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24-HOUR SERVICE ON ALL BRANDS

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

www.superiorhvacservices.com

New installation • Remodeling
Routine maintenance • Repairs

409646

Shopper’s Guide
Serving the communities in Stephenson County

411610

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

APPEARANCE IS EVERYTHING!
SEE US FOR THE BEST FINISH IN THE BUSINESS!

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Le-Win/Stockton PantherHawk Wrestling
	 Congratulations to Marey Roby (center) as he punched his ticket to the 100 win club in Durand as the Panther-
Hawks beat Du-Pec 68-0!

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Rock Valley Publishing

	 Congratulations Zach 
White (center) on joining 
the 100 win club with a fall 
over Clinton, IA!

Stephenson County 
awarded funds under 
the Emergency Food 
and Shelter National 
Board program

	Stephenson County is set 
to receive $17,094 to sup-
plement emergency food and 
shelter programs through 
Phase 39 of the EFSP and 
$52,832 through Phase AR-
PA-R Allocations.  The mon-
ies awarded to Stephenson 
County are used to supple-
ment existing services that 
provide emergency food and 
shelter services in Stephenson 
County.  

	The selection was made 
by a National Board which is 
chaired by the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
(FEMA) and consists of rep-
resentatives from United Way 
of America, The Salvation 
Army; American Red Cross; 
United Jewish Communities; 
Catholic Charities, USA; and 
National Council of Churches 
of Christ in the U.S.A.

	The local board, which is 
comprised of representatives 
from Stephenson County, 
is now charged to distrib-
ute funds appropriated by 
Congress to help expand the 
capacity of food and shelter 
programs in high-need areas 
in our communities. The local 
board is seeking applications 
from qualified service orga-
nizations (please see list of 
qualifications below) serving 
Stephenson County.  Those 
interested in applying can vis-
it United Way of Northwest 
Illinois’ website or contact 
our office to receive an appli-
cation.  

	Stephenson County has dis-
tributed Emergency Food and 
Shelter funds previously to 
Freeport Area Church Coop-
erative, Northwestern Illinois 
Community Action Agen-
cy Senior Citizen Services, 
Hearts That Care, VOICES 
of Stephenson County, Lena 
Ministerial Food Services and 
many others. Areas that are el-
igible to receive funds include 
organizations with existing 
programs: served meals, other 
food, mass shelter (on-site), 
other shelter, supplies/equip-
ment, and utilities assistance 

	Under the terms of the 
grant from the National 
Board, local organizations 
chosen to receive funds must 
be private voluntary nonprof-
its or units of government (if 
private voluntary organiza-
tion, must have a volunteer 
board), have an accounting 
system, practice nondiscrimi-
nation, and have demonstrat-
ed the capability to deliver 
emergency food and/or shel-
ter programs

Public or private voluntary 
organizations interested in 
applying for Emergency Food 
and Shelter Program Funds 
can visit www.uwni.org/efsp 
or contact the United Way 
of Northwest Illinois, Inc. at 
(815) 232-5184 for an appli-
cation. Grant request applica-
tions are due by Feb. 14, 2022 
at the United Way office, 524 
West Stephenson Street, Free-
port, by 4 p.m.
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Your “Main Street Chiropractors”
with over 40 years service to our community

• Palmer Graduates • Digital X-Ray
• BCBS Provider • Electronic Insurance Billing

Liles Chiropractic 
Clinic, Ltd.

Dr. Jared Liles  &  Dr. Jim Liles
238 W. Main St. • Lena

815-369-4974
M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Saturday by Appointment.

397192

Now proudly accepting United Healthcare
and Quartz insurance plans.

Celebrate 95 years of Full Living
Bill Mitchell

Join Bill and his family at an Open House
Saturday, Feb. 5 • 2 - 4 p.m.

Calvary Church Fellowship Hall, Stockton, IL
Light refreshments served

Your presence is 
all we request.

411420

The family of Curtis (Big Curt) 
Broge would like to thank all of 
our friends and family for all of 

the love and support shown to us 
during this difficult time. It was so 
special to see so many friends and 
family at the funeral and to know 
Curt touched so many lives. All of 
the cards, phone calls, visits, food, 
flowers and memorial donations 

are very much appreciated. Thank 
you to the Winslow Fire Dept. and 
anyone else that helped at the time 

of Curt’s passing.

God Bless! LaVerne & Linda, Mark, 
Val & family

411421

The family of Lona Kuhlmeyer would like 
to express our sincere thanks to everyone 
who sent cards, memorial contributions, 
flowers, food, prayers and other acts of 

kindness at the time of our loss. A special 
thank you to pastors Wayne Fisher and 

Chip Sohl and also to FHN Hospice.
411422

Thank you JJ & Freddie’s 
for the TV we won during 
the Christmas drawing.
Kristi & Ted Davenport

411493

Obituaries

CAROL A. GRIFFIN
Carol  A.  Griffin, 77 of 

Stockton, IL, passed away 
Jan. 5, 2022 at her daughter’s 
home in Chicago.  She was in 
the presence of her three lov-
ing children, Donna, Laura 
& Daniel (Melissa).  Car-
ol was born Oct. 7, 1944 on 
the Southside of Chicago, 
the only child of Edward and 
Ruth Snack (Wellestat). Car-
ol  joined Daniel  Griffin  in 
marriage in  1965  and they 
raised three children.

Carol worked as a book-
keeper and was a licensed 
realtor.   In 1986  Dan-
iel  and  Carol  purchased a 
farm  in Stockton,  IL where 
their youngest child, Daniel, 
grew up. 

Carol  had four grandchil-
dren; Emily  Ruch  (Donna), 
Kylie  Wieczorek  (Lau-
ra), Taylor & Carter  Grif-

fin  (Dan-
iel).   Af-
ter  26  years 
of mar-
riage  Car-
ol  and 
Daniel am-
icably sep-
arated.  In 

1996 Carol partnered with 
Harlan Kluckhohn  who pre-
cedes her in death  (2015), 
to own and operate a suc-
cessful Buelingo Beef Cattle 
operation.  Carol loved her 
dogs, cooking and garden-
ing.  She was an active vol-
unteer for Parkinson’s sup-
port group.  Carol continued 
working on her farm until 
she was physically no longer 
able to do so. Her family will 
keep the farm fully opera-
tional in her loving memo-
ry. A memorial of life will be 
held in the summer of 2022.

DOROTHY WUBBENA
	Dorothy Wubbena, age 97, 

of Shannon, IL passed away 
Sunday, Jan. 16, 2022 at Lena 
Living Center. She was born 
in Shannon on Apr. 3, 1924 to 
the late Roland and VerDena 
(Daniels) Artman. Dorothy 
married Robert Wubbena on 
Sep. 27, 1946. Bob passed 
away on Oct. 20, 2007.

	Dorothy graduated from 
Shannon High School in 1942. 
She was a member of Bethel 
United Methodist Church and 
United Methodist Women. 
She served as a 4-H Leader 

for several 
years and 
worked in 
the office for 
the Carroll 
County Fair 
for numerous 
years. Doro-
thy enjoyed 
c e r a m i c s , 

sewing, gardening, fishing 
with her husband, attending 
sporting events and spending 
time with her family, espe-
cially her grandchildren and 
great grandchildren, she was 
so proud of all their accom-

plishments. She loved hosting 
Holiday family gatherings and 
looked forward to watching 
the grandkids and great grand-
kids play football in the back-
yard. 

	She is survived by her son, 
Wayne (Sandy) Wubbena of 
Warren; her daughter, Darlene 
(Doug) Pauley of Winslow; 
her six grandchildren, Becky 
(Ryan) Guentner, Krista (Brett) 
Fry, Wendy (Shawn) Bean, 
Scott (James Waite) Wubbena, 
Jody (Ryan) Indergand, and 
Mark (Cynthia) Pauley; her 
12 great grandchildren, Olivia, 

Jack, Breyton, Sadie, Brynn, 
Sawyer, Payton, Kayla, Drew, 
Kiera, Brady and Miles; and 
several nieces and nephews. 
She was preceded in death by 
her parents; her husband; her 
son, Darold Wubbena; and her 
sister, Florence Thede. 

	A private family service 
will be held. A memorial 
service will be held at a later 
date. Interment will take 
place at Brethren Cemetery in 
Shannon. A memorial fund has 
been established. Condolences 
may be shared at www.
hermannfuneralhome.com. 

ETHEL J. WICHMAN
Ethel J. Wichman, age 98 

went to be with her lord with 
her family by her side on 
Tuesday, Jan. 18, 2022. She 
was born on Dec. 27, 1923, 
to George and Beada (Lied) 
Korth in Buckeye township in 
rural Stephenson County, IL.  
She married Clarence Wich-
man on Jan. 15, 1941. 

	Ethel worked for Newell 
for 28 years which she retired 
from in May of 1988. She was 
a member of the Emmanuel 
Evangelical Congregation-
al Church in Cedarville, IL 
for many years. In her free 
time, she enjoyed reading, 
gardening, and tending to her 
flowers, and sewing her own 
clothes. Her husband and her 
loved traveling around the 
United States together. After 
retirement she took many bus 
trips with her sister.  Above 
all she loved her family and 
spending time with her grand-
children. 

