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Loescher
H E AT I N G  A N D  A I R  C O N D I T I O N I N G

Residential & Commercial Services

24 HOUR SERVICE
855.499.HEAT  loescherhvac.com
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BUSSIAN INSURANCE
PRICE • COVERAGE • SERVICE

Your Independent Agent for All Your Insurance Needs
815-369-4747 • www.bussianinsurance.com
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Joe Werhane
815-238-9020

Call for a 
Quote

By Christopher Johnson
REPORTER

In late February members 
of the Lena-Winslow Board 
of Education met to discuss 
the pressing matters of the 
day and to do some planning 
for summer readiness and po-
tential student need.

Across the Northwest Up-
state Illini Conference stu-

dents are preparing to enter 
the final quarter of the 2021-
2022 school year. Most stu-
dents will be prepared for the 
promotion to the next level, 
others to other venues follow-
ing completion of 12 years 
of successful learning. How-
ever, some students may find 
that accreditation is some-
thing that seems to be a little 

farther off than expected. Ex-
tra time is required before the 
successful act of moving on is 
allowed.

Funding has to be set aside 
for certain needs during sum-
mer months for activities that 
must occur at the District’s 
primary learning centers. 
That must occur well before 
need. Students will have to be 

present, in certain cases, and 
leadership and care for the 
summer weeks of learning 
will also have to be available.

During the Tuesday, 
Feb. 22 meeting of the Le-
na-Winslow Community 
District Board of Education 
heightened discussion was 
featured on the ability to offer 
summer school for students. 

At regular meetings of Dis-
trict 202 community leaders 
the responsible release of tax-
payer supported funds has to 
be approved. Most of the time 
an “all hands on deck” ap-
proach is incorporated. Tens 
of thousands to hundreds of 
thousands of dollars are spent 
monthly to assure regular 
season learning is compen-

Summer learning funded in Lena-Winslow

See LEARNING, Page 6

TABITHA ENGEL Rock Valley Publishing

‘Beauty and the Beast’
 The cast of Beauty & The Beast have been practicing since January for this week-
end’s grand production.  The performance will take place at Lena-Winslow High 
School on March 11 and 12.  Pictured here are Mrs. Potts, played by Payton Scace, 
and Chip, played by Cienna Kerr. 

sated. Additional dollars are 
also spent to pay for ongoing 
work such as technological 
upgrades or facility improve-
ments.

For the summer months, 
following late May gradua-
tion and closing ceremonies, 
teachers and administrators 
are already being put into po-
sition to be prepared for an ef-
fective usage of the student’s 
time.

On Tuesday, Feb. 22 Board 
Members, not Trustees as for-
merly recognized, put into 
action the requirements that 
were imposed upon them. 
Updates on student learning 
patterns were released. Dis-
cussion on other issues that 
required attention were put 
on pause in the interim. For 
some time talk has been held 
on an air conditioning bid 
for the facilities to allow for 
a more comfortable learning 
environment. Officials de-
termined that at this time, a 
postponement on a decision 
to approve bids for the air 
conditioning system was ac-
ceptable.

In additional action at the 
February leadership coun-
cil the concept of continuing 
an act of supported approval 
reached a measured consen-
sus. Board Members deter-
mined that the approval for 
the high school summer mu-
sic trip would be presented for 
a vote. Prior to time set aside 
for new talks about COVID’s 
influence and resulting man-
dates, approval was given to 
help clear up some space in 
the building complexes.
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Join Us 
For Our...

Stop in or contact us for a FREE consultation. 

800-373-5550 • ClearyBuilding.com

MARCH 17-18 • 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.    MARCH 19 • 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION
DAYS SALE!

For Our...

• Strongest Structure in the Industry

• DreamMaker 3D Design Software

• We Manufacture & Construct Our Product

•                          Lifetime Steel Warranty

• Featuring                Doors

• Builders Risk & Full Insurance

Why Choose CLEARY?

FREE GIFT with every building 
designed with our DreamMaker 3D 

Software!

Oregon, IL
1010 Pines Road 

(State Hwy.2)
815-732-9101
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80

Wishing you a 
special 
HAPPY 

102nd 
BIRTHDAY

Mom
(Lois Paulsen)
on March 11

Love,
Larry & Trudi

413679

Thank you 
so much for 
the flowers, 

cards, food and 
phone calls 

for my 99th 
birthday. It 

was all greatly 
appreciated.

Pauline Feltmeyer
413909

CLIFFORD “TIP” F. REUBER
 A Celebration of Life will be held from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m. 

on Saturday, March 19, at the Winslow Community Center in 
Winslow, IL. A light lunch will be served.

DONALD GENE 
SWANSON

 Donald Gene “Swany” 
Swanson, age 84, of Shan-
non, Illinois passed away, 
Friday, Jan. 28, 2022, at 
home surrounded by his car-
ing family and FHN Hospice. 
A Celebration of Life will be 
held 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Saturday, March 19, 2022 
at Bethel United Methodist 
Church, Shannon. Masonic 
Rites will be held at 11:30 
followed by a memorial ser-
vice at 12 p.m. 

 Law Jones is in charge 
of arrangements and friends 
and family are encouraged 
to share in Don’s life at law-
jonesfuneralhome.com. You 
may also view these events 
on FB Live at Law Jones, 
or anytime thereafter at the 
following link http://bit.ly/
32JUYSF.

 Memorials may be made 
in Donald’s memory to the 
Shannon Lions Club, the 
Shannon Fire Department 
& Ambulance, and the Shri-
ner’s Hospital.

GRACE POTTER
Grace Miriam Shriver Pot-

ter, 95, of Richland Center 
formerly of Lena, Illinois 
died Tuesday, March 1, 2022, 
at Our House. She was born 
on Sept. 12, 1926, at home in 
Fairhill, Pennsylvania. Grace 
attended a small one room 
schoolhouse with a Native 
American teacher until she 
was sophomore moving to 
a three-story high school in 
Maryland, near Washington 
D.C. It was quite a culture 
shock for her. Following 
graduation in 1944 during 
WWII, Grace was employed 
by the Navy Department at 
David Taylor Model Basin in 
the classified division where 
the military tested model 
planes and boats for function 
and design prior to building 
full scale units for the military 
service. She then transferred 
to the US Department of Ag-
riculture Research Depart-
ment in Maryland.  She was 
later employed by the Chesa-
peake & Potomac Telephone 
Company. 

In 1951, Grace married 
Paul E. Potter while he was 
in the military prior to going 
overseas. Upon his discharge, 
they moved to Lake Villa, Il-
linois where Paul managed 
Susanna Farms, with a reg-
istered shorthorn cattle herd. 
Twenty-one years later, they 
moved to Melbourne Farms 
in Big Rock, Illinois. These 
cattle herds attracted many 
international visitors. 

Grace finally settled in 
Lena, Illinois. She was active 
in the Methodist Church and 
served on numerous com-
mittees and a member of the 
Martha Missions. Grace was 

also a mem-
ber of the 
Stagecoach 
Quilters and 
was Queen 
of the Red 
Hat Society 
in Lena.

 Grace 
was equally 

adept with knitting and sew-
ing needles and a paint brush. 
Her artistic efforts produced 
many sweaters, quilts, cloth-
ing, and decorative crafts. 
Grace hand braided sever-
al large woolen rugs for the 
home. She was an amazing 
cook, making a 4-layer cake 
and pie each day for the fam-
ily and up to five hired men 
each day. 

Grace is survived by 
her children: Dianne Wal-
ters-Butler of Gotham, WI, 
Paul K. Potter of Lena, IL, 
Phillip Potter of Denver, 
CO; three grandchildren; five 
great-grandchildren; and four 
great-great-grandchildren. 
Grace was preceded in death 
by her parents, husband Paul, 
granddaughter Sara, grand-
son Paulie, daughter-in-law 
Regina, four sisters, and two 
brothers.

Funeral services was held 
on March 8, at 11 a.m. at 
the Pratt Memorial Chapel 
in Richland Center. Visita-
tion was held March 8 at the 
Pratt Memorial Chapel from 
10 a.m. until the time of the 
service at 11 a.m. Burial will 
be held in the Lena Cemetery 
in Lena, Illinois on Thursday, 
March 10 at 10 a.m. The Pratt 
Funeral and Cremation Ser-
vice and the Leamon Funeral 
Home are assisting the family 
with their arrangements.

RANDALL C. “RANDY” 
BUISKER

Randall C. “Randy” 
Buisker, age 63 of rural 
South Wayne, WI passed 
away Sunday, Feb. 27, 2022 
at his home in rural South 
Wayne. He was born Oct. 11, 
1958 in Freeport, IL the son 
of Marvin and Joyce (Guent-
ner) Buisker. Randy grew 
up in Lanark, IL where he 
graduated from Lanark High 
school and later from High-
land Community College. 
Randy was united in marriage 
to the love of his life, Renee 
Fluegel on Sept. 6, 1980, at 
Shannon United Method-
ist Church in Shannon, IL. 
Randy has been dedicated 
to farming his entire life and 
started farming in northern 
Illinois with one cow and a 
dream. They moved to Wis-
consin and bought their first 
farm, Flatlanders Dream 
Dairy, in South Wayne in 
1994 where he and Renee 
raised their family and have 
resided since. 

 Randy is survived by his 
wife at home; his children: 
Adam (Elizabeth) Buisker 
of Palisade, CO, Ashley 
(Jeremiah) Kleiber of rural 
Darlington, WI, and Brett 
(Mandy) Brooker of South 
Wayne; his grandchildren 
that he absolutely adored: 
Xavier and Lillith Buisker 
of Palisade, CO; his mother: 
Joyce Buisker of Lanark, IL; 
one sister: Shari Morgan of 
Thomson, IL; and his moth-
er-in-law: Carol Fluegel of 
Lena, IL. He was preceded in 
death by his father: Marvin 
Buisker; and his father-in-
law: Eugene Fluegel. 

 Randy was a member 
of Lena United Methodist 
Church in Lena, IL. He kept 
himself busy and involved 
serving on many different 
boards: the Freeport Area 
International Visitors, the 
Pecatonica Co-Op Board, 
was lifetime member of the 
NRA, and past member of the 
Stephenson County Young 

F a r m e r s . 
Randy en-
joyed being 
o u t d o o r s 
and hunting 
any chance 
he could. He 
was the ulti-
mate trivia 
partner as 

he was the biggest histo-
ry buff and knew just about 
everything about airplanes. 
He and Renee proudly host-
ed over 150 international 
guests throughout the years 
– enjoying the knowledge 
he obtained from them and 
the knowledge he was able 
to share in return. Randy had 
a sweet tooth and no matter 
how hard he tried to hide 
his candy stash the kids and 
grandkids always found it. 

 Randy was a family man 
through and through. The 
proudest title he wore was 
“Papa” to his two grandchil-
dren. He made sure his chil-
dren and grandchildren al-
ways knew how proud he was 
of them and supported them 
in any endeavor they set out 
to achieve. The memories he 
created with his family will 
be cherished by them forever. 

