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24-HOUR SERVICE ON ALL BRANDS

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

www.superiorhvacservices.com

New installation • Remodeling
Routine maintenance • Repairs
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g Free Estimates
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ACCIDENTS HAPPEN!
Let us take the worry out of having your vehicle repaired.

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 After winning their first 
game of the season, the Le-
na-Winslow boys’ varsity 
basketball squad went on 
a five-game losing streak.  
After a tough loss to a Bel-
leville, Wisconsin team, 
the Panthers struggled to 
recover.  They went on to 
lose their next four, three 
of which were losses by ten 
points or less.  

 With a record of 2-6, the 
Panthers prepared to play in 

the Erie Tournament to end 
their 2021.  Le-Win got the 
tournament off to a good 
start with a 51-46 win over 
Orion.  It was a good confi-
dence boost for the Panthers, 
as they picked up their third 
win of the season with a 
tough opponent ahead. 

 Later that day, the Pan-
thers faced off with a Beech-
er squad in a game that 
would require overtime de-
cide.  Heading into the extra 
period tied 44-44, Beecher 
outscored the Panthers 7-6, 

handing the Panthers their 
seventh loss of the season.  
They would not let the over-
time loss deter them, howev-
er.  The Panthers managed to 
bounce back with back-to-
back wins in their next two 
games.  

 On Wednesday, Decem-
ber 29, the Panthers faced 
off with Mercer County in 
their third game of the tour-
nament.  The first quarter 
had plenty of scoring as both 
teams combined for twen-
ty-five points.  Le-Win held 

the advantage, however, go-
ing into the second quarter 
up 15-10. 

 Luke Benson caught fire 
in the second quarter.  The 
senior guard hit a trio of 
three-pointers and totaled 
thirteen points in the second 
quarter, helping to extend 
the Panthers’ lead.  In fact, 
Luke scored every single 
second quarter point for the 
Panthers, leading them to a 
28-22 lead heading into half-
time. 

 It was Brody Mahon who 
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Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

Panthers earn back to back wins
took over in the third quarter.  
Mahon posted twelve third 
quarter points, including a 
pair of his own three-point-
ers.  Luke added another 
five points of his own as the 
duo helped the Panthers take 
a 47-31 lead into the final 
quarter.  With a sixteen-point 
cushion, Le-Win managed to 
coast their way to a 56-37 
victory over Mercer County.  
Mahon led the team in scor-
ing with twenty-three points, 
while Luke was right be-
hind him with twenty of his 
own.  Both of them hit four 
three-pointers on the game 
as the Panthers hit on nine 
total threes in the game.  The 
offensive breakout was nice 
to see as Le-Win looks to 
climb back to five hundred 
on the season. 

 The next day, the Panthers 
were set to face off with a 
5-6 Stark County team.  At 
4-7 themselves, the Pan-
thers were slight underdogs.  
However, it appeared to be 
an even matchup from the 
start.  

 It was the three-point 
shot that sparked momentum 
for the Panthers in the first 
quarter.  Both Mahon and 
Ayden Packard hit a three as 
Le-Win looked to keep up 
with Stark Co.  The Panthers 
found themselves trailing 
12-10 at the end of the first. 

 Some good defense in the 
second quarter, to go along 
with six points from Luke, 
the Panthers managed to flip 
the cards before halftime 
as they led Stark Co. 23-18 
heading into the break. 

 Le-Win put on a dis-

play of chemistry in the 
third quarter.  As a team, 
they combined for fourteen 
points.  No individual scored 
more than four points in the 
quarter, however, as five 
Panthers helped contribute 
those fourteen points.  While 
holding Stark to just five 
points in the third, Le-Win 
managed to take another big 
37-23 lead into the fourth. 

 With the fourteen point 
advantage, the Panthers 
managed to coast their way 
to a 40-29 victory for their 
fifth win of the season.  De-
spite being just 1-5 at one 
point, the Panthers are now 
4-2 over their last six games.  
Lena-Winslow Head Coach, 
Kyle Benson, never gave up 
hope on his squad as he re-
mained focused on the task 
at hand.  Quite simply, Kyle 
credits the recent success to 
“just playing better.”  

 The Panthers have gone 
back to the basics and that 
has paid off for them.  Kyle 
explained, we are turning the 
ball over less, taking better 
shots, and playing sound de-
fense.”  While he is satisfied 
with their improvement in 
recent weeks, Kyle remains 
focused on improving each, 
and every, day.  “We still 
have some areas to shore 
up.”  Kyle said, adding “Our 
kids are trusting this process 
and we are hoping our best 
basketball is still ahead of 
us.”  

 The Panthers will be back 
in action on Saturday, Jan-
uary 8, when they travel to 
Orangeville for their first 
game of 2022.  
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Thank you from the Melvin Kempel family
 The family of Melvin Kempel would like to thank the many 
friends and family members who showed their support at dad’s 
recent passing as well as those who took care of him over the 
past several years.  The cards, flowers, phone calls, memorial 
donations, funeral and visitation attendance are all greatly 
appreciated.  Special thanks to Dr. Tawfik and his staff, Lena 
Living Center caregivers, Lana Haas, Leann Heimerdinger, 
Dee Scace, Jodi Nieman and Melinda Baker for the extra 
special care given to dad over the past several years.

 Jeff, Joel, Jack and Jay Kempel and families 410479

Vivian Otte
is celebrating her 100th Birthday 

on January 13!
Shower her with cards and let this 
lovely lady know she is honored 
for her long and productive life!

SEND CARDS TO HER AT:
Lena Living Center
1010 S. Logan St.
Lena, IL 61048

410480

DONALD BATES
 Donald S. Bates Sr. age 

83, passed away on Friday 
Dec. 24, 2021 at SSM Health 
Monroe Hospital. He was 
born on Sep. 27, 1938 in 
Pennsylvania to Harry and 
Dolly (Oberlander) Bates. He 
married Joyce Vogt in 1959 in 
Tinicum, PA. He worked for 
US Gauge for many years in 
Pennsylvania until moving to 
Wisconsin in 1976 to farm. 
He loved going to auctions 
and his life’s passion was col-
lecting antiques.

 He is survived by his wife 
Joyce of Orangeville, IL, 
4 children; Don (Ly Hang) 
Bates Jr. of Sterling, IL, Den-
nis Bates of Racine, WI., 
Deb (Steve) Dundee of Juda, 
Wi., and Darryl Bates III of 
Las Vegas, NV. Grandchil-
dren; Don Bates III, Jessica 
Bates, Thanh Pham, Dennis 
Bates Jr, Daniel Bates, Crys-
tal Bates, John Harris, Tanya 
Rutledge, Amanda Weisensel, 
Ella Dundee, Cody Bates, 
Makayla Bates, Katie Chap-
man, Dustin Chapman, Ken-

zie Chap-
man. Great 
g r a n d c h i l -
dren; Jor-
dan Bates, 
D e n v e r 
G o b r e c h t , 
Chance Ru-
eter, Rosie 
R u t l e d g e , 

Nola Rutledge, Braylen John-
son, Brody Weisensel, Scot-
tlyn Bates, Nova Chapman 
and Ivy Chapman.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, son David 
Bates, daughter Dawn Chap-
man, grandchildren; Keanah 
Bates, Robert Bates, twin sis-
ter Lillian and brothers Walter 
and Harry.

 Visitation will be held 
from 5 p.m. until 8 p.m.  on 
Thursday Jan. 6, 2022, at 
the Cramer-Leamon Funeral 
Home in Orangeville, IL.  
Private family services will 
be held with Chaplain Shirley 
Kelter.  Interment will be in 
Sunset Acres.  Condolences 
may be sent to the family at 
www.leamonfh.com.

LISA VANDERHEYDEN
 Lisa Ann Vanderheyden, 

age 56, of Stockton IL passed 
away Friday, Dec. 31, 2021.  
She was born Jan. 3, 1965 to 
Truman (Dale) and Margaret 
(Punky) Hubb.   She married 
Ronald Vanderheyden, her 
high school sweetheart, on 
Feb. 6, 1988.  Lisa was taken 
by a brief illness not related to 
Covid-19.  

 Lisa held an accounting de-
gree from Illinois State Uni-
versity.  She worked various 
accounting jobs throughout 
her career.  She also co-owned 
Full Throttle Powersports 
with her husband Ron. God 
blessed Ron and Lisa with 
an only child, Erin Ann, on 
Jan. 25, 2001.  Before Erin 
Lisa was an avid snowmobile 
enthusiast.  After Erin, Lisa 
was a doting and dedicated 
Dance Mom which dominat-
ed her winter months.  She 
enjoyed boating and riding 
side by sides the other three 
seasons.  Lisa loved the North 
Woods of Wisconsin and had 
planned to relocate to Minoc-
qua upon retirement.  She was 
an avid college football fan 
and watched every game she 
could regardless of who was 
playing.  She also was an avid 
Stockton High School sports 

fan.  Lisa 
was an In-
dycar fan 
and attended 
many rac-
es over the 
years.  

 
Lisa was a 
kind, caring, 

generous person that touched 
many lives.  She was a won-
derful Aunt to 11 nieces and 
nephews, 7 great nieces and 
nephews, and 3 great-great 
nieces and nephews.  Lisa is 
survived by Ron and Erin as 
well as her parents Dale and 
Punky Hubb. She is also sur-
vived by her brothers Steve 
(Sue) Hubb and Ken (Mi-
chelle) Hubb, and sisters Su-
san (Brad) Toppert and Jenni-
fer Hubb.  Her mother-in-law 
Jane Vanderheyden and her 
had a very special relation-
ship.  Jane thought of Lisa just 
as she did her own children. 

 The funeral service will be 
held Saturday Jan. 8, at Wesley 
Methodist church in Stockton 
at 4 p.m.  There will be a 
visitation at Hermann Funeral 
Home in Stockton on Friday 
Jan. 7, from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Condolences may be shared at 
www.hermannfuneralhome.
com. 

Obituaries

KATHARINE 
FRAUTSCHY

 Katharine Frautschy age 
87, of Orangeville passed 
away on Thursday, Dec. 30, 
2021, at Lena Living Center. 
She was born on Jul. 16, 1934, 
in Monroe, WI to Roland and 
Clara (Leiser) Lenz. She mar-
ried Glenn Frautschy on Oct. 
1, 1960, at Stavers Methodist 
Church and were married for 
61 years. 

 She was a loving mother 
and wife and was a lifelong 
resident of Orangeville.  She 
worked for the Orangeville 
Community Bank and Oran-
geville School District.  She 
also provided daycare for 
countless children and worked 
for Bowen Oil Company until 
her retirement.

 She is survived by 4 chil-
dren; Lynn (Jerry) Lokken 

of Monroe, 
Wis, John 
F r a u t s c h y 
of Madi-
son, WI, 
Paul (Kate) 
F r a u t s c h y 
of Lena, IL 
and Heidi 
(John) Pardo 

of Seattle, WA. 6 grandchil-
dren; Calvin Pardo, Kelly 
(Curt) Gratz, Amanda (Peter) 
Jordan, Quinten Green, Layla 
Mattson, and Clayton Oliver. 
5 great grandchildren; Emma, 
Abi, and Zion Gratz, and Jack 
and Henry Jordan.

 She was preceded in death 
by her parents and husband 
Glenn Frautschy.  Services 
will be held at a later date.  
Condolences can be sent to 
the family at www.leamonfh.
com.

RICHARD LAWFER
 Richard Lawfer, age 89, 

of Stockton, IL passed away 
Tuesday, Dec. 28, 2021. He 
was born in Freeport, IL on 
May 15, 1932 to the late 
Merle and Ethel (Erwin) 
Lawfer. Richard married Lou 
Ann Carroll in Jan. of 1952. 
Lou Ann passed away on 
Nov. 11, 2010. 

 He was a member of 
Christ Lutheran Church in 
Stockton and the Highland 
Chapter of Pheasants Forever 
and was awarded member of 
The Long Spur Society 2020. 
He served on the Stock-
ton Fire Department for 34 
years, from 1958-1992 and 
was Fire Chief from 1967-
1968. Richard was the former 
owner of L&N Auto Service 
and Stockton Auto Body. He 
loved hunting and training 
foxhounds and bird dogs. He 
was a long-time member of 
Rack and Wing Hunt Club. 
He had a passion for John 
Deere tractors. He was also 
a lifetime St. Louis Cardinals 
and Stockton Blackhawk fan. 

