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By Trenten Scheidegger
REPORTER

 The Lena-Winslow Pan-
thers and Head Coach, Nick 
Werhane, had their 2022 
baseball season opener on 
Tuesday, March 15.  Although 

the opening day did not go 
their way, it was exciting for 
the Panthers to get back on the 
diamond.  

 Coming off an 8-10 season 
in 2021, Le-Win returns an 
experienced team with sev-

en letter winners returning 
from last year’s roster.  Four 
of those returning players are 
seniors as Ethan Fye, Luke 
Benson, Brody Mahon, and 
Maddex Sargent look to close 
out their Le-Win High School 

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Master of the Lodge
 Lena Masonic Lodge #174 held their Past Masters Night on Wednesday, March 
16.  This event included a meal of oyster stew, chili and sandwiches before the 
meeting that honored Masons that have served as Master of the Lodge. Dwayne 

Robieson, with 64 years, was the longest active Mason and Jacob Snook was the 
youngest active Mason with 2 months. It was an excellent evening of fun fellow-
ship and memories.

Lena-Winslow baseball preview
sports careers.  Three juniors 
are back in Drew Streckwald, 
Jake Zeal, and Ayden Pack-
ard.  

 Ahead of the season opener 
Werhane shared his thoughts 
on the current state of the 
team.  Werhane explained the 
team’s returning experience is 
one of their strong suits, say-
ing “We have a lot of players 
returning with varsity experi-
ence from last year.  We also 
have solid pitching depth, and 
four returning players with 
All-Conference Honors from 
last year.”  

 With such an experienced 
roster Werhane is able to fo-
cus on the little things to fine 
tune their game.  Werhane 
wants the team to get back to 
the basics as he said, “Field-
ing needs to be better, and we 
need to strikeout less!”  Easier 
said than done, but Werhane 
explained the importance of 
the fundamentals, saying “If 
we want to compete, we have 

to make better contact and 
put more pressure on the de-
fense.”  

 The Panthers are expected 
to be one of the top teams in 
the Northwest Upstate Illini 
East Conference, and the Pan-
thers are hoping to live up to 
the hype.  Werhane empha-
sized that saying, “Our goal 
as a team is to win the confer-
ence.  If we can do that, we 
can put ourselves in a good 
position for the postseason.”  
In order to do that, the Pan-
thers will have to find a way 
to come out on top against 
tougher teams.  Last season, 
Le-Win was just 1-9 against 
teams with a winning record, 
yet they were 7-1 against 
teams with a losing record.  
Werhane will have to find a 
way to improve the Panthers’ 
record against losing teams if 
they want to win the confer-
ence. 

 Winning the NUIC-East is 
no easy task.  Werhane knows 

that, as he shared his thoughts 
on some of the tough compe-
tition the conference has to 
offer.  “You have to figure that 
Dakota and Aquin will be at 
the top of the standings of our 
conference as they are always 
right there.  We are going to 
have to beat them to have a 
chance at a conference cham-
pionship.  Pearl City, proba-
bly, has the best pitcher in the 
conference in Nathan Brink-
meier.  If he’s pitching, they 
can beat anybody.  As for the 
other divisions of the confer-
ence, Warren-Stockton looks 
tough again this year.  Also, 
East Dubuque and Forreston 
will be tough to handle.”  The 
Panthers dropped their season 
opener 6-1 to Forreston, prov-
ing Werhane’s thoughts to be 
true.  

 On Thursday, March 17, 
the Panthers dropped another 
tough game to the Stillman 

See BASEBALL, Page 8
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Augie 
Jacobs 

is celebrating
his 90th birthday 

on March 27.

Send a card to 
celebrate with him!

11399 W. 
Goldmine Rd.

Pearl City, IL 61062

414552

A special 
“Thank You”to 
Sheila Bawden 

and Tom Schick 
for the lovely 

plaques in 
memory of Tom 
Furray and for 
all your help.

Love ya!
Aunt Sharon

414575

We wish to thank everyone 
for their cards, flowers and 
money for Tom’s memorial.

We especially wish to thank Leamon’s 
Ambulance and all first responders 
for all their help when Tom was ill 

and taking him to the hospital.

God bless you all!

The family of Tom Furray
414576

414684
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We’re more than just a great rate.

