
the fray? Stay tuned.

 For many years, Jim Nowlan 
was a senior fellow and political 
science professor at the University 
of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign. 
He has worked for three governors 
and published a weekly newspaper 
in central Illinois.

I woke up this morning to a 
message no one ever wants to receive.

It was from a dear friend, roommate 
from college and bridesmaid at my 
wedding.

Her husband was in a car accident 
yesterday and died. I cry writing this 
because it is so close right now.

She wrote looking for help. 
Looking for advice. Looking for 
something, anything to make sense 
out of something that makes no sense. 
She asked, “How did you do it? How 
did you get through it?”

I didn’t have the heart to tell her 
that I didn’t do anything. Still haven’t 
gotten through it. I’m not sure anyone 
ever does.

I had tears  — lots and lots of tears 
for her — but no clear-cut advice. 
There is none.

I’m glad she sought me out. I did 
the same thing. Unfortunately I have 
a few friends who have walked this 
path before me and I turned to them 
for help, answers, advice, an ear — 
whatever they could give me.

They were more than gracious; I 
think because they knew.

I was now a member of their 
club. It’s a club no one ever wants to 

By
JIM
NOWLAN

By
JILL
PERTLER 

Contributor

Slices of life

Membership in this club isn’t by choice

join. Membership is the opposite of 
coveted, yet some of us find ourselves 
here, with the label we never, ever 
thought possible. Members of this 
elite, prestigious, inane, stupid club.

Widow. Widower.
Alone. Filled with sorrow. Heart 

literally aching. Chest pounding. Not 
knowing what tomorrow will bring. 
Afraid to move forward. Terrified to 
look back.

But we are in this together, whether 
it’s been five days, five weeks or five 
years; we all know.

Quite honestly it’s a horrible reality 

that no one should ever know. There 
are countless other horrible realities 
out there. I get it. But I’m a member 
of this particular special club. And it 
sucks.

It’s a club like the Hotel California: 
You can check out anytime you like, 
you just can’t ever leave.

Those of us in this special club 
can’t leave. Not ever. But we can 
move forward, on a new path that we 
probably never considered before our 
membership was thrust upon us.

It’s hard as heck, though. It’s like 
a never-ending, scary ride that just 
keeps running around the track over 
and over and over even though you 
are screaming to get off.

I’m not sure any of us will make it. 
But we’ll try. I know I’m going to try. 
I am trying.

See SLICES OF LIFE, Page 7
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EVANGELICAL FREE
CHURCH OF LENA

720 N. Freedom Street
Lena, IL • 815-369-5591

Dr. Jim Erb, Senior Pastor
Rev. Scott Wilson

Assoc. Pastor of Youth

Sunday Worship 
8:30 a.m & 10:30 a.m.
Listen to pastor’s weekly sermon 

at www.lenafreechurch.org

377140
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Spaghetti and Meatball Dinner
Carry-out Only Fundraiser

Saturday, Feb. 27 • 4 p.m.–7 p.m.
Holy Cross Parish Center

223 East Front Ave. • Stockton

Adult Tickets: $6.00 Advance • $6.50 At The Door
Children 6-12 years $4.00 • 5 years & under FREE

For Meal Tickets:
Call  Christ in the Wilderness at 815-947-2476 

or email citw@citwretreat.com
Spaghetti & Meatballs, Lettuce Salad, Bread & Dessert

390335

By Sarah Mansur
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Former House Speaker Michael J. 
Madigan, 78, announced Feb. 18 he 
will step down from the state House 
of Representatives after 50 years in 
office.

“I leave office at peace with my de-
cision and proud of the many contribu-
tions I’ve made to the state of Illinois, 
and I do so knowing I’ve made a dif-
ference,” Madigan wrote in a lengthy 
emailed statement.

His initial statement said he plans 
to retire by the end of the month, but 
by the end of the day, the letter he sub-
mitted to the clerk of the Illinois House 
said his resignation was effective im-
mediately, a spokesperson confirmed. 
His current term, which he won in No-
vember, would have ended in January 
2023.

Madigan, who was the longest serv-
ing state House speaker in the country, 
failed to earn enough support to win 
another term as speaker, resulting in 
the election last month of Speaker 
Emanuel “Chris” Welch.

Madigan’s support within the Dem-
ocratic caucus began to fracture af-
ter federal prosecutors revealed last 
July that utility giant Commonwealth 
Edison admitted its executives were 
bribing associates of Madigan in a 
yearslong scheme in order to ensure 
legislation favorable to the company.

Although he has not been charged 
and he denies wrongdoing, Madigan 
was forced on the defensive after Re-
publican lawmakers launched a special 
committee to investigate his involve-
ment in the scheme. That commit-
tee ended with a partisan finding that 
Madigan did not commit conduct un-
becoming of a lawmaker.

“It’s no secret that I have been the 
target of vicious attacks by people who 
sought to diminish my many achieve-
ments lifting up the working people 
of Illinois. The fact is, my motivation 
for holding elected office has never 
wavered. I have been resolute in my 
dedication to public service and integ-
rity, always acting in the interest of the 
people of Illinois,” Madigan said in the 
statement.

Madigan, who was raised in the 
Clearing neighborhood on Chicago’s 
southwest side, is a graduate of Notre 
Dame University and Loyola Univer-
sity Chicago School of Law.

In 1969, just two years after gradu-

ating law school, Madigan was elected 
the Democratic committeeman for the 
city’s 13th ward, and slated as a del-
egate to the 1970 constitutional con-
vention. In 1970, he was first elected 
to represent the 22nd district, which 
covers a portion of the southwest side 
of Chicago.

Madigan has served as a partner 
in his Chicago tax appeal law firm, 
Madigan & Getzendanner, since he 
co-founded the firm in 1972.

He was first elected Speaker of the 
House in 1983 and served, for all but 
two years, until January 2021. In 1998, 
he was elected to serve as state Demo-
cratic Party chair, a position he contin-
ues to hold.

His term as party chair ends in March 
2022. A spokesperson for Madigan did 
not comment on his plans for that role.

As party chairman, Madigan re-
mains in control of the Democratic 
Party of Illinois’ committee fund, 
which has nearly $2 million on hand.

Even after he leaves the House, 
Madigan will also still control two oth-
er massive political committee funds: 
the Friends of Michael J. Madigan, 
which stands at more than $13.5 mil-
lion, and the 13th Ward Democratic 
Organization, which has more than 
$2.6 million.

Kent Redfield, an emeritus professor 
of political science at the University of 
Illinois at Springfield, said Madigan 
can continue to accept contributions 
to the Friends of Michael J. Madigan 
and the 13th Ward group and distribute 
money from those committees to other 
candidates’ committees.

Redfield said Madigan’s sources of 
power came from controlling the legis-
lative process in the House, and “being 
able to aggregate and distribute money, 
which gave him huge control over who 
ran for office, as well as his having an 
impact on those campaigns.”

“That was the key to the power that 
he had,” Redfield said.  “Losing the 
speakership and resigning from the 
legislature — he’s in a significantly 
weakened position, and it’s not clear 
how much influence he’s going to ex-
ercise over the (Democratic Party of 
Illinois).”

Madigan’s oversight of an enor-
mous campaign war chest as the Illi-
nois Democratic Party’s chair, as well 
as his unilateral power over the House 
chamber, led some, especially Repub-
licans, to demonize him as a corrupt 

Sealants provide one way 
to prevent tooth decay

A tooth without decay is always go-
ing to be stronger and healthier than a 
tooth with decay and/or a filling. While 
flossing and brushing with a fluoride 
toothpaste helps prevent decay, den-
tistry has an additional way to help 
your child avoid cavities — the dental 
sealant.

Ever since their introduction in the 
1960s, sealants have been shown to 
prevent decay in the most common 
surface of the tooth that it occurs, in 
the pits, depressions and grooves of the 
chewing surfaces of the molars (back 
teeth). The chewing surfaces are prone 
to decay because their uneven surfac-
es trap food, and the pits are often so 
narrow that a toothbrush is unable to 
reach and remove the food debris and 
bacteria feeding on it. 

A dental sealant is a special coating 
that is placed on the chewing surfaces 
of teeth. They harden into a protective 
coating or shield that prevents tooth 
decay by blocking food and bacteria 
from entering the pits and grooves. 
As children’s first molars erupt at age 
6, when they do not have the manual 
dexterity to brush effectively, sealants 
offer a crucial defense against cavities. 
They should also be placed on the sec-
ondary molars, which erupt around age 
12.

Keep in mind, sealants do not take 
the place of flossing, brushing with a 
fluoride toothpaste and seeing a dentist 
regularly. They can, however, reduce 

decay in the grinding/biting surfaces 
by 80%. Seal your child’s molars as 
soon as they erupt to keep them healthy 
and strong. 

Adults who do not have decay in 
their molars also can benefit from den-
tal sealants. In rare cases, your dentist 
may also advise placing them on pri-
mary or baby teeth. Primary teeth serve 
the critical role of holding the place 
where permanent teeth should optimal-
ly erupt. If anatomy or health issues put 
them in jeopardy of early loss, sealants 
can help to protect them.

While sealants have a long-standing 
and outstanding record as an effective 
tool against decay, it is important to 
reiterate that children do not have the 
ability to brush effectively until ap-
proximately age 8. Therefore, it is crit-
ical to adopt a brushing buddy system 
where they brush first and you brush 
after. They also will need your assis-
tance flossing until about age 10.  

Dr. Stephen Petras is an Illinois-li-
censed dentist at the Stockton Dental 
Center.

By
DR. STEPHEN 
PETRAS 
Illinois Licensed 
General Dentist

Jay RhyneR
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Madigan’s resignation stirs debate 
over his power in party, future of Illinois

machine boss who, with the support of 
organized labor and trial lawyers, con-
trolled Illinois’ state government.

Former Gov. Bruce Rauner, who 
campaigned on busting unions in Illi-
nois, regularly ran ads during his single 
term, which was plagued by a two-year 
budget impasse, that characterized 
Madigan as a power-hungry puppet 
master.

Republican House Minority Leader 
Jim Durkin, of Western Springs, who 
initiated the special committee inves-
tigation into Madigan, echoed this 
characterization of Madigan, describ-
ing the former speaker’s tenure as an 
“autocratic rule” that “has not made 
Illinois a more prosperous nor compet-
itive state.”

Durkin said in his written statement 
that Madigan’s resignation represents a 
“new day” in Illinois that he has been 
looking forward to for many years.

“I urge the Democrats in both cham-
bers and the governor to reflect on how 
we can use this opportunity to improve 
Illinois,” Durkin said. “Our state is in 
shambles – financially, structurally and 
ethically. New ideas and sincere col-
laboration between the parties is the 
only pathway forward.”

During his five decades in the Gen-
eral Assembly, Madigan has overseen 
significant legislative achievements 
that include the passage of a same-sex 
marriage law and raising the minimum 
wage to $15 by 2025.

Welch, D-Hillside, said in a written 
statement that he appreciates Madi-
gan’s contributions and wishes him 
well.

“Under him, we’ve had strong, 
sustained Democratic leadership in 
Springfield. We legalized same-sex 
marriage, abolished the death penalty 
and solidified abortion rights. Illinois 
also became the first state in the Mid-
west to increase the minimum wage 
to $15 an hour. These laws gave un-
derserved populations a new sense of 
hope,” Welch said.

“Now we must build on that with 
a new generation of leadership fo-
cused on racial and gender equity in 
all dimensions, improving government 
transparency, and leading with the kind 
of conviction, compassion and cooper-
ation expected by our constituents.”

