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Lena Brush/Leaf Pick Up
Final brush pick up for the year 
will be Monday, Oct. 18. Leaf pick 
up will begin Tuesday, Oct. 19 
and be done weekdays (weather 
permitting) through Friday, Nov. 
19. Brush and leaves must be 
separated and placed in the right 
of way (on the grass, near the 
curb) on your own property, not in 
the street and not in garbage bags. 
No sticks, brush or yard waste 
should be mixed with leaves.
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FFA members join in fall celebration
 About two dozen members of the Lena-Winslow FFA chapter participated in the Lena Lions Fall Festival 
parade last month, with some riding on the float and others walking along the float, which was pulled by 
Ross Stabenow. 

Local students get a head start on higher education
CollegeNow offers challenge, exploration, cost savings for high school upperclassmen

Learn more
For more information 

about Highland 
Community College’s 
CollegeNow program, 
go online to highland.
edu/collegenow or 
contact Vicki Schulz at 
vicki.schulz@highland.
edu or 815-599-3573.

Ag experts: Illinois soil is 
too warm for fall fertilizer

Favorable weather has 
helped push Illinois’ fall har-
vest progress ahead of normal, 
however, agriculture experts 
are cautioning farmers against 
getting ahead with fall fertilizer.

According to a news release, 
“University of Illinois experts 
caution that fall nitrogen fertil-
izer application on soils warm-
er than 50 degrees can result in 
loss of effectiveness and poten-
tial environmental issues.” 

 The unusually warm start 
to fall has caused soil tempera-
tures across Illinois to remain 
5 to 10 degrees warmer than 
average for this time of year, 
according to Illinois State Cli-
matologist Trent Ford at the 
University of Illinois’ Illinois 
State Water Survey.

Measurements at ISWS Wa-
ter and Atmospheric Resources 
Monitoring Program sites show 
4-inch soil temperatures under 
sod have remained in the high 
60s to low 70s across the state, 
the release said. Daily average 
4-inch soil temperatures on 
Oct. 6 ranged from 66 degrees 
at DeKalb to 74 degrees at 
Rend Lake.

“Given these warm soil tem-
peratures, farmers should seri-
ously consider holding off on 
fall fertilizer and manure appli-
cations for at least two or three 
weeks,” said Jay Solomon, 
University of Illinois Extension 
environment and energy stew-

ardship educator. 
The Illinois Agronomy 

Handbook recommends not 
applying fall fertilizers until 
the daily maximum bare soil 
temperature at 4 inches is be-
low 50 degrees. Above this 
temperature, the rate of nitri-
fication increases significantly 
in soils. This chemical change 
increases the risk of nitrogen 
losses through gas emissions 
and leaching with soil water 
movement before spring crop 
planting. On average, the last 
day with maximum 4-inch soil 
temperatures above 50 degrees 
is around Nov. 1.

“The push for application 
may be to empty manure stor-
ages,” Solomon said. “How-
ever, these warm air and soil 
temperatures can increase the 
potential for odor complaints. 
The nitrogen volatilized off 
as ammonia gas can be a ma-
jor component of the odor 
produced during application. 
Keeping the nitrogen in other 
forms longer benefits both the 
crop and the environment.”  

Farmers may be con-
cerned about the potential of 
less-than-favorable weather 
for fertilizer application later 
in the season. Yet forecasts and 
longer-term outlooks are not 
showing any signs of the poten-
tial for problematic weather in 

By Margaret Plevak
CORRESPONDENT

This fall Stockton High 
School became the latest area 
high school to participate in 
Highland Community Col-
lege’s CollegeNow program, 
which lets eligible juniors and 
seniors graduate high school 
while working toward an as-
sociate degree.

Highland’s CollegeNow 
has grown from a partner-
ship with one high school 
in 2012 to 13 participating 
high schools, including Le-
na-Winslow, Orangeville 
and Pearl City. The college 
also accepts eligible home-
schooled students in the pro-
gram.

Vicki Schulz, Highland’s 
student adviser and transfer 
coordinator, said 27 first-
year and 23 second-year high 
school students are partici-
pating in the program for the 
2021-’22 school year.

Student qualifications for 
CollegeNow include a min-
imum 3.0 GPA, completion 
of geometry and advanced 
algebra courses, SAT/ACT 
or placement testing into col-
lege-level courses and a rec-
ommendation from the high 
school.

Schulz, who noted Rock-
ford’s Rock Valley College 
has a similar program, said 
Highland doesn’t actively re-
cruit high schools, but sees a 
growing interest from them 

for CollegeNow.
Stockton has a longstand-

ing relationship with High-
land, said Sharon Malone, a 
counselor there for 16 years. 
Over those years, Malone 
has seen many Stockton ju-
niors and seniors take both 
in-person and online classes 
through Highland, while still 
maintaining their high school 
class schedules, to receive 
dual credit for the courses.

Fifteen years ago, Stockton 
students could take one or two 
in-person classes provided at 
Highland’s satellite campus 
each semester in Elizabeth, 
or take up to two classes at 

Highland’s main campus in 
Freeport, if the classes fit into 
their schedules, Malone said 
in an email. School buses 
were provided for the classes 
in Elizabeth, but students tak-
ing classes at Highland had to 
provide their own transporta-
tion.

When the satellite campus 
closed, Highland faculty pro-
vided in-person instruction 
for two classes each semester 
at Stockton. Seniors were also 
allowed to take online classes 
from the college. 

In 2020 in-person Highland 
courses at Stockton stopped. 
Although seniors could still 
take online classes from the 
college, several junior stu-
dents were interested in the 
in-person options offered 
through CollegeNow, leading 
to Stockton’s participation in 
the program, Malone said.

“Through all of these op-
tions, many of our Stock-
ton graduates would exit 
high school with 12 or more 

See EDUCATION, Page 4

See EXPERTS, Page 6
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The Lena Lions Club would like to thank 
area residents who supported the 

Lena Lions Candy Day!

We can now help those in need. 
THANK YOU everyone who contributed.

Sincerely,
The Lena Lions Club

404457

In Loving Memory of
Mellissa 

Shumaker
Who passed away 12 

years ago
Oct. 11, 2009

Nothing can ever 
take away the love a 

heart holds dear.
Fond memories 
linger everyday, 

remembrance keeps 
her near.

Love, Kameryn & Lillie
Dad, Cyndy, Cody & 

Larynn
Shannon, Craig, 

Shayleigh, 
Khayne, Layton & 

Grayson
Whitney, Riley, Julian 

& Aiden

405304

A Celebration of Ron Fuchs
Saturday, Oct. 23

12 - 3 p.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church

625 Country Lane Dr.
Lena, IL 61048

Please come to enjoy Ron’s 
favorite foods and share 

stories, laughs and, of 
course, Euchre! 

Lunch and refreshments 
will be provided.

Thank you to everyone for the food, flowers, memorials, 
love and support since Ron’s passing.
Please no gifts - just your presence. 

If you wish, donations to the Lena Food Pantry are welcomed.

405438

Apple River Fort State His-
toric Site is hosting a spooky 
new event, Fright at the Fort, 
on Saturday, Oct. 23.

 The fun begins with a guid-
ed walking tour of the Eliza-
beth City Cemetery at 2 p.m. 
Founded in August 1832 just 
as the Black Hawk War drew 
to a close, the cemetery’s first 
grave belongs to a man who 
died at the Apple River Fort, 
according to a news release.

“Hear his story, as well 
as the stories of several fort 
defenders and other notable 
Elizabeth citizens,” the re-
lease said.

The walking tour will be-
gin at the flagpole/veterans 
memorial, just past the cem-
etery’s archway entrance. 
Comfortable shoes are recom-
mended.

Visitors are encouraged 
to park outside of the ceme-

By Katie Zelechowski
ILLINOIS FARM BUREAU

The future of renewable 
fuel could be in the sky — in 
thousands of airplanes, that is.

Last month, the Biden ad-
ministration introduced a plan 
to produce 3 billion gallons 

of sustainable fuel and reduce 
aviation emissions by 20% by 
2030. The new opportunity 
for biofuels became a popu-
lar discussion topic as Illinois 
farmers met with legislators 
on Capitol Hill.

The initiative is part of 

Let’s give each other (and ourselves) a break
We make instant judgments 

about so many things, dozens, 
even hundreds of times each 
day — what we approve of 
and like, but more often, what 
we disapprove of and dislike. 
These can be time-honored 
judgments, things we’ve 
lived with for years, if not a 
lifetime.

I’m not sure why we feel 
the need to impose snap 
judgments, but I know I am 
as guilty as anyone. I’m not 
here to point fingers. I’m here 
to provide a mirror for all of 
us. To illuminate not only the 
judgments we make toward 
one another but those we 
impose upon ourselves. 

Awareness is the first step 
to curbing negative thoughts 
and allowing others — and 
ourselves — a hefty helping 
of grace.

Please read these with 
honestly. No one is looking 
over your shoulder or reading 

your thoughts. Consider your 
initial impression when you 
encounter:

• A person wearing pajamas 
at the grocery store. (Really?)

• That same person who is 
accompanied by kids without 
shoes. (Parents these days!)

• A cloudy day when 
the forecast called for 
sunshine. (Who pays those 
meteorologists anyway?)

• A slow check out line at 
the super store. (How’d they 
ever hire her?)

• When you don’t get the 
job you applied for. (I don’t 
interview well. I’m not that 
smart.)

• Teenagers and the way 
they dress these days. (No 
respect!)

• A young mother or father 
with tattoos. (How does she/
he pay for them?)

• An unexpected car 
breakdown, on the freeway 
during rush hour. (Dammit, I 
just had it into the shop last 
week!)

• Forgetting your wedding 
anniversary, or your mother’s 
birthday, or some other 
significant date. (I’m so 
stupid about dates.)

• Someone using food 
stamps at the grocery store. 
(That’s where my taxes go!)

• Someone’s dirty car. 
(People don’t take care of 
their stuff.)

• That neighbor who 
purchases a brand-new car 
every year. (What’s he trying 
to prove?)

• Your neighbor’s brown 
grass. (Lazy.)

• Your brown grass. (I’m 
lazy.)

• A child throwing a 
tantrum in a fancy restaurant 
when you are celebrating 
your birthday. (This is 
wrecking my day.)

• Your sour mood after 
a bad day at work. (I’m no 
good at my job.)

• Your sour mood after a 
fight with your spouse. (I’m 
no good at marriage.)

• Your hair on a bad day. (I 
have ugly hair.)

• Your crooked teeth. 
(Everyone else in high school 
had braces.)

• A homeless man. (What 
happened to him?)

• A homeless man who is 
missing teeth. (Why didn’t he 
take care of his teeth?)

• A homeless man sitting 
on the street corner. (Why is 
he there where we all have to 
see him?)

• A homeless man sitting 

on the street corner begging 
for money. (Really? He can’t 
get a job?)