Minimum deposit  $1,000

5-year   APY*

Bank-issued, FDIC-insured 2.25%
* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 03/16/22. CDs offered by Edward Jones are 
bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet 
paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. 
Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject 
to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when 
interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the 
investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early 
withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require 
the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through 
Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are 
registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).
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We 
would like to Thank everyone 

for all the cards and congratulations 
for our 50th wedding anniversary. We truly 

enjoyed all the kind notes written including those 
from Facebook. Thank you for the gift cards, money 
and keepsakes we received. We were so surprised to 
receive a beautiful anniversary cake and card from 
Oliver Hager who made our wedding cake for our 
reception. Thank you so much to our children and 
grands in planning the card shower, a delicious 

dinner and dessert and the keepsakes. 
Yogi & Irene Logemann

414719

Obituaries
MARK L. FREY

 Mark L. Frey, 63, of Pearl 
City, IL passed away at 
Swedish American Hospital 
in Rockford, IL on Wednes-
day, Feb. 9, 2022, with his 
family by his side.  Mark was 
born on March 23, 1958, to 
Warren and Marlene (Busk-
er) Frey in Freeport, IL.  He 
graduated from Pearl City 
High School in 1976.  Mark 
married Ann Tillis in Free-
port, IL on Jun. 14, 1980. 

 He worked most of his life 
in construction and worked 
in Chicago for five years be-
fore coming back to the Pearl 
City area where he worked 
alongside his father for Frey 
Construction. Prior to retire-
ment he worked for Quinn 
Construction.  

 Mark was an outdoorsman. 
He loved going to Northern 
Wisconsin to fish, he was an 
avid hunter and spent weeks 
preparing for deer hunt-
ing season.  He loved doing 

home projects for his friends 
and family.

 Mark is survived by his 
wife of 41 years, Ann, his 
daughter Daphne (Bob Sor-
gi) Frey, sister Micki (Bill) 
Becker, his mother-in-law 
LaVonne Tillis, his stepmoth-
er Lee Frey, Aunt Debi Kem-
pel, many brothers and sis-
ters-in-law, nieces, nephews, 
cousins.  He is preceded in 
death by his parents, father-
in-law, John Tillis, his grand-
parents John and Francis 
Frey and Claus and Margaret 
Busker, and his Aunt Janet 
Saladino.

 A memorial service will be 
held on Saturday, March 26, 
at the Leamon Funeral Home 
in Lena, IL at 1 p.m. With a 
visitation from 10 a.m. until 
time of service. Pastor Mi-
chelle Knight will be offici-
ating.  Cremation rites have 
been accorded. A memorial 
has been established in his 
memory. 

NANCY L. CREGER
 Nancy L. Creger, 88, of 

Lena, Illinois went to be with 
Jesus, her Lord and Savior 
on Thursday, March 10, sur-
rounded by the love of her 
family. Nancy was born Mar. 
2, 1934, to Harry and Lillian 
(Yarnell) Staller in Pottsville, 
PA where she was named af-
ter the nurse who helped de-
liver her at the hospital. She 
married Garnett “Gary” Cre-
ger on Oct. 13, 1954 when 
she left home for the first time 
to live in Baltimore, MD.

 Nancy loved being a Navy 
wife, and together they raised 
six children. Nancy stayed 
home with their children be-
cause she believed it was the 
most important job in the 
world. They moved to Chi-
cago, IL and then McHenry, 
IL because of her husband’s 
career in the city. One of her 
favorite jobs was working at 
Riverside Chocolate Factory. 
In 1991 they moved to Lena, 
Illinois where they owned 
and operated the local Malt 
Shoppe which she felt at heart 
was also her ministry. 

 Nancy was active and en-
joyed a wide range of hob-
bies. She was a collector of 
antique dolls and spent time 
making her own porcelain 
dolls. Nancy would enjoy 

her cross 
words, board 
games, Yaht-
zee, dice 
games, bin-
go, bowling, 
mini golf, 
s k e e - b a l l , 
p a i n t i n g , 
and garden-

ing. Every spring, she planted 
marigold and striped petunia 
flowers in memory of her 
mother. Nancy loved cooking 
for her family and was best 
known for her homemade 
mashed potatoes. Nancy al-
ways loved animals, claim-
ing this trait came from her 
grandmother. They rescued 
stray cats, taking many in as 
pets, and caring for outside 
strays as well. Christmas was 
her and her father’s favorite 
holiday and he gave her won-
derful gifts, often early. How-
ever, her husband joked that 
her favorite day was always 
payday.  

 While dealing with some 
health issues she found her 
talent for writing poetry and 
she expressed, “I love to 
write poetry about Jesus.” 
Nancy was an award-winning 
poet, and she was published 
by Highland Community 
College, National Library 
of Poetry, Shoppers Guide, 

and Alliance Bible Church. 
Birth Right published a poem 
of hers that was distributed 
around the world.  She was a 
passionate right to life advo-
cate and volunteer for Birth-
right/1st Way Life Center. 

 As a youth she became 
active in the Salvation Army 
where her love for the Lord 
grew, and she was proud of 
being asked to preach a ser-
mon. Nancy was a longtime 
member of the Alliance Bi-
ble Church where she would 
spread the word of the Lord 
through her poetry. She taught 
Sunday school and loved 
helping with VBS where she 
was “Everyone’s Grandma.” 
In her bible studies with her 
children, she wrote the song 
“The Garmet” and her family 
performed it in church. Then 
she wrote the song “Radiant 
Children” for a youth group 
ministry. She was a mem-
ber of the Evangelical Free 
Church in Lena, Illinois.

