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♥ Singing and Other Valentine Balloons
♥ Abdallah Candy Hearts and Chocolates

♥ Candles ♥ Valentine Cards
♥ Valentine Plush ♥ Blooming and Green Plants

♥ Specialty Valentine Gifts

412307

VALENTINE HOURS
Sat., Feb. 12 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.; Sun., Feb. 13 8:30 

a.m. -noon; Mon., Feb. 14 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

♥
♥
♥

Your Valentine Cupid Headquarters

By Christopher Johnson
REPORTER

A lot of work has had to go 
into preparing for this week-
end and next week’s Illinois 
High School Association 
Girls Basketball Playoffs in 
Stockton. Because of strict 
adherence to rules put in place 
when the 2021-2022 school 
year began across northern 
Illinois, Blackhawks fans get 
the chance to cheer for their 
team one more time, before 

everything turns to spring.
A ruling made by Governor 

JB Pritzker in early August 
2021, set the tone for how 
schools would handle the 
battle against and protection 
from Covid19 and its spread. 
A message was shared from 
the US Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. The 
Illinois Governor followed 
the call and issued a mandate 
stating masks must be worn in 
school. Those school districts 

which chose not to comply 
with the ruling faced the risk 
of loss of funding, accredita-
tion and the right to compete 
in Illinois High School or Illi-
nois Elementary School State 
Playoffs.

Early in the process of sea-
son readiness, neighboring 
school districts such as Dako-
ta and Durand voted against 
following the mandate. Dako-
ta had initially said it would 
not abide by the State’s ruling, 

letting the mandate become 
optional. The district eventu-
ally changed course.

During District 206 Board 
of Education meetings fol-
lowing Pritzker’s ruling, rep-
resentatives started receiving 
input from community resi-
dents, administration, staff, 
and students about the man-
date being enforced. The 
Board of Education contin-
ued, in majority fashion, to 
assure that every step required 

would be followed, at times, 
regardless of inconvenience.

Since the August 2 an-
nouncement by the Illinois 
Governor, stands have been 
filled with fans who have se-
lected the mask-up option. 
Within the confines of the 
halls of District 206, students 
and staff alike continually had 
proper behavior reinforced.

By the time the end of the 
football season had arrived 
and Thanksgiving Invitation-
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Stockton students chosen to perform at state conference
 The Illinois All State Music Conference was held in Peoria Jan. 29. Orchestra, Choir 
and Band students auditioned and the top 200 kids for each group were chosen to per-
form in this elite opportunity. Stockton school officials said they were lucky enough to 
have four talented kids chosen this year. “It was quite the honor for the school, choir 
director Mrs. Crandel, and band director Mr Wade to be recognized. Congratulations 
to Justin Eden, Karl Hubb, Trace Williamson and Abigail Wilkinson for this amazing 
accomplishment,” they said.

District adherence brings playoffs to Stockton
als were beginning, a struc-
ture was in place with the 
rules being followed. Had 
the district officials chosen a 
different path, there would be 
no playoffs in Stockton, start-
ing this Saturday with three 
games slated for completion. 
With the rules followed, fund-
ing was allocated at the start 
of the school season since it 
was already understood that 
Stockton would be a desti-
nation for the start of the 1A 
Tournament. Part of the fund-
ing required for this week-
end’s second season tip-offs 
has already been acquired and 
realized. Procuring officials, 
scorekeepers, maintenance 
staff, hospitality provisions 
and added security were all 
budgeted in ahead of the start 
of the winter session and well 
ahead of this weekend’s Re-
gional get together.

Communication with mu-
nicipal leaders was also re-
quired by District 206 Super-
intendent James Bunting.

With an influx of travel-
ers venturing to Jo Daviess 
County, additional services 
are often required, including 
enhanced village security and 
maintenance crew assistance. 
Weather readiness has also 
been an issue presented as 
part of the intergovernmental 
arrangements for the upcom-
ing second season celebration.

This weekend’s Class 1A 
Stockton Girls Basketball Re-
gional features six neighbor-
ing schools and host Stock-
ton. This Saturday will feature 
three scheduled matches with 
the Region’s top seed Oran-
geville waiting in the second 
round.
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Federal & State 
Tax Returns

Payroll 
Tax Returns

Rhonda 
McPeek

304 East North Avenue
(on Rte. 20 across from NAPA)  

Stockton
815-541-3969

392188

Walk-Ins Welcome!

308 East Lena St. • Lena
815-650-8050
HOURS:  
 M-Th 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
 Friday 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
 Saturday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

LeAnn Clark, EA
clarkdifftax@gmail.com

Jodi Diffenderfer, EA

TAX TIME IS HERE!

411044

Providing all your Personal & Business Accounting & Tax Needs

Your “Main Street Chiropractors”
with over 40 years service to our community

• Palmer Graduates • Digital X-Ray
• BCBS Provider • Electronic Insurance Billing

Liles Chiropractic 
Clinic, Ltd.

Dr. Jared Liles  &  Dr. Jim Liles
238 W. Main St. • Lena

815-369-4974
M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Saturday by Appointment.

397192

Now proudly accepting United Healthcare
and Quartz insurance plans.

VERA M. PETERSON
 Vera Marie Peterson was 

welcomed into the arms of 
Jesus on Thursday, Feb. 3, 
2022.  She was born Aug. 
23, 1916, to Carl and Marie 
(Hart) Toepfer at Massbach 
in JoDaviess, Co.  She at-
tended country school near 
Pleasant Valley.  She worked 
as a caretaker for Johnnie’s 
mother and later she worked 
for a family in Freeport at 
which time she and John 
started dating.  Vera mar-
ried John Peterson on Sept. 
28, 1939 in Des Moines, IA.  
Vera was a farm wife and 
homemaker while raising 
her seven children.   
 She worked as an aide 
at Ortez Nursing Home in 
Lena and later worked at 
the Villas of Shannon Nurs-
ing Home for 22 years as a 
nurse’s aide.  After retiring, 
she volunteered at Villas of 
Shannon and helped care 
for people in their Shannon 
homes.

 In 1986, Vera and John 
moved to Shannon, remain-
ing there for almost 27 
years. They then enjoyed in-
dependent living in Freeport 
Liberty Village before mov-
ing to Winn Prairie in 2017 
where both Vera and John 
formed more friendships and 
received care from thought-
ful staff. Vera’s widely 
known hobby was quilting.  
She made quilts for all her 
family and for a host of peo-
ple from the area.  

Vera was active in the 
Shannon Woman’s Club, 
served in various capacities 
at Ebenezer United Church 
of Christ, such as Ladies 
Guild, church board, and as 
a Sunday School teacher.  
She had been a member of 
that church since 1940.  Vera 
and John enjoyed traveling 
with family and later going 
on bus tours with friends. 

She was always eager to 
play card games or scrab-
ble, even if it meant playing 
scrabble by herself.  She 
also enjoyed reading and do-
ing crossword puzzles and 
rarely missed an episode of 

Jeopardy or 
Wheel of 
Fortune. 

Vera’s wit 
and humor 
was evident 
until the 
very end 
of her 105 
years in this 

ever-changing world.  She 
continued to challenge her 
mind in many ways and kept 
connected with her family 
even when a pandemic kept 
visits to virtual chats on the 
Facebook Portal.

 Next to family, Vera’s 
church was the most import-
ant thing to her.  Her main 
focus that she voiced recent-
ly was that she hoped that 
all generations of her family 
would know Christ as their 
Savior.  She always had her 
morning devotions, attended 
Bible Study, and attended 
services as long as she was 
able.  Later, she listened to 
TV ministries and attended 
virtual church serves.  Mom 
was a Christian example for 
family and friends.

 Vera is survived by her 
children, Randall (Joyce), 
Richard (Janet), Ryan (Deb-
bie), Reggie (Linda), Rod-
ney (Nancy), Rita (Randy) 
Brinkmeier, and Ramona 
Cruse.  Also surviving are 
18 grandchildren, 36 great 
grandchildren, and 7 great 
great grandchildren.  