Gov. JB Pritzker also expressed his 
gratitude for Madigan’s service, and 
thanked his family too.

“One thing I will say is that when 
you serve as long, and in as dedicated a 

See RESIGNATION, Page 7
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Top spellers receive recognition
 Left, Evan Trone from the Warren School District took second place in the 2021 Regional Spell-
ing Bee. Along with a trophy, he received a Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary for his efforts. 
Right, Xander Busjahn of the Dakota School District was the winner of the regional bee. He quali-
fies for the Scripps National Spelling Bee. In addition to a trophy, he also received a 2021 U.S. Mint 
proof set, a one-year subscription to Britannica Online Premium and a one-year subscription to 
Merriam Webster Unabridged Online.
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E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
by noon on FRIDAy

you ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t No experieNce Needed! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PhoToS may alSo aPPear on our Web SITe, rvpnews.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

This is aN OPeN call fOr submiTTed PhOTOs
 TO be used iN yOur cOmmuNiTy NewsPaPer

376293

#1 crop hail insurer in Illinois*

0820-511HC_07764-2/24/2021

*This ranking is based on the number of crop hail policies written.
Farm and crop insurance policies issued by COUNTRY 
Mutual Insurance Company®, Bloomington, Illinois, 
an equal opportunity provider.

Deb Brown
Financial Representative 
Lena 
Deb.Brown@countryfinancial.com 
815-369-2881

390545

By Peter Hancock
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

A legislative panel last week al-
lowed the Illinois State Board of Ed-
ucation to move forward with new 
rules that call on colleges and univer-
sities in the state to change the way 
prospective teachers and administra-
tors are trained in order to make them 
more accommodating to diverse stu-
dents.

On a party-line vote, the Joint 
Committee on Administrative Rules, 
or JCAR, declined to block the new 
“Culturally Responsive Teaching 
and Leading Standards” from going 
into effect, despite objections by 
Republicans who argued the rules 
would ultimately require licensed 
teachers and administrators to adhere 
to a particular political ideology.

Specifically, the new standards, 
which will take effect in 2025, de-
fine a culturally responsive educator 
as, among other things, one who will 
“critically think about the institu-
tions in which they find themselves, 
working to reform these institutions 
whenever and wherever necessary,” 
as well as one who will “assess how 
their biases and perceptions affect 
their teaching practice and how they 
access tools to mitigate their own be-
havior (racism, sexism, homophobia, 
unearned privilege, Eurocentrism, 
etc.).”

“Culturally responsive teachers 
and leaders understand that there are 
systems in our society that create and 
reinforce inequities, thereby creating 
oppressive conditions,” the stan-
dards state. “Educators work actively 
against these systems in their every-
day roles in educational institutions.”

Rep. Steve Reick, R-Woodstock, 
opposed the changes. 

 “So I do believe that what you’re 
doing is you’re taking teachers who 
may object to some of the things that 
are in this rule, and thus are saying 
that their inability or unwillingness 
to abide by this (is) making them, in 
effect, incompetent,” Reick said.

But Amanda Elliott, executive di-

rector of legislative affairs for the 
state board, said the new rules do not 
change the way licensed teachers or 
administrators are evaluated, only 
the way they are trained in schools 
of education.

“Again, these are for educator 
preparation programs, not aimed at 
school districts,” she said. “And it’s 
about not the personally-held beliefs 
or values of teachers that may be in 
the classroom, but making sure that 
they are welcoming to all students, 
regardless of their background, and 
also able to adapt material as neces-
sary to meet those needs.”

Responding to questions from 
Democratic Rep. Andre Thapedi, of 
Chicago, Elliott explained that the 
process of drafting the standards be-
gan in 2017, during former Repub-
lican Gov. Bruce Rauner’s adminis-
tration. It started with the state board 
putting together a leadership team to 
meet with education officials from 
other states. Later, the board put to-
gether a task force to come up with 
the actual rules.

Elliott noted that the proposed 
rules were amended several times in 
response to public comment as well 
as questions and comments from leg-
islators.

Thapedi said he had asked for the 
background behind the rules, “be-
cause apparently there’s some misin-
formation out there about what this 
rule actually does, what the intent 
of the rule is, and more specifically, 
more relevant to what JCAR does, 
the statutory authority for the prom-
ulgation of this rule.”

But Sen. Sue Rezin, R-Morris, 
noted that the task force as a whole 
appeared to have a liberal tilt.

“I don’t want to be political when 
I talk about this, but in our conversa-
tion, and when I did look at the list of 
members that were on the task force, 
it seemed that the majority of the task 
force consisted of members who do 
believe that teachers should be en-
couraging progressive viewpoints, 
and that they should be encouraging 

Panel approves ‘culturally responsive’ teaching standards
activism by students,” Rezin said.

“I can say that we did not ask po-
litical affiliation when individuals 
joined the group,” Elliot replied. “I 
think there’s always room for addi-
tional perspectives. And we’re look-
ing to expand the group as we, hope-
fully after today, can move forward 
with implementation.”

JCAR is a 12-member commit-
tee that is evenly divided between 

Republicans and Democrats, and 
between House and Senate mem-
bers. Its main purpose is to review 
proposed rules from administrative 
agencies to make sure they are con-
sistent with the legislative intent be-
hind the statutes that authorize them.

Reick offered a motion to object to 
the rules on the basis that they did not 
clearly spell out how teacher prepa-
ration programs are to implement 

them. But such a motion requires a 
two-thirds majority, or eight votes 
on the committee, and it failed on 
a party-line vote of 6-5, with one 
Democrat, Senate Majority Leader 
Kimberly Lightford, of Maywood, 
absent.

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprof-
it, nonpartisan news service covering 
state government.

Ella Rose Schlafer
Ella Rose Schlafer is the new 

daughter to Derrick and Mandy 
Schlafer of Stockton, Illinois, born 
on Feb. 15, 2021, at FHN Memori-
al Hospital in Freeport, Illinois. Ella 

joins a brother, Owen, 4. Grandpar-
ents are Merle and Marie Bronkema 
of Pearl City and Judy and Stewart 
Schlafer of Stockton. Great-grand-
parents are Pete and Angie Honchalk 
of Pearl City.

Birth

277884
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MOWERY AUTO PARTSUsed aUto parts 
for most makes and models

locating service available

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks

278053
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www.edwardjones.com

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor

640 W. South St, #4
Freeport, IL 61032
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DONALD E. BROGE
Donald E. Broge, 90, of Lena, Illi-

nois, passed away on Tuesday, Feb. 
16, 2021, at Pleasant View Nursing 
Home in Monroe, Wisconsin. Don-
ald was born Sept. 27, 1930, to Les-
ter and Margaret (Tieman) Broge 
in Waddams Grove. Don married 
Shelby Mau on April 17, 1954, 
at St. John’s Lutheran Church in 
Lena. They were blessed with one 
son, Steve (Cheri) Broge of Mon-
roe; granddaughter Stacey (Corey) 
Steinmann of Monroe; grandson 
Jeremy (Toni) Broge of Browntown 
Wisconsin; four grand-grandchil-
dren, Tana Steinmann and Aleta, Al-
yssa and Alex Broge; brother, Glenn 

(Nancy) Broge; 
sister, Ruth 
Kleckner; and 
a very special 
nephew, Russel 
Yeager.

He was pre-
ceded in death 
by his parents; 
wife, Shelby, 
in 2016; sister, 
Glenda Yeager; 

and brothers-in-law, Herbert Yeager 
and Richard Kleckner.

Don and Shelby purchased their 
farm in 1955 and took great pride 
in farming together for 55 years in 
the Winslow area until retiring in 

2000. Don served his country in the 
U.S. Army during the Korean War. 
He was a member of St. John’s Lu-
theran Church in Lena. Don enjoyed 
spending time with his grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren, mak-
ing sure that they were all being tak-
en care of, and always loved looking 
for the best deal he could find.  

Private graveside services will be 
held at Chapel Hill Memorial Gar-
dens in Freeport, Illinois.

A memorial has been established 
in his memory.

Cremation rites have been accord-
ed.

Condolences may be sent to the 
family at www.leamonfh.com.

DAMIEN GRUBE
Damien Grube, age 34, of Stock-

ton, Illinois, passed away Monday, 
Feb. 15, 2021, at home. He was 
born March 2, 1986, in Dubuque, 
Iowa, to David and Peggy (Girot) 
Grube. Damien married Casi Pfile 
on April 22, 2017.

He was a 2004 graduate of Riv-
er Ridge High School. He loved 
being outdoors, hunting, fishing 
and camping. Damien was always 
listening to music, whether it was 
heavy metal or country western, he 
didn’t care. He had a passion for 
taking broken cars and fixing them 
up. Most of all, Damien loved his 
family, especially his children and 

all the nieces 
and nephews. 
He had a heart 
of gold and 
would be the 
first to give a 
helping hand 
when needed 
and would al-
ways stick up 
for the under-
dogs. 

Damien is survived by his wife, 
Casi Grube; his parents, David and 
Peggy Grube; his children, Bryce 
Grube, Brayden Downs and Melo-
dy Grube; his brother, Matt (Tarin) 
Grube; his sisters, Tiffany (Da-

vid Pfile) Hatfield, Paige (Alyssa) 
Brickl and Katie (William) Long-
more; his grandparents, Margaret 
and Robert Ferrell and William and 
Mae Ann Hatfield; and his mother-
in-law and father-in-law, Christine 
and Michael Blair. He was preced-
ed in death by his grandparents, 
Meldon and Evelyn Grube.

The memorial service will be 
held on Saturday, Feb. 27, 2021, 
at 11 a.m. at the Hermann Funeral 
Home in Stockton. There will be a 
visitation beginning at 9 a.m.

A memorial fund has been es-
tablished. Condolences may be 
shared at www.hermannfuneral 
home.com. 

ROBERT A. JANSSEN
Robert Allen Janssen (Bob), age 

76, of Pearl City, Illinois, passed 
away Sunday, Feb. 14, 2021, at UW 
Madison Hospital in Madison, Wis-
consin. He was born in Freeport, 
Illinois, on June 14, 1944, to the 
late Allen and Rose (Kniss) Jans-
sen. Robert married Linda Julius 
on March 28, 1970, in Altamont, 
Illinois.

Bob, or BJ to most, graduated 
from Pearl City High School in 
1962. He worked for Shannon El-
evator and Ralph Guentner before 
becoming self-employed. He was 
a cattle dealer for most of his life 
and was also known for auto body 
repair.

 In BJ’s younger years, he was 
also known as “Crash.” Those who 
knew him then can tell you why. 
BJ enjoyed playing basketball and 
softball, playing in many different 
leagues until the ripe old age of 60, 
when he finally retired his cleats.

He was a devoted husband, father, 
grandfather and great-grandfather. 
His pride and love for his family 
was evident in everything he did, 
whether it was attending a sporting 
event, fixing a car, showing cattle, 
being at Grandparents’ Day or just 
spending time together. Gramps 
was always there for his family.

 BJ had a lifelong passion for 
the outdoors. He loved hunting and 
fishing. A perfect day for him would 
be spending the day on the water 
(but definitely not in the water), 
fishing with family or friends or 
running his hunting dogs, looking 
for coyotes with all of his hunting 
friends. When BJ wasn’t hunting, 

he enjoyed a 
good game of 
cards or watch-
ing a classic 
Western.

