
SUBMITTED PHOTO The Scoop Today

American Legion honors veteran’s 
75 years of membership
 The Stockton American Legion recently honored longtime member Mason 
Beard for 75 continuous years in the post. Members traveled to Monroe, Wis-
consin, to be with Mason and Joyce Beard and family for the occasion. Beard, 
who is 95, is a World War II veteran. He joined the Navy in 1944 and the Legion 
in 1946. Seated in the front from left are Joyce Beard, Mason Beard and Fred 
Mehl. In the back row from left are Shannon Beard, Chuck Wolbers, Jim Vaupel, 
Bill Signer, Randy Mellen, Jerry Hayes and Commander Bob Heuerman.
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Stockton struggles to 
get back in win column 
Blackhawks face East Dubuque this week

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

The Stockton Blackhawks 
varsity football team suffered 
its third loss of the alternate 
spring season on Saturday, 
April 10.

The big play got the best of 
the Stockton defense in the first 
half, as Galena put up 14 points 

on plays of 51 and 71 yards in 
the half.  The explosive offense 
allowed the Pirates to establish 
a gap on the scoreboard that 
Stockton head coach Matt Leit-
zen’s offense would not be able 
to make up for.  

 The Blackhawks were able 
to slightly close the gap just 
before the half ended when 

senior captain Jason Hermann 
plunged into the end zone from 
five yards out with under a 
minute on the clock.  Stockton 
failed on the two-point con-
version and found themselves 
trailing 14-6 as they went into 
the halftime break.  

Vaccine eligibility and supply 
expand as cases rise in state
By Tim Kirsininkas
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Gov. JB Pritzker reiterat-
ed recently that all Illinois 
residents age 16 and older 
became eligible to receive a 
COVID-19 vaccine beginning 
April 12, as vaccine supply 
— but also virus transmission 
rates and hospitalizations — 
continues to increase.

More than 80 of the state’s 
102 counties had already 
opened eligibility to individu-
als age 16 and over in advance 
of the April 12 eligibility ex-
pansion date.

The decision to move to 
universal adult eligibility 
at each of the state’s more 
than 1,000 vaccination sites 
outside the city of Chicago 
comes as a result of increased 
availability of vaccine doses, 
Pritzker said. The governor 
first announced the April 12 

goal on March 18. 
“We have everything we 

need to get to the other side 
of this crisis as vaccine ship-
ments increase and more 
Americans are ready to be 
vaccinated,” Pritzker said 
during an April 8 news con-
ference. “Our fight to stay 
safe and protect ourselves 
isn’t over, but with each day 
and each dose, we move clos-
er and closer to putting this 
pandemic to an end.”

The city of Chicago, which 
receives a separate vaccine 
supply from the state, has said 
it will expand eligibility to all 
on April 19, according to the 
Chicago Sun-Times and oth-
er media outlets, but Chicago 
residents may make appoint-
ments at any site that is ac-
cepting Illinoisans regardless 
of address —including sev-
eral sites in suburban Cook 

County. 
To date, 73 percent of Illi-

nois seniors and 42 percent of 
Illinoisans 16 and over have 
received at least one dose of 
a COVID-19 vaccine, and 
over 2.5 million, or 20 per-
cent of Illinois residents, had 
been fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19 as of April 7. 

The state has administered 
over 6.7 million doses of 
COVID-19 vaccine thus far 
and set a single-day record for 
vaccines administered with 
154,201 doses on April 7.

But virus transmission rates 
also continued to increase late 
last week as the vast majority 
of Illinoisans are short of full 
vaccination. 

On April 8, public health 
officials reported an addi-
tional 3,739 new cases of  

Investigation continues into Lena incident 
in which armed suspect was shot

Few official details were be-
ing released by press time about 
an April 9 incident in Lena that 
ended in a suspect being shot 
by police.

According to a news release 
from the Stephenson Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department, they 
received a call from Citizens 
State Bank at about 9:14 a.m. 
April 9 that a subject had en-
tered the bank with a gun. The 
subject, a white man, left the 
bank and was near a vehicle 
when an officer arrived. At that 
point, the suspect fired a round 
into the air.

More officers arrived on the 
scene, including a negotiator 
from the sheriff’s office, the 
news release said. The suspect 

continued to hold a gun in his 
hand. 

“The subject raised the fire-
arm in the direction of the offi-
cers, at which time the officers 
fired at the subject,” the release 
said.

The suspect was transported 
to FHN Hospital in Freeport for 
gunshot wounds.

Attempts to learn the identity 
of the suspect and other details 
about the incident were unsuc-
cessful, as the sheriff’s office 
said updates would come from 
the Illinois State Police Divi-
sion of Criminal Investigations 
Zone 2 and the state police DCI 
Zone referred questions back to 
the sheriff’s office.

 “State law requires an agen-

cy other than our own must 
investigate an officer-involved 
shooting,” the sheriff’s office 
news release said.

Several agencies assisted at 
the scene: Lena Police Depart-
ment, Carroll County Sheriff’s 
Office, Freeport Police Depart-
ment, Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources Police, Ca-
nadian National Railroad Po-
lice Department, Stockton Po-
lice Department, FBI Rockford 
office, Leamon’s Ambulance, 
Mercy Health, Lena Public 
Works Department, Illinois 
State Police District 16, Illi-
nois State Police Crime Scene 
Services and the Illinois State 
Police Division of Criminal In-
vestigations Zone 2.

See STOCKTON, Page 8

See VACCINE, Page 9



Page 2        THE SCOOP TODAY / SHOPPER’S GUIDE        Wednesday, April 14, 2021

MOWERY AUTO PARTS

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks

392194

EVANGELICAL FREE 
CHURCH OF LENA
720 N. Freedom Street

Lena, IL • 815-369-5591
Dr. Jim Erb, Senior Pastor

Rev. Scott Wilson
Assoc. Pastor of Youth

Sunday Worship 
8:30 a.m & 10:30 a.m.

Awana
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

Listen to pastor’s weekly sermon 
at www.lenafreechurch.org

392198

39
37

99

• Machinery Loans
• Livestock Loans
• Lines of Credit
• Farm Improvement Loans
• Real Estate Loans
• Financial Planning
• Leasing

Member FDIC

A Heritage of Serving
Local Agriculture

Since 1882
www.stillmanbank.com

Nature foundation puts 
out call for student essays

The Eagle Nature Founda-
tion in Apple River is spon-
soring a bald eagle essay 
contest as part of its 60th An-
niversary Celebration, which 
will be in September.  

The contest will consist of 
two divisions — a senior high 
school division and a junior 
high school division. The 
winners in each division will 
receive $100 for first place, 
$50 for second place, $25 for 
third place and $10 for fourth 
place. The school with the 
first-place winner in each di-

vision will receive a trophy 
and a check for $50.

The contest is open to all 
students.

The essays must be 500 
words or less and titled “What 
the Bald Eagle Means to Me.” 
The essays must be post-
marked before Aug. 20. Each 
school may only send in four 
entries, so each school will 
be responsible for prejudging 
their essays.

For the final judging, the 
student writers must read their 
essays at 11 a.m. Sept. 11 
during the 60th anniversary 
celebration. An independent 
panel of judges will deliberate 

and choose the placements of 
the entries in each division. 

“Eagle Nature Foundation 
is making this announcement 
now, so teachers can get their 
students’ essays written this 
spring before summer vaca-
tion,” according to a news re-
lease from the foundation.

Rules and entry forms can 
be received by writing Eagle 
Nature Foundation, 300 E. 
Hickory St., Apple River, IL 
61001 or calling 815-594-
2306.

For more information, 
contact Terrence N. Ingram, 
foundation executive director, 
at 815-594-2306.

If grief itself weren’t 
bad enough, she often is 
accompanied by another 
formidable beast. I’ve 
encountered him lately, and 
his name is guilt.

Before I go any further, 
please suppress your instinct 
to tell me I shouldn’t feel 
any guilt because I loved 
fully, madly and deeply and 
went above and beyond to do 
whatever I could to help my 
husband. 

I did. I know that. In my 
heart I know that 100 percent. 
And he knows it, too. To his 
core. I believe that fully.

But hear me out: Guilt 
is real. Survivor’s guilt, 
caretaker’s guilt — both real. 

Because what if it’s true?
When you are the sole 

person responsible for a 
loved one who is hospitalized 
(Thanks, again, COVID) you 
have to make decisions. Big 
decisions. Big, important 
medical decisions that you 
are, quite frankly, incapable 
and unqualified to make. And 
you aren’t given much time. 
You don’t have two weeks to 
ponder a decision, it’s often 
made during a phone call or 
within less than a minute as 
a doctor lays out the scenario 
as best he or she can and 
leaves you with the end 
game. 

I made decisions I never 
should have had to make. 
I encountered choices that 
never should have been thrust 

upon me. 
But they were. 
And, honestly, from the 

deepest recesses of my heart, 
I did my best. 

I performed caregiving 
tasks I never thought possible. 
I learned medical procedures 
I never thought I’d ever need 
in my wheelhouse. I watched 
someone slowly grow weaker 
and weaker and there was, 
seemingly, nothing I could 
do. 

But now I look back 
and wonder if there was 
something that I could have 
done or said. 

Could I have asked more 
questions? Did I ask the right 
questions?  

I advocated strong and 
hard — beyond my normal 
abilities, really, but could I 
have advocated more? 

When I was finally 
allowed, I visited every day 
for hours on end. Was there 
more I should have been 
doing during that time? Why 
couldn’t I save him?

The guilt is real, people.
I wrote a column a few 

weeks back about what 
to say to a person who is 

grieving. I left out one piece 
of advice: Don’t negate their 
feelings. Don’t tell them 
they should feel one way or 
another because they do feel 
that way and their feelings 
are real and deep and worth 
acknowledging. 

Guilt is often one of those 
feelings. We feel guilty for 
what we did or didn’t do —
even if we have no idea what 
that might be. We feel guilty 
for not saying something, 
or saying too much. We 
feel guilty for not fully 
appreciating the beautiful life 
we had. We feel guilty for 
conversations we might have 
had or could have had. We 
feel guilty for being the one 
who survived. We feel guilty 
for everything and nothing 
and so much more. 

I’m not saying it’s right 
or correct to feel this way. 
Nothing about grief is right 
or correct. 

It just is. And it is real. 
Please understand that. And 
please allow anyone you love 
who is grieving this grace. 

Thanks in advance. I know 
you only want to help. And 
you are.

Jill Pertler is an award-
winning syndicated 
columnist, published 
playwright, author and 
member of the National 
Society of Newspaper 
Columnists. Don’t miss a 
slice; follow the Slices of Life 
page on Facebook.

Zoom event examines 
climate impacts on agriculture

Highland Community Col-
lege’s 2021 Boyer Colloqui-
um, ‘‘Water, Water Every-
where: Farming and Local 
Community Resilience in the 
Face of Climate Challeng-
es,” is scheduled for 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 20, on Zoom.

The program is free and 
open to the public.

The college will host 
speakers Margaret Krome 
and Eric Booth to present on 
the impacts of climate on ag-
riculture and local commu-
nities. The discussion will 
review the impact of climate 
challenges on farmers and 
the broader society to look 
at possible solutions such as 
soil health practices, regen-
erative agriculture and agri-
cultural policy.

“We are looking forward 
to bringing Krome and Booth 
to our students and com-
munity in a virtual format,” 

Monica Pierce, agriculture 
instructor, said in a news 
release. “Both of these indi-
viduals are extremely knowl-
edgeable and have worked 
with agricultural communi-
ties in southern Wisconsin 
and northern Illinois to im-
prove agricultural practices 
and policy.

“They understand climate 
and agriculture from mul-
tiple perspectives and as-
sist farmers and community 
members in making a change 
that is sensible, practical and 
sustainable.”

Krome is the policy pro-
gram director for Michael 
Fields Agricultural Institute 
in East Troy, Wisconsin. She 
develops programs and pol-
icies that support an ethical 
and responsible agricultural 
system, the release said.

Booth is an assistant re-
search scientist for hydro-

ecology at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison. He 
studies the interactions be-
tween water, land, climate 
and humans.

The Boyer Colloquium, 
an annual event sponsored 
by the late Dr. M.E. Boyer, 
was created in 1994 to help 
students and communities 
understand the importance 
of the inter-relationships be-
tween ethics, economics and 
ecology.

“The Boyer Colloquium 
Committee believes that if 
communities comprehend is-
sues, the history of previous 
decisions, and ramifications 
of prior actions, they will 
be better positioned to make 
informed decisions,” accord-
ing to the release.

For more information 
about the event, go online to 
highland.edu for the Zoom 
link or call 815-599-3718.

By
JILL 
PERTLER
Columnist

Slices of life

Guilt adds to weight of grief
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Conservation group 
hosts frog walk

Fantastic Frogs & Friends, a frog walk along the 
Galena River Trail in downtown Galena, will be held 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. Friday, April 16.

The event, hosted by the Jo Daviess Conservation 
Foundation, will begin with a short introduction on the 
east side of the Meeker Street footbridge.

“Small groups will then head to three different 
stations to learn interesting facts about frogs and toads,” 
according to a news release from the foundation.

The frog walk is a catch-and-release event, the 
release said.

The event is limited to 30 people and registration 
and a fee are required by going online to www.jdcf.org/
event/frogwalk.

 The Jo Daviess Conservation Foundation is a local, 
member-supported nonprofit with a mission to preserve 
land for the lasting well-being of people and wildlife.

JDCF owns several preserves that are open to the 
public for hiking, wildlife viewing and picnicking. For 
more information, go online to www.jdcf.org.
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 Online registration is open now for the April 16 
Fantastic Frogs & Friends event in Galena. Go on-
line to the Jo Daviess Conservation Foundation 
website at jdcf.org/event/frogwalk.

Bird count set for May 8 near Apple River
Members of the public 

are invited to join Terrence 
Ingram of the Eagle Nature 
Foundation for his fifth annu-
al Spring Big Bird Day.

Ingram will be counting 
birds from dawn to dusk on 

Saturday, May 8, in an area 
south of Apple River. 

“He (Ingram) started this 
annual bird count in 2016 to 
document the loss of birds to 
the agricultural sprays and the 
devastation that these sprays 

have been causing to our bird 
life in the area,” according to 
a news release.

Ingram is seeking pledges 
from people for how many 
bird species he can identi-
fy during the count day. The 

pledges will be used to help 
support the Eagle Nature 
Foundation’s efforts to help 
save bald eagles, the news re-
lease said.

To join the count, call In-
gram at 815-594-2592.

Don’t let dental anxiety keep 
you from needed treatment
By Stephen Petras
CONTRIBUTOR

People are not automati-
cally afraid of the dentist but 
can develop dental anxiety for 
a number of reasons. Their 
fears can range from simple 
anxiety to phobia.

Patients who develop se-
vere dental phobia will avoid 
the dentist at all costs. In fact, 
they will only enter a dental 
office when their pain super-
sedes their fear. This level of 
fear means that they suffer not 
only physical pain from den-
tal disease, but also psycho-
logical pain. 

It is critically important 
to both your oral and overall 
health that you feel safe and 
comfortable in the dental of-
fice. There are many ways 
that your dentist can success-
fully address anxiety, so do 
not hesitate to report any fears 
or anxieties. 

Sometimes the seeds of 
dental fear are planted in 
childhood. When parents or 
grandparents are afraid of the 
dentist, children will pick up 
on this.

A parent may also say 
something like, “We’re going 
to the dentist today. If you 
don’t cry, I will give you a 
treat.” The first thing the child 

thinks is, “What’s a dentist 
and what is he going to do to 
make me want to cry?” 

Maybe you were never 
taken to the dentist for pre-
ventative care as a child, so 
your first introduction to the 
dental office happened when 
you were in pain from decay 
or an accident. These initial 
fears of the unknown, feelings 
of helplessness or not being in 
control can all lead to dental 
anxiety.

For people who fear loss 
of control, your dentist might 
suggest a signal that you can 
use with the dental team to 
let them know you are feeling 
overwhelmed or need a break. 
Just knowing they can control 
the situation often helps peo-
ple to relax. Some people feel 
more in control if the dentist 
talks them through the pro-
cedure, so they know what’s 
going on.