She was preceded in death 
by her husband John of 76 
years who died in 2018; a 
brother Virgil Toepfer; sis-
ters Rosella Quillen, and 
Marie Brenner; and son-in-
law Jerry Cruse.

 Funeral service was at 
Ebenezer United Church of 
Christ on Monday, Feb. 7, 
2022, at 10 a.m. by Pastor 
Jim Brown.  Visitation for 
family and friends was at 
Hermann Funeral Home in 
Pearl City on Sunday, Feb. 
6, 2022, from 2 to 4 p.m.  

 Memorials in Vera’s name 
can be made to FHN Hos-
pice. Condolences may be 
shared at www.hermannfu-
neralhome.com.

Obituary

Local students make 
fall 2021 dean’s list; 
awarded degrees

Augustana University
(dean’s list)

Madalyn Reifsteck

Aurora University 
(dean’s list)

Devyn Bilich

Lazime Limani

Edgewood College
(honors)

Austin Carlson
Zoe Penwell
Georgia Vandigo

The University of 
Wisconsin-Eau Claire
(graduation)

Greta Shimon

Pretzel City Area Transit 
awarded Illinois Department 
of Transportation funding

 Pretzel City Area Transit 
has been awarded $65,000 in 
grant funds for security video 
camera upgrades through the 
Illinois Department of Trans-
portation’s (IDOT) Rebuild 
Illinois capital program. The 
IDOT Rebuild Illinois capital 
program is dispersing a total 
of $111.4 million to 37 Illi-
nois transit systems and over 
50 projects, including Pretzel 
City Area Transit. 

 The Rebuild Illinois Tran-
sit grant will allow Pretzel 
City Area Transit to purchase 

and install 17 video cam-
eras fitted with SIM cards, 
data plans, live tracking and 
streaming, and data storage in 
its transportation fleet. Pretzel 
City Transit riders and drivers 
will benefit from improved 
surveillance, as it improves 
transit safety and liability.  

 Pretzel City Area Transit 
is a demand response public 
transportation system, which 
serves a population of over 
30,000 throughout Freeport 
and Stephenson County.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Spelling bee 
champions
 Congratulations to the 2022 spelling Bee Cham-
pions who will be competing in this year’s region-
al Spelling Bee.  Mayci Mullen took first place, Liz-
zy Hartzell, second and Kinley Jones, third.

Slices of life

 There are two types of 
people in this country: those 
who have a car and those who 
don’t.

 There are good reasons 
for living on each side of the 
roadway. People without a 
vehicle often live in areas 
where public transportation is 
the norm and street-space is 
not. If you don’t have a garage 
or a driveway, you might have 
to pay for parking on a daily 
basis. That adds to the cost of 
car ownership, which is no fun. 
Multiply that if you have to 
drive around the block multiple 
times in search of an open 
space.

 Parking aside, the act of 
driving on populated roadways 
requires a special skillset. 

 I traveled to New York City 
a few years back and saw this 
firsthand. The space between 
cars on all sides of the vehicle 
while traveling at 30-plus 
miles per hour is mere inches, 
and that is no exaggeration. It 
takes an especially talented, 
level-headed and barbaric 
person to dare to navigate 
such treacherous conditions. I 
may be barbaric, but not that 
talented or level-headed.

 Give me black ice and the 
most white-out snowstorm 
in memory. I’ll drive through 
it with a confidence instilled 
by 4-wheel drive, a good set 
of snow tires and decades of 
experience navigating blizzard 
conditions.

 But bumper to bumper 
traffic with the possibility 
of road rage in the mix? I’m 
opting out, thank you very 
much.

 Still, I’ve lived all my adult 
life with a vehicle to call my 
own. I didn’t live in New York, 
or any other highly populated 
area where taxis trump 
personal transportation. I was 
rural, and rural demands a car 
of your own.

 I always had one. At least 
one.

 Until recently, when I found 
myself 1,500 miles from home, 
in a new home. My son and I 
moved across country with his 

Life without wheels
car. Thankfully it got us here in 
one piece.

 Then the problems started.
 The car wiggled when 

accelerating. It coughed 
up disturbing noises when 
making a sharp turn. One 
tire habitually went flat. The 
vehicle got us from point A 
to point B, but it didn’t feel 
right. It felt very, very left. We 
brought it in for diagnostics 
and, while opinions differed 
between mechanics, one 
thought rang consistent: It was 
time to get rid of the car.

 In a word: Ugh.
 Then life happened. I won’t 

bore you with the details, but 
in amidst of life happening, I 
went about six weeks without 
a car. Luckily I had a bike and 
a backpack. It’s amazing how 
many groceries you can fit into 
a small space when you are 
hungry. 

 I also blessed the gods for 
delivery of bulky items like 
toilet paper and cat litter.

 So, as dire as I make it 
seem, it wasn’t. It was only 
irritating. But irritating gets 
old quickly. Especially when 
irritating denies you access to 
the super store, or, worse yet, 
the dollar-point-two-five store, 
which it now is, if you’ve done 
your research.

 Never mind eating, it felt as 
though my crafting days were 
over. 

 But back to the bike. The 
bike saved me. It got me 
from here to there, and I even 
figured out how to fit a frozen 
pizza into a backpack. That is 
no small effort. 

 I decided to embrace the 
adventure. I was able to bike to 
the grocery store in the middle 
of a January winter. I haven’t 
been able to make that claim 
to fame for most of my life, 
so why not look on the bright 
side. Yes, leaking chicken juice 
into the back pack was not a 
desired outcome so rotisserie 
chicken was probably out of 
the question. 

 But I had other options. I 
figured out the frozen pizza 
backpack challenge. I also 
figured out how to find a new 
(used) car. 

 It was another adventure, 
which I conquered—

successfully. 
 I now have reliable 

wheels—two on a bike and 
four on a little SUV. I can head 
to the superstore and fill my 
cart with a mega pack of toilet 
paper, a couple of rotisserie 
chickens and as many frozen 
pizzas as my heart desires.

 Life is good.

 Jill Pertler is an award-
winning syndicated columnist, 
published playwright and 
author. She invites readers to 
follow the Slices of Life page 
on Facebook.

College news
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Bring a SMILE to someone’s face.
Share with us a photo and details of 
your recent engagement, wedding or 

anniversary at no charge.
Stop in at the Shopper’s Guide/The Scoop Today newspaper 
office 240 W. Main St., Suite B, Lena with your info or email 

us at scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
404764

409499

Bauer & Fonseca, P.c.
Certified Public Accountants

Stockton Office:
115 W. Front Ave. • Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-4594
Email: bnfcpas@frontier.com

Tax Season Is Here!
David L. Bauer, CPA • Heather R. Fonseca, CPA
Call for an appointment today!

392186

MOWERY AUTO PARTS

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks

392194
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BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!
10% MORE for 

jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mint Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Coins 
Flatware • Diamonds • Sterling

40
36

86

M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

From Lena’s Kitchen

We dodged the big snow-
storm that went south of us.  
I am always grateful that 
the snow and ice stay away.  
I suppose the people who 
love snow sports as well as 
the snowplow people are 
not happy about the lack of 
snow.  I am sure we will still 
get some.  Valentine’s Day is 
fast approaching, and we have 
some Valentine recipes for the 
week.  Enjoy these special 
recipes for our “red” day.

Cranberry and Bacon 
Swiss Cheese Dip
 If you are looking for an 

unusual appetizer, this cheese 
dip has some great ingredi-
ents.  You can get the spread-
able chive and onion cream 
cheese in most grocery stores.  
I think the Philadelphia Cream 
cheese brand makes several 
flavored cream cheeses.  Use 
this for a special Valentine’s 
supper or for a Super Bowl 
party.