The list could go on. It’s 
human nature. We have the 
tendency to judge everything. 
Honestly, it makes me a little 
sad; it took no time at all for 
me to come up with the above 
list. We judge others and 
ourselves so quickly and so 
harshly. 

I’m trying to change this in 
myself. It isn’t easy, because 
judging is so ingrained into 
our human psyche. Instead 
of judging, I’m attempting 
empathy. It’s the whole “walk 
a day in their shoes” thing. To 
start with, I’m walking a day 
in mine.

And in doing so, I’m trying 
to change the inner voice 
that I’ve been listening to 
for far too long. Not judging 
others starts with not judging 
ourselves. If we can learn to 
be easier on ourselves, then 

maybe we can also learn to 
give others the benefit of the 
doubt. 

We are all walking the 
path of life, and we are all 
doing the best that we can 
with what we have. Realizing 
the truth of that one sentence 
can change outlooks; it can 
change lives. When we judge 
ourselves or others, whom 
does it benefit?

In a word, no one. 
Be kind. I’m in your 

corner. Find someone you 
care about and be in their 
corner and we’ll all make the 
world a better place — one 
judgment (or hopefully lack 
thereof) at a time.

With gratitude.
Jill Pertler is an award-

winning syndicated 
columnist, published 
playwright and author. She 
invites readers to follow 
the Slices of Life page on 
Facebook.

By
JILL
PERTLER
Columnist

Slices of life

Your “Main Street Chiropractors”
with over 40 years service to our community

• Palmer Graduates • Digital X-Ray
• BCBS Provider • Electronic Insurance Billing

Liles Chiropractic 
Clinic, Ltd.

Dr. Jared Liles  &  Dr. Jim Liles
238 W. Main St. • Lena

815-369-4974
M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Saturday by Appointment.

397192

Now proudly accepting United Healthcare
and Quartz insurance plans.

Farmer groups tout ability to meet need for sustainable fuel
Biden’s larger climate goals, 
which include plans for a ful-
ly zero-carbon aviation sector 
by 2050.

Andrew Walmsley, senior 
director of congressional re-
lations for the American Farm 
Bureau Federation, briefed Il-
linois Farm Bureau members 
on the topic during the first 
day of their Leaders to Wash-
ington trip.

Increasing demand for bio-
diesel from places like Cali-
fornia indicates interest in ex-
panding the renewable fuels 
market, Walmsley said. But he 
also cautioned that additional 
pressure from the aviation in-
dustry will require farmers to 
ramp up production.

Adam Nielsen, IFB’s direc-
tor of national legislation and 

policy development, said he’s 
confident corn and soybean 
farmers can fill the gap.

“If sustainable aviation fuel 
is where the market is head-
ed, we’ve got high-quality 
products to satisfy demand in 
the aviation industry and help 
them lower their carbon foot-
print,” he said.

In the automobile industry, 
there’s mounting pressure to 
shift away from gas-powered 

vehicles to electric vehicles.
Mercer County Farm Bu-

reau President Michael Zech-
er said he recognizes the 
growing market for EVs in 
metropolitan areas but doesn’t 
see that demand expanding to 
rural areas any time soon.

“When it comes to being 
able to utilize electric vehi-
cles and deal with (travel-
ing) the distances we have in 
downstate Illinois, or even 

the western United States, 
their practicality decreases 
significantly,” he said. “We’re 
not at the point where we can 
say that we can ban all inter-
nal-combustion engines and 
still provide a reliable source 
of food, fuel and fiber that the 
country needs.”

How batteries for EVs will 
be built and disposed of on a 

Historic sites host free spooky fun
tery along South Apple River 
Road. Any vehicles that do 
enter the cemetery must stay 
on the paved roads.

Festivities will continue 
into the evening with living 
history activities at the re-
constructed fort. Visitors will 
learn about the ancient origins 
of Halloween and the super-
stitions still held by many 
today.

“Experience period funeral 
customs and meet the ghost of 
John Gray, a soldier who died 
at the Fort,” the news release 
said. “Consult with our physi-
cian to find out about the his-
toric, hair-raising cures that 
were almost worse than what 
ailed you.

“Visitors can also try mak-
ing a thaumatrope — a pop-
ular 19th century optical il-
lusion toy — and hear gothic 
horror stories around the fire 
while munching on treats 
from the concession stand.”

Living history activities at 
the fort will begin at 4 p.m. 
and run until 8 p.m. The event 
is free.

For more information, go 
online to appleriverfort.org. 

See FUEL, Page 3
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MOWERY AUTO PARTS

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks

392194

WINTER BUILD SALE
Get started today @ ClearyBuilding.com 

800-373-5550 • ClearyBuilding.com

Get started today @ ClearyBuilding.com 

• Strongest Structure 
    in the Industry

• We Manufacture & 
   Construct Our Product

• Custom Designs & 
    In-House Engineering

• Featuring                 Doors

•                           Lifetime Steel Warranty 
Contact us to Discover the Cleary Advantage

Custom Designed & Built to Last

Oregon, IL
815-732-9101

40
37
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BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!
10% MORE for 

jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mint Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Coins 
Flatware • Diamonds • Sterling
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M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

COSTUME
PARTY

Friday, Oct. 29
With LIVE entertainment

FREE FALL
playing from 7 - 10

SPECIAL 

Cocktails 

and 

horderves

Join us for some 
Spooky 

Fun

141 W. Railroad St.
Lena

815-369-9990
405305

395222

NEXT
DAY

SERVICE!

A ribbon cutting was held 
last week to celebrate the re-
opening of Lake Le-Aqua-Na 
State Park near Lena.

More than $7.3 million in 
rehabilitation and renovation 
projects have been completed 
since the park was closed in 
January 2020, according to a 
news release.

About $3.9 million in Il-
linois Department of Trans-
portation park and road fund-
ing was used to reconstruct 
and realign the park road 
system, renovate campsites 
and drain, repair and restore 
the lake.

Another $3.4 million in 
lake rehabilitation work was 

funded by the Illinois Capital 
Development Board to “drain 
the lake, repair to stop water 
loss from the lake basin, re-
construction of boat ramps, 
new shore fishing jetties, in-
stallation of island and aera-
tion system(s) and improved 
fish habitat in the lake,” the 
news release said.

The park reopened to vis-
itors Sept. 1, but the lake 
remains closed due to low 
water levels caused by below 
normal rainfall in the area.

Lake Le-Aqua-Na State 
Park is a 715-acre park 
featuring multi-use trails, 
equestrian trails, RV and tent 
campsites and other recre-

ational opportunities.
“Lake Le-Aqua-Na is a 

much-beloved park that has 
played an important role 
in so many people’s sto-
ries in northwestern Illinois 
throughout the years,” state 
Sen. Brian Stewart, said in a 
news release. “It is a place for 
outdoor recreation and exer-
cise, it has served as a back-
drop for many family cele-
brations, and is a great place 
to hang out with friends. 

“This major project will 
improve the quality of life for 
our residents.”

The park is located three 
miles north of Lena at 8542 
N. Lake Road.

JESSICA TESSENDORF The Scoop Today/Shopper’s Guide

 Area legislators and officials from the Greater Freeport Partnership and the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources joined community leaders and area residents to 
celebrate a ribbon cutting at the newly reopened Lake Le-Aqua-Na State Park last 
week. 

JESSICA TESSENDORF The Scoop Today/Shopper’s Guide

 Lake La-Aqua-Na State Park near Pearl City is open 
for visitors again after being closed for more than a year. 
The lake remains closed, however, due to low water lev-
els.

CATRINA RAWSON/ILLINOIS FARM BUREAU The Scoop Today/Shopper’s Guide

 An Illinois farmer harvests crops in the field. Both 
corn and soybeans could be used to produce sustain-
able aviation fuel in the future.

A roundup of high school 
sports scores and notes re-
ceived by The Scoop Today/
Shopper’s Guide. All scores 
are for varsity matches and 
games unless noted.

Volleyball
• Oct. 5, Aquin defeated Le-

Win, 26-24, 21-25, 25-21
Kalli Humphrey had eight 

kills and Leah Goebl had 12 

digs for Le-Win
• Oct. 5, Scales Mound de-

feated Warren, 25-22 and 25-
20.

Claire Riedl had 10 kills, an 
ace, two blocks and a dig for 
Warren. Katie Schneider had 
13 digs and two kills for the 
Lady Warriors.

• Oct. 7, Aquin defeated 
Pearl City 25-21 and 25-20.

• Oct. 7, West Carroll de-

feated Warren, 25-23 and 25-9.
Claire Riedl had 11 digs, 

five blocks and two kills to 
lead Warren. Cameron Kent 
and Lauren Williams also had 
two kills.

• Oct. 7, Durand defeated 
Le-Win, 25-21, 15-25 and 25-
19. 

Izzy Flaminio and Grace 
Groezinger each had six kills 
in the match. Flaminio also 

had a team-high 14 digs.

Football
• Oct. 8, Orangeville defeat-

ed River Ridge, 70-8.
Gunar Lobdell had 242 

yards rushing for Orangeville 
with four touchdowns. Carson 
Rote was 4 for 4 passing with 
54 yards and a touchdown.

• Oct. 8, Stockton defeated 
Fieldcrest, 63-6.

larger scale, as well as how 
they’ll be taxed to support 
ongoing transportation infra-
structure needs, remains to be 
seen.

“EV is the new kid on the 
block vying for attention, but 
there’s a lot of baggage that 
comes with them,” said Niel-
sen. “When you look at things 
objectively, there are many 
benefits to renewable fuels that 
are sometimes simply forgot-
ten because they get taken for 
granted.”

Farmers reminded lawmak-
ers that biofuel production is a 
large economic driver for rural 
America and expressed inter-

est in joining the market for 
sustainable aviation fuel.

 It’s an exciting move for the 
industry and one that makes 
a lot of sense, Nielsen said. 
“There’s a whole biofuels in-
dustry that’s already in place 
and we don’t have to re-invent 
the wheel. We’ve always be-
lieved we have the solution — 
and the low-carbon solution is 
renewable fuel.”

 This story was distributed 
through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Associa-
tion. For more food and farm-
ing news, visit FarmWeekNow.
com.

• Fuel   (Continued from page 2)

Sports roundup

Renovated state park opens while lake remains closed
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Bring a SMILE to someone’s face.
Share with us a photo and details of 
your recent engagement, wedding or 

anniversary at no charge.
Stop in at the Shopper’s Guide/The Scoop Today newspaper 
office 240 W. Main St., Suite B, Lena with your info or email 

us at scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
404764

VietNow Dance
Saturday, Oct. 16

7 - 11 p.m.
Eagles Club Freeport

Rock SteadyBand

$5 per
person

Open to public
Silent Auction

405376

transferable college credits, 
cutting a semester’s worth 
of college credits off of their 
requirements at the college 
program they enrolled in,” 
said Malone, who noted that 
her own daughter, a senior at 
Orangeville High School, is 
in CollegeNow.

Offering that advantage 
to students is appealing, es-
pecially to small town high 
schools.

