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‘Bridge’ phase gets 
underway as state seeks 
to incentivize vaccination
Pfizer vaccine 
open to youths 
age 12-15; Pritzker 
will revise mask 
mandate
By Jerry Nowicki
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

The state is opening vacci-
nations to Illinoisans ages 12 
to 15, and a major theme park 
operator is offering 50,000 
free admission tickets in an 
effort to encourage vaccina-
tion in that age group. 

That news came as the gov-
ernor’s office confirmed the 
state is entering the “bridge” 

phase of expanded reopening 
amid decreasing transmission 
rates, while first-time unem-
ployment claims increased 
from the prior week and con-
tinued claims dropped.  

As of May 13, more than 4.6 
million Illinoisans — or 36.5 
percent of the state’s popula-
tion — were fully vaccinated, 
with 10.1 million doses ad-
ministered statewide. Almost 
58 percent of the state’s age 
16-and-over population had 
received at least one dose of 
the vaccine, according to the 
Illinois Department of Public 
Health. 

See PHASE, Page 3

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

The Pearl City Wolves are 
off to a 4-4 start in their 2021 
spring baseball season. Like 
many teams, the Wolves lack 
experience at the varsity level. 

Following an 8-10 2019 

season that came to an end in 
the Regional Championship, 
the Wolves went nearly two 
years before stepping on the 
field again for a competitive 
event.

 Pearl City’s roster is not 
only filled with new faces, 

but a new face is in charge 
in first-year head coach Ryne 
Plager. The 2021 season has 
served as a learning curve for 
not only the players, but for 
coach Plager as well. At 4-4, 
the team continues to find its 
identity on the field, while 
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Welcome to the honor society
 The newest members of the Pearl City High School National Honor Society chapter were inducted May 12.  
Pictured in the front from left are Addison Bremmer, Jordan Johnson, Brea Musser and Cheyenne Handsaker. 
In the back row from left are Nathan Brinkmeier, Ben Bremmer, Laine Rosenstiel and Cody Pitts. The mem-
bers were chosen based on high personal standards of scholarship, leadership, character and service. Joel 
Zink serves as the faculty adviser.

Orangeville 
baseball on a 
roll this season
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

The Orangeville Broncos 
varsity baseball squad set out 
to be one of the best teams in 
the Northwest Upstate Illi-
ni-East Conference, and they 
have done that so far in 2021.  

 It was a bumpy start, as the 
team split games against Pearl 
City and suffered a 9-5 loss to 
East Dubuque, leaving them 
with a 2-2 record to start the 
season. Since then, the team 
has caught fire, winning four 
games in a row prior to their 
May 14 matchup with River 
Ridge-Scales Mound. 

 The winning streak be-
gan May 6, when Orangeville 
beat Durand-Pecatonica 8-3 
to complete the season sweep 
over the Rivermen. On May 
7, the Broncos faced off with 
the Galena Pirates in what is 
possibly the toughest game 
they have played this season.  
The Broncos jumped out to a 
7-0 lead, but the Pirates would 
slowly fight their way back.  

 In the top of the seventh in-
ning, Galena posted two runs to 
take a 12-10 lead.  Orangeville 
was just three outs away from 
blowing their big lead to start 
the game.  Galena’s pitcher 
would hit two batters to start 
the inning, however, giving the 
Broncos just enough hope. 

Moments later, back-to-back 
walks loaded the bases and, 
eventually, walked a run in to 
cut the Pirate lead to one.  Zach 
Baker then came through with 
a single to center field, allow-
ing Ryan Guy and Jake Doyle 
to score for the 13-12 walk-off 
win.  

It may not have been the ide-
al situation for the Broncos and 
head coach Andrew Janecke, 
but it was exciting, nonethe-
less. 

Baker led the team offen-
sively, going 3-5 with three 
RBIs and two runs scored. 
Both Doyle and Carson Rote 
finished with two RBIs each.   Pearl City baseball holding its own in fast-moving season

suffering some growing pains 
along the way. 

“As a first-year head coach, 
I am hoping our players keep 
improving as the season goes 
and that we can build our 
pitching,” Plager said. 

Taking over as a head coach 
comes with a lot of responsi-
bility and it can be a little 
hectic, but that is even more 
true for teams going through 
a transition during the jam-
packed 2021 spring sports 
schedule. 

“With football ending on a 
Friday and playing our first 
game the following Tuesday, 
we did not get a lot of team 
practices in,” the coach said.  

Despite losing two senior 
classes since they last played 
and the lack of experience, 
Pearl City has talent they can 
build around in a trio of se-
niors in catcher/pitcher Caden 
Kuberski, first baseman/pitch-
er Jase Sheffey and outfielder 

See BASEBALL, Page 8

See PEARL CITY, Page 16
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815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks
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is turning

   90
Send birthday cards and wishes

to his daughter, Marcia Pax:

ON
MAY 28TH!

11501 West Howardsville, Road
Lena, Illinois 61048

FRANK EDLER

Dental team ready to assist caregivers
Whether you are caring for 

an elderly parent, someone 
with developmental disabili-
ties or someone who is ill or 
has been injured, providing 
dental care for another can 
feel daunting. It is important 
that you know that you have 
a support team in your den-
tist and hygienist. They can 
help you to develop a routine 
that both you and your loved 
one are comfortable with.

When faced with a diag-
nosis of Parkinson’s, Alzhei-
mer’s or any other condition 
associated with dementia, 
we know that it will become 
increasingly difficult to per-
form dental treatments as 
the disease progresses. For 
this reason it is important to 
make an appointment with 
your dentist for a complete 
oral exam. This allows any 
necessary treatment to be 
performed and the dental 
team to provide assistance to 
both the patient and caregiver 
in establishing a preventative 
oral care routine at home.

 The following will help 
you to provide effective, pre-
ventative oral care for your 
loved ones who may need 
partial or full assistance in 
maintaining their oral health. 
This is a critical responsibil-
ity because oral health pro-
motes overall health.

A consistent approach
Every person’s needs are 

unique, so you will need to 
start where they are at. As 

their needs change, whether 
improving as they recuperate 
from their injuries or tem-
porary illness or lessening 
as their physical and mental 
capabilities decline, your 
dental team can offer support 
and education to assist you in 
your role as caretaker. 

Your loved one may initial-
ly require nothing more than 
guidance or require total care 
with choking precautions. 
Whatever the case, all will 
benefit from an established 
routine where oral care takes 
place at the same time (after 
breakfast and before bed), 
in the same place and in the 
same order. This has been 
shown to decrease anxiety 
and increase compliance, 
especially in those with de-
velopmental disabilities and 
dementia. You may want to 
play music or use some other 
visual or auditory cue to es-
tablish that it’s time to clean 
their teeth to stay healthy. 

Preparation is key
Make it easy on yourself 

by gathering everything you 
need prior to the cue to start. 
Keep in mind that oral care 
can be provided bedside, in a 

wheelchair or wherever your 
particular situation warrants.

You will need an oversized 
towel to cover the chest, a 
glass of water, a rinse basin, a 
toothbrush with a small head 
and soft bristles or a power 
toothbrush, fluoride tooth-
paste, floss in a floss holder 
and any mouth rinse or MI 
paste that your dentist has 
prescribed. It is often easier 
to use a bendable straw with 
the water. Your dentist or 
hygienist can assist you by 
demonstrating and adjusting 
the routine as mobility and 
cognition lessens. 

Take care of dentures
Don’t forget their dentures 

or partial dentures. These 
need to be rinsed off at every 
meal and cleaned and stored 
every night following your 
dentist’s instructions. Never 
leave dentures in the mouth 
overnight as this can cause 
bacteria to build up and 
cause mouth infections and/
or sores.

After the denture is re-
moved for the night, brush 
the gums and tongue with 
a soft bristled toothbrush. 
Then have them rinse with 
water or their prescribed 
rinse.

Regular dental visits will 
be necessary to make sure 
that the denture fits proper-
ly, the oral tissues remain 
healthy and there are no 
signs of oral cancer.

Pay attention to 
scheduling

Schedule dental exams at 
times best suitable for the 
individual’s needs. For in-
stance, some patients with 
developmental disabilities 
may grow anxious if their 
routine is disrupted or be-
come afraid around crowds. 
They may benefit from being 
scheduled as the first patient 
of the day or the first after 
lunch. Since they find com-
fort in routine, they will of-
ten be more cooperative if 
scheduled with the same hy-
gienist and dental assistant.

They may also benefit by 
being allowed to cuddle a 
comfort item, such as a doll 
or blanket and by listening 
to their favorite music or the 
music played at home during 
their daily oral care.

Late afternoon or evening 
appointments should also be 
avoided in patients who tire 
more easily as the day wears 
on. 

Caregivers should be 
aware that people with spe-
cial needs often cannot effec-
tively communicate if they 
are experiencing dental pain 
or decay. Preventative care 
is critical to maintain oral 
and overall health. Your den-
tal team is here to help you 
meet the challenges of being 
a caregiver.

Dr. Stephen Petras is an Il-
linois-licensed general den-
tist at the Stockton Dental 
Center.

Health officials advise caution 
as pandemic restrictions ease

FHN President and CEO 
Mark Gridley and FHN Fam-
ily Counseling Center senior 
clinical case manager Wendy 
McGath talk about the area’s 
vaccination progress and 
“opening up” safely in the 
latest FHN COVID-19 up-
date video.

To view the video and 
previous pandemic-related 
videos, go online to fhn.org/
coronavirus.

 About 27 percent of 
the general population has 
been vaccinated against 
COVID-19, Gridley said, ref-
erencing Stephenson County 
Health Department statistics. 

More than 70 percent of the 
age 65 and older population 
has received their vaccina-
tions, and anyone age 18 and 
up can now get an appoint-
ment to get vaccinated.

 “Anyone can schedule 
an appointment for their 
COVID-19 vaccination at 
www.fhn.org,” Gridley said. 
“All available FHN appoint-
ments are listed on the ap-
pointment request page, and 
there are plenty of open spots, 
so we encourage everyone to 
sign up and get their shot.”

 Along with getting vacci-
nated, Gridley and McGath 
both urge people to be care-

ful and keep following pan-
demic safety protocols, even 
as restaurants and business-
es across northwest Illinois 
open up.

 “It might be difficult for 
people to keep staying home, 
now that COVID-19 numbers 
are down and vaccinations 
are available,” McGath said. 
“But we’re asking that peo-
ple stay cautious and keep 
following the COVID-19 
hygiene protocols just a little 
while longer, until we’re all 
sure it’s safe.”

 McGath said that people 
who have been vaccinated 
can feel safe gathering, with-

out wearing masks, in small 
groups with other people 
who have received the vac-
cine. Everyone, regardless 
of their vaccination status, 
should continue to follow 
the CDC guidelines — wear 
a mask when you’re out in 
public, keep 6 feet away from 
others and maintain good 
hand hygiene by washing and 
sanitizing hands often, offi-
cials said.

 “We’re all still in this to-
gether,” McGath said. “We 
all still need to protect the 
people who are most vul-
nerable for just a little while 
longer.” 

Highland Community 
College names vice 

president
The Highland Community College 

Board of Trustees has hired David 
Naze as vice president/chief academic 
officer, Academic Services. 
Naze most recently served as dean 
of arts and sciences at Joliet Junior 
College and has 20 years of community 
college and higher education 
experience as a faculty member and 
executive-level administrator. 

“Dr. Naze has been involved in 
all aspects of making sure the needs of the students 
are met through course scheduling, academic 
programming, curriculum management, faculty 
development and concurrent enrollment,” according 
to a college news release. “He is a great believer in 
cultivating strong relationships built on trust, inclusion, 
transparency and support.”

A Rockford native, Naze received an associate’s 
degree from Rock Valley College and bachelor of arts 
and master of arts degrees in communication studies 
from Northern Illinois University. He received his 
doctor of philosophy from Indiana University in 2012. 

 Naze fills the position previously held by Chris 
Kuberski, who was promoted to president in July 2020. 
Naze was selected from a field of 76 applicants as part 
of a nationwide search that began in August 2020.

David 
Naze

A roundup of high school 
sports scores and notes re-
ceived by The Scoop Today/
Shopper’s Guide. All scores 
are for varsity games unless 
noted.

Baseball
• May 10: Le-Win de-

feated River Ridge Scales 
Mound, 10-0

Brett Lane pitched five 
scoreless innings for Le-
Win, along with chipping 
in three RBIs. Luke Benson 
and Maddex Sargent each 
had two RBIs for Le-Win.

• May 11: Orangeville de-
feated Le-Win, 9-4

Hayden Roth pitched six 
innings for Orangeville, 
holding the Panthers to only 
one run during that stretch. 
Roth had 13 strikeouts.

Carson Rote and Zach 
Baker each had two RBIs 
for Orangeville and Max 
Amendt had two RBIs for 
Le-Win.

• May 12: East Dubuque 
defeated Le-Win, 7-3

Max Amendt had two hits 
and two RBIs for Le-Win. 
Drew Streckwald and Wes 
Offerman shared pitching 
duties for Le-Win; Streck-
wald had four strikeouts.