 Nancy is survived by her 
husband Garnett “Gary” of 
Lena, IL; six children- Bonnie 
Schipp, Douglas (Mary) Cre-
ger, Donna Mrowka, Rhonda 
(John) Evans, Karen Franklin, 
Christine (Kevin) MacDou-
gall; grandchildren- Shawn 
(Lisa) Schipp, Rachel (Nate) 
Rusticus, Joshua (Meghan) 

Schipp, Sarah Schipp, Katie 
Creger, Renee (Rick) Strauss, 
Wesley (Teagan) Mrowka, 
Chantelle Mrowka, Charissa 
Mrowka, Jeremy Evans, Ken-
neth Franklin, Amber Frank-
lin, Elijah (Olivia) Mac-
Dougall, Eiley MacDougall; 
great-grandchildren- Julia, 
Ella-Grace, Harper, Emma, 
Makennah, Cheyanne, Em-
mett, Owen, Khyden, Teyah, 
Tynsee, Kamron, Karina, 
Gavin, Juliette; sister- Judy 
(Jack) Lusk; sister-in-law- 
Shirley Knutson; and many 
nieces and nephews. 

 She is preceded in death by 
her parents; son-in-law- Paul 
Schipp, Frank Mrowka, Ken-
neth Franklin; grandchildren- 
Miranda and Lillian who died 
at birth, Justin Franklin; 1 
sister- Joan Carl; three broth-
ers- Kenneth, Harry “Red”, 
Charles Staller.

 Funeral services were held 
at 1 p.m. on Saturday, March 
19, at the Leamon Funeral 
Home in Lena, IL. A visita-
tion was from 11 a.m. until 
time of service.  Officiating 
was Rev. Rick Bader

Cremation rites to be 
accorded. In lieu of flowers a 
fund to help Garnett has been 
set up.  Condolences may be 
sent to the family at www.
leamonfh.com.

VERLIN D. 
RICHTEMYER

 Verlin D. Richtemy-
er, 93, of Lena, IL, passed 
away Mar. 13, 2022, at home. 
He was born Jan. 11, 1929, 
in Pearl City, IL, to Emmert 
and Ethel (Brady) Richte-
myer. He was a graduate of 
Pearl City High School. Ver-
lin farmed and was a rural 
mail carrier for more than 
20 years. He was also a US 
Army Veteran and a mem-
ber of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church in Pearl City.

 He is survived by numer-
ous cousins. He was preceded 
in death by his parents, sister 
Bernice, and special friend, 

G l a d y s 
Price.

A funer-
al service 
was held 
on Monday, 
March 21, at 
11 a.m. with 
v i s i t a t i o n 
from 9 a.m. 

until time of service at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church in 
Pearl City, IL. Pastor Shellie 
Knight will officiate. Inter-
ment at Lena Burial Park.  
A memorial has been estab-
lished for St. John’s Lutheran 
Church. Online condolenc-
es may be shared at www.
schwarzfh.com.

By Daniel Grant
FARMWEEK

Ukrainian farm-
er Kohctahtuh Xomehko 
showed the kind of determi-
nation and fortitude currently 
on display by his fellow coun-
trymen and women during an 

Ukraine farmer shows great resolve amid Russian invasion
online meeting with farmers 
in the Midwest.

Kohctahtuh (pronounced 
Konstantine) said his “heart 
is in great pain” but he’s 
extremely confident the 
Ukrainian army can defeat 
the invading Russians. He 
also showed the same re-
solve when asked if farmers 
in Ukraine will still be able 
to plant this year’s crops amid 
the war.

“I’m 100 percent sure we 
can win because it’s about 
people, not just weapons,” 
Xomehko said from his farm 
during a Zoom call hosted at 
the Macon County Farm Bu-
reau in Decatur attended by 
several board members and 
media.

“We’re together working—
all the people in Ukraine,” he 
said. “I understand our army 
is not that big, but we’re very 
motivated. There are people 
you know who are dying. 
We’ll never forgive the Rus-
sians.”

Ukraine farmers are help-
ing their army by providing 
and transporting diesel fuel 
and fabricating metal objects 
for the army to flatten tires on 
Russian vehicles.

Ukrainian farmers also 
plow a majority of their fields, 
which has made it difficult for 
some Russian tanks to cross 
without getting stuck.

When asked how other 
nations, including the U.S., 
can help resolve the conflict, 

Xomehko called for air sup-
port.

“We need support to close 
the air. We don’t need sol-
diers,” he said.

