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Spotlight on public works
The Crystal Lake Public Works Department is 

located in the City’s Municipal Complex at 100 W. 
Woodstock St. Staff can be reached, from 7 a.m. to 3 
p.m., Monday through Friday at 815-356-3614. 

The City of Crystal Lake Public Works 
Department currently employs over 55 full-time 
and seasonal staff members in the Engineering, 
Fleets and Facilities, Streets, Water & Sewer, and 
Wastewater divisions. 

Public works staff can help with questions or 
concerns in many areas, including:

• Sidewalks and public construction projects

• Water quality and pressure 
• Potholes 
• Tree trimming, removal and planting 
• Surplus equipment auctions
• Snow removal 
• Mosquito abatement
• Reporting street light outages
• Scheduling water shut offs
• B-Box locations and more 
Online requests can also be made directly to 

Public Works by accessing the Citizen Support 
Center on the City’s website, or at bit.ly/3mTdbRH.

1

402 Center St., Bldg. A • Durand, IL 
815-297-4834

MUSCLE THERAPY CLINIC

388264

Relaxation and 
Therapeutic Massage

Kathy Rothermel
27 years in business

Gift Certificates available for Valentine’s Day!

VOL. 11 • NO. 5	 PUBLISHED BY ROCK VALLEY PUBLISHING, LLC	 THURSDAY, JAN. 21, 2021

www.RVPNews.com

McHenry 
County News

Free!

DISPLAY 
ADVERTISING & 

CLASSIFIEDS:
815-877-4044 

CIRCULATION: 
815-877-4044

E-MAIL: McHenry
News@RV

Publishing.com

1

C a l l  8 1 5 - 3 3 5 - 1 8 0 0
500 East  McNair  Road •  Winnebago,  IL

• Individual apartment homes
• Private patios
• Kitchenettes, walk-in showers
• Full dining services
• Housekeeping & laundry service

• Emergency call system
• 24 hour a day in-house caregivers
• Social and recreational programs
• Access to rehabilitation services

Prairie View 
offers:

386885

WINTERMOVE-IN SPECIAL!

Conservation 
district honored 
for budget 
presentation

McHenry County Conservation Dis-
trict announced that the Government 
Finance Officers Association (GFOA) 
has again honored the conservation 
district with its Distinguished Budget 
Presentation Award for the district’s 
presentation of its budget to the public. 
This award is the highest form of rec-
ognition given for governmental bud-
geting.

To receive the award, a public entity 
must publish a budget document that 
satisfies nationally recognized guide-
lines for effective budget presentation. 
That includes how well the published 
budget meets program criteria as a pol-
icy document, a financial plan, an op-
erations guide, and a communications 
device. 

Budget documents must be rated at 
least “proficient” in all four categories 
and fourteen mandatory criteria within 
those categories to be recognized.

“We congratulate Director of Admin-
istration & Finance Andy Dylak and the 

District finance department for receiv-
ing for the first time, the GFOA Distin-
guished Budget Award! This is the first 
type we applied for the award, and were 
extremely pleased having received it on 
our first submission, testament to our 
focus on increased transparency and 
efficiency in government,” stated Exec-
utive Director Elizabeth Kessler.

There are over 1,600 participants in 
the GFOA’s Budget Awards Program, 
established in 1984 to encourage and 
assist state and local governments to 
prepare budget documents of the high-
est quality. Just 2% of the thousands 
of eligible public entities throughout 
North America are awarded the Dis-
tinguished Budget Presentation Award 
annually.

GFOA is a major professional as-
sociation servicing the needs of more 
than 19,000 appointed and elected lo-
cal, state, and provincial-level govern-
ment officials and other finance practi-
tioners.

Crossing state lines for illicit 
sexual misconduct indictment

A man from Lake in the Hills was 
indicted Jan. 12 by a federal grand 
jury on charges of traveling in in-
terstate commerce for the purpose 
of engaging in illicit sexual con-
duct with a minor. Kevin R. Duffy, 
35, was charged with four counts of 
traveling in interstate commerce for 
the purpose of engaging in illicit sex-
ual conduct with a minor who was 
15 years old and at least four years 
younger than Duffy.

According to the indictment, Duffy 
traveled from Illinois to Kentucky on 
June 25, 2020, July 3, 2020, Aug. 5, 
2020, and Oct. 1, 2020, with the in-

tent to engage in sexual conduct with 
the minor. Duffy has been in custody 
since his arrest on a criminal com-
plaint on Nov. 18, 2020.

Each count of travel with intent 
to engage in illicit sexual conduct 
with a minor carries a maximum po-
tential penalty of up to 30 years in 
prison, and a fine of up to $250,000. 
If convicted, the court must impose 
a reasonable sentence under federal 
sentencing statutes and the advisory 
United States Sentencing Guidelines.

The public is reminded that an in-
dictment contains only charges and is 
not evidence of guilt. The defendant 

is presumed innocent and is entitled 
to a fair trial at which the govern-
ment has the burden of proving guilt 
beyond a reasonable doubt.

The indictment was announced by 
John R. Lausch, Jr., United States 
attorney for the Northern District 
of Illinois; and Emmerson Buie, Jr., 
special agent-in-charge of the Chica-
go 2 Office of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. The Lake in the Hills 
Police Department assisted in the in-
vestigation.

The government is represented by 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Jessica S. 
Maveus.

GOP lawmakers 
introduce ‘fair 
maps’ legislation

Bill similar to failed 2016 
constitutional amendment

By Peter Hancock
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Republicans in the Illinois House said 
Jan. 5 that they hope to use legislation, 
instead of a constitutional amendment, 
to change the way state legislative and 
congressional district lines are redrawn 
every 10 years.

The so-called “fair maps” proposal 
would authorize the General Assembly 
to set up an independent, nonpartisan 
commission to redraw the lines, taking 
that highly political process out of the 
hands of legislators who currently are 
able to use that process to protect them-
selves politically, a process known as 
“gerrymandering.”

Redistricting is a process that all 
states go through following each decen-
nial federal census and one that Illinois 
must complete in the upcoming session 
so that districts can be established in 
time for candidates to file for office in 
time for the 2022 elections.

Rep. Tim Butler, R-Springfield, said 
the measure is similar to the proposed 
constitutional amendment that support-
ers tried to put on the ballot in 2016 be-
fore being blocked by a sharply divided 
Illinois Supreme Court. The main dif-
ference is that it would put the process 
into statute instead of the constitution.

“This is a great way to do it through 
statute to make sure that we have an in-
dependent commission that draws our 

maps this year, gets it out of the hands of 
the leadership of the General Assembly 
and puts it in the hands of a commission 
of citizens to draw fair and equitable 
maps across the state of Illinois,” Butler 
said during a virtual news conference.

In 2016, supporters of such a change 
circulated petitions to put a constitu-
tional amendment on that year’s gen-
eral election ballot. That’s one of three 
ways the current Illinois Constitution 
allows amendments to be considered. 
The others are by a constitutional con-
vention or by a resolution approved by 
a three-fifths majority in both the House 
and Senate.

However, the constitution also limits 
the scope of citizen-initiated amend-
ments “to structural and procedural 
subjects contained in Article IV,” which 
pertains to the General Assembly.

In a 4-3 ruling, the Supreme Court 
blocked the proposal from going onto 
the ballot because the proposed amend-
ment contained elements that also dealt 
with the attorney general and the auditor 
general. 