• May 13: Orangeville de-
feated Le-Win, 7-2

Orangeville’s Joey 
Thomm had three hits and 
four RBIs in the Broncos’ 
win. 

Ethan Fye had six strike-
outs in 5.2 innings pitched 
for Le-Win. For Orangeville 
pitching, Cade Janecke 
went four innings with five 
strikeouts and Jake Doyle 

went three innings with four 
strikeouts.

Softball
• May 7: Eastland defeat-

ed Stockton/Warren, 9-5
Elaina Martin (4-4) and 

Elise Adleman (2-4) were 
the leading hitters for the 
Warhawks.

• May 11: Stockton-War-
ren defeated West Carroll, 
1-0

Lauren Kehl pitched seven 
innings for Stockton-War-
ren, nailing eight strikeouts 
and allowing three hits.

Emilie Slichenmyer, 
Elaina Martin and Kiersten 
Winters all had base hits 
for Stockton-Warren, with 
Slichenmyer scoring the 
game-winning run in the 
third inning.

• May 13: West Carroll 
defeated Stockton/Warren, 
14-13

Stockton/Warren led the 
game after four innings, but 
an eight-run fifth inning for 
West Carroll put them in the 
lead, 13-10. Stockton/War-
ren answered with three runs 
in the sixth, almost closing 
the gap over West Carroll.

For Stockton/Warren, 
Kaylee Luke was 3-4, Elise 
Adleman was 2-4 and Emilie 
Slichenmyer was 2-5.

Track and field
• May 11: Le-Win came 

in third (35.5) and Stockton 
came in fourth (18) in the 
four-school Du-Pec girls 
track meet. Galena won the 
meet handily with 136.5 
points, followed by Pecaton-
ica-Durand with 68 points.

Sports roundup
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   Did you know the Village of Stockton 

       offers two programs to jump start  
                your spring To-Do list! 
 

Exterior Beautification Painting Program 
The village will reimburse up to $250.00 for paint (purchased in  

Stockton) used to paint your home or deck as funds are available. 
 

Sidewalk Replacement Program 
The village will reimburse the property owner 50% of the lowest  
estimate (2 estimates required) to replace the sidewalk as funds  

are available. 
 

Please contact us for an application today! 
Village Hall, 155 W. Front Ave., Stockton, IL 61085 

815-947-2515 

396195

YOGA
In The Park!

WAIT!! WHAT??
YOGA IN THE PARK!!

Easy flow Yoga
Tuesday mornings at 9:00 a.m.

beginning June 1 at Stockton Park
at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesdays

starting June 1,
Chair Yoga will be held at the park house

WHAT IS NEEDED?
Layered clothing, water, yoga block 
and strap. Morning class will also 
need to bring own Yoga mat.

Cost: Donation

For questions,
call 815-821-3601

Deb Brown 
Financial Representative  
Lena 
Deb.Brown@countryfinancial.com 
815-369-2881

0221-508HC_07764-5/5/2021

Home insurance policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance 
Company®, COUNTRY Preferred Insurance Company® and 
COUNTRY Casualty Insurance Company®, Bloomington, IL.

396214

But the vaccination pace 
has slowed, with about 76,082 
vaccine doses administered on 
average daily over the previ-
ous seven days. That’s down 
from a peak of over 130,000 
daily in mid-April. 

Gov. JB Pritzker said at a 
news conference at the Gurn-
ee Six Flags Great America 
location that incentives such 
as free tickets could nudge 
more Illinoisans toward tak-
ing the vaccine. 

“I think that there are peo-
ple who, hearing that there’s 
an incentive knowing that it’s 
easy to get vaccinated at a 
place like this or somewhere 
near where you live,” Pritzker 
said. “There are an awful lot 
of people out there that just 
haven’t had time or they ha-
ven’t had a, you know, that 
extra little push to go get it 
done”

The state is sending Illinois 
National Guard mobile vac-
cination teams to the Gurnee 
location on June 5 and June 
6, and the teams will return if 
turnout is high. Six Flags will 
announce additional details in 
the coming weeks, according 
to the governor’s office. As 
well, “a significant portion” of 
the tickets will be distributed 
through local health depart-
ments, with more informa-
tion forthcoming on a “coun-
ty-by-county basis.”

 
Mobile vaccination 
teams

Mobile teams are a key 
component of the state’s ef-
fort to target vaccinations to 
hesitant or hard-to-reach com-
munities. The Illinois Depart-
ment of Public Health said in 
a news release it is also en-
rolling pediatricians into the 
state immunization registry 
to allow them to administer 
COVID-19 vaccines. As well, 
schools may partner with the 
local health department or 
pharmacy to set up vaccina-
tion clinics for students.

“We know that communi-
ties of color, unfortunately, 
have been less likely to get 
vaccinated, we’ve tried to 
make it more available than 
ever before… and of course 
there are people in rural com-
munities where transportation 
is more difficult,” Pritzker 
said. “So we’ve tried to move 
mobile vaccination units into 
those communities, as well as 
into more difficult neighbor-
hoods across the state.”

‘Shot and a beer act’
Rep. Mike Zalewski, a 

Democrat from Riverside, is 
sponsoring a measure he calls 
the “shot and a beer act” to 
incentivize those age 21 and 
older to be vaccinated. That 
would allow Illinois bars to 
offer one free alcoholic drink 
to a customer who can prove 
they are vaccinated. 

“We think it will help over-
come vaccine hesitancy,” Za-

lewski said in a news confer-
ence, noting he was hopeful 
the measure could pass before 
the May 31 adjournment of 
the General Assembly. 

The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration recently ex-
panded the emergency use 
authorization for the vaccine 
manufactured by Pfizer-BioN-
tech, and the state announced 
last week that vaccination 
sites were ready to vaccinate 
12-15-year-olds.

According to health offi-
cials, the Pfizer-BioNTech 
vaccine was found to be 100 
percent effective in prevent-
ing COVID-19 among par-
ticipants ages 12 through 15 
years, and side effects were 
similar to those 16 years of 
age and older, including pain 
at the injection site, tiredness, 
headache, chills, muscle and 
joint pain and fever.

The bridge phase would al-
low theme parks such as Six 
Flags and its Hurricane Har-
bor water park locations to 
operate at 60 percent capaci-
ty, up from 25 percent under 
Phase 4 guidelines.

New masking guidelines
Also on May 13, the U.S. 

Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention released new 
guidance for masking which 
said fully vaccinated people 
can stop wearing masks in 
most indoor and outdoor lo-
cations, with exceptions for 
public transportation, planes, 
hospitals, doctors offices and 
prisons.

In response, Pritzker tweet-
ed, “I firmly believe in fol-
lowing the science and will 
revise my executive orders 
in line with (CDC) guidelines 
lifting additional mitigations 
for vaccinated people. The 
scientists’ message is clear: if 
you are vaccinated, you can 
safely do much more.”

The governor also said that 
the Chicago White Sox and 
Cubs will be adding sections 
in their ballparks for those 
who are fully vaccinated in 
order to maximize their al-
lowable capacity. The capac-
ity will increase to 60 percent 
at each park later in the month 

as well. 
Also in the bridge phase, 

restaurants and bars can in-
crease capacity from 25 per-
cent to 30 percent, and out-
door capacity is allowed up 
to 50 percent for standing ar-
eas. Additionally, vaccinated 
people do not count against 
capacity limits.  The largest 
increase is to social events, 
which can allow 250 people 
indoors and 500 outdoors. 
Previously, those were capped 
at 50 people.

Pritzker’s office has said 
Phase 5, which is free of 
capacity limitations, could 
happen as early as June 11 if 
transmission numbers contin-
ue to decrease.

As of May 13, the seven-day 
rolling average case positivity 
rate for COVID-19 was 2.7 
percent, down from a recent 
high of 4.4 percent on April 
12. Hospitalizations contin-
ued on a downward trend as 
well, with 1,765 people hos-
pitalized for COVID-19 at the 
end of the day May 12, a low 
since April 6. 

Meanwhile, unemploy-
ment claims remained high, 
with 18,355 initial claims 
filed the week ending May 
8, a 21 percent increase from 
the previous week. There 
were 216,176 unemployment 
weeks claimed for the week 
ending May 8, a decrease of 
5 percent from the week prior. 

Extra benefits continue
In a separate news confer-

ence, Pritzker said he did not 
plan to opt the state out of a 
federal plan that allows peo-
ple on unemployment to re-
ceive $300 extra per week in 
unemployment compensation. 

“Our job here is to make 
sure that we’re creating jobs 
and helping people to rebuild 
the lives that they had before, 
the pandemic,” the governor 
said when asked about the ex-
tra $3000 payments. “And so 
we’re not going to pull the rug 
out from under people. What 
we are going to do is make 
sure that we’re creating and 
promoting as many jobs as 
possible and attracting people 
to those jobs.”

• Phase   (Continued from front page)
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 Bird watching expert and social justice activist Chris-
tian Cooper will be visiting Freeport in June.

Birder’s visit celebrates 
diversity of birds and people

The Freeport Art Museum, 
along with Northwest Illi-
nois Audubon Society, Great 
Lakes Audubon and Boys 
and Girls Club of Stephenson 
County, have announced the 
upcoming visit by Christian 
Cooper to Freeport.

Cooper is a writer and a 
board member of New York 
City Audubon. After a vid-
eo of a racist confrontation 
while he was birding in Cen-
tral Park went viral, he drew 
on that experience to author 
the Black Lives Matter comic 
“It’s a Bird” for DC Comics, 
according to a news release. 
The comic project “contin-
ued Cooper’s decades-long 
activism for racial justice, 
LGBTQ equality, and ex-
panding democratic access 
in American society,” the re-
lease said.

During his visit, Cooper 
will share his enthusiasm 
for birding with the young 
people at the Boys and Girls 
Club and the community. The 
Northwest Illinois Audubon 
Society is donating binoc-
ulars to the Boys and Girls 
Club for use in a new, reoc-
curring birding program the 
society is establishing at the 
club. Christian will speak to 
the children and teens at the 
center and introduce them to 
the joys and methods of be-

ing a birdwatcher.
At 6:30 p.m. June 16, Coo-

per will speak from his ex-
perience in promoting social 
justice and anti-racism. On 
June 17, he will meet with 
youth and adults at Taylor 
Park for a birding walk and 
talk. In-person attendance is 
limited and is offered on a 
first come, first served basis. 
People can opt to attend the 
June 16 talk via a live Zoom 
event.

To register for in-person 
attendance at the June 16 
talk, go online to 

https://www.freeportart-

museum.com/new-events or: 
https://freeportartmuseum.
wufoo.com/forms/m1wp0c-
v401dwudz/.

To register for Zoom at-
tendance at the June 16 talk, 
go online to https://audubon.
zoom.us/meeting/register/
tJwsceGtqTMiG9BL9WCxr-
FlKXdGl1PCriNlw.

To register for the June 17 
birding walk, go online to 
https://www.freeportartmu-
seum.com/new-events.

For more information, call 
815-235-9755 or send an 
email to education@freepor-
tartmuseum.org.

Your “Main Street Chiropractors”
with over 40 years service to our community

• Palmer Graduates • Digital X-Ray
• BCBS Provider • Electronic Insurance Billing

Liles Chiropractic 
Clinic, Ltd.

Dr. Jim Liles & Dr. Jared Liles
238 W. Main St. • Lena

815-369-4974
M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Saturday by Appointment.

392193SupplementSTherapy

    your source for on-line news:

RVPNEWS.COM
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Serving the area for over 30 years

$200 OFF
any water conditioner 

or iron filter!

EXPIRES 6/30/21. COUPON MUST BE USED AT TIME OF PURCHASE.

815-544-0978
1-877-353-7638TOLL

FREE
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President Joe Biden is 
proposing to spend more 
money than I knew existed on 
infrastructure and children, 
families, free college and 
much more. I am not opposed 
to spending all that money, 
so long as it is aimed at 
improving our nation’s 
weak educational and social 
outcomes, and so long as we 
pay for it, rather than foist the 
costs onto our kids.

I worry that Mr. Biden will 
simply give the money away, 
without asking anything 
in return, rarely a good 
policy. Indeed, some well-
intentioned social programs 
of the past have worsened 
rather than strengthened our 
social fabric. For example, 
the old welfare program 
called Aid to Families 
with Dependent Children 
automatically denied 
assistance to a household if 
there was a man in the house! 

Another illustration: Today, 
when a struggling young 
mother on welfare programs 
gets a job, the social supports 
are almost immediately 
yanked out from under her, 
making it almost impossible 
to stabilize the home 
finances. We need to stair-
step the welfare downward, 
so the parent can dig out of a 
financial hole.

Our nation has big, 
fundamental problems. 
For example, we have 
persistent, big gaps in 
school achievement between 
minority and white students, 
and indeed between whites 
and Asians and Asian-
Americans. 

Further, many single-
parent households in my 
rural territory are falling 
way behind, often giving 
up to drugs and negative 

lifestyles; ditto for parents in 
some urban neighborhoods, 
which have been abandoned 
over the decades by both 
white and then black middle 
classes. There are few role 
models left except the gangs.

