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LAW OFFICES OF

Rosenberg, Eisenberg 
& Associates, LLC

815-947-3445 841 E. North Ave. 
Hwy 20 East Stockton, IL
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Elizabeth student, 
Koester, awarded 
scholarship

 College junior Devin Koester, 
of Elizabeth, has been awarded a 
$1,500 scholarship from America’s 
Farmers Grow Ag Leaders, 
sponsored by the Bayer Fund.

 In the fall, Koester will continue 
her studies in plant science at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign.

 “Bayer Fund is committed to 
improving educational opportunities 
in STEM fields for students in rural 
communities,” Bayer Fund program 
officer Michelle Insco said in a news 
release. “The Grow Ag Leaders 
program provides an opportunity to 
help youth across the country with 
college expenses and encourage 
their pursuit of an ag education.”

 The future of agriculture will 
rely on talented young people 
such as Koester to fill thousands 
of jobs in a variety of fields, such 
as plant science, engineering, 
communications and finance.

 Grow Ag Leaders raises awareness 
of diverse career opportunities in the 
agriculture industry and provides 
352 scholarships nationwide to 
support students’ post-high school 

ag education.
 Grow Ag Leaders scholarships, 

administered by the National FFA 
Organization, are available to high 
school seniors and college students 
pursuing degrees in ag-related 
fields.

 To be considered, each applicant 
is required to receive endorsements 
from two local farmers. FFA 
members and nonmembers are 
eligible to apply.

  More than $3.2 million in 
scholarships has been awarded to 
students since Grow Ag Leaders 
began in 2014.

 America’s Farmers Grow Ag 
Leaders is part of the America’s 
Farmers community outreach 
initiative. Since 2010, the programs 
have partnered with farmers to 
award more than $57 million to 
nonprofits, aspiring ag students and 
public schools across rural America.

 Other programs include America’s 
Farmers Grow Communities and 
America’s Farmers Grow Rural 
Education.

 For more information, visit 
AmericasFarmers.com.

Organizers seeking donations 
for annual Relay for Life event

 Organizers of the Carroll/Jo 
Daviess County Cancer Relay for 
Life luminaria event are accepting 
donations.

 Because of the COVID-19 
pandemic, a virtual luminaria 
ceremony will be held sometime this 
fall in conjunction with WCCI radio 
(100.3 FM) out of Savanna.

 Those who have had luminarias 
purchased in their name will be 

read, interspersed with music, during 
this special program that celebrates 
the lives of those who have battled 
cancer, remembers loved ones lost 
and fights back against a disease that 
has taken too much.  

 Anyone interested in purchasing 
a luminaria ($10) in honor/memory 
of someone should contact Bev 
Lundquist at 815-244-9684 to get 
you a form.

SONYA WILLIAMSON PHOTOS The Scoop Today

Their time to shine
 Stockton High School recently held its graduation ceremony for the Class of 2020. While abiding 
by social distancing guidelines, graduates were instructed to stay in their vehicles — listening to 
the ceremony through speakers or on WCCI radio — until hearing their names called, when they 
one by one crossed the stage and picked up their diplomas. The Stockton fire and police depart-
ments then led a parade of graduates through downtown.

 (Above) Elizabeth Eisfeller 
arrives for the ceremony.

 (Left) The message says it 
all on the stage that greeted 
this year’s graduates.

See more photos on page 10
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SERVICE CALL
 SPECIAL

Affordable Water
815-544-0918

Toll Free 877-353-7638

$1995
any brand
We service all makes & models.

Over 30 years experience.

369085

EVANGELICAL FREE
CHURCH OF LENA

720 N. Freedom Street
Lena, IL • 815-369-5591

Dr. Jim Erb, Senior Pastor
Rev. Scott Wilson

Assoc. Pastor of Youth

Sunday Worship 
8:30 a.m & 10:30 a.m.
Listen to pastor’s weekly sermon 

at www.lenafreechurch.org

377140

Freelance Writers & Photographers
Rock Valley Publishing is seeking 

freelance writers and photographers 
to cover community events, municipal 

meetings, feature stories and high school 
sports in the area. If you’ve got an interest 
in community events & a talent for writing 
or photography, we may have work for you. 
You’ll be paid for each story or photo we use. 
If interested, please contact Ed Nadolski at 
enadolski@southernlakesnewspapers.com.

377192
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From Lena’s Kitchen

 The lid is off the sun because 
we truly have had summer weather.  
June ended in the 90s, and July began 
the same way.

 This weather reminds me of 
summers when I was a kid.  Maybe 
it is because we didn’t have the air 
conditioning as we do now that 
makes that memory so vivid about 
the heat.

 The weather people are saying we 
will have this until at least the middle 
of July and maybe longer. If we get a 
little rain in between, it will make the 
crops really grow. Sometimes when 
we have this hot, humid weather, a 
lot of us don’t really like to cook or 
eat. This week’s recipes are for those 
who still want to cook and those who 
don’t.

 I mentioned I got a cookbook at a 
garage sale—actually I have to fess 
up because I bought two. I have been 
having a good time looking through 
them.

 When I was reading the one, I was 
watching “Girl Meets Farm” on the 
Food Channel. Molly Yen is a unique 
chef because she was a classical 
musician before turning to cooking. 
She comes from Chinese/Jewish 
parents and married Nick Hagen, 
who was a Norwegian/American 
trombonist. They met at Julliard in 
New York, and he married her and 
brought her home to the Minnesota/
North Dakota border to raise sugar 
beets. She was born in a suburb of 
Chicago and went to school there 
before going to Julliard.

 But the reason I mention her 
is because as I was reading my 
cookbook, she said her casserole 

recipes were from her husband’s 
family church cookbook. She says 
they always have the best! I don’t 
usually make anything she has on the 
show, but I love to watch her blend 
Norwegian cooking with her Jewish/
Chinese cooking.

 This recipe I have below is an 
appetizer for a picnic or even save it 
for a holiday party this winter. It is 
from one of those church cookbooks. 
Remember that the best dried beef 
around here is from A.J.’s Lena Maid 
Meats!

Olive and Beef Spread
1 t. dried minced onion
1 T. milk
1 pkg. (8 oz.) cream cheese, 

softened
2 T. mayonnaise
½ C. dried beef, chopped
¼ C. chopped green olives
1 t. dried parsley
Soften onion in milk. Mix cream 

cheese and mayo. Add onion mix-
ture to cream cheese mixture until 
well blended. Add chopped beef and 
olives. Sprinkle with parsley. Chill 
for one hour. This spread is great on 
crackers and vegetables.

I love chicken salad in the summer 
(actually I like it in the winter too!). 
For this salad, you can use rotisserie 
chicken; you wouldn’t have to heat 
up the oven to bake it. I like baked 
chicken better than poached chicken 
when making chicken salad or 
casseroles but will poach it if it is 90 
degrees out!

When it isn’t so hot out, I tend to 
bake chicken breasts in the oven, 
cube them up and then put them 
in plastic bags for the freezer. I 
have instant chicken then. I also do 
the same thing with the rotisserie 
chicken because that is a whole lot of 
chicken for one person.  

Almond Grape Chicken Salad
4 C. shredded, cooked chicken
¾ C. mayonnaise
1/3 C. seedless red grapes, halved
½ C. sliced almonds
2 T. minced green onions
2 T. chopped fresh parsley

1 t. lemon zest
1½ t. fresh lemon juice
¾ t. salt
½ t. pepper
¼ t. garlic powder
In a large bowl, stir together all 

ingredients until well combined. 
Cover and refrigerate for at least 1 
hour. Keep in refrigerator for four 
days.

In one of my garage sale 
cookbooks, I found this casserole. I 
love chicken casseroles. I apologize 
to the beef lovers because I had two 
chicken recipes this week. When it 
gets cool enough, make this great 
chicken casserole. 

Chicken Asparagus Casserole
1 pkg. frozen asparagus, cooked
1 can cream of mushroom soup
1 can cream of chicken soup
½ C. chicken broth
1 C. Velveeta cheese, cubed
4 chicken breasts, cooked and 

cubed
1 sleeve Ritz crackers, crushed 

finely
1 stick of butter, melted
2 T. poppy seeds
Preheat oven to 350. Add ½ cup 

chicken broth to cheese and melt on 
low heat. Take off the burner and stir 
in undiluted soups.  In a 9-by-13-
inch pan sprayed with cooking spray, 
layer soup mixture for the bottom 
layer, then the cubed chicken and 
finally the asparagus. Combine the 
melted butter and crushed crackers. 
Spread on the asparagus and sprinkle 
with poppy seeds. Bake for 45 
minutes.

I love key lime pie. I know I have 
had recipes in before, but this one 
was from a Southern cookbook, so I 
knew it had to be good. It is a great 
summer dessert. You could cheat and 
use a Keebler crust!

Key Lime Pie Classic Style
1¼ C. graham cracker crumbs
¼ C. firmly packed brown sugar
2 cans (14 oz. each) sweetened 

condensed milk
1 C. key lime juice
2 eggs
1 2/3 C. cold heavy whipping 

cream
¼ C. powdered sugar
Preheat oven to 350. In a medium 

bowl, stir together graham cracker 
crumbs, brown sugar and melted 
butter until well combined. Press 

mixture into bottom and up sides of 
a 9-inch pie plate. Bake until lightly 
browned, about 10 minutes. Let cool 
completely. Leave oven on.

In a large bowl, whisk together 
condensed milk, lime juice and 
eggs until well combined. Pour into 
prepared crust. Bake until set, about 
12 minutes. Let cool completely on a 
wire rack. Cover and refrigerate until 
cold, at least two hours. Just before 
serving, in a large bowl beat cream 
and powdered sugar with a mixer at 
high speed until stiff peaks form, 2 to 
3 minutes. Spread onto pie. Garnish 
with lime. Chill in the refrigerator for 
at least an hour.

I had never heard of  “brookie” 
until I started reading cooking 
magazines. A brookie is any brownie 
batter that has marbled cookie dough 
in it. This one is a combo of chocolate 
brownies and peanut butter. Enjoy 
these rich and decadent bars.

Chocolate-Peanut Butter 
Brookies

1 pkg. (4 oz.) unsweetened 
chocolate, broken into small pieces

¼ C. butter
3 C. sugar, divided
4 eggs, divided
2 t. vanilla, divided
1 C. flour
1 C. creamy peanut butter
½ C. dry roasted peanuts, chopped
Preheat the oven to 350.  Spray 

a 9-by-13-inch pan with cooking 
spray. Line with parchment with ends 
of parchment extending over sides. 
Microwave chocolate and butter in 
large microwaveable bowl on high 2 
minutes or until butter is melted. Stir 
until chocolate is completely melted 
and mixture is well blended. Add 2 
C. sugar, 3 eggs and 1 t. vanilla; mix 
well. Stir in flour. Pour into prepared 
pan.

Beat remaining egg in medium 
bowl with mixer until foamy. Add 
all remaining ingredients, including 
remaining sugar and vanilla; mix 
well. Drop in large spoonfuls evenly 
over brownie batter in pan. Bake 20 
minutes and cover. Bake an additional 
20 minutes or until toothpick inserted 
in center comes out with fudgy 
crumbs. Do not overbake. Cool 
completely. Use parchment handles 
to remove brownie from pan before 
cutting to serve.

 
Closing thoughts

 I hope you all had a great Fourth 
of July. I know it probably was much 
quieter than usual. I did think that 
the heat probably would have really 

impacted the people who would 
have gone to the fair. When the fair 
was in August, it was terribly hot 
and usually stormy. If it would have 
been this year, the weather probably 
would have had been the same — hot 
and humid.

 One good thing about the nice 
rains in June and the warm weather is 
that my lilies are blooming; they are 
breathtaking. The ones in my back 
garden are as big as a dinner plate. 
The ones by my deck are a beautiful, 
deep purplish red.  

 I got a slow start on my herbs 
this year and put them in pots on my 
deck steps. I have used some parsley 
and basil. I planted some lavender 
for the smell, and it makes the back 
deck smell great. I can’t wait for 
some garden produce to start being 
harvested. 

 I guess the Fourth signals that 
summer is half over, and so is this 
year. One wonders what is in store 
for the second half of 2020. Keep 
safe and healthy.

 If you have any summer recipes 
you think readers would like, contact 
me in person, by mail at From Lena’s 
Kitchens, Shopper’s Guide, 213 S. 
Center St. in Lena, or email me at 
scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com. 

The not so skinny cook

Andre Michael
Andre Michael is the new son born 

to Andre Fransen and Shayna Owens 
of Stockton, Il. Andre was born June 
30, 2020 at FHN Memorial Hospital, 
Freeport, Ill. Grandparents are Tonya 
and Nikki and Matt and Nicole Fran-
sen. 

Cole Eric Trimble
Cole Eric Trimble is son to Scott 

and Amy Trimble of Orangeville, Il. 
Cole was born June 30, 2020 at FHN 
Memorial Hospital, Freeport, Il. Cole 
has 3 sisters, Annabelle, 23, Made-
line, 20, and Charli, 8. Grandpar-
ents are Jerry and Pat Schneiderman  
and Mark and Tina Hepler, all of 
Freeport, Il. Great Grandparents are 
Tazzy Christ and Jean Waller both of 
Freeport, Il.

Laine Matthew Thomas
Danielle and 

Ryan Thomas, 
of Lena, IL, 
are the parents 
of a son, Laine 
M a t t h e w 
Thomas, born 
Monday, June 
8, 2020, at 
FHN Memorial 
Hospital in 
Freeport, IL.

 Laine has two brothers, Mason, 
11, and Logan, 3. Grandparents are 
Kerry and Kim Thomas of South 
Beloit, IL, and Doug and Connie 
Kempel, of Lena. Great grandparents 
are Pat and Gaylon Wilson, of 
Freeport, Linden and the late Virgina 
Thomas, of Dakota, IL, Donna and 
the late Ronnie Kempel, of Lena, 
and the late Bud and Ev Loring, of 
Freeport.  Great-great grandmother is 
Helen Wilson, of Dakota.

Births
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These fine businesses would like to extend a big CONGRATULATIONS 
to all the Graduating Seniors from the Class of 2020

Congratulations Pearl City Class of 2020

Nicki Adolph Trey Aurand Mitchell Brinkmeier Taylor Campbell Bella Dickman Braden Diddens Abby Ditsworth Luke Ditsworth

Zander Endress Sydney Foulker Autumn Gray Alyssa Johnson Hailey Johnson Travis Kaney Isabella Kostallari Maddi Lukowski

Sydney Monks Alayna Palmer Sarah Pena Jenna Robinson Kayla Runkle Quinn Schneider Raegan Schnoor Michelle Simler

345275

Offenheiser Schwarz Funeral Home
Pearl City

67245

Barry’s Collision Center
Pearl City • 815-443-9944

115220

Stateline Insurance Services, Inc.
Pearl City • 815-443-3400

68713

Raders Insurance Agency
Lena • 815-369-4225

161864

The State Bank of Pearl City
Pearl City • 815-443-2725

280891

Stephenson Service Company
Freeport • 815-235-7400

281645

Bowen Oil & Boco 
Mini Marts Pearl City

67244

Congratulations Graduates!!
From Brinkmeier’s Plumbing, LLC

70088

Congratulations to All Area Graduates
from Lena State Bank!