Some patients feel best 
when they are distracted. 
Wearing headphones and 
listening to an audio book, 
podcast or their favorite mu-
sic helps them to relax. Some 
distract themselves by con-
centrating on relaxing their 
muscles in one body part 
at a time from head to toes. 
Some benefit from squeezing 

a stress ball or playing with a 
fidget spinner. 

If your first dental experi-
ence occurred when you were 
in pain, your anxiety may 
be rooted in fear of pain. As 
sensitivity to pain rises when 
you tense up, it is important to 
discuss this with your dentist. 
Tension also can exacerbate a 
sensitive gag reflex. You may 
be able to utilize any of the 
above interventions to help 
you relax. You also might 
benefit from deep breathing 
and meditation exercises. 

Try not to schedule your 
dental appointments on days 
that you know you are going 
to be stressed, such as right 
before a big work presentation 
or deadline. Avoid caffeine or 
anything else that can add to 
your tension. Often our fear 
of pain leads to a self-fulfill-
ing prophecy; only the pain is 
not from the dentist, but from 
avoiding the dentist.

Keep in mind that advanced 
technologies allow many pre-
viously painful procedures 
to be performed painlessly. 
Having a positive dental ex-
perience can assist you in re-
leasing some long-held fears.    

Some people mistakenly 
believe that all dental visits 
involve the use of a needle. 

Your anxiety may be sparked 
by fear of injections or even 
just the sight of a needle. Pre-
ventative dental care does not 
involve injections. While an 
injection may be needed to 
provide anesthesia for treat-
ment, modern dental needles 
are extremely thin, and an an-
esthetic gel will numb the site 
prior to the injection. If just 
the sight of a needle triggers 
your anxiety, your dentist can 
keep that out of your view un-
til you are peacefully reclined, 
with your eyes closed and us-
ing headphones or listening to 
the television in the operatory 
to distract you. 

Many patients fear judg-
ment because they have ram-
pant dental disease. They 
might also be embarrassed. 
Your dental team’s primary 
focus is to give you whatev-
er support you need to regain 
your oral and overall health. 

By making that appoint-
ment and showing up, you 
have accomplished that first 
critical step. They will work 
with you to identify, address 
and minimize your fears be-
fore and during each dental 
appointment.  

Dr. Stephen Petras is an Il-
linois-licensed general dentist 
at the Stockton Dental Center.

Officials offer tips to make moves toward better health
FHN President and CEO 

Mark Gridley, talks with a 
panel of FHN experts about 
improving one’s health as the 
area welcomes spring weather 
in the latest FHN COVID-19 
update video, available online 
at www.fhn.org/coronavirus.

Despite an uptick in 
COVID-19 activity in the area, 
Gridley reports that FHN’s 
vaccination efforts are going 
well.

“The process is very effi-
cient, and our vaccine supply 

is becoming more consistent,” 
Gridley said. “And as of now, 
anyone over the age of 16 is 
encouraged to get on our vac-
cine waiting list at www.fhn.
org.”

FHN Family Medicine phy-
sician Danny Isawi encour-
ages people to work toward a 
healthier lifestyle, as the long-
term effects of not eating well 
and being sedentary include 
diabetes, high blood pressure 
and heart disease.

“Being outdoors is one of 

the safest places you can be, 
in terms of the spread of the 
virus, and being outside has 
a great impact on your mood 
and energy levels, as well,” 
Isawi said. “Choose activities 
you enjoy, and find small areas 
in your diet to improve, like 
cutting out junk food. I also 
highly recommend that ev-
eryone get vaccinated against 
COVID-19, continue wearing 
a mask, and stay optimistic. 
Together, we can have an ex-
cellent 2021.”

Increasing one’s activity 
level comes down to including 
intentional movement in day-
to-day life, said FHN athletic 
trainer Jennifer Thompson

“You don’t need a gym 
membership, and you don’t 
have to run a 5K every week-
end. Just increase your move-
ment — do some exercise 
during TV commercials, take 
time to stretch between meet-
ings, move around while food  

A roundup of high school 
sports scores and notes re-
ceived by The Scoop Today/
Shopper’s Guide. All scores 
are for varsity matches and 
games unless noted.

Football
• April 3, Galena 14, Oran-

geville 8
• April 3, Eastland/Pearl City 

44, West Carroll 0
• April 9, Milledgeville 22, 

Eastland/Pearl City 12
• April 10, Galena 14, Stock-

ton 6

Girls volleyball
• April 5, Orangeville defeat-

ed AFC, 25-21 and 25-14
For Orangeville, Tori Plow-

man had five kills and eight 
digs. Whitney Sullivan had 
four blocks and six kills and 
Ella Doyle had four kills.

• April 5, Le-Win defeated 
East Dubuque, 25-21 and 25-
16

Kassidy Humphrey had eight 
kills for Le-Win. Gina DeVoe 
had two aces and 10 digs.

• April 6, Le-Win defeated 
Warren, 25-12 and 25-17

For Le-Win, Kassidy Hum-
phrey and Grace Groezinger 

each had five kills, Zoe Bardell 
had two aces and Kaidynce 
Lynch had eight digs.

Claire Riedl had three kills 
for Warren.

• April 6, Le-Win junior 
varsity defeated Warren junior 
varsity, 25-9 and 25-15

• April 8, Orangeville defeat-
ed Pecatonica, 25-14, 17-25 
and 25-16

Highlights for Orangeville 
included: Tori Plowman, nine 
kills and 12 digs; Sam Mock, 
seven kills and six blocks; 
McKayla Riemer, five kills, 
two aces and 13 assists; Whit-
ney Sullivan, four kills and four 
blocks; Kylie Wirth, two kills, 
two aces and eight digs; Emi-
ly Hazzard, one kill and two 
blocks; Ella Doyle, one kill, 17 
assists and 10 digs; Camree Pe-
likan, one ace and 18 digs.

• April 8, Le-Win defeated 
Warren, 25-16 and 25-14

For Le-Win, Kalli Hum-
phrey had seven kills, Kassidy 
Humphrey had two aces and 
Kaidynce Lynch had six digs.

• April 8, Lena defeated 
Warren, 25-16 and 25-14

For Warren, Claire Riedl had 
three kills and Sydni Sigafus 
had three digs.

High school 
sports roundup

See TIPS, Page 4
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DONNA M. PHILLIPS
Donna M. Phillips, 91, of 

Freeport, Illinois, formerly of 
Lena, Illinois, passed away on 
Tuesday, April 7, 2021, at Man-
or Court in Freeport. She was 
born at home on Jan. 2, 1930, 
to Harry and Ethel (Richard) 
Schoney in Lena. She graduat-
ed from Lena High School in 
1948. On Sept. 22, 1951, Donna 
married Marvin Phillips at the 
Lena Church of the Brethren.

Donna worked at Dr. Thomp-
son’s office in Lena, at Yeager 
Insurance Agency for 20-plus 
years and at Economy Fire and 
Casualty Insurance in Freeport 
for 14 years. She was a part of 
the Lena Women’s Club, Home 
Extension, Lena Church of the 
Brethren and the Zion Church 
in Freeport.

She is survived by her 
son, Jon (Cindy) Phillips of 
Freeport; two grandchildren, 
Shawn (Jenna) Phillips of Lan-
caster, Wisconsin, and Linsey 
Phillips of Freeport; two 
great-grandchildren, Landon 
and Hattie; sisters-in-law, 

L a V o n n e 
(Eddie) El-
liott of Ore-
gon, Illinois, 
Marty (Pete) 
Gioppo of 
R o c k f o r d , 
Illinois, and 
many special 

nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death 

by her parents; husband, 
Marvin, of 67 years, on May 
31, 2019; brother, Earl (Do-
ris) Schoney; sister, Margery 
(Leonard) Stabenow; twin 
brothers in infancy; and sis-
ters-in-law, Norma (Earl) 
Winter and Vivian Ashley; 
and nephew, Richard Schoney.

A visitation and funeral ser-
vice were held Monday, April 
12, at the Zion Church in Free-
port with interment at Lena 
Burial Park. The Rev. Steve 
Rios officiated.

A memorial has been estab-
lished in her memory.

Condolences may be sent to 
the family at www.leamonfh.
com.
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with over 40 years service to our community

• Palmer Graduates • Digital X-Ray
• BCBS Provider • Electronic Insurance Billing
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Clinic, Ltd.

Dr. Jim Liles & Dr. Jared Liles
238 W. Main St. • Lena

815-369-4974
M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Saturday by Appointment.
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LOIS A. NIESMAN
Lois A. Niesman, 85, of 

Stockton, Illinois, formerly 
of Lena, Illinois, passed away 
peacefully on Tuesday, April 6, 
2021, less than a week after her 
loving husband Alvin, at FHN 
Memorial Hospital. She was 
born in Savanna, Illinois, on July 
17, 1935, to Howard and Alice 
(Blair) Ditsworth. She married 
Alvin Niesman on July 25, 1952. 

Lois worked as a nurse’s as-
sistant at the Lena Living Cen-
ter. She enjoyed gambling and 
gardening with Alvin. Her and 
Alvin enjoyed going to the Slurp 
n Burp for a meal and gambling. 

She is survived by two daugh-
ters, Marcie (Gary) Hartwig 
and Kathie (Mike) Roling; nine 
grandchildren; 18 great-grand-
children; one brother and one 
sister; and numerous nieces, 
nephews and cousins.

She is preceded in death by 
her husband, Alvin; her par-

ents; infant 
son, Greg; 
and daughter, 
Peggy.

The funeral 
service will 
be at noon on 
Friday, April 
16, 2021, at 

the Leamon Funeral Home in 
Lena.

Visitation will be held from 
10 a.m. until the time of service 
on Friday, April 16, at Leamon 
Funeral Home.

The Rev. Jonathan Singleton 
will be officiating the service.

Burial will take place at Chap-
el Hill Memorial Gardens in 
Freeport.

Cremation rites have been ac-
corded.

A memorial has been estab-
lished in her memory.

Condolences may be sent to 
the family at www.leamonfh.
com.

Obituaries

Lawmaker seeks to bring early childhood 
bachelor’s programs to community colleges
By Grace Barbic
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

A bill that would allow 
community colleges to grant 
bachelor’s degrees for early 
childhood education is await-
ing consideration before the 
Senate Higher Education 
Committee. 

Senate Bill 1832, spon-
sored by Sen. Cristina Paci-
one-Zayas, D-Chicago, would 
give Illinois community col-
leges the option to apply for 
accreditation to offer a bacca-
laureate-level early education 
program. 

Illinois Action for Children 
held a news conference April 
7 with other advocates to dis-
cuss the bill. SB 1832 also 
addresses an issue of equity, 

Pacione-Zayas said, consid-
ering a majority of child care 
workers are women, women 
of color and immigrant refu-
gees. 

“They have very little pay, 
anywhere between $10 to 
$13 an hour, with very little 
benefits,” Pacione-Zayas said 
at the news conference. “So 
much so that 46 percent of 
them are eligible for public 
assistance.” 

The proposal would help 
those in early childhood edu-
cation meet their educational 
goals in an affordable and ac-
cessible way Pacione-Zayas 
said, setting them on a path-
way to economic stability 
while supporting the develop-
ment of young children in the 

state. 
The state is facing a short-

age of qualified early child-
hood educators, and Paci-
one-Zayas noted that about 
2,200 classrooms in the state 
are seeing vacancies. She 
also said that Illinois current-
ly produces only about 342 
bachelor’s degrees in child 
development. 

“The gap is gaping,” Pa-
cione-Zayas said. “We need 
a workforce that can support 
the current system ... support 
the future in the upscaling of 
the incumbent workforce. We 
have 28,000 individuals that 
stand to benefit, to be able to 
close the gap.” 

If the legislation is ap-
proved, it would allow the 

Higher Learning Commis-
sion to grant community col-
leges that apply the ability to 
award bachelor’s degrees of 
applied science in early child-
hood education as well as a 
professional educator license 
with endorsements in early 
childhood education and early 
childhood special education. 

April Janney, CEO and 
president of Illinois Action for 
Children, has spent time ana-
lyzing data from the 23 other 
states that offer community 
college bachelor programs in 
a number of different fields. 

“There’s no silver bullet,” 
Janney said at the news con-
ference. “But the data shows  

ALVIN A. NIESMAN
Alvin A.  Niesman, 87, of 

Stockton, Illinois, formerly of 
Lena, Illinois, passed away with 
his wife by his side on Wednes-
day, March 31, 2021, at FHN 
Memorial Hospital in Freeport, 
Illinois. He was born in McCo-
nnell, Illinois, on Aug. 16, 1933, 
to Alfred and Ruth (Phillips) 
Niesman. He married Lois Dits-
worth on July 25, 1952.

Alvin owned and operated 
his own construction compa-
ny and sold Berg barn cleaners 
for many years. In his younger 
years he helped at Leamon’s 
Furniture Store, installing carpet 
and appliances and helping out 
with numerous other projects. 

Alvin was 
a member of 
the Lena Li-
ons Club for 
over 50 years. 
He enjoyed 
helping with 
the Fall Fes-
tival, partici-

pating in fundraisers and driving 
in area parades for the organiza-
tion. Alvin was very social and 
outgoing but most of all he had 
a big heart and was a giver to 
all. He checked with loved ones 
and friends often to make sure 
everyone had what they needed. 
He enjoyed spending time with 
his family. He had an annual 
turtle fry that his family looked 

forward to all year long. 
Alvin enjoyed many activi-

ties such as vegetable garden-
ing, fishing, hunting, camping, 
searching for morels, playing 
euchre and bingo and gambling 
at The Q in Dubuque, Iowa. He 
loved going to Friday fish fries, 
especially at the Slurp n Burp.  

He is survived by his wife 
of 68 years, Lois; two daugh-
ters, Marcie (Gary) Hartwig 
and Kathie (Mike) Roling; nine 
grandchildren; 18 great-grand-
children; a brother and sister-
in-law; and numerous nieces, 
nephews and cousins.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents; infant son, Greg; 
and daughter, Peggy.

The funeral service will be at 
noon on Friday, April 16, 2021, 
at the Leamon Funeral Home in 
Lena.

Visitation will be held from 
10 a.m. until time of service on 
Friday, April 16, at the Leamon 
Funeral Home.

The Rev. Jonathan Singleton 
will be officiating the service.

Burial will take place at 
Chapel Hill Memorial Gardens 
in Freeport.

Cremation rites have been 
accorded.

A memorial has been estab-
lished in his memory.

Condolences may be sent to 
the family at www.leamonfh.
com.

• Tips   (Continued from page 3)

is warming up in the micro-
wave.”

Take it slow at first, she cau-
tions: “We let our cars warm up 
on a cold winter day, and we 
owe our bodies the same thing. 
You may feel like you don’t 
have the time to do ‘enough’ 
exercise, but remember, the 
ultimate goal is to just get mov-
ing. Something is better than 
nothing.”

Thompson shared her favor-

ite advice for people looking 
to increase their activity. “Six 
words: Make it fun. Keep it fun. 
If you enjoy doing it, you’ll 
keep doing it.”

FHN/Aramark registered 
dietitian and nutritionist Ryan 
Kerr said the USDA’s MyPlate 
is a great example of a well-bal-
anced meal.

“Aim for half of your plate to 
be fruits and vegetables, a quar-
ter whole grains, and a quarter 

lean protein,” Kerr said. “Add 
low-fat dairy, and you have a 
healthy plate.”

He shares some ideas for in-
creasing one’s intake of fruits 
and vegetables, including using 
a new fruit or vegetable in mul-
tiple meals each week, buying 
produce from local farmers 
markets, trying different cui-
sines and shopping around the 
perimeter of the grocery store.

Make sure healthy snacks are 

available, by having fruits and 
vegetables prepped and ready, 
Kerr suggested.

“My favorite snacks are 
pistachios and grapes, and in 
the summer, you can pop the 
grapes in the freezer so they’re 
like a Popsicle.”

 View the full video online at 
www.fhn.org/coronavirus. Past 
update videos and COVID-19 
related information can be 
found there, as well.

See PROGRAMS, Page 5
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Dreaming Up the
Ideal Retirement
Is Your Job. 
Helping You Get 
There Is Ours.