	She is survived by her son 
Melvin (Susan) Wichman of 
Orangeville, IL, three grand-
children- Matthew (Beth) 
Wichman, Jesse (Deborah) 
Wichman, and Jen (Mike Sim-
ler) Maves; 8 great-grandchil-
dren- Amber (Dylan) Lutz, 
David (Samantha) Wichman, 

Kelsy Wo-
losonovich, 
Kate Wich-
man, Alex 
Wi c h m a n , 
R a c h e l 
(Igor) Lesh-
c h i n s k i y , 
R e b e c c a 

(Noah Monigold) Maves 
and Brennan Simler; 4 
great-great-grandchildren- 
Grayson, Eli, Flora and Poppy 
along with many nieces and 
nephews.

	She is preceded in death by 
her parents, husband Clarence 
in 1980, daughter Marcette in 
1942, sister Florence Heck 
and brother Russell Korth. 

	Funeral Service will be 
held on Saturday, Feb. 5, 
2022, at 11 a.m. at the Park 
Hill Church in Freeport, IL. 
With a visitation being held 
from 10 a.m. until time of 
service.  Pastor Mark Balmer 
will be officiating the service.

Burial will take place at a 
later date at the Cedarville 
Cemetery in Cedarville, IL.

Cremation rites have been 
accorded.  A memorial had 
been established in her mem-
ory for the Freeport Pregnan-
cy Center.  Condolences may 
be sent to the family at www.
leamonfh.com.

TERRY L. SCHEIDER
	Terry L. Scheider 63, of 

Rockford formerly of Lena 
passed away unexpectedly 
on Sunday, Jan. 16, 2022, at 
Swedish American Hospital in 
Rockford.  He was born Feb. 
13, 1958, to Donald and Joyce 
(Barker) Scheider in Freeport.  
He was a 1976 Le-Win gradu-
ate. He married Janice Miller 
on Mar. 20, 1976, and togeth-
er they raised three wonderful 
children and a grandson.  He 
started his working career as a 
farmer, worked many years at 
Kelly Springfield then Gunite 
in Rockford. 

	He was a past member of 
the McConnell United Meth-
odist Church, Crossroads 
Community Church, and St. 
John’s Lutheran Church in 
Lena. He was an avid sports 
fan, and especially loved 
his favorite teams, Chicago 
Bears, Chicago Cubs, and 
Raptors. He enjoyed relax-
ing, driving around in his old 
green truck, singing for wed-
dings and funerals, spending 
time with his family espe-
cially his grandchildren. Ter-
ry was a very witty man who 
was so proud of his children. 

	He is survived by his wife 
Janice of Rockford; three 
children- Chad Scheider of 
Dekalb IL, Angela (Jorge) 
Diaz of Darlington WI, Chris 

( T i f f a n y ) 
S c h e i d e r 
of South 
Elgin IL; 
g r a n d c h i l -
dren- Micah 
S c h e i d e r , 
A d e l i n e 
( O l i v e r ) 
A s t u r i a s , 

Carson Diaz, Araceli Diaz, 
Audrey Scheider, Vivian 
Scheider; one great grand-
child on the way; his mother 
Joyce Scheider of Lena, IL; 
siblings- Judy Rampenthal, 
Steve (Sue) Scheider, and 
Debbie Vrstal; fluffy puppy 
Shaq; and numerous other 
family members. 

	He was preceded in death 
by his father Donald; broth-
er-in-law David Rampenthal; 
and nephew Eric Scheider. 

Visitation was held from 10 
a.m. to 11 a.m. on Saturday, 
Jan. 22, at Leamon Funeral 
home in Lena, IL.

	Funeral Service followed 
the visitation also at Leamon 
Funeral Home in Lena, IL. 
Officiating at the service was 
Son-in-law Jorge Diaz.  Buri-
al was at Chapel Hill Memori-
al Gardens in Freeport, IL.

	In lieu of flowers, a memo-
rial has been established in his 
memory.  Condolences may 
be sent to the family at www.
leamonfh.com.

MOWERY AUTO PARTS

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks

392194

393041
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Believers Basics 
Bible study

	This Bible study offering 
covers the basic truths of Bib-
lical Christianity.  It will be 
held at the Community Cen-
ter, LL at 497 Lions Dr. on 
Sunday, Jan. 30 at 5 p.m. Call 
Pastor Cliff at 716-229-9281 
for information. 

Lena United 
Methodist Church

	The “Kid’s Night Out” Val-
entine’s Party will be held on 
Thursday, Feb. 3  from 5:30 
p.m. to 8 p.m. at Lena Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 118 
W. Mason Street.  Kids 5-10 
years old can come join us for 
crafts, games, food, friends 
and fun!  Kids will be super-
vised at all times by adults and 
older church youth.  Masks 

will be required except while 
eating and drinking.  Kid’s 
night is free.  Please RSVP 
so we can plan according-
ly through email umclena@
gmail.com or call 815-369-
5291.

Pearl City 
UMC soup and 
sandwich luncheon

	The luncheon is scheduled 
for Sunday Feb. 6, from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m.  The menu in-
cludes soup (chicken and rice, 
bean and ham, or cheesy po-
tato), and egg salad or a ham 
sandwich. Dine-in or car-
ry-out at Pearl City UMC 411 
S. Main St.  in Pearl City.  The 
cost is $6 per adult, $3 per 
children ages 5-12, and free 
for children under 5. 

Stephenson 
County Fair

	The Stephenson County 
Fair Association is excited to 
bring the fair to Freeport on 
Jul. 26 through 30, 2022. The 
Grandstand events will be 
Tractor Pulls on Tuesday and 
Wednesday. Youth and Fami-
ly Night with Scramblers and 
activities is on Thursday. Fri-
day night is Bulls and Barrels 
and the Demolition Derby is 
on Saturday. There are many 
new free activities and events 
on the grounds for 2022. 

Applications for vendors, 
community entertainment and 
involvement from all of the 
Stephenson County Organi-
zations are now being accept-
ed. For more information, go 
to stephensoncountyfair.org 
or call the office at 815-235-
2918 

Spelling Bee
	The Lena-Winslow Annual 

Spelling Bee will take place 
Tuesday, Feb. 1, 2022, with 
an inclement weather date of 
Feb. 2. The Spelling Bee com-
petition will take place at 9 
a.m. in the Lena-Winslow El-
ementary cafeteria for grades 
four through eight, with doors 
opening at 8:45 a.m.  The two 
winners of this event will ad-
vance to the Regional Spell-
ing Bee. Please wear a mask 
and enter through the Panther 
Den entrance.

News briefsIncidentally, Diastemas
	A diastema is a term 

used for a gap between the 
teeth. While they can occur 
anywhere in the mouth, 
the diastema you are most 
familiar with is when the 
gap occurs between the two 
front teeth. On the upper 
arch this is called a maxillary 
midline diastema (MMD), 
while a gap between the 
lower front teeth is called a 
mandibular midline diastema. 
The good news is that MMDs 
are extremely common in 
children with primary or 
“baby” teeth and will usually 
resolve themselves naturally 
by the time their last 
permanent teeth erupt. 

	There are many causes for 
diastemas and these varied 
etiologies mean that there is 
no one size fits all treatment 
plan to address a diastema. 
Sometimes diastemas have 
a genetic etiology. The size 
of your jaw, congenitally 
missing, misshapen, or small 
teeth, cleft lip, cleft palate 
(or both), and overgrowth of 
the frenum (skin between the 
top lip and the front teeth.)  
There are also occasions 
when the etiology or cause 
of the diastema may be the 
result of a behavior. An 
example of this would be 
dysfunctional habits like 
prolonged thumb sucking 
(after age 3) which can lead 
to a midline diastema in the 
upper jaw, or tongue thrusting 
(which can lead to a midline 
diastema in the lower jaw. 
Poor oral hygiene, especially 
when accompanied by a diet 
high in sugar and acids, can 
lead to premature loss of 
primary teeth due to decay 
and periodontitis in children. 
Periodontal disease and decay 
can lead to loss of permanent 
teeth in children and adults as 
well. 

Whatever the cause or 
location of a diastema, 
that extra space can cause 
misalignment of the teeth. 
Diastemas may also lead to 
issues with pronunciation 
and speech. They can affect 
your ability to eat and digest 
food properly and cause 
psychological issues such as 
low self-esteem. A posterior 
diastema often becomes a 
food trap, contributing to 
tooth decay, periodontal 
disease and further loss of 
bone. 

	When and how diastemas 
are addressed depends on 
a number of factors. These 
include the underlying cause 
of the diastema, where it (or 
they) is (are) located, how 
many teeth are involved, any 
accompanying overall health 
or oral health issues, the age 
of the patient and jawbone 
development. For instance, 
sometimes when a permanent 
tooth is congenitally missing, 
a primary tooth may remain, 
as there is no secondary tooth 
to push it out. With excellent 
oral hygiene, the tooth may 
be retained until jaw growth 
is complete and an implant 
can be placed. If the tooth is 
lost to decay or an accident, 
other interventions may be 
required to restore normal 
function. Early intervention 
is also required to address 
habits such as prolonged 
thumb sucking and tongue 
thrusting to avoid further 

By
DR. STEPHEN 
PETRAS 
Illinois Licensed 
General Dentist

your source for on-line news:
RVPNEWS.

COM

See DIASTEMAS, Page 8
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I is for Insurance

AUTO • HOME • FARM • CROP • COMMERCIAL

Raders Insurance Agency

Call for a Quote Today!   815-369-4225
www.westpointmutual.com • www.radersinsurance.com

411101

ROCKFORDMUTUAL
      I N S U R A N C E  C O M P A N Y
                                            Putting Lives Back Together

Since 1896

ROCKFORDMUTUAL
      I N S U R A N C E  C O M P A N Y
                                            Putting Lives Back Together

Since 1896

PMS Version

CMYK Version

 SM

 SM

145 W. Railroad St. • Lena
815-369-5542

Brandon’s Hardware 
& RentalB is

 f
or

Stop In For All of
Your Winter Needs!