The legal challenge to the amend-
ment was brought by several indi-
viduals led by John Hooker, a former 
Commonwealth Edison lobbyist who 
is now under indictment for allegedly 
taking part in a bribery scheme aimed 

See LEGISLATION, Page 5

COURTESY PHOTO McHenry County News

   Crystal Lake Public Works Department employees will be ready to remove snow on the city’s 
streets, but can also assist with other areas of resident concern.
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LETTER POLICY
We encourage readers to submit letters to 
the editor. To be considered for publication, 
all letters MUST be signed with the writer’s 

full name. An address and telephone 
number (which will not be printed) must be 
provided for verification purposes. Letters 
exceeding 250 words may be edited for 
length. No potentially libelous letters or 

letters containing personal attacks will be 
printed. Writers are limited to one letter per 
month. Deadline is 5 p.m. Fridays. Send 
letters for the Belvidere Daily Republican 
to: Letters to the Editor, 130 South State 
Street, Suite 101, Belvidere, IL 61008, or 

fax to 815-547-3045.
223447

BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!

10% MORE for jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mini Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Coins 
Flatware • Diamonds • Sterling
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Jan. 4	
Myrtle Tackes, 93; Terrance 

Goodall, 59
Jan. 5

Bonnie Jeffers 92; MaryLou Rus-
sell, 76
Jan. 6

James Margis, 95; Ignac Acos-

ta-Aviles, 89; Norman Heaton, 82
Jan. 8

Julie Quinney, 61; Dorothy Mo-
lander, 92; Robert Coleman, 56
Jan. 9

Scott Neale, 59
Jan. 10

Sandra Walters, 51

Death notices

The American Red Cross and the 
National Football League are team-
ing up this January, during National 
Blood Donor Month, to urge indi-
viduals – especially those who have 
recovered from COVID-19 – to give 
blood and to help tackle the national 
convalescent plasma shortage. Right 
now, more donors are needed to help 
hospital patients.

During this critical time, the Red 
Cross and NFL are thrilled to offer 
all those who come to donate an op-
portunity to receive a special thank 
you this month. Those who come to 
donate blood or platelets this January 
will be automatically entered to win 
two tickets to next year’s Super Bowl 
LVI in Los Angeles. Individuals can 
schedule an appointment to give blood 
today with the American Red Cross by 
visiting RedCrossBlood.org, using the 
Red Cross Blood Donor App, calling 
1-800-RED-CROSS or activating the 
Blood Scheduling Skill for Amazon 
Alexa. 

“Blood and plasma donors who 
have recovered from COVID-19 may 
have the power to help critically ill pa-
tients currently battling the virus,” said 
Dr. Erin Goodhue, Red Cross medical 
director of clinical services. “With 
hospital distributions for convalescent 

plasma increasing about 250 percent 
since October, these generous dona-
tions are vital in helping to save lives 
throughout the winter – a time that is 
often challenging to collect enough 
blood products for those in need.”

As COVID-19 cases have risen 
across the U.S., so has the need for 
convalescent plasma – leading to a 
shortage of this potentially lifesaving 
blood product. Like “special teams” 
units on the field, COVID-19 survi-
vors have a unique ability to make a 
game-changing difference in the lives 
of COVID-19 patients. Individuals 
who have recovered from COVID-19 
may have antibodies in their plasma 
that could provide a patient’s immune 
system the boost it needs to beat the 
virus. 
How those recovered from 
COVID-19 can help

There are two ways COVID-19 
survivors can help – through a con-
valescent plasma donation or by sim-
ply giving whole blood. Plasma from 
whole blood donations that test pos-
itive for COVID-19 antibodies may 
be used to help COVID-19 patients. 
Health emergencies don’t pause for 
holidays, game days or a pandemic – 
blood is needed every two seconds in 
the U.S. to help patients battling injury 

Red Cross teams with NFL during National Blood Donor Month
Give blood now and earn a chance to win a trip to Super Bowl LVI

Local school districts to receive 
second round of CARES Act funding

State Rep. Joe Sosnowski (R-Rockford) shared 
news from the Illinois State Board of Education 
(ISBE) that Illinois is set to receive more than $2.25 
Billion in federal CARES Act funding for local 
schools; more than four times the amount received in 
the initial disbursement of COVID-19 relief last year. 
There will also be a set-aside for nonpublic schools 
in the forthcoming second round of the Governor’s 
Emergency Education Relief Fund. 

ISBE Superintendent Dr. Carmen Ayala is urging 
schools and districts to utilize a significant portion 
of their share of funds to mitigate learning loss by 
considering a longer school year, before/after-school 
programs and summer learning opportunities; in 
addition to taking steps to close the digital divide and 
address the mental health needs of students.

“This funding will help our local educators and 
school administrators navigate these challenging 
times as we continue to emphasize the importance 
of returning to safe, full-time, in-person classroom 
instruction for students of all ages throughout 
the Stateline and across Illinois,” Representative 
Sosnowski said. “I would like to recognize all our 
local teachers for their dedication and perseverance 
as we pursue these shared goals.”

ISBE’s Preliminary Estimated Allocations for 
local school districts in Boone and Winnebago 
Counties in this second round of CARES Act 
funding are as follows: ISBE Second Round of 
CARES Act funding.DAR

Sosnowski serves the 69th District which includes 
portions of Winnebago and Boone Counties.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

	 Allocations to be distributed in Winnebago and Boone Counties.

and illness.
Blood donation safety 
precautions

To protect the health and safety of 
Red Cross staff and donors, individu-
als who do not feel well or who be-
lieve they may be ill with COVID-19 
should postpone their donation. 

Each Red Cross blood drive and do-
nation center follows the highest stan-

dards of safety and infection control, 
and additional precautions – including 
temperature checks, social distancing 
and face coverings for donors and 
staff – have been implemented to help 
protect the health of all those in atten-
dance. Donors are asked to schedule 
an appointment prior to arriving at the 
drive and are required to wear a face 
covering or mask while at the drive, 

in alignment with Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention public guid-
ance.  

In Boone County, you can visit the 
Rock Valley Blood Donation Center, 
1740 S. State St. Belvidere to make 
your donation. You make an appoint-
ment by calling 815-965-8751 or on-
line at www.rrvbc.org.  Center hours 
are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

By Ann Marie Cain, FBCM
WINNEBAGO-BOONE FARM BUREAU
Farm Bureau Member Benefits

Why be a member of the 
Winnebago-Boone Farm Bureau? 
There are many reasons. A 
Winnebago-Boone Farm Bureau 
membership strengthens the voice 
of agriculture; provides youth with 
educational materials on food, fiber, 
and fuel from farm to fork; provides 
educational and networking 
opportunities for farmers; saves you 
money when you use the various 
home, farm, wellness, and travel 
discounts; and more. 

Are you a farmer, agribusiness 
professional, or someone that just 
loves to eat? If you answered yes, 
then you are part of agriculture. We 
have three classes of memberships. 
A regular membership is for farm 
owners and/or operators with $2,500 
gross farm income or a full-time 
farm employee that would like to 
be classified as a regular member. 
An agribusiness professional 
membership is for individuals 
that are employed in an ag-related 
occupation and want to be classified 
as a professional member as well 
as an Associate membership for 
individuals that do not own or 
operate a farm. Not a member, not a 
problem. Visit www.myifb.org and 
click the “Join IFB Now”. 