His white 
hair, bright 
blue eyes, big 
smile and his 
laugh will be 
r e m e m b e r e d 
with love and 

deeply missed. 
Bob is survived by the love of 

his life of over 50 years, Linda 
Janssen of Pearl City; his daugh-
ter, Joanne (Kurt) Snyder of Lena; 
his sons, Sean Janssen, Brian (Jill) 
Janssen and Brett Farnsworth; his 
grandchildren, Jesse (Holly Alber) 
Snyder, Jacob (Caitlynn Greve) 
Snyder, Kendra (Tyler) Morgan, 
Blake Janssen, Reid Janssen, Jo-
seph Janssen, Caleb (Chloe Dun-
can) Janssen, Nicholas Janssen, 
Harlee (Kevin) Robinson, David 
(Sarah) Farnsworth and Abby Farn-
sworth; his great-grandchildren, 
Carmen Strohecker, Easton Mor-
gan, Hannah Farnsworth, Rosalie 
Farnsworth and Wrenly Snyder; his 
brother, Darius (Linda) Janssen; his 
niece, Amy (Steve) Dascher and 
their family and his nephew, Chris 
(Jody) Janssen and their family.  He 
was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Allen and Rose; and his sister, 
Ann Janssen.

A visitation and funeral service 
were held Feb. 20, 2021, at the Her-
mann Funeral Home in Pearl City. 

A memorial fund has been estab-
lished. Condolences may be shared 
at www.hermannfuneralhome.com.

MARILYN MISKIMON
Marilyn Jane Miskimon, age 91, 

of Winslow, passed away on Sun-
day, Feb. 14, 2021, at home. She 
was born the daughter of Chester 
and Ida (Feldt) Haman on Sept. 22, 
1929, in Monroe. She was a grad-
uate of Juda High School. Marilyn 
was married to Marvin Bidling-
maier, together they had four sons; 
she was later united in marriage to 
Raymond L. Miskimon on Sept. 16, 
1970, in Rockton, Illinois. 

Marilyn spent her adult life farm-
ing in the Winslow area. She played 
an important role in the family auc-
tion business. Marilyn was a hard 
worker and enjoyed traveling, 
dancing, playing cards, gambling, 
flower gardening and especially 
her family. She was a member of 
Martintown Community Church, 
Winslow Women’s Club and 

Women of the 
Moose Chapter 
#599.  

Marilyn is 
survived by 
her children, 
Mindy (Craig) 
M c G i n n i s 
of Winslow, 
Jeff (Barb) 
B i d l i n g m a i -
er of Brown-

town, Tom (Deb) Bidlingmaier of 
Browntown and Roger Bidlingmai-
er of Winslow; 12 grandchildren, 
Brooks, Hollace and Jaden Julius, 
Maddox McGinnis, Angie (Mike) 
Wirth, Amy (Troy) Mahon, Ash-
ley (Chuck) Bredeson, Cory (Ker-
rie) Bidlingmaier, Chad (Ashley) 
Bidlingmaier, Carli (Jose) Cabrera, 
Brock (Tara) Bidlingmaier and Ca-
lyn (Barry) Milz; 18 great-grand-

children; brother, Roger (Evelyn) 
Haman of Milton; sister, Eileen 
Buttke of Brodhead; and special 
family members, TJ and Austin 
Wand; as well as nieces, nephews, 
other relatives and friends.

She was preceded in death by 
her parents; husbands; son, Steven; 
brother, Hollis; and special family 
member, Roger Wand.  

A visitation and funeral services 
were held Feb. 20, 2021, at Mar-
tintown Community Church with 
the Rev. Kevin Cernek officiating. 
Burial was at Rock Lily Cemetery 
following the service. 

Memorials will be given to Mar-
tintown Community Church and 
Serenity Hospice.

Shriner Hager Gohlke Funeral 
Home is assisting the family. Con-
dolences may be sent to the family 
at shriner111.com.

BRYAN S. WEHE
Bryan S. Wehe, 30, of Warren, Il-

linois, passed away suddenly at his 
home on Wednesday, Feb. 17, 2021.  
He was born on April 29, 1990, in 
Janesville, Wisconsin, to Russell 
Wehe and Carolyn Huerta-Cordero.   
Bryan was a dedicated employee to 
SK Plastics for the past two and half 
years. He enjoyed trail riding and 
camping. Bryan was the chef of the 
cookouts. He was a loving person 
who loved his family and his dogs.  

Bryan is survived by his mother 
and step-father, Carolyn (Francisco) 
Huerta-Cordero of Warren; brother, 
Randey (Marie) Wehe of Warren; 
Nana Elaine Cole of Warren; nieces 
and nephews, Annaleigh (10), Kora-
lyn (9), Randey Jr. (7), Ellagra (6), 
Burrkleah (4), Kaine (3), Camerrah 
(2) and Wheeler (1) Wehe, all of 
Warren; aunts, Linda (Rick) Sweed-
lund-Goedke of Lena and Denise 
(Sam) Sweedlund of Winslow; un-

cles, Steve 
(Brandy) Cole 
of Texas and 
Marty (Mi-
chelle) Cole of 
Arkansas; sev-
eral cousins; 
and his girl-
friend, Tammy 
Chessner-Ned-
land, and her 
five children.

Bryan was preceded in death by 
his grandfather, Marion Cole; and 
his four dogs, Diesel, Turbo, Sweetie 
and Harley.

A visitation will be from noon to 
4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 27, 2021, at 
the Leamon Funeral Home in Lena, 
Illinois.

Cremation rites to be accorded.
In lieu of flowers, a memorial has 

been established in his name. 
Condolences may be sent to the 

family at www.leamonfh.com.

Obituaries
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Friday Fish Fry

Go Fish

Contact these local 
businesses for 

carry-
out and 
delivery 
options

To Advertise
your 

Lenten Specials 
call

Cyndee Stiefel
815-369-4112 or
815-947-3353

272811

Broiled or Fried Fish Atlantic Cod
Twice as good as anyone else!
Now enjoy the Coach’s Fish Fry

BOTH Friday & Saturday!
Lena, IL • 815-369-2222

390024

2051 Ayp Rd. • Freeport, IL 61032
815-233-0560

Corner of Bypass 20 & Highway 20 - At the Stoplight.

(Served all day on Fridays)
Fish Fry

11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

• Cod • Catfish
• Bluegill • Walleye

• Salmon
390306

Lenten Specials
Available Every Friday until Easter From 5 p.m. - close

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT Fried Alaskan Pike - $14.95 (Baked not AYCE)
Includes choice of potato (carry out 3 - 4 pieces)

ZESTY SHRIMP ALFREDO - $18.95
Sautéed shrimp, tomatoes, broccoli & mushrooms

Includes garlic bread
CATFISH FILLETS - (2) 7 oz. breaded or broiled fillets - $17.95

Includes choice of potato
ALL_YOU-CAN-EAT Shrimp - $19.95

Includes choice of potato (carry out 14 shrimp)
ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT Spaghetti with marinara sauce

$10.95 - Includes garlic bread stick
(carry out - extra large order)

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT
Mt. Carroll 815-244-7553
Stockton 815-947-2798

All include soup or salad

390297

Little
John’s Tap

147 South Main
Pearl City
815-443-2818

2 Piece Haddock Dinner $8.50
(hand battered or baked)

Served with fries, coleslaw 
and dinner roll

Fridays starting at 5 p.m.

368960

HARTZELL’S
FRIDAY FISH FRY

served 11 am - 1 pm, 4 pm - 5:30 pm
while supplies last

FISH SANDWICH $4.59
2 PIECE COD DINNER, POTATO 
WEDGES, SALAD & ROLL $6.99
FEEL FREE TO CALL IN YOUR ORDER AND 
WE’LL HAVE IT READY WHEN YOU COME

HARTZELL’S DELI
RT. 78 N • WARREN

815-745-3311 390021

120 E. Main, Warren, IL
815-745-3333

FRIDAY FISH SPECIALS
Bluegill

Beer Battered Cod
Beer Battered Shrimp

or
Grilled Salmon

390026

390340

Although some days it doesn’t feel 
that way. Some days it feels as though 
I’m stepping backwards instead of 
forward. Some days it doesn’t feel like 
anything at all. Some days the feelings 
are so intense I can hardly breathe. 
Some days I wake up to a memory 
that tightens in my chest and takes my 
breath away and I have to get up and 
just walk and breathe slow and steady. 
People tell you to think of happy 
memories, but sometimes (often 
times) even the happy memories feel 
sad and you feel your chest tightening.

Some days thoughts of my own 
mortality creep in and I lose my breath 
again. Some days I think it’s all too 

hard, but then I think of my kids and 
know I have to find a way — some 
way — for them and for me. Some 
days I wake up calm and I roll over 
and give thanks for comfy pillows and 
a warm bed.

Some days I feel a small hint of 
normal again.

People have lots of kind advice 
about getting through and over grief. 
About the healing process

I don’t think I’ll ever be healed; 
there is no healing this grief. At best, 
I think, there is learning to live in 
tandem with it. Learning to laugh 
again, despite the loss. Learning to 
be OK with laughing again, despite 

the sadness. Learning to be OK with 
feeling sort of normal again without 
collapsing in a pool of anxiety 
because how can you feel normal 
when your world has collapsed from 
within? How do you orchestrate such 
a feat?

I’m not sure. Not sure I ever will be 
sure. But I am trying. I am trying to 
reconcile these two worlds in which I 
now live, and I hope and pray that the 
people I come across will understand 
and allow me the grace I am aching 
for.

The exact same sentiment goes out 
to my dear friend who is experiencing 
her own grief, which is even more 

• Slices of life   (Continued from page 3)
recent than mine. This is for you, 
Paula. Hugs and love.

Jill Pertler is an award-winning 
syndicated columnist, published 

playwright, author and member of 
the National Society of Newspaper 
Columnists. Don’t miss a slice; follow 
the Slices of Life page on Facebook.

fashion in terms of just the sheer num-
ber of hours that the man put into the 
job, his family can really suffer,” Pritz-
ker said in an unrelated public appear-
ance in Belleville on Feb. 18.

“It’s a challenge for the spouses and 
children and grandchildren of some-
body who’s put that much into public 
service and I really just want to call 

them out today and say, they really 
deserve kudos for the public service 
that former Speaker Madigan did be-
cause it’s the family that often suffers, 
the fact that he’s not home when they 
would like him to be.”

 Capitol News Illinois is a nonprof-
it, nonpartisan news service covering 
state government.

• Resignation   (Continued from page 4)
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JO DAVIESS 
MUTUAL

INSURANCE CO.
Insuring Homes, Farms & Autos 

Since 1887!
815-777-2111

101 Exchange St. • Galena

308142

Stagecoach 
Trail Storage 
Gary & Aileen Schreiner

Lena
We are proud to honor

our FFA Members

815-369-4794 338943

The Shopper’s Guide
815-369-4112

The Scoop Today
815-947-3353

Honoring our Farmers 
& Future Farmers!

308234

Offenheiser
Schwarz

Funeral Home
815-443-2212

Pearl City
368379 339000

511 W. Lena St.
Lena

815-369-4527

My Friend's Closet 
Thrift Store

WOODBINE
SERVICE GARAGE

Auto Repair
Lawn Equipment Service & Repair

With Pickup & Delivery Service Available
Mon - Fri 8 - 5 • Sat 8 - Noon

815-858-3803
3625 E. Woodbine St. • Woodbine, IL

308264

All of Us At

GOLEY’S 
ACCOUNTING

SERVICE, PC
Are Proud To Honor Our 

FFA Members

815-233-1062 • 6 E. Main •Freeport
308141

815-369-4901
www.lenastatebank.com

339005

390659

“I believe in leadership from 
ourselves and respect from others. 

