
Postal Customer  **ecrwss PR SRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
ROCK VALLEY

PUBLISHING LLC

VOL. 87 • NO. 46 YOUR FREE HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER WEDNESDAY, NOV. 10, 2021

Farm With A Bank

That Understands,

Farm With CSB

AG SUPPORTGET MORE

Please reach out to
one of the members

of our Ag team to
see how we can

partner with you!

406838

Shopper’s Guide
Serving the communities in Stephenson County

407364

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

APPEARANCE IS EVERYTHING!
SEE US FOR THE BEST FINISH IN THE BUSINESS!

MAUREEN BARDUSK PHOTO Shopper’s Guide

Winter wonderland
 Julie Bruser celebrates winter on the ski trails at Valley of Eden. The Jo Daviess 
Conservation Foundation (JDCF) is hosting Uncorked: Pull a Cork for the Valley of 
Eden in order to raise funds for the equipment needed to groom ski and snowshoe 

trails, as well as help with other family-oriented recreational activities at the Valley 
of Eden Bird Sanctuary in Stockton. The event will be held December 4. See story 
on page 2 for details.

SSM Health Monroe Clinic Medical 
Group prepared to administer 
Pediatric COVID-19 Vaccinations

SSM Health Monroe Clinic 
Medical Group is preparing to 
administer their first pediatric 
doses of Pfizer’s COVID-19 
vaccine to children ages 5-11, 
now that the CDC has given 
their authorization and Wis-
consin DHS has endorsed its 
clinical guidance. Parents can 
begin scheduling vaccine ap-
pointments now.

SSM Health is offering a 
mass pediatric vaccination 
clinic for ages 5-18 in Mon-
roe on Saturday, Nov.13 
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Ap-
pointments are required. 
Appointments can now be 
scheduled through MyChart. 
For families without access 
to MyChart, vaccination ap-
pointments are also available 

by calling 608-324-1815. 
This line is available Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.

For more information 
about COVID-19 vaccines 
or how to schedule a vaccine 
appointment for any eligible 
individual, community mem-
bers can visit monroeclinic.
org/coronavirus.  
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ThankYou

DelorisWampfler

I would like to thank 
everyone for the 
many ways that 

you helped make 
my 90th birthday 
so special. All of 
the cards, phone 

calls and visits were 
greatly appreciated 
and meant so much 

to me.

407156

Our Chapter is dissolving due to dwindling 
membership, a shortage of officers, and the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Please join us for our 
FINAL “End-of-an-Era” Farewell 12-noon 

luncheon meeting at Manny’s in Savanna on 
Thursday, November 18. A special 

meal will be prepared. RSVP 
required NLT Monday, November 

15 by calling Chapter President 
Jorene Willis Lieb at 815-541-4105.

Attention all Palisades
Chapter #604 NARFE Members
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The Jo Daviess Conser-
vation Foundation (JDCF) 
is hosting Uncorked: Pull a 
Cork for the Valley of Eden on 
Dec. 4 from 2 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.  
Funds will be raised for the 
equipment needed to groom 
ski and snowshoe trails, as 
well as help with other fam-
ily-oriented recreational ac-
tivities at the Valley of Eden 
Bird Sanctuary in Stockton, 
IL.  The 400+ acre preserve 

is one of the few places in Jo 
Daviess County to offer the 
use of groomed ski trails to 
the public for free.  

The event will feature a 
premium wine pull as well as 
wine tasting and wine sales 
from small, family owned 
wineries around the world.  
All wines are priced below 
retail with further discounts 
for by-the-case orders.  For 
those unable to attend in per-

son, wine pull and raffle tick-
ets can be purchased at www.
biddingowl.com/JoDaviess-
ConservationFoun.  Wine 
orders can also be placed on-
line. Wine purchased will be 
available at the JDCF office in 
Elizabeth beginning Wednes-
day Dec. 15 during regular 
office hours.

In a wine pull, attendees 
purchase corks to be re-
deemed at the end of the event 

by pulling mystery bottles of 
wine from brightly color gift 
bags.  All wines will have a 
value of at least $15 with two 
trophy wines being valued at 
over $100.  There will also be 
a gift basket raffle of high-end 
packages and prizes valued at 
a minimum of $50 each.  A 
cash bar and light appetizers 
will also be available. Wood-
bine Bend is located at 3500 E 
Center Rd, Stockton, IL. 

Free after school 
program for children 
‘How to Catch a Turkey’

The University of Illi-
nois- Extension’s Stephenson 
County 4-H has teamed up 
with the Children’s Hands-
on Museum (CHOM) of 
Northwest Illinois to offer 
an after school program for 
all children ages 5-12. The 
next program date is Nov. 18, 
2021 from 4 p.m - 5 p.m. at 
the CHOM, located at 1233 
W. Galena Ave. Freeport, IL.

The theme for Novem-
ber is “How to Catch a Tur-
key.” Just in time for the big 
Thanksgiving Day feast, we 
will be offering a STEM ac-
tivity where kids will create a 
turkey and then have to think, 
plot and design a way to 
catch the turkey using com-
mon household items. There 
will be a story and time for 

painting as well.
This is a free event.  

Pre-registration is required 
to hold your spot and space 
is limited to 25 kids. Please 
contact the CHOM at: 815-
616-5632 to sign up. Masks 
are required inside the muse-
um.

If you need a reasonable 
accommodation to partici-
pate, please contact the event 
coordinator. Early requests 
are strongly encouraged to 
allow sufficient time to meet 
your needs. University of Il-
linois, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Local Extension 
Councils cooperating. Uni-
versity of Illinois Extension 
provides equal opportunities 
in programs and employ-
ment. 

Illinois 4-H youth put their dairy knowledge to the test
It may be a contest, but 

the true benefit of the Illi-
nois 4-H State Dairy Judg-
ing Contest is that it teaches 
youth what it takes to raise 
profitable dairy production 
herds.  Illinois 4-H youth put 
their dairy knowledge to the 

test as part of the 2021 Illi-
nois State 4-H Dairy Judging 
Contest at the Illinois State 
Fair in August.

“It is important for young 
dairy breeders to understand 
how the knowledge they 
test for really translates into 

livestock and herd health,” 
says Dan Jennings, Univer-
sity of Illinois Extension 
4-H youth development spe-
cialist. “The knowledge they 
gain can really translate into 
future profitable of dairy 
herds.”

Youth 14 years and older 
competed as part of the Se-
nior Division with youth un-
der 13 competing in the Ju-
nior Division. In the Senior 
Division, top rankings went 
to Nevin Erbsen, Carroll 
County, first; Delana Erbsen, 
Carroll County, second; Sha-
na Lueking, Clinton County, 
third; Jacob Raber, Living-

ston County, fourth; Gage 
Wendling, Effingham Coun-
ty, fifth; Magen Busker, Ste-
phenson County, sixth; Ella 
Gunderson, Carroll County, 
seventh; Amanda Niemann, 
Montgomery County, eighth; 
Ben Bremmer, Stephenson 
County, ninth; AJ Lenkaitis, 
Saline County, tenth.

In the Junior Division, 
top rankings went to Drew 
Lueking, Clinton County, 
first; Ethan Marcoot, Bond 
County, second; Abby Yo-
der, Rock Island County, 
third; Alaina Dinderman, 
Stephenson County, fourth; 
Kendall O’Connor, Mc-
Lean County, fifth; Peyton 
Olbrich, McHenry County, 
sixth; Bria Olbrich, McHen-
ry County, seventh; Kelly 
O’Connor, McLean Coun-
ty, eighth; Elena Olbrich, 
McHenry County, ninth; 
August Michels, Richland 
County, tenth.

Delana Erbsen of Carroll 
County, Nevin Erbsen of 
Carroll County, and Jacob 
Raber of Livingston Coun-
ty went on to represent Illi-
nois 4-H at the National 4-H 
Dairy Judging Contest as 
part of the World Dairy Expo 
event in Madison, WI.

The Illinois 4-H Founda-
tion provides support for this 
program.

Incidentally: Wisdom Teeth
Wisdom teeth, otherwise 

known as the third and final 
set of adult molars, generally 
emerge between the ages of 
17 – 25. These teeth erupt lat-
er than any other teeth because 
the face and chewing muscles 
require time to grow enough 
to accommodate them. How-
ever, even with this prolonged 
wait, it is not unusual for this 
third set of molars to develop 
and or erupt abnormally. 

The jaws of early humans 
were broader and wisdom 
teeth, which were essential 
to provide the powerful pres-
sures necessary to tear and 
grind raw meat, had plenty 
of room to emerge and line 
up with the other molars. In 

fact, these early wisdom teeth 
were the largest of the molars.  
As humankind continued to 
evolve our jaws and dental 
arches became shorter, our 
faces more retracted and our 
growth slowed as our lifes-
pans increased. Therefore, 
even with their biologically 
dictated delayed emergence, 
there is often simply not 
enough space in the arch to 

accommodate this third set of 
molars. 

Without adequate space, 
wisdom teeth cannot devel-
op normally. They may be so 
crowded in the jaw they are 
only able to partially emerge 
(partially impacted) or be 
completely trapped and not 
capable of erupting at all (ful-
ly impacted.) In either situa-
tion, these molars can grow 
at a variety of angles, even 
perpendicular or lying down 
with the crown pointing to 
the second molar. Pressure 
from these developing molars 
can cause damage and fur-
ther crowding to surrounding 
teeth. Food and bacteria often 
get trapped around the edg-

es and between or under the 
gums of a partially impacted 
wisdom tooth. This not only 
increases the incidence of de-
cay but can lead to a painful 
periodontal infection called 
pericoronitis. Impacted wis-
dom teeth can form a cyst on 
or near them. This can dam-
age the roots of nearby teeth 
and the jawbone. 

Six-month checkups and 
regularly updated x-rays al-
low your dentist to monitor 
third molar development and 
indications of impacted wis-
dom teeth before symptoms 
and damage can occur. De-
pending on the severity of the 
impaction, your dentist may 
refer you to an oral surgeon. 

Timber Lake 
Playhouse Features 

Music this November
Timber Lake Playhouse, the premier professional 

summer theatre of northwest Illinois, will feature two 
nationally touring acts in concert this November.

Nov. 13 is Boy Band Night which will feature the 
music of 90’s Boy Bands, playing homage to the 
many iconic groups we know today. The Boy Band 
Night brings live tribute to pop sensations like The 
Backstreet Boys, *NSYNC, New Kids On The Block, 
Boys II Men, One Direction, and many more. Top-tier 
musicians bring a musical and visual experience of 
all of your favorite songs accompanied by signature 
choreography from iconic music videos. 

 Take a trip to 1964 with BritBeat’s tribute to The 
Beatles. Go back in time with a fantastic journey 
through the days of Beatlemania with BritBeat’s 
multimedia concert journey through Beatles music 
history. See why this nationally acclaimed Beatles 
show is captivating audiences and generating rave 
reviews from critics and Beatles’ fans from around 
the world. Step into a time machine and experience 
a remarkable and propelling recreation of the Fab 
Four in concert during the fabulous 1960s. With 
magnificent attention to detail, six dazzling costume 
changes, exquisite musicianship, powerful vocals, and 
a spectacular, stunning, and immersive multimedia 
backdrop, the experience will be an engaging and 
electrifying trip through the iconic music catalog of the 
band of the century. BritBeat, A Beatles Tribute, comes 
to TLP on Nov. 20 at 7 p.m.

TLP’S World Premiere Musical, What a Wonderful 
World, comes to the stage on Dec. 2 for a two week 
run. This never-before-seen jukebox musical is the 
magical tale of how the new Santa and Mrs. Claus met 
and fell in love during the late 1950’s. This new take on 
an old classic will be both hilarious and heartwarming, 
as two beloved characters struggle with the “changing 
of the guard” from one Santa to the next. This must-
see-event of the holidays will be the first time Timber 
Lake Playhouse world premieres a new musical. Watch 
for all of the World Premiere events this December.

All concerts are in the TLP theatre and begin 
at 7 p.m. with tickets priced at $25 ($20 for TLP 
Subscribers). Musicals begin at 7:30 p.m. with 
matinees at 2:00 p.m. Ticket prices range from $20 to 
$30. Tickets for all Timber Lake Playhouse events are 
available online at www.timberlakeplayhouse.org or 
by calling the Box Office at 815-244-2035. The Box 
Office is open every day from 10:00  a.m. until 5:00 
p.m. and until intermission on show days. 

