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Now offering virtual tours

 for all new listings!
Buying or Selling? 

Give us a call and let’s see 
what we can do for you!

By Raymon Troncoso 
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

The Illinois State Board 
of Education unanimously 
passed a resolution May 19 
calling on all public schools 

to return to in-person learning 
during the upcoming school 
year.

The resolution doesn’t 
institute any mandates or 
requirements for Illinois 

schools to follow, but shows 
unified support from ISBE 
for an upcoming decision by 
State Superintendent Carmen 
Ayala.

In a weekly blog posted to 

Plans are in the works for 
the 2021 Stephenson County 
Fair, set for July 27 through 
July 31 in Freeport, and orga-
nizers are highlighting some 
of the upcoming attractions:

• More than 20 carnival 
rides provided by C.D.A.C. 
Amusements

• Grandstand entertainment 
including truck and tractor 
pulls Tuesday and Wednes-
day, a demo derby on Friday 
and lawn mower races and the 
tough truck challenge on Sat-
urday

• Daily livestock shows
• The queen pageant at 6 

p.m. Tuesday
• On-grounds entertainment 

including a daily lumberjack 
show, ax throwing, an escape 
room, face painting, Hoo Ha-
ven Rehab and more

• Exhibits in the HomeEc 
Building, along with cake-
walks Tuesday through Friday 
evenings

• Stephenson County 4-H 
exhibits in the Foresight 
Commercial Building

• A beer tent featuring mu-
sic by local bands on Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday 
nights

PHOTO COURTESY STEPHENSON COUNTY FAIR Shopper’s Guide

 After being canceled by the pandemic in 2020, the Stephenson County Fair will be 
back this year with five days of fun from July 27 through July 31. For details, go online 
to Stephensoncountyfair.org.

Broncos softball 
stampedes through 

spring schedule
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

The Orangeville Broncos’ varsity softball team has 
been on a tear through the 2021 spring season.  After 
starting the season 2-1, the Broncos went on a 13-game 
winning streak that propelled them to the top of the 
NUIC-East standings with a 6-2 record in league play.  

 On May 11, the Broncos kicked off their week by 
playing the first of four consecutive games set to take 
place during that week.  Having games scheduled for 
four days in a row can take a toll on a roster, but the 
Broncos rolled through the stretch without a scratch.  

 The Lena-Winslow Panthers were the first to fall 
victim to the Orangeville bats that week. The Panthers 
nabbed an early lead with a single run in the top of the 
first inning, but that was the only run they would score 
as Orangeville took control for the remainder of the 
game. 

Tessa Janecke led the Broncos by going 3-3 with 
a pair of doubles. Tori Plowman excelled from the 
pitcher’s circle and the batter’s box, pitching seven 
innings with nine strikeouts, while allowing just two 
hits and one run.  Plowman also had a double at the 
plate. 

Kanzas White led the Panthers, going 1-1 with a run 
scored. 

 The next day, the Broncos were set to face off with 
what was possibly their toughest opponent of the week 
in the Hiawatha Hawks. Orangeville was trailing 3-1 
entering the fifth inning, but they were able to spark 
some offensive momentum in the final innings to pull 
off the comeback. Tori Corp led off the fifth inning 
with a double and was brought in to score by a triple 
from Janecke. With two outs, Janecke was brought in to 
score as Payton Meier hit a single to tie the game at 3-3.  

 The Broncos were able to take the lead in the bottom 
of the sixth when Ella Doyle led off the inning with 
a double and her pinch runner, Laney Holland, was 
driven in by a Kirsten Frautschy single.  The Broncos 
were able to hold off Hawks scoring following the 
second inning, thanks in part to an impressive pitching 
performance by Plowman, who came in to strike out 
five of the final six outs of the game. 

Meier led the team offensively, going 3-3 with two 
RBIs.  Doyle finished the game 2-3 with two doubles 
herself.  The Broncos were able to pull the comeback 
off and earned their 11th win of the season by a score 
of 4-3. 

 On May 13, the Broncos faced off with the Panthers 
for the second time in three days as they wrapped up 
the season series. Orangeville did their damage early 
on, scoring two runs in the first inning and three more 
in the top of the third when Doyle and Meghan Carlisle 
hit back-to-back doubles. The Broncos tacked on 
insurance runs late, as Frautschy singled to drive in the 
game’s final run. The Broncos won the game by a score 
of 8-1, the same score they beat the Panthers by just 
two days earlier. 

Mark your calendar for the Stephenson County Fair

• A demonstration by Star 
Ambulance and the Freeport 
Rural Fire Department on Sat-
urday afternoon

• Food and commercial 
vendors on the grounds and in 

the Liberty Power Commer-
cial Building

Potential exhibitors may 
register at fairentry.com and 
the complete fair book and 
list of events is available by 

going online to stephenson-
countyfair.org.

For more information, call 
the fair office at 815-235-2918 
or send an email to info@ste-
phensoncountyfair.org. 

State calls for in-person learning next school year
the ISBE website, Ayala said 
she plans to make the mandate 
official “at the conclusion of 
the current academic year,” 
meaning the change will not 
take effect until next school 
year.

Once Ayala issues an of-
ficial declaration, all public 
schools will be required to re-
turn to in-person learning for 
the 2021-’22 academic year 
with no exceptions. Only stu-
dents who are both unvacci-
nated and under a quarantine 
order from the Illinois Depart-
ment of Health will be eligible 
to continue remote learning.

A spokeswoman for ISBE 
said they expect the bulk of 
the population eligible for re-
mote learning at the start of 
the school year to be under 12 
years old. 

“We encourage families 
to use the summer months to 

See SOFTBALL, Page 20
See BOARD, Page 20
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Protect your legacy with farm and crop insurance

0820-516HC_07764-5/5/2021

Farm and crop insurance policies issued by COUNTRY 
Mutual Insurance Company®, Bloomington, Illinois, 
an equal opportunity provider.

Deb Brown
Financial Representative 
Lena 
Deb.Brown@countryfinancial.com 
815-369-2881

396215

McConnell American 
Legion drive-thru Pork 

Chop dinner
Saturday, June 5, 2021 
5 p.m. until sold out

$8
Dinner includes: 
Sandwich, chips, 

applesauce & cookie

396407

393789
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Dreaming Up the
Ideal Retirement
Is Your Job. 
Helping You Get 
There Is Ours.

To learn more about why 
Edward Jones makes sense 
for you, call or visit my 
office today.

Pritzker announces 
road and bridge 
improvement plan
By Grace Barbic
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Gov. JB Pritzker an-
nounced May 19 the release 
of a six-year, $20.7 billion 
construction plan to improve 
roads and bridges throughout 
the state, an annual process 
that the Illinois Department 
of Transportation oversees to 
target infrastructure spending. 

The Highway Improvement 
Program, funded through the 
Rebuild Illinois capital infra-
structure plan passed in 2019, 
will reconstruct nearly 2,779 
miles more miles of roads 
and 7.9 million square feet 
of bridge deck between fiscal 
year 2022 and 2027, accord-
ing to the governor’s office. 

The projects in the plan will 
create and support thousands 
of jobs, “bolstering our pan-
demic recovery in one more 
way,” Pritzker said at a news 
conference.

“This past year truly has 
brought home how important 
transportation systems are in 
connecting the lives of our 
residents and our communi-
ties, delivering food products 
to grocery stores, getting es-
sential workers to their jobs 
and transporting patients to 
the hospital,” Pritzker said. 

The Highway Improvement 
Program is a part of the larg-
er $45 billion Rebuild Illinois 
infrastructure plan, which was 
a bipartisan effort to revitalize 
local economies that passed in 
the governor’s first year. The 
plan invests in roads, bridges, 
railroads, universities, early 
childhood centers and state 
facilities. 

The projects outlined in 
the new multi-year plan will 
continue to create and sup-
port hundreds of thousands of 
jobs, Pritzker said. 

Overall, the Rebuild Illinois 
capital plan is expected to 
support around 540,000 jobs 
over its lifespan. But there are 
currently no estimates avail-
able on how many jobs the 
specific projects through the 
Highway Improvement Pro-
gram will create. 

About $33.2 billion was 
earmarked in the initial re-
lease of the capital plan for 
the transportation sector, with 
$25.3 billion specifically for 
roads and bridges. Most of 

that funding came from an 
increase to the state’s motor 
fuel tax, which was indexed 
for inflation each year, and in-
creases to state licensing fees. 

The Illinois Department of 
Transportation said the plan 
includes $5.79 billion for 
highway reconstruction and 
preservation, $4.82 billion for 
bridge improvements, $2.59 
billion for strategic expan-
sion, $1.43 billion for system 
support such as engineer-
ing and land acquisition and 
$1.21 billion for safety and 
system modernizations.

Acting Illinois Transporta-
tion Secretary Omer Osman 
said the projects outlined in 
this plan are more than just 
projects. 

“They will be the means for 
us to ensure our transportation 
system in Illinois is reliable, 
safe and provides economic 
opportunity for everyone in 
Illinois — our guiding prin-
ciple,” Osman said. “We will 
do so in a way that provides 
equity, and with a workforce 
that reflects the diversity in 
our greatest state, it remains 
the blueprint for how we re-
build Illinois.”

For the upcoming fiscal 
year 2022, approximately 
$3.32 billion has been iden-
tified to fund highway im-
provement projects.  

Currently, some of the proj-
ects through Rebuild Illinois 
include a $173 million multi-
year investment in Interstate 
57 which will continue next 
year and run in segments 
through 2027, over $90 mil-
lion worth of improvements 
to Interstate 55, and $40 
million into Interstate 80 in 
northeastern Illinois, “making 
the road smoother and safer 
amidst the region’s exploding 
intermodal logistical growth,” 
Pritzker said. 

A full list of the projects 
can be found on IDOT’s web-
site. 

Pritzker said the multi-year 
plan will build on progress 
made over the past two years, 
noting Rebuild Illinois has 
already improved over 2,700 
miles of state and local road-
ways and 290 bridges since its 
2019 passage. 

The Highland Communi-
ty College theater depart-
ment has announced that it 
will produce two Pulitzer 
Prize-winning plays in the 
2021-’22 season.

“Our Town” is slated for 
Oct. 7 through Oct. 9 and 
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 When managed correctly, cows help restore healthy soils, conserve sensitive species, enhance ecological func-
tions and can help mitigate climate change, according to the University of California-Davis.

Livestock industry makes strides toward smaller carbon footprint
By Daniel Grant
ILLINOIS FARM BUREAU

The U.S. livestock industry 
continues to meet growing de-
mand for its products around 
the world while reducing its 
carbon footprint.

This despite an onslaught 
of claims to the contrary, in-
cluding a recent academic 
study from North Carolina 
that attempts to link ag emis-
sions with health issues and 
fatalities around the country.

“Science does tell a differ-
ent story than what this aca-
demic study claims,” Jennifer 
Tirey, executive director of 
the Illinois Pork Producers 
Association, told the RFD Ra-
dio Network.

What has the livestock 
industry done to become 
greener at a time it also faces 
increased demand? Tirey de-
scribed monumental progress 
in the hog industry the past 50 
years.

“We’ve doubled production 
from 12 billion to 24 billion 
pounds, yet we’ve been able 
to reduce our land use by 76 
percent, water usage by 25 
percent and our overall car-

bon footprint by more than 7 
percent,” she said.

Greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions from the U.S. pork 
industry currently account 
for about 0.4 percent of all 
GHG emissions nationwide, 
compared to 29 percent from 
the transportation sector and 
about 25 percent from elec-
tricity usage, Tirey noted.

“I think there are a lot of 
stories not being explained 
clearly. It’s almost like they’re 
trying to put fear into consum-
ers,” the IPPA leader noted of 
anti-livestock claims, such as 
the North Carolina-based ag 
emissions study. “That study 
also encourages consumers 
to choose a plant-based diet. 
So, you wonder about the mo-
tivation of the study to begin 
with.”

It’s a similar story in the 
cattle industry where, despite 
major environmental strides, 
farmers remain the target of 
negative campaigns.

Yet, better breeding, genet-
ics and nutrition increased ef-
ficiency as it takes 93 million 
head of cattle to meet higher 
demand now than it did in the 

1970s, when it required 140 
million head of cattle. The 
beef industry currently ac-
counts for about 2 percent of 
all GHG emissions, according 
to the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency.

In fact, when managed 
correctly, cows help restore 
healthy soils, conserve sensi-
tive species, enhance ecolog-
ical functions and can help 
mitigate climate change, ac-
cording to the University of 
California–Davis.

“Farmers who raise any 
species of livestock imple-
ment various tools and tech-
nologies to improve not only 
their respective farms, but 
also to improve sustainability 
by including cover crops, im-
proved genetics and nutrient 
management on their farm-
ing operations,” said Tasha 
Bunting, Illinois Farm Bureau 
assistant director of commod-
ities and livestock programs. 
“This has allowed today’s 
farmers to produce more, us-
ing fewer resources.”

Shifting to milk production, 
the Journal of Animal Scienc-
es reported the U.S. dairy in-

dustry considerably reduced 
its environmental impact the 
past 75 years.

It currently accounts for 
about 1 percent of GHG emis-
sions.

“Industrywide, we’ve defi-
nitely shifted to look more 
at sustainability, with a goal 
of being carbon-neutral by 
2050,” said Bill Deutsch, 
chairman of the Illinois Divi-
sion of Midwest Dairy a and 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau 
member who farms with his 
brother, Pat, near Sycamore. 
“In general, a lot of people 
don’t realize in dairy produc-
tion we’re just a fraction over 
1 percent of the carbon foot-
print (nationwide).”

The U.S. dairy industry 
produced about 186 billion 
pounds of milk from 9.2 mil-
lion cows in 2007 compared 
to 117 billion pounds of milk 
from 25.6 million cows in 
1944. Over that time, the car-
bon footprint from a gallon of 
milk produced in 2007 was 
just 37 percent of that pro-
duced in 1944, according to a 
Cornell University study.

College plans ‘Our Town’ and ‘Sweat’ live on stage
“Sweat” is slated for March 
10 through March 12.

Both productions will be 
performed by Highland stu-
dents on the Fine Arts The-
atre stage in the Ferguson 
Fine Arts Center, 2998 W. 
Pearl City Road, Freeport.

 “Our Town” by Thorn-
ton Wilder begins with the 
simple aspects of the lives 
of the residents of the myth-
ical small town of Grover’s 
Corners and ends asking 
profound questions. “Our 

Town” examines with humor 
and sadness the joys and 
losses experienced in life.

“Our Town” won the Pu-
litzer Prize for drama in 
1938.

 “‘Our Town’ is a power-
ful statement of our shared 
humanity,” Laura Early, the-
ater arts instructor, said in a 
news release. “The play is 
especially relevant to today 
and our desire for human in-
teraction and closeness.” 

 “Sweat” by Lynn Nottage 

is filled with humor, truth 
and heart. The play exam-
ines the relationships of a 
group of friends who spent 
their lives sharing drinks, 
secrets and stories working 
together on the factory floor. 
When layoffs and picket 
lines chip away at trust, the 
friends find themselves pit-
ted against each other to stay 
afloat.

“Sweat” won the Pulitzer 

See PLAN, Page 9See PLAYS, Page 8
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Orangeville City Wide
Garage Sales

Thursday, June 3 • 8 am - 5pm
Friday, June 4 • 8am - 5pm

Saturday, June 5 • 8 am - noon
Maps will be available at the BOCO Gas Station.

The event is sponsored 
by ACT (A Community 

Together)

396476

396669

Your Listing 
Here!!