Pearl City High School 
has had approximately 40 
students participate in the 
program since the school 
began partnering with High-
land some eight years ago, 
said Craig Kreiser, a coun-
selor there.

“As a smaller school, we 
can only offer so much on 
campus and we are always 
looking at expanded educa-
tion options … The College-
Now program allowed us to 
do exactly that,” he said in 
an email.

 CollegeNow isn’t a dual 
credit program, Schulz said. 
Students don’t take any 
classes at their high school, 
but attend all courses at 
Highland. Schulz said High-
land works with individual 
high schools and those stu-
dents who may need to ful-
fill their graduation require-
ments, such as four years of 
English or math.

 “Each school has specif-
ic requirements, but a lot of 
those requirements are also 
general education require-
ments for an associate de-
gree at Highland,” she said.

Kreiser said CollegeNow 
draws many Pearl City ju-
niors and seniors interested 
in STEM and medical fields.

“We have had a number of 
students planning on being 
engineers enter the program, 
as well as a number of stu-
dents planning on becoming 
doctors, nurses and mental 
health clinicians,” he said.

Schulz said many College-
Now students are looking 
toward careers in pre-med, 
engineering and computer 
science. But the program 
also lets undecided students 
examine their options.

“Quite a few students, un-

• Education   (Continued from front page)
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 State Rep. Andrew Chesney, left, visits with Marilyn Wurster and her son, Tom 
Wurster, during a recent stop to recognize the Wurster family for 150 years of contin-
uous farm ownership. 

State Rep. Andrew 
Chesney recently visited the 
Wurster Family Farm near 
Elizabeth to help the family 
celebrate the farm’s sesqui-
centennial status.

Members of the Wurster 
family have served as con-
secutive caretakers of the 80-
acre parcel first purchased in 
1864 by Samuel Wurster af-
ter immigrating from Dettin-
gen, Germany, in 1852.

Signs indicating the farm’s 
centennial and sesquicenten-
nial status are on display next 

to the Wurster rock, “long in 
place at the end of the farm’s 
driveway,” according to a 
news release from Chesney’s 
office.

The farm, now 120 acres, 
includes 40 acres purchased 
by family matriarch Marilyn 
Wurster and her late hus-
band, Dennis.

“The tradition of our fam-
ily farm mattered a great 
deal to my husband, Dennis. 
While he passed four years 
ago, we passed that tradi-
tion down to our sons, Tim 

State honors area farmers for 150 years
and Tom,” Marilyn Wurster 
said in the release. “Dennis 
would be proud to know our 
family name and family farm 
will carry on to the next gen-
eration.” 

“The Wurster Family Farm 
is a proud piece of Northwest 
Illinois’ agricultural heri-
tage. Marilyn still lives in 
the original farmhouse and 
the Wurster family serves 
as a testament to our shared 
Northwest Illinois values,” 
Chesney said. “157 years 
shows such incredible faith 
and perseverance.”

Since being enacted 50 
years ago, the Illinois Ses-
quicentennial Farms pro-
gram has recognized more 
than 1,200 family farms 
through the Illinois Depart-
ment of Agriculture. The 
Wurster Family Farm in 
Elizabeth had previously 
been recognized as a centen-
nial farm.

Wurster said she hopes 
the farm continues to stay in 
the family so that it can be 
recognized as a bicentennial 
farm in the future.

derstandably at 17, are still 
trying to figure out what they 
want. So they can try differ-
ent classes — a business 
class, a drawing board class 
— that maybe they have an 
interest in,” she said. “We 
can help those students by 
giving them a way to ex-
plore.” 

Adjusting from a relative-
ly structured high school 
class schedule to a more in-
dependent college one can be 
challenging for some. Once 
students are recommended 
by their high school for the 
program, Schulz meets with 
them and their families at 
an informational meeting to 
talk about the challenges of 
studying on their own and 
the faster academic pace 
they’ll face — that a year-
long class in high school 
becomes a semester-long 
course in college. Students 
also take an experience class 
at Highland the summer be-
fore they begin the semester.

Some students have 
changed their minds about 
participating in the program, 
including students who went 
through CollegeNow during 
their junior year, went back 
to high school for senior 
year, but used the earned 
credits to return to Highland 
after graduation and earn an 
associate’s degree, Schulz 
said.

 “Those exit spots are fine 
because it’s really what the 
student wants, and if he or 
she is ready to pursue it,” 
Schulz said.

 “We receive very positive 
feedback from students who 
attend the program,” Kreis-
er said. “Pearl City has set 
very high standards for en-
trance to the program so the 
students that go tend to echo 
that they like the academic 
challenge they are getting as 
well as the freedom. They do 
speak about an adjustment 
period because of the level 
of freedom they now have, 
but in general they like that. 
While the program is fan-
tastic for the right students, 
they are taking college 
classes and a student who 
performs poorly can impact 
their future financial aid, so 
finding the correct candi-

dates is very important.”
 While many CollegeNow 

students are focused on ac-
ademics, some still want 
to stay involved with high 
school activities outside of 
class, from the sports or mu-
sic groups to the National 
Honor Society. The program 
allows them to see what they 
can handle.

 “Students can choose to 
be as involved with their 
home school as they choose. 
We have had students who 
return daily for extracurric-
ulars, sports, band and choir 
if they fit their schedules and 
those schedules can usually 
be built at Highland to ac-
commodate that. We have 
also had students that we see 
a handful of times during the 
year and that is it,” Kreiser 
said. “The decision to go 
off campus is a big one and 
some students are very con-
cerned about missing out on 
things during their regular 
school day like homecoming 
activities, time with friends 
and field trips. They have to 
weigh that against the bene-
fits of getting an early start 
on their college education. 
For some, they don’t want to 
give up those things, under-
standably.”

 Schulz said that to qual-
ify for federal financial aid, 
students must have a GED, 
so CollegeNow students ar-
en’t eligible. However, in-
come-based scholarships are 
available through Highland.

 Kreiser said the financial 
edge that CollegeNow of-
fers high school juniors and 
seniors makes the program 
especially valuable — and 
viable — today.

 “Highland provides a fan-
tastic education at a much 
lower cost than four-year 
colleges and universities. 
With the cost of school 
where it is for students, 
community college provides 
an opportunity to have much 
less student debt, and pro-
grams like these help us con-
tinue to chip away at the idea 
of community college as a 
lesser education,” he said. 
“That bias has been fading 
quickly and I think programs 
such as CollegeNow have an 
impact on this.”
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Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE, rvpnews.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

392651

A BIG “THANK YOU”
to those readers who have sent a donation to help 

underwrite The Scoop Today and Shopper’s Guide. For those 
of you who haven’t done so in the past year, but enjoy this 
newspaper and would like to help us pay for its operation,  

please send a donation in any amount to:

240 W. Main Street, Suite B • Lena, IL • 61048
IF YOU THINK YOUR NEWSPAPER IS WORTH

50¢ an issue, it would be $26.00; 75¢ an issue - $39.00 
or $1 an issue - $52.00

You won’t get a tote bag, T-shirt, coffee mug or CD of Lawrence Welk’s
Greatest Hits. But you will get the satisfaction of knowing that you have

helped to support your favorite newspaper.

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

Phone______________________________

__ Please keep my
     paper coming:

392657

the Scoop Today
Shopper’s Guide

Obituaries
CATHERINE A. 
FENNELL

Catherine “Cathy” A. Fen-
nell, 71, of Warren, Illinois, 
passed away peacefully on 
Oct. 5, 2021, with her family 
by her side. Cathy was born 
on Jan. 21, 1950, in Freeport, 
to Wilfred “Bill” and Donna 
(Stich) Wolfram. She mar-
ried Francis Fennell on Aug. 
7, 1976, at St. Ann Catholic 
Church in Warren.

Cathy taught and retired 
from Warren School Dis-
trict; she loved teaching 
sixth grade at Apple River 
and Warren School. She was 
a devoted, caring teacher. 
Cathy was a member of St. 
Ann Church and a member 
of the Altar and Rosary. She 
enjoyed baking, cooking, 
reading and antiquing. She 
loved spending time with her 
grandkids and being at Lake 
Wisconsin with her family. 
Cathy was well-known for 
her homemade grape jelly 

and O’Hen-
ry bars.

Cathy is 
survived by 
her husband 
of 45 years, 
F r a n c i s ; 
her chil-
dren, Dan-
ielle (Kyle) 

Auten of Emmetsburg, Iowa, 
Casey (Brooke) Fennell of 
Shullsburg, Wisconsin, and 
Erin (Joe) Rendon of War-
ren; grandchildren, Lane, 
Emma, and Ella Auten; 
Owen, Colton, Elliot, Cora 
and Wade Fennell; and Isa-
bel, Liam and Catie Rendon; 
her mother; Donna, of War-
ren; a brother, Mike (Sally) 
Wolfram of Gratiot, Wiscon-
sin; two sisters, Teresa (Tom) 
Gille of Shullsburg and De-
nise (Kirk) Brinker of Bara-
boo, Wisconsin; and many 
in-laws, nieces, nephews and 
cousins

She was preceded in death 

by her father, Wilfred “Bill” 
Wolfram.

A visitation was with Ro-
sary reading was held Friday, 
Oct. 8, 2021, at Bartell-Lea-
mons Funeral Home in War-
ren.

Another visitation and the 
funeral service were held 
Saturday, Oct. 9, 2021, at St. 
Ann Catholic Church in War-
ren. Father Michael Morrisey 
officiated the service. 

Burial will be at St. Ann 
Cemetery.

A memorial has been es-
tablished in her memory.

Condolences may be 
sent to the family at www.
leamonfh.com.

DENNIS N. LARSON
Dennis “Huck” Neal Lar-

son, age 68, of Stockton, Il-
linois, passed away Friday, 
Oct. 1, 2021, at Illinois Vet-
erans Home of LaSalle. He 
was born in Savanna, Illinois, 
to the late Cyril and Bernice 
(Knudson) Larson. Dennis 
married Connie Olthoff on 
Feb. 12, 1972. They later di-
vorced. 

He was a 1971 graduate 
of Stockton High School 
and later received his certif-
icate in automotive engines 
from Highland Community 
College and his certificate of 
achievement from the Edu-
cational Institute of the Hotel 
and Motel Association. Den-
nis served in the U.S. Army in 

Korea during the Vietnam era. 
He had worked as a welder at 
Freeport Machine Works. He 
was a longtime member of 
A.B.A.T.E. His passions were 
motorcycles, flower gardens, 
photography and classic rock 
music. 

Dennis is survived by his 
daughter, Amy Jo (Mike) 
Morrison of Marseilles, Illi-
nois; his son, Brian (Sandrine) 
Larson of Montgomery, Il-

linois; his grandsons, Jacob 
Larson and Colt Morrison; 
his brother, Steve Larson of 
Stockton; and his sister, Joan 
Bowman of Clinton, Iowa. 
He was preceded in death by 
his parents; three brothers, Cy 
Jr., Keith and Richard; sister, 
Darla; and nephews, Jason 
and Tim. 