By
DR. STEPHEN 
PETRAS 
Illinois Licensed 
General Dentist

Wine-themed fundraiser and fine wine 
sale set for Dec. 4 at Woodbine Bend
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BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!
10% MORE for 

jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mint Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Coins 
Flatware • Diamonds • Sterling
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M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

AF

FORDABLE

RW A T E

Repair on all makes & models
Service call

Special $29.95

Serving the area for over 30 years

$200 OFF
any water conditioner 

or iron filter!

EXPIRES 12/31/21. COUPON MUST BE USED AT TIME OF PURCHASE

815-544-0978
1-877-353-7638TOLL

FREE

406251
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N i c k  R a a b
A n n i e  K u r t h

K r i s  W a g n e r

Sign Up For Our
Thanksgiving Drawings!

• 2 Turkeys (10-12 lbs)
• 2 - $30.00 Gift Certificates from

AJ’s Lena Maid Meats
Deadline to sign up is Fri., Nov. 19th, 2021 at our office.

240 W. Main Street, Suite A, Lena • 815-369-4225

Obituaries
GERALD “SPARKY” 
STAMM, 84

Gerald “Sparky” Stamm, 
84, passed away peacefully 
Saturday, Oct. 30, 2021, at his 
home in Orangeville with his 
family at his side. Gerald was 
born on May 27, 1937 to Glen 
and Flo (Adams) Stamm in 
Dakota, IL.  He married Ver-
na Stich on April 12, 1963, 
at the Lena United Methodist 
Church. Gerald served our 
nations country in the Army 
from 1959-1962.  After he got 
out of the Army, he worked 
at Stich Sand and Gravel of 
Lena, the RS and D Ready 
Mix. He started farming in 
1967.  Gerald enjoyed life on 
the farm, spending time with 
his family, grandchildren, 
playing cards and visiting 
with his friends to discuss the 
daily events.

Gerald is survived by his 
wife- Verna of Orangeville, 

three chil-
dren- Lisa 
( N e a l ) 
B o e k e 
of Juda, 
WI, Da-
vid (Jodee) 
Stamm of 
McConnell, 
and Lori 

(Brian) Rote of McConnell; 
seven grandchildren- Amber 
(Kyle) Tews of Orfordville, 
WI, Andy (Hillary) Boeke of 
Juda, WI, Heather (Jim) Reil-
ly of Brodhead, WI,  Austin 
(Alli) Stamm of Orangeville, 
Carley Rote of Orangeville, 
Crystal (fiancée Mitchel 
Stites) Rote of Rock City, IL, 
and Carson Rote of McCon-
nell; six great grandchildren, 
and one on the way;  broth-
er- Larry (Peggy) Stamm of 
Freeport, Ron (Pat) Stamm of 
Kent, IL, and Marlen Stamm 
of Winslow; sister- Marlene 
Stamm of Aurora, CO; many 

nieces and nephews and Spe-
cial friend Joe Smeck.

Preceded in death by 
his-parents and sister-Joanne 
Seffrood.

Funeral Service will be 
Monday, Nov. 8, 2021, 11 
a.m. at the United Method-
ist Church in McConnell. IL, 
with a visitation from 10 a.m. 
until time of service.

Visitation will be held on 
Sunday, Nov. 7, 2021, from 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m. at the Leamon 
Funeral Home, Lena, IL. 

Ernie Stabenow will Offici-
ate the service.  Interment will 
take place at Cedarville Cem-
etery.  A memorial has been 
established in his name.

Gerald’s family wants to 
thank SSM Hospice and his 
care givers- Alyssa, Sue and 
Heather for their excellent 
care and kindness.

Condolences may be sent to 
the family at www.leamonfh.
com

RICHARD W. 
KONIECZNY, 86

Richard W. Konieczny,  
86, of Lena passed away on 
Thursday, Nov. 4, 2021. He 
was born on April 3, 1935 
in Chicago, IL to Walter and 
Stephanie (Kolodziejski) 
Konieczny. He married Janet 
Keen on Sept. 24, 1955 at St. 
Stanislaus Catholic Church 
in Chicago, IL.  Richard was 
a beloved father, grandfather, 
and great-grandfather, brother 
and will be deeply missed.

Richard is survived by 
his son- Thomas (Debra) 
Konieczny of Scottsdale, 
AZ; 3 grandchildren- Kari 
Beth (Ali) Hamidi of Orange 

County, CA, 
Katie Lau-
ren (Blake) 
C r a w f o r d 
of Orange 
County, CA, 
and Ally-
son Rose 
Konieczny 
of Scotts-

dale, AZ; great-grandchil-
dren- Shaheen, Ariana, and 
Maya Hamidi and Kay-
la Crawford; brother Fred 
Konieczny; brother-in-law 
Edward Keen and sister-in-
laws Waunita Keen and Chris-
tine Keen.

He is preceded in death 
by his parents, wife Janet in 

2013, sons- David in infancy 
and Donald in 2016; sister Ina 
(Frank) Paglini; sister-in-law 
Dorthy Konieczny, and broth-
er-in-law Kenneth Keen. 

Funeral Service will be 
held at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Nov. 9, 2021 at the Leamon 
Funeral Home in Lena, IL.  
Visitation will be from noon 
until time of service on Tues-
day, Nov. 9, 2021. 

Pastor Keri Rainsberger 
will be officiating the service.

Burial will take place at 
Lena Burial Park in Lena, IL. 
A memorial has been estab-
lished in his memory.  Con-
dolences may be sent to the 
family at www.leamonfh.com

ROBERT DESMOND, 79
R o b e r t 

D e s m o n d , 
79, passed 
away sur-
rounded by 
his daughters 
at home on 
T h u r s d a y, 
Nov. 4, 2021, 
in Lena Illi-
nois. He was born on Sept. 6, 
1942, to Robert and Audrey 
(Monns) Hayes in Chicago Il-
linois. He married Carol (Liv-
ingston) on Sept. 28, 1963, in 
Oak Park Illinois. He enjoyed 
a wonderful career managing a 
warehouse for Sears Roebuck 
and Company.  He loved tak-
ing long rides in the country, 
going to the casino, car shows, 
and especially spending time 
with his daughters. 

He is survived by his two 
daughters; Karen Desmond 
and Sharon (Rich) Huffman; 
Brother Dennis Desmond; 
brother-in-law’s George 
(Mary Ann) Livingston, Jack 
Livingston, Tom (Gail) Liv-
ingston; sister-in-law Pattie 
Gallo; beloved friend Don-
na Miller; numerous nieces, 
nephews. 

He was preceded in death 

by his parents; wife Carol 
in April of 2021; brother-in-
law’s Norm Powell, Pat Gallo; 
sisters-in-law’s Darlene Liv-
ingston, and Marlene Living-
ston; and beloved friend Keith 
Miller. 

Per Roberts request no ser-

vices will be held at this time. 
Cremation rites have been 

accorded. 
A memorial has been estab-

lished in his memory.
Condolences may be sent to 

the family at www.leamonfh.
com 

American Legion
The Lena American Legion 

Auxiliary will be serving cin-
namon rolls and coffee on Vet-
erans Day Thursday Nov. 11 
from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. at the 
Lena American Legion home.   

Salem United Church of 
Christ

Reverend Paul Uzel will 
present the sermon during the 
10:00 a.m. worship service 
at Salem United Church of 
Christ, 8491 W. Salem Road, 
Lena on Sunday, Nov. 14, 
2021. Veterans will be recog-
nized and thanked for their 
service. Salem is participating 

News briefs
in the Lena Lions Club col-
lection of warm items which 
includes hats, gloves, mittens, 
and scarves for veterans. There 
will be a collection box in the 
Narthex. The Breakfast Bunch 
will meet at the Beltline Café. 
325 W. South Street in Free-
port, on Wednesday, Nov. 17, 
2021 at 8:00 a.m.

 
Historical Museum’s 
Holiday Craft and Gift 
Show

This holiday arts and crafts 
show will be held in the his-
toric Taylor Mansion Museum 

and will feature the area’s best 
arts and crafts including gift 
ideas and holiday decor. Over 
20 artists and craftspeople will 
be represented. Also available 
will be new and out-of-print 
books on local subjects, small 
antiques, pretzel gift items, 
and Rawleigh products. The 
show will be held at 1440 S. 
Carroll Ave in Freeport, IL on 

Friday, Nov. 19 at  9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 
20  from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
on Sunday, Nov. 21  from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m.  Admission is 
free.

VIRGINIA SHUMAKER, 90
Virginia Shumaker, age 

90, died peacefully on Friday, 
Nov. 5, at Provena St. Joseph 
Center in Freeport after a long, 
heart-breaking period of physi-
cal and mental decline inflicted 
on her by dementia. She was 
born on October 1, 1931, in Ce-
darville, IL to Warner and Rose 
(Cooper) Cummins. She at-
tended the Orangeville Schools. 
Virginia started her work life 
doing dishes at a cafe in Oran-
geville and as a phone operator. 
She also worked at Burgess 
Battery and Micro Switch and 
in her retirement worked in the 
deli at Noller’s Supermarket. 
In her second retirement after 
Noller’s she worked season-
ally at Swiss Colony in Mon-
roe, where she discovered the 
chocolate Chris Mouse which 
all her kids and grandkids re-
ceived as Christmas presents.  
She married Robert Shumaker 
on July 3, 1952, at the Oran-
geville Methodist Parsonage 
and he passed away in 1971. 
She Married James Kempel on 
July 26, 1975, at St Paul’s Lu-
theran Church in Kent IL. They 
divorced in 1995. 

Virginia enjoyed spending 
time with family and friends, 
going out to eat was one of 
her favorite things. She loved 
playing cards with her grand-

children and 
when her 
memory be-
came worse, 
and they 
caught her 
“chea t ing” 
she would 
laugh along 
with them.  

She would never turn down an 
offer for an occasional trip to 
Dubuque for a little gambling.  
She was an avid reader and 
when her eyesight started to fail, 
she started listening to books on 
tape and would spend many 
afternoons “reading” this way.  
The pandemic was not kind to 
her, and she did not understand 
window visits at all and would 
become irritated when her vis-
itors wouldn’t come in.  She 
will be remembered fondly for 
the birthday breakfasts, family 
picnics, and other family gath-
erings that she loved.

Virginia is survived by her 
three daughters- Judy (Ed) 
Booth of Forreston ; Coleen 
(Dana) Rakowska of Freeport 
and Michelle (Brent) Musser of 
Freeport; sister Glenda Fetter of 
Freeport; two daughters-in-law 
Mary Arand of Rockford  and 
Patricia  Shumaker of Oran-
geville; 9 grandchildren- Tam-
my (Don) Brandt, Jason Greno-
ble, Rick (Sarah) Shumaker, 

Kristina Shumaker, Kendra 
(Dave) Damaschke, Robert 
(Kelsey Hobson) Shumaker, 
Carly Peters, Amanda (Randy) 
Reed, Jessica (Justin Moore) 
Musser, and Cassie (Andy) 
Lampe; 13 great-grandchildren; 
brother-in-law Leroy Wilson 
and many nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death 
by her mother, father, her 
husband Robert Shumaker; 
son Ronald Shumaker; three 
brothers Harry, Wilbur, and 
George Cummins; six sisters 
Barbara Richards, Cindy Les-
tikow, Lois Cummins, Madge 
Wilson, Viola Germain, and 
Sharon Cummins; two broth-
ers-in-law Bob Lestikow and 
Gary Fetter; and grandson Ste-
ven Grenoble.

Funeral Services will be held 
at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, Nov. 
12 at Leamon Funeral Home in 
Lena.

Visitation will be held from 
4:00 - 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
Nov. 11 at Leamon Funeral 
Home in Lena.

Officiating will be Pastor 
Keri Rainsberger.

Burial will be at Chapel Hill 
Memorial Gardens

Memorial has been estab-
lished in her name.

