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Residential & Commercial Services

24 HOUR SERVICE
855.499.HEAT  loescherhvac.com
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The Queen appears!
 Congratulations to Annette Ditsworth, the Queen of Hearts Raffle winner of 
$34,195! The Second Queen of Hearts Progressive Raffle will start on March 17 and 
will continue every Thursday at 7 p.m.  Six tickets can be purchased for $5 at Little 
John’s Tap located in downtown Pearl City.  Thank you for supporting the Lions Club 
and the community. 

LBPA holds 
Easter 
promotion

 Spring is on its way and 
the Lena Business and Pro-
fessional Association (LBPA) 
is busy making Easter baskets 
for local businesses.  Purchas-
ing a basket and participating 
in the raffle is a fun way to in-
vite in customers. 

The baskets are displayed 
in participating businesses 
and customers can fill out a 
raffle sign-up slip to be en-
tered into the drawing starting 
Monday, April 4 through Fri-
day, April 15.  Each business 
must create their own sign-up 
slips and collection container.  
Final drawings will take place 
at the end of the day on April 
15 and each business will 
notify the winning customer 
to come pick up their basket 
prize.  

Businesses that participate 
will also be advertised on the 
LBPA Facebook page.  This 
year the baskets will be made 
by Sweetie Me Candy and 
Gift Shop. The cost to partic-
ipate is $35 and baskets must 
be reserved by March 18.  The 
baskets will be delivered to 
businesses starting April 1. 

 Please make checks out to 
Lena Business & Profession-
al Association and mail to 
LBPA at PO Box 204, Lena, 
IL 61048-0204, or make the 
payment at the time the bas-
ket is delivered. Upon com-
pletion of the raffle, please 
contact DeVoe Floral at 815-
369-5549 with the name of 
the winning customer.
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Happy 71st Birthday
Larry Smith

on March 19!!
Everybody come to 

Corner Tap in Stockton at 
12:30 p.m. for a light lunch

414055

29 years ago on
March 14, 1993, a great

woman died. That woman was
my grandmother
ORA LYONS

It’s amazing how special people
can make their way into your

heart and memory. I was only 5
years old, but Grandma Lyons
shares some of my warmest
memories. She left a huge

impression on me. Her love &
compassion amazed me and set

a standard for me. 
Now at the age of 34

I still think of her and miss
her greatly.

Her Grandson,
Chad Quandt
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In loving Memory of ORA Lyons
We do not need a special day to bring 
you to our minds. The days we do not 
think of you are very hard to find. Each 
morning when we awake we know that 
you are gone. And no one knows the 
heartache as we try to carry on. Our 

hearts still ache with sadness and secret 
tears still flow. What it meant to lose 

you, no one will ever know. Our thoughts 
are always with you, your place no one 
can fill. In life we loved you dearly, in 

death we love you still. There will always 
be a heartache, and often silent tears. 
But always a precious memory of the 

days you were here. If tears would make a 
staircase and heartache make a lane, we’d 

walk the path to heaven and bring you 
home again. We hold you close within 

our hearts, and there you will remain, to 
walk with us throughout our lives, until 

we meet again.
Love, Her Children & Grandchildren

414057

St. Jude’s Novena

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus
be adored, glorified, loved, and
preserved throughout the world
now and forever. Sacred heart of

Jesus, pray for us,

St. Jude, worker of miracles,
pray for us;

St. Jude, help of the hopeless,
pray for us.

Say this prayer 9 times a day, by
the 8th day your prayers will be

answered. It has never been
known to fail.

Publication must be promised.

Thank you, St. Jude.
406118
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 Cereal rye cover crops 
grow over recently har-
vested corn.

By Joanie Stiers 
ILLINOIS FARM BUREAU 
PARTNERS CONTRIBUTOR 

After farmer Lucas Roney 
spends the fall season gath-
ering crops, he likes seeing 
his fields greening with new 
growth as he parks harvest-
ing equipment in the shed.

“As farmers, we always 
like to see things growing,” 
said Roney, who grows corn 
and soybeans with his family 
in Moultrie County. “When-
ever you can look out there in 
the winter and see there are 
plants growing in the field, it 
makes you feel good about 
what you are doing. You feel 
like you’re keeping the soil 
alive.”

They’ve got it covered
Throughout the Illinois 

landscape, more and more 
farmers have adopted the use 
of cover crops, a ground cov-
er planted but not harvested 
in the traditional sense. In-
stead, a cover crop’s job is 
to hold soil in place, keep the 
soil active, store nutrients, 
retain moisture and improve 
the soil structure. (Some cov-
er crops are harvested for for-
age, such as oats and turnips 
used for feeding cattle.)

Environmental benefits 
abound, including reduction 
of both soil erosion and nu-
trient loss into rivers and 
streams. By spring, farm-
ers terminate the cover crop 
and plant corn and soybeans 
directly into the residual 
blanket that naturally gives 
yield-robbing weeds less 
space to grow.

 
An unharvested benefit

An early adopter of cov-
er crops, Livingston County 
farmer Matt Boucher remem-
bers neighbors asking if he 
was growing hay or planned 
to harvest a field of rye be-
fore planting it to soybeans.

Instead, he planted right 
into the green cover on his 
field, contrary to the most 
popular practice of plant-
ing into a field considered 
“clean,” or free of growth. 
Today, his farm primari-
ly uses a drill to sow cover 
crops on about 70% of the 
family’s farmland. He also 
has hired aerial application, 
which involves showering 
cover crop seed above stand-
ing corn or soybeans just 
before fall harvest to grow 
by late fall. Sometimes, fer-
tilizer-spreading trucks have 
broadcasted cover crop seed 
across a harvested field.

Boucher’s most common 
cover crop choices include 
annual rye, cereal rye, buck-
wheat or radish (not the type 
for eating, rather a deep-root-
ed variety that breaks up 
compacted soil).

“We’ve gone from a 
straight single product to 
12- to 15-way mixes of cov-

er crop varieties, and we’ve 
seen good results in both 
their various situations,” said 
Boucher, who grows corn, 
soybeans and wheat with his 
family.

Boucher doesn’t measure 
the results of cover crops in 
bushels or the boost to his 
corn and soybean produc-
tion. Instead, his family sets 
environmental goals for the 
cover crops to accomplish, 
such as reduced erosion, 
weed control, nitrogen natu-
rally produced from a legume 
cover crop or even “tillage.” 
He finds that cover crops and 
their various root systems 
loosen the soil and produce 
a suitable seedbed without 
relying solely on means of 
mechanical tillage.

 
Barriers to adoption

Cover crop adopters recog-
nize the investment in man-
agement, time and expense 
creates the largest barrier to 
wider adoption.

Namely, cover crops do not 
generate income for farmers. 
Cash crops like corn and soy-
beans do, and farmers fear 
risking the profitability that 
puts food on their tables.

“We are putting something 
out in the field that isn’t go-
ing to be harvested, that we 
are not necessarily going to 
get a direct financial result 
from year one,” Boucher 
said. “It can be a challenge 
for some farmers to see the 
return on their investment.”

After about seven years of 
cover crops, his family now 
sees improvements in the soil 
structure. Boucher shares 
these results and cover crop 
tips on the farm’s Facebook 
page and through the fami-
ly’s seed company, Potential 
Ag. In addition to corn and 
soybean seed, Boucher also 
sells seed for cover crops and 
works with farmer customers 
who want to learn more about 
this trending conservation 
practice.

Roney’s cover crop prac-
tices are enrolled in the 
Conservation Stewardship 
Program, a U.S. Department 
of Agriculture initiative that 
helps with its costs. He also 
provides updates on his cov-
er crops in reports for the 
Illinois Farm Bureau Crop-
Watchers® 2.0 program on 
FarmWeekNow.com, which 
provides farmers statewide 
with internet-based region-
al crop updates during the 
growing season.

“I really think there is go-
ing to be increased adoption 
in cover crops,” Roney said.

 
This story was distributed 

through a cooperative proj-
ect between Illinois Farm 
Bureau and the Illinois Press 
Association. For more food 
and farming news, visit IL-
FBpartners.com.

Cover crops protect soil between growing seasons
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30th ANNUAL ROCK RIVER VALLEY TRAIN SHOW

$5 Admission
(12 & under FREE)

Saturday, March 26 • 10 am - 5 pm
Sunday, March 27 • 10 am - 3 pm

HARLEM HIGH SCHOOL
9929 N. Alpine Rd., Rockford, IL

• Displays • Vendors 
• Layouts • Lunch Stand 

• Door Prizes
rrvd-nmra.com

NATIONAL MODEL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION

Scouts in
uniform

and active
military
FREE

413232

Lena Town
Garage Sales
May 6th & 7th
Mark Your Calendar!!!

Registration form in the paper through April 27
REGISTER EARLY!!!!

414224

‘The Madigan Enterprise:’ Inside the federal 
indictment of the state’s former speaker

Madigan says government is ‘attempting to criminalize’ job recommendations 
By Beth Hundsdorfer
and Jerry Nowicki 
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

In a 106-page, 22-count 
indictment, federal prosecu-
tors painted a picture of for-
mer House Speaker Michael 
Madigan as the leader, along 
with a longtime confidante, 
of a sweeping criminal enter-
prise that influenced legisla-
tion for personal power and 
financial gain. 

“The Madigan Enterprise,” 
as prosecutors called it in the 
document filed March 2, ben-
efitted from Madigan’s po-
sition as a Democratic ward 
committeeman, speaker of the 
Illinois House of Representa-
tives, chairman of the Demo-
cratic Party of Illinois and law 
partner at Madigan & Getzen-
danner. 

In those capacities, Madi-
gan, either personally or 
through confidante Michael 
McClain, is accused of guid-
ing the enterprise’s illegal 
activities to punish opponents 
and reward loyalists, all while 
generating money for him and 
other members of the criminal 
enterprise, according to the in-
dictment and comments from 
U.S. Attorney John Lausch Jr. 
of the Northern District of Il-
linois. 

The feds accused Madigan 
of using intermediaries, fal-
sifying documents, meeting 
in-person and using third-par-
ty phones to avoid detection 
by federal agents, as well as 
speaking in coded language to 
protect the conspiracy.

But the former speaker still 
vehemently denied wrongdo-
ing in a statement distributed 
by his lawyers, Sheldon Zen-
ner and Gil Soffer of the Kat-
ten law firm.

“I was never involved in 
any criminal activity,” Madi-
gan said in a statement dis-
tributed by the law firm. “The 
government is attempting to 
criminalize a routine constitu-

ent service: job recommenda-
tions. That is not illegal, and 
these other charges are equal-
ly unfounded.” 

The statement directly con-
tradicted claims made pub-
licly in the indictment and 
by Lausch at a news confer-
ence announcing the charges 
March 2. 

Madigan and the enter-
prise are accused of receiving 
bribes and “unlawful personal 
financial advantage(s)” from 
parties that had business with 
the state and city of Chicago. 
Madigan’s power to pass or 
kill legislation in the General 
Assembly, along with his con-
trol over resources through his 
various positions of power, 
were used to entice financial 
rewards from third parties, ac-
cording to the allegations. 

In that effort, the enterprise 
used “threats, intimidation, 
and extortion to solicit bene-
fits from private parties,” and 
used facilities of interstate 
commerce to further the goals 
of the enterprise, another fed-
eral crime, according to the 
indictment. 

Madigan: ‘I adamantly 
deny these accusations’

Madigan, 79, and McClain, 
74, both face charges of rack-
eteering, conspiracy, bribery 
and wire fraud. Madigan fac-
es additional charges for at-
tempted extortion. 

While the sprawling indict-
ment outlines wire taps and 
email conversations and even 
directly quotes the former 
speaker, Madigan’s lawyers 
said in a statement, “neither 
the law nor the facts support 
these baseless charges, and 
the evidence will prove it.”

“Throughout my 50 years 
as a public servant, I worked 
to address the needs of my 
constituents, always keeping 
in mind the high standards re-
quired and the trust the public 
placed in me,” Madigan said, 

according to the statement. “I 
adamantly deny these accusa-
tions and look back proudly 
on my time as an elected of-
ficial, serving the people of 
Illinois.” 

The indictment detailed 
several schemes attributed to 
the Madigan Enterprise.

The first involved Chica-
go-based electric company 
Commonwealth Edison, or 
ComEd. Many of those de-
tails had already been made 
public in a deferred prosecu-
tion agreement the company 
entered into in July 2020. 