On the economic front, 
our nation has outsourced 
critical functions like chip 
manufacturing and rare 
earth metal mining to Asia. 
We must, after decades 
of dithering, develop 
an industrial policy that 
determines what private-
public partnerships are vital 
keystones to our defense and 
future.

Indeed, much of America 
has grown fat and sloppy, 
less resilient, more dependent 
on government. Among too 
many, aspiration has turned 
to resignation, a loss of the 
ambition to add value to 
society.

These daunting challenges 
and others our nation 
faces more than justify a 
laser focus on improving 
outcomes. But how to do so?

Human behavior is based 
on fairly straightforward 
principles. We respond to 
incentives, and seek to avoid 
sanctions. We move toward 
opportunity, however we 
define it, and away from 
threats. 

I think social policy since 
World War II has focused 
on the wrong person, that 
is, on the child, rather 
than on the parent. If the 
home is a positive setting, 

I often receive feedback 
and notes from readers via 
email or Facebook. I love 
messages from people who 
read this column. Each one is 
appreciated. 

Recently, however, I got 
something a little different 
from most. I received a 
handwritten letter from a kind 
woman named Alice, who 
is 96 years old and in good 
health. Her doctor told her it’s 
likely she’ll live to be 100. 

In her letter she told me 
a little about her family — 
children, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and even great, 
great grandchildren. But the 
real reason for her writing 
was to request information 
about my late husband. She 
felt like she knew me through 
my columns and wanted 
to know more about him, 
because she cared on a human 
level. 

I answered her request, and 
today I got a second letter. 
She thanked me for answering 
and shared more information, 
as letters are supposed to do.

As I read her handwritten 
words, I came to an important 
conclusion.

In these days of Internet 
(mis)information, electronic 
correspondence, distance 
learning, social media (un)
truths, impersonal personal 
communication and living 
in our own COVID bubbles, 
we could all learn a lot from 
Alice. 

At 96 years old, she read 
something that touched her 

and she reached out to me 
in a human way. Let that 
sink in. By age 46 or 56 or 
66 many of us have all but 
given up on new friends or 
new connections. At 96 Alice 
could be our grandmother or 
great-grandmother and she 
isn’t done reaching out. She 
isn’t finished making human 
connections. In a culture of 
COVID she found a way to 
meet me on a human level.

This is nothing short of 
astounding and worth all of 
our respect and admiration. 
Alice understands we all need 
to connect to one another and 
she isn’t done trying. She 
understands humanity. That 
leaves me in awe. 

She is nearly twice my age 
and she is still trying. She is 
still paying it forward. 

In the last few months I’ve 
been tired and sad and spent. 
I don’t think I could have 
imagined paying it forward 
four or five decades from 
now. 

Until Alice. Alice has made 
me know this should be a 
possibility. No, it should be a 
reality — for all of us.

We owe it to ourselves. We 
owe it to each other. We owe 
it to all of humanity to keep 

Slices of life

up this good fight. 
MY life was changed 

forever by grief, but beyond 
that, all of our lives were 
changed by the grief of 
COVID. We can’t give up 
hope. We can’t give up faith. 
We can overcome this. We 
can come together. We are 
supposed to come together.

Our country, and the world 
in general, is counting on 
us. Today, more than ever 
in our own lifetimes, we 
cannot become complacent. 
We cannot take things for 
granted. We cannot assume 
our blessings are simply a 
given or will be a part of our 
lives forever.

If the last year has taught 
me anything, it is this: 
Nothing is guaranteed. Don’t 
take anything for granted 
because the rug can be pulled 
out from under you at any 
time.

Reaching out may feel like 
work. It may require energy 
you may not have because 
darn it, this COVID has taken 
it out of all of us. When you 
feel this way, think of Alice, 
who at 96 is still giving it her 
best shot.

She may be 96, but her 
doctor told her she’ll probably 
live to be 100. I sure hope so.

Thanks Alice, for reaching 
out. This column is dedicated 
to you.

Jill Pertler is an award-
winning syndicated columnist, 
published playwright, author 
and member of the National 
Society of Newspaper 
Columnists. Don’t miss a 
slice; follow the Slices of Life 
page on Facebook.

When we reach out, 
we can restore hope

In my opinion

filled with love, aspiration, 
support, guidance (dare I say 
discipline), then the child is 
more likely to prosper. 

Yet, most social policy 
focuses on replacing services 
parents used to provide or 
bolster, e.g., child care, early 
childhood education, free 
meals, even delivered, now 
free college, even settling 
family disputes. A good 
friend and circuit judge 
served rural counties in 
central Illinois for years; after 
presiding over more family 
mayhem cases than he wishes 
to count, the judge observes, 
bluntly: Government has 
replaced Dad.

Based on discussions 
with schoolteachers and 
social workers, I propose 
required parent coaching for 
struggling single mothers 
(and a few single dads). 
The coaching would ideally 
be provided by parents 
who have themselves risen 
above similar difficult 
circumstances. “Mom, if you 
wish government support, 
take the coaching. If not, 
no government program 
supports.”

And provide bonuses to 
encourage family success 
for the struggling parent 
who rises to the occasion, 
stops abusing drugs and 
alcohol (where that is a 
problem), takes skill training, 
and generally gets her act 
together.

If Mom refuses the 
coaching, she should be 
aware that the local child 
welfare agency will be 
monitoring such things as 
whether her child is in by 
curfew (Illinois indeed has a 
curfew law.) I am struck by 

Biden should focus his money 
on improving outcomes

See BIDEN, Page 10
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Daws MeMorials
MonuMent sales

Bruce
815-369-4246 or 815-238-6307

Weekends, Evening & Holiday 
appointments welcome!

207 Leet Street • Lena, IL 61048

Est. 1991
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PHILOMENA ‘PHYLLIS’ 
DeZEE

Philomena “Phyllis” Marie 
DeZee, 86, of Orangeville, 
Illinois, peacefully passed 
away on Thursday, May 6, 
2021, at her home holding 
the hand of her husband — 
the love of her life for 68 
years — and surrounded by 
her family. Phyllis was born 
April 5, 1935, in Chicago to 
Joseph and Margaret (Durik) 
Benco. She married William 
“Bill” DeZee and together 
they were blessed with seven 
children and she worked very 
hard and dedicated her life to 
her family.

Phyllis welcomed every-
one into their home with open 
arms and amazing meals.  Ev-
eryone was treated like fam-
ily and made to feel special. 
She had an incredibly strong 
faith no matter what obstacle 
she faced. She always kept 
anyone in need fastidiously 
in her prayers and her family 
said “she had a direct line to 
heaven.” She gently shared 
her faith with everyone and 
led by her beautiful example 
of grace, acceptance, humility 
and kindness.

Her love for her family was 
her life and anyone blessed to 

have known 
her felt that 
love. She 
spent count-
less hours 
and many 
years volun-
teering as a 
4-H leader, 
Girl Scouts 

leader, teaching faith for-
mation, volunteering at her 
children’s schools, sewing 
school uniforms for children 
in underprivileged countries 
and was a member of Cath-
olic Daughters. She loved 
sewing and sewed many baby 
blankets especially for her 
beloved grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. She al-
ways selflessly and quietly 
put the needs of others first. 

Bill and Phyllis are mem-
bers of St. Clare of Assisi 
Catholic Church in Monroe, 
Wisconsin.

Phyllis is survived by her 
husband of 68 years, William 
“Bill” DeZee Sr. of Oran-
geville; children, William De-
Zee Jr. of Del Rapids, South 
Dakota, Kenneth (Cressa) De-
Zee of Wilmington, Illinois, 
Deborah (Douglas) Kohls-De-
Zee of Madison, Wisconsin, 
Margaret DeZee of Kenosha, 

Wisconsin, Michael (Rebec-
ca) DeZee of Lakeland, Flor-
ida, and Mary (Darrell Scace) 
DeZee of Monroe; daughter-
in-law, Jane DeZee of Keno-
sha; 19 grandchildren, Antho-
ny, Nicholas, Marlene, Shane, 
Angelique, Krystal, Kathryn, 
Heather, Jennifer, Jacqueline, 
Ruebin, Robert, Rachael, 
Christopher, Patrick, Saman-
tha, Alexander, Ava and Mya; 
and 16 great-grandchildren, 
Riley, Hawk, Ivy, Tanner, 
Piper, Willa, Gabriel, Logan, 
Solomon, McKenna, Brean-
na, Antonio, Carmine, Tyler, 
Marilyn and Nikolai, all of 
whom she dearly adored; her 
“baby” siblings, Joseph Ben-
co and Annette Hughes; and 
many dear friends who were 
family to her.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents and firstborn, 
son Jacque DeZee. 

She was a blessing to so 
many who know they now 
have the best guardian angel 
ever.

A private family graveside 
service will be held at Calvary 
Cemetery in Monroe.

Monsignor Larry Bakke 
will officiate the services.

Cremation rites have been 
accorded.

Rappelling adventure benefits Girl Scouts
Spots are still available for 

Over the Edge 4 Girl Scouts, 
Girl Scouts of Northern Illi-
nois’ urban rappelling adven-
ture, on Saturday, June 5 in 
Rockford.

The fundraiser event al-
lows participants to rappel 
down the eight-story Supply-
Core building in downtown 
Rockford, which overlooks 
the Rock River. Those who 
wish to participate must raise 
$1,000.

“No experience is required 
— only the desire to build 
courage and raise funds for to-
morrow’s leaders,” according 
to a Girl Scouts news release.

Over the Edge staff pro-

vides on-site technical exper-
tise, training and equipment 
for the event. 

To sign up, go online to 
www.girlscoutsni.org/ote or 
to support local participants, 
go online to https://givebutter.
com/ote4gsni.

Proceeds from Over the 
Edge 4 Girl Scouts benefit 
those who might face finan-
cial barriers to participating in 
Girl Scouts and help support 
leaders in areas where volun-
teers are not always available.

For more information, go 
online to girlscoutsni.org or 
call 844-476-4463.

DARLENE J. 
MORHARDT

Darlene J. Morhardt, 87, of 
Orangeville, Illinois, passed 
away on Wednesday, May 12, 
2021, at the Monroe Clinic 
Hospital in Monroe, Wis-
consin.  She was born Feb. 
10, 1934, to Merrill and Uva 
(Solace) Mays in Orangeville. 
Darlene graduated from Oran-
geville High School in 1952. 
She married Romaine Taft 
and together they had two 
sons. Romaine preceded her 
in death. Darlene then married 
Darwin Morhardt; together 
they had one son, but raised 
their six children.  Darwin pre-
ceded her in death.  

Darlene was a lifelong res-
ident of rural Orangeville, on 
the family farm. She was a 

member of 
the Oran-
geville Unit-
ed Method-
ist Church, 
where she 
was active 
in many of 
the church’s 
f u n c t i o n s .  

Darlene enjoyed reading, 
knitting, quilting, cooking, 
gardening and playing cards, 
especially euchre. Darlene had 
a Scottish pen pal for over 50 
years. She enjoyed spending 
time with her family, especial-
ly her grandchildren. 

Darlene is survived by 
her sons, Mike (Jane) Taft of 
Lena, Illinois, Rick (Mag-
gie) Taft of Monroe and Ron 
(Kim) Morhardt of Rockford, 

step-daughter, Darby Mor-
hardt of Chicago; step-sons, 
Darwin Jr. (Mindy) Morhardt 
of Lena and Garland (Julie) 
Morhardt of Freeport, Illi-
nois; 17 grandchildren and 34 
great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents and her hus-
bands, Romaine and Darwin.

A visitation and funeral ser-
vices were held Monday, May 
17, 2021, at the Orangeville 
United Methodist Church. 
Pastor Sigfried Schwirblat and 
Ben Morhardt officiated the 
services.

Burial will be at Mount 
Pleasant Cemetery. A memori-
al has been established in her 
memory. Condolences may be 
sent to the family at www.lea-
monfh.com.

Obituaries State launches $6 million tourism 
campaign to boost post-pandemic travel
By Tim Kirsininkas
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Gov. JB Pritzker announced a new $6 
million tourism advertising campaign May 
12 aimed at attracting visitors to the state 
and sparking economic activity following 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The multimedia campaign, featured 
around the theme “Time for Me to Drive,” 
showcases various destinations in all parts of 
the state and aims to reflect Illinois as a top 
destination for road trips. 

According to a news release, the 
campaign reflects increasing consumer 
trends to take shorter trips by car to 
destinations closer to home following the 
pandemic. The campaign is the first to be 
released by the state since the outset of the 
COVID-19 pandemic last year. 

“More and more travelers are ready to 
get back out there. Recent surveys show 
that half of Americans plan to travel this 
summer, and half of them intend to drive,” 
Pritzker said at the announcement in 
Springfield. “So, whether you want to ease 
your way back into travel or are raring to go, 
taking the great American road trip is a great 
way to enjoy yourself and to stay safe.” 