Already a member? Take 
advantage of these great educational 
opportunities to improve your 

agricultural operation. 
Alternative Farm Revenue

Join Raghela Scavuzzo, IFB 
associate director of Food Systems 
Development and executive 
director of the IL Specialty 
Growers Association, on Thursday, 
Jan. 21, at 7 p.m. will discuss 
“Alternative Farm Revenues: Crop 
Diversifications & Niche Market 
Opportunities”. To register, email 
Alternative Farm Revenue, your 
name and address to wbfbmanager@
live.com by noon on Thursday, Jan. 
21. A link to the virtual session 
will be emailed out once your 
registration has been approved. 
This session is sponsored by the 
Winnebago-Boone Farm Bureau 
Young Leaders. All Farm Bureau 
members are welcome.
COUNTRY Winter Seminars

Farmers, COUNTRY Financial 
is offering the following virtual 
programs for Farm Bureau 
members. 

The pre-recorded sessions on in-
depth Farm Bill Updates, Private 
Product update (AVE Product), 
Crop Claims, Precision planting & 
drone technology, Market are now 
available. 

COUNTRY Financial is offering 
live 90-minute seminars on Crop/
Farm Bill and Farm Legacy 
Planning Jan. 27 (11 a.m.), Feb. 
9 (4 p.m.) and Feb. 25 (12 p.m.). 
Visit www.countryfinancial.com/
agwebinars to watch the pre-

recorded sessions or to register for 
one of the live seminars.
IFB Consumer Engagement 
Virtual Training

Illinois Farm Bureau will be 
hosting a consumer engagement 
training event on Tuesday, Jan. 26 
(6-8 p.m.) and Wednesday, Jan. 27 
(6-8p.m.). This two-day training is 
open to Farm Bureau members. 

Day 1: Tuesday, Jan. 26, 6-8 p.m.
Food culture and consumer 

trends: Understanding consumer 
perspectives on food and agriculture 
featuring keynote speaker, Eve 
Turow-Paul

Day 2: Wednesday, Jan. 27, 6-8 
p.m.

Engagement in action: Strategies 
to succeed with online engagement 
and content creation in a virtual 
world

 Register here to attend the 
training. Attendees will have the 
option to choose to attend one or 
both sessions and are encouraged 
to register for both. Information 
on how to join will be sent to 
the email address provided after 
registration is approved. Additional 
information is available at ilfb.org/
ConsumerEngagement.
Register for VIRTUAL 2021 
Conservation Cropping 
Seminars

Don’t miss information about 
ways farmers can improve soil 

Back in the saddle

Why you should be a 
Farm Bureau member

See BACK IN THE SADDLE, Page 6
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• Machinery Loans
• Livestock Loans
• Lines of Credit
• Farm Improvement Loans
• Real Estate Loans
• Financial Planning
• Leasing

Member FDIC

A Heritage of Serving
Local Agriculture

Since 1882
www.stillmanbank.com

Belvidere transfers abandoned 
properties to regional land bank 
By Bob Balgemann
REPORTER
Looking to 2021

The Northern Illinois Land Bank 
Authority, a creation of the City of 
Belvidere in March 2019, now has 
title to eight abandoned properties, 
three of them from Belvidere. 

City council has voted 8-1, with 
Alderman Ric Brereton dissenting, 
to approve the transfers of proper-
ties at 407 Allen St., 1000 Nettie St. 
and 1031 Garfield Ave. to the Land 
Bank. Staff of the organization, 
supplied by the Region 1 Planning 
Commission in Rockford, now will 
sell those properties. Income from 
the sales will be used to acquire oth-
er non-productive lands and houses 
in the region, with a goal of getting 
them back on the tax rolls. 

Members of the Land Bank in-
clude Boone and Winnebago Coun-
ties, the Cities of Belvidere, Loves 
Park and Rockford, and the Villag-
es of Machesney Park, Loves Park, 
Roscoe, Rockton and South Beloit. 
Belvidere businessman John Wolf 
represents the city of Belvidere on 
the Land Bank board; county board 
Vice Chairperson Sherry Giesecke 
represents the county. She often 
gives reports at monthly county 
board meetings on how the organi-
zation is doing. 

What became Ordinance 517H 
first appeared before the Committee 
of the Whole, for Building, Planning 
and Zoning, and Public Works, in 
December. There, the committee 
voted 9-0, with one absent, to rec-
ommend its approval.

Before city council’s second and 
final vote of approval, on Jan. 4, City 
Attorney Mike Drella was asked to 

explain for those at home what the 
Land Bank was and what it did. 

He explained that it was an inter-
governmental agency created by the 
City of Belvidere and other munici-
palities, who contracted with the Re-
gion 1 Planning Commission to ad-
minister it. “The concept is you take 
properties that are abandoned and an 
eyesore in the communities that are 
tax delinquent” (for two years), he 
said. “You use court action to clear 
up the back taxes, get title to the 
properties, and turn around and sell 
them. That money is used to acquire 
other properties. Illinois has been us-
ing Land Banks for quite a while.”

Referring to the three properties 
in question, he said the Land Bank 
paid for attorney fees. He added that 
properties being acquired can be res-
idential and commercial. 

“When will we get more?” Al-
derman Wendy Frank asked. “Next 
year?” 

Drella replied that the city ac-
tually had four properties, but the 
Land Bank chose not to accept the 
one at 407 W. Madison St. That 
was because improvements would 
have cost more than 50 percent of 
the house’s value. Council later au-
thorized demolition of that property, 
using grant funds.

“I don’t know if there are any 
waiting in the wings,” he told Frank. 
“I don’t think so.” 

Also at that committee meeting, 
Alderman Tom Porter asked how 
the city would benefit from this 
program, other than getting rid of 
blighted property? 

One way is having the property 
returned to the tax rolls, Drella an-
swered. The second benefit is hav-

ing the property maintained, and the 
third benefit is having someone liv-
ing there. 
No decision 

The fate of the Madison Street 
property, which the city acquired ti-
tle to July 10, 2020, was discussed at 
the Jan. 11 Committee of the Whole 
meeting. But no recommendation 
was made. 

Madison Street originally con-
tained a dilapidated house and ga-
rage, but the city ultimately paid 
$11,000 in grant money to have 
them demolished.

Among the options being talked 
about now are: 

• Transferring the property to a 
non-profit, such as Habitat for Hu-
manity, which has built numerous 
homes on donated land around town. 

• Transferring the property to the 
Land Bank, which wasn’t interested 
when it still housed the dilapidated 
garage and home on it. Now that it’s 
vacant, the organization may be in-
terested in taking title to it and sell-
ing it. 

• List the property for sale through 
a local real estate agent. 

• Sell the property at auction, or 
use its Home Rule power to sell it. 

Drella said the city recently did 
use its Home Rule power to sell real 
estate in a more streamlined manner. 

“Often, we obtain an apprais-
al, anyway,” he told Mayor Mike 
Chamberlain and aldermen. “In 
this case, the city decided to either 
transfer the property to Habitat for 
Humanity or the Land Bank or de-
cides to utilize a real estate agent. I 
recommend utilizing Home Rule au-
thority for the transfer and not utilize 
an appraiser.” 

By Anne Eickstadt
EDITOR

“I think the big misunderstanding 
right now is about developer fees and 
impact fees and what they do,” said 
President Owen Costanza. “An impact 

fee is when we have a huge influx of 
homes and businesses that impact our 
resources. Those fees were put into 
place at a time when Boone County 
was the fastest growing county in the 
country with 200 homes a month. The 

schools were overwhelmed. It was 
great back then.

“Today, it is even hard to get the 
building permit fees into the appraisal 
for the house so someone is paying for 
those up front. As for the impact on the 
schools – school attendance is down 
around 800 students, in Poplar Grove 
attendance is down 25 percent total at-
tendance.

“How can the fees be used? They can 
only be used to build new buildings, 
new brick-and-mortar, new sticks-and-
bricks. The impact fees that have been 
collected by the schools have to be put 
into an escrow account to be used for 
future development. They cannot be 
used for any general funds, any current 
bonding - nothing. So the money just 
sits there.