Pearl City - Wonderfully maintained 
ranch style home with new hardwood 
flooring. 3 Seasons porch - open floor 

plan flows nicely from kitchen, beyond! 
$164,900.

McConnell - Lena Schools! 
Beautifully maintained 2 story, 3-4 
bedroom home with huge family 
room addition, wrap-around front 

porch & 2 stall garage with separated 
shop room & overhead storage! 

Just $114,900?!

Lena   815-369-4747 
Freeport     815-235-6106

Bussian RealtoRs
Julie Willson   815-690-2792

julie@bussianrealtors.com
www.bussianrealtors.com

“ Time to ‘smell the flowers’ this 
Memorial Day!”

Gianna Willson says . . .

ACCEPTED OFFER

ACCEPTED OFFER

396732

Thankyou
everyone who 

made my 95th 

birthday so special, 

I was overwhelmed! 

God bless you.

Mary Ilene Lamm

Run event benefits heart patients
FHN’s Healthy Heart Hustle is back, 

offering a 5K run and an 0.8-mile Victory 
Lap for families helped by the FHN 
Cardiology team.

 The event is slated for Saturday, July 
17, at the FHN Family Healthcare Center 
– Burchard Hills, 1010 W. Fairway Drive 
in Freeport. Day-of-race registration will 
be held from 7 a.m. to 7:30 a.m. and the 
distanced, rolling start 5K run begins 
at 8 a.m. The Victory Lap will be held 
immediately following the 5K start.

 Proceeds from the race will benefit 
heart patients in northwest Illinois through 
the FHN Cardiology Department. Advance 

online registration is $25 for adults and 
$10 for ages 17 and under through July 2. 
(Register by July 2 to guarantee a T-shirt.) 
After July 2, registration is $35 for adults.

 The event will follow CDC and Illinois 
Department of Public Health guidelines in 
effect at the time of the race.

 A virtual 5K option also is available at 
registration. Participants may complete the 
run/walk anywhere and any-time between 
Friday, July 9, and Saturday, July 17, and 
post results or share them with the FHN 
Foundation.

 For more details or to sign up, go 
online to www.fhn.org/5k.
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 Area gardeners are encouraged to share fresh sea-
sonal produce with local food pantries through the 
Plant a Row for the Hungry program.

Gardeners can help feed 
their communities through 
Plant a Row program 

Plant a Row for the Hun-
gry, a nationwide initiative, 
gives gardeners the oppor-
tunity to share their garden 
bounty with local food pan-
tries to help feed the hungry.  

“The COVID pandem-
ic has had a direct impact 
on families and individuals 
who have limited income,” 
Carol Erickson, University 
of Illinois Extension SNAP 
ED educator, said in a news 
release. “Roughly one in 
five individuals in northern 
Illinois worry about having 
enough money to feed their 
family for the next seven 
days. Local food pantries 
and pop-up food pantries 
have been a life-support for 
thousands of families in our 
region.”

“Plant a Row is a great way 
to give back to your commu-
nity,” said Barb Curry, Uni-
versity of Illinois Extension 
SNAP-Ed community work-
er for Stephenson County. 

Popular vegetables to plant 
for donation include tomato, 
zucchini, winter squash, po-
tato, onion, peppers, cucum-
bers, melon, broccoli, cab-
bage, sweet potato, carrots 
and beans.

“Tomatoes are number 
one,” Erickson said. “But 
sweet corn is another vege-
table that is well-liked with 
food pantries.”

Both Erickson and Cur-
ry advise gardeners to get 
in contact with a local food 
pantry to find out about 
needs, cooler space, delivery 
preferences and more.

 “Create a relationship 
with the food pantry volun-
teers and respect that they 
can only handle so much 
produce at one time,” Curry 
said.

“Keep in mind that often 
pantries don’t have a lot of 
cooler or refrigerator space 
to keep vegetables from 
over-ripening throughout 
the week while they are not 
open,” Erickson said.  

“Food pantries and their 

patrons appreciate when 
fresh produce is donated and 
available to choose from,” 
Erickson said. “Fresh veg-
etables can be expensive to 
purchase; donating your sur-
plus is a great way to help 
others in your community 
enjoy them.

“If more people donate, 
it accumulates — it doesn’t 
have to be a bushel — some-
times five cucumbers is plen-
ty.”

For more information 
about the Plant A Row pro-
gram, contact Curry at 815-
235-4125 or Erickson at 779-
423-0982.

A roundup of high school 
sports scores and notes re-
ceived by The Scoop Today/
Shopper’s Guide. All scores 
are for varsity games unless 
noted.

Softball
• May 17: Stockton-Warren 

defeated Pecatonica, 6-4
Cameron Kent was the 

winning pitcher for Stock-
ton-Warren. She also went 2-3 
at the plate.

Other leading Warhawk hit-
ters were Lauren Kehl, 2-4; 
Elaina Martin, 3-4; Kiersten 
Winters, 2-2; Megan Hynek, 

Applications due soon for 
professional theater apprenticeship

For the fifth year in a row, 
the Illinois Arts Council has 
awarded Timber Lake Play-
house in Mount Carroll a grant 
to create a paid apprentice pro-
gram for area teens interested 
in pursuing careers in the the-
ater arts.

Playhouse officials are ac-
cepting applications for the ap-
prenticeship program through 
Tuesday, June 1.

Timber Lake Playhouse, 
operating in its 60th season, 
hires performers, directors 
and designers from around 
the country each year. The ap-
prentice program is designed 
to immerse pre-college teens 

from Northwest Illinois in all 
aspects of professional theater 
production. The grant provides 
an hourly pay rate comparable 
to other summer work.

“It is important for TLP to 
offer programming to area 
teens,” TLP Executive Direc-
tor Dan Danielowski said in 
a news release. “We expect 
some very talented high school 
students to apply for these po-
sitions.” 

The teens will be chosen 
based on an artistic statement, 
letter of recommendation and 
interview. Priority will be giv-
en to this year’s high school 
juniors and graduates, those 

already accepted to university 
programs and those who’ve 
demonstrated a clear commit-
ment to pursuing a career in 
theater. 

The apprentice program 
lasts 10 weeks and provides 
experience in all aspects of 
running a theater.

 Interested youth should 
send a letter of application 
with an artistic statement and a 
letter of recommendation from 
someone familiar with their 
work to admin@timberlake-
playhouse.org. 

“It’s a remarkable invest-
ment in the cultural life of the 
region,” Artistic Director Paul 

Stancato said in the release. 
“To go into a university pro-
gram with existing profession-
al credits gives these artists a 
huge advantage.

“Combining that with a sal-
ary says that we believe in the 
value of the theater arts and 
in you, as the next generation 
of artists from Northwest Illi-
nois.”

For information about up-
coming concerts and produc-
tions at the playhouse, go on-
line to timberlakeplayhouse.
org or call the box office at 
815-244-2035 between 10 
a.m. and 5 p.m. Tuesday 
through Friday.

Sports roundup
2-3; and Elise Adleman, 1-4.

Baseball
• May 19: Pearl City defeat-

ed Le-Win, 1-0
Both pitchers threw all 

seven innings, with Le-Win’s 
Max Amendt tallying 13 
strikeouts and Pearl City’s 
Nathan Brinkmeier chalking 
up nine.

Tanner Perdue had two hits 
for Pearl City, while Drew 
Streckwald of Le-Win and 
Brinkmeier of Pearl City each 
had one hit.

• May 20: Le-Win defeated 
Pearl City 18-0 in five innings

Le-Win’s Ethan Fye 
pitched a complete game and 
tallied six strikeouts. Losing 
pitcher Tommy Perdue had 
four strikeouts in 4.1 innings.

Offensively, Le-Win’s Max 
Amendt had four hits and four 
RBIs, Fye had three hits and 
three RBIs and Brett Lane had 
three hits and two RBIs.

• May 21: Warren/Stockton 
defeated Le-Win, 11-5

Caleb Mammoser had four 
hits and five RBIs for Warren/
Stockton.

Matthew Riedl had six 
strikeouts for Warren/Stock-
ton and Drew Streckwald had 
six K’s for Le-Win as well.

• May 22: Forreston defeat-

ed Le-Win, 10-4
On the mound, Jake Zeal 

had five strikeouts for Le-
Win.

Track and field
• May 17: The Le-Win girls 

won their home meet with 66 
points, topping Milledgeville 
(62), Dakota (56) and Amboy 
(45).

Le-Win won several events: 
Sarah Edler, first in 800 me-
ters; Leah Goebel, Sidney 
Weegens, Grace Groezing-
er and Taylor Amill, first in 
4x100 relay; and Ava Fiedler, 
Goebel, Groezinger and Ava 
Randecker, first in 4x200 re-
lay.
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Cover crops deliver big bang for the buck
By Kris Reynolds
AMERICAN FARMLAND TRUST

Illinois is blessed with 
the black gold that feeds 
America: rich, deep soils 
that make it one of the 
highest producing regions in 
the world. 

Agriculture is the largest 
economic sector in the state, 
and Illinois is among the 
top producers of corn and 
soybeans in the nation. My 
family has been part of this 
proud farming tradition for 
five generations. 

Unfortunately, despite 
the stewardship of 
dedicated farmers, erosion 
is steadily taking its toll 
on this irreplaceable 
resource. We’ve lost about 
half of the organic matter 
that we had when we started 

plowing. 
But there’s a proven 

way to prevent erosion, 
improve water quality, 
boost productivity and help 
farmers stay on the land—a 
practice that has gained 
widespread attention lately 
for its ability to draw 
carbon from the atmosphere 
and sequester it in the soil.  

You might be expecting 
something high tech, but 
this winning strategy is the 
age-old farming practice of 
planting cover crops. 

Farmers use cover crops 
between growing seasons 
to hold the soil in place and 
prevent excess nutrients 
from entering waterways. 
The Illinois Nutrient Loss 
Reduction Strategy estimates 
that planting cover crops 

can reduce nutrient losses 
from croplands by at least 30 
percent, which would go a 
long way to preventing toxic 
algae blooms in local lakes 
and the Gulf of Mexico. 
Plus, cover crops save 
farmers time and money on 
fertilizers and herbicides. 
Healthier soils are also more 
resistant to disturbances like 
pest outbreaks, disease or 
extreme weather events. 

There are climate benefits 
as well. Planting cover 
crops, along with other 
conservation agriculture 
practices, has the potential 
to reduce emissions and 
sequester millions of metric 
tons of harmful greenhouse 
gases in soils. These 
practices can dramatically 
cut the agricultural sector’s 

greenhouse gas footprint. 
But as of 2019, cover 

crops were grown on less 
than 6 percent of Illinois 
cropland. 

So why don’t more 
farmers do it? Farming is 
a business with a lot of 
overhead and small margins. 
It’s risky to change the way 
you operate, and it takes a 
few years to see the payoff. 
Farmers think of cover crops 
just like any other farm 
input. At the end of the day, I 
make management decisions 
to improve the profitability 
of my farming operation. If 
I don’t, there won’t be any 
sixth- or seventh-generation 
Reynolds farming in 
Montgomery County. 

Citizens urged to 
check into park 
development 
proposal

Citizens of Jo Daviess 
County: Are you aware of 
what the Jo Daviess County 
Board is planning for the 
future of Jo Daviess County?

The county board is in the 
planning stages to develop 
a county park working with 
the Jo Daviess Conservation 
Foundation. They are stating 
that it will not be a tax 
liability for the taxpayers. 
The funds will come from 
outside sources. 

About every municipality 
in Jo Daviess County has a 
park that is on the tax rolls. 

We also have three state 
parks in our local area. When 
you have control of a park, 
there are expenses that are 
needed, such as insurance, 
rest rooms, water and labor 
for daily management and 
maintenance, plus several 
more expenses when you are 
maintaining a public entity. 
Where is the money going 
to come from? The county 
board message is it will be 
funded from outside sources, 
not taxpayers.

The Stockton Park District 
Board working with the 
Jo Daviess Conservation 
Foundation went through the 
same situation (within) the 
last few years. They were 
gifted some land to enlarge 

their park and the expenses 
would come from outside 
sources. The Stockton Park 
District Board felt this would 
be good for the community.

Stockton Park District 
Board found out that all 
funds from the outside did 
not cover all the expenses for 
the park. The park district 
board then had to levy 
funds from taxes to make 
the expenses. Stockton Park 
District Board then decided 
it was a detriment to the 
community and had to use 
legal procedures to free itself 
from the gift of land.

I just wanted to make 
the citizens aware of what 
is in the planning stages 
for Jo Daviess County. My 

main concern is why is our 
Jo Daviess County Board 
involved in this project?  Do 
we spend tax dollars for a 
park while the infrastructure 
of Jo Daviess County is 
deteriorating?

Read the Ad-Hoc County 
Park Committee minutes on 
the Jo Daviess County web 
site. Please let your county 
board representative know 
your thoughts on this project. 
Your representative needs to 
know your thoughts because 
it is their job to represent you.

I have learned through 
life that nothing is free. As a 
taxpayer, I don’t need more 
taxes added to my tax bill.

Ron Mapes
Stockton

There’s always a 
reason for gratitude

My husband left this world 
in November. I miss him every 
day, in every way. Of course 
I do. I had someone tell me it 
would be weird if I wasn’t sad 
right now. She was right.

It’s hard to understand why 
it has to be this way. Why my 
future has changed suddenly 
and inexplicably. Why he is 
there and I am here, when all 
we ever knew was us together. 

Grief is very lonely. You 
want to be part of this world, 
but the person you long for 
most is part of another and 
no one really understands, 
although they want to and try. 

Despite the grief, I am 
becoming grateful. I am 
leaning into it more and 
more every day. Or at least 
I am trying. I am filled with 
gratitude for the love we 
shared. For the love we share. 
Present tense. 

Gratitude is a gift. It fills 
your heart and feeds your 
soul at the deepest of levels. It 
enhances life.

I am filled with gratitude 
for so many things. I guess 
it’s the whole glass half-full 
or half-empty concept. Which 
do I choose? Because it is my 
choice. We all have the choice, 
and we all know the answer. 
Hard as it is, sometimes, it’s 
obvious.

At first I lamented, in the 
true sense of the word. We had 
33 years together. I lamented 
we didn’t get 50. I still do, 
sometimes, but mostly I try to 
give thanks for the 33. 

We may have missed out on 
the 17 years between 33 and 
50, but we could have had less. 

Much less. He got to see our 
children grow from babies to 
adulthood. We got to do this 
together. It was our life project. 
I’m grateful for that.

We grew together, for each 
other, with each other over 
the years. Many couples don’t 
get this chance, others grow 
apart instead of together. I’m 
grateful for our growth — 
together. It was fabulous.

We had a lasting and 
enduring love for one another. 
Still do. Not everyone can say 
that. How can I not be filled 
to the brim with gratitude for 
a love so pure and strong and 
absolutely life-changing? I am 
filled. 

I’ve always been a 
proponent of gratitude, but 
lately I’ve come to believe 
it is life-changing. Finding 
gratitude in whatever 
circumstance you are in is 
key to growth and joy. And 
there is always something to 
be grateful for. Always. If you 
are still alive and breathing, 
then each breath is cause for 
gratitude. 

Gratitude is a blessing. My 
husband is a blessing. And 
the bigger the blessing — the 
more blessings you have —the 
more there is to lose. That’s 

Slices of life

In my opinion

Letter to the editor
See OPINION, Page 17

See SLICES, Page 8
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800-373-5550                                            
ClearyBuilding.com

Build & Protect... It's What We Do!
Boats, Trucks, ATV's, Horses, Machinery, RV's, & Much More

Why Choose CLEARY?
Visit ClearyBuilding.com Today!