Pritzker said the new campaign introduces 
tourists to “an Illinois they may not have 
seen before,” including destinations such as 
state parks, the Shawnee National Forest and 
the Garden of the Gods. 

The campaign also promotes the cities of 
Chicago, Springfield and Galena as potential 
road trip destinations. 

Sylvia Garcia, acting director of the state’s 
Department of Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity, said prior to the COVID-19 
pandemic, Illinois saw over 120 million 
visitors annually who collectively spent 
more than $40 billion in the state. 

Garcia said those numbers were “cut in 
half” as a result of the pandemic last year. 

“(The) Time for Me to Drive campaign 
is not only a milestone in bringing tourism 
back for this summer, it’s also part of our 
ongoing work towards a strong recovery for 
the tourism industry over the long term,” 
Garcia said. 

The advertising campaign includes TV, 
radio, digital and print spots. Garcia said the 
campaign would primarily be shown in the 
seven states surrounding Illinois and 18 total 
markets. 

Michael Jacobson, president and CEO of 
the Illinois Hotel and Lodging Association, 
said promoting tourism in the state “puts 
people back to work” and will be important 
to the state’s economic recovery following 
the pandemic. 

“What people rarely realize is that an 
investment in tourism promotion is an 
investment in economic development,” 
Jacobson said. 

“Promoting tourism helps our economy 
by getting visitors to stay in our hotels, to eat 
in our restaurants, shop in our retail stores, 
buy fuel in our gas stations, and enjoy our 
amazing attractions,” he added. 

Jacobson said 20,000 hotel workers are 
still out of work following pandemic-related 
closures and shutdowns, and that promoting 
tourism would be key to increasing tax 
revenue in the state. 

Jayne DeLuce, president and CEO of the 
Illinois Council of Convention and Visitor 
Bureaus, said the return on investment for 
destination promotion drives $11 in tax 
revenue for every promotional dollar spent. 

“Beyond creating priceless memories, 
these road trip experiences create an 
immediate infusion of cash in the tourism 
economy, which has been so decimated by 
the pandemic,” DeLuce said. 

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, 
nonpartisan news service covering state 
government.
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 Top fundraising Girl 
Scouts get ready for 
their Over the Edge 4 Girl 
Scouts adventure.

EVANGELICAL FREE 
CHURCH OF LENA
720 N. Freedom Street

Lena, IL • 815-369-5591
Dr. Jim Erb, Senior Pastor

Rev. Scott Wilson
Assoc. Pastor of Youth

Sunday Worship 
8:30 a.m & 10:30 a.m.

Awana
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

Listen to pastor’s weekly sermon 
at www.lenafreechurch.org

392198

OB/GYN joins FHN team
Board-certified obstetri-

cian/gynecologist Dr. Lee 
Sesslar has joined the FHN 
Women’s Healthcare team.

 Sesslar earned her medical 
degree from the University of 
Illinois College of Medicine 
at Rockford and served her 
OB/GYN residency at Advo-
cate Lutheran General Hospi-
tal in Park Ridge, Illinois. She 
has been caring for women in 
the Rockford area since 2003.

Sesslar will see patients at 
FHN Specialty Care – Harlem 

Avenue in 
Freeport. 

 She holds 
a bachelor’s 
degree and 
a master’s 
degree in bi-
ology from 
Drake Uni-
versity in 
Des Moines, 

Iowa. She has served as a 
clinical instructor at the Uni-
versity of Illinois College of 
Medicine at Rockford.

As part of a mission trip 
to Tegucigalpa, Honduras, 
Sesslar provided gynecologic 
care and performed major gy-
necologic surgeries in remote 
villages.

 Sesslar is a Fellow of the 
American College of Obstet-
rics and Gynecology and a 
member of the Illinois State 
Medical Society and the Al-
pha Omega Alpha Medical 
Honor Society.

 For more information, go 
online to www.fhn.org.

Dr. Lee 
Sesslar

Email your news to Jenny Sharp
JSHARP@RVPUBLISHING.COM



Page 6        THE SCOOP TODAY / SHOPPER’S GUIDE        Wednesday, May 19, 2021

Ashlyn Almasy Max Amendt Braden Baldauf Jensen Block Ashtyn Brinker Hanna Brinker Rodney Brookman

Carter Burke Tavor Buss Alex Cheatham Casey Crain Maya Curtis Alexander 
Daughenbaugh

Taylor Dawson Gennings Dunker

Griffin Durham Connor Edge Evan England Kaytelynn Gable Cole Gerber Gage Hancock Landin Heiler Pierre Herandez

Kolton Heun Erik Huerta Kassidy Humphrey Sage Huneke Marguerite Johnson Marissa Jones Douglas Jordan Owen Kempel

Brianna Lawson Sarah Madigan Cheyenne Mapes Delanie Martin Pacey Martin Caleb Matz Margaret McInnis Allyson Milder

Kristin Molitor Mercades Mowery Daniel Oxley Elliot Parks Alysse Potter Annaliese Quinn Addison Roberts Tristan Rood

Congratulations le-Win graduates
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Lucas Schoaf James Schubert Jack Setterstrom Andrea Sutter Jennifer Swedlund Parker Terhaar Sidney Weegens Noah White

Alyssa Williams Ella Wolfrom

Congratulations le-Win graduates

243111

FULL THROTTLE POWER SPORTS
Lena • 815-369-2153

Hometown Trophies & More
Lena • 815-369-9185 159187

68717

Leamon’s Funeral Home
Lena • 815-369-4512

68179

Congratulations from Leverton Sales
McConnell • 815-868-2237

68177Congratulations to ALL Area 
Graduates- Stockton Auto Supply

66476

Hartzell’s IGA
Warren • 815-745-3311

396175

Sullivans Foods
Lena • 815-369-2311

314974

Welcome Home NW Illinois
Lena • 815-291-2330

68124

Liles Chiropractic Clinic, Ltd.
Lena • 815-369-4974

Brandon’s Hardware Rental & Lumber
Lena • 815-369-5542

376783

314979
Pro Source

Electric and Automation Inc.

Pro Source
Electric and Automation Inc.

281007

Bussian Insurance & Bussian Realtors
Lena • 815-369-4747 www.bussianinsurance.com

345377

Congratulations to all area 
graduates Lena • 815-291-7829

243118

Saporito’s Pizzeria
Good Luck to ALL Le-Win Graduates!

68182

Lena • 815-369-2803

65642

Werhane Enterprises, LTD
Lena • 815-369-4574

396186

B&R Grain Handling & Electric

396177

Citizens State Bank
Lena • Stockton • Freeport

www.csbnow.com

 

 

AJ’s Lena Maid Meats
Lena • 815-369-4522

395993

McConnell
815-541-3348 346045

345379

Congratulations to all area 
graduates! 815-369-5549

117492

Iron Horse Tap
Lena • 815-369-9714

396218WWW.COMMUNITYBANK.COM

1020-592HC_03015-5/10/2021

“COUNTRY Financial®” is the marketing name for the COUNTRY Financial family  
of affiliated companies (collectively, “COUNTRY”), which include COUNTRY  
Life Insurance Company®, COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, and their 
respective subsidiaries, located in Bloomington, IL.

Insurance and Financial Services

Steve Rothschadl, LUTCF
Financial Representative 
202 S Schuyler, Po Box 669 
Lena, IL 61048-0669 
www.countryfinancial.com/steven.rothschadl 
steven.rothschadl@countryfinancial.com 
(815)369-4581

396202

68712

Raders Insurance Agency
Lena • 815-369-4225

243113

Brinker Tire & Auto
Lena • 815-369-2229

70079

Congratulations to All Area Graduates
from Lena State Bank!

314980

Stephenson Service Company
Freeport • 815-235-7400

396192

Pat Brown Realty
Lena • 815-369-5599

396193

Vanderheyden Furniture & Flooring
9105 US Route 20 W • Lena • 815-369-2224

3962210519-031-05-19-2021

Deb Brown
Lena • 815-369-2881

Spinhirne Transfer
377187

159191

Congratulations from
Stagecoach Trail Storage

243236

Edler Plumbing - Lic. #058-112368
Congratulations to ALL area Graduates!

These businesses proudly support the 
Graduates of Lena-Winslow 2021
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A Home Equity Line of Credit might be your answer! Talk to one
of our experienced lenders about the many benefits of this

flexible, locally serviced option! Contact us at 815.369.4524!

GET MORE OPTIONS

GET MORE OUT OF YOUR HOME 

Thinking of renovating? Want to consolidate debts? 

Citizens State Bank NMLS #740680395502

815-947-3445 841 E. North Ave. Hwy 20 East Stockton, IL
www.richardrosenberglaw.com

LAW OFFICES OF

Rosenberg, Eisenberg 
& Associates, LLC

815-947-3445 841 E. North Ave. 
Hwy 20 East Stockton, IL

WWW.RICHARDROSENBERGLAW.COM

• Car Accidents

• Slip / Trip & Fall

• Medical 
   Malpractice

• Wrongful Death

• Personal Injury

• Job Accidents

• Product Injuries

Personal Injury
Workers Compensation

Nursing Home Abuse & Neglect

No Charge Unless 
Recovery is Made

LAW OFFICES OF

Rosenberg, Eisenberg & Associates, LLC
Personal Injury

Workers Compensation 
Nursing Home Abuse & Neglect

No Charge Unless Recovery is Made

• Personal Injury

• Job Accidents

• Product Injuries

• Car Accidents

• Slip / Trip & Fall

• Wrongful Death

• Medical Malpractice

392679

 Last week, the Broncos 
were set up to play their two-
game season series against the 
Lena-Winslow Panthers.  On 
Tuesday, May 11, the teams 
met up for the first time as 
Orangeville played host to 
the Panthers. Orangeville had 
the hot bats early on, as Cade 
Janecke hit a sacrifice fly and 
Baker hit into a ground out to 
bring in their second run.  

 In the bottom of the sec-
ond the Broncos would extend 
their lead to three as a bunt led 
to an error that allowed Joey 
Thomm to score. 

 The 3-0 lead would hold 
until the bottom of the fifth 
inning when the Orangeville 
offense exploded for five runs. 
A pair of errors and a dropped 
third strike by the Panthers 
allowed the Broncos to score 
again and set up Baker with 
another opportunity to drive 
in runs. He did so, by hitting 
a line drive to center field that 
brought in Doyle to score. The 
next at bat, Rote hit a double to 
center field that drove in both 
Janecke and Baker. The big hit 
blew the game wide open as 
the Broncos held an 8-0 lead.  

 The Panthers were able to 
find some momentum in the 
final innings as Max Amendt 
doubled to left field, bring-
ing in Drew Streckwald for 
their first run of the game. In 
the bottom of the sixth, Oran-
geville would extend their lead 
again as Doyle hit a triple to 

center field that allowed Mi-
chael Mackenzie to score.  

 With the big lead, Oran-
geville was willing to trade 
runs for outs to end the game.  
Both Brett Lane and Pacey 
Martin would score on con-
secutive groundouts, bringing 
the Panthers within five.  That 
was as close as they would get, 
however, as the Broncos held 
on to win 9-4.  

 Again, the Broncos had 
production up and down their 
lineup as three hitters finished 
with two RBIs each in Doyle, 
Baker and Rote.  Hayden Roth 
pitched extremely well, going 
six innings on the mound with 
13 strikeouts.  Roth allowed 
zero runs on just three hits and 
a walk.  

 Amendt pitched well for the 
Panthers, but his defense failed 
him as they had five errors in 
the game. Amendt allowed 
just one earned run on five hits 
and struck out seven through 
six innings.  His stat line was 
masked by the final score, 
however.  

 Two days later, the teams 
met up again as this time Le-
na-Winslow played host to the 
Broncos on Thursday, May 
13. The Broncos got the game 
started in similar fashion as 
a pair of walks and an error 
eventually led to a single by 
Thomm that would drive in the 
game’s first two runs.  

 The 2-0 score stuck until 
the bottom of the fifth, when 

the Panthers brought in two 
runs to tie the game. A pair of 
walks led to a Maddex Sar-
gent single to center field that 
brought in Luke Benson and 
Ethan Fye to score.  

 The rest of the game would 
go in favor of the Broncos, 
however, as Orangeville 
scored three runs in the sixth 
and two more insurance runs 
in the seventh.  The Broncos 
would hold on to complete the 
season sweep with a 7-2 victo-
ry in game two. 

 Thomm had himself a day, 
going 3-3 with four RBIs and a 
run scored. Mitch Soddy went 
1-3 with an RBI and one run 
scored as the duo led the way 
offensively for the Broncos. 

 Sargent drove in Le-Win’s 
only two runs and the only 
other Panthers to reach the hit 
column were Streckwald and 
Fye, as Streckwald went 2-4 
and Fye finished 2-3.

 Janecke and Doyle com-
bined to pitch a gem for Oran-
geville as they struck out nine 
and allowed just five hits. Fol-
lowing the games, the Broncos 
held a 6-2 record, while the 
Panthers fell to 4-6. 