“In Boone County the school dis-
trict, the conservation district, and the 
Belvidere Park District are the ones that 
benefit from impact fees. I sent you the 
letter they all signed. (See sidebar)

“Developer fees, on the other hand, 
are when they actually develop a sub-
division, there are costs associated with 
developing that subdivision - the plot, 
the engineering studies, the infrastruc-
ture. So the things that we waive the 
impact fees on are all of these existing 
subdivision that already have this infra-
structure in the ground, they are already 
plotted and have roads or the first layer 
of roads already on them so there is no 
‘development.’

“In the Village of Poplar Grove, this 
isn’t true everywhere but it is in Poplar 
Grove, all of the piping in the ground, 
all the water towers, and water sewage 
plants were all paid for by the develop-
ers. We have a water tower and a well 
on Poplar Grove Road that has been 

Boone County Taxing bodies 
willing to waive impact fees

Jan. 4, 2021
To: Boone County Government and City of Belvidere
Thank you for the continuing opportunity to discuss the Impact Fee 

Ordinances that currently exist. We have come together as a larger group 
to work on proposed changes to the Impact Fee Ordinances. Rather than a 
complete elimination of these ordinances, we are proposing a structure that 
would allow time to study the actual impact the Impact Fee Ordinances 
may or may not be having on residential construction in our region. The 
salient points of our discussion have included the following:

1. Abeyance on payment of fees versus out right elimination
2. Willingness to work jointly with the Realtors and Home Builders to 

present information and secure approvals from Boone County and the City 
of Belvidere for this plan

3. Abeyance Period of two years starting as soon as the County and City 
can take whatever steps are needed to not require collection of the fees

4. Collection of fees will resume at the end of the two-year abeyance 
period

5. Revisit data in the fall of 2022 to discuss any possible extensions of the 
abeyance period – extension discussions will be data driven as the request 
being presented to the respective governmental bodies is data based – gives 
all parties the opportunity to see if anything has measurably changed since 
the abeyance of the fees

6. The abeyance on fee collections applies only to existing platted lots 
– goal is to see if existing inventory of lots can be put on the tax rolls, any 
new proposed subdivisions will be subject to the Impact Fee Ordinances

7. If builders pull permits and do not actually complete the units for sale 
beyond the two-year abeyance period, the builders would have to pay the 
impact fee at the time of the extension – this eliminates the chance that 
builders will stock pile permits but not build homes

8. Land contributions for existing platted lots, e.g. contributions that have 
not been completed to the Park District and/or Conservation District, will 
be effectuated during the two-year abeyance – there are at least three (3) 
projects where the Conservation District has not received the required land 
contributions

9. Our collective group will work with the respective City and County 
officials to update the existing ordinances for current market values – 
we believe there is an existing requirement in the current ordinances to 
complete this task and it does not appear updates have been done in many 
years.

The points listed above have been agreed to by all signatories of this 
letter and we are ready to work together to put these changes in place for 
the upcoming building season. We believe this is a good starting point for 
testing the theory that impact fees have been holding back new construction 
and also gives all parties an opportunity to assess the existing ordinances. 
One major point in these discussions is the land contribution in lieu of the 
cash contribution.

The land contribution component is a critical piece of the existing 
ordinances. The Conservation District alone has received just under 300 
acres of land, many of which are environmentally sensitive parcels. The 
Conservation District’s stewardship of these resources helps to insure that 
these areas remain resilient and sustain key ecosystems and environmental 
processes. Their holding of these parcels also increases the quality of life 
in our community and increases the desirability of our community. Quality 
of life issues are a key economic development consideration for companies 
looking to locate in our region and also helps sell homes.

Our group has diligently worked together to review the significance of 
impact fees. We ask that the County and City consider our request for a 
moratorium of impact fees for two years. During that time, we ask that local 
governments review their current impact fee ordinances to ensure that our 
region is promoting pro-growth housing affordability and equity in real 
estate. We are simply asking for adequate time to collect data and truly 
study the impact of these ordinances.

Thank you for considering this request and we look forward to working 
with the County and City on this important task.

From: Neeley Erickson – Illinois Realtors Association
Conor Brown – Rockford Area Realtors
Christi Steines – Belvidere Board of Realtors
Dan Kane – Boone County Conservation District
Mark Pentecost – Belvidere Park District
Mike Greenlee – North Boone Community Unit School District
Dan Woestman – Belvidere Community Unit School District
Greg Brown – Belvidere Community Unit School District

Poplar Grove President Owen Costanza on Impact and Developer Fees
paid for by a developer. Things were 
going so well and we thought we were 
going to need it. And it is not being 
used. It cost $300,000 and it’s not be-
ing used.

“In my first year as mayor this stuff 
was already starting to get old. The de-
velopments are sitting and the water is 
not being used, the pipes aren’t being 
used. Between oxidation and electroly-
sis in the ground, pipes were bursting 
and we were chasing water leaks every-
where. This stuff was basically rotting. 
There’s this huge investment in devel-
opment and the water pipes are rotting

“Then we had some developments 
that didn’t have the final layer… Olson 
Woods is a good example. We don’t 
own the roads - we didn’t back then. I 
went to the developer, and we waived 
building permit fees, in lieu of finishing 
the roads first and we took them over 
this year. They still had to pay for the 
inspection fees because that’s the real 
pass-thru cost for the village is paying 
for the licensed inspections to be done. 
They still have to pay those but we dis-
counted building permit fees on those 

ANNE EICKSTADT PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

	 Poplar Grove President Owen Costanza by the village’s subdivi-
sion map.

See FEES, Page 6
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1983 PAWLISCH DRIVE
CHERRYVALE MALL
815-332-9445

RIGHT NEXT TO WATER TOWER
M-F 8:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sat. 8:00 a.m.-Noon

520 LOGAN AVENUE, BELVIDERE
3 BLOCKS EAST OF BELVIDERE PARK

M-F 8:00-5:30; SAT. 8:00-3:00

815-544-4452

1610 ALPINE ROAD, ROCKFORD
1 BLOCK SOUTH OF COLONIAL VILLAGE

M-F 8:00-5:30; SAT. 8:00-3:00

815-398-7867

5257 SWANSON ROAD, ROSCOE
2 MILES S. OF HONONEGAH ELEVATOR ON RT. 251

M-F 8:00-5:30; SAT. 8:00-3:00

815-637-4055

5302 N. 2ND, LOVES PARK
ACROSS FROM POPEYE’S

M-F 8:00-5:30; SAT. 8:00-3:00

815-282-1177

YOUR LOW PRICE TIRE STORE! WWW.FFTIREWORLD.COM

OIL CHANGE
SERVICE

Standard

$1488
High Mileage

$2999
Includes Synthetic 
Blend Motor OilFull Synthetic

$5999
Includes

Top Off Service Ask about a
FREE
TIRE

ROTATION!

• Most vehicles
• Install new oil filter
• Refill up to 5 quarts motor oil
  (Additional quarts extra)
• Lubricate chassis (if applicable)
• $3.00 disposal fee

Must present coupon at time of service.
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 1/28/2021

$25 OFF
ANY SERVICE OF
$150 OR MORE

Must present coupon at time of service.
Not valid with any other offer or tires. Expires 1/28/2021

Must present coupon at time of service.
Not valid with any other offer or tires. Expires 1/28/2021

$40 OFF
ANY SERVICE OF
$250 OR MORE

$10 OFF
Most Vehicles

Must present coupon at time of service.
Not valid with any other coupon or discount.