2/3 C. mayonnaise
1 T. ground mustard
1/3 C. spreadable chive and 

onion cream cheese
1 T. garlic pepper
3 C. shredded Swiss cheese
1¼ C. chopped onions
8 pieces of bacon, cooked, 

drained and chopped
½ C. sliced almonds, divid-

ed
1/3 C. dried cranberries, 

chopped
 Preheat the oven to 325.  In 

a large bowl, combine mayo, 
cream cheese, mustard, and 
garlic pepper.  Add Swiss 

cheese; mix well.  Stir in on-
ions, bacon, ¼ C. almonds 
and cranberries.  Spread into a 
greased 1 to 2 qt baking dish.  
Sprinkle with remaining ¼ 
C. almonds.  Place on baking 
sheet.  Bake, uncovered, un-
til bubbly, 25 to 30 minutes.  
Serve with pita chips or thinly 
sliced baguette slices.

Creamy Chicken 
Gnocchi Soup

 I love the Gnocchi Soup 
they serve at Olive Garden.  
A friend sent me this “knock 
off” recipe that is almost as 
good.  You can buy gnocchi 
in most grocery stores. It is 
a pasta that is usually potato 
based. Make this soup on a 
cold night and serve it with 
salad and a breadstick; you 
can close your eyes an imag-
ine you are at the Olive Gar-
den restaurant.

1 lb. boneless chicken 
breasts, cut into ½ inch pieces

1/3 C. butter, divided
1 small onion, chopped
1 medium carrot, shredded
1 celery rib, chopped
2 garlic cloves, minced
1/3 C. flour
3½ C. 2 % milk
1½ C. heavy whipping 

cream
1 T. chicken bouillon gran-

ules

¼ t. pepper
1 pkg. (16 oz.) potato gn-

occhi
½ C. chopped fresh spinach
 In a Dutch oven, brown 

chicken in 2 T. butter.  Re-
move and keep warm.  In the 
same pan, sauté the onion, 
carrot, celery, and garlic in 
remaining butter until tender.  
Whisk in flour until blend-
ed; gradually stir in the milk, 
cream, bouillon granules and 
pepper.  Bring to a boil.  Re-
duce heat; cook and stir until 
thickened, about 2 minutes.  
Add the gnocchi and spinach; 
cook until spinach is wilted, 3 
to 4 minutes.  Add the chick-
en.  Cover and simmer until 
heated through (do not boil), 
about 10 minutes.

Layered Jell-O 
Squares

 I got this recipe several 
years ago, and when I was 
cleaning up some of my rec-
ipes, I came across it.  It is a 
perfect salad for “red” day.  It 
does take time because you 
have to set the layers before 
moving on to the next one.  
It is a beautiful salad without 
many ingredients, so it is very 
economical.

1.6 oz. pkg. raspberry 
Jell-O

The not so skinny cook

See KITCHEN, Page 7

Incidentally; International Toothache Day 
 Although largely prevent-

able, dental caries or tooth de-
cay remains the most prevalent 
chronic disease throughout 
the world. The personal and 
economic costs of untreated 
oral disease include mild to 
unbearable pain, disruption of 
eating, drinking, sleeping, and 
talking, infection, lost days 
of school, work and income. 
Untreated dental disease not 
only impacts your oral tissues 
but can initiate or exacerbate 
other health conditions that 
negatively impact your over-
all health and well-being. Oral 
disease is a global health issue 
that creates economic burdens 
for families and healthcare 
systems. International health 
organizations are working 
together to address the chal-
lenge of reducing oral disease 
through prevention. Interna-
tional toothache day, which is 
held annually on Feb. 9, was 

established to get the word out 
about what causes a toothache 
and the proactive steps that 
you can take to prevent dental 
disease. 

During the initial months 
of the pandemic, when dental 
offices were closed, the im-
portance of preventative care 
was not only highlighted but 

brought attention to the bil-
lions of people throughout the 
world who do not have access 
to routine or even emergency 
dental care, community fluori-
dated water and healthy food. 
It also brought focus to the 
critical lack of preventative 
oral care coverage in global 
primary health care.

 Focusing on prevention re-
mains critical as the pandemic 
continues to take a serious toll 
on global oral health. Dentists 
throughout the world have 
reported an increase in cavi-
ties and gum disease. This is 
believed to be a result of neg-
ative changes in diets and a 
decrease in daily oral hygiene. 
They also note an increase in 
stress-related conditions such 
as teeth grinding and jaw 
clenching. These activities 
have increased the incidence 
of cracked and chipped teeth, 
as well as jaw pain. 

 Dental caries (dental de-

cay) and periodontal disease 
are bacterial infections. They 
can be prevented by reducing 
or eliminating the pathogens 
(microorganisms that cause 
disease) through effective oral 
hygiene, and increasing your 
resistance to disease through 
good nutrition, drinking fluo-
ridated water and tobacco ces-
sation. Maintaining oral health 
is essential to your well-being. 
Skipping or ineffective brush-
ing and flossing allows the 
growth of pathogens that lead 
to tooth decay and periodontal 
disease. Routine dental visits 
and cleanings are important 
tools in your arsenal to pre-
vent, detect and treat oral dis-
ease in its earliest stages. They 
also provide the opportunity 
for you or your children to 
learn how to effectively brush 
and floss. 

International Toothache Day 
reminds us to take advantage 
of our access to community 
fluoridated water and its enam-
el strengthening properties. We 
can also prevent toothaches by 
decreasing our consumption 
of sugary and acidic beverag-
es and food. It also serves as 
a reminder to replace a worn 
and frayed toothbrush before it 
harms our oral tissues.

By
DR. STEPHEN 
PETRAS 
Illinois Licensed 
General Dentist

February Lifelong Learning schedule 
includes in-person and online classes
Highland Community College Lifelong 

Learning February courses include 
Beginning Jewelry Making, Computers 
and Mobile Devices, Spring Bulb Gardens 
A and B, The Bio-Energetics of Thriving, 
and Cahokia and the Mississippian 
Culture, held in-person and online. 
Courses being held in person will be 

practicing social distancing and masks 
will be required. Others have the option to 
attend through Zoom™. To register online 
and view the complete Lifelong Learning 
schedule, visit highland.edu/lifelong. For 
more information about Lifelong Learning 
and to find out the latest in new course 
offerings, call 815-599-3403.

    your source for on-line news:

       RVPNEWS.COM
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1013 16th Avenue
Monroe, WI

608-325-4464
Hours:  M-T 10-5; F 10-6, Sat  10-4

SmartWool Socks 
for men & women

Makes Great Valentine’s Day gift!!
Buy 3 pair or more & save $2.00 a pair

411899

da Taxguy
Personal, Farm & Business Tax Preparation

Doyle Aubrey
227 N. Park St.

Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-2895
34 Years Experience

Call Me
 for Appointment

411988

Ready To File Now!

Low Low Rates

WHAT WOMEN WANT FOR VALENTINE’S DAY
Monday, Feb. 14 • Visit Your Local Merchants for Great Gift Ideas for your Loved One 411991

216 W. Main St. • Lena • 815-369-5549

Valentine Hours:
Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 12th 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 13th 8:30 a.m. - Noon

Monday, Feb. 14th 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

devoefloral@yahoo.com 41
19

90

Where else would you go but
Devoe Floral for Valentines Day?

She Wants
Abdallah Chocolates, Gerbers and Plush, Vases of 

Roses, Daisies, and such. Singing Balloons that sing “I 
Love You,” Gifts, Candles in many scents, too.

Valentine Cards with hugs and kisses, these are the 
gifts from DeVoe’s that she wishes!

412309

Savanna, IL - 4 bedroom solid brick 
home. New Wiring & Main Feed, 2 

Bathrooms remodeled. Open floor plan. 
Country living! Just $119,900

MLS # 202108110

Bussian RealtoRs
Lena   815-369-4747 
Freeport     815-235-6106

Julie Willson   815-690-2792

julie@bussianrealtors.com
www.bussianrealtors.com

Gianna  Willson says: “Surprise your 
SWEETHEART with Real Estate this year!”