Condolences may be sent to 
the family at www.leamonfh.
com 
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407243 

We Salute Our Veterans

815-868-2237

407244

We Salute Our Veterans

Hartzell’s IGa

815-745-3311

7989 Il 78 N
WarreN, Il

61087

407245

We Salute Our Veterans

204 SamuelSon Dr. • orangeville

815-789-3366

202 W. main St. • Warren

815-745-2148

407246

We Salute Our Veterans

1013 16th Avenue

Monroe, WI
608-325-4464

BurIngton ShoeS

We Salute Our Veterans!
Thank you for your service.Protecting your future and 

insuring your success since 1879

815-443-2074 * Pearl City, IL 61062 * www.LoranMutual.com

lm
oran

utual
since 1879

Protecting your future and 
insuring your success since 1879

815-443-2074 * Pearl City, IL 61062 * www.LoranMutual.com

lm
oran

utual
since 1879

815-443-2074 • Pearl City, IL 61062
www.LoranMutal.com

407247

407248

We Salute Our Veterans

625 Country 
Lane Dr.
Lena, IL

815-369-4035

407249

We Salute Our Veterans

511 W. Lena St., Lena

815-369-4527

My Friend’S CLoSet 
ChriStMaS Store 

Mon. - Sat. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Extended hours Wed. 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.

407250

We Salute Our Veterans

Sullivan’S FoodS

815-947-3318

103 W. north avenue
Stockton, il 61085

407251

We Salute Our Veterans

Edler Plumbing

Jerry Edler, Owner
Lic.#058-112368

815-369-4847Lena, IL

Residential Plumbing • Softeners • Water Heaters

407252

We Salute Our Veterans

Werhane enterprises

815-369-4574

509 e. Main
Lena, iL 61048

407253

We Salute Our Veterans

12410 W. Galena Rd.
lena, Il 61048

StaGecoach tRaIl StoRaGe

815-369-4794
407254

We Salute Our Veterans

811 Tisdell Ave.
WArren, il

815-745-2888

407255

We Salute Our Veterans

Brandon’s Hardware 
rental & lumBer

145 w. railroad st.
lena

815-369-5542
407271

We Salute Our Veterans

145 W. RailRoad St.
lena

815-369-5542

240 W. Main St., Suite C, Lena
815-369-4747
www.bussianinsurance.com

400278

We Salute Our Veterans

Bowen Oil 
&

Boco Mini 
Marts

Wishing all our Veterans a safe and happy Veterans’ Day
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407270

We Salute Our Veterans

Lena
815-369-5599

www.patbrownrealty.com

R E A L T Y

407281

We Salute Our Veterans

416 South Street
ScaleS Mound, Il

815-845-2212

WInter PluMbIng, Inc.

407285

We Salute Our Veterans

104 RailRoad StReet

apple RiveR, il 61001

815-594-2244

Stock HoldeRS Saloon

407286

We Salute Our Veterans

Barry’s Collision 
Center, inC.

815-443-9944

301 W. Pearl City rd.
Pearl City, il 61062

407291

We Salute Our Veterans

The Village
of

STockTon

407295

We Salute Our Veterans

Hwy 20
Stockton, IL 61085

Stockton Auto Body

815-947-3816
407296

We Salute Our Veterans

224 S. RailRoad

ScaleS Mound, il
815-845-2262

daviS luMbeR co.

407297

We Salute Our Veterans

West Point Mutual 
&

RadeRs insuRance agency

ROCKFORDMUTUAL
      I N S U R A N C E  C O M P A N Y
                                            Putting Lives Back Together

Since 1896

ROCKFORDMUTUAL
      I N S U R A N C E  C O M P A N Y
                                            Putting Lives Back Together

Since 1896

PMS Version

CMYK Version

 SM

 SM

240 W. Main, suite a
lena, il 61048
815-369-4225

407298

We Salute Our Veterans

Warren, IL
815-745-2267

SaunderS 
OIL CO, InC.

357730

We Salute Our Veterans

Open 24 HOurs

stOcktOn
travel center

407302

We Salute Our Veterans

207 Leet St. • Lena

815-369-4246 • 815-238-6307

DawS MeMoriaLS
MonuMent SaLeS

night, weekenD & hoLiDay 
appointMentS weLcoMe

407303

815-745-2698
107 North St. WarreN, IL 61087

407308

We Salute Our Veterans

407310

We Salute Our Veterans

9807 E. BinklEy Rd.
Stockton, il 61085

815-947-3297

B&B HillSidE REpaiR

407312

We Salute Our Veterans

201 DoDD’s Drive

Lena, iL 61048

815-369-2311

suLLivan’s FooDs

407393

We Salute Our Veterans

Warren

815-745-3300

B&r PlumBing

407394

We Salute Our Veterans
Vincent, Roth, toepfeR

and Leinen, p.c.

815-745-2624

125 e. Main
WaRRen, iL 61087

attoRneys at LaW

Wishing all our Veterans a safe and happy Veterans’ Day
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Pro Source
Electric and Automation Inc.

Pro Source
Electric and Automation Inc.

Lena, IL
815-369-4165

WE SALUTE 
OUR VETERANS!

407276

407382

We Salute Our Veterans

143 E. Main StrEEt

WarrEn, iL
815-745-3390

rachEL BrinkMEiEr, 
cPa

407383

We Salute Our Veterans

Stephen petraS, D.M.D.
General Dentist • CosmetiC Dentistry

orthoDontiCs • tmJ/tmD

Caitlin pullara, D.M.D.
General Dentistry

120 W. FRONT AVENUE
STOCKTON, IL  61085 • 815-947-3700

407384

We Salute Our Veterans

300 E. Main Street
Lena • 815-291-2330

Call us for 
any of your 
Real Estate 

needs!

407386

We Salute Our Veterans

The Village
of

lena

407388

We Salute Our Veterans

Stella’s Café 
& Catering

100 N. Main • Stockton
815-947-2080

407389

We Salute Our Veterans

Stockton
815-947-3361

407390

We Salute Our Veterans
ScaleS Mound 

Sinclair Service, inc.

310 Franklin Street

ScaleS Mound

815-845-2217

407391

We Salute Our Veterans
The OTher Place

815-789-4661

317 W. high STreeT
Orangeville, il 61060

We PrOudly 
SuPPOrT The TrOOPS

407396

We Salute Our Veterans

Vanderheyden 
Furniture

& Flooring

9105 US Hwy 20 West

www.vhomeinteriors.com

407444

We Salute Our Veterans

Hermann 
Funeral
Homes 

& monuments

815-947-3355

407445

We Salute Our Veterans

11875 Rt 20 East

stockton, IL 61085
815-947-9040

Wishing all our Veterans a safe and happy Veterans’ Day
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407277

We Salute Our Veterans

203 Carver Street

WinSloW, il
815-367-3020

Deb Brown 
Financial Representative 
Lena, IL 61048-0815 
(815)369-2881

COUNTRY Financial® salutes  
our military veterans and  
those currently serving.

0619-506HC_A-07764-8/14/2020

407387

Deb Brown 
Financial Representative 
Lena, IL 61048-0815 
(815)369-2881

COUNTRY Financial® salutes  
our military veterans and  
those currently serving.

0619-506HC_A-07764-8/14/2020

407392

We Salute Our Veterans

Lena, IL
• WIndoW FILm • Truck accessorIes

815-369-2803
WWW.BussBoyzcusToms.com

407395

We Salute Our Veterans

Stockton Auto Supply

815-947-3216

Hwy 20
Stockton, IL

61085

407397

We Salute Our Veterans

Dan Kempel & SonS

815-443-2577
815-291-5988

Kempel UriSh
ConStrUCtion, inC.407398

We Salute Our Veterans

DeVoe Floral

815-369-5549

216 W. Main
lena

407400

We Salute Our Veterans

519 1/2 E. LEna

815-369-2100

LEna
Fast stop

Fuel & Convenience Store

407401

We Salute Our Veterans

ElizabEth

815-858-9300

ElizabEth
Fast stop

24 Hour Fueling

Steve Rothschadl 
Financial Representative 
Lena, IL 61048-0669 
(815)369-4581

COUNTRY Financial® salutes  
our military veterans and  
those currently serving.

0619-506HC_A-03015-10/27/2020

407402

Steve Rothschadl 
Financial Representative 
Lena, IL 61048-0669 
(815)369-4581

COUNTRY Financial® salutes  
our military veterans and  
those currently serving.

0619-506HC_A-03015-10/27/2020

407417

We Salute Our Veterans

STOCKTON
215 E. NOrTh AvENuE

815-947-2245

WArrEN
142 MAiN STrEET

815-745-2650

407419

We Salute Our Veterans
Red Knight Pub

815-947-2591

111 e. FRont StReet
StocKton, iL  61085

Wishing all our Veterans a safe and happy Veterans’ Day
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404255

Stephenson County, IL

FARMLAND AUCTION
Thursday, Nov. 18 at 6:30 p.m.

Sale to be held at:
Shannon Fire Station

14 S. Hickory St.
Shannon, IL 61078

ONE PARCEL - OPEN TENANCY for 2022
156.35 +/- Acres of Farmland Only

Section 28 in Florence Township, Stephenson County, IL
Selling as platted acres

For Information Contact:
Lenny Bryson - Auctioneer
11749 West Judson Road
Polo, IL 61064
Office: 815-946-4120

Owner, Lois L. Swalve Farm Trust
Dennis Swalve, Cynthia Ditzler, 

Janet Miller, Trustees

Attorney, David Shockey
815-235-2507

For complete listing of sale bill, maps, tax info, and terms & 
conditions, etc. visit www.lennybrysonauctioneer.com

For

To all who have served

Or have given their life.

We honor and thank you

For your great sacrifice.

Our Nation

Leamon Funeral Homes
Lena   Orangeville   Warren   Winslow

815-369-4512

Our 
thoughts 
are with 
you on

this 
Veteran’s 

Day

406841

Public 
Auction

Sunday, November 14
10 a.m. (Early viewing at 8 a.m.)

4811 W. State Street, Rockford, IL
Antiques, collectibles, household 
items, tools, Coca-Cola collection, 

furniture, and misc.
Terms: 10% buyer’s premium, cash/check only.

For complete listing, go onto auctionzip.com
For further information, call Kris at 815-544-0249.

407226

Good Shepard Lutheran Church 
All are invited on Nov. 14, 

2021 to Good Shepherd, 118 
E. Mason St. in Lena, IL, for 
Sunday worship service at 
9:30 a.m. You may join the 
service in-person or via Face-
book Live streaming. The 
reading will be from Mark 
13:1-8.  Choir practice will 
be at 11 a.m., and chime choir 
practice will be at 5 p.m.

The state and CDC guide-
lines will be followed for in-
door gathering. For the safety 
of everyone it is encourage 
people to wear masks and 
practice social distancing in-
side the building. 

On Tuesday, Nov. 16, Bi-
ble Study group will meet at 
10 a.m. The reading is from 

Genesis and all are welcome 
to join. The Peace Corps 
Quilting group will meet 
from 8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. on 
Wednesday, Nov. 17.  All are 
welcome to join and no quilt-
ing experience necessary. 
Come and tie the quilts and 
make difference in the world.

All the services will be re-
corded and will be available 
on the church’s Facebook 
page and website. Please 
visit our website http://good-
shepherdlena.org/ and Face-
book https://www.facebook.
com/GSLCLenaIL for in-
formation.   If you have any 
questions, please contact the 
church office at 815-369-
5552.

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 The Lena-Winslow Panthers 
came into the 2021 postseason 
with a chip on their shoulders.  
After suffering a comeback 
loss to the Forreston Cardinals 
in the final week of the regular 
season, Lena-Winslow came 
into the playoffs looking to 
make a statement.  The loss to 
the Cardinals did not appear to 
put a damper on the Panthers’ 
confidence.  If anything, it may 
have boosted their attitude.  
After all, there is something to 
be said about winning when it 
matters most.  

 Le-Win really bounced back 
from their week nine loss with 
an impressive showing from 
senior running back, Marey 
Roby, in round one.  Roby’s 
three scores helped to lead the 
way to a 54-7 victory over 
Aurora Christian.  That story 
was much of the same in round 
two as Panthers Head Coach, 
Ric Arand, put the ball in the 
versatile running back’s hands 
again. 

 It was Roby who put the 

Panthers on the board first with 
a short touchdown run at the 
three minute mark of the first 
quarter.  Roby also plunged in 
for the two-point conversion, 
putting Le-Win up 8-0.  

 The Panthers had the run-
ning game working on all 
cylinders on November 6.  Le-
Win combined for 344 yards 
as Arand chose to run the ball 
over fifty times.  Relying on 
their physical attack, the Pan-
thers were able to wear out the 
Forreston defense rather quick-
ly.  