 A funeral service was held 
Saturday, March 5, at 11:00 
a.m. at Lena United Meth-
odist Church (118 W. Mason 
St., Lena, IL 61048) with 
Rev. Craig Conklin and Rev. 
Kari Rainsberger co-offici-
ating. A visitation was held 
Friday, March 4, 2022, from 
4 p.m. until 8 p.m. at Lena 
United Methodist Church and 
on Saturday from 10 a.m. un-
til 10:45 a.m. at the church. 
The Erickson Funeral Home 
in Darlington is serving the 
family. Online condolences 
may be expressed to the fam-
ily at www.ericksonfuneral-
home.com. 

 In lieu of flowers, a memo-
rial fund has been established 
in Randy’s name. Donations 
may be sent to Erickson Fu-
neral Home 508 Main St., 
Darlington WI 53530.

RICHARD JOHNSON
 Richard “Dick” Johnson, 

age 84 of Lena, IL formerly 
of Verona, WI, passed away 
on March 2, 2022, at Man-
or Court in Freeport, IL.  He 
was born Dec. 22, 1937, in 
Dodgeville, WI, the son of 
Howard and Lenore (Syse) 
Johnson.  Dick married Rene 
Guequierre on Sept. 21. 1968 
in Rockford. 

 He served his country as a 
member of the United States 
Army.  Dick worked for Wis-
consin Telephone /Ameritech 
in Madison, Wisconsin for 
33 years before retiring.  He 
was a member of the Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church in 
Lena.  Dick enjoyed being an 
Amateur Radio Operator and 
metal detecting.  

 He is survived by his wife 

Rene of Lena; three children- 
David Johnson of Phoenix, 
AZ, Jenny (Brenda Larson) 
Johnson of Baraboo, WI and 
Steve Johnson of Gilbert, AZ; 
three granddaughters- Dal-
las Johnson of Phoenix, AZ, 
Taylor (JT)  Link of Gilbert, 
AZ and Haley Johnson of 
Phoenix, AZ; grandson Kade 
Richard Johnson of Gilbert, 
AZ; brother Bill Johnson of 
Argyle, WI; sister-in-law Car-
olyn Johnson of Belleville, 
WI and numerous nieces and 
nephews.

 Dick was preceded in death 
by his parents and brother Phil. 
In lieu of flowers a memorial 
has been established for the 
Lena Food Pantry and Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church 
in Lena. Condolences may be 
sent to www.leamonfh.com.

Obituaries

    

       

Arts and crafts with 4-H 
after school 

The University of Illinois 
Extension / 4-H & the Chil-
dren’s Hands-On Museum 
(CHOM) have teamed up 
to bring Stephenson County 
youth, ages 4-12 a fun-filled 
after school hour of arts and 
crafts. On March 17, from 4 
p.m. to 5 p.m. CHOM will 
be learning paper quilling 
and mosaic art. 

 This event will be held 
at the Children’s Hands-On 
Museum, 1233 W. Galena 
Ave. Freeport, IL. This is a 
free event for all youth, no 
4-H membership necessary 
to attend. Pre-registration 
is required at go.illinois.
edu/CHOM  & either a 
membership or daily rate to 
enter the museum.

Believers Basic Bible 
study

 Join the Believers Basic 
Bible study on March 13 at 
5 p.m. The topic is part 2 
of God’s goodness, mercy, 
truth, but also his wrath and 
judgement.  It will be held at 
the Lena Community Cen-
ter. Please call Pastor Cliff 
at (716)-229-9281 for more 
information. 

Christ Lutheran Church 
Chili Supper

 The Christ Lutheran 
Church in Stockton will 
host the annual Chili Supper  
on March 22 from 4:30 
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. They 
will serve chili, beef noo-
dle soup, potato soup, ham 
sandwiches, relish cups, 
and dessert. Carry outs  
will be available. For more 
information call Jan Zarn 
815-297-4331.

Concerned Women of 
America meeting

 The Concerned Women 
of America (CWA) Stockton 
Group will meet on Wednes-
day, March 9 at 2 p.m. at 
Calvary Church in Stock-
ton.  The CWA is a group of 
concerned Christian women 
who meet to be informed, to 
pray and act.  The CWA is a 
non-denominational group 
that is pro-family, pro-
life, pro-religious freedom, 
pro-national sovereignty, 
and against sexual exploita-
tion.  Any interested woman 
is welcome to join us.  If you 
have any questions or need 
a ride, please contact Carol 
Rowe at 815-947-2122 or 
Pam Hess at 815-947-9154.

News briefs
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EVANGELICAL FREE 
CHURCH OF LENA
720 N. Freedom Street

Lena, IL • 815-369-5591
Rev. Scott Wilson

Assoc. Pastor of Youth

Sunday Worship 
10:00 a.m.

ABF 8:45 a.m.
Awana

Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

Listen to pastor’s weekly sermon 
at www.lenafreechurch.org

409923

God Is Love
Schapville Zion 

Presbyterian Church

635  E. Schapville Road
Elizabeth, IL 61028

www.schapvillezion.org

Celebrate God’s Love at
10:00 a.m. worship

64751

635 E. Schapville Rd.
Elizabeth, IL 61028

www.schapvillezion.org
815-845-2272

395526

Federal & State 
Tax Returns

Payroll 
Tax Returns

Rhonda 
McPeek

304 East North Avenue
(on Rte. 20 across from NAPA)  

Stockton
815-541-3969

392188

MOWERY AUTO PARTS

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks

392194

BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!
10% MORE for 

jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mint Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Coins 
Flatware • Diamonds • Sterling

40
36

86

M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Martintown Community Church
W8996 Lena Street • Martintown, WI 53522

(1 mile north of Winslow, IL)
Pastor Kevin Cernek • 608-558-0974

Sunday Worship • 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Worship inside or watch from the parking lot 

on the jumbotron
Sunday School for all ages • 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Youth • 6 p.m.
Tuesday Bible Study • 10:30 a.m.

Thursday Prayer & Bible Study • 6 p.m.

412229

Pearl City United Methodist Church

2ND ANNUAL CHILI COOK-OFF
Sunday, March 20 • 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

Contact Jason Barklow
for more information, 815-275-3397

Entry fee is $5 and $5 a cup to try the different chilies.
Awards will be given out for:

1st-3rd place and Fireman’s choice.
Registration deadline is March 16.

41
34

64

Think you have the 
best chili around?

Bring in a batch for 
your chance to win!

Musical Lenten Services
Wednesdays at 1 p.m.

at the Evangelical Free Church of Lena
720 N. Freedom Street

March 9 .................................... Will Mueller (guitar)
March 16 .............. Tyger Johnson, One Man Band 
                                                 (variety of instruments)
March 23 .........................Glenda Linneman (piano)
March 30 ........................Deb Leininger (flute, piano)
April 6 .....No Worries Band (mandolin, guitar, banjo)
April 13 ....... Dave & Duska Ruter Ministry(piano)

413674

ESPECIALLY FOR THE COMMUNITY

Calls current 
language 
confusing and 
bureaucratic
By Beth Hundsdorfer 
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

A bill meant to stem nutri-
ent pollution resulting from 
farm runoff has met opposi-
tion from a formidable foe—
the Illinois Farm Bureau—as 
negotiations on a final pack-
age continue.

Nutrient loss is one of the 
most serious pollution threats 
in the country, creating a dead 
zone in the Gulf of Mexico, 
poisoning local lakes and 
streams and causing serious 
health problems for people 
and domesticated animals.

Illinois, a major contrib-
utor to nutrients in water, 
pledged to develop strategies 
to reduce the nutrient loads 
leaving the border.

The state aimed to reduce 
nitrates and nitrogen by 15 
percent and phosphorus by 
25 percent by 2025, but the 
latest Illinois Nutrient Loss 
Reduction Strategy Imple-
mentation Report showed that 
nutrient loss increased by 13 
percent and phosphorus losses 
increased by 35 percent, com-
pared with a baseline period 
from 1980 to 1996.

The bill, Senate Bill 3471, 
was introduced in January, but 
was amended in early Febru-
ary, changing substantively 
from its original form that 
funded a program incentiviz-
ing the planting of cover crops 
by offering discounts on crop 
insurance.

The amended bill creates 

the Healthy Soils and Wa-
tershed Initiative that would 
be administered by the De-
partment of Agriculture in 
cooperation with the state’s 
soil and water conservation 
districts, the Illinois Environ-
mental Protection Agency, 
and the University of Illinois 
Extension program.

The Department of Agri-
culture would create guide-
lines to help with soil and 
water conservation districts 
to create a plan and establish 
funding levels with “measure-
able, cost-effective and tech-
nically achievable goals” to 
reduce nutrient loss.

The Initiative would then 
produce a study every two 
years, beginning in 2023, 
outlining efforts to combat 
nutrient loss and their overall 
effectiveness. It would also 
measure the overall picture 
of nutrient loss and whether 
the state was moving towards 
goals set out in the Nutrient 
Loss Reduction Strategy.

Supporters say the bill 
creates a baseline to gauge 
the scope of the problem and 
identify appropriate spend-
ing limits and strategies that 
work, and it also provides ac-
countability to taxpayers.

The information collected 
by the agencies would also 
make it easier to obtain feder-
al monies set aside to combat 
nutrient loss, said Maxwell 
Webster, Midwest Policy 
Manager for America Farm-
land Trust, a proponent of the 
bill.

The Illinois Farm Bureau 
voiced opposition to the bill 
in committee hearing because 
they say it is duplicative, 
complicated and bureaucratic.

Farm Bureau opposes nutrient loss bill as negotiations continue
The Farm Bureau said the 

bill put various state and fed-
eral agencies, authorities, and 
programs under one umbrella, 
making it difficult to imple-
ment. Adding provisions to 
already existing laws, like the 
Soil and Water Conservation 
Act, would make the Nutri-
ent Loss Reduction Strategies 
less confusing and eliminate 
bureaucracy, said Lauren Lur-
kins, Director of Environmen-
tal Policy for the Illinois Farm 
Bureau.

“We believe that the current 
NLRS program is moving us 
in the direction of protecting 
the environment and helping 
farmers better manage their 
land and resources,” Lurkins 
wrote in an email. “SB 3471 
has some great ideas in the 
proposed language, but does it 
in a way that is awkward and 
duplicative. We feel that there 
are many laws in place that 
can be changed to include the 
goals that this bill lays out in 
a more efficient and workable 
format.”

The Farm Bureau also 
voiced its opposition to man-
dates, stating that voluntary 
implementation will make the 
programs more palatable to 
farmers.

The bill is not designed 
to increase regulation and 
it does not create addition-
al mandates. It is focused on 
making sure the state maxi-
mizes existing resources and 
successfully attracts addition-
al investment from the federal 
government, Webster said.

“Mandates are not the an-

swer to this problem. Farmers 
are our greatest stewards of 
the land and the focus needs 
to be on getting more resourc-
es in their hands to implement 
conservation practices,” Web-
ster said. “That’s why this bill 
seeks to update our existing 
voluntary conservation pro-
grams so that they are more 
responsive to the needs of 
farmers and the goals of the 
nutrient loss reduction strat-
egy while also addressing 
emerging challenges like cli-
mate change.”

The bill states “the initia-
tive shall promote voluntary 
and incentive-based conser-
vation efforts. No part of this 
act shall be used to impose 
mandates or require practice 
adoption.”

The original bill proposed 
an increase in funding for nu-
trient loss reduction policies 
over the next 10 years from 
$10 million to more than $25 
million in 2027, extending 
through 2032, but that lan-
guage was removed in the lat-
est Senate amendment.