68178Congratulations to ALL Area 
Graduates- Stockton Auto Supply

McConnell
815-541-3348 346046

Kempel Urish Construction, Inc.
815-443-2577 or 815-291-5988 377170

lm
oran

utual
since 1879

Pearl City, IL
815-443-2074

Reinsured by

377168

Highland CC announces 
spring honors lists

 Highland Community College released 
the dean’s list for the spring 2020 semester 
for students who completed 12 credit hours 
or more during the semester and earned a 
minimum 3.25 grade point average based on a 
4.0 scale.

 Highest honors (4.0 GPA) went to Nicholas 
Ege, of Elizabeth; Kaversia Barber, Cade 
Benson, Rebecca Edler, Taylor Hillman, Asa 
Lake, Christina Schubert, Isaac Spencer and 
Abbygale     Strominger, of Lena; Hannah 
Holland, of Orangeville; Amanda Baldauf, 
Korissa Blasing, Mackenzie Endress, Gwen 
Heimerdinger and William Werkheiser, of 
Pearl City; and Jennifer Hatfield, Jeremiah 
Hermann and Abigail Weber, of Stockton.

 High honors (3.50 to 3.99 GPA) went to 
Micah Knauer, of Elizabeth; Trevor Aurand, 
Adriana Curran, Darren Dameier, Alexondria 
Edler, Jordyn Hughes, Reid Huneke and 
Maleah Linden, of Lena; Raegan Bass, 
Madison Cahoon, Caitlin Chapman, Tori Corp 
and Megan Davis or Orangeville; Amber 
Baumgartner and Elizabeth Dixon of Pearl 
City; Lindan Legel, Ramsey Schulz, Hannah 
Smith and April Woolcock, of Stockton; 
Brandyn Curran, Autumn Flynn and Madison 
Tesmer, of Warren; and Michael Jones, of 
Winslow.

 Honors (3.25-3.49 GPA) went to 
Stephanie Zimmerman, of Apple River; 
Elizabeth Brunner, Rosemarie Evans and 
Megan Packard, of Lena; Jamie Watson, of 
Orangeville; Tyra Clark, of Pearl City; Nicole 

Pavino, of Scales Mound; Linzy Friedlein and 
Emma Vanderheyden, of Stockton; and Emma 
Baker, of Winslow.

Numerous area students 
named to dean’s lists

 Madelyn Cocagne, of Apple River, a third-
year student majoring in athletic training, made 
the dean’s list at Iowa State University this 
spring.

 Nathan Lott, of Pearl City and in his fourth 
year, also accomplished the feat while majoring 
in agricultural systems technology.

 Other area students to make the list at their 
respective institutions for the spring semester 
included:

 • Lillian Schierloh, of Lena, at the University 
of Findlay (Ohio)

 • Junior Colton Brinker, of Lena, at the 
University of Minnesota-Duluth in the College 
of Education & Human Service Professionals.

Dubuque dean’s list 
features area students

 The University of Dubuque has recognized 
students who made its dean’s list for the spring 
semester.

 To be named to the list, a student must earn 
a grade point average of 3.5 or higher on a 4.0 
scale.

 A host of area students earned that status: 
Thomas Gorgosz and Tabria Thomas, of 
Elizabeth; Ty Chrisman of Lena; and Cessli 
D’Antonio, Megan Gille, Alexander Staver, 
Caeden Upmann and Kara Wright of Stockton.

College news
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Keep your vehicle new

With the Keeper®, if the cost of repairs 
exceeds the cost of a new vehicle, same 
make and model, we will replace your 
vehicle with a new one.  Talk to your 
COUNTRY Financial representative about 
protecting what’s important to you.

Discount availability varies by state. Auto insurance policies issued 
by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, COUNTRY Casualty 
Insurance Company®, or COUNTRY Preferred Insurance 
Company®, Bloomington, IL. 0620-192

Deb
Brown
Lena
815-369-2881
deb.brown@
countryfinancial.com
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On the RecORd
Obituaries
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Engels celebrate 50th anniversary
 Eugene and Marilyn Engel will celebrate their 50th wedding an-
niversary on Saturday, July 11. The Hanover, Illinois, native met his 
Kansas bride while stationed with the U.S. Army at Fort Riley in the 
Flint Hills Region of Kansas. They married at the First Methodist 
Church in Simpson, Kansas, and settled in Lena, Illinois, while Eu-
gene worked at Kelly-Springfield Tire Company for 36 years. They 
have one son, Ryan (Tabitha) Engel, of Lena, and two grandchildren, 
Henry and Emily Engel, all of Lena. Their family invites friends and 
relatives to offer congratulations on this happy milestone by mailing 
cards to 641 N. Star Drive, Lena, IL 61048.

EDWARD KEECH
 Edward Lee Keech, 78, of Stockton, 

IL, passed away Wednesday, June 
24, 2020, at Vista Medical Center in 
Waukegan, IL. He was born June 15, 
1942, in Freeport, IL, to the late Lyle 
and Ruth (Brubaker) Keech. Edward 
married Glenda Mae Endress on April 
14, 1963.

 He was a member of Christ 
Lutheran Church in Stockton. Edward 
worked as a truck driver for many 
years. He enjoyed flying planes with 
Freeport RC Modelers, kites, trains 

IRENE SCHUBERT
 Irene May Schubert, 89, 

of Stockton, IL, passed away 
Wednesday, July 1, 2020, at home 
surrounded by her loving family. She 
was born Saturday, April 25, 1931, in 
Jo Daviess County at the farm home 
of her parents, Chester McKinley 
Pilson and Gladys May (Willis) 
Pilson.

 She attended the Upper Kent 
School in Kent, IL, for eight years, 
and then graduated from Pearl 
City High School in 1948. Irene 
married James Eugene Schubert on 
Friday evening, Feb. 4, 1949, in the 
Methodist parsonage living room in 
Stockton by Rev. Glen Ames.

 Irene loved her job as a mother, 
grandmother, great grandmother and 
homemaker. She loved the Lord, 
her family, church family and many, 
many friends. She also loved cooking, 
canning, gardening, flowers, hobbies 
and family get-togethers. She taught 
Sunday school for many years and the 
MYF young people for 10 years. She 
and Jim enjoyed ballroom dancing 
and enjoyed square dancing for 20 
years with the Stockton Twirl-A-
Ways Club, making a lot of wonderful 
friends.

 She helped on the farm and 
worked for the USDA-ASCS office 
for 25 years. She was a member of 
Kent United Methodist Church, the 
women’s group and the Stockton 
Women’s Club. Time spent with her 

family, friends 
and with the 
Lord was an 
important part 
of her life.

 I r e n e 
is survived by 
her two sons, 
James M. 
(Judy) Schubert, 
of Stockton, 
and Tony P. 

(Dixie) Schubert, of Kent; her two 
daughters, Deborah D. (Robert) 
Gallo, of Parker, CO, and Marilyn 
M. Zueger, of Wheaton, IL; her 
son-in-law Erwin A. Zueger, of 
Stockton; her seven grandchildren, 
Jason J. (Tania) Schubert, of Lena, 
Jodi D. Schubert (U.S. Navy), of 
Oak Harbor, WA, Nathan G. Gallo, 
of Parker, CO, Nichole M. Kooi, of 
Parker, CO, Christopher E. (Caroline) 
Zueger of Montreal, Canada, Patrick 
M. (Megan) Zueger, of Woodridge, 
IL, and Michael J. (Cara) Zueger, 
of Brookfield, MA; her two step-
grandchildren, Wendy A. (Lance) 
Deverich, of St. Maries, ID, and 
Michelle Gallardo, of Mexico; her 
eight great grandchildren, Samantha 
A. (Sammuel) Flores and Alyssa V. 
(Schubert) Bernal, of Oak Harbor, 
WA, Christina J. and James W. 
Schubert, of Lena, Kasia and Kasen 
Kooi, of Parker, CO, Camille Zueger 
of Woodridge, IL, and Vienna Zueger, 
of Montreal, Canada; her great-great 

grandson Samson A. Flores, of Oak 
Harbor, WA; her five step-great 
grandchildren, Camren and Ryen 
Atkinson of St. Maries, ID, Kimberly 
Gallardo, Brandin and Fernandez 
Jr. Lopez, of Mexico; her brother, 
James R. (Bonnie) Pilson, of Sulphur 
Springs, TX; her brothers-in-law 
Robert (Kitty) Watson, of Rockford, 
IL, Richard (Robbie) Schubert, of 
Lena, Harold Meeker, of Freeport, IL; 
her sisters-in-law Bernice Schubert, 
of Warren, IL, Lorraine Schubert, 
of Lena, Nance (JD) Clemens, 
of Rockford, Orpha Schubert of 
Weaverville, N.C., Sally Buchenau, 
of Lena, and Cindy Schubert, of 
Lena; and many cousins, nephews, 
nieces and close friends.

 She was preceded in death by 
her parents; her husband James; 
her grandparents William and Anna 
(Miner) Willis and Robert Harvey 
and Anna (Heise) Pilson; her sisters 
Bertha Wise and Janet Watson; her 
seven brothers-in-law Oscar Schubert 
Jr., Dale Schubert, Gary Schubert, 
Roger Schubert, Randy Schubert, 
Ronald Buchenau and Gerald Wise; 
her sisters-in-law Alta Hutmacher 
Becke, Betty Meeker and Neva 
Schubert; and many aunts and uncles.

 The funeral service was held July 6 
at Hermann Funeral Home in Stockton. 
Interment took place at Morseville 
Cemetery. A memorial fund has been 
established. Condolences may be 
shared at hermannfuneralhome.com. 

and tractors. 
He was a 
member of the 
S t e p h e n s o n 
County Antique 
Engine Club, 
where he was 
the king in 
2006. He was a 
Chicago Bears 
and Chicago 
Cubs fan, he 

loved to ride his motorcycle and 
scooter around town. Edward enjoyed 
laughing and joking around with 
his family and friends, plus he was 
always there to help others out.

 He is survived by his wife, 
Glenda Mae Keech, of Stockton; 
daughters Blenda Mae (Donnie) 
Gallup, of Thomson, IL, Cindy 
Sue Keech, of Mesa, AZ, and Tina 
Marie (Ryan) Schuster, of Freeport, 
IL; granddaughter Stephanie 
(Aaron) Lohberg – Huizenga; great 
grandkids Madison Dau, Nathen 
and Taylor Lohberg; step-grandkids 
Abby and Brooke Huizenga; 

grandson Timothy Lee (Crystal) 
Keech; step great grandson Nicholas 
(Hannah) Aqrabawi; step great-great 
granddaughter Amaya Aqrabawi; step 
great granddaughter Sierra Hemm 
(Devin) and step great grandson 
Bryce Hemm; and granddaughter 
Kayla Marie Gallup.

 Edward is also survived by brothers 
Gary and Donald Keech; sisters Glory 
Keech, JoAnn (Ralph) Boatwright, 
Marlene Ahrens and Donna Keech; 
step brother David Alleman; sisters-
in-law Barb (Jerry) Bazala-Schuelke, 
Betty (Ed) Eagan, Nancy (Jim) Marsh 
and Bonnie Endress; brother-in-law, 
Kenny Endress; and many nieces and 
nephews.

 Edward was predeceased by his 
parents; brother Harry; brother-in-law 
Ronald Ahrens; sisters-in-law Becky 
Keech and Phyllis Keech; and step-
sisters Sylvia Kauffman and Linda 
Geiseman; father-in-law and mother-
in-law Glen and Clarabelle Endress.

 A memorial service will be held 
at a later date. Condolences may be 
shared at hermannfuneralhome.com.
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These fine businesses would like to extend a big CONGRATULATIONS 
to all the Graduating Seniors from the Class of 2020

Congratulations Orangeville Class of 2020

Michelangelo 
Behring

Katie Buzza Cali Diddens Chad Diddens Hanna Diffenderfer Amanda Duncan Grace Edler Sierra Eversoll

Emily George Zach Green Jerimiah Hall Abby Isely Blake Jones Carter Kleckler Dalton Lowe Christian 
MacKenzie

Ty O’Connor Jordan O’Haver Timber Oakes Alyssa Ostendorf Ethan Pfeiffer Garret Rodebaugh Drew Setterstrom Will Setterstrom

Kaya Swalve Katie Vogt Destini Waters

68181

Congratulations from Leverton Sales
McConnell • 815-868-2237

Monroe, WI 
608-325-4464

68696

Stateline Insurance Services, Inc.
Orangeville • 815-789-3366

68718

Cramer-Leamon Funeral Home
Orangeville • 815-789-4411

280892

Stephenson Service Company
Freeport • 815-235-7400

281644

Bowen Oil & Boco 
Mini Marts Orangeville

116364

Congratulations to All Area Graduates
from Lena State Bank!

Deb Brown
Lena • 815-369-28810519-031

Deb Brown 
206 N Washington  | Lena, IL 61048 
(815)369-2881

The right home needs the 
right insurance.
Call today!

1115-576HO

346050 68128

Congratulations to all area graduates
from Brush Creek Golf Course

Not pictured: Zoe Parriott

ALLAN MCAULIFFE
 Allan W. McAuliffe, 72 of Freeport, 

IL, passed away on Friday, July 3, 
2020, at Monroe Clinic Hospital in 
Monroe, WI. He was born Feb. 3, 
1948, in Gratiot, WI, the son of the 
late Frances and Charlotte (Harvey) 
McAuliffe. Allan was a 1966 graduate 
of Gratiot High School. He married 
Janice Ditsworth on Aug. 31, 1968. 

 He worked for MicroSwitch for 
35 years. He was a member of the 
Freeport Eagles Club and the Antique 
Engine Club. Allan enjoyed canning, 
classic cars, woodworking and 
hunting, especially deer. He loved to 
watch his grandsons play baseball.

 He is survived by his wife, Janice 

M c A u l i f f e , 
of Freeport; 
d a u g h t e r 
K i m b e r l y 
( M o l l y 
C a m a c h o ) 
Patten of North 
Liberty, Iowa; 
grandsons Caleb 
Patten, Willie 
Nelson, Marcus 
Camacho and 

Mason Comacho; brothers James 
McAuliffe, of Hazel Green, WI, John 
(Judy) McAuliffe, of Benton, WI, and 
Tim (Donna) McAuliffe; and sisters 
Anette (Fred) Vick, of Warren, IL, and 
Cathy Mellenberger, of Cuba City, 

WI. He was preceded in death by his 
parents and sisters Mary and Theresa.

 A private family service will be held 
and interment will take place at Chapel 
Hill Memorial Gardens in Freeport. 
A celebration of life will be held at a 
later date. A memorial fund has been 
established in his name. Condolences 
may be shared at walkermortuary.com.