Richard is survived by his 
two sons, Jan (Bonnie) Law-
fer and Kim (Nancy) Lawfer; 
his grandchildren, Jamie (Ni-
cole) Lawfer, Jayson (Jen-

ny) Lawfer, 
Katy (Matt) 
S p r u n g e r 
and their 
c h i l d r e n , 
Noah and 
Elijah, Rich 
(Kim O.) 
Lawfer and 
their daugh-

ter, Ryleigh Lou Ann, Dave 
(Emily) Dixon and their chil-
dren, Jenna, Libby and Ken-
dall, Barb (Scott) Manske 
and their children Brandon, 
and his son, Jacob, Katelyn 
and her son, Easton, and Ol-
ivia. 

 He was preceded in death 
by his parents; his wife; his 
son, Rex; his two brothers, 
Freeman and Kenneth; and 
his sister, Eula Jean Smith.

 The funeral service was 
held on Tuesday, Jan. 4, at 
11 a.m. at Christ Lutheran 
Church in Stockton. There 
was a visitation on Monday, 
Jan. 3 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
at Hermann Funeral Home 
in Stockton. Interment 
took place at Ladies Union 
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers 
a memorial fund has been 
established. Condolences 
may be shared at www.
hermannfuneralhome.com. 

IRENE DAVES
 Irene Charlotte Daves, 

age 87, of Stockton, IL 
passed away Monday, De. 
27, 2021. She was born on 
May 17, 1934 in Slcheusen, 
Ostp Preusen. Irene mar-
ried Charles Daves in 1950. 
Charles passed away on Oct. 
27, 2013. 

 Irene had worked at At-
wood in Stockton for 33 
years. She loved baking, 
flower gardening and going 
to her German Coffee Clutch-
es on the weekends. Most of 
all, Irene loved spending time 
with her family, especially 
her grandchildren.  

 She is survived by her 
sons, Charles (Marilyn) 
Daves of Aurora, CO, Alfred 
(Sandy) Daves of Dubuque, 

IA, and Rick Daves of Stock-
ton, IL; her daughter, Tonya 
(Mark) Heller of Stockton, 
IL; and her grandchildren, 
Brandon (Taydra) Bernhardt, 
Ryan (Madison) Bernhardt, 
Joel Daves, Michael (Jen) 
Daves, Scott (Kara) Daves 
and Jodi Daves. She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents; 
her husband; her son, Sigfried 
Daves; her 4 brothers, Otto, 
Hanz, Earnst and Alfred; and 
her 3 sisters all of Germany. 

 A private family service 
will be held. Interment will 
take place at Woodbine 
Cemetery. Donations can be 
made to either the Stockton 
or the Warren EMS in her 
memory. Condolences 
may be shared at www.
hermannfuneralhome.com. 

WILDRED A. 
WULFEKUHLE

Wildred “Willie” A. 
Wulfekuhle, age 84, died 
Dec. 31, 2021, near Winslow, 
IL. He was taken to his Heav-
enly home surrounded by his 
wife, several children, and 
grandchildren at his residence 
where he had farmed for over 
47 years. Willie was born on 
Jun. 22, 1937, in Earlville, 
Iowa to Clem and Marie 
Wulfekuhle as the youngest 
of six kids. 

 He worked at John Deere 
Dubuque Works in Dubuque, 
IA in his younger years. On 
May 30, 1964, he married 
Joanne Hafeman at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church in 
Dubuque and together they 
raised five children on their 
family farms, first in Worth-
ington, Iowa and then near 
Nora, Illinois. Farm life was 
Willie’s love, and his work 
ethic was unsurpassed as he 
cared for the cattle, chickens, 
and hogs, plowed the land, 
and worked the soil, always 
having faith that God would 
provide for them. With God’s 
help, he was able to finish 
combining his final corn crop 
this fall that he also plant-
ed this spring. He worked 
through the tough years, cel-
ebrated the good years and 
was a man of great faith and 
kindness. Willie served many 
years on both the Warren 
School Board and the Nora 
Township Board. His farming 
family was awarded the Jo 
Daviess Conservation Farm 
Family award in 2001.  He 
served in the U.S. Army from 
1961 to 1963.

 To know Willie was to love 
him. He enjoyed good polka 
music, carpentry, fixing ma-
chinery, watching wrestling 
and sports, wearing his Bib 
overalls, and was always 
known for his hearty strong 
handshake, even until days 
before he passed. He was a 
man of incredible patience, 
calmness, and integrity.

 Willie is survived by his 
wife Joanne who farmed 
alongside him. His children 

are Tim 
( C h r i s ) 
Wulfekuhle 
of Winslow, 
IL, Chris 
( A n d y ) 
Stiefel of 
Sun Prairie, 
WI, Deb 
(Scott) Kent 

of Winslow, IL, Steve (Jai-
me) Wulfekuhle of Nora, IL 
and Mark (Brooke Moore) 
Wulfekuhle of Warren, IL.  
He leaves behind Grandsons 
Greg Kent, Ryan Kent, Brett 
Stiefel, Brandon Stiefel, Jor-
dan Stiefel, Tyler Wulfekuh-
le, Noah Wulfekuhle, Keaton 
Wulfekuhle, and Brayden 
Wulfekuhle.  Granddaughters 
are Ellie Kent and Bryana 
Wulfekuhle. Many of Willie’s 
grandchildren worked side 
by side with him on the farm 
throughout the years and will 
certainly miss his presence on 
the farm. He is survived by 
six great-grandchildren Char-
lie Kent, Chase Kent, Callum 
Kent, Camree Kent, Dante 
Dietel, and Nevaeh Stiefel.  
He is further survived by his 
sister Virginette Hoffman of 
Guttenburg, Iowa and many 
nieces and nephews.

 Willie was preceded in 
death by his parents, brothers 
LeRoy, Jerome, and Lester, 
and sister Leveda Drees.

 A Catholic Funeral Mass 
will be held on Saturday, Jan. 
8, 2022 at 12:30 p.m. at St. 
Ann’s Catholic Church, 608 
E. Railroad Street, Warren, 
IL. Please know masks will 
be required out of safety and 
respect for the family. 

A visitation for family and 
friends will be held from 9:30 
a.m. until time of the Catho-
lic Funeral Mass.  Father Mi-
chael Morrisey will be offici-
ating the service.  Burial will 
take place at St. Ann’s Cath-
olic Cemetery in Warren, IL.

The family would like to 
thank SSM Monroe Clin-
ic Hospital and Hospice for 
their care and compassion 
during this time.  A memori-
al has been established in his 
memory.

your source for on-line news:
RVPNEWS.

COM
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CASH
FOR CANS
MARKET

PRICE
Crushed or Uncrushed

Prices subject to change

WE BUY:
• Iron • Copper • Brass
• Radiators • Aluminum
• Rebuildable Car Parts

Northwest
Metals

Formerly Crossroads Metals

MONDAYS AND
THURSDAYS

3 to 5
SATURDAYS 9 to 12

4906 N. Crossroads Rd., Lena
2 miles W. of Rt. 73 on Rt. 20;

then 1 mile North

CALL 815-369-4731

392684

B&B Hillside Repair

Owners
Brent & Brock 

Kappes
9807 E. Binkley Rd. • Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-3297 Cell: 815-275-1184

BOLENS • TROY-BILT • LAWN BOY

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR
Dolmar Chain Saws

 DR Brush & Field Mowers

Sales & Service
Our Services Include:

• All types of Automotive Repair 
- for cars, trucks and SUVs

• Lawn & Garden 
- all makes and models

Home Standby Generators

392686

MOWERY AUTO PARTS

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks

392194

Reflections on 
2021, stepping 
forward to ’22

 It’s that time of year. Out 
with the old, in with the new. 
It would be an understatement 
to say that I welcome the 
new. It would more of an 
understatement that I still 
mourn the old. But I’m 
getting there.

 It’s been a year of hardship 
for me as well as a year of 
healing. Mostly healing. 
When I look back to last 
January, I can honestly say 
I was walking around in a 
complete fog. It’s a wonder 
I got out of bed, much less 
wrote columns—which I did. 
I didn’t miss a one. 

 I think meeting those 
deadlines helped in ways 
I didn’t understand at the 
time. They forced me to 
do something—anything. 
That, in turn got me up each 
morning. It made me shower 
and get dressed and pretend to 
exert some normalcy in a life 
that was anything but normal 
at the time. 

 People were counting 
on me to tap out 600 or 
so words each week and I 
think that helped to keep 
me going. People were 
counting on me—at a time 
when I couldn’t count on 
myself, when I couldn’t, or 
wouldn’t—do something for 
me, because I didn’t have it in 
me. I was exhausted. Beyond 
that, honestly.

 There was no gas in 
the tank. I felt completely 
empty. Still do, sometimes, 
but the emptiness is slowly 
dissipating. The tank is slowly 
being replenished. It’s been a 
process. It is a process. 

 And in the end, I have 
not only the growth and the 
renewal of my life, but I have 
my written words. Columns 
that came out of the depths of 
grief as well as the depths of 
healing and finding life anew. 
Columns demonstrating the 
miracle of hope. The miracle 
of the continuance of life. 

 My written words helped 
keep me alive. I’m so glad 
they helped others, but just as 
much they helped me.

 I guess what I’m trying 
to say is “Thank you.” In so 
many ways, this column kept 
me going. Kind messages and 
emails from readers kept me 
afloat. They kept my head 
above water at a time when 
I wasn’t sure whether I’d 
drown or not.

 When I think about how 
far I’ve come, tears stream 
down my face. I can’t stop 
them and don’t think I’d want 
to. I’ve learned that tears 

can cleanse. Tears can heal. 
And 2021 has been a year of 
healing for me, as I hope it 
has been for others. 

 I hope I never have to 
repeat this growth, but now 
that I’m going into 2022, I’m 
glad for all the lessons, all 
the heartache and all the pain. 
Because pain can become 
strength. Heartache can 
become joy. Lessons can help 
you become the teacher. 

 I can boldly say I am not 
the same person I was a year 
ago; she is but a shadow of 
me. I look no different from 
the outside, but my inside has 
changed most completely. 

 Would I go back to my old 
self, my old me? I’m not sure 
I could anymore. When you 
change, you change. 

 Would I want to live out 
the life I’d planned? Yes. 
Of course I would. That got 
taken from me and that will 
never change. This life I am 
living is not what I planned; 
it’s what I have, still. And in 
looking ahead to 2022, I can 
say firmly and unabashedly 
that I look forward to the 
future. 

 I couldn’t say that a year 
ago, but I can with resolute 
confidence now. Bring it on 
2022. Let’s grow together. 
Let’s meet some new friends. 
Let’s dance and laugh and 
live this life. 

 With that, I offer a huge 
thanks to all of you who have 
made this new me possible.

 Your support has been life-
changing. Big hugs.

 Jill Pertler is an award-
winning syndicated columnist, 
published playwright and 
author. She invites readers to 
follow the Slices of Life page 
on Facebook.

By
JILL
PERTLER
Columnist

Slices of life

Workshop, Toy Storage, Farm, Commercial, & Shouse

800-373-5550 • ClearyBuilding.com

Workshop, Toy Storage, Farm, Commercial, & Shouse

Featuring:

Custom Designed & Built to Last

• Virtual Planning with 
Floor Planner

• Explore building designs 
from simple to spectacular

Get Started at ClearyBuilding.com

Oregon, IL
815-732-9101

410269

LOCAL NEWS ON-LINE
rvpnews.

com
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Your “Main Street Chiropractors”
with over 40 years service to our community

• Palmer Graduates • Digital X-Ray
• BCBS Provider • Electronic Insurance Billing

Liles Chiropractic 
Clinic, Ltd.

Dr. Jared Liles  &  Dr. Jim Liles
238 W. Main St. • Lena

815-369-4974
M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Saturday by Appointment.

397192

Now proudly accepting United Healthcare
and Quartz insurance plans.

The Scoop Today
Shopper’S Guide

“Committed to the communities we serve”

EDITOR: Kathleen Cruger
Advertising Sales: Cyndee Stiefel: lenaads@rvpublishing.com

Office Manager: Jessica Tessendorf

To Contact The Scoop Today & Shopper’s Guide:
Telephone: 815-369-4112 • 815-947-3353 • Fax: 815-369-9093

Email: News/Letters to the Editor: scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
Ads: ads@rvpublishing.com

Classifieds: scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
Billing Office: businessoffice@rvpublishing.com

Available online at: rvpnews.com
Mailing Address: 

The Scoop Today/Shopper’s Guide
240 W. Main Street, Suite B, Lena, IL 61048

TO SUBSCRIBE:
• Yearly subscriptions to The Scoop Today and Shopper’s Guide are available at $25 

annually for Jo Daviess & Stephenson Counties and $39.95 annually for those out of the 
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 The Northwest Illinois 
Daily (a cooperative fundrais-
er) announces its December 
winners. The Daily Drawing 
is a drawing for 365 daily cash 
prizes from Oct. 1, 2021 to 
Sep. 30, 2022, to those donat-
ing for a ticket. Over $21,000 
is paid out to ticket holders 
during the drawing year. Cash 
prizes vary between $50 and 
$250. A ticket may win mul-
tiple times as each ticket re-
mains in the drawing each day 
for the entire year, no matter 
how often it may be drawn.  