The original bill would 
also have expanded the eligi-
ble uses for the Partners for 
Conservation Fund, includ-
ing funding the Fall Covers 
for Spring Savings Program. 
But that language was also 
stripped from the bill in Sen-
ate Amendment 1.

The funding mechanism 
of that program will now 

be spread out across IDOA, 
IDNR and IEPA in wider ap-
propriation discussions, but 
the funding request for the 
cover crop program is the 
same as in the last bill.

“We look forward to work-
ing with Sen. Ram Villivalam 
(D-Chicago) and the other 
stakeholders of this legisla-
tion to work out all the tech-
nicalities of the legislation,” 
Lurkins said.

Advocates for the bill said 

they are hopeful it will be 
able to move when the Sen-
ate returns next week, as the 
deadline for its passage was 
extended to March 11.

It passed the Senate Agri-
culture Committee on an 8-6 
vote last month, with only 
Democratic support. Commit-
tee chair Patrick Joyce, D-Es-
sex, was the lone Democrat to 
oppose the bill in committee, 
joining Republicans in voting 
against it.

Highland holds two 
Agriculture Open Houses

Area high school students 
with an interest in animals, 
plants, technology, or me-
chanics are invited to expe-
rience Highland Agriculture 
by attending one of two open 
house events held on cam-
pus.

The open houses will be 
from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
on Friday, March 11 and Fri-
day, April 8, with workshops 
covering Agriculture Tech-
nology, Crop and Soil Sci-
ence, Horticulture, Animal 
Science, and Agribusiness. 
In addition to the hands-on 

workshops, students will take 
a campus tour, learn about 
registration and scholarships, 
and hear from agriculture 
instructors about degree 
programs, extracurricular 
activities, and other opportu-
nities with Highland Agricul-
ture. Lunch will be provided 
during the open house event.

Registration can be 
found at www.highland.
edu or by contacting 
Agriculture Instructors Justin 
Ebert justin.ebert@highland.
edu or Monica Pierce monica.
pierce@highland.edu.
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Bauer & Fonseca, P.c.
Certified Public Accountants

Stockton Office:
115 W. Front Ave. • Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-4594
Email: bnfcpas@frontier.com

Tax Season Is Here!
David L. Bauer, CPA • Heather R. Fonseca, CPA
Call for an appointment today!

392186

Bring a SMILE to someone’s face.
Share with us a photo and details of 
your recent engagement, wedding or 

anniversary at no charge.
Stop in at the Shopper’s Guide/The Scoop Today newspaper 
office 240 W. Main St., Suite B, Lena with your info or email 

us at scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
404764

409359

The Scoop Today
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“Committed to the communities we serve”

EDITOR: Kathleen Cruger
Advertising Sales: Cyndee Stiefel: lenaads@rvpublishing.com

Office Manager: Jessica Tessendorf

To Contact The Scoop Today & Shopper’s Guide:
Telephone: 815-369-4112 • 815-947-3353 • Fax: 815-369-9093

Email: News/Letters to the Editor: scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
Ads: ads@rvpublishing.com

Classifieds: scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
Billing Office: businessoffice@rvpublishing.com

Available online at: rvpnews.com
Mailing Address: 

The Scoop Today/Shopper’s Guide
240 W. Main Street, Suite B, Lena, IL 61048

TO SUBSCRIBE:
• Yearly subscriptions to The Scoop Today and Shopper’s Guide are available at $25 

annually for Jo Daviess & Stephenson Counties and $39.95 annually for those out of the 
area. Subscriptions are non-refundable. Within our circulation area, The Scoop Today and 
Shopper’s Guide are free. You can pick up single copies of The Scoop Today or Shopper’s 

Guide at convenient locations throughout the area.

• claSSified raTeS: Classifieds start at $7.00 for the first 3 lines, then add $1.95 per each 
additional line thereafter, for private party ads. Please call for complete rate information.

©2021 Rock Valley Publishing, LLC • All rights reserved
413326

1013 16th Avenue
Monroe, WI

608-325-4464
Hours:  M-T 10-5; F 10-6, Sat  10-4

Large Shipment of

413678

just in
For men and women

 I’ve taken up a new 
hobby: painting. I don’t 
paint walls or houses. I keep 
it smaller—to canvases, 
coasters and such. It’s not 
painting like you might 
think. My new leisure pursuit 
involves no brushes or 
rollers.

 What it lacks in brushes, 
this technique makes up for 
in paint. I literally pour it 
onto the canvas and let it 
flow. I might spin it. I might 
blow on it with a blow dryer 
or a straw, but what it comes 
down to is paint consistency 
and letting it all just flow 
where it may.

 It’s called acrylic pour 
painting and it’s rather 
addictive. It allows you to 
create art without the control 
that art typically encompasses 

– although the more involved 
and knowledgeable I become 
in the process, the more I 
realize the lack of control is 
but an illusion. It is control 
without control, which is the 
epitome of art, not to mention 
cool.

 It’s been a real learning 
curve. Continues to be, for 
that matter.

 One thing I’ve come to 
understand is that not every 
piece is a masterpiece. 
Welcome to the world of 

By
JILL
PERTLER
Columnist

Slices of life

Scraping the paint
Rembrandt and Da Vinci, not 
that I’d know for sure, but I 
suspect most artists—even 
the great ones—had their 
share of learning curves.

 This happens a lot in 
acrylic pour painting – at 
least if you are me.

 It was hard, at first to 
acknowledge that I’d painted 
a failure. None of us wants to 
create a failure. But, I could 
tell that I’d pushed the paint 
too far. Maybe the colors got 
muddy. Maybe they flowed 
where they weren’t supposed 
to flow. Maybe they just 
looked plain old meh.

 Whatever the outcome, 
many of mine didn’t measure 
up to expectations.

 At first, I left them 
to dry, hoping maybe 
they’d somehow improve 
themselves during the 
process. Naivety is often a 
gift. It keeps us going when 
others might look our way 
and roll their eyes.

 After a few dried failures 
and my own eye rolls, I 
realized I was only wasting 
canvases and paint—and 
those things aren’t free. 
My naivety flew out the 
window and was replaced by 
pragmatism. Creating beauty 
is one thing, wasting money 
is another.

 It was then that I 
learned the art—and the 
practicality—of the scrape.

 If I didn’t want to waste a 
canvas, I realized had to kill 
my own darlings (to coin a 
phrase from Stephen King). 
As much as I wanted to love 
my canvas creations, I knew 
they weren’t going to hang on 
anyone’s wall—not even my 
own. So I had to scrape them.

 I had to pull the paint off 
and start anew.

 It’s like everything in life. 
Some days it’s all good and 
other days it’s a scrape. But 
even on the most scrapiest 
of days, I’ve learned we 
shouldn’t give up. Even a 
scrape teaches us something 
new.

 It teaches us that even 
though we may need a do-

over, there is still something 
worth saving. We are still 
worthy of a second or third 
(or fourth) try. Scraping 
means salvaging what we can 
and moving forward with it. 
Pour your scraped paint into 
a cup and use it on another 
try on another day. Who 
knows, your next pour might 
be a keeper. It may ever be 
your most beautiful one yet.

 Keep pouring.

 Jill Pertler is an award-
winning syndicated 
columnist, published 
playwright and author. 
She invites readers follow 
the Slices of Life page on 
Facebook.

Freeport juvenile 
arrested for aggravated 
unlawful use of firearm

 On Wednesday, March 2, 
2022, at approximately 8:15 
p.m., the Freeport Police De-
partment attempted to stop a 
vehicle in the area of South 
Chicago Street and South 
Galena Avenue. The driver, a 
14 year-old male juvenile of 
Freeport, fled officers on foot. 

The juvenile was appre-
hended, and two firearms were 
located on his person. Once 
the individual was identified, 
he was also found to have an 
outstanding juvenile arrest 
warrant for reckless discharge 
of a firearm and possession of 
a firearm without a FOID. 

 The juvenile was charged 
with aggravated unlawful use 
of weapon, aggravated fleeing 
to elude a peace officer, as 
well as misdemeanor counts 
of resisting a peace officer, 
and no valid driver’s license. 
He has been transported to the 
Kane county Juvenile Deten-
tion Center to await his deten-
tion hearing. 

 The public is reminded that 
the defendant is presumed 
innocent and is entitled to a 
fair trial, at which the govern-
ment has the burden of prov-
ing guilt beyond a reasonable 
doubt.
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30th ANNUAL ROCK RIVER VALLEY TRAIN SHOW

$5 Admission
(12 & under FREE)

Saturday, March 26 • 10 am - 5 pm
Sunday, March 27 • 10 am - 3 pm

HARLEM HIGH SCHOOL
9929 N. Alpine Rd., Rockford, IL

• Displays • Vendors 
• Layouts • Lunch Stand 

• Door Prizes
rrvd-nmra.com

NATIONAL MODEL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION

Scouts in
uniform

and active
military
FREE

413232

20th Annual
Sunday, March 13

Jane Addams
Community Center
430 W. Washington, Cedarville, IL

10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
• MODEL CONTEST 

• 20 CLASSES • DOOR PRIZES

413676

Contest Judging starts at noon
Admission $3.00

For more info call Scott  815-238-0634
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We’re more than just a great rate.

Bank-issued, FDIC-insured
Minimum deposit

APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 02/15/22. CDs offered by Edward Jones are 
bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) 
per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please 
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to 
availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest 
rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose 
principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not 
be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest 
and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks 
and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust 
Corp. (DTC).

Chris Folmar 
Financial Advisor

640 W South St 4 
Freeport, IL 61032-6838 
815-616-5955

$1000
5-year 2.20

We’re more than just a great rate.

Minimum deposit  $1,000

5-year   APY*

Bank-issued, FDIC-insured 2.15%

 Oral diseases negatively 
impact the quality of life of 
millions of people throughout 
the world. Poor oral health 
leads to pain and suffering, 
infections, lost income, and 
loss of self-esteem. Oral 
diseases negatively impact 
general health and place a 
burden on health systems 
globally. The link between 
oral diseases and other 
health conditions has been 
the topic of research for 
many years. As discussed 
in my previous columns, 
research shows links between 
oral diseases, particularly 
periodontal disease, and health 
conditions such as diabetes, 
cardiovascular disease, kidney 
disease, complications during 
pregnancy, preterm delivery, 
and low birth weight. 

 Most oral diseases are 
preventable, yet hundreds of 
million people suffer from 
periodontal disease and 
rampant decay. For whatever 
reason, people tend to ignore 
or downplay oral disease. This 
may partially be due to some 
commonly held misbeliefs 
such as, “all people get 
cavities” or “bleeding gums 
are normal,” “pregnant women 
should not go to the dentist” 
or “cavities in baby teeth 
don’t matter, they’re going to 
lose them anyway.”  To raise 
awareness of the importance 
of oral health, its impact on 
general health, and the global 
need for oral health education 
to prevent disease, World 
Oral Health Day (WOHD) 
was established in 2007. It is 
celebrated annually on Mar. 
20. 