See store for details. Expires 1/28/2021

Now Available

ALIGNMENT SPECIAL

SHOCKS OR STRUTS

ROTATE & BALANCE

May not be combined with any other offer or coupon. 
Some services not available at all locations. Must redeem 

at time of purchase. Offer expires 1/28/2021

$20 OFF
ANY SET OF 4 SHOCKS OR STRUTS
Installed in store recommended. 50,000 Miles

$10 OFF
INCLUDES: Inflate tires to proper pressure

• Computer spin balance all 4 wheels • Includes 4-tire rotation
• Mag wheels and some trucks extra • TPMS service extra

May not be combined with any other offer or coupon. 
Some services not available at all locations. Must redeem 

at time of purchase. Offer expires 1/28/2021

STORE SPECIALTHE WORKS

• OFFER GOOD FOR MOST CARS •
• MINI VANS – LIGHT TRUCKS UP TO 1/2 TON •

• 3/4 – 1 TON TRUCKS – ADD $10 •
• 5W20 – ADD $2 • With Coupon •
• Not valid with any other offer •

• Expires 1/28/2021 •

1) Lube, Oil Change & FILTER 
     (up to 5 quarts of 10w30 Motor Oil)
2) Check Fluid Levels & Top Off

A: Coolant in Reserve Tank & Condition
B: Power Steering Fluid & Condition
C: Fill Wash Fluid (REAL Wash Fluid )
D: Transmission Fluid Level & Condition of Fluid
E: Brake Fluid & Condition of Fluid

3) Inspect Belts & Hoses
4) Inspect Tires & Correct Air Pressure
5) Rotate Tires
6) Inspect Thickness of Brake Pads
7) Check Vehicle Charging System

A: Test Output of Alternator
B: Load Test The Battery
C: Check Condition of Battery Connections

$2495
Plus Disposal

Fee & Sales Tax

PASSENGER
TIRES

$40 OFF
Any New Set of Four

CS5 GRAND TOURING OR
CS5 ULTRA TOURING TIRES

May not be combined with any other offer or
coupon. Some services not available at all

locations. Must redeem at time of purchase.
Offer expires 1/28/2021

NEED WORK ON YOUR VEHICLE 
BUT SHORT ON $$$$?

HIRING: FULL AND PART TIME
SERVICE AND TIRE TECHNICIANS!

Brake, Alignment, Chassis Specialists
Come To The Roscoe Location To Interview
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We Survived The Pandemic
Now Booking 2020/2021 Excursions

Percy Bonefish 

Contact Percy Darville: 242-464-4149  
242-367-8119 or 561-594-7929

(Call Before 7am or After 7pm Only) 
1170 Lee Wagner Blvd., Ste. #101,

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 

Captain Percy Darville has lived on Great Harbour for most of the 
last 42 yrs, & for quite a long time he has been building up a 
reputation as a master sailor & fisherman.  He has guided many 
celebrities & dignitaries on fishing adventures, & never let 
anyone down. You could be the next person to find out how he 
does it & makes it look so easy. 

If you have trouble reaching me please keep trying due to 
severe weather conditions. 
Capt. Percy Darville won the 2007 The Bahamas: "Cacique
Award" for Sports & Leisure. He can provide you with the best 
bonefishing, bottom fishing & deep-sea fishing experience that 
any Guide can offer, in addition to snorkeling & tours.

(Make all Payments Payable to Percy Darville)  fivehearts2@hotmail.com (Make all Payments Payable to Percy Darville)  fivehearts2@hotmail.com

38
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Contact Percy Darville: 242-464-4149
242-367-8119 or 561-594-7929

(Call Before 7am or After 7pm Only)
1170 Lee Wagner Blvd., Ste. #101

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315

Percy Bonefish
Captain Percy Darville has lived on Great Harbour for most 
of the last 42 yrs, & for quite a long time he has been building 
up a reputation as a master sailor & fisherman. He has guided 
many celebrities & dignitaries on fishing adventures, & never 
let anyone down. You could be the next person to find out 
how he does it & makes it look so easy.

If you have trouble reaching me please keep trying due to 
severe weather conditions.

Capt. Percy Darville won the 2007 The Bahamas: “Cacique 
Award” for Sports & Leisure. He can provide you with the 
best bonefishing, bottom fishing & deep-sea fishing experience 
that any Guide can offer, in addition to snorkeling & tours.

388686ritewayfreeport.com

20 E. Stephenson St
Historic Downtown Freeport
815-235-4911
Mon - Fri 9 am to 5 pm, Saturday 9 am to 4 pm

FURNITURE &
APPLIANCE STORE

Layaway Available

BUY NOW & PAY
WITH TAX REFUND!

Financing 90 Days Same as Cash. Ask about other Finance Options at the Store.

DELIVERYAVAILABLE! FREE REMOVAL ON SELECT OLD FURNITURE, MATTRESSES, &APPLIANCES
Local Dealer

Northwest IL Largest Furniture, Mattress & Appliance Dealer
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Take 30% Off the Rite-Way Low Price and Take $30 Off
the Already Low Sale Prices on Selected Items.*yyyy

RF-RRS000278762_V3

*See Store for Details!

30% OFF
Carpet Remnants,
Mirrors, Pictures,
Lamps, Bean Bags.

$30 OFF
The Sale
Price on

Mattress Sets
over $400.00

Free Delivery,
Free Setup,

Free Haul Away

$30 OFF
The Sale Price on
Any Living Room
Item Sale Priced
Over $450.00

MMMMMM

$30 OFF
The Sale Price
onAllAppliance
PricedOver
$450.00

$30 OFF
onAll Dining
Room Sets Sale
Priced Over
$450.00
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Conservation district invites virtual visitors
It’s a beautiful day for hiking and 

learning about the plants and wildlife 
of McHenry County. Go on a “virtual” 
Lost Valley Nature Detective adventure 
by visiting the website MCCD.me/E-
Learning to download this month’s 
activity filled with things you can do 
at home as well as highlights what you 
might see the next time you search the 

wild spaces of Glacial Park.
January: Owls. Most species of owls 

don’t mind the cold weather and stick 
around McHenry County all year. Learn 
about some of the different species of 
owls that live here through fun activities 
and make an owl craft so you can have 
your very own owl friend at home!

Topics change monthly: 

February: Whose Scat is That?! 
While it may seem that most animals are 
not around in the winter, we can still see 
several signs that they are in McHen-
ry County. One main sign is their scat. 
Learn some fun facts about scat and how 
to make your own gross scat treat too.

March: Creek Life. There are many 
animals that call a creek home. Learn 
about what makes a creek healthy and 
what animals live in them through activ-
ities and a craft! Visit Glacial Park and 
go to Nippersink Creek on your own 
scavenger hunt. What will you find?

Note: Due to Covid-19, public hours 
at the Lost Valley Visitor Center in Gla-
cial Park vary and access is limited until 
further notice. Check the website for up-
dates. Site and trails are open. For more 
information, call Prairieview Education 
Center at 815-479-5779.

‘Drive Sober’ 
campaign 

yields citations
The Huntley Police 

Department on Jan. 8 announced 
it arrested 1 offender for impaired 
driving during the winter holiday 
enforcement campaign.

Additional citations included:
• 3 speeding
• 8 various traffic citations
• 3 child endangerment
The Huntley Police 

Department partnered with 
the Illinois Department of 
Transportation and law 
enforcement throughout the state 
for the enforcement campaign. 
From Dec. 18 to Jan. 4, the 
Huntley Police Department 
ramped up its usual enforcement 
efforts, adding additional units 
during the campaign.

The Illinois Drive Sober or 
Get Pulled Over campaign is 
administered by IDOT with 
federal highway safety funds.