I believe in my own ability to 
work efficiently and think clearly, 
with such knowledge and skill as 
I can secure, and in the ability of 

progressive agriculturists to serve 
our own and the public interest 
in producing and marketing the 

product of our toil.”

— FFA Creed by E. M. Tiffany,  
3nd paragraph

National FFA Week • February 20-27, 2021

338941

815-369-4225
www.radersinsurance.com

240 W. Main St., Suite A • Lena

 In 2017, through the support of 
the Substance Use Prevention Pro-
gram and the state Strategic Preven-
tion Partnership for Success grants, 
FHN partnered with the county mid-
dle schools for an alcohol preven-
tion campaign that included com-
munication materials and a multi-
session youth prevention education 
program. The 2020 IYS results in 
Jo Daviess and Stephenson counties 
showed a decrease in alcohol use by 
the eighth- and 12th-grade students 
compared to previous years. These 
programs are continuing in most of 
the local schools.

 In the fall of 2020, FHN com-
pleted an analysis of the Jo Daviess 
and Stephenson counties’ IYS data 
and conducted a marketing sur-
vey of more than 95 high school 

students. The various vaping pre-
vention communication campaign 
materials were designed by the 
state with youth feedback.  The 
communication campaign consists 
of a series of posters, newsletters, 
banners, school announcements and 
local billboards. The theme of the 
campaign focuses on the positive 
“I Don’t Vape Because I Need My 
Lungs to …” and includes informa-
tive facts related to the use of e-cig-
arettes/vaping. The effectiveness of 
the campaign will be evaluated by 
the 2022 and 2024 Illinois Youth 
Survey.

 All six of the Jo Daviess Coun-
ty high schools and Freeport High 
School have partnered with FHN 
to support the campaign, which is 
scheduled to run through December.

• Vaping   (Continued from front page)

Industry officials 
warn they can’t 
last another year
By Peter Hancock
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Officials from the hotel, restaurant 
and convention industries told a state 
Senate panel Feb. 18 that they need 
a clear plan for how they will be al-
lowed to reopen as the COVID-19 
pandemic wanes, warning that with-
out such a plan, many will go out of 
business permanently.

“We need to know … a strategy, 
we need to know the metrics as we 
move forward because we cannot, 
we cannot lose another summer here 
in the state of Illinois,” Sam Toia, 
president and CEO of the Illinois 
Restaurant Association, told the state 
Senate’s newly formed Tourism and 

Hospitality Committee during its 
first virtual hearing.

The committee was set up this 
year by Senate President Don Har-
mon, D-Oak Park, because the state’s 
tourism industry has been among the 
hardest hit by the pandemic. 

Currently, all regions of the state 
are under Phase 4 mitigations, which 
limits private gatherings to no more 
than 50 people. But Toia argued that 
many restaurants are capable of han-
dling larger numbers of people safe-
ly, and he said there should be a more 
specific plan that would allow bars, 
restaurants and hotels to gradually 
move out of Phase 4 toward Phase 5, 
which is full reopening.

“We just want to know when we 
can go back to having conventions, 
having parties, private parties, figur-
ing out when we can have some fans 
in stadiums. This is very, very un-
clear,” he said. “And we just want to 

FFA hosts drive-thru pork chop dinner
The Pearl City FFA and FFA alumni will host their an-

nual Pork Chop Dinner from 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Satur-
day, March 13, at Pearl City High School.

The dinner will be held as a drive-thru, offering pickup 
meals only in the high school parking lot. Tickets may be 
purchased at the event. 

The dinner will include a pork chop sandwich, chips, a 
cookie and applesauce for $7.

Money raised at the dinner will be used to help stu-
dents attend leadership training, camps, state and nation-
al conventions and judging competitions and contests.

Lena library notes new entrance, 
new books in collection

The new south entrance is now open at the Lena Com-
munity District Library. Patrons are welcome to use the 
book drop and new parking lot; the street entrance re-
mains open as well. 

The library also has new books available: “The Price 
of Valor” by Susan May Warren, “The Four Winds” by 
Kristin Hannah, “Blink of an Eye” by Iris Johansen and 
“Serpentine” by Jonathan Kellerman.

Restaurants, hotels call for reopening plan
get adjusted of what Phase 5 is going 
to look like. I don’t think we can wait 
12 to 18 months.”

Michael Jacobson, president and 
CEO of the Illinois Hotel and Lodg-
ing Association, agreed, saying that 
without such a plan, hotels risk los-
ing not just another season, but an-
other year.

“What our industry needs is clar-
ity,” he said. “Meeting planners are 
making their plans right now for 
events booked this summer and be-
yond. … Because of how long these 
planners book in advance, we cannot 
take a day-by-day approach to these 
restrictions. Otherwise, we are put-
ting months and months of future 
business at risk of leaving our state. 
And once a meeting leaves Illinois, it 
becomes so much harder to convince 
that organizer to come back to our 
state.”

Jacobson said the statewide av-
erage occupancy rate for hotels in 
Illinois in December was only 27 
percent, roughly half what it was a 
year earlier. That compared to a na-
tionwide average occupancy rate of 
37 percent.

During a one-week period in Jan-
uary, he said, the occupancy rate 

among Chicago hotels was down 84 
percent from a comparable week in 
2019.

“It has become clear that we will 
be among the last industries to recov-
er from this disaster. In fact, we don’t 
anticipate a recovery to pre-pandem-
ic levels until 2024 at the earliest,” 
Jacobson said. “And that is assuming 
that the recovery accelerates here in 
the next couple of months.”

Toia and Jacobson both noted that 
other states are adopting plans that 
allow for a more gradual reopening 
of businesses with larger and larger 
group limits. Both also argued that 
workers in those industries should be 
prioritized for vaccinations.

According to the “Restore Illi-
nois” reopening plan, the state can 
only move into Phase 5 when “test-
ing, tracing and treatment are widely 
available throughout the state. Either 
a vaccine is developed to prevent 
additional spread of COVID-19, a 
treatment option is readily available 
that ensures health care capacity is 
no longer a concern, or there are no 
new cases over a sustained period.”

Toia and Jacobson argued that 
with vaccines now in distribution 
and the spread of the disease great-

ly slowed, it’s time for the adminis-
tration to start making more specific 
plans for how and when the state can 
transition to Phase 5. The state’s roll-
ing seven-day case positivity rate on 
Feb. 18 was 2.7 percent, the lowest 
it’s been since early July.

Sen. Terri Bryant, R-Murphys-
boro, noted that following a Senate 
Health Committee meeting earlier 
last week, Republicans sent a letter to 
Illinois Department of Public Health 
Director Dr. Ngozi Ezike asking her 
to specify what constitutes “widely 
available” and “a sustained period.”

Committee Chairwoman Sara 
Feigenholtz, D-Chicago, said the 
committee would review that letter 
and any response the administration 
provides.

“Our goal is to meet and construct 
a safe plan to get tourists into hotels, 
restaurants and our cultural institu-
tions,” Feigenholtz said in a state-
ment after the meeting. “There is a 
path to do this safely, and Illinois 
must look at the modeling and met-
rics of other states in order to kick-
start a struggling industry.”

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprof-
it, nonpartisan news service covering 
state government.

Briefs
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LAW OFFICES OF

Rosenberg, Eisenberg 
& Associates, LLC

815-947-3445 841 E. North Ave. 
Hwy 20 East Stockton, IL

WWW.RICHARDROSENBERGLAW.COM

• Car Accidents

• Slip / Trip & Fall

• Medical 
   Malpractice

• Wrongful Death

• Personal Injury

• Job Accidents

• Product Injuries

Personal Injury
Workers Compensation

Nursing Home Abuse & Neglect

No Charge Unless 
Recovery is Made

LAW OFFICES OF

Rosenberg, Eisenberg 
& Associates, LLC

815-947-3445 841 E. North Ave. 
Hwy 20 East Stockton, IL

WWW.RICHARDROSENBERGLAW.COM

• Car Accidents

• Slip / Trip & Fall

• Medical 
   Malpractice

• Wrongful Death

• Personal Injury

• Job Accidents

• Product Injuries

Personal Injury
Workers Compensation

Nursing Home Abuse & Neglect

No Charge Unless 
Recovery is Made

370767

Instruments • Amps • Accessories • Lessons
Recording Studio • Layaway Available

390632

Black Diamond MUSIC STORE, LLC
1329 E. SOUTH ST. • FREEPORT, IL • 815-233-0118

FULL
SERVICE
MUSIC
STORE

• Orangeville   (Continued from front page)

Aquin would climb back, however. 
The Broncos held a 28-17 lead at the 
halftime break, but Aquin came out 
firing in the third quarter to tie the 
game at 37.

 The fourth quarter was set to be 
an exciting race to the finish, and it 
was just that.  The teams went back 
and forth as they seemingly scored 
on every possession.  Once again, 
the buzzer rang, and the score re-
mained tied at 52-52 after four quar-
ters of play. Fahs had mentioned that 
one of the team’s strengths was their 
experience, and perhaps they had 
even more of an advantage in that 
area thanks to their overtime game 
against Dakota earlier in the year. 

The Broncos knew they could get 
their first win of the season this time 
around if they just continued to score 
on offense and used their exception-
al defense to force a couple of key 
stops.  

 They were able to do just that as 
they outscored Aquin 10-5 in the 
overtime period by playing to their 
strengths and earning their first win 
of the season by a score of 62-57.  

 The Broncos had three scorers 
reach double digits in what was their 
best offensive showing of the season.  
Baker was impressive, leading the 
team with 21 points, making seven 
of 12 free throws, and shooting 50 
percent from behind the three-point 

line. Carson Rote was the team’s 
next leading scorer with 11 points 
thanks to a pair of three-pointers, and 
Nate Anderson was right behind him 
with 10 points of his own. Together, 
the trio provided a majority of Oran-
geville’s offense as they combined 
for 42 points on the evening.  

The boys netted another victory 
Feb. 20, with a 58-41 home win over 
Lena. They were to play Lena again, 
this time at Lena on Feb. 22 (after 
this paper’s press time).

 The Broncos then travel to Du-
rand on Feb. 24 for another confer-
ence showdown. They will then turn 
around to host Durand in their sec-
ond meeting of the week on Feb. 26.  

• Girls   (Continued from front page)
they dominated from start to finish. 
The Panthers took control from the 
opening tip and held the momentum 
until the very end, winning 43-25.  

 Their second game of the season 
featured a tough non-conference op-
ponent in East Dubuque. The War-
riors have struggled to find their 
way into the win column this season, 
thanks in part to the Le-Win Panthers 
handing them their third loss on Feb. 
16.  The Warriors actually held the 
lead following the first quarter by a 
score of 10-8, but it would be all Le-
na-Winslow for the final three quar-
ters as the Panthers went on to win 
44-36.  

 Unfortunately, the Panthers then 
found themselves in a tight spot 
in the schedule where they faced 
five consecutive days with games 
scheduled. Following the Feb. 16 
victory over East Dubuque, Le-Win 
had back-to-back days with games 
against Dakota, and then wrapped 
up the business week with a confer-
ence matchup against Orangeville on 
Feb. 19. In a season where the team 
had little time to work on condition-
ing and getting into game shape, a 

stretch like this can take a toll on the 
student-athlete’s mind and body.  

 The Dakota Indians had the upper 
hand on the Panthers last week. Their 
first matchup came was close, but the 
Indians went on to win 42-37. Le-
Win was unable to get their revenge 
when they traveled to Dakota and 
lost by a score of 47-40 the next day. 

 This Panthers team leaned on their 
strength and experience to make sure 
that losing streak did not go on any 
longer, however. On Feb. 19, the 
Panthers traveled to Orangeville to 
face off with the Lady Broncos, who 
appear to be much improved from 
years past.  

