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APPLY ONLINE

With CSB, owning your own home is
just a click away!

It's quick and easy to get started with our online
mortgage application available 24/7 at
www.csbnow.com!

www.csbnow.com

Lena: 815-369-4524 Stockton: 815-947-3366
Freeport: 815-801-4524

NMLS #740680

391030

392370

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

APPEARANCE IS EVERYTHING!
SEE US FOR THE BEST FINISH IN THE BUSINESS!

By Margaret Plevak
CORRESPONDENT

Last spring, COVID-19 brought 
the curtain down on virtually all of 
the performing arts, from Broadway 
to small community theaters like the 
Mighty Richland Players Dessert 
Theater, in its historic Orangeville 
home.

 Many theaters have been forced 
to adapt during the pandemic, from 
virtual performances on YouTube 
or Facebook to drive-in theaters and 
outdoor shows, but the options don’t 
work for all.

 “We gave everything great thought 
and decided to cancel our season last 
year,” said MRPDT board member 
Kim McIver, in an email. “It was real-
ly hard because we were starting final 
dress rehearsals when the pandemic 
hit so hard we needed to close down.”

 But McIver and other members are 
hoping the season can begin again this 
year—which also marks MRPDT’s 
20th anniversary.

The theater’s first show this sea-
son on April 16 is a world premiere 
of “The Birthday Club,” a new play 
by Phil Olson, a Los Angeles-based 
award-winning playwright.

 “The Birthday Club” runs April 16, 
17, 18, 23, 24 and 25.

A difficult year 
Most theaters rely on ticket sales 

and donations for revenue, making 
2020 a financial disaster. MRPDT 
also rents out its 19th-century theater 
building, located at 203 W. High St. 
Donations have come in, but because 
of the pandemic, the building was 
rented only once last year for a small 
wedding reception.

 “Because of all the repairs from 
a hailstorm damaging the outside of 
our building and some major upkeep 
repairs inside, it was just a year of 
expenses for monthly utilities and 
repairs. Except for learning how to 
oversee our repairs to our building, it 
was a wasted year,” said Susan Wich-
man, who has been MRPDT board 
president since 2012, around the time 
the theater acquired its own 501c (3) 
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 Actors rehearse for “Opal’s Million Dollar Duck” during a past season of the Mighty Richland Dessert 
Players Theater. After canceling shows in 2020, members of the volunteer theater group are planning for 
an April return to the stage with limited live audiences.

Historic building 
provides unique 
theater venue

By Margaret Plevak
CORRESPONDENT

Part of the charm taking in 
a show at the Mighty Richland 
Players Dessert Theater is its 
setting. Originally a Masonic 
Lodge, the building at 203 W. 
High St. was the first public 
stage and auditorium in 
Orangeville, according to 
MRPDT’s website.

 Susan Wichman, MRPDT’s 
board president, said books 
on Orangeville’s history claim 
Masonic Lodge #687 was built 
in 1872. The Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows rented space 
there in 1876, and bought the 
building in 1893 for $1,800; 
then the Masons, who continued 
to meet there for over 100 years, 
were paying rent to the Odd 
Fellows.

 Wichman said both 
organizations used the 
second floor of the building 
for meetings. The basement 
featured a dining room for 
festive gatherings. The first floor 
had space for entertainment, 
lectures, social and church 
gatherings. Its stage is where 
theater productions now take 
place.

 “When it was first built, the 
first floor was rented out for 
six dollars a month as a barber 
shop. In 1917, a new addition 
was made to the south, which 
is the kitchen and bathroom 
area now,” said Wichman, who 
remembers the place as the 
IOOF building when she was 
growing up in Orangeville.

 She said local residents John 
and Caryl Buford purchased the 
building a little over 20 years 
ago, promising the organizations 
could continue to use it, and 
spending thousands of dollars in 
repairs and restoration.

Setting the stage for a return to live theater
Volunteers eager to bring plays back to Orangeville venue

standing.
Wichman is part of a dedicated 

core of volunteers. She’s been with 
the group for 17 years, including as an 
actress and director.

 “Through these years I have 
learned and performed every aspect 
of running a theater,” she said in an 
email. “I tell you this only to show 
you that being part of a small vol-
unteer theater like ours, we each do 

much more than serve on the board 
and do a special duty. Many people, 
like me, never thought of acting or do-
ing the things we were asked to do. It 
gave us the possibility to stretch our-
selves beyond our expectations.”

 McIver has been with MRPDT 
since 2010, and she’s also an actress, 
director, playwright and marketing 
person for the theater. Her husband, 
Andy, has been involved for sev-

en years as an actor and technician, 
working behind the scenes with sound 
and lights.

 “I have personally missed the peo-
ple involved with the shows,” Andy 
McIver said of the pandemic’s effects.

 For the volunteers, last year altered 
not only their theater involvement, but 
their jobs and lives.

See BUILDING, Page 2

See THEATER, Page 2
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 The home of the Mighty Richland Players Dessert Theater at 
203 W. High St. in Orangeville is believed to date to the 1870s. 
It is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

 “The inside maintains the charm of the original tin ceiling, floors, 
door and windows,” Wichman said.

In 2003, the building was placed on the National Register of 
Historic Places, and 10 years later, the Bufords donated the building 
to MRPDT. The group also has made repairs to the building.

 The building has its own character, said Kim McIver, who has 
acted in and directed shows at the MRPDT.

 “It’s had a varied life with a lot going on in there,” she said in an 
email. “Sometimes it can be a little creepy if I’m in there alone … 
I’ve heard voices upstairs when there wasn’t anyone up there, for 
example.”

 And at 5,280 square feet, the theater is compact.
 “I came from a 455-seat historic theater with a huge stage in 

Elkader, Iowa, so it was quite a culture shock for me to act and direct 
on this stage,” McIver said. “If you get too close to the front, you can 
fall right off and sometimes there’s a table of people right there in 
front of you.”

• Building   (Continued from front page)

Bald eagle count yields ‘disturbing’ results
Expert: Number 
of immature 
birds continues to 
decline

A local bald eagle expert says the 
findings of the recent Mid-Winter 
Bald Eagle Count are “very disturb-
ing,” according to a news release 
from the Eagle Nature Foundation 
in Apple River.

The 61st annual count “confirms 
that the downward trend of the ratio 
of immature to adult bald eagles in 
the Midwest is continuing,” count 
coordinator Terrance Ingram said in 
the release. 

Count volunteers found 1,850 
birds, of which 301 were immatures, 
Ingram said.

“That is compared with the 3,907 
birds counted in the 2013 count. 
This annual count reveals that the 
bald eagle population peaked during 
2007 and 2008 and has been on a 
steady decline ever since.

“The percentage of immatures is 
now about where it was in 1963. ”

Volunteers counted bald eagles 
in areas away from the Mississippi 

River, including the St. Croix, Wis-
consin, Rock and Illinois rivers, as 
well as inland away from any major 
river.

“If only the areas that had been 
counted in the early 1960s were 
considered, they actually contained 
fewer bald eagles than had been 
counted at that time,” Ingram said. 
“It indicates that something is hap-
pening to our bald eagle population 
and we need to look into it immedi-
ately, before it is too late.”

Specifics about the 2021 count 
compared to last year include:

• Mississippi River, 1,280 bald 
eagles, compared to 656 in 2020

• Wisconsin River, 25 bald eagles, 
compared to 24 in 2020

• Rock River, 202 bald eagles, 
compared to 93 in 2020

• St. Croix River, 189 bald ea-
gles, compared to 50 in 2020. More 
counters were on hand in this area, 
Ingram noted.

• Illinois River, 132 bald eagles 
compared to 95 in 2020.

Some dams that have had popu-
lations of 600 to 800 birds in past 
years only had 20 to 80 birds this 
year, the count showed.

“Since the late 1980s this count 
has documented the collapse of one 

after another of the bald eagle win-
tering communities along the Mis-
sissippi River,” Ingram said. “Each 
community gradually lost its imma-
tures, then that community’s num-
bers gradually declined, until there 
were just a few adults left, and grad-
ually those disappeared also, until 
there were no birds left.

“The percentages of immatures 
on the Wisconsin and Illinois rivers 
give a person cause for worry. The 
Wisconsin River had a decrease in 
the percentage of young from 52.2% 
last year to 36.0% this year. The Il-
linois River had a decrease from 
31.8% last year to 14.1% this year. 
This immature ratio is some past 
years has been as high as 55 to 60%. 
All of these rivers had a percentage 
above 50 % during the 1980’s, when 
reproduction was at its peak.”

In other areas of the country, bald 
eagle deaths have been tied to var-
ious causes, including West Nile 
Virus, lead poisoning and bacteria, 
Ingram said. However, he believes 
that glyphosate, the main chemical 
in Roundup, “is working its way 
through the food chain up to the 
bald eagles, just like DDT was do-
ing when this annual count was first 
started in 1961.”

Thank You
Thank you to everyone for all the prayers, cards, 

calls, food brought to the house, memorial donations and 
support since Buck’s sudden passing. Also our thanks 
to the Stockton and Warren ambulance crews for their 
assistance.

Buck was such a kind, loving husband, father and 
grandpa. He is not only missed by his family, but so many 
others whose lives he touched.
Family of Wayne “Buck Simmons
 Pat Simmons
 Brad Simmons
 Wendy & Al Nowviock and Family
 Brian & Vicky Simmons and Family

392540

 Kim McIver became an essential 
worker at a local YMCA, watching 
the children of medical personnel 
and first responders. The author of 
Native American fiction and nonfic-
tion, including several young adult 
books, she’s currently working on 
a musical she hopes to perform at 
MRPDT.

 “Initially, the pandemic scared 
me to death. The media was nuts, 
reporting on every little thing. I had 
to step back and just figure out how 
I was going to handle things without 
all the fear,” she said. “The theater 
board continued to meet virtually 
during the last year, and we handled 
building maintenance and restoration 
while we were closed.”

Keisha Leehan, who’s been acting 
at MRPDT since 2012, works as an 
activity director for a local nursing 
home. Last year was memorable for 
her for one good reason.

“I got pregnant and had a baby all 
during the pandemic, so I guess you 
could say I have been finding other 
things to do,” Leehan quipped. “But 
the pandemic has been challenging 
not being able to be around others, 
especially with a newborn.”

Leehan said virtual rehearsals for 
the 2021 season-opening show are 
definitely different. 

“Rehearsals have been on Zoom 
and all we can do with that is re-
hearse our lines and how we sound. 
We cannot meet to figure out where 
we stand on stage because we can-
not be close to each other. I try to re-
hearse blocking on my own, with the 
help from family, of course,” Leehan 
said. “I certainly miss doing theater 
the way that we used to. It cuts down 
on some of the fun and creativeness 
that we had.”