1st  $50  Kathy Heinkel, 
Lena

2nd $50  Elly Renner, Ga-
lena

3rd $50 Randy Evans,
 Carpentersville
4th $50 Ken Thruman, 

Warren
5th $50 Myron Koester, 
 Elizabeth
6th $50 Nicole Girot, 
 East Dubuque
7th $50 Terry Heim, Galena
8th $50 Dena Boehm, 
 Elizabeth

9th $50 Cindy Conrad, 
 Dubuque, IA
10th $50 David Weide, Ga-

lena
11th $50 Tony Pierce, 
 Stockton
12th $50 Lorri Larson, 
 Monroe, WI
13th $50 Charly Fleege, 
 Galena
14th $50 Christy Simmer, 
 Rock City
15th $50 Lilann Lyons, Ga-

lena
16th $50 Michael Carroll, 
 Elizabeth
17th $50 Peg Dittmar, 
 Elizabeth
18th $50 Greg Christ, Ga-

lena
19th $50 Gary Holland, 
 Hanover
20th $50 Bart Hydd, 
 Clinton, IA
21st $50 Taryn Manns, 
 Bakersfield, CA
22nd $50 Pat Olsen, Ha-

nover
23rd $50 Rita Brown, Ga-

lena
24th $150 Greg Jones, 
 Scales Mound

Local students named to Columbia College 
Fall 2021 Semester dean’s list 

 Columbia College recently announced its dean’s list for the 
Fall 2021 Semester (Aug. to Dec. 2021) To be named to the 
dean’s list, a student must have completed 12 semester hours 
in a 16-week period and achieved a minimum GPA of 3.5 on a 
4.0-point scale. 

 The following students who received the honor from the 
area include Alexondria Edler from Lena, Mackenzie Endress 
from Pearl City, and Lindan Legel from Stockton.

Master Gardener 
program offers 
hybrid training

 The University of Illinois 
Extension is pleased to an-
nounce that Master Gardener 
Training will be held in Ste-
phenson County starting in 
February.  Interested people 
can apply now for the train-
ing.  Applications can be ob-
tained by calling the office at 
(815) 235-4125 or on the web 
at go.illinois.edu/jsw.

 The training includes 
videos, a Master Gardener 
manual, reading materials, 
and quizzes. Participants 
will complete videos and 
reading assignments on their 
own and then meet in-person 
on Tuesday mornings at the 
University of Illinois Exten-
sion-Stephenson County for 
discussion, review, and fol-
low-up. Training consists 
of 11 sessions conducted on 
Tuesdays, starting on Febru-
ary 15, and concluding April 

26, from 9 a.m. to Noon. 
 Coursework covers bot-

any, soils and fertility, plant 
disease, entomology, inte-
grated pest management, 
annuals and perennials, tree, 
shrubs and woody vines, 
lawns, small and tree fruits, 
vegetables, U of I resources, 
and more!  Once training is 
complete, participants join 
the existing Master Garden-
er volunteers in service to 
our community, fulfilling the 
Master Gardner mission. 

 Pre-registration is required 
to attend Master Gardener 
Training. An orientation in-
terview will be conducted 
with participants in advance 
of the class. Registration 
for the training is $175. For 
more information about Mas-
ter Gardener Training contact 
Nikki Keltner at (815) 235-
4125.

College news

393050

December Northwest Illinois Daily Drawing winners
25th $250 Justin & Emily
 Blue, Dubuque, IA
26th $50 Carter Wild, Ha-

nover
27th $50 Paula Haas, 

Stockton
28th $50 Kim Barrett, 

 East Dubuque
29th $50 Don Schaible,
 Hanover
30th $50 Lizzy Eaton, Ga-

lena
31st $150 Yara Kirk, Glen-

coe

Jesse White extends 
driver’s license and id 
card expiration dates 
until March 31

Illinois Secretary of State Jesse White announced 
that expiration dates for driver’s licenses and 
ID cards have been extended an additional three 
months – from Jan. 1, 2022, to March 31, 2022. This 
extension does not apply to commercial driver’s 
licenses (CDL) and CDL learner’s permits. White 
noted this will be the final extension. 

 “During the pandemic, my office has continued to 
serve the public, including face-to-face transactions, 
in a safe and responsible manner,” said White. 
“This extension is necessary as my office continues 
to address the heavy customer volume caused by 
the COVID-19 pandemic through expanded online 
services and the introduction of appointments at 
select Driver Services facilities.”

Public Act 102-678 authorizes the Secretary of 
State’s office to extend driver’s license and ID card 
expiration dates to March 31, 2022. 

Throughout the pandemic, White’s office has 
launched a diversified effort to address the heavy 
customer demand at facilities caused by the ongoing 
pandemic by requiring appointments at select 
facilities and expanding online services. These 
efforts include:

Requiring appointments at select Driver Services 
facilities for behind-the-wheel road tests, REAL IDs, 
standard driver’s licenses and ID cards. Customers 
may visit ilsos.gov for a list of participating 
facilities, as well as to schedule an appointment. 
New appointment slots will be available each day at 
ilsos.gov. 

Expanding remote renewal for driver’s license 
and ID card holders. Since fall, the office has been 
mailing letters to eligible customers with expired 
driver’s licenses and ID cards requiring them to 
renew online, by phone or by mail. The office 
estimates that this will eliminate the need for 
approximately 1 million people to visit a facility. 

Urging the public to consider using online 
services at ilsos.gov instead of visiting a facility 
for transactions such as purchasing license plate 
stickers, obtaining a duplicate driver’s license or ID 
card, and renewing driver’s licenses and ID cards, 
including REAL IDs, for those who are eligible.

As a reminder, the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security has extended the federal REAL ID deadline 
to May 3, 2023.
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Our Area Churches Welcome You

Please call 815-369-4112 or 815-947-3353 if you wish to have your church listed on the church page.

APPLE RIVER UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

102 E. Baldwin St., P.O. Box 188, 
Apple River, IL 61001

Pastor Libby Rutherford (815) 990-1428
 Church (815) 594-2223
• Sunday Worship – 9 a.m.
• Bible Study - Every Monday 9 a.m.
Friendly Folks - Casual Attire - Join Us!

CALVARY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

315 W. Maple St., Stockton, IL 61085
Pastor Jonathan Singleton (815) 947-2414
E-Mail: calvaryum@yahoo.com
• Sunday Worship – 10:00 a.m.
• Sunday School – 8:45 a.m.

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ELCA STOCKTON

600 N. Main St., Stockton
Pastor Chrissy Salser (815) 988-9450
E-Mail: clc600@mediacombb.net
Find us on Facebook at ChristOnMainSt
• Worship times:  Saturday, 5:30 p.m.
   Sunday, 10 a.m.
• Sunday School: Sunday, 9 a.m.

EBENEZER – SALEM UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST

P.O. Box 102, Pearl City, IL  61062
Currently served by Guest Speakers
 See Facebook or call 815-291-1965
• Sunday Worship: Currently 8:30 a.m. 
    (may vary)

Services alternate monthly at 2 locations
•  Jan. worship is at Ebenezer-UCC Church
   5421 S. Stone Church Road

EVANGELICAL FREE 
CHURCH OF LENA

720 N. Freedom Street, Lena, IL  61048
Rev. Scott Wilson Associate Pastor of 
Youth
• Sunday Morning Worship
  – 10:00 a.m.
• ABF - 8:45 a.m.
• Awana Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
• Listen to Pastor’s weekly sermon 
 at www.lenafreechurch.org

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
411 S. Main Street, PO Box 236, 

Pearl City, IL  61062
(815) 443-2177

email: pearlcityumc@gmail.com
Website: pearlcityumc.org

Find us on facebook at 
www.facebook.com/pcumcil

Pastor Doug Carroll (815) 541-3159
• Sunday Worship – 8:00 a.m.
• Sunday School – during worship after the 
children’s message

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
309 S. Main Street, Elizabeth, IL 61028

email: firstumcofelizabeth@gmail.com
Pastor Roger Bronkema   815-291-6261
email: rbronkema18@gmail.com
• Sunday Worship - 8:30 a.m.
• Women’s Faith Group - 
 1st Tuesday monthly - 9:30 a.m.
We are handicapped accessible
Find us on Facebook at 
 www.facebook.com/fumcelizabeth

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

118 East Mason Street, Lena, IL  61048
Pastor Miho Yasukawa 
   (815) 369-5552
• Sunday Worship – 9:30 a.m.
• Sunday School – 10:45 a.m. (Sept. - May)
• Piece Corps Quilters – 
 Wednesdays at 8:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

GRACE BIBLE CHURCH OF 
WOODBINE

1904 S. Vel Tera Road, Elizabeth, IL 61028
Pastor Michael Burdett (815) 858-3843
• Sunday Worship – 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
• Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
• Prayer meeting – Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
Sunday services broadcasted at 11:30 a.m. on 

Radio WCCI 100.3 FM

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC CHURCH
223 E. Front Avenue, Stockton, IL  61085

Father Mike Morrissey (815) 947-2545
• Saturday Evening Mass – 4:30 p.m.
• Sunday Mass – 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. 
  and 5:00 p.m.
• Reconciliation Saturday – 3:30 - 4:15 p.m.
• Parish Hall for Rent – Seats 200

LENA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
118 West Mason Street, Lena, IL  61048

Pastor Keri Rainsberger (815) 369-5291
• Sunday Worship – 9:00 a.m.
• Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
• Daily Dial-A-Devotion 815-369-4411

McCONNELL UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
211 Hulbert Rd. P.O. Box 97, 

McConnell, IL  61050
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/mcconnellumc
Email: info@McConnellUMC.org 
“Like” us on Facebook
Pastor Rev. Doug Carroll (815) 541-3159
• Sunday Worship – 9:30 a.m.
• KidZone: 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 
     1st & 3rd Thursday - monthly
* We are handicapped accessible

SALEM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
8491 West Salem Road, Lena, IL  61048

(Turn on Salem Road at Eleroy Rest Stop)
(815) 369-4511

• Sunday Worship – 10:00 a.m.

SCHAPVILLE ZION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

635 East Schapville Road, Elizabeth, IL 
61028

Pastor Dottie Morizzo  
 (815) 845-2272  
 Cell (815) 238-0670
www.schapvillezion.org
• Sunday Worship Service – 10:00 a.m.
• Sunday School – 10:00 a.m.
• Bible Study Classes Available

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
536 E. Schapville Road, 
Scales Mound, IL  61054

Church number (815) 845-2061
Rev. James Mehltretter
Website: www.shepherdofhill.com
• Sunday Worship – 8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
• Sunday School (Sept. – May) – 8:45 a.m.
• Holy Communion is celebrated weekly.

ST. ANN CATHOLIC CHURCH
608 East Railroad, Warren, IL  61087

Father Skrobutt (815) 745-2312
• Sunday Mass – 8:00 a.m.
• Reconciliation Sunday – 7:30 - 7:50 a.m.

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod

625 Country Lane Drive, Lena, IL  61048
Rev. Rick Bader (815) 369-4035
• Saturday Evening Worship – 5:30 p.m.
• Sunday Worship – 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
• Blast Program at 9:00 a.m.
• High School & Adult Sunday School at 
9:15 a.m.

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America

229 S. First St., Pearl City, IL 61062
www.stjohnspearlcity.org

815-443-2215
• Sunday Morning Worship – 9:00 a.m.
• Christian Education for all Ages - 10:15 
a.m.
Handicapped Accessible

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

8315 S. Massbach Road, Elizabeth, IL  61028
Pastor Susan Davenport
Church: 815-589-3367
• Sunday Worship – 9:00 a.m.

“Celebrating 164 Years of Faith”

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH
105 West Webster, Apple River, IL  61001

Father Skrobutt (815) 745-2312
• Saturday Mass – 6:00 p.m.
• Reconciliation Saturday – 5:30 – 5:50 p.m.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH
410 West Lena Street, Lena, IL  61048
Father Skrobutt (815) 369-2810
• Saturday Mass – 4:00 p.m.
• Sunday Mass – 10:00 a.m.
• Reconciliation Saturday – 3:30 – 3:50 p.m.