 WOHD was established 
by the FDI World Dental 
Federation, a group of dentists 
from 136 countries who 
are dedicated to “improved 
prevention and control of 
oral diseases throughout the 
world.” WOHD not only 
stresses the global need for 
expansion of oral education 
and the need for people to 
take ownership of their oral 

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

John Kreeger celebrates
25 years of coaching
 On Thursday, March 3, a celebration was held to recognize John Kreeger’s 
25th year of coaching Freeport High School bowling.  Several former bowlers 
and coaches showed up to congratulate him on this great accomplishment.  
Coach Kreeger has helped win many matches and tournaments and his biggest 
accomplishments are his one state championship (2008), two state runner-up 
finishes (2018 and 2003), and his third-place state finish (2004).  Pictured here 
are (left to right) Kreeger and three members of the 2008 state championship 
team, Sidney Devries, Coach John Kreeger, Jesse Castle, and Kurtis Gosewisch.

Incidentally, World 
Oral Health Day

health, but to also make 
them aware of the profound 
consequences oral disease can 
have on their general health 
and quality of life. Many 
people are not aware that oral 
health has anything to do with 
their health. It’s hard to make 
an informed health decision 
if you have not been given 
the necessary information 
to base that decision on. For 
instance, as I discussed in my 
column on oral health and 
diabetes, periodontal disease 
makes it decidedly harder to 
keep diabetes under control 
and uncontrolled diabetes 
can lead to and/or exacerbate 
periodontal disease. Once 
someone has knowledge 
about this connection and its 
importance in controlling their 
disease, the decision to focus 

on daily preventative oral 
care becomes one more way 
they can take ownership of 
their role in controlling their 
disease. 

 When you take into 
consideration that the Latin 
root of the word doctor is 
teacher, it should come as no 
surprise that dentists across 
the globe are working together 
to teach not only our patients 
but our communities about 
the importance of oral health. 
Everyone deserves to have 
the knowledge necessary to 
take care of both their oral 
and general health. Educating 
patients and parents about 
preventative home care is a 
critical part of comprehensive 
dental care. Dentists and 
members of the dental team 
also provide oral education 
in their community through 
school and library visits, dental 
clinics, and hosting field trips 
to the office. 

 WOHD also promotes 
dentistry’s commitment to 
lifelong continuing education 
for both themselves and their 
entire dental team.

By
DR. STEPHEN 
PETRAS 
Illinois Licensed 
General Dentist

Results of ENF’s 2022 Midwinter 
Bald Eagle count released

 Terrence Ingram, Pres-
ident of the Eagle Nature 
Foundation and compiler for 
its Annual Midwinter Bald 
Eagle Count, has just released 
the results of this year’s count 
which was conducted on Jan. 
29 and 30, with a great major-
ity of the birds counted before 
11 a.m. on Jan. 29 to reduce 
any duplication of numbers. 
This count is conducted by 
hundreds of volunteers from 
Northern Minnesota to Ten-
nessee and from Indiana to 
Nebraska. The volunteers 
are members of the Fish and 
Wildlife Service, US Army 
Corps of Engineers, conser-
vation organizations and pri-
vate individuals, throughout 
this area. 

 A total of 2,170 bald ea-
gles were counted this year. 
Of these birds, 1,594 were 
adults, 98 were sub-adults, 
421 were immatures and 57 
birds with age undetermined. 
This is in comparison to the 
2021 count which had a total 
of 1,850 birds, where 1,431 
were adults, 65 were sub-
adults 301 were immatures 
and 53 with age undeter-
mined. The overall percent-
age of immatures to adults in 
2021 was 20.4%, while it was 
24.6% in 2022, an increase of 
4%. For a healthy bald eagle 
population this percentage 
should be above 30%. 

 It is quite interesting to 
note that the number of adult 
bald eagles on the Mississippi 

River was 1,024 in 2021 and 
1,049 in 2022. These num-
bers are close to being the 
same with an increase of only 
15 birds. The number of sub-
adults in 2021 was 33, while it 
was 63 in 2022, almost twice 
the number. The number of 
immatures was 183 in 2021 
and 246 in 2022 an increase 
of 63 birds. The percentage 
of immatures to adults was 
17.4 % in 2021 and 22.8 % in 
2022, a 5.4 % increase. 

 A full copy of the results 
of the 2022 Annual Midwin-
ter Count may be obtained 
by writing to Eagle Nature 
Foundation, 300 East Hick-
ory Street, Apple River, IL 
61001, or calling 815-594-
2306.

393041

    your source for on-line news:

       RVPNEWS.COM
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Your “Main Street Chiropractors”
with over 40 years service to our community

• Palmer Graduates • Digital X-Ray
• BCBS Provider • Electronic Insurance Billing

Liles Chiropractic 
Clinic, Ltd.

Dr. Jared Liles  &  Dr. Jim Liles
238 W. Main St. • Lena

815-369-4974
M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Saturday by Appointment.

397192

Now proudly accepting United Healthcare
and Quartz insurance plans.

WINDOWS Including: EGRESS
• SIDING • DOORS • GUTTERS 

Lifetime Warranty • Professionally Trained Installers

Not only do we stand
behind our windows,
we stand on them!
Local Owner 
Scott Williamson

Call Today For Your
FREE ESTIMATE

815-395-1333
6010 Forest Hills Rd, 
Rockford, IL

www.windowworldrockford.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00 am-5:00 pm; Sat 9:00 am-Noon

America’s Largest
Home Improvement

Company
• Locally Owned & Operated

• Professional & Insured Crews

• True Lifetime Warranties,
   Guaranteed Forever!

• Serving Northern Illinois
  for more than 15 years

Se Habla Espanol

*SEE OUR WEBSITE OR A TEAM MEMBER FOR DETAILS

0% FINANCING
OPTIONS
AVAILABLE*

395623

The Feb. 23 Shopper’s 
Guide had a story cover-
ing local park districts that 
needed clarification. The 
Winslow Township Park 
District put out a message 
to the community asking for 
input in the summer months 

and not just before 2021 
came to a close. Also com-
munity members make dona-
tions to use outdoor shelters. 
There is no current news on 
making improvements to 
the Winslow Township Park 
District.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
 On Sunday, March 13, at 9:30 a.m. Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church will offer a second Sunday of Lent service.  The reading 
will be from Luke 13:31-35. The service may be joined service 
in-person or via Facebook Live.

 On Tuesday, March 15, Bible Study group will meet at 10 a.m. 
Everyone can join for a conversation about scripture and time of 
prayer. 

 On Wednesday, March 16 Peace Corps Quilting group will 
meet from 8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. No quilting experience is neces-
sary and new members are welcome. 

 During Lent Lena UMC and Good Shepherd are offering 
weekly Lenten devotion through social media. This year’s theme 
is Dwelling on the Lenten Hymns. This week’s devotion video 
will dwell on “Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross.” A video will be 
released every Wednesday.

 All the services will be recorded and available on the church’s 
Facebook page and website. Please contact the church office at 
815-369-5552 with any questions.

Le-Win Post Prom Committee hosts trivia night at Rafters
 The Le-Win Post Prom Committee 

is looking for teams to test their 
smarts while supporting a great cause 
on Saturday, March 19 at Rafters in 
Lena. Teams should pre-register and 
can range in size from 6 to10 people, 
ages 21 and over. The entry fee is 
$150 per team, and the fun begins at 

6:30 p.m.
 The evening will feature a wide 

range of trivia, cash bar, light snacks, 
and fun prizes. Teams are encouraged 
to dress up in a favorite theme and 
decorate their table. To register 
contact Anita Streckwald 815-990-
1915 or Wendy Gilbertson 815-297-

2255; wendylgilbertson@gmail.com.
 All proceeds from this event will 

go toward the Lena-Winslow Post 
Prom, which provides a memorable 
night of exciting prizes, delicious 
food and engaging activities on 
school grounds following the junior 
prom.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
 Join St. John’s Lutheran Church in Pearl City on Wednesday, 

March 9 for the first Midweek Lenten service at 6:30 p.m. and 
again on Sunday, March 13 at 9 a.m. for worship for the Second 
Sunday of Lent.  The Joy Choir will sing at the worship service 
led by Pastor Shellie Knight.  After worship, both the Stewardship 
and Outreach and the Memorial and Finance Committees will 
meet.

 The Women’s Gathering will meet at St. John’s in Luther Hall 
on Tuesday, March 15 at 9:45 a.m. for refreshments and 10 a.m. 
bible study. There will be a light lunch provided by the board and 
Sit N Sew following lunch.  All women are welcome. 

 The March Grace Meal will be held on Sunday, March 20 at 
11 a.m. until 12:15 p.m. with all meals at curbside pick-up.  The 
menu will be chili, ham salad, applesauce, crackers, fruit, and a 
cookie.  All reservations must be made to the church office by 5 
p.m. on Friday, March 18 by phone at 815-443-2215 or by email 
at prshadmin@gmail.com.  The meal is supported by a grant from 
the Freeport Community Foundation.   

 St. John’s Lutheran Church is located at 229 S First St., Pearl 
City, IL.  Worship services are currently offered in-person and live 
streamed on Facebook Live which can be found at www.StJohn-
sPearlCity.org.

Church news

Clarification

Cornerstone Credit Union announces 2022 Founders’ Scholarship Program 
 Cornerstone Credit Union 

is now accepting applica-
tions for their 2022 Founders’ 
Scholarship Program. Corner-
stone will be awarding four 
$1250 one-time scholarships, 
for a total of $5,000, to de-
serving high school seniors. 
The deadline for submission 

is March 28. 
 Since the program’s incep-

tion in 1998, Cornerstone has 
awarded thousands of dollars 
in scholarships to youth in the 
areas they serve. The Found-
ers’ Scholarship Program 
awards students who have ex-
emplified leadership and ded-

ication throughout their high 
school scholastic career and 
who plan to attend an accred-
ited college, university, com-
munity college, or technical/
trade school. 

 Visit cornerstonecu.org for 
an application and full details. 
Applicants must be a current 

Cornerstone Credit Union 
member as of Feb. 28,. Mem-
bership is open to people who 
live or work in Boone, Bu-
reau, Carroll, Jo Daviess, Lee, 
Ogle, Stephenson, Whiteside 
or Winnebago Counties in 
Illinois, or Green and Rock 
Counties in Wisconsin. 

As a standard practice, 
similar to how a township or 
municipality must act, a mea-
sure to approve the release of 
excess equipment was brought 
for a vote. Outdated products 
or systems that no longer meet 
the functional needs of teach-
ing or operation were pur-

chased, which means account-
ing has to be verified upon 
release or replacement.

The Lena-Winslow Com-
munity District Board of Edu-
cation meets at the junior high 
library at 517 Fremont Street 
on the fourth Tuesday of every 
month at 7 p.m.

• Learning   (Continued from front page)
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NOW OPEN!!!
Petersen Law and QDROs LLC

Residential Real Estate Transactions 
• Basic Estate Planning 

• Uncontested Divorces • QDROs/QILDROs
126 S. Main Street • Stockton, IL

815-401-4700 • www.petersen.law
info@petersenlawandqdros.com 412967

24-HOUR SERVICE ON ALL BRANDS

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

www.superiorhvacservices.com

New installation • Remodeling
Routine maintenance • Repairs

409647

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Dr. Stephen Petras 
Dr. Caitlin Pullara 

Stockton Dental Center 
120 West Front Avenue 

Stockton, IL 61085 
www.stocktondental.com 

A licensed Illinois General Dentist 
410697

TABITHA ENGEL Rock Valley Publishing

 LeFou, played by Braden Jacobs, assures Gaston, played by Rowen Schulz, that he 
is the most admired man in town.