411102

His for

411303

411304

Hours: T-F 8-5; 

Sat 8-3 or by 

appointment

815-868-2237

WINTER IS HERE!
Lis for

Banquets, class 
reunions, birthdays 

and more
(call to reserve at no charge)

Lena, IL • 815-369-2222
www.stagecoachgolfcourse.com

Golf galore at Lena’s 
Legendary Stagecoach Golf 

Course - est. 1928
(Illinois’ 36th oldest golf 

course)

The best FISH fry in the 
MIDWEST!

(Fresh Atlantic Cod . . . 
not white fish in 

disguise!)

411307

is for...
C

VIDEO 
GAMING

spin 
and 
WIN!

Huge 
Sundeck/
Patio for 
Dining & 

Drinks

www.jimsullivan-realty.com

11875 Rt 20 East
Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-9040 

is for... Jim Sullivan
RealtyJ 

411350

• 60V Battery • All Wheel Drive
• Electric Start 

• Personal Pace
• Spin Stop

• Smart Stow

is for Get Ready for Spring!!!

411423

G
0% FinancingOptions Available

Your local Toro Dealer & Master Service Center

10240 N. Old Mill Rd. • McConnell, IL 61050
815-541-3348 • heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

F is for
My Friend’s Closet

Fabulous Bargains!

Donations accepted every morning

Hours:
Mon.–Sat.

9a.m. – 4p.m.
Wed. nights till 8p.m.
511 West Lena Street

Lena, Ill.
815-369-4527

411428

• Dolls
• Tractors
• Puzzles

• Large selection
 of Melissa & 

Doug Toys
• Greenlight 

Toys!

502 S. Schuyler
Lena (Route 73)

815-369-4444
www.downonthefarmtoys.com

Wed-Fri 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. •  Sat 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

D
is for

411486

Shopper’s Guide & The Scoop Today

Covering your community
Let Cyndee Stiefel put your advertising 

dollars to work for you. Call Today!
815-369-4112 • 815-947-3353

In this tough economy we know how important 
it is to make every dollar count.

411487

K Knowing your advertising needsis for

411488

Aaron and Tom
SALES & SERVICE, LLCWURSTERS

815.947.3470

STOP IN TO SEE US
For the upcoming mowing season!

Highway 20, Stockton, IL 61085

E is for

   815-947-2120                                                         815-947-1889
cwagnerautomotive@gmail.com

411608

A U T O M O T I V E

Chad Wagner • Owner

A is for Automotive
Sales

130 W. North 
Avenue

Stockton, IL
61085

Service
202 S. Main St.

Stockton IL
61085

815-947-1889

ABC’s of the New Year
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Tis for Tax Preparation Services
Rachel Brinkmeier, CPA

• Accounting

• Tax Planning

• Bookkeeping

• Tax Preparation

P.O. Box 338 • 143 E. Main Street, Warren, IL 61087
815-745-3390 • Fax 815-745-3391

rlbdeb96@gmail.com
411099

Red Knight pub

111 E. Front St. • Stockton, IL  61085 • Phone: 815-947-2591

Live video GaminG avaiLabLe!
itaLian beef & fries
$12.00 on thursdays

CheCk out our Great
LunCh speCiaLs

411306

r is for

stop in and pLay our LuCky maChines!

N is for

Your hometown parts store
for everything from 3 wheelers

to 18 wheelers.
See Dennis, James, Logan V., Phil, Logan H. or Randy 

and treat whatever you drive RIGHT!

Stockton Auto Supply • Hwy 20 • Stockton, IL • 815-947-3216

411351

Instruments • Amps • Accessories • Lessons • Recording Studio
7 Years in Business

1329 E. SOUTH ST. • FREEPORT, IL • 815-233-0118

411424

M is for Music
FULL
SERVICE
MUSIC
STORE

MUSIC STORE, LLC

Visit Our Convenience Stores

Download our Citgo app today!

Darlington
608-776-2877

Muscoda
608-739-3733

Hazel Green
608-854-2533

Shullsburg
608-965-8918

Stockton
815-947-2314

411426

Saunders Oil Co., Inc.
815-745-2267 • Warren, IL 

Since 1965

S is for

Pro Source
Electric and Automation Inc.

Pis for

Industrial • Commercial
Residential • Farm

Free estimates

Lena • 815-369-4165
411427

Understanding your advertising needsU is for

Shopper’s Guide & The Scoop Today

Covering your community
Let Cyndee Stiefel put your advertising 

dollars to work for you. Call Today!
815-369-4112 • 815-947-3353

In this tough economy we know how important 
it is to make every dollar count.

411430

US Highway 20 • Stockton, IL • 815-947-3477
Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon • www.stocktonservicecenter.net

We stock tires and we have computerized Front End and 
4-Wheel Alignments available with our state of the art 

alignment equipment.

Superior Customer Service 
Give Us a Try 

We’ll Prove It To You!

Q
Quality Service

is for
providing

411485

ABC’s of the New Year

811 Tisdell Ave.
Warren, IL

815-745-2888

O is for

at
utstanding Service & Selection

411100
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Your Smile is a nice reflection on us.

Y is for
Your Beautiful Smile

Dr. Stephen Petras
Dr. Caitlin Pullara

Stockton Dental Center
120 West Front Avenue

Stockton, IL 61085
815-947-3700

www.stocktondental.com

A Licensed Illinois General Dentist

411308

St. John’s Lutheran Church
625 Country Lane Drive

Lena, IL  61048
815-369-4035

Jesus first in the New Year!
Because He first loved us!

W is for

WORSHIP TIMES
Saturday at 5:30 p.m.

Sunday at 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

411429

Stockton 
Travel CenterOPEN 

24 
HOURS

411425

X is for...
X-tra Friendly 

Service at

411609

V is for

US Hwy 20   Lena      815/369-2224
Enjoy the Lena Fall Fest

256463

Professional Design
& Installation

US Hwy 20   Lena      815/369-2224

ABC’s of the New Year

   815-947-2120                                                         815-947-1889
cwagnerautomotive@gmail.com

411607

A U T O M O T I V E

Chad Wagner • Owner

Z is for zoom
Sales

130 W. North 
Avenue

Stockton, IL
61085

Service
202 S. Main St.

Stockton IL
61085

815-947-1889

into

Latest COVID-19 surge has likely peaked, Pritzker says
Numbers of hospitalizations, and patients in ICU or on ventilator, declining in Illinois

By Peter Hancock
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Gov. JB Pritzker said Jan. 
18 that he is “cautiously op-
timistic” that the recent surge 
in COVID-19 cases spurred 
by the omicron variant has 
peaked, but he cautioned that 
another variant could appear 
at any time and continued to 
urge people to get vaccinated 
and wear face coverings when 
in public.

“Over the last two years, 
I’ve said over and over that 
you don’t know when a surge 

has reached its peak until 
you’re on the other side of it,” 
Pritzker said during a news 
conference in Chicago.

As of late in the day Jan. 
18, 6,507 Illinoisans were 
hospitalized with COVID-19, 
a relatively high number but 
still down 11.8 percent from 
the peak recorded on Jan. 13 
when 7,380 were hospitalized.

Of those hospitalized, 
1,085 were in intensive care 
units and 608 were on venti-
lators, also high numbers but 
still down from their peaks of 

about a week earlier.
On Jan. 19, the Illinois 

Department of Public Health 
reported 26,491 new cases of 
the virus out of 194,306 tests 
performed. Over the previous 
seven days, the case positivity 
rate averaged just over 12 per-
cent. But IDPH Director Dr. 
Ngozi Ezike said the reported 
number of cases is no longer 
the most important statistic to 
track.

“I am absolutely moving 
away from the cases because 
we know that that’s not even 
the full story, given all the 
home tests and all the pos-
itives that are happening at 
home that are not recorded 

in any of our Department of 
Public Health databases,” 
she said. “But the hospital-
izations, you can’t hide a 
hospitalization. And so as we 
look at those hospitalizations 
and understand where those 
numbers are going, … that is 
definitely a clear signal of the 
direction we’re moving in.”

The news conference 
took place on the same day 
the U.S. Postal Service offi-
cially opened a new website 
on which people can order 
free home testing kits. Every 
household can order a pack-
age of four individual rap-
id antigen tests that will be 
shipped in late January. That 

website is https://special.usps.
com/testkits.

Despite the downward 
trend, Pritzker and Ezike both 
urged residents to get vac-
cinated, to get booster shots 
when they’re eligible and to 
continue wearing face cover-
ings in public places.

“The omicron surge has 
tested and proven once again 
that vaccines and masks are 
our best tools to keep most 
people safe from each variant 
of COVID-19,” Pritzker said. 
“Nevertheless, omicron’s high 
transmission rate caused more 
COVID hospitalizations than 
ever before. The vast majori-
ty unvaccinated. Our hospital 

systems and health care work-
ers have battled to treat and to 
save not just COVID-19 pa-
tients, but every patient who 
walks through their doors.”

Pritzker noted that some 
hospitals in Illinois have been 
strained so much that they 
are reaching out to the Fed-
eral Emergency Management 
Agency for help. On Jan. 18, 
he said, more than two dozen 
health care workers were de-
ployed to Ingalls Memorial 
Hospital in Harvey, a south 
suburb of Chicago. That’s in 
addition to the 22 workers de-
ployed last week to the Javon 
Bea Hospital-Riverside in 
Rockford.

Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church

  All are invited to worship 
at Good Shepherd Luther-
an Church, 118 E. Mason St. 
Lena, IL. On Sunday, Jan. 30th, 
2022 at 9:30 a.m. we will hold 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
worship service. This is com-
munion Sunday. The service 
can be joined in-person or via 
Facebook Live. The reading 
will be  from Luke 4:21-30, 1 
Corinthians 13, and Jeremiah 
1:4-10. We will hold the annu-
al congregational meeting after 
the service.

	The state and CDC guide-
lines will be followed for gath-
ering. For the safety for every-
one it is encouraged to wear 
masks and practice social dis-

tancing inside the building.	
	On Saturday, Jan. 29, Men’s 

Group will meet at 4:30 p.m. at 
church.  On Tuesday, Feb. 1, 
Bible Study group will meet at 
10 a.m. We are reading the end 
of Genesis. Everyone is wel-
come to join.   

On Wednesday, Feb. 2, Peace 
Corps Quilting group will meet 
from 8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  No 
quilting experience necessary. 
Come and tie the quilts and 
make difference in the world.

	All services will be record-
ed and be available on church’s 
Facebook page and website at 
http://goodshepherdlena.org/ 
and  https://www.facebook.
com/GSLCLenaIL.  Please 
contact the church office at 
815-369-5552 with any ques-
tions.

Church news

FHN to offer free Covid SHIELD testing
	FHN will offer free Covid SHIELD 

saliva-based COVID-19 testing in 
Freeport beginning Thursday, Jan. 20.

Developed by the University of 
Illinois, the Covid SHIELD test 
bypasses the RNA extraction step that 
is part of most tests, which speeds up 
the test process, reduces the cost, and 
avoids supply chain challenges. The 
process requires individuals to simply 
deposit a small amount of saliva in a 
vial, which usually takes less than five 
minutes.

Testing is free and open to the 
public and will be offered via 
appointments from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
Mondays and from 2 p.m. to 5:30 
p.m. Thursdays at FHN’s COVID-19 

vaccination site, 1763 S. Dirck Drive 
in Freeport.

In order to get tested, individuals 
should create an account on the 
SHIELD Illinois portal located 
at portal.shieldillinois.com  and 
schedule their test appointment. 
Please use df5brbrj for the Agency 
Code. Individuals can also contact 
217-265-6059 for help setting up an 
account, creating appointments, and 
accessing results.

 Persons must present an ID and 
the QR code provided when the 
appointment was scheduled and 
should not eat, drink, or put anything 
in their mouth for an hour before 
taking the test. That includes smoking, 

drinking, chewing gum, and using 
mouthwash.

Results are available within 72 
hours and will be posted in the 
SHIELD patient portal after the lab 
results are completed. FHN will not 
be made aware of nor have access 
to your results; please refer to the 
SHIELD portal for your results. 
By law, positive test results are 
reported to the relevant public health 
department(s) for contact tracing. 

For more information about the 
Covid SHIELD test, visit www.
shieldIllinois.com. Visit www.fhn.org/
coronavirus for more information on 
vaccinations and local efforts to slow 
the spread of the COVID-19 virus.
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Bring a SMILE to someone’s face.
Share with us a photo and details of 
your recent engagement, wedding or 

anniversary at no charge.
Stop in at the Shopper’s Guide/The Scoop Today newspaper 
office 240 W. Main St., Suite B, Lena with your info or email 

us at scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
404764

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Dr. Stephen Petras 
Dr. Caitlin Pullara 

Stockton Dental Center 
120 West Front Avenue 

Stockton, IL 61085 
www.stocktondental.com 

A licensed Illinois General Dentist 
410697

BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!
10% MORE for 

jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mint Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Coins 
Flatware • Diamonds • Sterling

40
36

86

M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Regional Ag Sales
Reps Wanted

20%-30% Commission
Rates on Sales

Submit your application
to nwillinifarmer@gmail

411614

411098

Nick Raab
240 W. Main St., Suite A, 
Lena, IL • 815-369-4225

www.radersinsurance.com

ARPI
Serviced by Rain & Hail 

Insurance
This institution is an equal opportunity 

provider & employer

M P C I
Revenue Protection

Deadline is
March 15, 2022

LEGAL NOTICE
The regular monthly busi-

ness meeting for the West 
Point Township County 
of Stephenson and State of 
Illinois for the year 2022 
will be held at 7:00 PM at 
the West Point Township 
Building, 6890 N Five Cor-
ners Rd, Lena, on the fol-
lowing dates:

January 4, 2022
February 1, 2022

March 1, 2022
April 5, 2022

May 3, 2022
June 7, 2022
July 5, 2022

August 2, 2022
September 6, 2022

October 4, 2022
November 1, 2022
December 6, 2022
William Staton, Clerk

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

Jan. 26, 2022)
411510

Pork Chop Dinner 
offered by the 
Pearl City FFA

	The Annual Pearl City FFA Pork Chop Dinner is 
scheduled for Friday, Feb. 11, from 5 to 7:30 p.m. 
The dinner will be held at the Pearl City High School 
Cafeteria. Tickets can be purchased from members of the 
Pearl City FFA or at the door.  The dinner will include a 
pork chop sandwich, chips, cookie, and drink for $8. 

	The Pearl City FFA and FFA Alumni host this dinner 
along with a silent auction to raise funds to benefit 
the Pearl City FFA.  The funds will be used to help 
students attend leadership trainings, camps, state and 
national conventions as well as judging competitions 
and contests. Stay after the dinner and cheer on the Pearl 
City Boys Basketball team as they play the Le-Win 
Panthers.

State Sen. Brian Stewart 
(R-Freeport) is asking north-
western Illinois residents to 
join with him to help uplift 
the spirits of people living 
in long-term care facilities 
by making and sending them 
Valentine’s Day cards.

	Stewart is encouraging 
community members, church-
es, schools, and other groups 
to participate in the Valen-
tines for Seniors Card Drive, 
by dropping off Valentine’s 
Day cards or mailing them to 
his district office in Freeport. 
Once the cards have been col-
lected, they will be delivered 
to residents of the various 
long-term care facilities in 
communities across the 45th 
District.

	“As the COVID-19 pan-

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

	 Rural Illinois Medical Student Assistance Program (RIMSAP) representatives 
contribute to the endowment fund for the Rural Student Physician Program 
(RSPP). Pictured (from left to right) are Dr. Meenakshy Aiyer and Dr. Kelvin Wynn, 
both representing RSPP, and RIMSAP board representatives, Illinois Farm Bu-
reau Director Kenton Thomas, Board Vice Chairwoman Dr. Julie Brown, and Illi-
nois Farm Bureau Director Steve Stallman. 

By Kay Shipman
FARMWEEK

A program to train rural stu-
dent physicians will continue, 
thanks to a $500,000 donation.

The Rural Illinois Medical 
Student Assistance Program 
(RIMSAP), sponsored by the 
Illinois Farm Bureau and the 
Illinois State Medical Society, 
presented a contribution Jan. 
4 to the endowment fund for 
the Rural Student Physician 
Program (RSPP) at the Uni-
versity of Illinois College of 
Medicine.

“This contribution guaran-
tees that RSPP will continue 
into the foreseeable future 
because of this endowment,” 
said Dr. Paul Pedersen, RIM-
SAP chairman. “This is a his-
toric moment for all of us.”

IFB Director Steve Stall-
man added the IFB has always 
supported the presence of phy-
sicians in rural communities 
because many Farm Bureau 
members live in rural areas.

In accepting the donation, 
Dr. Meenakshy Aiyer said the 
contribution will help the col-
lege to continue to train future 
physicians and prepare them 

‘Historic moment’ for Illinois rural medicine

for the challenges facing small 
towns and rural Illinois.

As a former rural physician, 
Dr. Kelvin Wynn added he 
was impressed that RIMSAP 
has supported efforts in rural 
medicine since 1948.

RIMSAP aims to increase 

the number of rural primary 
care physicians in Illinois.

RSPP will continue “to get 
physicians into rural commu-
nities where they need to be 
and to help alleviate the dis-
parity,” Wynn said. “Thank 
you for investing in the fu-

ture.”
This story was distributed 

through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Associa-
tion. For more food and farm-
ing news, visit FarmWeekNow.
com.

Senator Steward sending Valentines wishes to residents of long-term care facilities
demic – with all its restric-
tions – enters its third year, 
long-term care facilities con-
tinue to follow strict protocol 
to protect their residents from 
COVID-19 in all its various 
forms,” Stewart said. “This 
isolation means many long 
days for our senior citizens 
who do not have much outside 
physical contact with their 
loved ones and friends. Send-
ing Valentine’s Day cards will 
let them know that people do 
care and are thinking about 
them.”

	Valentine’s Day cards will 
be accepted through Feb. 7. 
Participants will have the 
option to either mail cards or 
drop them off at Sen. Stew-

art’s district office, 50 W. 
Douglas St., Suite 1001, Free-
port, IL  61032.

	Those choosing in-person 
delivery should remember to 
maintain social distancing and 

to wear masks when entering 
the offices.  Contact Connie 
Marney at connie@senator-
stewart.com for more infor-
mation, or to indicate interest 
in participating.

LOCAL NEWS ON-LINE
rvpnews.

com
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da Taxguy
Personal, Farm & Business Tax Preparation

Doyle Aubrey
227 N. Park St.

Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-2895
34 Years Experience

Call Me
 for Appointment

411622

Rates
Low Low

Commercial • Agricultural
Residential • Industrial • Solar

Nick Wienand • Greg Kline
Call: 815-908-0775 Stockton, IL

388497

Call us for any of your electrical needs

Werhane Total Truck Repair
Straight Trucks - Semis - Dump

Trucks - Farm Type Vehicles
including Farm Tractors

FAIR • FAST • FRIENDLY
• Clutches • Brakes • Welding (Steel & Aluminum) • Electrical 

• Lube & Oil Change • Suspension • King Pins • Transmission & Drive Line 
• Differentials • Tune Ups • Over Hauls • Minor Body Work 

• Tractor-Trailer Wash • Air Conditioning

KEEP US IN MIND FOR ALL YOUR REPAIR NEEDS
Ask for Brian 

Call Now!
815-369-4574

Werhane Enterprises
509 E. Main St. • Lena • 815-369-4574                 2022-1-26-2022-4

410538

10240 N. Old Mill Rd.
McConnell, IL 61050

815-541-3348
heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

410541

WIN WINTER

Wishing you 
and your family 
a VERY Happy 

New Year!

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

PEARL CITY SEAMLESS 
GUTTERS INC.

Josh Endress • 815-238-2655
Noah Smielewski • 815-307-2392

5” & 6” Seamless 
Gutters & Gutter Guards Available. 

Multi-color, Color Match.

Owner Operated

365500

Service Corner

Service Corner
The Scoop Today & Shopper’s Guide 410966

	There’s something about 
a new year that often has me 
reflecting on time. I guess 
that’s fairly natural. For many 
of us, January is a time of 
assessing priorities, setting 
goals, wrapping up the old 
year and planning for what’s 
to come.

	This year, those thoughts 
were punctuated by a note 
I received in the mail from 
my friend, Alice, in Ohio, 
who is a regular reader of 
this column. Alice originally 
reached out to provide kind 
words of support after the 
loss of my husband and we 
became friends. She was 
96-years-old at the time.

	Alice has since had a 
birthday and is currently 
97. I hope she doesn’t mind 
my divulging her age; it 
should be a source of pride. 
Not many of us have the 

By
JILL
PERTLER
Columnist

Slices of life

Don’t put off a chance 
to chase your dreams

opportunity to grace this 
planet for 97 years—and 
remain in good health. Alice 
has managed to do both.

	In her latest letter, Alice 
shared a bit of advice about 
life and this column. When 
a 97-years-young friend 
is kind enough to offer 
guidance based on their 
own life lessons you should 
understand it’s high time to 
listen. I sure did.

	Alice suggested that if I 
was looking for something 
to write about, I might tackle 
this credo: “Don’t sweat the 
small stuff and always think 
on the positive side.” It’s a 
mantra that Alice lives by, so 
it must be a pretty good one. 
In fact, it’s so good I think 
I may have heard it before. 
Writers may have already 
covered the subject, maybe 
even in a book.

	Still, the words are 
appropriate and worthwhile 
to ponder, as I did. They’ve 
served Alice for many years 
and have proven themselves 
not only enduring but true. I 
will keep them in mind and 
think of Alice when I do.

	This advice from Alice, 
while appreciated, was not, 
for me, the most important 
part of her letter. That came 
at the very end, when she 
told me that if and when she 
makes it to 100 years old she 
is going to go for a ride in a 
hot air balloon.

	Upon reading that 
sentence, I knew it was my 
turn to share some advice. I 

may be much younger than 
Alice, but I’ve got a few 
gems up my sleeve. If the last 
year has taught me anything 
it’s this:

	Alice, don’t wait three 
years for the hot air balloon 
ride. You’ve already waited 
97 years, why wait any 
longer? Go tomorrow. Go 
today. Just go.

	Even if you go tomorrow, 
nothing is stopping you from 
going again when you turn 
100. Nothing is stopping 
you from taking 100 hot air 
balloon rides between now 
and your 100th birthday. 
Or, by then you may have 
thought of something even 
grander you want to do.

	Some of us wait our whole 
lives for our own hot air 
balloon ride, never taking the 
time for lift off. Some of us 
never get the chance for lift 
off. We bank on tomorrow 
when tomorrow isn’t 
guaranteed.

	I’m living that out through 
grief right now. We are all 
living it out through this 
“damndemic,” if you’ll 
excuse my semi-profane, 
albeit clever, play on words.

	We are all living it out, but 
in 2022 whether or not you 
are 97, or 49 or 28, my advice 
is to live. Don’t wait for your 
next “big” birthday or life 
event to live out your own 
hot air balloon ride. Don’t 
wait to enjoy. And, whatever 
the color of your balloon, or 
experience, it’s going to be 
spectacular because you can 
make it so.

	Make it so.
	Jill Pertler is an award-

winning syndicated 
columnist, published 
playwright and author. She 
invites readers to follow 
the Slices of Life page on 
Facebook.

developmental damage. An 
overgrown frenum will need 
to be addressed in infants 
when it affects latching on 
in breastfeeding or difficulty 
in bottle-feeding A lingual 
frenectomy (to remove an 
overgrowth of the frenum 

that connects the underside of 
the tongue to the floor of the 
mouth) may be required in 
toddlers who are experiencing 
difficulty in speech or 
eating. If this condition is 
not corrected, it may change 
the position of the jaw as the 

child compensates to make 
speaking easier. 

	The bottom line is that 
every dental plan must 
be individualized to each 
patient’s specific and unique 
needs, with the goal to restore 
optimal function and health.

•	Diastemas   (Continued from page 3)

your source for on-line news:
RVPNEWS.

COM
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Walk-Ins Welcome!

308 East Lena St. • Lena
815-650-8050
HOURS:  
 M-Th 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
 Friday 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
 Saturday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

LeAnn Clark, EA
clarkdifftax@gmail.com

Jodi Diffenderfer, EA

TAX TIME IS HERE!

411044

Providing all your Personal & Business Accounting & Tax Needs

2022 SR. CITIZEN 
ASSESSMENT FREEZE

HOMESTEAD 
EXEMPTION

Qualifications:
• Must be 65 years of 

age or older in 2022;
• Have used the proper-

ty as your principal place 
of residence since Janu-
ary 1, 2021;

• Own the property on 
January 1, 2021 and Jan-
uary 1, 2022;

• Must be a single family 
residence;

• Be liable for the pay-
ment of property taxes 
for 2021 and 2022;

• Have a total household 
income (includes every-
one who lives at the res-
idence) of no more than 
$65,000 for 2021.

• Must renew annually
You must submit a com-

plete copy of both your 
Federal income tax includ-

ing Schedule 1 with your 
application.  If you DO 
NOT file income tax, then 
you must submit a copy of 
your Statement of Social 
Security Benefits, State-
ment of Pension Benefits, 
W-2’s and 1099’s or any 
other household income. 
You must apply for this ex-
emption every year.

This exemption freezes 
the assessed value of your 
property. It does NOT 
freeze your tax bill.  The 
deadline for filing is July 
1, 2022.

If this is the first time you 
are eligible, please contact 
the County Assessment Of-
fice at (815) 777-1016 for 
an application.
Chief County 
Assessment Office

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

Jan. 26, 2022)
411371

2022 Disabled Veterans’ 
Standard 

Homestead Exemption
Qualifications:

• You must be an Illinois 
resident who has served 
as a member of the U.S. 
Armed Forces on active 
duty, Illinois National 
Guard, or U.S. Reserve 
Forces and not dishonor-
ably discharged;

• You must have at least 
a 30% service-connected 
disability certified by the 
U.S. Dept. of Veterans Af-
fairs;

• You must own and 
occupy the property as 
your primary residence 
on January 1, of the as-
sessment year, or the ex-
emption granted under 
this Section shall be pro-
rated on a monthly basis, 
beginning the first com-
pleted month in which 
the person occupies the 
qualified residence, and 
be liable for the payment 
of the property taxes;

• You must have a total 
EAV of less than $250,000 
for the primary resi-
dence;

• MUST renew annual-
ly.

A certified DD Form 214 
and a current disability 
certification letter from 
the U.S. Dept. of Veterans 
Affairs for the current as-
sessment year must be pro-
vided.

Deadline for filing an ap-
plication is July 1, 2022.

Please contact the Chief 
County Assessment Office 
at 815-777-1016 for an ap-
plication.

Chief County 
Assessment Office

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

Jan. 26, 2022)
411372

2022 Disabled Persons’ 
Homestead Exemption

Qualifications:
• You must be disabled 

or become disabled 
during the assessment 
year;

• You must own or have 
a legal or equitable in-
terest in the property on 
January 1, 2022;

• You must occupy the 
property as your princi-
pal residence on January 
1, 2022;

• You must be liable for 
the payment of the prop-
erty taxes;

• Must renew annually.
Proof of disability must 

be submitted in the form of 
a Class 2 Illinois Disabled 
Person

Identification Card, So-
cial Security Administra-
tion disability benefits, 
Veterans Administration 
disability verification you 
are receiving a person for 
non-service connected dis-
ability.  Railroad or Civil 
Service disability benefits 
(100% disability). 

Deadline for filing is July 
1, 2022.

Please contact the Chief 
County Assessment Office 
at 815-777-1016 for an ap-
plication.
Chief County 
Assessment Office

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

Jan. 26, 2022)
411373

Returning Veterans’ 
Homestead Exemption

Qualifications:
• You must be an Illinois 

resident who has served 
as a member of the U.S. 
Armed Forces, Illinois 
National Guard or U.S. 
Reserve Forces;

• You must have recent-
ly returned from active 
duty in an armed conflict 
involving the armed forc-
es of the U.S;

• You must have owned 
or had a legal or equita-
ble interest on January 1, 
2022;

• You must be liable for 
the payment of property 
taxes.