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH - 
KENT

The Little Church with a Big Heart
1334 Sunnyside Road, Kent, IL 61044

1/2 mile north on Kent Road
• Sunday Worship – 9:30 a.m.
• Holy Communion every Sunday
• Women Meet at 9 a.m. on the 2nd Sunday
• Chair Lift to Sanctuary

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH ELCA

209 Clinton St., P.O. Box 445, 
Warren, IL  61087

Vicar Michelle Knight
       (815)745-3444
www.stpaulswarren.org
• Saturday Worship – 5:00 p.m.
• Sunday Worship – 10:00 a.m.
• Sunday School – 10:00 a.m.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
CHURCH OF STOCKTON

219 N. Pearl St., Stockton, IL 61085
www.uuchurchofstockton.org
Rev. Armida Alexander (815) 947-3812
A LGBT Friendly Church
Services and Religious Education are on 
Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
A progressive, liberal religious and welcoming 
congregation that encourages individuals to 
search for their own answers to life’s ultimate 
questions. Our living faith now draws from 
many sources including the wisdom traditions 
of the world’s religions and the findings of 
science.

WARREN UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

Corner of Water & Jefferson St., Warren, IL
Pastor Roger Bronkema (815) 291-6261
email: rbronkema18@gmail.com
• Sunday Worship – 9:30 a.m.
• Adult Sunday School before Worship
• Children Sunday School - During the 
service
Communion Every First Sunday
* Handicapped Accessible

WESLEY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

Corner of Hudson & Benton St., 
Stockton, IL  61085

Pastor Doug Carroll (815) 541-3159
• Sunday Worship – 11 a.m.
• Adult Bible Studies Available
• Communion Every 1st Sunday
• First Sunday potluck following church 
services.
Find us on website StocktonWUMC.org
or Facebook-Stockton Wesley United 
Methodist Church
* Handicapped Accessible

WILLOW UNITED METHODIST
6522 S. Willow Road, Stockton, IL 61085

Pastor Cheryl Carroll (815) 541-7020
• Weekly Sunday Worship – 9:30 a.m.
 with community fellowship following
• Sunday School – 11 a.m.
 www.willowfolkfestival.com

WINSLOW GRACE BIBLE CHURCH
197 Carver Street, Winslow, IL  61089

Pastor Robert Patin (815) 230-1862
608-669-5770
• Sunday Worship – 10:45 a.m.
• Sunday School – 9:45 a.m.

YELLOW CREEK CHURCH OF THE 
BRETHREN

12602 W. Dublin Road, Pearl City, IL
Pastor Ellis Boughton • 815-864-2049
Email: ellis.boughton@live.com
• Sunday Services – 10:00 a.m.
• Sunday School – 9:15 a.m.
 (when available)

ZION COMMUNITY CHURCH
10100 W. Sabin Church Rd., 

Pearl City, IL 61062
Pastor Wayne Fischer • 815-266-6260
Pastor Chip Sohl • 815-541-1425
• Sunday Worship Service – 9:00 a.m.
• Children’s Church - during church service
• Prayer Shawl Knitting Tuesday at 6:30 
p.m.
• Bible Study Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

392658
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REMAIN COMPLETELY ANONYMOUS

“Get Involved, Without Getting Involved”
Stephenson County Crime Stop, Inc. est. 1981

Crime Stop Works!
IN STEPHENSON COUNTY

call 815-235-7867 (STOP)

download our app
www.sccrimestop.com @sccrimestop

39
38

74

End of the Season Sale

20 E. Stephenson St., Downtown Freeport  815-235-4911 ritewayfreeport.com
Holiday Hours - Mon - Fri 9 to 5, Closed New Years Day & Sunday YOUR LOCAL

DEALER

Northwest IL Largest Furniture,
Mattress & Appliance Dealer

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

18 Months/18 Payments, No Interest OR 90 Days
Same as Cash & ask about other financing options

DON'T FORGET RITE-WAY GIFT CERTIFICATES FOR THE HOLIDAYS!DON'T FORGET RITE-WAY GIFT CERTIFICATES FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

Pictures, Mirrors, Bean Bags, Hassocks,
Lamps, Carpet Remnants, Candles & Much More

Buy Now, Pay with your Tax Return
Also, FREE Layaway,   FREE Delivery and
FREE Haul Away. See store for details.

All Mattress from Serta &
Therapedic Mattress are on Sale.
Check out the Closeout Serta
Mattresses while Supply Last.

Over 40 to choose from!
 Al Wood, Bernard's,
Urban, A America, Ashley

Look for great deals on all name brand
appliances and ask about our bundle pricing!

410527

Mazy McGinniss named to Dean’s List at 
UW-Superior

 The University of Wisconsin-Superior has named Mazy 
McGinniss of Lena to the Dean’s List for academic achieve-
ment during the Fall 2021 semester.

 To be named to the Dean’s List, students must have com-
pleted 12 degree-seeking semester credits and achieved at least 
a 3.50 grade point average (on a 4.0 scale).

New club offers 
youth opportunity to 
explore local forests

 What better way is there for 
youth to enjoy the outdoors than 
to do so with others their age 
while learning all about forests 
in Illinois? “The 4-H Forestry 
Club is the perfect opportunity 
to have local youth learn about 
the woodlands in Stephenson 
County,” explains University of 
Illinois 4-H and Youth Program 
Coordinator Brenda Heimann. 

 In the Forestry Club, youth 
will learn tree identification, 
tree measurement, compass 
and pacing, topo maps, plot 
measurements, and silvicul-
ture or the art and science of 
controlling the establishment, 
growth, composition, health 

and quality of local forests and 
woodlands. Participants will get 
to hike through various wood-
lands throughout Stephenson 
County as well as plant an oak 
tree savannah and visit a local 
sawmill. 

 The Forestry Club is open 
to all youth currently in fifth 
through twelfth grades. A 4-H 
membership is not required. 
Youth will meet six times be-
tween March and August at var-
ious locations around Stephen-
son County. To register for the 
Forestry Club, visit go.illinois.
edu/forestryclub or call 815-
235-4125. There is no fee to 
join.

Pearl City Elevator 
scholarships available 
The Pearl City Elevator is proud to sponsor the 

‘Agriculture First’ scholarship program. The  company 
is supportive of the agriculture industry and thus the 
scholarship program has been  created to improve and 
support the future of the agriculture industry. 

 Pearl City Elevator will award up to three $500 
scholarships to qualifying students furthering their 
education in an agricultural field. Any high school 
senior graduating in 2022,  pursuing a two or four-year 
degree in livestock production, crop production, or 
closely related  agricultural field is eligible. 

 Scholarship applications can be found at www.
pcecoops.com.  Applications and essays can be 
submitted through email.  A short 

zoom interview will be conducted as well.   A 
school official must complete the lower section of 
the application. Applications must be  postmarked or 
submitted by Monday Jan. 19, 2022.   Please call 815-
443-2512 with questions.

Driver Services facilities to close through Jan. 17
Due to an increase in COVID-19 

cases statewide, Illinois Secretary of 
State Jesse White is announcing that 
all Secretary of State departments will 
not conduct in-person transactions—
including Driver Services facilities—
from Jan. 3, through Jan. 17. 

All departments and Driver 
Services facilities will reopen 
on Tuesday, Jan. 18. White is 
encouraging the public to visit ilsos.
gov for online services. Online 
transactions will remain open for 
all departments to conduct office 
services, including, but not limited to 
the following:

• Renewing a license plate sticker.
• Renewing a driver’s license 

or ID card for those who qualify 
(individuals may call 217-785-1424 
to confirm their eligibility or to obtain 
their PIN). 

• Obtaining a duplicate driver’s 
license or ID card.

• Obtaining a driver record abstract.
• Filing Business Services 

documents, such as incorporations 
and annual reports.

In addition, the Drivers and 
Vehicles Services hotline phone 
number will remain open at 800-
252-8980. Customers with issues 
involving administrative hearings 
may email adminhearings@ilsos.gov 
or call 312-793-3722 or 217-782-
7065.

As a reminder, White has extended 
all driver’s license and ID card 
expiration dates to March 31. 
This extension does not apply to 
commercial driver’s licenses (CDL) 
and CDL learner’s permits.

“After careful consideration and 
out of an abundance of caution, we 
have decided to close all Driver 
Services facilities beginning Jan. 3 
through Jan. 17 due to the spike in 
COVID-19 cases,” said White. “The 

health and safety of employees and 
the public remains paramount, and 
face-to-face transactions potentially 
increase the further spread of the 
virus. Our goal is to safely reopen all 
offices and Driver Services facilities 
on January 18 for face-to-face 
transactions.”

In addition, White greatly 
expanded remote renewal for driver’s 
license and ID card holders. Since 
this fall, White’s office mailed 
letters to eligible customers with 
expired driver’s licenses and ID 
cards requiring them to renew online, 
by phone or by mail. The office 
estimates that this helps to eliminate 
the need for approximately 1 million 
people to visit a facility. 

The U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security has extended the federal 
REAL ID deadline to May 3, 2023.

For more information, visit ilsos.
gov.

The unemployment rate 
decreased over-the-year in 
all fourteen Illinois metro-
politan areas in November 
for the eighth consecutive 
month according to prelim-
inary data released today by 
the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics (BLS) and the Illi-
nois Department of Employ-
ment Security (IDES). Jobs 
were up in all fourteen met-
ropolitan areas.

“November’s continued 
positive growth is anoth-
er encouraging sign for our 
strengthening economy,” 
said Deputy Governor Andy 
Manar.

“As we look towards the 
new year, Illinois is commit-
ted to building on this mo-
mentum, to ensure workers 
and businesses continue to 
thrive across the state.”

Over-the-year, total non-
farm jobs increased in all 
fourteen metropolitan areas. 
The metro areas which had 
the largest over-the-year 

percentage increases in total 
nonfarm jobs were the Car-
bondale-Marion MSA (+4.6 
percent, +2,600), the Chi-
cago-Metropolitan Division 
(+4.0 percent, +141,000),  
the Champaign-Urbana MSA 
(+3.8 percent, +4,400) and 
the Kankakee MSA (+3.8 
percent, +1,600). The indus-
tries that saw job growth in 
a majority of metro areas 
included: Leisure & Hospi-
tality (fourteen areas); Oth-
er Services and Government 
(twelve areas each); Whole-
sale Trade and Transporta-
tion, Warehousing & Public 
Utilities (eleven areas each); 
Professional & Business Ser-
vices (ten areas); Mining and 
Construction (nine areas); 
Manufacturing and Educa-
tion & Health Services (eight 
areas each).

The metro areas with the 
largest unemployment rate 
decreases were the Chica-
go-Napervi l le-Arl ington 
Heights Metropolitan Divi-

Unemployment rates down for the eighth 
consecutive month, jobs up in all metro areas

sion (-4.1 points to 4.8 per-
cent), Lake County-Kenosha 
County, IL-WI Metropolitan 
Division (-2.1 points to 3.5 
percent), the Decatur MSA 
(-2.0 points to 6.1 percent) 
and the Elgin Metropolitan 
Division (-2.0 points to 4.3 
percent).  The unemploy-
ment rate decreased over-
the-year in all 102 counties. 

Rockford MSA
The not seasonally adjust-

ed unemployment rate de-
creased to 6.5 percent in No-
vember 2021 from 7.4 per-
cent in November 2020. The 
last time the November rate 
was equal to or lower was in 
2019 when it was 4.7 percent.  
Total nonfarm employment 
increased by +4,000 over the 
year.  

The largest payroll gains 
over the year were in Lei-
sure-Hospitality (+1,700), 
Transportation-Warehous-
ing-Utilities (+900), Govern-
ment  (+700), Construction 
(+400), Retail Trade  (+300), 
and Educational-Health Ser-
vices (+300). Profession-
al-Business Services (-400) 
and Manufacturing (-100) 
sectors recorded employ-
ment declines over the year.

Ogle County
The not seasonally ad-

justed unemployment rate 
decreased to 4.2 percent in 
November 2021 from 5.4 
percent in November 2020. 
The last time the November 
rate was equal to or lower 
was in 2019 when it was 3.8 
percent.  

Total nonfarm employ-
ment increased +200 over 
the year.  