Obituaries

Gail Melvin Shippy, 86 was born 
February 13, 1934, he passed away 
in Palm Desert, CA on June 29, 2020.

Death notice

PAUL WESLEY VIEL 1943-2020
Paul Wesley Viel was born on 

March 26, 1943 to George and Ele-
nor Viel in Stockton, Il. He graduat-
ed from Stockton High School and 
farmed before driving truck until re-
tirement. Paul was passionate about 
fishing, hunting and telling TALL 
tales. He loved his family and en-
joyed spending time with family and 
friends. Paul was preceded in death 
by father and mother, George and 
Elenor Viel, son, Scott Viel, and wife 
Judy Viel. Paul is survived by daugh-
ter and son-in-law, Dale and Wen-
dy Broge, grandson, Kyle Broge, 

grandson, Jacob and Nicole Broge, 
great granddaughter, Cecilia Broge, 
brother and sister-in-law, Roger and 
Barb Viel, niece, Erin and Louis Or-
chard, sister-in-law, Gloria and Kev-
in Harms, niece Hilary and Robert 
Snyder, nephew, Hayden and Sophia 
Harms. His funeral service was held 
at Chapel Hill Cemetery on Friday, 
July 3, 2020 with  Deacon Steven 
Pospichel of St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church presiding. There was a small 
gathering after the funeral at Dale 
and Wendy Broge’s house. In lieu of 
flowers a memorial fund has been es-
tablished.
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Congratulations Le-Win Class of 2020

Cole Bardell Tyler Barthel Alec Bennett Jenna Bidlingmaier Gabrielle 
Brinkmeier

Alyssa Brown Isaiah Bruce Cailey Cahoon

Michael Chrisman Coltin Coonts Cory DeBoer Ava Dietz Ashlyn Enck Zachary Fox Jade Gabel Dale Gahm

Ethan Gift Selena HuriostiguiHudson Humphrey Tenley Huttenlocher Zoe Johnson Jaden Julius Krista Keene Samantha Kempel

Andrew Lameyer Makenzie Lawson Alexander Leamon Bailey Leamon Joseph Lenz Jacob Malloy Joel Martinez-
Brown

Gracie McMahan

Madison Meador Kaylee Meyer Shannon Noller Sean Ormiston Taylor Patterson Alivea Peight Tyler Pfile Jaiden Rakowska

Nevaeh Roberts Kaidyn Sargent Madilyn Schultz Kierra Lynn Schulz Jacob Seiple Benjamin Sisler Ryland Smith Paige Sowle-
Diffenderfer

Trenton Stanford Brady Stich Zane Stouffer Jordan Streckwald Abbygale 
Strominger

Jaedon Terhaar Adam Then Ronnell Valentine
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These fine businesses would like to extend a big CONGRATULATIONS 
to all the Graduating Seniors from the Class of 2020

Congratulations Le-Win Class of 2020

Channing Vorwald Jenny Zeal Zachary 
Zimmerman

Brandon’s Hardware Rental & Lumber
Lena • 815-369-5542

376783

66476

Hartzell’s IGA
Warren • 815-745-3311

68179

Congratulations from Leverton Sales
McConnell • 815-868-2237

65642

Werhane Enterprises, LTD
Lena • 815-369-4574

314979
Pro Source

Electric and Automation Inc.

Pro Source
Electric and Automation Inc.

Congratulations from
Stagecoach Trail Storage 159191

345379

Congratulations to all area 
graduates! 815-369-5549

243236

Edler Plumbing - Lic. #058-112368
Congratulations to ALL Area Graduates!

68124

Liles Chiropractic Clinic, Ltd.
Lena • 815-369-4974

68712

Raders Insurance Agency
Lena • 815-369-4225

68717

Leamon’s Funeral Home
Lena • 815-369-4512

Hometown Trophies & More
Lena • 815-369-9185 159187

314980

Lena Fast Stop
Lena • 815-369-2100

68675

Coach’s Golf and Grill
Lena • 815-369-2222

314893

Superior Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.
Lena • 815-369-4876

68182

Lena • 815-369-2803

Vanderheyden Furniture & Flooring
9105 US Route 20 West • Lena • 815-369-2224

159941 70079

Congratulations to All Area Graduates
from Lena State Bank!

68177Congratulations to ALL Area 
Graduates- Stockton Auto Supply 0519-012

Steve Rothschadl
Lena • 815-369-4581
Steve Rothschadl

Lena • 815-369-4581 345525

Bussian Insurance & Bussian Realtors
Lena • 815-369-4747 www.bussianinsurance.com

281007

Deb Brown
Lena • 815-369-28810519-031

Deb Brown 
206 N Washington  | Lena, IL 61048 
(815)369-2881

The right home needs the 
right insurance.
Call today!

1115-576HO

346048

McConnell
815-541-3348 346045

Spinhirne Transfer
377187

Crop acreage reporting deadlines approaching
 Agricultural producers who have 

not completed their crop acreage 
reports after spring planting should 
make an appointment with their 
local Farm Service Agency office 
before the applicable deadline.

 July 15 is a major deadline for 
most crops, but acreage reporting 
deadlines vary by county and by 
crop. Contact your FSA county office 
for acreage reporting deadlines that 
are specific to your county.

 In Jo Daviess County, the FSA 
office is located in Elizabeth. Call 
815-858-3418. In Stephenson 
County, call 815-235-2141.

 “The first step to become eligible 
for many USDA programs is to file 
an accurate crop acreage report,” 
FSA Administrator Richard Fordyce 
said in a news release. “To file your 
acreage report, call your local FSA 
office to make an appointment.”

 Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the FSA has implemented acreage 

reporting flexibilities. It can work 
with producers to file timely acreage 
reports by phone, email, online 
tools and virtual meetings. Some 
FSA offices are open for in-person 
appointments, but you must call first 
to make an appointment.

 Many FSA offices are using 
Microsoft Teams software to 
virtually meet with producers to 
review maps and documents for 
certification. Producers who want to 
schedule a virtual appointment can 
download the Microsoft Teams app 
on their smartphone or tablet and call 
the FSA office for an appointment. 
You may also use Microsoft Teams 
from your personal computer 
without downloading software.

 County offices can provide 
producers with maps along with 
instructions for completing and 
returning the maps through mail, 
email or commercially available 
free and secure online tools such as 

Box for file sharing and OneSpan for 
eSignature solutions. After planting 
is complete, producers should return 
completed maps and the acreage 
reporting sheet by the applicable 
deadline.

 After completed maps and all 
acreage reporting information 
is received, the FSA will make 
software updates and send producers 
the completed Report of Acreage 
form (FSA-578) to sign. Producers 
must return the signed form 
certifying their acreage report to the 
FSA office through mail, email or 
the Box and OneSpan tools by the 
applicable deadline.

 The following exceptions apply 
to acreage reporting dates:

 • If the crop has not been planted 
by the acreage reporting date, the 
acreage must be reported no later 
than 15 calendar days after planting 
is completed.

 • If a producer has not timely 

filed an acreage report, the producer 
may file the acreage report within 30 
days of the acreage reporting date. 
Because of the pandemic, late fees 
will be waived if filed within the 30 
days.

 • The FSA also is providing 
additional flexibilities for producers 
to file on acres with failed crops 
or crops that were prevented from 
planting because of extreme weather 
events.

 For insured crops, producers who 
timely filed a prevented planted 
claim with the reinsurance company 
but filed a Notice of Loss (CCC-
576) form after the deadline will 
be considered timely filed for FSA 
purposes. For uninsured crops, 
producers may start a Notice of Loss 
by calling their FSA county office.

 • Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program policyholders 
should note that the acreage 
reporting date for NAP-covered 

crops is the earlier of the dates listed 
above or 15 calendar days before 
grazing or harvesting of the crop 
begins.

 When producers are working 
with FSA staff – either in-person 
or virtually – they also can take 
care of applications for other FSA 
programs, including the Coronavirus 
Food Assistance Program (CFAP).

 A CFAP call center is available 
for producers who would like 
additional one-on-one support with 
the CFAP application process. Call 
877-508-8364 to speak directly with 
a USDA employee. The call center 
can provide service to non-English 
speaking customers.

 Applications also can be 
submitted for the Wildfire and 
Hurricane Indemnity Program Plus 
for 2018 and 2019 as well as other 
disaster assistance programs that 
may be able to assist producers at 
this time.
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These fine businesses would like to extend a big 
CONGRATULATIONS 

to all the Graduating Seniors from the Class of 2020

Congratulations Scales Mound Class of 2020

Tyler Allen Mickenzie Bass Anthony Bruscato Joshua Cole Matthew Davis Anastasia Foley Connor Fosler Jamie Frey

Vojtech Kasper Jenna Korte Kaelan Shetler Eryka Swiergosz Haleigh Tanner Chelsey VanRaalte Claire Wienen Caitlyn Wolfenden

Cameron Ziarko

Valedictorian: 
Mickenzie Bass

Salutatorian: Jenna Korte

66479

Congratulations from 
Scales Mound Sinclair • 815-845-2217

Scales Mound • 815-858-2900
www.appleriverstatebank.com

T H E

315832

118065

Pat’s Country House Grocery
Scales Mound • 815-845-2316

280896

Stephenson Service Company
Freeport • 815-235-7400

68983

Davis Lumber Co.
Scales Mound • 815-845-2262

315696

Apple Canyon Lake P.O.A.
& Apple Canyon Lake Golf Course

Congratulations to ALL Area Graduates!

Rick’s Sales & Service
Apple River • 815-492-2102 205128

377174

Winter Plumbing
Scales Mound • 815-845-2212

State budget good first step to improve health care for all in Illinois
By Jordan Powell

 Uplifting news can be hard to find 
these days.

 Representing health care 
providers serving largely minority 
communities, we see the challenges 
everywhere. The coronavirus 
pandemic has presented historic tests 
for our health care system. Racial 
unrest confirms that, while we have 
made progress in this country since 
Lincoln and King, we have much 
farther to go.

 Yet, this is not a time for despair. 
At the Illinois Primary Health Care 
Association, we are encouraged by 
small progress made during these 
challenging times and the opportunity 
for real change that lies ahead.

 The solution? Meaningful, 
sustained investment in marginalized 
communities. No more lip service.

 An important first step came in the 
new Illinois state budget that went 
into effect July 1. The legislative 

session was largely put on hold 
this year because of shutdowns to 
prevent the spread of coronavirus. 
Lawmakers and Gov. JB Pritzker 
could have taken the easy way out 
and passed a “maintenance” budget 
that kept spending flat.

 Instead, they heard the pleas of 
help from 390 community health 
centers across Illinois – from 
Waukegan to Cairo and Quincy to 
Danville – who needed more.

 They responded with nearly $200 
million in emergency funds for health 
centers to address challenges related 
to coronavirus and millions more in 
base funding to strengthen access to 
care for years to come.

 These new dollars are significant 
because they will help those who 
have been left behind for far too long.

 Community health centers, or 
Federally Qualified Health Centers, 
were created under federal law more 
than 50 years ago, out of the civil 

rights movement, when our nation’s 
leaders realized we were not doing 
enough to provide quality, affordable 
health care coverage to our low-
income and minority communities. 

 Today, nearly 60 percent of our 
members’ patients receive Medicaid 
coverage, 20 percent have no health 
insurance coverage and nearly 70 
percent are minorities.

 Each year, Illinoisans see a nearly 
$2 billion return on investment from 
community health centers in the form 
of improved health care outcomes for 
our 1.4 million patients and reduced 
health care costs by preventing the 
need for care in more expensive 
settings.

 The coronavirus pandemic 
underscored the need for our role. 
The virus spread in greater than 
expected ways in African-American 
and Latino communities with 
devastating consequences.

 African-Americans represented 

nearly one-third of all COVID-19 
related deaths, yet they make up just 
15 percent of our state’s population. 
And the infection rates in the Latino 
community were staggeringly 
high, far above the rates for other 
populations. 

 The investments made in this state 
budget will help ensure we avoid a 
repeat.

 Our centers also played a key 
role in fighting the spread of the 
virus by partnering with the Pritzker 
administration to test more than 
160,000 Illinoisans through more 
than 125 drive-thru, walkup and 
mobile stations in just a few weeks. 

 We say thank you to Gov. Pritzker, 
our legislative leaders and our 
health care experts in the Legislature 
who understand the critical role of 
community health centers: Senators 
Heather Steans, Elgie Sims, Andy 
Manar, Omar Aquino and Dave 
Syverson and House leaders Greg 

Harris and Tom Demmer to name a 
few. 

 We must also give specific thanks 
to the members of the Black and 
Latino caucuses in the Legislature 
for making our cries for help your 
priorities in this difficult budget. You 
will play a strong leadership role 
in the change that is coming, as we 
recognize and work to heal the deep 
scars of racial inequities.

 We are ready to work together, 
to do better and to put our calls 
for change into action. It is time 
we restore trust, faith and hope 
for Illinoisans who have been left 
behind.

 Health care must be treated as 
a right, not a privilege, because at 
the heart of vibrant, prosperous 
communities are safe, healthy and 
thriving families and individuals.

 Jordan Powell is president and 
CEO of the Illinois Primary Health 
Care Association in Springfield.

In my opinion

377004

Congratulations!
Schultz Appliance • Scales Mound
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These fine businesses would like to extend a big 
CONGRATULATIONS to all the Graduating 

Seniors from the Class of 2020

Congratulations Warren Class of 2020

Brianna Anderson Madalyn Bourgeous Kylor Bruketta Libby Gorton Nikita Grenoble Jessica Griffin Dylan Hallerman Allison Heller

Joshua Lozada Jennifer Miller Kimberlyn Raab Ried Raisbeck Seth Slamp Andrew 
Slichenmyer

Jacob Sperry Jacob Ven Hulzen

Ethan Williams Allie Wolf Mitchell Wolff

66466

Hartzell’s IGA
Warren • 815-745-3311

281972

RED’S LIQUOR
Warren • 815-745-2888

Saunders Oil Co. Inc.
Warren • 815-745-2267

242946

345380

Congratulations to all area 
graduates! 815-369-5549

68126Liles Chiropractic Clinic, Ltd.
Lena  815-369-4974 • Warren 815-745-2294

Stateline Insurance Services, Inc.
Warren • 815-745-2148 161834

T H E

315830

Warren • 815-745-2194
Apple River • 815-594-2351

www.appleriverstatebank.com

68719

Bartell-Leamon Funeral Home
Warren • 815-745-2114

280895

Stephenson Service Company
Freeport • 815-235-7400

Albrecht Motors
Warren • 815-745-3795

242947

66729

Congratulations from
Stock Holders Saloon

70085

Congratulations to All Area Graduates
from Lena State Bank!