The indictment alleges that 
Madigan shepherded the pas-
sage of legislation that helped 
ComEd, specifically the En-
ergy Infrastructure and Mod-
ernization Act in 2011 and 
the Future Energy Jobs Act 
in 2016. In 2018, legislation 
adverse to ComEd was killed, 
per the indictment. 

In exchange for his support 
of legislation favorable to 
ComEd, the indictment stated 
that Madigan placed political 
pals into ComEd’s intern pro-
gram, even though they may 
not have been qualified. 

He also allegedly named 
his choice for an appoint-
ment to ComEd’s board, re-
ceived “vendor” jobs for his 
friends on ComEd’s payroll 
that required little or no work, 
and received contracts from 
ComEd for his political allies. 

The indictment includes 
forfeiture actions against Mc-
Clain and Madigan for $2.8 
million for proceeds they al-
legedly obtained, directly or 
indirectly, from racketeering 
activity.

Alderman A
A central player in another 

scheme is identified as Al-
derman A, who “cooperated 
in an undercover capacity” 
with the FBI. Alderman A has 
been identified as Danny So-
lis, who served as the city’s 

zoning committee chair on 
the timeline identified in the 
indictment. 

According to the indict-
ment, in 2018 Madigan solicit-
ed Solis to usher work toward 
his law firm in exchange for 
getting Solis a state board ap-
pointment at about $100,000 a 
year. Madigan said he would 
arrange for the appointment 
of Solis to the Illinois Com-
merce Commission or the Il-
linois Labor Relations Board 
and tried to get a state job for 
Solis’ relative, according to 
the indictment.  

Such an appointment would 
have to come from the state’s 
governor, a position that, at 
the time, was slated to be 
filled by Gov. JB Pritzker 
within months of the alleged 
misconduct. 

The indictment does not al-
lege any misconduct by Pritz-
ker, and Solis did not receive 
an appointment to a state 
board. 

Pritzker, however, did meet 
with federal investigators as a 
witness in the Madigan inves-
tigation, and he was “pleased 
to cooperate,” according to 
his office. He spoke with fed-
eral investigators in a virtual 
meeting for more than an hour 
in late February, according to 
Pritzker’s spokesperson Jor-
dan Abudayyeh.  

Pritzker condemns 
Madigan

Pritzker condemned Madi-
gan in harsh terms and an-
swered questions on the in-
dictment at an unrelated news 
conference. He said it was 
not immediately clear to him 
at the time of the questioning 

that an indictment would be 
forthcoming, and he did not 
suspect any misconduct from 
Madigan in their interactions 
pertaining to state govern-
ment. 

“Remember, I was gover-
nor. He was speaker of the 
House. There was a Senate 
president, there were leaders 
across the General Assem-
bly,” he said. “I needed to 
work with all of them and so 
none of the interactions that I 
had were anything other than 
about, you know, things to do 
with doing the right thing in 
government for the people.”

In another scheme detailed 
in the indictment, Madigan 
sought an introduction from 
Solis to a multi-unit apart-
ment developer that was 
seeking a favorable zoning 
decision from Solis’ commit-
tee. Madigan was allegedly 
seeking business for his pri-
vate law firm from the devel-
oper identified only as Com-
pany C.  

The feds alleged that on 
June 23, 2017, Solis told 
Madigan, “I think they un-
derstand how this works, you 
know, the quid pro quo, the 
quid pro quo,” in reference 
to the apartment developer. 
Madigan allegedly respond-
ed, “OK …Very good.” 

On July 18, 2017, Madigan 
allegedly told Solis privately 
not to use the term “quid pro 
quo.” 

“You’re just recommend-
ing … because if they don’t 
get a good result on their real 
estate taxes, the whole project 
will be in trouble… Which is 
not good for your ward. So 
you want high quality repre-

sentation,” Madigan is quoted 
as saying in the indictment. 

Then there was the parking 
lot in Chicago’s Chinatown 
neighborhood.  

In 2017, a group of real 
estate developers, identified 
only as Group A in the in-
dictment, was involved in 
the development of a large 
commercial development that 
would include a hotel in Chi-
cago’s Chinatown neighbor-
hood. But the development 
group needed a parking lot 
that was owned by the state.  

Madigan agreed to use 
his position as speaker of 
the House to assist with the 
transfer of the Chinatown 
parcel, according to the in-
dictment. In exchange, legal 
work would be steered to his 
private law firm, Madigan & 
Getzendanner, which would 
generate legal fees that per-
sonally benefitted Madigan.

When two legislators op-
posed the transfer of the 
Chinatown parcel, Madigan 
suggested sending a delega-
tion from Chinatown to visit 
two state senators to persuade 
them to remove their opposi-
tion, according to the indict-
ment.

In November, Secretary of 
State Jesse White’s Office re-
ceived letters from business 
owners in Chinatown, oppos-
ing the transfer. 

Madigan advised that the 
bill to transfer the land would 
not go forward during the 
veto session, but he would at-
tempt to try to get it through 
the legislature in May 2019.

Madigan’s arraignment 
was scheduled to have taken 
place on Wednesday. 
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Federal & State 
Tax Returns

Payroll 
Tax Returns

Rhonda 
McPeek

304 East North Avenue
(on Rte. 20 across from NAPA)  

Stockton
815-541-3969

392188

BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!
10% MORE for 

jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mint Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Coins 
Flatware • Diamonds • Sterling
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M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Join Us 
For Our...

Stop in or contact us for a FREE consultation. 

800-373-5550 • ClearyBuilding.com

MARCH 17-18 • 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.    MARCH 19 • 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION
DAYS SALE!

For Our...

• Strongest Structure in the Industry

• DreamMaker 3D Design Software

• We Manufacture & Construct Our Product

•                          Lifetime Steel Warranty

• Featuring                Doors

• Builders Risk & Full Insurance

Why Choose CLEARY?

FREE GIFT with every building 
designed with our DreamMaker 3D 

Software!

Oregon, IL
1010 Pines Road 

(State Hwy.2)
815-732-9101
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AF

FORDABLE

RW A T E

Repair on all makes & models
SERVICE CALL

SPECIAL $39.95

Serving the area for over 30 years

$200 OFF
any water conditioner 

or iron filter!

EXPIRES 6/1/22. COUPON MUST BE USED AT TIME OF PURCHASE

815-544-0978
1-877-353-7638TOLL

FREE

414069

Daws MeMorials
MonuMent sales

Bruce
815-369-4246 or 815-238-6307

Weekends, Evening & Holiday 
appointments welcome!

207 Leet Street • Lena, IL 61048

Est. 1991

392492 Façade improvement 
grants now available 

 A new round of grant fund-
ing is available for the City of 
Freeport’s Façade Improve-
ment Program. With this new 
application period, a Façade 
Improvement Workshop is 
scheduled for Wednesday, 
March 16, at 7:30 a.m. at City 
Hall. 

 The Façade Improvement 
Grant Program is designed to 
provide owners of properties 
financial incentives to pre-
serve, restore, and rehabilitate 

the exterior features of build-
ings located within the Down-
town Tax Increment Redevel-
opment (TIF) Area. 

 The City has proposed a 
budget of $20,000 for 2022, 
funded by the Downtown TIF. 
The funds will be payable as a 
reimbursement of up to 50% 
of the project costs, which 
cannot exceed $15,000 total. 

The grants are provided by 
the City of Freeport in recog-
nition of the positive impact 

that individual facade rehabil-
itations can have on the over-
all appearance and quality of 
storefronts. 

 Applications will be ac-
cepted through April 12. 

For more information, vis-
it https://cityoffreeport.org/
documents/facade-improve-
ment-grant-program-appli-
cation-packet/ or contact the 
Community and Economic 
Development Department at 
815-235-8202. 

By Jerry Nowicki
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

A House revenue commit-
tee on Feb. 24 heard projec-
tions of an Illinois economy 
that is steadily moving back 
toward a level of pre-pandem-
ic normalcy, which means 
revenue spikes realized due 
to temporary changes in con-
sumer spending habits and 
federal stimulus packages are 
expected to subside.  

Illinois Department of Rev-
enue Director David Harris 
characterized the COVID-19 
pandemic as a “black swan 
event” which sent state rev-

enues tumbling by $400 mil-
lion in 2020. 

“A black swan is very rare, 
and rare events can happen 
and upset the financial apple 
cart,” Harris told the House 
Revenue and Finance Com-
mittee. 

But in response to that 
so-called black swan event, 
consumers nationwide shift-
ed to purchasing more goods 
than services, and the federal 
government provided direct 
financial payments to Ameri-
cans and expanded unemploy-
ment insurance benefits.

That sparked a near two-

State revenues $4.6 billion higher for 
current fiscal year than initially projected 

Consumer habits, federal unemployment increases helped drive tax revenues upward
year period of substantial 
state revenue growth, par-
tially because Illinois taxes 
goods, but not most services, 
so the redistribution of spend-
ing correlated directly to a rise 
in sales tax revenue. As well, 
unemployment benefits are 
taxable by the state, and many 
individuals who collected en-
hanced federal benefits saw 
greater income levels than be-
fore the pandemic.

Corporations have made 
out OK as well, according to 
Harris. 

“To give you an example, 
in December alone, just in 
December, we received $961 
million in corporate income 
tax receipts,” he said. “That’s 
in one month. In a given year, 
a normal year would be $3.5 
billion or thereabouts in cor-
porate income tax receipts for 
the entire year.” 

The windfalls in the big 
three revenue sources—indi-
vidual and corporate income 

tax and sales tax—created un-
precedented, at least in mod-
ern times, flexibility for Gov. 
JB Pritzker to craft a budget 
for the upcoming year that 
dedicates surpluses to paying 
down old debts. Negotiations 
on a final budget continue in 
the General Assembly.  

Specifically, revenues for 
the fiscal year ending on June 
30 are expected to be about 
$4.6 billion greater than were 
projected when the governor 
signed the budget into law last 
year, according to a presenta-
tion by the Commission on 
Government Forecasting and 
Accountability.

COGFA expects state cof-
fers will have taken in $48.5 
billion by the end of the fiscal 
year, up from a $44.4 billion 
projection in the budget that 
lawmakers approved in May.

The base state revenue 
sources actually grew by $4.6 
billion, however, because the 
governor’s office amended its 

planned use of federal funds 
to offset General Revenue 
Fund spending downward by 
$500 million due to the sur-
plus. 

The updated FY 22 esti-
mates include a $1.6 billion 
increase in personal income 
tax from initial expected lev-
els, a $1.2 billion increase in 
corporate income tax, and a 
$926 million increase in sales 
tax revenue. 

The revenues for January 
alone were $1.2 billion great-
er than the prior year, accord-
ing to COGFA. 

 
Upcoming budget year

Harris and other fiscal prog-
nosticators projected that Fis-
cal Year 2023, which begins 
July 1, will continue to see a 
solid revenue performance, 
but it will also begin a period 
of leveling, where the last two 
years of fiscal breathing room 
trend back to normal.

COGFA’s FY 23 revenue 

estimate is $671 million low-
er than its updated FY 22 es-
timate, not including federal 
funding. Federal American 
Rescue Plan Act funding ac-
counts for $1.5 billion of the 
FY 22 budget but no such 
expenditures are anticipated 
for FY 23 in terms of GRF re-
placement funding. 

But representatives of 
IDOR, COGFA and the Gov-
ernor’s Office of Management 
and Budget noted the picture 
for the upcoming fiscal year 
could change quickly as ten-
sions continue amid the Rus-
sian invasion of Ukraine, 
which was escalating quickly 
at the time of the Thursday 
morning hearing. 

“Will Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine be a black swan 
event that causes disruptions 
that ripple across revenue 
streams? We do not know,” 
IDOR director Harris said. 
“But again, the trends so far 
are positive. And the forecasts 
presented today for FY 23 are 
positive ones.” 

Republican lawmakers also 
inquired about inflation, and 
the budgeteers said projec-
tions generally anticipated 
“several months” of contin-
ued upward inflation before 
the trend reverses, and their 
current projections anticipate 
the inflation rate to be 7.9 per-
cent. 

Sustained Russian sanc-
tions could impact anything 
from energy prices to the cost 
of wheat, so projections will 
be updated as needed, accord-
ing to IDOR.  