A certified DD Form 214 
must be provided or if 
not discharged, then your 
military orders and travel 
voucher showing date of 
return must be provided.

Deadline for filing is De-
cember 31, 2022.

Please contact the Chief 
County Assessment Office 
at 815-777-1016 for an ap-
plication. 
Chief County 
Assessment Office

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

Jan. 26, 2022)
411374

2022 SR. HOMESTEAD 
EXEMPTION

PERSON 65 YEARS
OF AGE

Qualifications:
• Must own and occupy 

home as a full time resi-
dent as of January 1, 2022

• Must be liable for pay-
ing the real estate taxes 
on the property

• Must be of the age of 
65 or older in 2022

Apply at the Chief Coun-
ty Assessment Office, 330 
N. Bench Street, Galena, 
IL prior to May 31, 2022 
or phone 815-777-1016. 
First time applicants are 
required to submit a copy 
of their driver’s license. 
Those currently receiving 
this exemption do not need 
to reapply.
Chief County 
Assessment Office

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

Jan. 26, 2022)
411369

2022 OWNER 
OCCUPIED 

EXEMPTION
Qualifications:

• Must own and occu-
py home as a full time 
resident as of January 1, 
2022;

• Must be liable for pay-
ing the real estate taxes 
on the property

Apply at the Chief Coun-
ty Assessment Office, 330 
N. Bench Street, Galena, 
IL prior to May 31, 2022 
or phone 815-777-1016. 
Applicants are required 
to submit a copy of their 
driver’s license or Federal 
Income Tax form. Those 
currently receiving this 
exemption do not need to 
reapply.
Chief County 
Assessment Office

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

Jan. 26, 2022)
411370

LEGAL NOTICES

PLEASANT VALLEY TOWNSHIP
2022 MEETING SCHEDULE

Thursday, January 13 @ 7 pm	 Monthly Meeting
Thursday, February 10 @ 7 pm 	 Monthly Meeting
Thursday, March 10 @ 7 pm 	 Monthly Meeting
Tuesday, April 12 @ 7 pm	 Annual Town Meeting*
Tuesday, April 12 @ 7:30 pm	 Monthly Meeting* 
Thursday, May 12 @ 7 pm 	 Monthly Meeting
Thursday, June 9 @ 7 pm	 Monthly Meeting
Thursday, July 14 @ 7 pm 	 Monthly Meeting
Thursday, August 11 @ 7 pm 	 Monthly Meeting
Thursday, September 8 @ 7 pm	 Monthly Meeting
Thursday, October 13 @ 7 pm	 Monthly Meeting
Thursday, November 10 @ 7 pm 	 Monthly Meeting
Thursday, December 8 @ 7 pm 	 Monthly Meeting

All meetings held at the Pleasant Valley Township 
Hall.

All meetings will be held on the second Thursday of the 
month with the following exceptions:

*The Annual Town Meeting, to be held on Tuesday, 
April 12th in combination with the monthly meeting.

(Published in The Scoop Today Jan. 26, 2022)
411431

Highland Community 
College

	Highland Community Col-
lege announces the 2021 fall 
graduates. Graduates were 
awarded associate degrees, 
associate of applied science 
degrees, or certificates.

Elizabeth: Claire Ketelsen, 
Associate of Arts, Crimi-
nal Justice Certificate; Mary 
Frances Tracey, Associate of 
Science

Freeport: Lacreica Allen, 
Associate of General Stud-
ies; Destiny Brooks, Cos-
metology Certificate; Brady 
Carlisle, Associate of Gener-
al Studies; Christine Ceroni, 
Associate of Applied Science 
— Equine Science, Stable 
Manager Certificate, Equine 
Riding Instructor Certificate, 
General Equine Science Cer-
tificate; Jaylynn Coppernoll, 
Basic Welding Certificate; 

Craig Downing, Associate of 
Arts; Jason Eicher, Associate 
of Arts; Timothy Farrar, Ma-
chine Processes Certificate, 
CNC Machinist Certificate; 
Austin Flemming, Associate 
of Science Pre-Pharmacy; 
Jocelyn Gryzlak, Associate of 
Arts; Megan Kubly, Associate 
of Arts; Hailie Lenz, Associ-
ate of Arts; Johnathan Martz, 
Associate of Applied Science 
- Criminal Justice; 

Lena: Isaac Shelly, As-
sociate of Applied Science 
Industrial Manufacturing, 
Associate of Applied Science 
Industrial Mechatronics, Ma-
chine Processes Certificate, 
Welding & Fabrication Certif-
icate, Industrial Maintenance 
Certificate, Basic Welding 
Certificate, CNC Machinist 
Certificate

Pearl City: Amber Roach, 
Associate of Arts

Stockton: Hailey Lantz, 
Associate of General Studies; 
Elizabeth Rowe, Cosmetolo-
gy Certificate

Warren: Noah Folks, Asso-
ciate of Science

 

Iowa State University 
dean’s list

Elizabeth: Greta Dittmar
Hanover:  Julianna Kuzniar
Pearl City: Isabella Kostal-

lari
Stockton: Kendra Scace

Loras College dean’s 
list

Apple River:  Madelyn Co-
cagne 

Lena: Mary Fellers,  
Lucas Schoaf

Orangeville: Hannah Haz-
zard

Pearl City: Madyson 

Stephan
Stockton: Kaylee Luke, 

Bryce Platt
Winslow: Bryana 

Wulfekuhle

Mount Mercy 
University dean’s list 

Lena: Andrew Lorig

Northern Illinois 
University dean’s list

Lena:  Joseph Lenz, 
Pearl City: Jenna Robinson,  

Stockton:  Haley Brudi, Brit-
tany Robinson

University of Iowa 
dean’s list

Lena: Gennings Dunker 
Pecatonica: Madalyn 

Fitzanko 
Stockton: Ellen Fox

Local students make fall 2021 dean’s list

3
9
3
0
4
0
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To place an ad in our Help Wanted Section
Call (815) 369-4112

 help wanted  transportation

To place an ad in our 
Business & Service

Section...
Call (815) 369-4112

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

 for sale

 for rent

Find your next home
in the classifieds

Apartments
Lena 1 BDRM 2nd floor. Appli-
ances furnished. No Smoking 
$375 mo. 815-369-2827

Other Real Estate
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All 
real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it ille-
gal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex, dis-
ability, familiar/ status or national 
origin, or an intention to make 
any such preference,  limitation 
or discrimination. Familial status 
includes children under the age 
of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women 
and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This news-
paper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised in 
this newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. 
The toll-free tele phone number 
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

392953

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing, your hometown 

newspapers serving the stateline has an opening 
for an experienced Media Sales Representative to 
call on current and new accounts in a protected 
sales territory. 

Growing area with many new businesses, this is 
a great opportunity for the right applicant.

We publish newspapers, shoppers and niche 
publications throughout the stateline. You have 
the opportunity to sell into all Rock Valley 
Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making your 
paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising

Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

Automobiles
2008 TOYOTA CAMRY Very 
good condition. Asking $2075. 
cash. Call 224-372-7940.

Boats
1972 18’ STURY BOAT 1982 70 
HP Evinrude motor & a 2nd Evin-
rude 7.5 motor.  Garage kept. 
$5,000. 262-878-3463

Farm Machinery
LS UTILITY TRACTOR Cab, 
heat, wipers, stereo, quick tach 
bucket, 3 point, PTO. Best offer. 
(262) 989-4112

Sports/Classic 
Cars

1940 CHEVY RAT ROD Pick up.  
Rolling Chasis, good starter proj-
ect!  Clean Title!  Asking $1200.  
Call 608-214-0668.

1975 AMC GREMLIN 258 4 
speed. $4500 OBO. (262) 989-
4112

AVENGER  FORD GT40 Mid 
eng., Buick turbo v-6, 4 sp., tube 
frame w/roll bar, silver, w/chin 
spoiler. Wt. 2,140lbs. 847-838-
1916.

MANTA MIRAGE, STREET CAN 
AM  RACE CAR Mid. eng. Chev 
V8,4  spd. tube frame w/roll bar, 
custom wheels, chrome yellow, 
show winner, wt. 1,900lbs., fast. 
847-838-1916

Trucks & Trailers
2000 CHEVY S-10 Jump cab, 6 
cylinder, automatic, 4 x 4, runs 
well. $2975. Residential plow 
attachment available for $495. 
(262) 949-6997 Delavan.

41
15

28

Extension Educator, 4-H Youth Development
U of I Extension has a local opening for a 4-H Youth Development 
Educator, who works to provide learning opportunities for youth as well 
as to support the local 4-H program. The position is located in Freeport, 
IL, and serves Jo Daviess, Stephenson, and Winnebago Counties 
and is part of the 25 person local Extension staff. Masters degree 
required. For complete job description and application instructions, 
email dlkoch@illinois.edu. Closing date is February 10, 2022.

The U of I is an EEO Employer/Vet/Disabled - http://go.illinois.edu/EEO

Regional Ag Sales
Reps Wanted

Submit your application
to nwillinifarmer@gmail

20%-30% Commission
Rates on Sales

411615

Production Operators needed 
CoreFX Ingredients • Full-time

Production Operators starting at $18.
Production Leads starting at $19. All shifts 
hiring! Contact Agnes at 773-271-2663 or 
agnes.wijangco@corefxingredients.com. 
Benefits on 1st day, 401K, paid breaks, 

plus many other perks. 
Part-time work also available.