To learn more about why 
Edward Jones makes sense 
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office today.
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SATURDAY, APRIL 24 • 9 A.M.
SCHRADERS’ SPRING EQUIPMENT AUCTION

5995 IL 75 E., Dakota, IL
EARLY LISTINGS: Krous 18’ wing disc 20” blades; Kewanee 9 sk chisel plow; 25’ winged soil 
finisher; loader for Oliver 550; Gehl 2170 9’ haybine, hydro swing, gd; 2 - 9’x16’ kicker wagon w/ 
flotation tires; Gehl 14’ chopper wagon; Hesston 14 wheel hay rake; NH 495 12’ cut haybine; NH 
850 rd baler; 10’ 3 pt rotary mower; 2 Killbros gravity wagons; H&S apron wagon; Knight chopper 
wagon; 12’ chain conveyor w/ motor on cart; 6’ 4” auger w/ hopper on cart; Westfield 60’x8” auger; 
feed cart; Farm King grain cleaner 60” grapple bucket; 60” tooth bucket for Bobcat; stump bucket; 
cattle trailer; 60” box scraper; Delaval plate cooler; 175,000 btu gas furnace w/ all attachments; 2 
electric gas tank pumps; Toro 20 hp 48” riding mower; lawn sweeper; always gates, fencing, tanks, 
hog feeders, new chicken feeders; load sm bales 3rd crop hay.

No guns or household goods. 
Not responsible for accidents. List subject to change. Always more by sale time!

815-449-2215 • Ron Schrader 440000453 - David Schrader 441001020

• Programs   (Continued from page 4)

that (community college bach-
elor’s degree) programs serve a 
different population ... a popu-
lation that would not otherwise 
seek out or complete a bache-
lor’s degree program.”

Providing accessibility to a 
wider pool of applicants could 
help combat the workforce 
shortage that Cindy Bardele-
ben, executive director of Baby 
Talk in Decatur, said is severe-
ly and negatively impacting 
the day-to-day operations and 
quality of services for children 
in the state. 

“Being able to offer a bache-
lor’s degree in early childhood 
education (at community col-

leges) would alleviate many of 
the barriers our workforce fac-
es,” Bardeleben said. “There’s 
absolutely no negative conse-
quences of this bill, it’s a win-
win all the way around.” 

Some of the barriers Barde-
leben referred to include cost, 
travel distance and accessibility 
to proper training. The low pay 
in early childhood education is 
also taken into consideration 
because it may be deterring 
individuals from staying in the 
workforce or pursuing higher 
education that could result in 
higher-paying jobs. 

The Illinois Commission 
on Equitable Early Childhood 

Education and Care Funding 
recently released a report with 
recommendations on how to 
move forward. 

SB 1832 is Pacione-Zayas’ 
effort to meet the commission’s 
recommendations.

“This is a state issue and that 
is why it requires a systemic 
solution,” Pacione-Zayas said. 
“This is much larger than any 
individual or one single part-
nership, and this is also a part 
of our economic recovery in the 
state.” 

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state govern-
ment.

By Peter Hancock
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

The Illinois Emergency 
Management Agency was 
forced to adapt quickly to a 
new role when the COVID-19 
pandemic first hit last year, 
and the agency’s director told 
a legislative committee that 
more work needs to be done 
to prepare for the event of an-
other statewide disaster. 

“Even though we provide 
resources to counties and lo-
cal jurisdictions during times 
of disaster, we really never 
had a logistical arm to the 
organization. That has since 
changed,” IEMA Director 
Alicia Tate-Nadeau told a 
Senate budget committee. “So 
overnight, we turned into a 
Fortune 500 logistical supply 
chain management system. 
And you can imagine the les-
sons that are learned from try-
ing to do that.”

One of the earliest challeng-
es the agency faced in the first 
weeks and months of the pan-
demic, she said, was trying to 
amass a stockpile of personal 
protective equipment, or PPE 
— the face shields, gowns, 

gloves and N95 masks needed 
to protect health care workers 
and first responders who dealt 
directly with COVID-19 pa-
tients.

But it quickly became ap-
parent that most of the PPE 
in the world either came from 
outside the United States or 
the raw materials used for 
manufacturing it did. And 
although the federal govern-
ment maintained a stockpile 
of PPE, Tate-Nadeau said, 
“the Strategic National Stock-
pile was only meant for one 
or two cities across the na-
tion, not for the entire United 
States.”

“Whenever we think about, 
you know, vulnerabilities and 
how we could improve things, 
it really comes down to man-
ufacturing,” she said. “Strong 
relationships with manufac-
turing, the ability to be able to 
surge in certain areas.”

IEMA has since acquired 
two warehouses of its own, 
she said, including one in 
Rochelle, in northern Illinois, 
and another in Pana, in central 
Illinois. But she said a third 
one is needed in southern Il-

linois, where there has long 
been a risk of a major earth-
quake.

“That one down south that 
is yet to be determined is 
critical should we ever see 
the earthquake scenario,” she 
said. “That way, the southern 
portion of the state is not cut 
off from the supply chain, 
because we know everything 
from the southern portion 
of state all the way through 
Tennessee, it’s all going to 
be blocked off. Everything’s 
going to have to come in up 
north for resupply.”

Another lesson the agency 
learned, Tate-Nadeau said, is 
that more work needs to be 
done to strengthen and pro-
fessionalize local, county-lev-
el emergency management 
agencies.

“Many of our smaller coun-
ties maybe have somebody 
who is just part time or a third 
time, or just one person,” she 
said. “And what we do know 
is that success in major events 
like this is about having some-
one who truly understands 
emergency management. … 
Having the capability for each 

county to be able to house 25 
people during an event would 
have precluded the state from 
taking such a large role.”

Tate-Nadeau’s comments 
came during a Senate com-
mittee hearing on the agen-
cy’s proposed budget for the 
upcoming fiscal year, which 
begins July 1.

Overall, the agency is seek-
ing a budget of just under $2.2 
billion for fiscal year 2022, or 
$404 million less than the cur-
rent year. That is due mainly 
to an expected decrease in 
federal funding, which makes 
up about 84 percent of the 
agency’s budget.

It’s an increase of more than 
$100 million, however, from 
fiscal year 2020, in which the 
COVID-19 pandemic began 
and disaster preparation funds 
greatly increased. It’s also 
nearly four times the enacted 
budget of fiscal year 2019, 
which is the final budget not 
touched by the COVID-19 
pandemic. That’s due to the 
federal aid that began flowing 
in since March 2020. 

One of IEMA’s main roles 
is to act as a pass-through 

agency that receives federal 
funds for disasters and home-
land security and passes it on 
to other agencies.

The agency is requesting, 
and Gov. JB Pritzker pro-
posed in February, an increase 
of $3.5 million in allocations 
from the General Revenue 
Fund, which is the main dis-
cretionary spending account 
that lawmakers allocate each 
year. That would bring GRF 
funding for the agency up to 
$11.35 million. 

The added GRF funding 
would push the number of 
IEMA employees funded 
through the General Revenue 
Fund to 58, up from 20 in the 
current fiscal year. That would 
bring the agency’s total head-
count to 213.5, up 13 from the 
current fiscal year, with fewer 
employees supported by fed-
eral and other state funds.

Tate-Nadeau said payroll 
accounts for only 13 percent 
of the agency’s total opera-
tional budget. 

The proposed budget calls 
for an overall $4.1 million 
decrease in state funds when 
“other state funds” are con-

sidered along with General 
Revenue funds. “Other state 
funds” come mainly from 
fees the state charges that are 
dedicated to IEMA’s various 
missions. The agency expects 
a $7 million decrease in the 
Nuclear Safety Emergency 
Preparedness Fund, which is 
funded through statutory fees 
on the nuclear power industry. 

Tate-Nadeau said the agen-
cy has taken several steps to 
trim its budget in light of the 
state’s stressed financial con-
dition. That includes reducing 
its request for new equipment 
by $1.4 million, cutting $1.2 
million from its information 
technology request and reduc-
ing its operational budget by 
$251,000.

“Over the years this agency 
has been saddled with attri-
tion budget constraints, hir-
ing freezes and has been left 
with bare bones staff that is 
continually asked to do more 
to meet the 21st century chal-
lenges,” she said.

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state govern-
ment.

FEMA to help pay funeral costs for COVID-19-related deaths
 Starting this month, the Fed-

eral Emergency Management 
Agency will begin providing 
financial assistance for funer-
al expenses incurred after Jan. 
20, 2020, for deaths related to 
the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
to help ease some of the finan-
cial stress and burden caused 
by the pandemic. 

 The policy was finalized 
recently, and FEMA is mov-
ing rapidly to implement this 
funeral assistance program na-
tionwide.

 To be eligible for 
COVID-19 funeral assistance, 
the policy states:

 • The applicant must be a 
U.S. citizen, non-citizen na-
tional, or qualified alien who 

incurred funeral expenses after 
Jan. 20, 2020 for a death at-
tributed to COVID-19;

 • If multiple individuals 
contributed toward funeral 
expenses, they should apply 
under a single application as 
applicant and co-applicant. 
FEMA will also consider doc-
umentation from other individ-
uals not listed as the applicant 
and co-applicant who may 
have incurred funeral expens-
es as part of the registration for 
the deceased individual;

 • An applicant may apply 
for multiple deceased individ-
uals;

 • The COVID-19-related 
death must have occurred in 
the United States, including 

the U.S. territories and the Dis-
trict of Columbia;

 • This assistance is limit-
ed to a maximum financial 
amount of $9,000 per funeral 
and a maximum of $35,500 
per application; and

 • Funeral assistance is in-
tended to assist with expenses 
for funeral services and inter-
ment or cremation.

 In the coming weeks, a 
dedicated 800 number will be 
established to help individuals 
who apply. In the meantime, 
potential applicants are en-
couraged to start gathering the 
following documentation:

 • An official death certifi-
cate that attributes the death 
to COVID-19 and shows that 

the death occurred in the Unit-
ed States. The death certificate 
must indicate the death “may 
have been caused by” or “was 
likely the result of” COVID-19 
or COVID-19 like symptoms. 
Similar phrases that indicate a 
high likelihood of COVID-19 
are considered sufficient attri-
bution;

 • Funeral expense docu-

ments (receipts, funeral home 
contract, etc.) that include the 
applicant’s name, the deceased 
individual’s name, the amount 
of funeral expenses, and the 
dates the funeral expenses 
were incurred; and

 • Proof of funds received 
from other sources specifically 
for use toward funeral costs. 
Funeral assistance may not du-

plicate benefits received from 
burial or funeral insurance, 
financial assistance received 
from voluntary agencies, fed-
eral/state/local/tribal/territorial 
government programs or agen-
cies, or other sources.

 More information regarding 
this assistance can be found at 
COVID-19 Funeral Assistance 
at FEMA.gov.

Emergency management officials request 
funding, share lessons learned during pandemic
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the vote.
In a podcast interview 

with Capitol News Illinois, 
Frerichs explained his role in 
state government.

“I’m in charge of invest-
ing the state’s money. And 
that right now is somewhere 
around $17 billion,” he said. 
“We also help local units of 
government and smaller units 
of government invest in a 
pooled fund. And that’s about 
$7 billion right now. And then 
we also help families save for 
themselves, whether that be 
for college expenses, or for 
their retirement through a few 
different programs.”

Frerichs discussed the 
state’s investments, his of-
fice’s efforts to return un-
claimed property to Illinois-
ans, a program he oversees 
that helps people save for 
retirement, and whether he 
plans to run for re-election in 
2022 for the latest edition of 
CapitolCast, a regular podcast 
of Capitol News Illinois.

Court eviction 
moratorium 

The Illinois Supreme Court 
issued an order last week cre-
ating stronger safeguards for 
tenants seeking rent relief 
under the governor’s eviction 
moratorium.

The court’s revised order 
makes clear that landlords 
challenging a tenant’s evic-
tion moratorium protections 
have to state the legal and fac-
tual basis for such a challenge, 
said Chief Judge Eugene G. 
Doherty, of the 17th Judicial 
Circuit, which spans Boone 
and Winnebago counties.

Doherty is vice chair of 
the Illinois Supreme Court’s 
Court Operations During 

COVID-19 Task Force, which 
was created in June 2020 and 
makes recommendations to 
the Illinois Supreme Court.

“It was feared by some that 
(the Supreme Court’s previ-
ous order) would effectively 
allow all the cases that the 
moratorium is keeping out of 
court to get back into court 
because if the landlord were to 
just file a challenge, vaguely 
worded, to the declaration, the 
case is now in court,” Doherty 
said. “And that seems to un-
dercut the purpose of the mor-
atorium.”

The Illinois Supreme Court 
issued an order in December 
2020 relating to the eviction 
moratorium that outlines the 
process for landlords to chal-
lenge a tenant’s declaration 
under the order. It amend-
ed the order in February and 
again April 6.

Gov. JB Pritzker reissued 
his eviction moratorium exec-
utive order recently, extend-
ing rent relief to tenants who 
are unable to pay due to eco-
nomic hardship caused by the 
pandemic through May 1.

The governor’s reissued 
order contains new language 
that “the judicial branch has 
the authority to adopt appro-
priate procedural measures 
governing the order’s applica-
tion in judicial proceedings.”

The Illinois Supreme 
Court’s latest order states that 
landlords must identify “with 
specificity the legal or factu-
al basis…for any such chal-
lenge.” It also states directly 
that the “burden to sustain 
such a challenge remains at 
all times with the plaintiff/
landlord.”

PHOTO SUBMITTED The Scoop Today/Shopper’s Guide

Join ‘The Birthday 
Club’ for some laughs
 The Mighty Richland Players Dessert Theater 
will stage a premiere of “The Birthday Club” by 
Phil Olson starting Friday, April 23, at the group’s 
Orangeville theater. Mighty Richland Players 
worked with Olson in reading and editing the play, 
and were chosen to premiere the comedy, the only 
theater doing an on-stage version with a live audi-
ence. Show times are 7 p.m. April 23, April 24, April 
30 and May 1 and 2 p.m. April 25 and May 2. Due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, seating is limited. For tick-
ets, call 815-810-1310. For more information, go 
online to mightyrichlandplayers.org.
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The Shopper’s Guide
Will Be Featuring This Year’s 

Lena Town Garage Sales
To Be Held  Friday, May 7 &
Saturday, May 8, 2021

If you have any questions, 
Call Cyndee Stiefel 

Today at 815-369-4112
or email 

lenaads@rvpublishing.com

Name ___________________________________
Address _________________________________
 ________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________

Sign Up Now! Registration Form

IncludesMap & Advertising 
in  The Shopper’s Guide & The Scoop Today

Bring form to The Shopper’s Guide along 
with payment or mail to: 

The Shopper’s Guide,
213 S. Center St., Lena, IL 61048

Deadline to sign up is 4 p.m. on Wednesday, April 28
Please Sign Up EARLY. Early Registration is Appreciated!!

Include address in boxes below

$13.00 

MUST BE PREPAID

Include address  and 

garage sale items in boxes 

below. 1 letter per box. 

Including spaces between 

words and punctuation.

CAPITOL RECAP

A look at recent news from the Illinois state Capitol
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS
Elections board director 
on leave 

One day before consolidat-
ed elections, the Illinois State 
Board of Elections executive 
director was placed on admin-
istrative leave after being the 
subject of an online extortion 
attempt, ISBE said in a news 
release.

The eight-member elec-
tions board voted unanimous-
ly on Monday, April 5, to 
place Director Steve Sand-
voss on leave, according to 
the release.

The board also approved 
the appointment of Assistant 
Executive Director Berna-
dette Matthews to serve as in-
terim director while Sandvoss 
is on leave.

“The board also authorized 
the agency’s Chief Informa-
tion Security Officer, Jeremy 
Owens, to cooperate fully 

with the law enforcement 
investigation, as well as con-
duct an internal assessment 
of all SBE devices to which 
Director Sandvoss had access 
and ensure the security of the 
Board’s systems,” the release 
states.

Sandvoss reported the on-
line extortion attempt to the 
Illinois State Police, which is 
investigating the incident, ac-
cording to the release.

“Based on Director Sand-
voss’ description, the attempt-
ed extortion scheme appeared 
typical of many such online 
scams,” the release states. “At 
this time, there is no reason to 
believe that any election data 
or information has been com-
promised.”

Matt Dietrich, spokesper-
son for the Illinois State Board 
of Elections, did not say what 
specific day the incident oc-
curred. Dietrich said he was 

not aware of the details about 
the timing of initial police 
contact or the investigation 
beyond what was in the news 
release.