 The Panthers will have 
the chance to bounce back 
when they host the Pearl City 
Wolves, this Thursday, May 
20.  The Broncos will hope 
to keep the ball rolling when 
they travel to Freeport to face 
Aquin Catholic on that same 
Thursday.  

Local students earn 
dean’s list honor

Alexondria Edler of Lena of 
Katelyn Tuell of Cedarville are 
among the students named to 
the spring semester dean’s list 
at Columbia College’s Freeport 
location. 

To be named to the list, stu-
dents must have completed 12 
semester hours in a 16-week 
period and have achieved a 
minimum 3.5 GPA.

Raffle helps support 
Legion programs

The Sons of the Lena Ameri-
can Legion is holding its annual 
calendar raffle.

The fundraiser helps the 
Sons group support the Amer-
ican Legion and its programs, 
including Boys State and Le-
gion baseball.

The cost is $10 per ticket. The 
ticket is returned to the drawing 
and is eligible each day during 
July.  On weekdays, the prize is 
$50 and on Saturdays, the prize 
is $100. The prize is $500 on 
the Fourth of July. 

Tickets may be purchased 
from a Sons of the Lena Amer-
ican Legion member, at the 

American Legion home from 
10 a.m. to noon Saturdays or by 
calling 815-369-4684.  

Credit union offers free 
document shredding 

Cornerstone Credit Union 
and the Better Business Bureau 
will partner for a free Commu-
nity Shred Day on Saturday, 
June 5, at the credit union’s 
main branch in Freeport, 550 
W. Meadows Drive.

A truck will be located in 
the credit union parking lot to 
shred personal documents on-
site from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

Those who wish to take ad-
vantage of shredding should 
stay in their vehicles, wear a 
mask and follow traffic direc-
tives at the site. Disposable 
containers are requested and 
there is a limit of two boxes per 
vehicle. 

Cornerstone Credit Union 
membership is open to any-
one living or working in nine 
Illinois counties, including Jo 
Daviess and Stephenson; and 
Rock and Green counties in 
Wisconsin. For more informa-
tion, go online to cornerstone-
cu.org.

State takes 
action 
against 
academy 
that serves 
children with 
disabilities
By Peter Hancock
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Officials from multiple 
state agencies said May 14 
that they are cutting ties 
with a residential school that 
serves children in state care 
with mental and developmen-
tal disabilities after an inde-
pendent review documented 
reports of mistreatment of 
youth at the facility.

Northern Illinois Academy, 
in Aurora, is an 87-bed private 
residential facility that serves 
children with co-occurring 
mental illnesses or autism, 
mood disorders and develop-
mental delays. It is owned and 
operated by Sequel Youth and 
Family Services and receives 
funding from the Depart-
ment of Children and Family 
Services, the Department of 
Healthcare and Family Ser-
vices and the Department of 
Human Services.

The students currently at 
Northern Illinois Academy 
will be moved to other facil-
ities.

The report, dated May 4 
from the disability rights 
group Equip for Equality, 
found numerous problems 
with NIA’s programming, 
training and services. Those 
include inadequate and over-
extended staffing; insufficient 
incident reporting, including 
cases of children running 
away from the facility; lack of 
meaningful programming and 
treatment planning; undocu-
mented and improper use of 
physical restraint and seclu-
sions; and insufficient adher-
ence to COVID-19 health and 
safety requirements.

“The top priority of the 
Department of Children and 
Family Services is protecting 
vulnerable children by ensur-
ing they receive the best avail-
able support and services,” 
acting DCFS Director Marc 
Smith said in a statement. 
“It is unacceptable when any 
facility is not meeting the 
strict standards established by 
DCFS, and our team is tak-
ing steps to thoughtfully and 
carefully transition our youth 
in care to other facilities that 
can provide the nurturing, 
supportive environment our 
kids deserve.”

Pursuant to its contract with 
DCFS, Equip for Equality, the 
state-appointed protection 
and advocacy organization for 
people with disabilities, first 
conducted a review of NIA in 
November and December of 

Pearl City Lions announce scholarships
The Pearl City Lions Club 

recently announced the recip-
ients of their 2021 scholar-
ships. All recipients are 2021 
graduates of Pearl City High 
School and plan to further 
their education at the college 
level.

Applicants were asked to 
explain what service means to 
them and how they plan to use 
their future careers to serve 
others.

Lions Club scholarships in 
the amount of $500 each were 

awarded to Ella Williams, 
Jase Sheffey and Caitlin Nies-
man. Lioness Club scholar-
ships in the amount of $530 
were awarded to Madyson 
Stephan and Jenée Stultz. The 
Lions Club “Anonymous Do-
nor” Scholarship for $3,000, 
funded by an anonymous for-
mer community member, was 
awarded to Estrella Ayala.

The Pearl City Lions Club 
is part of Lions International. 
With over 1.4 million mem-
bers, Lions International is the 

largest service organization 
in the world and is dedicated 
to helping and serving in the 
community.

The Pearl City Lions Club 
welcomes new members who 
want to serve and make a 
difference in the community. 
Meetings are held at 7 p.m. 
on the second Tuesday of the 
month at the Pearl City Fire 
Station. For more informa-
tion, contact Ron Johnson at 
815-291-3400.

Ella Williams Jase Sheffey Caitlin 
Niesman

Madyson 
Stephan

Jenée Stultz Estrella Ayala

schramchiropractic.com
NIU students: see our website for our DeKalb office 393982

VOTED #1 Best ChiropraCtor

Dr. Galin D. sChram

Dr. ChuCk sChram815-233-1800

Schram Chiropractic
OVER 40 YEARS OF QUALITY CHIROPRACTIC CARE

21 Years in a Row!

1009 Loras 
Drive

Freeport, IL
Electronic Health 
Records Certified!

Briefs

• Baseball   (Continued from front page)

See ACADEMY, Page 16

393041
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A BIG “THANK YOU”
to those readers who have sent a donation to help 

underwrite The Scoop Today and Shopper’s Guide. For those 
of you who haven’t done  so in the past year, but enjoy this 
newspaper and would like to help us  pay for its operation,  

please send a donation in any amount to:

240 W. Main Street, Suite B • Lena, IL • 61048
IF YOU THINK YOUR NEWSPAPER IS WORTH

50¢ an issue, it would be $26.00; 75¢ an issue - $39.00 
or $1 an issue - $52.00

You won’t get a tote bag, T-shirt, coffee mug or CD of Lawrence Welk’s
Greatest Hits. But you will get the satisfaction of knowing that you have

helped to support your favorite newspaper.

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

Phone______________________________

__ Please keep my
     paper coming:

392657

the Scoop Today
Shopper’s Guide

Pearl City Elementary 
School children in kindergar-
ten through sixth grade partic-
ipated in the Young Authors 
program recently.

In each classroom, students 
write their own selections, il-
lustrate the stories by hand if 
they choose and submit their 
creations for judging by a 
committee. Factors such as 
creative word choice, logical 
format and care taken while 
writing are some of the cri-
teria judges consider for each 
entry.

Winners selected from each 
classroom received a book-
mark, certificate and writing 
journal.

Due to COVID restrictions 
this year, an in-person shar-
ing of books couldn’t happen, 
but school officials hope for a 
return of the Young Authors 
celebration night next school 
year.

Pearl City honors young authors

PHOTO SUBMITTED Shopper’s Guide

 Mackensie Lotz and Nevaeh Stultz, sixth-
grade winners

PHOTO SUBMITTED Shopper’s Guide

 Kassidy Dorty and Hannah Dinderman, 
fifth-grade winners

PHOTO SUBMITTED Shopper’s Guide

 Jonah Ehlers and Dylan Sanchez, fourth-
grade winners

PHOTO SUBMITTED Shopper’s Guide

 Ashton Mendoza, sec-
ond-grade winner

PHOTO SUBMITTED Shopper’s Guide

 Carmen Strohecker, 
third-grade winner

PHOTO SUBMITTED Shopper’s Guide

 Kooper Kampmeier and Hunter Funk, second-grade 
winners

PHOTO SUBMITTED Shopper’s Guide

 Paige McPeek and Penelope Rauch, first-grade win-
ners

 (Left) Joshua Wood and Lillian 
Yeoman, kindergarten winnersPHOTO SUBMITTED Shopper’s Guide

your source for on-line news: RVPNEWS.COM
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Congratulations Warren graduates

Mallory Bourgeous Wade Byrne Camden Cornelius Madisyn Gray Ashley Hintz Megan Hynek Hunter Kopp Shainia Kraft

Logan Maddox Aydan Mahoney Sadie McCook-
Berner

Ryan Molitor Skylar Neff Matthew Riedl Sydni Sigafus Emilie Slichenmyer

Teila Thommen ILayzia Walton

292946

Saunders Oil Co., Inc.
Warren • 815-745-2267

345378

888-745-3134I N S U L AT I O N
& WATERPROOFING

S
ha

w
n

395971

Bauer & Fonseca, P.C.
Stockton • 815-947-4594

395989

Woodbine Bend Golf Course & Restaurant
Congratulations Graduates!

66729

Congratulations from
Stock Holders Saloon

68173Congratulations to ALL Area 
Graduates- Stockton Auto Supply

205126

Rick’s Sales & Service
Apple River • 815-492-2102

281972

RED’S LIQUOR
Warren • 815-745-2888

118327

Barker Performance Automotive
Warren • 815-745-2698

3962220519-031-05-19-2021

Deb Brown
Warren • 815-745-3116

396176

B&R Plumbing
Warren • 815-541-8031

280895

Stephenson Service Company
Freeport • 815-235-7400

70085

Congratulations to All Area Graduates
from Lena State Bank!

68719

Bartell-Leamon Funeral Home
Warren • 815-745-2114

T H E

315830

Warren • 815-745-2194
Apple River • 815-594-2351

www.appleriverstatebank.com

1115-576HO

161834

Stateline Insurance Services, Inc.
Warren • 815-745-2148

118327

Barker Performance Automotive
Warren • 815-745-2698

345380

Congratulations to all area 
graduates! 815-369-5549

396185

B&R Grain Handling & Electric

315694

Apple Canyon Lake P.O.A.
& Apple Canyon Lake Golf Course

Congratulations to ALL Area Graduates!

66466

Hartzell’s IGA
Warren • 815-745-3311

66453

Vincent, Roth, Toepfer & Leinen, P.C.
Warren • 815-745-2624

396219WWW.COMMUNITYBANK.COM

These businesses proudly support the 
Graduates of Warren 2021

how much of the mayhem 
among police and teens takes 
place at 3 a.m., and I am 
confident youngsters who 
excel in school are not found 
roaming the streets at all 
hours.

As for free college, great, 
so long as the student is 
making steady progress 
toward a certificate or degree.

As one who has always 
considered himself liberal on 
social policy, I am amazed 
to be sounding like an old 
fogey. Yet, if our nation is 
to improve outcomes, we 
have to nudge those who are 
struggling, with incentives 
and sanctions, rather than 
with wishful thinking that 
money without strings will 

solve problems.

For many years, Jim 
Nowlan was a senior 
fellow and political 
science professor at the 
University of Illinois in 
Urbana-Champaign. He has 
worked for three governors 
and published a weekly 
newspaper in central Illinois.

• Biden   (Continued from page 4)

393323

www.edwardjones.com

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor

640 W. South St, #4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

F
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www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor
.

640 W South St 4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

Member SIPCwww.edwardjones.com

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor

640 W. South St, #4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

F
D

I-
18

6
7H

-A

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor
.

640 W South St 4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

Member SIPC
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Congratulations sCales Mound graduates

Trent Allen Trevor Allen McKenzy Bader Mason Bilderback Calvin Frank Emily Hurlburt Melanie Knuth Taylor Korte

Thomas Lange Collin Malin Corwin Moser Ari Nottrott Logan Pehl Keaton Pickel Madelyn Pingel Ethan Soppe

Georgia Vandigo

377004

Congratulations!
Schultz Appliance • Scales Mound

395990

Woodbine Bend Golf Course & Restaurant
Congratulations Graduates!

396200

Jo-Carroll Energy
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O
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315696

Apple Canyon Lake P.O.A.
& Apple Canyon Lake Golf Course

Congratulations to ALL Area Graduates!

280896

Stephenson Service Company
Freeport • 815-235-7400

118065

Pat’s Country House Grocery
Scales Mound • 815-845-2316

66479

Congratulations from 
Scales Mound Sinclair • 815-845-2217

68983

Davis Lumber Co.
Scales Mound • 815-845-2262

205128

Rick’s Sales & Service
Apple River • 815-492-2102

377174

Winter Plumbing
Scales Mound • 815-845-2212

Scales Mound • 815-858-2900
www.appleriverstatebank.com

T H E

315832

These businesses proudly support the 
Graduates of Scales Mound 2021

Commercial • Agricultural
Residential • Industrial • Solar

Nick Wienand • Greg Kline
Call: 815-908-0775 Stockton, IL

388497

Call us for any of your electrical needs

Werhane Total Truck Repair
Straight Trucks - Semis - Dump

Trucks - Farm Type Vehicles
including Farm Tractors

FAIR • FAST • FRIENDLY
• Clutches • Brakes • Welding (Steel & Aluminum) • Electrical 

• Lube & Oil Change • Suspension • King Pins • Transmission & Drive Line 
• Differentials • Tune Ups • Over Hauls • Minor Body Work 

• Tractor-Trailer Wash • Air Conditioning

KEEP US IN MIND FOR ALL YOUR REPAIR NEEDS
Ask for Brian 

Call Now!
815-369-4574

Werhane Enterprises
509 E. Main St. • Lena • 815-369-4574                 2021-5-19-2021-20

394634

Power Walk Mowers, Residential, 
Heavy Duty Residential 

and Commercial Zeroturns

10240 N. Old Mill Rd. • McConnell, IL 61050
815-541-3348 • heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

0%  Interest 
Financing 
Options 
available

Your local Toro Dealer & Master Service Center

395223

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

PEARL CITY SEAMLESS 
GUTTERS INC.