• Strongest Structure in the Industry
• DreamMaker 3D Design Software
• We Manufacture & Construct Our Product
•                           Lifetime Steel Warranty
• Featuring                Doors
• Builders Risk & Full Insurance

Oregon, IL
815-732-9101

392320

MOWERY AUTO PARTS

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks

392194

GET MORE OPTIONS

GET MORE OUT OF YOUR HOME 

A Home Equity Line of
Credit might be your
answer! This revolving
line of credit is
secured by a
mortgage and
available to borrowers
who have equity built
up in their home. 

Thinking of renovating? Want to consolidate debts? Talk to us!

Talk to one of our experienced lenders about the many benefits of this flexible,
locally serviced option!

Dennis Huttenlocher
dennish@csbnow.com

Lena/Freeport
NMLS #757614

Matt Moyer
mattm@csbnow.com

Freeport
NMLS #1253425

Sam VenHuizen
samv@csbnow.com

Stockton
NMLS #1747098

Alex Bertram
alexb@csbnow.com

Lena/Freeport
NMLS #2083695

Citizens State Bank NMLS #740680

395503

JOSEPH F. DAUBE SR.
Joseph F. Daube Sr. of War-

ren, Illinois, (Chicago) passed 
away on Saturday, May 15, 
2021, surrounded by his chil-
dren.

Joseph is survived by sis-
ters, Marie and Rita; seven 
children, Joseph Jr., Jeanne 
(Vic) Larson, Janine (Patrick) 
Curtin, Jeffrey, Jackie (Bob) 
Vilches, Jay (Sue) Daube and 
Julie Lyn Daube; nine grand-
children; three great-grand-
children; and many cousins, 
nieces and nephews.  

Joseph lived in Chicago and 

served as a 
Chicago po-
lice officer 
for 27 years 
until his re-
tirement in 
1989. He 
was also a 
c a r p e n t e r , 
working on 

his homes and projects for 
others. He lived in Kendall, 
Wisconsin, for a time and then 
settled in Warren, where he 
enjoyed gardening, his many 
collections and hobbies such 
as feeding the birds, oil paint-

ing, model trains, woodwork-
ing and meeting friends at the 
local café for breakfast. He 
enjoyed getting together with 
his family and watching his 
grandchildren grow.   

Dad, you taught us many 
things growing up — how 
to fish, camp, build and fix 
things. The most important, 
which we learned through 
your actions, was to have in-
tegrity, patience, tolerance 
and to always be there for 
your family.  Your presence 
was formidable but your heart 
was gentle and loving.  Thank 

you from us — we will love 
you always.

Visitation and a memori-
al Mass were held Saturday, 
May 22, at St. Ann’s Church 
in Warren.

In lieu of flowers, we ask 
that donations be made to 
the Chicago Police Memori-
al Fund at https://give.cpd-
memorial.org or the Chicago 
Police Memorial Foundation, 
1407 W. Washington Blvd., 
Chicago, IL 60607.

Condolences may be sent to 
the family at www.leamonfh.
com.

TODD HOWE
Todd Howe, 59, former-

ly of Orangeville, Illinois, 
passed away unexpectedly 
on Friday, May 14, 2021. He 
was born Feb. 14, 1962, to 
Marguerite (Goetz) Howe and 
Max Troxell in Freeport, Illi-
nois. Todd met his best friend, 
Jennifer Fedorev, in 2012, and 
they were united in marriage 
in 2019. 

Todd was a cheesemaker all 
of his life. He started Stateline 
Dairy Products in 2002, in 
Red Oak, Illinois, which he 
owned and operated. He was 
a member of the Wisconsin 
Cheesemakers Association.  

Todd is survived by his 
wife, Jennifer, of Winnebago, 
Illinois; two sons, John Howe 
of Monroe, Wisconsin, and 
Tom (Morgan) Howe of Lena, 
Illinois; two step-sons, Evan 
Fedorev of Dekalb, Illinois, 
and Connor Fedorev of Rock-
ford, Illinois; three grandchil-
dren, Blake, Evelyn and Lyd-
ia; brothers, David (Yvonne) 
Howe of Freeport and Jon 
Howe of Portage, Wiscon-
sin; sisters, Dawn Jacobs of 
McConnell, Illinois, Nancy 
(Kent) Seuring of Lena and 
numerous nieces and neph-
ews.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents.

JEAN O. LOGEMANN
Jean O. Logemann, 95, of 

Monroe, Wisconsin, formerly 
of Stockton, Illinois, passed 
away on May 19, 2021, at 
Pleasant View Nursing Home 
in Monroe. Jean was born in 
Stephenson County, Illinois, on 
Feb. 4, 1926, to Eli and Clara 
(LaDue) Chapin.  

Jean attended her early 
school years in Lena, Illinois.  
After the deaths of her parents, 
16-year-old Jean lived with 
Lois and Hans Bingert in Free-
port, Illinois, to serve as a nan-
ny to their daughters, Barbara 
and Jacqueline. The Bingerts 
quickly became Jean’s “adopt-
ed” family and remained life-
long friends.  

She was a graduate of Free-
port High School in 1943 
during World War II and St. 
Francis School of Nursing in 
1947. One of her first profes-
sional experiences was working 
as a nurse for a year in a New 
York City hospital.   

She married Stanley E. 
Logemann on July 15, 1951, 
and the couple farmed in the ru-
ral Stockton, Illinois, area. They 
had five children: William, 
Lynne, Elaine, Carl and Clark.   

Jean relocated to Monroe in 
the early 1970s, where she was 
employed at St. Clare Hospital 
as a surgical nurse until her re-
tirement in the 1980s. She was 
a member of St. Francis Hospi-
tal Alumni Association, Lafay-
ette County Genealogy Society, 
Stockton Unitarian-Universal-
ist Church and the Albion Com-
munity Club.  

An avid 
reader and 
g a r d e n e r , 
Jean en-
joyed play-
ing bridge 
with friends 
and besting 
her grand-
children at 

euchre. She was an excellent 
cook and loved sharing culi-
nary creations at family meals, 
especially her sourdough bread. 
Her children and grandchildren 
have carried on the sourdough 
tradition, still using her starter 
from 1994. Her grandchildren 
brought light to her life and her 
time with them was cherished 
by all.

Jean was predeceased by her 
son, Carl Chapin Logemann, in 
2008; daughter-in-law, Martha 
Pulido Logemann, in 2019; her 
parents; her brother, Wendell 
Chapin; and sisters, Geraldine 
Winters, Roberta Fager and 
June Rakowska.

Her survivors include Wil-
liam Logemann, Monroe; 
Lynne (Kerry) George, An-
keny, Iowa; Elaine Enriquez, 
Freeport; Mary Kay Klarer 
Logemann, Platteville, Wis-
consin; and Clark Logemann, 
Rockford, Illinois. Jean had 
seven grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren.

Memorials may be sent to the 
Stockton Unitarian Universalist 
Church or Wisconsin Public 
Radio. Condolences may be 
sent to Leamon’s Funeral Home 
in Lena at www.leamonfh.com. 

Services will be held at a lat-
er date.

ARLO D. PAXTON
Arlo D. Paxton, 94, of 

Stockton, passed away Sat-
urday, May 15, 2021, at his 
home. He was born May 7, 
1927, in Prophetstown, Illi-
nois, the son of Charles and 
Sylvia (Egert) Paxton. He 
married the love of his life, 
Pauline Lashbrook, on July 
19, 1947, in Atkinson, Illi-
nois. They began their life to-
gether farming in Sandwich, 
Illinois.

Arlo was a man of determi-
nation and never gave up on 
the things he wanted to ac-
complish in his many years. 
He began as a young man 
serving in the Army, then 
came back home to farm, the 
true thing in his life he loved 
to do; it was in his heart and 
blood to be a great farmer. He 
farmed in many places: Sand-

wich, Proph-
e t s t o w n , 
Mount Car-
roll, Lanark 
and his final 
homes tead 
in Stockton. 
At one point, 
he semi-re-
tired, moved 

to Lanark and became chief of 
police. That was not enough 
to keep him busy. With his 
loving wife, he opened and 
operated Gold Nugget Foods 
and Dairy King Ice Cream 
Shoppe. His love for farming 
brought them back to Stock-
ton to farm again, and togeth-
er they brought joy to many 
with the fantastic Christmas 
light display that they shared 
with everyone. While living 
in Stockton, he was Pleasant 
Valley Township road com-

missioner and belonged to 
American Legion and Holy 
Cross Church. Through the 
years he enjoyed collecting 
antique tractors, not just a 
few, 100 or more. He had a 
passion for his yard and beau-
tiful flowers, but most of all, 
he had a love for his family 
— lots of love. Little ones put 
a sparkle in his eyes.

He is survived by his lov-
ing wife; a son, James Pax-
ton, of Jacksonville, North 
Carolina; a daughter, Corine 
(Lee) Charles, of Mount 
Carroll; four grandchildren, 
Terry (Christy) Charles of 
Mount Carroll, Trisha (Jerry) 
Oppold of Stockton, Lacey 
(Jim) Mason of Manchester, 
Michigan and James Pax-
ton of Jacksonville; seven 
great-grandchildren, Brooke 
(Grant) Pierce, David (Mor-

gan Smith) Craig, Olivia 
Charles, Aubrey Charles, 
Caroline Mason, Eleanor Ma-
son and Kayla Paxton; three 
great-great grandsons, Carter 
Dunfee, Marshall Pierce and 
Jordan Pierce; and his sister, 
Bernadette Siefken, of Proph-
etstown.

He was proceeded in death 
by his parents; and brothers, 
Clifford, Darrell, Warren, 
Larry, Norman and Lester.

A visitation was held 
Thursday, May 20, at Law 
Jones Funeral Home in 
Mount Carroll and on Friday, 
May 21, before the services at 
Holy Cross Church in Stock-
ton. His final resting place is 
at Oakhill Cemetery in Mount 
Carroll. In lieu of flowers, a 
memorial has been estab-
lished for the Mount Carroll 
and Stockton FFA chapters.

Obituaries

A visitation and funeral services were held 
Saturday, May 22, 2021, at the Cramer-Lea-
mon Funeral Home in Orangeville. Chaplain 
Sean Huguenin officiated the services.

Burial will be at Sunset Acres in Oran-
geville.

A memorial has been established in his 
name. Condolences may be sent to the family 
at www.leamonfh.com.
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Congratulations stoCkton graduates

Elise Adleman Kaylee Allen Dawson Bauer Taylor Broshous Mitchel Coffey Wesley Cox Lucas Crome Madelynn Ertmer

Andrew Haas Case Harmston Jason Hermann Hunter Hille James Hille Camren Hofman Hayley Johnson Ivannie Jones

Evan Kazijian Gavin Keeffer Konnor Laity Madison Lara Kaylee Luke Patrick Mensendike Alyssa Randecker Chandler Reifsteck

Joshua Reynolds Jaden Rice Simon Rillie Casey Rowe Bryce Smith Riley Stocks Tiana Timpe Emma Westaby

243112

FULL THROTTLE POWER SPORTS
Lena • 815-369-2153

292945

Stockton Travel Center
Open 24 Hours

65659

Sullivan’s Foods
Stockton • 815-947-3318

66471

Hartzell’s IGA
Warren • 815-745-3311

396174

Wagner Automotive • Stockton
Sales 815-947-2120 • Service 815-947-1889

396197

Liles Chiropractic Clinic, Ltd.
Lena • 815-369-4974

204107

Raders Insurance Agency
Lena • 815-369-4225

205131

Bauer & Fonseca, P.C.
Stockton • 815-947-4594

68171Congratulations to ALL Area 
Graduates- Stockton Auto Supply

70043

B&B Hillside Repair
Stockton • 815-947-3297

315695

Apple Canyon Lake P.O.A.
& Apple Canyon Lake Golf Course

Congratulations to ALL Area Graduates!

395980

Welcome Home NW Illinois
Lena • 815-291-2330

396194

Vanderheyden Furniture & Flooring
9105 US Route 20 W • Lena • 815-369-2224

243109

Woodbine Bend Golf Course & Restaurant
Congratulations Graduates!

68662

Hermann Funeral Homes & Monuments
Pearl City • 815-443-2246
Stockton • 815-947-3355
Shannon • 815-864-2441

70080

Congratulations to All Area Graduates
from Lena State Bank!

68721

Congratulations to all Area Graduates
Stockton Auto Body

280893

Stephenson Service Company
Freeport • 815-235-7400

396178

Citizens State Bank
Lena • Stockton • Freeport

www.csbnow.com

 

 

395973

Vincent, Roth, Toepfer & Leinen, P.C.
Warren • 815-745-2624

396201

These businesses proudly support the 2021 Graduates 
of Stockton
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Congratulations stoCkton graduates

Devin Wickler Casey Williams Kiersten Winters Adriana Curtiss

377160

Stockton Dental Center
Stockton • 815-947-3700

377196

Congratulations to ALL area Graduates! 
Stella’s Cafe & Catering • Stockton

Congratulations to 
All Area Graduates

Stockton, IL

395743

Congratulations orangeville graduates

Zach Baker Chase Bowen Tori Corp Jake Doyle Ethan Folgate Lindsey Folgate Kirsten Frautschy Monica Garcia

Zack Isley Cade Janecke Kylie Jones Chase Jordan Conner Jordan Mersadez Martin Alivia McIntosh Payton Meier

Kyle Miller Kacey Morgan Camree Pelikan Tori Plowman McKayla Riemer Hayden Roth Devin Siebarth Natalie Smith

Dawson Stamm

116364

Congratulations to All Area Graduates
from Lena State Bank!

68979

Congratulations from The Other Place
Orangeville • 815-789-4661

Monroe, WI 
608-325-4464

3962230519-031-05-26-2021

Deb Brown
Lena • 815-369-2881

68128

Congratulations to all area graduates
from Brush Creek Golf Course

68181

Congratulations from Leverton Sales
McConnell • 815-868-2237

280892

Stephenson Service Company
Freeport • 815-235-7400

281644

Bowen Oil & Boco 
Mini Marts Orangeville

68718

Cramer-Leamon Funeral Home
Orangeville • 815-789-4411

68696

Stateline Insurance Services, Inc.
Orangeville • 815-789-3366

396220WWW.COMMUNITYBANK.COM

These businesses 
proudly support 

the 2021 
Graduates of 
Orangeville

These businesses proudly support 
the 2021 Graduates of Stockton
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Congratulations river ridge graduates

Greta Dittmar Bryton Engle Julia Finazzo Riley Finn Eric Goldsmith, Jr. Madelyn Greenwald Trevor Grube Livia Haas

Kylie Hiher Adam Holcomb Johnathan James Abbigail Johnson Kaitlin Kilgore Danae Kloss Emma Kloss Ethan Koch

Liam Ortmeier Hampton Petsche Andrew Pratt Sarah Pratt Caleb Rhodes Mauricio Sanchez Charlie Schnitzler Jarrett Schoenhaar

Mary Scott Libbey 
Shellenberger

Jacob Sollars Dillon Taplin Conner Tippett Jacob Veltkamp Allie Whight Daren Winter

Samuel Woodhouse-
Whitmer

68174Congratulations to ALL Area 
Graduates- Stockton Auto Supply

396199

Jo-Carroll Energy
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346210

Apple Canyon Lake P.O.A.
& Apple Canyon Lake Golf Course

Congratulations to ALL Area Graduates!