Construction (+225), Pro-
fessional-Business Services 
(+50), and Leisure-Hospi-
tality (+50) had the largest 
payroll gains over the year.    
Trade-Transportation-Utili-
ties (-100) and Manufactur-
ing (-50) sectors recorded 
the largest employment de-
clines over the year.

Stephenson County 
The not seasonally adjust-

ed unemployment rate de-
creased to 4.0 percent in No-
vember 2021 from 5.4 per-
cent in November 2020. The 
last time the November rate 
was equal to or lower was in 
2019 when it was 3.4 percent.  
Total nonfarm employment 
increased +375 over the year.  

Construction (+125), 
Government (+100), Lei-
sure-Hospitality (+50), and 
Manufacturing (+50) had 
the largest payroll gains over 
the year.  All other industries 
held steady over the year. 

College news
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Bring a SMILE to someone’s face.
Share with us a photo and details of 
your recent engagement, wedding or 

anniversary at no charge.
Stop in at the Shopper’s Guide/The Scoop Today newspaper 
office 240 W. Main St., Suite B, Lena with your info or email 

us at scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
404764

Regional Ag Sales
Reps Wanted

20%-30% Commission
Rates on Sales

Submit your application
to sales@alpineag.xyz

410536
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www.edwardjones.com

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor

640 W. South St, #4
Freeport, IL 61032
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We Understand Commitment
You can rely on Edward Jones for one-on-one attention, 
our quality-focused investment philosophy and straight 
talk about your financial needs. To learn more, call today

240 W. Main St., Suite A, Lena, IL 61048
815-369-4225 410540

www.radersinsurance.com 
www.westpointmutual.com
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May You Have A 
Healthy & Prosperous 

New Year
Nick, Annie & Kris

Milking Medicaid: 
State-contracted insurance 
firms balk at paying front-
line medical providers, 
threatening the viability of 
leading hospitals and clin-
ics, and imperiling Illinois’ 
entire Medicaid program.

By David Jackson
and Kira Leadholm
BETTER GOVERNMENT 
ASSOCIATION

The privatization of Illi-
nois’ health care system for 
the poor has shifted hundreds 
of millions of dollars in prof-
its to insurance companies 
and away from frontline med-
ical providers, a Better Gov-
ernment Association investi-
gation has found.

The four-month exam-
ination—including dozens 
of interviews and a review 
of thousands of previously 
unpublished documents—re-
veals a system largely bereft 
of government oversight in 
which for-profit insurance 
companies routinely deny, 
delay and reduce reimburse-
ments to providers who treat 
low-income families, foster 
children, pregnant women 
and the elderly.

The result is a state Med-
icaid program run as an in-
surance industry profit center, 
while service for the needy 
falters. The four nationwide 
insurance companies—called 
managed care organizations, 
or MCOs—last year were 
paid a record $16 billion from 
taxpayers.

The financial strain on 
frontline health care provid-
ers—along with the state’s 
failures to intercede on their 
behalf—has prompted thou-
sands of complaints to state 
officials and lawsuits alleging 
the MCOs’ pursuit of corpo-
rate profits have put many 
providers on the edge of bank-
ruptcy.

Those most severely af-
fected are the state’s 3 million 
Medicaid recipients. Hospi-
tals say they were forced to 
turn away thousands of pa-
tients. Group homes for dis-
abled adults were shuttered, 
programs for drug addicts 
were cut and ambulance driv-
ers were laid off, according to 
government records filed by 
medical providers.

Illinois Department of 
Healthcare and Family Ser-
vices Director Theresa Eagle-
son, who took over the agen-
cy in 2019, acknowledged 
the conflicts and said she has 
taken steps to mediate com-
plaints and more effectively 
steward taxpayer money.

Eagleson said her prede-
cessors’ rapid push to com-
plete privatization created 
growing pains in one of the 
largest expenditures in state 
history. Now, her adminis-
tration is convening regular 
summit meetings and building 

Jo Daviess County releases 
Christmas bird count results

 The results of the 2021 
Christmas Bird Count, which 
was conducted by members 
of the Eagle Nature Foun-
dation and the Jo Daviess 
Conservation Foundation on 
Dec. 16, have been released 
by Terrence N. Ingram, the 
compiler for this count ever 
since its inception in 1966.

 The number of birds and 
the variety of birds counted 
during this year’s count is the 

lowest ever recorded. Only 
889 birds of 33 species were 
counted by the four teams and 
bird feeder watchers. During 
the first count in 1966 con-
ducted by two persons on 
one team, 1,370 birds were 
counted.  The results of the 
2021 Count reflect the decline 
in bird life that has been seen 
across the nation and was doc-
umented in Terrence Ingram’s 
book, Silent Fall. 

Insurance firms reap billions in profits while doctors get stiffed for serving the poor
systems to more rapidly medi-
ate disputes.

“We have really tried to 
change that paradigm, and 
I’m hearing from some of the 
same people that it’s work-
ing,” Eagleson said. “I’m 
hearing from legislators, I’m 
hearing from providers, I’m 
hearing from trade associ-
ations: It’s not perfect, but 
you’re listening, and we can 
tell you’re trying, and gosh 
we appreciate it. It is really 
changing.”

Frontline Medicaid pro-
viders agree the new initia-
tives are positive steps, but 
they are skeptical whether it’s 
enough to balance a playing 
field pitting giant insurance 
firms focused on their bot-
tom lines against local practi-
tioners who say they put mis-
sion before profits. They also 
complain about the executive 
revolving door between the 
state’s watchdog agency and 
the insurance companies they 
are supposed to be watching.

“This is a broken system,” 
said Michael Sunderland, di-
rector of accounts receivable 
at Chestnut Health Systems, 
a 700-employee mental health 
treatment agency based in 
central Illinois.

“Reimbursement issues 
seem to be a part of the MCOs’ 
business mode—deny, delay 
and don’t pay,” Sunderland 
said. “When that happens, pa-
tient care is impacted, and it’s 
not just at one organization.”

Problems threaten 
the viability of Illinois 
Medicaid

The Illinois legislature 
began to privatize Medicaid 
in 2011 under then-Gov. Pat 
Quinn, a Democrat. Officials 
promised to save taxpay-
er dollars, improve care for 
low-income patients and give 
them more choices when se-
lecting doctors and clinics. 

Before then, the state paid 
each doctor, clinic or hospital 
a fee for every Medicaid ser-
vice rendered.

The privatization acceler-
ated under Republican Gov. 
Bruce Rauner in 2018 and 
was embraced by current Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker, a Democrat.

Under their current con-
tracts with the state, four 
for-profit MCOs are supposed 
to quickly reimburse practi-
tioners who care for Medicaid 
patients. Medicaid rules say 
the MCOs must pay 90 per-
cent of providers’ uncontested 
claims within 30 days and 99 
percent within 90 days.

But many providers allege 
the MCOs deploy bureaucrat-
ic dodges and opaque billing 
error codes to skirt the federal 
rule, make partial payments, 
pay years late or deny claims 
without explanation.

A BGA analysis exam-
ined several years of “quar-
terly statements” the four 
state-contracted MCOs are 
required to file by the Illinois 
Department of Insurance.

During the first six months 
of 2021, three of the MCOs—
Meridian Health Plan of Illi-
nois, Aetna Better Health of 
Illinois and Molina Health-
care of Illinois—reported a 
combined total revenue of 
$5.2 billion from their Illi-
nois Medicaid contracts, from 
which they took $294 million 
in profits.

Those profits did not in-
clude hundreds of millions of 
dollars in management fees 
the MCOs paid to their parent 
companies, Centene Corp., 
CVS Health and Molina 
Health, respectively. None of 
those firms responded to BGA 
requests for comment.

The fourth for-profit Illi-
nois Medicaid contractor, a 
subsidiary of insurance giant 
Blue Cross Blue Shield, in-
cludes figures from four other 

states in its quarterly reports, 
preventing a comparison. It 
reported net profits of $1.5 
billion during the first six 
months of this year.

“We work hard to help 
ensure that providers receive 
prompt payment for covered 
services rendered,” Blue 
Cross Blue Shield told the 
BGA in a statement. The in-
surer also provided a lengthy 
list of programs and grants 
it sponsors in communities 
throughout Illinois, “helping 
close the gaps that present 
barriers to people’s health.”

As anger about billing 
shortfalls grew among front-
line Medicaid providers, 
Eagleson’s health agency in 
2019 set aside $46 million 
for a new computer clearing-
house to track provider claims 
and mediate billing disputes.

In documents the de-
partment used to justify the 
need for the clearinghouse, 
HFS said lawmakers were 
“alarmed” by MCO reim-
bursement denials to frontline 
Medicaid practitioners.

“It is unclear what the root 
cause of these denials is, and 
HFS has no insight into the 
claims transactions,” HFS 
officials wrote. “Failure to 
address the cause of these de-
nials threatens both the viabil-
ity of some providers and the 
viability of the managed care 
program, which is designed 
to save the state hundreds of 
millions of dollars.”

Eagleson said she hopes 
the $46 million clearinghouse 
would be fully functioning by 
the end of 2021.

“We’re still working to 
bring it to full operational ca-
pacity,” Eagleson said.

Costly complaints 
and lawsuits

To evaluate whether health 
care providers were being de-
nied reimbursements unfairly, 

the BGA examined internal 
state reports, court deposi-
tions and correspondence be-
tween state officials and hos-
pitals, clinics and doctors.

Among examples found by 
the BGA:

HFS Manager of MCO 
Operations Laura Ray Gum-
ble and other HFS officials 
were asked in court deposi-
tions what they do to referee 
delayed and denied MCO 
payments to Illinois’ provid-
ers.

“If it doesn’t work out, 
then that provider should go 
after the MCO,” Gumble tes-
tified.

At least two frontline Illi-
nois medical providers have 
filed civil lawsuits to compel 
the state-contracted MCOs to 
pay their bills on time, in full 
and with transparency.

In one pending federal 
appellate court case, Saint 
Anthony Hospital in Chi-
cago alleges the MCO pay-
ment shortfalls pushed the 
123-year-old West Side safe-
ty-net facility to the brink of 
closure last year. Because of 
MCO billing denials, Saint 
Anthony said in court plead-
ings, its cash on hand fell 

from $20 million in 2015—
enough to fund 72 days of op-
eration—to $500,000 in 2019, 
which was sufficient to keep 
the hospital open less than 
two days.

Eagleson told the BGA that 
she asked Saint Anthony for 
details about its unresolved 
bills, but “they have still 
not disclosed that informa-
tion through depositions and 
through this whole lawsuit. 
So I mean, we can’t help solve 
what we can’t understand.”

In his court deposition for 
the Saint Anthony lawsuit, 
former state Medicaid Direc-
tor Douglas Elwell testified 
the MCOs assured him they 
were denying only 10 percent 
of claims, while providers 
said it was more like 25 per-
cent.

“We thought this ($46 mil-
lion billing clearinghouse) 
would give us greater visi-
bility into which number was 
accurate,” Elwell testified. 
“There were a whole lot of 
moving pieces. And nobody 
seemed to have the total an-
swer, nor could we get to the 
total answer.”

See PROFITS, Page 12
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LEGAL NOTICES
OPEN DOOR POLICY
It is the policy of Kreider 

Services Intermediate Care 
home, Rachuy, to admit 
and to treat all clients and 
employees without regard 
to race, religion, national 
origin, sexual orientation, 
color or disability.  There 
are no distinctions in el-
igibility for services, nor 
in the manner of providing 
services. All facilities of the 
Intermediate Care homes 
are available without dis-
tinction to all clients, vis-
itors, and employees. All 
persons and organizations 
that refer clients for admis-
sion or recommend Kreider 
Services Intermediate Care 
facilities are advised to do 
so without regard to race, 
religion, national origin, 
sexual orientation, color or 
disability.

Reviewed and updated
January 1, 2022.
Brigette O’Brien,

Administrator
(Published in

The Scoop Today 
Jan. 5, 2022)

409950

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT

JO DAVIESS COUNTY - 
GALENA, ILLINOIS

DUPACO COMMUNITY 
CREDIT UNION
    Plaintiff,
  -v.-
HANNAH GIVLER et al
    Defendant

2021CH34
NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered in the above cause 
on November 10, 2021, 
an agent for The Judicial 
Sales Corporation, will at 
1:30 PM on January 18, 
2022, at the office of Vin-
cent Roth Toepfer & Lein-
en PC, 11406 U.S. Route 
20 W, Galena, IL, 61036, 
sell at a public sale to the 
highest bidder, as set forth 
below, the following de-
scribed real estate:

LOT 6 IN EAGLE 
RIDGE UNIT NO. 27 OF 

BRANIGAR’S THE GA-
LENA TERRITORY AC-
CORDING TO THE PLAT 
THEREOF RECORDED 
IN JO DAVIESS COUN-
TY, ILLINOIS. SITUAT-
ED IN THE COUNTY OF 
JO DAVIESS AND STATE 
OF ILLINOIS.