There will be a visitation at 
3 p.m. and a funeral service 
at 4 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 14, 
2021, at the Hermann Funeral 
Home in Stockton. The family 
asks that you please dress ca-
sual, that’s what Huck would 
have wanted.

A memorial fund has been 
established. Condolences 
may be shared at www.
hermannfuneralhome.com. 

Workshop addresses 
invasive and nuisance plants

Registration is open 
now for the free “Invasive 
and Problematic Plants in 
the Landscape” workshop 
through the University of Illi-
nois Extension.

Jay Solomon, Extension 
energy and environmental 
stewardship educator, will 
lead the program, set for 6:30 
p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 10, at 
the Stephenson County Farm 
Bureau office in Freeport. 

“It is important to distin-
guish between the two groups 
of plants,” Solomon said in a 
news release. “Invasive plants 
by definition are non-native, 
introduced by humans and do/
can cause environmental or 
economic harm. 

“Nuisance plants are de-
fined as causing management 
issues or other damage. Many 
native plants can become a 
nuisance in disturbed soils of 
landscapes and other areas.”

The workshop will delve 
into how to identify the differ-

ences methods of managing 
the problem plants. 

“Fall is an excellent time 
to identify and work on con-
trolling many of these plants 
in our landscapes, timber and 
prairie areas,” the release 
said. “Woody invasive plants 
such as autumn olive, buck-
thorn, bush honeysuckle and 
multiflora rose are easier to 
identify and manage this time 
of year.”

Invasive and nuisance 
plants are harmful because 
they establish easily and dis-
place native plants in the land-
scape without providing ben-
efits to the area, the release 
said.

“For example, bush hon-
eysuckle can take over the 
understory of a forest area 
— preventing tree seedlings 
from establishing (and) re-
ducing safe and suitable nest-
ing locations for songbirds” 
while the berries provide a 
lower nutrition level for birds, 

Solomon said. “There are no 
winners except the bush hon-
eysuckle.”

As far as nuisance plants, 
the wet spring and dry sum-
mer and fall have made good 
growing conditions for creep-
ing vines, mulberry, poke-
weed and hemlock, he said, 
and fall is an ideal time to ad-
dress them.

 “Woody invasive plants 
tend to be the last to go dor-
mant in the winter,” which 
makes them easier to locate, 
Solomon said. “They are 
building up nutrient stores in 
the roots, which makes them 
more vulnerable to control 
measures.”

Mechanical control (cutting 
or pulling), chemical control 
and combinations of methods 
will be discussed.

There is no fee for the 
workshop, but registration is 
requested by Nov. 8 by going 
online to go.illinois.edu/jsw 
or calling 815-235-4125.

your source for on-line news:
RVPNEWS.

COM
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Holiday Shopping Expo 
& Bake Sale

Saturday, Oct. 23
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

• “Coats Share” drop off
     for Salvation Army

• Lions Food Stand

Jane Addams Community Center
430 W. Washington St.

Cedarville, IL

Expo sponsored by the Cedarville Lions Club

404258815-947-3445 841 E. North Ave. Hwy 20 East Stockton, IL
www.richardrosenberglaw.com

LAW OFFICES OF

Rosenberg, Eisenberg 
& Associates, LLC

815-947-3445 841 E. North Ave. 
Hwy 20 East Stockton, IL

WWW.RICHARDROSENBERGLAW.COM

• Car Accidents

• Slip / Trip & Fall

• Medical 
   Malpractice

• Wrongful Death

• Personal Injury

• Job Accidents

• Product Injuries

Personal Injury
Workers Compensation

Nursing Home Abuse & Neglect

No Charge Unless 
Recovery is Made

LAW OFFICES OF

Rosenberg, Eisenberg & Associates, LLC
Personal Injury

Workers Compensation 
Nursing Home Abuse & Neglect

No Charge Unless Recovery is Made

• Personal Injury

• Job Accidents

• Product Injuries

• Car Accidents

• Slip / Trip & Fall

• Wrongful Death

• Medical Malpractice

392679

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 The Lena-Winslow Pan-
thers have made it through the 
toughest part of their schedule 
for the 2021 fall Illinois high 
school football season. Af-
ter impressing in their week 
five game against Fulton, Ric 
Arand’s Panthers were set 
to face off with two of their 
toughest opponents yet in 
DePaul College Prep and Du-
rand-Pecatonica.  

 On Oct. 1, the Panthers 
traveled to face off with the 
DePaul College Prep Rams.  
Despite having the better re-
cord, the Panthers could have 
been viewed as underdogs as 
DCP had a massive advan-
tage in numbers as a class 3A 
squad. Arand and his Panthers 
were excited for the opportu-
nity to prove themselves, and 
they did just that.

 Ethan Fye helped Le-Win 
get off to a quick start when 
he broke free on a 33-yard 
touchdown run less than three 
minutes into the first quarter. 
After things seemed to be 
settling following the early 
score, Marey Roby got the 
excitement going again as he 
returned a punt 86 yards for a 
touchdown.  Thanks to a pair 
of two-point conversions, the 
Panthers took a 16-0 lead into 
the second quarter. 

 Fye was the star of the 
show for the remainder of the 
game, as he went on to score a 
pair of touchdowns in the sec-
ond quarter and another in the 
third. With four total touch-
downs on the day, all of which 
came on the ground, Fye led 
the Panthers to a 38-27 victo-
ry over DCP.  

 Fye led the team in rushing 
yards as well, as he rushed for 
136 and four scores on 16 car-
ries. Roby carried the heavy 
workload with 119 yards on 

24 carries.  Roby’s lone score 
came on special teams. Brady 
Eilders was the next leading 
rusher, with 46 yards on nine 
attempts. 

 The Panthers also had the 
ball moving through the air 
as Roby’s 69 receiving yards 
made him the team leader in 
total yards with 188. Quar-
terback Luke Benson was 
perfect on the day, going four 
for four with 114 passing 
yards. The combination of the 
ground game and the air at-
tack helped the Panthers earn 
their sixth win of the season. 
The victory held added value, 
as it qualified the Panthers for 
the 2021 playoffs.  

 A week later, Le-Win 
found themselves preparing 
for their biggest game of the 
season. On Oct. 8, the 6-0 
Panthers played host to the 
5-1 Durand-Pecatonica Riv-
ermen. As the top two teams 
in the Northwest Upstate Illi-
ni Conference, it was a mean-
ingful game as it could have 
decided this year’s conference 
champ. 

 The Panthers immediately 
found themselves in an unfa-
miliar position, as it was the 
Rivermen who got off to the 
hot start. Le-Win was trailing 
22-0 with less than a minute 
to go before halftime.  There 
was no quit in them, howev-
er, as Benson led a late drive 
down the field and connected 
with Brody Mahon on a 31-
yard score to end the half. The 
passing touchdown helped cut 
into the Du-Pec lead as the 
Panthers went into the half-
time break trailing 22-8.

 After facing adversity in 
the first half, it was the Pan-
thers who got off to a hot start 
in the second. Roby scored 
the first touchdown of the half 
on a four-yard plunge into the 
end zone. Benson connected 

Panthers split games against 
formidable opponents

with Mahon on the conver-
sion to bring the score to 22-
16.  

 That score would hold un-
til early in the fourth when 
Benson found Roby for a 22-
yard touchdown pass. Roby 
also completed the drive with 
the two-point conversion as 
the Panthers scored 24 un-
answered points to take their 
first lead of the game in the 
final quarter. 

 Unfortunately for the Pan-
thers, that is where their mo-
mentum would run out, as the 
Rivermen scored the last, and 
most important, score of the 
day. Falling 30-24, the loss 
snapped an 18-game confer-
ence winning streak for Le-
Win. They had plenty to be 
proud of, however, as they 
fought back to take the lead 
from a three-score deficit. 

 Roby led the team in rush-
ing with 65 yards and a touch-
down on 16 carries.  Roby 
also caught a score through 
the air as he added a pair of 
receptions for 21yards to his 
total. Fye was the team’s next 
leading rusher, with 47 yards 
on 10 carries.  

 Not only was it an unusual 
day for the Panthers as they 
suffered the loss, but it was 
an unusual day for Arand’s 
offense as Le-Win did most of 
their damage through the air. 
Benson finished the game go-
ing five of eight with 67 yards 
and two touchdown passes as 
he helped lead the way in the 
comeback. Mahon was the 
leading receiver with 46 yards 
and a score on two receptions.  

 After taking the loss and 
falling to 6-1, the Panthers 
will look to get back in the 
win column this week. They 
will have to do so on the road 
as they will travel to Stockton 
to face off with the Black-
hawks this Friday, Oct. 15.  

392874
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Lawmakers consider new congressional maps
By Peter Hancock
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

The process of redrawing congressional 
district maps in Illinois got off to a slow 
start Oct. 7 when only one person showed 
up to testify at the first legislative public 
hearing, which was held in Chicago.

Ryan Tolley, policy director for the 
advocacy group CHANGE Illinois, urged 
the House Redistricting Committee to listen 
to community groups and afford them 
more opportunity than they had during the 
legislative redistricting process to review 
any proposed new maps before they are 
voted on.

“I had trouble finding one group that 
participated in the legislative remap 
hearings that publicly endorsed the 
legislative maps. But there are a lot that 
rejected those maps,” Tolley said. “And 
I just want us to think about how can we 
have a map that reflects the interest of 
communities if almost every group that tries 
to engage with this process says their voices 
were ignored and their communities were 
harmed. Their efforts really should not be 
in vain.”

In May, and again in August, lawmakers 
drew new maps for state legislative districts. 
Those new maps are now the subject of 
two federal lawsuits — one by Republican 
leaders in the General Assembly and one 
by a Latino advocacy group — who argue, 
among other things, that the new districts 
dilute Latino voting power.

But lawmakers have not yet addressed 
the issue of congressional district maps, 
something required under the U.S. 
Constitution once every 10 years following 
the decennial census.

According to the 2020 U.S. Census, 
Illinois’ population fell by 18,124 people 
over the previous 10 years, or about 0.14 
percent. As a result, Illinois will lose one 
of its congressional districts, bringing the 
number down to 17.

Allie McNamara, a legislative aide who 
works on redistricting, said the largest 
population losses occurred in downstate 
Illinois, led by Alexander County, which 
lost 36.4 percent of its population. But 
Calhoun, Coles, Gallatin, Greene, Hardin, 
Henderson, Jackson, Mason, McDonough, 
Pike and Pulaski counties also all saw 
double-digit losses.

Meanwhile, there was a marked shift 
in the state’s overall population away 
from rural areas toward urban centers 
and the suburbs. The city of Chicago 
grew 2 percent, or about 50,000 people, 
McNamara said, although there were 
significant demographic changes within 
Cook County. The white population there 
declined by about 15 percent and the Black 

population fell by about 2 percent, but the 
Asian and Hispanic populations both grew 
substantially, she said.