66453

Vincent, Roth, Toepfer & Leinen, P.C.
Warren • 815-745-2624

315694

Apple Canyon Lake P.O.A.
& Apple Canyon Lake Golf Course

Congratulations to ALL Area Graduates! 68709

Best of Luck to All Area Graduates
from The Bob

Rick’s Sales & Service
Apple River • 815-492-2102 205126

68173Congratulations to ALL Area 
Graduates- Stockton Auto Supply

Deb Brown
Warren • 815-745-31160519-031

Deb Brown 
206 N Washington  | Lena, IL 61048 
(815)369-2881

The right home needs the 
right insurance.
Call today!

1115-576HO

346049

377162Thomas G., Peter G. & Martin L. 
Janecke DDS • Warren • 815-745-2038 B&R Plumbing • Warren

377195

Unemployment claims dip slightly as state reopens
More than 675,000 
receiving continued 
unemployment benefits
By Peter Hancock
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

The number of Illinois workers re-
ceiving state unemployment benefits 
fell by more than 29,000 during the 
last week of June as many business-
es resumed operations after 14 weeks 
under a stay-at-home order brought 
on by the COVID-19 pandemic.

The U.S. Department of Labor said 

July 2 there were 676,338 people in 
Illinois receiving continuing unem-
ployment benefits during the week 
that ended June 27. That was 29,511 
fewer than the previous week.

First-time unemployment claims 
also fell to 45,249, a decrease of 1,027 
from the previous week, but still a 463 
percent increase over the same week 
a year ago when only 8,038 initial 
claims were filed.

In addition to those workers who 
qualify for traditional unemployment 
benefits, another 32,587 Illinoisans 
filed first-time claims for Pandem-

ic Unemployment Assistance, more 
than triple the number from the week 
before. PUA is a program funded en-
tirely by the federal government un-
der the CARES Act to extend benefits 
to independent contractors who aren’t 
normally covered under traditional 
state-funded unemployment.

The Department of Labor also re-
ported figures for the Pandemic Emer-
gency Unemployment Compensation 
program for the week that ended June 
13, two weeks earlier than the other 
unemployment numbers. PEUC is 
another federally funded program that 

extends benefits for up to 13 weeks 
for people who have exhausted their 
state-funded benefits. That was down 
15 percent from the week before.

First-time PEUC claims during that 
week in mid-June totaled 32,604, a 
decrease of 14 percent from the prior 
week.

On Friday, June 26, Illinois entered 
Phase 4 of Gov. JB Pritzker’s reopen-
ing plan. That allowed many retail 
establishments to reopen. Bars and 
restaurants also were allowed to open 
for indoor dining while schools were 
allowed to reopen for in-person sum-

mer learning programs, all subject to 
capacity limits and social distancing 
requirements.

Nationally, just more than 1.4 mil-
lion Americans filed first-time claims 
during the final week of June, an 8.2 
percent decrease from the week be-
fore. 

The Department of Labor report-
ed a seasonally-adjusted 19.3 million 
Americans receiving continuing job-
less benefits, an increase of 55,000 
from the week before, while the na-
tional unemployment rate held steady 
at 13.2 percent.
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REMAIN COMPLETELY ANONYMOUS

“Get Involved, Without Getting Involved”
Stephenson County Crime Stop, Inc. est. 1981

Crime Stop Works!
IN STEPHENSON COUNTY

call 815-235-7867 (STOP)

download our app
www.sccrimestop.com @sccrimestop 334454

374681

www.edwardjones.com

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor

640 W. South St, #4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

F
D

I-
18

6
7H

-A

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor
.

640 W South St 4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

Member SIPC

377100

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

APPEARANCE IS EVERYTHING!
SEE US FOR THE BEST FINISH IN THE BUSINESS!

815-868-2237 www.levertonsales.com

Stop In
and

See What’s
New!!

377104

SONYA WILLIAMSON PHOTOS The Scoop Today

Their time to shine
 Jamie Eden and Mia D’Antonio show off their creativity on their 
caps.

 Kaige Brown, Elizabeth Eisfeller and Tessa Tucker can’t hold back 
their enthusiasm.

 (Above) Family and friends did 
their best of socially distancing 
in parking their vehicles.
 (Left) Aidan Cahill, Bryant 
Keeffer, Zachary Cook, Cody 
Schultz and Marc Gabel can’t re-
sist celebrating together. 
 (Below right) Valedictorian 
Kenda Scace delivers an uplift-
ing speech.
 (Bottom left and very bottom) 
Participants line up and begin 
their parade that will take them 
through Stockton’s downtown.

    your source for on-line news:

       RVPNEWS.COM
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800-373-5550 • ClearyBuilding.com

FEATURING:
YOU CAN RELY ON CLEARY - A warranty or 

promise is only as good as the company that backs it up!

EXCEPTIONAL PRICING - We're In This Together!
AGRICULTURE • SUBURBAN • COMMERCIAL • HOME • HORSE • UNIQUE

•  Debt Free
•  Best Warranties
•  We Manufacture & 
       Construct Our Product
•  Custom Designs & 
       In-House Engineering

There is more to Cleary than just a pickup truck. 

FEATURING: promise is only as good as the company that backs it up!

•  Debt Free
•  Best Warranties
•  We Manufacture 
       Construct Our Product
•  Custom Designs 
       In-House Engineering

There is more to Cleary than just a pickup truck.There is more to Cleary than just a pickup truck.Contact us 
for a FREE 
consultation!

Oregon, IL
815-732-9101

37
15

30

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
by noon on FRIDAy

you ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t No experieNce Needed! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PhoToS may alSo aPPear on our Web SITe, rvpnews.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

This is aN OPeN call fOr submiTTed PhOTOs
 TO be used iN yOur cOmmuNiTy NewsPaPer

376293

 Springfield usually is flooded with 
the blue jackets of FFA members 
during the second week of June each 
year. 

 This year, however, due to the 
COVID-19 outbreak FFA members 
stayed home and experienced the 
annual convention virtually. 

 One of the highlights is when 
chapter members walk across the 
big stage and officially receive their 
state FFA degrees or are recognized 
as American degree recipients.

 And the River Ridge FFA chapter 
was well represented this year.

 State degree recipients were 
Andrew Pratt (Ag fabrication and 
design-placement), Conner Tippett  
(diversified crop production-
placement), Kylie Hiher (wildlife 
conservation and equine placement) 
and Riley Wolter (turf grass 
management-entrepreneur).

 Earning a state degree is the 
culmination of hard work over the 
course of members’ FFA careers. 
Only the top percentage of all 
members qualify to earn a degree, 
which is based on an agricultural 

project, called a Supervised 
Agricultural Experience, that they do 
outside of school time.

 SAEs can vary from a student 
who works at a landscaping firm or 
an apple orchard to those who own 
and operate their own livestock 
programs.

 Minimum qualifications include: 
two years of agricultural courses 
completed in high school, 25 hours 
of community service, 750 hours of 
documented work on their project 
or $1,500 productively invested in 
their project, active involvement in 
their FFA chapter at the section level 
or beyond and serving as a chapter 
officer or on a chapter committee.

 The virtual state FFA convention 
will present Section One candidates 
with their degrees at 7 p.m. on July 
13. Check the state FFA Facebook 
page for details: facebook.com/
IllinoisFFA.

 The River Ridge FFA chapter 
also features an American degree 
candidate. 

 Wyatt Potter, who has been 
featured in “Farm Journal” with his 

SAE project about ag mechanics and 
repair-entrepreneurship, will receive 
his American degree this fall. Potter 
was the Illinois state award winner in 
this category in 2019.

 The American degree officially is 
awarded to members at the national 
FFA convention in October.

 Earning an American FFA degree 
is even more elusive than a state one.

 In order to qualify candidates 
must have earned their state degree, 
graduated from high school, earned 
at least $10,000 and productively 
invested $7,500 or earned and 
productively invested $2,000 and 
worked 2,250 hours in excess of 
scheduled class time, and completed 
50 hours of community service. 

COURTESY PHOTOS The Scoop Today

River Ridge FFA members 
earn state, American degrees

your source for on-line news:
RVPNEWS.

COM

Riley Wolter

Conner TippettAndrew Pratt Kylie Hiher Wyatt Potter
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LEGALS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
FOR THE 15TH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
STEPHENSON COUNTY - 

FREEPORT, ILLINOIS
US Bank Trust, N.A., not in its 
individual capacity, but solely 
as owner Trustee for VRMTG 
Asset Trust
    PLAINTIFF
  Vs.
The Schreiner Family Trust 
dated 2/15/07; et. al.
    DEFENDANTS

2020CH2
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HERE-
BY GIVEN that pursuant to a 
Judgment of Foreclosure and 
Sale entered in the above cause 
on 06/09/2020, the Sheriff of 
Stephenson County, Illinois will 
on August 7, 2020 at the hour of 
9:30 AM at Stephenson County 
Courthous 

15 North Galena Avenue 1st 
Floor, West door of courthouse 
Freeport, IL 61032, or in a place 
otherwise designated at the time 
of sale, County of Stephenson 
and State of Illinois, sell at pub-
lic auction to the highest bidder 
for cash, as set forth below, the 
following described real estate:

LOT 23 AS DESIGNATED 
UPON THE PLAT OF PARK 
CREST PLAT NO. 1, THE 
PLAT OF WHICH SUBDI-
VISION IS RECORDED IN 
BOOK “G” OF PLATS, PAGE 
7, IN THE RECORDER’S 
OFFICE OF STEPHENSON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS. SIT-
UATED IN THE CITY OF 
FREEPORT, STEPHENSON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS.

PIN 18-13-35-177-003
Improved with Single Family 

Home
COMMONLY KNOWN AS:  

41 Park Crest Dr Freeport, IL 
61032

Sale terms: 10% down of the 
highest bid by certified funds 
at the close of the auction; The 
balance, including the Judicial 
sale fee for Abandoned Resi-
dential Property Municipality 
Relief Fund, which is calcu-
lated at the rate of $1 for each 
$1,000 or fraction thereof of the 
amount paid by the purchaser 
not to exceed $300, in certified 
funds, is due within twenty-four 
(24) hours. The subject property 
is subject to general real estate 
taxes, special assessments, or 
special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as to 
quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to Plaintiff and 
in “AS IS” condition. The sale 
is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.

If the property is a condomini-
um and the foreclosure takes 
place after 1/1/2007, purchasers 
other than the mortgagees will 
be required to pay any assess-
ment and legal fees due under 
The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and 
(g)(4).

If the property is located in a 
common interest community, 
purchasers other than mortgag-
ees will be required to pay any 
assessment and legal fees due 
under the Condominium Prop-
erty Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-
1).

If the sale is set aside for any 
reason, the Purchaser at the 
sale shall be entitled only to a 
return of the deposit paid. The 
Purchaser shall have no further 
recourse against the Mortgagor, 
the Mortgagee or the Mortgag-
ee’s attorney.

Upon payment in full of the 
amount bid, the purchaser shall 
receive a Certificate of Sale, 
which will entitle the purchas-
er to a Deed to the real estate 
after Confirmation of the sale. 
The successful purchaser has 
the sole responsibility/expense 
of evicting any tenants or other 
individuals presently in posses-
sion of the subject premises.

The property will NOT be 
open for inspection and Plain-
tiff makes no representation as 
to the condition of the property. 
Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the Court file to 
verify all information.

IF YOU ARE THE MORT-
GAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO 
REMAIN IN POSSESSION 
FOR 30 DAYS AFTER EN-
TRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information: Examine the 
court file or contact Plaintiff’s 
attorney: Codilis & Associates, 
P.C., 15W030 North Frontage 
Road, Suite 100, Burr Ridge, IL 
60527, (630) 794-9876. Please 
refer to file number 14-19-
08946.
I3151806 

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

June 24, July 1 & 8, 2020)
376001

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE 15TH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF JO DAVIESS

CITIZENS STATE BANK, an 
Illinois Banking Corporation,
    Plaintiff,
  vs.
SERGIO J. GONZALEZ, 

CHECO’S FAMILY 
RESTAURANT & PIZZERIA, 
INC.; UNKNOWN OWNERS; 
and NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,
    Defendants. 

2019-CH-46
AMENDED NOTICE OF 

SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HERE-

BY GIVEN that pursuant to a 
Judgment of Foreclosure and 
Sale entered in the above-cap-
tioned cause on February 13, 
2020, an agent of the Jo Daviess 
County Sheriff’s Office will at 
10:00 a.m. on July 15, 2020, at 
the Jo Daviess County Court-
house, 330 North Bench Street, 
Third Floor, Galena, Illinois 
61036, sell at public auction to 
the highest bidder, as set forth 
below, the following described 
real estate:

Parcel 1:
Lot 2 of Hess 3rd Addition to 

the Village of Stockton, Jo Da-
viess County, Illinois; accord-
ing to the Plat thereof recorded 
October 3, 1963 as Document 
No. 106567 in Plan Hold 9 of 
Plats, No. 18A.

Parcel 2:
Lot 1 of Hess 3rd Addition to 

the Village of Stockton, Jo Da-
viess County, Illinois; accord-
ing to the Plat thereof recorded 
October 3, 1963 as Document 
No. 106567 in Plan Hold 9 of 
Plats, No. 18A.

PIN: Parcel No. 1: 43-17-001-
597-06 Stockton

Parcel No. 2: 43-17-001-597-
07 Stockton

Commonly known as: 632 and 
642 S. Main Street, Stockton, 
Illinois 61085

The property is non-residential 
property.

The judgment amount was 
$165,933.31 together with in-
terest thereon at the statutory 
rate plus additional costs, in-
cluding publication costs, court 
costs, attorneys’ fees and ex-
penses of sale.

Sale Terms: 25 percent down 
of the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the auc-
tion; the balance, in certified 
funds, is due within twenty-four 
(24) hours. The subject property 
is subject to general real estate 
taxes, special assessments, or 
special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representations as 
to quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to Plaintiff and 
is “AS IS” condition. The sale is 
further subject to confirmation 
by the Court.

Upon payment in full of the 
amount bid, the purchaser will 
receive a Certificate of Sale that 
will entitle the purchaser to a 

deed to the real estate after con-
firmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be 
open for inspection and Plain-
tiff makes no representation as 
to the condition of the property. 
Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to 
verify all information.

Persons wishing information 
regarding the real estate may 
contact:
Joel Kempel - 
Citizens State Bank
102 West Main Street, 
Lena, Illinois 61048-9247
Phone: (815) 369-4524
Dated this 12th day 
of June, 2020.
YALDEN, OLSEN 
& WILLETTE
By: /s/ Craig A. Willette
Craig A. Willette, Attorney for
Citizens State Bank, Plaintiff
Yalden, Olsen & Willette
Craig Willette - 3021211
838 North Main Street,
Rockford, IL 61103-6906
(815) 965-8635 | craigwillette@
comcast.net
I3151748 
(Published in The Scoop Today

June 24, July 1 & 8, 2020)
375962

ASSUMED NAME
PUBLICATION

Public Notice is hereby given 
that on June 19, 2020, a certif-
icate was filed in the Office of 
the County Clerk of Stephenson 
County, Illinois, setting forth 
the names and post-office ad-
dresses of all persons owning, 
conducting and transacting the 
business Ridgeland Music lo-
cated at 519 N. Walnut Avenue, 
Freeport, IL 61032.
Dated June 19, 2020

VICI R. OTTE
Stephenson County Clerk

by HEATHER BECKER
Deputy

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 
July 1, 8 & 15, 2020)

376626

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE 15TH

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF STEPHENSON
CITIZENS STATE BANK, an 
Illinois banking corporation,
    Plaintiff,
  vs.
KRIS R. WILD, THERESA 
E. WILD, UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA - INTERNAL 
REVENUE SERVICE, OR-
ANGEVILLE COMMUNITY 
BANK, UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS and NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,
    Defendants.