Commonly known as 11 
WEDGEWOOD DRIVE, 
GALENA, IL 61036

Property Index No. 08-
427-006-00

The real estate is im-
proved with a single family 
residence.

Sale terms: 25% down 
of the highest bid by cer-
tified funds at the close 
of the sale payable to The 
Judicial Sales Corporation.  
No third party checks will 
be accepted. The balance, 
including the Judicial Sale 
fee for the Abandoned Res-
idential Property Munici-
pality Relief Fund, which 
is calculated on residential 
real estate at the rate of $1 
for each $1,000 or frac-
tion thereof of the amount 
paid by the purchaser not 
to exceed $300, in certi-
fied funds/or wire transfer, 
is due within twenty-four 
(24) hours. No fee shall 
be paid by the mortgagee 
acquiring the residential 
real estate pursuant to its 
credit bid at the sale or by 
any mortgagee, judgment 
creditor, or other lienor ac-
quiring the residential real 
estate whose rights in and 
to the residential real estate 
arose prior to the sale. The 
subject property is subject 
to general real estate tax-
es, special assessments, or 
special taxes levied against 
said real estate and is of-
fered for sale without any 
representation as to qual-
ity or quantity of title and 
without recourse to Plain-
tiff and in “AS IS” con-
dition. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by 
the court.

Upon payment in full of 
the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Cer-
tificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a 
deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT 
be open for inspection 
and plaintiff makes no 
representation as to the 
condition of the property. 
Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the 
court file to verify all infor-
mation.

If this property is a con-
dominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale, other than 
a mortgagee, shall pay the 
assessments and the legal 
fees required by The Con-
dominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and 
(g)(4). If this property is a 
condominium unit which is 
part of a common interest 
community, the purchas-
er of the unit at the fore-
closure sale other than a 
mortgagee shall pay the as-
sessments required by The 
Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-
1).

IF YOU ARE THE 
MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE IL-
LINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo 
identification issued by a 
government agency (driv-
er’s license, passport, etc.) 
in order to gain entry into 
our building and the fore-
closure sale room in Cook 
County and the same iden-
tification for sales held at 
other county venues where 
The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration conducts foreclosure 
sales.

For information, exam-
ine the court file, CODI-
LIS & ASSOCIATES, 
P.C. Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 
15W030 NORTH FRONT-
AGE ROAD, SUITE 100, 
BURR RIDGE, IL, 60527 
(630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES 
CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 
24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-

SALE
You can also visit The Ju-

dicial Sales Corporation at 
www.tjsc.com for a 7 day 
status report of pending 
sales.
CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH 
FRONTAGE ROAD, 
SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: 
pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 
14-21-02165
Attorney ARDC No. 
00468002
Case Number: 2021CH34
TJSC#: 41-3229

NOTE: Pursuant to the 
Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised 
that Plaintiff’s attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collec-
tor attempting to collect a 
debt and any information 
obtained will be used for 
that purpose.
Case # 2021CH34
I3183887

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

Dec. 22 & 29, 2021
and Jan. 5, 2022)

410021

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 15TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
STEPHENSON COUNTY 
- FREEPORT, ILLINOIS

Nationstar Mortgage LLC 
d/b/a Champion Mortgage 
Company
    PLAINTIFF
  Vs.
Richard Berger; et. al.
    DEFENDANTS

2021CH14
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS 

HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered in the above cause 
on 12/14/2021, the Sheriff 
of Stephenson County, Il-
linois will on February 17, 
2022 at the hour of 9:30 
AM at Stephenson Coun-
ty Courthouse 15 North 
Galena Avenue 1st Floor, 
West door of courthouse 
Freeport, IL 61032, or in a 

place otherwise designated 
at the time of sale, County 
of Stephenson and State of 
Illinois, sell at public auc-
tion to the highest bidder 
for cash, as set forth below, 
the following described 
real estate:

LOT 21 OF BOLKIN-
WOOD SUBDIVISION, 
LOCATED IN PART 
OF THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF SEC-
TION 1, TOWNSHIP 26 
NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST 
OF THE FOURTH PRIN-
CIPAL MERIDIAN. SIT-
UATED IN THE CITY OF 
FREEPORT, STEPHEN-
SON COUNTY, ILLI-
NOIS.

PIN 18-18-01-104-030
Improved with Single 

Family Home
COMMONLY KNOWN 

AS:
1453 Bolkinwood Dr
Freeport, IL 61032
Sale terms: 10% down 

of the highest bid by cer-
tified funds at the close of 
the auction; The balance, 
including the Judicial sale 
fee for Abandoned Resi-
dential Property Munici-
pality Relief Fund, which 
is calculated at the rate of 
$1 for each $1,000 or frac-
tion thereof of the amount 
paid by the purchaser not 
to exceed $300, in certified 
funds, is due within twen-
ty-four (24) hours. The 
subject property is subject 
to general real estate tax-
es, special assessments, or 
special taxes levied against 
said real estate and is of-
fered for sale without any 
representation as to qual-
ity or quantity of title and 
without recourse to Plain-
tiff and in “AS IS” con-
dition. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by 
the court.

If the property is a con-
dominium and the fore-
closure takes place after 
1/1/2007, purchasers other 
than the mortgagees will 
be required to pay any as-
sessment and legal fees due 
under The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).

If the property is located 

in a common interest com-
munity, purchasers other 
than mortgagees will be 
required to pay any assess-
ment and legal fees due 
under the Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1).

If the sale is set aside for 
any reason, the Purchaser 
at the sale shall be entitled 
only to a return of the de-
posit paid. The Purchaser 
shall have no further re-
course against the Mort-
gagor, the Mortgagee or 
the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Upon payment in full of 
the amount bid, the pur-
chaser shall receive a Cer-
tificate of Sale, which will 
entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after 
Confirmation of the sale. 
The successful purchaser 
has the sole responsibili-
ty/expense of evicting any 
tenants or other individuals 
presently in possession of 
the subject premises.

The property will NOT 
be open for inspection 
and Plaintiff makes no 
representation as to the 
condition of the property. 
Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the 
Court file to verify all in-
formation.

IF YOU ARE THE 
MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE IL-
LINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information: Exam-
ine the court file or con-
tact Plaintiff’s attorney: 
Codilis & Associates, P.C., 
15W030 North Frontage 
Road, Suite 100, Burr 
Ridge, IL 60527, (630) 
794-9876. Please refer to 
file number 14-21-01350.
I3184513 

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 
Jan. 5, 12 & 19, 2022)

410616

    your source for on-line news:

       RVPNEWS.COM
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Place Your 
Service Ad
Minimum of 

4 weeks 
Additional Sizes 

Available

Commercial • Agricultural
Residential • Industrial • Solar

Nick Wienand • Greg Kline
Call: 815-908-0775 Stockton, IL

388497

Call us for any of your electrical needs

Werhane Total Truck Repair
Straight Trucks - Semis - Dump

Trucks - Farm Type Vehicles
including Farm Tractors

FAIR • FAST • FRIENDLY
• Clutches • Brakes • Welding (Steel & Aluminum) • Electrical 

• Lube & Oil Change • Suspension • King Pins • Transmission & Drive Line 
• Differentials • Tune Ups • Over Hauls • Minor Body Work 

• Tractor-Trailer Wash • Air Conditioning

KEEP US IN MIND FOR ALL YOUR REPAIR NEEDS
Ask for Brian 

Call Now!
815-369-4574

Werhane Enterprises
509 E. Main St. • Lena • 815-369-4574                 2022-1-26-2022-4

410538

10240 N. Old Mill Rd.
McConnell, IL 61050

815-541-3348
heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

410541

WIN WINTER

Wishing you 
and your family 
a VERY Happy 

New Year!

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

DeVoe 
License 
& Title 
Service

Call for Appointment
Mon-Fri 

10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Saturday

10 a.m. - noon

216 W. Main • Lena
815-369-5549

368916

Service Corner

Service Corner
The Scoop Today & Shopper’s Guide 410596

(Formerly Wybourn Construction)

Cell: 608-558-1095
Lena, IL

bobwybourn@gmail.com
• Windows•Doors•Kitchens

•Bathrooms•Decks
No Job Too Small To Appreciate!

407366

 We have swept up the 
remnants of Christmas and 
brought in the New Year.  We 
now face the clean-up and the 
long winter months.  We have 
seen the first snow and some 
colder weather, so it is time to 
start thinking winter cooking.

Apple Matchstick 
Salad

 Sometimes you just get 
hungry for a salad without 
greens.  You want a light fruit 
salad with lots of goodies.  
This salad will help you add a 
side to a heavy meal of soups 
or casseroles.

¼ C. olive oil
2 T. lemon juice
½  t. salt
4 julienne (Granny Smith, 

Braeburn, Gala) apples
1/3 C. toasted chopped pe-

cans
¼  C. golden raisins
¼ C. dried cranberries
3 T. parsley
Whisk together the olive 

oil, lemon juice and salt in 
a large bowl.  Add the fruits 
and toss with the dressings.  
Sprinkle with parsley.  (If you 
want a little more kick, use ci-
lantro leaves.)

Wild Rice and Ham 
Chowder

 If you have some leftover 
ham from Christmas or New 
Year’s, this soup will help you 
get rid of it in a tasty way. You 
can add some chopped celery 
with the onions and the garlic 
for more flavor.  Serve with a 
salad and some good bread, 
and you have a hearty meal 
using leftovers.

½ C. chopped onions
2 garlic cloves, minced
¼ C. butter, cubed
6 T. flour
½ t. salt
¼ t. pepper
4 C. chicken broth

1½  C. cubed peeled white 
potatoes

½ C. chopped carrots
1 bay leaf
½  t. dried thyme
1/8 t. ground nutmeg
3 C. cooked wild rice
2½ C. cubed cooked ham
2 C. half-and-half cream
1 can (15 ¼ oz.) whole ker-

nel corn, drained
Minced fresh parsley
 In a Dutch oven or soup 

kettle over medium heat, 
sauté onions, garlic, in but-
ter until tender.  Stir in flour, 
salt, and pepper until blended.  
Gradually add broth.  Bring 
to a boil.  Cook and stir for 2 
minutes or until thickened and 
bubbly.  Add the potatoes, car-
rots, and bay leaf; return to a 
boil.  Reduce heat; cover and 
simmer for 30 minutes until 
vegetables are tender.  Stir in 
rice, ham, cream, and corn; 
heat through but do not boil. 
Discard bay leaf.  Garnish 
bowls of chowder with pars-
ley.

Creamed Turkey a la 
King

 Speaking of leftovers, you 
might have put some turkey in 
the freezer for later.  Often we 
make soup or a casserole, and 
forget an easy recipe that is 
tasty and hearty.  It is great be-
cause it has meat, starch, and 
veggies all in one.  I substitute 
peas and carrots for the green 
beans because I like them bet-
ter.  You can make your own 
biscuits, but I think the Pills-
bury biscuits in the dairy case 
are a great way to serve this 
dish.  I like the butter flaky 
ones.  If you watch, they are 
often on sale.

¼ C. butter, cubed
½ C. flour
1 can (14½ oz) chicken 

broth
1 C. milk
2 C. cubed turkey
1 C. sliced cooked carrots
1 C. cut fresh green beans
½ t. salt
¼ t. pepper
Pillsbury flaky biscuits
 In a large saucepan, melt 

butter, stir in flour until 
smooth; gradually add broth 
and milk.  Bring to a boil; 
cook and stir for 1 to 2 min-
utes or until thickened.

From Lena’s Kitchen
Stir in carrots, green beans, 

salt and pepper; heat through.  
Bake biscuits according to di-
rections.  Serve turkey imme-
diately over biscuits.

Crispy Christmas 
Trees

 I got this recipe before 
Christmas, and in my quest 
for tidiness I misplaced it.  I 
still thought they were great.  
I think you can change out the 
shape for any season.