Stockton basketball wrap
By Trenten Scheidegger
SPORTS WRITER

 The Stockton girls basketball squad had 
a busy week last week with four games in 
as many days.  Their week began with a 
Feb. 2 matchup against the West Carroll 
Lady Thunder.  West Carroll came into 
the meeting with a record of 14-11, while 
the Stockton Lady Blackhawks held a 
record of 12-6.  The game did not lack 
any excitement, as it came down to the 
final possession.  The Lady Blackhawks 
managed to come out on top, however, by 
a score of 49-47. 

 The next day, the Lady Blackhawks 
were in a conference matchup against the 
Warren Warriors.  Stockton was the clear 
favorite in this one as the Lady Warriors 
held a record of just 3-21.  The Lady 
Blackhawks had little trouble handling the 
Warriors with a final score of 47-24.  

 One day later, Stockton was set up 
for another conference matchup with 
a 5-18 East Dubuque Warriors squad.  
Stockton jumped out to an early lead 
as they doubled up East Dubuque in 
the first quarter.  With a 16-8 lead, the 
Lady Blackhawks would stumble in the 
second quarter.  They managed just four 
points on offense as Stockton struggled 
to find production outside their top three 
performers.  Brynn Haas, Kenze Haas, 
and Whittney Sullivan were the only 
three Lady Blackhawks to tally a score 
that night.  The slow second quarter 
saw Stockton take a 20-17 lead into the 
halftime break.  

 Stockton managed to flip the scores 
from the second quarter in the third, as 
they outscored the Warriors 9-4.  The solid 
quarter coming out of the break gave the 
Lady Blackhawks 29-21 advantage with 
one quarter remaining. 

 Kenze took over the game for the Lady 
Blackhawks as she kept the pressure on 
East Dubuque all game long.  With 23 
points, Kenze led the team in scoring 
while shooting five of eight from the 
free throw line.  Brynn was next up in 
scoring for the Lady Blackhawks as she 
finished the game with 12 points.  Sullivan 
was the only other Lady Blackhawk to 
score as she finished the game with five 
points.  Stockton combined for just two 
three pointers on the evening as Sullivan 
and Brynn each had one.  Despite the 

offensive struggles, Stockton managed 
to hold on for a 40-32 win for their third 
straight victory.  

Stockton boys basketball
 The Stockton boys basketball squad 

picked up their eleventh win of the season 
in a Jan. 28 matchup with the Galena 
Pirates.  The Pirates came into the game 
with a record of 17-7, making them the 
favorites over the 10-8 Blackhawks.  

 Stockton knew it would take an all-
around team effort to pull off the upset 
over the Pirates, and they got just that.  
Four Stockton athletes surpassed eight 
total points in the game as they found 
production from all over the place.  It took 
a while to find their rhythm, however. 

 The Blackhawks managed just six 
points in the first quarter, as they went into 
the second trailing 7-6.  That was when 
both offenses came to life as the Pirates 
and Blackhawks combined for 27 points 
in the second, after scoring only 13 in the 
first.  Stockton outscored Galena 14-13, 
however, as they went into the halftime 
break tied 20-20. 

 Galena managed to tip the momentum 
back in their favor in the third quarter.  
After getting outscored 10-8, the 
Blackhawks went into the final quarter 
trailing by two points.  

 Stockton Head Coach, John Hamman, 
saw his offense catch fire in the fourth 
quarter, however.  The Blackhawks 
combined for 19 points, including 
some solid free throw shooting, as they 
looked to pull off the upset.  While the 
Blackhawks took advantage of the free 
opportunities by sinking 13 free throws, 
the Pirates were just four of ten from the 
line as a team.  That is where Hammann’s 
squad was able to make a difference, as 
they outscored the Pirates 19-11 in the 
fourth. 

 Three Blackhawks combined to lead 
the team in scoring as Caleb Mammoser, 
Alex Altfillisch, and Ian Broshous each 
had 10 points.  Dustin Oppold was next up 
with eight points, while Ryley Schultz had 
five and Parker Luke had four.  

 The Lady Blackhawks will play host to 
the Galena Pirates Wednesday night, Feb.  
9.  The Stockton boys will play host to the 
Scales Mound Hornets this Friday, Feb. 
11.  

Warriors bounce back from 
recent rout by Scales Mound
By Trenten Scheidegger
SPORTS WRITER

 The Warren Warriors boys 
basketball team has struggled 
through most of their 2021-22 
season.  On Jan. 28, the War-
riors came into their match-
up against the Scales Mound 
Hornets with a record of just 
6-11.  With Scales Mound 
coming in with a record of 21-
1, the Hornets were the clear 
favorites over the Warriors.  
When these teams met up ear-
lier this season, the Hornets 
walked away with a 65-32 
victory over Warren.  While 
the Warriors were hoping for 
better results this time around, 
that would be a tall task to ask 
of the underdogs.  

 The Warriors did their 
best to keep up with the high 
scoring Hornet offense in the 
first quarter.  Warren Senior, 
Brayden Bohnsack, had seven 
points in the opening quarter.  
Junior guard, Reed McNutt, 
had five as the Warriors 
combined for 16 first quarter 
points.  

 Scales Mound hit the 
ground running, however.  
The Hornets combined for 
five three pointers in the first 
quarter alone, two of which 
came off the hands of junior 
guard, Jacob Deurr.  Collin 
Fosler, Benjamin Vandigo, 
and Sam Cocagne each added 
threes of their own as the Hor-
nets combined for 26 points in 
the first.  Cocagne provided 
the majority of their opening 
offense with nine first quarter 
points. 

 The Warriors posted an-
other eight points in the sec-
ond quarter, but it would not 
be enough to keep up with 
the efficient Hornets.  While 
McNutt and Bohnsack each 
added baskets to their shot 
chart, the Hornets went off 
for another thirty-one points 

in the second quarter.  Co-
cagne caught fire from deep, 
hitting a trio of three pointers 
in the second quarter alone.  
Charlie Wiegel added a three 
pointer of his own as the Hor-
nets combined for nine three 
pointers in the first half alone.  
Thanks to the explosive first 
half, Scales Mound managed 
to hold a 57-24 lead at the 
break. 

 The Hornets kept it roll-
ing in the third quarter when 
they combined for another 
22 points.  Vandigo posted 
six points in the third quar-
ter as he led the way for the 
Hornets.  The Warriors tallied 
nine third quarter points, all of 
which came from McNutt and 
junior forward, Landon Ma-
honey.  They only saw their 
deficit increase, however, as 
Scales Mound took a 79-33 
lead into the final quarter. 

 Thanks to the cushion, the 
Hornets were able to coast 
toward an easy 91-38 vic-
tory over Warren.  Scales 
Mound had three athletes 
over 15 points as Cocagne 
led the team with 22, Vandi-
go had 17, and Deurr had 15.  
McNutt led the Warriors with 
16.  Bohnsack was the next 
leading scorer with nine.  

 Three days later, the War-
riors had an opportunity 
to bounce back when they 
played host to the West Car-
roll Thunder.  It was an op-
portunity the Warriors had to 
jump on as the Thunder came 
into the game with a zero in 
their win column at 0-17.  In 
what could possibly be con-
sidered a “trap game”, the 
Warriors did everything they 
could to make sure they came 
away with the victory in this 
one. 

 Michael Neff had a solid 
return alongside McNutt.  The 
Duo combined for 18 points 

in the opening quarter as 
McNutt led the way with ten.  
With Neff having eight first 
quarter points and Bohnsack 
adding four points of his own, 
the Warriors jumped out to an 
early advantage.  The Thun-
der managed just four points 
in the first quarter as Warren 
jumped out to a 27-4 lead. 

 The Warriors continued to 
pile it on in the second quar-
ter.  Bohnsack caught fire 
with a ten-point quarter of his 
own.  McNutt added another 
seven points as Warren com-
bined for 25 second quarter 
points.  After a big first half, 
the Warriors held a 52-8 lead 
at the halftime break. 

 With the game secure, the 
Warriors were able to coast 
to an easy victory in the sec-
ond half.  That did not mean 
that Warren would take their 
foot off the pedal, howev-
er.  McNutt had another big 
quarter in the third when he 
dropped another 12 points.  
Neff added another eight 
points of his own as the War-
riors posted 24 points in the 
third.  Warren held a massive 
76-18 lead after three quar-
ters. 