314982

Stephenson Service Company
Freeport • 815-235-7400

T H E

315833

Elizabeth • 815-858-2225
Hanover • 815-591-2201
www.appleriverstatebank.com

118067

Pat’s Country House Grocery
Scales Mound • 815-845-2316

243110

Woodbine Bend Golf Course & Restaurant
Congratulations Graduates!

66473

Hartzell’s IGA
Warren • 815-745-3311

These businesses 
proudly support 

the 2021 
Graduates of 
River Ridge

Prize for drama in 2017 and 
is the second Pulitzer for 
Nottage. Her play “Ruined” 
won the Pulitzer in 2009. 
Nottage is the first and only 
woman to have won the Pu-
litzer Prize for drama twice.

 “I am a huge Lynn Not-
tage fan, and I am thrilled to 
direct ‘Sweat,’” Early said. 
“Lynn Nottage is one of the 
greatest living American 

playwrights and this play is 
relevant, moving, and time-
ly.” 

 “Sweat” contains strong 
language and mature content. 
Parental guidance is suggest-
ed for audience members un-
der age 17 and no attendees 
under age 12 will be allowed.

 Auditions for “Our Town” 
and “Sweat” are open to stu-
dents, faculty, staff and com-

munity members. Highland 
actively seeks a diverse cast. 
Look for announcements for 
virtual or in-person auditions 
for “Our Town” in August.

 Tickets for “Our Town” 
and “Sweat” will go on sale 
through the box office 30 
days before opening night 
by phone at 815-599-3718 or 
online at highland.edu/box-
office.

• Plays   (Continued from page 2)

how I saw it at first, when I 
found myself in the eye of the 
hurricane of grief. 

Seeing the loss is not 
the best way to perceive it, 
though. Not really. We can’t 
or shouldn’t live life afraid of 
loss. We can’t deny blessings 
because losing them will 
be hard. We can’t live life 
cautiously or safely. Or at 
least we shouldn’t.

Life is meant to be lived 
fully and deeply. It is meant 
to be filled with gifts and 
gratitude. It’s also filled with 
hard times, sometimes. 

But the hard times can 
and will pass — if you are 
willing to see the gifts in 
front of you right now, in 
the present moment. All that 
takes is opening your eyes, 
your heart and your mind to 

the possibilities. Accept your 
gifts. Pull off the bows. 

Jill Pertler is an award-
winning syndicated 
columnist, published 
playwright, author and 
member of the National 
Society of Newspaper 
Columnists. Don’t miss a 
slice; follow the Slices of Life 
page on Facebook.

• Slices   (Continued from page 4)
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Congratulations Pearl City graduates

Estrella Ayala Kylee Baker Garrett Boop Mari Brenner Tamara Broege Carter Brudi Molly Cropper Skyler Dirksen

Ali Fischer Dylan Hoyer Macie Kaney Logan Krell Caden Kuberski Maddie Lesko Miranda Mellentine Fenixx Menefee

Makayla Milam Caitlin Niesman Dean Polizzi Joey Roman Makayla Ruttman Montana Sargent Mick Sesker Jase Sheffey

Madyson Stephan Jenée Stultz Ella Williams

280891

Stephenson Service Company
Freeport • 815-235-7400

67244

Congratulations Graduates!!
From Brinkmeier’s Plumbing, LLC

67245

Barry’s Collision Center
Pearl City • 815-443-9944

281645

Bowen Oil & Boco 
Mini Marts Pearl City

345275

Offenheiser Schwarz Funeral Home
Pearl City

68664

Hermann Funeral Homes & Monuments
Pearl City • 815-443-2246
Stockton • 815-947-3355
Shannon • 815-864-2441

68713

Raders Insurance Agency
Lena • 815-369-4225

70088

Congratulations to All Area Graduates
from Lena State Bank!

Kempel Urish Construction, Inc.
815-443-2577 or 815-291-5988 377170

lm
oran

utual
since 1879

Pearl City, IL
815-443-2074

Reinsured by

377168161864

The State Bank of Pearl City
Pearl City • 815-443-2725

66463

Little John’s Tap
Pearl City • 815-443-2818

68178Congratulations to ALL Area 
Graduates- Stockton Auto Supply

396179

Citizens State Bank
Lena • Stockton • Freeport

www.csbnow.com

 

 

McConnell
815-541-3348 346046

These businesses proudly 
support the 2021 Graduates of 
Pearl City

“In every project we’ve 
made hundreds of safety im-
provements along the way, 
enhancing right of way ac-
cessibility, funding railroad 
crossing safety improvements 
and targeting locations tied to 
crashes, to keep everyone as 
safe as possible along their 
travels,” Pritzker said. 

While the state’s gas tax is a 
major contributor to road and 
bridge projects, it has seen 
a “significant” reduction in 
revenue because of decreased 
consumption as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, ac-
cording to IDOT. 

IDOT said in its Highway 
Improvement Program report 

that the decrease was some-
what offset by the Coronavi-
rus Response and Relief Sup-
plemental Appropriations Act, 
one of the federal COVID re-
lief packages passed in 2021, 
which allocated $353 million 
to IDOT. 

Of the federal COVID-19 
relief funds that went to IDOT, 

$227 million is included in the 
state highway program, the 
IDOT report stated. The re-
maining COVID relief funds 
will go toward the multi-year 
program for additional road 
and bridge projects. 

IDOT officials said that 
while the past year has been 
a challenge, projects stayed 

on schedule and they did not 
have to make any pandem-
ic-related cuts. 

Pritzker also announced 
that Amtrak will resume full 
passenger rail service starting 
July 19. 

The Chicago-Milwaukee 
partnership with Wisconsin 
was to resume this week, 

while the routes connecting 
Chicago to Quincy, Carbon-
dale and St. Louis will operate 
at full capacity by the mid-Ju-
ly date. 

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state govern-
ment.

• Plan   (Continued from page 2)
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396672

Rentals

Listings

Faye Heilman
Designated 
Managing Broker

815-291-9204
heilman@aeroinc.net

Ashley Heilman
Managing Broker

815-291-8149
ashh2002@hotmail.com

Call us for any 
of your real 
estate needs!

300 E. Main Street
Lena, IL 61048
815-291-2330

Pearl City • $649,900
Unlimited Possibilities! Own your own business or wanting to start one? This private country property on 
10.74 +/- acres provides you with that opportunity.  Live in the 2 story home, run your business out of the 
ranch style office or the 40 x 80 shed.

Dixon • $30,000
One lot not enough for your dream home? Then take 
a look at these 3 lots being sold together. In total this 
is 3.55 acres in the Wolverine Estates Subdivision.  

Freeport/Cedarville Area • $184,900
Spacious 4 bedroom, 3 bath ranch home with 
country views. Living room with double sided 
fireplace and abundance of natural light. Dining 
room with double sided fireplace and door to 3 
seasons porch. Kitchen has cupboards galore and 
new stove, refrigerator and dishwasher. There is 
also a wall oven and microwave.  Breakfast nook 
adjoins the kitchen.  Large master bedroom has 
sitting area, double closets and full bathroom.  
Laundry room conveniently located near bedrooms.  
Lower level has family room currently used as home 
gym and craft room, 3rd bathroom, open area, work 
shop and plenty of storage.  There is a front porch, 
3 seasons room or back patio for outdoor enjoyment 
and watching the wildlife 

Freeport • $150,000
2.2 +/- commercial building lot off of Rosenstiel 
Drive.  Build to suit your needs. To be split off of a 
larger parcel.

Lena • $300,000
5.22 acre Farmette with wonderful potential with a 
little updating to be a great equestrian property. The 
large barn feature 2 boarding areas with 12 stalls, 
attached 60’ x 120” indoor riding arena, storage in 
attached additional barn, Bar area for entertainment, 
and open loft area. Several additional outbuildings 
in need of work. The house features main floor 
bedroom, open kitchen dining room with double 
sided fireplace to the living room with large main 
floor bathroom with shower and jacuzzi tub. Upstairs 
you will find the master bedroom with large on suite 
and another bedroom with large hall closet. 

Lena • $158,900
Great location in Parkside Subdivision. Ranch home 
with 3  bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, spacious living 
room, kitchen has pantry w/rollouts, 2 lazy susans, 
snack bar and wine rack, main floor laundry, lower 
level family room and lots of storage space. Deep 
2 stall garage with side and back service doors. Sit 
outside on your covered front porch or out back in 
your 3 seasons room.  

Freeport 
1 Bed 1 Bath Upper $425 located near downtown 
1 Bed 1 Bath Main Floor  $550 located near down-
town heat included

Orangeville 
3 Bed 1 bath Upper $1000 including all utilities.

Pearl City 
Commercial Space on Main St $300

396731

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

The Lena-Winslow Pan-
thers have struggled through-
out the 2021 softball season, 
but they had the opportunity 
to get back on track when they 
faced off with the Pearl City 
Wolves in a doubleheader on 
May 20. Originally, the teams 
were set to face off with the 
first game of their season se-
ries on May 18, but a cancel-
lation due to rain forced them 
to schedule a doubleheader for 
May 20.  

 Pearl City came into the 
game as heavy favorites with 
an 8-4 record while the Pan-
thers sat at just 2-7. Despite 
the records, the Panthers were 
able to give the Wolves a run 
for their money. 

 In game one, the Wolves 
took an early lead when Brian-
na Stager hit a triple to lead off 

the second inning.  Moments 
later, Brynn Solt hit a ground 
ball that allowed Stager to 
score on a fielder’s choice, 
leading to a 1-0 lead.  

 The slim lead would hold 
until the top of the fourth in-
ning, when Stager doubled to 
bring in Madyson Stephan for 
their second run of the game.  

 The Wolves would tack on 
two insurance runs in the top 
of the sixth thanks to some 
“small ball” execution. A sac-
rifice bunt by Jordan Johnson 
put runners in scoring posi-
tion at second and third with 
two outs. Emma Boyer then 
came through with a line drive 
to the short stop that brought 
in Cheyenne Handsaker and 
Solt.  Up 4-0, the Wolves were 
able to hold on to the shutout 
as they took the win in the first 
game of the doubleheader. 

 Handsaker pitched a gem 

Students present ‘School House Rock’
The EPC Drama Department will present 

“School House Rock Live!” next month 
at Pearl City High School and streaming 
online.

“School House Rock Live!” follows 
Tom, a schoolteacher who is nervous about 
his first day of teaching. He tries to relax 
by watching TV, when various characters 
representing facets of his personality emerge 
from the set and show him how to win his 
students over with imagination and music 
through such songs as “Just a Bill,” “Lolly, 
Lolly, Lolly” and “Conjunction Junction.”

Performances will be at 7 p.m.  Friday 

and Saturday, June 4 and June 5, and at 2 
p.m. Sunday, June 6, at the Pearl City big 
gym. Seating is limited (currently 112 tickets 
per in-person performance) and will follow 
Stephenson County guidelines for social 
distancing and masking (currently masking 
is required for all in attendance, including 
the cast and crew).

Tickets will be available online through 
ShowTix4U and are $8 per person. The 
production also will be livestreamed 
on performance dates at https://www.
showtix4u.com/#streaming with a $12 
viewing ticket available on the site.

PHOTO COURTESY STEPHENSON COUNTY FAIR Shopper’s Guide

Getting ready to 
show
 Exhibition registration is open now for the Ste-
phenson County Fair, set for July 27 through July 
31 in Freeport. Go online to fairentry.com for more 
information, or see the complete fair book at ste-
phensoncountyfair.org.

Pearl City and Le-Win double it up on the diamond
from the circle, throwing all 
seven innings with 10 strike-
outs and just three hits al-
lowed. Boyer led the team of-
fensively, going 2-3 with two 
RBIs. Stager was impressive 
as well, going 2-3 with one 
RBI and one run scored. 

 Maya Curtis pitched well 
for the Panthers, throwing 
seven innings with just six hits 
allowed and three strikeouts. 
The Panthers offensive sup-
port is what ultimately cost 
them. 

 In game two, the Panthers 
would put up much more of a 
fight. Lena-Winslow grabbed 
an early lead by scoring three 
runs in the top of the first in-
ning.  Back-to-back singles 
by Kanzas White and Kamryn 
Cain set them up with runners 
in scoring position and no 
outs. Moments later, they took 
advantage of a defensive error 
by Pearl City that allowed all 
three runs to come in.  

 No worries for the Wolves, 
however, as they quickly took 
the lead back with four runs in 
the bottom half. Three straight 
singles by Solt, Handsaker 
and Stager had the momentum 
in their favor, and the Wolves 
took advantage. Once again, 
they did it by playing small 
ball and putting the ball in 
play.  A walk by Johnson, a 
pair of fielder’s choices, and 
a single by Kenzee Evans 
quickly returned the lead to 
Pearl City as they went up 4-3.  

 Pearl City would extend 
their lead in the bottom of the 
second when Stager singled 
to load the bases and John-
son followed up with a single 
of her own to drive in a run.  
Boyer was walked in the fol-
lowing at bat, which drove in 
a run with the bases loaded.  

 Trailing 6-3, the Panthers 
tried to claw their way back in 
the top of the third when Ally 
Milder singled to left field, 
bringing in Curtis to score.   

 With the score at 6-4, both 
teams would struggle to find 
offensive support for the re-
mainder of the game.  Pearl 
City was able to hold onto 
their lead as they went on to 
win, completing the season 
sweep over Lena-Winslow.  

 Both Johnson and Boy-
er had two RBIs for the 
Wolves, while Solt finished 
the game going 2-4 with two 
runs scored. Musser pitched 
four innings, allowing six hits 
and one earned run with four 
strikeouts. Handsaker came 
in to close things out, pitch-
ing three shutout innings and 
striking out five to end the 
game.  

 White and Cain led the way 
for the Panthers as they both 
went 2-4 with one run scored.  

 The Panthers, now 2-9, will 
be back in action on Thursday, 
May 27, when they travel to 
Pecatonica. The Wolves, at 
10-4, will hope to continue 
winning when they host Du-
rand on May 27.  
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Dr. Stephen Petras
Dr. Caitlin Pullara

Stockton Dental Center
120 West Front Avenue

Stockton, IL 61085
815-947-3700
Licensed Illinois General Dentists

392197

 

 
 

½ off!! 
Call to schedule today!! 

 

 Custom trays 
 Whitening syringes 
 Free consultation 

 

Parkview Retirement Community in Freeport 
is Hiring Nurses!

PARKVIEW RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

We are not your average nursing home! Our staff to resident ratio is excellent. 
We provide competitive pay, great benefits and a friendly and homelike environment

RN’s and LPN’s are welcome to apply in person or online.

1711 West Church Street, Freeport
815-232-8612 • www.parkviewhome.org

Come for an interview and tour and see the difference!
EOE

396671

LAW OFFICES OF

Rosenberg, Eisenberg 
& Associates, LLC

815-947-3445 841 E. North Ave. 
Hwy 20 East Stockton, IL

WWW.RICHARDROSENBERGLAW.COM

• Car Accidents

• Slip / Trip & Fall

• Medical 
   Malpractice

• Wrongful Death

• Personal Injury

• Job Accidents

• Product Injuries

Personal Injury
Workers Compensation

Nursing Home Abuse & Neglect

No Charge Unless 
Recovery is Made

LAW OFFICES OF

Rosenberg, Eisenberg 
& Associates, LLC

815-947-3445 841 E. North Ave. 
Hwy 20 East Stockton, IL

WWW.RICHARDROSENBERGLAW.COM

• Car Accidents

• Slip / Trip & Fall

• Medical 
   Malpractice

• Wrongful Death

• Personal Injury

• Job Accidents

• Product Injuries

Personal Injury
Workers Compensation

Nursing Home Abuse & Neglect

No Charge Unless 
Recovery is Made

392190

Conservation scholarship open 
to Stephenson County residents

Individuals who are or will 
be studying agriculture, nat-
ural resources or related pro-
grams with an emphasis in 
conservation may apply for the 
R. C. Miller Scholarship for 
the 2021-’22 academic year.