Those changes will need to be reflected 
in whatever new maps lawmakers draw, 
something they are expected to take up 
during the fall veto session, which begins 
Oct. 19.

That process will be watched closely at 
both the state and national level. Democrats 
hold only an eight-vote majority in the U.S. 
House while three seats are vacant — two 
Democratic seats and one Republican seat.

Historically the party that holds the White 
House — currently, Democratic President 
Joe Biden — loses seats in the president’s 
first mid-term election, which means there is 
a strong possibility that Republicans could 
regain control of the House.

But Democrats are firmly in control of the 
Illinois General Assembly, where they hold 
supermajorities in both chambers, and they 
hold 13 of the state’s 18 congressional seats.

Because of the way Illinois’ population 
shifted in the 2020 census, the most likely 
region to lose a congressional seat will be 
in heavily Republican southern Illinois. 
But Democrats in the General Assembly 
are expected to use their strong majorities 
to draw maps in a way that will help 
Democratic candidates in some of the state’s 
more toss-up regions.

State Rep. Tim Butler, R-Springfield, the 
minority spokesman on the Redistricting 
Committee, said he fully expects Democrats 
to engage in gerrymandering in order 
to protect Democratic congressional 
candidates.

“Illinois has a terrible history of drawing 
grotesquely gerrymandered districts 
for political power,” he said. “And it’s 
been done on a bipartisan level. The 
current map that we’re in, certainly the 
congressional district that I live in — the 
13th congressional district — was no-bones-
about-it drawn to try to elect a Democrat 
by linking together university towns 
from Champaign, Normal, Springfield, 
Edwardsille, across the state in a diagonal 
manner, where friends and neighbors get 
divided for pure political gain.”

That seat actually is now held by a 
Republican, Rodney Davis, who has 
indicated that he might consider running 
for governor in 2022, depending on how 
lawmakers redraw that district.

Both the House and Senate Redistricting 
committees have scheduled a series of 
public hearings leading up to the fall veto 
session. 

Capitol News Illinois is a nonprofit, 
nonpartisan news service covering state 
government and distributed to more than 
400 newspapers statewide.

the next few weeks, the release 
said.

“Both long-range forecasts 
and outlooks are leaning to near 
to above-normal temperatures 
at least through the last week of 
October,” Ford said. “In addi-
tion, forecasts do not show any 
indication of persistently wet 
conditions for the second half 
of October.”

Current soil temperatures 
across Illinois are available 
through the State Water Sur-
vey’s Water and Atmospheric 
Resources Monitoring Program 
by going online to www.isws.
illinois.edu/warm/soil/.

• Experts   
(Continued from front page)
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EVANGELICAL FREE 
CHURCH OF LENA
720 N. Freedom Street

Lena, IL • 815-369-5591
Dr. Jim Erb, Senior Pastor

Rev. Scott Wilson
Assoc. Pastor of Youth

Sunday Worship 
8:30 a.m & 10:30 a.m.

Awana
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

Listen to pastor’s weekly sermon 
at www.lenafreechurch.org

392198

Wesley’s Big White Church 
Fall Luncheon

Wesley United Methodist Church
Stockton, IL

Sunday, Oct. 17 
11:30 a.m. through auction

Household Auction starts at noon
Sandwiches: Chicken & dressing, seasoned beef, BBQ.; Soups: 
Chili & chicken noodle; potato salad and calico beans, desserts. 

Bake Sale • Canned Goods
Pickles/Jams & homemade noodles

CARRY OUTS AVAILABLE• Outdoor seating available
Rada Cutlery fundraiser. 

Cash and carry of cutlery/soups/dips available for purchase.

405376

Boy Scouts will collect 
cans as troop fundraiser

Boy Scout Troop 91 of Lena 
is growing and is organizing a 
pop can fundraiser to support 
troop functions. 

Those who would like to 
help support the troop should 
place their aluminum cans in a 
trash bag and set them on the 
curb by 9 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 
23.  Scouts will come to collect 
the cans.

All funds raised through 
the annual can drive will stay 
in Lena with Troop 91 to help 
fund summer camp, high ad-
venture activities, national 
youth leadership training and 
other experiences and training. 

Drama students serve up 
murder mystery 

The Eastland/Pearl City Dra-
ma Department will present 
“Murder on the Menu” at 7 
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 23, and at 
2 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 24, in the 
Pearl City school cafeteria.

The murder mystery dinner 
includes salad, pasta, garlic 
bread, dessert and a beverage, 
along with the whodunit featur-
ing a cast of students. 

Seating is limited and cur-
rent rules for COVID-19 will 
be enforced. For tickets, con-
tact a cast or crew member, or 
purchase them at the Eastland 
or Pearl City school offices.

Federal employees group 
notes chapter meeting

A meeting of National Ac-
tive and Retired Federal Em-
ployees Chapter 604 will be 
held at noon Thursday, Oct. 21, 
at Manny’s Pizza in Savanna. 
Attendees will order off the 
menu.

For more information, call 
chapter President Jorene Willis 
Lieb at 815-541-4105.

Salvation Army offers free 
food, coats

The Salvation Army in Free-
port is getting the word out 
about several events to help 
those in need in the area:

• Free Food Friday, 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Friday, Oct. 15. Please 
do not bring children if possi-
ble due to safety concerns at the 
warehouse.

• Coat and clothing give-
away dates, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Wednesday, Oct. 13; 1 p.m. to 5 
p.m. Thursday, Oct. 14; 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 9, and 
Thursday, Nov. 11

Children’s through adult size 
coats, clothing and winter ac-
cessories will be available. No 
registration is necessary, but 
masks are required.

The Salvation Army is locat-

ed at 106 W. Exchange St. in 
Freeport.

Theater group hosts 
Oct. 23 trivia night

The Mighty Richland Play-
ers Dessert Theater group will 
host a fundraising trivia night 
on Saturday, Oct. 23, at Route 
20 Bar and Grill in Freeport. 

Registration will begin at 
5:30 p.m. and trivia at 6:30 p.m. 
Trivia teams must be between 
four and six players, with a cost 
of $10 per person.

Trivia players may register at 
the door or do so in advance by 
calling 815-819-1310 or email-
ing mightyrichlandplayers@
gmail.com. Those who prereg-
ister will receive a free answer. 

All proceeds from trivia 
night will go to the Orangeville 
theater to help with operating 
costs.

Church sets free clothing 
day on Nov. 6

The Clothes Closet at Yellow 
Creek Church of the Brethren, 
12602 W. Dublin Road, Pearl 
City, will be open from 9 a.m. 
to noon Saturday, Nov. 6, for 
free shopping. People are invit-
ed to come and pick up winter 
clothing for their families.

To make special arrange-
ments, contact Pastor Bough-
ton at 815-864-2049 or 815-
238-1137. 

St. John’s hosts band, 
community meals

Several activities are com-
ing up at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church in Pearl City:

• The church will host the No 
Worries Band on Saturday, Oct. 
16. The evening will begin with 
a meal from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

The band will play from 
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. and family 
games will be offered from 6 
p.m. to 7 p.m. The event is free, 
but free-will donations will be 
accepted for the band.

• The October Community 
Grace Meal will be served for 
curbside pickup from 11 a.m. 
to 12:15 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 17. 
The menu will be pork chops,

All meals must be ordered 
by 5 p.m. Friday, Oct. 15. The 
meal is provided by a grant 
from the Freeport Community 
Foundation. 

To reserve a meal, call 815-
443-2215 or send an email to 
prshadmin@gmail.com. 

PHOTO SUBMITTED Shopper’s Guide

 Story Hour participants are hard at work on a fall-
themed project during a recent session at the Lena 
Community District Library. Story Hour is held at 10 a.m. 
Wednesdays.

Patrons are reading, 
learning and crafting 
at Lena library

Director Brittany Gaulrapp 
reports that there’s plenty go-
ing on at the Lena Community 
District Library:

• Story Hour participants 
have been learning about 
manners and about autumn, in 
addition to working on crafts 
and learning new songs. You 
can see some of their fun on 
the library’s Facebook page.

Story Hour is held from 10 
a.m. to 11 a.m. Wednesdays.

• The after-school program 
began recently with a crafting 
day. 

Spots are limited for chil-
dren’s programs, so it’s best 
to stop in and sign up or call 
the library at 815-369-3182 to 
reserve a slot.

• The library still has a room 

full of used books that people 
may take home for free. Pa-
trons should bring a bag or 
box to fill with free books.

• New fiction titles include 
“The Night She Disappeared” 
by Lisa Jewell, “Lightning 
Strike” by William Kent 
Kreuger, “Apples Never Fall” 
by Liane Moriarty, “The 
Burning” by John Kellerman 
and “A Slow Fire Burning” by 
Paula Hawkins. 

• New nonfiction titles in-
clude “All the Frequent Trou-
bles of Our Days” by Rebecca 
Donner, “The Woman They 
Could Not Silence” by Kate 
Moore and “The Long Slide” 
by Tucker Carlson.

Patrons may stop in or call 
to place a hold for a new book.

PHOTO SUBMITTED Shopper’s Guide

Students experiment 
with science concepts
 Pearl City seventh-grade students Braxton Kubatzke, 
Tristan Ertmer and Brian Ayala build a DNA model in 
science class.

PHOTO SUBMITTED Shopper’s Guide

 Allison Brouhard’s class studied the particle nature 
of matter last week, finishing the week with some fizzy 
tablet fun to show how gas particles spread and build 
up pressure in a container.

Briefs

405478

PHOTO SUBMITTED Shopper’s Guide 

Decked out for fall
 Lena-Winslow FFA members decorated the five 
“Welcome to Lena” signs, the visitors center and 
the cannon on the main street for fall. Pictured 
from left are Nate Noller, Kegan DeZell, Morgan 
Gerber, Avery Baldauf and Conor DeZell.

LOCAL NEWS ON-LINE
rvpnews.

com
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Thank you 
for supporting 
4H activities!

National 4H Week • October 3 - 9, 2021

I Pledge

my head to clearer thinking,

my heart to greater loyalty,

my hands to larger service,

my health to better living, 
for my club, 

my community, 
my country 

and 
my world.

405638

405581

815-369-4225
www.radersinsurance.com

240 W. Main St., Suite A • Lena

405580

Orangeville • Warren

405574

11975 W. Galena Rd., Lena
815-369-4165

Pro Source
Electric and Automation Inc.

Pro Source
Electric and Automation Inc.

405485

815-369-4901
www.lenastatebank.com

Stagecoach Trail Storage 
Gary & Aileen Schreiner

Lena

815-369-4794
405440

405586

214 S. Center St., Lena
www.bussboyzcustoms.com

815-369-2803

405576

Stephenson Service Company

Elizabeth • Freeport • Lena
Stockton • Ridott

405575

511 W. Lena St. • Lena
815-369-4527

Christmas items now on the floor!