Taking precautions
Because the future of the pandem-

ic’s impact is still uncertain, MRPDT 

• Theater   (Continued from front page)

is moving cautiously but hopefully 
into its new season. The theater will 
limit both audience size and the num-
ber of crew members during rehears-
als and performances, and patrons 
will not be admitted without masks, 
Kim McIver said.

 Paula Fulton, an actress, set de-
signer and MRPDT board member, 
said she doesn’t want to see a repeat 
of last spring, when rising COVID 
cases stopped a show they’d been 
working on for weeks.

 “This was such a disappointment 
for the cast and all those involved in 
‘Blithe Spirit’ by Noel Coward, only 
to be required to cancel three days 
before opening night,” Fulton said. 
“But we are planning and preparing 
for a successful season and look for-
ward to seeing many of our patrons 
soon.”

 “I have just been frustrated with 
all the forced closures and restric-
tions,” Wichman said. “As a theater 
we had built up a particularly good 
clientele of season ticket holders. 

Many of them were longtime pa-
trons, supporting us in many ways. I 
am not sure if we will get this back.”

 Still, she noted, the 55-seat MRP-
DT has always dealt with the chal-
lenges of small space. She hopes 
that by maintaining the quality of 
plays of the past, continuing collab-
oration with talented cast and crew 
members and keeping the theater’s 
unique atmosphere, the shows can go 
on. She’s proud of the theater’s role 
in providing the area with a resource 
to the performing arts.

 In addition to safety protocols, 
MRPDT will offer patrons three ad-
ditional performance dates for each 
of the three shows this season, Wich-
man said.

 In honor of MRPDT’s 20th an-
niversary, flashbacks of past shows 
will be presented during each of the 
current season’s performances.

For more information on the 
Mighty Richland Players’ new sea-
son, go online to mightyrichland-
players.org or call 815-819-1310.
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 Actors play Schroeder 
and Lucy in a production 

of “A Charlie Brown 
Christmas” at the Mighty 
Richland Players Dessert 
Theater. Shows return in 

April at the Orangeville 
venue.
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Liles Chiropractic 
Clinic, Ltd.

Dr. Jim Liles & Dr. Jared Liles

Your “Main Street Chiropractors”
with over 40 years service to our community

• Palmer Graduates • Digital X-Ray
• BCBS Provider • Electronic Insurance Billing

238 W. Main St. • Lena
815-369-4974

M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Saturday by Appointment.

379583SupplementSTherapy

By John Day
CORRESPONDENT

In March 1921, the world was 
filled with hope. The Roaring Twen-
ties spirit took hold in America and 
the future was 
bright. It was 
on March 26, 
1921, that Bur-
rill Coppernoll 
was born in ru-
ral Stockton.

 C o p p e r -
noll, a lifelong 
Stockton res-
ident, will be 
celebrating his 
100th birthday 
this year. Many folks might believe 
that 100 years in a small town like 
Stockton was a pretty dull life. On 
the contrary, few people have had a 
life as rich as Coppernoll has had.

 Growing up in the 1920s, Copper-
noll saw the growing popularity of 
autos and auto racing. In the era of 
barnstorming, Coppernoll saw aero 
races and records being set in air 
travel times. In aviation, Coppernoll 
saw his future.

While attending Stockton High 
School, Coppernoll and his brother, 
John, would travel to the Machesney 
Airport, near Rockford, where they 
took flight lessons and more impor-
tantly, learned about the mechanics 
of planes. The brothers would even 
build a few of their own planes.

 A year after graduating from high 
school, in 1939, the brothers found-
ed the Stockton Airport on a piece of 
the family farm. When World War II 
ended, the brothers purchased mil-
itary surplus Taylorcraft light air-
planes to offer flying lessons.

 In 1948, Coppernoll married the 
love of his life, Della Mae. The two 
spent the next 63 years together.

PHOTO SUBMITTED The Scoop Today/Shopper’s Guide

 Burrill and Della Mae Coppernoll were married in 1948. A longtime 
Stockton resident and pilot, Coppernoll is turning 100 on March 26.

College seeks applicants 
for trustee position

The Highland Community College Board of Trustees is seeking 
applicants to fill a vacant seat on the board created by the death of 
trustee Steven R. Jennings on March 4. Jennings, a retired Highland 
faculty member and former Highland Faculty Senate president, served 
on the board for the past 10 years following his retirement from the 
college.

 To apply for the vacant seat, candidates must be at least 18 years 
of age, a citizen of the United States, and a resident of the Highland 
Community College district for at least one year. Applicants must 
submit an application, a letter of interest and a resume by 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 31, to the office of the college president at 2998 W. 
Pearl City Road in Freeport.

 Applications are available in person from the board secretary, 
located in the president’s office on the second floor of the Student/
Conference Center on campus. Applications also are available online 
at highland.edu/about-us/board-of-trustees.

 A search committee will review the applicants’ qualifications and 
select candidates to be interviewed. The new trustee will be appointed 
and seated at the regular April board of trustees meeting on April 27.

As COVID-19 vaccines are becom-
ing more available in the region, es-
pecially for those 65 and older, Senior 
Resource Center officials are warning 
people to be alert for vaccine-related 
scams.

“In some areas of the country, older 
adults have been asked to pay for vac-
cines, for positions on a waiting list or 
to get early access. Others are asked to 
go through unverified platforms in an 
attempt to gain payment and person-
al information from seniors,” Sonja 
Shoemaker, Senior Resource Center 
executive director, said in a news re-
lease. “Although we are not aware of 
these problems locally, people still 
should be cautious.”

The Elder Justice Coalition, of 
which the Senior Resource Center is 
a member, is calling attention to this 
nationwide problem. 

 “It is especially disturbing that 
these scams are proliferating. In ad-
dition to financial exploitation, the 
scams represent their own forms of 
psychological and physical elder 
abuse,” said Bob Blancato, national 
coordinator of the Elder Justice Coa-
lition. “We would be especially upset 
if in response to these scams, a trust-
ing older adult went to a site, waited 

Stockton’s Coppernoll marks 100 years
Local pilot always made time for helping youth

 After marrying, Coppernoll took a 
position with the Illinois Department 
of Aeronautics, where, ahead of the 
times, he flew aircraft to assist the Il-
linois State Police and other agencies 
with issues such as illegal hunting, 
road conditions, flooding and a vari-
ety of issues.

 Jane Vanderheyden, friends with 
Coppernoll for more than 70 years, 
said, “Burrill (is) a wonderful person. 
He loved camping and tinkering. He 
could fix anything. Burrill was es-
pecially good with young people. 
Whenever some youngster needed 
help fixing something, he not only 
fixed it, but took the time to teach the 
youngster how to fix it.”

 Vanderheyden’s son, Ron, the 
owner of Full Throttle Power Sports, 
a Polaris dealer said, “I was born a 
motor head. My mother believes I 
would have never learned to read had 
it not been for Motorcycle Magazine. 

I had a particular fascination with 
snowmobiles. Burrill gave me one 
of his hand-me-downs. Whenever it 
broke down, Burrill was there to pro-
vide the knowledge and assistance to 
get it running again. Burrill played a 
big part in making me what I am to-
day.”

 Coppernoll’s niece, Anne, said, 
“Burrill is an amazing man. He’s 
patient, nurturing and always there 
for young people. Everyone who has 
ever met him loves him.”

 When asked about his life, Cop-
pernoll said, “I’ve been fortunate. 
I’ve spent my life just a few miles 
from the house where I was born, 
lived in a town I love with the love 
of my life, Della Mae, and had the 
career I had always wanted.”

  If you’d like to send Coppernoll a 
card for his 100th birthday, mail it to 
Burrill Coppernoll, 3117 W. Kunkle 
Blvd., Freeport, IL 61032. 

Volleyball
A roundup of girls high school 

volleyball scores and notes received 
by The Scoop Today/Shopper’s 
Guide:

• March 16, Warren defeated 
Scales Mound, 25-19 and 25-13

Claire Riedl had six aces and four 
kills for Warren. Ashley Hintz had 
five kills in the match.

• March 16, Le-Win defeated Or-
angeville, 25-19 and 25-13.

• March 16, Le-Win junior varsity 
defeated Orangeville junior varsity, 
25-7 and 25-12.

• March 17, Eastland defeated Or-
angeville, 25-18 and 25-14

• March 18, Le-Win defeated Or-
angeville, 25-17 and 25-21

Kassidy Humphrey had 10 kills 
and Kaidynce Lynch had seven kills 
for Le-Win. Zoe Bardell had three 
aces.

For Orangeville, Tori Plowman 
had seven kills and Sam Mock had 
three kills and five aces.

• March 18, Le-Win junior varsity 
defeated Orangeville junior varsity, 
25-12 and 25-10

• March 18, Warren defeated 
Scales Mound, 25-21 and 25-10; 
Scales Mound won the first match, 
25-9.

For Warren, Sydni Sigafus had 
five kills, followed by Emilie Sli-
chenmyer and Claire Riedl with four 
kills each. Sadie McCook-Bern had 

two aces.

Basketball
A roundup of high school basket-

ball scores and notes received by 
The Scoop Today/Shopper’s Guide 
(all scores are from varsity games 
unless noted):

Boys
• March 12, Scales Mound 62, 

Stockton 50
Four players scored in double dig-

its for Scales Mound: Zayden Ells-
worth, 18; Collin Fosler, 16; Ben 
Wemer, 12; and Benjamin Vandigo, 
10.

For Stockton, Mitchel Coffey led 
scoring with 21 points, followed by 
Ian Broshous with 14.

• March 12, East Dubuque 55, 
Warren 35

Brayden Bohnsack led scoring for 
Warren with 12 points.

Girls
• March 12, Durand 51, Le-win 42
Kalli Humphrey led scoring for 

Le-Win with 16 points, followed 
by three players with seven each — 
Cheyenne Mapes, Grace Groezinger 
and Tianna Esser.

• March 13, Le-Win 64, Aquin 59
Kalli Humphrey had 15 points, 12 

rebounds and four steals in the win. 
The girls finished 9-7 overall and 6-3 
in conference.

High School sports roundup

Burrill Coppernoll

Seniors should be alert for vaccine scams
for some significant period, possibly 
outdoors in the cold, only to be turned 
away.”

The Senior Resource Center offers 
programs, education and activities for 
older individuals, their families and 
caregivers in Stephenson and Jo Da-
viess counties. The programs include 
adult protective services, information 
and assistance, money management, 

case management, transit and edu-
cation and activities. All programs 
are continuing to operate in various 
capacities, even though Senior Re-
source Center buildings are closed to 
foot traffic because of the pandemic.