Dietrich said the agency 
has no comment about the in-
cident’s timing in close prox-
imity to the election.

A spokesperson for the 
Illinois State Police did not 
respond to questions about 
details surrounding the online 
extortion attempt, saying it is 
an open and ongoing investi-
gation.

Sandvoss became the Illi-
nois State Board of Elections’ 
executive director in January 
2015, after serving as the 
agency’s general counsel.

He has worked for the 
agency since 1988.

An interview with the 
treasurer

What role does the treasur-

er play in state government?
It depends on the state, but 

in Illinois, the treasurer’s role 
differs greatly from the state 
comptroller, who handles the 
check-writing as the state’s 
chief fiscal officer.

The treasurer, on the other 
hand, serves as the chief in-
vestment and banking officer 
in Illinois. According to the 
Illinois Constitution, “The 
Treasurer, in accordance with 
law, shall be responsible for 
the safekeeping and invest-
ment of monies and securities 
deposited with him, and for 
their disbursement upon order 
of the Comptroller.”

The current treasurer is Mi-
chael Frerichs, who first was 
elected in 2014 as a Cham-
paign Democrat, defeating 
Republican Tom Cross by 
less than 0.5 percent of the 
vote. He gained reelection in 
2018 by nearly 20 percent of 

See RECAP, Page 7
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A BIG “THANK YOU”
to those readers who have sent a donation to help 

underwrite The Scoop Today and Shopper’s Guide. For those 
of you who haven’t done  so in the past year, but enjoy this 
newspaper and would like to help us  pay for its operation,  

please send a donation in any amount to:

240 W. Main Street, Suite B • Lena, IL • 61048
IF YOU THINK YOUR NEWSPAPER IS WORTH

50¢ an issue, it would be $26.00; 75¢ an issue - $39.00 
or $1 an issue - $52.00

You won’t get a tote bag, T-shirt, coffee mug or CD of Lawrence Welk’s
Greatest Hits. But you will get the satisfaction of knowing that you have

helped to support your favorite newspaper.

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

Phone______________________________

__ Please keep my
     paper coming:

392657

the Scoop Today
Shopper’s Guide

• Recap   (Continued from page 6)

Federal funds for 
schools

Gov. JB Pritzker took to 
the road April 5 to urge lo-
cal school districts in Illinois 
to carefully target the rough-
ly $7 billion in federal funds 
they will soon receive in order 
to help students overcome the 
learning loss they may have 
suffered during the pandemic.

“We’re all wondering if 
this was a lost year for our 
children,” Pritzker said at an 
early childhood learning cen-
ter in the Champaign school 
district. “We worry if a year’s 
worth of online classes and 
virtual play dates will impact 
their future in some negative 
way in the future.”

Pritzker highlighted a re-
port released last month by 
the state’s P-20 Council, the 
Learning Renewal Resource 
Guide, which outlines many 
of the issues schools around 
the state are likely to face as 
they prepare to return to full 
in-person learning and some 
of the strategies they should 
consider.

Those strategies include 
things like diagnostic testing 
to get more precise measure-
ments of where students are in 
their academic progress; of-
fering more tutoring, counsel-
ing and afterschool programs; 
and possibly even lengthen-
ing the school calendar to add 
more days of school.

Most of the money schools 
stand to receive – about $5 bil-
lion of it – will come through 
the recently passed American 
Renewal Plan. The rest is the 
result of two earlier rounds of 
federal relief funding.

According to guidelines 
from the U.S. Department of 
Education, those funds may 
be used for things such as 
buying personal protective 
equipment or acquiring addi-
tional space to ensure social 
distancing in classrooms, hir-
ing additional staff to address 
learning loss, implementing 
strategies to address the so-
cial, emotional, mental health 
and academic needs of stu-
dents, and funding afterschool 
and other extended learning 
or enrichment programs.

Schools can also direct the 
funds to target populations 
that have been the most dis-
proportionately affected by 
the pandemic such as stu-
dents from low-income back-
grounds, students of color, 
students with disabilities, En-
glish language learners, stu-
dents experiencing homeless-
ness and students with inade-
quate access to technology.

Housing assistance
As economic uncertainty 

continues to linger one year 
into the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, housing advocates across 
the state are planning next 
steps to protect tenants and 
landlords and create addition-

al affordable housing oppor-
tunities.

Over the past several 
weeks, the General Assem-
bly has considered various 
bills on the subject, including 
emergency rental assistance, 
lifting the state ban on rent 
control, and subsidizing fu-
ture affordable housing con-
struction in the state.

Advocates for affordable 
housing in Illinois, including 
Rep. Delia Ramirez, a Dem-
ocrat representing the 4th 
House District in Chicago, 
say the pandemic has shed 
new light on an ongoing af-
fordable housing crisis and 
sparked a new sense of ur-
gency to support tenants and 
landlords struggling to afford 
rent and upkeep their proper-
ties.

“I’ve gotten calls from col-
leagues of mine and offices 
from all over the state asking 
what do we do if this pandem-
ic has only made this crisis 
worse than ever,” Ramirez 
said.

According to data from the 
National Council for State 
Housing Agencies, more than 
540,000 Illinois households 
could not pay rent as of Sep-
tember 2020, and the backlog 
of owed rent in the state as of 
January of this year totaled 
more than $1.2 billion.

Since the outset of the pan-
demic last year, Ramirez has 
been working on a bill now 
known as the COVID-19 
Federal Emergency Rental 
Assistance Program Act. The 
bill has been reintroduced this 
legislative session as House 
Bill 2877.

While the bill as introduced 
originally would have imple-
mented a statewide eviction 
moratorium until next year, 
it now aims to direct an esti-
mated $1.4 billion in federal 
emergency rental assistance 
to support tenants most at risk 
for eviction and small land-
lords in need of the most as-
sistance.

Another major provision of 
the bill includes sealing evic-
tion records for individuals 
who may have been evicted 
as a result of pandemic-relat-
ed economic hardship until 
March of next year, which 
Ramirez said would be key 
to “cleaning slate” for ten-
ants and allowing them to find 
housing in the future.

Another bill recently in-
troduced by Ramirez and 
co-sponsored by Rep. Tom 
Demmer, R-Dixon, is House 
Bill 3123, also known as the 
Build Illinois Homes Tax 
Credit.

Boosting vaccination 
efforts

State officials announced 
April 6 that Illinois would re-
ceive $124 million in federal 
funding from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-

tion to expand its statewide 
vaccination program.

According to a news re-
lease, $33 million in funding 
is expected to be directed to 
the city of Chicago with the 
rest being used to expand ef-
forts in other parts of the state.

The release noted that ap-
proximately 75 percent of 
the funding would be used to 
focus on supplying vaccines 
to underserved communities, 
including communities of 
color, rural areas, and regions 
disproportionately affected by 
the pandemic.

“With this new funding 
from the Biden-Harris admin-
istration, Illinois will move 
quickly to further expand our 
aggressive efforts to reach 
those most vulnerable to 
COVID-19,” Gov. JB Pritzker 
said in a statement.

“With mass vaccination 
sites across the state, rural 
vaccination teams reach-
ing those with less access to 
health care, and partnerships 
with trusted providers in un-
derserved communities, we 
have built the infrastructure to 
end this pandemic as quick-
ly as possible, and these new 
resources will only help us 
reach that day even sooner,” 
Pritzker added.

Rural vaccination teams
The state also announced 

April 6 that rapid response 
vaccination teams and ad-
ditional resources would be 
deployed to six more Illinois 
counties in response to “early 
warning signs of COVID-19 
resurgence.”

According to a news re-
lease, rapid response vaccina-
tion teams will be deployed to 
Fulton, Tazewell and Wood-
ford counties in central Illi-
nois, with additional vaccine 
doses being directed to Peoria 
and McLean counties.

The state announced April 
5 that it would also send 
mobile vaccination teams to 
Kankakee, Vermilion, Liv-
ingston, Coles, DeWitt and 
White counties this week. The 
vaccination teams plan to ad-
minister single-dose Johnson 
& Johnson vaccines in order 
to quickly mitigate spread, the 
release said.

State officials urged added 
caution in following public 
health guidelines as the state 
continues to work to vacci-
nate residents as quickly as 
possible.

The announcements come 
as the state expands vaccine 
eligibility to all residents over 
the age of 16 at the more than 
900 state vaccination sites, 
while the Biden administra-
tion announced all American 
adults would be eligible to re-
ceive the vaccine by April 19.

 Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state govern-
ment.

Sign of spring: Purple martins return 
Birding enthusiasts are high-

lighting a sure sign of spring as 
the first purple martins of the 
year have been spotted in the 
Midwest.

Purple martin enthusiasts 
track and report on the birds’ 
annual migration through the 
Purple Martin Conservation As-
sociation.

 “The purple martins’ arrival 
… shows the birds are mak-
ing steady progress northward 
since they first made landfall in 
Florida two days before Christ-
mas,” Joe Siegrist, president of 
the Purple Martin Conservation 
Association, said in a news re-
lease. “Tracking the migration is 
not only fun, it also provides us 
with valuable information that 
helps inform our research and 
strengthen our efforts to make 
sure we’re doing everything 
possible to sustain the popula-
tion of these amazing birds.”

Purple martins are North 
America’s largest species of 
swallow. They spend the winter 

in the rainforests of Brazil be-
fore making up to a 7,000-mile 
migration north into the eastern 
United States and Canada.  

Thousands of “martin land-
lords” provide multicompart-
ment nest “condos” for the 
birds, which are essential to 
their survival, according to the 
foundation.  

“Once widespread in rural 
America, this species, (which) 
eats billions of flying insects an-
nually, has been disappearing at 
an alarming rate, experiencing a 
loss of one-third of its popula-
tion over the last 50 years,” the 
release said. 

“The decline seems to be the 
combination of a few factors: 
nesting habitat loss, competing 
invasive species, decreasing 
prey availability and climate 
change,” Siegrist said. “Over 
the majority of the purple mar-
tins’ range, they are unable to 
nest naturally any longer. Hu-
man-provided nest boxes are the 
only thing keeping the species 

alive east of the Rocky Moun-
tains.

 “The landlords provide crit-
ical shelter for the martins,” 
Siegrist said. “In return, they 
are rewarded with a family-like 
bond with the birds who return 
to the same colony year after 
year like clockwork.”

To follow along with the 
purple martins’ migration and 
learn more, go online to www.
purplemartin.org. People who 
are interested in learning more 
about how to attract and care 
for the birds can receive a free 
booklet by contacting the Pur-
ple Martin Conservation As-
sociation via email at info@
purplemartin.org or by calling 
814-833-7656.

Based in Erie, Pennsylvania, 
the Purple Martin Conserva-
tion Association is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to the 
conservation of the purple mar-
tin through scientific research, 
wildlife management tech-
niques and public education.
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Back in action
 Stockton High School graduate Hayden Fox is back on the mound for the University of Wisconsin-White-
water this spring. UW-Whitewater is ranked 16th in Division 3 ball. Fox, a junior, put together a 35-12 record 
in 2019, the last full season played.
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Dig Safe, Protect Yourself 
and Your Family.
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JCE
793 US Route 20 West
Elizabeth, IL 61028
800-858-5522
jocarroll.com

We urge you to always contact JULIE before any digging project, 
large or small.  Even if you’re digging in the same location, just a 
little to the left or right or deeper can cause damage or potential 
injury.  It’s happened to other homeowners, don’t let it happen to 
you.  Avoid damaged utility line costs and disruption of service to 

your and your neighbors.  Be safe, always notify JULIE first.

Simply go online 24/7 to 
illinois1call.com or 

call 811 or 800-892-0123 at least 
two business days in advance.

It’s Smart. It’s Free. It’s the Law. 393790

• Stockton   (Continued from front page)

 The touchdown to end the 
first half would be the final 
score of the game as the sec-
ond half turned into a defen-
sive showdown. The Stockton 
defense was impressive, hold-
ing the Pirates to just 250 total 
yards on offense. 

The Blackhawks offense 
actually outgained Galena by 
just two yards, but they were 
unable to finish their drives 
as turnovers continued to stall 
their momentum. 

“Costly turnovers and men-
tal mistakes have been the big-
gest hurdle we have had offen-
sively at this point,” Leitzen 
said. “We have moved the ball 
well at times and then shoot 
ourselves in the foot a couple 
of plays later.  You just can’t 
have those mistakes when you 
are putting a drive together and 
the guys know that.” 

Stockton’s offense had three 
turnovers on Saturday, all of 
which came by interceptions.  
Although the Stockton offense 
will need to execute better to 
limit their mistakes, Leitzen 
understands the type of compe-
tition they have faced in some 
of the top defenses in the area. 

“I also think we have played 
three very good defenses at 
this point in the season,” Leit-
zen said. “I know the guys are 
frustrated with those issues as 
well, and they will continue to 
work so we can improve those 
things and take the necessary 
steps forward.”  

 Turnovers and struggling 
to score offensively have 

been the Blackhawks’ biggest 
weakness thus far. In their 
three losses combined, Stock-
ton has scored a total of just 20 
points.

It has not been all bad for 
the Stockton offense, however.  
Their physical run game has 
allowed Leitzen to establish 
game plans that work initially; 
they just need to finish.  Led by 
Hermann, who rushed for one 
score and 137 yards on Satur-

day, the Blackhawks combined 
for 184 yards on the ground and 
should build off that to find suc-
cess in their offense. 

Leitzen discussed what guys 
like Hermann can do for their 
physical offense, saying, “Ja-
son is a big part of this offense, 
but I feel we can spread that 
around any time we need to. 
Play calls are dictated on what 
we are getting from the defense 
and what we think we can take 

advantage of. For us on of-
fense, it starts and ends with 
our O-Line, a young group that 
is getting better each week.”  

 Hermann has taken on a big 
workload in Leitzen’s offense, 
and that was on display Satur-
day when he carried the ball 34 
times. 

 “What Jason has accom-
plished as a football player is 
a direct testament to the work 
he has put in,” the coach said.  
“He is one of the first ones in 
the weight room and one of the 
last to leave.” 

Leitzen knows the impor-
tance of having guys like that 
on his roster, noting that they 
pave the way for the under-
classmen who look up to them. 

“He has set a great exam-
ple for our younger players 
and embodies what a captain 
should be,” Leitzen said.  

 The Stockton Blackhawks 
may find themselves with a 
1-3 record in a short season, 
but they are not hanging their 
heads. They have showed that 
they are more than capable of 
moving the ball offensively 
and getting important stops on 
defense. 

As it stands, the Blackhawks 
have beat themselves more than 
their opponents have, and those 
are the mistakes Leitzen and 
his team will have to work on 
if they want to get back in the 
win column. They will have the 
opportunity to do so when they 
face off with another tough op-
ponent in East Dubuque, this 
Friday, April 16. 

SONYA WILLIAMSON PHOTO The Scoop Today

 Stockton’s Hunter Hille goes in for a touchdown in 
the April 2 game against Rockford Christian. In this 
week’s matchup against Galena, the Blackhawks strug-
gled to make the most of scoring opportunities, falling 
14-6.

Women’s group plans 
meeting in Stockton

The Concerned Woman of 
America, Stockton group will 
meet at 2 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 21, at Calvary Church in 
Stockton. 

The CWA is a group of 

conservative Christian women 
concerned about the state of 
the country. Members meet to 
be informed, to pray and to act.  

For information or a ride, 
call Carol Rowe at 815-947-
2122 or Pam Hess at 815-947-
9154.   

Middle schoolers 
earn academic honors

Officials at River Ridge 
Middle School recently re-
leased the names of honor roll 
students for the third quarter.