2 T. butter
2 C. miniature marshmal-

lows
3 C. Crispix rice cereal
¼ C. finely chopped pecans
Sprinkles, green decora-

tor’s sugar, powdered sugar
 In a heavy saucepan, melt 

butter; stir in marshmallows.  
Cook and stir until melt-
ed.  Remove from heat; stir 
in cereal and pecans.  Let 
cool enough to handle.  With 
greased hands, shape into 
trees or whatever season you 
are in.  Work quickly because 
the mixture will harden.  Roll 
in green sugar and then in 
sprinkles.  

Eggnog Tres Leches 
Cake

If you have some eggnog 
leftover from the holiday, this 
cake is a great place to use it.  
It is moist and delicious.  It 
uses a cake mix, so the basic 
is easy.  Be sure to use cano-
la oil because it has no flavor.  
Enjoy this delicious and easy 
poke cake

1 pkg. white cake mix, reg-
ular size

1½ C. water
2 T. canola oil
3 large egg whites
2 C. eggnog

1 can (14 oz.) sweetened 
condensed milk

½ C. 2% milk
1½ C. heavy whipping 

cream
¼ C. sugar
1/8 t. cinnamon
1/8 t. ground nutmeg
 Preheat the oven to 350.  

In a large bowl, combine the 
cake mix, water, oil and egg 
whites; beat on low speed for 
30 seconds then on medium 
speed for 2 minutes.  Pour 
into a greased and floured 9 x 

The not so skinny cook

Savanna Thrift Shop
 The Thrift Shop in Savanna will be running a “buck for a 

bag” sale for infant and toddler items on Fridays and Saturdays 
in January beginning at 10 a.m. on Friday Jan. 7.   The store is 
open Fridays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturdays 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m.  The store is located at 126 S. 4th Street, Savanna, IL 
61074.

Willow Church news
 Willow Church welcomes new paster, Cheryl Carroll.   Ser-

vice will be held on Jan. 1 at 9:30 a.m. followed by a time of 
fellowship and Sunday school. For more information call 815-
443-2740.

News briefs

See KITCHEN, Page 11
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 help wanted

FIND YOUR NEXT AUTO IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

 real estate

To place an 
ad in our

Help Wanted 
Section

Call (815) 
369-4112

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial 
status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers 
are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone 
number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUS-
ING OPPORTUNITY

392953

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing, your hometown 

newspapers serving the stateline has an opening 
for an experienced Media Sales Representative to 
call on current and new accounts in a protected 
sales territory. 

Growing area with many new businesses, this is 
a great opportunity for the right applicant.

We publish newspapers, shoppers and niche 
publications throughout the stateline. You have 
the opportunity to sell into all Rock Valley 
Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making your 
paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising

Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

 transportation
Automobiles

1997 4 x 4 CHEVY BLAZER 
Runs but needs work, new tires, 
no title. $500 OBO.  Call Wolf 
847-489-7052.

Automobiles 
Wanted

TOP DOLLAR FOR YOUR FULL 
SIZE JUNK TRUCKS & SUV’s. 
Haul away 7 days a week. 262-
758-1807

Parts & 
Accessories

8’ WESTERN snow plow. 815-
858-5444

Sports/Classic 
Cars

AVENGER  FORD GT40 Mid 
eng., Buick turbo v-6, 4 sp., tube 
frame w/roll bar, silver, w/chin 
spoiler. Wt. 2,140lbs. 847-838-
1916.

 for sale
Announcements

CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

 for rent
Apartments

Lena 1 BDRM 2nd floor. Appli-
ances furnished. No Smoking 
$375 mo. 815-369-2827

Find your next home
in the classifieds

Fast-growing food ingredient 
manufacturer looking for 

Production Lead people. $19/hr 
to start and experienced spray driers 

commensurate with experience. 
Please call 815-315-0099 and leave 
an email address or name, phone 

number and best time to reach you 
for a quick phone interview.

410289

As a member of the broadband & fiber construction crew, 
you’ll work with others on the team under the guidance of 
the broadband operations foreman to construct, operate 
and maintain all phases of JCE’s Sand Prairie broadband and 
fiber infrastructure. Crew members also provide after-hours 
outage and emergency response and troubleshooting.

Check out the complete job description for all responsibilities 
and qualifications at jocarroll.com/employment.
Applications accepted through January 16. 2022.

WE’RE
HIRING!

Join our 
broadband crew 

to help bring 
Sand Prairie 

fiber internet to 
northwest 

Illinois!

Jo-Carroll Energy
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JCE BROADBAND & 
FIBER CONSTRUCTION 
CREW MEMBER

Heavy equipment operation, including bucket trucks, 
directional drilling equipment, excavators, vacuum 
excavators, cable plows and trenchers.
Works with awareness of the considerable hazards 
connected with construction of outside plant facilities.
Assists in the maintenance and upkeep of broadband & 
fiber construction equipment.
Locates underground JCE facilities and member facilities.
Follows all local, state and federal rules including NEC 
NESC, DOT, FCC and OSHA.
Responsible for safety of self at all times and of crew 
members.

793 US 20 West | Elizabeth, IL 61028
jocarroll.com
Jo-Carroll Energy, Inc (NFP) is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

Jo-Carroll Energy
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JCE

Essential responsibilities and duties are:

410537

405458

HIRING:
• Class A CDL Drivers: Home daily. Weekly pay. 

Dedicated schedule.
• Dedicated Truck & Power Jack: Work 5 days a 

week. Employee Benefits - 401K, PTO, Health Insurance and 
Holiday Pay

Werhane Enterprises
509 E. Main St., Lena IL • 815-369-4574

MANTA MIRAGE, STREET CAN 
AM  RACE CAR Mid. eng. Chev 
V8,4  spd. tube frame w/roll bar, 
custom wheels, chrome yellow, 
show winner, wt. 1,900lbs., fast. 
847-838-1916

Trucks & Trailers
2000 CHEVY S-10 Jump cab, 6 
cylinder, automatic, 4 x 4, runs 
well. $2975. Residential plow 
attachment available for $495. 
(262) 949-6997 Delavan.

North Prairie
Apartments

Stockton, IL
815-947-2237

Accepting Applications
1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Apartments

“This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.”

Managed by CMS Management, LLC
309444
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Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE, rvpnews.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

392651

A BIG “THANK YOU”
to those readers who have sent a donation to help 

underwrite The Scoop Today and Shopper’s Guide. For those 
of you who haven’t done so in the past year, but enjoy this 
newspaper and would like to help us pay for its operation,  

please send a donation in any amount to:

240 W. Main Street, Suite B • Lena, IL • 61048
IF YOU THINK YOUR NEWSPAPER IS WORTH

50¢ an issue, it would be $26.00; 75¢ an issue - $39.00 
or $1 an issue - $52.00

You won’t get a tote bag, T-shirt, coffee mug or CD of Lawrence Welk’s
Greatest Hits. But you will get the satisfaction of knowing that you have

helped to support your favorite newspaper.

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

Phone______________________________

__ Please keep my
     paper coming:

392657

the Scoop Today
Shopper’s Guide

Amount and availability of discounts vary by state. Auto insurance 
policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®,  

COUNTRY Preferred Insurance Company® or  
COUNTRY Casualty Insurance Company®, Bloomington, IL.

Coverage you need, savings you deserve.

0819-505HC_B-03015-5/19/2020

I know that finding the right combination of auto coverage  
for your needs at a price you can afford can be difficult.  
That’s why we offer discounts  like these:

• Advanced Quote Discount      • Multi-Car Discount 
• Multi-Policy Discount               • Good Driver Discount  
• Good Student Discount           • Teen Driver Discount

Let’s get together to see  
how you can save. Call today.

Steve Rothschadl, LUTCF, RICP 
Financial Representative 
202 S Schuyler, Po Box 669 
Lena, IL 61048-0669 
www.countryfinancial.com/steven.rothschadl 
steven.rothschadl@countryfinancial.com 
(815)369-4581

410483

13 pan.  Bake until a toothpick 
inserted in the center comes 
out clean, 25 to 30 minutes.  
Cool on a wire rack.  Using 
a skewer, poke holes into the 
cake about 1 inch apart.  

 In a small bowl, combine 
the eggnog. Sweetened con-
densed milk, and 2% milk.  
Pour ¾ C. of mixture over the 
cake and holes.  Let stand un-
til mixture is absorbed, about 
20 to 30 minutes.  Repeat pro-
cess 4 times.  Place in refrig-
erator 8 hours or overnight.  

 In a cold mixing bowl, beat 
the heavy whipping cream 
and sugar until blended; beat 
mixture until soft peaks form.  
Spread on the cake.  Sprinkle 
with cinnamon and nutmeg.  
Refrigerate any leftovers.

Final Thoughts
 A new year is starting.  I 

know we are all hoping that 
we can live our new normal 
and that our lives will become 
richer.  The cold has given us 
a jolt.  I am sure the ski plac-

• Kitchen   (Continued from page 9)

schramchiropractic.com
NIU students: see our website for our DeKalb office 408635

VOTED #1 Best ChiropraCtor

Dr. Galin D. sChram

Dr. ChuCk sChram815-233-1800

Schram Chiropractic
OVER 40 YEARS OF QUALITY CHIROPRACTIC CARE

22 Years in a Row!

1009 Loras 
Drive

Freeport, IL
Electronic Health 
Records Certified!

Local lawmakers announce 
Rockford at the center of state’s 
new effort to prevent gun violence 

 State Senator Steve Sta-
delman, State Representative 
Maurice West and State Repre-
sentative Dave Vella announced 
today that Rockford has been 
named as one of 10 cities out-
side Chicago to receive state 
funding under Illinois’ new Re-
imagine Public Safety Act. As a 
result of the designation, Rock-
ford will share in $50 million 
being spent statewide this year 
on frontline, community-based 
efforts to address addiction, 
mental illness, youth trauma 
and other underlying causes of 
firearm violence. Another $200 
million is expected to be spent 
on RPSA programs in 2023 and 
2024.

“Crime -- and especially gun 
violence -- is a major challenge 
facing Rockford and a big ob-
stacle to our community be-
coming a top place to live and 
work,” Stadelman said during a 
news conference in the EJ Zeke 
Giorgi Center.

“Rockford being the focus 
of the state’s new strategy for 
preventing gun violence is wel-
come news because the state’s 
strategy targets on root causes 
and pumps resources to local 
people who are on the ground 
and best equipped to make the 
most of these resources.”

Downstate cities receiving 
RPSA funds include Peoria, 
Joliet, Waukegan and Kanka-
kee. Selection was based on 
per-capita firearm violence 
from 2016 to 2020. 

“I am proud that we made 
sure Rockford will be receiving 
the money,” Vella said. “We 
need to combat our rising gun 
violence problem through the 
Reimaging Public Safety law. 
The money will be distribut-
ed by local advisory councils 
to local community organi-
zations who know first hand 
what Rockford needs and what 
will work to stop the violence. 
We have a problem, and this 

money will help us solve the 
problems ourselves.”   RPSA 
creates the Office of Firearm 
Violence Prevention under the 
Illinois Department of Human 
Services. IDHS is expected in 
January 2022 to name individ-
uals to serve on Local Advisory 
Councils to oversee distribution 
of funds to local organizations.

“The Reimagine Public 
Safety Act is coming to Rock-
ford and will be a change agent 
to how we combat gun vio-
lence,” West said. “I am par-
ticularly excited about the fact 
that we are investing in com-
munity organizations who have 
boots on the ground within the 
communities that are impact-
ed the most by gun violence. 
Empowering the community 
to better the community is the 
true definition of reimagining 
public safety. I look forward 
to seeing how this investment 
makes Rockford a better place 
to work, live and play.”

es are finally happy.  We have 
had to get out the scarves, 
hats, and gloves.  New expe-
riences will abound, and we 
must be ready for whatever 
challenges will be ahead.  
We will be looking for some 
heartier cooking recipes, 

so if you have a good soup, 
bread, or pie recipe, send it 
our way.  Contact us in per-
son, by mail at From Lena’s 
Kitchens, Shopper’s Guide at 
240 W. Main St. or email us 
at scoopshopper@rvpublish-
ing.com. 

    your source for on-line news:

       RVPNEWS.COM
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE 15TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

JO DAVIESS COUNTY - 
GALENA, ILLINOIS

DUPACO COMMUNITY 
CREDIT UNION
    Plaintiff,
  -v.-
HANNAH GIVLER et al
    Defendant

2021CH34
NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure and Sale 
entered in the above cause on 
November 10, 2021, an agent for 
The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
will at 1:30 PM on January 18, 
2022, at the office of Vincent Roth 
Toepfer & Leinen PC, 11406 U.S. 
Route 20 W, Galena, IL, 61036, 
sell at a public sale to the highest 
bidder, as set forth below, the fol-
lowing described real estate:

Commonly known as 11 
WEDGEWOOD DRIVE, GALE-
NA, IL 61036

Property Index No. 08-427-006-
00

The real estate is improved with 
a single family residence.