As the projections stand 
now, according to House Ma-
jority Leader Greg Harris, 
who is a chief budgeteer in the 
chamber, the governor and the 
General Assembly will have 
the flexibility to pay down old 
debt and prepare the state for 
future fiscal downturns.

See REVENUES, Page 5
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STOCKTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
236 N. PEARL ST.

815-947-3321

PRESCHOOL SCREENING FOR
THE 2022-2023 SCHOOL YEAR
DATES: APRIL 11 & 12

• The Preschool Screening is for all students NOT currently enrolled
 in Early Learning Academy (formerly known as Family Ties) or
 Learning Ties programs.

• All children MUST be screened through Stockton School District
 to enroll in Stockton Preschool.

•  Screening is required for all children turning 3 on or before 9/1/22.
 The screening takes approximately 60 minutes and includes
 checks/discussion of progress in the areas of language, motor
 skills and general development.

• Please provide your child’s certified birth certificate from the
 courthouse, physical, and a copy of your child’s 
 immunizations record.

•  All preschool age children residing in the Stockton School District
 are eligible.

414300

Rep. Harris, who is not re-
lated to the IDOR director, said 
the preferred course is to use 
the major windfalls for one-
time expenditures. 

Included in the governor’s 
plan is an infusion of $600 
million to the “rainy day” fund 
from the surplus in the current 
fiscal year, as well as $279 mil-
lion from the upcoming fiscal 
year. That fund had been spent 
down to almost nothing during 
the budget impasse of 2015 to 
2017.

The governor also proposed 
dedicating $898 million to pay 
down overdue health insurance 
bills. His proposal also includes 
spending $300 million of the 
surplus to pay down pension 
debt, with $200 million added 
to the statutory payment in the 
upcoming budget. 

 
ARPA funding

The House committee, and 
Harris at the news conference, 
also discussed the state’s plan 

for the remaining American 
Rescue Plan Act funding. Illi-
nois directly received $8.1 bil-
lion from President Joe Biden’s 
stimulus plan, and about $3.5 
billion remains, Rep. Harris 
said.  

He added that a working 
group made up of both parties 
as well as business and labor 
interests is currently discussing 
the plan for retiring $4.5 billion 
in debt to the federal govern-
ment that the state incurred to 
keep its unemployment system 
running at the height of the 
pandemic. That borrowing has 
accrued $36 million of interest 
due by Sept. 30, according to 
the U.S. Treasury. 

Republicans at the Feb. 24 
hearing suggested the gover-
nor reapportion his planned 
$1.5 billion in ARPA spend-
ing for FY 22, using it to pay 
down trust fund debt instead of 
replenishing state coffers for 
COVID-19-related spending. 

Rep. Harris said the work-

ing group is coming up with a 
“menu of options” for paying 
down the backlog which could 
include ARPA funds. Gener-
ally, such a solution includes 
some combination of decreases 
to benefits, increases to em-
ployer premiums or some infu-
sion of state, federal or private 
funding. 

While Pritzker’s proposed 
FY 23 budget is largely not re-
liant on ARPA funds, one major 
proposed expenditure –  $250 
million for violence interven-
tion funding – would be fund-
ed primarily by a $235 million 
lump sum from ARPA.

Rep. Harris said the inter-
vention funding is often “short-
term,” but the state will monitor 
the violence prevention pro-
gram’s efficacy over the next 
few years as ARPA funding 
remains available and consider 
future expenditures in future 
budget years.

The governor’s plan to pay 
down debt with the one-time 

• Revenues   (Continued from page 4)

surplus this year could free up 
funds in the future, he said. 

“Tens and tens of millions or 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
have been going out to repay 
debt that could otherwise be 
going to fund programs like 
that in future years,” he said of 
recently enacted budgets. “So 
being fiscally responsible now, 
it’s going to pay us a lot of divi-
dends in the coming years.”

Rock ValleyPublishing LLC Weekly news including:

The Journal • The Herald • The Gazette • Tempo • The Shopper • The Clinton Topper
The Independent-Register • Belvidere Republican • The Scoop Today • The Shopper’s Guide

Your community in your hands...

Find us online: rvpnews.com • indreg.com

H Community News 
H Police Beat
H Local News

H Upcoming Events

H Church News
H Legals

H Auctions
H Classifieds

39
28

72

EVANGELICAL FREE 
CHURCH OF LENA
720 N. Freedom Street

Lena, IL • 815-369-5591
Rev. Scott Wilson

Assoc. Pastor of Youth

Sunday Worship 
10:00 a.m.

ABF 8:45 a.m.
Awana

Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

Listen to pastor’s weekly sermon 
at www.lenafreechurch.org

409923
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Northwestern Illinois Community Action Agency
Housing Stability/ Homeless Prevention 
Program/Rental/Mortgage Assistance 

Northwestern Illinois Community Action Agency has funding through 
DCEO CSBG Program and DHS Homeless Prevention Program to assist 
families in Stephenson and Jo Daviess Counties who are past due on their 
rent or mortgage, payments and are in danger of becoming homeless or 
are homeless due to a recent financial crisis affecting their ability to pay 
housing costs including COVID-19 related conditions.

Have you experienced one of the following crisis conditions:
• COVID-19 related loss of employment or reduction in work hours
• Loss of Employment or substantial reduction in work hours
• Current Medical Disability or Emergency
• Loss or Delay of some form of Public Benefit
• Natural Disaster
• Change in Household Composition
• Illegal Action by a Landlord
• Displacement by a Government or Private Action
• Some other condition beyond your control which creates a financial 

hardship (such as a large car repair bill)

You may be eligible for assistance if you:
• Can provide third-party documentation of your financial crisis condition

Documents that are required to apply:
• Proof of Social Security numbers for all members of the household
• Proof of all income for all members of the household for the 30 days prior 

to the application date
• 2020 income tax return
• Current Benefit letter for household members receiving SSA, SSI or SSD 

income
• Copies of your current utility bills (electric, gas/propane, water)
• Current Lease or Mortgage with contact information
• Eviction Notice or Past Due Letter from landlord, mortgage, and/or water company
• Third Party Documentation of financial hardship condition

We are in the office and taking applications for NICAA program assistance by 
phone, mail, email and fax. Please call our office at 815-232-3141 or  800-883-
1111 between the hours of 8 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. Monday through Friday for 
information on how to apply.

Northwestern Illinois Community Action Agency
27 S. State Ave., Suite 102, Freeport, IL 61032

815-232-3141 • www.nicaa.org 414292

Northwestern Illinois Community Action Agency
PY22 LIHEAP Emergency Furnace Program 

Northwestern Illinois Community Action Agency has funding from the 
Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity (DCEO) for the LIHEAP 
Emergency Furnace Assistance Program for income eligible households of 
Stephenson and Jo Daviess Counties who are homeowners and whose 
existing heating system is not operational (fails to operate, fails to produce 
adequate heat, operates in an unsafe manner) or has been red-tagged by 
their utility.

The purpose of the LIHEAP Furnace program is to restore heat to the 
household and is available from September 1, 2021 through March 31, 
2022 or until funds are exhausted.

All income eligible homeowners may apply for emergency furnace 
assistance. The household must have active service with both primary and 
secondary heating utilities. Households with disconnected utilities are not 
eligible for this assistance.

To qualify for the LIHEAP Emergency Furnace Program, the household 
must first apply and be approved for LIHEAP or PIPP assistance. Please 
call the office at 815-232-3141 or 800-883-1111 between 8:00 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. to receive an application packet. All completed application 
packets and documents must be submitted by mail, email, drop-box, or 
fax. Limited appointments may be made for special needs, depending on 
current conditions.

Income Guidelines: 
 Family Size 30 Day Income Family Size 30 Day Income
   1 $2,147 6 $5,930
 2 $2,903 7  $6,590
 3 $3,660 8 $6,737
 4  $4,417 9  $6,883
 5 $5,173 10 $7,029
   11 $7,285

For each additional person add $568

** The following documents will be required to apply for assistance. **
 • Social Security Cards for all members of the household.
 • Proof of all gross income for all household members for 30 days prior 

and including the application date such as pay check stubs, SSA/
SSI/SSD income, pension/retirement statements, child support, 
unemployment reports, TANF/AABD/Township GA assistance notices, 
self employment reports, and proof of zero income.

 • Complete current heat and electric bills issued within the last 30 days.
 • Copy of real estate tax bill
 • Copy of warranty deed, contract for deed, or quit claim deed (all of these 

must be stamped and registered with the county clerk); or Copy of 
current mortgage statement; or Copy of the original title if your home 
is a mobile home.

Northwestern Illinois Community Action Agency
27 S. State Ave., Suite 102, Freeport, IL 61032

815-232-3141 or 800-883-1111 • www.nicaa.org 414293

Northwestern Illinois Community Action Agency
PY22 LIHEAP/PIPP/LIHWAP/

WEATHERIZATION
Northwestern Illinois Community Action Agency, as administrator of the 
Home Energy Assistance Program in Stephenson and Jo Daviess Counties, 
is pleased to announce that funds are available to assist income-eligible 
households with their natural gas, propane, and electric heating bills, furnace 
assistance for homeowners, and emergency water bill assistance. 

The LIHEAP program began Sept. 1, 2021 for all income-eligible households. 
Applications will be taken on a first-come first-served basis through May 31. 
All income-eligible households are encouraged to apply.

Applicants may apply for a DVP payment or the PIPP program. The 
Direct Vendor Payment (DVP) provides a one-time benefit payment for 
income eligible households to gas or propane and electric utilities and for 
reconnection assistance. 

Applicants with ComEd and /or Nicor Gas as utility providers may have the 
option of choosing the Percentage of Income Payment Plan (PIPP) instead 
of the DVP. The PIPP program is a bill payment program that assists eligible 
customers by paying a monthly state benefit while the customer pays a 
monthly payment based on a percentage of their household income. PIPP 
applications will be taken on a first-come first served basis until March 31, or 
until NICAA has reached maximum capacity of households for the program.

LIHWAP assistance with a one-time payment on their water/sewer bills is 
available for approved LIHEAP/PIPP applicants with one of the following 
conditions: water service disconnected or imminent disconnection, or past 
due water/sewer bills of $250 or more.

Please call the office at 815-232-3141 or 800-883-1111 between 8 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. to receive an application packet. Completed application packets 
and documents must be submitted by mail, email, drop box, or fax.  Limited 
appointments for special needs may be made, depending on current 
conditions.

Income Guidelines: 
 Family Size 30 Day Income Family Size 30 Day Income
 1 $2,147 6 $5,930
 2 $2,903 7 $6,590
 3 $3,660 8  $6,737   
 4 $4,417 9 $6,883
 5 $5,173 10  $7,029
   11 $7,285
For more than 11 household members, add $568 for each one.

** To submit an application, you MUST submit ALL of the required 
documents. **

 • Proof of Social Security numbers or Individual Taxpayer Identification 
Number (ITIN) for all household members. Individuals without an SSN 
or ITIN can still apply and NICAA will advise 

 • Proof of all gross income for all household members for 30 days prior 
and including the application date such as pay check stubs, SSA/SSI/
SSD income, pension/retirement statements, unemployment reports, 
child support,TANF/AABD/Township GA assistance, self- employment 
reports and proof of zero income.  

 • Complete current heat and electric bills issued within the last 30 days.   
 • Complete current water/sewer bill for emergency water bill assistance.
 • Copy of current lease if any utilities are included in the rent payment

Northwestern Illinois Community Action Agency
27 S. State Ave., Suite 102, Freeport, IL 61032

815-232-3141 or 800-883-1111 • www.nicaa.org 414294

MOWERY AUTO PARTS

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks

392194

Martintown Community Church
W8996 Lena Street • Martintown, WI 53522

(1 mile north of Winslow, IL)
Pastor Kevin Cernek • 608-558-0974

Sunday Worship • 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Worship inside or watch from the parking lot 

on the jumbotron
Sunday School for all ages • 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Youth • 6 p.m.
Tuesday Bible Study • 10:30 a.m.

Thursday Prayer & Bible Study • 6 p.m.

412229

Pearl City United Methodist Church

2ND ANNUAL CHILI COOK-OFF
Sunday, March 20 • 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

Contact Jason Barklow
for more information, 815-275-3397

Entry fee is $5 and $5 a cup to try the different chilies.
Awards will be given out for:

1st-3rd place and Fireman’s choice.
Registration deadline is March 16.

41
34

64

Think you have the 
best chili around?

Bring in a batch for 
your chance to win!