4.00 GPA or higher: Kath-
ryn Cobine, Aizlynn Griffiths, 
Nathan Haas, Elaina Doms, 
Samuel Rife, Hamish Boden, 
Nicholas Cobine, Chloe Gri-
ner

3.50 to 3.999 GPA: David 
Buck, Kelly Chapman, Kay-
la Diehl, Brynn Fry, Isabella 
Haring, Graci Vanderheyden, 
Joseph Winter, Bindilene 
Boop, Brook Bradbury, Saw-
yer Fry, Sophie Grissinger, 
Thomas Harms, Jaime Mill-

er, Kaci Patterson, Matthew 
Ransom, Gracie Schnitzler, 
Leah Spahn, Ryan Tippett, 
Sarah Winter, Kaden Bauer, 
Amber Davies, Piper Gold-
en, Faith Morhardt, Alejandra 
Velazquez, Makenna Wurster

3.00 to 3.499 GPA: Bai-
ley Boop, Laiken Haas, Ian 
Wachter, Rowan Angell-Don-
gus, Devin Bradt, Zoey Chap-
man, Ava Ketelsen, Berkeley 
Mensendike, Harmony Pack-
ard, Averi Rolwes, Sophie 
Shellenberger, Keria Sprech-
er, Sydnie Bertucci, Allauna 
Karberg, Kenley Patterson, 
Anna Wachter

In brief

REMAIN COMPLETELY ANONYMOUS

“Get Involved, Without Getting Involved”
Stephenson County Crime Stop, Inc. est. 1981

Crime Stop Works!
IN STEPHENSON COUNTY

call 815-235-7867 (STOP)

download our app
www.sccrimestop.com @sccrimestop

39
38

74

3
9

3
0

4
0



Wednesday, April 14, 2021       THE SCOOP TODAY       Page 9

393792

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL
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g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN COUNT ON

COVID-19 statewide out of 
97,741 test results reported 
over the previous 24 hours. 
The state’s seven-day rolling 
positivity rate stood at 4.2 per-
cent April 8, the highest since 
Jan. 30 and up 0.7 percentage 
points from a week prior.

Officials also reported an in-
crease in COVID-19 hospital-
izations. As of April 8, 1,798 
individuals in Illinois were 
reported to be in the hospital 
with COVID-19. Of those, 351 
were in the ICU and 151 were 
on ventilators. Those are highs 
since mid-February.

Pritzker encouraged resi-
dents who are able to make an 
appointment to receive a vac-
cine as soon as possible, but 
said some residents may still 
encounter difficulties in find-

ing available appointments as 
the state continues to work to 
meet demand. 

“Even with all of these new 
appointments, there will not be 
enough vaccine in week one to 
get everyone that wants to be 
vaccinated a dose, but vaccine 
doses will be arriving more 
quickly than ever before,” 
Pritzker said. 

“The public health system is 
doing everything in its power 
to get these vaccines into the 
arms of our residents as quick-
ly as the federal government 
can deliver them,” he added. 

Illinois Department of Pub-
lic Health Director Dr. Ngozi 
Ezike echoed Pritzker’s mes-
sage of urgency in receiving a 
vaccine amid increasing state-
wide trends in case positivity 

and hospitalizations due to 
COVID-19. 

“COVID-19 vaccination 
is one of the strongest, most 
powerful tools we have to fight 
this pandemic together,” Ezike 
said. “We have a vaccine and 
we’re elated about that, but 
it doesn’t mean that this pan-
demic is completely over.” 

She warned of the ongoing 
resurgence of the virus, and 
noted better herd immunity 
is needed before the state can 
roll back mitigation measures, 
which means more vaccina-
tions are needed. 

“Let’s continue working to 
end this pandemic. We need to 
cross that finish line all togeth-
er, and it’s only a few steps 
away,” she said. 

More information about the 

• Vaccine   (Continued from front page)

COVID-19 vaccine and ap-
pointment availability can be 
found at coronavirus.illinois.
gov or by calling 833-621-
1284.  

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state govern-
ment.

By Tim Kirsininkas
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Leaders from the state’s 
tourism and hospitality in-
dustry asked legislators for 
additional support and reopen-
ing guidance during an April 
8 committee hearing as the 
state plans next steps for its 
COVID-19 economic recov-
ery.

Michael Jacobson, president 
and CEO of the Illinois Hotel 
and Lodging Association, told 
the House Tourism Committee 

that hotels have “been among 
the hardest hit” segment of the 
economy due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, and that the industry 
may not see a full recovery un-
til 2024 at the earliest. 

“The situation is certain-
ly looking encouraging, but 
there’s still a lot of work to do 
in order for the hotel and tour-
ism industry to fully recover,” 
Jacobson said. “This is not 
going to be a recovery in one 
or two years, it’s going to be a 
several-year process.” 

Jacobson said Illinois hotels 
suffered a loss of $3.5 billion in 
revenue and that over 21,000 
hotel employees were laid off 
as a result of the pandemic over 
the past year. 

Jacobson told legislators that 
allowing events and gatherings 
to resume in a safe manner as 
soon as possible and directing 
federal support dollars to hotels 
and businesses most impacted 
by the pandemic would be key 
to revitalizing that segment of 
the economy, which generates 

billions of dollars in revenue 
for the state every year. 

“Besides keeping our em-
ployees and guests healthy and 
safe, our top priority is simple, 
getting hotel workers back to 
work. Our hotels want to get 
back up and running, but need 
direct financial support in the 
short term,” Jacobson said. 

In addition to short-term fi-
nancial assistance, Jacobson 
and industry leaders also said 
passing limited COVID-19 
liability protections for busi-

Tourism and hospitality leaders call for state 
support, guidance amid COVID-19 recovery

nesses would help hotels and 
businesses to work toward a 
full recovery. 

However, even with a re-
opening plan in place, industry 
leaders said that many ques-
tions remain for businesses 
across the state. 

Rob Karr, President and 
CEO of the Illinois Retail Mer-
chants Association, said addi-
tional guidance from the state 
on reopening guidelines would 
be needed in order for strug-
gling businesses to get back on 
their feet. 

Karr said that while industry 
leaders welcomed additional 
flexibility for events and gath-
erings under the state’s recent-
ly announced “bridge phase” 
to reopening, questions remain 
over how businesses would 
effectively enforce capacity 
guidelines as outlined under 
the plan. 

“We need to maximize our 
businesses, the theory that 
you’re open and you’re doing 
okay, is just not accurate. No 
one’s businesses were built to 
survive at 50 percent or even 
75 percent occupancy,” Karr 
said. 

Under guidelines set forth 
in the state’s bridge phase, 
vaccinated individuals would 
not count against a business 
or venue’s capacity restric-
tions, but Karr questioned how 
businesses or local authorities 
would be able to enforce those 
restrictions. 

“Currently, the guidance 
from the state is businesses 
each on their own are required 
to figure out how to prove up 
whether somebody is fully 
vaccinated. Respectfully, that’s 
untenable,” Karr added. 

Jacobson told the commit-
tee that a possible alternative 
would be to base capacity 
guidelines and mitigations on 
hospitalization utilization rath-
er than case positivity as more 
of the state’s population is vac-
cinated. 

“This is something that 
we’ve seen a big shift in the 
governor and (Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health’s) ap-
proach in recent weeks, and we 
are supportive of,” Jacobson 
said. 

Derek Blaida, representing 
the Illinois Restaurant Associ-
ation, echoed similar concerns 
for the state’s food service in-
dustry, which also relies heav-
ily on events and tourism for 
business. 

Blaida said 20 percent of Il-
linois restaurants are expected 
to close permanently and that 
over 124,000 food service jobs 
have been lost as a result of the 
pandemic. 

“We need to keep building 
on pragmatic approaches to re-
opening regulations, so we can 
plan for and attract conven-
tions, annual events, festivals 
and more back to our state,” 
Blaida said. “Our world class 
restaurants, hotels and event 
venues cannot lose another 
summer due to regulations and 
occupancy caps that are just 
too strict.” 

“We just want to be steadily 
moving forward with incre-
mental changes so restaurants 
can keep their doors open, keep 
serving communities, and keep 
people employed,” he added. 

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state govern-
ment.

Sweet fun 
at Stockton 

High
 Above, Stockton High School students 
play a game of human Hungry, Hungry Hip-
po during the recent homecoming festivi-
ties at the school. Right, going along with 
the board game theme, the seniors deco-
rated their hallway in a Candy Land motif, 
which ended up being the winner in the 
arch decorating contest.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS The Scoop Today

Julie Willson
Whether buying or selling, call Julie for all 
your real estate needs. She will be there 
for you from start to finish. Let her 17 
years of experience work for you.

“Where there’s a Willson there’s a way.”
815-690-2792

julie@bussianrealtors.com • www.bussianrealtors.com

393794

Lena   815-369-4747 
Freeport     815-235-6106

Bussian RealtoRs
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LEGAL NOTICES
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT

JO DAVIESS COUNTY - 
GALENA, ILLINOIS

HOME POINT 
FINANCIAL 
CORPORATION
    Plaintiff,
  -v.-
DANIELLE M 
HOPPMAN-KOCH A/K/A 
DANIELLE MARIE 
HOPPMAN-KOCH, 
A/K/A DANIELLE 
MARIE HOPPMAN, 
RUDI J KOCH A/K/A 
RUDI JOSEPH KOCH, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS
    Defendant

19 CH 30
NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered in the above cause on 
March 13, 2020, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales 
Corporation, will at 1:30 
PM on April 29, 2021, at 
the office of Vincent Roth 
Toepfer & Leinen PC, 
11406 U.S. Route 20 W, 
Galena, IL, 61036, sell at 
a public sale to the highest 
bidder, as set forth below, 
the following described 
real estate:

LOTS TWENTY-TWO 
(22), TWENTY-THREE 
(23) AND THE SOUTH-
ERLY TWENTY (20) 
FEET OF LOT TWEN-
TY-FOUR (24) IN BLOCK 
EIGHTEEN (18) OF J.D. 
SOULARD’S THIRD AD-
DITION TO THE CITY 
OF GALENA, ON THE 
WEST SIDE OF GALE-
NA RIVER, SITUATED 
IN THE COUNTY OF JO 
DAVIESS, IN THE STATE 
OF ILLINOIS.

Commonly known as 
1012 RIDGE STREET, 
GALENA, IL 61036

Property Index No. 22-
101-414-10

The real estate is im-
proved with a white vinyl 
siding, 1.5 split level single 
family home, attached two 
car garage.

Sale terms: 25% down 
of the highest bid by cer-
tified funds at the close 
of the sale payable to The 
Judicial Sales Corporation.  
No third party checks will 
be accepted. The balance, 
including the Judicial Sale 
fee for the Abandoned Res-
idential Property Munici-
pality Relief Fund, which 
is calculated on residential 
real estate at the rate of $1 

for each $1,000 or frac-
tion thereof of the amount 
paid by the purchaser not 
to exceed $300, in certi-
fied funds/or wire transfer, 
is due within twenty-four 
(24) hours. No fee shall 
be paid by the mortgagee 
acquiring the residential 
real estate pursuant to its 
credit bid at the sale or by 
any mortgagee, judgment 
creditor, or other lienor ac-
quiring the residential real 
estate whose rights in and 
to the residential real estate 
arose prior to the sale. The 
subject property is subject 
to general real estate tax-
es, special assessments, or 
special taxes levied against 
said real estate and is of-
fered for sale without any 
representation as to qual-
ity or quantity of title and 
without recourse to Plain-
tiff and in “AS IS” con-
dition. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by 
the court.

Upon payment in full of 
the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Cer-
tificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a 
deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT 
be open for inspection 
and plaintiff makes no 
representation as to the 
condition of the property. 
Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the 
court file to verify all infor-
mation.

If this property is a con-
dominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale, other than 
a mortgagee, shall pay the 
assessments and the legal 
fees required by The Con-
dominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and 
(g)(4). If this property is a 
condominium unit which is 
part of a common interest 
community, the purchas-
er of the unit at the fore-
closure sale other than a 
mortgagee shall pay the as-
sessments required by The 
Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-
1).

IF YOU ARE THE 
MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE IL-
LINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo 

identification issued by a 
government agency (driv-
er’s license, passport, etc.) 
in order to gain entry into 
our building and the fore-
closure sale room in Cook 
County and the same iden-
tification for sales held at 
other county venues where 
The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration conducts foreclosure 
sales.

MCCALLA RAYMER 
LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC 
Plaintiff’s Attorneys, One 
North Dearborn Street, 
Suite 1200, Chicago, IL, 
60602. Tel No. (312) 346-
9088.
THE JUDICIAL SALES 
CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 
24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-
SALE

You can also visit The Ju-
dicial Sales Corporation at 
www.tjsc.com for a 7 day 
status report of pending 
sales.
MCCALLA RAYMER 
LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC
One North Dearborn 
Street, Suite 1200
Chicago IL, 60602
312-346-9088
E-Mail: 
pleadings@mccalla.com
Attorney File No. 
20-04513IL
Attorney ARDC 
No. 61256
Case Number: 19 CH 30
TJSC#: 41-418

NOTE: Pursuant to the 
Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised 
that Plaintiff’s attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collec-
tor attempting to collect a 
debt and any information 
obtained will be used for 
that purpose.
Case # 19 CH 30
I3166417

(Published in The Scoop 
Today March 31, April 7 

& 14, 2021)
392940

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION 

NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 

given that on March 31, 
2021, a certificate was filed 
in the Office of the County 
Clerk of Jo Daviess Coun-
ty, Illinois, setting forth the 
names and post-office ad-
dresses of all the persons, 
owning, conducting and 
transacting the business 
known as: The Sewing 
Room & Workshop, lo-
cated at 408 E. Front Ave., 
Stockton, IL 61085.

Dated: March 31, 2021
ANGELA KAISER

County Clerk
ROBIN BUSS

Deputy
(Published in

The Scoop Today
April 7, 14 & 21, 2021)

393343

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 15TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
STEPHENSON COUNTY 
- FREEPORT, ILLINOIS

Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
    PLAINTIFF
  Vs.
Nicole L. Garrett; et. al.
    DEFENDANTS

No. 2019CH76
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS 

HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered in the above cause 
on 03/23/2021, the Sheriff 
of Stephenson County, Illi-
nois will on May 20, 2021 
at the hour of 9:30 AM at 
Stephenson County Court-
house

15 North Galena Ave-
nue 1st Floor, West door 
of courthouse Freeport, IL 
61032, or in a place other-
wise designated at the time 
of sale, County of Stephen-
son and State of Illinois, 
sell at public auction to the 
highest bidder for cash, as 
set forth below, the follow-
ing described real estate:

A PART OF THE 
NORTH HALF OF THE 
SOUTHWEST QUAR-
TER OF SECTION 27, 
TOWNSHIP 27 NORTH, 
RANGE 8 EAST OF THE 
FOURTH PRINCIPAL 
MERIDIAN, STEPHEN-
SON COUNTY, ILLI-
NOIS, MORE PARTICU-
LARLY DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS:

BEGINNING AT A 
POINT ON THE SOUTH 
LINE OF THE SAID 
NORTH HALF, SAID 
POINT ALSO BEING ON 
THE WESTERLY EX-
TENSION OF THE CEN-
TERLINE TANGENT 
OF RIVER ROAD, SAID 
POINT BEING NORTH 
89 DEGREES 06 MIN-
UTES 14 SECONDS 
EAST, A DISTANCE OF 
3.76 FEET FROM A PK 
NAIL AT THE SOUTH-
WEST CORNER OF THE 
SAID NORTH HALF 
OF THE SOUTHWEST 
QUARTER; THENCE 
NORTH 62 DEGREES 00 
MINUTES 30 SECONDS 
EAST, ALONG THE 
CENTERLINE OF SAID 
RIVER ROAD, A DIS-