Josh Endress • 815-238-2655
Noah Smielewski • 815-307-2392

5” & 6” Seamless 
Gutters & Gutter Guards Available. 

Multi-color, Color Match.

Owner Operated

365500

Service Corner

Service Corner
The Scoop Today & Shopper’s Guide 396226
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395239

The Shopper’s Guide
Will Be Featuring This Year’s 

Stockton Town Garage Sales
To Be Held  Friday, June 18 &
Saturday, June 19, 2021

If you have any questions, 
Call Cyndee Stiefel 

Today at 815-369-4112
or email 

lenaads@rvpublishing.com

Name ___________________________________
Address _________________________________
 ________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________

Sign Up Now! Registration Form

IncludesMap & Advertising 
in  The Shopper’s Guide & The Scoop Today

Bring form to The Scoop Today along 
with payment or mail to: 

The Scoop Today,
240 W. Main St., Suite B, Lena, IL 61048

Deadline to sign up is 4 p.m. on Wednesday, June 9 at the Lena Office 
or Drop Box at Stockton Shell Station by Tuesday, June 8 at 4 p.m. 

(must be prepaid)
Please Sign Up EARLY. Early Registration is Appreciated!!

Include address in boxes below

$13.00 

MUST BE PREPAID

Include address  and 

garage sale items in boxes 

below. 1 letter per box. 

Including spaces between 

words and punctuation.

Hopefully we are finished 
with the frost warnings. I 
need to get my cemetery 
pots ready and delivered by 
Memorial Day. It seems as if 
May is racing away. Gradu-
ations are being celebrated 
all over the area.  Hopefully 
they can have a better cele-
bration than the poor seniors 
of 2020. 

This week’s recipes have a 
little of everything — a great 
appetizer, a refreshing salad, 
some great main dishes and 
yummy desserts.

Classic Roka Cheese 
Ball

I mentioned that I really 
like to use the Kraft cheese 
spread in the small jars. This 
recipe uses the Roca Blue 
spread. It also uses Velveeta, 
which is the greatest melting 
cheese (The Pioneer Woman 
uses it all the time.) However, 
in this recipe it is cubed and 
mixed with two cheeses to 
make this delicious ball.

½ lb. (8 oz.) Velveeta cut 
into ½ inch cubes

1 jar (5 oz.) Kraft Roca 
Blue cheese spread

1 pkg. (8 oz.) cream cheese, 
softened and cut into cubes

½ t. garlic powder
¼ C. chopped pecans
Butter crackers
Mix the cheeses together 

until well blended. Place in 
plastic wrap. Refrigerate for 
two hours. Shape into a ball 
and roll in pecans. Serve with 
butter crackers (Ritz, Club, 

and Pepperidge Farm butter 
crackers.)

Fruit Salad with Honey-
Orange Dressing

This refreshing fruit salad 
can be used for a brunch, a 
side for a light lunch or a des-
sert for supper.

1/3 C. fresh orange juice
2 T. honey
¼ t. cinnamon
4 kiwis, peeled and chopped
2 C. fresh raspberries
2 small bananas, sliced
In a medium bowl, whisk 

together orange juice, honey 
and cinnamon. Gently stir in 
kiwi and raspberries; refriger-
ate at least 30 minutes before 
serving. Stir in bananas right 
before serving.

Chicken Alfredo Bake
This casserole is penne 

pasta tossed with chicken and 
a creamy sauce. The cheese 
topping makes for a great 

presentation. The casserole is 
easily made for a crowd.

12 oz. penne pasta, cooked 
in salted water according to 
package directions

3 C. diced cooked chicken
3 T. butter
2 T. flour
1 t. minced garlic
2 C. whole milk
2 C. heavy cream
¾ C. grated Parmesan 

cheese
2 C. shredded mozzarella 

cheese, divided
Salt and pepper to taste
1 T. parsley, chopped
Preheat the oven to 375. 

Coat a 3-quart baking dish 
with cooking spray. Melt the 
butter in a large pan over me-
dium heat. Add the garlic and 
cook for 30 seconds. Whisk 
in the flour and cook for one 
minute. Pour in the milk and 
cream, then simmer, whisking 
constantly, until sauce has just 
thickened. Add the Parmesan 

From Lena’s Kitchen
and ½ C. shredded mozzarel-
la to the milk mixture, along 
with salt and pepper to taste. 
Stir until cheese has melted. 
Place the pasta and chick-
en in a large bowl.  Pour the 
sauce over the chicken and 
pasta and toss to coat evenly. 
Pour the pasta mixture into 
the prepared pan and top with 
remaining mozzarella cheese. 
Bake uncovered for 20 min-
utes or until pasta is bubbly 
and cheese has just started to 
brown.  Sprinkle parsley over 
the top and then serve.

Veggie Noodle Ham 
Casserole

This tasty casserole is a 
meal in one for a great dinner 
recipe. If you don’t want to 
buy a large ham, buy a ham 
steak or ask the person at 
the deli counter to sell you a 
chunk of honey ham. If you 
have vegetarians, omit the 
ham and you have a great veg-
etarian dish.

1 pkg. (12 oz.) wide egg 
noodles

1 can cream of chicken 
soup

1 can cream of broccoli 
soup

2 C. whole milk
2 C. frozen corn, thawed
1 ½ C. frozen California 

blend vegetables, thawed
1½ C. cubed fully cooked 

ham
2 T. minced fresh parsley
½ t. pepper
¼ t. salt
1 C. shredded cheddar 

cheese, divided
Preheat oven to 350. Cook 

the pasta according to pack-
age directions; drain. In a 
large bowl, combine soups 
and milk; stir in the noodles, 
corn, vegetables, ham, pars-
ley, pepper, salt and ¾ C. 
cheese.  

Transfer to a greased 9-by-
13 baking dish. Cover and 
bake 45 minutes; uncover and 
spread remaining cheese over 
top. Return to the oven and 
bake five to 10 minutes until 
top is melted and bubbly.

Rhubarb Strawberry Pie
Rhubarb lovers will love 

this pie, and those people 
who don’t like rhubarb will 
love the strawberry pie with 
the rhubarb. It will become a 
family favorite.

¾ C. sugar
¼ C. quick cooking tapioca
3 C. sliced fresh or frozen 

rhubarb (½ inch pieces)
3 C.  fresh or frozen straw-

berries, thawed
1/3 C. orange juice
4½ t. orange marmalade
¼ t. orange zest
2 sheets refrigerated pie-

crust or homemade pie dough
Preheat oven to 400.In a 

large bowl, combine sugar 
and tapioca. Add fruit and 
toss to coat. Gently stir in the 
juice, marmalade and zest. 
Let stand 15 minutes. Unroll 

piecrust on a floured surface.  
Roll out dough until it fits a 
deep-dish 9-inch pie plate; 
trim even with edge of plate.  
Fill with fruit. Make lattice 
crust for the top. Trim, seal 
and flute edges. Cover the 
edges with foil or a pie ring.  
Bake until filling is bubbly 
and rhubarb is tender, 40 to 50 
minutes. Remove foil or ring. 
Cool on a wire rack.  Store in 
the refrigerator any pie left-
over after serving with vanilla 
ice cream.

Strawberry-Rhubarb 
Angel Torte

One of my readers gave me 
this recipe a long time ago. I 
was cleaning up some files, 
and I found it. Virginia was a 
great cook and contributed to 
the column a lot in the early 
years.  I remember her fond-
ly and thought it was a great 
time to share her rhubarb rec-
ipe.

1 box white angel food 
cake mix

1¼ C. cold water
2 t. grated orange peel
Filling
2 C. sliced fresh rhubarb
½ C. sugar
2 T. orange juice
1½ C. sliced fresh straw-

berries
4 drops red food color
Frosting
1½ C. whipping cream
3 T. powdered or granulat-

ed sugar
1 container (15 oz.) ricotta 

cheese
¼ C. powdered sugar
½ C. sliced strawberries for 

garnish
Move oven rack to lowest 

position and remove all other 
racks. Heat the oven to 350. 
In a glass or metal bowl, beat 
cake mix, water and orange 
peel with electric mixer on 
low for 30 seconds and then 
on medium for one minute. 
Pour into an ungreased 10-
inch angel food cake pan.  
(Do not use a fluted tube cake 
pan or a 9-inch angel food pan 
or batter will overflow). Bake 
the cake 37 to 47 minutes or 
until top is dark golden brown 
and cracks feel very dry and 
not sticky. Do not underbake. 
Immediately turn pan upside 
down onto a glass bottle until 
cake is completely cool, about 
two hours.  

In a 2-quart saucepan, mix 
rhubarb, ½ C. sugar and the 
orange juice. Cook over me-
dium heat about 10 minutes, 
stirring occasionally. Cool 
the mixture for 15 minutes. 
Stir in the 1½ C. of strawber-
ries. Add the food coloring if 
a deeper red color is desired.  
Refrigerate the mixture for 
an hour. In a medium bowl, 
beat whipping cream and 3 T. 
sugar on high speed until soft 
peaks form. In a large bowl, 
beat the ricotta cheese and ¼ 

The not so skinny cook

See KITCHEN, Page 13
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LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

MEETING
On May 27, 2021 at9:00 

am, a meeting conducted by 
the Lena-Winslow School 
District will take place re-
motely via Google Meets.  
The purpose of the meeting 
will be to discuss the Dis-
trict’s plans for providing 
special education services 
to students with disabilities 
who attend private schools 
and home schools within 
the district for the 2021-22 
school year.  If you are a 
parent of a home-schooled 
student who has been or 
may be identified with a 
disability and you reside 
within the boundaries of 
Lena-Winslow School 
District, you are urged to 
attend.  If you have further 
questions pertaining to this 
meeting, please contact 
Superintendent Dr. Tom 
Chiles at 815-369-2525 ext 
100.

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

May 19, 2021)
395905

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING ON

ROAD DISTRICT 
BUDGET

PLEASANT VALLEY 
TOWNSHIP

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that a Tentative 
Budget and Appropriation 
Ordinance for the Road 
Purposes of the Township 
of Pleasant Valley, in the 
County of Jo Daviess, 
State of Illinois, for the 
fiscal year beginning April 
1, 2021 and ending March 
31, 2022, will be on file 
and conveniently available 
to public inspection by 
appointment from Town 
Clerk after 8:00 p.m., the 
27th day of May, 2021.

NOTICE IS FURTHER 
GIVEN HEREBY that 
a public hearing on said 
Budget and Appropriation 
Ordinance will be held at 
7:00 p.m., the 24th day of 
June, 2021 at the Town 
Hall in this Township of 
Pleasant Valley and that 
final hearing and action on 
this ordinance will be taken 
at a meeting to be held at 
the Town Hall at 7:30 p.m., 

the 24th day of June, 2021.
Dated this 11th day of 

May, 2021
Rena Eden, Clerk

(Published in
The Scoop Today

May 19, 2021)
395861

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING ON

TOWNSHIP BUDGET
PLEASANT VALLEY 

TOWNSHIP
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN that a Tentative 
Budget and Appropriation 
Ordinance for the Township 
of Pleasant Valley, in the 
County of Jo Daviess, 
State of Illinois, for the 
fiscal year beginning April 
1, 2021 and ending March 
31, 2022, will be on file 
and conveniently available 
to public inspection by 
appointment from Town 
Clerk upon request after 
8:00 p.m., the 27th day of 
May, 2021.

NOTICE IS FURTHER 
GIVEN HEREBY that 
a public hearing on said 
Budget and Appropriation 
Ordinance will be held at 
7:00 p.m., the 24th day of 
June, 2021 at the Town 
Hall in this Township of 
Pleasant Valley and that 
final hearing and action on 
this ordinance will be taken 
at a meeting to be held at 
the Town Hall at 7:30 p.m., 
the 24th day of June, 2021.