 It was Roby who handled a 
majority of those carries as he 
tallied his second score of the 
game when he broke free for 
a forty yard touchdown run in 
the second quarter.  Jake Zeal 
capped off the drive with a suc-
cessful two-point conversion, 
giving the Panthers a 16-0 lead.  

 After getting a defensive 
stop, the Panthers were hoping 
to go up by three scores before 
the halftime break.  Roby made 
sure of that as he trucked into 
the endzone from ten yards out.  
His third score of the first half, 

St. John’s Lutheran Church
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

in Pearl City will be offering 
worship on Sunday, Nov. 14 at 
9 a.m.  The service will be led 
by Pastor Shellie Knight and 
the Joy Choir will be singing.  
After worship, Confirmation 
and Sunday School will meet 
as well as the Stewardship and 
Outreach Committees.

The November Grace Meal 
will be held on Sunday, Nov. 
21 at 11:30 a.m. until 12:15 
p.m. with all meals at curb-
side pick-up.  The menu will 
be turkey, dressing, sandwich-
es, sweet potatoes, cranberries 
and dessert.  All reservations 
must be made to the church 
office by 5 p.m. on Friday, 

Nov. 19 by phone at 815-443-
2215 or email at prshadmin@
gmail.com.  The meal is sup-
ported by a grant from the 
Freeport Community Foun-
dation.  

The Women’s Gathering 
will hold Bible Study on 
Tuesday, Nov. 16 at 9:45 a.m. 
in Luther Hall.  The morning 
will begin with fellowship 
and conclude with making 
Christmas ornaments.  

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
is located at 229 S First St., 
Pearl City, IL.  Worship Ser-
vices are currently in-person 
and livestreamed on Face-
book Live which can be found 
at www.StJohnsPearlCity.org.  

Panthers avenge late season loss against Cardinals
Roby tallied another hat trick 
as he put the Panthers up 24-0.  

With just under two minutes 
before half, Forreston found 
themselves with a similar op-
portunity to end the first half 
the same way they ended it in 
their regular season matchup.  
If the Cardinals could have 
put a score on the board, they 
would have set themselves up 
for another comeback oppor-
tunity in the second half.  This 
playoff game was very differ-
ent, however, as the Panther 
defense had different plans.  
Le-Win managed to get anoth-
er stop as they shutout the Car-
dinals in the first half and took 
the 24-0 lead into the break.  

With the three score-lead, 
Arand only doubled down on 
the running game.  The Pan-
thers went to work on the clock 
and continued to wear down 
the Cardinal defense.  

 The Panthers would only 
extend their lead in the third 
quarter when quarterback 
Luke Benson plunged into the 
endzone from one yard out 
on a quarterback sneak. Their 
fourth touchdown of the game 
coming by way of the ground 
game had Le-Win up 30-0 with 
less than two quarters to play. 

 They were not finished, 
however, as Roby went on 
to tally his fourth touchdown 
of the game.  This time, off a 
twenty-three yard run, Roby 
put the Panthers up 38-0 at the 
six minute mark of the third 
quarter. 

 The Panthers were able to 
rely on the clock for the remain-
der of the game.  The Cardinals 
would tally a garbage time 
touchdown, but that was all, as 
the Panthers went on to win 38-
8.  Roby was the story of the 
game again as he finished with 
four touchdowns and 166 yards 
on seventeen carries.  Gage 
Dunker was the next leading 
rusher with fifty-nine yards 
on eleven attempts. Ethan Fye 
was productive, as well, as he 
finished with forty-four yards 
on eight attempts.  Benson 
had just one rushing yard on 

the day, but it was an import-
ant yard, as it came on a short 
touchdown run. 

 Arand spoke about his 
team’s ability to prepare for a 
Fulton team they had lost to 
only a couple of weeks prior.  
“I think it was an easy game 
for our kids to prepare for just 
because there was a lot of mo-
tivation coming off the loss 
from two weeks ago.  I think 
that helped our focus all week 
long.  We had a good week of 
practice and I thought we were 
as prepared for this game as 
any game we have ever played.  
That is a credit to our kids 
because they did all the right 
things, all week long.” Arand 
said

 The Panthers have contin-
ued to spread it around in the 
backfield, but it has been Roby 
who makes the difference.  
Through the first two rounds 
of play, Roby has totaled 335 
yards and a whopping seven 
touchdowns.  Arand shared 
his thoughts on Roby break-
ing out in the playoffs, saying 
“To Marey’s credit, I think a 
lot of people expected a lot out 
of him.  They just assumed he 
would bounce right back from 
the broken leg from not even 
a year ago.  Unfair enough to 
him, it takes a little longer to 
get things back and operating 
right.  Over the last two-three 
weeks, he has really gotten 
back into playing like he is ca-
pable of playing.  He has got-
ten that burst back and we have 
given him the ball a lot more.  
[Roby] is one of those guys, 
the more he touches it, the bet-
ter he is going to be.  We know 
moving forward that we are go-
ing to go as he goes.  Not that 
we don’t have other guys ca-
pable, but Roby is, obviously, 
a game breaker and can score 
from anywhere on the field.”

 The Panthers will face off 
with the seven seed in Fulton 
for round three.  The Panthers 
defeated Fulton 54-7 back in 
week seven of the regular sea-
son.  It is sort of the opposite of 
the situation the Panthers just 

found themselves in, hoping 
for a win over a team that had 
recently defeated them.  Arand 
stressed the importance of not 
counting Fulton out just be-
cause of their previous match-
up.  “For our team, it seems 
like it has been so long since 
we played them.”  Arand said, 
explaining “Obviously, they 
have gotten better, they haven’t 
lost since then, and, probably, 
have gained a lot of confidence.  
I don’t think that’s going to be 
the same team we saw seven 
weeks ago.  I guess that is my 

job to get that point across to 
our kids, which is easier said 
than done at times.  That is the 
focus this week, to get ready 
for them, and don’t take them 
lightly.”  Still, Arand is con-
fident his guys will be ready 
saying “It should be easy to get 
ready for a quarterfinal game 
when, if you win you play or 
if you lose you go home.  So, 
easy motivation.”  

 Only time will tell, but the 
Panthers are taking it one game 
at a time with their eyes on the 
prize.

Church news
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Pork Chop Dinner
Saturday, Nov. 13

4:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Pork Chop Dinner $12.00

“Thick Iowa Chop” 16 oz.
Dine in or drive thru carry out

Sponsored by Apple River Fire Dept.

At the Stagecoach Event Center

407107

Mississippi Man 5 - 9 p.m.

392874

www.edwardjones.com

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor

640 W. South St, #4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

F
D

I-
18

6
7H

-A

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor
.

640 W South St 4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

Member SIPC

www.edwardjones.com

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor

640 W. South St, #4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955
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D

I-
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6
7H
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www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor
.

640 W South St 4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

Member SIPC

We Understand Commitment
You can rely on Edward Jones for one-on-one attention, 
our quality-focused investment philosophy and straight 
talk about your financial needs. To learn more, call today

407242

Ashlie L. Stoddard
Financial Advisor

115 North Main Street
Elizabeth, IL 61028
815-858-3386

How much will you need 
to retire? Let’s talk.

www.edwardjones.com

If you’re not at your last
job, why is your 401(k)?

Ashlie L Simonson
Financial Advisor
.

304 E North Avenue
Suite #200
Stockton, IL 61085
815-947-6090

Member SIPC
www.edwardjones.com

If you’re not at your last
job, why is your 401(k)?

Ashlie L Simonson
Financial Advisor
.

304 E North Avenue
Suite #200
Stockton, IL 61085
815-947-6090

Member SIPC

Highland Community 
College Music 
Department holds  
instrumental fall concert 

The Highland Community 
College Concert Band and 
Orchestra will hold their fall 
concert at 7 p.m. Friday, Nov. 
12 in the Fine Arts Theatre in 
the Ferguson Fine Arts Cen-
ter, 2998 W. Pearl City Rd., 
Freeport, IL. 

“The Ensemble is excit-
ed to be back on stage and 
to create more musical mo-
ments for our audience,” said 
Scott Stich, Concert Band 
conductor. “We have missed 
performing for our audience. 
We hope that the variety of 
our music speaks to every-
one who comes to hear us.” 

Stich said “Sedona”, by 
Steven Reineke, captures the 
natural landscape of moun-
tains and wide-open spaces. 

“Overcoming” by Thomp-
son Brandt is an original 
piece about the American so-
cial situation during the pan-
demic.  This is the premiere 
performance of this piece. 
“R E S T” by Frank Tiche-
li commemorates the life of 
Ticheli’s father, drawing on 
the comfort and quiet from 
this piece of work. “Molly 
On The Shore” by Percy Al-
dridge Grainger is a staple of 
the band world that gives the 
audience energy and excite-
ment.  “Black Granite” by 
James L. Hosay is a march 

dedicated to the memory of 
the men and women who 
died in the Vietnam war. The 
“Black Granite” symbolizes 
the Vietnam veterans memo-
rial in Washington D.C. 

Under the direction of 
Brandon Lamm, the or-
chestra will be playing the 
following song selections: 
“Finlandia” by Sibelius; 
“Bacchanale” from Samson 
and Delilah by Saint-Saens; 
“Adagietto” from Mahler’s 
5th Symphony, and “Plink 
Plank Plunk” by Leroy An-
derson. 

Tickets are $12 for adults, 
$10 for seniors, and $5 for 
students. The box office 
will not be open for ticket 
sales on the evening of per-
formances. Please call 815-
599-3718 for phone orders. 
Online ticket sales the week 
of the event will be issued as 
e-tickets. The e-ticket will 
be sent in an email which 
must be printed for entry. 
In-person tickets sales will 
still be open 1-5 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday. To order 
online, visit highland.edu/
boxoffice. 

Masks are required in all 
Highland buildings. Due to 
COVID-19, performance 
information is subject to 
change. 

Zach Williams coming to Coronado PAC on March 5
Multi GRAMMY® Award winner 

Zach Williams and special guest 
Anne Wilson announced plans for 
a thirty-five show tour, including 
a stop at the Coronado Performing 
Arts Center on Saturday, Mar. 5 at 7 
p.m. Tickets and VIP packages will 
go on sale Friday, Nov. 5 at 11 a.m. 
on Ticketmaster.com, in-person at 
the Coronado PAC box office and 
by phone at 815-968-5222. Fans and 
AE Insiders can take advantage of a 
20% discount on tickets when they 

purchase by Nov. 14 and use the code 
INSIDER.

“One of the best parts of my job is 
getting to travel around the country 
- worshipping with a new room full 
of people each and every night.” Said 
Zach Williams. “I can’t remember 
a time in my lifetime when it was 
more needed than right now. This 
spring, I am honored to be able to hit 
the road with my good friend Anne 
Wilson and bring a great show, a 
great message, and a great lineup to 

so many cities around the States.”
“We are excited to have tour 

sponsors Food for the Hungry, 
Altrua HealthShare and KLOVE & 
Air1 Radio be part of these nights 
with Zach and Anne.” Said Curtis 
Pinkerton, Director of Marketing for 
Awakening Events. “Through the 
support of all these great partners and 
the support of the ticket buyers we’re 
able to have a lasting impact in these 
communities long after the show is 
over.”

By Jerry Nowicki
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

One day after the federal 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention recommend-
ed that children between the 
ages of 5 and 11 receive the 
COVID-19 vaccine manufac-
tured by Pfizer and BioNTech, 
the Illinois Department of Pub-
lic Health adopted the same 
recommendations Nov. 3.

That vaccine had previous-
ly been approved for people 
12 years of age and older. The 
U.S. Food and Drug Adminis-
tration authorized its emergen-
cy use for 5- to 11-year-olds 
in late October, and the CDC 
made the recommendation of-
ficial Nov. 2.

IDPH Director Dr. Ngozi 
Ezike said in a news release 
medical experts have reviewed 

data from clinical trials that 
included more than 3,000 
children, leading to the CDC 
recommendation. Those trials 
showed the vaccine to be more 
than 90 percent effective in 
preventing COVID-19 in chil-
dren in the age group. 

Children in the trials saw the 
same side effects as adoles-
cents and adults but to a less-
er extent, according to IDPH. 
The side effects included in-
jection site pain, redness and 
swelling, fatigue, headache, 
muscle or joint pain, chills, 
and fever. They generally last-
ed one to two days.    

State officials have urged 
parents with questions or who 
are wishing to vaccinate their 
children to call their pediatri-
cian’s office to learn more.

