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Minimum wage hike, pets in public
housing among new changes

By Peter Hancock
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Minimum wage workers
in Illinois will see a boost in
their hourly pay to $12 per
hour starting Jan. 1, while
tenants in affordable hous-
ing units will be allowed to
keep pets.

Those are just some of the
more than 300 new laws that
take effect in the new year.

The minimum wage in-
crease is actually the result
of a 2019 law that phases
in a state minimum wage to
$15 an hour by 2025. This
year, it will increase by one
dollar to $12 an hour.

The law allowing public
housing tenants to keep pets
is the result of Senate Bill
154, by Sen. Linda Holmes,
D-Aurora, and Rep. Steph-
anie Kifowit, D-Oswego. It
provides that tenants of mul-
tifamily housing units that
are acquired, built or reno-
vated with money from the
[llinois Affordable Housing
Trust Fund may keep up to
two cats or one dog weigh-
ing less than 50 pounds.

It applies to residents
of housing units that are
desig-nated as affordable
housing for low- and very-
low-income families. The
bill passed both chambers
in its final form on May 30
and Gov. JB Pritzker signed
it into law Aug. 6.

Other new laws

Vehicle taxes: SB58 rais-
es the private vehicle tax,
which is a sales tax paid on
the purchase of vehicles,
by $75 for each model year
where the purchase price
is less than $15,000 and by
$100 for vehicles priced
above that amount. Howev-
er, the registration fee for
trailers weighing less than
3,000 pounds will drop to

$36 instead of $118.
College admissions:
HB226, establishing the

Higher Education Fair Ad-
missions Act, prohibits pub-
lic colleges and universities
from requiring applicants to
submit SAT, ACT or other
standardized test scores as
part of the admissions pro-
cess, although prospective
students may choose to sub-
mit them if they wish.

Drug prices: SB1682 re-
quires pharmacies to post a
notice informing consumers

that they may request cur-
rent pharmacy retail prices
at the point of sale.

FOID card chang-
es: HB562 enacts sever-
al changes to the Firearm
Owner Identification card
law. Among other things, it
provides for a streamlined
renewal process for FOID
cards and Concealed Car-
ry Licenses for people who
voluntarily submit finger-
print records. It also allows
the Illinois State Police to
issue a combined FOID card
and Concealed Carry Li-
cense to qualified applicants,
and it establishes a new Vio-
lent Crime Intelligence Task
Force to take enforcement
action against people with
revoked FOID cards.

Student mental health:
HB576 and SB1577 allow
students in Illinois up to five
excused absences to attend
to their mental or behavior-
al health without providing
a medical note. Those stu-
dents will be given an op-
portunity to make up any
work they missed during the
first absence and, after us-
ing a second mental health
day, may be referred to the
appropriate school support
personnel.

Official flags: HB605 re-
quires state agencies and
institutions to purchase Il-
linois and American flags
that are made in the United
States.

Hair styles: SB817 prohib-
its discrimination in schools
against individuals on the
grounds of wearing natural
or ethnic hairstyles, which
include dreadlocks, braids,
twists and afros.

Lemonade stands: SB119
prohibits public health au-
thorities from regulating
or shutting down lemonade
stands or similar operations
that are operated by children
under the age of 16. Known
as “Hayli’s Law,” it was in-
spired by 12-year-old Hayli
Martinez, whose lemonade
stand in Kankakee was shut
down by local officials.

Juneteenth: HB3922 rec-
ognizes June 19, or “June-
teenth,” as an official state
holiday that commemorates
the end of slavery in the
United States. In June, Pres-
ident Joe Biden also signed
a bill designating Juneteenth
as a federal holiday.
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Holiday tradition

The Canalles’ Christmas tradition — the wonderful sound of giving for 15 years — continued Dec. 11 at the
Johnsburg Walmart. Pictured (left to right) are Charlotte, Johnny and Lindsey Canalle.
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Driver Services facilities to close through Jan. 17

Due to an increase in
COVID-19 cases statewide,
Illinois Secretary of State
Jesse White is announcing
that all Secretary of State
departments will not con-
duct in-person transactions—
including Driver Services
facilities—from Jan. 3, 2022,
through Jan. 17, 2022. All
departments and Driver Ser-
vices facilities will reopen
on Tuesday, Jan. 18. White
is encouraging the public
to visit ilsos.gov for online
services. Online transac-
tions will remain open for
all departments to conduct
office services, including,
but not limited to the fol-
lowing:

* Renewing a
plate sticker.

license

* Renewing a driver’s li-
cense or ID card for those
who qualify (individuals
may call 217-785-1424 to
confirm their eligibility or
to obtain their PIN).

e Obtaining a duplicate
driver’s license or ID card.

e Obtaining a driver re-
cord abstract.

* Filing Business Services
documents, such as incorpo-
rations and annual reports.

In addition, the Drivers
and Vehicles Services ho-
tline phone number will re-
main open at 800-252-8980.
Customers with issues in-
volving administrative hear-
ings may email adminhear-
ings @ilsos.gov or call 312-
793-3722 or 217-782-7065.

As a reminder, White has

extended all driver’s license
and ID card expiration dates
to March 31, 2022. This ex-
tension does not apply to
commercial driver’s licens-
es (CDL) and CDL learner’s
permits.

“After careful consider-
ation and out of an abun-
dance of caution, we have
decided to close all Driver
Services facilities begin-
ning Jan. 3, 2022, through
Jan. 17, 2022, due to the
spike in COVID-19 cases,”
said White. “The health and
safety of employees and the
public remains paramount,
and face-to-face transac-
tions potentially increase
the further spread of the
virus. Our goal is to safe-
ly reopen all offices and

Driver Services facilities on
January 18 for face-to-face
transactions.”

In addition, White great-
ly expanded remote renew-
al for driver’s license and
ID card holders. Since this
fall, White’s office mailed
letters to eligible customers
with expired driver’s licens-
es and ID cards requiring
them to renew online, by
phone or by mail. The office
estimates that this helps to
eliminate the need for ap-
proximately 1 million peo-
ple to visit a facility.

The U.S. Department of
Homeland Security has ex-
tended the federal REAL ID
deadline to May 3, 2023.

For more information,
visit ilsos.gov.
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VIEWPOINT

Slices of life

Reflections on 2021, stepping forward to 22

It’s that time of year.
Out with the old, in with
the new. It would be an
understatement to say that I
welcome the new. It would
more of an understatement
that I still mourn the old. But
[’m getting there.

It’s been a year of hardship
for me as well as a year of
healing. Mostly healing.
When I look back to last
January, I can honestly say
[ was walking around in a
complete fog. It’s a wonder
[ got out of bed, much less
wrote columns—which I did.
[ didn’t miss a one.

I think meeting those
deadlines helped in ways
[ didn’t understand at the
time. They forced me to
do something—anything.

By
JILL
PERTLER

Columnist

That, in turn got me up each
morning. It made me shower
and get dressed and pretend
to exert some normalcy in
a life that was anything but
normal at the time.

People were counting
on me to tap out 600 or
so words each week and I
think that helped to keep
me going. People were
counting on me—at a time
when I couldn’t count on
myself, when I couldn’t—or

Back in the saddle

wouldn’t—do something for
me, because I didn’t have
it in me. I was exhausted.
Beyond that, honestly.

There was no gas in
the tank. I felt completely
empty. Still do, sometimes,
but the emptiness is slowly
dissipating. The tank is
slowly being replenished.
It’s been a process. It is a
process.

And in the end, I have
not only the growth and the
renewal of my life, but I have
my written words. Columns
that came out of the depths of
grief as well as the depths of
healing and finding life anew.
Columns demonstrating the
miracle of hope.The miracle
of the continuance of life.

My written words helped

keep me alive. I’'m so glad
they helped others, but just as
much they helped me.

I guess what I'm trying
to say is “Thank you.” In so
many ways, this column kept
me going. Kind messages and
emails from readers kept me
afloat. They kept my head
above water at a time when
I wasn’t sure whether I'd
drown or not.

When I think about how
far I’ve come, tears stream
down my face. I can’t stop
them and don’t think I’d want
to. I’ve learned that tears
can cleanse. Tears can heal.
And 2021 has been a year of
healing for me, as I hope it
has been for others.

I hope I never have to
repeat this growth, but now

that I'm on the tail end of
2021, I'm glad for all the
lessons, all the heartache and
all the pain. Because pain can
become strength. Heartache
can become joy. Lessons can
help you become the teacher.