41
15

96

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$

IF SO, WE WILL RUN YOUR AD IN THE
SCOOP TODAY AND SHOPPER’S GUIDE AT

No Charge!

Ads will not be accepted without the following information. Only one free ad per month.

YOUR NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you selling a single item for

LESS THAN $100?

$$$ $$$
Private Party Only

Just fill out the coupon below and drop off or mail to:
Rock Valley Publishing, FREE Ad,

240 W Main St Suite B, Lena IL 61048

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

38
81

58

Place your car, truck, motorcycle, 
boat or RV for one price and it 

runs for up to 16 weeks.
$1995

1st three lines 
Extra lines are $1.95 each

17 papers
Starts for 4 weeks and if not sold you call us 
and we will renew at no additional charge!

(Maximum run 16 weeks total)

PRIVATE PARTY ONLY.
Ad must be prepaid. Deadline Friday 4 p.m.

Call 815-369-4112
332805
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www.edwardjones.com

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor

640 W. South St, #4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

F
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www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor
.

640 W South St 4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

Member SIPC

www.edwardjones.com

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor

640 W. South St, #4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955
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www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor
.

640 W South St 4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

Member SIPC

We Understand Commitment
You can rely on Edward Jones for one-on-one attention, 
our quality-focused investment philosophy and straight 
talk about your financial needs. To learn more, call today

STEPHENSON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
FARM LAND AUCTION 81.39 ACRES

FRIDAY, MARCH 4 • 10 A.M.
6700 W. STEPHENSON STREET RD., FREEPORT, IL

GERALD K. MEIER TRUST
AUCTION HELD AT: STEPHENSON COUNTY FARM BUREAU BUILDING, 

210 W. SPRING ST., FREEPORT, IL 61032

PROPERTY FACTS: HOUSE: All brick (1900’s), 5 Bedroom, 2 staircases, modern Kitchen cupboards, 
All major appliances stay, Living & Dining Rms, Main floor Bath w/ tub, New LP Furnace, New metal 
Roof, Hardwood floors, Oak trim, Enclosed & open Porch. Large home. OUT BUILDINGS: 2 story 
older Barn, 3 stall Pole Shed, 2 -1 stall Garages, Grainary, Several Chicken Houses, 1,000 gal. Tank. 71.5 
base Aces HEL. Tax Code: 08-13-31-100-009 and 08-13-30-300-003. Highly productive Soils: Greenbush, 
Fayette, Atterberry, Rozetta. Crop Productivity Index 124.2. Open Possession 2022. NOTE: High 
quality farm ground w/ hard road frontage. Very nice Farmette! Usual Real Estate Auction Terms. Sold 
subject to Trust confirmation! Union Savings Bank Trust Dept., Freeport, IL – Cheryl Lessman. Heather 
McPherson, Attorney 815-235-4411. Contact Auctioneer 815-238-3044 with questions.

Check website for pictures: proauctionsllc.com
RICK GARNHART, AUCTIONEER • IL Lic: 440000901

WI Lic: 2844-52 • German Valley, IL • 815-238-3044
411600

PROPERTY OFFERED AS: 
Tract #1 – 4.4 Acres surveyed w/House and Out Buildings        
Tract #2 – 36.99 Acres Farmland 
Tract #3 – 40 Acres Farmland                                                         
Tract #4 – 81.39 Acres Total Tracts #1, #2, #3. 

409359

Bauer & Fonseca, P.c.
Certified Public Accountants

Stockton Office:
115 W. Front Ave. • Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-4594
Email: bnfcpas@frontier.com

Tax Season Is Here!
David L. Bauer, CPA • Heather R. Fonseca, CPA
Call for an appointment today!

392186

From Lena’s Kitchen

	I don’t know about my 
readers out there, but this 
writer is tired of living in a 
dark cocoon.  I have the blinds 
closed, the drapes closed, and 
everything I know of sealed 
up.    It was a brutal weekend.  
However, it was a good week-
end to cook.  I hope you made 
some good soup, a good oven 
dish, and baked a little some-
thing.  The recipes for this 
week feature a great appetiz-
er, a throwback recipe, some 
yummy mashed potatoes, a 
great chicken sandwich, and a 
wonderful Oreo dessert.

Chipped Beef 
Cheese Ball

	I love dried beef dip.  This 
one is relatively easy and 
tasty.  Helpful hint:  Rath-
er than buy five packages of 
dried beef, go to A.J.’s Lena 
Maid Meats and buy 1 pkg of 
their delicious, dried beef.  It 
is more economical and better 
tasting.  I also think any but-
ter cracker will do, so if you 
don’t have Ritz, use Pepper-
idge Farm or another butter 
cracker.

5 pkg (2 oz. each; total 10 
oz.) thinly sliced dried beef

12 oz. cream cheese, soft-
ened

1/3 C. finely chopped sweet 
onion

4 drops Worcestershire 
sauce

Ritz crackers and assorted 
fresh vegetables

	Place sliced dried beef in 
a food processor; puree un-
til finely chopped in a bowl.  
Beat cream cheese until 
smooth.  Stir in 2/3 C. beef 
and the onion and Worcester-
shire sauce.  Refrigerate, cov-
ered at least 1 hour.

	Place remaining beef in a 
small shallow bowl.  Shape 
cheese mixture into a ball; roll 
in beef to coat evenly.  Wrap; 
refrigerate at least 1 hour.  
Serve with crackers and veg-
etables.

So Tender Swiss Steak
	There is a lot of what is 

called “retro” recipes.  They 
are bringing back recipes 
from the past.  In the 1960’s 
Swiss Steak was one of the 
staples for a great Sunday 
meal.  It has been making the 
cooking rounds again.  

¼ C. flour
½ t. salt
¼ t. pepper
2 lbs. beef top round steak, 

cut into serving-size pieces
2 T. canola oil

1 medium onion, thinly 
sliced

2 C. water
2 T. Worcestershire sauce

Gravy
¼ C. flour
¼ t. salt
1/8 t. pepper
¼ C. beef broth
	Preheat the oven to 325.  In 

a large shallow dish, combine 
flour, salt and pepper.  Pound 
steak with a mallet to tender-
ize.  Add meat a few pieces at 
a time and toss to coat.

	In a Dutch oven, brown 
steak in oil on both sides.  Ar-
range onion slices between 
layers of meat.  Add water and 
Worcestershire sauce.  Cover 
and bake 2½ hours or until 
meat is very tender.  Remove 
to a serving platter and keep 
warm.

For the Gravy:  In a small 
bowl, combine flour, salt, pep-
per, and broth until smooth; 
stir into pan juices.  Bring to a 
boil over medium heat; cook 
and stir 2 minutes or until 
thickened.  

Mashed Red 
Potatoes

	These mashed potatoes 
will go great with the gravy 
and Swiss steak.  They are 
easy to make and tasty.

4½ lbs. unpeeled red pota-
toes cut into 1-inch pieces

6 T. butter, cubed
1½ t. salt
¾ t. pepper
1 to 1½ C. heavy whipping 

cream, warmed
Place the potatoes in a large 

saucepan or Dutch oven and 
cover with water.  Bring to a 
boil.  Reduce the heat; cov-
er and cook until tender, 10 
to 15 minutes.  Drain.  In a 
large bowl, mash the pota-
toes with butter, salt, pepper, 
and enough warm cream to 
achieve desired consistency.

Ultimate Chicken 
Sandwich

Every fast-food restaurant 
touts their chicken sandwich as 
the best.  This one uses butter-
milk to tenderize the chicken.  
The recipe is for an air fryer.  I 
have had some requests for air 
fryer recipes and thought this 
one was a good one for the av-
erage family.

3 boneless skinless chicken 
breast halves (6 oz. each)

¾ C. buttermilk
2 t. hot sauce
2 eggs, beaten
2 C. flour
1 T. plus 1 t. garlic powder
1 T. onion powder
1 T. paprika
2 t. pepper
1 t. salt
1/3 C. canola oil
Hamburger buns, lettuce, 

pickle slices, onion slices, and 
mayonnaise

	Cut each breast horizontally 
in half; place in a bowl.  Add 
buttermilk and hot sauce;  toss 
to coat.  Refrigerate, covered 
for 8 hours or overnight.  Pre-
heat an air fryer to 400.  Stir 
eggs into chicken mixture.  In a 
dish, whisk flour, garlic powder, 
onion powder, paprika, pepper, 
and salt.  Remove chicken from 
the buttermilk mixture.  Dredge 
chicken in flour mixture, firmly 
patting to help coating adhere.  
Repeat, dipping chicken into 
buttermilk mixture and then 
dredging again in the flour mix-
ture.

	Place chicken on a wire rack 
over a baking sheet.  Refriger-
ate, uncovered for 30 minutes.  
Using a pastry brush, lightly 
dab both sides of chicken with 
it until no dry breading remains.  
In batches, arrange chicken in 
single layer on greased tray in 
air-fryer basket.  Cook until a 
thermometer reads 165 and the 
coating is golden brown and 
crispy, 7 to 8 minutes on each 
side.  Remove the chicken; 
keep warm.  Toast buns in air 

fryer until golden brown 2 to 3 
minutes.  Top buns with chick-
en and other toppings.

Oreo Cake
	This cake is easy to put to-

gether because it starts with a 
cake mix.  The crushed Oreos 
are added to the batter to make 
the cake extra good.  It is a 
beautiful cake on a cake stand, 
and it would be a great Valen-
tine’s Day cake.