TANCE OF 459.10 FEET 
TO A POINT OF CURVE; 
THENCE NORTHEAST-
ERLY, ALONG THE SAID 
CENTERLINE, BEING 
AN ARC OF A CURVE 
CONCAVE NORTHER-
LY, HAVING A RADIUS 
OF 2193.07 FEET, AND 
WHOSE CHORD BEARS 
NORTH 54 DEGREES 32 
MINUTES 47 SECONDS 
EAST, AN ARC DIS-
TANCE OF 571.23 FEET; 
THENCE NORTH 47 
DEGREES 05 MINUTES 
04 SECONDS EAST, 
ALONG THE SAID 
CENTERLINE, A DIS-
TANCE OF 246.24 FEET 
TO A POINT OF CURVE; 
THENCE NORTHEAST-
ERLY ALONG THE SAID 
CENTERLINE, BEING 
AN ARC OF A CURVE 
CONCAVE SOUTHER-
LY, HAVING A RADIUS 
OF 974.30 FEET, AND 
WHOSE CHORD BEARS 
NORTH 57 DEGREES 57 
MINUTES 42 SECONDS 
EAST, AN ARC DIS-
TANCE OF 369.93 FEET; 
THENCE NORTH 68 
DEGREES 50 MINUTES 
20 SECONDS EAST, 
ALONG THE SAID CEN-
TERLINE, A DISTANCE 
OF 51.34 FEET; THENCE 
NORTH 22 DEGREES 28 
MINUTES 41 SECONDS 
WEST, A DISTANCE 
OF 69 .19 FEET TO AN 
IRON ROD; THENCE 
NORTH 66 DEGREES 21 
MINUTES 26 SECONDS 
EAST, A DISTANCE 
OF 105.62 FEET TO AN 
IRON ROD; THENCE 
SOUTH 22 DEGREES 28 
MINUTES 41 SECONDS 
EAST, A DISTANCE 
OF 73.33 FEET TO THE 
CENTERLINE OF RIV-
ER ROAD; THENCE 
N O RT H E A S T E R LY, 
ALONG THE SAID 
CENTERLINE, BEING 
AN ARC OF A CURVE 
CONCAVE NORTHER-
LY, HAVING A RADIUS 
OF 1632.98 FEET, AND 
WHOSE CHORD BEARS 
NORTH 66 DEGREES 27 
MINUTES 33 SECONDS 
EAST, AN ARC DIS-
TANCE OF 60.59 FEET; 
THENCE SOUTH 01 
DEGREES 03 MINUTES 
21 SECONDS EAST, A 
DISTANCE OF 244.99 
FEET TO AN IRON 
ROD ON THE NORTH-
ERLY RIGHT OF WAY 
LINE OF THE FORMER 
CHICAGO & NORTH-
WESTERN RAILROAD, 
NOW OWNED BY THE 
STEPHENSON PECA-

TONICA PRAIRIE 
PATH COMMISSION; 
THENCE SOUTHWEST-
ERLY, ALONG THE 
SAID RIGHT OF WAY 
LINE, BEING AN ARC 
OF A CURVE CON-
CAVE SOUTHERLY, 
HAVING A RADIUS 
OF 4047.48 FEET, AND 
WHOSE CHORD BEARS 
SOUTH 64 DEGREES 
51 MINUTES 29 SEC-
ONDS WEST, AN ARC 
DISTANCE OF 419.63 
FEET TO AN IRON ROD; 
THENCE SOUTH 61 DE-
GREES 53 MINUTES 
18 SECONDS WEST, 
ALONG THE SAID 
RIGHT OF WAY LINE, A 
DISTANCE OF 1198.39 
FEET TO AN IRON ROD 
ON THE SOUTH LINE OF 
THE SAID SOUTH HALF 
OF THE SOUTHWEST 
QUARTER; THENCE 
SOUTH 89 DEGREES 
06 MINUTES 14 SEC-
ONDS WEST, ALONG 
THE SAID SOUTH LINE, 
A DISTANCE OF 131.01 
FEET TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING; SUB-
JECT, HOWEVER, TO 
THE RIGHTS OF THE 
PUBLIC IN THAT PART 
OF RIVER ROAD ON 
THE NORTHERLY SIDE 
THEREOF.

ALL SITUATED IN 
STEPHENSON COUNTY 
AND THE STATE OF IL-
LINOIS,

PIN 07-14-27-327-004
(89-07-14-27-327-001; 

89-07-14-27-327-002)
Improved with Residen-

tial
COMMONLY KNOWN 

AS:  2243 E River Rd 
Freeport, IL 61032

Sale terms: 10% down 
of the highest bid by cer-
tified funds at the close of 
the auction; The balance, 
including the Judicial sale 
fee for Abandoned Resi-
dential Property Munici-
pality Relief Fund, which 
is calculated at the rate of 
$1 for each $1,000 or frac-
tion thereof of the amount 
paid by the purchaser not 
to exceed $300, in certified 
funds, is due within twen-
ty-four (24) hours. The 
subject property is subject 
to general real estate tax-
es, special assessments, or 
special taxes levied against 
said real estate and is of-
fered for sale without any 
representation as to qual-
ity or quantity of title and 
without recourse to Plain-
tiff and in “AS IS” con-
dition. The sale is further 
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subject to confirmation by 
the court.

If the property is a con-
dominium and the fore-
closure takes place after 
1/1/2007, purchasers other 
than the mortgagees will 
be required to pay any as-
sessment and legal fees due 
under The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).

If the property is located 
in a common interest com-
munity, purchasers other 
than mortgagees will be 
required to pay any assess-
ment and legal fees due 
under the Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1).

If the sale is set aside for 
any reason, the Purchaser 
at the sale shall be entitled 
only to a return of the de-
posit paid. The Purchaser 
shall have no further re-
course against the Mort-
gagor, the Mortgagee or 
the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Upon payment in full of 
the amount bid, the pur-
chaser shall receive a Cer-
tificate of Sale, which will 
entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after 
Confirmation of the sale. 
The successful purchaser 
has the sole responsibili-
ty/expense of evicting any 
tenants or other individuals 
presently in possession of 
the subject premises.

The property will NOT 
be open for inspection 
and Plaintiff makes no 
representation as to the 
condition of the property. 
Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the 
Court file to verify all in-
formation.

IF YOU ARE THE 
MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE IL-
LINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information: Exam-
ine the court file or con-
tact Plaintiff’s attorney: 
Codilis & Associates, P.C., 
15W030 North Frontage 
Road, Suite 100, Burr 
Ridge, IL 60527, (630) 
794-9876. Please refer to 
file number 14-19-12119.
I3166763 

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

April 14, 21 & 28, 2021)
393347

ANNUAL TOWN 
MEETING

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN 

To the legal residents of 
the Township of Stockton 
in the County of JoDaviess 
and State of Illinois, that 
the ANNUAL MEETING 
of said Township will take 
place on Tuesday, April 
20, 2021 being the third 
Tuesday of said month. 
The Town Meeting for 
the transaction of miscel-
laneous business of said 
Township will be held at 
the hour of 7:00 o’clock 
P.M. on said day at Stock-
ton Village Hall and a Mod-
erator having been elected, 
will proceed to hear and 
consider reports of officers 
and decide on such mea-
sures as may, in pursuance 
of law, come before the 
meeting; and especially 
to consider and decide the 
following: Meeting Times, 
Financial Reports, Autho-
rize Transfer of Funds.

Dated this 6th day of 
April, 2021.
SUSAN 
SCHAMBERGER
Town Clerk

(Published in The Scoop 
Today & Shopper’s Guide

April 14, 2021)
393635

W20-0381
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS

U.S. Bank National 
Association, as Trustee 
for J.P. Morgan Mortgage 
Acquisition Corp. 2005-
OPT1, Asset Backed 
Pass-Through Certificates, 
Series 2005-OPT1;
    Plaintiff,
  vs.
Unknown Heirs and 
Legatees of Thomas G. 
Miller a/k/a Thomas Gene 
Miller; Midland Funding 
LLC; Peter Miller; 
Raymond Miller a/k/a 
Raymard Miller; Robert 
Miller; Cynthia Sutherin, 
as Special Representative;
    Defendants.

Case No. 20 CH 35
Judge Presiding

NOTICE OF JUDICIAL 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN, that pursuant to 
a judgment heretofore en-
tered by the said court oc-
curred in the above entitled 
cause, Sheriff of Stephen-

son, Illinois, will on May 
20, 2021, at the hour of 
09:30 AM at Stephenson 
County Courthouse, 1st 
floor, County Board Room, 
15 North Galena Avenue, 
Freeport, IL 61032, sell at 
public auction to the high-
est bidder for cash, all and 
singular, the following de-
scribed real estate in the 
said judgment mentioned, 
situated in the County of 
Stephenson, State of Illi-
nois, or so much thereof as 
shall be sufficient to satisfy 
such judgment to wit:

THE LAND REFERRED 
TO IN THIS COMMIT-
MENT IS DESCRIBED 
AS FOLLOWS:

PART OF THE NORTH 
EAST QUARTER OF THE 
SOUTH EAST QUAR-
TER OF SECTION 20, 
TOWNSHIP 27 NORTH, 
RANGE 8 EAST OF THE 
FOURTH PRINCIPAL 
MERIDIAN DESCRIBED 
AS FOLLOWS:

BEGINNING AT THE 
NORTH EAST CORNER 
OF THE NORTH EAST 
QUARTER OF THE 
SOUTH EAST QUAR-
TER OF SAID SEC-
TION 20, TOWNSHIP 
AND RANGE AFORE-
SAID, AND RUNNING 
THENCE SOUTH ON 
AND ALONG THE EAST 
LINE OF SAID SECTION 
28.28 RODS, THENCE 
WEST PARALLEL 
WITH THE HALF SEC-
TION LINE 28.28 RODS, 
THENCE NORTH PAR-
ALLEL WITH THE EAST 
SECTION LINE, 28.28 
RODS, THENCE EAST 
ON AND ALONG SAID 
HALF SECTION LINE, 
28.28 RODS TO THE 
PLACE OF BEGINNING:

EXCEPT THAT PART 
CONVEYED BY IN-
STRUMENT RECORD-
ED JANUARY 20, 1981 
IN BOOK 10 OF DED-
ICATIONS, PAGE 74 
AS DOCUMENT NO. 
93-9512 TO THE STATE 
OF ILLINOIS, DEPART-
MENT OF TRANSPOR-
TATION.

ALSO EXCEPT:
A PART OF THE 

SOUTHEAST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 20, TOWN-
SHIP 27 NORTH, RANGE 
8 EAST OF THE FOURTH 
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, 
STEPHENSON COUN-
TY, STATE OF ILLINOIS, 
DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS:

COMMENCING AT 
THE NORTHEAST COR-
NER OF THE SOUTH-

EAST QUARTER OF 
SAID SECTION 20; 
THENCE SOUTH 1 DE-
GREE 16 MINUTES 56 
SECONDS EAST, 160.00 
FEET (BEARINGS AS-
SUMED FOR DESCRIP-
TION PURPOSES ONLY) 
ON THE EAST LINE 
OF SAID SOUTHEAST 
QUARTER TO THE 
EASTERLY EXTEN-
SION OF THE NORTH 
LINE OF PREMISES 
CONVEYED TO HOW-
ARD M. FUNK FROM 
JAMES A. RIESE BY 
WARRANTY DEED RE-
CORDED SEPTEMBER 
1, 1994 AS DOCUMENT 
NO. 9852666 IN THE RE-
CORDERS OFFICE OF 
STEPHENSON COUN-
TY; THENCE SOUTH 88 
DEGREES 56 MINUTES 
07 SECONDS WEST, 
33.00 FEET ON SAID 
EASTERLY EXTEN-
SION TO THE WEST-
ERLY RIGHT OF WAY 
LINE OF TOWER ROAD; 
THENCE SOUTH 2 DE-
GREES 17 MINUTES 07 
SECONDS WEST, 120.20 
FEET ON SAID WEST-
ERLY RIGHT OF WAY 
LINE TO THE SOUTH 
LINE OF SAID PREM-
ISES CONVEYED AND 
THE POINT OF BE-
GINNING. FROM THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING, 
THENCE CONTINUING 
SOUTH 2 DEGREES 17 
MINUTES 07 SECONDS 
WEST, 186.94 FEET ON 
SAID WEST RIGHT OF 
WAY LINE; THENCE 
NORTH 2 DEGREES 09 
MINUTES 31 SECONDS 
WEST, 92.32 FEET; 
THENCE NORTH 94.32 
FEET ON A CURVE TO 
THE RIGHT, HAVING 
A RADIUS OF 22,970.00 
FEET, A CENTRAL AN-
GLE OF 0 DEGREES 14 
MINUTES 07 SECONDS 
AND THE LONG CHORD 
OF SAID CURVE BEARS 
NORTH 1 DEGREE 02 
MINUTES 31 SECONDS 
WEST, 94.32 FEET TO 
SOUTHERLY LINE OF 
SAID PREMISES SO 
CONVEYED TO HOW-
ARD M. FUNK; THENCE 
NORTH 88 DEGREES 56 
MINUTES 07 SECONDS 
EAST, 12.65 FEET ON 
SAID SOUTH LINE TO 
THE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING. ALSO EXCEPT, 
LOTS 1, 2, AND 3 OF 
UNRECORDED SUR-
VEY NO. 659, DATED 
NOVEMBER 2, 1955, 
SAID LOTS BEING DE-
SCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

BEGINNING AT THE 
NORTHEAST CORNER 
OF THE SOUTH EAST 
QUARTER OF SAID 
SECTION 20, TOWN-
SHIP AND RANGE 
AFORESAID, AND RUN-
NING THENCE SOUTH 
ON AND ALONG THE 
EAST LINE OF SAID 
SECTION, A DISTANCE 
OF 280 FEET, THENCE 
WEST PARALLEL 
WITH THE HALF SEC-
TION LINE, 173 FEET, 
THENCE NORTH PAR-
ALLEL WITH THE EAST 
SECTION LINE, 279.7 
FEET MORE OR LESS, 
THENCE EAST ON AND 
ALONG SAID HALF 
SECTION LINE, 173 
FEET TO THE PLACE OF 
BEGINNING, SITUATED 
IN LANCASTER TOWN-
SHIP, STEPHENSON 
COUNTY IN THE STATE 
OF ILLINOIS.

C/K/A: 1428 North 
Tower Road, Freeport, IL 
61032

PIN: 07-14-20-400-034
The person to contact 

regarding information re-
garding this property is: 
Sales Dept., The Wirbicki 
Law Group, 33 W. Monroe 
St., Suite 1540, Chicago, 
IL 60603. Any questions 
regarding this sale should 
refer to file number W20-
0381. The terms of the sale 
are Cash. 10% at time of 
sale, with the balance due 
within 24 hours. The prop-
erty is improved by: . The 
Property is not open for in-
spection prior to sale.

The real estate, together 
with all buildings and im-
provements thereon, and 
tenements, hereditament 
and appurtenances there-
unto belonging shall be 
sold under such terms.
The Wirbicki Law 
Group LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
33 W. Monroe St., 
Suite 1540
Chicago, IL 60603
Phone: 312-360-9455
W20-0381
pleadings.il@wirbickilaw.
com
I3167155 

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

April 14, 21 & 28, 2021)
393764

Notice of Public
Hearing

APPLE RIVER-
THOMPSON 

MULTI-TOWNSHIP 
ASSESSMENT 

DISTRICT 
Notice is hereby given 

that a Tentative Budget 
and Appropriation Ordi-
nance for the Apple River 
- Thompson Multi-Town-
ship Assessment District, 
in the county of Jo Da-
viess, State of Illinois, for 
the fiscal year beginning 
April 1, 2021, and ending 
March 31, 2022, will be on 
file and conveniently avail-
able to public inspection by 
appointment at the Apple 
River Township Building, 
303 Hickory Street, Apple 
River, Illinois from and 
after 1:00 P. M., on April 
12th, 2021.

Notice is further given 
hereby that a public hear-
ing on said Budget and Ap-
propriation Ordinance will 
be held at 6:30 PM, May 
10th, 2021 at the Apple 
Canyon Lake Fire Dept. 
building, 2085 South Ap-
ple Canyon Road, and that 
final hearing and action on 
this ordinance will be tak-
en at a meeting to be held 
immediately following the 
hearing.

Dated this 12th day of 
April, 2021.
James C. Goken
Chairman

Richard Miranda
Clerk

(Published in
The Scoop Today 
April 14, 2021)

393622

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

ON ROAD DISTRICT 
BUDGET

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that a Tentative 
Budget and Appropriation 
Ordinance for Road Pur-
poses of the Township of 
Apple River, in the Coun-
ty of Jo Daviess, State of 
Illinois, for the fiscal year 
beginning April 1, 2021 & 
ending March 31, 2022, 
will be on file and conve-
niently available to public 
inspection at the Township 
Building, at 303 Hickory 
St., Apple River, Illinois 
from and after April 12th, 
2021 by appointment.

NOTICE IS FURTHER 
GIVEN HEREBY that 
a public hearing on said 
Budget and Appropriation 
Ordinance will be held at 
7:15 o’clock PM, on the 
12th day of May, 2021, at 
the Apple River Stage-
coach Event Center, 446 
E. Hickory Street, Apple 
River and that final hear-
ing and action on this ordi-
nance will be taken at this 
time.