 The Panthers took control from 
the start, jumping out to an impres-
sive 15-5 lead to end the first quarter. 
The Broncos would fight their way 
back in the second quarter, however, 
outscoring Le-Win 15-9. The teams 
went into the halftime break with the 
Panthers leading 24-20 as things ap-
peared to be poised for an exciting 
finish.  

 The Broncos caught Le-Win by 
surprise in the third quarter, dom-
inating the period and outscoring 

the Panthers 13-3. The big quarter 
gave Orangeville their first lead of 
the night as they went into the fourth 
quarter with a 33-27 lead over the 
Panthers.  

 Just when all of the momentum ap-
peared to be in Orangeville’s hands, 
something woke the Le-Win offense 
up as they erupted in the fourth quar-
ter. The Panthers racked up a whop-
ping 24 points in the fourth, after be-
ing held to just three in the previous 
quarter. The offensive run was nearly 
impossible for Orangeville to keep 
up with as the Panthers worked their 
way toward a 51-41 victory to earn 
their third win of the season. Le-win 
used their strength and experience 
over the younger Broncos team to 
take control of the game when they 
needed it most.  

 Following their victory over the 
Broncos, the Panthers fell against a 
tough Dixon team on Feb. 20. 

The girls were scheduled to play at 
River Ridge on Feb. 22 and at home 
versus Orangeville on Feb. 23 (after 
this paper’s press time) before trav-
eling to Stockton to face the Black-
hawks on Feb. 26.

Pearl City boys 
fall to Pecatonica
By Trent Wingert
CONTRIBUTOR

The Pecatonica Indians traveled 
to Pearl City for a Feb. 18 game 
against the Wolves.

The Pecatonica boys came off the 
bus running on all cylinders, getting 
off to an early 10-2 lead.

Pearl City head coach Kev-
in Koning called a time out at the 
3:55 mark. Dylan Hoyer hit a big 
three-pointer at 3:12 to go in the 
first quarter, which cut Pecatonica’s 
lead to 13-5. The Wolves would get 
no closer. 

The highlight for the Wolves hap-
pened when Ben Bremmer hit an 
old-fashioned three-point play at the 
4:05 mark. 

Pecatonica juniors Bo Seaton 
and Trent Hetland, along with se-
nior Tre’von Stifter, exploded out 
to a 35-15 lead at halftime. Seaton 
scored 14 first-half points.

Pearl City was plagued by 15 

turnovers in the first half. The 
Wolves shot a combined 2-16 from 
the field in the first half.  

Pecatonica’s Hunter Hoffman, 
listed at 5 feet tall in the program, 
played like he was 6’3’’, with a line 
of nine points, four rebounds, two 
steals and two assists.

The third quarter was much of 
the same with Pecatonica utilizing 
a “run and jump” press. The quarter 
ended with Pecatonica holding a 50-
20 lead.

Jase Sheffey led the Wolves with 
five rebounds. The scoring was tied 
with Nathan Brinkmeier and Ben 
Bremmer each scoring five points 
for the game. The Pearl City boys 
shot 12-15 for the game from the 
free-throw line.

The final score was Pecatonica 
65, Pearl City 22.

The Pearl City freshmen-sopho-
more team also fell to Pecatonica, 
61-47.

Pearl City foundation 
offers scholarships

The application period is open 
now for $15,000 in scholarships 
available this year through the Pearl 
City Education Foundation. The 
scholarships are available to full-
time, first-year students, according 
to a news release.

The required PCEF multiuse 
scholarship application  is available 
online from the guidance counselor’s 
website or as a hard copy from the 
high school guidance office. Com-

pleted applications are due by April 
1, with no late submissions accepted. 
Stu-dents are advised to allow addi-
tional days for the school to complete 
the administrative signature portion. 

In 2020, eight Pearl City graduates 
received a total of $10,750 in schol-
arships to attend a two- or four-year 
college or vocational school, thanks 
to the donations of individuals, orga-
nizations and businesses, the release 
said. 

Local students among 
dean’s list honorees

Two area students are among those named to the fall 
semester dean’s list at Carthage College in Kenosha, 
Wisconsin.

Payden Lingle of Winslow and Marissa Buss of Lena 
were among those who achieved a minimum 3.5 GPA 
while carrying at least 14 credit hours during the semes-
ter.

Dean’s list includes Lena student
Lillian Schierloh of Lena has been named to the fall 

dean’s list at the University of Findlay in Findlay, Ohio.
 To earn this achievement, a student must attain a GPA 

of at least 3.5 on a 4.0 scale.

Winslow student 
earns dean’s list honor

Jaden Julius of Winslow has been named to the fall 
semester dean’s list at Augustana College in Rock Island.

Julius, an undecided major, qualified for the academic 
honor by earning a minimum 3.5 GPA during the semes-
ter. 

Local students earn academic honor
Several area students were named to the fall semester 

dean’s list at the University of Dubuque: Ty Chrisman 
and Zoe Johnson of Lena, Hope Enck of McConnell and 
Jenna Bidlingmaier of Winslow.

Students must earn a GPA of 3.5 or higher to be includ-
ed on the list.

College news

264156
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In Proud Recognition of Our
FFA WEEK 194244

THE NATURAL RESOURCE
People • Products • Service • Solutions

LENA, IL
815-369-4529
800-782-5807

StephenSon Service 
company

We Support FFA
Week!

106264

HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sat. 8:30 a.m. - noon

Devoefloral@yahoo.com

216 W. Main St. • Lena, IL
815-369-5549

We support FFA Week
and our

Future Farmers
of America

307935

STOCKTON
AUTO SUPPLY

We carry a full line of ag parts and products

Stop in at Stockton Auto Supply for Personalized Service

FFA - Planting Seeds for Our Future

325 E. North Ave., Stockton, IL 61085
815-947-3216 105636

214 S. Center St. • Lena • 815-369-2803
www.bussboyzcustoms.com

272927

We Support FFA!

HARTZELL’S

7989 IL 78 N
WARREN, IL 61087

815-745-3311

Bob and Matt
338507

TORKELSON CHEESE CO.
“Makers of World Champion
Muenster & Brick Cheese”

Hwy. 73 north
9453 Louisa Rd.
Lena, IL 61048

Plant: 815-369-4265
Offi ce: 815-369-5547

Fax: 815-369-2302
151881

Proud to support our local farmers!

We Support FFA

Werhane Enterprises
Distributor of Dean Foods

Lena, IL
815-369-4574

105639

Dr. Stephen Petras
Dr. Caitlin Pullara
Stockton Dental Center

120 West Front Avenue
Stockton, IL 61085 A Licensed Illinois General Dentist

Get the
beautiful
smile you’ve
always
wanted.

815-947-3700
368372

T H E

Apple River
815-594-2351

Hanover
815-591-2201

Located In
Warren

815-745-2194

Elizabeth
815-858-2225

Scales Mound
815-845-2900

Galena
815-777-6300

www.appleriverstatebank.com
www.communitybankgalena.com

We Support FFA Week
307931

Lena Fall Festival

STEVE
ROTHSCHADL

Lena, Illinois
815-369-4581

We support 
FFA 

and our 
Farmers!

390546

0221-046

B&R
PLUMBING

Brian VanRaalte, Owner
13667 E. Winslow Rd., Warren  61087

LIC: 058-174400
815-745-3300 (Office)
815-541-8031 (Cell)

brplumbing05@yahoo.com

Geothermal/Radiant Heat
Well Pump Repair & Installation

Residential | Commercial
Agricultural

We Support FFA!
368369
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In honor of Future Farmers of America 
(FFA) Week we give special appreciation 
to our future farmers. Up with the sun and 
often working into the evening, the farmer 
works hard to put food on the American 
tables.

Tragically, many family farms are lost for 
various reasons including unpredictable 
weather. To commemorate FFA Week, give 
special appreciation to the young people 
who will carry on this vital profession.

The Scoop Today &
The Shopper’s Guide

105644

Go Lady Panthers!
Stagecoach Trail Storage

We have reasonable rates on clean, secure units.

Gary & Aileen Schreiner
PHONE: 815-369-4794
12410 W. Galena Road
Stagecoach Trail, Lena, IL 61048

81700

WE SUPPORT FFA WEEK! 15
15
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Pro Source
Electric and Automation Inc.

Industrial • Commercial • Farm

Lena • 815-369-4165 272931

Honoring 
our LocaL 
& Future
Farmers

We Support FFA and
Our Future Farmers!

Kempel Urish 
Construction, Inc.

Dan Kempel & Sons
815-443-2577 815-291-5988

368374

We Support FFA and all it’s Alumni!

0818-500HC_A-07764-2/11/2021

Deb Brown  
Financial Representative 
206 N Washington 
Po Box 815 
Lena, IL 61048-0815 
www.countryfinancial.com/deb.brown 
deb.brown@countryfinancial.com 
(815)369-2881

390548

www.csbnow.com

Lena • Stockton • Freeport

MEMBER
FDIC

194967

We Support Our Future 
Farmers and Local 

Farmers!
LENA 
MILLING CO.
103 Lena Street
Lena, IL 61048
815-369-4413

Virgil & Joanne Martin
Owners 195109

Leverton Sales 
EAST EDGE of McConnell

Hours: T-F 8-5; Sat 8-3 or by appt.
www.levertonsales.com

390630

SPRING IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER!

815-868-2237

We support FFA & our farmers!

We Support FFA Week

Winslow
233 Carver St.

Winslow, IL
61089

815-367-5011

Orangeville
401 S. Church St.

Orangeville, IL
61060

815-789-4212

Warren
202 W. Main St.

Warren, IL
61087

815-745-9011

Lena
420 E. Lena St.

Lena, IL
61048

815-369-9000

www.cbcommunitybank.com 390657

In Proud Recognition of Our
FFA WEEK 194244



12 • Wednesday, Feb. 24, 2021 - The Scoop Today/Shopper’s Guide

12

Aaron and Tom

Highway 20, 
Stockton, IL 61085

SALES & SERVICE, LLC
WURSTERS

815.947.3470
We Support our Local FFA members!

307939

Celebrating our Future 
Farmers of America!

lm
oran

utual
since 1879

815-443-2074 * Pearl City, IL 61062 * www.LoranMutual.com

368377

202 W. Main St.
Warren, IL

815-745-2148

204 Samuelson Dr.
Orangeville, IL
815-789-3366

390504

815-947-3361

We Support FFA and 
Our Local Dairy 

Producers

338790

Your local Toro Dealer & Master Service Center

10240 N. Old Mill Rd. • McConnell, IL 61050
815-541-3348 • heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines. 308053

We Support  FFA
and our Future Farmers!

AJ’s Lena 
Maid Meats

500 West Main Street
 Lena, 815-369-4522

Email: ajslenamaidmeats@mediacombb.net
www.ajslenamaidmeats.net

Mon - Fri 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Sat 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

We Support FFA Week

390654

unlike others that were delivered 
from the House chamber in the 
Capitol, this year’s message was 
delivered remotely through a pre-
recorded video due to the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic. The address 
was recorded at the Illinois State 
Fairgrounds, which now serves as a 
COVID-19 vaccination site.

In his speech, Pritzker had harsh 
rhetoric for “far right” Republicans 
at all levels of government, describ-
ing them as “carnival barkers,” for 
lobbying against federal relief to 
states and for defying health guide-
lines. He also once again made note 
of the two-year budget impasse 
presided over by Republican for-
mer Gov. Bruce Rauner, calling it 
a “self-inflicted” period of suffer-
ing which saw the state’s backlog 
of unpaid bills balloon to over $16 
billion.