393050
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Bauer & Fonseca, P.c.
Certified Public Accountants

Stockton Office:
115 W. Front Ave. • Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-4594
Email: bnfcpas@frontier.com

Tax Season Is Here!
David L. Bauer, CPA • Heather R. Fonseca, CPA
Call for an appointment today!

392186

Your “Main Street Chiropractors”
with over 40 years service to our community

• Palmer Graduates • Digital X-Ray
• BCBS Provider • Electronic Insurance Billing

Liles Chiropractic 
Clinic, Ltd.

Dr. Jared Liles  &  Dr. Jim Liles
238 W. Main St. • Lena

815-369-4974
M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Saturday by Appointment.

397192

Now proudly accepting United Healthcare
and Quartz insurance plans.

414223

The Shopper’s Guide
Will Be Featuring This Year’s 

Lena Town Garage Sales
To Be Held  Friday, May 6 &
Saturday, May 7, 2022

If you have any questions, 
Call Cyndee Stiefel 

Today at 815-369-4112
or email 

lenaads@rvpublishing.com

Name ___________________________________
Address _________________________________
 ________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________

Sign Up Now! Registration Form

IncludesMap & Advertising 
in  The Shopper’s Guide & The Scoop Today

Bring form to The Shopper’s Guide along 
with payment or mail to: 

The Shopper’s Guide,
240 W. Main St., Suite B, Lena, IL 61048

Deadline to sign up is 4 p.m. on Wednesday, April 27
Please Sign Up EARLY. Early Registration is Appreciated!!

Include address in boxes below

$13.00 

MUST BE PREPAID

Include address  and 

garage sale items in boxes 

below. 1 letter per box. 

Including spaces between 

words and punctuation.

Blown away 
by the noise

 I’ve spent all of my life 
in the north, where winter is 
winter and snow is snow. The 
snow falls down from the sky. 
If you want to get to work in 
the morning you often have to 
rid your driveway of it.

 Out of necessity, most of us 
have snow blowers, or shovels 
on a lesser day. Blowing the 
driveway (and sidewalks and 
walkways) typically, happens 
more than a few times each 
winter, which, by the way, 
often lasts for at least six 
months.

 Blowing the snow is 
something northerners do, 
because they have to.

 Those of us living in the 
tundra blow the snow so we 
can back up our vehicles 
past it and pretend it doesn’t 
exist. There is no need to do 
anything more because when 
spring comes (and it inevitably 
does, thank goodness) the 
snow melts and the problem 
of snow mounds blocking the 
view of your neighbor’s yard 
takes care of itself.

 Snow is one of those 
problems in life that just goes 
away, if you wait long enough. 
I wish more problems were 
like that. Sigh.

 But I digress.
 In the north, we have four 

seasons. One is winter. As 
mentioned, winter is often 
as short as six months long. 
The other three seasons share 
the rest of the year. There are 
various yard tasks with each 

season, but notably, in the fall 
we deal with falling leaves.

 They descend from 
deciduous trees and plant 
themselves (well, not literally) 
in our front and back yards. 
Many people do not like 
fallen leaves in their yards 
or boulevards so they take 
measures to remove them.

 In the north this does not 
typically involve any type of 
snow blower or blow dryer. 
The tool of choice is most 
often a technologically simple, 
non-battery-operated rake. 
We rake the leaves into piles. 
Sometimes we jump on the 
piles in the name of fun, but 
at the end of the day we take 
those leaves and put them 
in large garbage bags and 
dispose of them. Some people 
even prop the full leaf bags 
alongside their house in order 
to beef up insulation during the 
long cold winter.

 We northern folk are a 
hardy and resourceful lot.

 I recently took a respite 
from the north to spend time 
in the south. Winter here, in 
essence, is snow-less, snow 

By
JILL
PERTLER
Columnist

Slices of life

See SLICES, Page 13
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HARTZELL’S

7989 IL 78 N • WARREN • 815-745-3311

your
hometown

proud
supermarket

Thursday, March 17th
Serving corned beef & 
cabbage in our deli
11 a.m. until gone

414193

Lena • 815-369-2222

Thursday, March 17
Corned beef & 

cabbage
Starting at 11 a.m.

until gone!
414194

Celebrate  St.  Patrick’s Day
414206

Thursday, March 17
Serving Corned Beef & 
Cabbage, Irish Potatoes

 & Carrots 
Serving All Day

Regular menu also available

414213

815-443-2818

147 South Main

Pearl City, il 61062

414304

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Thank you to our female veterans
 The Lena American Legion Auxiliary held its annual brunch honoring female vet-
erans on Feb. 26.  Present were Marsha Tessendorf, Kathleen Elliott, Esther Heiden-

riech, Linda Piper, Sandra Bell and Maryna Misiewicz.  It was also attended by many 
unit members and two Junior members.  Kathleen is a 99-year-old WWII veteran.
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414212

Wursters
Sales and Service, LLC

Aaron & Tom

wursterservices@yahoo.com

815-947-3470

841 E. North Ave., Hwy 20
Stockton, IL 61085

GET SERIOUS.

NOW OPEN!!

6 Days a Week!
Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Sat. 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

NOW OPEN!!!
Petersen Law and QDROs LLC

Residential Real Estate Transactions 
• Basic Estate Planning 

• Uncontested Divorces • QDROs/QILDROs
126 S. Main Street • Stockton, IL

815-401-4700 • www.petersen.law
info@petersenlawandqdros.com 412967

414165

www.edwardjones.com

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor

640 W. South St, #4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

F
D

I-
18

6
7H

-A

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor
.

640 W South St 4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

Member SIPC

We’re more than just a great rate.

Minimum deposit  $1,000

5-year   APY*

Bank-issued, FDIC-insured 2.00%
* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 03/08/22. CDs offered by Edward Jones are 
bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet 
paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. 
Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject 
to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when 
interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the 
investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early 
withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require 
the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through 
Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are 
registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Ben Bremmer was select-
ed as the District FFA Star in 
Agricultural Placement. Ben 
Bremmer is a member of the 
Pearl City FFA Chapter of the 
Illinois Association FFA. 

 Illinois FFA recognizes 
four outstanding FFA mem-
bers in each of five FFA 
Districts in Illinois. Each is 
honored as the District Star 
Award for outstanding ac-
complishments in FFA and 
Agricultural Education. The 
District Star Awards, includ-
ing the Star Farmer, Star in 
Agribusiness, Star in Agri-
cultural Placement and Star 
in Agriscience recognizes 
FFA members who demon-
strate outstanding agricul-
tural skills and competen-
cies through record keeping, 
leadership, and scholastic 
achievement. Supervised 
Agricultural Experiences, 
referred to as SAEs, allow 
students to learn by doing 
by either owning and operat-
ing an agricultural business, 
working or serving an intern-
ship at an agriculture-based 
business, or conducting an 
agriculture-based scientific 
experiment and reporting re-
sults. 

 Bremmer was also select-
ed as the District FFA Profi-
ciency Winner in Diversified 

Ag Production. Illinois FFA 
recognizes students in 47 
different areas based on their 
work-based learning, also 
known as their SAE. FFA 
members who demonstrate 
outstanding agricultural skills 
and competencies through re-
cord keeping, leadership, and 
scholastic achievement may 
be considered for this award. 

 Bremmer was selected 
as the District Winner for 
District Star in Agricultural 
Placement and in the area of 
Diversified Ag Production by 
a committee of agricultural 
industry representatives and 
teachers knowledgeable in 
this work-based area.  

 Receiving this honor now 
makes Bremmer eligible to 
compete in the State FFA 
Awards Selection process 
in Decatur, IL on Saturday, 
March 26. Bremmer was pre-
viously chosen as the Chapter 
and Section awardee for Star 
in Agricultural Placement 
and the Proficiency Area of 
Diversified Ag Production. 

 Bremmer will receive 
plaques for his accomplish-
ments. These plaques are 
made possible by gifts by 
individuals, businesses, cor-
porations and organizations 
through the Illinois Founda-
tion FFA. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

 Pearl City’s Ben Bremmer was selected as the District 
FFA Proficiency Winner. Bremmer will receive plaques 
for all of his accomplishments. These plaques are made 
possible by gifts by individuals, businesses, corpora-
tions and organizations through the Illinois Foundation 
FFA. Congratulations, Ben! 

Ben Bremmer recognized as District 
FFA star winner and proficiency winner

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Students serving the 
community
 Three student organizations at Pearl City High 
School recently partnered with the Pearl City Li-
ons Club to collect 70 pairs of eyeglasses as part 
of a joint service project.  Pictured are Oliver Petta 
of the National Honor Society, Cheyenne Handsa-
ker of the FFA, and Madi Diddens of the HCC Stu-
dent Leadership group.

Farmers invested in efforts to improve nutrient uses, reduce losses
By Kay Shipman
FARMWEEK

Illinois farmers are invest-
ed in tackling one of agricul-
ture’s biggest challenges—nu-
trient management.

Mercer County farmer Jeff 
Kirwan, chairman of the Il-
linois Nutrient Research and 
Education Council (NREC), 
discussed the importance of 
farmers’ dollars funding re-
search and education ahead of 
a recent NREC meeting on re-
search updates.

Farmers fund NREC by 
paying 75 cents per ton on 
bulk fertilizer bought in the 
state. Since 2012 when it was 
formed, NREC has invested 
$31 million into research and 
education.

“We are unique in the Unit-
ed States,” Kirwan told Farm-
Week. “Our state has a source 
of funding coming from farm-
ers for nutrient research. Other 
states legislate dollars toward 
that.”

Not only do farmers invest 
in the work, but a broad spec-
trum also plays a role in di-
recting research, according to 
Kirwan.

Farmers representing farm 
organizations and commodity 
groups from different parts of 
the state along with represen-
tatives of the fertilizer indus-
try, environmental community 
and state agencies determine 
research priorities. When re-

search proposals are submitted, 
NREC members evaluate those 
and determine funding.

The search for answers re-
mains fluid, Kirwan noted.

“It’s living research,” he 
said. “It seems like we’re al-
ways learning new things from 
every project. We continue 
coming up with new things to 
study and questions we hadn’t 
anticipated.”

Those research questions 
are added to needs along with 
potential issues that surface 
during growing seasons.

As NREC work produces 
results, that information is eval-
uated for possible inclusion in 
the statewide Nutrient Loss Re-
duction Strategy (NLRS). “We 
find new information and keep 
that goal of addressing accurate 
assumptions” of nutrient losses, 

Kirwan said.
In the most recent NLRS 

biennial report, two new con-
servation practices were added 
to options available to reduce 
losses. Those were saturated 
buffers and terraces.

Not only is NREC funded 
by farmers across Illinois, but 
“all this (NREC) information 
is available to everybody,” Kir-
wan said. “It’s presented for 
everyone to use.” Farmers may 
apply NREC research informa-
tion to their farming operations, 
he added.

Any solutions to improve 
fertilizer use are timely given 
the high costs of inputs.

“We’re providing research 
practices to help you (farm-
ers) with nutrient efficiency,” 
Kirwan said. “We have the re-
search backing up these strat-

egies and helping you make 
decisions. In these economic 
times, we (NREC) have the re-
search to provide farmers with 
support in these times we are 
dealing with.”

 This story was distributed 
through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Associa-
tion. For more food and farm-
ing news, visit FarmWeekNow.
com.
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Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE, rvpnews.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

392651

A BIG “THANK YOU”
to those readers who have sent a donation to help 

underwrite The Scoop Today and Shopper’s Guide. For those 
of you who haven’t done so in the past year, but enjoy this 
newspaper and would like to help us pay for its operation,  

please send a donation in any amount to:

240 W. Main Street, Suite B • Lena, IL • 61048
IF YOU THINK YOUR NEWSPAPER IS WORTH

50¢ an issue, it would be $26.00; 75¢ an issue - $39.00 
or $1 an issue - $52.00

You won’t get a tote bag, T-shirt, coffee mug or CD of Lawrence Welk’s
Greatest Hits. But you will get the satisfaction of knowing that you have

helped to support your favorite newspaper.

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

Phone______________________________

__ Please keep my
     paper coming:

392657

the Scoop Today
Shopper’s Guide

By John T. Shaw
DIRECTOR OF THE PAUL SIMON 
PUBLIC POLICY INSTITUTE OF 
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
CARBONDALE

Several years ago, the Paul 
Simon Public Policy Institute 
was invited to join a dozen 
universities in the United 
States to promote bipartisan 
collaboration and productive 
discourse at the state and 
local level.