Continued from previous page

LEGAL NOTICES

Continued on next page
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Commercial • Agricultural
Residential • Industrial • Solar

Nick Wienand • Greg Kline
Call: 815-908-0775 Stockton, IL

388497

Call us for any of your electrical needs

Werhane Total Truck Repair
Straight Trucks - Semis - Dump

Trucks - Farm Type Vehicles
including Farm Tractors

FAIR • FAST • FRIENDLY
• Clutches • Brakes • Welding (Steel & Aluminum) • Electrical 

• Lube & Oil Change • Suspension • King Pins • Transmission & Drive Line 
• Differentials • Tune Ups • Over Hauls • Minor Body Work 

• Tractor-Trailer Wash • Air Conditioning

KEEP US IN MIND FOR ALL YOUR REPAIR NEEDS
Ask for Brian 

Call Now!
815-369-4574

Werhane Enterprises
509 E. Main St. • Lena • 815-369-4574                 2021-4-21-2021-16

392681

SPRING SALES EVENT

490-0489

BIGGEST 
SALE 

OF THE 
YEAR

10240 N. Old Mill Rd. • McConnell, IL 61050
815-541-3348 • heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

0% 
Financing 
Options 

Available
for 

Qualified 
Buyers

Your local Toro Dealer & Master Service Center

393452

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

TnT Lawn Care
reasonable rates

Complete Lawn Mowing Services • Mulching
Dirt Moving • Plug Aeration • Sweeping
Power Brooming • Dump Trailer Rental 

Let us remove gravel from your yard!

Call/text: 815-871-5061 • Winslow, IL

393410

Owners: Don & Amy Visel
Lena, IL 61048
815-369-9036

don@truevine.us
josiah@truvine.us

LANDSCAPING
LAWN CARE

Mowing
Weed Control
Fertilization

Aeration, Lawn Rolling
New Lawns
Rototilling

Landscaping
Tree Trimming

Spring/Fall Cleanup
Yard Sweeping

393299

John 15:5

Lawn Mowing, Winter Gravel Brooming, 
Bush Trimming, Small Tree Trimming,

Power Washing

Reasonable Rates
LENA • 815-541-2745 370687

DeVoe 
License 
& Title 
Service

Call for Appointment
Mon-Fri 

10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Saturday

10 a.m. - noon

216 W. Main • Lena
815-369-5549

368916

393839

Service 
Corner

385630

240 W. Main St., Suite C • Lena, IL
Call for a quote • 815-369-4747

PRICE • COVERAGE • SERVICE

Gretchen
Rackow

Joe
Werhane

• Auto • Motorcycle • Boat • 

• Snowmobile • RV •

• Home • Renters • 

• Condo • Rented Dwelling •  

• Mobile Home •

• Business • Farm • Life • 

www.bussianinsurance.com

Dated this 12th day of 
April, 2021.

Valerie J. Stocks
Town Clerk

(Published in
The Scoop Today 
April 14, 2021)

393623

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

ON TOWNSHIP 
BUDGET

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that a Tentative 
Budget and Appropriation 
Ordinance for the Town of 
Apple River, in the Coun-
ty of JoDaviess, State of 
Illinois, for the fiscal year 
beginning April 1, 2021 & 
ending March 31, 2022, 
will be on file and conve-
niently available to public 
inspection at the Township 
Building, at 303 Hickory 

St., Apple River, Illinois 
from and after April 12th, 
2021 by appointment.

NOTICE IS FURTHER 
GIVEN HEREBY that 
a public hearing on said 
Budget and Appropriation 
Ordinance will be held at 
7:15 o’clock PM, on the 
12th day of May, 2021, at 
the Apple River Stage-
coach Event Center, at 446 
E. Hickory Street, Apple 
River, Illinois and that final 
hearing and action on this 
ordinance will be taken at 
this time.

Dated this 12th day of 
April 2021.
James C. Goken
Supervisor

Valerie J. Stocks 
Town Clerk

(Published in
The Scoop Today 
April 14, 2021)

393625

Continued from previous page

LEGAL NOTICES

Judge declines to dismiss 
lawsuit over indoor dining ban
By Sarah Mansur
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

A Kane County restaurant’s 
legal challenge to Gov. JB 
Pritzker’s ban on indoor din-
ing can continue, a Sangamon 
County judge ruled last week.

Attorneys for Pritzker tried 
to have the lawsuit dismissed 
but Sangamon County Judge 
Raylene Grischow on April 7 
declined to do so. While Gri-
schow decided not to dismiss 
the case, she did not reach a 
decision on the merits of their 
argument.

The lawsuit from FoxFire 
restaurant in Geneva argues 
that Pritzker’s executive order 
requiring bars and restaurants 
to close indoor service, which 
first went into effect last Oc-
tober, should not be allowed 
because it is arbitrary and un-
reasonable.

Pritzker’s attorneys claimed 
that the governor had authority 
to issue his October 2020 ex-
ecutive order under the state 

Emergency Management Act.
The governor’s lawyers 

also argued that Illinois res-
idents who seek to challenge 
Pritzker’s order as beyond the 
limits of his power can take 
action at the ballot box, not 
through the court system.

Grischow disagreed with 
this claim about the court’s 
role to intervene in cases 
where the constitutional lim-
its of the governor’s authority 
are questioned.

“[I]t is this court that must 
ensure the governor does not 
circumvent the constitutional 
confines of his authority,” Gri-
schow wrote in her five-page 
opinion. “This court can in-
quire as to whether the means 
utilized in the execution of a 
power granted are forbidden 
by the constitution.”

Grischow wrote that her 
court has the responsibili-
ty to determine whether the  

STOCK PHOTO The Scoop Today/Shopper’s Guide

 A lawsuit filed on behalf of a Kane County restaurant 
over the governor’s ban on indoor dining continues to 
make its way through the courts.

See JUDGE, Back Page 
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SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday
at 4 pm

MerchandiseEmployment
Real Estate
For Sale/Rent Automobiles For Sale Plumbing Servicesemployment for sale rentals & real estate automotive services offered

 help wanted

 for rent

 transportation

To place an ad in our 
Business & Service

Section...
Call (815) 369-4112

FIND YOUR NEXT JOB 
IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

316524

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing, your hometown newspapers 

serving the stateline has an opening for an experienced 
Media Sales Representative to call on current and new 
accounts in a protected sales territory. 

Growing area with many new businesses, this is a great 
opportunity for the right applicant.

We publish newspapers, shoppers and niche publications 
throughout the stateline. You have the opportunity to sell 
into all Rock Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making 
your paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising

Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

Monroe, WI ColonyBrands.com

MUST BE 
16 YEARS OLD

& Affiliates 

Equal Opportunity Employer 
M/F/D/V/H

800-487-9477

TEXT  to 97211
ColonyJobs

Monday - Friday

8am-4:30pm

ONGOING
SOCIAL DISTANCING
PRACTICES IN PLACE

ALL
SHIFTS

Now Conducting
PHONE INTERVIEWS!

or
VISIT

50

100

+

+
Immediate

Summ�
POSITIONS
AVAILABLE

Apply
Today!

392949

Brewster Cheese has immediate 
openings for Hourly Production 

Employees in all areas of the plant.
We are a 24 hour/day, 7 day/week 

cheese operation.  We are currently in 
need of 2nd and 3rd shift positions at our 

Cheese Manufacturing Facility.  Schedules may vary, but typically 
will be a 6 day on / 2 day off rotation.
Minimum Required Qualifications:

1. High School Diploma or GED
2. Excellent Attendance
3. Strong interpersonal, communication and organization skills, 
must be able to multi-task.

Please fill out an application in person between the hours
 of 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. at the following location:

Brewster Cheese Company, 941 E. North Ave., Stockton,  IL  61085

Resumes can also be sent to StocktonHR@brewstercheese.com  
 
Benefits including Health Insurance, Retirement Plan, Paid Vacation, 

Shift Premium, and Bonus Potential.  Tobacco and Drug Free 
Employer.   Equal Opportunity Employer

Please no phone calls.
393747

Completed applications must be received by no later than April 23, 2021.

Positions are at the Elizabeth Office.

Please see our website at jocarroll.com 
for full job descriptions and to apply online. 

Jo-Carroll Energy is seeking highly motivated, 
detail-oriented, and enthusiastic summer interns 
to join our team.  The ideal candidates are highly 

responsible and have the ability to maintain 
confidentiality and discretion.  Candidates 

must have outstanding communication skills, 
a demonstrated aptitude for working well with 

people, and the desire to contribute to a 
dynamic and fast paced environment.     

R E Q U I R E M E N T S
Must currently be pursuing a degree in a field related to the open positions.

Excellent 
communication skills.
Passion for details.
Hardworking 
and responsible.

R

R

R
R

Engineering 
Assistant 
Electrical preferred

3
Electric Line Crew Assistant2

Broadband Technician Assistant1

Jo-Carroll Energy
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393007

Apartments
LENA 2 BDRM-GROUND 
FLOOR appliances furnished, 
no smoking. $425/mo. 815-369-
2827

HELP WANTED 
(April through October) office 
and guest services 30 - 40 

hours per week.
Call 815-369-2612 or pick up 
an application at Lena KOA

10982 Hwy 20 West
Lena, IL 61048 393797

 for sale
Announcements

CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Lawn & Garden
FOR SALE: WATERFORD Like 
new 2019 Cub Cadet Riding 
Lawn Mower. Model # CC304. 
Call and leave number for ap-
pointment. 262-514-3756.

Wanted to Buy
RETIRED MAN WOULD like 
to have a similar bike he had in 
1983.  Harley Davidson Shovel-
head 1975 to 1984.  Low Rider 
or Superglide.  Running or not & 
parts okay.  Call 608-558-7612 or 
608-934-5562.

Automobiles
2007 MERCEDES BENZ R350 
134,000 mi., new tires & battery, 
clean, runs good. $7,500 OBO 
Stephanie  815-319-0555

2008 SATURN AURA 136,000 
mi., very clean. Gramma’s car. 
$5,500 262-857-2939

2010 FORD FLEX 117K, excel-
lent condition, all options, elderly 
owned. $8,900. 773-401-0208.

Automobiles 
Wanted

TOP DOLLAR FOR YOUR FULL 
SIZE JUNK TRUCKS & SUV’s. 
Haul away 7 days a week. 262-
758-1807

Boats
1996 PRO CRAFT V180 COM-
BO W/TRAILER 18ft. fiberglass 
boat. 150hp Mariner, 10” depth 
finder w/side imaging, 60lb 
thrust. 24 volt autopilot trolling 
motor, 2 live wells, great shape, 
some scratches in fiberglass. 
$6,500 OBO. 815-979-0793.

Campers and RVs
2019 JAYCO CAMPER Excel-
lent condition. All specs can be 
found online google, 2019 Jay 
Flight 32BHDS. $28,500. Text 
262-210-4908.

2020 COACHMAN CATALINA 
Legacy Edition 30 footer. Used 
once, excellent cond. $22,000 
OBO Call or text 414-791-1277

Farm Machinery
47 FARMAL CUB, wheel 
weights, plow, cultivator & rear 
pulley. $2,500. 262-534-6287.

52 CASE DC, good metal, tires, 
Eagle hitch top link. $1,500. 262-
534-6287.

CUB LOWBOY 154 Underbelly 
mower. Extra tires, belts & parts. 
$3,600. 262-822-7895.

Motorcycles
2006 HARLEY DAVIDSON 
Ultra classic, loaded, best of 
everything, custom paint, low 
mi., $30,000 invested, asking 
$10,500 OBO. 262-930-4618.

 real estate
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial 
status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number 
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OP-
PORTUNITY
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Rock ValleyPublishing LLC

Find local news online: rvpnews.com • indreg.com 

Weekly news including:

The Journal • The Herald • The Gazette • Tempo • The Shopper

The Independent-Register • The Clinton Topper • McHenry County News 

Belvidere Republican • The Scoop Today • The Shopper’s Guide

Your community in your hands...

H Community News 
H Police Beat
H Local News

H Upcoming Events

H Church News
H Legals

H Auctions
H Classifieds

393873
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE 15TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

JO DAVIESS COUNTY - 
GALENA, ILLINOIS

HOME POINT FINANCIAL 
CORPORATION
    Plaintiff,
  -v.-
DANIELLE M HOPPMAN-
KOCH A/K/A DANIELLE MARIE 
HOPPMAN-KOCH, A/K/A 
DANIELLE MARIE HOPPMAN, 
RUDI J KOCH A/K/A RUDI 
JOSEPH KOCH, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS
    Defendant

19 CH 30
NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure and Sale 
entered in the above cause on 
March 13, 2020, an agent for The 
Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 
1:30 PM on April 29, 2021, at the 
office of Vincent Roth Toepfer & 
Leinen PC, 11406 U.S. Route 20 
W, Galena, IL, 61036, sell at a 
public sale to the highest bidder, 
as set forth below, the following 
described real estate:

Commonly known as 1012 
RIDGE STREET, GALENA, IL 
61036

Property Index No. 22-101-414-
10

The real estate is improved with 
a white vinyl siding, 1.5 split level 
single family home, attached two 
car garage.

Sale terms: 25% down of the 
highest bid by certified funds at 
the close of the sale payable to 
The Judicial Sales Corporation.  
No third party checks will be 
accepted. The balance, includ-
ing the Judicial Sale fee for the 
Abandoned Residential Property 
Municipality Relief Fund, which 
is calculated on residential real 
estate at the rate of $1 for each 
$1,000 or fraction thereof of the 
amount paid by the purchaser 
not to exceed $300, in certified 
funds/or wire transfer, is due 
within twenty-four (24) hours. No 
fee shall be paid by the mortgag-
ee acquiring the residential real 
estate pursuant to its credit bid 
at the sale or by any mortgagee, 
judgment creditor, or other lien-
or acquiring the residential real 
estate whose rights in and to the 
residential real estate arose prior 
to the sale. The subject property 
is subject to general real estate 
taxes, special assessments, or 
special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as 
to quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to Plaintiff and 
in “AS IS” condition. The sale is 
further subject to confirmation by 
the court.

Upon payment in full of the 
amount bid, the purchaser will re-
ceive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to 
the real estate after confirmation 
of the sale.

The property will NOT be open 
for inspection and plaintiff makes 
no representation as to the con-
dition of the property. Prospective 
bidders are admonished to check 
the court file to verify all informa-
tion.

If this property is a condominium 
unit, the purchaser of the unit at 

the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assess-
ments and the legal fees required 
by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)
(4). If this property is a condomini-
um unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale 
other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The 
Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAG-
OR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identifi-
cation issued by a government 
agency (driver’s license, pass-
port, etc.) in order to gain entry 
into our building and the foreclo-
sure sale room in Cook County 
and the same identification for 
sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration conducts foreclosure sales.

MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT 
PIERCE, LLC Plaintiff’s Attor-
neys, One North Dearborn Street, 
Suite 1200, Chicago, IL, 60602. 
Tel No. (312) 346-9088.
THE JUDICIAL SALES 
CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th 
Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-4650 
(312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial 
Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.
com for a 7 day status report of 
pending sales.
MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT 
PIERCE, LLC
One North Dearborn Street, 
Suite 1200
Chicago IL, 60602
312-346-9088
E-Mail: pleadings@mccalla.com
Attorney File No. 20-04513IL
Attorney ARDC No. 61256
Case Number: 19 CH 30
TJSC#: 41-418
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt 
Collection Practices Act, you are 
advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector at-
tempting to collect a debt and any 
information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 19 CH 30
I3166417

(Published in The Scoop Today
March 31, April 7 & 14, 2021)

392941

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE 15TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON COUNTY - 
FREEPORT, ILLINOIS

Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
    PLAINTIFF
  Vs.
Nicole L. Garrett; et. al.
    DEFENDANTS

No. 2019CH76
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure and Sale 
entered in the above cause on 
03/23/2021, the Sheriff of Ste-
phenson County, Illinois will on 
May 20, 2021 at the hour of 9:30 
AM at Stephenson County Court-
house

15 North Galena Avenue 1st 
Floor, West door of courthouse 
Freeport, IL 61032, or in a place 
otherwise designated at the time 
of sale, County of Stephenson 
and State of Illinois, sell at public 
auction to the highest bidder for 
cash, as set forth below, the fol-
lowing described real estate:

PIN 07-14-27-327-004
(89-07-14-27-327-001; 89-07-

14-27-327-002)
Improved with Residential
COMMONLY KNOWN AS:  

2243 E River Rd Freeport, IL 
61032

Sale terms: 10% down of the 
highest bid by certified funds at the 
close of the auction; The balance, 
including the Judicial sale fee for 
Abandoned Residential Property 
Municipality Relief Fund, which 
is calculated at the rate of $1 for 
each $1,000 or fraction thereof of 
the amount paid by the purchaser 
not to exceed $300, in certified 
funds, is due within twenty-four 
(24) hours. The subject property 
is subject to general real estate 
taxes, special assessments, or 
special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as 
to quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to Plaintiff and 
in “AS IS” condition. The sale is 
further subject to confirmation by 
the court.