Two recipients will be 
awarded $1,000 scholarships 
through the Stephenson Coun-
ty 4-H and Extension Founda-
tion.

 “The foundation board de-
cided to award two scholar-
ships as none were awarded 
in 2020 due to the pandem-
ic,” foundation President Curt 
Miller said in a news release.

To be eligible to apply, in-
dividuals must be residents of 

Stephenson County and en-
rolled in an agriculture, natu-
ral resources or related degree 
program with an emphasis in 
conservation. Applicants must 
be accepted at their chosen 
college or university and be 
a full-time student carrying a 
minimum of 12 hours per se-
mester.

The scholarship was es-
tablished by R. C. Miller, a 
lifetime Stephenson County 
resident and ardent supporter 
of agriculture, natural resourc-
es and conservation.  “Miller, 
who died in 2007, left a legacy 
in the community for his sup-
port of a variety of programs 
and efforts, especially youth 

and conservation causes,” the 
release said.

To receive an application, 
call the University of Illinois 
Extension Stephenson County 
office at 815-235-4125.  Com-
pleted applications are due by 
June 1, to the University of 
Illinois Extension-Stephenson 
County, 2998 W. Pearl City 
Road, Freeport, IL 61032. 

If requested, the application 
can be emailed to applicants 
for completion.

Members of the Stephenson 
County 4-H and Extension 
Foundation Board are respon-
sible for selecting scholarship 
winners. Past recipients may 
re-apply for consideration.

McConnell, Lena note 
Memorial Day events

Memorial Day observances 
are planned in two local com-
munities next weekend.

In McConnell, the Amer-
ican Legion will host a Me-
morial Day parade at 1 p.m. 
Sunday, May 30.

In Lena, a service will be 
held at 10 a.m. Monday, May 
31, at Lena Burial Park. The 
Lena event will be canceled in 
case of rain.

Women’s softball league 
seeks players

The women’s slow-pitch 
softball league in Lena is 
seeking players for this sea-
son. The league plays on 
Thursday nights in Lena be-
ginning May 27.

Players 18 and older are 
welcome from Lena and all 
the surrounding areas. For 
more information, call Louise 
at 815-369-4823.

Veteran will speak 
about faith, military 
experiences

Salem United Church of 
Christ member and veteran 
David Gerbode will speak 
during the 10 a.m. service on 
Sunday, May 30.

Gerbode will talk about his 
experiences in the military 
— particularly Desert Storm 
— “and how his faith helped 
him get through, and how get-
ting through strengthened his 
faith,” according to a news 
release.

The church is located at 
8491 W. Salem Road in Lena.

Local students make 
spring dean’s list

• Sophia Bayer of Lena was 
among the students named 
to the spring semester dean’s 
list at Bob Jones University in 
Greenville, South Carolina.

The list recognizes students 
who earn a 3.00 to 3.74 GPA 
during the semester. Bayer is 
a freshman visual studies ma-
jor.

• Owen D. Peight and Ra-

Master Gardener volunteers 
ready to answer your questions

It’s that time of year again 
when the University of Illi-
nois Extension Master Gar-
dener volunteers offer the 
Master Gardener Helpline. If 
you have a home gardening 
question, the Master Garden-
er volunteers aim to help with 
research-based information.

Questions may be submit-
ted to the Master Gardener 
Helpline by going online to 

go.illinois.edu/MGHelpline 
or by calling the University of 
Illinois Extension-Stephenson 
County Extension office at 
815-235-4125.

“Each year the master gar-
deners field a variety of ques-
tions from across the region,” 
according to a news release. 
“These calls are logged to 
identify trends in disease is-
sues or pest populations. Mas-

ter gardeners answer home-
owners’ questions regarding 
trees, shrubs, perennials, 
insects, lawns and more — 
answering the questions with 
research-based information 
from the University of Illi-
nois.”

For more gardening re-
sources, including upcoming 
webinars and fact pages, go 
online to go.illinois.edu/jsw. 

PHOTO SUBMITTED Shopper’s Guide

Well-spoken 4-H members 
advance to state contest
 Stephenson County 4-H youth participated in a public speaking contest this 
spring. Pictured from the left are Rowan Stache, Nathaniel Stache and Michelle 
Marck with their awards. The three were nominated to compete in the Illinois 
4-H State Public Speaking Contest in June. Marck is a member of the Freeport 
Fantastics 4-H Club, while the Staches are members of the Davis Rockets 4-H 
Club.Briefs

chael M. Wybourn of Lena 
were among the students 
named to the spring dean’s list 
at Western Illinois University 
in Macomb.

To be named to the list, stu-
dents must earn at least a 3.6 
GPA, which equals an “A” in 
a minimum of 12 credit hours 
of graded courses.

Peight and Wybourn are se-
niors at the university. 

• Kara Kalkbrenner of Lena 
is included on the spring 
dean’s list at Olivet Nazarene 
University in Bourbonnais, 
Illinois.

Students must be enrolled 
full time and attain a 3.5 or 
higher GPA to qualify for the 
list.

FHN offers registration 
for drive-thru vaccination

FHN has opened online 
self-scheduling for a June 
5 drive-through COVID-19 
vaccination clinic.

 Registration is requested 
for the clinic, which will be 
held from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. Saturday, June 5, at the 
FHN Family Healthcare Cen-
ter – Burchard Hills, 1010 W. 
Fairway Drive, Freeport.

Each participant’s second 
vaccination will be scheduled 
automatically at the same 
time, 28 days from the first 
vaccination. Participants must 
be available for both vaccina-
tion dates and times.

 For an appointment, go on-

line to www.fhn.org/drive-th-
ru-vaccination. Walk-ins are 
also welcome.

 Those unable to use the on-
line scheduling page may call 
815-599-6412 for assistance 
between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. 

Free workshop offers 
arthritis education

University of Illinois Ex-
tension Nutrition and Well-
ness Educator Diane Reinhold 
will host a virtual educational 
workshop, “Living with Ar-
thritis,” from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
Thursday, June 3.

 During this workshop, 
participants will learn about 
the most common forms of 
arthritis and how diet, physi-
cal activity and maintaining a 
healthy body weight can help 
manage symptoms.

This workshop is free but 
preregistration is required in 
order to receive the link. To 
register, call 815-235-4215 or 
go online to go.illinois.edu/
jsw.

Lena woman earns 
forensic biology degree

Lillian Schierloh of Lena 
recently received a bachelor 
of science degree in forensic 
biology from the University 
of Findlay in Findlay, Ohio.

Schierloh graduated with 
the academic designation of 
cum laude. Commencement 
was held May 8.
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396690

hometown trophies
gifts & engraving

140 W. Main Street, Lena
www.hometowntrophy.com

396691

WERHANE TOTAL
TRUCK REPAIR
509 E. Main Street, Lena

815-369-4574

396692

Stockton Auto Supply
Hwy. 20, Stockton
815-947-3216

396679

Lena, IL

815-369-4165

Pro Source
Electric and Automation Inc.

Pro Source
Electric and Automation Inc.

396689

STOCKTON DENTAL CENTER
dr. stephen petras

120 W. Front Ave., Stockton
815-947-3700

396688

HERMANN FUNERAL HOMES
& MONUMENTS

Pearl City - 815-443-2246
Stockton - 815-947-3355
Shannon - 815-864-2441

396686

1013 16th Avenue, Monroe, WI
608-325-4464

396683

Lic. #058-112368

Lena
815-369-4847

EDLER PLUMBING

396684

301 W. Pearl City Road
Pearl City, IL 61062

815-443-9944

BARRY’S COLLISION CENTER

396685OPEN 24 HOURS

STOCKTON
TRAVEL CENTER

396682

125 East Main Street, Warren
815-745-2624

VINCENT, ROTH, TOEPFER
& LEINEN, P.C.

396687

202 W. Main Street, Warren
815-745-2148

204 Samuelson Drive, Orangeville
815-789-3366

396681

Lena
815-369-2100

LENA
FAST STOP

396680Lena • 815-369-9990

396676

625 Country Lane Dr., Lena
815-369-4035

ST. JOHN’S
LUTHERAN CHURCH

396677

Warren
815-745-3795

ALBRECT
MOTORS

396678

Scales Mound
815-845-2217

SCALES MOUND
SINCLAIR

396675

240 W. Main St., Suite C, Lena
815-369-4747
www.bussianinsurance.com

BUSSIAN INSURANCE &
BUSSIAN REALTORS

396674

216 W. Main Street, Lena
815-369-5549

lm
oran

utual
since 1879

815-443-2074 * Pearl City, IL 61062 * www.LoranMutual.com

Remembering the 
sacrifice of those who 
never made it home.

396695

396673

145 W. Railroad Street, Lena
815-369-5542

BRANDON’S HARDWARE
RENTAL & LUMBER

396697Lena • 815-369-5599

396698www.cbcommunitybank.com

396699

WWW.CSBNOW.COM
Lena: 815-369-4524  •  Stockton: 815-947-3366  •  Freeport: 815-801-4524 

Confident. Courteous. Close By.lena • stockton • freeport
www.csbnow.com

396744

McConnell • 815-541-3348
heidrepair@yahoo.com

396745

BOWEN OIL
and

BOCO MINI MARTS

396747

Stockton
815-947-9040
www.jimsullivanrealty.com

396739

SULLIVANS FOODS
Lena • 815-369-2311

396737

511 West Lena Street
Lena

MY FRIEND’S CLOSET
THRIFT STORE

These businesses proudly 
support those we’ve lost 

this Memorial Day
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396399

Kempel Urish Construction
Dan Kempel & Sons

815-443-2577
815-291-5988

396413

396414

Iron Horse Tap
137 West Railroad Street

Lena
815-369-9714

396416

The Other Place
Orangeville

815-789-4661
396417

Stock Holders Saloon
104 Railroad Street

Apple River, IL
815-594-2244

396419

Pat’s Country 
House Grocery
Scales Mound
815-845-2316

396421

B&B Hillside Repair
9807 E. Binkley Road

Stockton
815-947-3297

396423

Stagecoach Trail Storage
12410 W. Galena Road

Lena
815-369-4794

396424

240 W. Main St., Suite A, Lena
815-369-4225ROCKFORDMUTUAL

      I N S U R A N C E  C O M P A N Y
                                            Putting Lives Back Together

Since 1896

ROCKFORDMUTUAL
      I N S U R A N C E  C O M P A N Y
                                            Putting Lives Back Together

Since 1896

PMS Version

CMYK Version

 SM

 SM

396595

405 Schuyler St. • Lena
815-291-7829

396596

217 E. Railroad • Lena
815-369-4876

HEATING • AIR COND • SHEET METAL

396597

Full Throttle
Power Sports

Lena
815-369-2153

396598

915 S. Logan St. • Lena, IL 61048
815-369-4901 • www.lenastatebank.com

396599

Jo Daviess Mutual
Insurance Company

101 Exchange St. • Galena
815-777-2111

396601

Barker Performance 
Automotive

Warren
815-745-2698

396602www.appleriverstatebank.com

T H E

396603

Lena • 815-369-2803
www.bussboyzcustoms.com396605

Sullivan’s Foods
103 W. North Avenue

Stockton
815-947-3318

396606

1711 W. Church St.
Freeport

815-232-8612PARKVIEW RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

396607

Offenheiser Schwarz
Funeral Home

Pearl City
815-443-2212

396608

Stockton Auto Body
111 E. North Avenue

Stockton
815-947-3816

396610

Schultz Appliance
Scales Mound
815-845-2691

396611

Davis Lumber Co.
224 South Street

Scales Mound, IL 61075
815-845-2262

396613

Hartzell’s IGA
7989 IL 78 N • Warren

815-745-3311
396614

Bauer & Fonseca, P.C.
Stockton

815-947-4594

396615

We Honor All Who Have Served
Winter Plumbing, Inc.

416 South Ave. • Scales Mound
815-845-2212

396696

300 West Railroad, Stockton
815-947-3361396694

SaleS: 815-947-2120
Service: 815-947-1889

396693

815-443-2725
www.pearlcitybank.com� �

A heartfelt thanks this 
Memorial Day
Memorial Day is a day of 
remembrance. COUNTRY Financial 
would like to salute the defenders of 
our freedom, both past and present, 
and remember those who gave the 
ultimate sacrifice.

Deb
Brown 
Lena
815-369-2881
deb.brown@
countryfinancial.com

A heartfelt thanks this 
Memorial Day
Memorial Day is a day of 
remembrance. COUNTRY Financial 
would like to salute the defenders of 
our freedom, both past and present, 
and remember those who gave the 
ultimate sacrifice.

Deb
Brown 
Lena
815-369-2881
deb.brown@
countryfinancial.com

3967020520-079-5-26-2021

369700

These businesses proudly support 
those we’ve lost this Memorial Day
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Pandemic, lack of investment leave Illinois’ state of mental care ‘in crisis’

EVANGELICAL FREE 
CHURCH OF LENA
720 N. Freedom Street

Lena, IL • 815-369-5591
Dr. Jim Erb, Senior Pastor

Rev. Scott Wilson
Assoc. Pastor of Youth

Sunday Worship 
8:30 a.m & 10:30 a.m.

Awana
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

Listen to pastor’s weekly sermon 
at www.lenafreechurch.org

392198

Leamon Funeral Homes
Lena   Orangeville   Warren   Winslow

815-369-4512
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Memorial
Day

is for 

remembering
WE WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS TIME 

TO PAY HOMAGE TO OUR LOVED ONES 

WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES DEFENDING 

WHAT WAS IMPORTANT TO THEM . . . 

OUR COUNTRY.
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St. John’s Lutheran Church

625 Country Lane Drive
Lena, IL  61048 • 815-369-4035

395519

It’s time to hop onboard 
the Rocky Railway where
“JESUS’ POWER PULLS 

US THROUGH”
The VBS train will be 

pulling in to the St. John 
Depot

Clickety Clack! Clickety Clack!
St. John’s Vacation Bible
School is back on track!

Following CDC guidelines, children will be asked to PRE-REGISTER 
by July 4. Registration forms will be mailed to members of our St. 

John’s family who have children of VBS age. Registration forms will also 
be available in the church office

July 19 - 23 • 3 - 5:05 p.m.

2021 Park Ministry Services
Sundays at 6:30 p.m.

Located at Lena Lion’s Park, Lena, IL
(near the Splashland Café)

May 29 Set Free Singers, Freeport...Shannon

June 5  LuAnn Jordan & Michelle
 Rothschadl...Lena

June 12 Dave Ruter Ministries...Freeport

June 19 Evangelical Free Church 
 Worship Team...Lena

June 26 No Worries Band...Stockton

July 3 Nevin Heimann, 1st Baptist
 Freeport

July 10 Rugged...Beloved Church...Lena

July 17 Steve Sheffey & Family...Pearl City

July 24 The Assemblymen...Rockford

July 31 Grace Free Methodist Church
 Praise Team...McConnell

August 7 Professions of Faith...Rockford

August 14 Alyssa & Les Nelson...Chadwick

August 21 Alleluia Quartette...Rockford

August 28 Christ Country Choir
 Pearl City, Kent

Sept. 4 Deb Leininger...Freeport

Bring your lawn chairs and enjoy 
an evening of music!