•	Legislation   (Continued from front page)

at buying the favor of House Speaker 
Michael Madigan.

Former Justice Thomas Kilbride, 
who lost his bid for retention in Novem-
ber, wrote the majority opinion in that 
case, and that was a factor in the GOP-
led campaign to remove him from the 
court.

“And that decision really still burns 
me to this day,” said Rep. Ryan Spain, 
R-Peoria, who was among the nearly 
600,000 people who signed a petition to 
put that amendment on the ballot.

“So something has to change,” 
Spain added. “And since the Supreme 
Court decision many years ago, I have 
repeatedly supported and been either 
the sponsor or the chief cosponsor of a 
number of different initiatives to change 
the way we approach redistricting in the 

state of Illinois.”
Rep. Jackie Haas, R-Bourbonnais, 

said her district is an example of how 
gerrymandering can be unfair to certain 
communities. She said her 79th House 
District excludes three-quarters of the 
small town of Momence, whose 2010 
population was 3,171, and includes only 
three streets in the village of Beecher, 
which has about 4,500 residents.

“These moves were not based on 
township, village, or meaningful divi-
sions, but on pure partisan maneuvers 
to advantage (House Speaker Michael) 
Madigan, to keep his majority in his 
power,” Haas said.

Butler filed the bill, House Bill 5873, 
Jan. 5. That made it eligible for consid-
eration in the lame duck session, which 
began Jan. 8.

NIPHC shares Pritzker’s 
vaccination goal

The Northern Illinois Public Health 
Consortium (NIPHC), whose local 
public health agencies serve over nine 
million residents, or more than two-
thirds of the State of Illinois’ popula-
tion, acknowledge and support the ef-
fort by Gov. Pritzker to expand access 
to the COVID-19 vaccine. 

With large numbers of individuals 
who serve as the 1a priority group to 
be vaccinated living in the NIPHC 
area of responsibility, healthcare 
workers continue to be a focus of the 
consortium’s efforts.  This will result 
in the transition to the 1b priority pop-
ulation being vaccinated at different 
times across the state.

NIPHC is committed to and shares 

the governor’s goal, along with that of 
our residents, in getting the vaccine 
distributed as quickly as possible.  We 
are partnering with many private and 
public entities to make this happen.  
We will be successful in this massive 
effort, but only through cooperation, 
partnership, and patience. 

The member agencies of the North-
ern Illinois Public Health Consortium 
(NIPHC) consist of local public health 
departments that serve the munici-
palities of Chicago, Evanston, Oak 
Park and Skokie, Stickney Township 
and the Counties of Boone, Cook, 
DeKalb, Kankakee, DuPage, Grundy, 
Kane, Kendall, Lake, McHenry, Will 
and Winnebago.
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ASSUMED NAME
CERTIFICATE OF

INTENTION
STATE OF ILLINOIS ss.
County of Boone

This is to certify that the un-
dersigned intend...to conduct 
and transact a stump grinding 
and yard care service business 
in said County and State under 
the name of BROSKI STUMP 
GRINDING at the following 
post office addresses: 427 Cas-
well St., Belvidere, IL 61008 
that the true and real full names 
of all persons owning, conduct-
ing or transacting such business, 
with the respective residence 
address of each are as follows:

Todd Scharringhausen, 427 
Caswell St., Belvidere, IL 
61008

SIGNED:
TODD SCHARRINGHAUSEN

Dated 1/6/21
Subscribed and sworn (or af-

firmed) to before me, this 6th 
day of January, A.D. 2021.

JULIE A. BLISS
COUNTY CLERK

By ERICA L. BLUEGE
DEPUTY

(OFFICIAL SEAL)
(Published in the

Belvidere Republican
Jan. 14, 21 & 28, 2021)

388297

380928

Can Publish 
Your Legals.

Call us at

815-877-4044
or email your

legals to

Legals
rvpublishing.

com

Rock ValleyPublishing LLC

LEGAL NOTICES
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
CAUSE NO. 2018SC490 TO THE FOLLOWING NAMED PERSONS (AND IF DECEASED, 
TO THEIR UNKNOWN HEIRS AND DEVISEES), AND TO THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, AND 
TO ALL INTERESTED DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES THEREOF, INCLUDING AMONG 
OTHERS ILLINOIS SECRETARY OF STATE VEHICLE SERVICES, ILLINOIS SECRETARY 
OF STATE, ILLINOIS ATTORNEY GENERAL AND BOONE COUNTY TREASURER, BOONE 
COUNTY CLERK, BOONE COUNTY STATES ATTORNEY, GREEN TREE FINANCIAL SER-
VICING CORPORATION CHARLES H CREMENS, AND TO OCCUPANTS, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND PARTIES INTERESTED IN THE PARCELS HEREINAFTER NAMED:
Parcel Number Owners/Parties Interested Cert Number Street Or Common Address
90-26-300-281 HERRERA, CLAUDIO 2017-90007 4530 HARRIS DR
TAKE NOTICE THAT THE ABOVE SAID MOBILE HOMES WERE SOLD ON OCTOBER 25, 
2018, FOR DELINQUENT MOBILE HOME LOCAL SERVICES TAXES FOR THE YEAR 2018 
AND PRIOR YEARS, AND THAT THE PERIOD OF REDEMPTION FROM SUCH SALE EX-
PIRES JUNE 21, 2021. TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT A PETITION FOR ORDER DIRECT-
ING ISSUANCE OF TAX CERTIFICATES OF TITLE HAS BEEN FILED IN THE ABOVE SAID 
CAUSE AS TO THE ABOVE-NAMED MOBILE HOMES BY BOONE COUNTY, AS TRUSTEE, 
AND THAT ON JULY 20, 2021 AT 9:00 AM [VIA ZOOM.COM USING MEETING ID: 940 6691 
6168], SAID PETITIONER WILL APPLY FOR AN ORDER THAT A TAX CERTIFICATE OF TI-
TLE ISSUE AS TO EACH ABOVE SAID MOBILE HOME NOT REDEEMED ON OR BEFORE 
JUNE 21, 2021. /S/ BOONE COUNTY AS TRUSTEE, PETITIONER. FOR FURTHER INFOR-
MATION CONTACT THE COUNTY CLERK ADDRESS: 1212 LOGAN AVE STE, SUITE 103, 
BELVIDERE, IL 61008 TELEPHONE: (815) 544-3103

(Published in the Belvidere Republican
Jan. 7, 14 & 21, 2021)