I can boldly say I am not
the same person I was a year
ago; she is but a shadow of
me. I look no different from
the outside, but my inside has
changed most completely.

Would I go back to my old
self, my old me? I’m not sure
I could anymore. When you
change, you change.

Would I want to live out
the life I'd planned? Yes.
Of course I would. That got
taken from me and that will
never change. This life I am
living is not what I planned;

it’s what I have, still. And in
looking ahead to 2022, I can
say firmly and unabashedly
that I look forward to the
future.

I couldn’t say that a year
ago, but I can with resolute
confidence now. Bring it on
2022. Let’s grow together.
Let’s meet some new friends.
Let’s dance and laugh and
live this life.

With that, I offer a huge
thanks to all of you who have
made this new me possible.
Your support has been life-
changing. Big hugs.

Jill Pertler is an award-
winning syndicated
columnist, published
playwright, and author. Don’t
miss a slice; follow the Slices
of Life page on Facebook.

Local and virtual seminars, opportunities

By Ann Marie Cain, FBCM
MANAGER, WINNEBAGO-BOONE
FARM BUREAU
Winter Seminars

For most Northern Illinois
crop farmers, winter is a
slower time of the year.
While the fieldwork is put
on hold, many farmers are

cleaning and repairing farm
equipment in preparation of
next year’s crop. Throughout
the winter, farmers are also
selling and hauling grain

and making plans for the
2022 growing season. The
winter months are also spent
attending training sessions

and ag seminars. The
following events are quickly
approaching:

Improved Opportunities
to Protect Farm & Crops
Seminars in 2022

There is always uncertainty
around what spring,

summer and fall may bring.
COUNTRY Financial and
Illinois Farm Bureau remain
ready to assist farmers
through every season. The
organizations are again
teaming up for ten regional
meetings across Illinois to
share updates on improved

LETTER POLICY

We encourage readers to submit letters
to the editor. To be considered for
publication, all letters MUST be signed
with the writer’s full name. An address
and telephone number (which will not be
printed) must be provided for verification
purposes. Letters exceeding 250 words
may be edited for length. No potentially
libelous letters or letters containing
personal attacks will be printed.
Writers are limited to one letter per
month. Deadline is 5 p.m. Fridays.
Send letters for the Belvidere Republican
to: Letters to the Editor, 130 South
State Street, Suite 101, Belvidere, IL
61008, fax to 815-547-3045, or email

bdrnews@rvpublishing.com
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Model #203, Georgia, $49,500
Model #305, Biloxi, $36,825

Model #403, Augusta, $42,450
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BALANCE OWED $16,500

- Never been manufactured

* Comes with complete building

* Windows. Doors and Roofing not included

Serious Inquiries only Gall: 704 368-4928

* NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY

blueprints and Construction Manual
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opportunities for farmers to
protect their farms and crops
in 2022.

“Every farm operation
is different, and our goal
is always to help our farm
clients and Farm Bureau
members reach their goals
together with options and
information from a trusted
partner,” said Doug Yoder,
COUNTRY Financial Crop
Agency Manager. “These
meetings offer us the
opportunity to connect with
clients and members prior
to the busy planting season,
to make sure they have the
most up-to-date information
about federal crop and hail
insurance options, learn about
new coverage options from
COUNTRY and gain a better
understanding of changes in
markets and government that
they may need to consider,
so they can make informed
decisions for their operation.”

Eight in-person and two
virtual presentations will be
held throughout January and
February. All meetings will
include:

* Crop Insurance Update,
including changes to federal
crop insurance and new
private products offered by
COUNTRY, the #1 crop hail
insurer in Illinois. (Doug
Yoder, Crop Agency Manager
for COUNTRY Financial)

* Crop Claims Update
(COUNTRY Financial Crop
Claims Representative)

e Market Outlook (Tim
Tresslar, Grain Origination
Manager for Growmark)

*Legislative Update
(Illinois Farm Bureau)

 Opportunity for Audience
Q&A with presenters

The first meeting is
scheduled for Tuesday, Jan.
18, at DeKalb County Farm
Bureau, starting at 8 a.m.
Virtual Meetings will be held
at 9 a.m. on Tuesday, Jan.

25, 2022, and at noon on
Wednesday, Feb. 9, 2022, by
logging into www.myifb.org.

Registration is already
open for each event. To
register and reserve a seat
for any of the ten events, call
the Winnebago-Boone Farm
Bureau office at 815-962-
0653. Farm Bureau members
may also register online at
www.myifb.org.

For updates and more
information, visit on.ilfb.org/
winter-agribusiness-seminars.

Anhydrous Ammonia
In-person Training
Opportunities

Mlinois Farm Bureau
members are invited to
enroll in upcoming statewide
Anhydrous Ammonia
Certified Grower Training
sessions to fulfill state
requirements on mandatory
safety training. Free certified
grower trainings will be
offered on nine dates in
winter 2022 through a
partnership with Illinois
Dept. of Agriculture (IDOA),
Illinois Farm Bureau (IFB),
and Illinois Fertilizer and
Chemical Association (IFCA).

The following dates
and locations will host
the upcoming sessions.
Training starts at 1 p.m. at all
locations:

e Feb. 21:
AsmarkAgricenter,
Bloomington

* Feb. 22: Unique Suites,
Charleston

e Feb. 23: The Pavilion,
Marion

* Feb. 25: Effingham
Events Center, Effingham

* March 1: Mendota Civic
Center, Mendota

* March 2: Knox Agri
Center, Galesburg

* March 3: Holiday Inn,
Quincy

See SEMINARS, Page 4
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By Ken Johnson

ILLINOIS EXTENSION

out of feeders.”

fruit in a mesh bag.

HORTICULTURE EDUCATOR, UNIVERSITY OF

Once holidays are over, the Christmas
trees tend to come down. Instead of
hauling this year’s tree to the dump
or having the city pick it up, consider
repurposing it in your landscape.

University of Illinois Extension
Horticulture Educator Ken Johnson says
one popular use for Christmas trees after
the holidays is to use them to block wind
that can hinder feeding birds.

“Trees can be used as a windbreak by
placing them to the northwest of feeders
to block where our prevailing winds
come from this time of year,” Johnson
says. “Not only will this help protect
birds from the wind as they feed, but it
can also prevent birdseed from blowing

Additionally, trees can be turned into
a large festive bird feeder. Anchor the
tree to the ground using a steel fence
post. Then decorate it with strings of
popcorn and/or cranberries, as well as
pinecones smeared with peanut butter
and sunflower seeds, suet, or chopped

“Christmas trees can also be used to
create habitat for other wildlife in the
form of brush piles,” Johnson says.
“Place brush piles near field borders
and in woodland areas along with other
brush to provide cover for wildlife.”

Before building a brush pile, check for
local ordinances that may prohibit them.

SHEILA BROWN/PUBLICDOMAINPICTURES.NET Rock Valley Publishing
This year, instead of sending your tree to the dump, consider putting it out-
side to offer shelter and windbreak to birds and other wildlife.

Give Christmas trees a
second life after the holidays

Another use for your Christmas tree
includes providing habitat for aquatic
wildlife. Trees can be sunk in ponds
to provide shelter for fish and other
aquatic life. A single tree won’t offer
much habitat, so it’s best to group three
or four together. Trees should be sunk
vertically using rocks or concrete blocks

as anchors.

chimney fire.

ornaments.

In the garden, evergreen branches
and needles can be used as mulches to
cover perennial plants during the winter.
These mulches are light and won’t pack
or suffocate the roots of the plants they
are protecting. Trees can also be chipped
and used as mulch in the garden to help
reduce weed problems, moderate soil
temperature and retain moisture.

“Your Christmas tree can also be a
good source of wood for an outdoor
fire,” Johnson says. “The branches and
needles are good for getting fires started,
and the trunk can be used as fuel.”

Never burn a Christmas tree in a
fireplace or woodstove. It may contribute
to creosote buildup and could cause a

Finally, trees can be used in a variety
of crafty ways. The needles can be used
to make potpourri. When dry, the trunk
can be cut into wooden discs and used as
coasters or trivets, used to edge garden
beds, or decorated and turned into

Regardless of how a tree is reused
after the holidays, make sure to remove
all ornaments and tinsel.
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Winter Ag learning
opportunities offered

University of Illinois Ex-
tension is offering several
agriculture, environment, spe-
cialty crops, local foods, hor-
ticulture, and safety webinars
this winter.