By Tabitha Engel
REPORTER

 Excitement and nerves 
abound as Beauty and The 
Beast marks students’ mo-
mentous return to live mu-
sical theatre.  On March 11 
and 12 at 7:30 p.m., a tale as 
old as time will take center 
stage at the Lena-Winslow 
Performing Arts Center.  Au-
diences can expect to see all 
those colorful characters Dis-
ney’s Beauty and The Beast 
transformed into household 
names—the maternal Mrs. 

Potts, the bumbling LeFou 
and the beautiful bookworm, 
Belle—as students pour their 
hearts into the school’s first 
live musical production in 
three years.

 As band teacher and the 
musical’s co-director, Renee 
Schultz has witnessed how 
COVID has impacted musical 
theatre. The 2020 production 
of Tuck Everlasting was can-
celed, after months of prepa-
ration. The 2021 production 
of Elf was prerecorded and 
streamed online.  When asked 

how they are approaching this 
production, Schultz pointed 
to song lyrics from Be Our 
Guest.

 “When the cast sings, ‘It’s 
been years since we’ve had 
anybody here, and we’re ob-
sessed!’ we can appreciate the 
full weight of that sentiment. 
We are so happy and grateful 
to be performing for a live au-
dience again,” said Schultz.

She explained how Beauty 
and the Beast reminds peo-
ple to look past first impres-
sions—that “getting to know 

TABITHA ENGEL Rock Valley Publishing

 Belle, played by Ava Fiedler, sings of 
experiencing adventures like the ones 
she reads about in books, while the vil-
lagers agree she doesn’t quite fit in.

Lena-Winslow invites audiences to ‘Be Our Guest’
those different from ourselves 
transforms us all for the bet-
ter.”

 For many of the cast, even 
upperclassmen, Beauty and 
The Beast represents their 
first time in a live musical.  
Two years ago, as a freshman, 
Rowen Schulz was prepared 
to take the stage next to his 
older sister, Kierra Lynn, who 
had landed a starring role in 
Tuck Everlasting, until the 
pandemic shut down the pro-
duction.

 “It was very upsetting for 
both of us. It was out of no-
where. I really felt for my 
sister because it was her se-
nior year,” Schulz said. As a 
junior, Rowen will play the 
villainous and arrogant meat-
head, Gastón.  

 “I’m really excited, but 
unbelievably nervous. I’ve 
done a few live performanc-
es for the fall play, but I’ve 
never had to go in front of 
this big of a crowd and sing,” 
he said.  However, Schulz is 
heeding his big sister’s advice 
to “make it fun, so that is how 
you remember it.”

 “Obviously, you want to 
be prepared and do the right 
things, put on the best show 
you can, but you have to have 
fun,” he said. “As Gastón, 
I get to show so many emo-
tions. Anger, sadness. I get to 
go all out with the character.”

Senior Michael Decker, 
who will be stepping into 
fanged and furry role of the 
Beast, shared similar feelings.  
As a sophomore, he recalls 
how high expectations for his 
first musical lead in Tuck Ev-
erlasting gave way to uncer-
tainty then disappointment. 
“We never really got closure. 
It just faded away. Kids who 
were going to be in it grad-
uated. They eventually took 
down the set. It was very som-
ber, very sad.”

 While Decker appreciated 
the chance to play the char-

ismatic title character in last 
year’s streamed production 
of Elf, he’s now anxious to 
showcase his full range of 
abilities live on stage and 
promises to hold nothing back 
as the Beast. “As soon as I 
step out on that stage, I’m a 
completely different person, 
and the nerves are all gone. 
Everything about this produc-
tion and this cast is going to be 
amazing, from chorography 
to singing to acting.  There is 
so much love and positivity 
emanating from everyone on 
stage. All of our performers 
are so strong,” said Decker.

 As Belle, Ava Fiedler will 
be playing opposite to Deck-
er’s Beast. The sophomore 
described her first “normal” 
musical stage experience as 
anything but normal.

“Having a normal year in 
theatre feels kind of weird and 
honestly, really scary,” said 
Fiedler.  But she looks for-
ward to sharing the beloved, 
book-loving, strong-willed 
princess she grew up admir-
ing with the next generation 
of little girls. “What sets Belle 
apart is that she isn’t okay 
with settling. She wants to 
do bigger and better things. I 
see a lot of that in myself too, 
which helps me bring her to 
life.”

 Meanwhile, junior Braden 
Jacobs feels like he has been 
waiting his whole life to step 
into the comedic shoes of 
Gastón’s floundering wing 
man, LeFou. Jacobs describes 
it as his “dream role.” “Ever 
since I was tiny, from my first 
trip to Disney, I’ve wanted to 
play LeFou. It’s exhilarating 
that we actually get to have an 
audience. We’ll get to hear the 
laughter.”

 Senior Payton Scace, who 
plays Mrs. Potts, knows her 
final high school musical per-
formance will be an unforget-
table one. As one of the cast’s 
elders, she shares a certain 
matriarchal status with her 
character. Her last live musical 
performance was as a fresh-
man in The 25th Annual Put-
nam County Spelling Bee. “A 
lot of our cast has never had 
the experience of a live stage 
production. They’ve never 
had to do a quick change. I’m 
like, oh, I’m going to help you 
guys!”

Having cherished that live 
musical experience three 
years ago, Scace is hungry to 
return to the stage for a full-
scale production unburdened 
by the weight of audience re-
strictions and mask mandates.

See THEATER, Page 12
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Service 
Corner

The Scoop Today 
& Shopper’s 

Guide

10240 N. Old Mill Rd.
McConnell, IL 61050

815-541-3348
heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

411902

2022 Models are starting to arrive!
Get a jump start on spring.

Hurry in 
for best 

selection 
on 

remaining 
snow 

blowers!

Werhane Total Truck Repair
Straight Trucks - Semis - Dump

Trucks - Farm Type Vehicles
including Farm Tractors

FAIR • FAST • FRIENDLY
• Clutches • Brakes • Welding (Steel & Aluminum) • Electrical 

• Lube & Oil Change • Suspension • King Pins • Transmission & Drive Line 
• Differentials • Tune Ups • Over Hauls • Minor Body Work 

• Tractor-Trailer Wash • Air Conditioning

KEEP US IN MIND FOR ALL YOUR REPAIR NEEDS
Ask for Brian 

Call Now!
815-369-4574

Werhane Enterprises
509 E. Main St. • Lena • 815-369-4574                 2022-2-23-2022-8

411761

411758

• Instruments • Amps • Accessories
 • Lessons • Recording Studio

7 Years in Business

1329 E. SOUTH ST. • FREEPORT, IL
815-233-0118

MUSIC STORE, LLC

FULL
SERVICE
MUSIC
STORE

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

Denny’s Service Center

Dennis Rakowska Auto Technician

10146 N. Wachlin Rd. • McConnell, IL 61050
815-291-9010 • E-mail denrak03@yahoo.com

413749

Nick Judge • 815-990-8937
www.sixpointservices.com

Residential and 
Commercial

Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning

Window Washing
Holiday Lighting

Fully insured
413671

PEARL CITY SEAMLESS 
GUTTERS INC.

Josh Endress • 815-238-2655
Noah Smielewski • 815-307-2392

5” & 6” Seamless 
Gutters & Gutter Guards Available. 

Multi-color, Color Match.

Owner Operated

365500

Service Corner

413912

(Formerly Wybourn Construction)

Cell: 608-558-1095
Lena, IL

bobwybourn@gmail.com
• Windows•Doors•Kitchens

•Bathrooms•Decks
No Job Too Small To Appreciate!

407366

From Lena’s Kitchen

We have had some beau-
tiful weather this last week, 
and then a plunge in tempera-
ture just so we don’t think 
too much about Spring.  This 
week’s recipes are centered 
around St. Patrick’s Day. I am 
giving you the recipes a week 
early so you can have some 
time to prepare them.  Enjoy 
these old favorites and some 
really different ways to join 
the Irish celebration.

Rueben Dip
 What is better than a 

corned beef dip for St. Pat-

rick’s Day? My cousin makes 
this wonderful dip that is a hit 
at many of our family gather-
ings.  Serve it at your St. Pat’s 
party.

8 oz. pkg. cream cheese, 
softened

½ C. mayonnaise
2 T. ketchup
1 T. horseradish drained
1 T. relish
2 C. grated Swiss Cheese
2 oz. deli-corned beef, 

chopped
½ C. sauerkraut, drained, 

patted dry and chopped
¼ C. chopped onion
 Preheat the oven to 375.  

Combine the cream cheese, 
mayo, ketchup, horseradish, 
and relish in a food proces-
sor and puree until smooth.  
Transfer to a large bowl 
and stir in the Swiss cheese, 
corned beef, sauerkraut and 
onion.  Spread dip in a 1-quart 
baking dish and bake until 
browned and bubbling, about 

15 minutes.  Serve with pum-
pernickel bread or dark Jew-
ish rye.

Green Salad with 
Cottage Cheese

 There are several green 
Jell-O salads that I love to 
eat and I only make them 
for special occasions.  I love 
cottage cheese, so this salad 
is one of my favorites.  You 
can mold it, place it in a 
square baking dish, or put it 
in a pretty glass bowl.

1 C. crushed pineapple, 
drained with juice reserved

1 C. water
2 pkgs. Lime Jell-O (3 

oz.) each
1 C. mayo
1 C. canned evaporated 

milk
1 C. small curd cottage 

cheese
½ C. chopped pecans
 In a large measuring cup 

(at least 4 cup) add all of the 
reserved pineapple juice and 
enough water to the juice to 
make a total of 2 cups.  Pour 
into pot and bring just to a 
boil.  Add the lime Jell-O 
mixes to the boiling pine-
apple juice/water and stir 
until dissolved.  Remove 
from heat and allow to cool 
slightly.  In a mixing bowl, 
stir together the mayo and 
milk until smooth.  Slowly 
incorporate the warm Jell-O 
mixture to the mayo/milk 
mixture until combined.  Stir 
in crushed pineapple, cot-
tage cheese, and nuts.

 Pour mixture into an 8 x 8 
glass casserole dish.  Cover 
with saran wrap and refrig-
erate for at least 4 hours or 
overnight; it also looks great 
in a glass dish.  Cut the glass 
casserole into squares or 
scoop it out; either way it is 
good.

Garlic Dill Soda 
Bread

 Most St. Patrick day cel-
ebrations serve some kind of 
Irish Soda Bread.  This recipe 
has some dill in it to give it a 
little zip.  It also has buttermilk 
to keep it moist.

1 T. olive oil
1 medium onion, chopped
5 cloves garlic, minced
4 C. whole wheat flour
2 T. dried dill
1 t. coarse salt
1 t. baking soda
1/3 C. cold unsalted butter, 

cubed
1 egg, room temperature
1½ C. buttermilk
 Preheat oven to 425.  In a 

medium skillet, heat the oil over 
medium-high heat until siz-
zling.  Add the onion and cook, 
stirring until slightly browned, 
about 5 minutes.  Add the gar-
lic and cook about 30 seconds 
more, stirring constantly.  Turn 
off heat and let the onions and 

garlic cool until ready to use.
 In a large bowl, whisk to-

gether the flour, dill, salt, and 
baking soda.  Add the butter 
and use a pastry brush or fork 
to cut the butter into the flour 
mixture until it resembles pea-
size crumbs.  Add the onions 
and garlic and stir until well 
combined.  Make a well in the 
center of the dough.