For more information about the Se-
nior Resource Center, call 815-235-
9777 or go online to www.seniorre-
sourcecenter.net.
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EVANGELICAL FREE
CHURCH OF LENA

720 N. Freedom Street
Lena, IL • 815-369-5591

Dr. Jim Erb, Senior Pastor
Rev. Scott Wilson

Assoc. Pastor of Youth

Sunday Worship 
8:30 a.m & 10:30 a.m.
Listen to pastor’s weekly sermon 

at www.lenafreechurch.org
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WADDAMS TWP.
ROAD COMMISSIONER

Paid for by Larry Rackow

Thank you for your support!
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for most makes and models

locating service available

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks
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Republicans unveil 
reform platform
By state Rep. Andrew Chesney

After months of planning, I was 
pleased to join the Illinois House 
Republican caucus in announcing 
our comprehensive Reimagine 
Illinois public policy platform.

In the same way the Contract 
with America helped congressional 
Republicans communicate a leading 
vision of conservative values 
in 1994, the Reimagine Illinois 
platform makes it clear the Illinois 
House Republicans will not simply 
be the party of “no,” but rather we 
are turning words into action with 
more than 80 meaningful reform 
bills proposed this session.

The Reimagine Illinois platform 
challenges beleaguered Illinois 
taxpayers to imagine an Illinois 
where corruption isn’t making 
headlines and lawmakers are held 
accountable, to imagine an Illinois 
with an honest and transparent 
state government, to imagine an 
Illinois where leaders take their 
fiscal responsibility seriously, 
watching every penny instead of 
raising taxes and debt year after 
year, to imagine an Illinois where 
every community has good-paying 
jobs, access to health care and 
educational opportunities that work 

for all students, 
and to imagine 
an Illinois 
where all 
neighborhoods 
are free of 
senseless 
violence and 
our streets are 
safe places 
for our kids to 
grow up.

After 
the November election, House 
Republican Leader Jim Durkin 
tasked members of our caucus to 
collaborate and develop a path 
toward a better Illinois. Illinoisans 
made a strong statement in 
November that they want real 
change, and the House Republicans 
listened to the voices of working 
families across Illinois in developing 
this policy platform.

Legislating from the minority 
is difficult in the best of times, let 
alone the times we experience today. 
I am proud to be part of a caucus 
that is working toward solutions 
to the problems facing Illinoisans 
and not simply catering to special A few months ago I was attacked 

by something so powerful I didn’t 
know if I’d survive. My husband of 
33 years died much too soon, much 
too young. I was left here, alone. 
The lone survivor, except this was 
no reality show. It was the real deal. 
And it sucked. Still does.

I was left in the throes of grief. 
Infinite, foreboding, unyieldingly 
cruel grief. I was literally drowning, 
fighting for each breath, not sure if I 
would ever live again. I felt caught 
between life and death. And that’s 
exactly where I was. In between one 
world and another. It was, it is, an 
extraordinarily lonely place. I still 
spend much of my time there.

However, I’m trying to get out. To 
escape.

Almost immediately after grief 
encompassed my entire being, I 
knew what I wanted. I wanted to 
live again. To step beyond grief 
and feel again. To laugh. To breathe 
without effort. To remember fondly. 
To take sleep for granted. To find the 
things that made living worthwhile.

To be something more than that 
poor lady who lost her husband at 

much too young an age. To conquer 
not only the grief, but the pity.

And the thought of that flooded 
me with a realization.

Grief cut me off at the knees. It 
tried to control me. It tried to tell 
me who I am. Its grip has been 
relentless. But in the end, grief is not 
in control.

I am.
And despite its utterly cruel 

nature, grief has unwittingly given 
me gifts.

Yeah, you read that right.
Grief has made me a warrior. 

A fighter. A survivor. Grief has 
challenged me in ways no one 
wants to be challenged, but in the 
end, I am still breathing. I’m still 
alive. And that gives me a one up. 
By surviving, I am winning. I am 

By
JILL
PERTLER 

Columnist

Slices of life

Will to live wins out over grief
beating grief. And I am determined 
not only to beat grief, but to learn 
from it and take from it and become 
someone better than I ever could 
have imagined before.

Take that grief. I will have the 
last word, the last laugh, if you will. 
Irony fully intended.

Grief has made me stronger. 
And strong doesn’t just involve 
muscles. It involves grit and the 
will to survive. It involves doing the 
undoable. Creating a new normal. 
Living it out in the same body with 
a completely revised attitude and 
outlook on life. Building a future 
you never would have imagined 
Before Grief.

By beating grief, I am overcoming 
the insurmountable and that is 
empowering.

Grief has made me bolder than 
ever before. I know what loss is 
like — firsthand. From the front 
lines. After experiencing a loss so 
great, I have nothing left to lose. 
That makes me bold and strong and 
unapologetic.

If I want something, I will not be 
timid. I will be brave and fearless 
in my pursuit of life. I will laugh 

State Rep. Andrew 
Chesney

See SLICES, Page 8

See PLATFORM , Back Page
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DORTHY BARKER
Dorthy L. Barker, age 94, died on 

Tuesday, March 2, 2021, at FHN Me-
morial Hospital in Freeport, Illinois.  
Due to COVID-19, there will be no 
visitation or graveside services.

She was born on July 15, 1926, in 
Oneco Township to Roger and Leotta 
(Grabow) Bartelt. She married Rob-
ert L. Barker on June 28, 1944.

She and her husband farmed for 
many years until retirement, then 
moved to Orangeville, Illinois. 

She is survived by one daughter, 

Alysia (Chris Wahlig) Bensmiller 
of Davenport, Iowa; one sister, Pat 
(Leroy) Jensen of Freeport; and one 
sister-in-law, Marjorie Barker of Or-
angeville.

She was preceded in death by her 
parents; her husband; and one sister, 
Mary Lou Miller of Monroe, Wis-
consin.

A memorial had been established 
in her memory for the Orangeville 
Fire Department.

Condolences maybe sent to the 
family at www.leamonfh.com.  

TANNER BOLLON
Tanner Scott Bollon, age 33, of 

Freeport, Illinois, passed away Sun-
day, March 14, 2021, at his home. He 
was born Sept. 23, 1987, in Freeport 
to William “Billy” and Toni (Nilles) 
Bollon. 

Tanner was a 2006 graduate of Lena 
High School. He worked for Chrysler. 
He was an avid sports fan. He enjoyed 
watching the Braves, Vikings and 
Red Wings. Tanner didn’t just enjoy 
watching sports, he also enjoyed play-
ing them, especially softball and golf. 
He also liked to play video games 
from time to time. Tanner had a huge 
heart, even at the end he was help-
ing people by being an organ donor. 

He was funny, 
q u i c k - w i t t e d 
and an all-
around easy per-
son to talk to; 
he could always 
see both sides of 
a debate. He was 
often referred to 
as “The Profes-
sor.” Tanner had 
so much love 

for his family, especially his niece 
and nephew, his friends and his dogs, 
Josie and Jackson.

He is survived by his mom and 
dad, Toni and Billy Bollon of Lena; 
his brother, Tyler (Aurora) Bollon and 

their children, Kellan and Shaylie, of 
Freeport; his fiancé, Kaitlin Jewell, of 
Freeport; his maternal grandma, Pat 
“GiGi” Nilles of Freeport; his pater-
nal grandparents, Bill (Connie) Bol-
lon of Freeport; his uncle, Bob (Amy) 
Bollon; his aunts, Sherri (Mike) Dan-
iel and Stacey (Tim) Wagenknecht; 
and several cousins. He was preceded 
in death by his great-grandma Bollon.

A visitation and funeral service 
were held Saturday, March 20, 2021, 
at Lena Evangelical Free Church. In-
terment will take place at Lena Burial 
Park. A memorial fund has been es-
tablished. Condolences may be shared 
with Tanner’s family at www.herman-
nfuneralhome.com. 

HELEN R. CROSS
Helen R. Cross, age 88, of McCo-

nnell, passed away on Wednesday, 
March 17, 2021, at Monroe Clinic 
Hospital. She was born on April 28, 
1932, to Martin and M. Inez (Mc-
Guire) Rup now. Helen graduated 
from Winslow High School in 1950. 
She married Claire “Kelly” Cross on 
Feb. 24, 1952. They were crowned 
their Homecoming king and queen. 
She was an administrative assis-
tant at Newell Drapery Hardware 
in Freeport, Illinois, for over 25 
years. She enjoyed traveling around 
the world with Claire. They went to 
Germany, Switzerland and Hawaii 
and an enjoyed an Alaskan cruise. 

She enjoyed reading and spent a 
lot of time in Sauk City, Wisconsin, 
on the Wisconsin River camping at 
Snuffy’s. She loved watching old 
movies, doing jigsaw and crossword 
puzzles and most of all spending 
time with their family and friends. 

She is survived by one son, Ron 
Cross, of Freeport; nephews, Dar-
yl (Kathy) Rupnow of McFarland, 
Wisconsin, Lee (Ruth) Rupnow of 
Lancaster, Wisconsin, Steve (Cindi) 
Rupnow of Monroe, Wisconsin, Jer-
ry (Karen) Cross of Lena, Illinois, 
Gary (Cindi) Cross of Winslow, 
Illinois, Chris Cross of McCon-
nell and Laura (Regan) Farmer of 
Cedarville, Illinois; sister-in-law, 

Charlotte Cross, of McConnell; and 
numerous great nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Claire “Kelly”; son, Rob-
in; brother, Everett Rupnow; broth-
ers-in-law, Dale Cross, Keith Cross 
and Wayne Cross; and sisters-in-
law, Helen Cross and Norma Cross.

A visitation and funeral service 
were held Monday, March 22, 2021, 
at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
in Lena with Pastor Miho officiat-
ing.

Burial will be at Salem Cemetery.
A memorial has been established 

in her name.
Condolences may be sent to the 

family at www.leamonfh.com

DAVID J. GERBER
David “Gerb” J. Gerber, 76, of 

Warren, Illinois, passed away with 
his family by his side on Thursday, 
March 18, 2021, at FHN Memorial 
Hospital in Freeport, Illinois. Gerb 
was born Dec. 15, 1944, in Apple 
River, Illinois, to Edward and Doris 
(Beall) Gerber. He married Sandra 
Strohacker, and together they had 
two sons.  Gerb then married Kar-
en “Smiley” Kaiser in 1998.  Gerb 
served his country in the U.S. Air 
Force during the Vietnam War. In 
2004, after 28 years of employment, 
Gerb retired from Kelly Springfield. 
After retiring, Gerb and Smiley 
owned and operated Smiley’s Pub 
in downtown Warren. Gerb was a 
past member of the Apple River 
Fire Department and he worked on 
the Water and Sewer Department 
for Apple River alongside his father.  
Gerb enjoyed hunting with the boys, 
especially going to the Brinkmeier 
Deer Camp, fishing with the Warren 
clan in North Dakota and going on 
motorcycle trips with Smiley and 
Rod and Terri Beyer. He was a car-
ing man, who cared deeply about 
his friends and family, especially 
his grandchildren. He attended all 
of their sporting events and school 
events.  