2020 CH 28

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND

NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS 
FOR PUBLICATION

The requisite affidavit for pub-
lication having been filed, no-
tice is hereby given to you:

Unknown Owners and 
Non-Record Claimants, Defen-
dants in the above-entitled suit, 
that said suit has been com-
menced in the Circuit Court of 
Stephenson County, by the said 
Plaintiff, against you and other 
Defendants, praying for foreclo-
sure of certain real estate mort-
gages, concerning the premises 
described as follows, to-wit:

A tract of land located in part 
of the Northeast Quarter of Sec-
tion 30, Township 29 North, 
Range 7 East of the Fourth 
Principal Meridian, Oneco 
Township, Stephenson County 
Illinois, the boundary of said 
tract being more particularly 
described as follows:

Commencing at the North-
east Corner of the Northeast 
Quarter of Section 30, Town-
ship 29 North, Range 7 East of 
the Fourth Principal Meridian; 
thence South along the East line 
of the Northeast Quarter of said 
Section 30, a distance of 875.59 
feet, more or less; thence West, 
parallel to the North line of the 
Northeast Quarter of said Sec-
tion, a distance of 1,080.12 feet, 
more or less, to the point of be-
ginning; thence South, parallel 
to the East line of the North-
east Quarter of said Section 30, 
a distance of 750 feet, more or 
less; thence West parallel to 
the North line of the Northeast 
Quarter of said Section 30, a 
distance of 650.00 feet, more 
or less; thence North, parallel 
to the East line of the North-
east Quarter of said Section 30, 
a distance of 750.00 feet, more 
or less; thence East, parallel to 
the North line of the Northeast 
Quarter of said Section 30, a 
distance of 650.00 feet, more or 
less, to the point of beginning; 
all being situated in Oneco 
Township, Stephenson County 
in the State of Illinois.

Together with an easement for 
ingress and egress as shown in 
a Declaration of Easement re-
corded June 2, 2008 as Docu-
ment No. 200800095058.

All being situated in Stephen-
son County, Illinois.

Commonly known as: 12838 
North Hulbert Road, Winslow, 
Illinois

PIN:
16-03-30-200-004
and which said real estate 

mortgages were made by Kris 
R. Wild and Theresa E. Wild 
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and recorded in the Office of the 
Stephenson County Recorder of 
Deeds as follows:

Document Nos.: 
201500144477 and 
201900169575

and for other relief; that Sum-
mons was duly issued out of the 
said Court against you as pro-
vided by law, and that the suit is 
now pending.

Now, therefore, unless you the 
said named Defendants, Un-
known Owners, and Non-Re-
cord Claimants file your answer 
to the Complaint in the said suit 
or otherwise make your appear-
ance therein, in the office of the 
Circuit Court of Stephenson 
County, located at 15 North Ga-
lena Avenue, Freeport, Illinois 
61032, on or before July 31, 
2020, A DEFAULT MAY BE 
ENTERED AGAINST YOU 
AT ANY TIME AFTER THAT 
DAY AND A JUDGMENT EN-
TERED IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE PRAYER OF SAID 
COMPLAINT.

Nathan A. Luy
Clerk of the Circuit Court
15th Judicial Circuit
Stephenson County, Illinois
PREPARED BY
Craig A. Willette
Yalden, Olsen & Willette
838 North Main Street
Rockford, IL 61103-6906
(815) 965-8635
craigwillette@comcast.net
PURSUANT TO THE FAIR 

DEBT COLLECTION PRAC-
TICES ACT YOU ARE AD-
VISED THAT THIS LAW 
FIRM IS DEEMED TO BE 
A DEBT COLLECTOR AT-
TEMPTING TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY INFORMA-
TION OBTAINED WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
I3152175 

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 
July 1, 8 & 15, 2020)

376748

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
FOR THE 15TH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
STEPHENSON COUNTY - 

FREEPORT, ILLINOIS
HSBC Bank USA, National 
Association as trustee for 
Deutsche Mortgage Securities, 
Inc. Mortgage Loan Trust, 
Series 2004-5
    PLAINTIFF
  Vs.
Tammy Tobin; et. al.
    DEFENDANTS

2019CH46
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HERE-
BY GIVEN that pursuant to a 

Judgment of Foreclosure and 
Sale entered in the above cause 
on 06/23/2020, the Sheriff of 
Stephenson County, Illinois 
will on August 7, 2020 at the 
hour of 9:30 AM at Stephenson 
County Courthouse 15 North 
Galena Avenue 1st Floor, West 
door of courthouse Freeport, IL 
61032, or in a place otherwise 
designated at the time of sale, 
County of Stephenson and State 
of Illinois, sell at public auction 
to the highest bidder for cash, as 
set forth below, the following 
described real estate:

THE WEST 150 FEET OF 
LOT 20 IN BLOCK 32 IN 
KNOWLTON’S SECOND 
ADDITION TO THE TOWN 
(NOW CITY) OF FREEPORT, 
SITUATED IN THE CITY OF 
FREEPORT, STEPHENSON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS.

PIN 18-14-31-452-027
Improved with Single Family 

Home
COMMONLY KNOWN AS:  

1135 South Oak Avenue Free-
port, IL 61032

Sale terms: 10% down of the 
highest bid by certified funds 
at the close of the auction; The 
balance, including the Judicial 
sale fee for Abandoned Resi-
dential Property Municipality 
Relief Fund, which is calcu-
lated at the rate of $1 for each 
$1,000 or fraction thereof of the 
amount paid by the purchaser 
not to exceed $300, in certified 
funds, is due within twenty-four 
(24) hours. The subject property 
is subject to general real estate 
taxes, special assessments, or 
special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as to 
quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to Plaintiff and 
in “AS IS” condition. The sale 
is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.

If the property is a condomini-
um and the foreclosure takes 
place after 1/1/2007, purchasers 
other than the mortgagees will 
be required to pay any assess-
ment and legal fees due under 
The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and 
(g)(4).

If the property is located in a 
common interest community, 
purchasers other than mortgag-
ees will be required to pay any 
assessment and legal fees due 
under the Condominium Prop-
erty Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-
1).

If the sale is set aside for any 
reason, the Purchaser at the 
sale shall be entitled only to a 
return of the deposit paid. The 
Purchaser shall have no further 
recourse against the Mortgagor, 

the Mortgagee or the Mortgag-
ee’s attorney.

Upon payment in full of the 
amount bid, the purchaser shall 
receive a Certificate of Sale, 
which will entitle the purchas-
er to a Deed to the real estate 
after Confirmation of the sale. 
The successful purchaser has 
the sole responsibility/expense 
of evicting any tenants or other 
individuals presently in posses-
sion of the subject premises.

The property will NOT be 
open for inspection and Plain-
tiff makes no representation as 
to the condition of the property. 
Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the Court file to 
verify all information.

IF YOU ARE THE MORT-
GAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO 
REMAIN IN POSSESSION 
FOR 30 DAYS AFTER EN-
TRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information: Examine the 
court file or contact Plaintiff’s 
attorney: Codilis & Associates, 
P.C., 15W030 North Frontage 
Road, Suite 100, Burr Ridge, IL 
60527, (630) 794-9876. Please 
refer to file number 14-19-
03000.
I3152298 

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 
July 8, 16 & 22, 2020)

376936

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE 15TH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF JO DAVIESS

APPLE RIVER STATE 
BANK, an Illinois Banking 
Corporation,
    Plaintiff,
  vs.
PAUL D. IRWIN a/k/a PAUL 
DAN IRWIN, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,
    Defendants.

2017-CH-9
SECOND AMENDED 

NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HERE-

BY GIVEN that pursuant to an 
Amended Judgment of Fore-
closure and Sale entered in the 
above-captioned cause on Feb-
ruary 13, 2020, an agent of the 
Jo Daviess County Sheriff’s 
Office will at 10:00 a.m. on Au-
gust 12, 2020, at the Jo Daviess 
County Courthouse, 330 North 
Bench Street, Third Floor, Gale-
na, Illinois 61036, sell at public 
auction to the highest bidder, as 
set forth below, the following 
described real estate:

TRACT I:
Lot Number Thirteen (13) in 

Valley View Estates Subdivi-
sion, located in Section 7 in 
Township 27 North, Range 4 
East of the Fourth Principal 
Meridian, according to the Plat 
thereof recorded in Jo Daviess 
County, Illinois. Situated in Jo 
Daviess County and the State of 
Illinois.

TRACT II:
A parcel of land located in the 

Southwest Quarter of Section 
7, Township 27 North, Range 
4 East of the Fourth Principal 
Meridian, Stockton Township, 
Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 
which is bounded by a line de-
scribed as follows: Beginning at 
the Northeast corner of Lot 12 
in Valley View Estates Subdivi-
sion; thence North 89 degrees 
51 minutes 24 seconds East, 
367.89 feet (recorded as 371.05 
feet) along the South line of Lot 
13 in said Subdivision, to the 
Southeast corner of said Lot 13; 
thence South 0 degrees 05 min-
utes 48 seconds East (recorded 
as South 00 degrees 00 minutes 
00 seconds East), 349.86 feet 
along the East line of said Lot 
13, projected, to a point in the 
line with the South line of said 
Lot 12, projected; thence North 
89 degrees 38 minutes 09 sec-
onds West, 368.31 feet along 
the South line of said Lot 12, 
projected, (recorded as North 88 
degrees 47 minutes 06 seconds 
West), to the Southeast corner 
of said Lot 12; thence North 0 
degrees 01 minutes 48 seconds 
West (recorded as North 0 de-
grees 00 minutes 00 seconds 
West) 346.60 feet, along the 
East line of said Lot 12 to the 
point of beginning. Situated in 
Jo Daviess County and the State 
of Illinois.

Commonly known as: 1709 
South Summit Drive, Stockton, 
Illinois 61085

Permanent Index Number(s): 
43-17-000-069-13

The property is residential 
property.

The amended judgment 
amount was $144,641.18 to-

gether with interest thereon at 
the statutory rate plus addition-
al costs, including publication 
costs, court costs, attorneys’ 
fees and expenses of sale.

Sale Terms: 25 percent down 
of the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the auc-
tion; the balance, in certified 
funds, is due within twenty-four 
(24) hours. The subject property 
is subject to general real estate 
taxes, special assessments, or 
special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representations as 
to quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to Plaintiff and 
is “AS IS” condition. The sale is 
further subject to confirmation 
by the Court.

Upon payment in full of the 
amount bid, the purchaser will 
receive a Certificate of Sale that 
will entitle the purchaser to a 
deed to the real estate after con-
firmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be 
open for inspection and Plain-
tiff makes no representation as 
to the condition of the property. 
Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to 
verify all information.

Persons wishing information 
regarding the real estate may 
contact:

Valerie J. Stocks - 
Apple River State Bank
135 E. Main Street, 
Warren, Illinois 61087
Phone: (815) 745-2194
Dated this 26th day of June, 

2020.
YALDEN, OLSEN 
& WILLETTE
By: /s/ Craig A. Willette
Craig A. Willette, Attorney for
Citizens State Bank, Plaintiff
Yalden, Olsen & Willette
Craig Willette - 3021211
838 North Main Street
Rockford, IL 61103-6906
(815) 965-8635 | craigwillette@
comcast.net
I3152254 
(Published in The Scoop Today

July 8, 15 & 22, 2020)
376841
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14 STOCKTON GRAD

These fine businesses would like to extend a big CONGRATULATIONS 
to all the Graduating Seniors from the Class of 2020

Congratulations Stockton Class of 2020

Blake Altfillisch Tyler Bartch Cody Breuer Kaige Brown Haley Brudi Garrett Buske Aidan Cahill Ethan Cook

Zach Cook Mia D’Antonio Logan Dewey Brodi Eden Ellie Eden Jamie Eden Lizzie Eisfeller Hayley Feary

Marc Gabel Keagan Groezinger Kenna Haas Bryant Keeffer Ethan Kehl Gaige Lytle Drew McGovern Winston McPeek

Sierra McPhillips Alyssa Meade Josh Olson Keegan Phillips Conner Roberts Elizabeth Sales Kendra Scace Jay Schaney

Cody Schultz Rawley Schulz Tessa Tucker Austin Westover Katie Wright

Valedictorian: 
Kendra Scace

Salutatorian: 
Jamie Eden

66471

Hartzell’s IGA
Warren • 815-745-3311 242945

Stockton Travel Center
Open 24 Hours

68127Liles Chiropractic Clinic, Ltd.
Lena  815-369-4974 • Warren 815-745-2294

204107

Raders Insurance Agency
Lena • 815-369-4225

280893

Stephenson Service Company
Freeport • 815-235-7400

Bauer & Fonseca, P.C.
Stockton • 815-947-4594 205131

70043

B&B Hillside Repair
Stockton • 815-947-3297

242955
Lena • 815-369-2803

Vanderheyden Furniture & Flooring
9105 US Route 20 West • Lena • 815-369-2224

159190

70080

Congratulations to All Area Graduates
from Lena State Bank!

315695

Apple Canyon Lake P.O.A.
& Apple Canyon Lake Golf Course

Congratulations to ALL Area Graduates!

68171Congratulations to ALL Area 
Graduates- Stockton Auto Supply

377160

Stockton Dental Center
Stockton • 815-947-3700

68721

Congratulations to all Area Graduates
Stockton Auto Body377196

Congratulations to ALL area Graduates! 
Stella’s Cafe & Catering • Stockton
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Liles Chiropractic 
Clinic, Ltd.

Dr. Jim Liles & Dr. Jared Liles
BCBS provider

LENA:
M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5;30 p.m.
Saturday by Appointment.

238 W. Main St.
815-369-4974

WARREN:
Friday

8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
102 Catlin St.
815-745-2294

321148SupplementS

 Now providing

Therapy
204560

Congratulations to 
All Area Graduates

Stockton, IL

Service Corner
The Scoop Today & Shopper’s Guide

Place Your 
Service Ad

Call Laurie or Cyndee at 
(815) 369-4112 

or (815) 947-3353 for details

Minimum of 4 weeks 
Additional Sizes Available

377214

RICK’S SALES & SERVICERICK’S SALES & SERVICE
APPLE RIVER, IL 

815-492-2102

207460

Hours: M-Th 11-7; Fri 9-5; Sat 9-1
Check out our website at 
rickssalesandservice.com

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

111032

G & H PAINTING

WANTED STUMPS

Wehrenberg 
Stump Removal

• Free estimates • Reasonable Rates
 • Fully Insured

Call Mark 815-541-9653 or 815-266-9933

Looking for stumps to remove

376545

Formerly Checkered Flag Auto Body, Lena

Call us for your FREE 
estimate today!