Please note, these concerts will return to Lake-Le-
Aqua-Na State Park, Hickory Hills Campground, 

once park construction is completed.
396477

By Grace Barbic
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Rooted in disinvestment and 
growing amid economic re-
percussions of the COVID-19 
pandemic, Illinois is facing a 
statewide mental health crisis 
due to workforce shortages and 
accessibility. 

“It’s been recognized that we 
are no longer in an emergency, 
we’re in a crisis,” said Marvin 
Lindsey, CEO of the Commu-
nity Behavioral Healthcare As-
sociation of Illinois, which is a 
statewide association of mental 
health, substance abuse and 
youth service providers. 

Lindsey was also the chair-
man of the Behavioral Health 
Workforce Education Center 
Task Force that reported their 
findings to the General Assem-
bly in 2019. 

Among that report’s findings 
was that Illinois residents and 
mental and behavioral health 
care providers alike face barri-
ers to quality care due to lack of 
state funding over the years and 
exceptionally “low” Medicaid 
rates for behavioral health care, 
which has led to workforce 

shortages.
“The reality of it is 38 per-

cent, or 4.9 million people in Il-
linois, live in designated mental 
health shortage areas,” Lindsey 
added. 
Problems with the system

Marie Krysnoski, of Mon-
roe County, was diagnosed as 
bipolar in 1995 and has been 
impacted directly by work-
force shortages. She considers 
herself “self-taught” when it 
comes to navigating the mental 
health system.

Learning how to navigate 
the complex system alone led 
her to her current position as 
an administrative assistant with 
the National Alliance on Men-
tal Illness of Illinois. Krysnoski 
left her corporate job to work 
with NAMI’s help line, assist-
ing Illinois residents in getting 
the mental health services they 
need. 

While the shortages have im-
pacted nearly all demographics, 
the lack of access to resources 
and services is especially rele-
vant in rural areas and among 
low-income and underinsured 
individuals and families, which 

has created “mental health des-
erts,” according to lawmakers 
and mental health providers. 

In fact, the task force’s report 
found 30.3 percent of Illinois’ 
rural hospitals are in designated 
primary care shortage areas and 
93.7 percent are in designated 
mental health shortage areas. 

In some cases, Illinois law-
makers note, residents are 
expected to travel over 250 
miles from their home to ac-
cess necessary resources, some 
even turning to out-of-state 
care. While demand for quality 
mental and behavioral health 
care increases, the workforce is 
dwindling, Lindsey said. 

Krysnoski said she is lucky 
to have good insurance that 
allows her to rely on out-of-
state care. Living in the Metro 
East area near the Missouri 
border, she travels to St. Louis 
for mental health care services 
after learning the hard way that 
she was unable to get adequate 
care in the state.

“Getting an appointment on 
a regular interval was extreme-
ly hard,” Krysnoski said. “If 
(the doctor) would say come 
back in a month, I was lucky to 
get back in a month and a half, 
and that’s just because there 
was so much demand.” 

While they are similar in 
terms of services, mental health 
deals primarily with an individ-
ual’s state of being and behav-
ioral health refers to how be-
haviors impact an individual’s 
well-being. 

The task force’s research 
shows the workforce shortag-
es can be seen in every type of 
health care and social service 
setting, from residential facil-
ities and hospitals to commu-
nity-based organizations and 
primary care clinics.

Without adequate funding 
from the state, services and staff 
have been reduced. The task 
force report found that Illinois 
has a 480-1 ratio of population 
to mental health professionals, 
ranking 29th in the country in 
mental health workforce avail-
ability, according to Mental 
Health America.        

The report also noted only 
23.3 percent of Illinoisans’ 
mental health needs can be met 
with its current workforce, ac-
cording to Kaiser Family Foun-
dation estimates. This means 
long wait times for appoint-
ments with psychiatrists, up to 
4-6 months in more extreme 
cases. 

On top of wait times, afford-
ability is another significant 

barrier to adequate care.
The Senate and House men-

tal health committees have 
heard a number of testimonies 
from Illinois residents that have 
gone to extremes to afford the 
care they or their loved ones 
need. 

In one instance, Illinois resi-
dent Marcia Festen testified be-
fore the House Mental Health 
and Addiction Committee in 
support of House Bill 2595, 
sponsored by the chair of the 
committee, Rep. Deb-Conroy, 
D-Villa Park. The bill is fo-
cused on insurance coverage 
of medically necessary men-
tal, emotional, nervous or sub-
stance abuse disorders and how 
that is defined. 

Festen’s daughter Ruby was 
diagnosed with a number of 
mental illnesses at once and 
required intensive daily care. 
They went back and forth with 
the insurance company about 
coverage for this care. 

The family ended up paying 
$250,000 out of pocket over 
two years because the insur-
ance company denied cov-
erage, claiming the care was 
not medically necessary. The 
family refinanced their home, 
spent their retirement account, 
drained their daughter’s college 
savings and had relatives lend 
them money to afford the bills. 

“How can a family with 

such privilege afford this…
they don’t,” Festen said in 
her testimony. “So I’m asking 
you to please do something to 
hold insurance companies ac-
countable. Without this level 
of treatment, my daughter was 
headed to the streets or jail, and 
it shouldn’t be this way.”

While residents without in-
surance face more barriers, 
Medicaid recipients also face 
challenges to getting proper 
care. 

“If I was on Medicaid and 
locked into Illinois and having 
a mental illness, it would be 
extremely difficult,” Krysnoski 
said. “My sister is on Medic-
aid...her doctor’s offices would 
just send people in crisis to the 
ER, which creates higher ex-
penditures for the state.”

A study conducted by the 
University of Southern Califor-
nia Schaeffer Center for Health 
Policy and Economics noted 
that Medicaid provides a safety 
net for people with low income 
or qualifying disabilities, and a 
large percentage of people with 
Medicaid coverage experience 
behavioral health issues. 

The report, The Cost of Men-
tal Illness: Illinois Facts and 
Figures, found that “it is often a 
financial burden for physicians 
to accept Medicaid patients 
since reimbursement rates are 
generally lower than for other 
patients. This can lead to ac-
cess barriers for patients with 
Medicaid coverage that prevent 
them from receiving the behav-
ioral health care they need.”

Krysnoski said the alterna-
tive to being sent to the emer-
gency room in a mental health 
crisis would be to call out a cri-
sis team, but a lot of times the 
psychiatric beds are all full. 

“When you are in a crisis, 
you need to go (get help) now, 
but they’re on a waitlist, it 
could be today, it could be in 
a few days, months, we don’t 

See CARE, Page 17
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The Shopper’s Guide
Will Be Featuring This Year’s 

Stockton Town Garage Sales
To Be Held  Friday, June 18 &
Saturday, June 19, 2021

If you have any questions, 
Call Cyndee Stiefel 

Today at 815-369-4112
or email 

lenaads@rvpublishing.com

Name ___________________________________
Address _________________________________
 ________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________

Sign Up Now! Registration Form

IncludesMap & Advertising 
in  The Shopper’s Guide & The Scoop Today

Bring form to The Scoop Today along 
with payment or mail to: 

The Scoop Today,
240 W. Main St., Suite B, Lena, IL 61048

Deadline to sign up is 4 p.m. on Wednesday, June 9 at the Lena Office 
or Drop Box at Stockton Shell Station by Tuesday, June 8 at 4 p.m. 

(must be prepaid)
Please Sign Up EARLY. Early Registration is Appreciated!!

Include address in boxes below

$13.00 

MUST BE PREPAID

Include address  and 

garage sale items in boxes 

below. 1 letter per box. 

Including spaces between 

words and punctuation.

Your “Main Street Chiropractors”
with over 40 years service to our community

• Palmer Graduates • Digital X-Ray
• BCBS Provider • Electronic Insurance Billing

Liles Chiropractic 
Clinic, Ltd.

Dr. Jim Liles & Dr. Jared Liles
238 W. Main St. • Lena

815-369-4974
M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Saturday by Appointment.

396748

Now proudly accepting United Healthcare
and Quartz insurance plans.

From Lena’s Kitchen

We lost our spring and 
went into summer. Everything 
turned green and flowers 
bloomed.  Hopefully the few 
rain showers we had will keep 
things from drying up. I saw 
the first sprouts of corn in the 
field, too, so time is marching 
on. This week the recipes are 
for two seasons.  Enjoy cook-
ing these tasty dishes.  

Crunch Cool Coleslaw
This unique coleslaw has 

the crunchiness of apples and 
nuts. It is a knockoff recipe 
from a barbeque restaurant in 
the South. It is easy to make 
with the bagged coleslaw.  
Enjoy this tasty way to dress 
up cabbage.

1 pkg. (16 oz.) coleslaw 
mix

2 medium Honeycrisp ap-
ples, julienned

1 large carrot, shredded
¾ C. chopped red onion
½ C. chopped green pepper
½ C. cider vinegar
½ C. oil
1½ t. sugar
½ t. celery seed
½ t. salt
½ C. chopped dry-roasted 

peanuts or cashews
In a large bowl, combine 

the first five ingredients. In 
a small bowl, whisk the vin-
egar, oil, sugar, celery seed 
and salt. Just before serving 
pour dressing over salad and 
toss to coat. Sprinkle with 
nuts.

Beef and Broccoli
½ C. soy sauce
3 T. fresh lime juice
2 T. packed brown sugar
2 cloves garlic, grated
1 T. grated fresh ginger
1 t. hot sauce
1 t. olive oil
3 t. cornstarch divided

1 lb. sirloin or rib eye steak 
sliced in thin slices

1 large head broccoli, 
cut into small florets, stems 
peeled and chopped

1 T. canola oil
Cooked rice
In a medium bowl, whisk 

together soy sauce, lime 
juice, sugar, garlic, ginger, hot 
sauce, olive oil and 2 t. corn-
starch. Transfer half  (about 
1/3 cup) to a small bowl and 
whisk in remaining teaspoon 
of cornstarch and ½ C. water; 
set aside.

Add steak to remaining 
sauce and toss to coat. Let 
set for 15 minutes. Heat large 
skillet on medium; add ½ C. 
water and bring to a simmer. 
Add broccoli and cook, cov-
ered, until bright green and 
just barely tender (four to five 
minutes). With slotted spoon 
transfer broccoli to plate. 
Wipe out skillet and heat oil 
on medium high. Cook steak 
in single layer in batches until 
browned, about two minutes 
on each side. Remove batch 
from skillet and repeat pro-
cess. Add the first batch back 
to skillet and add reserved 
sauce. Cook until beginning 
to thicken, about two to three 
minutes. Add broccoli and 
toss to combine.  Serve over 
rice and top with chopped 
parsley or chopped green on-
ions. 

Bacon-Wrapped Chicken 
and Sugar Snap Peas
I have several recipes that 

use bacon as a wrap around 
meat. It gives the whole dish 
a great flavor. I recommend 
using the bacon from A.J.’s 
Lena Maid Meat because it 
is thick enough to wrap, and 
it isn’t full of fat. This dish is 
great for company. Serve it 
with a mashed potato casse-
role or brown rice.

1 t. salt
½ t. pepper
6 boneless skinless chicken 

breasts
12 slices center-cut bacon
2 pkg. (8 oz. each) sugar 

snap peas
½ C. dry white wine or 

chicken broth

¼ C. whipping cream
2 T. Dijon mustard
Preheat the oven to 400. 

Sprinkle salt and pepper all 
over the chicken. Wrap two 
slices of bacon around each 
chicken breast; secure with 
wooden picks.

Heat a 12-inch oven-proof 
skillet over medium-high 
heat. Add chicken and cook 
until bacon is browned, five 
to six minutes on each side. 
Place skillet in oven and 
bake for 20 minutes. Remove 
chicken from skillet; discord 
wooden picks. Add peas to 
skillet and cook over medium 
heat until tender, about three 
minutes. Stir in wine or broth. 
In a small bowl, whisk togeth-
er the cream and mustard. Add 
mixture to the skillet; cook 
until thickened, two to three 
minutes. Return chicken to 
skillet and cook until heated 
through. Serve immediately.

Rhubarb Upside-Down 
Cake

I like this kind of cake be-
cause it is made in an 8-inch 
baking pan. You aren’t left 
with a lot of dessert that be-
comes soggy. If you can’t find 
currant jelly, you can substi-
tute grape jelly or apple jelly. 
This dessert is great served 
warm with ice cream or Cool 
Whip.
Streusel

½ C. flour
½ C. sliced almonds
¼ C. sugar
4 T. unsalted butter
¼ t. salt

Rhubarb
¼ C. sugar
1½ t. cornstarch
1 t. grated lemon zest
1 lb. rhubarb, trimmed and 

cut in ½-inch pieces
1 T. unsalted butter, melted

Cake
1 C. flour
1½ t. ground cardamom

1 t. baking soda
½ t. salt
1 C. sugar
2 eggs
6 T. unsalted butter, melted 

and cooled
½ C. sour cream
1 t. grated lemon zest
1 T. lemon juice
1 t. vanilla
2 T. red currant jelly
Adjust oven rack to low-

er-middle position and heat 
oven to 350. Grease an 
8-inch-square baking pan; 
line bottom with parchment 
paper and grease parchment.

Streusel: Stir all ingredients 
in medium bowl until well 
combined; set aside.

Rhubarb:  Whisk sugar, 
cornstarch and lemon zest 
together in a large bowl. Add 
rhubarb and stir well to coat.  
Drizzle with melted butter 
and stir to incorporate.  Trans-
fer rhubarb mixture to pre-
pared pan and press rhubarb 

pieces unto bottom of pan, 
making sure there are no open 
gaps between pieces (pieces 
may overlap).

Cake: Whisk flour, carda-
mom, baking powder and salt 
together in medium bowl; set 
aside. Whisk sugar and egg in 
large bowl until thick and ho-
mogeneous, about 45 seconds. 
Whisk in melted butter until 
combined. Add sour cream, 
lemon zest and juice and va-
nilla; whisk until combined. 
Add flour mixture and whisk 
until just combined.  Pour bat-
ter into pan and spread evenly 
over rhubarb mixture. Break 
up streusel with your hands 
and sprinkle in even layer 
over batter.  Bake until cake is 
golden brown and toothpick 
inserted in the center comes 
out clean, 45 to 50 minutes. 
Transfer pan to wire rack and 
let cool for 20 minutes. Run 

The not so skinny cook

See KITCHEN, Page 16
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Office: (608) 439-5761 - Dan Jr: (608)214-1883 - Mike Powers (608)214-5761 

 

Onsite & Live Online Bidding Available! 
Advantages of Consigning  Early with Stateline Consignment          

Auction… Your Equipment Sells Globally!  
Free Extended Global Advertising - Free Online Advertising - Increase in Online Bidder 

Activity & Equipment Preview - 3,000 + Registered Bidders! 

Online Bidder Exposure with Both Proxibid and Equipment Facts!  
Powers Auction Service  

110 E Murray Street, Browntown, WI 53522 
Website: www.powersauction.com  -  Email: sold@powersauction.com 

Now Accepting Consignments!  
Consignments Due by July 1st!  

Stateline Consignment Auction  
101 E Murray Street, Browntown, WI 53522 

N o w  A c c e p t i n g  Qu a l i t y  U s e d  F a r m  E q u i p m e n t  –  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
E q u i p me n t  –  S k i d  S t e e r s  –  A t t a c h me n t s  –  H a y  &  F o r a g e       

E q u i p m e n t  –  P l a n t i n g  &  T i l l a ge  –  T r u c k s  –  T r a i l e r s  –  L a w n  &  
G a r d e n  –  R e c r e a t i o n a l  E q u i p m e n t  a n d  M o r e !   