Gerb is survived by his wife, Kar-
en “Smiley” of Warren; his sons, 
Shane (Elizabeth) Gerber and Chad 
(Nicole) Gerber, both of Lena; his 
step-son, Brian (Jeannie) Reed of 
Hazel Green, Wisconsin; grandchil-

dren, Kayleigh, 
Cole David, 
Morgan and 
Ashton Joel; 
step-grandchil-
dren, Keaton, 
Jalyn, Tytan, 
Pearson and Al-
yssa; a brother, 
Joseph “Dean” 
Gerber; two 
sisters, Dianne 

(Earl) Koch and Debra Gerber; the 
entire Kaiser family; and numerous 
nieces, nephews and cousins.  

He was preceded in death by his 
mother, Doris; his father, Edward; 
his step-mom, Marjorie Leverton; 
the mother of his children, Sandra 
Johnson; three brothers-in-law, Da-
vid and Kenneth Kaiser and James 
Wienen; two sisters-in-law, Liz 
Gerber and Lois Wienen; and his 
mother and father-in-law, Rita and 
Joseph Kaiser.

A visitation was held Monday, 
March 22, 2021, at the Apple River 
Event Center in Apple River. A mil-
itary service was performed follow-
ing the visitation.

Cremation rites have been accord-
ed.

A memorial has been established 
in his name.

The family wishes to extend a 
sincere thank you to the staff at UW 
and FHN Memorial Hospital for the 
exceptional care they gave Gerb.

Condolences may be sent to the 
family at www.leamonfh.com.JAMES N. KEMPEL

James “Jimmy” N. Kempel, age 
82, of Lena, Illinois, passed away at 
his home surrounded by his family 
on Tuesday, March 16, 2021, after a 
long battle with congestive heart fail-
ure.  He was born on Aug. 23, 1938, 
in Freeport, Illinois, the son of Nel-
son and Dora (Papp) Kempel. James 
grew up working on the family farm 
in Kent. He was a 1956 graduate of 
Pearl City High School. James mar-
ried Patricia Thruman on May 10, 
1959, at the First Methodist Church 
in Freeport; together they had three 
children. He then married Virginia 
Shumaker on July 26, 1975, at St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church in Kent. He 
then was a semi driver for McPhillips 
Trucking and then Solace Transfer 
out of Lena. After retiring he worked 
seasonally at Swiss Colony and start-
ed his own mowing company, Jim 
Bobs Lawncare.  He was a member 

of Pearl City 
Lions Club 
and the Pearl 
City Masonic 
Lodge. James 
was a people 
person who was 
young at heart 
and always up 
for a laugh. He 
loved spending 
time with his 

family and friends.
James is survived by his three chil-

dren, David Kempel of Monroe, Wis-
consin; Andrea Kempel of Sterling, 
Illinois; and Daniel Kempel of Oma-
ha, Nebraska; two grandchildren, 
Kristin Canas and Caden Celestino, 
both of Sterling; two great-grand-
children, Chloe and Corbin Scrib-

ner, of Sterling; sister, Donna Ruch, 
of Monroe; Patricia Pohl of Monroe 
and Virginia Shumaker of Freeport; 
numerous nieces and nephews; spe-
cial friends, Scott and Casey Solace; 
and his beloved kitties, Cassie, Har-
riot and Wonder.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents and brother, LaVerl Kempel, 
on Oct. 18, 2020.

A visitation and funeral service 
was held Saturday, March 20, 2021, 
at the Leamon Funeral Home in Lena 
with the Rev. Randy Nicholas offici-
ating.

Interment will take place at Chapel 
Hill Memorial Gardens in Freeport.

A memorial has been established 
in his memory.

Condolences may be sent to the 
family at www.leamonfh.com.

Obituaries

your source for on-line news:
RVPNEWS.

COM
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Chiropractic students make dean’s list 
Brooke Olberding and Tevin Sellers, both of Lena, were named to the fall 

2020 trimester dean’s list at Palmer College of Chiropractic’s main campus 
in Davenport, Iowa.

Palmer College of Chiropractic is the first and largest college in the chiro-
practic profession.

Church sets Holy Week services
Lena United Methodist Church has announced services that are coming up 

for Holy Week.
• April 1, Maundy Thursday: A 7 p.m. Communion service will be held on 

the Lena UMC Facebook page.
• April 2, Good Friday: Two services will be held jointly with Good Shep-

herd Lutheran Church in the Lena UMC parking lot at 3 p.m. and 6 p.m. At-
tendees should bring lawn chairs. The services will move into the sanctuary 
in case of inclement weather.

• April 4, Easter Sunday: A short service will be held at 7 a.m. in the Lena 
Burial Park; bring your own chair. Facebook Live and in-person worship will 
begin at 9 a.m. in the Lena UMC sanctuary.

COVID-19 activity has decreased 
enough in the area that as of March 
11, FHN Memorial Hospital had seen 
a number of days without having a 
hospitalized COVID-19-positive 
patient, according to an FHN news 
release.

 “This has been a welcome break 
for our team members, and a very 
good sign,” FHN President and 
CEO Mark Gridley said in the re-
lease. “The hospital and other FHN 
locations have relaxed some visitor 
restrictions, and people are starting 
to make appointments for regular 
checkups and necessary procedures.”

FHN officials continue to work 

Local teams dig into spring volleyball season
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

Illinois high school volleyball is finally back after a 
long hiatus from the court in 2020.  The Orangeville 
Broncos, under third-year head coach Abbi Rillie, are 
coming off a season in which they finished with an 
overall record of 11-22-2 and just 3-11 in conference 
play.  That was a much different team, however, as 
they lost five seniors to graduation following the Fall 
2019-’20 season. 

Despite the circumstances of a shortened, alternate 
spring schedule with no state tournament, the 
Broncos are hoping to bounce back this season.  

 This year’s Broncos are led by a trio of seniors in 
Tori Plowman, McKayla Riemer and Camree Pelikan. 
Riemer and Plowman already have made their college 
commitments, with Riemer set to play both softball 
and volleyball at Highland Community College, and 
Plowman to play softball at Concordia University in 
Wisconsin. Together, the duo gives Rillie a strong set 
of athletic leaders to set a good example for the large 
number of underclassmen on the roster. 

The Broncos would be put to the test early on in 
their 2021 spring season, as faced off with the Lena-
Winslow Panthers twice in their first three games. 

 The Le-Win Panthers are in a much different 
position, however. Head coach Sue Amendt and her 
squad are coming off a year where they finished 30-7 
and an impressive 13-0 in conference play.  Despite 
such success, they need to fill the shoes of the seven 
seniors lost to graduation after last season.

This year, the Panthers have just three seniors 

leading the way in Sidney Weegens, Ella Wolfrom 
and team captain Kassidy Humphrey. They have a 
very strong group of underclassmen, however, and 
if any coach is capable of continued success despite 
roster turnover, it is Amendt.  

 When the Panthers and Broncos met up for the 
first game of the season March 16.  Amendt’s squad 
looked like they had not skipped a beat. The Broncos 
battled, but Le-Win took game one by a score of 25-
17. Game two was much of the same, as the Panthers 
were hungry for their first win in over a year.  They 
went on to sweep the Broncos by a score of 25-13.  

 Humphrey was dominant on the night with six 
kills as she led the way offensively for the Panthers. 
Weegens was all over defensively, racking up 13 digs 
on the evening. Together, the duo helped lead the way 
over the Broncos in their season debut.

Junior Samantha Mock led the way offensively for 
Orangeville with three kills, while fellow junior Kylie 
Wirth led the team in digs with 13 in the loss.  

 Just two days later, the teams met up again as the 
Broncos hoped to even things up between the two 
teams. 

Orangeville put up a fight, but Le-Win went on 
to sweep the Broncos again, by scores of 25-17 and 
25-21.  The win put the Panthers at 2-0 to start the 
season, while the Broncos fell to 0-3 due to a loss to 
Eastland the day before. 

 The Broncos will be back in action on Thursday, 
March 25, when they host Aquin Catholic. The 
Panthers will hope to keep their winning streak alive 
when they travel to Dakota on that same Thursday.

COVID-19 housing bill aims to provide 
additional support to renters, homeowners

FHN reports decline in COVID-19 
cases, progress in vaccination

with the Stephenson County Health 
Department to vaccinate residents 
and maintain a vaccine waiting list. 
To access the waiting list, go online 
to www.fhn.org.

 “The FHN/SCHD vaccination 
clinic gets fairly frequent deliveries 
of vaccine, and as soon as officials 
know that vaccine will be available, 
the next people on the list (based on 
Illinois Department of Health phases) 
are contacted for appointments,” the 
release said.

FHN has no control over which 
vaccine will be sent, but Gridley en-
couraged people to take advantage of 
any of the COVID-19 vaccines.

 “All the vaccines are safe and 
very effective, so please don’t wait,” 
he said.

 For more information, go online 
to view the latest FHN COVID-19 
update video at www.fhn.org/coro-
navirus.

By Tim Kirsininkas
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

State Rep. Delia Ramirez, D-Chica-
go, reintroduced a bill last week that 
would offer emergency support to ten-
ants, landlords and homeowners strug-
gling to make payments in the midst of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

House Bill 2877, known as the 
Federal Emergency Rental Assistance 
Act, would create a process for allo-
cating funding for rental support that 
was made available in federal stimulus 
packages since December. It would 
also expand the sealing of eviction re-
cords in the state through July of 2022.

Ramirez, who previously introduced 
the legislation during the lame duck 
session in January, said the new bill 
offers “a comprehensive approach” to 
addressing what she referred to as “a 
crisis of housing instability” as a result 
of COVID-19.

Since the outset of the pandemic, 
Ramirez has been working to intro-
duce legislation that would provide 
additional support to renters, landlords 
and homeowners who are unable to 
make rent or pay their mortgage due 
to financial hardship during the pan-
demic.

The legislation Ramirez originally 
introduced in January aimed to back 
Gov. JB Pritzker’s eviction moratori-
um by enshrining the executive order 
into state statute and extending it into 
late 2022. 

“Since January, we’ve been work-
ing really hard to make some techni-
cal changes to address concerns from 
opponents in the finance industry,” 
Ramirez said. “We have now come to 
an agreement.”

Ramirez and proponents of the leg-
islation said the new version would 
primarily aim to protect rental tenants 
from additional financial hardship if 
faced with an eviction notice.

Emily Coffey, a housing attorney 
with the Shriver Center on Poverty 
Law, called the bill a “vital step in the 
right direction” to offer support to ten-
ants, landlords, and homeowners.

“The COVID-19 pandemic has ex-
posed a housing crisis that has long ex-
isted, but became all the more urgent to 
address,” Coffey said.