• 35 years experience
• Loaner cars available
• All makes & models 

• All insurance 
work welcomed!

4933 N. Scout Camp Rd., Apple River, IL 61001
815-492-0114

M-F 8-4 • Sat by appointment
342138

DeVoe 
License 
& Title 
Service

Call for Appointment
Mon-Fri 

10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Saturday

10 a.m. - noon

216 W. Main • Lena
815-369-5549

368916

Commercial • Agricultural
Residential • Industrial

Nick Wienand • Greg Kline

Call: 815-908-0775 Stockton, IL
357461

Call us for any of your electrical needs

10240 N. Old Mill Rd.
McConnell, IL 61050

815-541-3348
heidrepair@yahoo.com

SAVE up to 
70% storage

in your garage with a SmartStow

Up to 5 year 
warranty

3-in-1 
Mulch/Bag/Side 

Discharge

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

372951

Model
20355

• Standard Push
                                     • Self-Propelled

                           • Personal Pace
           • SmartStow
    • Electric Start
 • All Wheel Drive

                • Spin Stop
          • Power Reverse
• 60V Battery
      • Cast Aluminum
                Deck
            • 30” Deck

Model
20340
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STUMP BUSTER
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Cloud.pdf   1   3/21/19   9:33 AM

Lena, IL           815-369-2169
Monroe, WI   608-325-9794

Most Stumps:

$10-$30

342043

Werhane Total Truck Repair
Straight Trucks - Semis - Dump

Trucks - Farm Type Vehicles
including Farm Tractors

FAIR • FAST • FRIENDLY
• Clutches • Brakes • Welding (Steel & Aluminum) • Electrical 

• Lube & Oil Change • Suspension • King Pins • Transmission & Drive Line 
• Differentials • Tune Ups • Over Hauls • Minor Body Work 

• Tractor-Trailer Wash • Air Conditioning

KEEP US IN MIND FOR ALL YOUR REPAIR NEEDS
Ask for Brian 

Call Now!
815-369-4574

Werhane Enterprises
509 E. Main St. • Lena • 815-369-4574                 2020-7-15-2020-12

376181

Photo challenge 
moves to forest 
near Elizabeth

 The Jo Daviess Conservation 
Foundation’s Frame Your Family 
photo challenge moved to Schurmeier 
Teaching Forest this week.

 For those not familiar with the 
campaign, a large, wooden frame 
is placed somewhere on each of the 
foundation’s six public preserves for 
a period of two weeks.  Families are 
invited to find it, take a group selfie, 
upload the photo to Facebook and 
then tag JDCF.

 Those “framing” their families 
at three of the six preserves will be 
given a one-year membership to 
JDCF.

 The teaching forest is located 147 
E. Reusch Road south of Elizabeth.  

 For more information, visit www.
jdcf.org, or call Jess Hepker at 815-
858-9100.

    your source for on-line news: RVPNEWS.COM
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These fine businesses would like to extend a big CONGRATULATIONS 
to all the Graduating Seniors from the Class of 2020

Congratulations River Ridge Class of 2020

James Allen Ray Allen Sean Anderson Brianna Boop Patrick Cahill C. J. Cowell Joe Diaz Natalie Eadie

Andrew Green Lydia Groezinger Madeline Klippert Julianna Kuzniar Brandon Lamping Dylan Landwer Derek Lehman Arthur Lietz

Andrew Merkle Sara Miller Zach Nolan Tayden Patterson Abby Richmond Jecca Sample Destiny Schwartz Kheegan Stines

Madison Stulc Raiden Taifa Joe Tippett Dalton Wachter Kate Walters Riley Wolter Andy Wurster

Valedictorian:
Kathryn 
Walters

Salutatorian:
Julianna 
Kuzniar

66473

Hartzell’s IGA
Warren • 815-745-3311

T H E

315833

Elizabeth • 815-858-2225
Hanover • 815-591-2201
www.appleriverstatebank.com

314982

Elizabeth Fast Stop
Elizabeth • 815-858-9300

346210

Apple Canyon Lake P.O.A.
& Apple Canyon Lake Golf Course

Congratulations to ALL Area Graduates!

68174Congratulations to ALL Area 
Graduates- Stockton Auto Supply

STAR initiative starts 2020 enrollment
 The Saving Tomorrow’s Agriculture 

Resources (STAR) has announced it has started 
enrollment for farmers for the 2020 crop year.

 As summer settles in and crops are 
growing throughout the Midwest, it’s time for 
farmers and landowners to reap the results of 
investing in conservation practices on their 
fields. Participating is free and as simple as 
completing a field form at the STAR website: 
https://starfreetool.com. 

 Paper field forms are also available for 
download from the site. 2020 field forms will 
be available through next January.

 If STAR participants are interested in getting 
field forms locally, several county SWCDs or 
farm bureaus serve as local administrators of 
the program.

 STAR is an innovative conservation 
program in Illinois and several other states 

that helps farmers and landowners track how 
well they are caring for soil and water while 
producing their crops, via the free, handy 
STAR field evaluation tool.

 The initiative touts several key benefits: 
decreasing nutrient loss from the soil, 
improving water quality, helping farmers show 
their stewardship, increasing farm resilience, 
and positioning farms for future market 
opportunities.

 The Champaign County Soil and Water 
Conservation District (CCSWCD) created 
STAR in 2017 to meet agricultural goals in the 
state’s Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy plan.

 That plan, developed by the state’s 
Department of Agriculture and Environmental 
Protection Agency, lays out a comprehensive 
suite of best management practices for reducing 
nutrient loads from wastewater treatment 

plants, urban, and agricultural runoff. Similar 
strategies have been developed by 11 other 
states in the Mississippi River Basin since 
2015.

 “We created STAR to show farmers how 
easy it can be to prevent runoff, protect our 
water supplies, and promote soil health. 
And every year, we see more participants 
eager to invest in a stronger future with the 
STAR tool,” said Bruce Henrikson, STAR 
program coordinator through CCSWCD. 
“We will continue to show more farmers and 
landowners that the time and effort to promote 
sustainable practices produces great returns 
on their investment, and necessary protections 
for the health of our soil and water, and our 
nation.”

 STAR has been well received in its short 
lifetime. In 2019, 214 participants on 1,175 

fields and 83,592 acres embraced the power of 
STAR and organizations in Iowa and Missouri 
plan to offer the tool as well.

 STAR participants complete a field form 
which assigns points for everything from 
cover crops used, to the kinds of fertilizer 
used for nutrient management at different 
points before and during the growing season, 
to various possible conservation practices 
used on that field to prevent runoff into nearby 
water sources.

 STAR uses a science committee of industry 
experts, university researchers and farmers 
to ensure the field forms accurately represent 
nutrient loss reduction and how those affect the 
natural resources of the state. Fields are then 
ranked on the 5-star scale, and participants can 
receive a free sign for their fields to identify 
their STAR designation.
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Northern Illinois & Southern Wisconsin

For Classified 
Advertising Call Classifieds

Business Hours:

%
(815) 369-4112
(815) 947-3353
Fax: (815) 369-9093

Mon.-Fri.
9:30 am-4:30 pm
For your convenience
Visa & Mastercard

are accepted

FIND YOUR NEXT JOB 
IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

FOR RENTEMPLOYMENT REAL ESTATE

GARAGE 
SALES

FOR SALE

Help Wanted

Drivers

SPINHIRNE 
TRANSFER
Looking for drivers.

Must have good driving record.
We are local and regional 

commodity hauling company.
We provide a very competitive 
hourly wage plus paid vacation.

Contact Greg Spinhirne
at

815-275-4215 
to schedule an interview

327803

2nd Shift Cheese Makers Assistant
• HOURS: Monday - Friday 3 p.m.
 to Midnight
• Paid Time Off/Holidays
• Insurance & 401K

• Skills & Qualifications:
 Maintain very good attendance
 Able to lift 50 lbs on a consistent basis
 Work in hot, humid and wet environment
 Stand and walk on a constant basis
 Take direction from supervisor

Apply at Torkelsoncheese.com
or in person at:

Torkelson Cheese
9453 W. Louisa Road

Lena, IL 61048
815-369-4265 376309

Apartments

316524

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing, your hometown newspapers 

serving the stateline has an opening for an experienced 
Media Sales Representative to call on current and new 
accounts in a protected sales territory. 

Growing area with many new businesses, this is a great 
opportunity for the right applicant.

We publish newspapers, shoppers and niche publications 
throughout the stateline. You have the opportunity to sell 
into all Rock Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making 
your paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising

Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

PART TIME farm help needed 
for tractor work. Must have farm 
experience and driver’s license. 
Excellent wages. 815-291-2381

Help Wanted

Monroe, WI ColonyBrands.com

MUST BE 
16 YEARS OLD1st & 2nd SHIFT

& Affiliates 

NOW HIRING!

Equal Opportunity Employer  M/F/D/V/H

800-487-9477

TEXT  to 97211
ColonyJobs

Monday - Friday

8am-4:30pm

$16.00/ PER
HOUR

Attendance & 
Production Base 
Incentives

Now Conducting
PHONE INTERVIEWS!

Forklift Operators
Lineworkers
Machine Operators

or
VISIT

Apply
Today!

Enforcing 6 ft social distancing 
Protective barriers added to workflows 
Face masks are provided
Temperature Scans
Continuous facility cleaning & sanitation 

Your safety is first, below is 
what we are doing to ensure that.

Up to:

377002

NOW RENTING
62 yrs of age or older
Handicap/Disabled 
Regardless of age

Small pets welcome
PEPPERMINT SQUARE APTS

LENA, IL 
• 1 bedroom apartments available
• Remodeled with new appliances 
and A/C and many more updates

• Rent based on 30% Adjusted Income

Schaible Properties
815-369-5147

This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer

360503

Other For Rent

Old School Apartments
Quiet efficiency, full kitchen, 

new carpet, rent includes 
water and cable TV. Nice 

clean private unit. No 
smoking, no pets. Security 

entry system. If you like 
loud parties this is NOT the 
place for you! $380.00 plus 

deposit.
815-369-4334 376340

Lots/Acreage
FOR RENT JUDA, WI 180 acres. 
waterways not included in 180 ac. 
South of Geese Rd. West of O.K. 
Rd. 815-291-2381

LAND FOR RENT 140 acres for 
the 2020-21 season in the Oran-
geville area. 815-291-2381

Other Real Estate
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real 
estate advertising in this newspa-
per is subject to the Fair Housing 
Act which makes it illegal to ad-
vertise any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, disability, fa-
miliar/ status or national origin, 
or an intention to make any such 
preference,  limitation or discrimi-
nation. Familial status includes 
children under the age of 18 living 
with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people se-
curing custody of children under 
18. This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation of 
the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings ad-
vertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimina-
tion call HUD toll-free at 1-900-
669-9777. The toll-free tele phone 
number for the hearing impaired 
is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL 
HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

Garage Sales
109 E. LENA ST (back alley) 
Moving sale, rain or shine, July 
10 8-7:30p.m. July 11 8-4 NO 
EARLY BIRDS. end tables, M 
and W clothes sm-4XL, girls in-
fant-14/16, infant tub, toys, tools, 
cookbooks and books, Thirty-one 
bags, household, sm. kitchen ap-
pliances, portable dishwasher, 
DVD’s, IPOD docking station, 
chainsaw, skill saw, totes, love 
seat, holiday decor, TV’s, phone 
systems, ceiling fan, chandelier, 
king comforter set, misc.

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This pub-
lication does not knowingly ac-
cept fraudulent or deceptive ad-
vertising. Readers are cautioned 
to thoroughly investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for money 
in advance.

Call

815-369-4112
to place 

your
classified 

ads
DEADLINE 
IS 4PM ON 

FRIDAY

22
27

84

the Scoop Today
Serving the communities in Jo Daviess County

Shopper’s Guide
Serving the communities in Stephenson County
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MOWERY AUTO PARTSUsed aUto parts 
for most makes and models

locating service available

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks

278053

Sanitary Sewer Main cleaning 
will take place the week of July 
6 through July 17 from Logan 
Street south of tracks to the east 
edge of town.

July 15 Sanitary Sewer smoke 
testing will take place on Fremont 
Street, Bank Street and Lena 
Street from Schuyler Street east.

377141

Village of Lena
v v v v v v
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2AUTOMOTIVE

Automobiles
1990 CHRYSLER IMPERIAL 
Unique car in very nice condition. 
White/red. $4,995 262-325-3541

2005 CHRYSLER CONVERT-
IBLE LTD Low miles, stored in 
winter, mint cond., must see! 
$6995.00, 262-723-5710 or 262-
903-5441.

Automobiles 
Wanted

TOP DOLLAR FOR YOUR FULL 
SIZE JUNK TRUCKS & SUV’s. 
Haul away 7 days a week. 262-
758-1807

Bicycles
(2) CROSSROADS SPORTS 
Specialized 7-speed bikes LIKE 
NEW. Ridden less than 2 miles. 
Includes helmets, bottle cages, 
head/rear lights, locks, computer-
ized odometers & manuals. Black 
Mens bike & purple Ladies bike. 
$1,100 value. Now $600 for both. 
Call 262-325-1681.

Boats
16’ BLUEFIN FISHING BOAT 85 
HP., trolling motor, two graphs, 
4hp. kicker. $1,700 262-537-2724

1988 THOMPSON I/O 3.7 liter, 
Motor runs well, needs work. With 
trailer. $1400. OBO. 262-758-
0770.

1994 20’ COBALT excellent 
cond., only 312 hrs, 2003 Cobalt 
2 axle trailer, like new. $12,000 
815-751-2376

PRINCECRAFT PRO 167 BT, 
40hp tiller with power trim, trailer 
including spare tire and tongue 
jack, 1998 newer Minn Kota 55 
power drive, new Hummingbird 
Helix 5 sonar gps, new cover, fully 
serviced water ready, stored in-
side. Only $5750. mbgamz@aol.
com or call Mike 262-492-2694.

Campers and RVs
NORTH STAR TRUCK CAMPER 
Queen size bed over cab. Fully 
self contained, has many extras & 
outside awning. Great condition. 
$2,500. 815-633-0216.

Farm Machinery
IHC SINGLE AXLE GRAIN 
TRUCK Licensed  up to 26,000 
lbs. Good condition. $3,500 OB0 
262-534-3397

JD TRACTOR-LOADER 4020 
Power shift, 1967, 1000 hrs. since 
motor rebuilt. $14,800,45 414-
702-2234

Motorcycles
2005 HD ULTRA CLASSIC Flht-
cui. 31559 mile & 2008 HD Flstc 
Heritage Soft Tail 17617 miles. 
Call (262) 763-2056

2006 HARLEY DAVIDSON Ul-
tra classic, loaded, best of ev-
erything, custom paint, low mi., 
$30,000 invested, asking $11,000 
OBO. 262-930-4618.