Pediatric COVID-19 vacci-

nations will also be available 
at local health departments, 
many pharmacies, Federally 
Qualified Health Centers, and 
from other providers who offer 
the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine, 
according to a news release.

That includes about 2,200 
pediatric providers in Illinois 
who have already enrolled in 
the state immunization registry 
and can administer COVID-19 
vaccines.  IDPH said more 
than 1,200 youth vaccination 
events have been held or are 
scheduled, and the department 
continues to work with schools 
to schedule more.

While children don’t often 
get severe COVID-19, Ezike 
said, it is still possible, and 
infected children play a major 
role in disease spread.

“We need as many people 

as possible, including chil-
dren, to be vaccinated to stop 
the spread of the virus and end 
this pandemic,” she said in the 
news release.   

Recently, Gov. JB Pritzker 
said the state expects to re-
ceive 306,000 doses, with an-
other 73,000 going to the city 
of Chicago and 100,000 doses 
to pharmacies.

In a news conference be-
fore the approval, Pritzker and 
Ezike said it is premature to 
talk about mandating the vac-
cine for children in order for 
them to attend school. Such a 
decision would have to wait 
at least for full CDC and FDA 
approval, not just emergency 
use authorization.

Pritzker also said that deci-
sion would be up to the Gener-
al Assembly.

State adopts federal guidance recommending 
Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine for children ages 5 to 11

2020-2021 
Pre-K-12 
enrollment fell 
3.6 percent from 
previous year
By Peter Hancock 
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

The COVID-19 pandemic 
resulted in significant drops 
in enrollment, academic per-
formance and the likelihood 
of graduating high school on 
time, according to the lat-
est school report card released 
recently by the Illinois State 
Board of Education.

The report card is an annu-
al report that tracks how the 
state, and each school and dis-
trict, are progressing on a wide 
range of educational goals.

But the report also showed 
that more Illinois students than 
ever are preparing for college 
and careers by taking dual 
credit, Advanced Placement 
and career and technical edu-
cation, or CTE courses, while 
schools themselves are doing a 
better job of retaining veteran 
teachers.

“We have witnessed 
both tragedy and heroism 
in our schools over the past 
year,” State Superintendent of 
Education Dr. Carmen I. Ayala 
said in a statement. “Students 
and educators have lost so 
much and lived and learned 
through unthinkable obstacles, 
but loss is not the whole story. 
Illinois’ schools also stepped 
up the rigor of high school 
course work, ensured students 
still graduated and earned 

Della Crain named NACC 
Honorable Mention

The Northern Athletics Collegiate Conference has 
announced that Rockford University senior outside 
hitter Della Crain has been voted NACC Honorable 
Mention by the conference’s 14 head coaches. This 
marks the second straight season that Crain has been 
named NACC Honorable Mention. Crain also becomes 
the first RU women’s volleyball player to receive 
postseason recognition from the NACC in consecutive 
seasons since Angela Snow (2006/2007).

Della Crain was the top offensive threat for the 
Regents and one of the top attackers in the NACC 
this past season. Crain finished the regular season 
tied for third in the NACC in kills (330), seventh in 
kills per set (3.24) and solo blocks (17) and thirteenth 
in total blocks (62), all of which also led the team. 
Additionally, she concluded the year with career-highs 
in hitting percentage (.212), service aces (27), digs 
(68) and block assists (45). Crain finishes her four-year 
career as a Regent with 884 kills (2.75 kills/set), 52 
service aces, 210 digs and 121 total blocks.

Latest school report card shows impact of COVID-19 on learning
early college credit along the 
way.”

According to the report, 
which covers the 2020-2021 
academic year, total enroll-
ment in Pre-K-12 schools fell 

3.6 percent from the prior year, 
or by about 70,000 students, to 
just under 1.89 million. State 
officials said recent trends 

See IMPACT, Page 16
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EVANGELICAL FREE 
CHURCH OF LENA
720 N. Freedom Street

Lena, IL • 815-369-5591
Dr. Jim Erb, Senior Pastor

Rev. Scott Wilson
Assoc. Pastor of Youth

Sunday Worship 
8:30 a.m & 10:30 a.m.

Awana
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

Listen to pastor’s weekly sermon 
at www.lenafreechurch.org

392198

Bring a SMILE to someone’s face.
Share with us a photo and details of 
your recent engagement, wedding or 

anniversary at no charge.
Stop in at the Shopper’s Guide/The Scoop Today newspaper 
office 240 W. Main St., Suite B, Lena with your info or email 

us at scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
404764

God Is Love
Schapville Zion 

Presbyterian Church

635  E. Schapville Road
Elizabeth, IL 61028

www.schapvillezion.org

Celebrate God’s Love at
10:00 a.m. worship

64751

635 E. Schapville Rd.
Elizabeth, IL 61028

www.schapvillezion.org
815-845-2272

395526

LEGAL NOTICES

380831

Can Publish Your 
Legals.

Call us at 815-877-4044
or email your legals to

Legals@rvpublishing.com

Rock ValleyPublishing LLC

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 15TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
STEPHENSON COUNTY 
- FREEPORT, ILLINOIS

Finance of America 
Reverse LLC
    PLAINTIFF
  Vs.
Dixie Davis; Roxanne 
Gordon; Unknown Heirs 
and Legatees of Roger 
Busch; United States 
of America - Federal 
Housing Commissioner; 
Unknown Owners and 
Nonrecord Claimants; 
Kipp Meyers, as Special 
Representative for Roger 
Busch (deceased)
    DEFENDANTS

2021CH23
NOTICE BY 

PUBLICATION
NOTICE IS GIVEN TO 
YOU:
Unknown Heirs and 
Legatees of Roger Busch
Unknown Owners and 
Nonrecord Claimants

That this case has been 
commenced in this Court 
against you and other de-
fendants, praying for the 
foreclosure of a certain 
Mortgage conveying the 
premises described as fol-
lows, to-wit:
COMMONLY KNOWN 
AS:
14444 W Blackhawk Road
Pearl City, IL 61062
and which said Mortgage 
was made by:

Roger Busch
the Mortgagor(s), to Mort-
gage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems, Inc., as 
mortgagee, as nominee for 
Evolve Bank & Trust, as 
Mortgagee, and recorded 
in the Office of the Record-
er of Deeds of Stephenson 
County, Illinois, as Docu-
ment No. 201800163900; 
and for other relief; that 
summons was duly issued 
out of said Court against 
you as provided by law and 
that the said suit is now 
pending.

NOW, THEREFORE, 
UNLESS YOU file your 
answer or otherwise file 
your appearance in this 
case in the Office of the 
Clerk of this Court,

Nathan A. Luy
Clerk of the 
Circuit Court
15 North Galena
Freeport, IL 61032

on or before December 10, 
2021, A DEFAULT MAY 
BE ENTERED AGAINST 
YOU AT ANY TIME AF-
TER THAT DAY AND 
A JUDGMENT MAY 
BE ENTERED IN AC-

CORDANCE WITH THE 
PRAYER OF SAID COM-
PLAINT.
CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
15W030 North Frontage 
Road, Suite 100
Burr Ridge, IL 60527
(630) 794-5300
DuPage # 15170
Winnebago # 531
Our File No. 14-21-03523

NOTE: This law firm is a 
debt collector.

I3180576 
(Published in

The Shopper’s Guide 
Nov. 10, 17 & 24, 2021)

407323

Notice of Public 
Hearing Concerning 

the Intent of 
the Board of Park 
Commissioners of 

the Stockton Park 
District, Jo Daviess 

County, Illinois 
to Sell $20,000 

General Obligation 
Limited Park Bonds
Public Notice is Here-

by Given that the Stockton 
Park District, Jo Daviess 
County, Illinois (the “Dis-
trict”), will hold a public 
hearing on the 17th day of 
November, 2021, at 6:30 
o’clock P.M.  The hearing 
will be held at the Park 
House, 600 North Pearl 
Street, Stockton, Illinois.  
The purpose of the hearing 
will be to receive public 
comments on the proposal 
to sell bonds of the District 
in the amount of $20,000 
for the payment of land 
condemned or purchased 
for parks, for the building, 
maintaining, improving 
and protecting of the same 
and the existing land and 
facilities of the District and 
for the payment of the ex-
penses incident thereto.

By order of the President 
of the Board of Park Com-
missioners of the Stockton 
Park District, Jo Daviess 
County, Illinois.

Dated the 3rd day of No-
vember, 2021.

Calvin Klopf 
Secretary, Board of Park 

Commissioners,
Stockton Park District, 

Jo Daviess County, 
Illinois

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

Nov. 10, 2021)
407279

By State Sen. Steve 
Stadelman

Democracy dies in 
darkness. Those words 
underscore the masthead of 
the Washington Post every 
day.

Sadly, the light journalism 
brings to many communities 
in Illinois and across the 
country is dimming. In the 
past 15 years or so, more than 
2,000 newspapers around 
the country have closed, 
especially in rural areas.

That means no reporters 
covering local city council 
or school board meetings. 
If people don’t get the 

In my opinion

Task force could produce lifeline 
for local journalism in Illinois

information they need to 
know what’s going on in 
their town, they can’t make 
educated decisions when 
they vote or hold their public 
officials accountable. 

Journalists play an 
important watchdog role in 
our system. As a television 
news anchor and reporter in 
Rockford for nearly 25 years 
and a state senator for eight 
years, I’ve seen journalism 
from both sides. You could 
say a new Illinois law, 
which establishes the Local 
Journalism Task Force, is 
the result of my two careers 
intersecting. 

The legislation I introduced 
and passed this year calls 
on the task force to assess 
the state of local journalism 
and issue public policy 
recommendations.

I think there needs to be 
a serious, open and frank 
discussion on the future of 
local news and how its future 
will affect government. As 
people rely less on traditional 
news organizations, we’ve 
seen a rise in media outlets 
that push a political agenda. 

Social media, meanwhile, 
is far too often the source 
of false and even dangerous 

information. Professional 
news organizations are able 
to counteract that, helping 
readers and viewers know the 
difference.

Dwindling access to local 
news isn’t just a rural issue 
as many corporate owners 
of bigger-city newspapers 
cut staff and close bureaus 
to save money. While a large 
city still has many media 
outlets, we know that in our 
increasingly diverse society, 
some voices are not being 
heard.

There’s also an economic 
argument to be made. 
Newspapers have historically 
connected local businesses 
with readers. Without 
that connection, the local 
economy and businesses are 
hurt.

Members of the Local 
Journalism Task Force 
include news organizations 
that represent working 
journalists, academic 
institutions that teach 
journalism or have conducted 
studies and research into 
the issue along with state 
lawmakers and governor’s 
staff.

Potential solutions 
considered in other states 

include creating a fund to 
bring news and information 
to underserved communities, 
providing tax incentives 
to persuade media outlets 
to close local news gaps 
and more money for public 
broadcasting.

Or there may be no role 
for state government as the 
private sector develops new 
business models. 

Nonprofit news websites 
buoyed by philanthropic 
foundations have sprung 
up around the country. So 
too have partnerships with 
nonprofit groups that allow 
traditional news organizations 
to dig deeper and undertake 
investigations.

A recent article in the 
Atlantic points out that 
equal to its watchdog role 
is the value of local news in 
establishing a community’s 
sense of self through stories 
on church picnics, restaurant 
openings and closings, school 
football games and fights 
to save a historic building 
or raise money for a cancer 
victim: 

“When that tissue 
disintegrates, something vital 

See OPINION, Page 15
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In honor of those 
who served...

WE 
THANK 

YOU

407450

Spinhirne Transfer
407443

MOOSE LODGE
Family Center #162 & Chapter 548

815-232-1516
601 E. South St., Freeport

407380

Sales
130 W. North Avenue • Stockton • 815-947-2120

Service
202 S. Main St. • Stockton • 815-947-1889

407379

A U T O M O T I V E

Offenheiser Schwarz 
Funeral Home 

Pearl City
407373

WOODBINE SERVICE GARAGE
Auto Repair

Lawn Equipment Service & Repair
With Pickup & Delivery Service Available

Mon - Fri 8 - 5 • Sat 8 - Noon
815-858-3803

3625 E. Woodbine St. • Woodbine, IL
407372

Schultz Appliance & Service
Marvin & Joann

Scales Mound • 815-845-2691

407449

407442

Owners: 
Don & Amy Visel

Lena, IL 61048
815-369-9036

LANDSCAPING
LAWN CARE John 15:5

407376

815-369-4901
www.lenastatebank.com

T H E

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions... Meeting Local Needs
Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL • Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL

Hanover, IL • Hazel Green, WI
Galena, IL – First Community Bank 407375

407370

www.csbnow.com

Lena • Stockton • Freeport

MEMBER
FDIC

www.csbnow.com

Lena • Stockton • Freeport

MEMBER
FDIC

www.csbnow.com

Lena • Stockton • Freeport

MEMBER
FDIC

7742 Il. Rte. 78N • Warren, IL 61087
815-821-4032

407448

LENA    ORANGEVILLE    WARREN    WINSLOW
www.cbcommunitybank.com

Today we honor
those who serve.
Join us in honoring our veterans, for defending our nation and
protecting the freedom of people around the world. Most
importantly, let’s honor those who gave their lives in that mission.