 The fourth quarter was 
mostly a formality as War-
ren held an insurmountable 
lead.  They posted another ten 
points in the final quarter, but 
they did not matter much as 
Warren went on to win by a 
score of 86-20. 

 McNutt led the Warriors 
in scoring with a season high 
34 points.  Neff was the next 
leading scorer with 20 points.  
Bohnsack was the third lead-
ing scorer with 18 points 
as the trio combined for 72 
points.  

 The 7-14 Warriors will 
play host to the Galena Pi-
rates Wednesday night, Feb. 
9.  
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EVANGELICAL FREE 
CHURCH OF LENA
720 N. Freedom Street

Lena, IL • 815-369-5591
Rev. Scott Wilson

Assoc. Pastor of Youth

Sunday Worship 
10:00 a.m.

ABF 8:45 a.m.
Awana

Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

Listen to pastor’s weekly sermon 
at www.lenafreechurch.org

409923

God Is Love
Schapville Zion 

Presbyterian Church

635  E. Schapville Road
Elizabeth, IL 61028

www.schapvillezion.org

Celebrate God’s Love at
10:00 a.m. worship

64751

635 E. Schapville Rd.
Elizabeth, IL 61028

www.schapvillezion.org
815-845-2272

395526

Loescher
H E AT I N G  A N D  A I R  C O N D I T I O N I N G

Residential & Commercial Services

24 HOUR SERVICE
855.499.HEAT  loescherhvac.com

411765 Martintown Community Church
W8996 Lena Street • Martintown, WI 53522

(1 mile north of Winslow, IL)
Pastor Kevin Cernek • 608-558-0974

Sunday Worship • 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Worship inside or watch from the parking lot 

on the jumbotron
Sunday School for all ages • 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Youth • 6 p.m.
Tuesday Bible Study • 10:30 a.m.

Thursday Prayer & Bible Study • 6 p.m.

412229412311

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

EXPECT MORE FROM YOUR BODY SHOP
aMore Experience aMore Service aMore Quality 

River Ridge boys top 
Stockton in overtime
By Trenten Scheidegger
SPORTS WRITER

 On Tuesday, Feb. 1, the 
River Ridge Wildcats boys 
basketball team played host 
to the Stockton Blackhawks 
in a conference matchup.  The 
Wildcats came into the game 
as underdogs as they carried 
a record of just 5-11.  At the 
time, the Blackhawks held a 
record of 10-8.  The Wildcats 
put their record aside, howev-
er, as they hoped to pull off 
the upset on their homecourt.  

 The Blackhawks held the 
early advantage when they 
jumped out to a 12-4 lead over 
the Wildcats.  River Ridge 
would respond with a strong 
second quarter, however.  The 
Wildcats outscored the Black-
hawks 14-9 to cut into the 
Stockton lead.  Still, Stockton 
held a 21-18 lead at the half-
time break. 

 Coming out of the break, 
things were pretty even.  The 
third quarter featured a back-
and-forth matchup that saw 
the Blackhawks extend their 
lead by one point after out-
scoring River Ridge 11-10.  
With a four-point deficit go-
ing into the final quarter, the 
Wildcats began to sense the 
possibility of an upset. 

 The Wildcats were led by a 
strong performance by a pair 
of seniors in Caden Albrecht 
and Breyton Fry.  They were 
supported by a solid outing 
from sophomore George Win-
ter.  It was this trio’s perfor-
mance that helped the Wild-
cats pull off the comeback in 
the fourth.  River Ridge man-
aged to outscore the Black-
hawks 11-7, tying the game 
and forcing an overtime peri-
od to decide the winner of this 
one. 

 With the momentum in 
their control, the Cats ran 
with it in the extra period.  Af-
ter outscoring the Blackhawks 
7-6 in overtime, the Cats did 
just enough to pull off the up-
set as underdogs.  Albrecht 
and Fry each led the team in 
scoring as they both finished 
with 12 points.  Winter fin-
ished the game with eight 
points, and Dylan Diehl was 
right behind him with seven 
points.  The win helped the 
Cats improve to 6-12 on the 
year.  They will be back on the 
floor on the night of Wednes-
day, Feb. 9, to face off with 
the Scales Mound Hornets.

Thirteen members of the 
River Ridge FFA Chapter 
competed in the Section One 
Poultry CDE held at River 
Ridge High School on Jan-
uary 31st.   Students at this 
CDE studied a wide range of 
information about the Poultry 
industry.  Although machines 
do most of the egg grading 
today in large facilities, stu-
dents learned how to look 
for defects and problems for 
both the interior and exterior 
egg quality.  In addition, they 
had to identify twenty dif-
ferent cuts of poultry, which 
included variety meats such 
as the heart and gizzard as 
well as judge classes of live 
birds to determine which hen 
was the best and worst egg 
producer.  Not only did they 
learn about egg quality, but 
they also prepared by learn-
ing how to grade a carcass, 
place a class of carcasses and 

look for defects in breaded 
products.  Finally, the com-
petitors took a written test 
to check their knowledge on 
the industry in general.  This 
Career Development Event 
covers a lot of areas and stu-
dents must be able to do well 
in all of the areas in order to 
place well.

The River Ridge FFA team 
took home top honors out of 
nine teams, with Stockton 
getting up for second over 
Forreston.  The River Ridge 
Chapter was proud to have 
four individuals place in the 
top ten, including the overall 
contest winner Avery Engle 
who is also currently serv-
ing as the Chapter Secretary.  
Greenhand Izzy Haring was 
second overall, Senior (and 
Chapter President) Ashley 
Carrol was sixth and Soph-
omore George Winter was 
eighth.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS Rock Valley Publishing

 (Above) Greenhand Katie Cobine judges live hens.

 (Below) Pictured here are members of the winning 
team (from left to right) Avery Engle, Izzy Haring, George 
Winter, Lucas Holland and Heaven Brotherton.

 (Left) Heaven Brotherton judges the exterior shell 
quality of the eggs. 

River Ridge FFA wins Section Poultry CDE
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 help wanted  transportation

To place an ad in our 
Business & Service

Section...
Call (815) 369-4112

FIND BARGAINS IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS

 real estate

To place an ad in our
Help Wanted

Section
Call (815) 369-4112

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

 for sale

 for rent
Business Office 

Rentals
WINNEBAGO PLAZA 1000 sq. 
ft. Office space, $750. per month. 
Call 815-335-2518

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Farm Machinery
INTERNATIONAL Model H trac-
tor, tires almost new, tin work 
good. $1,500. 815-291-2381

Call

815-369-4112
to place your classified ads

DEADLINE IS
4PM ON FRIDAY
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the Scoop Today
Serving the communities in Jo Daviess County Regional Ag Sales

Reps Wanted

20%-30% Commission
Rates on Sales

Submit your application
to sales@alpineag.xyz

410535

410539

240 W. Main St., Suite A, Lena, IL 61048
815-369-4225

www.radersinsurance.com 
www.westpointmutual.com

ROCKFORDMUTUAL
      I N S U R A N C E  C O M P A N Y
                                            Putting Lives Back Together

Since 1896

ROCKFORDMUTUAL
      I N S U R A N C E  C O M P A N Y
                                            Putting Lives Back Together

Since 1896

PMS Version

CMYK Version

 SM

 SM

May You Have A 
Healthy & Prosperous 

New Year
Nick, Annie & Kris

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

By Beth Hundsdorfer
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Local hospitals and health 
departments will get help 
from the Illinois Department 
of Public Health and the Illi-
nois Emergency Management 
Agency to meet the healthcare 
demand during a COVID-19 
surge, adding staffing to pro-
vide medical care and provide 

vaccines and testing.
The state will also help ramp 

up COVID-19 testing, now op-
erating six days a week to in-
crease availability. That started 
Monday.