He said in the past 20 years, as 
pension payments have become an 
increasing burden on state financ-
es, Illinois’ number of government 
employees has shrunk by 30 per-
cent, the Illinois State Police force 
has shrunk by 40 percent and the 
Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency work force shrunk by 60 
percent, he said.

“If there is anything the last year 
should have taught us, it is that we 
need a reliably well-funded gov-
ernment,” he said. “Many on the 
far right have made their name 
in politics by touting cuts to un-
employment programs and health 
insurance coverage. They called 
anyone who sought unemployment 
benefits ‘takers.’ They demonize 
state employees. And they fought 
unrelentingly to eliminate any state 
or federal funds designed to make 
health care more accessible, equita-
ble and fair.”

The budget proposed for fiscal 
year 2022 relies on more than $900 
million in corporate tax changes 
that will require action from the 
General Assembly. Those include 
a reversal of previous General As-
sembly action to repeal the cor-
porate franchise tax, a cap on net 
operating losses for the fiscal year 
that would allow for $314 million 
in savings and a cap on a retailer’s 
discount to $1,000 per month, and 
other changes.  

But Republicans and business 
groups lambasted the governor’s 
plan as a tax increase on businesses 
and a betrayal of a bipartisan com-
promise budget which members of 

both parties celebrated in Pritzker’s 
first year. 

Republican House Minority 
Leader Jim Durkin, of Western 
Springs, accused the governor of 
seeking “payback” in his effort to 
repeal some corporate tax incen-
tives passed by lawmakers in 2019, 
alleging that it was in response to 
the November failure of the gradu-
ated income tax. 

Senate Minority Leader Dan 
McConchie, R-Hawthorn Woods, 
called the budget an attempt to 
“move money around” and raise 
corporate taxes. 

While the governor characterized 
his corporate tax changes of closing 
“corporate loopholes,” Republicans 
characterized it as an elimination of 
important incentives aimed at keep-
ing job creators in the state.  

Illinois Chamber of Commerce 
President and CEO Todd Maisch 
characterized the tax changes as “a 
massive tax increase.” 

“We understand that the state has 
fiscal problems to address, howev-
er, the governor’s plan will have 
a long-term negative impact on 
job creation and tax revenues for 
the state as it produces an unfair 
increase on taxpayers after they 

resoundingly defeated the graduat-
ed income tax,” Maisch said in an 
email statement. “This not only will 
expand what will get taxed, but will 
also reduce key tax credits for vital 
sectors of the economy.”

Much of Pritzker’s speech was 
dedicated to demonstrating the toll 
of the pandemic both on society and 
state finances.

“I had bolder plans for our state 
budget than what I am going to 
present to you today. It would be a 
lie to suggest otherwise,” Pritzker 
said. “But as all our families have 
had to make hard choices over the 
last year, so too does state govern-
ment.”

Senior budget officials, in a 
briefing before the address was 
streamed, noted the governor will 
still seek to decouple the state tax 
code from changes allowed in the 
federal Coronavirus Aid Relief and 
Economic Security, or CARES, 
Act. That change would keep reve-
nues flat from a year ago by provid-
ing that the CARES Act cuts passed 
last year would not automatically 
reduce Illinois state tax burdens for 
businesses.

The measure failed in the lame 
duck session as Republicans blasted 

• Budget   (Continued from front page)
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it as a more than $500 million tax 
increase on businesses, but Demo-
crats at the time said it was a way to 
prevent revenue loss by maintain-
ing the status quo.

Total revenues for the year rep-
resent a 4.1 percent decrease from 
a year ago, due in large part to $2 
billion in borrowing from the fed-
eral Municipal Liquidity Facility 
program, $690 million of which is 
due in fiscal year 2022 but will be 
prepaid in fiscal year 2021, accord-
ing to budget officials. Another $1.2 
billion in MLF borrowing from 
June 2020 is also due to be repaid in 
the current fiscal year. 

K-12 education funding from the 
state will remain flat from a year 
ago, the second straight year the 
state would forgo that added $350 
million called for in state law each 
year as part of an evidence-based 
funding formula.

The budget proposal also elim-
inates a 48-month deadline for re-
paying interfund borrowing, which 
alleviates $276 million of pressure 
in the current fiscal year by allow-
ing the state to repay fund borrow-
ing on an extended deadline. 

The budget calls for a full pen-
sion payment and increases fund-
ing for the Department of Children 
and Family Services by 7.9 percent. 
Pritzker also asked lawmakers to 
pass a standalone bill increasing 
spending for the Illinois Depart-
ment of Employment Security by 
$60 million in federal funds for the 
current fiscal year and called for an 
added $73 million for the current 
fiscal year in federal funds.

Higher education would see fund-
ing levels maintained and Monetary 
Award Program grants for college 
students would increase by $28 mil-
lion, per the governor’s request. 

Pritzker’s budget proposal also 
calls for an 8 percent reduction, or 
$638 million, in Medicaid expens-
es. That’s because the federal gov-
ernment has increased its share of 
Medicaid funding by 6.2 percentage 
points through the end of 2021 as 
part of its pandemic response plan.

Local governments also would 
see a cut in financial assistance 
they get from the state. The Local 
Government Distributive Fund, or 
LGDF, which gives local govern-
ments a share of the income tax 
revenue the state collects, would 
only be funded at 90 percent, but 
officials in the governor’s office 
said they expect that cut to be offset 
by gains they municipalities would 
realize through the closing of cor-
porate tax loopholes.

Budget officials also claimed the 
budget shortfall for the current fis-
cal year has been addressed through 
the federal borrowing, $700 million 
in operational cuts and revenues 
performing better than projections. 
The state is now projecting a sur-
plus of $77 million for the current 
fiscal year, along with the ability to 
prepay some of the Municipal Li-
quidity Facility borrowing from the 
previous fiscal year. 

Capitol News Illinois is a non-
profit, nonpartisan news service 
covering state government and dis-
tributed to more than 400 newspa-
pers statewide.
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Werhane Total Truck Repair
Straight Trucks - Semis - Dump

Trucks - Farm Type Vehicles
including Farm Tractors

FAIR • FAST • FRIENDLY
• Clutches • Brakes • Welding (Steel & Aluminum) • Electrical 

• Lube & Oil Change • Suspension • King Pins • Transmission & Drive Line 
• Differentials • Tune Ups • Over Hauls • Minor Body Work 

• Tractor-Trailer Wash • Air Conditioning

KEEP US IN MIND FOR ALL YOUR REPAIR NEEDS
Ask for Brian 

Call Now!
815-369-4574

Werhane Enterprises
509 E. Main St. • Lena • 815-369-4574                 2021-2-24-2021-8

389356

RICK’S SALES & SERVICERICK’S SALES & SERVICE
APPLE RIVER, IL 

815-492-2102

207460

Hours: M-Th 11-7; Fri 9-5; Sat 9-1
Check out our website at 
rickssalesandservice.com

10240 N. Old Mill Rd.
McConnell, IL 61050

815-541-3348
heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

387995

2021 Models are starting to arrive!
Get a jump start on spring.

Hurry in 
for best 

selection 
on 

remaining 
snow 

blowers!

Commercial • Agricultural
Residential • Industrial • Solar

Nick Wienand • Greg Kline

Call: 815-908-0775 Stockton, IL
388497

Call us for any of your electrical needs

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

111032

G & H PAINTING

Formerly Checkered Flag Auto Body, Lena

Call us for your FREE 
estimate today!

• 35 years experience
• Loaner cars available
• All makes & models 

• All insurance 
work welcomed!

4933 N. Scout Camp Rd., Apple River, IL 61001
815-492-0114

M-F 8-4 • Sat by appointment
342138

PEARL CITY SEAMLESS 
GUTTERS INC.

Josh Endress • 815-238-2655
Noah Smielewski • 815-307-2392

5” & 6” Seamless 
Gutters & Gutter Guards Available. 

Multi-color, Color Match.

Owner Operated

365500

Farm • LiFe • HeaLtH • ProPerty • CasuaLty • Home • auto

815-369-2277 • 815-275-2767

William L. Bohnsack
Independent Agent

14612 West Kerlin Road
Lena, IL 61048

60258

240 W. Main St., Suite C • Lena, IL
Call for a quote • 815-369-4747

PRICE • COVERAGE • SERVICE

385630

Gretchen
Rackow

Joe
Werhane

• Auto • Motorcycle • Boat • 

• Snowmobile • RV •

• Home • Renters • 

• Condo • Rented Dwelling •  

• Mobile Home •

• Business • Farm • Life • 

www.bussianinsurance.com

From Lena’s Kitchen

Maybe by the time you read this 
column, we will be above zero.  It 
certainly has been a wicked couple of 
weeks. We have had the Super Bowl 
and Valentine’s Day since I last had 
a column. We are ending February 
and beginning March. This week’s 
recipes still have some belly-warm-
ing dishes as well as some sweets. 
Several of them are recipes for two 

people because there are some of 
us out there who don’t have a lot of 
mouths to feed, and we don’t want to 
be eating the same thing for five days 
in a row.

Broccoli Cheddar Soup
Enjoy this cheese and veggie soup 

without having to make a big pot.  It 
makes two servings; if you wanted it 
for four people, double the recipe.

¼ C. chopped onion
¼ C. butter, cubed
¼ C. flour
¼ t. salt
¼ t. pepper
1½ C. 2% milk
¾ C. chicken broth
1 C. cooked, chopped fresh or fro-

zen broccoli
½ C. shredded cheddar cheese
In a small saucepan, sautée onion 

in butter until tender.  Stir in flour, 

salt and pepper until blended; grad-
ually add chicken broth. Bring to a 
boil; cook and stir until thickened, 
about two minutes. Add broccoli. 
Cook and stir until heated through.  
Remove from the heat; stir in cheese 
until melted.

Toasted Clubs 
with Dill Mayo

This bistro sandwich has roast 
beef and ham with several cheeses. 
Bibb lettuce is also known as but-
ter or Boston lettuce. It works great 
in sandwiches and wraps. It is also 
great to buy and eat as a salad green 
because there is little waste. It is 
a great sandwich to serve with the 
broccoli soup. Again, the recipe is 
for two sandwiches.

2 T. mayonnaise
¼ t. dill weed
¾ t. lemon juice, divided

1/8 t. pepper
4 slices whole wheat bread, toast-

ed
4 thin slices deli roast beef
4 thin slices deli ham
2 slices provolone cheese
2 Bibb lettuce leaves
2 slices tomato
2 strips of bacon cooked and crum-

bled
4 slices of avocado
In a small bowl, combine the 

mayo, dill, ¼ t. lemon juice and pep-
per; spread over toast.  Layer two 
slices with beef, ham, cheese, lettuce, 
tomato and bacon. Drizzle avocado 
with remaining lemon juice; place 
over tomato. Top with remaining 
piece of toast. Cut into triangles

Creamed Spinach
Baby spinach comes in many 

package sizes. This recipe works 

well with anywhere from 15 oz. to 18 
oz. of baby spinach. The recipe calls 
for the serving dish to be preheated. 
This step will keep the spinach warm 
throughout the meal. Enjoy this ele-
gant and tasty vegetable.

2 T. unsalted butter, softened, plus 
2 T. unsalted butter, divided

1 T. flour
1 shallot, minced
1 garlic clove, minced
1 lb. baby spinach
½ t. salt
½ C. whipping cream
1 C. Parmesan cheese, grated
½ t. pepper
Pinch ground nutmeg
Preheat oven to 200; place shal-

low serving bowl in warm oven to 
warm the bowl. Using a fork, mash 2 
T. softened butter and flour together 
in bowl to form a smooth paste; set 

The not so skinny cook

See KITCHEN, Page 14
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Liles Chiropractic 
Clinic, Ltd.