Field Crop Production

Jan. 14, 9 a.m. to noon,
Northwest Illinois Agronomy
Summit - Stephenson County
Farm Bureau Building, 210
W. Spring St., Freeport.

A collaborative effort by
University of Illinois Exten-
sion and University of Wis-
consin-Madison will provide
strategies for weed, pest, dis-
ease, and nutrient manage-
ment. Topics of the summit,
Updates in Crop Manage-
ment, include:

Nutrient Management Un-
der High Prices: Make the
most of your input dollar
by considering manure and
cover crop credits, crop rota-
tion, nitrogen management,
and more. Presenter: Dan-
iel Smith, Nutrient and Pest
Management Specialist, Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison

e Illinois Variety Testing
Program: Review recent Uni-
versity of Illinois corn, soy-
bean, and hemp variety trials.
Presenter: Allen Parrish, Di-
rector, U of I Crop Science
Research Farm

e Tode Talk: Updates on
Soybean Cyst Nematode
Management: Learn new
methods to help manage CSN.
Presenter: Chelsea Harbach,
Extension Commercial Ag
Educator

e University Research Tri-
als: Presenter, Phillip Alberti,
Extension Commercial Ag
Educator

Field Crop Management
Conference
Multiple Locations: Jan. 19,
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., 2022 Crop
Management Conference at
Mt. Vernon, Doubletree by
Hilton, Mt. Vernon

* Insect Management in
Corn and Soybean

e Managing High-Priced
Fertilizer in 2022

* Maintaining and Enhanc-
ing the USDA Soybean Ger-
mplasm Collection

* Group 15 Herbicides:
Feb. 1 to March 14, Anytime:
2022 Crop Management Con-
ference, online

e Introduction to the Dash-
board for Agricultural Water
Use and Nutrient Manage-
ment project

e Controlling Soybean
Cyst Nematodes in Soybean
through Genetic Resistance

* Controlling Wheat Head
Scab in Illinois: Separating
Fact from Fiction

Feb. 2, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.:
2022 Crop Management
Conference - Macomb
Grand Ballroom, The
University Union, Macomb

e Insect Management in
Corn and Soybean

* Managing Highe Priced
Fertilizer in 2022

* Maintaining and Enhanc-
ing the USDA Soybean Ger-
mplasm Collection

* Group 15 Herbicides

* Agriculture in a Chang-
ing Climate: What We Know,
What We Don’t Know, and
What We Can Do

Feb. 8, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.:
2022 Crop Management
Conference - Champaign,
I-Hotel, Champaign

e Insect Management in
Corn and Soybean

e Managing High-priced
Fertilizer in 2022

* Maintaining and Enhanc-
ing the USDA Soybean Ger-
mplasm Collection

* Group 15 Herbicides

e Agriculture in a Chang-
ing Climate: What We Know,
What We Don’t Know, and
What We Can Do
Feb. 15, 8 a.m.: 2022 Crop
Management Conference
— Sycamore Farm Bureau
Building, Sycamore

e Insect Management in
Corn and Soybean

* Managing High-priced
Fertilizer in 2022

* Maintaining and Enhanc-
ing the USDA Soybean Ger-
mplasm Collection

* Group 15 Herbicides

lllinois Pesticide Safety
Education Program

January - Spring: All Uni-
versity of Illinois Extension
Pesticide Safety Education
Program training and testing
is online through spring 2022.
Online, on-demand training
courses allow participants to
complete the training on their
own schedule and at their
own pace within a 30-day
access window. The courses,
taught by PSEP specialists,
are engaging and provide
exam-preparation  questions
throughout. Participants may
also purchase printed self-
study training publications for
each license category at Pubs
Plus. The workbooks align
with the manuals and provide
sample questions.

Currently Available

e Private Applicator Online
Training ($45), Testing ($12)

* General Standards Train-
ing ($45), Testing ($12)

e Aerial General Standards
Testing Only ($12)

* Dealer Testing Only ($12)

e Field Crops Training
($25), Testing ($12)

* Rights-of- Way Training
($25), Testing ($12)

* Vegetable Training ($25),
Testing ($12)

e Demonstration and Re-
search Training ($25), Testing
($12)

* Private Grain Fumigation
Training ($25), Testing ($12)

e Grain Facility Training
($25), Testing ($12)

* Seed Treatment Testing
Only ($12)

o Turfgrass Training ($25),
Testing ($12)

* Ornamentals
($25), Testing ($12)

 Aquatics Training ($25),
Testing ($12)

* Mosquito Training ($25),
Testing ($12)

* Plant Management Train-
ing ($25), Testing ($12)

* Forest Testing Only ($12)

e Fruit Crops Testing Only
($12)

* Livestock Testing Only
($12)

* Sewer Line Root Testing
Only ($12)

e Soil Fumigation Testing
Only ($12)

* Livestock Production

Training

Jan. 27-28: Driftless Region
Beef Conference - Grand
River Convention Center,
Dubuque, lowa

With nearly 2.5 million
cattle in four Midwest states,
Illinois, Iowa, and Wisconsin
Extension experts are teaming
together to offer the Driftless
Region Beef Conference.

* Keynote: Ron Gill, Pro-
fessor and Extension Live-
stock Specialist, Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension

e Valuee added Cuts Meat
Fabrication = Demonstration:
Terry Houser, Iowa State e
University Meat Science Spe-
cialist

¢ Alternative Meats

e Consumer Trends

e Producer Panel: Valuee
added Opportunities

e Matt Ludlow, Rush Creek
Ranch, Wisconsin, and recent
winner of the National Stock-
er Award

* Feedlot operations and
cowe calf producers breakout
sessions

e Market Outlook

Certified Livestock
Manager Training

January - February: Uni-
versity of Illinois Extension is
hosting 10 in-person Certified
Livestock Manager Training
workshops in addition to the
24/7 online training.

See LEARNING, Page 4

Pandemic fatigue and mental health

The first positive case of
COVID-19 in the United
States was confirmed in the
state of Washington on Jan.
20, 2020. Nearly two years
later, more than 50 million
Americans have been infect-
ed with the virus and more
than 800,000 have died.

Now COVID-19 cases are
once again rising and the
new omicron variant of the
virus is sweeping the nation.
As we look ahead at what
could be another long pan-
demic-driven winter, health
care experts are urging the
public to stay the course and
slow the spread.

The push to get everyone
eligible vaccinated contin-

ues, and recommendations
remain to wear masks and
maintain physical distance in
public spaces and to practice
hand hygiene.

As the pandemic drags
on, however, following
COVID-19 prevention
guidelines can feel like a
challenge to maintain for
many. A growing number of
Americans are fed up and
frustrated by the strain the
coronavirus has put on daily
life — also known as pandem-
ic fatigue.

“Pandemic fatigue is really
that we’ve existed in an en-
vironment where we’ve had
certain restrictions that we
had never had before. And I

think our ability to maintain
that is really waning at this
point,” said Cheryl Crowe,
vice president of Behavioral
Health for OSF HealthCare.
Crowe says pandemic fa-
tigue is a normal reaction
to such a major overhaul to
the way we live every day.
We are grieving our pre-
COVID-19 lives, as we look
ahead to a long winter and
continued restrictions.
“We’re struggling because
we have the desire to have
those social connections,
to get our normal life back
again. So we tend to slip
with our things like masking
and being in smaller groups
or staying out of a heavily

public area. We’re frustrated
and we just want that normal
back again. And so our abili-
ty to cope with those restric-
tions is a little bit strained at
this point,” explained Crowe.

According to Crowe, the
continued pandemic and the
changes that come with it
have also triggered a wave of
mental health issues. Those
dealing with addiction, de-
pression, social isolation,
and general stress have been
hit hard.

Crowe says people who are
struggling shouldn’t hesitate
to reach out — whether that is
to a friend, their physician, or
a mental health professional.

“Mental health right now

is probably more important
than it’s ever been in a lot of
ways. Our lives have been
so disrupted and changed.
Our social connections have
changed. Our fear and anx-
iety related to this has real-
ly driven up a lot of mental
health challenges for us, so
don’t feel bad in reaching
out to your primary care phy-
sician or seeing a therapist
talking to the doctor about
anxiety, depression and what
you can do about it,” she
said.