Dated this 11th day of 
May, 2021

Rena Eden, Clerk
(Published in

The Scoop Today
May 19, 2021)

395862

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
MEETING 

On May 19, 2021 at 2:00 
p.m. a meeting conducted 
by Stockton Community 
Unit School District #206 
will take place in the caf-
eteria at Stockton High 
School. The purpose will 
be to discuss the district’s 
plans for providing special 
education services to stu-
dents with disabilities who 
attend private schools and 
home schools within the 
district for the 2021-2022 

school year. If you are par-
ents of a home-schooled 
student who has been or 
may be identified with a 
disability and you reside 
in/within the boundaries 
of Stockton CUSD #206, 
you are urged to attend. If 
you have further questions 
pertaining to this meet-
ing please contact James 
Bunting, Superintendent at 
815-947-3391. 

(Published in
The Scoop Today

May 19, 2021)
395863

ANNUAL 
TREASURER’S REPORT

APPLE RIVER 
TOWNSHIP & ROAD 

DISTRICT
FISCAL YEAR ENDING 

MARCH 31, 2021
TOWNSHIP – 
REVENUE SUMMARY:

Property Taxes - 
$51,573.46; Replacement 
Tax - $1,327.57; Interest 
- $1,242.84; TOIRMA 
Dividend - $557.00; 
Miscellaneous Income - 
$102.00
TOTAL REVENUES: 
$54,802.87

TOWNSHIP - 
COMPENSATION 
SUMMARY:

Range – Under 
$25,000.00: Steve 
Reynolds; James Goken; 
Valerie Stocks; William 
Holland; Todd Cox;  
Joseph McGivney; 
Cory Bourquin. Range - 
$25,000.00 - $49,999.99: 
None.
TOTAL 
COMPENSATION: 
$19,810.00

TOWNSHIP – 
EXPENDITURE 
SUMMARY:

Transfer to Road 
& Bridge Fund - 
$20,000.00; TOIRMA - 
$3,765.00; 
All other disbursements 
less than ($2,500.00) - 
$4851.15
TOTAL VENDORS: 
$28,616.15

ROAD DISTRICT – 
REVENUE SUMMARY:

Property Taxes - 
$65,392.09; Replacement 
Tax - $1,154.94; Interest 

– $2,461.66; Transfer 
from Town Fund - 
$20,000.00; 
 Miscellaneous Income - 
$1,911.08
TOTAL REVENUES: 
$90,919.77

ROAD DISTRICT – 
COMPENSATION 
SUMMARY:

Range – Under 
$25,000.00 – Bob White 
- $1,110.00
TOTAL 
COMPENSATION: 
$1,110.00

ROAD DISTRICT – 
EXPENDITURE 
SUMMARY:

Stagecoach Trails 
Limestone.- $9,145.48; 
Saunders Oil Co.- 
$3,281.12; Civil 
- $41,469.23; Illowa 
Culvert - $3534.00; Pax 
Excavating - $3675.00; 
Ruf’s Farm Service - 
$12,358.00; All other 
disbursements less than 
($2,500.00) – 8,9899.43
TOTAL VENDORS: 
$82,452.26

 SUMMARY 
STATEMENT OF 

CONDITION
TOWNSHIP
Beginning Balance -  
 $112,186
Total Revenues - $54,803
Total Expenditures -
 $48,426
Ending Balance - $118,563
ROAD DISTRICT
Beginning Balance -
 $168,320
Total Revenues -  $90,920
Total Expenditures -
 $83,562
Ending Balance -  
 $175,678
Subscribed and sworn to 
this 27th  day of April, 2021
_____________________

James C. Goken - 
Treasurer

I, Valerie Stocks, Clerk of 
Apple River Township, 
JoDaviess County, Illinois, 
do hereby certify that the 
above is a true copy of the 
Annual Treasurer’s Report 
for the fiscal year ending 
March 31, 2021. 
_____________________

Valerie Stocks – Clerk
(Published in The Scoop 

Today May 19, 2021)
396136

Christina Hollis Estate Guns, 
Ammo and tools Auction   

Saturday, May 22
Doors open at 8 a.m.  Auction at 10 a.m. sharp.

Shipping Association Inc, 230 South Avenue, Scales Mound, IL

Guns: Winchester Model 94 rifle, Winchester Model 70, Original 
Gettysburg Relic Springfield 63, Rossi 38 Special, Davis Industries 
Model D 32 Cal Pistol, Davis Industries Model DM 22 Derringer, 

F.Dumoulin & Co 12 gauge double barrel, Savage 12 Gauge, 
Winchester Air Rifle; Ammo: 12 gauge, 30-30, 7.62x39 mm, 300 
magnum, 22 cal, Mauser 7.63 cartridge, Piranha, Shredders 12 

ga., Flechette 12 ga., 20 ga., Armor Piercing, Ammo box full of 38 
Specials;  Misc. tools and other items.

Not responsible for listing errors. Three Nails Gunsmithing of 
East Dubuque will handle transfers. Guns may be picked up at 
his shop/ 3 day waiting period. $40 per Gun Transfer Charge.  

He can assist with out of state transfers. 
 No buyers premium

Pictures on www.scalesmound.auction and www.auctionzip.com   
Email: moundevents@gmail.com.  Call 815 541 3408

Edward Homb IL Auctioneer Lic. 441.002336 
Not responsible for accidents. Announcements 

on Sale Date take precedence
396210

Spring Flea 
Market  

Indoor and Outdoor
May 22 9 a.m. to  4 p.m. and 

May 23 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Shipping Association Inc.

230 South Ave (next to the RR Tracks)
Scales Mound, IL     Sherry 815 541 3408 or 

email moundevents@gmail.com 396213

 AUCTION
DON CALHOUN EST.

SAT., MAY 22  9:30 AM (STARTING W/GUNS)
MT. CARROLL FARM BUREAU
811 S. CLAY ST., MT. CARROLL

Located just N. of Jct. 64/78
Please follow COVID-19 guidelines

All gun laws apply

GUNS SELLING AT 9:30: Winchester Model 90 lever action 
30-30; Savage Model 110E 30-06; JC Higgins Model 103.18 
bolt action 22; H&R 410 single shot; Ward Western Field 
Model 87 22 auto; Mossberg 22 semi-auto; Stevens 410 single; 
Hopkins & Allan 12ga. single; Triumph 12ga. single shot 
gun; Beebe Arms single 12ga.; New White Powder Wonder 
12ga. choke bore single; Wards Western Field No 47 22 auto; 
Steven 410 single Belgium dbl. barrel 12ga. hammers; Ithica 
dbl. barrel 12ga. hammerless; America Gun Co. 20ga. choke 
bore; (2) dbl. barrel blk. powder shot guns; Marlin 22 Model 
40 semi auto, scope; Winchester Model 67 22 single; Colt 
revolver 6 shot 32; S&W Model 60 38 special, in box; Daisy 
Powerline 850 BB air gun; assorted ammo; 2 gun safes; (5) 
trail cams; COINS: silver coins: quantity of .25, .50, .10; 
approx. 55 silver $-1879CC, 1879S, 1880 O, 1882 CC, 1882 S, 
1888 O, 1890 O, assorted 1000’s; Indianhead pennies, wheat, 
Lincoln Memorial pennies; $1 & $5 silver cert.; TOYS: farm 
toys & games; COLLECTIBLES: Lincoln axes; yd. sticks; 
canes/walking sticks; pocket watches;  pocketknives

TERMS: CASH OR CHECK
MUST HAVE PHOTO ID TO REGISTER

JIM CALHOUN, AUCTIONEER IL LIC.440000333 
MT. CARROLL 815-244-9660

FOR FULL LISTING & PICTURES www.calhounauction.com

394524

C. powdered sugar on medi-
um speed until fluffy. Fold in 
whipped cream.  

Run a knife around the 
side of the cake pan to loos-
en the cake and remove from 
pan. Cut cake horizontally to 
make 3 layers. Fill layers with 
strawberry-rhubarb filling. 
Frost the side and top of the 
cake with the frosting.  Ar-
range the sliced strawberries 
over the top of the cake.  Cov-
er the cake and store it in the 
refrigerator.  

Final thoughts
We have been given the 

green light to remove our 
masks. We get to be in a 
restaurant with a larger group 
and attend sporting events in 
larger numbers. Thank you, 
God, for providing us with a 
way to get through this diffi-
cult year and then some. 

Take some time to think 
about the lives we have lost in 
our communities; we didn’t 
get a chance to celebrate their 
lives and help each other to 

• Kitchen   (Continued from page 12)

accept their passing.  We are 
grateful that we are one step 
closer to having our lives 
back. Hopefully we won’t 
have to go backwards and 
can keep moving forward. 

If you have any spring or 

summer recipes, contact us 
in person, by mail at From 
Lena’s Kitchens, Shopper’s 
Guide, 240 W. Main St., 
Lena, IL 61048 or email us at 
scoopshopper@rvpublishing.
com. 

3
9
3
0
4
0
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SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday
at 4 pm

Merchandise
Real Estate
For Sale/Rent Plumbing Servicesemployment for sale rentals & real estate automotive services offered

 help wanted  real 
 estate

316524

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing, your hometown newspapers 

serving the stateline has an opening for an experienced 
Media Sales Representative to call on current and new 
accounts in a protected sales territory. 

Growing area with many new businesses, this is a great 
opportunity for the right applicant.

We publish newspapers, shoppers and niche publications 
throughout the stateline. You have the opportunity to sell 
into all Rock Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making 
your paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising

Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

To place an ad in our
Help Wanted Section
Call (815) 369-4112

Apartments
LENA LARGE WALK-OUT  
basement apartment $700 
monthly, utilities included, 
1bed/1bath/office  with garage. 
First and last month rent plus de-
posit- no exceptions. References 
required. Serious inquiries only. 
Text to 815-275-2412

 for 
 rent

395627

395628

?YOUR SKILLS

D’ya wanna

WE’RE HIRING

Equal Opportunity Employer 
M/F/D/V/H

ColonyBrands.com

& Affiliates 

800-487-9477

TEXT  to 97211
ColonyJobs

Monday - Friday 8am-4:30pm

PHONE INTERVIEWS

or
VISIT

Monroe, WI

1st Shift

2nd Shift$15

Ongoing social distancing

Must be 16 years or older

Stay !
Bonus requires employment until 8/20/21

394483

International LLC
1555 IL Route 75 East • Freeport, IL. 61032

Positions Available:
Fabrication Operator Welding Department Lead
Hand Welder  Fabrication Department Lead

Great Hours: 6- 3: Monday, Thursday 6-2 Friday 
Possibility of 2-3 Saturday’s a month 6-11
Drug Screen Required, Must be able to read a tape measure 
to 1/32, Must be able to Lift 50 Lbs.
Paid lunch, Generous PTO 

Contact : 1-470-809-1801 395683

NORTH PRAIRIE 
APARTMENTS - STOCKTON

Managed by CMS Management, LLC

Applications are available in the hallway of 
108 building, across from laundry.

This Institution in an Equal Opportunity Provider.

108 Mathilda Drive, Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-2237
1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Apartments

Laundry Facility On-Site • Appliances Furnished

39
41

58

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All 
real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it ille-
gal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex, dis-
ability, familiar/ status or national 
origin, or an intention to make 
any such preference,  limitation 
or discrimination. Familial status 
includes children under the age 
of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women 
and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This news-
paper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised in 
this newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. 
The toll-free tele phone number 
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY
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SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday
at 4 pm

Merchandise
Real Estate
For Sale/Rent Plumbing Servicesemployment for sale rentals & real estate automotive services offered

 garage
 sales

 transportation
Automobiles

2007 MERCEDES BENZ R350 
134,000 mi., new tires & battery, 
clean, runs good. $6,000 OBO 
Stephanie  815-319-0555

2015 F350 Long bed, crew cab, 
diesel, dually, loaded, clean. 815-
275-0446 leave message

Farm Machinery
1982 NEW HOLLAND self-pro-
pelled haybine 1495, 1994 New 
Holland 650 round baler, Two 
Gehl 14’ chopper boxes on John 
Deere wagon gear.  Hesston 
Stacker, 12’ Bearcat Cultmutcher.  
All good condition, never left out-
side.  Call 815-562-6297

CUB LOWBOY 154 Underbelly 
mower. Extra tires, belts & parts. 
$3,600. 262-822-7895.

Motorcycles
1997 HONDA VALKYRIE Black, 
13,200 miles. All chrome options 
& bags. $6,900. 847-245-8811.

2005 HARLEY DAVIDSON FL-
HTCUI ULTRA CLASSIC. Odom-
eter 31600. Call 262-763-2056.

2006 HARLEY DAVIDSON 
Ultra classic, loaded, best of 
everything, custom paint, low 
mi., $30,000 invested, asking 
$10,500 OBO. 262-930-4618.

2008 HARLEY DAVIDSON FL-
STC HARITAGE SOFT TAIL. 
Odometer 17700. Call 262-763-
2056.

Trucks & Trailers
1994 Ford 150XLT, V8 with ton-
neau cover, $5,400. 4’x8’ utility 
trailer, bed expands to 4’x12’. 
847-302-6349

2017 MERCEDES BENZ CAR-
GO VAN Excel., condition, Hi-
top, 2500 series, many extras. 
$29,500 OBO Call Rich 630-742-
4730

CH18 TRITON alum. utlty trailr 
102”Wx18’L, elec. brks, Exc.
cond. $8300 obo. 815-369-4638

Winter 
Accessories

JOHN DEERE snow blower, 10 
HP, 32” cut. $300. 414-412-7389.