Sale terms: 25% down of the 
highest bid by certified funds at 
the close of the sale payable to 
The Judicial Sales Corporation.  
No third party checks will be 
accepted. The balance, includ-
ing the Judicial Sale fee for the 
Abandoned Residential Property 
Municipality Relief Fund, which 
is calculated on residential real 
estate at the rate of $1 for each 
$1,000 or fraction thereof of the 
amount paid by the purchaser 
not to exceed $300, in certified 
funds/or wire transfer, is due 
within twenty-four (24) hours. No 
fee shall be paid by the mortgag-
ee acquiring the residential real 
estate pursuant to its credit bid 
at the sale or by any mortgagee, 
judgment creditor, or other lien-
or acquiring the residential real 
estate whose rights in and to the 
residential real estate arose prior 
to the sale. The subject property 
is subject to general real estate 
taxes, special assessments, or 
special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as 
to quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to Plaintiff and 
in “AS IS” condition. The sale is 
further subject to confirmation by 
the court.

Upon payment in full of the 
amount bid, the purchaser will re-
ceive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to 
the real estate after confirmation 
of the sale.

The property will NOT be open 
for inspection and plaintiff makes 
no representation as to the con-
dition of the property. Prospective 
bidders are admonished to check 
the court file to verify all informa-
tion.

If this property is a condominium 
unit, the purchaser of the unit at 
the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assess-
ments and the legal fees required 
by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)
(4). If this property is a condomini-
um unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale 

other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The 
Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAG-
OR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identifi-
cation issued by a government 
agency (driver’s license, pass-
port, etc.) in order to gain entry 
into our building and the foreclo-
sure sale room in Cook County 
and the same identification for 
sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration conducts foreclosure sales.

For information, examine the 
court file, CODILIS & ASSOCI-
ATES, P.C. Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE 
ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR 
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES 
CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th 
Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-4650 
(312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial 
Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.
com for a 7 day status report of 
pending sales.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE 
ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 14-21-02165
Attorney ARDC No. 00468002
Case Number: 2021CH34
TJSC#: 41-3229

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair 
Debt Collection Practices Act, 
you are advised that Plaintiff’s at-
torney is deemed to be a debt col-
lector attempting to collect a debt 
and any information obtained will 
be used for that purpose.
Case # 2021CH34
I3183887

(Published in The Scoop Today
Dec. 22 & 29, 2021 and

Jan. 5, 2022)
410022

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE 15TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON COUNTY - 
FREEPORT, ILLINOIS

Nationstar Mortgage LLC d/b/a 
Champion Mortgage Company
    PLAINTIFF
  Vs.
Richard Berger; et. al.
    DEFENDANTS

2021CH14
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure and Sale 
entered in the above cause on 
12/14/2021, the Sheriff of Ste-
phenson County, Illinois will on 
February 17, 2022 at the hour of 
9:30 AM at Stephenson Coun-
ty Courthouse 15 North Galena 
Avenue 1st Floor, West door of 
courthouse Freeport, IL 61032, 
or in a place otherwise designat-
ed at the time of sale, County of 
Stephenson and State of Illinois, 
sell at public auction to the highest 
bidder for cash, as set forth below, 

the following described real estate:
PIN 18-18-01-104-030
Improved with Single Family 

Home
COMMONLY KNOWN AS:
1453 Bolkinwood Dr
Freeport, IL 61032
Sale terms: 10% down of the 

highest bid by certified funds at the 
close of the auction; The balance, 
including the Judicial sale fee for 
Abandoned Residential Property 
Municipality Relief Fund, which 
is calculated at the rate of $1 for 
each $1,000 or fraction thereof of 
the amount paid by the purchaser 
not to exceed $300, in certified 
funds, is due within twenty-four 
(24) hours. The subject property 
is subject to general real estate 
taxes, special assessments, or 
special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as 
to quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to Plaintiff and 
in “AS IS” condition. The sale is 
further subject to confirmation by 
the court.

If the property is a condominium 
and the foreclosure takes place 
after 1/1/2007, purchasers other 
than the mortgagees will be re-
quired to pay any assessment and 
legal fees due under The Condo-
minium Property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).

If the property is located in a 
common interest community, pur-
chasers other than mortgagees 
will be required to pay any assess-
ment and legal fees due under the 
Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

If the sale is set aside for any 
reason, the Purchaser at the sale 
shall be entitled only to a return 
of the deposit paid. The Purchas-
er shall have no further recourse 
against the Mortgagor, the Mort-
gagee or the Mortgagee’s attor-
ney.

Upon payment in full of the 
amount bid, the purchaser shall 
receive a Certificate of Sale, which 
will entitle the purchaser to a Deed 
to the real estate after Confirma-
tion of the sale. The successful 
purchaser has the sole respon-
sibility/expense of evicting any 
tenants or other individuals pres-
ently in possession of the subject 
premises.

The property will NOT be open 
for inspection and Plaintiff makes 
no representation as to the con-
dition of the property. Prospective 
bidders are admonished to check 
the Court file to verify all informa-
tion.

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAG-
OR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information: Examine the 
court file or contact Plaintiff’s at-
torney: Codilis & Associates, P.C., 
15W030 North Frontage Road, 
Suite 100, Burr Ridge, IL 60527, 
(630) 794-9876. Please refer to 
file number 14-21-01350.
I3184513 

(Published in The Shopper’s 
Guide 

Jan. 5, 12 & 19, 2022)
410617

REAL ESTATE NOTICES
In her deposition in the 

Saint Anthony lawsuit, Gum-
ble said she did not know how 
many providers had, like Mer-
cyhealth, cut contracts with 
MCOs and effectively dropped 
out of Medicaid because of bill-
ing problems.

“I have no idea,” she said. 
“The only time we had them 
would be if a hospital system 
was terminating with an MCO, 
and then we have, you know, 
what’s the issue, blah, blah, 
blah. And then, you know, 
and hopefully they work it out 
with—between the MCO and 
the provider.”

Gumble testified that Ea-
gleson and her top aides called 
practitioners’ billing complaints 
“provider noise.”

Problems emerge, but 
fixes are slow

When Illinois’ antiquated 
fee-for-service MMIS system 
proved incompatible with the 
MCOs’ billing codes and pro-
cedures, the state allowed each 
MCO to set up its own format, 
leading to more billing errors 
and denials, records show.

“Obviously, the providers 
were complaining that it was 
very difficult to figure out what 
everyone was doing, and it 
wasn’t a transparent process,” 
Elwell said in his August 2020 
deposition for the Saint Antho-
ny lawsuit.

Some MCOs adjusted their 
billing procedures to accom-
modate Illinois doctors, but not 
the largest one, a subsidiary of 
the Centene Corp., Gumble 
said in her Saint Anthony depo-
sition.

“There’s one plan that holds 
out because they have a hard 
time changing, because it’s a 
national plan. ... They said we 
can’t.”

Rauner administration of-
ficials established a complaint 
portal in which providers could 
submit individual billing deni-
als to the MCOs for reconsid-
eration. “We really wanted to 
make the providers happy. Let 
them, you know, not have a lot 
of provider noise,” Gumble tes-
tified in her deposition.

But in his court deposition 
for the Saint Anthony lawsuit, 
HFS Medicaid manager Robert 
Mendonsa acknowledged that 
the complaint portal was over-
whelmed by the deluge of dis-
puted bills from 2018 through 
February 2020, and claims 
were getting lost instead of re-
solved.

“We did have a glitch in our 
provider complaint portal re-
porting,” Mendonsa said. “The 
database just got too big to re-
port, unfortunately.”

Decatur’s community-based 
Heritage Behavioral Health 
Center said in a complaint 
ticket it was owed $57,000 in 
accounts receivable from one 
MCO dating to 2017. The cen-
ter hired a third-party billing 
firm to handle this and other 
disputes. But after two years, 
the state’s complaint portal 
simply closed the ticket, ac-
cording to letters the biller sent 
to the state.

Eagleson told the BGA the 
agency “revamped” the com-
plaint portal last year. Tickets 
are no longer closed simply 
because they have been in the 
system too long.

Annual practitioner bill-
ing complaints to the portal 
dropped from an average of 
3,400 in 2018 and 2019 to 
1,200 last year, but the com-
plaint numbers doubled during 
the first six months of this year, 
HFS records show.

As the complaint portal 
bogged down in 2019, El-
well instituted a series of 
twice-monthly meetings be-
tween leaders from the MCOs 
and providers.

But after Elwell left the 
agency in February 2020, 
Gumble testified, Mendonsa as 
his replacement told her to stop 
attending those Monday meet-
ings.

“Robert basically said there 
is too many people sitting in 
this room,” Gumble testified. 
“When Robert took over, he 
said, ‘Don’t, don’t waste your 
time.’ So I didn’t. Because it’s 
too many people, like I said, 
sitting there all day.”

Mendonsa said in his depo-
sition that the Monday meet-
ings were pared back because 
they had proved effective, and 
there were fewer problems to 
resolve.

HFS officials told the BGA 
that more than $149 million 
changed hands as bills were re-
solved in those Monday meet-
ings, most of it paid to provid-
ers by MCOs.

Some providers told the 
BGA they simply walked away 
from the meetings.

“It is a nightmare come to 
life that our industry is being 
asked to be on the front lines of 
the COVID-19 battlefield and 
yet continue to deal with the 
same denials, underpayments 

and administrative burdens,” 
Illinois State Ambulance As-
sociation President Christopher 
Vandenberg wrote in a letter to 
state lawmakers last year.

Citing the payment issues, 
the Illinois legislature in Au-
gust passed a bill that would 
exempt some medical drivers 
from Medicaid managed care 
and return that industry sector 
to a traditional fee-for-services 
model.

Pritzker vetoed that bill, 
saying the exemption would 
disrupt care, but lawmakers 
overrode Pritzker’s veto in Sep-
tember.

Eagleson said the medical 
transport companies are be-
ing paid more than ever under 
privatized care. “We take their 
complaints very seriously and 
always have,” Eagleson said.

Eagleson and her top aides 
blamed prior state administra-
tions for failing to heed pro-
vider complaints, creating a 
culture of distrust between pro-
viders, the MCOs and the state 
agency.

“When I first took this job, I 
heard from countless people—
providers, trade associations, 
even the plans themselves: 
Thank goodness you’re here, 
and you’re giving us people 
to talk to and you’re trying to 
solve problems,” Eagleson told 
the BGA. “I hate to talk badly 
about predecessors, but I don’t 
know what all was going on to 
address some of this stuff.”

This story was produced by 
the Better Government Asso-
ciation, a nonprofit news or-
ganization based in Chicago. 
Kira Leadholm was assigned to 
the BGA as a graduate student 
from Northwestern University’s 
Medill School of Journalism, 
Media, Integrated Marketing 
Communications.

• Profits   (Continued from page 7)

Kid’s Night Out
Lena United Methodist 

Church started a new event,  
“Kid’s Night Out,” on De-
cember  2.  This event will be 
held the first Thursday of each 
month from 5:30-8 p.m. at the 
church at 118 W. Mason St., 
Lena.  Kids 5-10 years old can 
come join us for crafts, games, 
food, friends and fun.  Moms 
and Dads, have a parent’s night 
out too… we’ll see you by 8 
pm.  Kids will be supervised 
at all times by adults and older 
church youth.  Masks will be 
required except while eating 
and drinking.  Dinner will be 
served; please let us know of 
any food allergies when you 
RSVP.  Kid’s night is free!  
Please RSVP so we can plan 
accordingly:  email umclena@
gmail.com or call 815-369-
5291.  (Free event, donations 
accepted… RSVPs appreciated 
but drop-ins are most welcome, 
too!  The next Kid’s Night 
Out is January 6 at 5:30-8pm  
“Snow Much Fun”.

Storybook Christmas Awards
 The Storybook Christmas 

Awards were sponsored by 
the LBPA and Lena Beautifi-
cation Co.  Congratulations to 
the follow winners:

Store Window Display
Lena Fitness Center

Lighted Parade 
Most unique: Ryan Fretag 
Best use of theme: Lena 

Brewery
Best use of lights: Lena Li-

ons

Home Christmas 
Decorations

Best use of lights: The Fre-
tag Family

Most unique use of lights: 
The Mark Blakely Family

Judge’s Choice: The Gran-
don Harn Family
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