 In a small bowl, whisk the 
egg and buttermilk together.  
Pour into the dough well and 
use a wooden spoon to mix the 
dough until stiff.  Turn out onto 
a lightly floured surface.  Knead 
dough gently about 10 times, 
then shape into a round loaf.  
Transfer the loaf to a large bak-
ing sheet.  Using a sharp knife, 
cut a shallow X shape on top of 
loaf.  Bake until golden brown, 
about 30 minutes.  Remove 
from oven and place bread on 
a wire rack.  Cut into wedges or 
slices and serve warm.

The not so skinny cook

See KITCHEN, Page 11
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— PUBLIC NOTICE —
NOTICE - ACCEPTING MOWING BIDS
We are now accepting bids for mowing the 

Elizabeth Cemetery & Old Log Church.

Bids should be per mowing.
Deadline to submit bids is April 1, 2022.

Any questions call Jeff Spoerl - (815) 858-4045.
Submit bids to: Candis Albrecht,  

313 Orange St., Elizabeth, IL  61028
(Liability Insurance is required)

413916

LEGAL NOTICES
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

JO DAVIESS COUNTY - 
GALENA, ILLINOIS

QUICKEN LOANS, LLC, 
    PLAINTIFF
  vs.
UNKNOWN HEIRS AT 
LAW AND LEGATEES 
OF CAROL MAY 
SEFFROOD; DEAN 
PAULSON; DONNA 
RUTSCH; DAVID 
PAULSON; CRAIG A. 
BROWN, AS SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE 
OF CAROL MAY 
SEFFROOD, 
DECEASED; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,
    DEFENDANT

2021CH29
PUBLICATION NOTICE
The requisite affidavit for 

publication having been 
filed, notice is hereby giv-
en to you, UNKNOWN 
HEIRS AT LAW AND 
LEGATEES OF CAROL 
MAY SEFFROOD; and 
UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS, Defendant 
in the above entitled suit, 
that the said suit has been 
commenced in the Circuit 
Court of the 15th Judicial 
Circuit, Jo Daviess Coun-
ty, Illinois by the plaintiff 
against you and other de-
fendant, praying for the 
foreclosure of a certain 
mortgage conveying the 
premises described as fol-
lows to wit:

LOTS FOUR (4) AND 
FIVE (5) IN BLOCK 
NINE (9) IN JOHNSON’S 
ADDITION TO THE VIL-
LAGE OF WARREN, IN 
THE COUNTY OF JO 
DAVIESS AND STATE 
OF ILLINOIS.

COMMON ADDRESS:  
609 E. Railroad Street, 
Warren, IL 61087

P.I.N.:  21-001-681-00
and which said mortgage 

was signed by CAROL 
MAY SEFFROOD, DE-
CEASED Mortgagor, to 
Mortgage Electronic Reg-
istration Systems, Inc., 
as nominee for Quicken 
Loans Inc., as Mortgagee, 
and recorded in the Office 
of the Recorder of Deeds 
of Jo Daviess County as 
Document No. 388610; 
and for such other relief 
prayed; that summons was 
duly issued out of the Cir-
cuit Court of Jo Daviess 
County against you as pro-

vided by law, and that the 
said suit is now pending.

NOW THEREFORE, 
UNLESS YOU, the said 
above defendant, file your 
answer to the Complaint in 
said suit or otherwise make 
your appearance therein, 
in the Office of the Clerk 
of this Court in Jo Da-
viess County at 330 North 
Bench Street, Galena, IL 
61036 on or before March 
25, 2022, default may be 
entered against you at any 
time after that day and a 
judgment entered in accor-
dance with the prayer of 
said complaint.

E-Filing is now manda-
tory for documents in civil 
cases with limited exemp-
tions. To e-file, you must 
first create an account with 
an e-filing service provid-
er. Visit http://efile.illinois-
courts.gov/service-provid-
ers.htm to learn more and 
to select a service provider. 
If you need additional help 
or have trouble e-filing, 
visit http://www.illinois-
courts.gov/faq/gethelp.asp 
or talk with your local cir-
cuit clerk’s office.
Johnson, Blumberg, 
& Associates, LLC
230 W. Monroe Street, 
Suite 1125
Chicago, Illinois 60606
Email: ilpleadings@
johnsonblumberg.com
Ph. 312-541-9710 / 
Fax 312-541-9711
JB&A # IL 21 8449
I3188169 

(Published in
The Scoop Today 
Feb. 23, March 2

& 9, 2022)
413176

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON COUNTY
IN PROBATE

In Re the Matter
of the Estate of:
Thomas M. Andrews,
   Deceased.

No. 22-PR-18
NOTICE FOR 

PUBLICATION - 
CLAIMS

Notice is given of the 
death of Thomas M. An-
drews, of Freeport, Illinois. 
Letters of Office were is-
sued on February 15, 2022, 
to:

Roger G. Lundholm
4939 Great Day Ln.
Rockford, IL 61109

as independent Administra-
tor of the Estate of Thomas 

M. Andrews, whose attor-
ney is

Anthony V. Coon
Attorney At Law

10 N. Galena Ave.,
Ste. 210

Freeport, Illinois 61032
The estate will be ad-

ministered without Court 
supervision unless, under 
Section 28.4 of the Pro-
bate Act (755 ILCS 5/28-
4), any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any time 
by mailing or delivering a 
Petition To Terminate to 
the Clerk.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the office 
of the Clerk of the Court 
at the Stephenson County 
Courthouse, 15 N. Galena 
Avenue, Freeport, Illinois 
61032, or with the repre-
sentative, or both, on or 
before September 2, 2022, 
and any claim not file 
don or before said date is 
barred. Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk must 
be mailed or delivered to 
the representative and to 
the attorney within ten (10) 
days after it has been filed.

Date: February 15, 2022.
Roger G. Lundholm,

Administrator
By: Anthony V. Coon

Anthony V. Coon,
Attorney at Law

Anthony V. Coon,
#6269568
Attorney at Law
10 N. Galena Ave., Ste. 
210
Freeport, IL 61032
815-235-2212
Fax 815-232-5500
tonycoonlaw@aol.com

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

Feb. 23, March 2
& 9, 2022)

413175

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 15TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
STEPHENSON COUNTY 
- FREEPORT, ILLINOIS

Finance of America 
Reverse LLC
    PLAINTIFF
  Vs.
Jill C. Cummins as 
Independent Executor; 
United States of 
America - Secretary 
of Housing and Urban 
Development; Unknown 
Heirs and Legatees of 
Jean C. VanHorn; Jill 
C. Cummins; Unknown 
Owners and Nonrecord 
Claimants
    DEFENDANTS

2022FC8

NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS GIVEN TO 
YOU:
Unknown Heirs and 
Legatees of Jean C. 
VanHorn
Unknown Owners and 
Nonrecord Claimants

That this case has been 
commenced in this Court 
against you and other de-
fendants, praying for the 
foreclosure of a certain 
Mortgage conveying the 
premises described as fol-
lows, to-wit:

COMMONLY KNOWN 
AS:

1323 S Chicago Ave
Freeport, IL 61032
and which said Mortgage 

was made by:
Jean C. VanHorn

the Mortgagor(s), to Mort-
gage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems, Inc., as 
mortgagee, as nominee for 
Finance of America Re-
verse LLC, as Mortgagee, 
and recorded in the Office 
of the Recorder of Deeds 
of Stephenson County, Il-
linois, as Document No. 
202100182839; and for 
other relief; that summons 
was duly issued out of said 
Court against you as pro-
vided by law and that the 
said suit is now pending.

NOW, THEREFORE, 
UNLESS YOU file your 
answer or otherwise file 
your appearance in this 
case in the Office of the 
Clerk of this Court,

Nathan A. Luy
Clerk of the Circuit Court
15 North Galena
Freeport, IL 61032

on or before April 1, 2022, 
A DEFAULT MAY BE 
ENTERED AGAINST 
YOU AT ANY TIME AF-
TER THAT DAY AND 
A JUDGMENT MAY 
BE ENTERED IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH THE 
PRAYER OF SAID COM-
PLAINT.
CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
15W030 North Frontage 
Road, Suite 100
Burr Ridge, IL 60527
(630) 794-5300
DuPage # 15170
Winnebago # 531
Our File No. 14-22-00359

NOTE: This law firm is a 
debt collector.
I3188513 

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

March 2, 9 & 16, 2022)
413332

Walk-Ins Welcome!

308 East Lena St. • Lena
815-650-8050
HOURS:  
 M-Th 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
 Friday 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
 Saturday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

LeAnn Clark, EA
clarkdifftax@gmail.com

Jodi Diffenderfer, EA

TAX TIME IS HERE!

411044

Providing all your Personal & Business Accounting & Tax Needs

Highland students 
host Death Café to 
discuss societal topic

 Students in the sociology 
class Death and Dying will 
host a Death Café at 10 a.m. 
March 9 via Zoom.

“This is such a great oppor-
tunity for our students and our 
community to come together 
and discuss these topics in 
a Death Café and be part of 
this international movement,” 
said Julie Hartman-Linck, So-
ciology instructor. “Life and 
death are interdependent, we 
don’t have one without the 
other, and the goal of a Death 
Café, much like the goals of 
our Death & Dying class, is 
to better understand death as 
one more part of life, and use 
that knowledge to (hopefully) 
make more out of the finite 
time we’re alive.”

This event aims to increase 
awareness of death to help 
people make the most of their 
lives. This is part of an inter-
national movement that in-
cludes more than 6,000 events 
in 56 countries. This year’s 
café is Highland’s third.

Highland student, Maken-
zie Fiene, said, “At first I was 
hesitant to take a class that had 
death and dying in the name, 
but it has become one of my 
favorite classes I’ve taken at 
Highland. Even if I’m 19 and 
don’t plan on passing soon 
it teaches you what goes on 

when a person is near death, 
and what steps need to be tak-
en in the dying, and grieving 
process. This class even gave 
me a little closure on helping 
myself express my grief from 
losing grandparents.”

The Death Cafe model was 
developed by Jon Under-
wood and Sue Barsky Reid, 
based on the ideas of Swiss 
sociologist Bernard Crettaz, 
who organized “café mortals” 
Inspired by Crettaz’s work, 
Underwood decided to use a 
similar model for his project, 
and Death Café was born. For 
more information visit death-
cafe.com.