Happy Veteran’s Day!

407381

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

New installation • Remodeling • Routine maintenance • Repairs
24-HOUR SERVICE ON ALL BRANDS

THANK YOU VETERANS FOR YOUR SERVICE

407377

Shopper’s Guide 
815-369-4112

The Scoop Today 
815-947-3353

407374

JO DAVIESS MUTUAL 
INSURANCE CO.

Insuring Homes, Farms & Auto
Since 1887

815-777-2111
101 Exchange St. • Galena 407371
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Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE, rvpnews.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

392651

A BIG “THANK YOU”
to those readers who have sent a donation to help 

underwrite The Scoop Today and Shopper’s Guide. For those 
of you who haven’t done so in the past year, but enjoy this 
newspaper and would like to help us pay for its operation,  

please send a donation in any amount to:

240 W. Main Street, Suite B • Lena, IL • 61048
IF YOU THINK YOUR NEWSPAPER IS WORTH

50¢ an issue, it would be $26.00; 75¢ an issue - $39.00 
or $1 an issue - $52.00

You won’t get a tote bag, T-shirt, coffee mug or CD of Lawrence Welk’s
Greatest Hits. But you will get the satisfaction of knowing that you have

helped to support your favorite newspaper.

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

Phone______________________________

__ Please keep my
     paper coming:

392657

the Scoop Today
Shopper’s Guide

Halloween is over.  Our 
killer frost finally came, and 
things are looking really like 
fall.  Leaves are piling up 
even though there are a lot 
of leaves still on trees.  This 
week we begin to think about 
cooking for Thanksgiving.  
Hopefully this will put you in 
the mood for some good eats.

Pigs in a Blanket 
Bake

Are you looking for an easy 
breakfast casserole?  This one 
uses frozen pancakes instead 
of bread.  The buttermilk 

cakes give the egg dish a great 
flavor.

2 boxes (16.4 oz.) fro-
zen buttermilk pancakes (12 
count)

4 eggs
1½ C. half-and-half
1 pkg. (14 oz.) cocktail 

size smoked link sausages, 
chopped

1 C. shredded sharp ched-
dar cheese

1 C. butter maple flavored 
syrup

Preheat oven to 350.  Light-
ly grease a 9 x 13 glass baking 
dish with shortening or cook-
ing spray.  Remove pancakes 
from boxes; unwrap and care-
fully separate.  Set aside to 
partially thaw.

In a large bowl, beat eggs 
and half-and-half with whisk.  
Coarsely chop pancakes.  Add 
pancake pieces and chopped 
sausage to egg mixture;  toss 
to coat.  Let stand 5 minutes.  
Pour mixture into baking dish.  
Sprinkle with cheese.  Bake 

uncovered 40 minutes or until 
edges are set and light golden 
brown.  Let stand 10 minutes.  
Cut into squares;  serve with 
syrup.

Creamed Corn 
Casserole

If you are looking for a 
great side for Thanksgiving, 
this corn casserole will go 
great with turkey and all the 
trimmings.  You can make 
it the day before and have it 
oven ready.

2 pkg. (16 oz. each) frozen 
whole kernel corn

2 C. chopped red sweet 
peppers

1 C. chopped onion
1 T. butter
¼ t. pepper
1 can cream of celery soup
8 oz. tub of cream cheese 

spread with garden vegetables 
¼ C. milk
Preheat the oven to 375.  

Lightly coat a 2-qt. casserole 

From Lena’s Kitchen
with cooking spray;  set aside.  
Place corn in a colander and 
thaw by running under cool 
water;  drain and set aside.  
In a large saucepan, cook 
sweet pepper and onion in 1 
T. butter until tender.  Stir in 
corn and ¼ t. pepper and turn 
off heat.  In a medium bowl 
whisk together soup, cream 
cheese spread and milk.  Stir 
soup mixture into corn mix-
ture.  Transfer to casserole 
dish.  Bake covered in a 375 
oven for 50 to 55 minutes or 
until heated through, stirring 
once at 25 minutes.  

Greens and Olive 
Salad with Raspberry 

Dressing
Enjoy this refreshing salad 

for lunch or as a side.  You 
can buy raspberries at most 
grocery stores any time of the 
year.  You could substitute an-
other berry if you wish.
Dressing

1 C. fresh raspberries
1 T. Dijon mustard
1 T. cider vinegar
3 T. extra virgin olive oil
¼ t. salt

Salad
1 small head of Bibb (Bos-

ton) lettuce, chopped
1 small head of romaine let-

tuce, cut into 1 inch pieces
1 C. chopped celery
½ t. salt
1 C. pitted mixed olives, 

coarsely chopped
½ C. toasted almonds, 

coarsely chopped
¾ C. fresh raspberries
½ C. crumbled feta cheese
Dressing:  combine rasp-

berries, mustard, vinegar, 
olive oil, and salt in blend-
er.  Puree on high for about 
1 minute, scraping down the 
sides halfway through, until 
emulsified.  Set aside.

Salad:  in a large bowl, toss 
together lettuce, romaine, 
celery and salt.  Begin by 

adding half the dressing and 
tossing well to coat.  Taste 
salad to determine if it needs 
more dressing.  Depending on 
the size of your lettuce, you 
may not need to use all of the 
dressing.  Evenly divide be-
tween four bowls;  top with 
olives, almonds, and raspber-
ries.  Finish with feta;  serve 
any extra dressing on the side.

Chicken Stroganoff
Beef stroganoff is a popular 

dinner entrée, but this recipe 
uses chicken as the protein.  
Recently I learned that stro-
ganoff has origins in the Rus-
sian court and was mentioned 
as early as 1861.  That means 
it has been made for a whole 
lot of years!.  The switch from 
beef to chicken has a modern 
touch. 

6 C. egg noodles (12 oz.)
1¼ t. salt, divided
6 T. unsalted butter, divided
3 T. flour, divided
1 t. dry mustard
1 t. paprika
1 t. pepper, divided
1 lb. boneless, skinless 

chicken thighs, trimmed and 
cut into 1-inch pieces

12 oz. mushrooms, trimmed 
and sliced thin

1 onion, chopped finely
3 garlic cloves, minced
1 T. tomato paste
2 t. minced fresh thyme or 

¼ t. dried
1¼ C. chicken broth
2 T. dry sherry
1/3 C. sour cream, plus ex-

tra for serving
2 T. minced fresh parsley
Bring 4 qts. of water to a 

boil in a large pot.  Add noo-
dles and 1 T. salt and cook, 
stirring often, until al dente.  
Drain noodles;  return them 
to the pot and toss with 2 T. 
butter.  Cover to keep warm.

Combine 2 T. flour, mus-
tard, paprika, ¼ t. salt, and 
½ t. pepper, in a large bowl.  
Add chicken and toss to thor-

oughly coat.  Melt 2 T. butter 
in a 12-inch nonstick skillet 
over medium-high heat.  Add 
chicken and spread into single 
layer, breaking up any clumps.  
Cook, without stirring, until 
browned on bottom, about 
4 minutes longer.  Transfer 
chicken to large plate.  Melt 
remaining 2 T. butter in emp-
ty skillet over medium-high 
heat.  Add mushrooms, onion, 
remaining ½ t. salt, and re-
maining ½ t. pepper and cook 
until any liquid has evaporat-
ed and vegetables just begin 
to brown, 7 to 9 minutes.  Stir 
in garlic, tomato paste, thyme, 
and remaining 1 T. flour and 
cook until fragrant, about 30 
seconds.  Stir in broth and 
sherry and bring to simmer, 
scraping up any browned bits.  
Add chicken and any accu-
mulated pieces and cook until 
warmed through and sauce 
thickens slightly, about 1 min-
ute.

Off heat, stir in sour cream 
until thoroughly combined.  
Season with salt and pepper 
to taste.  Transfer noodles 
to shallow bowls and spoon 
stroganoff over top.  Sprin-
kle with parsley and paprika.  
Serve with extra sour cream.

Slow Cooker Roast 
Beef

One of my very good 
friends told me she had found 
the very best beef recipe she 
ever had made.  She shared it 
with us.  I think one of the se-
crets is the searing of the roast 
on all sides.  Esther Kayser, 
who was my landlady for 
many years, was a wonderful 
cook.  She taught me the sear-
ing trick over 30 years ago.  
She always seared all her 
roasts and her Swiss steak.  I 
believe that it is the best way 
to prepare meat for the slow 

The not so skinny cook

See KITCHEN, Page 13
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VILLAGE OF LENA
REQUEST FOR BIDS

Bids are invited for removal of trees within the 
village limits.

A list describing tree locations is available by 
request to the Office Manager at 122 E. Main Street, 
PO Box 607, Lena, IL 61048 or by telephone at
815-369-4016.

Tree contractors must be licensed and insured prior 
to award of the work. Successful bidder would be 
required to comply with the prevailing wage rates 
established for Stephenson County.

The closing date for receipt of sealed bids at Village 
Hall is 10:00a.m. on Friday, Nov. 19, 2021.

The bids will be discussed at the Monday, Nov. 22, 
2021 Committee of the Whole meeting at 6:00p.m. 
at Village Hall. Bidders need not be present.

Madi Becke
Office Manager

407367

Place Your 
Service Ad
Minimum of 

4 weeks 
Additional Sizes 

Available

Commercial • Agricultural
Residential • Industrial • Solar

Nick Wienand • Greg Kline
Call: 815-908-0775 Stockton, IL

388497

Call us for any of your electrical needs

Werhane Total Truck Repair
Straight Trucks - Semis - Dump

Trucks - Farm Type Vehicles
including Farm Tractors

FAIR • FAST • FRIENDLY
• Clutches • Brakes • Welding (Steel & Aluminum) • Electrical 

• Lube & Oil Change • Suspension • King Pins • Transmission & Drive Line 
• Differentials • Tune Ups • Over Hauls • Minor Body Work 

• Tractor-Trailer Wash • Air Conditioning

KEEP US IN MIND FOR ALL YOUR REPAIR NEEDS
Ask for Brian 

Call Now!
815-369-4574

Werhane Enterprises
509 E. Main St. • Lena • 815-369-4574                 2021-12-1-2021-44

407413

10240 N. Old Mill Rd. • McConnell, IL 61050
815-541-3348 • heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines

Your local Toro Dealer & Master Service Center

406924

WIN WINTER!

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

(Formerly Wybourn Construction)

Cell: 608-558-1095
Lena, IL

bobwybourn@gmail.com
• Windows•Doors•Kitchens

•Bathrooms•Decks
No Job Too Small To Appreciate!

407366

DeVoe 
License 
& Title 
Service

Call for Appointment
Mon-Fri 

10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Saturday

10 a.m. - noon

216 W. Main • Lena
815-369-5549

368916

Service Corner

Service CornerThe Scoop Today & 
Shopper’s Guide

407451

• Kitchen   (Continued from page 12)

cooker or the oven.  Try this re-
ally good beef roast recipe.

5 to 6 lb. sirloin tip roast
Salt and pepper
4 stalks of celery
4 C. carrots
1 large onion
6 cloves garlic
4 C. beef broth
¾ C. Guinness beer
¾ C. red wine
3 T. tomato paste
3 to 4 sprigs fresh thyme
2 large bay leaves
1 T. Worcestershire sauce
¼ C. flour
2 to 4 T. olive oil
8 medium potatoes
Chop celery, carrots, onion, 

potatoes, and garlic into piec-
es.  Salt and pepper the roast 
on all sides;  put olive oil in a 
large skillet and heat oil.  Sear 
the roast on all sides;  put into 
a large slow cooker.  If no oil is 
left in the pan, add 1 T. oil and 
1 T. butter;  heat until melted.  
Add the flour to the skillet and 
cook until browned.  Using a 
whisk, deglaze the pan with 
some of the red wine, then add 
tomato paste to the skillet;  after 
scraping all the good brown bits 
from the pan, add the remain-
ing wine, beer, Worcestershire 
sauce, and beef broth.  Whisk to 
ensure there are no lumps.  Put 
onions, garlic, celery, carrots, 
potatoes, thyme and bay leaves 
on top of roast.  Pour broth over 
roast and vegetables.  Cover 
and cook until tender, approx-
imately 5 hours on high or 8 
hours on low.