Dr. Jim Liles & Dr. Jared Liles

Your “Main Street Chiropractors”
with over 40 years service to our community

• Palmer Graduates • Digital X-Ray
• BCBS Provider • Electronic Insurance Billing

238 W. Main St. • Lena
815-369-4974

M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Saturday by Appointment.

379583SupplementSTherapy

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
FOR THE 15TH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
STEPHENSON COUNTY 
- 15 North Galena Avenue, 

FREEPORT, ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF 
    Zacharias Thottuvelil, 
    DECEASED.

21 P 9
Notice is given to creditors of 

the death of the above named 
decedent. Letters of office were 
issued to Minu Vyas, 1729 
Woodside Court, Freeport, Illi-
nois 61032, as Independent Ad-
ministrator, whose attorney of 
record is Jessica Duhig, Handler 
Thayer, LLP, 191 North Wacker 
Drive, Suite 2300, Chicago, Illi-
nois 60606.

The estate will be adminis-
tered without court supervision, 
unless under section 5/28-4 of 
the Probate Act Ill. Compiled 
Stat. 1992, Ch. 755, par. 5/28-4) 
any interested person terminates 
independent administration at 
any time by mailing or deliver-
ing a petition to terminate to the 
clerk.

Claims against the estate may 
be filed with the clerk or with 
the representative, or both, on 
or before August 10, 2021, or, if 
mailing or delivery of a notice 

from the representative is re-
quired by section 5/18-3 of the 
Probate Act, the date stated in 
that notice. Any claim not filed 
on or before that date is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed with the 
clerk must be mailed or deliv-
ered by the claimant to the rep-
resentative and to the attorney 
within 10 days after it has been 
filed.

E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with 
limited exemptions. To e-file, 
you must first create an account 
with an e-filing service pro-
vider. Visit http://efile.illinois-
courts.gov/service-providers.
htm to learn more and to select 
a service provider. If you need 
additional help or have trou-
ble e-filing, visit http://www.
illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.
asp.
Jessica Duhig
Handler Thayer, LLP (45414)
191 North Wacker Drive, 
Suite 2300
Chicago, Illinois 60606
(312)641-2100
I3164032

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

Feb. 10, 17 & 24, 2021)
389844

LEGAL NOTICES

Nature foundation puts 
out call for student essays

The Eagle Nature Foundation in Apple River is sponsoring a bald 
eagle essay contest as part of its 60th Anniversary Celebration, which 
will be in September.  

The contest will consist of two divisions — a senior high school 
division and a junior high school division. The winners in each 
division will receive $100 for first place, $50 for second place, $25 for 
third place and $10 for fourth place. The school with the first-place 
winner in each division will receive a trophy and a check for $50.

The contest is open to all students.
The essays must be 500 words or less and titled �What the Bald 

Eagle Means to Me.� The essays must be postmarked before Aug. 
20. Each school may only send in four entries, so each school will be 
responsible for prejudging their essays.

For the final judging, the student writers must read their essays at 11 
a.m. Sept. 11 during the 60th anniversary celebration. An independent 
panel of judges will deliberate and choose the placements of the entries 
in each division. 

“Eagle Nature Foundation is making this announcement now, 
so teachers can get their students� essays written this spring before 
summer vacation,” according to a news release from the foundation.

Rules and entry forms can be received by writing Eagle Nature 
Foundation, 300 E. Hickory St., Apple River, IL 61001 or calling 815-
594-2306.

For more information, contact Terrence N. Ingram, foundation 
executive director, at 815-594-2306.

• Kitchen   (Continued from page 13)

aside. Melt remaining 2 T. of butter 
in Dutch oven over medium heat. 
Add shallot and garlic and cook un-
til shallot is translucent, one to two 
minutes. Add spinach and salt and 
turn with tongs to coat with butter, 
shallot and garlic. Cook until just 
wilted, about four minutes.

Add cream to spinach mixture and 
bring to simmer.  Stir in flour mixture 
until incorporated. Cook until cream 
thickens and clings to spinach, about 
three minutes. Off heat, stir in Par-
mesan, pepper and nutmeg. Season 
with salt and pepper to taste.  Trans-
fer to warm shallow dish and serve.

Chicken Françoise
If you are looking for an easy din-

ner recipe, this chicken dish is easy 
and delicious. You can get chicken 
breasts that have already been cut 
into quarters or the chicken strips. 
Serve this with rice or buttered noo-
dles, and you will have a great dish 
in no time.

¾ C. flour plus 2 T. divided
½ t. salt
¼ t. pepper
½ t. paprika
2 eggs
1 lb. boneless, skinless chicken 

breasts, quartered and pounded to ½ 
inch thickness

½ C. oil
1/3 C. butter
1 C. sliced mushrooms
½ t. dried thyme
1½ C. chicken broth
¼ C. lemon juice
1 lemon, thinly sliced

4 t. dried parsley
Stir together ¾ C. flour, salt, ¼ 

t. pepper and paprika in a shallow 
dish. Lightly beat the eggs in another 
shallow dish.  Dip chicken in flour to 
coat, shaking off excess. Dip in egg 
to coat and then dip again in flour.

Heat oil in a large skillet over me-
dium heat. Working in batches, cook 
chicken about 2½ minutes per side, 
until golden brown and an instant 
read meat thermometer inserted in 
center registers 165.  Transfer to a 
paper towel-lined plate.

Drain oil and carefully wipe skil-
let with paper towels (pan may be 
hot). Melt butter with mushrooms 
over medium heat. Add thyme and 
remaining 2 T. flour; cook, stirring, 
two minutes. Add broth, lemon juice 
and lemon slices; cook, stirring until 
thickened and bubbly, two to three 
minutes. Return chicken to skillet 
and heat through.  Sprinkle with ad-
ditional pepper and parsley.

Mixed Berry Cobbler
We have many berries available 

in stores even in winter.  This tasty 
cobbler can use fresh berries or a fro-
zen mixed berry combination. It is a 
fairly quick dessert that is great for 
company.

1 C. flour
4 oz. cream cheese, cubed
½ C. butter, divided
5 C. mixed berries (blueberries, 

blackberries, raspberries)
½ C. sugar
¼ C. Minute Tapioca
½ t. cinnamon

1½ C. thawed whipped topping
Place the flour in a large bowl and 

cut in the cream cheese and 6 table-
spoons of butter with a pastry blend-
er until the mixture resembles coarse 
crumbs. Shape into a ball; wrap 
tightly. Refrigerate one hour.

Toss berries with sugar, tapioca 
and cinnamon. Let stand at room 
temperature until ready to use.

Preheat the oven to 400.  Spoon 
the berry mixture into a 1½ -quart 
round casserole sprayed with cook-
ing spray; dot with remaining butter.  
Place pastry on a lightly floured sur-
face; roll into a round 1 inch larger 
than the top of the casserole dish.  
Place over the fruit; flute the edge, 
sealing the pastry to edge of dish. 
Cut several slits in pastry to permit 
steam to escape. Bake 40 minutes or 
until the crust is golden brown. Cool 
slightly before serving; top with 
whipped toping.

Ultranutty Pecan Bars
Unlike a lot of pecan bars that are 

dominated by a gooey mixture, these 
are packed with nuts that are lightly 
bound together by an easy topping 
that is not too sweet.  The crust is easy 

and doesn’t require partially baking 
before putting the topping on.  Just 
a baking note: You should always 
put bar cookies in metal pans. Glass 
dishes retain heat longer, which can 
lead to over baking. To toast the nuts, 
spread in a single layer on a rimmed 
baking sheet and toast in a preheated 
350 oven until fragrant and slightly 
darkened, eight to 12 minutes; shake 
the sheet halfway through toasting 
to prevent burning. The recipe calls 
for optional flake sea salt. It is very 
expensive for just a small jar. I saw 
how it was harvested and prepared to 
sell. It takes many hours for just that 
little jar. If you have it, be sure to use 
it because it is way too expensive to 
waste by not using it. It really does 
give chocolate and nuts a great flavor 
boost.
Crust

1¾ C. flour 
6 T. sugar
½ t. salt
8 T. unsalted butter, melted

Topping
¾ C. packed brown sugar
½ C. light corn syrup
7 T. unsalted butter, melted and hot
1 t. vanilla 
½ t. salt

4 C. pecans, toasted
½ t. flaked sea salt (optional)
Crust: Adjust oven rack to low-

est position and heat oven to 350. 
Make foil sling for a 9-by-13 pan 
by folding two long sheets of foil, 
first sheet should be 13 inches wide 
and second sheet should be 9 inch-
es wide. Lay sheets of foil in pan 
perpendicular to each other, with 
extra foil hanging over edges of 
pan.  Push foil into corners and up 
sides of pan, smoothing foil flush to 
pan. Lightly spray foil with cooking 
spray.

Whisk flour, sugar and salt to-
gether in medium bowl.  Add melt-
ed butter and stir with wooden 
spoon until dough begins to form. 
Using your hands, continue to 
combine until no dry flour remains 
and small portion of dough holds 
together when squeezed in palm 
of your hand. Evenly scatter table-
spoon size pieces of dough over 
surface of pan. Using your finger-
tips and palms of your hand, press 
and smooth dough into even thick-
ness in bottom of pan.

For the topping: Whisk sugar, 
corn syrup, melted butter, vanil-
la and salt in medium bowl until 
smooth (mixture will look separat-
ed at first but will become homoge-
neous), about 20 seconds. Fold pe-
cans into sugar mixture until evenly 
coated. Pour topping over crust. 
Using spatula, spread topping over 
crust, pushing to edges and corners 
so there will be no bare patches. 
Bake until topping is evenly distrib-
uted and rapidly bubbling across 
entire surface, 23 to 25 minutes.

Transfer pan to wire rack and 
lightly sprinkle with flake sea salt. 
Let bars cool completely in pan on 
rack about 1½ hours. Using foil 
overhang, lift bars out of pan and 
transfer to a cutting board. Cut into 
24 bars. Bars can be stored at room 
temperature in a tightly closed con-
tainer for five days.

Final thoughts
One thing about not being able 

to drive during this cold weather 
is that I didn’t really miss much.  
My house had all the blinds and 
drapes shut to keep out the cold. I 
made things in the oven to warm up 
the kitchen. Several of my friends 
called, and we all agreed that the 
only thing that we could do was eat 
good things and wrap up in blankets. 
I don’t even want to think about 
how much weight I’ve added due 
to COVID and cold weather. I did 
get signed up for the first COVID 
vaccine shot the first week in May. I 
hope they have the vaccine and will 
not be calling to cancel.

I still have some trouble seeing, 
so this column has been an adven-
ture. I apologize for any errors I 
have made; hopefully my eyes will 
continue to get better. Stay warm 
and stay safe.

If you have found any winter 
soup and sandwich recipes you 
think we would like or have any 
favorite Irish recipes, contact us 
in person, by mail at From Lena’s 
Kitchens, Shopper’s Guide, 240 W. 
Main St., Lena, IL 61048 or email 
us at scoopshopper@rvpublishing.
com.
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Visit our web site at: 
www.rvpublishing.com

To place an ad in our 
Business & Service

Section...
Call (815) 369-4112

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$

IF SO, WE WILL RUN YOUR AD IN THE
SCOOP TODAY AND SHOPPER’S GUIDE AT

No Charge!