LOCAL NEWS ON-LINE
rvpnews.

com
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 help wanted  transportation

To place an ad in our

Real Estate Section
Call (815) 369-4112

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

FIND BARGAINS IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS

 for sale

Call

815-369-4112
to place your classified ads

DEADLINE IS
4PM ON FRIDAY
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the Scoop Today
Serving the communities in Jo Daviess County Regional Ag Sales

Reps Wanted

20%-30% Commission
Rates on Sales

Submit your application
to sales@alpineag.xyz

410535

410539

240 W. Main St., Suite A, Lena, IL 61048
815-369-4225

www.radersinsurance.com 
www.westpointmutual.com

ROCKFORDMUTUAL
      I N S U R A N C E  C O M P A N Y
                                            Putting Lives Back Together

Since 1896

ROCKFORDMUTUAL
      I N S U R A N C E  C O M P A N Y
                                            Putting Lives Back Together

Since 1896

PMS Version

CMYK Version

 SM

 SM

May You Have A 
Healthy & Prosperous 

New Year
Nick, Annie & Kris

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

By Beth Hundsdorfer
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Local hospitals and health 
departments will get help 
from the Illinois Department 
of Public Health and the Illi-
nois Emergency Management 
Agency to meet the healthcare 
demand during a COVID-19 
surge, adding staffing to pro-
vide medical care and provide 

vaccines and testing.
The state will also help ramp 

up COVID-19 testing, now op-
erating six days a week to in-
crease availability. That started 
Monday.

“We are also increasing test-
ing and continuing to distribute 
monoclonal antibodies, anti-vi-
ral pills and any treatments or 
personal protective equipment 

communities need,” Gov. JB 
Pritzker said during a news 
conference. “I will continue to 
do everything possible to pro-
tect all the people of this state, 
whatever your vaccine status. 
But what kind of year 2022 
turns out to be depends on all 
of us doing what is best for all 
of us.”

 Pritzker was on a call with 

President Joe Biden and the 
National Governors Associa-
tion on Dec. 27 to discuss the 
response to the Omicron vari-
ant.

Illinois Department of Pub-
lic Health Director Dr. Ngozi 
Ezike confirmed that Illinois 
is seeing higher hospitalization 
rates. The state is now averag-
ing 500 hospital admissions a 

State to assist with mass vaccinations, testing 
operations, hospital staffing to battle COVID-19 surge

Illinois will send personnel and resources to county health departments
day due to COVID-19. While 
Illinois was still battling the 
Delta variant of COVID-19, 
the Omicron variant was intro-
duced a couple of weeks ago. 
The Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention said earlier 
last month that the Omicron 
variant is the dominant strain 
of COVID-19 in the U.S. with 
more than 73 percent of new 
cases attributable to the variant.

To protect from the 
COVID-19, harm reduction 
strategies will still need to be 
employed, Ezike said, like 
wearing masks, social distanc-
ing, hand-washing and staying 
away from large crowds.

“We have a vaccine that is 
highly effective at preventing 
severe illness and death,” Ezike 
said. “Currently, we are seeing 
a demand for booster doses, 
but it is critically important for 
those who have yet to receive 
even one dose of vaccine to get 

vaccinated.”
The vast majority of cases, 

hospitalizations and deaths are 
among the unvaccinated, Ezike 
said.

Those most at risk:
· Are more than 65 years old.
· Suffer from heart, liver or 

kidney disease.
· Are immunocompromised.
· Have diabetes.
Vaccine clinics will be held 

in Cook, DuPage, Lake, Will, 
Kane, St. Clair, McLean, San-
gamon, Peoria, Winnebago, 
Jackson and Adams counties. 
Anyone age 12 older can get 
a first or second dose at these 
locations.

Community-based testing 
sites will be open Monday 
through Saturday in Aurora, 
Arlington Heights, South Hol-
land, Fairview Heights, Peo-
ria, Bloomington, Champaign, 
Harwood Heights, Rockford 
and Waukegan.

Jo Daviess food pantry 
fundraiser a success

 Each year Shepherd of the 
Hills Lutheran Church holds 
a Steak Fry with all proceeds 
going to support the seven Jo 
Daviess County food pantries.  
The last two years, due to the 
Covid Pandemic, the church 
has hosted a virtual “Steak 
Fry” to continuing garnering 
support.  On Dec. 27, 2021, 

Larry Cording, Steak Fry 
Chairperson, and Pastor Jim 
Mehltretter met with county 
food pantry representatives.  
Thanks to the generosity of 
“Steak Fry” proceeds and 
congregational donations, 
checks totaling $2,800 were 
dispersed, with a $400 check 
going to each food pantry.
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24-HOUR SERVICE ON ALL BRANDS

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

www.superiorhvacservices.com

New installation • Remodeling
Routine maintenance • Repairs

409646

Shopper’s Guide
Serving the communities in Stephenson County

410588

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

ACCIDENTS HAPPEN!
Let us take the worry out of having your vehicle repaired.

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 After winning their first 
game of the season, the Le-
na-Winslow boys’ varsity 
basketball squad went on 
a five-game losing streak.  
After a tough loss to a Bel-
leville, Wisconsin team, 
the Panthers struggled to 
recover.  They went on to 
lose their next four, three 
of which were losses by ten 
points or less.  

 With a record of 2-6, the 
Panthers prepared to play in 

the Erie Tournament to end 
their 2021.  Le-Win got the 
tournament off to a good 
start with a 51-46 win over 
Orion.  It was a good confi-
dence boost for the Panthers, 
as they picked up their third 
win of the season with a 
tough opponent ahead. 

 Later that day, the Pan-
thers faced off with a Beech-
er squad in a game that 
would require overtime de-
cide.  Heading into the extra 
period tied 44-44, Beecher 
outscored the Panthers 7-6, 

handing the Panthers their 
seventh loss of the season.  
They would not let the over-
time loss deter them, howev-
er.  The Panthers managed to 
bounce back with back-to-
back wins in their next two 
games.  

 On Wednesday, Decem-
ber 29, the Panthers faced 
off with Mercer County in 
their third game of the tour-
nament.  The first quarter 
had plenty of scoring as both 
teams combined for twen-
ty-five points.  Le-Win held 

the advantage, however, go-
ing into the second quarter 
up 15-10. 

 Luke Benson caught fire 
in the second quarter.  The 
senior guard hit a trio of 
three-pointers and totaled 
thirteen points in the second 
quarter, helping to extend 
the Panthers’ lead.  In fact, 
Luke scored every single 
second quarter point for the 
Panthers, leading them to a 
28-22 lead heading into half-
time. 

 It was Brody Mahon who 

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

Panthers earn back to back wins
took over in the third quarter.  
Mahon posted twelve third 
quarter points, including a 
pair of his own three-point-
ers.  Luke added another 
five points of his own as the 
duo helped the Panthers take 
a 47-31 lead into the final 
quarter.  With a sixteen-point 
cushion, Le-Win managed to 
coast their way to a 56-37 
victory over Mercer County.  
Mahon led the team in scor-
ing with twenty-three points, 
while Luke was right be-
hind him with twenty of his 
own.  Both of them hit four 
three-pointers on the game 
as the Panthers hit on nine 
total threes in the game.  The 
offensive breakout was nice 
to see as Le-Win looks to 
climb back to five hundred 
on the season. 

 The next day, the Panthers 
were set to face off with a 
5-6 Stark County team.  At 
4-7 themselves, the Pan-
thers were slight underdogs.  
However, it appeared to be 
an even matchup from the 
start.  

 It was the three-point 
shot that sparked momentum 
for the Panthers in the first 
quarter.  Both Mahon and 
Ayden Packard hit a three as 
Le-Win looked to keep up 
with Stark Co.  The Panthers 
found themselves trailing 
12-10 at the end of the first. 

 Some good defense in the 
second quarter, to go along 
with six points from Luke, 
the Panthers managed to flip 
the cards before halftime 
as they led Stark Co. 23-18 
heading into the break. 

 Le-Win put on a dis-

play of chemistry in the 
third quarter.  As a team, 
they combined for fourteen 
points.  No individual scored 
more than four points in the 
quarter, however, as five 
Panthers helped contribute 
those fourteen points.  While 
holding Stark to just five 
points in the third, Le-Win 
managed to take another big 
37-23 lead into the fourth. 

 With the fourteen point 
advantage, the Panthers 
managed to coast their way 
to a 40-29 victory for their 
fifth win of the season.  De-
spite being just 1-5 at one 
point, the Panthers are now 
4-2 over their last six games.  
Lena-Winslow Head Coach, 
Kyle Benson, never gave up 
hope on his squad as he re-
mained focused on the task 
at hand.  Quite simply, Kyle 
credits the recent success to 
“just playing better.”  

 The Panthers have gone 
back to the basics and that 
has paid off for them.  Kyle 
explained, we are turning the 
ball over less, taking better 
shots, and playing sound de-
fense.”  While he is satisfied 
with their improvement in 
recent weeks, Kyle remains 
focused on improving each, 
and every, day.  “We still 
have some areas to shore 
up.”  Kyle said, adding “Our 
kids are trusting this process 
and we are hoping our best 
basketball is still ahead of 
us.”  

 The Panthers will be back 
in action on Saturday, Jan-
uary 8, when they travel to 
Orangeville for their first 
game of 2022.  
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 real estate
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention to 
make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial sta-
tus includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of children 
under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby in-
formed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination call HUD toll-
free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

Automobiles
2005 AUDI A6 Good cond., black 
exterior, black leather interior, 
$3,500. OBO. 262-895-9535.

2015 CHEVY EQUINOX AWD 
LT, Red, 4 cyl. 132xxx Hwy.  Orig. 
owner, clean fax, exc. cond. many 
extra’s.  $12,000/OBO.  608-290-
1670

Automobiles 
Wanted

TOP DOLLAR FOR YOUR FULL 
SIZE JUNK TRUCKS & SUV’s. 
Haul away 7 days a week. 262-
758-1807

Campers and RVs
2000 DAMON DAYBREAK 3270  
34’, 8.1V8, 1 lg. slide, hydraulic 
levelers, 2 AC, generator, 54k, 
awnings, runs great, ex. cond. 
$12k obo. 815-347-0496

Farm Machinery
EARLY FORD 9N New wheels, 
tires & tubes. Best offer (262) 
989-4112 can text

Sports/Classic 
Cars

AVENGER  FORD GT40 Mid 
eng., Buick turbo v-6, 4 sp., tube 
frame w/roll bar, silver, w/chin 
spoiler. Wt. 2,140lbs. 847-838-
1916.

MANTA MIRAGE, STREET CAN 
AM  RACE CAR Mid. eng. Chev 
V8,4  spd. tube frame w/roll bar, 
custom wheels, chrome yellow, 
show winner, wt. 1,900lbs., fast. 
847-838-1916

Trucks & Trailers
2019 GMC CANYON P U Bright 
red, 31k, running boards, hitch, 
fiber glass bed cover. $35,000 
OBO 815-519-9688Rock ValleyPublishing LLC

413457

Part-time Newspaper Editor
Rock Valley Publishing and Southern 

Lakes Newspapers are seeking a community 
editor for the weekly newspaper The 

Independent-Register in Brodhead, WI. This 
is a hands-on editing position that requires 

an organized and highly motivated individual 
who will have a role in all editorial functions. 

The ideal candidate will have the ability 
to work independently and be an effective 
manager who is able to recruit and direct 

freelance writers and photographers. If you’re 
ready to make your mark on a community and 

its newspapers, email a cover letter, resume 
and work samples to Ed Nadolski, Editor in 

Chief, at enadolski@standardpress.com. 

405458

HIRING:
• Class A CDL Drivers: Home daily. Weekly pay. 