The Institute developed 
a plan to strengthen 
how congressional 
town hall meetings are 
conducted in Illinois. Our 
recommendations outlined 
ways these meetings could 
be more informative, civil, 
respectful and productive. We 
sent our ideas to members 
of the Illinois congressional 
delegation and received 

encouraging 
responses. 
Then 
COVID-19 
descended 
in 2020 and 
disrupted all 
our lives. In-
person town 
hall meetings 
seemed ill-

advised and unsafe during a 
pandemic.

Even if COVID-19 had 
not battered our world, we 
were aware that in-person 
town halls are threatened 
by other pervasive and 
pernicious diseases in the 
United States—the rise in 
political polarization, the 
decline of civility, and the 
atrophy of our collective 
ability as Americans to 
discuss contentious issues 

constructively, without rancor 
or acrimony.

The twin maladies of 
COVID-19 and political 
polarization upended in-
person town hall meetings in 
Illinois and elsewhere.

The institute is not giving 
up on its conviction that town 
hall meetings are an important 
instrument to revive our 
democracy.

Congressional town 
hall meetings have been 
an important feature of 
America’s culture of 
representative democracy 
for more than two centuries. 
In their ideal form, they 
allow lawmakers to describe 
their work at home and in 
Washington and to listen 
to the concerns of their 
constituents. Open and 
vigorous dialogue benefits 

Return of congressional town 
halls would be a sign of healing

policymakers and the public.
However, the nature of 

the town hall meeting has 
changed dramatically in the 
last decade or so, driven 
by deepening political 
polarization and advances 
in technology, especially the 
revolution of social media.

Both conservative and 
liberal activist groups often 
regard town hall meetings 
as opportunities to confront 
lawmakers they oppose and 
create embarrassing moments 
that can be captured on 
camera and then disseminated 
through social media. Even 
before COVID-19, many in 
Congress began to hold only 
virtual town hall meetings in 
which constituents attended 
via phone, internet or 
Zoom. These meetings are 
often tightly controlled and 
often fuel public anger and 
skepticism about the political 
process.

Paul Simon powerfully 
summarized the value of in-
person town hall meetings: 
“It’s one thing to read about 
the farm problem, much 
different to talk to flesh-and-
blood people whose agony 
is written on their faces and 

in what they say,” he wrote. 
“It’s one thing to know 
unemployment statistics, 
another to talk to a mother 
who is worried about the 
mental health of her son 
because he can’t find a job. 
The people who took time to 
attend town meetings held 
in every corner of the state 
helped me to become a better 
senator.” 

The institute believes 
that in-person town hall 
meetings can again become 
a constructive part of our 
political discourse. However, 
we urge lawmakers and the 
public to approach them 
differently. Civility must 
be the coin of the realm. 
Town hall meetings should 
be restructured as listening 
and learning sessions that 
center on lawmakers hearing 
the views of constituents. 
They should be moderated 
by a nonpartisan community 
leader who sets the tone for 
a respectful discussion. The 
range of people who attend 
town halls should be widened 
so the audience is more 
diverse and includes both 
partisans and independents.

There is no magic solution 

to rescue and revive town hall 
meetings. Success ultimately 
depends on the goodwill and 
respect of both the public and 
policymakers.

As we approach the spring 
of 2022, there are cautious 
reports that the pandemic is 
easing. Hopefully we can 
soon contemplate in-person 
events, albeit with appropriate 
public health precautions.

I will take it as a good sign 
about the health of our nation 
and our democracy when we 
are able to revive town hall 
meetings that are both safe 
and civil. It is important to 
relearn that we can exchange 
views with public officials 
and fellow citizens in a 
spirited and civil way. We are 
all custodians of a remarkable 
country and state—and 
citizens of the same political 
community.    

 
John T. Shaw is the 

director of the Paul Simon 
Public Policy Institute at 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale. Shaw’s monthly 
column explores how 
Illinois can work toward 
better politics and smarter 
government.

John T. Shaw

Believers Basics Bible 
study

 The Believers Basics Bible 
study will meet March 20 at 5 
p.m. to discuss the responsibili-
ty to defend the “hope that is in 
them” from 1 Pete 3:15. 

Please call Pastor Cliff at 
718-229-9281 for more infor-
mation. 

Meat Processing Meeting
 The Jo Daviess County 

Farm Bureau and Jo Daviess 
County Beef Association are 

hosting an informational meet-
ing to discuss livestock pro-
cessing in the County.  

With the desire to build more 
food processing resiliency into 
the national system, federal 
funding has become available 
to support expansions of local 
meat processing.  

 The meeting will be held 
March 16 at 7 p.m. in the Farm 
Bureau basement.  Topics being 
discussed include grants, state/
federal regulations, marketing 
and input from locker owners. 

50th  celebration at The 
Thrift Shop

 Join the Thrift Shop for 
their 50th year celebration and 
enter to win a $10 gift card to 
spend at the store.  Five win-
ners will be drawn on April 1 
at 3:45 p.m.  

Winners do not need to be 
present at the time of the draw-
ing.  Store hours are Friday 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sat-
urday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  The 
Thrift Shop is located at 126 S 
4th St Savanna.

News briefs
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Friday Fish Fry

Little
John’s Tap

147 South Main
Pearl City
815-443-2818

2 Piece Haddock Dinner $10
(hand battered or baked)

Served with fries, coleslaw 
and dinner roll

Fridays starting at 5 p.m.

414214

To Advertise
your 

Lenten Specials 
call

Cyndee Stiefel
815-369-4112 or
815-947-3353

272811

2051 Ayp Rd. • Freeport, IL 61032
815-233-0560

Corner of Bypass 20 & Highway 20 - At the Stoplight.

(Served all day on Fridays)
Fish Fry

11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

• Cod • Catfish
• Bluegill • Walleye

• Salmon
390306

Broiled or Fried Fish Atlantic Cod
Twice as good as anyone else!
Now enjoy the Coach’s Fish Fry

BOTH Friday & Saturday!
Lena, IL • 815-369-2222

390024

Friday Night All-you-can-eat Cod
and

Other seafood specials
available!!!

 3500 E. Center Rd., Stockton
815-858-3939

woodbinebend.com
414191

414307

Incidentally, Digital Dentistry
 Technology has changed 

our world in astounding 
ways. There is more 
computer power in one of 
today’s cell phones than 
NASA had in a room full of 
computers when they brought 
Apollo 13 safely back to 
Earth. Over the last few 
decades, the continuingly 
accelerated rate at which 
modern technology has 
developed finds us firmly in 
the era of digital dentistry. 

 The role of technology in 
healthcare is to provide the 
highest level of care to our 
patients through technical 
advances in diagnostics 
procedures, communication 
between healthcare providers, 
and prevention and treatment 
of disease. Digital dentistry 
involves the use of dental 
technologies or devices 
that incorporate computer-
controlled components to 
better serve our patients and 
the efficiency of the office. 
For instance, years ago 
we installed computers in 
every operatory, switched 

to digital x-rays, and began 
keeping digital records. 
This not only means less 
radiation exposure for our 
patients but more enhanced 
diagnostic imagery. It also 
allows for more efficient 
communication between 
dental team members and 
the patient’s other healthcare 
providers. It facilitates 
insurance reimbursement 
as we are able to file claims 
with x-rays electronically, 
rather than through the mail. 
From an environmental 
view, it takes up less storage, 
wastes less material, creates 
less environmental waste, 
and frees up the front office 
from pulling and refiling 
charts. Through time we have 
added cone beam computed 

tomography (3D imaging) 
and advanced lasers. 

 Our latest technological 
advance is a 3D intraoral 
scanner. This allows us to 
take digital impressions. A 
traditional impression is a 
cast of your teeth and soft 
tissues that your dentist uses 
to evaluate how your teeth, 
jaw and bite are currently 
functioning together. This 
information is required to 
design a treatment plan 
to return you to proper 
function. It is created by 
putting dental impression 
materials on a tray, then 
placing the impression tray 
in your mouth until it is 
set. A digital impression is 
not only more accurate and 
more comfortable for the 
patient, but it also allows 
us to email it directly to the 
lab. Rather than waiting for 
the impression to arrive by 
mail or currier before the 
dentist and the technician 
can discuss the case, any 
issues or concerns can be 
immediately addressed. The 

ability to take digital dental 
impressions also benefits 
patients with a strong gag 
reflex and those that are 
sensitive to cold. Digital 
impressions eliminate the 
need for plaster models; 
therefore, it keeps disposable 
impression trays and 
materials out of our landfills 
and significantly reduces 
office storage space. It also 
eliminates the need for staff 
to retrieve and return stored 
models, freeing them up to 
spend more quality time with 
you. 

 Being able to visualize 
their teeth, dental x-rays and 
impressions on the computer 
monitor also greatly 

enhances the patient’s ability 
to understand both their 
treatment plan and ways to 
prevent any further damage 
or disease.  

 Dr. Pullara and I engage 
in lifelong continuing 
education to keep abreast of 
the ever-evolving healthcare 
technology. We also vet 
technological advances 

and do not introduce them 
into our practice until they 
have a proven performance 
record of providing real and 
measurable benefits to our 
patients. When we do decide 
to introduce innovative 
technology, we set aside time 
to provide both education 
and training for the entire 
dental team. 

By
DR. STEPHEN 
PETRAS 
Illinois Licensed 
General Dentist

— PUBLIC NOTICE —
NOTICE - ACCEPTING MOWING BIDS
We are now accepting bids for mowing the 

Elizabeth Cemetery & Old Log Church.

Bids should be per mowing.
Deadline to submit bids is April 1, 2022.

Any questions call Jeff Spoerl - (815) 858-4045.
Submit bids to: Candis Albrecht,  

313 Orange St., Elizabeth, IL  61028
(Liability Insurance is required)

413916

LOCAL NEWS ON-LINE
rvpnews.

com
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Place Your 
Service Ad
Minimum of 

4 weeks 
Additional Sizes 

Available

Werhane Total Truck Repair
Straight Trucks - Semis - Dump

Trucks - Farm Type Vehicles
including Farm Tractors

FAIR • FAST • FRIENDLY
• Clutches • Brakes • Welding (Steel & Aluminum) • Electrical 

• Lube & Oil Change • Suspension • King Pins • Transmission & Drive Line 
• Differentials • Tune Ups • Over Hauls • Minor Body Work 

• Tractor-Trailer Wash • Air Conditioning

KEEP US IN MIND FOR ALL YOUR REPAIR NEEDS
Ask for Brian 

Call Now!
815-369-4574

Werhane Enterprises
509 E. Main St. • Lena • 815-369-4574                 2022-3-23-2022-12

413327

390984

10240 N. Old Mill Rd.
McConnell, IL 61050

815-541-3348
heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

THINK SPRING!!!
0% 

Financing 
Options 

Available
for 

Qualified 
Buyers

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

Nick Judge • 815-990-8937
www.sixpointservices.com

Residential and 
Commercial

Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning

Window Washing
Holiday Lighting

Fully insured
413671

Denny’s Service Center

Dennis Rakowska Auto Technician

10146 N. Wachlin Rd. • McConnell, IL 61050
815-291-9010 • E-mail denrak03@yahoo.com

413749

Service Corner
411758

• Instruments • Amps • Accessories
 • Lessons • Recording Studio

7 Years in Business

1329 E. SOUTH ST. • FREEPORT, IL
815-233-0118

MUSIC STORE, LLC

FULL
SERVICE
MUSIC
STORE

DeVoe 
License 
& Title 
Service

Call for Appointment
Mon-Fri 

10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Saturday

10 a.m. - noon

216 W. Main • Lena
815-369-5549

368916

Service 
Corner

The Scoop Today 
& Shopper’s 

Guide

414350

From Lena’s Kitchen

We keep dodging spring 
weather with our little snow-
storms.  I think no one wants 
us to get too comfortable.  We 
are still thinking about some 
different recipes this week.  
There is a little green theme 
going with spinach and broc-
coli.  Enjoy cooking and keep 
thoughts of warmer weather.

Hot Spinach Spread 
If you like spinach arti-

choke dip you will like this 
spread that doesn’t use arti-
chokes but combines spin-
ach, tomatoes and cheese for 
a great appetizer.  I think you 
could spread it on cocktail rye 
if you wanted a different taste.