Ads will not be accepted without the following information. Only one free ad per month.

YOUR NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you selling a single item for

LESS THAN $100?

$$$ $$$
Private Party Only

Just fill out the coupon below and drop off or mail to:
Rock Valley Publishing, FREE Ad,

240 W Main St Suite B, Lena IL 61048

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

38
81

58

Place your car, truck, motorcycle, 
boat or RV for one price and it 

runs for up to 16 weeks.
$1995

1st three lines 
Extra lines are $1.95 each

17 papers
Starts for 4 weeks and if not sold you call us 
and we will renew at no additional charge!

(Maximum run 16 weeks total)

PRIVATE PARTY ONLY.
Ad must be prepaid. Deadline Friday 4 p.m.

Call 815-369-4112
332805

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

MerchandiseEmployment
Real Estate
For Sale/Rent Automobiles For Sale Plumbing Servicesemployment for sale rentals & real estate automotive services offered

 help wanted

 real estate

Sales/Marketing

316524

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing, your hometown newspapers 

serving the stateline has an opening for an experienced 
Media Sales Representative to call on current and new 
accounts in a protected sales territory. 

Growing area with many new businesses, this is a great 
opportunity for the right applicant.

We publish newspapers, shoppers and niche publications 
throughout the stateline. You have the opportunity to sell 
into all Rock Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making 
your paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising

Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

 for rent

 for sale

 transportation
Automobiles

1995 CABRIO: Convertible. New 
battery/brake lines/brain box. 110 
mlg. 847-477-6384 or 696-3289.

2007 FORD 500 LIMITED 101K, 
$4200. Can text 262-989-4112

2007 FORD EXPEDITION 
165K, new cats, coil pack, plugs, 
tires,trailer brakes, 3rd row. Call 
or text 262-989-4112

2008 SATURN AURA 136,000 
mi., very clean. Gramma’s car. 
$5,500 262-857-2939

Automobiles 
Wanted

TOP DOLLAR FOR YOUR FULL 
SIZE JUNK TRUCKS & SUV’s. 
Haul away 7 days a week. 262-
758-1807

Apartments
LENA 2 BDRM-GROUND 
FLOOR appliances furnished, no 
smoking. $425/mo. 815-369-2827

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

 HIRING
Equal Opportunity Employer 

M/F/D/V/H

Apply Today!

ColonyBrands.com

800-487-9477

TEXT to 97211ColonyJobs

& Affiliates 

N�

Summ�
JOBS

COVID safety measures in place.

ALL
SHIFTS!

OR APPLY ONLINE @

390299

  business   
  & service

Farm Market

FOR SALE
3 year old Spot Boar
Beef Feeder Cattle
Call 815-239-1832

Please leave message

39
03

33

NOW RENTING
62 yrs of age or older
Handicap/Disabled 
Regardless of age

LENA RETREAT
LENA, IL 

• 2 bedroom apartment available
• Low income senior housing 

secured entry

Lena Retreat LLC
815-821-3608

This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer 390140

Other Real Estate
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention to 
make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial sta-
tus includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of children 
under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby in-
formed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination call HUD toll-
free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number for the hear-
ing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This pub-
lication does not knowingly ac-
cept fraudulent or deceptive ad-
vertising. Readers are cautioned 
to thoroughly investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for money 
in advance.
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16 SWITCH

A BIG “THANK YOU”
to those readers who have sent a donation to help underwrite

The Scoop Today and Shopper’s Guide. For those of you who haven’t done 
so in the past year, but enjoy this newspaper and would like to help us 

pay for its operation,  please send a donation in any amount to:

240 W. Main Street, Suite B • Lena, IL • 61048
IF YOU THINK YOUR NEWSPAPER IS WORTH

50¢ an issue, it would be $26.00; 75¢ an issue - $39.00
or $1 an issue - $52.00

You won’t get a tote bag, T-shirt, coffee mug or CD of Lawrence Welk’s
Greatest Hits. But you will get the satisfaction of knowing that you have

helped to support your favorite newspaper.

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

Phone______________________________

__ Please keep my paper coming:

386173

the Scoop Today
Shopper’s Guide

What Illinois can learn from the Texas energy crisis
By Grace Barbic
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

When parts of Texas’ independent 
power grid went offline last week due 
to unusually extreme cold weather in 
the south, the amount of expected en-
ergy production lost was equivalent 
to the amount of electricity used to 
keep the lights on in the entire state 
of Illinois.

During the winter weather months, 
Illinois uses about 20 gigawatts to 
produce the energy needed at peak 
times of the day, Andrew Barbeau, 
president of Midwest-based consult-
ing firm the Accelerate Group and 
spokesperson for the Illinois Clean 
Jobs Coalition said in an interview.

The Electric Reliability Council of 
Texas, or ERCOT, manages the flow 
of electric power for the vast majori-
ty of Texas. According to the Dallas 
Morning News, by Feb. 17, ERCOT 
reported 45 gigawatts total were of-
fline, with 28 gigawatts from coal, 
gas and nuclear plants and 18 giga-
watts from renewable sources such as 
wind and solar.

In a Feb. 15 interview with 

Bloomberg News, Dan Woodfin, a 
senior director for ERCOT, said wind 
shutdowns accounted for 3.6 to 4.5 
gigawatts, or less than 13 percent, of 
the 30-35 gigawatts of total outages. 
Only 25 percent of the state’s energy 
capacity is wind energy, while more 
than half is natural gas.

The extreme colds caused the en-
ergy infrastructure for a variety of 
sources to freeze.

Rep. Ann Williams, D-Chicago, 
chief sponsor of the Clean Energy 
Jobs Act, or CEJA, which aims to 
overhaul the state’s energy landscape, 
said claims that renewable energy 
sources are not reliable have been 
discredited. The renewable energy 
sources in Texas were not equipped 
for extreme cold, but neither were the 
thermal sources.

“The issue isn’t with wind turbines, 
it’s with the state of Texas, and its 
failure to plan and make investments 
in the event of an extreme weather 
emergency,” Williams said.

Williams said that energy efficien-
cy should be at the foundation of 
the conversation as Illinois prepares 

its grid to face increasingly extreme 
weather situations as a result of cli-
mate change.

But the way energy operates in 
Texas is also vastly different from 
Illinois. ERCOT is not federally reg-
ulated because its energy does not 
travel in or out of the state.

In Illinois, the energy grid is part 
of a multistate transmission entity. 
Northern Illinois is part of PJM Inter-
connection, a regional transmission 
organization, and the rest of the state 
is part of the Midcontinent Indepen-
dent System Operator, or MISO.

Those organizations procure ener-
gy and capacity, which means that the 
power generators are paid in advance 
to ensure that the energy capacity will 
be available when it’s needed at peak 
usage times for years in advance.

In the event of a crisis, Illinois can 
rely on other states for power, while 
Texas is on its own.

Nuclear power is also a much larg-
er contributor to Illinois’ grid than 
it is to the one in Texas. The state’s 
generators are also largely more 
equipped for the cold.

Reactions differ to governor’s 
proposed corporate tax changes
By Sarah Mansur
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Gov. JB Pritzker’s proposed $41.6 billion spending plan for the coming 
fiscal year relies, in part, on ending nine tax incentives for businesses in an 
effort to preserve an estimated $932 million in state revenues.

However, Pritzker’s proposal to end what he called “unaffordable 
corporate loopholes” would require action by the Illinois General 
Assembly.  

“This will be one of the most challenging budgets this government 
has ever had to craft, but I know there are willing partners in the General 
Assembly,” Pritzker said during his prerecorded budget address Feb. 17, 
adding that General Assembly members incorporated their ideas, “like 
cutting corporate loopholes that force the middle class to pay more.” 

Republican lawmakers decried the proposal as a “tax increase,” and 
business interest groups criticized the plan as unfairly targeting retailers.

“At a time when businesses across the state are grasping at straws to stay 
afloat, after being shuttered due to executive orders, Gov. Pritzker is now 
proposing a tax increase on all of them, saying they are just loopholes,” 
said Republican House Minority Leader Jim Durkin, from Western Springs.

Two of the tax deductions eliminated in Pritzker’s plan were passed 
under the federal Tax Cut and Jobs Act in 2017, including the bonus 
depreciation deduction for certain property, according to senior budget 
officials who gave a background briefing before the address. 

The governor’s budget plan calls for rolling back this bonus depreciation 
that would have allowed business owners of certain depreciable properties 
to claim up to 100 percent of the depreciation as a tax deduction.

This rollback would preserve $214 million of the total $932 million 
proposed by Pritzker’s tax deduction closures.

The second so-called “corporate loophole” created under the TCJA 
that Pritzker proposed cutting is a deduction for dividends, or shareholder 
profits, by multinational corporations with foreign subsidiaries. 

Pritzker’s budget officials said this change under TCJA allows large 
multinational corporations with foreign subsidiaries to deduct the dividends 
that their foreign subsidiary pays to a parent company at a lower tax rate 
than dividends paid to a domestic subsidiary. 

Pritzker’s proposed budget would end the lower tax rates for the foreign 
source dividends, and make them equivalent to the rates for domestic 
source dividends, preserving $107 million in revenue.

Durkin also condemned Pritzker for including the Invest in Kids 
Scholarship Tax Credit Program — a scholarship program for low-income 
students who attend private or parochial schools — in his list of proposed 
cuts to tax credits. 

“(Pritzker) is now calling a program that provides scholarships to 3,800 
low-income students in Illinois and families that are struggling to get by, 
with an average of $35,000 of household income, to help them get an 
education, to help them find a school if they want their child to succeed. 
Basically, what the governor is doing with his budget address today is 
shutting down that program,” Durkin said in a news conference after 
Pritzker’s address.

Pritzker’s plan would decrease the tax credit, from 75 percent to 40 
percent, those individuals and businesses receive for donating to the Invest 
in Kids program.

Pritzker’s plan would also cap deductions that businesses can claim 
as net operating losses at $100,000 per year for the next three years, and 
it would place a $1,000 per-month cap on the state’s retailer’s discount, 
which allows retail businesses to be reimbursed monthly for 1.75 percent of 
the sales tax they collect. 

The net operating loss cap would preserve about $314 million, while 
capping the retailer’s discount would preserve $73 million.

Rob Karr, president and CEO of the Illinois Retail Merchants 
Association, also slammed Pritzker’s proposal as damaging to the state’s 
small retail businesses. 

“While the governor claims he is focused on rebuilding the state’s 
economy, it is counterintuitive that his first step is to raise costs on 
businesses by eliminating the retail discount, which only partially 
reimburses store owners for administering and collecting sales tax on 
behalf of the state,” Karr said in a news release. 

But Illinois Comptroller Susana Mendoza, in an interview, said the 
elimination of tax credits and tax deductions for businesses was one option 
among a number of bad options for balancing the budget.

“There’s no such thing as a painless cut. Republicans are going to have 
to make a choice as to whether they want to continue tax credits, or to 
inflict devastating damage on communities of the vulnerable people in 
Illinois who are already just hanging on by a thread. So, you know, neither 
option is a good one,” she said.

Senate President Don Harmon, D-Oak Park, said in a news conference 
after the address that an examination of some the state’s tax incentive 
programs is overdue, adding it’s worthwhile for the state to “see what 
works and get rid of what doesn’t.”

“Our first priority with any tax incentive needs to be jobs for 
hardworking Illinoisans. So I think it’s a fair question to ask, ‘What are the 
hard working taxpayers of Illinois getting in return for these corporate tax 
breaks?’” Harmon said.

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, nonpartisan news service covering 
state government. 
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