My Friend's Closet 
Thrift Store

T H E

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions... Meeting Local Needs
Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL • Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL

Hanover, IL • Hazel Green, WI
Galena, IL – First Community Bank 405572

Offenheiser Schwarz 
Funeral Home 

Pearl City
405483 405484

7989 IL 78 N • Warren
815-745-3311

www.hartzellsigawarren.com

Saunders Oil Co., Inc.
815-745-2267

Warren, IL
Since 1965

Visit Our Convenience Stores
Darlington

608-776-2887
Muscoda

608-739-3733
Hazel Green
608-854-2533

Shullsburg
608-965-8918

Stockton
815-947-2314 405587

405579

www.csbnow.com

Lena • Stockton • Freeport

MEMBER
FDIC

www.csbnow.com

Lena • Stockton • Freeport

MEMBER
FDIC

www.csbnow.com

Lena • Stockton • Freeport

MEMBER
FDIC

405577

Stockton Auto 
Supply - NAPA 

Hwy 20, Stockton
815-947-3216

Your local Toro Dealer & Master Service Center

10240 N. Old Mill Rd. • McConnell, IL 61050
815-541-3348 • heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

405573

Shopper’s Guide 
815-369-4112

The Scoop Today 
815-947-3353

405439

JO DAVIESS MUTUAL 
INSURANCE CO.

Insuring Homes, Farms & Auto
Since 1887

815-777-2111
101 Exchange St. • Galena 405578
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Place Your 
Service Ad
Minimum of 

4 weeks 
Additional Sizes 

Available

Commercial • Agricultural
Residential • Industrial • Solar

Nick Wienand • Greg Kline
Call: 815-908-0775 Stockton, IL

388497

Call us for any of your electrical needs

Werhane Total Truck Repair
Straight Trucks - Semis - Dump

Trucks - Farm Type Vehicles
including Farm Tractors

FAIR • FAST • FRIENDLY
• Clutches • Brakes • Welding (Steel & Aluminum) • Electrical 

• Lube & Oil Change • Suspension • King Pins • Transmission & Drive Line 
• Differentials • Tune Ups • Over Hauls • Minor Body Work 

• Tractor-Trailer Wash • Air Conditioning

KEEP US IN MIND FOR ALL YOUR REPAIR NEEDS
Ask for Brian 

Call Now!
815-369-4574

Werhane Enterprises
509 E. Main St. • Lena • 815-369-4574                 2021-11-3-2021-40

405435

10240 N. Old Mill Rd.
McConnell, IL 61050

815-541-3348
heidrepair@yahoo.com

FEAR NO STORM
Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

404998

Plow blade sold separately

385630

240 W. Main St., Suite C • Lena, IL
Call for a quote • 815-369-4747

PRICE • COVERAGE • SERVICE

Gretchen
Rackow

Joe
Werhane

• Auto • Motorcycle • Boat • 

• Snowmobile • RV •

• Home • Renters • 

• Condo • Rented Dwelling •  

• Mobile Home •

• Business • Farm • Life • 

www.bussianinsurance.com

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

DeVoe 
License 
& Title 
Service

Call for Appointment
Mon-Fri 

10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Saturday

10 a.m. - noon

216 W. Main • Lena
815-369-5549

368916

Service Corner

Service CornerThe Scoop Today & 
Shopper’s Guide

405642

Law enforcement steps 
up efforts to fight online 
child exploitation
By Peter Hancock
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

State Attorney General 
Kwame Raoul joined local 
and federal prosecutors re-
cently to announce new ef-
forts to combat a rise in online 
child exploitation in Illinois.

The efforts include greater 
outreach and education for 
parents and teachers, and a 
new mobile computer foren-
sics unit that will be deployed 
throughout the state, he said. 

“The pandemic has 
wreaked havoc on all of our 
lives, shuttering schools and 
businesses and isolating us 
and our children,” Raoul said 
at an Oct. 4 news conference. 
“Children have been affect-
ed in unprecedented ways. 
During this time in particular 
of separation from their peers, 
they’ve turned to technology 
for schooling, for connecting 
with old and new friends and 
alleviating the boredom and 
the social isolation this crisis 
has forced upon them. And 
child predators are there to try 
to take advantage of this.”

The efforts are being co-
ordinated through the state’s 
Internet Crimes Against Chil-
dren Task Force, a federally 
funded project within the at-
torney general’s office that in-
cludes state, federal and local 
law enforcement agencies. 

It receives tips from the 
National Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children, in-
vestigates child sexual ex-
ploitation crimes, trains law 
enforcement agencies and 
provides online safety edu-
cation to children and adults. 

The task force operates in all 
Illinois counties except Cook 
County, which has its own 
task force.

In 2018, Raoul said, the 
attorney general’s office man-
aged more than 3,300 cyber 
tips. That increased to 4,300 
in 2019 and to 5,100 in 2020. 
This year, that number is ex-
pected to grow 23 percent, in 
part due to increased report-
ing and awareness by social 
media and apps.

“The threat is out there, and 
with our children’s increase in 
use of the internet for educa-
tion, entertainment and social 
interaction, it is growing,” he 
said. “Police and prosecutors 
alone cannot stem the tide of 
rising sexual images of chil-
dren on the internet. We all 
have a role to play.”

Illinois State Police Direc-
tor Brendan Kelly said the 
ICAC Task Force has dra-
matically increased the state’s 
ability to arrest and prosecute 
those who prey on children 
online.

In 2018, the year before the 
task force began, ISP inves-
tigated only nine leads of in-
ternet crimes against children 
and made one arrest. In the 
first year of the initiative, that 
increased to 71 leads and 19 
arrests, and in 2020, the agen-
cy pursued 99 leads and made 
24 arrests.

To report suspected online 
child sexual exploitation, con-
tact local law enforcement or 
the National Center for Miss-
ing and Exploited Children 
CyberTipline at 800-843-
5678.

October is here and in the 
United States that means it’s 
the beginning of cold and flu 
season. One in five people in 
the U.S. gets the flu each year, 
with December through Feb-
ruary being the peak months.

While many of you know 
that we need to practice good 
hygiene to avoid getting sick, 
some of you may not be aware 
that includes dental hygiene. 
Both the flu virus and rhino-
virus (common cold) live in 
saliva and mucus. Pneumonia 
is a lung infection that may 
follow a cold or flu. The bac-
teria that cause diseases like 
bronchitis and pneumonia of-
ten come from the oral cavity.

Poor dental hygiene can be 
a contributing factor in dis-
ease both because bacteria in 
your oral cavity can pass into 
your respiratory system and 
bloodstream and because the 
chronic inflammation associ-
ated with periodontal disease 
can reduce the body’s ability 
to resist infection.

So, taking care of your oral 
health is just as important 
as frequent hand washing, 
getting your flu vaccination 
and covering your face when 
coughing or sneezing. 

When you cannot breathe 
through your nose, you have 
to breathe through your 
mouth, which can cause you 
to experience dry mouth. 
The decongestants and anti-
histamines that you may take 
to clear your nasal conges-
tion can further dry out your 
mouth. A dry mouth makes 
you more prone to decay and 
gum disease.

When you are sick, it is 
crucial that you stay hydrated 
by drinking plenty of water. 

Good oral hygiene can help you avoid the flu
Water helps your body nat-
urally eliminate toxins and 
other bacteria that may cause 
illness. Water is necessary to 
both flush bacteria and viruses 
into your stomach and to pro-
duce the acids that will neu-
tralize them once they reach 
there.

Dehydration thickens lym-
phatic fluids which makes it 
harder for them to flush out 
pathogens. Your body also 
needs water to absorb certain 
nutrients in your food and 
replace what you sweat out 
during fevers. While sports 
drinks may be recommended 
to replace electrolytes, drink 
them in moderation and only 
until you are recovered, as 

they often contain high levels 
of sugar.

If you decide to have a 
warm beverage to sooth a 
sore throat, avoid adding sug-
ar, honey and lemon. When 
it comes to cough drops or 
throat lozenges, choose sug-
ar-free, otherwise your teeth 
are being steeped in sugar as 
long as it’s in your mouth. 

The flu is often accompa-
nied by vomiting. When you 
vomit, stomach acids coat the 
oral cavity. Resist the temp-
tation to brush your teeth im-
mediately after vomiting as 
this acid weakens the enamel. 
Instead, swish water in your 
mouth and spit. Waiting for 
about 30 minutes before you 

brush allows your saliva to 
neutralize these acids. 

The flu virus can live up to 
24 hours on a solid surface 
and 72 hours on a moist sur-
face. Toothbrushes can also 
play host to bacteria. Keep 
yourself and your family safe 
by rinsing off your toothbrush 
with hot water every time you 
brush. It is important to allow 
your toothbrush to air dry in 
an upright position. Do not 
store in a medicine cabinet 
or in a case that encloses the 
head, as this will not allow it 
to air dry.

Do not store family tooth-
brushes together where they 
can touch and contaminate 
each other. Do not store tooth-

brushes next to a toilet. Never 
share a toothbrush.

Do change your toothbrush 
every three months or sooner 
if the bristles become worn 
or frayed. A worn toothbrush 
does not clean effectively. 
Frayed or bent bristles can 
cause lacerations and subse-
quent infections.

To avoid reinfection, dis-
card your toothbrush after 
bacterial infections (strep, 
etc.) If you or your child has 
a weakened immune system, 
discard your toothbrush after 
any viral infection as well.  

(Dr. Stephen Petras is an Il-
linois-licensed general dentist 
at the Stockton Dental Cen-
ter.)

By
DR. STEPHEN 
PETRAS 
Illinois Licensed 
General Dentist
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To place an ad in our Help Wanted Section
Call (815) 369-4112

 help wanted

FIND YOUR NEXT JOB 
IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

MerchandiseEmployment
Real Estate
For Sale/Rent Automobiles For Sale Plumbing Servicesemployment for sale rentals & real estate automotive services offered

SPINHIRNE 
TRANSFER

Looking for drivers.
Must have good driving record.

We are local and regional commodity hauling company.
We provide a very competitive hourly wage plus paid 

vacation.

Contact Greg Spinhirne at 815-275-4215 
to schedule an interview

402686

Drivers

392953

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing, your hometown 

newspapers serving the stateline has an opening 
for an experienced Media Sales Representative to 
call on current and new accounts in a protected 
sales territory. 

Growing area with many new businesses, this is 
a great opportunity for the right applicant.

We publish newspapers, shoppers and niche 
publications throughout the stateline. You have 
the opportunity to sell into all Rock Valley 
Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making your 
paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising

Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

Full-Time Opportunities Available

Call to Schedule a PHONE INTERVIEW

TEXT

 97211
ColonyJobs

OR APPLY ONLINE@ColonyBrands .com

1st, 2nd, & 3rd SHIFTS

to

& Affiliates 

BONUS!
1,000 $

Stay

FORKLIFT OPERATORS       $19.50 - $24.50
SANITATION WORKERS      $19.65 - $22.65
BAKERY LINEWORKERS      $16.00 - $18.00
PRODUCTION WORKERS   $16.00 - $21.00
MACHINE OPERATORS      $16.00 - $18.00

Equal Opportunity
Employer M/F/D/V/H

MUST BE 16 
YEARS OLD

800-487-9477

MONROE, WI

Part-Time - Flexible Scheduling

RINGNow

404430

Looking for a career with a purpose?