Crowe continued, “Those
may be things we never
thought we would need be-
fore, and it’s a different time
now. We’ve experienced

through this pandemic a lot
of grief and loss of our nor-
mal lives. And if that’s some-
thing we need to get us back
on track, then that’s some-
thing to absolutely pursue
because our mental health is
just as important as our phys-
ical health.”

If you want to reach out
for assistance, OSF Health-
Care offers free behavioral
health navigation services to
help understand all resources
available in your area. OSF
Silver Cloud is also avail-
able. The free mental health
digital support tool is avail-
able in communities served
by OSF.

— OSF HealthCare
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Boone County rejects extension requests for 3 solar projects

By Bob Balgemann
REPORTER

Requests for one-year ex-
tensions on special use per-
mits, issued in 2018 for three
solar projects in unincorporat-
ed Boone County, have been
denied in split votes of the
county board.

The first request was re-
ferred to as Kish II on 30
acres in an A-1, agricultural
preservation district in Flora
Township, west of Wheeler
Road and north of Rosetter
Road. County Planner Izzy

Mandujano told the board
at its Dec. 16 meeting that
a one-year extension—the
board only may issue exten-
sions of one year—had been
issued last year. Should this
one be approved, the new
deadline for the project would
be December 2022.

She explained that state
legislation approved in Sep-
tember, known as the Cli-
mate and Equitable Jobs Act,
would create incentives for
solar projects. “So, that means
these projects will again be

put into the (state) lottery, to
see if they will be funded.”

Board Vice Chairperson
Sherry Giesecke asked where
that funding would come
from.

“Federal government,”
Planner = Mandujano  an-
swered.

Opposition to granting a
second extension immediate-
ly came from board member
Jonathan Van Laar.

“I feel that I keep voting
on extensions for these proj-
ects,” he said. “I will not be

in favor of this. I think they
either have to get the project
in the ground, or stop.” He
added: “Also, it (project) is
using prime agricultural land,
which I love too much to put
solar panels on.”

Board member Rodney
Riley agreed. “T think we’ve
kicked the can down the road
long enough,” he said.

Mandujano said the pro-
posals in question were com-
munity projects and quite a
bit smaller than commercial.
“They do rely on funding,”

she said.

The motion to approve the
one-year extension for Kish
II failed in a 5-5 vote with
newly seated board member
Tom Walberg voting present.
Board member Ray Larson
was absent.

“Yes” votes were cast by
board members Bill Rob-
ertson, Steve Schabacker,
Cherie Bartelt, Freddy De
La Trinidad and Chairman
Karl Johnson. Voting “no”
were board members Riley,
Van Laar, Dave Wiltse, Ryan

Curry and Vice Chairperson
Giesecke.

Next up was the Ogdenville
request on 33.5 acres in Bo-
nus Township, west of Gar-
den Prairie Road and north of
Route 20.

“Is this the first or second
extension?” Wiltse asked.

“Second,” Mandujano re-
plied.

The motion to grant this re-
quested extension also failed
in a 5-5-1 vote, with the same
breakdown of board members
as in the first vote.

lllinoisans remain focused on health as New Year arrives

Delta Dental of lllinois survey shows increased awareness of oral and overall health during pandemic

A new year often inspires
people to reprioritize their
health and well-being. But
New  Year’s resolutions
won’t be the only reason
people may be focused on
their health. The ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic has
played a large role in keeping
overall health at the forefront
of people’s minds.

More than three in four II-
linois residents (77 percent)
say the COVID-19 pandemic
has made them more aware
of their overall health, ac-
cording to a recent survey by
Delta Dental of Illinois.

“During the pandemic,
we’ve all been focused on
how to avoid getting sick,”
said Dr. Sheila Strock, vice
president of dental services
and chief science officer
at Delta Dental of Illinois.
“The start of a new year is a
great time to take this focus
and use it to make a positive
change in our lives. That in-
cludes continuing preventive
steps to better take care of
our oral and overall health.”

Oral health key to
overall health
The Delta Dental of II-

o S emi ” a rs (Continued from page 2)

* March 4: Poe’s Catering,
Springfield

e March 14:
AsmarkAgricenter,
Bloomington

Attendance is limited for
each session. Growers may
register at www.ilfb.org/NH3
to guarantee their seat and
learn more information.

Illinois growers and
grower farm operators who
transport or apply anhydrous
ammonia, or otherwise
maintain anhydrous ammonia
equipment, are now required
by state regulation (8 IAC
215) to complete certified
grower training. The full text
of the current regulations
is available at: www.ilga.
gov/commission/jcar/
admincode/008/0080
0215sections.html.

Growers and grower
farm operators have until
April 1, 2022, to be initially
certified and must participate
in refresher training every
three years. As a reminder,
Anhydrous Ammonia
Certified Grower Training
can also be fulfilled online
at onenet.illinois.gov/
page.aspx?item=128037.
Questions and assistance
with the training content can

be answered by the Illinois
Department of Agriculture at
217-782-3817.

lllinois Farm Bureau
To Host “Rules For The
Road” Trucking Seminar
In McHenry County
linois Farm Bureau will
host a series of two-hour
trucking seminars, which
will focus on transportation
laws and regulations as they
pertain to the agricultural
industry throughout the state.
Two of the events will be
broadcasted virtually on Feb.
22 and 24, 2022. McHenry
County Farm Bureau will
host one of the in-person
sessions on March 8, 2022, at
10 a.m. at the Moose Lodge,
22500 IL-173, Harvard.
“There are some trucking
laws that have been reshaped
in recent years, such as the
Entry Level Driver Training
Requirement that goes into
effect on Feb. 7, 2022,” said
Rodney Knittel, IFB assistant
director of transportation
and infrastructure. “These
presentations are designed
to take a closer look at these
latest rules and provide an
opportunity for farmers to
ask those ag-related trucking

linois survey showed that
almost all Illinois adults
(95 percent) agree that oral
health is very important to
overall health.

Yet, about three in 10 said
they didn’t realize there is
a connection between their
oral health and conditions
such as dementia, stroke,
high blood pressure, diabe-
tes, and respiratory issues.

Visiting your dentist and
physician for regular pre-
ventive checkups can iden-
tify issues with your health
before they worsen. During
a routine exam of your

questions that they can’t seem
to find clear answers for.”

The Rules for the Road
Seminar will cover recent
changes and some of the
more established but still
misunderstood rules, such as
the USDOT Number, UCR
registrations, and driver’s
license classifications,
to name a few. Knittel
specializes in farm
transportation issues and will
lead the seminar series, and
he will be joined by Illinois
enforcement agencies.

Rules for the Road
seminars are open to all
Illinois Farm Bureau
members. Attendance is free,
courtesy of Winnebago-
Boone Farm Bureau and
Illinois Farm Bureau, but
advance registration is
requested. On March 8§,
Lunch will be served at noon.
Please call the Winnebago-
Boone Farm Bureau at
815-962-0653 or email
wbfbmanager @live.com
to reserve your place at the
March 8 Rules for the Road
Seminar by March 1.

For more information,
contact Winnebago-Boone
Farm Bureau or Rodney
Kanittel at rknittel @ilfb.org.
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mouth and jaw, your dentist
can potentially detect early
warning signs of more than
120 diseases.

“Taking care of your teeth
and gums can play a signif-
icant role in ensuring the
health of your whole body,”
Strock said.

Making oral health a
priority

More than seven in 10 II-
linoisans (72 percent) said
they are paying closer atten-
tion to their oral health care
habits at home as a result of
COVID-19, according to the
Delta Dental of Illinois sur-

vey.
Good home oral health
habits include brushing

twice a day for two full min-
utes each time and flossing
daily.

A strong oral health reg-
imen also includes routine
dental checkups. While
some Illinoisans said they
weren’t comfortable visit-
ing the dentist during the
COVID-19 pandemic, the
vast majority (92 percent)
had planned to visit the den-

tist in 2021.

Regular dental checkups
are important for both adults
and children. As noted, they
can help detect issues ear-
ly, prevent problems from
getting worse and avoid the
need for more costly and
complex treatments.

“If you haven’t sched-
uled your next dental ap-
pointment, the fresh start
of a new year is the perfect
reminder to do so,” Strock
said. “Going to the dentist
is safe. Dentists have always
taken precautions to reduce
the spread of infection, and
they’ve taken additional
steps during the COVID-19
pandemic to protect your
health.”