IT’S GARAGE SALE 
TIME AGAIN!

To place an ad in our
Business & Service Section...

Call (815) 369-4112

Place your car, truck, motorcycle, 
boat or RV for one price and it 

runs for up to 16 weeks.
$1995

1st three lines 
Extra lines are $1.95 each

17 papers
Starts for 4 weeks and if not sold you call us 
and we will renew at no additional charge!

(Maximum run 16 weeks total)

PRIVATE PARTY ONLY.
Ad must be prepaid. Deadline Friday 4 p.m.

Call 815-369-4112
332805

FIND BARGAINS IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

 for sale

Estate Sales
430 Washington, Cedarville IL 
Estate Toy sale, May 20-22 8a-
4p. Jane Addams Community 
Center. Pokemon, Funkopops, 
Diecast, many collectible toys, 40 
yr. collection, new in boxes. Metal 
signs, sports cards, Ty Beanies 
& Buddies, country CD’s, DVD’s, 
racing, Toystory, Pez, football 
signs, Cherished Teddies, com-
ics. Call for info 815-908-0862.

Pearl City Garage 
Sales

12348 W. Goldmine Rd. Fri. 
May 21 and Sat. May 22 9a-4p. 
1 mi. out of town. 49 yrs. of trea-
sure.  Every holiday indoor & out-
door decor, glassware. No price 
means it’s $1.00.

State’s revenue picture improves as economy recovers
Illinois budget officials said 

last week that revenues are 
flowing into state coffers at 
a faster pace than previously 
estimated, meaning lawmak-
ers will have more money to 
work with as they try to final-
ize a new budget for the fiscal 
year that begins July 1.

The Governor’s Office of 
Management and Budget of-
ficially raised its revenue es-
timate for the current fiscal 
year by more than $1.4 billion 
and by $842 million for the 
upcoming fiscal year.

Those figures are similar 
to the latest revised estimates 
from the General Assembly’s 
budget monitoring agency, the 
Commission on Government 
Forecasting and Accountabil-
ity, which said last week that 
revenues for the current year 
would go up about $2 billion 
while next year’s revenues 
would be $792 million more 
than previously forecasted.

That came as good news 
to state lawmakers who are 
trying to finalize the next fis-
cal year’s budget before their 
scheduled adjournment day 
on May 31, but it still was not 
enough to completely close 
the looming deficit in next 

year’s budget, which House 
Majority Leader Greg Har-
ris, D-Chicago, estimated at 
around $1.3 billion.

“The choices are really 
clear,” Harris said during a 
May 13 news conference. 
“We’re either going to have 
to find ways to cut to fill that 
hole, or we’re going to have 
to review the proposals that 
the governor made to close 
corporate tax loopholes on 
wealthy individuals and cor-
porations. Some mix of those 
will be required.”

In February, Pritzker pro-
posed filling the budget hole 
with about $1.5 billion in rev-
enue enhancements that in-
cluded closing what he called 
“corporate tax loopholes,” but 
which Republicans prefer to 
call “business incentives.”

So far, however, lawmakers 
have not appeared anxious to 
take up Pritzker’s tax propos-
als, at least until they have a 
clearer idea of how big of a 
budget hole needs to be filled.

“I think there’s a number of 
things that the governor has 
proposed that we’ve asked 
members to take a deep dive 
and to be mindful of to think 
about how it would affect 

their constituents vis-à-vis 
the overall state budget…We 
remain very, very invested 
in trying to get a responsi-
ble budget to the governor’s 
desk,” said Rep. Michael 
Zalewski, D-Riverside, who 
chairs the House Revenue 
Committee.

Pritzker’s budget plan 
was drafted before Congress 
passed the American Rescue 
Plan, which will send about 
$8.1 billion in fiscal relief to 
the state. But the U.S. Trea-
sury Department is still in 
the process of finalizing rules 
for how that money can be 
spent, and Harris cautioned 
against trying to use it to fill 
the state’s ongoing structural 
budget deficit.

“We know that this is an 
amount of money that can be 
spent over the course of four 
years, so we have to be very 
thoughtful as how we spend 
it over a period of time,” he 
said. “We know it’s largely 
one-time money. So I think 
we’re all going to want to 
look at it really carefully to 
be sure that we’re not build-
ing this into a base that then 
there would be a cliff when 
this money expired.”

PHOTO SUBMITTED The Scoop today/Shopper’s Guide

 Discover Wisconsin is seeking entries for its Wisconsin photo contest. The win-
ning entries depicting Wisconsin destinations will be featured in a 2022 calendar. 

Discover Wisconsin seeks state 
destinations for photo contest

Discover Wisconsin has 
launched its photo contest via 
social media. In partnership 
with Wisconsin Counties Asso-
ciation, 12 fan-submitted pho-
tos will be published in Discov-
er Wisconsin’s annual calendar, 
featuring images of Wisconsin 
destinations.

The photo contest is acces-
sible on the Discover Wis-
consin’s blog, The Bobber, by 
going online to bobber.discov-
erwisconsin.com/2022-calen-
dar-contest/. Entries will be 
accepted until May 31.

“Seventy-two beautiful 
counties each with a myriad of 
photo opportunities that reflect 
diversity and brilliance — that’s 
Wisconsin,” said Rick Rose of 

Discover Wisconsin in a news 
release. “They say perception is 
in the eye of the beholder.  We 
love our DW calendar photo 
contest, because you can enter 
a photo you took that you just 
love and want to share.”

Following the submission 
and voting period, the Discover 
Wisconsin crew will select the 
top 12 photos to be featured 
in the official 2022 Discover 
Wisconsin calendar. Of the 
top 12, the Discover Wiscon-
sin crew will select the photo 
to be featured on the cover of 
the calendar. The calendars will 
be available for purchase in the 
fall of 2021 at shop.discover-
wisconsin.com.

 The winning photo of the 

2021 calendar’s cover spot is 
a serene summer sunset over 
a sunflower field in Shawano 
County. Eric O’Dell’s photo 
was chosen from more than 
1,300 entries.

 Applicants must submit an 
original digital photo, at least 
300 dpi and no smaller than 
5-by-7-inches in jpeg file for-
mat, that features a Wisconsin 
destination and include their 
name, address, email address, 
photo location and photo cap-
tion. For more guidelines, go 
online to bobber.discover-
wisconsin.com/2022-calen-
dar-contets/. Discover Wiscon-
sin will announce the photo 
winners via various social me-
dia channels.
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Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE, rvpnews.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

392651

39
37

99

• Machinery Loans
• Livestock Loans
• Lines of Credit
• Farm Improvement Loans
• Real Estate Loans
• Financial Planning
• Leasing

Member FDIC

A Heritage of Serving
Local Agriculture

Since 1882
www.stillmanbank.com

• Pearl City   (Continued from front page)

Logan Krell.  Plager hopes his 
seniors can lead the way, de-
spite their lack of varsity expe-
rience. 

“Kuberski and Sheffey are 
our leaders,” Plager said. “Ca-
den was the only player who 
saw substantial playing time 
as a sophomore when we lost 
in the regional championship. 
So, he brings the experience 
behind the plate to help our 
young pitchers navigate their 
first varsity season.” 

Kuberski’s work with the 
young pitchers could have a 
large impact on not only this 
season, but also the years that 
lie ahead. Plager hopes to see 
that experience benefit his 
pitchers as they improve, not-
ing, “Pitching will be our lim-
iting factor.” 

Although, young Pearl City 
pitchers have been learning on 
the go, it is a process that may 
not immediately show on the 
field this season.  Building the 
pitching staff will be an im-
portant part of the Pearl City 
program’s success going into 
the future. 

Despite everything, the 
Wolves have found success 
this season, getting off to a 4-4 
start. 

Last week, the Wolves faced 
off with the Durand-Pecatonica 
Rivermen on May 11 and May 
13. Pearl City came into the 
first game as the favorites as 
they held a record of 3-3, while 
the Rivermen were just 1-7.  
The Rivermen would prove 
to be a tough opponent for the 

Wolves, however.
The first game was an of-

fensive showdown from the 
very start as Du-Pec posted 
seven runs in the top of the 
first inning. The Wolves would 
respond, however, as Sheffey 
singled with the bases loaded, 
driving in two runs. Moments 
later, Dylan Hoyer hit a sacri-
fice fly to center field bringing 
in Kuberski to score.  Still, the 
Wolves found themselves trail-
ing 7-3 as they entered the sec-
ond inning.

In the bottom of the fourth, 
the pressure was on as Pearl 
City was trailing 11-4. Their of-
fense found a way to fight back, 
however, as Kuberski singled 
to left field, bringing in Krell 
to score. Sheffey and Schauer 
followed up with back-to-back 
singles of their own. Schauer’s 
single to right field brought 
in Kuberski and Sheffey, and 
Pearl City had cut the Du-Pec 
lead to just 11-8. Moments 
later, they came within two as 
James Freytag singled to cen-
ter, bringing in Schauer.  

Pearl City would follow up 
their five-run fourth by posting 
another five runs in the bottom 
of the fifth. Following a single 
by Krell, Nathan Brinkmeier 
hit a two-run home run to left 
field, tying the game at 11-11. 
A few at bats later, Freytag sin-
gled to right field, driving in 
two runs for his third RBI of 
the day and giving Pearl City a 
14-11 lead.  

Du-Pec clawed back to tie 
the game in the top of the sev-

enth, eventually forcing the 
game to go into extra innings.  
The Rivermen posted two runs 
in the top of the ninth, once 
again putting the pressure on 
Plager’s Wolves.  Pearl City 
was able to take advantage of 
some sloppy defense, howev-
er, as Du-Pec had two errors 
to start the bottom half. Schau-
er came through in the clutch 
as he singled to right field, 
bringing in Tanner Perdue and 
Kuberski to score, tying the 
game at 16-16. Freytag then 
announced it was time to go 
home as he singled up the mid-
dle to bring in Schauer for the 
walk-off 17-16 victory.  

Pearl City had offensive sup-
port up and down the lineup, 
but it was Freytag who led the 
way, going 4-4 with five RBIs 
and a walk. Schauer finished 
3-5 with four RBIs and two 
runs scored.  Sheffey posted a 
3-5 night with three RBIs and 
two runs scored.  Kuberski 
went 3-6 with four runs scored 
and an RBI.  

Two days later, the teams 
faced off in what would be 
another nail-biting finish.  The 
Wolves held a lead late in the 
game, but collapsed in the 
sixth, allowing the Rivermen 
to post a seven-run inning. Du-
Pec eventually won the game 
by a score of 10-8, splitting the 
season series with the Wolves.  

At 4-4, the Wolves will 
be back in action when they 
travel to face off with the Le-
na-Winslow Panthers this 
Thursday, May 20. 

PHOTO SUBMITTED Shopper’s Guide

Lions honor Le-Win 
grads with scholarships
 Lena High School seniors Douglas Jordan and Alyssa Williams are the recipients 
of the $750 Friends of Lena Lions Scholarship for two years. The scholarship “is 
based on teacher and community recommendation for students who ended their 
high school career with a notable success story at Lena-Winslow High School,” ac-
cording to a news release.

2019. At that time, EFE not-
ed numerous concerns about 
NIA’s lack of meaningful pro-
gramming, unsafe restraint 
practices, restraining residents 
from communication devices 
and a host of other issues.

Following that review, in 
January 2020, the federal Cen-
ters for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services revoked NIA’s 
certification as a psychiatric 
residential treatment facility, or 
PRTF.

In March 2020, however, 
DCFS found that NIA had 
made significant improve-
ments, and the agency lifted a 
hold that had been in place on 
new admissions to the facility 
while continuing to conduct in-
tensive monitoring.

But Equip for Equality con-
ducted another review in the 

fall and winter of 2020 and 
found that many of the same 
issues continued to exist, in-
cluding unsafe and abusive 
restraint practices that at times 
resulted in physical injuries, in-
adequate discipline in response 
to staff abuse, and failure to re-
port abuse to the hotline.

Anthony Penn, executive 
director at NIA, did not imme-
diately respond to a request for 
comment.

The Illinois State Board of 
Education said it also con-
ducted a review of the facility 
and announced Friday that, 
effective Aug. 6, it will assign 
a status of “non-approved” for 
NIA’s education services. That 
means school districts will no 
longer be able to receive reim-
bursements for student place-
ments there.

“The problems document-
ed by Equip for Equality are 
deeply troubling,” state Super-
intendent of Education Carmen 
Ayala said in a statement. “As a 
consequence and as a result of 
ISBE’s regulatory review, we 
are revoking approval of the 
facility and helping school dis-
tricts to transition their students 
to better learning environments 
ahead of the next school year.”

There are currently only 15 
students residing at NIA. The 
agencies with responsibility 
for students at the facility said 
they will immediately begin 
the process of transitioning 
students to other settings, “on a 
phased and orderly basis.”

 Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state govern-
ment.
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