“(The bill) ensures that tenants who 
are unable to pay their rent do not have 
lasting permanent consequences, and 
that landlords are able to access a rent-

al assistance fund,” she added. “The 
bill also ensures that homeowners and 
small landlords have additional time to 
avoid foreclosure.” 

Opponents of the bill, including 
State Rep. Deanne Mazzochi, R-El-
mhurst, cited concerns that the legis-
lation does not require a written lease 
to apply for additional rental support, 
which she argued could lead to fraud-
ulent claims.

“That failure to have some type of 
two factor authentication for someone 
without a written lease, I think, is going 
to be an invitation to fraud,” Mazzochi 
said.

Ramirez responded that in order to 
attain additional rental assistance in 
accordance with federal requirements, 
residents would have to provide writ-
ten documents proving their residency 
that their landlord would need to sign.

Ramirez also said the U.S. Treasury 
Department was clearer on eligibili-
ty requirements in the latest COVID 
relief package, allowing the state to 
ensure that residents who most need 
rental support would be the ones re-
ceiving it.

“The federal government will be 
auditing the administering agencies to 
ensure they’re living up to the federal 
guidelines,” Ramirez said.

Ramirez said that new stipulations 
from the federal government focusing 
on Area Median Income data from the 
U.S. Housing and Urban Development 
data would also allow the state to en-
sure that rental relief is going to those 
who need the most support.

“Those that need it the most are able 
to access this assistance, and we can 
prevent people from becoming home-
less,” Ramirez said.

HB 2877 was advanced to the house 
floor with support from only Demo-
crats. 

The bill was one of three advanced 
by the House Housing Committee on 
March 17.

The other two bills would aim 
to give additional rental support to 
low-income individuals and those liv-
ing with mental illness.

House Bill 449, introduced by Rep. 
Kathleen Willis, D-Addison, would 
create a “Housing is Recovery” pilot 
program. The five-year pilot program 
would offer bridge rental subsidies to 
those who are at high risk of unneces-
sary institutionalization and overdoses 
related to mental illness.

House Bill 648, introduced by Rep. 
Denyse Stoneback, D-Skokie, would 
establish new, more flexible rules for 
family median income level require-
ments in order to qualify for subsidized 
housing.

The bill as amended would allow 
residents to qualify for subsidized 
housing through the state’s Rent-
al Housing Support program if their 
household income is at or below 30 
percent of their Area Median Income.

“More assistance is on the way, but 
we must do more to ensure continued 
housing stability for the people of our 
state,” Stoneback said of the bill.

Both HB 449 and HB 648 passed 
committee by a unanimous vote.

 Capitol News Illinois is a nonprof-
it, nonpartisan news service covering 
state government and distributed to 
more than 400 newspapers statewide.

Briefs
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The goal of dentistry is to provide 
optimal oral health, which in turn 
supports overall health, throughout 
all stages of life. As every patient 
presents with their own unique set 
of dental needs, no two treatment 
plans will be the same. Thanks to its 
commitment to research, dentistry 
continues to create, improve and ex-
pand technologies to meet these var-
ied challenges. Today’s column will 
discuss the use of SDF or sodium 
diamine fluoride in managing dental 

disease and hypersensitivity.
SDF is a compound that combines 

the antibacterial activity of silver ni-
trate with the remineralization abil-
ity of fluoride to prevent or halt the 

progression of caries (often referred 
to as cavities). Caries are caused by 
bacteria that demineralize the tooth’s 
enamel and dentin. If left untreated, 
caries will progress to pulpal infec-
tion and death of the tooth.

SDF not only inhibits cariogen-
ic bacteria and their enzymes that 
breakdown tooth structure, but it 
also prevents further decay as it re-
mains in the tooth for some time and 
can kill re-invading bacteria. The 
silver and fluoride work together to 

FHN family medicine physician 
Dr. Shokry Tawfik has announced 
his retirement from the FHN Family 
Healthcare Center – Lena, effective 
Aug. 6.

“Tawfik, who joined FHN in 1984, 
has been the primary care provider at 
the Lena office since 1985, becoming 
well-known in the community for his 
care and compassion,” according to 
an FHN news release.

A reception celebrating Tawfik 
will be planned pending Centers for 
Disease Control & Prevention and 
Illinois Department of Public Health 
guidelines.

 Tawfik garnered statewide rec-
ognition when he was named a Ru-
ral Physician of Excellence by the 
Illinois Rural Health Association in 
2006.

He received 
his medical de-
gree from Cai-
ro University 
in Egypt and 
completed his 
residency at the 
University of 
Illinois College 
of Medicine in 
Rockford. He 
is a fellow and 
member of the 

American Academy of Family Phy-
sicians, a member of the Christian 
Medical and Dental Associates, and 
member of the American Medical 
Association. In January of 2017, 
he received the Citizen of the Year 
Award from the Lena Lions Club.

 “Dr. Tawfik is one of the finest phy-

sicians I have 
ever known. 
His compassion 
and skill will be 
fondly remem-
bered and have 
been appreci-
ated by many,” 
FHN President 
and CEO Mark 
Gridley said 
in the news re-
lease. 

 Tawfik said he looks forward to 
spending more time with his fami-
ly, especially his grandchildren, and 
hopefully, doing more traveling.

 “I am praying for wisdom in using 
my time and to be purposeful,” Taw-
fik said in the release.

 A fellow FHN family medicine 

physician will move his practice to 
FHN Family Healthcare Center – 
Lena in August. Dr. Jeffrey Schleich, 
who has cared for patients at FHN 
Family Healthcare Centers in Oran-
geville and at Burchard Hills in Free-
port, joined FHN in 2003. 

 Schleich earned his medical de-
gree, along with a number of clinical 
and academic honors, from Creigh-
ton University in Omaha, Nebraska, 
where he also earned an undergrad-
uate degree in chemistry. He worked 
as a laboratory technician with the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and 
completed his residency at the Uni-
versity of Illinois College of Medi-
cine at Rockford/Swedish American 
Hospital.

 A native of Freeport and graduate 
of Aquin High School, Schleich’s 

family has long been affiliated with 
health care in the area; his father, Pat 
Schleich, owned the Lena Pharma-
cy for many years, the news release 
said.

Schleich has enjoyed several trips 
to Honduras for medical missions, 
volunteers as tech champion at his 
church and at the local food pantry to 
give medical advice. In his free time, 
he enjoys playing sports, especially 
softball and golf, and spending time 
with his wife and their three children. 

 “We are very fortunate to have 
Dr. Schleich continuing the legacy 
of providing healthcare excellence 
for individuals and families living 
in Lena and the surrounding com-
munities. He is dedicated to serving 
the region for many years to come,” 
Gridley said.

Longtime physician announces retirement

Dr. Shokry Tawfik Dr. Jeffrey Schleich

make compounds that strengthen the 
tooth. Halting the decay helps pre-
vent it from spreading to surround-
ing teeth.

Another distinct advantage of 
SDF is its ease of application. SDF 
is a liquid that is brushed on to the 
carious lesion. Unlike sealants, 
which are placed on healthy teeth 
to prevent decay before it happens, 
SDF is placed on decayed surfaces 
to prevent further damage. 

Patients will sometimes present 
with substantial decay. Provided 
there is no involvement with the 
pulp of the tooth, SDF can act as a 
stopgap for a young child to preserve 
primary teeth as they hold the place 
for the permanent tooth. For children 
under 3 and patients with special 
needs, SDF is a cost-effective way to 
avoid hospital dentistry under gener-
al anesthesia. In adults with rampant 
decay, but limited insurance and fi-
nances, it can be a stopgap so nec-
essary restorative treatment can be 
prioritized and spread out over time, 
while avoiding further damage. 

Statistics show us that the cur-
rent U.S. population of adults over 
the age of 65 is 16.5%.  Our aging 
population experiences more medi-
cal issues, financial limitations and a 
reduction in salivary flow due to age 
and medications. Restricted mobility 
causes difficulty in performing daily 
oral hygiene and increases root re-

cession.  One in every five members 
of this segment of the population has 
untreated cavities. About one in ev-
ery three has periodontal disease.

Applying SDF twice a year to 
exposed roots and carious lesions 
offers a quick, inexpensive and ef-
fective way to halt and prevent fur-
ther caries. This is a great benefit for 
patients who are unable to tolerate 
restorative dentistry because of com-
plex medical issues.

For patients with hypersensitivity 
who have not found relief with over-
the-counter products, SDF may be 
prescribed.

While SDF is an effective, nonin-
vasive and cost-effective treatment 
to arrest or prevent cavities in both 
primary and permanent teeth, it is 
not a final restoration. It cannot be 
used under certain conditions, in-
cluding in those with allergies to 
heavy metals or fluoride and those 
with mouth ulcers. It must be regu-
larly monitored to evaluate efficacy 
and will require reapplication twice 
a year. 

The biggest disadvantage is that 
while it will not stain healthy tooth 
structure, it will permanently stain 
black any carious lesion. If it con-
tacts other oral tissues, it will tem-
porarily stain these for a few days. 

Dr. Stephen Petras is an Illinois-li-
censed general dentist at the Stock-
ton Dental Center.

SDF treatments can help manage dental disease
By
DR. STEPHEN 
PETRAS 
Illinois Licensed 
General Dentist

 Lions Richard and Nancy Jogerst were rec-
ognized recently by the Lena Lions Club as this 
year’s Foundation Fellow recipients. A Founda-
tion Fellow is the greatest level of recognition 
that can be bestowed by the Lions of Illinois 
Foundation. “Rich and Nancy have stepped up 
in big ways for the Lena Lions Club and our com-
munity — and we appreciate them,” a club news 
release said.

 Lena Lions Club member Glenn Harman re-
ceives the Melvin Jones Award. The award is the 
highest international award given at the club level. 
“This award exemplifies service and Lion Glenn 
is so deserving of the award,” a news release 
said. “Melvin Jones was a Chicago salesman who 
was driven by a dynamic personality and a heart 
filled with kindness. He helped create a service 
movement over 100 years ago that is still thriving 
today.”

A roar of appreciation for Lions members

PHOTOS SUBMITTED Shopper’s Guide
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Friday Fish Fry

Go Fish

Contact these local 
businesses for 

carry-
out and 
delivery 
options

To Advertise
your 

Lenten Specials 
call

Cyndee Stiefel
815-369-4112 or
815-947-3353

272811

2051 Ayp Rd. • Freeport, IL 61032
815-233-0560

Corner of Bypass 20 & Highway 20 - At the Stoplight.