Dental coverage
provides added benefits
Having dental benefits
can help with access to pre-
ventive care as most plans
cover 100 percent of routine
checkups and cleanings.
Dental coverage goes be-
yond oral health benefits,
though. Not only can it help
prevent or identify health is-

o Learning (Continued from page 3)

e Jan. 18, 9 a.m.: Certified
Livestock Manager Train-
ing: Effingham

e Jan. 19, 9 a.m.: Certified
Livestock Manager Train-
ing: Nashville

e Jan. 20, 9 a.m.: Certified
Livestock Manager Train-
ing: Breese

Hybrid

Expo, Springfield: The II-
linois Performance Tested
Bull Sale is a leader in in-
troducing Illinois seedstock
breeders and commercial
cow-calf producers to the
latest evaluation technol-
ogies and practices. The
sale offers the best perfor-
mance-based genetics of the
beef industry.

Home, Community,
Commercial
Horticulture

e Jan. 12: 3 p.m.: Dealing
with Winter Wildlife Dam-
age - Good Growing - Online

Wildlife can be fun to
watch, but wild animals can
also be very destructive to
the home landscape. Learn
about six mammals that may
be causing damage to your
yard or garden this winter
and some tips to help pro-
tect your landscape. In this
session we will discuss deer,
rabbits, raccoons, squirrels,
voles and mice.

e Jan. 25, 2022: 1:30 p.m.:
Spring Ephemerals - Four
Seasons Gardening - Online

These bulbs get their name
because of their quick ap-
pearance in the environment
in the early spring, flower-
ing even before leaves have

fully grown on deciduous
trees. Horticulture Educator
Gemini Bhalsod will guide
you through the interesting
diversity of spring ephemer-
als and how to grow them in
your yard.

Specialty Crop
Production

e Jan. 12, 8§ a.m. - 4 p.m.:
Illiana Vegetable Growers
Symposium, Teibel’s Fami-
ly Restaurant, 1775 US 41,
US 30/US 41, Schererville,
Indiana

e Jan. 20, noon: Practi-
cal Agroforestry for Illinois
Small Farms - Small Farms
Winter Webinar - Online

Using real-world examples
from working farms, we’ll
explore agroforestry practic-
es that are perfectly suited
for small, diversified farms.
See how to incorporate trees
and perennials onto your
landscape for conservation,
profit, and beauty through
multi-functional windbreaks,
hedgerows, alley cropping,
and riparian buffers. Savanna
Institute and Canopy Farm
Management staff will also
provide opportunities  for
technical advising, resource
connection, and implementa-
tion options for farmers and
landowners.

e Jan. 27, noon: Regenera-
tive Agriculture: Techniques
Towards Sustainable Vegeta-
ble Production - Small Farms
Winter Webinar - Online

Using ground covers and
reduced tillage can decrease
reliance on chemical inputs
in vegetable production.
Explore regenerative agri-

sues, but there are also many
emotional benefits.

Ninety percent of Illinois-
ans with dental coverage
reported having peace of
mind, relief from worrying
about dental emergencies
and the opportunity to lead
a healthier life due to their
dental coverage.

If you do not currently
have dental coverage or are
looking for an alternative,
an individual dental plan can
provide coverage for routine
preventive visits, as well as
other dental care needs. To
learn more about individ-
ual dental coverage, visit
deltadentalil.com/individu-
al-plans/plans-for-you-and-
your-family.

In addition, people with
diabetes, heart disease and
other health conditions may
benefit from extra preven-
tive care. Some dental plans
provide additional cleanings
for those with specific health
conditions. Learn about the
Delta Dental of Illinois En-
hanced Benefits Program at
deltadentalil.com/resources/
ebp.

culture techniques and pre-
liminary results from a field
study on tomatoes. Present-
er: Kacie Athey.

Environment

e Jan. 13, 1 p.m.: The Re-
cent IPCC Climate Report
- Everyday Environment -
Online

The Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change’s
Working Group 1 recently
came out with a report de-
tailing the most up-to-date
physical understanding of
the climate system and cli-
mate change. Come learn
what the report says and
what it means for our future.
Presenter: Abigail Garofalo.

Health and Safety

e Jan. 14: Winter Hazards
Training - Online

Learn about agricultural
employee safety during the
winter months from skilled
industry leaders. The train-
ing is in conjunction with
the Grain Handling Safety
Council.

e Jan. 19, 8 a.m.: Mental
Health First Aid for the Agri-
culture Community - Online

Farmers, ranchers, and
agricultural workers have
worse mental health than
the general population. Give
someone in your community
a hand by learning how to
recognize and respond when
someone might need help.
Gain skills to identify signs
of mental health issues, learn
how to communicate with
someone experiencing them,
and leave with resources to
connect someone with help.
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Battery recycling event through Jan. 28

The McHenry County De-
partment of Health (MCDH)
will be accepting single-use
alkaline batteries for recy-
cling from Jan. 3 to Jan. 28
at the Division of Environ-
mental of Health, located at
667 Ware Road, Suite 110, in
Woodstock.

Battery sizes AA, AAA, C,

Art contest deadline

The McHenry County His-
torical Society & Museum
has extended the deadline and
reduced the fee for its 2021-
22 art contest. Entries for
“This Place Matters: Historic
Structures and Landscapes of
McHenry County” now are
due on Feb. 25.

MCHS is marking the sec-
ond year of its featured exhibit
“Art of the Past: Discovering
History Through McHenry
County Artists” with a juried
art show. Artists are invited
to use their creativity and in-
genuity to paint or draw his-
torically significant buildings,
structures and landscapes in
McHenry County.

D and 9-volt from residen-
tial sources will be accepted
at no cost to residents. Only
single-use, non-rechargeable
batteries will be accepted
during this event.

Batteries may be dropped
off Monday through Friday
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the
MCDH Division of Envi-

The McHenry County His-
torical Society hopes this art
show will foster an apprecia-
tion for history and create an
awareness to preserve these
historic structures for future
generations. If you’d like,
download the contest flyer
(available at mchenrycount-
yhistory.org) which includes
complete entry guidelines.
And, please share it!

The contest rules are as fol-
lows:

* Entries due online at
GotHistory.org by Feb. 25,
2021.

* Up to three works may be
submitted digitally. The entry
fee of $35 covers up to three

ronmental Health located
inside the McHenry County
Administration Building.
Masks are currently required
in the building.

MCDH is unable to accept
any other types of recyclable
materials or waste during
this recycling program. To
recycle other types of batter-

ies such as lithium-ion cell
phones, laptops, recharge-
able drills, other small ap-
pliance rechargeable batter-
ies, vehicles or etc., review
the McHenry County Green
Guide for a list of recycling
locations (fees may apply).
“We recycled 4,283
pounds of alkaline batter-

extended to Feh. 25

entries.

* Entries will be limited to
two-dimensional ~ paintings,
drawings or watercolors.

e Entries must relate to
McHenry County buildings,
structures or landscapes.

e Maximum overall size is
24-by-36 inches, including
mat or frame.

e Glassless or Plexiglass
framing only, for safety.

*  Submissions will be
judged by Sandra Lang, retired
MCC art gallery curator.

* Artists will be notified by
letter regarding acceptance by
March 11, 2022.

* Artwork must be dropped
off at the museum in Union by

March 25, 2022.

e Art will be displayed and
sold during the 2022 May-Oc-
tober museum season.

e Exhibit opening spring
2022.

* Artists may specify a re-
serve (minimum) price.

* Half of the proceeds from
the painting will be paid to the
artist, with the remaining half
benefiting the McHenry Coun-
ty Historical Society, a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organization.

e The Best in Show sub-
mission will not be sold or
returned to the artist but will
become a permanent addition
to the McHenry County His-
torical Society’s art collection.

Winter tree ID

Sunday, Jan. 9, 2-3:30 p.m.,
Pleasant Valley Conservation
Area, 13315 Pleasant Valley
Road, Woodstock. How can
you tell tree species apart in
the winter when there are no
leaves? Participants will take a
hike and learn about tips and
tricks to identify some of our
common tree and shrub species
in the cold months. Dress for
the weather and hiking over
rugged terrain. Ages 14 and up.
Last day for internet registration
is Jan. 7. Visit mccdistrict.org
for more information. There are
eight openings left.

COURTESY PHOTO McHenry County News

Sustainability summit Jan. 31

The Waste Reduction Ac-
tion Team of the Environmen-
tal Defenders of McHenry
County will be hosting a Sus-
tainability Summit for local
leaders to discuss food waste
and single-use plastic. This is
a critical time for the county
to take action that will lead to
lasting change. A recent local
study funded by the Defend-
ers found microplastics in our
water streams, and with the
passage of the Climate and
Equitable Jobs Act (CEJA), it
is a ripe time for applying for
grants and funding to help the
county become more sustain-
able.