2 C. shredded Monterey 
Jack cheese

1 pkg. (10 oz.) frozen 
chopped spinach, thawed and 
squeezed dry

1 pkg. (8 oz.) cream cheese, 
cubed

2 plum tomatoes, seeded 

and chopped
¾ C. chopped onion
1/3 C. half-and-half
1 T. finely chopped seeded 

jalapeno pepper
6 pita breads
½ C. butter, melted
2 t. lemon-pepper season-

ing
2 t. ground cumin
¼ t. garlic salt
 In a large bowl, combine 

the first seven ingredients.  
Transfer to a greased 1 ½ bak-
ing dish sprayed with cook-
ing spray.  Bake, uncovered, 
at 375 for 20 to 25 minutes 
or until bubbly.  Cut each 
pita bread into eight wedges.  
Place in two 15 x 10-inch bak-
ing pans.  Combine the butter, 
lemon pepper, cumin and gar-
lic salt, brush over pita wedg-
es.  Bake for seven to nine 
minutes or until crisp.  Serve 
with spinach spread.

Spinach Salad
 This spinach salad uses an 

apple and onion to make it 
different.  I have had spinach 
salads with mandarin oranges, 
strawberries, and watermelon, 
but the crisp taste of the apple 
and the zip of onion makes 
this spinach salad different.

5 oz. fresh spinach
1 apple, thinly sliced (Hon-

ey Crisp is good)

1/3 C. crumbled feta
¼ C. red onion, thinly 

sliced
¼ C. sliced almonds, 

toasted
Dressing:

1/3 C. olive oil
3 T. red wine vinegar
1 clove garlic
2 t. Dijon Mustard
Salt and pepper to taste.
 In a medium bowl, whisk 

together all the dressing in-
gredients until completely in-
corporated.  Season with salt 
and pepper.  In a large salad 
bowl, place the spinach, ap-
ple, and onion.  Toss and then 
drizzle dressing over spinach.  
Garnish with crumbled feta 
and sliced almonds.

Slow Cook Ranch 
Chicken

 If you want something that 
you can start ahead that will 
be a great weeknight meal, 
this slow cook chicken reci-
pe is easy and good.  Include 
a vegetable or salad and you 
have a great meal.

2 lbs. boneless skinless 
chicken breast halves

¾ C. chicken broth
1 envelope ranch salad 

dressing mix
 1 can cream of chicken 

soup, undiluted

1 pkg. (8 oz.) cream cheese, 
softened and cubed

Hot cooked rice or noodles
Garnish ideas:  shredded 

cheddar cheese, crumbled 
cooked bacon, chopped green 
onions.

 In a four to five qt. cooker, 
combine broth and dressing 
mix; add chicken.  Cover and 
cook on low for six hours.  
Remove chicken to cutting 
board; shred with two forks 
and return to slow cooker.  
Stir in soup and cream cheese.  
Cover and cook on low un-
til cream cheese is melted, 
about 30 minutes.  Serve over 
cooked rice or noodles.  Gar-
nish as desired.

Broccoli Tuna 
Casserole

 This week’s meatless reci-
pe is a take on the tradition-
al tuna and noodle casserole.  
You can use regular egg noo-
dles if you don’t have the 
whole wheat ones.  I always 
use the low sodium broth 
whether it is chicken or beef 
in a recipe.  

5 cups uncooked whole 
wheat egg noodles

1 t. butter
¼ C. chopped onion
¼ C. cornstarch
2 C. milk

1 t. dried basil
1 t. dried thyme
¾ t. salt
½ t. pepper
1 C. chicken broth
1 C. shredded Monterey 

Jack cheese, divided
4 C. frozen broccoli florets, 

thawed
2 pouches (6.4 oz. each) al-

bacore white tuna in water
1/3 C. panko breadcrumbs
1 T. butter, melted
 Preheat the oven to 350.  

Cook noodles according to 
package direction; drain.  
Transfer to a 9 x 13 baking 
dish coated with cooking 
spray. In a large nonstick 
skillet, heat butter over me-
dium-high heat.  Add onion; 
cook and stir until tender.  In a 
small bowl, whisk cornstarch, 
milk and seasonings until 
smooth; stir into pan.  Stir 
in broth and bring to a boil; 
cook and stir until thickened, 
about 2 minutes.  Stir in ¾ 
C. cheese until melted; stir in 
broccoli and tuna. Spoon over 
noodles; mix well.  Sprinkle 
with remaining cheese.  Toss 
bread crumbs with melted 
butter; sprinkle over casse-
role.  Bake, covered, for 45 
minutes.  Uncover and bake 
until cheese is melted, about 
15 to 20 minutes longer.

Gooey Butter 
Cookies

St. Louis is famous for 
its gooey butter cakes.  This 
recipe takes the same idea of 
the cake and makes it into 
cookies.

½ C. butter softened
1 pkg (8 oz.) cream 

cheese, softened
1½ C. sugar
1 egg
1¼ t. vanilla
2 1/3 C. flour
½ C. nonfat dry milk 

powder
3 t. baking powder
½ C. powdered sugar
 Preheat oven to 350.  Beat 

butter, cream cheese, and 
sugar until blended.  Beat in 
egg and vanilla.  In anoth-
er bowl, whisk flour, milk 
powder, and baking powder; 
gradually beat flour mixture 
into creamed mixture.  Chill 
dough 30 minutes or until 
slightly firm. Scoop level 
tablespoonfuls of dough and 
roll in powdered sugar.  Place 
one inch apart on parchment 
lined baking sheets.  Bake 11 
to 12 minutes or until light 
brown in color.  Remove to 
wire rack to cool.

The not so skinny cook

See KITCHEN, Page 13
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LEGAL NOTICES
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT FOR THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON COUNTY 
- FREEPORT, ILLINOIS

Finance of America 
Reverse LLC
    PLAINTIFF
  Vs.
Jill C. Cummins as 
Independent Executor; 
United States of 
America - Secretary 
of Housing and Urban 
Development; Unknown 
Heirs and Legatees of 
Jean C. VanHorn; Jill 
C. Cummins; Unknown 
Owners and Nonrecord 
Claimants
    DEFENDANTS

2022FC8
NOTICE BY 

PUBLICATION
NOTICE IS GIVEN TO 
YOU:
Unknown Heirs and 
Legatees of Jean C. 
VanHorn
Unknown Owners and 
Nonrecord Claimants

That this case has been 
commenced in this Court 
against you and other de-
fendants, praying for the 
foreclosure of a certain 
Mortgage conveying the 
premises described as fol-
lows, to-wit:

COMMONLY KNOWN 
AS:

1323 S Chicago Ave
Freeport, IL 61032
and which said Mortgage 

was made by:
Jean C. VanHorn
the Mortgagor(s), to 

Mortgage Electronic Reg-
istration Systems, Inc., as 
mortgagee, as nominee for 
Finance of America Re-
verse LLC, as Mortgagee, 
and recorded in the Office 
of the Recorder of Deeds 
of Stephenson County, Il-
linois, as Document No. 
202100182839; and for 
other relief; that summons 
was duly issued out of said 
Court against you as pro-
vided by law and that the 
said suit is now pending.

NOW, THEREFORE, 
UNLESS YOU file your 
answer or otherwise file 
your appearance in this 
case in the Office of the 
Clerk of this Court,

Nathan A. Luy

Clerk of the Circuit Court
15 North Galena
Freeport, IL 61032

on or before April 1, 2022, 
A DEFAULT MAY BE 
ENTERED AGAINST 
YOU AT ANY TIME AF-
TER THAT DAY AND 
A JUDGMENT MAY 
BE ENTERED IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH THE 
PRAYER OF SAID COM-
PLAINT.
CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
15W030 North Frontage 
Road, Suite 100
Burr Ridge, IL 60527
(630) 794-5300
DuPage # 15170
Winnebago # 531
Our File No. 14-22-00359

NOTE: This law firm is a 
debt collector.
I3188513 

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

March 2, 9 & 16, 2022)
413332

ANNUAL TOWN 
MEETING

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN

To the legal residents of 
the Town of Erin in the 
County of Stephenson and 
State of Illinois, that the 
ANNUAL MEETING of 
said Town will take place 
on TUESDAY, APRIL 
12, 2022 being the second 
Tuesday of said month.

The Town meeting for 
the transaction of mis-
cellaneous business of 
said Town will be held at 
the hour of 7:00 o’clock 
P.M. on said day at Erin 
Township Building, 2699 
N. Unity Rd., Lena and 
a Moderator having been 
elected, will proceed to 
hear and consider reports 
of officers and decide on 
such measures as may, in 
pursuance of law, come 
before the meeting; and es-
pecially to consider and de-
cide the following Agenda: 
1. Elect a Moderator and 
Administer Oath of Office; 
2. Approve Minutes from 
2021 Annual Town Mtg.; 
3. Report of officers Fi-
nancial Reports and State-
ments; 4. Authorize Funds 
Transfer; 5. Open Forum; 

6. Adjournment.
Dated at Eleroy, this 10 

day of March, 2022.
Ryan A. Pickard
Erin Town Clerk

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

March 16, 2022)
414318

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
MEETING

On March 21, 2022 
at 10:00 am, a meeting 
conducted by the Le-
na-Winslow School Dis-
trict will take place in the 
District Conference Room 
at 401 Fremont St, Lena, 
IL. The purpose of the 
meeting will be to discuss 
the District’s plans for 
providing special educa-
tion services to students 
with disabilities who at-
tend private schools and 
home schools within the 
district for the 2022-2023 
school year. If you are a 
parent of a home-schooled 
student who has been or 
may be identified with a 
disability and  you reside 
within the boundaries of 
Lena-Winslow School 
District, you are urged to 
attend. If you have further 
questions pertaining to this 
meeting, please contact Su-
perintendent Dr. Tom Chil-
es at 815-369-2525.

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

March 16, 2022)
414314

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

JO DAVIESS COUNTY - 
GALENA, ILLINOIS

Federal National Mortgage 
Association
    PLAINTIFF
  Vs.
Scott M. Perry a/k/a Scott 
Perry; Dupaco Community 
Credit Union; Unknown 
Owners and Nonrecord 
Claimants
    DEFENDANTS

2022FC1
NOTICE BY 

PUBLICATION
NOTICE IS GIVEN TO 
YOU:
Scott M. Perry a/k/a Scott 
Perry
Unknown Owners and 
Nonrecord Claimants

That this case has been 
commenced in this Court 
against you and other de-
fendants, praying for the 
foreclosure of a certain 
Mortgage conveying the 
premises described as fol-
lows, to-wit:

COMMONLY KNOWN 
AS:

190 Beecher Street
East Dubuque, IL 61025

and which said Mortgage 
was made by:

Scott M. Perry a/k/a Scott 
Perry
the Mortgagor(s), to Dupa-
co Community Credit 
Union, as Mortgagee, and 
recorded in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds of 
Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 
as Document No. 372556; 
and for other relief; that 
summons was duly issued 
out of said Court against 
you as provided by law and 
that the said suit is now 
pending.

NOW, THEREFORE, 
UNLESS YOU file your 
answer or otherwise file 
your appearance in this 
case in the Office of the 
Clerk of this Court,

Kathy Phillips
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Jo Daviess County Court-

house
330 N. Bench Street
Galena, IL 61036
on or before April 15, 

2022, A DEFAULT MAY 
BE ENTERED AGAINST 
YOU AT ANY TIME AF-
TER THAT DAY AND 
A JUDGMENT MAY 
BE ENTERED IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH THE 
PRAYER OF SAID COM-
PLAINT.
CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
15W030 North Frontage 
Road, Suite 100
Burr Ridge, IL 60527
(630) 794-5300
DuPage # 15170
Winnebago # 531
Our File No. 14-22-00001

NOTE: This law firm is a 
debt collector.
I3189695 

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

March 16, 23 & 30, 2022)
414276

Rock Valley Publishing
Can Publish Your Legals.

Call 815-877-4044
or email your legals to Legals@rvpublishing.com

380927

The Best 
Snickerdoodle Bars
 A friend said that this was 

the best recipe because it is 
easy.  These bars taste like 
snickerdoodle cookies but 
with a lot less work.  It is a 
one-bowl, no-mixer recipe 
that is made in minutes.  It 
only makes a small pan, but 
that will make enough for a 
dessert.
Batter:

½ C. unsalted butter, melted
1 egg
½ C. white sugar
1/3 C. packed brown sugar
1 t. vanilla
1 C. flour
¼ t. cream of tarter
¼ t. salt

Topping:
¼ C. white sugar
2 t. cinnamon
Preheat the oven to 350.  