JOIN OUR TEAM!
WE ARE HIRING AN

INTERNET & HELP DESK SUPPORT TECHNICIAN
	� Provides	support	and	technical	assistance	to	Jo-Carroll	Energy	employees	and	Sand	Prairie	subscribers
	� Receives	incoming	calls,	emails,	chats	and	service-related	inquires
	� Provides	Tier	1	technical	support	by	troubleshooting	and	resolving	service	issues
	� Compares	configured	settings	with	expected	values	and	helps	with	service	activation	and	setup

Complete description and application available at
jocarroll.com/employment

Applications accepted through October 31, 2021

PO Box 390
Elizabeth, IL 61028

Jo-Carroll Energy, Inc. (NFP) is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
405600

The Friendship
Center

in Lena, Illinois
An Adult Day Service, that 
offers a place for Seniors 
to come during the day, is a 
very rewarding place to work. 
We are currently looking for 
RNs and CNAs to join our 
staff. Part-time positions 
available. No nights or 
weekends. If you are looking 
for an opportunity to use your 
skills to help others or are 
looking for additional days 
to supplement your current 
employment, give us a call. 
Please contact Fawn Nolan 
at 815-369-4035 during the 
day. The reward comes from 
the smiles that you put on 
clients’ faces. 405632

405458

HIRING:
• Class A CDL Drivers: Home daily. Weekly pay. 

Dedicated schedule.
• Dedicated Truck & Power Jack: Work 5 days a 

week. Employee Benefits - 401K, PTO, Health Insurance and 
Holiday Pay

Werhane Enterprises
509 E. Main St., Lena IL • 815-369-4574
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404255

Stephenson County, IL

FARMLAND AUCTION
Tuesday, Nov. 18 at 6:30 p.m.

Sale to be held at:
Shannon Fire Station

14 S. Hickory St.
Shannon, IL 61078

ONE PARCEL - OPEN TENANCY for 2022
156.35 +/- Acres of Farmland Only

Section 28 in Florence Township, Stephenson County, IL
Selling as platted acres

For Information Contact:
Lenny Bryson - Auctioneer
11749 West Judson Road
Polo, IL 61064
Office: 815-946-4120

Owner, Lois L. Swalve Farm Trust
Dennis Swalve, Cynthia Ditzler, 

Janet Miller, Trustees

Attorney, David Shockey
815-235-2507

For complete listing of sale bill, maps, tax info, and terms & 
conditions, etc. visit www.lennybrysonauctioneer.com

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

HEARING AND 
INTENTION TO ADOPT 

TAX LEVIES
A Tax Levy Ordinance 

for Stockton Park District, 
Jo Daviess County, IL, for 
its FY 2021/2022, has been 
prepared and is available 
for viewing in the lobbies 
of Citizens State Bank 
and Illinois Bank & Trust 
Co. as well as at the Park 
House, all in Stockton, IL.

It is the intention of the 
District to adopt tax lev-
ies for its corporate, rec-
reation, tort immunity and 
liability, workmen’s comp. 
and unemployment insur-
ances, and social security 
withholding funds for FY 
2021/2022 that do not ex-
ceed the amount(s) extend-
ed for the previous year by 
more than 105.0%.

A public hearing on the 
Tax Levy Ordinance of the 
District for FY 2021-2022 
will be held by the Board of 
Park Commissioners in the 
Park House at the Stockton 
Township Memorial Park 
in the Village of Stockton, 
IL, on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 17, 2021 at 6:30 P.M.

DATED: October 6, 
2021.

/s/ Ronald Paja
RONALD PAJA

Attorney for the Board
of Commissioners

Stockton Park District
(Published in

The Scoop Today 
Oct. 13, 2021)

405521

We finally got some rain. 
Boy, was it nice not to have to 
haul water to the plants. Prob-
ably by the time the column is 
published, we will need rain 
again. However, I am enjoy-
ing the rain while I can. My 
mums really liked the drinks 
they got, and we all know 
God’s water is better than city 
water. 

This week we have several 
interesting recipes and an old 
favorite. Have an interesting 
cooking week.

24-Hour Salad
I was asked to find out the 

recipe for this salad that was 
served at my friend’s broth-
er’s funeral last week. The 
ladies of the church buy gro-
ceries and make everything at 
the church to keep everything 
safe. They use a lot of recipes 
from our church cookbook, 
and this one was in the oldest 
of our cookbooks. It was put 
there by my organist friend, 
Karen.

It is somewhat like the tra-
ditional seven-layer salad, 
but it has different veggies in 
it. You also can add different 
vegetables if you want:  i.e. 
peas, Brussels sprouts, sweet 
red peppers, etc. Try this salad 
for a different side dish.  

1 head lettuce, shredded
1 head cauliflower, cut into 

florets
1 bunch broccoli, cut into 

florets
1 onion, chopped
8 oz. shredded cheddar 

cheese
1 lb. bacon, fried and crum-

bled
2 C. mayonnaise
½ C. sugar

In a large bowl, layer shred-
ded lettuce, cauliflower, broc-
coli, onion, cheese and ba-
con. Mix the mayo and sugar 
together in a small bowl and 
spread over the salad. Cover 
tightly. The large white Tup-
perware bowl with the pink 
plastic lid works great for this 
recipe. If you use a large salad 
bowl, cover tightly with plas-
tic wrap.  Refrigerate for at 
least 12 hours.

Zucchini Pasta
If you are getting to the 

end of zucchini and summer 
squash, this dish is an easy 
and healthy one to whip up in 
no time at all. You can use it 
as a side or a main dish.

1 pkg. (16 oz.) fettuccini
¼ C. olive oil
2 small zucchini, cut into 

thin ribbons
2 small yellow summer 

squash, cut into thin ribbons
4 garlic cloves, thinly sliced
2 cans (14½ oz. each) diced 

tomatoes with roasted garlic, 
undrained

½ C. loosely packed basil 
leaves, torn

1 T. coarsely chopped fresh 
rosemary

½ t. salt
¼ t. red pepper flakes
Cook pasta according to 

package directions. Mean-
while, in a Dutch oven, heat 
oil over medium-high heat. 
Add zucchini and squash; 
cook and stir until crisp ten-
der, three to four minutes. 
Add garlic; cook one min-
ute longer. Add tomatoes, 
basil, rosemary, salt and red 
pepper flakes; heat through. 
Drain pasta; serve with zuc-
chini mixture. Garnish with 
chopped parsley

Baked Beef Stroganoff 
Casserole

When you have ground 
beef thawed, and you don’t 
want the usual Mexican dish-
es, tater tot casserole, or Ital-
ian dishes, you turn to other 
recipes for inspiration. I have 
several stroganoff recipes, but 

From Lena’s Kitchen
they are stovetop. I wanted a 
baked one, and I found a great 
way to jazz up stroganoff. You 
can make it ahead and bake it 
when you are getting ready 
for a meal.

2 lbs. ground beef
1 medium onion, chopped
2 garlic cloves, minced
2 T. Worcestershire sauce
2 C. sliced fresh mush-

rooms
1 can (14½ oz.) beef broth
1 can cream of mushroom 

soup
1 container (16 oz.) sour 

cream
¾ t. salt
1 t. pepper
8 oz. egg noodles, cooked 

and kept warm
2 T. butter
1 can (3 oz.) French fried 

onion rings
Preheat oven to 350. Light-

ly grease a 9-by-13 baking 
dish. In a large skillet, cook 
ground beef, onion and garlic 
over medium heat until meat 

The not so skinny cook

See KITCHEN, Page 12
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 for sale

Automobiles
1997 JAGUAR XK8 CON-
VERTIBLE low mi., good cond. 
$12,950 OBO 262-945-9224 or 
leave msg.

2006 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX 
Great shape, runs great. Many 
new parts! $3000. OBO. Call 
262-745-2294.

2008 FORD FOCUS 4 dr, 4 cyl., 
87,400 miles. $3,500. 262-930-
9109.

2013 ACURA MDX 109,000 mi., 
good cond., newer tires. $15,000 
224-430-2313

2020 CHRYSLER PACIFICA 
Limited Sport. Granite Crys-
tal, triple sunroof, heated and 
Air cond. seats. All power. 11K. 
$44,900 (262) 210-7329

Automobiles 
Wanted

SALVAGE VEHICLE with Ford 
302/ 5.0 V-8 engine prefer a 
manual transmission. Lena IL. 
815-369-4334

Boats
1973 CRUISERS 17’, 70hp Merc 
w/trailer, runs great, $1500 obo. 
815-347-0496

2005 21’ CHAPARRAL BOAT 
210 SSI Dual axle trailer. Exc 
cond. 390 hours. Open bow. V-6. 
$12,900. Call 262-308-6201.

SMOKER -16.5” On trailer. 30HP 
Evinrude Never been in water. 2 
tanks, foot control troller. $4,500 
Text (262) 989-4112

Campers and RVs
2000 DAMON DAYBREAK  34’ 
gas RV, 1 lg. slide, hydraulic lev-
elers, 2 AC, generator, 54k mi., 
awnings, runs great. $15k obo. 
815-347-0496

2004 VIKING EPIC 2308 Pop-
up. Good condition. Garage kept. 
$2300 OBO. 262-909-1276.

2014 26 FT. SKYLINE WALK-
ABOUT 23LC pull behind Camp-
er. Excellent condition. Selling 
because of health. Everything 
included. $17,500. OBO. 414-
218-6398.

2019 HEARTLAND RG28 Toy-
hauler, like brand new. Pull with 
1/2 ton pick up. List $34,000, 
asking $25,000. Many extras. 
608-339-2424.

Farm Machinery
ALLIS CHALMERS 7010 TRAC-
TOR INH Model 720 4-16, togle 
trip plow,John Deer 444 corn 
head (262) 215-0493

CASE 380B TRACTOR with rear 
6’ Woods Mower. Big rotation 
tires. Good cond. Ready to mow. 
$12,000. Call 815-494-3303 or 
815-494-3913.

FARMALL M TRACTOR Wide 
front end, good tires, runs good. 
$2,850 262-862-7070

STEAM ENGINE REPLICA Full 
size, homemade, runs on gaso-
line. $2,000 262-862-7070

Motorcycles
(2) HONDA NX650 DOMINA-
TORS 1988 w/14K  with gps pipe 
& jet kit. 1989 w/8K with arrow 
pipe & jet kit. Both astro-metalic 
blue & great cond. $3,000 ea. 
OBO. (262) 945-3190

Snowmobiles
18’  TRITON ELITE SNOW-
MOBILE  TRAILER ramp, dual 
axle, surge brakes + 4 tie downs. 
$3,000 847-302-2687.