The action team has a mis-
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sion to bring the community to-
gether to make goals and hold
each other accountable. They
have invited all local officials,
school leaders and restaurant
owners to discuss how to make
these goals achievable. The
Defenders are bringing in ex-
perts to lead the discussion and
give examples of how waste
reduction is possible.

Julie Schilf of US EPA will
lead the discussion as one of
the keynote speakers. Shilf is
the lead coordinator for the
Sustainable Management for
Food programs for Region
5 of the EPA. Julie is also a
Crystal Lake native and is
excited to return and help her

/
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J

community.

The second keynote speaker
is Julie Brown, who is a zero
waste specialist from Minne-
sota and has led the Twin Cit-
ies in implementing commer-
cial organic programs.

The summit will have more
local experts as well. Repre-
sentatives from Seven Genera-
tions Ahead, McHenry County
Schools Environmental Ed-
ucation Program (MCSEEP)
and the Solid Waste Agency of
Lake County (SWALCO) will
also be present. As of now, 60
participants have signed up
and it will keep growing un-
til the day of the summit. The
summit has been made possi-

|
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ble by a grant from the Aptar-
group Charitable Foundation,
and McHenry County College
has generously offered their
conference center to use as
the venue for the Summit. The
event will be Jan. 31 from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. All participants
who attend in person will be of-
fered a free breakfast, courtesy
of Uprising Café and lunch by
Duke’s Alehouse and Kitchen.
If you are a local leader and
have not received an invite,
email the Waste Reduction
Team at wastereductionCL@
gmail.com.

For more information, visit
www.mcdef.org or call 815-
338-0393.
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ies during a similar event in
January of 2021. To visual-
ize what that looks like, it
is approximately 10-55-gal-
lon drums full of batteries,”
said MCDH Environmental
Health Solid Waste Manager
Kelli Boeckmann. “That’s
over 2 tons of material that
we were able to divert from
the sanitary landfill.”

All batteries collected
during this event will be
shipped to Battery Solutions
in Wixom, Mich. Battery
Solutions is a U.S.-based

Crime news

Patrick D.  Kenneally,
McHenry County state’s at-
torney, made the following
announcements:

Robbery conviction
brings five-year
sentence

David O. Harper, 31, of
McHenry, was sentenced to
five years in the Illinois De-
partment of Corrections by
Judge Robert Wilbrandt after
pleading guilty to robbery
(Victim over 60), a Class 1
felony, on Nov. 23.

On May 26, 2021, Harper
attempted to steal merchan-
dise from Mariano’s in Crys-
tal Lake. An employee of the
store made efforts to stop
Harper. Harper then pushed
a shopping cart into the em-
ployee and pulled a knife out
of his pocket. Harper escaped
the Mariano’s parking lot but
was detained nearby.

This case was investigated
by the Crystal Lake Police
Department. This case was
prosecuted by Brian Miller of
the McHenry County State’s
Attorney’s Office.

Guilty plea in delivery of
controlled substance

Pablo Nieves, 59, of Chica-
g0, pled guilty to delivery of a
controlled substance, a Class
2 felony, before Judge Robert
A. Wilbrandt on Nov. 23, and
was sentenced to six years
in the Illinois Department of
Corrections.

On Dec. 4, 2020, a 36-year-
old victim was found un-
responsive after ingesting
illegal narcotics. An inves-
tigation into the overdose
death by the Crystal Lake
Police Department revealed
that the deceased’s girlfriend
had received the illegal nar-
cotics from Nieves, and she
then shared them with the de-

battery recycler where bat-
teries are separated by
chemistry and recycled into
materials like zinc and man-
ganese concentrate, steel,
paper and plastic. Recycling
is an easy way to reduce
waste from disposal in san-
itary landfills, improve sus-
tainability efforts and pro-
tect the environment.

For more information, vis-
it the Solid Waste Program
page or contact Solid Waste
Manager Kelli Boeckmann
at 815-334-4585.

ceased.

The investigation was led
by Detective Mattson and was
prosecuted by Ken Hudson of
the McHenry County State’s
Attorney’s Office.

Six years for aggravated
criminal sexual assault

Christopher  St.  Georg-
es, 24, of Crystal Lake, was
sentenced to six years in the
Illinois Department of Cor-
rections for the offense of
aggravated criminal sexual
assault, a Class X felony. The
defendant was sentenced on
Nov. 30, by McHenry County
Judge Coppedge following a
plea of guilty.

This case was investigated
by members of the McHenry
County Sheriff’s Department.
The case was prosecuted by
Tyler Mikan of the McHenry
County State’s Attorney’s Of-
fice.

Defendant pleads guilty
to drug induce homicide

Jose M. Perez, 61, of Chi-
cago, pled guilty to the of-
fense of drug induced homi-
cide and was sentenced to
six years in the Illinois De-
partment of Corrections by
McHenry County Judge Mi-
chael Coppedge.

Perez was arrested in
March of 2020 arising from
an investigation that revealed
that he delivered cocaine to
another that ultimately result-
ed in the death of the victim.
Under Illinois Truth in Sen-
tencing Guidelines, the defen-
dant will be required to serve
75 percent of his sentence.

The case was investigated
by the North Central Narcot-
ics Task Force and the Algon-
quin Police Department. The
case was prosecuted by As-
sistant State’s Attorneys Kyle
Bruett and Brian Miller.
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Freeze out scammers as winter weather arrives

With the official arrival of
winter this week, the Better
Business Bureau is warning
consumers to be on guard
against winter scams. There
are several potential scams
that would-be thieves could
use to rip off consumers who
are desperate to protect them-
selves from the cold.

“Scammers are quick to
offer furnace inspections
before the cold hits,” says

Dennis Horton director of the
Rockford Regional Office of
the Better Business Bureau.
“Suppose someone shows up
at your door or calls and of-
fers to inspect your furnace or
heating system and demands
cash up front. In that case,
you are best served by turning
down the offer.”

The same advice holds for
those offering shoveling and
plowing services during or

following a snowstorm. “If
you need snow-clearing ser-
vices, ask for invoices and
never pay cash up front,”
notes Horton.

Using freezing tempera-
tures as their hook, con artists
will masquerade as represen-
tatives from a utility company
and demand money for a past
due bill. Consumers should
exercise caution if someone
comes to their door, or they

Rosecrance offers a fresh
start in recovery through
data-driven treatment

The start of a new year
means the annual ritual of res-
olutions and promises to do
better in 2022. For people in
recovery, January 1 is a timely
reminder that fresh starts can
be life-changing moments.

“It is important to get that
second chance to start over,
rebuild and reconnect,” said
Dr. Raymond Garcia, Rose-
crance  Harrison Campus
medical director. “I love that
Rosecrance is a place of peo-
ple dedicated to helping cli-
ents who want to make those
fresh starts.”

For many people, treatment
may be the first step toward
new life. Rosecrance’s out-
comes-informed  approach
uses therapy techniques that
have proved to be successful

for mental health and sub-
stance use. Caring staft works
with clients to develop plans
that meet each person’s par-
ticular needs. These programs
can be adjusted in real time as
individual progress is tracked
with industry-standard assess-
ment tools.

Because Rosecrance offers
a full continuum of outpatient
and inpatient treatment, cli-
ents can receive the appropri-
ate level of services.

“We use all our data to pro-
vide meaningful feedback to
clients and staff,” Garcia said.
“Knowing that we can adapt
what we’re doing based on
the results gives us confidence
that we are providing the best
care possible.”

For others, the first steps

toward a transformed life may
be moving to a different loca-
tion, changing jobs, or finding
new social circles. A fresh
start also could mean finding
a mentor or choosing to work
on a couple areas of weak-
ness. Rosecrance’s Alumni
Program is available to con-
nect people with a supportive

community wherever they
may life.
Rosecrance encourages

anyone who wants to run the
race of recovery to reach out
anytime. Access counselors
can be reached at 888-928-
5278.

About Rosecrance

For more information visit
rosecrance.org or call us at
815-391-1000.
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receive a call.

[llinois utility companies
are prohibited from shutting
off service during inclement
weather. Contact your utility
company directly if you are
concerned about an overdue
bill. Always call the customer
service number on your bill
when dealing with any utility
company.