Remove roast and vegeta-
bles and place on a large serv-
ing plate;  cover to keep warm.  
Serve with gravy.

Pumpkin Pie Layer 
Cake

If you are a pumpkin lover 
and want to have something 
different than pumpkin pie or 
bars, you will like this beautiful 
cake.  It will be a great Thanks-
giving dessert.

Filling
1 C. milk
1 C. canned pure pumpkin 

puree
½ C. sugar
2 T. cornstarch
2 egg yolks
½ t. pumpkin pie spice
Pinch of salt

Cake
2 sticks unsalted butter, plus 

more for the pans
2¼ C. cake flour, plus more 

for the pans
2 t. baking powder
1 ½ t. pumpkin pie spice
½ t. salt
1½ C. sugar
4 eggs
2 t. vanilla
¾ C. milk
Whipped Topping
2 C. cold heavy cream
½ C. powdered sugar
2 t. vanilla
Pumpkin pie spice for sprin-

kling
Make the pumpkin filling:  

combine the milk, pumpkin, 
sugar, cornstarch, egg yolks, 
vanilla, pie spice and salt in a 
medium saucepan.  Cook over 
medium heat, whisking occa-
sionally until bubbles start to 
form around the edges, about 5 
more minutes.  Continue cook-
ing, whisking to a pudding 
like consistency, about 5 more 
minutes.  Transfer to a heat-
proof bowl;  press plastic wrap 
directly on the surface and re-
frigerate until cooled, 1½ to 2 
hours.

Preheat the oven to 325.  
Butter two 9-inch round cake 
pans;  line the bottoms with 
parchment paper and butter the 
paper,  lightly dust the bottoms 
with flour, tapping out the ex-
cess.  Combine the flour, bak-
ing powder, pie spice and salt 
in a large bowl and whisk to 
combine.  Beat the butter and 
sugar in a large mixing bowl 
at medium-high speed until 
light and fluffy about 3 min-
utes.  Beat in the eggs, one at 
a time, then beat in the vanilla.  

Add the flour mixture in three 
batches, alternating with the 
milk in two batches;  beat until 
just combined.  Divide batter 
between two pans.  Bake until 
light golden brown on top and 
the center springs back when 
gently pressed, 30 to 35 min-
utes.  Transfer to a rack and let 
cool 10 minutes in the pans, 
then remove the cakes to racks 
to cool completely.  Remove 
and discard the parchment.

Put 1 cake layer on a cake 
stand or platter.  Spread the 
pumpkin filling on top, leaving 
a ½-inch border.  Top with the 
second cake layer.  Make the 

whipped cream.  Combine the 
heavy cream, powdered sugar, 
milk powder and vanilla in a 
large metal bowl.  Beat with a 
mixer on medium-high speed 
until medium peaks form, 3 to 
4 minutes.  Spread the whipped 
cream all over the cake and re-
frigerate until ready to serve, 
at least 20 minutes.  Sprinkle 
with pumpkin pie spice before 
serving.

Final Thoughts
Halloween was a wild night 

on Mason and Oak Street.  We 
had hundreds of little people, 
a few bigger people, and even 

dogs dressed up.  The cos-
tumed treaters were all just as 
my grandma used to say,  “Cut-
er than a bug’s ear.”  They also 
were very polite.  We on Mason 
and Oak Streets were grateful 
to the Village of Lena and the 
Police Department for block-
ading the street.  The children 
were safe, and it made all of us 
who live on these streets happy 
to watch them cross the streets 
without worry.  Thank you 
again, Village and Police.  I fi-
nally got my summer furniture 
put in the basement.  I have two 
elves who showed up to tote 
and haul.  I feel relieved that job 

is done.  Now I have to wait for 
my lawn company to get things 
cleaned up.  I really will be 
ready for winter.  We continue 
to look for holiday recipes for 
both Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas.  We are in the market for 
recipes that use cranberries, ap-
ples or pumpkins.  We are also 
in the market for some seasonal 
side dishes and some soup reci-
pes that use fall veggies.  If you 
would like to share, contact us 
in person or by mail at From 
Lena’s Kitchens, Shopper’s 
Guide at 240 W. Main St. or 
email us at scoopshopper@rv-
publishing.com. 



Page 14        THE SCOOP TODAY / SHOPPER’S GUIDE        Wednesday, Nov. 10, 2021

 help wanted

 real estate

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

MerchandiseEmployment
Real Estate
For Sale/Rent Automobiles For Sale Plumbing Servicesemployment for sale rentals & real estate automotive services offered

SPINHIRNE 
TRANSFER

Looking for drivers.
Must have good driving record.

We are local and regional commodity hauling company.
We provide a very competitive hourly wage plus paid 

vacation.

Contact Greg Spinhirne at 815-275-4215 
to schedule an interview

402686

Drivers

To place an ad in our
Help Wanted Section
Call (815) 369-4112

Full-Time Opportunities Available

Call to Schedule a PHONE INTERVIEW

TEXT

 97211
ColonyJobs

OR APPLY ONLINE@ColonyBrands .com

to

& Affiliates 

Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D/V/H

MUST BE 16 
YEARS OLD

800-487-9477

MONROE, WI

Part-Time & Flexible Scheduling
1st Shift 
2nd Shift
3rd Shift 

$16/hr
$18/hr
$21/hr

Shipping Line Workers
Forklift Operators
Bakery Line Workers
Sanitation Workers

RINGNow

406441

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial 
status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers 
are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone 
number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUS-
ING OPPORTUNITY

Brewster Cheese has immediate 
openings for Hourly Production 

Employees in all areas of the plant.
We are a 24 hour/day, 7 day/week 

cheese operation.  We are currently in 
need of 2nd and 3rd shift positions at our 

Cheese Manufacturing Facility.  Schedules may vary, but typically 
will be a 6 day on / 2 day off rotation.
Minimum Required Qualifications:

1. High School Diploma or GED
2. Excellent Attendance
3. Strong interpersonal, communication and organization skills, 
must be able to multi-task.

Please fill out an application in person between the hours
 of 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. at the following location:

Brewster Cheese Company, 941 E. North Ave., Stockton,  IL  61085

Resumes can also be sent to StocktonHR@brewstercheese.com  
 
Benefits including Health Insurance, Retirement Plan, Paid Vacation, 

Shift Premium, and Bonus Potential.  Tobacco and Drug Free 
Employer.   Equal Opportunity Employer

Please no phone calls.
393747

392953

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing, your hometown 

newspapers serving the stateline has an opening 
for an experienced Media Sales Representative to 
call on current and new accounts in a protected 
sales territory. 

Growing area with many new businesses, this is 
a great opportunity for the right applicant.

We publish newspapers, shoppers and niche 
publications throughout the stateline. You have 
the opportunity to sell into all Rock Valley 
Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making your 
paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising

Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

Lena-Winslow School District currently 
has an immediate opening for a Cook. The 
position is 5 3/4 hours/day at $11.50/hr. If 
interested, please send a resume to Mark 
Kuehl, Principal, LWHS 516 Fremont St., 

Lena, IL 61048.
Le-Win Transportation Department has an 
opening for a Van Driver. Bus passenger 
endorsement is needed, but not a CDL. 

Route is approximately 3 hours/day. There 
is the potential to do 5 hours/day. Starting 

pay is $17.75/hr. If interested, please send a 
letter of interest to Duane Reed, LW CUSD, 
401 Fremont St., Lena, IL 61048. Questions 
may be directed to Duane at 815-668-0805.

Applications accepted until positions are 
filled. Lena-Winslow CUSD #202 is an Equal 

Opportunity Employer. 407412

Apartments

 for rent

NOW RENTING
62 yrs of age or older
Handicap/Disabled 
Regardless of age
Small pet welcome

PEPPERMINT SQUARE APTS
LENA, IL 

• 1 bedroom apartments available
• Remodeled with new appliances 
and A/C and many more updates

• Rent based on 30% Adjusted Income

Schaible Properties
815-369-5147

This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer 407446

Lena 1 BDRM 2nd floor. Appli-
ances furnished. No Smoking 
$375 mo. 815-369-2827

Find your next home
in the classifieds



Wednesday, Nov. 10, 2021       THE SCOOP TODAY / SHOPPER’S GUIDE       Page 15

NOTICE OF LEASE OF PROPERTY
OWNED BY THE VILLAGE OF STOCKTON AND 

INVITATION TO BID

The Village of Stockton will accept bids for the lease, under the 
successful bid, of the following described property:

36.4 acres, more or less, of farm ground commonly 
referred to as the “landfill farm ground” located in part 
of the NE 114 of Section 18, Township 27 North, Range 
5 East of the 4th P.M., Jo Daviess County, IL, located 
in the general vicinity of the Stockton landfill near the 
former railroad tracks in Wards Grove Township.

Bids for the lease of said property are hereby invited and will be 
received by the village Clerk, Stefanie Hatley, in person at the 
Village Hall, 155 W. Front Ave., Stockton, IL or by mail at P.O. 
Box 186, Stockton, IL 61085.

Bids shall bear the legend “Bid-Lease of Farm Ground” and the 
name and address of bidder. Bids will be accepted until the close 
of business on December 10, 2021. Bids should be accompanied 
by a check for 10% of the lease amount bid for 1 year and be 
made payable to the Village of Stockton.

Said lease shall be for the three (3) year term beginning March 
1, 2022 and ending February 28, 2025. The cash farm lease shall 
provide half of the annual amount of the rent to be paid on March 
1st of each year of the lease term and the balance to be paid by 
December 1st of each year of the lease term.

All bids received will be opened and read during the regular 
meeting of the Board of Trustees at the Village Hall on Tuesday, 
December 14, 2021, at 7:00 p.m.

A lease may be awarded to the highest bidder whose bid is 
found to be in the best interest of the Village of Stockton. The 
Trustees reserve the right to reject any and all bids and to waive 
any informalities or irregularities in the bidding. The Trustees 
further reserve the right to review and study any and all bids and 
to make a lease award within 30 days after the bids have been 
opened and read. The checks of unsuccessful bidders shall be 
returned by mail.

Additional information concerning terms and conditions may be 
obtained by contacting the Village Clerk at 815-947-2515.

407269

 transportation

FIND BARGAINS IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS

 for sale
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IF SO, WE WILL RUN YOUR AD IN THE
SCOOP TODAY AND SHOPPER’S GUIDE AT

No Charge!

Ads will not be accepted without the following information. Only one free ad per month.

YOUR NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you selling a single item for

LESS THAN $100?

$$$ $$$
Private Party Only

Just fill out the coupon below and drop off or mail to:
Rock Valley Publishing, FREE Ad,

240 W Main St Suite B, Lena IL 61048

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

38
81

58

Automobiles
1991 MUSTANG 5.0 LX CON-
VERTIBLE. Red with white top & 
leather interior. 24k original miles. 
Excellent condition. Phone 262-
844-6147.

1997 JAGUAR XK8 CON-
VERTIBLE low mi., good cond. 
$12,950 OBO 262-945-9224 or 
leave msg.

2003 TOYOTA ECHO 1.5L 
124,235 mi. Engine runs good. 
Needs work. (707) 259-2353 
$800 best offer.

2005 AUDI A6 Good cond., black 
exterior, black leather interior, 
$3,500. OBO. 262-895-9535.

2006 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX 
Great shape, runs great. Many 
new parts! $3000. OBO. Call 
262-745-2294.

2008 PONTIAC VIBE Exc. cond, 
no rust. Well maintained, high mi-
lage. Synthetic oil. $1,200. 262-
758-0735. Must sell.

2011 CHEVROLET HHR 2.4 ltr 
engine, well maintained, leath-
er heated seats, cruise control, 
auto trans, sun/moon roof. Trans-
mission, rear fuel & amp; evap & 
brake lines, spark plugs, serpen-
tine belt, & tensioner replaced 
recently. $3100. make offer. Call 
262-498-0030.