Sports/Classic 
Cars

1934 FORD PICK UP. LT-1 
350,400 Hp Chev. Polished ram 
intake, 6-97 carbs, turbo 400 
trans. Chevelle 12 bolt posi. 
Crager mag wheels. 847-838-
1916

1987 COUGAR 20th Anniversa-
ry, 118K, owned since 1989. Ex-
cellent condition. $3500. Can text 
or call (262) 989-4112

AMC CARS & PARTS For sale. 
Text (262) 989-4112

Trucks & Trailers
1979 GMC BRIGADIER Dump 
Truck: Great condition. Ready to 
go! $10,000. Call 815-494-3303 
or 815-494-3913.

v v v v v v v v v v v v

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday
at 4 pm

MerchandiseEmployment
Real Estate
For Sale/Rent Automobiles For Sale Plumbing Servicesemployment for sale rentals & real estate automotive services offered

Apartments

 real estate
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention to 
make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial sta-
tus includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of children 
under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby in-
formed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination call HUD toll-
free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

 for rent

405341

 garage
 sales

Farm Machinery
830 CASE TRACTOR wide front 
end AND set of roller cones for 
4 row corn head for down corn. 
Make offer. 815-266-9326

Notice
CELEBRATION OF LIFE For 
Norma & Brad Sigafus. October 
23rd 2 - 6 pm. At the Apple River 
Event Center, Stagecoach Trail, 
Apple River IL. Contact Billy 765-
621-7875

Agriculture
ROUND BALES GRASS/HAY 
excellent quality, net wrapped, 
stored inside. Also plastic 
wrapped haylage and oatlage 
for sale. Priced reasonable. 815-
291-2381

Estate Sales
535 N. FAIRWAY DR. Oct. 14, 8 - 
7, Oct. 15, 8 - 5, Oct. 16: 8 - Noon 
Estate Sale #2: Furniture (chairs, 
dresser, sofa sleeper, sewing 
cabinet, more), men’s/women’s 
clothing, collectibles, sewing 
supplies, household goods, new 
items added from previous sale. 
Condo Property for sale/view 
during sale hours.

Moving Sale
310 E. LENA ST. OCT. 15, 7-6 & 
OCT. 16, 7-NOON women’s S-M 
$1 each, home decor(prints & 
frames), household, toys, CD’s, 
DVD’s, office supplies, small fur-
niture, water distillers, antiques, 
grilling supplies.

Lena 1 BDRM 2nd floor. Appli-
ances furnished. No Smoking 
$375 mo. 815-369-2827

FIND BARGAINS IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS

NOW RENTING
62 yrs of age or older
Handicap/Disabled 
Regardless of age

Small pets welcome
PEPPERMINT SQUARE APTS

LENA, IL 
• 1 bedroom apartments available
• Remodeled with new appliances 
and A/C and many more updates

• Rent based on 30% Adjusted Income

Schaible Properties
815-369-5147

This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer 360503
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WINDOWS Including: EGRESS
• SIDING • DOORS • GUTTERS 

Lifetime Warranty • Professionally Trained Installers

Not only do we stand
behind our windows,
we stand on them!
Local Owner 
Scott Williamson

Call Today For Your
FREE ESTIMATE

815-395-1333
6010 Forest Hills Rd, 
Rockford, IL

www.windowworldrockford.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00 am-5:00 pm; Sat 9:00 am-Noon

America’s Largest
Home Improvement

Company
• Locally Owned & Operated

• Professional & Insured Crews

• True Lifetime Warranties,
   Guaranteed Forever!

• Serving Northern Illinois
  for more than 15 years

Se Habla Espanol

*SEE OUR WEBSITE OR A TEAM MEMBER FOR DETAILS

0% FINANCING
OPTIONS
AVAILABLE*

395623

is browned and in crumbles. 
Drain. Return meat to skil-
let and stir in Worcestershire, 
mushrooms and beef broth. 
Bring to a boil; reduce heat 
and simmer for 15 minutes. 
Stir in soup, sour cream, salt 
and pepper. Remove from heat. 
Combine hot cooked noodles 
and butter, stirring until butter 
melts. Combine noodles and 
meat sauce.  Spoon into pre-
pared baking dish. Bake for 30 
minutes. Top evenly with fried 
onions and bake for 10 more 
minutes.

Scotcheroos
These bars have been around 

for a long time, and they are 
probably one of the top 10 fa-
vorites for kids. (Adults like 

them too!) This recipe uses the 
parchment paper sling, which I 
use for a lot of my bar recipes. 
Some recipes use Rice Krisp-
ies; this recipe uses Special K 
cereal. I think you could use 
Rice Krispies if you wanted. 
We are all hoping the strike 
by the cereal workers will end 
soon. We don’t need a shortage 
of cereal along with all the oth-
er things.

¾ C. sugar
¾ C. light corn syrup
6 T. unsalted butter
¾ C. chunky peanut butter
4½ C. Special K original ce-

real
1 C. semi sweet chocolate 

chips
½ C. butterscotch chips
½ t. flaked sea salt (optional)

Lightly grease an 8-inch 
square baking pan. Make a 
parchment paper sling by fold-
ing two long sheets of parch-
ment so each is 8 inches wide. 
Lay sheets of parchment in pan 
perpendicular to each other, 
with extra parchment hanging 
over edges of pan. Push parch-
ment into corners and up sides 
of pan, smoothing parchment 
flush to pan. Grease parchment.

Bring sugar, corn syrup and 
butter to boil in Dutch oven 
over medium heat, stirring 
frequently with heat-resistant 
spatula. Off heat, stir in peanut 
butter until combined.  Gently 
stir in cereal until fully coated 
with sugar mixture. Transfer 
cereal mixture to prepared pan 
and press firmly into even layer 

with spatula. Let cool on wire 
rack for 15 minutes.

Microwave chocolate and 
butterscotch chips in bowl at 
50 percent power, whisking 
occasionally until melted and 
smooth, three to five minutes.  
Let cool for 16 minutes. Using 
offset spatula, spread chocolate 
mixture evenly over cereal mix-
ture. Sprinkle with salt, if using. 
Refrigerate bars until chocolate 
is firm, about one hour. Using 
parchment overhang, lift bars 
out of pan and transfer to cut-
ting board. Let bars sit at room 
temperature for one hour. Cut 
into 16 pieces (three cuts by 
three cuts). Place on plate and 
serve. Bars can be stored in an 
airtight container at room tem-
perature for up to three days.

• Kitchen   (Continued from page 11)

Caramel Pecan Brownies
These ooey gooey brownies 

will be a great treat for the Hal-
loween baker. You will need to 
work quickly when doing the 
topping. The recipe calls for 
Werther’s soft caramels, but 
you could use any soft cara-
mels.

4 oz. bittersweet chocolate, 
chopped

¾ C. plus 1 T. unsalted butter
1 C. sugar
3 eggs
1 C. flour
1 t. salt
1 C. semisweet chocolate 

chips
7 oz. Werther’s Original Soft 

Caramels
1½ C. toasted pecans, rough-

ly chopped
½ t. flaky sea salt
Preheat the oven to 350. Line 

an 8-inch square baking pan 
with parchment paper, leaving 
a 2-inch overhang on all four 
sides. In a small saucepan, melt 
bittersweet chocolate and ¾ 
C. butter on medium. Remove 
from heat and transfer to a large 
bowl. Whisk in sugar, then 
eggs.  Stir in flour and salt. Fold 
in chocolate chips.

Spread batter in prepared 
pan. Bake until set and wooden 
pick inserted in center comes 
out with moist crumbs at-
tached, 25 to 30 minutes. Let 
cool completely in pan.

Once brownies are cool, 
make topping. Place caramels 
and remaining 1 T. butter in 
glass bowl. Set over (but not 
touching) a pot of simmering 
water and heat, stirring oc-
casionally until melted and 
smooth, about five minutes. 
Working quickly, stir in pecans; 
using an off-spatula, immedi-

ately spread on cooled brown-
ies and sprinkle with sea salt.

Final thoughts
The leaves have been com-

ing down in great abundance 
these past few days. Since I lost 
my tree in the backyard, I don’t 
have nearly as many leaves; 
however, the pinecones are all 
over the place. Many people 
have really pretty pinecones, 
but mine are really ugly. There 
is nothing remotely useful for 
a crafter to create something 
with my cones. We just sweep 
or rake them up and take them 
to the sanitation plant. 

We are moving into all things 
fall. I made my first pumpkin 
pie this fall, and boy, was it 
good! I hope to go to the Eliza-
beth Country Fair this weekend 
and have another fall favorite 
— caramel apples. (I might 
find some treasures besides the 
apples there too!) It sounds as if 
the weather will still stay warm 
and people’s gardens are still 
producing. I can’t remember 
when we have had a longer and 
warmer fall than this one. 

Sometime in the future we 
will get that cooler weather, 
and we will start to change our 
cooking. We continue to look 
for fall vegetable and meat 
dishes along with apple and 
cranberry goodies. 

If you have some recipes 
with apples or pumpkins, some 
seasonal side dishes and some 
soup recipes that use fall veg-
gies, send them our way. Con-
tact us in person, by mail at 
From Lena’s Kitchens, Shop-
per’s Guide, 240 W. Main St., 
Lena, IL 61048 or email us at 
scoopshopper@rvpublishing.
com. 

FHN holiday tree will be replaced
Blue spruce has fatal fungal disease

FHN facilities team mem-
bers were to remove the blue 
spruce on the north side of 
FHN Memorial Hospital ear-
lier this week. The now-dis-
eased tree, planted in 1976, 
has served as the community’s 
holiday tree since 2003.

 The tree has been infected 
by a fatal fungal disease that 
has no cure, according to an 
FHN news release.

“It’s basically a type of un-
treatable ‘tree cancer,’” FHN 
Director of Facilities Mike 
Kuropas said in the release. 
“Take a look around town next 
time you’re out and about and 
you’ll see that many other blue 
spruces have been similarly in-
fected.”

 FHN physician and former 
President and CEO Dr. Mi-
chael Perry and his wife, Sue, 
have funded the purchase of 
another large tree to take the 
blue spruce’s place. The Per-
rys are longtime supporters of 
FHN and the FHN Festival of 
Trees.

The new tree will be in place 
in time to serve as this year’s 

community holiday tree.
 “We look forward to con-

tinuing to host holiday tree 
lightings long into the future,” 
FHN President and CEO Mark 
Gridley said in the release. “Of 
all the Festival of Trees activi-
ties, the annual tree lighting is 
my favorite.

“It signals the beginning of 
the holiday season, and the op-
portunity to celebrate a sense 
of community in sharing songs 
and treats and then counting 
down in unison to the light-
ing of the tree is a special part 
of FHN’s history that I really 
love.”

 This year’s FHN Festival 
of Trees holiday tree lighting 
is scheduled for dusk Sunday, 
Nov. 21. Plans are in place to 
hold the event in-person, de-
pending on current COVID-19 
health and safety restrictions.

For any updates about the 
November event, go online to  
fhn.org. 

For more information and 
photos of the holiday tree over 
the years, go online to www.
fhn.org/communitytree.
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