“We are also increasing test-
ing and continuing to distribute 
monoclonal antibodies, anti-vi-
ral pills and any treatments or 
personal protective equipment 

communities need,” Gov. JB 
Pritzker said during a news 
conference. “I will continue to 
do everything possible to pro-
tect all the people of this state, 
whatever your vaccine status. 
But what kind of year 2022 
turns out to be depends on all 
of us doing what is best for all 
of us.”

 Pritzker was on a call with 

President Joe Biden and the 
National Governors Associa-
tion on Dec. 27 to discuss the 
response to the Omicron vari-
ant.

Illinois Department of Pub-
lic Health Director Dr. Ngozi 
Ezike confirmed that Illinois 
is seeing higher hospitalization 
rates. The state is now averag-
ing 500 hospital admissions a 

State to assist with mass vaccinations, testing 
operations, hospital staffing to battle COVID-19 surge

Illinois will send personnel and resources to county health departments
day due to COVID-19. While 
Illinois was still battling the 
Delta variant of COVID-19, 
the Omicron variant was intro-
duced a couple of weeks ago. 
The Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention said earlier 
last month that the Omicron 
variant is the dominant strain 
of COVID-19 in the U.S. with 
more than 73 percent of new 
cases attributable to the variant.

To protect from the 
COVID-19, harm reduction 
strategies will still need to be 
employed, Ezike said, like 
wearing masks, social distanc-
ing, hand-washing and staying 
away from large crowds.

“We have a vaccine that is 
highly effective at preventing 
severe illness and death,” Ezike 
said. “Currently, we are seeing 
a demand for booster doses, 
but it is critically important for 
those who have yet to receive 
even one dose of vaccine to get 

vaccinated.”
The vast majority of cases, 

hospitalizations and deaths are 
among the unvaccinated, Ezike 
said.

Those most at risk:
· Are more than 65 years old.
· Suffer from heart, liver or 

kidney disease.
· Are immunocompromised.
· Have diabetes.
Vaccine clinics will be held 

in Cook, DuPage, Lake, Will, 
Kane, St. Clair, McLean, San-
gamon, Peoria, Winnebago, 
Jackson and Adams counties. 
Anyone age 12 older can get 
a first or second dose at these 
locations.

Community-based testing 
sites will be open Monday 
through Saturday in Aurora, 
Arlington Heights, South Hol-
land, Fairview Heights, Peo-
ria, Bloomington, Champaign, 
Harwood Heights, Rockford 
and Waukegan.

Jo Daviess food pantry 
fundraiser a success

 Each year Shepherd of the 
Hills Lutheran Church holds 
a Steak Fry with all proceeds 
going to support the seven Jo 
Daviess County food pantries.  
The last two years, due to the 
Covid Pandemic, the church 
has hosted a virtual “Steak 
Fry” to continuing garnering 
support.  On Dec. 27, 2021, 

Larry Cording, Steak Fry 
Chairperson, and Pastor Jim 
Mehltretter met with county 
food pantry representatives.  
Thanks to the generosity of 
“Steak Fry” proceeds and 
congregational donations, 
checks totaling $2,800 were 
dispersed, with a $400 check 
going to each food pantry.
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24-HOUR SERVICE ON ALL BRANDS

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

www.superiorhvacservices.com

New installation • Remodeling
Routine maintenance • Repairs

409646

Shopper’s Guide
Serving the communities in Stephenson County

410588

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

ACCIDENTS HAPPEN!
Let us take the worry out of having your vehicle repaired.

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 After winning their first 
game of the season, the Le-
na-Winslow boys’ varsity 
basketball squad went on 
a five-game losing streak.  
After a tough loss to a Bel-
leville, Wisconsin team, 
the Panthers struggled to 
recover.  They went on to 
lose their next four, three 
of which were losses by ten 
points or less.  

 With a record of 2-6, the 
Panthers prepared to play in 

the Erie Tournament to end 
their 2021.  Le-Win got the 
tournament off to a good 
start with a 51-46 win over 
Orion.  It was a good confi-
dence boost for the Panthers, 
as they picked up their third 
win of the season with a 
tough opponent ahead. 

 Later that day, the Pan-
thers faced off with a Beech-
er squad in a game that 
would require overtime de-
cide.  Heading into the extra 
period tied 44-44, Beecher 
outscored the Panthers 7-6, 

handing the Panthers their 
seventh loss of the season.  
They would not let the over-
time loss deter them, howev-
er.  The Panthers managed to 
bounce back with back-to-
back wins in their next two 
games.  

 On Wednesday, Decem-
ber 29, the Panthers faced 
off with Mercer County in 
their third game of the tour-
nament.  The first quarter 
had plenty of scoring as both 
teams combined for twen-
ty-five points.  Le-Win held 

the advantage, however, go-
ing into the second quarter 
up 15-10. 

 Luke Benson caught fire 
in the second quarter.  The 
senior guard hit a trio of 
three-pointers and totaled 
thirteen points in the second 
quarter, helping to extend 
the Panthers’ lead.  In fact, 
Luke scored every single 
second quarter point for the 
Panthers, leading them to a 
28-22 lead heading into half-
time. 

 It was Brody Mahon who 
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Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

Panthers earn back to back wins
took over in the third quarter.  
Mahon posted twelve third 
quarter points, including a 
pair of his own three-point-
ers.  Luke added another 
five points of his own as the 
duo helped the Panthers take 
a 47-31 lead into the final 
quarter.  With a sixteen-point 
cushion, Le-Win managed to 
coast their way to a 56-37 
victory over Mercer County.  
Mahon led the team in scor-
ing with twenty-three points, 
while Luke was right be-
hind him with twenty of his 
own.  Both of them hit four 
three-pointers on the game 
as the Panthers hit on nine 
total threes in the game.  The 
offensive breakout was nice 
to see as Le-Win looks to 
climb back to five hundred 
on the season. 

 The next day, the Panthers 
were set to face off with a 
5-6 Stark County team.  At 
4-7 themselves, the Pan-
thers were slight underdogs.  
However, it appeared to be 
an even matchup from the 
start.  

 It was the three-point 
shot that sparked momentum 
for the Panthers in the first 
quarter.  Both Mahon and 
Ayden Packard hit a three as 
Le-Win looked to keep up 
with Stark Co.  The Panthers 
found themselves trailing 
12-10 at the end of the first. 

 Some good defense in the 
second quarter, to go along 
with six points from Luke, 
the Panthers managed to flip 
the cards before halftime 
as they led Stark Co. 23-18 
heading into the break. 

 Le-Win put on a dis-

play of chemistry in the 
third quarter.  As a team, 
they combined for fourteen 
points.  No individual scored 
more than four points in the 
quarter, however, as five 
Panthers helped contribute 
those fourteen points.  While 
holding Stark to just five 
points in the third, Le-Win 
managed to take another big 
37-23 lead into the fourth. 

 With the fourteen point 
advantage, the Panthers 
managed to coast their way 
to a 40-29 victory for their 
fifth win of the season.  De-
spite being just 1-5 at one 
point, the Panthers are now 
4-2 over their last six games.  
Lena-Winslow Head Coach, 
Kyle Benson, never gave up 
hope on his squad as he re-
mained focused on the task 
at hand.  Quite simply, Kyle 
credits the recent success to 
“just playing better.”  

 The Panthers have gone 
back to the basics and that 
has paid off for them.  Kyle 
explained, we are turning the 
ball over less, taking better 
shots, and playing sound de-
fense.”  While he is satisfied 
with their improvement in 
recent weeks, Kyle remains 
focused on improving each, 
and every, day.  “We still 
have some areas to shore 
up.”  Kyle said, adding “Our 
kids are trusting this process 
and we are hoping our best 
basketball is still ahead of 
us.”  

 The Panthers will be back 
in action on Saturday, Jan-
uary 8, when they travel to 
Orangeville for their first 
game of 2022.  
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ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing, your hometown 

newspapers serving the stateline has an opening 
for an experienced Media Sales Representative to 
call on current and new accounts in a protected 
sales territory. 