(Served all day on Fridays)
Fish Fry

11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

• Cod • Catfish
• Bluegill • Walleye

• Salmon
390306

Lenten Specials
Available Every Friday until Easter From 5 p.m. - close

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT Fried Alaskan Pike - $14.95 (Baked not AYCE)
Includes choice of potato (carry out 3 - 4 pieces)

ZESTY SHRIMP ALFREDO - $18.95
Sautéed shrimp, tomatoes, broccoli & mushrooms

Includes garlic bread
CATFISH FILLETS - (2) 7 oz. breaded or broiled fillets - $17.95

Includes choice of potato
ALL_YOU-CAN-EAT Shrimp - $19.95

Includes choice of potato (carry out 14 shrimp)
ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT Spaghetti with marinara sauce

$10.95 - Includes garlic bread stick
(carry out - extra large order)

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT
Mt. Carroll 815-244-7553
Stockton 815-947-2798

All include soup or salad

390297

Little
John’s Tap

147 South Main
Pearl City
815-443-2818

2 Piece Haddock Dinner $8.50
(hand battered or baked)

Served with fries, coleslaw 
and dinner roll

Fridays starting at 5 p.m.

368960

HARTZELL’S
FRIDAY FISH FRY

served 11 am - 1 pm, 4 pm - 5:30 pm
while supplies last

FISH SANDWICH $4.59
2 PIECE COD DINNER, POTATO 
WEDGES, SALAD & ROLL $6.99
FEEL FREE TO CALL IN YOUR ORDER AND 
WE’LL HAVE IT READY WHEN YOU COME

HARTZELL’S DELI
RT. 78 N • WARREN

815-745-3311 390021

120 E. Main, Warren, IL
815-745-3333

FRIDAY FISH SPECIALS
Bluegill

Beer Battered Cod
Beer Battered Shrimp

or
Grilled Salmon

390026

392539

Friday Night All-you-can-eat Cod
Roasted New Zealand rack of lamb

Grilled Norwegian Salmon with 
citrus mornay sauce

 3500 E. Center Rd., Stockton
815-858-3939

woodbinebend.com
391159

unabashedly, without caring what 
other people might think. I will 
dare to try new things, even when 
they are far outside my comfort 
zone because my comfort zone was 
crushed by grief. I will become 
someone I probably never would 
have imagined pre-grief.

I will grab grief by the tail 
and create something bigger and 
better than before. I will not take 
this lying down. I will not give 
up. Grief, you picked the wrong 
adversary when you decided to 
descend upon me. I may look weak 
and small but I am strong, and I 
don’t give up easily. I don’t give up 

period.
So take that, grief. Give it all 

you’ve got. Because, you know 
what? I’ve got more. And I’m going 
to live it out. Fully. Every day, in 
every way.

It may come in small steps, but I 
will conquer you. And I think you 
know it. So take that.

Jill Pertler is an award-winning 
syndicated columnist, published 
playwright, author and member of 
the National Society of Newspaper 
Columnists. Don’t miss a slice; 
follow the Slices of Life page on 
Facebook.

• Slices   (Continued from page 4)

LESLIE (LES) 
NIELSEN

for
Village Trustee
of Lena, IL.
Paid for by candidate.

39
14

96

264156

    your source for on-line news:

       RVPNEWS.COM
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Service 
Corner

Place Your 
Service Ad

Call Laurie or Cyndee at 
(815) 369-4112 

or (815) 947-3353 for details

Minimum of 4 weeks 
Additional Sizes Available

391536

Werhane Total Truck Repair
Straight Trucks - Semis - Dump

Trucks - Farm Type Vehicles
including Farm Tractors

FAIR • FAST • FRIENDLY
• Clutches • Brakes • Welding (Steel & Aluminum) • Electrical 

• Lube & Oil Change • Suspension • King Pins • Transmission & Drive Line 
• Differentials • Tune Ups • Over Hauls • Minor Body Work 

• Tractor-Trailer Wash • Air Conditioning

KEEP US IN MIND FOR ALL YOUR REPAIR NEEDS
Ask for Brian 

Call Now!
815-369-4574

Werhane Enterprises
509 E. Main St. • Lena • 815-369-4574                 2021-3-24-2021-12

390992

10240 N. Old Mill Rd.
McConnell, IL 61050

815-541-3348
heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

390984

THINK SPRING!!!
0% 

Financing 
Options 

Available
for 

Qualified 
Buyers

Commercial • Agricultural
Residential • Industrial • Solar

Nick Wienand • Greg Kline

Call: 815-908-0775 Stockton, IL
388497

Call us for any of your electrical needs

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

111032

G & H PAINTING
Formerly Checkered Flag Auto Body, Lena

Call us for your FREE 
estimate today!

• 35 years experience
• Loaner cars available
• All makes & models 

• All insurance 
work welcomed!

4933 N. Scout Camp Rd., Apple River, IL 61001
815-492-0114

M-F 8-4 • Sat by appointment

342138

PEARL CITY SEAMLESS 
GUTTERS INC.

Josh Endress • 815-238-2655
Noah Smielewski • 815-307-2392

5” & 6” Seamless 
Gutters & Gutter Guards Available. 

Multi-color, Color Match.

Owner Operated

365500

Farm • LiFe • HeaLtH • ProPerty • CasuaLty • Home • auto

815-369-2277 • 815-275-2767

William L. Bohnsack
Independent Agent

14612 West Kerlin Road
Lena, IL 61048

60258

From Lena’s Kitchen

Last week I started the column out 
with the fact that the snow has melted 
in the front yard. Guess what? There 
was more snow in the front yard. 
By the time you read this column, 
the snow should be gone. Hopefully 
that is the last measurable snow we 
will have to get rid of. St. Patrick’s 
Day is over and all that is left is the 
corned beef on sale in the stores. We 
turn to Lent and Easter in this week’s 
column.

Simple Vegetable Dip
This simple and easy veggie dip 

is a great start for a heavy meal. You 
can use any raw vegetable and serve 
the whole thing on an attractive cut-

ting board.
2 pkgs. (8 oz. each) cream cheese, 

softened
1/3 C. milk
¼ C. ketchup
¼ C. grated onion
1 t. garlic powder
1 t. ground mustard
1/8 t. pepper
¼ t. Worcestershire sauce
In a large bowl, beat cream cheese 

and milk until smooth. Add ketchup 
and mix until smooth. Beat in onion, 
garlic powder, mustard, pepper and 
Worcestershire until blended.  Re-
frigerate one hour or one day before 
serving.

Spinach and Mushroom 
Lasagna

This meatless meal will fill every-
one up. The many cheeses make for 
a hearty and a bit unusual lasagna. If 
you can’t find shitake mushrooms, 
you can substitute portabella mush-
rooms. I have mentioned before that 
I like to use Prego Traditional for my 
red sauce recipes. This will feed a lot 
of hungry people. Make a lettuce sal-
ad and serve garlic bread for a great 
dinner.

12 lasagna noodles (not the no boil 
kind)

3 T. extra-virgin olive oil
8 oz. shitake mushrooms, stems 

removed and caps  thickly sliced
8 oz. button or cremini mush-

rooms, thickly sliced
Frozen spinach (16 oz.) thawed, 

drained and squeezed dry (2 boxes 
will work)

2 cloves garlic, finely chopped
1 T. chopped fresh thyme
Black pepper
1 lb. ricotta cheese (about 2 C.)
¾ C. Parmesan cheese
1 egg, beaten
¼ C. chopped fresh parsley
4½ C. red sauce 
6 oz. shredded mozzarella cheese 

(about 2 C.)
6 oz. shredded Italian blend cheese 

(about 2 C.)
Preheat the oven to 400. Bring a 

large pot of salted water to a boil. 
Add the noodles, stirring to keep 
from sticking. Cook until pliable but 
al-dente, about six minutes. Drain 
and rinse under cold water. Separate 
the noodles with your fingers.  Set 
aside.

Heat a large skillet over medi-

um-high heat; add 2 T. olive oil. Scat-
ter the mushrooms and cook, undis-
turbed, until browned on the bottom, 
about one to two minutes. Stir and 
then continue to cook, stirring oc-
casionally, until the mushrooms are 
well browned and no liquid remains 
in the pan, about five more minutes. 
Add the remaining tablespoon of oil; 
stir in the spinach, garlic and thyme 
and cook until heated through, about 
one minute. Season with salt and 
pepper. Set aside to cool slightly, 
breaking up any clumps of spinach 
with a wooden spoon or fork.  

Mix the ricotta, ½ C. parmesan 
and the egg and parsley in a medi-
um bowl. Season with salt and pep-
per. To assemble, spread 1 cup of red 
sauce in a 9-by-13 baking dish that 
has been spread with cooking spray. 
Arrange eight noodles in the dish 
perpendicular to the long sides so 
that four noodles hang over one long 
side and four hang over the other 
long side.  The noodles should meet 
in the center of the dish.  You will use 
the overhanging noodles to create the 
top layer.

Spread half of the ricotta mixture 
over the noodles in an even layer. 

Top with half of the spinach mixture. 
Sprinkle with one-third each of the 
mozzarella and Italian blend. Spread 
1½ C. red sauce on top, then arrange 
the remaining four noodles parallel 
to a long side over the sauce. Press 
down slightly to compress the layers. 
Spread the remaining ricotta mixture 
over the noodles and top with remain-
ing spinach mixture.  Sprinkle with 
the remaining mozzarella and Italian 
blend and ¼ C. Parmesan. Cover the 
dish with foil, tenting it so it doesn’t 
touch the cheese. Place on a baking 
sheet. Bake until bubbly around the 
edges, about 30 minutes. Uncover 
and bake until browned and crusty 
on top, another 20 to 30 minutes.  Let 
rest 15 minutes before slicing.

Cheesy Spinach-Stuffed 
Chicken and Broccoli

For a quick weeknight meal, this 
dish has everything you need. Serve 
it with a salad and some warm dinner 
rolls and you have a great meal.

1 T. oil, divided
1 C. chopped fresh baby spinach
4 oz. cream cheese, softened

The not so skinny cook

See KITCHEN, Page 10



10 • Wednesday, March 24, 2021 - The Scoop Today/Shopper’s Guide

10

— PUBLIC NOTICE —
NOTICE - ACCEPTING MOWING BIDS
We are now accepting bids for mowing the 

Elizabeth Cemetery & Old Log Church.

Bids should be per mowing.
Deadline to submit bids is April 1, 2021.

Any questions call Jeff Spoerl - (815) 858-4045.
Submit bids to: Candis Albrecht,  

313 Orange St., Elizabeth, IL  61028
(Liability Insurance is required)

392052

ANNUAL TOWN  
MEETING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
To the legal residents of the 

Town of West Point in the 
County of Stephenson and State 
of Illinois, that the ANNU-
AL MEETING of said Town 
will take place on TUESDAY, 
APRIL 13, 2021 being the sec-
ond Tuesday of said month. The 
Town Meeting for the transac-
tion of miscellaneous business 
of said Town will be held at the 
hour of 6 o’clock P.M. on said 
day at West Point Township 
Building, 6890 N. Five Corners 
Rd., Lena, and a Moderator hav-
ing been elected, will proceed to 
hear and consider reports of of-
ficers, and decide on such mea-
sures as may, in pursuance of 
law, come before the meeting.