Auction Date: July 9th - 10th          Starting at 9:00 AM 

396395

Place Your 
Service Ad
Minimum of 

4 weeks 
Additional Sizes 

Available

Commercial • Agricultural
Residential • Industrial • Solar

Nick Wienand • Greg Kline
Call: 815-908-0775 Stockton, IL

388497

Call us for any of your electrical needs

Werhane Total Truck Repair
Straight Trucks - Semis - Dump

Trucks - Farm Type Vehicles
including Farm Tractors

FAIR • FAST • FRIENDLY
• Clutches • Brakes • Welding (Steel & Aluminum) • Electrical 

• Lube & Oil Change • Suspension • King Pins • Transmission & Drive Line 
• Differentials • Tune Ups • Over Hauls • Minor Body Work 

• Tractor-Trailer Wash • Air Conditioning

KEEP US IN MIND FOR ALL YOUR REPAIR NEEDS
Ask for Brian 

Call Now!
815-369-4574

Werhane Enterprises
509 E. Main St. • Lena • 815-369-4574                 2021-6-16-2021-24

396664

Power Walk Mowers, Residential, 
Heavy Duty Residential 

and Commercial Zeroturns

10240 N. Old Mill Rd. • McConnell, IL 61050
815-541-3348 • heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

0%  Interest 
Financing 
Options 
available

Your local Toro Dealer & Master Service Center

395223

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

DeVoe 
License 
& Title 
Service

Call for Appointment
Mon-Fri 

10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Saturday

10 a.m. - noon

216 W. Main • Lena
815-369-5549

368916

Service Corner

Service Corner
The Scoop Today & Shopper’s Guide 396226

knife around edges of pan to 
loosen cake; then invert onto 
edges of pan to loosen cake, 
then invert onto serving plat-
ter.  Let cool for about 10 min-
utes. Microwave jelly in small 
bowl until fluid, about 20 
seconds. Using pastry brush, 
gently dab jelly over rhubarb 
topping.  Serve warm or at 
room temperature.

Final thoughts
Graduations are happening 

all over the place. It is so great 
to have them taking place at 
their usual time.  Last year’s 
classes didn’t have them until 
summer.  This year they even 
get to have some people in 
attendance. Congratulations 

and good luck to all our area 
graduates. 

We will be having Memo-
rial Day celebrations this year 
also. I need to get my ceme-
tery pots bought and deliv-
ered.  For some reason I have 
been dragging my feet to get 
this job done. They are power 
washing my deck and my ad-
dition, so I can get some lawn 
furniture out. I want to be able 
to sit outside before the bugs 
set in. 

If you have any early sum-
mer recipes, contact us in per-
son, by mail at From Lena’s 
Kitchens, Shopper’s Guide, 
240 W. Main St., Lena, IL 
61048 or email us at scoop-
shopper@rvpublishing.com. 

• Kitchen   (Continued from page 15)

In many of my columns, I 
have stressed how oral health 
supports overall health. The 
connection between periodon-
tal disease and rheumatoid ar-
thritis is just one example of 
this. Recent strides in ongo-
ing research indicate that the 
same bacteria found to cause 
the oral disease may trigger 
the systemic disease. This is 
not surprising, as other auto-
immune diseases have been 
linked to bacteria. This occurs 
when the inflammatory re-
sponse to a bacterial infection 
spreads throughout the body 
and attacks healthy tissues. 

Research indicates that 
bacteria from periodontal 
disease increase the severity 
of RA, leads to an earlier on-
set of the disease and causes 
symptoms to progress at an 
increased rate. These findings 
inspired scientists at Case 
Western University to per-
form a controlled case study 
that demonstrated that when 
patients with RA underwent 

Poor oral health may trigger, 
worsen rheumatoid arthritis

successful treatment for their 
periodontal disease, their pain 
and other RA symptoms im-
proved or were alleviated.

The goal in treating RA is 
to control the disease so it 
does not progress. Periodontal 
treatment and daily oral hy-
giene remove bacteria, which 
reduces immune system over-
activity and is critical to con-
trolling the disease.

Unfortunately, RA creates 
many challenges to maintain 
oral health. Immunosuppres-
sive medications used to con-
trol the disease put patients 
at an increased risk for oral 
infections. Many people with 
RA also suffer with Sjogren’s 
syndrome. This inflammatory 
autoimmune disease reduc-
es saliva, which also makes 
them more susceptible to oral 
disease.

Oral care to prevent disease 
becomes more difficult when 
RA causes damage to the tem-
poromandibular joint (TMJ), 
making it painful to open and 
close your mouth. The follow-
ing tips may help you to main-
tain consistent and effective 
oral hygiene:

• People with RA tend to be 
stiff in the morning and may 
experience periods of weak-
ness throughout the day. Split 
tasks into small steps and 
schedule oral care, dental ap-
pointments and other critical 
tasks for the time of day you 
are strongest. 

• You need to brush your 

teeth for two minutes twice a 
day with a soft-bristled tooth-
brush. If you are having diffi-
culty holding the toothbrush, 
try using an electric tooth-
brush. Use a fluoride tooth-
paste made for dry mouth. Do 
not use whitening or abrasive 
toothpaste.

Patients with RA report 
that toothpaste in a pump is 
easier to dispense than from 
a tube and a floss holder or 
floss pick makes flossing less 
challenging. Your dentist may 
prescribe fluoride rinses, fluo-
ride trays or dry mouth rinses. 
He or she may also prescribe 
a mouth guard to protect your 
TMJ.

Share any concerns or dif-
ficulties that you have about 
your oral health routine with 
your dentist and hygienist. 
They want to assist you in 
controlling this disease.

• Keep yourself hydrat-
ed and your mouth moist 
throughout the day. Remove 
your dentures at night. Clean 
and store them overnight as 
directed by your dentist. 

• Report any mouth swell-
ing, oral sores, swollen nodes 
around your jaw or any other 
signs of an oral infection to 
your dentist immediately.

• Have regular dental visits 
and periodontal cleanings as 
prescribed by your dentist. 
Always update your medical 
history, including any new 
medications or therapies pre-
scribed by your rheumatolo-
gist.

• Do not smoke, vape, chew 
or use tobacco in any form, as 
this not only causes gum dis-
ease, but also may interfere 
with your RA medications.

Stephen Petras is an Illi-
nois-licensed general dentist 
at the Stockton Dental Center.

    your source for on-line news:

       RVPNEWS.COM
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LEGAL NOTICES
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT

STEPHENSON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS,

In Probate 
IN THE ESTATE OF:
MARJORIE ANN 
AXELSON,
deceased

Case No. 2021 P 20
CLAIM NOTICE

TO: CREDITORS AND 
CLAIMANTS 

1.  Notice is hereby given 
of the death of MARJORIE 
ANN AXELSON who died 
January 1, 2021, a resident 
of Davis, Illinois.

2.  Letters of Office were 
issued on February 25, 
2021 to CYNTHIA G. 
MADIGAN, Independent 

Administrator for the es-
tate.

3.  The attorney for the 
estate is Paul J. Huber, 226 
Lake Summerset Rd., Da-
vis, IL 61019

4.  Claims against the es-
tate may be filed with the 
Office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court at 15 N. Ga-
lena, Freeport, IL 61032 
or with the Executors, or 
both, on or before Novem-
ber 26, 2021, which date is 
not less than 6 months from 
the date of the first publica-
tion of this notice and any 
claim not filed within that 
period is barred.  Copies of 
a claim filed with the Clerk 
must be mailed or deliv-
ered to the Representative 
and to the attorney with 10 

days after it has been filed.
___________________
Paul J. Huber, attorney

for the Administrator
Paul J. Huber, No. 6192970 
Attorney for the Executors
226 Lake Summerset Rd.
Davis, IL 61019
(815) 248-4000

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

May 26, June 2 & 9, 2021)
396359

NOTICE 
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN that the Board of 
Trustees of the Stockton 
Fire Protection and Ambu-
lance District, Jo Daviess 
County, IL has set the fol-
lowing schedule of dates 
for its remaining meetings 

in FY 2021/2022:
June 28, 2021
July 26, 2021

August 23, 2021
September 27, 2021

October 25, 2021
November 22, 2021
December 27, 2021
January 24, 2022
February 28, 2022
March 28, 2022
April 25, 2022

All meetings of the Board 
are held at the District’s 
Fire Station Building at 
127 E. Front Ave., Stock-
ton, IL commencing at 
7:00 PM.

DATED: May 20, 2021.
__________________

RONALD PAJA
Attorney - Board of 

Trustees of the Stockton 
Fire Protection & 
Ambulance Dist.

(Published in The Scoop 
Today May 26, 2021)

396634

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

JO DAVIESS COUNTY
IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
ROGER R. BEHRENS,
    Deceased.

2021P23
NOTICE OF 

PUBLICATION –
UNKNOWN HEIRS & 

CLAIMS
Notice is given of the 

death of Roger R. Behrens.  
Letters of Office were is-
sued to Carol Ann Staver, 
of 127 W. Prairie Ave., 
Stockton, IL 61085, as Ex-
ecutor, whose attorney of 
record is Ronald Paja, 116 
S. Main Street, P.O. Box 
124, Stockton, IL 61085.

Notice is given to un-
known persons who are 
heirs or legatees in the 
above proceeding to pro-
bate a Will and whose 
name(s) or address(es) is/
are not stated in the Petition 
to admit the Will to probate 
that the Decedent’s Will 
was admitted to probate by 
court order dated May 17, 
2021. Within 42 days af-
ter the effective date of the 
original order of admission 
you may file a petition with 
the Court to require proof 
of the Will by testimony 
of the witnesses to the Will 
in open Court or other evi-
dence, as provided in §5/6-
21 of the Probate Act (755 
ILCS 5/6-21).You also have 
the right under §5/8-1 of 
the Probate Act (755 ILCS 
5/8-1) to contest the validity 
of the Will by filing a peti-
tion with the Court within 6 

months after admission of 
the Will to probate.

Claims against the Estate 
may be filed in the office 
of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court at the Jo Daviess 
County Courthouse, 330 
N. Bench St., Galena, IL 
61036, or with the repre-
sentative, or both, on or 
before December 1, 2021, 
or if mailing or delivery 
of a notice is required by 
§5/18-3 of the Probate Act, 
(755 ILCS 5/18-3), the 
date stated in that Notice.  
Any claim not timely filed 
will be barred.  Copies of 
a claim filed with the Clerk 
must be mailed or deliv-
ered by the claimant to the 
representative and to the 
attorney within ten (10) 
days after it has been filed.

E-filing is now mandato-
ry for documents in civil 
cases with limited exemp-
tions.  To efile, you must 
first create an account with 
an e-filing service provider.  
Visit: efile.illinoiscourts.
gov/service-illinioiscourts.
gov/faq/gethelp.asp or talk 
with the Circuit Clerk’s of-
fice, 815-777-0037.

DATED: May ____, 
2021.

CAROL ANN STAVER, 
Executor

By: ________________
RONALD PAJA
Attorney at Law
116 S. Main St.
P.O. Box 124
Stockton, IL 61085
(815) 947-3396
(815) 947-3397 [Fax]
pajalaw@mchsi.com

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

May 26, June 2 & 9, 2021)
396635

ANNUAL TREASURER’S REPORT
WEST POINT TOWNSHIP & ROAD DISTRICT

FISCAL YEAR ENDING MARCH 31, 2021
TOWN FUNDS:
Revenues: Property Taxes - $160,974.45; Replacement Tax - $6,824.60; Interest - 
$1,380.39; Dividends - $1,269.00; Misc Income - $7,706.53. TOTAL REVENUES: 
$178,154.97
Disbursements: Salaries: Under $5,000 - Z. Mau, W. Staton, W. Bohnsack, R. Daws, 
M. Kempel, J. Smeck, J. Goebel, D. Erickson, D. Brinkmier and C. Fahr. Under 
$10,000 - P. Kempel, C. Gerbick, K. Peight and D. Langy. Under $50,000 - B. Daws. 
Under $60,000 - J. Daws. Total Salaries: $112,158.00. FICA taxes - $8,580.08; State 
Tax - $478.78. Com Ed - $1,627.97. Stephenson County Assessor - $13,524.00. Trans-
ferred to Cemetery Account for mowing - $6,450.00. WIPFL1(audit) - $8,050.00. 
TOIRMA Insurance - $4,381.00. Donations - $6,750.00. Misc expenses under $1,500 
- $6,424.99. TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $168,424.82.
CEMETERY FUNDS:
Revenues: Bank Interest from CD - $2.02; Lots - $300.00; Transfer from Town Fund: 
$6,450.00. TOTAL REVENUES - $6,752.02.
Disbursements: Heilman Mowing - $4,790.00; True Vine - $2,000.00. TOTAL DIS-
BURSEMENTS: $6,790.00
GENERAL ASSISTANCE FUND
Revenues: Property Tax - $5,142.47; Interest - $283.54; Misc - training was canceled 
- $150.00. TOTAL REVENUES: $5,576.01
Disbursements: Allied Benefit Insurance - $1,060.00; Misc under $1,000 - $3,259.36 
Transfer back to Town Fund to correct a previous transfer done in error - $5,000.00. 
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $9,319.36.
ROAD DISTRICT FUNDS
Revenues: Property Taxes - $245,982.39; Replacement Taxes - $16,386.90; Interest 
Income - $1,724.93; Dividend Income - $1,551.00; and Misc Income - $3,270.27. 
TOTAL REVENUES: $268,915.49.
Disbursements: Agco Plus Finance - $6,451.24; Altorfer $8,409.94; Baer Ag Solu-
tions - $3,117.65; Bonnell Industries - $3,600.34; Cargill - $10,223.19; Civil Con-
tractors - $31,517.20; Corp Tires - $3,602.29; Doc’s Excavating Inc - $73,644.63; 
Helm Truck & Equipment - $3,988.95; John Deere Financial - $5,018.71; Jon Daws 
- $6,780.61; Stephenson Service Co - $35,745.39; Toirma (Insurance) - $5,355.00; and 
Washington Implement - $5,709.23. All other disbursements less than $2,500 - total of 
$30,323.27. TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: $284,018.51
BUILDING & EQUIPMENT FUND:
Revenues: Property Tax - $17,995.73; Interest - $109.23. TOTAL REVENUES: 
$18,104.96
Disbursements: None. TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS: None

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF CONDITION
 Town  Gen’l Road Dist Bldg &
 Funds Cemetery Assist Fund Equip
Beginning Bal $248,014.93 $     77.61 $52,766.97 $216,024.46 $  7,538.77
Revenues 178,154.97 6,752.03 5,576.01 268.915.49 18,104.96
Disbursements 168,424.82 6,790.00 9,319.36 284,018.51 .00
Ending Balance $257,745.08 $     39.64 $49,023.62 $200,921.44 $25,643.73
Subscribed and sworn to this 6th day of April 2021. Karen Peight, West Point Town-
ship Supervisor and Treasurer of West Point Township Road District. William Sta-
ton, Clerk of the West Point Township, Stephenson County, State of Illinois, do here-
by certify that the above is a true copy of the Annual Treasurer’s Report for the fiscal 
year ending March 31, 2021.

(Published in The Shopper’s Guide May 26, 2021)
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Can Publish 
Your Legals.