2011 DODGE JOURNEY AWD, 
remote start, 85,000 actual mi. 
Needs some work. Good cond. 
$4500. Call 262-221-2905.

2013 SUBARU TRIBECA 71,000 
mi., exc. cond Darien. $15,500. 
262-882-4299

‘62 CHEVY 2-DOOR IMPALA 
283 auto.  New floors, trunk, 
quarters, no rust.  Powder coated 
frame.  $7000/OBO.  608-934-
5562 or 608-558-7612

Boats
SMOKER -16.5” On trailer. 30HP 
Evinrude Never been in water. 2 
tanks, foot control troller. $4,500 
Text (262) 989-4112

Farm Machinery
STEAM ENGINE REPLICA Full 
size, homemade, runs on gaso-
line. $2,000 262-862-7070

Parts & 
Accessories

4 COOPER TIRES LT245 75R 
16, on a Chevy Silverado 6 hole 
rims, like new. AND an 8’ WEST-
ERN snow plow. 815-858-5444

Sports/Classic 
Cars

AMC CARS & PARTS For sale. 
Text (262) 989-4112

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday
at 4 pm

MerchandiseEmployment
Real Estate
For Sale/Rent Automobiles For Sale Plumbing Servicesemployment for sale rentals & real estate automotive services offered

Trucks & Trailers
2000 CHEVY S-10 Jump cab, 6 
cylinder, automatic, 4 x 4, runs 
well. $3,500. Residential plow 
attachment available for $495. 
(262) 949-6997 Delavan.

2000 FORD RANGER SUPER 
CAB 6 cylinder, automatic, 4 x 
4, great truck. $3,950. Residen-
tial plow attachment available for 
$495. (262) 949-6997 Delavan.

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

Visit our web site at: www.rvpublishing.com

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Free
KITTENS! Litter box trained, 
healthy & very friendly. Call or 
text 815-618-8699

Misc. For Sale
COUCH-LOVESEAT-CHAIR 
w/ a floral print in yellow/white, 
$125. ENGLISH show saddle, 
$50. 815-275-1408

v v v v v v

By Kay Shipman
FARMWEEK

When a tornado, flood or 
other disaster strikes, rural of-
ficials might not know Rural 
Development can help. Molly 
Hammond, acting state direc-
tor for Illinois Rural Devel-
opment, points out they don’t 
have to wait for a disaster. In 
fact, it’s better if they don’t.

“There’s programs to pre-
pare. They can find ways to 
prepare for disaster, like an 
early warning siren, if they 
need a new one,” Hammond 
told FarmWeek.

A recently released USDA 
resource guide compiles Ru-
ral Development programs 
and assistance in one place. 
“This guide is there to help 
them know what to look for,” 
Hammond said of the Disas-
ter Resiliency and Recovery 
Resources guide.

The guide outlines 40-some 
Rural Development programs 
and services for rural resi-
dents, businesses and com-
munities to support disaster 
planning and recovery.

Hammond explained the 
guide’s information grid gives 
an at-a-glance way to learn 
who is eligible to apply for 
different programs that are 
grouped by categories of as-
sistance. Those categories are: 
economic development plan-
ning and housing, education 
and training, infrastructure 
and equipment, and industry 
and entrepreneurship support 

Rural Development wants 
rural areas disaster-ready

and business development.
The guide “breaks down 

categories to help applicants 
narrow it down,” she added.

Applicants are not limited 
to local units of governments, 
but include nonprofit orga-
nizations and cooperatives, 
such as electric and agricul-
ture cooperatives; hospitals, 
libraries, faith-based organi-
zations, community colleges, 
universities and eligible edu-
cation institutions.

The resource guide also 
features examples of how 
USDA programs were used 
to support recovery efforts. 
Hammond said Illinois re-
ceived $1.7 million in assis-
tance when 27 counties were 
designated federal disaster 
areas in 2019. Another time, 
five communities received 
$618,000 for help with com-
munity water systems after a 
disaster.

Beyond Rural Develop-
ment, the guide summarizes 

technical assistance available 
from federal agency partners, 
such as the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
and the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services, 
that work with USDA to sup-
port rural communities in di-
saster planning and recovery. 

Hammond said work on the 
new national resource guide 
stemmed from former state 
Rural Development Director 
Colleen Callahan’s time in 
Washington, D.C., working 
on the 2012 drought. At that 
time, officials developed a 
national recovery website to 
compile federal assistance 
and information and align re-
sources.

 
This story was distributed 

through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Asso-
ciation. For more food and 
farming news, visit FarmWee-
kNow.com.

rots away. As local news 
crumbles, so does our tether 
to one another.”

People want to know 
what’s going on in the towns 
and neighborhoods where 
they live, work and raise 
families. Their access to 
news and local information 
shouldn’t depend on their ZIP 
code.

 
Sen. Steve Stadelman, 

D-Loves Park, has 
represented the Rockford 
area in the Illinois Senate 
since 2013.

• Opinion   
(Continued from page 10)

MOWERY AUTO PARTS

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks

392194

LOCAL NEWS ON-LINE
rvpnews.

com
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WINTER BUILD SALE
Get started today @ ClearyBuilding.com 

800-373-5550 • ClearyBuilding.com

Get started today @ ClearyBuilding.com 

• Strongest Structure 
    in the Industry

• We Manufacture & 
   Construct Our Product

• Custom Designs & 
    In-House Engineering

• Featuring                 Doors

•                           Lifetime Steel Warranty 
Contact us to Discover the Cleary Advantage

Custom Designed & Built to Last

Oregon, IL
815-732-9101

40
37

97

Your “Main Street Chiropractors”
with over 40 years service to our community

• Palmer Graduates • Digital X-Ray
• BCBS Provider • Electronic Insurance Billing

Liles Chiropractic 
Clinic, Ltd.

Dr. Jared Liles  &  Dr. Jim Liles
238 W. Main St. • Lena

815-369-4974
M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Saturday by Appointment.

397192

Now proudly accepting United Healthcare
and Quartz insurance plans.

815-291-2866

New installation • Remodeling • Routine maintenance • Repairs

Hello!  I am Shawn Becker – the owner 
of Becker Superior Heating and Air 
Conditioning in Lena, Illinois. I am 
knowledgeable and experienced in 
residential and commercial heating and 
air conditioning for new construction, 
remodeling, routine maintenance, and 
repairs on furnaces, air conditioners, and 
ductless mini-splits. I offer 24-hour HVAC 
service on all brands of equipment. You 
can reach me at 815-291-2866 for any of 
your HVAC needs.

9300 US Highway 20 West • Lena, IL 61048
www.superiorhvacservices.com

406990

Orangeville United Methodist 
Church to offer free carry-out 
Thanksgiving dinner

On Thursday, Nov. 25, 
there will be a community 
wide Thanksgiving dinner 
carry-out offered to the public 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
Orangeville United Methodist 
Church located at 111 S. East 
St.  Although not required, it 
is recommended to call ahead 
and place your order.  The car-

ry out meals are free and open 
to all. 

To place and order, or if 
you or someone you know 
cannot attend, but would like 
a dinner delivered to your 
home, please contact the Or-
angeville United Methodist 
Church 815-789-3170.  

Highland honors 
Veterans with ceremony 
and recognition

Highland Community Col-
lege will honor and recognize 
veterans during a flag ceremo-
ny with NJROTC from Free-
port High School at 12:30 
p.m. at the flagpole in front of 
the Marvin-Burt Liberal Arts 
Center Building M at 2998 W. 
Pearl City Rd., Freeport, IL, 
and during the playing of the 
national anthem at the High-
land Men’s Basketball opener 
on Thursday, Nov. 11.

The Highland Cougar 

Men’s Basketball team will 
play the Duhawks from Loras 
College at 7 p.m. in the Lar-
ry F. Kahl Gymnasium at the 
Sports Complex/YMCA. Vet-
erans will have to show iden-
tification for free admission to 
the basketball game. Veterans 
will receive a special gift at 
the basketball game.

For more information on 
Highland Community Col-
lege and other events, visit 
highland.edu.

would have predicted a 1.1 
percent decline, meaning the 
additional 2.5 percent can be 
attributed to the pandemic.

The biggest enrollment 
declines were in Pre-K and 
kindergarten, with pre-K 
enrollment dropping 17 per-
cent and kindergarten enroll-
ment dropping 8 percent.

The report also shows a 
disturbing increase in chron-
ic absenteeism since the 
pandemic began. More than 
one in five students, or 22.8 
percent, missed 10 percent 
or more of all school days in 
the year. That’s up from 13.4 
percent in 2019, the most re-
cent full pre-pandemic year.

The increase in absentee-
ism was especially notable 
among English learners, 
Black and Hispanic students.

Officials cautioned, how-
ever, that the 2021 figures 
might not be reliable because 
of the number of students 
who were engaged in remote 
learning, where taking accu-
rate attendance counts can 
be more challenging.

“We know from nation-
al studies from the (U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention) that school 
districts serving primarily 
Black and Hispanic students 
provided the least access 
to in-person learning last 
year,” Brenda Dixon, ISBE’s 
research and evaluation of-
ficer, said during a briefing 
on the report. “We suspect 
that less access to in-person 
learning contributed to low-
er engagement among Black 
and Hispanic students.”

The report card also 
showed declines in student 
performance on standard-

• Impact   (Continued from page 9)

ized tests, although those 
numbers are still preliminary 
because schools were given 
the option of administering 
those tests this fall due to 
the number of buildings that 
were still not fully open in 
the spring. Full results will 
be published next spring.

All students in grades 3-8 
take what’s called the Illi-
nois Assessment of Read-
iness, or IAR, which cov-
ers English language arts 
and math proficiency. High 
school students are tested in 
11th grade by taking the SAT 
exam.

The preliminary results 
showed fewer students meet-
ing grade-level standards 
compared to 2019, especial-
ly among younger students 
who may have struggled 
more to engage in remote 
learning, Dixon said.

The number of students 
meeting grade-level stan-
dards dropped 17.8 percent 
in math and 16.6 percent in 
English language arts, with 
the biggest declines seen 
among English language 
learners and low-income 
students.

The rate of ninth-grade 

students who were on track 
to graduate dropped 5.1 per-
cent from 2019, reflecting 
an increase in students re-
ceiving failing grades, ISBE 
said. Students are identi-
fied as on track if they have 
earned at least five full-year 
course credits and have re-
ceived no more than one se-
mester of an “F” grade in a 
core subject.

Agency officials said 
ninth-grade students who 
are on track are almost four 
times more likely to gradu-
ate than those who are not 
on track, and one of the most 
effective ways to increase 
graduation rates is through 
active, early intervention 
by identifying ninth-graders 
who are at risk and provid-
ing them with tutoring, addi-
tional instruction and other 
individualized services.

“The Illinois State Board 
of Education is encouraging 
schools to watch this cohort 
closely and to utilize federal 
pandemic relief funds for re-
search-based interventions, 
especially for current ninth- 
and 10th-graders who are 
not on track for graduation,” 
Ayala said during the brief-
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ing. “We are also launching 
a $25 million high-impact 
tutoring program early this 
coming year to provide these 
types of individualized ser-
vices to students across the 
education continuum.”

Ayala also noted that Illi-
nois has received nearly $8 
billion in federal pandem-
ic relief funding to address 
the gaps that resulted from 
remote learning. Ninety per-
cent of that money was paid 
directly to school districts 
that will decide locally how 
to spend it, but ISBE has 
earmarked the remaining 
10 percent for things like 
bolstering special education 
services, closing the digital 
divide, and mental health 
services for students and ed-
ucators.

One area of academic per-
formance that did improve 
was in college and career 
preparation. The report 
card showed the number of 
students taking courses for 
both high school and college 
credit grew 12 percent from 
the prior year, to 72,490. 
Advanced Placement en-
rollment grew 1.6 percent, 
to 129,574, and CTE en-
rollment inched up a frac-
tion of a percentage point to 
287,191.

Officials attributed that to 
increased funding in recent 
years for programs that cov-
er the cost of taking AP ex-
ams for low-income students 
as well as for CTE education 
overall.

The state’s overall teacher 
retention rate—the three-
year average of the per-
centage of full-time teach-
ers returning to the same 
school from the previous 
year—also rose more than 
a percentage point, to 87.1 
percent, although retention 
rate was lower among Black 
teachers.
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