Line an 8 x 8 baking pan with 
aluminum foil; spray with 
cooking spray and set aside.

In a microwave-safe bowl, 
melt the butter, about one 
minute on High.  Set aside 
to cool.  When cooled add 
the egg, sugars, and vanilla, 
whisk until smooth.

 Mix the flour, cream of tar-
tar, and salt in a small bowl.  
Add to butter mixture until 
just combined; don’t over 
mix.  Turn batter into prepared 
pan, smoothing the top lightly 
with a spatula and set aside.  
In a bowl, mix the sugar and 
cinnamon together.  Sprinkle 
the sugar mixture over the 
prepared batter.  It may look 
like a lot, but it sinks into bars 
while baking.  Bake about 24 
to 25 minutes or until a tooth-
pick inserted in the center 
comes out clean or with a few 
moist crumbs.  Place pan on 

top of a wire rack to cool for 
at least 15 minutes before lift-
ing the aluminum foil out of 
the pan.  Peel foil and cut into 
bars.

Final Thoughts
 High School Basketball 

is officially over in Illinois.  
Congratulations to the Scales 
Mound team in their great 
run at the state tournament.  
Sometimes I think people for-
get about us up in the “point” 
of Illinois.  Never once did I 
hear a reference that Scales 
Mound was near the highest 
point in Illinois.  Most people 
south of Sterling think that we 
are part of Chicago!  Thanks, 
Scales Mound, for reminding 
the rest of the state that we are 
up here!

If you got to see the Le-
Win musical, Beauty and the 
Beast this past weekend, you 
had a real treat.  They did a 
wonderful job presenting this 
beautiful story.  The costum-
ing, sets, and of course the 
singing was great.  Hats off to 
the directors, cast, and crew 
for giving us back live theater!  
On another note, it is hard to 
believe that we have changed 
our clocks ahead already.  It 
is nice to have longer days of 
sunlight, but my body doesn’t 
like the change.  It is one more 
step to spring.  We continue to 
look for recipes for Lent.  Re-
member if you have any good 
vegetarian or fish recipes, 
send them our way.  We also 
need some spring and Easter 
recipes.  You can contact us 
in person, by mail at From 
Lena’s Kitchens, Shopper’s 
Guide at 240 W. Main St. or 
email us at scoopshopper@
rvpublishing.com.

• Kitchen   (Continued from page 12)

blower-less, winter-less and 
without black ice. I am in my 
glory.

 But I have noticed one 
indisputable carryover from 
the north. People here may 
not have snow to blow, but 
that doesn’t keep them from 
blowing nature around. In the 
south, without snow, people 
blow leaves.

 They blow their leaves from 
one side of lawn to the other. 
From one side of the road to 
the other. The blowing never 
stops, because the leaves don’t 
really go anywhere, at least 
not for long. For a northerner 
who’s never experienced this, 
it is a most curious thing.

 Blowing the leaves must 
feel powerful. They are light 
and airy. The noise pollution 
is not. It can grab you from 
a slumbering sleep in the 
morning, leaving you to 
wonder, what is more of a 
nuisance: leaves or noise?

 My neighbors don’t 
seem concerned about noise 
pollution—no matter how 
early in the morning. They all 

seem so happy and determined 
about their leaf blowing.

 To give them credit, there 
is likely more purpose to their 
efforts than I can initially 
ascertain. I’m sure that’s true. 
But, for a rookie leaf blowing 
observer it is confusing. 
People blow leaves, but the 
leaves never seem to go away 
permanently. In my experience 
to accomplish that requires 
the intervention of trash bags 
intersecting with a pickup 
truck and a landfill or large 
composting site.

 Unless, of course, you 
leave the leaves under a very 
large snow bank and they 
decompose over a six- to eight-
month winter. That’s always 
worked for me in the past.

 The thought of that right 
now makes me shiver. And it 
might just blow my neighbors 
away.

 Jill Pertler is an award-
winning syndicated columnist, 
published playwright and 
author. She invites readers to 
follow the Slices of Life page 
on Facebook.

• Slices   (Continued from page 7)
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SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

FIND BARGAINS IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS

 for sale

 real estate
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention to 
make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial sta-
tus includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of children 
under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby in-
formed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination call HUD toll-
free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

Automobiles
2002 DAEWOO WAGON needs 
some work, runs fine, good mile-
age, 4cyl, AT. $1400. 920-896-
3736

2005 AUDI A6 Good cond., black 
exterior, black leather interior, 
$3,500. OBO. 262-895-9535.

2015 CHEVY EQUINOX AWD 
LT, Red, 4 cyl. 132xxx Hwy.  Orig. 
owner, clean fax, exc. cond. many 
extra’s.  $12,000/OBO.  608-290-
1670

Campers and RVs
2000 DAMON DAYBREAK 3270  
34’, 8.1V8, 1 lg. slide, hydraulic 
levelers, 2 AC, generator, 54k, 
awnings, runs great, ex. cond. 
$12k obo. 815-347-0496

Farm Machinery
EARLY FORD 9N New wheels, 
tires & tubes. Best offer (262) 
989-4112 can text

Sports/Classic 
Cars

AVENGER  FORD GT40 Mid 
eng., Buick turbo v-6, 4 sp., tube 
frame w/roll bar, silver, w/chin 
spoiler. Wt. 2,140lbs. 847-838-
1916.

MANTA MIRAGE, STREET CAN 
AM  RACE CAR Mid. eng. Chev 
V8,4  spd. tube frame w/roll bar, 
custom wheels, chrome yellow, 
show winner, wt. 1,900lbs., fast. 
847-838-1916

Trucks & Trailers
2019 GMC CANYON P U Bright 
red, 31k, running boards, hitch, 
fiber glass bed cover. $35,000 
OBO 815-519-9688Rock ValleyPublishing LLC

413457

Part-time Newspaper Editor
Rock Valley Publishing and Southern 

Lakes Newspapers are seeking a community 
editor for the weekly newspaper The 

Independent-Register in Brodhead, WI. This 
is a hands-on editing position that requires 

an organized and highly motivated individual 
who will have a role in all editorial functions. 

The ideal candidate will have the ability 
to work independently and be an effective 
manager who is able to recruit and direct 

freelance writers and photographers. If you’re 
ready to make your mark on a community and 

its newspapers, email a cover letter, resume 
and work samples to Ed Nadolski, Editor in 

Chief, at enadolski@standardpress.com. 

405458

HIRING:
• Class A CDL Drivers: Home daily. Weekly pay. 

Dedicated schedule.
• Dedicated Truck & Power Jack: Work 5 days a 

week. Employee Benefits - 401K, PTO, Health Insurance and 
Holiday Pay

Werhane Enterprises
509 E. Main St., Lena IL • 815-369-4574

392953

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing, your hometown 

newspapers serving the stateline has an opening 
for an experienced Media Sales Representative to 
call on current and new accounts in a protected 
sales territory. 

Growing area with many new businesses, this is 
a great opportunity for the right applicant.

We publish newspapers, shoppers and niche 
publications throughout the stateline. You have 
the opportunity to sell into all Rock Valley 
Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making your 
paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising

Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

Pearl City Park District
Maintenance/Program Director
The ideal candidate should possess a variety of skills 

related to but not limited to: mechanical aptitude involving 
lawn mowers, trimmers, motor vehicles, and other equipment; 
be an all-around handyman with experience in carpentry, 
electrical, and plumbing skills; have an interest or experience 
in landscaping, turf management, and grounds keeping. 
It would be necessary to obtain an herbicide/pesticide 
application license.
This position also includes overseeing and running current 

Park District Programs, such as summer baseball/softball, 
winter basketball, annual 5K, Easter egg hunt, etc. As well as 
supporting the summer camp/rec program. This would also 
include working to create new programs for the community.
Basic computer skills and organizational skills are 

necessary. We are looking for a highly motivated individual 
with organizational skills, reliability, and the ability to work 
independently as well as overseeing a small staff.
Please send your resume/references to: Pearl City Park 

District, PO Box 244, Pearl City, IL 61062
Application deadline is Friday, April 1.

413925

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Production Workers
Bakery Lineworkers

$14.00/hr (1st shift)

$16.00/hr (2nd shift)

To Schedule 
A PHONE 

INTERVIEW
Call: 

800-487-9477

ColonyBrands.com
Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D/V/HMUST BE 16 YEARS OLD

MONROE, WIA�ly Today!

Pay Starting @

JOBS!
Flexible Scheduling

41
33

43

 help wanted
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 AUCTION
Saturday, March 19 at 9:30 am

Norma Engleking
Sale held inside Lena Legion

316 W. Main St., Lena IL

COLLECTIBLES: quantity Coke memorabilia; Planters rack; 
Sno-Cone machine; (2) mini slot machines; collector pocket 
knives; Nascar; qu. sport cards; Hot Wheels; Matchbox; semis; 
planes; tractors; models; dolls; caps; puzzles; cookie jars; 
hobby horse; kid’s books; cake dec. pans; youth chairs; lamps; 
cookbooks; many NIB kitchen items; MANY SMALL ITEMS

TERMS: CASH OR CHECK
MUST HAVE PHOTO ID TO REGISTER

JIM CALHOUN, AUCTIONEER IL LIC.440000333 
MT. CARROLL 815-244-9660

FOR FULL LISTING & PICTURES 
www.calhounauction.com 413342

HUGE STRUCTO TRUCK, 
300+ AUCTION

JAMES AUSMUS ESTATE, CLARNO, WI
SATURDAY, MARCH 26 • 9:30 A.M.

JANE ADDAMS COMMUNITY CENTER
430 Washington St., Cedarville, IL 61013

THE 2ND GREAT AUCTION OF THIS ESTATE ”Largest collection of Structo Trucks in the 
Midwest.” Consists of early Structo, Wyandotte, Nylint, Tonka, Pressed Steel & Keystone. 200+ 
PCS. STRUCTO (many NIB) incl: Rare early Steel Crawler & Wagon, Cattle Hauler Camper Set, 
Freight Trucks, Fuel Trucks, Wreckers, Coca-Cola, Sand Loaders, Rocket Launcher Set, Military Set, 
Car Hauler Sets, Red & Yellow Hook & Ladder, Construction Items, Structo Adver. Items, Assort. 
Other Semi Trucks, Boat-Motor & Box, Log Hauler, Elec. Serv. Trucks, 1930-40 Dump Trucks, USAF 
Truck Set, Structo Grills, Fire Pumper, Water Trucks, Several Rider Toys; Plus MANY OTHER 
STRUCTO PIECES. OTHERS: Adams Green Sand Loader; Keystone; Pressed Steel; Tonka Feed 
Trucks; Nylint Semi Trucks; Nylint Horse Trailer; Plus much more. SPECIAL ITEMS: Lg. Mickey 
Mouse Collection; Roy Rogers items; Howdy Doody items; Pepsi Cola Items; Wood & Steel Pop 
Cases. NOTE: Rare high quality Truck & Construction items. Many NIB. Auction held inside w/ 
seating, Lunch, masks & social distancing. DON’T MISS!! TERMS: Cash or check w/ picture ID. 
Preview 1 hr. prior to sale.

Check website for many pictures: proauctionsllc.com
RICK GARNHART, AUCTIONEER • IL Lic: 440000901

German Valley, IL • 815-238-3044
414068

Early Listing Items: 
2016 Takeuchi TB290 Excavator, Hyd Thumb, 1,083Hrs
2015 Bobcat E45 Mini Excavator, Hyd Thumb, 860 Hrs
2021 Bobcat E32 Mini Excavator, Aux Hyd, 450 Hrs
2010 Gehl Ct7-23 Extendable Forklift, Quick Tatch, 1,568 Hrs
2020 Diamond C Gooseneck Trailer, 40’, Hyd Dove Tail
2018 Trailerman Gooseneck Trailer, 32’ Hyd Dove Tail
(2) – John Deere 750J Dozers, Both From The Same Contractor
Cat D5N Dozer, Sweeps, Fingertip Controls, 4,000 Original!
Case IH 7120 Tractor, MFWD, Dual PTO, 4 Spd Reverse Clean

Consign Early To Get Your Equipment Up And Advertised!
Consignment Hours: Monday – Friday 8:00AM-4:00PM

Stateline Consignment Auction 
NOW ACCEPTING CONSIGNEMENTS 

110 E Murray St, Browntown, WI 53522 – Powers Auction Service Office: (608) 439-5761
Mike Powers (608)-214-5761 – Dan Powers SR (608) 214-3765

Huge Spring 2 Day Consignment Auction – Consign Early For Maximum Exposure!
Date: April 29th Large Equipment Auction – April 30th Golf & Turf/Lawn & Garden/Support Equipment/Attachments

We Are Looking For Quality Used Equipment:

Construction – Skid Steers – Excavators – Trucks 
& Trailers – Hay & Forage – Planting & Tillage –  
Tractors - Lawn & Garden – Recreation and More! 