2009 HARLEY DAVIDSON XL 
883C Sportster Custom. Only 
3995 miles. Excellent condition. 
$4,000. OBO. 262-716-3068.

2013 HONDA SILVER WING 
600 cc Scooter,1,050mi.,anti lock 
brakes, $600 Corbin seat, like 
new cond, cost new $9,000. Sell-
ing price $6,995. OBO 262-723-
5710 or 262-903-5441.

Sports/Classic 
Cars

1995 CADILlAC CONCOR No 
winters. 77,000 miles. $3,900. 
262-723-8641.

Sport Utilities
2000 GRAND CHEROKEE 
JEEP New brakes & tires. Good 
runner. Less than 99k. $3500 
OBO. 262-473-1850.

Trucks & Trailers
1989 FORD F150 Lariat 2WD, 
4.9. 8 ft. W/cap, 82K Can text 
(262) 989-4112

1998 CUBE VAN white, 16 foot 
box, needs work, $295 stored in 
Delavan. 262-949-6997 text pref-
fered.

1998 FORD RANGER, 4X4, with 
cap, automatic, power, transmis-
sion fluid leak, $975. 262-949-
6997 text preferred.

CHEVY SINGLE AXLE GRAIN 
TRUCK Licensed to 26,000 lbs. 
Good condition. $4,500 OBO. 
262-534-3397.

Vans, Mini Vans
2001 FORD, E-150 1/2 ton van, 
white, 4.2 liter. Great for camping 
or work! $595 Delavan location. 
262-949-6997 text preferred.

2008 CHEVROLET UPLANDER 
150,000 MILES. $3,500. 262-
723-8641.

To place an ad in our
Help Wanted Section

Call Laurie at
(815) 369-4112

By Jerry Nowicki 
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

 A federal judge on July 2 denied 
a request for a temporary restraining 
order that would have allowed Illi-
nois Republican Party groups to host 
large fundraising events. 

 In the lawsuit, the state GOP ar-
gued that Gov. JB Pritzker’s 50-per-
son cap on gathering sizes — which 
was a 10-person cap when the law-
suit was filed—does not apply to 
religious organizations, and the gov-
ernor “declined to enforce” his order 
against protesters demanding an end 
to systemic racism.

 The GOP — along with the Will 
County Republican Central Commit-
tee, Schaumburg Township Republi-
can Organization and Northwest Side 
GOP Club — argued that applying 
those exemptions to protestors and 
religious institutions but not to po-
litical parties created an “unconsti-
tutional content-based restriction on 
speech,” according to a court docu-
ment.

 That, the Republicans claimed, 
was a violation of their First and 14th 
Amendment rights under the U.S. 
Constitution, which grant freedoms 
of speech and demonstration, as well 
as equal protections under the law. 

 U.S. District Court Judge Sara L. 
Ellis, of the Northern District of Il-
linois’ Eastern Division, denied the 
request for a temporary order that 
would allow the GOP to resume large 
gatherings, stating that granting the 
relief “would pose serious risks to 
public health.”

 “The number of COVID-19 in-
fections continues to rise across the 
United States, which has led some 

states to recently impose greater 
restrictions on gatherings and ac-
tivities,” Ellis wrote in her ruling. 
“COVID-19 is highly contagious 
and continues to spread, requiring 
public officials to constantly evaluate 
the best method by which to protect 
residents’ safety against the economy 
and a myriad of other concerns.”

 Illinois GOP Chairman Tim 
Schneider said lawyers were already 
working on an appeal.

 “We are disappointed with today’s 
results and obviously disagree with 
the ruling,” Schneider said in a state-
ment.

 “Our fight to secure our First 
Amendment right is not over, how-
ever. Our lawyers have immediately 
begun the process for appealing the 
decision.”

 In its June 15 court filing, the GOP 
argued political parties “are for polit-
ical expression what churches are for 
religious expression: the corporate 
manifestation of speech and interac-
tion within a community of shared 
belief.”

 “Yet, unlike churches, political 
parties are barred from gathering in 
groups greater than 10 (now 50) un-
der the governor’s executive order,” 
the party continued. “And unlike 
protestors against police brutality, 
they have not been given an exemp-
tion based on his sympathy, recogni-
tion, and participation.”

 Ellis, however, argued that Pritz-
ker’s order “involves reasonable 
measures intended to protect public 
health while preserving avenues for 
First Amendment activities.”

 “Plaintiffs ask that they be al-
lowed to gather—without limita-

Judge denies GOP request to 
allow large political gatherings 

Says granting restraining order ‘would pose
 serious risks to public health’

tion—despite the advice of medical 
experts and the current rise in infec-
tions.

 The risks in doing so are too 
great,” she wrote. “The Court ac-
knowledges that Plaintiffs’ interest 
in gathering as a political party is 
important, especially leading up to 
an election. But this interest does 
not outweigh the governor’s interest 
in protecting the health of Illinois’ 
residents during this unprecedented 
public health crisis.”

 The judge also wrote that many 
political activities are still allowed, 
such as “phone banks, virtual strate-
gy meetings, and, as of Friday, June 
26, gatherings like fundraisers and 
meet-and-greet coffees that do not 
exceed 50 people.”

 Moreover, allowing the GOP to 
hold mass gatherings would “open 
the floodgates to challenges from 
other groups that find in-person gath-
erings most effective,” she wrote, 
agreeing with one of the state’s argu-
ments. 

 “An injunction that allows plain-
tiffs to gather in large groups so that 
they can engage in more effective 
speech is simply not in the public 
interest. Such relief would expand 
beyond any gatherings and nega-
tively impact non-parties by increas-
ing their risk of exposure. Thus, the 
harms tilt significantly in the gov-
ernor’s favor as he seeks to prevent 
the spread of this virulent virus,” she 
concluded. 

 Ellis said the GOP failed to prove 
the state selectively chose not to en-
force its order against protestors. The 
governor also did not take action 
against Reopen Illinois protestors 
during the stay-at-home order, she 
pointed out.

 “Plaintiffs have failed to point to 
a single instance in which they, or 
anyone similarly situated, protest-
ed with political messages and state 
officials enforced the order against 
them because of this content,” she 
wrote. “Thus, the court has no ba-
sis by which to evaluate whether the 
governor has selectively enforced the 
order.”

 The judge did, however, agree that 
the government engaged in “con-
tent-based discrimination” by allow-
ing churches to gather. 

 “When a gathering is still allowed 
based on the speech involved, the 
government has engaged in con-
tent-based discrimination. The court 
finds that by exempting free exercise 
of religion from the gathering limit, 
the order creates a content-based re-
striction,” she wrote. 

 An appeal had not been filed as of 
July 2, and the full case is still pend-
ing in Ellis’ court. 

your source for on-line news:
RVPNEWS.

COM
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
15TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

COUNTY OF JO DAVIESS
CITIZENS STATE BANK, an Illinois 
Banking Corporation,
    Plaintiff,
  vs.
SERGIO J. GONZALEZ, CHECO’S 
FAMILY RESTAURANT & PIZZERIA, 
INC.; UNKNOWN OWNERS; and 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,
    Defendants. 

2019-CH-46
AMENDED NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclo-
sure and Sale entered in the above-cap-
tioned cause on February 13, 2020, an 
agent of the Jo Daviess County Sheriff’s 
Office will at 10:00 a.m. on July 15, 2020, 
at the Jo Daviess County Courthouse, 
330 North Bench Street, Third Floor, Ga-
lena, Illinois 61036, sell at public auction 
to the highest bidder, as set forth below, 
the following described real estate:

PIN: Parcel No. 1: 43-17-001-597-06 
Stockton

Parcel No. 2: 43-17-001-597-07 Stock-
ton

Commonly known as: 632 and 642 S. 
Main Street, Stockton, Illinois 61085

The property is non-residential property.
The judgment amount was $165,933.31 

together with interest thereon at the stat-
utory rate plus additional costs, including 
publication costs, court costs, attorneys’ 
fees and expenses of sale.

Sale Terms: 25 percent down of the 
highest bid by certified funds at the close 
of the auction; the balance, in certified 
funds, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. 
The subject property is subject to general 
real estate taxes, special assessments, 
or special taxes levied against said real 
estate and is offered for sale without any 
representations as to quality or quantity of 
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and is 
“AS IS” condition. The sale is further sub-
ject to confirmation by the Court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, 
the purchaser will receive a Certificate of 
Sale that will entitle the purchaser to a 
deed to the real estate after confirmation 
of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for in-
spection and Plaintiff makes no represen-
tation as to the condition of the property. 
Prospective bidders are admonished to 
check the court file to verify all informa-
tion.

Persons wishing information regarding 
the real estate may contact:
Joel Kempel - Citizens State Bank
102 West Main Street, 
Lena, Illinois 61048-9247
Phone: (815) 369-4524
Dated this 12th day of June, 2020.
YALDEN, OLSEN & WILLETTE
By: /s/ Craig A. Willette
Craig A. Willette, Attorney for
Citizens State Bank, Plaintiff
Yalden, Olsen & Willette
Craig Willette - 3021211
838 North Main Street,

Rockford, IL 61103-6906
(815) 965-8635 | craigwillette@comcast.
net
I3151748 

(Published in The Scoop Today
June 24, July 1 & 8, 2020)

375966

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE 
15TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON COUNTY - FREEPORT, 
ILLINOIS

US Bank Trust, N.A., not in its individual 
capacity, but solely as owner Trustee for 
VRMTG Asset Trust
    PLAINTIFF
  Vs.
The Schreiner Family Trust dated 
2/15/07; et. al.
    DEFENDANTS

2020CH2
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE

OF REAL ESTATE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

that pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclo-
sure and Sale entered in the above cause 
on 06/09/2020, the Sheriff of Stephenson 
County, Illinois will on August 7, 2020 at 
the hour of 9:30 AM at Stephenson Coun-
ty Courthous 

15 North Galena Avenue 1st Floor, 
West door of courthouse Freeport, IL 
61032, or in a place otherwise designated 
at the time of sale, County of Stephenson 
and State of Illinois, sell at public auction 
to the highest bidder for cash, as set forth 
below, the following described real estate:

PIN 18-13-35-177-003
Improved with Single Family Home
COMMONLY KNOWN AS:  41 Park 

Crest Dr Freeport, IL 61032
Sale terms: 10% down of the highest 

bid by certified funds at the close of the 
auction; The balance, including the Judi-
cial sale fee for Abandoned Residential 
Property Municipality Relief Fund, which 
is calculated at the rate of $1 for each 
$1,000 or fraction thereof of the amount 
paid by the purchaser not to exceed $300, 
in certified funds, is due within twenty-four 
(24) hours. The subject property is sub-
ject to general real estate taxes, special 
assessments, or special taxes levied 
against said real estate and is offered 
for sale without any representation as to 
quality or quantity of title and without re-
course to Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition. 
The sale is further subject to confirmation 
by the court.

If the property is a condominium and the 
foreclosure takes place after 1/1/2007, 
purchasers other than the mortgagees will 
be required to pay any assessment and 
legal fees due under The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and 
(g)(4).

If the property is located in a common 
interest community, purchasers other 
than mortgagees will be required to pay 
any assessment and legal fees due under 
the Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1).

If the sale is set aside for any reason, 
the Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled 

only to a return of the deposit paid. The 
Purchaser shall have no further recourse 
against the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or 
the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, 
the purchaser shall receive a Certificate of 
Sale, which will entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after Confirmation 
of the sale. The successful purchaser has 
the sole responsibility/expense of evicting 
any tenants or other individuals presently 
in possession of the subject premises.

The property will NOT be open for in-
spection and Plaintiff makes no represen-
tation as to the condition of the property. 
Prospective bidders are admonished to 
check the Court file to verify all informa-
tion.

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION 
FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF 
THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLO-
SURE LAW.

For information: Examine the court file 
or contact Plaintiff’s attorney: Codilis & 
Associates, P.C., 15W030 North Front-
age Road, Suite 100, Burr Ridge, IL 
60527, (630) 794-9876. Please refer to 
file number 14-19-08946.
I3151806 

(Published in The Shopper’s Guide 
June 24, July 1 & 8, 2020)
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
15TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

COUNTY OF JO DAVIESS
APPLE RIVER STATE BANK, 
an Illinois Banking Corporation,
    Plaintiff,
  vs.
PAUL D. IRWIN a/k/a PAUL DAN IRWIN, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS,
    Defendants.

2017-CH-9
SECOND AMENDED NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that pursuant to an Amended Judgment 
of Foreclosure and Sale entered in the 
above-captioned cause on February 13, 
2020, an agent of the Jo Daviess County 
Sheriff’s Office will at 10:00 a.m. on Au-
gust 12, 2020, at the Jo Daviess Coun-
ty Courthouse, 330 North Bench Street, 
Third Floor, Galena, Illinois 61036, sell at 
public auction to the highest bidder, as set 
forth below, the following described real 
estate:

Commonly known as: 1709 South Sum-
mit Drive, Stockton, Illinois 61085

Permanent Index Number(s): 43-17-
000-069-13

The property is residential property.
The amended judgment amount was 

$144,641.18 together with interest there-
on at the statutory rate plus additional 
costs, including publication costs, court 
costs, attorneys’ fees and expenses of 
sale.

Sale Terms: 25 percent down of the 

highest bid by certified funds at the close 
of the auction; the balance, in certified 
funds, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. 
The subject property is subject to general 
real estate taxes, special assessments, 
or special taxes levied against said real 
estate and is offered for sale without any 
representations as to quality or quantity of 
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and is 
“AS IS” condition. The sale is further sub-
ject to confirmation by the Court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, 
the purchaser will receive a Certificate of 
Sale that will entitle the purchaser to a 
deed to the real estate after confirmation 
of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for in-
spection and Plaintiff makes no represen-
tation as to the condition of the property. 
Prospective bidders are admonished to 
check the court file to verify all informa-
tion.