388027

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, BOONE COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
CAUSE NO. 2018-TX-1 TO THE FOLLOWING NAMED PERSONS (AND IF DECEASED, 
TO THEIR UNKNOWN HEIRS AND DEVISEES), AND TO THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, AND 
TO ALL INTERESTED DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES THEREOF, INCLUDING AMONG 
OTHERS ILLINOIS ATTORNEY GENERAL, ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE, ILLI-
NOIS DEPT OF HUMAN SERVICES, ILLINOIS DEPT OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY, STATE 
OF ILLINOIS DEPT OF HEALTHCARE & FAMILY SERVICES (PUBLIC AID) GENERAL 
COUNSEL AND BOONE COUNTY CLERK, BOONE COUNTY TREASURER, BOONE COUN-
TY STATES ATTORNEY AND CITY OF BELVIDERE, CITY OF LOVES PARK, VILLAGE OF 
CAPRON, VILLAGE OF POPLAR GROVE, CANDLEWICK LAKE ASSOCIATION, INC, AND 
TO OCCUPANTS, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND PARTIES INTERESTED IN THE PARCELS 
HEREINAFTER NAMED:
Parcel Number Owners/Parties Interested Cert Number  Street Or Common Address
03-22-252-007 HARALANOV, EVGENI E. 2017-00013 411 STAFFORDSHIRE DR. NE
03-22-252-007 IVANOV, SVETOSLAV 2017-00013 411 STAFFORDSHIRE DR. NE
03-22-252-007 LAKE LAND INVESTMENTS, 2017-00013 411 STAFFORDSHIRE DR. NE
 LLC
03-22-406-008 TAURINA, GEROLAMO TR 2017-00022 517 ATLANTIC DR NE
03-22-406-008 TAURINA MARIA TR 2017-00022 517 ATLANTIC DR NE
03-22-406-008 CANDLEWICK LAKE  2017-00022 517 ATLANTIC DR NE
 ASSOCIATION, INC
 RA: THERESA BALK
03-22-406-008 CANDLEWICK LAKE  2017-00022 517 ATLANTIC DR NE
 ASSOCIATION, INC.
05-26-434-006 MARTINEZ, ROSA 2017-00169 N. STATE ST.
05-26-434-006 LIZETTE VEGA 2017-00169 N. STATE ST.
05-26-434-015 MARTINEZ, ROSA 2017-00170 OFF N. STATE ST.
05-26-434-015 LIZETTE VEGA 2017-00170 OFF N. STATE ST.
TAKE NOTICE THAT THE ABOVESAID PARCELS WERE SOLD ON OCTOBER 25, 2018, 
FOR GENERALTAXES FOR THE YEAR 2017 AND PRIOR YEARS, AND THAT THE PERIOD 
OF REDEMPTION FROM SUCH SALE EXPIRES JUNE 21, 2021. TAKE FURTHER NOTICE 
THAT A PETITION FOR ORDER DIRECTING ISSUANCE OF TAX DEEDS HAS BEEN FILED 
IN THE ABOVESAID CAUSE AS TO THE ABOVE-NAMED PARCELS BY BOONE COUNTY, 
AS TRUSTEE, AND THAT ON JULY 20, 2021 AT 9:00 AM [VIA ZOOM.COM USING MEET-
ING ID: 940 6691 6168.], SAID PETITIONER WILL APPLY FOR AN ORDER THAT A TAX 
DEED ISSUE AS TO EACH ABOVESAID PARCEL NOT REDEEMED ON OR BEFORE JUNE 
21, 2021. /S/ BOONE COUNTY AS TRUSTEE, PETITIONER.FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT THE COUNTY CLERKADDRESS: 1212 LOGAN AVE STE, SUITE 103, BELVID-
ERE, IL 61008TELEPHONE: (815) 544-3103

(Published in the Belvidere Republican
Jan. 7, 14 & 21, 2021)
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60 homes. There are five basements 
dug there right now.

In our books, it says there that there 
is a $5000 water connection fee and a 
$5000 sewer connection fee. Those 
have all been paid on the houses that 
are plotted already. The clerk and I 
spent my first year as village president 
tracking down every penny. In some 
cases we have a re-capture where we 
owe back a developer for running that 
sewer line. When a house is built, we 
have to pay them back.

“This empty lot was only generating 
$160 for the schools. Now that it is de-
veloped, it is generating $6300 per year 
forever. Instead than crying, ‘I want my 
$4000 impact fee,’ and not building the 
house we now get $6300 each year for-
ever. Even if they are foreclosed on, the 
bank still pays has to pay the property 
taxes.

“At a County Board meeting, de-
velopers were asked why two years? It 
takes a year to get traction. The prop-
erty taxes pay a year behind so next 
year’s tax bill, you build a new home 
and you pay property taxes a year be-
hind. The first year you will pay for an 
empty lot. It takes another year, that’s 
where the impact comes in. So now we 
have a house that we are supplying all 
these government resources and we’re 
still only collecting money for an emp-
ty lot. We want to collect that.

“In Poplar Grove, the school has al-
ready built its building and now the fees 
are just stifling growth. The homes that 
were built in 2018 have now been as-
sessed. These houses that we built here 
are generating $3 million worth of real 
assessed property value, the real equal-
ized value assessment, and are now 
generating $58,000 for the schools and 
a total of $121,000 to the county taxing 
bodies. We now have 24 households 
buying water and sewer, paying utility 
taxes, property taxes, income taxes, and 
groceries.

“2019 houses have not been as-
sessed yet. Here are 15 houses where 
the basements have been dug. Schools 
won’t get this money until next year. 
From non-assessed to assessed, look at 
what money we are now generating. 16 
undeveloped lots generate only $3229 
while 15 similar lots that have been de-
veloped are generating $121,634.

“I spoke to the schools and told them 
when they began to reach capacity 
again we would talk. It makes sense 
to do this. Belvidere is in a similar sit-
uation. They have infrastructure in the 
ground that is not being used.

“Board members that vote ‘no’ to 
eliminating fees and say we have to 
make sure the schools are on board 
with this didn’t read their packet. They 
didn’t read the letter signed by the 
school district, the conservation district, 
and the Belvidere Park District.”

•	Fees   
(Continued from page 3)

health, learn about cover crops, 
remain profitable ‒ and even more 
marketable ‒ by using sustainable 
techniques that build up natural 
resilience to weather extremes, 
pests, and weeds. Learn from 
educators, researchers, experts, 
and local Illinois farmers. There 
will be Question & Answer 
sessions as well.

The two-hour online virtual 
conference series will be held 
on Thursday, Jan. 28, at 9 a.m., 
and Thursday, Feb. 4, at 9 a.m. 
For speaker information and 
registration visit www.ccswcd.
com. 

The Conservation Cropping 
Seminars are organized and made 
possible with the involvement and 
support of Illinois Department 
of Agriculture, USDA’s Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, 
American Farmland Trust, the 
Illinois Stewardship Alliance, 
Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency, University of Illinois 
Extension, and local Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts.

2021 Illinois Dairy Summit 
Connecting Producers virtually 
on Feb. 3

Illinois Milk Producers 
Association (IMPA) and University 
of Illinois Dairy Extension have 
joined forces for the 11th annual 
Illinois Dairy Summit. Dr. Mike 
Hutjens, Dr. Phil Cardoso and 
Dr. Derek Nolan will again team 
up with IMPA to coordinate and 
virtually present this year’s Summit.

The 2021 Illinois Dairy Summit 
will be held on Wednesday, Feb. 3, 
and will be hosted virtually from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. The theme for the 
Summit is Protecting Your Milk 
Check During COVID & Beyond 
and will share the latest in dairy 
management information with dairy 
producers and industry personnel. 

New this year, John Newton, 
chief economist of the American 
Farm Bureau Federation, will lead 
a discussion on Milk Check Pricing 
and Protecting Your Milk Check 
followed by a live Q&A session. 

There is no fee to attend this 
year’s Virtual Summit and online 

pre-registration is required. Please 
note a LIVE Zoom link will be 
provided for virtual attendees and 
each event will be recorded and 
shared online afterward. 

Additional information and pre-
registration are available online at 
www.illinoismilk.org/dairy-summit. 
Contact the IMPA by calling 309-557-
3703 or emailing contact@ilfb.org. 
Two-part First Aid/CPR/AED 
Training for Winnebago-Boone 
Farm Bureau Members

The American Red Cross First 
Aid training will teach Winnebago-
Boone Farm Bureau members to 
identify and respond to common 
sudden illnesses such as fainting, 
seizures, strokes, allergic reactions, 
poisoning, bleeding, fractures, 
diabetes, and more. The CPR/
AED training will include how to 
respond to cardiac and breathing 
emergencies. Those who complete 
the course will receive a two-year 
certificate.