Dedicated schedule.
• Dedicated Truck & Power Jack: Work 5 days a 

week. Employee Benefits - 401K, PTO, Health Insurance and 
Holiday Pay

Werhane Enterprises
509 E. Main St., Lena IL • 815-369-4574

392953

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing, your hometown 

newspapers serving the stateline has an opening 
for an experienced Media Sales Representative to 
call on current and new accounts in a protected 
sales territory. 

Growing area with many new businesses, this is 
a great opportunity for the right applicant.

We publish newspapers, shoppers and niche 
publications throughout the stateline. You have 
the opportunity to sell into all Rock Valley 
Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making your 
paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising

Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

Pearl City Park District
Maintenance/Program Director
The ideal candidate should possess a variety of skills 

related to but not limited to: mechanical aptitude involving 
lawn mowers, trimmers, motor vehicles, and other equipment; 
be an all-around handyman with experience in carpentry, 
electrical, and plumbing skills; have an interest or experience 
in landscaping, turf management, and grounds keeping. 
It would be necessary to obtain an herbicide/pesticide 
application license.
This position also includes overseeing and running current 

Park District Programs, such as summer baseball/softball, 
winter basketball, annual 5K, Easter egg hunt, etc. As well as 
supporting the summer camp/rec program. This would also 
include working to create new programs for the community.
Basic computer skills and organizational skills are 

necessary. We are looking for a highly motivated individual 
with organizational skills, reliability, and the ability to work 
independently as well as overseeing a small staff.
Please send your resume/references to: Pearl City Park 

District, PO Box 244, Pearl City, IL 61062
Application deadline is Friday, April 1.

413925
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39
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DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Misc. For Sale
WOMEN’S SHOES & BOOTS 
Size 8, boxed, never worn, $10 
& $15. 815-235-2530. Will send 
pics.
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Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE, rvpnews.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

392651

A BIG “THANK YOU”
to those readers who have sent a donation to help 

underwrite The Scoop Today and Shopper’s Guide. For those 
of you who haven’t done so in the past year, but enjoy this 
newspaper and would like to help us pay for its operation,  

please send a donation in any amount to:

240 W. Main Street, Suite B • Lena, IL • 61048
IF YOU THINK YOUR NEWSPAPER IS WORTH

50¢ an issue, it would be $26.00; 75¢ an issue - $39.00 
or $1 an issue - $52.00

You won’t get a tote bag, T-shirt, coffee mug or CD of Lawrence Welk’s
Greatest Hits. But you will get the satisfaction of knowing that you have

helped to support your favorite newspaper.

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

Phone______________________________

__ Please keep my
     paper coming:

392657

the Scoop Today
Shopper’s Guide

Creamed Cabbage
 When the Irish immigrat-

ed to America, they brought 
some of their standard recipes 
that were part of their cook-
ing heritage.  Most were poor 
in Ireland, and they grew the 
cabbage in their gardens.  The 
creaminess of the cabbage 
made it go even further; the ba-
con was something they used in 
a lot of cooking

4 slices bacon
¼ C. butter
1 T. flour
1 t. salt
1 large head cabbage, cored 

and shredded
½ C. sour cream
 Place the bacon in a large 

deep skillet and cook over me-
dium-high heat, turning occa-
sionally, until evenly browned, 
about 10 minutes.  Remove the 
bacon slices to a paper towel to 
cool.

Whisk the butter, flour, and 
salt into the drippings in the 
same pan.  Stir in the cabbage 
and cook, stirring occasionally, 
over medium heat until cabbage 
is tender, about 15 minutes.  
Crumble the bacon; stir the ba-
con pieces and sour cream into 
the cabbage mixture.

Irish Stew 
 Every Irish family had their 

own version of Irish Stew.  It 
was a staple in Ireland because 
it used some very basic ingredi-
ents.  In America the beef stew 
meat was substituted for lamb 
or mutton.  There were also 
plenty of root vegetables.  If 
you have never tried turnips or 
parsnips, this is a good way to 
try them.  The colored peppers 
make for a beautiful stew.  Try 
this version of Irish stew.

2 T. olive oil
1 small sweet onion, diced
¼ t. salt
½ t. ground black pepper
1 T. dried Italian seasoning
3 cloves garlic, crushed
1 lb. beef stew meat cut into 

cubes

1 lb. pork roast cut into cubes
1 can (14.5 oz.) beef broth
3 carrots, cut into ½ inch 

pieces
1 medium turnip, peeled and 

cut into ½ inch pieces
2 parsnips, peeled and cut 

into ½ inch pieces
1 red pepper, seeded and cut 

into 1-inch pieces
1 yellow pepper, seeded and 

cut into 1-inch pieces
1 green pepper, seeded and 

cut into 1-inch pieces\1 medi-
um onion, cut into large chunks

2 stalks celery, cut into ½ 
inch pieces

1 can (12 oz.) beer
8 small red potatoes, quar-

tered
2 T. cornstarch
 Heat olive oil in a large skil-

let over medium heat.  Place 1 
onion in skillet and season with 
salt, pepper, and Italian season-
ing.  Mix in garlic.  Cook and 
stir until tender.  Mix the beef 
and pork and cook until evenly 
browned.  Reduce heat to low 
and pour in beef broth.  Simmer 
for 30 minutes.

 Transfer the skillet mixture 
to a large pot.  Mix in the car-
rots, turnip, parsnips, red, yel-
low, and green pepper, onion, 
and celery.  Pour in beef.  Cover 
and cook 2 hours over low heat.  
Remove ½ C. stew liquid and 
set aside.  Stir in potatoes and 
continue cooking 30 minutes or 
until potatoes are tender.  About 
15 minutes before serving, mix 
cornstarch into the reserved liq-
uid.  Stir into the stew to thick-
en.

Seafood Casserole
 Lenten season has begun, 

and I promised I would include 
a meatless entrée every week.  
This rice casserole is filled with 
a lot of seafood and vegetables.  
Enjoy your meatless Fridays 
with this warm casserole

1 pkg. (6 oz.) long grain wild 
rice

1 lb. frozen crabmeat, 
thawed or 2½ C. canned crab 

meat, drained
1 lb. cooked shrimp, peeled, 

deveined and cut into ½-inch 
pieces

2 celery ribs, chopped
1 medium onion, finely 

chopped
½ C. finely chopped green 

pepper
1 can (4 oz.) mushroom 

stems and pieces, drained
1 jar (2 oz.) diced pimientos, 

drained
1 C. mayonnaise
1 C. 2% milk
½ t. pepper
Dash Worcestershire sauce
¼ C. dry breadcrumbs
 Cook rice according to 

package direction.  Preheat 
oven to 375.  In a large bowl, 
combine the crab, shrimp, cel-
ery, onion, pepper, mushrooms 
and pimientos.  In a small bowl, 
whisk mayo, milk, pepper, and 
Worcestershire sauce; stir into 
seafood mixture.  Stir in rice.

Transfer to a greased 9 x 13 
baking dish.  Sprinkle with dry 
breadcrumbs.  Bake uncovered 
until bubbly, about 40 to 50 
minutes, until casserole is set.

Lucky Green Mint 
Oreos

 If you are looking for an 
easy no-bake cookie that most 
people will really love, these 
cookies are for you.  You can 
use melting candy wafers or 
almond bark for the chips.  Be 
sure not to get any water in the 
chocolate.  You can add a cou-
ple of drops of vegetable oil 
to add some gloss and shine 
to your chocolate.  I think you 
could also add mint extract to 
chocolate if you want a mint 
taste.

24 oz. White Chocolate 
Chips

Green food color drops
1 pkg. Oreo Cookies, Mint 

Oreos or Thins
Green sugar
 In a small bowl, melt white 

chocolate chips over simmer-

• Kitchen   (Continued from page 8)

ing water in a pan.  Take melt-
ed chips off heat; reserve some 
white chocolate in a small Zip-
loc bag or a piping bag.  Add 
green food coloring drops to 
chocolate and stir until mixed.  
Dip Oreos in chocolate and lay 
on a piece of parchment paper.  
Decorate with green sugar.  
Snip the corner of the Ziploc 
bag with white chocolate, and 
drizzle white chocolate over 
cookies  

Easy St. Patrick’s Day 
Cookies

 These cookies are “crinkle” 
cookies.  They will look great 
on a platter with the Lucky 
Oreo cookies.  They are easy 
because they use a boxed cake 
mix.  What a fun way to get 
kids involved in baking.  Be 
sure you chill the dough before 
rolling in sugar.

1 box of white cake mix
2 eggs
1/3 C. vegetable oil
Green food color drops or 

gel
1 C. powdered sugar
 Preheat the oven to 375.  

Mix cookie ingredients togeth-
er.  Cool dough for 20 minutes.  
Use a 2 T. cookie scoop; drop 
the cookie dough into the pow-
dered sugar and roll into balls, 
coating the cookie balls com-
pletely with powdered sugar.  
Place cookies onto a cookie 
sheet and slightly flatten with a 
glass bottom.  Bake for 7 to 9 
minutes or until the edges start 
to slightly brown.  Cool on a 
wire rack before serving.  Hint,  
you can keep the powdered 
sugar on the cookie balls if you 
roll them first in granulated 
sugar.

Final Thoughts
 The next “holiday” comes 

next week.  The corned beef is 
in the grocer’s case ready to be 
bought.  Hopefully there will be 
some specials because this meat 
is feeling the price increase 
also.  I have noticed an increase 
in birds as I watch out of my 

windows during breakfast.  I 
hope they are prepared for our 
up and down temperatures.  
Spring sports are beginning, 
and I am beginning to wonder 
if we will have a baseball sea-
son (or if anyone will be able 
to afford to go to games!)  Barb 
Wire sent me a message that 
the Evangelical Free Church is 
having a series of musical Lent-
en services.  They are Wednes-
days at 1 p.m..  Each week fea-
tures a different musician from 
guitars, one-man bands, piano, 
flute, and a band with different 
instruments.  The schedule can 
be found on the church’s web-
site.  Thanks, Barb, for letting 
us know about this Lenten ob-
servance.  Remember, if you 
have any good vegetarian or 
fish recipes, send them our way.  
We also need some spring and 
Easter recipes.  You can contact 
us in person, by mail at From 
Lena’s Kitchens, Shopper’s 
Guide at 240 W. Main St. or 
email us at scoopshopper@rv-
publishing.com. 
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Scan for more details

$0
DOWNDOWN

Solar Financing through

815-580-3011
Get a free quote at StatelineSolar.net

413677

• Theater   
(Continued from page 7)

“I am so excited because 
one of the biggest things in 
theatre is facial expressions. 
And I’m really looking for-
ward to having a large crowd. 
A small audience or no audi-
ence—that’s hard. Hearing 
the applause after a song 
means everything. You feel 
like you’re getting rewarded 
for the work you’ve put in 
for the last three months.”

 Lena-Winslow’s produc-
tion of Beauty and The Beast 
takes place Friday, March 
11, and Saturday, March 12, 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Perform-
ing Arts Center. Tickets can 
be purchased at the door for 
$7 for adults and $5 for stu-
dents.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

River Ridge celebrates National FFA Week
The River Ridge FFA Chapter recently celebrated National FFA Week. George Winter, Isaac Rife, Avery Engle, Cora Ritchie, Heaven Broth-
erton, Cora Boop, Ty Spahn, Arthur Horn and Lucas Holland test their strength during tug-o-war.

your source for on-line news:
RVPNEWS.

COM
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