To find reputable contrac-
tors for furnace maintenance

or repair and to avoid being
a scam victim, follow these
tips:

* Always check their ratings
and reviews at BBB.org.

* Ask for references .

* Be extremely cautious of
anyone reaching out to you
unsolicited.

* Never pay cash up front or
sign a contract until you have
time to review the company.

e Never let anyone inside

your home without thorough-
ly checking their background
and discussing it with trusted
neighbors or family.

e Illinois state law requires
a contract for any project cost-
ing over $1,000.

* Report any scam attempts
to the BBB’s Scam Tracker.

For more information,
check out BBB.org or follow
us @ChicagoBBB on social
media.

New laws will take
effect In January

When the new year arrived on Jan.
1 brought with it nearly 300 new laws
in Illinois—everything from addressing
confidentiality for victims of human
trafficking to lowering fees for trailer

license plates.

Insurance companies will now be
required to cover comprehensive testing
for cancer predisposition, pancreatic
cancer screenings and tests for diabetes
and vitamin D deficiency. Parking will
be made easier for expectant mothers
in their third trimester as they will be
eligible for a free placard to park in
handicap-designated spots.

sarcoidosis.

New laws in 2022 will help fund
educational scholarships to military
families, expand cottage food
operations and promote awareness of

We’ve even fully legalized kids’

session.

College news

MSoE Dean’s List - Fall
Quarter 2021

Milwaukee School of En-
gineering congratulates stu-
dents named to the Fall Quar-
ter 2021 Dean’s List.
Belvidere:

Corbin  Gustafson  was
named to the Milwaukee
School of  Engineering’s
Dean’s List with High Hon-
ors for the 2021 Fall Quarter.
Gustafson is pursuing a Bach-
elor of Science in Mechanical

ASSUMED NAME
CERTIFICATE OF
INTENTION
STATE OF ILLINOIS ss.

County of Boone
This is to certify that the
undersigned intend...to
conduct and transact a food
truck for selling hot dog
and polish business in said
County and State under the
name of ZAE’S CLASSIC
CHICAGO HOT DOGS &
POLISH at the following
post office addresses: 1905
Chamberlain St., Belvid-
ere, IL 61008 that the true
and real full names of all
persons owning, conduct-
ing or transacting such
business, with the respec-
tive residence address of
each are as follows:
Maegen English, 1905
Chamberlain St., Belvid-
ere, IL 61008.
SIGNED:
MAEGEN ENGLISH
Dated 12/23/2021
Subscribed and sworn
(or affirmed) to before me,
this 23rd day of December,
A.D. 2022.
JULIE A. BLISS
COUNTY CLERK
By GISELLE R. LENOVER
DEPUTY
(OFFICIAL SEAL)
(Published in the
Belvidere Republican

Jan. 6, 13 & 20, 2022)
410522

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE 17TH

Engineering.

Undergraduate students
who have earned at least 30
credits and have a cumula-
tive GPA of 3.20 or higher
(out of 4.0) are on the Dean’s
List. Students who have main-
tained a 3.70 or higher receive
“High Honors.”

UMGC students named
to Dean’s List

The following local stu-
dents were named to the

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF BOONE
In the Matter of the Estate
of GRANT C. MEYERS,
deceased
No. 2021-P-87
CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the
death of GRANT C. MEY-
ERS, of Poplar Grove,
Illinois on November 16,
2021. Letters of office
were issued on Decem-
ber 30, 2021, to ROSS O.
MEYERS, 845 S. Perry
Pkwy., Oregon, WI 53575,
as independent executor,
whose attorney is TOBIN
& RAMON, 530 South
State Street; Suite 200,
Belvidere, IL 61008-3711.

The estate will be ad-
ministered without court
supervision, unless under
5/28-4 of the Probate Act
(755 ILCS 5/28-4), an in-
terested person terminates
independent  administra-
tion at any time by mailing
or delivering a petition to
terminate to the clerk.

Claims against the estate
may be filed in the Office
of the Boone County Cir-
cuit Clerk -- Probate Divi-
sion at the Boone County
Courthouse, at 601 North
Main Street, Belvidere, IL
61008, or with the repre-
sentative, or both, on or
before July 6, 2022, which
date is not less than six (
6) months from the date of
the first publication of this
notice, or, if mailing or de-

lemonade stands.

Best wishes to you and your family.
I look forward to serving you in the
new year as the Illinois House of
Representatives returned to Springfield
on Jan. 4 to begin the 2022 legislative

—Jeff Keicher, State Representative,

District 70

Dean’s List for the fall term at
University of Maryland Glob-
al Campus (UMGC).
Belvidere:

Matthew List
Poplar Grove:

Eric See

To be eligible for the hon-
or, a student must complete
at least six credits during the
term, earned a grade point
average of at least 3.5 for the
term, and maintained a cumu-
lative GPA of 3.5 at UMGC.

LEGALNOTICES

livery of a notice from the
representative is required
by section 5/18-3 of the
Probate Act, the date stated
in that notice. Any claim
not filed on or before that
date is barred. Copies of
any claim filed with the
Clerk must be mailed or
delivered to the represen-
tative and to the attorney
within 10 days after it has
been filed.
DATED: December 30,
2021.
ROSS O. MEYERS
Independent Executor
Tobin & Ramon
Attorneys for Petitioner
530 South State Street;
Suite 200
Belvidere, IL 61008-3711
(815) 544-0316
mail @tobinramon.com
FAWPFILES\PB\C\2021\
Meyers.Grant.C.Est.New.
Probate.Forms.Winn.
Boone.12.14.2021.2.wpd
COMMENCING
WITHIN 14 DAYS
AFTER ISSUANCE OF
LETTERS OF OFFICE,
CLERK MUST PUBLISH
THIS NOTICE ONCE
EACH WEEK FOR
THREE SUCCESSIVE
WEEKS IN A NEWS-
PAPER PUBLISHED IN
THE COUNTY WHERE
THE ESTATE IS BEING
ADMINISTERED.
(Published in the
Belvidere Republican

Jan. 6, 13, & 20, 2022)
410624
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Call
8156774044

t0 place your ad

C

lassifieds

AD DEADLINE:

Monday
at Noon

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

employment

for sale

help wanted - forsale

renlals § real estate

Misc. For Sale

~ Part-Time .
Advertising Sales Representative

We are currently seeking a Part-Time Advertising Sales
Representative to serve new and current clients in our
Belvidere market. If you like a fast-paced environment
and enjoy a challenge, this is the opportunity for you!

For immediate consideration
send resume /job history to:

Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising
Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844
Rock VALLEY

LLC

392954

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE

Rock Valley Publishing, your hometown
newspapers serving the stateline has an opening
for an experienced Media Sales Representative to
call on current and new accounts in a protected
sales territory.

Growing area with many new businesses, this is
a great opportunity for the right applicant.

We publish newspapers, shoppers and niche
publications throughout the stateline. You have
the opportunity to sell into all Rock Valley
Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making your
paycheck much larger!

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising
Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

392953

forrent

SHARED OFFICE SPACE
FOR RENT

250 square feet of shared office space for rent
in downtown Belvidere on State Street.
Prime 1st floor space with parking.
$235 per month plus $49 in utilities.
Call Pete at 630.915.3535

FIND YOUR NEXT HOME
IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

real estate

397465

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention to
make any such preference, limitation or discrimination. Familial status
includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or legal custo-
dians, pregnant women and people securing custody of children under
18.This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby informed that
all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on an equal op-
portunity basis. To complain of discrimination call HUD toll-free at 1-900-
669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

Fast-growing food ingredient For details on placing Farm Machinery
manufacturer looking for .
Production Lead people. $19/hr an ad in our CASE IH SUPER C with cultiva-
st ogetencd sy s | Felp Wanted (s, mmsteomier
commensurate with experience. . 815-291-2381
Please call 815-315-0099 and leave Sectlon
an email address or name, phone Call
number and best time to reach you a
for a quick phone interview. , .. 815-877-4044

SNOW BLOWER SNAPPER
Large frame, 9 horse electric
start, head light, excellent condi-
tion. $500 firm. 815-494-8996.