If the property is a condominium 
and the foreclosure takes place 
after 1/1/2007, purchasers oth-
er than the mortgagees will be 
required to pay any assessment 
and legal fees due under The 
Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).

If the property is located in a 
common interest community, 
purchasers other than mortgag-
ees will be required to pay any 
assessment and legal fees due 
under the Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

If the sale is set aside for any 
reason, the Purchaser at the sale 
shall be entitled only to a return of 
the deposit paid. The Purchaser 
shall have no further recourse 
against the Mortgagor, the Mort-
gagee or the Mortgagee’s attor-
ney.

Upon payment in full of the 
amount bid, the purchaser shall 
receive a Certificate of Sale, 
which will entitle the purchaser 
to a Deed to the real estate af-
ter Confirmation of the sale. The 
successful purchaser has the sole 
responsibility/expense of evicting 
any tenants or other individuals 
presently in possession of the 
subject premises.

The property will NOT be open 
for inspection and Plaintiff makes 
no representation as to the con-
dition of the property. Prospective 
bidders are admonished to check 
the Court file to verify all informa-
tion.

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAG-
OR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information: Examine the 
court file or contact Plaintiff’s 
attorney: Codilis & Associates, 

P.C., 15W030 North Frontage 
Road, Suite 100, Burr Ridge, IL 
60527, (630) 794-9876. Please 
refer to file number 14-19-12119.
I3166763 

(Published in The Shopper’s 
Guide April 14, 21 & 28, 2021)

393348

W20-0381
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 

THE 15TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
STEPHENSON COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
U.S. Bank National Association, 
as Trustee for J.P. Morgan 
Mortgage Acquisition Corp. 
2005-OPT1, Asset Backed 
Pass-Through Certificates, 
Series 2005-OPT1;
    Plaintiff,
  vs.
Unknown Heirs and Legatees of 
Thomas G. Miller a/k/a Thomas 
Gene Miller; Midland Funding 
LLC; Peter Miller; Raymond 
Miller a/k/a Raymard Miller; 
Robert Miller; Cynthia Sutherin, 
as Special Representative;
    Defendants.

Case No. 20 CH 35
Judge Presiding

NOTICE OF JUDICIAL SALE OF 
REAL ESTATE

MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 

that pursuant to a judgment here-
tofore entered by the said court 
occurred in the above entitled 
cause, Sheriff of Stephenson, Illi-
nois, will on May 20, 2021, at the 
hour of 09:30 AM at Stephenson 
County Courthouse, 1st floor, 
County Board Room, 15 North 
Galena Avenue, Freeport, IL 
61032, sell at public auction to the 
highest bidder for cash, all and 
singular, the following described 
real estate in the said judgment 
mentioned, situated in the County 
of Stephenson, State of Illinois, or 
so much thereof as shall be suffi-
cient to satisfy such judgment to 
wit:

C/K/A: 1428 North Tower Road, 
Freeport, IL 61032

PIN: 07-14-20-400-034
The person to contact regarding 

information regarding this prop-
erty is: Sales Dept., The Wirbicki 
Law Group, 33 W. Monroe St., 
Suite 1540, Chicago, IL 60603. 
Any questions regarding this sale 
should refer to file number W20-
0381. The terms of the sale are 
Cash. 10% at time of sale, with 
the balance due within 24 hours. 
The property is improved by: . The 
Property is not open for inspection 
prior to sale.

The real estate, together with 
all buildings and improvements 
thereon, and tenements, heredita-
ment and appurtenances thereun-
to belonging shall be sold under 
such terms.
The Wirbicki Law Group LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
33 W. Monroe St., Suite 1540
Chicago, IL 60603
Phone: 312-360-9455
W20-0381
pleadings.il@wirbickilaw.com
I3167155 

(Published in The Shopper’s 
Guide April 14, 21 & 28, 2021)

393765

REAL ESTATE LEGAL NOTICES

We certainly have been 
lucky with beautiful weather. 
It is so nice to go outside with-
out a heavy coat. The lawn is 
green and the trees are budding. 
My allergies have kicked up, 
so I know spring is here. This 
week’s recipes continue to fea-
ture some uses for leftovers and 
some old favorites.

Olive Nut Spread
When I was looking through 

old cookbooks and my recipe 
box, I came across this tradi-
tional olive spread. We had the 
chopped olive spread at the Red 
Barn when I worked there. This 
is an easy one to make; it makes 
a great spread for sandwiches 
and on crackers or pita or bagel 
chips.

6 oz. softened cream cheese
½ C. mayonnaise
½ C. chopped pecans
1 C. sliced salad olives
2 T. olive juice
Dash of pepper
In a bowl, mix the cream 

cheese and mayo thoroughly.  
Add the pecans, olives, olive 
juice and pepper and blend 
until all the ingredients are in-
corporated. Refrigerate at least 
two hours or until spread is set.  
Use as a spread on sandwiches 
or as an easy appetizer on Ritz 
(or any butter crackers.)

Asian Slaw with Ham and 
Ramen Noodles

If you have some of the left-
over Easter ham, this salad is 
a great way to use it. You will 
like the crunchiness of the sal-
ad.

1 pkg. coleslaw mix (14 oz.)
1 C. thinly sliced ham
1 C. sliced red bell peppers
¼ C. sliced green onions
3 T. rice vinegar
2 T. sesame oil or olive oil
1 T. Sriracha sauce
1 T. minced ginger
2 t. brown sugar
Crushed ramen noodles
Combine the coleslaw, ham, 

bell peppers and onions in a 
bowl. In a small bowl, whisk 
the vinegar, oil, sriracha, ginger 
and brown sugar. Toss the cole-
slaw mixture with the dressing 
to coat and top with ramen noo-
dles (Save the flavor packet for 
another use.)

Broccoli Noodles and 
Cheese Casserole

I was looking for a side other 
than rice or potatoes the other 
day, and I came across this noo-
dle recipe. It was great because 
it also had a veggie in it. I had 
it with a pork chop, and it was 
great.

1 pkg. (16 oz.) egg noodles

1 head of broccoli, cut into 
florets

2 C. cottage cheese
2 C. shredded cheddar cheese
Preheat the oven to 350. 

Bring a large pot of lightly salt-
ed water to a boil. Add pasta 
and cook for eight to 10 min-
utes or al dente; drain.  Place 
broccoli in pot and cover with 
water. Bring to a boil and turn 
down heat. Steam the broccoli 
until bright green and tender, 
five to 10 minutes. Drain and 
cover with cold water to stop 
the cooking. Drain again and 
combine the broccoli, pasta 
and cottage cheese in a bowl. 
Transfer to a 2-quart greased 
baking dish. Sprinkle pasta 
mixture with shredded cheese 
and bake for 10 to 12 minutes 
until cheese is bubbly.

Ham and Asparagus 
Casserole

Ham seems to be theme this 
week, and this is another way 
to use up the Easter ham. As-
paragus is appearing at grocery 
stores for a pretty reasonable 
price. Enjoy this great combi-
nation. I use Ritz crackers for 
the buttery crackers. You can 
substitute mostaccioli or riga-
toni for the ziti pasta. Serve it 
with salad and bread, and you 
have a great meal in a short 
time.

1 T. oil
1 C. chopped carrot
1 lb. fresh asparagus, 

trimmed and cut into 1-inch 
pieces

1 C. sliced fresh mushrooms
½ lb. ham, cut into ½-inch 

pieces
1 can cream of celery soup
1 can cream of chicken soup
1 C. frozen peas, thawed
1 C. sour cream
½ C. milk
1 t. salt
5 C. ziti pasta, cooked ac-

cording to package directions.
1 sleeve of buttery round 

crackers, crushed 
¼ C. unsalted butter, melted
Preheat the oven to 350. 

Spray a 9-by-13 pan with bak-
ing spray. In a large skillet, heat 
oil over medium-high heat. Add 
carrot; cook, stirring frequently, 
for one minute. Add asparagus 
and mushrooms; cook, stirring 
frequently, for two minutes. 
Add asparagus and mushrooms 
and cook, stirring frequently, 
for two minutes.

In a large bowl, stir together 
vegetables, ham, soups, peas, 
sour cream, milk and salt until 
well combined. Stir in drained 
pasta. Pour into prepared pan.

In a small bowl, stir togeth-
er crushed crackers and melted 
butter; sprinkle over casserole. 
Bake until heated through, 35 
to 40 minutes.  Let stand 10 
minutes before serving.

Hawaiian Cake
I had a yellow cake mix 

that needed to be used, and 
I remembered a cake that I  

From Lena’s kitchen
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See KITCHEN, Back Page 
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• Judge   (Continued from page 12)

governor’s “implementation 
of the business shutdowns 
and/or restrictions were arbi-
trary and unreasonable.”

Her opinion also recog-
nized that the restaurant 
“bears a heavy burden to es-
tablish that (the governor’s) 
actions were clearly arbitrary 
and unreasonable.”

Pritzker said he has “confi-
dence that we have followed 
the rules and followed the 
law,” in response to a re-
porter’s question about Gri-
schow’s decision at a news 
conference April 8.

“The legal challenge that 
you’re referring to, as you 
know, there have been a 
number of right-wing orga-
nizations that have stoked 

some of these lawsuits and 
they continue to try to poke 
and prod to find something, 
anything. They’ve lost at ev-
ery turn. You know, this is 
just another one of those cas-
es,” Pritzker said at an event 
in suburban Cook County. 
“Nearly every court, you 
know, has confirmed that and 
where they haven’t, they’ve 
been overturned.”

Kevin Nelson, one of Fox-
Fire’s attorneys, said in an 
email his client is not “some 
‘right wing’ organization as 
the Governor claims but a 
family-owned small busi-
ness, which, was almost put 
out of business by his uncon-
stitutional and unprecedented 
actions.”

Nelson criticized Pritzker 
for leaving small businesses, 
like FoxFire, “out in the cold 
this winter.” 

“The citizens of this state 
need to be made aware that 
their governor argues in 
Court that he can shut down 
small businesses indefinitely 
during an emergency,” Nel-
son said in the email. “Last 
week Pritzker’s lawyers 
went further and argued to 
Judge Grischow that there 
is nothing the citizenry, nor 
even the court system, can do 
about it other than ‘vote him 
out of office.’ Thankfully, 
yet another Illinois judge dis-
agreed with him. If FoxFire 
represents a ‘conspiracy,’ we 
live in a scary reality. Fox-

Fire’s specialty is fine dining, 
not votes. FoxFire will stick 
to fine dining and leave the 
mismanagement of our state 
to Mr. Pritzker.” 

Grischow’s decision issued 
April 7 is the latest develop-
ment in the legal challenge to 
the governor’s executive or-
der raised by FoxFire, which 
has remained open to indoor 
service while its lawsuit is 
pending.

The restaurant won an ear-
ly victory in October when a 
Kane County judge granted 
the restaurant’s request for a 
temporary restraining order 
that allowed FoxFire to ig-
nore the new indoor dining 
restrictions contained in the 
executive order.

The 2nd District Appellate 
Court overruled the Kane 
County judge’s decision in 
November, rejecting Fox-
Fire’s arguments that Pritz-
ker is limited, under state 
law, to issue one 30-day di-
saster proclamation, and also 
does not have the power to 
order businesses closed.

Following that appellate 
court decision, the FoxFire 
case was consolidated in 
Sangamon County court with 
several other cases challeng-
ing the indoor dining ban. 

Currently, FoxFire is the last 
of these cases opposing the 
indoor dining ban remaining 
in Sangamon County.

FoxFire’s attorneys have 
also filed an appeal direct-
ly with the Illinois Supreme 
Court, which has not yet 
weighed in on this case.

The next hearing in this 
case is scheduled for April 
28.

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state gov-
ernment.

• Kitchen   (Continued from page 15)

made a long time ago. It has a 
great combination of pudding, 
whipped topping, coconut and 
pecans. I made it in 2 pans (8-
by-8) that were aluminum. I 
can’t eat it all, so it is easy to 
give it away this way. I didn’t 
put the coconuts and nuts on 
one, and gave it away to people 
who aren’t great fans of either. 
I love the cake with all its good-
ies. Enjoy my walk in the past.

1 pkg. yellow cake mix
2 C. milk
2 small pkgs. instant vanilla 

pudding mix
1 pkg. (8 oz.) cream cheese 

softened
1 carton (8 oz.) Cool Whip, 

thawed
1 can (20 oz.) crushed pine-

apple, drained
½ C. sweetened shredded 

coconut
½ C. chopped pecans
Prepare cake mix according 

to package directions. Pour into 
a greased 9-by-13 pan and bake 
at 350 for 30 to 35 minutes or 
until a toothpick comes out 
clean. Cool completely.

Spread a thin coating of the 
Cool Whip on cake. Spread the 
pineapple over Cool Whip.

In a large bowl, combine 
milk and pudding mixes; beat 
in cream cheese until smooth. 
Fold in remaining Cool Whip. 
Spread over pineapple. Top 
with coconut and pecans.

Refrigerate for at least three 
hours or overnight. Store left-
overs in the refrigerator.  Note: 
Do not use a yellow cake mix 
with pudding in the cake.

Carrot Sheet Cake
If you want carrot cake for a 

crowd, this cake will help you 
do the job. If you don’t have nut 
lovers, you can skip the nuts in 
both the cake and frosting. It is 
almost as good as pumpkin bars 
in the fall!

4 large eggs at room tem-
perature 

1 C. canola oil
2 C. sugar
2 C. flour
2 t. baking soda
¼ t. baking powder
2 t. cinnamon
½ t. salt
3 C. shredded carrots
2/3 C. chopped nuts
Frosting:
1 pkg. (8 oz.) cream cheese, 

softened
½ C. butter, softened
1 t. vanilla 
4 C. powdered sugar
2/3 C. chopped nuts
Preheat the oven to 350. In 

a bowl, beat eggs, oil and sug-
ar until smooth. In a separate 
bowl, combine flour, baking 
soda, baking powder, cinnamon 
and salt. Add to egg mixture 
and beat well. Stir in carrots 
and nuts. Pour into a greased 
jelly roll pan (15-by-10-by-1). 
Bake until a toothpick inserted 
in the center comes out clean, 
about 35 minutes. Cool on a 
wire rack.  

Beat cream cheese, butter 
and vanilla in a mixing bowl 
until smooth. Beat in powdered 
sugar. Spread over cake and 
sprinkle with nuts.  

Final thoughts
The yard people have been 

busy with raking and cleaning 
out the flowerbeds. My tu-
lips have erupted on my bank, 
and I think I have daffodils 
blooming. I really can’t (and 
shouldn’t) be roaming my yard 
with my walker.  The uneven 
ground is an accident waiting to 
happen. I have a couple of lawn 
chairs out, so I can sit in the sun 
and feel the warmth.

I am grateful for the lawn 
people I have because obvi-
ously I can’t do the upkeep by 
myself. I am also grateful that 
I live in a small town where I 
know the people who do these 
services. Several of them are 
my former students.  I am glad 
to help them out as they have a 
small business that needs to be 
supported. 

I also am fully vaccinated 
and have done the two weeks. 
One of my joys over Easter 
was to worship in person at my 
church. As I slowly move back 
to a life pre-COVID, it is won-
derful to see people in person. I 
continue to be careful where I 
go, and I wear my mask. I hope 
you all have a good week as we 
creep into spring. Stay safe and 
healthy.

If you have found any spring 
recipes, contact us in person, by 
mail at From Lena’s Kitchens, 
Shopper’s Guide, 240 W. Main 
St., Lena, IL 61048 or email 
us at scoopshopper@rvpublish 
ing.com. 
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