1 pkg. white cake mix
3 egg whites
1/3 C. oil
9 Oreo cookies, finely 

chopped plus additional cook-
ies quartered

3 C. butter at room tempera-
ture

6 C. powdered sugar
2 t. vanilla
1/3 C. semisweet chocolate 

chips
1/3 C. heavy cream
Chopped Hershey candy 

bars
	Preheat oven to 350.  Coat 3 

round cake pans (9 inch) with 
baking spray with flour.  On 
low speed, beat cake mix, egg 
whites, oil, 1 C. water until just 

combined, about 2 minutes; 
add chopped cookies.  Stir until 
just combined and evenly dis-
tributed.  Divide evenly among 
cake pans.  Bake until toothpick 
inserted in centers comes out 
clean, about 15 minutes.  Let 
cool in pans for 10 minutes.  
Transfer from pans to rack and 
let cool completely.

	On medium speed, beat but-
ter until fluffy, 3 minutes.  On 
low, gradually beat in pow-
dered sugar and vanilla until 
combined.  On medium high, 
beat until fluffy, 3 minutes.  
Transfer ¾ C. frosting to pastry 
bag fitted with star tip; reserve.  
Place 1 cake layer on serving 
plate or pedestal; spread with 
1 C. frosting.  Repeat with sec-
ond layer.  Top with remaining 
cake layer; spread top and side 
with remaining frosting.  Chill 
until set, about 1 hour.

	In microwave-safe bowl, 
microwave chocolate chips and 
cream in 15 second intervals, 
stirring, until smooth; let cool.  
Spread over the top of the cake, 
allowing some to drip down the 
sides.  Pipe reserved frosting on 
top.  Garnish with remaining 
cookies and decorate with can-

dy pieces

Final Thoughts
	I think the last of the Christ-

mas decorations have been 
packed up and put away for an-
other year (although I probably 
will find just one more thing 
somewhere!).  I now begin 
closet cleaning.  I decided to 
get rid of my fat wardrobe and 
my skinny one too.  I will let 
you know how that works out.  
There will probably be another 
weekend of staying in out of the 
cold and watching football.  It 
is a good thing I can pass the 
time watching football games.  
Hopefully our furnaces keep 
putting out the warmth and the 
electricity stays on.  There is a 
lot of sickness around, and if 
you don’t have to go out hope-
fully it can be dodged.  Please 
stay safe and healthy.  Remem-
ber that we will be looking for 
some heartier cooking recipes, 
so if you have a good soup, 
bread, or pie recipe, send it our 
way.  Contact us in person, by 
mail at From Lena’s Kitchens, 
Shopper’s Guide at 240 W. 
Main St. or email us at scoop-
shopper@rvpublishing.com. 

The not so skinny cook

City of Freeport seeking to fill Fire Chief vacancy
	The Freeport City Council 

took action Tuesday, Jan. 18, 
to fill the vacancy created by 
the recent passing of Freeport 
Fire Department’s Chief Brad 
Liggett. Scott Stykel, a veteran 
of 24 years at the Freeport Fire 
Department, was approved and 
sworn in as the Interim Fire 
Chief. Stykel will lead the fire 
department until a replacement 

is approved. 
	The Council also authorized 

City Manager Randy Bukas to 
seek any internal candidates 
from the department for a pe-
riod of 10 days. It was agreed 
that, pending any internal can-
didate applications, the Council 
authorized the City to enter into 
a contract with GovHR to con-
duct a national search for a new 

fire chief. 
	GovHR previously conduct-

ed a search for a Freeport Fire 
Chief vacancy, which result-
ed in the hire of Brad Liggett. 
Liggett joined the Freeport 
Fire Department in 2019 after 
a 30-year-long career with the 
Beloit Fire Department with 
the last 16 years as Beloit’s Fire 
Chief.
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EVANGELICAL FREE 
CHURCH OF LENA
720 N. Freedom Street

Lena, IL • 815-369-5591
Rev. Scott Wilson

Assoc. Pastor of Youth

Sunday Worship 
10:00 a.m.

ABF 8:45 a.m.
Awana

Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

Listen to pastor’s weekly sermon 
at www.lenafreechurch.org

409923

Federal & State 
Tax Returns

Payroll 
Tax Returns

Rhonda 
McPeek

304 East North Avenue
(on Rte. 20 across from NAPA)  

Stockton
815-541-3969

392188

0920-528HC_03015-1/12/2022

Occupation Discount is not available in AK,  
GA, or TN. Availability and amount may vary.  
Auto policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance  
Company®, COUNTRY Preferred Insurance  
Company® and COUNTRY Casualty  
Insurance Company®, Bloomington, IL.

COUNTRY Financial® thanks full-time K-12 teachers  
with up to 15% savings on their car insurance. 
Find out more today!

Steve Rothschadl, LUTCF, RICP
Financial Representative 
202 S Schuyler 
Po Box 669 
Lena, IL 61048-0669 
www.countryfinancial.com/steven.rothschadl 
steven.rothschadl@countryfinancial.com 
(815)369-4581

411140

SOUP AND SANDWICH LUNCHEON
SUNDAY, 

FEBRUARY 6, 2022
11 A.M. - 2 P.M.

MENU
SOUPS: Chicken & Rice, Bean & Ham, & Cheesy Potato

SANDWICHES: Egg Salad or Ham Salad
Dine-in or Carry-out

ADULTS - $6.00 • CHILDREN 5-12 - $3.00 • CHILDREN UNDER 5 FREE

Pearl City UMC •  411 S. Main St. • Pearl City, IL
411655

Kay Shipman 
FARMWEEK

	Eric Hodel grew up growing 
food on his family’s diversified, 

central Illinois farm. Today, as 
the new CEO of Midwest Food 
Bank, Hodel is making sure 
hungry people can access it.

Midwest Food Bank’s new CEO taps farm roots, pandemic lessons
 “We’ve seen an increase of 

people going to food pantries 
and soup kitchens, ... a 10 to 
20% increase in demand,” 
Hodel told FarmWeek. “We 
have an opportunity and privi-
lege to feed the world with an 
abundance and excess of food.”

	Midwest Food Bank start-
ed on Kieser’s family farm in 
2003. That farm heritage con-
tinued to serve Midwest Food 
Bank as it grew to 10 U.S. loca-
tions, including three in Illinois, 
and a location in Haiti and an-
other in East Africa. The char-
ity maintains its basic model 
of providing food to now more 
than 2,000 nonprofit agencies, 
which distribute to those in 
need.

Hodel reflected on the ben-
efits of hands-on learning on 
a corn-soybean-hay farm with 
an egg-laying business and 
sheep flock. The family farm 

near Metamora continues with 
corn, soybeans, hay, purebred 
sheep and a seed business.  
“I’m extremely thankful I had 
that (farm background) as an 
opportunity. What I learned on 
the farm benefited me,” he said. 
“It’s a great opportunity to have 
my kids involved and to teach 
and train the next generation.”

	Hands-on learning had ap-
plications to hunger needs 
during the pandemic. Midwest 
Food Bank “learned with the 
pandemic that food distribution 
and disaster relief combined 
into one,” Hodel said. The char-
ity changed everything from 
how food was packaged and 
distributed to organizing and 
working with volunteers.

	One adaptation has been a 
packaged family food box to 
sustain families and ease distri-
bution. Hodel gave an example 
of an elderly New York woman 

who couldn’t leave her high-
rise apartment, so a family food 
box left at her door filled an im-
portant need. In 2020, Midwest 
Food Bank distributed food 
worth more than $380 million.

	In addition, Midwest Food 
Bank partnered with USDA on 
its Farmers to Families Food 
Box program and added meat, 
milk and fresh ingredients to 
boxes of shelf-stable foods. 
Through that pandemic part-
nership, the charity learned 
more about available USDA 
programs, Hodel said.

	The CEO anticipates future 
family food boxes would be 
available, depending on the 
situation. Meanwhile, Midwest 
Food Bank’s disaster relief has 
grown geographically through 
its state locations and with 
multiple partners. “As we grow 
through the U.S., we grow in 
ability,” Hodel said.

 Pandemic health and safety 
protocols also changed how 
Midwest Food Bank worked 
with its nearly 18,000 volun-
teers in 2020. Efforts evolved 
from “mega groups” to small-
er, more frequent openings that 
“give more opportunities to 
volunteers,” Hodel said. “There 
definitely was a need,” he said.

 The charity remained open 
as an essential business, offer-
ing people a safe place to go 
when schools and other insti-
tutions closed. Hodel expects 
the charity will continue offer-
ing multiple opportunities for 
smaller volunteer groups and 
will continue using an electron-
ic volunteer sign-up system ad-
opted during the pandemic.

	The charity “welcomes calls 
for new service projects” from 
Farm Bureau Young Leaders, 
4-H clubs, FFA chapters and 
other groups. For large gather-
ings, like an annual convention, 
Midwest Food Bank can offer 
an on-site service project. Rice, 
beans and other ingredients for 
“tender mercy” meals can be 
brought to a group’s location 
for an on-site project, according 
to Hodel.

	Midwest Food Bank will 
continue to alleviate hunger 
and provide disaster relief with 
a “terrific team, staff and lead-
ers” at each of its 12 locations 
and volunteers who “are a tre-
mendous blessing to the orga-
nization,” sharing talents with 
dedication and a willingness to 
serve, Hodel said.

	For more information about 
Midwest Food Bank, visit mid-
westfoodbank.org.
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