Persons wishing information regarding 
the real estate may contact:
Valerie J. Stocks - Apple River State Bank
135 E. Main Street, Warren, Illinois 61087
Phone: (815) 745-2194
Dated this 26th day of June, 2020.
YALDEN, OLSEN & WILLETTE
By: /s/ Craig A. Willette
Craig A. Willette, Attorney for
Citizens State Bank, Plaintiff
Yalden, Olsen & Willette
Craig Willette - 3021211
838 North Main Street
Rockford, IL 61103-6906
(815) 965-8635 | craigwillette@comcast.
net
I3152254 

(Published in The Scoop Today
July 8, 15 & 22, 2020)
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE 
15TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON COUNTY - FREEPORT, 
ILLINOIS

HSBC Bank USA, National Association 
as trustee for Deutsche Mortgage 
Securities, Inc. Mortgage Loan Trust, 
Series 2004-5
    PLAINTIFF
  Vs.
Tammy Tobin; et. al.
    DEFENDANTS

2019CH46
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE

OF REAL ESTATE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

that pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclo-
sure and Sale entered in the above cause 
on 06/23/2020, the Sheriff of Stephenson 
County, Illinois will on August 7, 2020 at 
the hour of 9:30 AM at Stephenson Coun-
ty Courthouse 15 North Galena Avenue 
1st Floor, West door of courthouse Free-
port, IL 61032, or in a place otherwise 
designated at the time of sale, County 
of Stephenson and State of Illinois, sell 
at public auction to the highest bidder for 
cash, as set forth below, the following de-
scribed real estate:

PIN 18-14-31-452-027
Improved with Single Family Home

COMMONLY KNOWN AS:  1135 South 
Oak Avenue Freeport, IL 61032

Sale terms: 10% down of the highest 
bid by certified funds at the close of the 
auction; The balance, including the Judi-
cial sale fee for Abandoned Residential 
Property Municipality Relief Fund, which 
is calculated at the rate of $1 for each 
$1,000 or fraction thereof of the amount 
paid by the purchaser not to exceed $300, 
in certified funds, is due within twenty-four 
(24) hours. The subject property is sub-
ject to general real estate taxes, special 
assessments, or special taxes levied 
against said real estate and is offered 
for sale without any representation as to 
quality or quantity of title and without re-
course to Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition. 
The sale is further subject to confirmation 
by the court.

If the property is a condominium and the 
foreclosure takes place after 1/1/2007, 
purchasers other than the mortgagees will 
be required to pay any assessment and 
legal fees due under The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and 
(g)(4).

If the property is located in a common 
interest community, purchasers other 
than mortgagees will be required to pay 
any assessment and legal fees due under 
the Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1).

If the sale is set aside for any reason, 
the Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled 
only to a return of the deposit paid. The 
Purchaser shall have no further recourse 
against the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or 
the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, 
the purchaser shall receive a Certificate of 
Sale, which will entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after Confirmation 
of the sale. The successful purchaser has 
the sole responsibility/expense of evicting 
any tenants or other individuals presently 
in possession of the subject premises.

The property will NOT be open for in-
spection and Plaintiff makes no represen-
tation as to the condition of the property. 
Prospective bidders are admonished to 
check the Court file to verify all informa-
tion.

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION 
FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF 
THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLO-
SURE LAW.

For information: Examine the court file 
or contact Plaintiff’s attorney: Codilis & 
Associates, P.C., 15W030 North Front-
age Road, Suite 100, Burr Ridge, IL 
60527, (630) 794-9876. Please refer to 
file number 14-19-03000.
I3152298 

(Published in The Shopper’s Guide 
July 8, 15 & 22, 2020)
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• REAL ESTATE •

Illinois Extension expands programming, continues virtual 4-H shows in August
 The University of Illinois Extension will 

allow staff and volunteers to resume limited 
in-person gatherings in August, consistent with 
the public health and safety guidelines outlined 
in Phase 4 of the Restore Illinois plan. 

 While long-term solutions to managing 
the coronavirus are in development, 
Illinois Extension will continue delivering 
programming — both virtual and in-person 
— that supports families, businesses and 
communities across the state.

 Effective Aug. 1, in-person events for 
groups of up to 10 people may resume, with 

group limits expanding up to 25 on Aug. 16. 
All program participants and staff will be 
required to practice social distancing measures, 
including wearing a face covering.

 While small group activities may resume, 
larger Illinois Extension events will continue 
in a virtual format. 

 All 4-H general project and 4-H livestock 
shows and exhibitions scheduled through 
August 31 will move online to a virtual 
exhibition platform called FairEntry. All 
overnight camps also are canceled through the 
end of August.

 “We know that many of our 4-H members 
and their families have felt the loss of the 
in-person 4-H shows that are such an iconic 
part of summertime in Illinois,” says Lisa 
Diaz, assistant dean and director of Illinois 
4-H. “But early feedback from our families 
who have participated in a virtual 4-H show 
already this summer is that it’s still a great 
learning opportunity that provides a showcase 
experience for 4-H members.”

 Over the course of the fall, Illinois 
Extension will continue a phased return to 
in-person programming to ensure that proper 

safety protocols, space management plans, and 
public health requirements are fully adopted by 
the organization.

 To learn more about upcoming events and 
activities, visit https://extension.illinois.edu/
global/events.

your source for on-line news:
RVPNEWS.

COM
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 AUCTION
VERA HAAS EST.

MONDAY, JULY 13    3:30 P.M.
1440 W. ROTZLER ST., FREEPORT

HOUSEHOLD: usual household items; Sony TV; lift chair; daybed; 
walker w/seat; wheelchair; ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES: kid’s 
cash register; train; 65 GTO model; farm toys; kids’ books & games; 
hobby horse; sleds; German accordion; tin plane; Kids’ Structo 
kitchen set; photo & postcard albums; metal stroller; costume 
jewelry; 1847 Rogers w/case; ladies hankies; drop-leaf table/4 chairs; 
hutch; glassware; 3 gal. star crock; cedar chest; plat books; GARAGE 
ITEMS: like new Toro 6.75 22in. self-propelled mower; Dremel; lawn 
ornaments; hand tools; MANY MORE ITEMS.

TERMS: CASH OR CHECK
MUST HAVE PHOTO ID TO REGISTER

JIM CALHOUN, AUCTIONEER IL LIC.440000333 MT. CARROLL 
815-244-9660

FOR FULL LISTING & PICTURES www.calhounauction.com
376744

SATURDAY, AUG. 15 • 9 A.M.
SCHRADER FARM EQUIP. AUCTION

5995 IL 75 E. • Dakota, IL
Selling: Tractors, field equipment, livestock equipment, 
fencing, shop & yard equipment, hay & straw, vehicles. 

NO guns or household items. 
Get listings in NOW to advertise. 815-449-2215

377077

 
110 E Murray Street 

Browntown, WI 53522 
(608) 439-5760 

 Website: www.powersauction.com                     
E-mail: powersauctionsvc@gmail.com 

Follow Us on Facebook! 

Stateline Consignment Auction      
LIVE - VIRTUAL AUCTION

Saturday, July 11, 2020 – Starting at 9:00 AM
Auction Location: 101 E Murray Street, Browntown, WI 53522

Farm Equipment – Construction Equipment – Skid Steers – Attachments 
– Hay & Forage Equipment – Planting & Tillage – Trucks – Trailers – 

Lawn & Garden – Recreational Equipment and More!

NEW to Stateline Auctions: July 14th Timed Auction
Stateline Auctions Timed Auction will feature miscellaneous Farm, 

Construction and Truck Support Equipment, Lawn and Garden and More!

To Preview Updated Equipment Catalog, 
Register and Bid Online, Please Visit our 

Website at www.powersauction.com
Online Bidding Available Through Proxibid.com and Equipmentfacts.com

Equipment is Available for Inspection From Now Until Auction Day!

Family Owned and Operated Since 1948 

377137

DWIGHT PETERSON ESTATE & OTHERS
LAWNMOWER, TOOLS & OUTDOOR 

ITEMS AUCTION
507 E. MAIN ST. • LENA

THURSDAY Evening, July 9, 2020 - 5:00 P.M.

LOBDELL AUCTION SERVICE - 815-238-0832
IL LICENSE  #440000644 - www.lobdellauctionservice.com

NOTE: Auction will be held outside of auction building, so rain date will 
be Friday Evening, July 10 at 5:00 P.M. ALL health guidelines/regulations 
regarding COVID-19 will be observed and followed.
LAWNMOWER & LAWN EQUIP.: Toro Timecutter SS5000 Zero-
Turn 50” lawn mower w/23Hp Kawasaki engine and ONLY 160 hours 
– EXCELLENT CONDITION; Honda HRX217 self-propelled push 
mower; Fimco 15-gallon pull sprayer; plastic lawn dump cart; NEW 
plastic lawn roller; JD lawn sweep; Agri-Fab thatcher; (2) garden 
drag sections; B&D elec. leaf blower/vacuum; Stihl gas weed eaters 
lawn/garden tools; TOOLS, GARAGE SUPPLIES & MISC. ITEMS: 
Louisville fiberglass 24’ ext. ladder; fiberglass 12’ ladder section; wood 
stepladder; roof scraper; 2-T floor jack; 2-wheel dollies; Waterloo 
rolling tool box base; Waterloo & Craftsman tool boxes; rolling tool 
cart; power & hand tools; NEW 6” Pittsburg drill press vise; come-
a-long; log chains; tow strap; galvanized & plastic garbage cans; live 
trap; pair steel wheels; galvanized tubs for flowers; cement Eagle & 
deer lawn ornaments; glass top patio table & chairs; (2) metal swivel 
base patio chairs; plastic patio chairs; CAMPING & FISHING: child’s 
wood picnic table; Shakespeare trolling motor; Coleman camping 
stove, lantern & sleeping bags; bag chairs; turkey fryer; fishing poles 
& tackle. 
TERMS: CASH or GOOD CHECK

377150

By Peter Hancock
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

 The state of Illinois, like most states, 
began a new fiscal year on July 1 and 
the person in charge of managing the 
state’s bank accounts said she fears it 
could be one of the most difficult years 
in modern memory.

 “This is going to be, I think, by far 
perhaps the most challenging year that 
I’ve had to manage as comptroller,” 
state Comptroller Susana Mendoza said 
in an interview July 1. “And that’s say-
ing something because, you know, I had 
to navigate the state through what was, 
when I took office, the worst fiscal cri-
sis that our state had ever experienced, 

that two-year budget impasse.”
 The difference between then and 

now, she said, was that during the 
budget impasse, the state still had rev-
enues flowing in, just no legal author-
ity to spend it. But in the face of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and the near 
shutdown of the state’s economy that 
it forced, Illinois now isn’t seeing any-
thing close to the revenues it will need 
to fund the new budget.

 “You can pass whatever budget you 
want,” she said. “If the revenues don’t 
come in the way you’d like them to, 
then there’s not enough money to go 
around for all of the priorities that are 
represented by that budget. So, at the 

Mendoza: New fiscal year will be even more 
challenging than height of budget impasse

State borrowed heavily to get through year that ended June 30
end of the day, we’ll have to see month-
to-month what our revenues look like. 
It’s so completely up in the air.”

 The financial impact of the pandem-
ic started to appear in state revenues in 
April and May. Before then, Mendoza 
noted, Illinois was in relatively good 
shape with a nominally balanced bud-
get in place and revenues coming in 
greater than expected. The state was 
even making progress on paying down 
its backlog of past-due bills.

 But that all changed in April after 
Gov. JB Pritzker extended the tax filing 
deadline to July 15, which took a big 
bite out of revenues the state normally 
would have seen that month. Mean-
while, the state’s unemployment rate 
shot up to an unprecedented 17.2 per-
cent in April as employers throughout 
Illinois were forced to shut down or 
scale back operations due to the novel 
coronavirus.

 As of July 1, according to the comp-
troller’s website, the bill backlog stood 
at $5.4 billion. But Mendoza said that 
figure doesn’t tell the whole story be-
cause in order to keep the state running, 
it borrowed roughly $2.7 billion.

 That included $1.2 billion from the 
Federal Reserve, just part of the $5 

billion in Fed borrowing that state law-
makers authorized during their special 
session in May. It also included another 
$1.5 billion in interfund borrowing and 
borrowing from idle funds in the state 
treasurer’s office.

 “So that did help me to pay down 
some really important bills that needed 
to be paid of that bill backlog, but it’s 
important to remember that, okay, the 
bill backlog says it’s $5.4 billion, but 
in actuality, we’re still on the hook for 
paying back that $2.7 billion, so we’re 
really looking at, you know, 5.4 plus 
2.7,” or $8.1 billion, she said.

 Among the high-priority bills the 
state paid, she said, were invoices from 
Medicaid providers, including hospi-
tals, which were already reeling from 
revenue losses that resulted when they 
were forced to call off nonemergency 
surgeries and procedures in order to free 
up resources for COVID-19 patients.

 The $1.2 billion in federal borrow-
ing came through a program called the 
Municipal Liquidity Facility, which the 
Federal Reserve Board authorized in 
March to help states and large munic-
ipalities deal with the dramatic falloff 
in revenue they were seeing. Illinois is 
paying 3.8 percent interest on the loan, 

which is due to be paid back by June 30, 
2021.

 However, the plan for paying back 
that money, and any more the state may 
need to borrow this fiscal year, hinges 
on the idea that Congress will pass an-
other economic relief package that will 
include significant relief for states—
something it has not done yet and is still 
the subject of partisan wrangling on 
Capitol Hill.

 Mendoza said there is no way for Il-
linois to make it through this new fiscal 
year without making draconian budget 
cuts if Congress doesn’t come through 
with that aid.

 “Because Illinois is not the only one 
who’s looking at this type of financial 
disaster situation, but every single state 
in the country is going to require fed-
eral government sending financial aid,” 
Mendoza said. “And when I say finan-
cial aid, I don’t mean loans. I mean spe-
cifically grants—money that does not 
have a million strings attached to it that 
would go specifically to help make up 
for lost revenues due to COVID-19.”

 Republicans in Congress, however, 
have been reluctant to accept what they 
see as a “bailout” of state governments, 
many of which, including Illinois, had 
significant financial challenges before 
the pandemic.

In April, U.S. Senate Majority Lead-
er Mitch McConnell, R-Kentucky, 
suggested that some states would be 
better off filing for bankruptcy. Amid 
significant backlash, McConnell 
walked that idea back a few days later 
and suggested a direct aid package—
but only if it included civil immunity 
from COVID-19-related lawsuits for 
employers, which Democrats have not 
been willing to accept.

 Mendoza called the idea that Illinois 
and other states were asking for bailouts 
“laughable,” while noting that Illinois 
receives less in federal benefits from 
Washington than it pays into it. McCo-
nnell’s home state of Kentucky, mean-
while, receives more than $2 in benefits 
for every dollar it sends to Washington.

 “Mitch McConnell must forget that 
it’s states like Illinois and Connecticut 
and California and New York that bail 
out his state of Kentucky every single 
year,” Mendoza said. “He’s used to 
living off of the state of Illinois and the 
state of California and the state of New 
York and the state of Connecticut and 
every other donor state, which by the 
way, most of which happened to be blue 
states.”

 Mendoza said that when it comes to 
paying bills on a month-to-month basis, 
her office will prioritize making sched-
uled debt payments, paying out retire-
ment benefits and making payments to 
public schools. Beyond that, she said, 
everything else in state government will 
be at risk without federal aid.

 “We are far from done with this 
pandemic, so if anybody believes that 
we’re even remotely out of the woods 
yet, they’re imagining things,” she said. 
“We really have yet to see what the 
month to month reduction in revenues 
is going to be. We can try to predict 
them, but this is uncharted territory.”
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