Growing area with many new businesses, this is 
a great opportunity for the right applicant.

We publish newspapers, shoppers and niche 
publications throughout the stateline. You have 
the opportunity to sell into all Rock Valley 
Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making your 
paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising

Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$

IF SO, WE WILL RUN YOUR AD IN THE
SCOOP TODAY AND SHOPPER’S GUIDE AT

No Charge!

Ads will not be accepted without the following information. Only one free ad per month.

YOUR NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you selling a single item for

LESS THAN $100?

$$$ $$$
Private Party Only

Just fill out the coupon below and drop off or mail to:
Rock Valley Publishing, FREE Ad,

240 W Main St Suite B, Lena IL 61048

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

38
81

58

Place your car, truck, motorcycle, 
boat or RV for one price and it 

runs for up to 16 weeks.
$1995

1st three lines 
Extra lines are $1.95 each

17 papers
Starts for 4 weeks and if not sold you call us 
and we will renew at no additional charge!

(Maximum run 16 weeks total)

PRIVATE PARTY ONLY.
Ad must be prepaid. Deadline Friday 4 p.m.

Call 815-369-4112
332805

Evening Custodian: 12 month position with benefits. 

Scales Mound CUSD #211 
Job Vacancy Position

• Able to lift 50 pounds

• Good at cleaning

Send letter of interest and credentials to: Superintendent Dr. 
Marybeth DeLaMar or Principal Dr. Matt Wiederholt, Scales Mound 
CUSD #211, 210 Main Street, Scales Mound, IL 61075.
Applications are accepted until the position is filled. 
Scales Mound CUSD #210 is a Equal Opportunity Employer.

• Good work record with dependable 
good references

• Able to get along with public and staff

41
20

32

Other Real Estate
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All 
real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it ille-
gal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex, dis-
ability, familiar/ status or national 
origin, or an intention to make 
any such preference,  limitation 
or discrimination. Familial status 
includes children under the age 
of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women 
and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This news-
paper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised in 
this newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. 
The toll-free tele phone number 
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

ATVs/Golf Carts
2014 POLARIS 570 Sportsman 
ATV w/new plow & battery. Less 
than 1500 miles. $5500 OBO. 
(262) 488-0862

Boats
1972 18’ STURY BOAT 1982 70 
HP Evinrude motor & a 2nd Evin-
rude 7.5 motor.  Garage kept. 
$5,000. 262-878-3463

Campers and RVs
2000 DAMON DAYBREAK 3270  
34’, 8.1V8, 1 lg. slide, hydraulic 
levelers, 2 AC, generator, 54k, 
awnings, runs great, ex. cond. 
$12k obo. 815-347-0496

Farm Machinery
LS UTILITY TRACTOR Cab, 
heat, wipers, stereo, quick tach 
bucket, 3 point, PTO. Best offer. 
(262) 989-4112

Sports/Classic 
Cars

1940 CHEVY RAT ROD Pick up.  
Rolling Chasis, good starter proj-
ect!  Clean Title!  Asking $1200.  
Call 608-214-0668.

AVENGER  FORD GT40 Mid 
eng., Buick turbo v-6, 4 sp., tube 
frame w/roll bar, silver, w/chin 
spoiler. Wt. 2,140lbs. 847-838-
1916.

MANTA MIRAGE, STREET CAN 
AM  RACE CAR Mid. eng. Chev 
V8,4  spd. tube frame w/roll bar, 
custom wheels, chrome yellow, 
show winner, wt. 1,900lbs., fast. 
847-838-1916

Help Wanted
 Full or Part Time Drivers with 
Class A CDL for Hopper Bottom 
work. Kempel Brothers 815-275-
3571
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Service Corner
The Scoop Today & Shopper’s GuidePlace Your Service Ad

Call Cyndee for details at 
(815) 369-4112 or (815) 947-3353

Minimum of 4 weeks • Additional Sizes Available

10240 N. Old Mill Rd.
McConnell, IL 61050

815-541-3348
heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

411902

2022 Models are starting to arrive!
Get a jump start on spring.

Hurry in 
for best 

selection 
on 

remaining 
snow 

blowers!

Werhane Total Truck Repair
Straight Trucks - Semis - Dump

Trucks - Farm Type Vehicles
including Farm Tractors

FAIR • FAST • FRIENDLY
• Clutches • Brakes • Welding (Steel & Aluminum) • Electrical 

• Lube & Oil Change • Suspension • King Pins • Transmission & Drive Line 
• Differentials • Tune Ups • Over Hauls • Minor Body Work 

• Tractor-Trailer Wash • Air Conditioning

KEEP US IN MIND FOR ALL YOUR REPAIR NEEDS
Ask for Brian 

Call Now!
815-369-4574

Werhane Enterprises
509 E. Main St. • Lena • 815-369-4574                 2022-2-23-2022-8

411761

411758

• Instruments • Amps • Accessories
 • Lessons • Recording Studio

7 Years in Business

1329 E. SOUTH ST. • FREEPORT, IL
815-233-0118

MUSIC STORE, LLC

FULL
SERVICE
MUSIC
STORE

385630

240 W. Main St., Suite C • Lena, IL
Call for a quote • 815-369-4747

PRICE • COVERAGE • SERVICE

Gretchen
Rackow

Joe
Werhane

• Auto • Motorcycle • Boat • 

• Snowmobile • RV •

• Home • Renters • 

• Condo • Rented Dwelling •  

• Mobile Home •

• Business • Farm • Life • 

www.bussianinsurance.com

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

PEARL CITY SEAMLESS 
GUTTERS INC.

Josh Endress • 815-238-2655
Noah Smielewski • 815-307-2392

5” & 6” Seamless 
Gutters & Gutter Guards Available. 

Multi-color, Color Match.

Owner Operated

365500

Service Corner

412338

1.6 oz. pkg. strawberry 
Jell-O

1½ C. plain yogurt, room 
temperature

4 C. boiling water
Fresh strawberries, cut into 

slices
 Combine the raspberry 

Jell-O with 2 C. boiling water 
in a large bowl and stir until 
dissolved.  Remove 1 C. of the 
mixture and set aside in a sep-
arate bowl.  Combine remain-
ing mixture with 2/3 C. room 
temperature yogurt and whisk 
until smooth.  Pour into a 9 x 
13 pan and place in fridge to 
chill until set, about 30 min-
utes.  Take reserved raspberry 
gelatin and warm slightly if it 
has become thick.  Stir in 2/3 
C. water and pour over first 
layer.  Place in fridge to chill 
until set, about 30 minutes

Repeat the process in a 
clean bowl for the remain-
ing box of Jell-O:  Combine 
the strawberry Jell-O with 
2 C. boiling water in a large 
bowl and stir until dissolved.  
Remove 1 C. of mixture and 
set aside in a separate bowl.  
Combine remaining mixture 
with 2/3 C. room tempera-
ture yogurt and whisk until 
smooth.  Pour over raspber-
ry layer.  Brush strawberries 

with set aside gelatin and 
place slices on the 3rd layer.  
Stir in 2/3 C. water and pour 
final layer of gelatin and place 
in fridge to chill a final time, a 
least 3 hours.

Make Ahead 
Cabbage Rolls

 If you are looking for 
something different for a 
special dinner, and you don’t 
want the usual pasta, steak, or 
seafood, this is an economical 
and a rather elegant meal for 
that special dinner.  Even peo-
ple who don’t like cabbage 
like this dish because of all 
the great flavors.  It is also a 
great dish to make ahead; just 
pop it into the oven when you 
need it.

12 cabbage leaves
2 lbs. ground beef
¾ t. salt
¼ t. pepper
2 C. cooked long grain rice
2 eggs, lightly beaten

Sauce:
¼ C. butter, cubed
1 large onion, halved and 

thinly sliced
2 celery ribs, chopped
2½ C. water
1 can (15 oz.) tomato sauce
1 can (8 oz.) tomato sauce

• Kitchen   (Continued from page 3)

“Believers Basic” Bible Study
 This Bible study offering will be held on Feb. 13 at 5 p.m. at the Lena Community Center, 

LL at 497 Lions Dr.  The study will include looking at scripture, verses from Isaiah 48, Exodus 
3, and John 4.  Call Pastor Cliff 716-229-9281 for information.