Call us at

815-877-4044
or email your

legals to

Legals@
rvpublishing.

com

Rock ValleyPublishing LLC

That’s why the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture 
launched the Fall Covers 
for Spring Savings Cover 
Crop Premium Discount 
Program in 2019. The idea 
was simple: Offer a $5 crop 
insurance discount for every 
acre planted in cover crops.   

It’s working. The Illinois 
farmland using cover crops 
has doubled since 2018, to 
around 1.4 million acres. 
Now the problem is that 
we can’t keep up. We are 
turning away almost four 
times the number of acres as 
the program has capacity to 
enroll. 

If we want to meet the 
Illinois Nutrient Loss 
Reduction Strategy’s water 
quality and soil health 
goals, now is the time to 
scale up the Fall Covers 
program. As lawmakers 
sit down to make budget 
decisions over the next few 
weeks, they should consider 
increasing the Fall Covers 
for Spring Savings program 
to be available for at least 
200,000 acres in Illinois.

Other states are excited 
about the idea of a good 
stewardship incentive. Iowa 
started a similar cover crop 
program before Illinois, 
and a number of other 
states, like Wisconsin and 
Indiana, have plans in the 
works. We could even see 
this in the next federal Farm 
Bill. Farming practices 
that benefit the soil, water, 
climate and taxpayer dollars 
enjoy rare bipartisan support 
in Washington. 

With Federal Farm Bill 
support, a crop insurance 
incentive program can 
become a driver of an 
exponential increase of 
conservation practices on 
farms nationally, helping 
the Biden administration 
achieve its goal for a net-
zero economy by 2050. 

Illinois’ success can be 
everyone’s opportunity.  

Kris Reynolds is Amer-
ican Farmland Trust’s 
Midwest regional director 
and leads and oversees 
key projects and programs, 
including the Upper Ma-
coupin Creek Watershed 
Partnership and the Vermil-
lion Headwaters Watershed 
Partnership in Illinois.

• Opinion   
(Continued from page 4)

know,” she said. 
“It’s devastating. It’s help-

less, you feel helpless,” she 
added. “There’s nowhere to 
turn. Sometimes you have 
family or loved ones. Other 
times you’re completely alone. 
And you just wait.”

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state govern-
ment. 

• Care  
 (Continued from page 14)
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SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday
at 4 pm

Merchandise
Real Estate
For Sale/Rent Plumbing Servicesemployment for sale rentals & real estate automotive services offered

 help wanted  real 
 estate

FIND YOUR NEXT JOB 
IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

316524

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing, your hometown newspapers 

serving the stateline has an opening for an experienced 
Media Sales Representative to call on current and new 
accounts in a protected sales territory. 

Growing area with many new businesses, this is a great 
opportunity for the right applicant.

We publish newspapers, shoppers and niche publications 
throughout the stateline. You have the opportunity to sell 
into all Rock Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making 
your paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising

Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

 for sale

395627

395628

?YOUR SKILLS

D’ya wanna

WE’RE HIRING

Equal Opportunity Employer 
M/F/D/V/H

ColonyBrands.com

& Affiliates 

800-487-9477

TEXT  to 97211
ColonyJobs

Monday - Friday 8am-4:30pm

PHONE INTERVIEWS

or
VISIT

Monroe, WI

1st Shift

2nd Shift$15

Ongoing social distancing

Must be 16 years or older

Stay !
Bonus requires employment until 8/20/21

394483

International LLC
1555 IL Route 75 East • Freeport, IL. 61032

Positions Available:
Fabrication Operator Welding Department Lead
Hand Welder  Fabrication Department Lead

Great Hours: 6- 3: Monday, Thursday 6-2 Friday 
Possibility of 2-3 Saturday’s a month 6-11
Drug Screen Required, Must be able to read a tape measure 
to 1/32, Must be able to Lift 50 Lbs.
Paid lunch, Generous PTO 

Contact : 1-470-809-1801 395683

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All 
real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it ille-
gal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex, dis-
ability, familiar/ status or national 
origin, or an intention to make 
any such preference,  limitation 
or discrimination. Familial status 
includes children under the age 
of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women 
and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This news-
paper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised in 
this newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. 
The toll-free tele phone number 
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

Village of Winslow Part-Time Maintenance 
Responsibilities involve a variety of tasks; maintenance 
of Village streets and building; mowing, snow plowing 

and water and sewer utilities. 
Please send resume to Winslow.il@hotmail.com or 

phone Leroy at 815-275-2613 396400

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

 garage
 sales

Lena Garage 
Sales

212 E. Railroad St. Fri. May 28 
& Sat. May 29, 8:30-4 Lots of 
Big&Tall mens clothes, womens, 
infant boys, household, home 
and holiday decor.

Winn-Pec Garage 
Sales

9511 CUNNINGHAM RD Win-
nebago. Thurs. May 27 & Fri. May 
28. 9am-5pm. Antiques, crystal, 
candles, radio arm saw & tools, 
Tom Clark Gnomes, dressers, 
crib, sm & med dog crates, pe-
rennial plants, lots of old unique 
items.

IT’S GARAGE SALE 
TIME AGAIN!
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A BIG “THANK YOU”
to those readers who have sent a donation to help 

underwrite The Scoop Today and Shopper’s Guide. For those 
of you who haven’t done  so in the past year, but enjoy this 
newspaper and would like to help us  pay for its operation,  

please send a donation in any amount to:

240 W. Main Street, Suite B • Lena, IL • 61048
IF YOU THINK YOUR NEWSPAPER IS WORTH

50¢ an issue, it would be $26.00; 75¢ an issue - $39.00 
or $1 an issue - $52.00

You won’t get a tote bag, T-shirt, coffee mug or CD of Lawrence Welk’s
Greatest Hits. But you will get the satisfaction of knowing that you have

helped to support your favorite newspaper.

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

Phone______________________________

__ Please keep my
     paper coming:

392657

the Scoop Today
Shopper’s Guide

Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE, rvpnews.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

392651

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday
at 4 pm

Merchandise
Real Estate
For Sale/Rent Plumbing Servicesemployment for sale rentals & real estate automotive services offered

 transportation
Automobiles

1999 CADILLAC ELDORA-
DO Runs good, nice condition, 
223000 miles. Asking $2000. 
OBO 262-492-5388 after noon.

2007 MERCEDES BENZ R350 
134,000 mi., new tires & battery, 
clean, runs good. $6,000 OBO 
Stephanie  815-319-0555

2011 WHITE TOYOTA PRIUS 
72,000 miles., 50 MPG, garage 
kept, great condition. $9,500. Call 
262-758-0782

Automobiles 
Wanted

TOP DOLLAR FOR YOUR FULL 
SIZE JUNK TRUCKS & SUV’s. 
Haul away 7 days a week. 262-
758-1807

Farm Machinery
1982 NEW HOLLAND self-pro-
pelled haybine 1495, 1994 New 
Holland 650 round baler, Two 
Gehl 14’ chopper boxes on John 
Deere wagon gear.  Hesston 
Stacker, 12’ Bearcat Cultmutcher.  
All good condition, never left out-
side.  Call 815-562-6297

CUB LOWBOY 154 Underbelly 
mower. Extra tires, belts & parts. 
$3,600. 262-822-7895.

ORIG. TROY BILT TILLER: 8 
HP, Elec. starter, new tines, runs 
great. $650. 262-862-7070.

Motorcycles
2005 HARLEY DAVIDSON FL-
HTCUI ULTRA CLASSIC. Odom-
eter 31600. Call 262-763-2056.

2005 KAWASAKI VN 2000 
14,100 miles, excel. cond. $5,000 
847-587-8504

2006 HARLEY DAVIDSON 
Ultra classic, loaded, best of 
everything, custom paint, low 
mi., $30,000 invested, asking 
$10,500 OBO. 262-930-4618.

2008 HARLEY DAVIDSON FL-
STC HARITAGE SOFT TAIL. 
Odometer 17700. Call 262-763-
2056.

Trucks & Trailers
4’x8’ utility trailer bed expands 
to 4’x12’. $400. 847-302-6349

CH18 TRITON alum. utlty trailr 
102”Wx18’L, elec. brks, Exc.
cond. $8300 obo. 815-369-4638

Winter 
Accessories

JOHN DEERE snow blower, 10 
HP, 32” cut. $300. 414-412-7389.

Place your car, truck, motorcycle, 
boat or RV for one price and it 

runs for up to 16 weeks.
$1995

1st three lines 
Extra lines are $1.95 each

17 papers
Starts for 4 weeks and if not sold you call us 
and we will renew at no additional charge!

(Maximum run 16 weeks total)

PRIVATE PARTY ONLY.
Ad must be prepaid. Deadline Friday 4 p.m.

Call 815-369-4112
332805

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$

IF SO, WE WILL RUN YOUR AD IN THE
SCOOP TODAY AND SHOPPER’S GUIDE AT

No Charge!

Ads will not be accepted without the following information. Only one free ad per month.

YOUR NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you selling a single item for

LESS THAN $100?

$$$ $$$
Private Party Only

Just fill out the coupon below and drop off or mail to:
Rock Valley Publishing, FREE Ad,

240 W Main St Suite B, Lena IL 61048

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

38
81

58

To place an ad in our
Help Wanted Section
Call (815) 369-4112

your source for on-line news:

       RVPNEWS.COM
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WINDOWS Including: EGRESS
• SIDING • DOORS • GUTTERS 

Lifetime Warranty • Professionally Trained Installers

Not only do we stand
behind our windows,
we stand on them!
Local Owner 
Scott Williamson

Call Today For Your
FREE ESTIMATE

815-395-1333
6010 Forest Hills Rd, 
Rockford, IL

www.windowworldrockford.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00 am-5:00 pm; Sat 9:00 am-Noon

America’s Largest
Home Improvement

Company
• Locally Owned & Operated

• Professional & Insured Crews

• True Lifetime Warranties,
   Guaranteed Forever!

• Serving Northern Illinois
  for more than 15 years

Se Habla Espanol

*SEE OUR WEBSITE OR A TEAM MEMBER FOR DETAILS

0% FINANCING
OPTIONS
AVAILABLE*

395623

PHOTO COURTESY OF BRAD PETERSBURG Shopper’s Guide

 The 10 miles of new hiking trails at the Witkowsky 
Wildlife Area near Hanover are the result of a public/pri-
vate partnership. Above, Friends of Witkowsky founder 
and volunteer Brad Petersburg is shown at the wildlife 
area’s Prairie Point Lookout.

New hiking trails open at 
Witkowsky Wildlife Area

Over three decades have 
passed since Jack and Iris 
Witkowsky made the deci-
sion to donate 400 of their 
510-acre farm to the Illinois 
Department of Natural Re-
sources as a leadership gift 
toward the creation of the 
Witkowsky State Wildlife 
Area. The family purchased 
the farm that included oak 
and walnut woodlands on 
Blackjack Road in Hanover 
in 1965. There, the couple 
spent many holidays, week-
ends and summer vacations 
along with their two daugh-
ters, Anne and Kathy.

In 1985, the Witkowskys 
began negotiations with the 
Illinois Department of Con-
servation (now IDNR) on a 
legal agreement that outlined 
their proposed land donation 
and mutually agreed to ex-
pectations of how the proper-
ty would be used. These in-
cluded that the wildlife area 
would be permanently pre-
served with no roads or struc-
tures allowed and that access 
for pedestrians and equestri-
an use would be permitted.

Today, a public/private 
partnership among the IDNR, 
the Witkowsky family, the Jo 
Daviess Conservation Foun-
dation and the Friends of 
Witkowsky Wildlife Area has 
resulted in 10 miles of new 
hiking trails that are open to 
the public at the 1,000-plus-
acre natural area.

The opening of the hiking 
trails is a big step toward 
fulfilling the Witkowskys’ 
vision after 30 years. JDCF 
and the Friends of Witkows-
ky will continue to work with 
the IDNR on the feasibility of 
equestrian trails in the wild-
life area.

The Witkowsky State Wild-
life Area is open daily dawn to 

dusk. The trails are closed to 
hikers during firearms hunting 
seasons. Hunting season dates 
are posted at the kiosks near 
the parking areas and also on 
the IDNR website.

“People will love the di-
versity to be experienced on 
the new hiking trails at the 
Witkowsky Wildlife Area. 
There are native prairies, 
dense woodlands, massive 
rock outcroppings, streams 
to cross, all types of wildlife, 
and one remarkably unnatural 
feature called ‘Hanover Earth 
Station,’” said Friends of Wit-
kowsky founding member, 
Brad Petersburg. “It was a 
pleasure working with IDNR 
staff, at the local, regional and 
state level, to ensure that the 
trails would provide visitor 
access with minimal impact 
on the environment. Many 
thanks to JDCF staff and vol-
unteers, and the Witkowsky 
family, who were instrumen-
tal in creating this 10-mile 
trail system and who continue 
to support maintenance and 
improvements.” 

“The Witkowsky State 
Wildlife Area has a nice mix 
of upland forest, crop ground, 
rock outcroppings and some 
prairie. Like most hikes in 
the area, it’s a bit rugged, but 
worth the time and effort,” 
said Jeff Horn, district wild-
life biologist with the IDNR. 
“There are also several hunt-
ing seasons allowed on the 
property and it is an excel-
lent spot for deer, turkey and 
squirrel hunting.” 

The Witkowsky State Wild-
life Area is open daily dawn to 
dusk. The trails are closed to 
hikers during firearms hunting 
seasons. Hunting season dates 
are posted at the kiosks near 
the parking areas and also on 
the IDNR website.

Carlisle led Orangeville 
offensively, going 2-4 with 
two RBIs and two runs 
scored.  Plowman pitched 
another gem, going all seven 
innings with nine strikeouts 
and just three hits allowed.  

 The Broncos would go 
on to dominate their next 

three opponents as they beat 
Scales Mound-River Ridge 
11-0, Milledgeville 21-8 and 
Durand 8-0. 

Orangeville’s winning 
streak came to an end on 
May 20, when they faced off 
with Durand for their second 
meeting of the season. The 

Broncos fell victim to their 
own mistakes, as five total 
errors allowed the Bulldogs 
to pull off the comeback after 
trailing 4-0. Plowman pitched 
well again, throwing six 
innings with nine strikeouts 
and just four hits. All five of 
Durand’s runs were unearned.  

 The loss shocked many 
as the Broncos’ record fell to 
15-2 for the season. 

Orangeville will wrap up 
its season with a two-game 
series against Dakota. The 
second game of the series 
will be played in Orangeville 
on Thursday, May 27. 

• Softball   (Continued from front page)

ensure that eligible children 
get vaccinated,” she said. 
“The vaccines are safe, ef-
fective and proven to protect 
you from getting sick.”

Students who do not qual-
ify for remote learning may 
seek home or hospital in-
struction if a doctor deter-
mines they will miss at least 

10 days of school due to a 
medical condition. 

According to the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention, the Pfizer-Bi-
oNtech vaccine is safe for 
children 12 and over, while 
everyone aged 16 and over is 
eligible to receive any U.S. 
approved vaccine.

Pfizer may file for emer-
gency use authorization of its 
vaccine from the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration for 
use in children aged 2 to 11 
in September, according to 
news reports.

“As always, our top pri-
ority is our students, and 
we know that in most cases, 

in-person learning is in their 
best interest,” Ayala said in 
her blog post. “Now that we 
have every indication that 
the pandemic will soon be 
behind us, we can prepare to 
return fully to the physical 
spaces that best provide these 
conditions.”

• Board   (Continued from front page)
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