Tools

POWER HACKSAW with Belt
Sander. Cash $65. 815-985-
7683.

automotive
A

L B

services offered
y |

business § service

For details on placing
an ad in our

Business & Service Section
Call 815-877-4044

Farm Market

TOP PRICES PAID

For your lame & injured cattle

Call Collect 815-871-2697

392946

Call
815-877-4044

to place
your
classified
ads

DEADLINE IS
NOON ON
MONDAY

Rock VALLEY

380832

announcements

Announcements

CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS
cannot be credited or refunded
after the ad has been placed.
Ads canceled before deadline
will be removed from the paper
as a service to our customers,
but no credit or refund will be
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This
publication does not knowingly
accept fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those asking
for money in advance.

O % % % % &%
P 00 00 00 00 o0

Auction Deadline is Noon Friday!
Contact Rhonda at rmarshall@rvpublishing, com
for information on advertising.

transportation

Automobiles

1997 4 x 4 CHEVY BLAZER
Runs but needs work, new tires,
no title. $500 OBO. Call Wolf
847-489-7052.

Are you selling a single item for

LESS THAN $100?

IF SO, WE WILL RUN YOUR AD IN THE
JOURNAL, HERALD, GAZETTE, TEMPO
BELVIDERE REPUBLICAN,
McHENRY COUNTY NEWS & SHOPPERS AT

i No Charge!

Private Party Only
Just fill out the coupon below and drop off or mail to:
Rock Valley Publishing, FREE Ad,
7124 Windsor Lake Parkway, Suite 5
Loves Park, IL 61111-3800

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

s il ot b accepted vithout te ollowing nformaton: Ony oe free ad Ipér(nfo’ntﬁ‘;‘i
. TR S A4 B I AN IR S 10 WF A

YOUR NAME

PHONE

ADDRESS

364445

Automobiles
Wanted

TOP DOLLAR FORYOUR FULL
SIZE JUNK TRUCKS & SUV’s.
Haul away 7 days a week. 262-
758-1807

Parts &
Accessories

8 WESTERN snow plow. 815-
858-5444

TRUNK LINER FOR HONDA
CIVIC Brand new. Honda brand.
$50. Call 608-481-0114.

Sports/Classic
Cars

AVENGER FORD GT40 Mid
eng., Buick turbo v-6, 4 sp., tube
frame w/roll bar, silver, w/chin
spoiler. Wt. 2,140lbs. 847-838-
1916.

MANTA MIRAGE, STREET
CAN AM RACE CAR Mid. eng.
Chev V8,4 spd. tube frame w/roll
bar, custom wheels, chrome yel-
low, show winner, wt. 1,900Ibs.,
fast. 847-838-1916

Trucks & Trailers

2000 CHEVY S-10 Jump cab, 6
cylinder, automatic, 4 x 4, runs
well. $2975. Residential plow
attachment available for $495.
(262) 949-6997 Delavan.

0L % % % o
Gl %® 00 00 o0

O/
%®

O % % % o% &%
Gl 00 00 00 00 o0

Place your car, truck, motorcycle,
boat or RV for one price and it
runs for up to 16 weeks.

$1995

15t three lines
Extra lines are $1.95 each
17 papers
Starts for 4 weeks and if not sold you call us

and we will renew at no additional charge!
(Maximum run 16 weeks total)

PRIVATE PARTY ONLY.
Ad must be prepaid. Deadlines vary

Call 815-877-4044

332806
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HIRING: FULL AND PART TIME

TIRE SERVICE AND TIRE TECHNICIANS!
WORLLE ‘.'. i/, Brake, Alignment, Chassis Specialists
£, Come To The Roscoe Location To Interview

{ SHOCKS OR STRUTS N $25 GIEIE
320 OFF.! S oo
s
h
OI I|_ CHANGE I ANY SET OF 4 SHOCKS OR STRUTS | I ANY SERVICE OF
4l AV =V A* || = I Installed in store recommended. 50,000 Miles I $1 50 OR MORE
SERVICE Bt . |
> =1 )9 A o — L . attime of purchase. Offer expires 1/_1‘3/2_022_ _‘:DTE: =4 I
Standard High Mileage | rgrerer<w~Tvr TN 177V SV U F
LY LR Y TrH ALIGNMENT SPECIAL } ¥z T woRL
) : y) /34_[1 T $ ,—, I Must present coupon at time of service.
| - . _,) 1 Not valid with any other offer or tires. Expires 1/13/2022
FuII Synthetic e S e I,. — - =-—=-—=-—=—=—=—====-=-=1
99 end Motor Oi Most Vehlcles "’ $40 GF_F_I
59) e  E ) urmeminiis, 0 e U OUrr
op ervice LAEERVﬁCENf A _S(ﬁstoifmietailiExp_ires1_/13/io22_ -II ANY SERVICE OF

* Most vehicles S
. InstlaII new oil filter | FREE I ROTATE & BALANCE $250 OR MORE

* Refill up to 5 quarts motor oil I
(Additional quarts extra) TIRE $ 6 I
: AP I 1 O F F | el E L

&

L ]
Lubricate chassis (if applicable) RUTATI 0 N ! | INCLUDES: Inflate tires to proper pressure ORL f
[ $30[] disposal fee = Computer spin balance all 4 wheels = Includes 4-tire rotation
p | = Mag wheels and some trucks extra * TPMS service extra | I AND SERVICE CENTER
Must present coupon at time of service. Is May not be combinecli vts)llith an)ilclnher of‘fer'\c;lr €2l 32 - | Must present coupon at time of service.
Not valid with any other offer. Expires 1/13/2022 °me;‘iﬁ¥1;?§f"p°tfr§¥§§e gf"};?exg‘,ﬁts"’{’,i 3,;?;{28 " coorer Not valid with any other offer or tires. Expires 1/13/2022

NEED WORK ON YOUR VEHICLE
BUT SHORT ON $$$%$7?

Now Available

FOR

NEEDED § 100 pavs §$3,000!

1) Lube, Oil Change & FILTER
(up to 5 quarts of 10w30 Motor Qil)
2) Check Fluid Levels & Top Off
A: Coolant in Reserve Tank & Condition
B: Power Steering Fluid & Condition
C: Fill Wash Fluid (REAL Wash Fluid )
D: Transmission Fluid Level & Condition of Fluid

S'IMRKE SPECIAL

<< PASSENGER
TIRES

l‘_) '_l
Plus Dlspusal h :) 4 FF
Fee & Sales Tax L
E: Brake Fluid & Condition of Fluid ) \ J—J—/
3) Inspect Belts & Hoses ;
4) Inspect Tires & Correct Air Pressure = OFFER GOOD FOR MOST CARS = ‘3 Any New Set of Four
5) Rotate Tires = MINI VANS - LIGHT TRUCKS UP TO 1/2 TON = - 7 4 CS5 GRAND TOURING OR
6) Inspect Thickness of Brake Pads = 3/4 - 1 TON TRUCKS - ADD $10 = |, ® CS5 ULTRA TOURING TIRES
7) Check Vehicle Charging SVStem = 5W20 - ADD $2 = With Cnupon " ¢ 'Ma not be combined with any other offer or
A: Test Output of Alternator = Not valid with any other offer = ' cczlupon Some services not z!vallable at all
B: Load Test The Battery Explres 1/13/2022 = '] locations. Must redeem at time of purchase.

C: Check Condition of Battery Connections Offer expires 1/13/2022

1983 PAWLISCH DRIVE
CHERRYVALE MALL

815-332-9445

RIGHT NEXT TO WATER TOWER
M-F 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

|
DISNQ:/OXER VISA AMBE::QZ

5257 SWANSON ROAD, ROSCOE 520 LOGAN AVENUE, BELVIDERE 1610 ALPINE ROAD, ROCKFORD 5302 . 2ND, LOVES PARK
2 MILES S. OF HONONEGAH ELEVATOR ONRT. 251 | 3 BLOCKS EAST OF BELVIDERE PARK 1 BLOCK SOUTH OF COLONIAL VILLAGE ACROSS FROM POPEYE'S
M-F 8:00-5:30; SAT. 8:00-3:00 M-F 8:00-5:30; SAT. 8:00-3:00 M-F 8:00-5:30; SAT. 8:00-3:00 M-F 8:00-5:30; SAT. 8:00-3:00
815-637-4055 815-544-4452 815-398-7867 815-282-1177
ntimental™ wnankook KimELLs TOYOTIRES GooD/YEAR & DUNLZOF |(uHo TIRE” m

HuvikovaL &

CODPECR/ Fuirestone S uto N g 'N_ BFGoodrich _’,‘F_E’_ﬂ gﬁl GENERALTIRE 1 >>>>>///YOKOH AMA

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

410114
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