Onsite & Online Bidding Available
Visit Our Website For Complete Listing &

Photos @ www.powersauction.com
Last Day To Consign Equipment: April 23rd 

April 29th – Large Equipment Sale 
~ Starts @ 8:00 AM – 2 Rings 

 

April 30th – Support Equipment Auction 
~ Starts @ 8:00 AM – 1 Ring 

Powers Auction Service
110 E Murray St, Browntown, WI 53522

Website: www.powersauction.com

414219

ONLINE AUCTION, 1 of 2 
Pat Hartman and the late Betty Kraft  

2113 Eagle Dr. Freeport IL. 61032  ( N. of Freeport, Willow Lake )
Bid online, go to  Diekenauction.hibid.com
 Friday, March 18   –   Wednesday, March 23

Preview Thursday, March 17  5 – 7 p.m.  Come take a look 
Antiques/Collectibles, Unique/Vintage items, Harley Davidson, Motor Maids, Hog, 

Motorcycle collectibles, Household/Furniture,  J.D. Rider/Snow blower, Lawn/
Garden, Tools/Garage items, & more, 799 lots

Pick up only, Friday, March 25 &  Saturday, March 26.  
2113 Eagle Dr., Freeport IL 61032, Willow Lake.  ( No Shipping )

Bring help & tools for loading your items.
 Please follow the current social distancing guidelines. 

Term/Cond: Credit/Debit card payment only, 15% Buyers Premium. 
Everything Sold AS IS.                                                                                                                

Dieken Auction Service, Warren, IL 61087, 815-222-0542                                                                                                                                     
 diekenauction@gmail.com     Terry Dieken, IL Lic. #440000430/WI Lic. #859

(like us on facebook) 414299

SATURDAY, APRIL 23 • 9 A.M.
SCHRADER SPRING EQUIP. AUCTION

5995 IL 75 E. • Dakota, IL
Selling: Tractors, field equip, livestock equip., fencing, shop & yard 
equip., hay & straw, lumber, vehicles. NO guns or household items. 

Get listings in NOW to advertise. 815-449-2215
414312

City of Freeport announces Fire Chief hire
 Scott Miller rejoins the City of Freeport 

as the Freeport Fire Department’s chief 
with over 35 years in fire service. From 
2013 to 2017, Miller served as the Freeport 
Fire Department’s chief before entering 
retirement. Prior to his employment with 
the City of Freeport, Miller served the Elk 
Grove from 1986 to 2013. 

 “We here at Freeport Fire are truly 
looking forward to Chief Miller’s return 

to our department,” said Interim Chief 
Scott Stykel. Stykel was appointed after 
the sudden passing of Fire Chief Brad 
Liggett in early January. “During his first 
tenure here with Freeport, there were 
many upgrades to both equipment and 
procedures, so we are hoping he can bring 
new upgrades to our apparatus needs.” 
Chief Miller will take on the role starting 
Mar. 14, 2022.

HIGHLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE Rock Valley Publishing

 A ribbon cutting was held during an open house for The Mildred F. Ferguson Sim-
ulation Hospital on Wednesday, Mar. 9, 2022, at Highland Community College in Free-
port.

Highland unveils the Mildred F. 
Ferguson Simulation Hospital

 A state-of-the-art simu-
lation hospital was unveiled 
Wednesday, Mar. 9 at High-
land Community College, in 
Freeport. The hospital offers 
innovative spaces giving 
nursing and allied health stu-
dents the edge they need to 
excel in their healthcare ca-
reers. There are three hospital 
rooms and learning spaces 
with high-fidelity manikins. 
There is a viewing hallway 
for instructors to observe stu-
dent performance. Each room 
is equipped with audio-visual 
technology to record simula-
tion activities for the group 
to review and debrief. The 
recording system also pro-
vides students an opportunity 
to upload videos for instructor 
feedback.

 Funded entirely by a donor 
through the Highland Foun-
dation, the hospital offers 
technology in an academic 
setting featuring authentic 
patient sounds, rooms for pri-
vacy, and the opportunity for 
students to transfer real-life 
practices from the classroom 
to the hospital setting. The 
hands-on learning simulates 
a broad range of experiences, 
helping students to be even 
more prepared when they 
graduate from Highland.

 Brittanie Bruder, a High-
land nursing student, said 
working in the simulation 

hospital offers a realistic set-
ting. She enjoys the advanced 
technology the hospital offers 
as she prepares to enter the 
workforce in the healthcare 
field. “The technology allows 
for real-life practice,” Bruder 
said. “It prepares me for clin-
ical and makes me feel more 
comfortable during patient in-
teractions.”

The idea to build the 
$500,000 simulation lab was 
to replicate a hospital emer-
gency room. A donation to 
help fund the hospital was 
made by Nancy Seeley of 
Florida, the daughter of Mil-
dred F. Ferguson, in honor of 

her mother.
 Mildred F. Ferguson, a for-

mer nurse, was a strong be-
liever in higher education and 
wanted to help students pur-
sue their academic goals and 
achieve their dreams of work-
ing in the healthcare field.

 The school of nursing will 
now be named the Neenah 
and Carl Fairbairn School of 
Nursing thanks to a gener-
ous gift from Malcolm Fair-
bairn in honor of his mother, 
Neenah, who was a nurse, 
and father, Carl, who served 
as a Highland Community 
College trustee from 1972 to 
1975.
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schramchiropractic.com
NIU students: see our website for our DeKalb office 408635

VOTED #1 Best ChiropraCtor

Dr. Galin D. sChram

Dr. ChuCk sChram815-233-1800

Schram Chiropractic
OVER 40 YEARS OF QUALITY CHIROPRACTIC CARE

22 Years in a Row!

1009 Loras 
Drive

Freeport, IL
Electronic Health 
Records Certified!

WINDOWS Including: EGRESS
• SIDING • DOORS • GUTTERS 

Lifetime Warranty • Professionally Trained Installers

Not only do we stand
behind our windows,
we stand on them!
Local Owner 
Scott Williamson

Call Today For Your
FREE ESTIMATE

815-395-1333
6010 Forest Hills Rd, 
Rockford, IL

www.windowworldrockford.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00 am-5:00 pm; Sat 9:00 am-Noon

America’s Largest
Home Improvement

Company
• Locally Owned & Operated

• Professional & Insured Crews

• True Lifetime Warranties,
   Guaranteed Forever!

• Serving Northern Illinois
  for more than 15 years

Se Habla Espanol

*SEE OUR WEBSITE OR A TEAM MEMBER FOR DETAILS

0% FINANCING
OPTIONS
AVAILABLE*

395623

By Peter Hancock 
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

The 2022 campaign season 
got underway in earnest Mon-
day as candidates lined up in 
front of election offices to turn 
in petitions to get their names 
on the June 28 primary elec-
tion ballot.

Hundreds of candidates 
and their aides braved cold 
wind and snow early on 
March 7 to line up outside the 
Illinois State Board of Elec-
tions office in Springfield to 
ensure their placement on the 
ballot.

March 7 was the first day 
established party candidates 
could file their petitions. The 

deadline for turning in peti-
tions was March 14.

Illinois voters will cast bal-
lots this year for governor and 
lieutenant governor as well as 
statewide constitutional offi-
cers, all 118 seats in the Illi-
nois House and 59 seats in the 
state Senate, circuit, appel-
late court and state Supreme 
Court judges, congressional 
seats, and a U.S. Senate seat 
currently held by Democrat 
Tammy Duckworth.

Voters in parts of Illinois 
will also cast ballots for coun-
ty board members and various 
other local government offic-
es.

This year’s primary was 

pushed back from its normal 
time in early March due to 
delays in the redistricting pro-
cess brought about by delays 
in the release of 2020 census 
data due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

That revised schedule 
could have an impact on who 
turns out to vote in the prima-
ry. The late June date means 
many college students who 
would normally vote on cam-
pus will be home for summer 
break while many other voters 
who would normally turn out 
in March may be away on va-
cation.

“I don’t know. Hard to tell, 
to be honest,” Democratic 

Gov. JB Pritzker said when 
asked how the revised date 
might affect the primary. “We 
haven’t had that in Illinois, so 
long as I can remember any-
way, so no. I’m excited. I real-
ly think we’re in great shape.”

Pritzker and Lt. Gov. Juli-
ana Stratton are waging their 
first reelection bid this year. 
They won the 2018 election 
with 54.5 percent of the vote 
over former Republican Gov. 
Bruce Rauner and Lt. Gov. 
Evelyn Sanguinetti.

It is not believed they will 
face any primary opposition 
this year but a full slate of Re-
publican candidates are lining 
up to challenge them. Among 

Campaign season opens as candidates line up to file
Primary election pushed back to June due to COVID-19, census delays

the challengers for governor 
are Aurora Mayor Richard Ir-
vin; state Sen. Darren Bailey, 
of Xenia; former state Sen. 
Paul Schimpf, of Waterloo; 
Chicago-area businessman 
Gary Rabine; and venture 
capitalist Jesse Sullivan, of 
Petersburg, among others.

Speaking at a campaign 
kickoff rally at a local union 
meeting hall in Springfield 
shortly after submitting his 
petitions, Pritzker touted his 
efforts to improve job and 
economic opportunities for 
middle class workers and 
marginalized populations in 
the state.

“In a world that increasing-
ly feels like us versus them, 
this campaign is about what 
we can do together. And our 
vision for a better Illinois 
doesn’t happen without a 
fight,” Pritzker said.

Republicans, meanwhile, 
have so far been attacking 
Pritzker for the state’s rising 
rate of violent crime and the 
impact that his response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic had on 
the state’s economy.

“We’re killing small busi-
ness in the state like no other 
state and we’ve got to stop 
that,” Rabine said during an 
interview outside the ISBE 
office. “We’ve got to bring 
businesses and jobs and peo-
ple back to Illinois instead of 
chasing them away.”

Outside of the governor’s 
race, the most high-profile 
race in state government this 
year may be the contest for 
secretary of state, where in-
cumbent Jesse White is retir-
ing after six terms in office.

On the Democratic side, 
former State Treasurer Alexi 
Giannoulias has the support 
of some of the state’s largest 
labor unions and the Cook 
County Democratic Party, 
while other high-profile Dem-
ocrats, including Pritzker 
and White, have thrown their 
support behind Chicago City 
Clerk Anna Valencia. Also in 
the race is Chicago Ald. Da-
vid Moore.

On the Republican side, 
the race appears to be between 
John Milhiser, a former U.S. 
Attorney for the central dis-
trict of Illinois, and state Rep. 
Dan Brady, of Bloomington.

Irvin tops a list of Repub-
lican candidates running as a 
slate for statewide office. The 
slate includes attorney general 
candidate Steve Kim, of Deer-
field; treasurer candidate Rep. 
Tom Demmer, of Dixon; and 
comptroller candidate Shan-
non Teresi, of Crystal Lake. 
Milhiser is the secretary of 
state candidate on the slate.

They will vie to unseat 
Attorney General Kwame 
Raoul, Treasurer Michael 
Frerichs and Comptroller Su-
sana Mendoza, all incumbent 
Democrats.

According to this year’s 
election calendar, voters can 
request mail-in ballots start-
ing March 30 by contacting 
their local election authority. 
Those applications must be 
received by the election au-
thority by June 23.

Mail-in ballots must be 
postmarked or returned 
in-person to the election au-
thority by Election Day, June 
28.

Bring a SMILE to someone’s face.
Share with us a photo and details of 
your recent engagement, wedding or 

anniversary at no charge.
Stop in at the Shopper’s Guide/The Scoop Today newspaper 
office 240 W. Main St., Suite B, Lena with your info or email 

us at scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
404764
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