Dated at Lena, this 16th day of 
March, 2021.

BILL STATON
CLERK

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

March 24, 2021)
392347

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN
To the legal residents of the 

Town of Erin in the County of 
Stephenson and State of Illinois, 
that the ANNUAL MEETING 
of said Town will take place on
TUESDAY, APRIL 13, 2021.
being the second Tuesday of 

said month.
The Town meeting for the 

transaction of miscellaneous 
business of said Town will be 
held at the hour of 7:00 o’clock 
P.M. on said day at Erin Town-

ship Building, 2699 N. Unity 
Road, Lena and a Moderator 
having been elected, will pro-
ceed to hear and consider re-
ports of officers and decide on 
such measures as may, in pur-
suance of law, come before the 
meeting; and especially to con-
sider and decide the following: 
Agenda: 1. Elect a Moderator 
and administer oath of office; 
2. Approve minutes from 2020 
Annual Town Meeting; 3. Re-
port of Officers - Financial re-
ports and Statements; 4. Autho-
rize Transfer of Funds; 5. Open 
Forum; 6. Adjournment.

Dated at Eleroy, this 18 day of 
March, 2021.

Jean M. Amendt
Erin Town Clerk

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

March 24, 2021)
392446

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN
To the legal voters, residents 

of the Town of Apple River, in 
the county of JoDaviess and the 
State of Illinois, that the Annu-
al Town Meeting of said Town 
will take place on 
TUESDAY, APRIL 13th, 2021

at the hour of 7:30 p.m. at
the Apple River Township 

Building
for the transaction of the mis-
cellaneous business of the said  
Town; and after a moderator 
having been elected, will pro-
ceed to hear and consider re-
ports of officers, and decide on 
such measures as may, in pur-
suance of law, come before the  
meeting; and especially to con-

sider and decide the following:
Elect a Moderator
Annual Financial Reports
Transfer of Funds
Open Forum

Dated March 22nd, 2021
Valerie J. Stocks

Town Clerk
(Published in The Scoop Today

March 24, 2021)
391974

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN
To the legal voters and resi-

dents of the Township of Pleas-
ant Valley, in the County of Jo 
Daviess and the State of Illinois, 
that the Annual Town Meeting 
of said Town will take place on 
TUESDAY, APRIL 13, 2021
Being the second Tuesday 

of said month at the hour of 
7:00 p.m. at the Pleasant Val-
ley Township Building for the 
transaction of the miscellaneous 
business of said Township; and 
after a moderator having been 
elected, will proceed to hear 
and consider reports of officers, 
and decide on such measures as 
may, in pursuance of law, come 
before the meeting; and special-
ly to consider and decide the 
following:

AGENDA
Call to order

Election of Moderator
Minutes of 2019 Annual 

Meeting (2020 No Meeting)
Annual Financial Reports

Open forum 
Closing

Rena Eden,
Town Clerk

(Published in The Scoop Today
March 24, 2021)

392510

LEGAL NOTICES

½ C. shredded Parmesan cheese
¼ C. chopped fresh basil
1 clove garlic, grated
4 boneless skinless chicken 

breasts
2 t. salt, divided
1 t. pepper, divided
4 C. fresh broccoli florets
2 t. dried Italian seasoning
1 C. tomato-basil pasta sauce
1 C. shredded mozzarella cheese
Preheat oven to 400. Brush a large 

rimmed baking sheet with 1 T. oil. 
In a medium bowl, stir together 
spinach, cream cheese, Parmesan, 
basil and garlic. Using a small sharp 
knife, cut a horizontal slit in thick 
side of each chicken breast, cutting 
to within one-quarter inch of op-
posite side, to form a deep pocket. 
Sprinkle 1½ t. salt and ¼ t. pepper 
all over chicken. Stuff each pocket 
with ¼ C. spinach mixture.  Place on 
prepared pan. Bake for 10 minutes. 
Leave oven on.  

In another medium bowl, toss to-
gether broccoli, Italian seasoning, 
remaining 2 T. oil, remaining ½ t. salt 

and remaining pepper. Spread broc-
coli in a single layer around chicken. 
Bake for five minutes. Spoon pasta 
sauce onto chicken; sprinkle with 
mozzarella. Bake until broccoli is 
tender and an instant read thermom-
eter inserted in thickest portion of 
chicken registers 365; bake five to 
eight minutes more. Garnish with 
chopped fresh basil, if desired.

Black and White Irish Cream 
Cupcakes

I know that the celebration for 
Irish Day is over, but I have a deli-
cious and slightly complicated cup-
cake recipe that is absolutely divine. 
I had one of these cupcakes several 
years ago and keep forgetting to put 
the recipe in the column. My favor-
ite Irish cream liqueur is Bailey’s. 
It is great on the rocks, over ice 
cream and even in coffee. It makes 
great-tasting cupcakes and frosting. 
It says to put half of chocolate mix-
ture on one side of the muffin paper 
and the vanilla mixture on the other 
side of the muffin paper. Don’t wor-

ry about the fact that you can’t do it 
exactly; it will mix up like a marble 
cupcake.  

½ C. butter
4 egg whites
2 C. flour
1 t. baking powder
½ t. baking soda
½ t. salt
1 ¾ C. sugar
3 T. Irish cream liqueur
1 t. vanilla
1 ¼ C. buttermilk
3 oz. bittersweet chocolate, melt-

ed and cooled
1 recipe Irish Cream Ganache
1 recipe Irish Cream Icing
Allow butter and egg whites to 

stand at room temperature for 30 
minutes. Meanwhile, line 28 cup-
cake cups (2 ½  inch) with paper 
bake cups. In a medium bowl, stir to-
gether flour, baking powder, baking 
soda and salt. Preheat oven to 350. In 
a large mixing bowl, beat butter with 
an electric mixer on medium for 30 
seconds. Add sugar, liqueur and va-
nilla. Beat until combined, scraping 

• Kitchen   (Continued from page 9)
sides of bowl occasionally. Add egg 
whites, one at a time, beating well 
after each addition. Alternately add 
flour mixture and buttermilk to but-
ter mixture, beating on low after 
each addition just until combined.  

Transfer 2½ C. batter, about half, 
to a medium bowl; stir in melted 
chocolate. Fill each prepared muffin 
cup about 2/3 full, spooning choco-
late batter into one side of cup and 
white batter into other side of cup. 
Bake about 20 minutes or until tops 
spring back when lightly touched. 
Cool cupcakes in muffin cups on 
wire racks for five minutes. Remove 
cupcakes from muffin cups. Cool 
completely on wire racks.

Spread Irish Cream Ganache onto 
tops of cupcakes. Let stand at room 
temperature about one hour until 
ganache is set. Spread Irish Cream 
Icing onto centers of cupcakes.  Let 
stand until icing is set.

Irish Cream Ganache: In a small 
saucepan, bring ½ C. whipping 
cream just to boiling over medium 
high. Remove from heat. Add 6 oz. 
chopped bittersweet chocolate (do 
not stir). Let stand five minutes. 
Stir in 1 T. Irish cream liqueur until 
smooth.  Cool about 15 minutes or 
until slightly thickened.

Irish Cream Icing: In a small 
bowl, stir together 1 C. powdered 
sugar, 1 T. Irish cream liqueur, and ¼ 
t. vanilla until smooth. Add enough 
additional liqueur to reach spreading 
or drizzling consistency.

Mud Hen Bars
Forget about the name of these 

bars because mud is not good to eat 
and birds are sometimes not very 
nice. (In the South, there actually are 
birds called mud hens.) However, if 
you can get past the name, these bars 
are chewy and gooey with a brown 
sugar meringue on top. They are a 
great change from regular chocolate 
chip bars.

2/3 C. unsalted butter, softened
1 C. sugar
1 t. vanilla
1 egg
1½ C. flour
2 T. cornmeal
1 t. baking powder
½ t. salt
1 C. semisweet chocolate chips
1 C. chopped pecans
3 large egg whites, room tempera-

ture
1 C. firmly packed brown sugar
½ t. orange zest

Preheat oven to 350. Spray a 9-by-
13 cake pan with baking spray with 
flour.

In a large bowl, beat butter, sugar 
and vanilla with a mixer at medi-
um speed until fluffy, three to four 
minutes, stopping to scrape sides of 
bowl. Add egg, beating well. In a 
medium bowl, whisk together flour, 
cornmeal, baking powder and salt. 
With mixer on low speed, gradual-
ly add the flour mixture to the but-
ter mixture, beating until combined. 
Using floured hands, pat dough into 
bottom of prepared pan.  Bake for 
10 minutes. Sprinkle with chocolate 
chips and pecans. Leave oven on.

In a large bowl, using clean beat-
ers, beat egg whites with a mixer at 
medium speed just until stiff peaks 
form. Gently fold in brown sugar 
and orange zest. Spread over choc-
olate and pecans. Bake until deep 
golden brown, 15 to 17 minutes. Let 
cool completely in pan on a wire 
rack. Run a knife around edges of 
pan before cutting into bars.

Final thoughts
I get my second shot this week. 

I am hoping I will be one of those 
lucky ones who don’t have a reac-
tion. 

Volleyball and football have start-
ed. It is strange to go to volleyball 
games in the light; usually in the fall 
the days are getting shorter. I worked 
a game, and it is really different 
with just a small number of fans. 
The game takes longer because the 
balls have to be sanitized frequently. 
It was fun to watch the plays once 
again. I am not sure about anyone 
watching football besides parents. 
Several Le-Win games will be 
played at Freeport High School be-
cause they have artificial turf.  I am 
looking forward to seeing how this 
all plays out. 

I guess later in the spring when 
there are softball and baseball games 
and track meets, we will be on the 
regular cycle. I know people are 
anxious to get out and throw the 
masks away. I am comfortable wear-
ing my mask because it has become 
a part of my wardrobe. Stay healthy 
and keep safe.