Farm Bureau members and 
family members (12 years and 
up) are eligible for the class. 

(Children 12-17-years-old must 
be accompanied by an adult.) Cost 
is $50 per person ($50 Savings). 
Information on how to access 
the online course (approximately 
two hours) will be emailed to 
participants once registration is 
received. Registration deadline is 
Feb. 12.

Participants will need to bring 
proof of completion of the online 
course to the classroom portion on 
Saturday, Feb. 27 to participate. 
Classroom size is limited to 10 
people per hour (minimum of eight 
people required). The first class 
will begin at 9 a.m. on Feb. 27. 
Additional classes will follow as 
needed. 

The project is made possible 
in part by funding from the Farm 
Safety Grant provided by the Illinois 
Farm Bureau and COUNTRY 
Financial. Contact the Winnebago-
Boone Farm Bureau office at 815-
962-0653 if you have any questions. 
Online Anhydrous Ammonia 
Certified Training Available

Illinois Department of 

•	Back in the saddle   (Continued from page 2)

Agriculture’s online certified 
grower training is now live on 
IDOA’s website at: www2.illinois.
gov/sites/agr/Plants/Fertilizer/
Pages/Anhydrous-Ammonia.aspx. 

All Illinois growers and grower 
farm operators (employees and 
family members) who transport 
or apply anhydrous ammonia, or 
otherwise maintain anhydrous 
ammonia equipment, are now 
required by state regulation (8 
IAC 215) to complete certified 
grower training. The full text of 
the current regulations is available 
at: www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/
admincode/008/00800215sections.
html

Growers and grower farm 
operators have until April 1, 
2022, to become certified. Their 
certification will be good for three 
years from the date they complete 
the training, after which time 
they will need to participate in 
a refresher course. The certified 
grower training may be delivered 
through both online and in-person 
opportunities at no cost to the 
grower or grower farm operator. 
The in-person classes have been 
postponed due to COVID-19 
restrictions, but IFB will be 
working in the coming weeks and 
months to make those opportunities 
available for members.
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FIND BARGAINS IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS

316524

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing, your hometown newspapers 

serving the stateline has an opening for an experienced 
Media Sales Representative to call on current and new 
accounts in a protected sales territory. 

Growing area with many new businesses, this is a great 
opportunity for the right applicant.

We publish newspapers, shoppers and niche publications 
throughout the stateline. You have the opportunity to sell 
into all Rock Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making 
your paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising

Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

Part-Time
Advertising Sales Representative
We are currently seeking a Part-Time Advertising Sales 
Representative to serve new and current clients in our 
Belvidere market. If you like a fast-paced environment 
and enjoy a challenge, this is the opportunity for you! 

For immediate consideration 
send resume /job history to:

Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising
Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com

Fax: (262) 725-6844

353885

Rock ValleyPublishing LLC

Need Help 
Finding 

Your
Next Home?

Check Our
Real Estate

Section
Call 815-877-4044

for details on
placing an ad 37

45
03

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.877.4044

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Monday
at Noon

MerchandiseEmployment
Real Estate
For Sale/Rent Automobiles For Sale Plumbing Servicesemployment for sale rentals & real estate automotive services offered

 help wanted  for rent

 transportationWater Softeners

Farm Market

TOP PRICES PAID
For your lame & injured cattle
Call Collect 815-871-2697

265599

 real estate
Other Real Estate

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention to 
make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial sta-
tus includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of children 
under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby in-
formed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination call HUD toll-
free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number for the hear-
ing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

Apartments

Prairie View Assisted Living 
located in Winnebago is seeking the following:

• Caregivers - 2nd shift, full-time and part-time. 
Flexible scheduling available. Small, friendly, 

homelike setting. Salary based on experience. 

SIGN-ON BONUS!
Contact Tammy Bargman, Executive Director at 815-335-1800 
or fax resume to 815-335-7136 • 500 E. McNair • Winnebago, IL

38
38
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Sales / Marketing

 for sale

FIND YOUR NEXT AUTO 
IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

Monroe,WI

ColonyBrands.com
MUST BE 16 YEARS OLD & Affiliates 

NOW 
HIRING!

Equal Opportunity Employer  M/F/D/V/H

800-487-9477

TEXT
 to 97211

ColonyJobs

Monday - Friday
8am-4:30pm

$12.10/PER
HOUR

Attendance & 
Production Base 
Incentives

Bakery 
Positions

or
VISIT

                Year-round work
                Shift incentives
                Rate incentives
                Attendance incentives 

Starting
at:

ALL SHIFTS

Safety 
Measures:

Enforcing 6 ft social distancing 
Protective barriers added to workflows 
Face masks are provided
Temperature scans
Continuous facility cleaning & sanitation

 
Call TODAY to schedule your 

PHONE INTERVIEW!

386446

•	 Special	Education	Paraprofessional

•	 High	School	3	hours	per		
day	Kitchen	Worker

•	 Elementary	School	3	hour	per		
day	Kitchen/Data	Entry	worker

•	 Middle	School	Assistant		
Boys	Track	Coach

Interested individuals should apply online at www.byron226.org 
under the ‘About Us’ tab in the Employment Opportunities section.

Openings for the 
2021 school year:

38
83

97

  business   
  & service

• All makes & models •
815-505-8848
815-544-5376

SPECIAL 
Broken water softener?

$10.95 + parts

388772

Elm Place Apartments
Find comfort in your newly 

renovated apartment!
Now taking applications for  

1 and 2 bedroom apartments.
Range, refrigerator, A/C unit, on-site laundry and 

off-street parking “all included.”  
30% of your income with rental assistance!

Call today for an application! 
815-288-1912 or 815-440-2769 

406–412 Elm Street, Durand, IL 61024
Professionally managed by BAYWEST RESIDENTIAL, LLC.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

38
85
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Professional/
Technical

AUTO MECHANIC WANTED 
Auto/light truck mechanic, 
minimum 10-15yrs, experience 
required. Insurance plus benefits 
available, located between 
Rockford & Winnebago, IL. Send 
resume to: cablekat@hotmail.
com

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, especially 
those asking for money in 
advance.

Furniture
ROLL TOP DESK Kids size with 
swivel chair. $75 815-751-3672

Household Items
2005 WHIRLPOOL Duet Sport 
electric dry, $300 OBO and 
2-TWIN LOG bed frames, $200 
ea. or $300 both. 815-541-9729

Automobiles
1995 CABRIO: Convertible. New 
battery/brake lines/brain box. 110 
mlg. 847-477-6384 or 696-3289.

2004 JEEP GRAND Cherokee 
Laredo 4x4, straight 6, no rust, 
good tires, runs good, highway 
miles.  $2000 OBO.  608-934-
5562 or 608-558-7612

2007 FORD 500 LIMITED 101K, 
$4200. Can text 262-989-4112

2007 FORD EXPEDITION 
165K, new cats, coil pack, plugs, 
tires,trailer brakes, 3rd row. Call 
or text 262-989-4112

2012 CHEVY TRAVERSE 142k 
Hwy miles, 2 new tires, new brake 
pads. $6500. 815-947-2972

Automobiles 
Wanted

TOP DOLLAR FOR YOUR FULL 
SIZE JUNK TRUCKS & SUV’s. 
Haul away 7 days a week. 262-
758-1807
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8512 S. Union Rd. | Union, IL 60180 | DonleyAuctions.com

Guns and Military auction
January 30, 2021 • 9 a.m.

388503

300+ Guns – most new in Box

200+ Lots of ammo

and reLoadinG equipment
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