Carrol Country Thrift Shop
 The Carroll County Thrift Shop is offering a Valentine’s Sale on Feb. 11 and 12.  Anything 

marked in red will be half price.  Regular Friday hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and   Saturday hours 
are 10 a. m. to 2 p.m.  The shop is located at 126 South 4th St. Savanna.

News briefs

2 T. lemon juice
2 t. sugar
2 t. dried parsley flakes
1 t. salt
¼ t. pepper
In batches, cook cabbage 

leaves in boiling water un-
til crisp-tender, 3-5 minutes.  
Drain; cool slightly.  Trim the 
thick vein from the bottom of 
each cabbage leaf, making a 
V-shaped cut.  

 In a large skillet, cook beef, 
salt and pepper over medium 
heat until no longer pink, 
breaking into crumbles, 8 to 
10 minutes; drain.  Stir in rice 
and eggs.  In another skillet, 
over medium-high heat, add 
onion and celery; cook and stir 
until tender, 6 to 8 minutes.  
Stir in water, tomato sauce, 
lemon juice, sugar, parsley, 
salt, and pepper.  Bring to a 
boil.  Reduce heat; simmer, 
uncovered until thickened, 15 
to 20 minutes.  Spoon about ½ 
meat mixture onto each cab-
bage leaf.  Pull together cut 
edges of leaf to overlap, fold 
over filling.  Fold in sides and 
roll up.  Transfer to a greased 
9 x 13 baking dish.  Pour 
sauce over rolls.  Refrigerate, 
covered, overnight.  Remove 
from refrigerator 30 minutes 
before baking.  Preheat oven 
to 350.  Bake, covered until 
heated through, 50 to 60 min-

utes.

Almond Cherry 
Cobbler

 If you are looking for a 
special Valentine’s dessert, 
this cobbler is easy and deli-
cious.  You can get the dark 
sweet cherries at A.J.’s Lena 
Maid Meats in the frozen fruit 
and vegetable section.  I of-
ten add a handful of these to 
my regular cherry pie.  I have 
an apple cobbler recipe that 
pours the hot water over the 
fruit, and it is delicious.

3½ C. fresh dark sweet 
cherries, pitted

1 C. flour
¼ C. plus ½ C. sugar, di-

vided
1 t. baking powder
¼ t. salt
½ C. milk
3 T. butter, melted
1 T. cornstarch
¼ t. cinnamon

¾ C. boiling water
1 t. almond extract
 Preheat oven to 350.  Place 

cherries in an 8-inch square 
baking dish coated with cook-
ing spray.  In a small bowl, 
mix flour, ¼ C. sugar, bak-
ing powder and salt.  Add 
milk and melted butter; stir 
in butter just until moistened.  
Spread over cherries.

 In another bowl, mix corn-
starch, cinnamon and remain-
ing sugar; sprinkle over batter.  
Mix boiling water and almond 
extract; pour slowly over top.  
Bake, uncovered, 45-50 min-
utes or until top is golden 
brown and filling is bubbly.  
Serve warm with vanilla ice 
cream.

Final Thoughts
 I can’t believe that January 

is behind us and we are coming 
up on the middle of February.  
We are supposed to be in for 
some decent weather this next 

week.  Many people are look-
ing forward to the Olympics 
starting.  There will be plenty 
of coverage and excitement, I 
am sure.  I have two closets left 
to clean, and then it is time to 
tackle the kitchen cupboards.  
Sometimes I have found some 
interesting things that I haven’t 
seen for a lot of years.  When 
you have been in your home 
for twenty years, there is a lot 
to go through and get rid of.  
During these cold days it is 
easy to go through boxes and 
remember things.  I hope that 
you all have a great heart day 
and make something special.  
Stay safe and healthy.  We con-
tinue to look for some heartier 
cooking recipes, so if you have 
a good soup, bread, or pie rec-
ipe, send it our way.  Contact 
us in person, by mail at From 
Lena’s Kitchens, Shopper’s 
Guide at 240 W. Main St. or 
email us at scoopshopper@rv-
publishing.com.
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Dr. Stephen Petras 
Dr. Caitlin Pullara 

Stockton Dental Center 
120 West Front Avenue 

Stockton, IL 61085 
www.stocktondental.com 

A licensed Illinois General Dentist 
410697

393323

www.edwardjones.com

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor

640 W. South St, #4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955
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Member SIPC

HILLSIDE APARTMENTS

PLEASE CALL 815-339-2140
for an application or information.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

ELIZABETH, ILLINOIS
• Housing available to individuals or families of very low to moderate income
• Accepting applications for Multi Family, Section 8 Accepted
• 1, 2, & 3 Bedroom Units            • Water, Garbage and Heat included
• Laundry Facilities, Appliances Furnished

41
23
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VILLAGE OF LENA
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

HEARING
214 S. Schuyler St.

CONDITIONAL USE 
PERMIT

The Zoning Board of 
Appeals will hold a public 
hearing on Monday, Febru-
ary 28th at 5:30pm at the 
Village Hall, 122 E. Main 
St., Lena, IL 61048.

The public hearing shall 
be for the purpose to con-
sider granting a condition-
al use permit to Shayne 
and Melissa Campbell. 
This permit will be used to 
sell crafts and gifts at the 
property located at 214 S. 
Schuyler Street in Lena, 
IL.

Interested persons may 
appear and be heard re-
garding the proposed per-
mit at this meeting. The 
Village Board may subse-
quently consider the mer-
its granting the permit at 
its March 14, 2022 Village 
Board Meeting.

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

Feb. 9, 2022)
412080

Village of Lena
Notice of Public Hearing
Definition of Downtown 

District
A Public Hearing will be 

held by the Village Board 
of Trustees of Lena, IL 
on Monday, February 28, 
2022, at 5:45 p.m. at the 
Village Hall, 122 E. Main 
St., Lena, IL.

The Public Hearing shall 
be for the purpose of defin-
ing the Downtown District 
within the Village of Lena. 
Anyone wishing to appear 
and be heard on the issue 
should appear at that time. 
You are also invited to send 
letters on this issue to the 
Village Hall, 122 E. Main 
St., P.O. Box 607, Lena, IL 
61048.

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

Feb. 9, 16 & 23, 2022)
411192

LEGAL NOTICES
SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Stockton FFA knows 
their poultry
 On Jan. 31, the Stockton FFA chapter had 28 members 
participate in the Section One FFA Poultry CDE. The high 
school team placed 2nd overall. Individually, Joseph Brudi 
placed 3rd and Emma Demeter placed 4th. Pictured here 
are high school team members (left to right; standing) 
Ethan Steien, David Lancaster, Kyle Haas, Emma Demeter, 
Kendra Robledo, Joseph Brudi, and Logan Breed; (kneel-
ing) Masyn Cahill, Marley Morgan, and Amber Haas.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Poultry Judging 
 Pictured are Stockton FFA Junior High members who 
placed in the top five (left to right) Emma Haas, Lexi 
Gaylord, Alice McGovern, and Deryn Broshous. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Stockton FFA attends Ground Zero 
Conference
 Six of the freshman members had the opportunity to attend the Ground Zero 
Conference hosted by Illinois FFA at Western Illinois University. This was a two-day 
conference where members learned about leadership, setting goals, and teamwork. 
Pictured are attendees (left 
to right) Ava Hess, Amber 
Haas, Marley Morgan, An-
nastyn Larson, Kendra Ro-
bledo, and Masyn Cahill. 

SUBMITTED PHOTOS Rock Valley Publishing

Go Blackhawks
 Pictured are the Stockton Elementary and Mid-
dle School Little Blackhawks for the week.  They 
have demonstrated the Blackhawk way by being 
responsible, respectful, and safe. Way to go.
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