If you have found any spring rec-
ipes or any Lenten recipes, contact 
us in person, by mail at From Lena’s 
Kitchens, Shopper’s Guide, 240 W. 
Main St., Lena, IL 61048 or email 
us at scoopshopper@rvpublishing.
com. 
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To place an ad
in our

Help Wanted
Section

Call (815) 369-4112

FIND BARGAINS IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

MerchandiseEmployment
Real Estate
For Sale/Rent Automobiles For Sale Plumbing Servicesemployment for sale rentals & real estate automotive services offered

 help wanted

 for rent

 for sale

 transportation

Apartments
LENA 2 BDRM-GROUND 
FLOOR appliances furnished, no 
smoking. $425/mo. 815-369-2827

Part Time Help 
Wanted

 real 
 estate
Other Real Estate

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real 
estate advertising in this newspa-
per is subject to the Fair Housing 
Act which makes it illegal to ad-
vertise any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, disability, fa-
miliar/ status or national origin, 
or an intention to make any such 
preference,  limitation or discrimi-
nation. Familial status includes 
children under the age of 18 living 
with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people se-
curing custody of children under 
18. This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation of 
the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings ad-
vertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimina-
tion call HUD toll-free at 1-900-
669-9777. The toll-free tele phone 
number for the hearing impaired 
is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL 
HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

Automobiles
1995 CABRIO: Convertible. New 
battery/brake lines/brain box. 110 
mlg. 847-477-6384 or 696-3289.

2006 SATURN ION 200K mi., 
very clean. $1,000 815-979-8794

2007 FORD 500 LIMITED 101K,  
Best offer. 262-989-4112

2007 FORD EXPEDITION 
165K, new cats, coil pack, plugs, 
tires,trailer brakes, 3rd row. Call 
or text 262-989-4112

2008 SATURN AURA 136,000 
mi., very clean. Gramma’s car. 
$5,500 262-857-2939

CORVETTE  COUPE 1989 Blk/
Blk, low miles, ga. kept. $7,500 
firm. 262-749-0356

Farm Machinery
47 FARMAL CUB, wheel 
weights, plow, cultivator & rear 
pulley. $2,500. 262-534-6287.

52 CASE DC, good metal, tires, 
Eagle hitch top link. $1,500. 262-
534-6287.

Trucks & Trailers
2000 F200 with Sno-Way down 
pressure plow. cap & bedliner 
66K, new tires, 1 owner. $4,000. 
262-249-6174.

2017 MERCEDES BENZ CAR-
GO VAN Excel., condition, Hi-
top, 2500 series, many extras. 
$29,500 OBO Call Rich 630-742-
4730

Part-time help 
wanted

15-20 hours/week
18 years and over

Must be willing to work evenings 
and weekends

Please call the Lena Library at 
815-369-3180 for more information.

298864

Monroe, WI ColonyBrands.com

MUST BE 
16 YEARS OLD

& Affiliates 

Equal Opportunity Employer 
M/F/D/V/H

800-487-9477

TEXT  to 97211
ColonyJobs

Monday - Friday

8am-4:30pm

ONGOING
SOCIAL DISTANCING
PRACTICES IN PLACE

ALL
SHIFTS

Now Conducting
PHONE INTERVIEWS!

or
VISIT

50

100

+

+
Immediate

Summ�
POSITIONS
AVAILABLE

Apply
Today!

392321

Lena-Winslow School District has immediate 
openings for Route Bus Drivers (AM, PM, or 

Both Shifts) for the 2020-2021 school year.  
Position is IMRF pension eligible.  If interested, 

please contact Duane Reed, Transportation 
Director, at 815-668-0805 or email him at 

reedd@le-win.net  Applications accepted until 
positions are filled.  Lena-Winslow CUSD #202 is 

an Equal Opportunity Employer.
387177

Employment Opportunity Stockton High School

Position: Head Girls’ Basketball Coach for the 2021-2022 season

Salary: Per collective bargaining agreement

Duties: Coordination and oversight of entire Stockton girls’ basketball 
program

Successful Candidate Qualifications: 
• Enthusiastic and energetic approach when working with 
student-athletes
• Emphasis on the teaching of fundamentals throughout all levels 
of the program
• Works successfully to develop individual players and utilize 
team strengths of each group of student-athletes
• Able to adjust planning and strategy to suit personnel on a 
season to season basis
• Ability to effectively make in-game adjustments
• Promote academics as a cornerstone of the basketball program 
• Works with coaches in other sports to promote participation in 
multi-sports
• Models sportsmanship
• Strives to reach the potential of each player and team

Application deadline: Friday, April 2, 2021
 

Application Process: Please send letter of interest and resume 
outlining coaching accomplishments and coaching philosophy to Mrs. 
Casey Downey, High School Principal, 540 N. Rush St., Stockton, IL 
61085 or email to casey.downey@stocktonschools.com

392062

Stockton Community Unit School 
District #206

Afternoon/Evening Custodian - Full Time

Stockton Community Unit School District #206 
currently has an immediate opening for a full-time 

afternoon/evening custodian during the school 
year and summer.  This is a 12-month position 
with benefits.  Starting pay is $12.00 per hour.  

Benefits include medical, dental, vision and IMRF 
retirement.  Career minded individuals who are 

detail-oriented and self-starters need only apply .

Please send a letter of interest and credentials to 
the Superintendent, James Bunting at Stockton 

School District, 540 N Rush St, Stockton, IL  
61085.  Applications accepted until position 
is filled.  Stockton CUSD #206 is an Equal 

Opportunity Employer.
391072

VILLAGE OF STOCKTON
VILLAGE CLERK

The Village of Stockton is accepting applications 
for a Village Clerk. A detailed job description and 
employment application may be picked up at the 

Village Hall, 155 W. Front Avenue, Stockton, IL 61085.

Submit resume with references to the Village of 
Stockton, PO Box 186, Stockton, IL 61085 by 

April 2, 2021.
392376

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This pub-
lication does not knowingly ac-
cept fraudulent or deceptive ad-
vertising. Readers are cautioned 
to thoroughly investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for money 
in advance.
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12 SWITCH

WINDOWS • SIDING • DOORS
GUTTER SYSTEMS

Lifetime Warranty • Professionally Trained Installers

Not only do we stand
behind our windows,
we stand on them!
Local Owner 
Scott Williamson

Call Today For Your
FREE ESTIMATE

815-395-1333
6010 Forest Hills Rd, 
Rockford, IL

www.windowworldrockford.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00 am-5:00 pm; Sat 9:00 am-Noon

390730

America’s Largest
Home Improvement

Company
• Locally Owned & Operated

• Professional & Insured Crews

• True Lifetime Warranties,
   Guaranteed Forever!

• Serving Northern Illinois
  for more than 15 years

Se Habla Espanol

0%

*SEE OUR WEBSITE OR A TEAM MEMBER FOR DETAILS

FINANCING
OPTIONS
AVAILABLE*

Lena Town
Garage Sales
May 7th & 8th

2021
Mark Your Calendar!!!

Registration form to come beginning 
March 31st

392003

Illinois to expand vaccine 
eligibility ahead of 
April 12 universal rollout
By Peter Hancock
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

The Illinois Department of Public 
Health announced March 19 that more 
groups of people will be eligible to re-
ceive COVID-19 vaccinations ahead 
of April 12 when everyone over age 
16 will become eligible.

Starting Monday, March 22, higher 
education staff, government workers 
and members of the media were eligi-
ble to receive shots.

On March 29, restaurant staff, con-
struction trade workers and religious 
leaders will become eligible.

“As more vaccine becomes avail-
able in the coming weeks and months, 
we will continue to make sure we 
are reaching people who are at great-
er risk of exposure to the virus or 
from suffering severe illness due 
to COVID-19,” IDPH Director Dr. 
Ngozi Ezike said in a news release.  
“While we will continue to prioritize 
individuals who are 65 years and old-
er, as well as health care workers and 
individuals with underlying medical 
conditions, we want to maintain our 
momentum going forward and contin-
ue to increase our march towards herd 
immunity.”

Vaccines first became available in 
Illinois on Dec. 15. At that time, only 
frontline health care workers and the 
staff and residents of long-term care 
facilities were eligible.

That list was expanded Jan. 25 to 
include all individuals over age 65 as 
well as frontline essential workers, in-
cluding first responders, K-12 teach-
ers and other public-facing industries. 
It was expanded again on Feb. 25 to 
include anyone age 16 and over with 
certain high-risk conditions or disabil-
ities.

As of late last week, according to 
IDPH, a little more than 4.5 million 

doses of vaccine had been adminis-
tered in Illinois, including 359,850 for 
long-term care facilities.

On March 18, 135,525 doses were 
administered. The seven-day rolling 
average for doses administered daily 
stood at 102,775.

During a news conference in Bel-
leville on March 19, Gov. JB Pritzker 
said a little more than 60 percent of 
seniors age 65 and over had received 
at least one vaccine dose. Under a plan 
announced earlier in the week, when 
that number reaches 70 percent, and as 
long as certain other metrics are met, 
the state will enter what he is calling 
a “bridge phase” to full reopening of 
the economy that will allow for larger 
capacity limits in public gatherings.

IDPH reported March 19 that 2,380 
new confirmed and probable cases of 
COVID-19 had been recorded over 
the previous 24 hours out of 92,161 
tests performed. The seven-day roll-
ing average positivity rate of new 
cases as a percent of total tests stood 
at 2.5 percent, up one tenth of a point 
from the day before.

As of March 18, 1,132 patients were 
reported hospitalized with COVID-19 
while 29 percent of the state’s hospi-
tal beds remained available. Of those, 
242 were being treated in intensive 
care units, while nearly 27 percent of 
the state’s ICU beds were available. 
There were 105 COVID-19 patients 
on ventilators.

IDPH also reported March 19 that 
12 additional residents had died of 
COVID-19 over the previous 24 
hours, bringing the statewide death 
total since the pandemic began to 
21,034 out of a total of just over 1.2 
million cases of the disease.

 Capitol News Illinois is a nonprof-
it, nonpartisan news service covering 
state government.

interests. Things have definitely 
gotten off on the wrong track in 
Illinois. If we want to succeed in 
changing that, we must lead with 
strong ideas and work to build 
consensus around those ideas.

Reimagine Illinois consists of 
four components, each of which 
includes a list of introduced bills to 
reflect those initiatives: ending the 
culture of corruption, responsible 
fiscal leadership, growing jobs 
and opportunities for our families 
and ensuring public safety. Those 
interested in learning more about the 

platform, the legislation included and 
ways to get involved, can visit the 
website reimagineillinois.com.

While I am a person who believes 
voting down bad ideas is as important 
for legislators as supporting good 
ideas, for too long progressives have 
been permitted to get away with 
the lie that Republicans are only 
opponents and not proponents. The 
legislation proposed in the Reimagine 
Illinois platform includes a statement 
of values through legislation. We 
believe those values encompass the 
ideals of a broad swath of Illinois 

citizens.
These proposals are realistic 

and common-sense policies that 
reimagine Illinois as a destination 
to live, work and play. I call on my 
Democrat counterparts to sincerely 
consider the platform we are 
proposing as a path forward toward 
restoring trust with taxpayers who 
are, frankly, sick and tired of being 
sick and tired in Illinois.

State Rep. Andrew Chesney, 
R-Freeport, represents the 89th 
District, which includes all of Jo 
Daviess and Stephenson counties.

• Platform   (Continued from page 4)
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