But thus far the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization has 
rejected Ukraine’s demand to 
implement no-fly zones.

Meanwhile, reports sug-
gest roughly 3 million 
Ukrainian refugees had fled 
the country in recent weeks. 
But Ukrainian farmers remain 
determined to produce their 
crops this year.

“Yes. 100 percent we’ll be 
planting, spraying and fertil-
izing,” Xomehko said when 
asked about his spring plans 

See FARMER, Page 12
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MOWERY AUTO PARTS

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks

392194

Bring a SMILE to someone’s face.
Share with us a photo and details of 
your recent engagement, wedding or 

anniversary at no charge.
Stop in at the Shopper’s Guide/The Scoop Today newspaper 
office 240 W. Main St., Suite B, Lena with your info or email 

us at scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
404764
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Repair on all makes & models

Is service today soon enough?

SERVICE CALL

SPECIAL $39.95

Serving the area for over 30 years

$200 OFF
any water conditioner or iron filter!

EXPIRES 6/1/22. COUPON MUST BE USED AT TIME OF PURCHASE

815-544-0978
1-877-353-7638TOLL

FREE

414069

Lena Town
Garage Sales
May 6th & 7th
Mark Your Calendar!!!

Registration form in the paper through April 27
REGISTER EARLY!!!!

414224
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99

• Machinery Loans
• Livestock Loans
• Lines of Credit
• Farm Improvement Loans
• Real Estate Loans
• Financial Planning
• Leasing

Member FDIC

A Heritage of Serving
Local Agriculture

Since 1882
www.stillmanbank.com

Analysis: What to expect in the Madigan trial – whenever it begins
Former 
prosecutor 
shares thoughts 
on what’s ahead 
for former 
speaker
By Jerry Nowicki
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

It’s been two weeks since 
prosecutors indicted former 
Illinois House Speaker Mi-
chael Madigan and a little 
over one week since he and 
alleged co-conspirator Mi-
chael McClain each entered 
not guilty pleas on charges 
including racketeering and 
bribery.

While the 106-page, 
22-count indictment was the 
culmination of years of inves-
tigation into what prosecutors 
allege to be a near-decade-
long “criminal enterprise” 
overseen by the former speak-
er, it could be a while be-
fore we find out whether the 
charges stick.

“I cannot imagine seeing 
a plea deal in this case,” said 
Nancy DePodesta, a former 
federal prosecutor and current 
white-collar criminal defense 
lawyer at Saul Ewing Arn-
stein & Lehr. “I also think that 
you’re going to see a signif-
icant delay before this case 
goes to trial.”

DePodesta’s point of view 

is an interesting one. From 
2003 to 2015 she was a pros-
ecutor in the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office of the Northern District 
of Illinois – the same office 
that indicted Madigan and 
McClain.

She doesn’t have any in-
sider details, and she’s not in-
volved in the trial. But she did 
share her thoughts with me on 
what comes next, in a gener-
al sense, as someone whose 
been on both sides of similar 
legal fights. 

For starters, she said, we 
can expect to see pretrial mo-
tions aiming to suppress evi-
dence. Madigan’s team could 
try to toss recordings of Mc-
Clain’s phone calls with other 
individuals, she said.

McClain, a long-time 
Madigan confidante, was ini-
tially indicted in November 
2020 in connection with a 
years-long bribery scheme 
involving utility giant Com-
monwealth Edison, in which 
the company admitted to brib-
ing Madigan and others with 
no-work jobs in exchange for 
favorable legislation.

DePodesta said it appears 
the feds had a wiretap on Mc-
Clain’s calls, and his role in 
the case is an important one. 
If the jury believes he acted 
on behalf of the speaker, it 
will help the prosecution. But 
if they believe McClain was 
a rogue actor, they may be 
likelier to acquit the former 
speaker.

“The challenge for the gov-
ernment is really to tie former 
Speaker Madigan to what was 
occurring here,” DePodesta 
said.

The government is seek-
ing to prove several charges 
under the federal Racketeer 
Influenced and Corrupt Or-
ganizations Act, a 1970 law 
originally written to go after 
mafia types.

It’s the statute that DePo-
desta said was used when she 
was working on an investi-
gation and prosecution of the 
Latin Kings street gang in her 
time with the prosecutor’s of-
fice.

“After a seven-year in-
vestigation and multiple in-
dictments along the way, 
and wiretaps and, you know, 
cooperating witnesses and 
sources, we brought RICO 
charges against the leader-
ship of the Latin Kings street 
gang,” she said. 

“It’s obviously very differ-
ent substantively in terms of 
the acts that were committed 
and programs of the conspir-
acy. But there’s a lot of paral-
lels with the RICO,” DePosta 
added.

For the racketeering 
charges against Madigan to 
stick, she said, the prosecu-
tion will have to prove that the 
parties engaged in an agree-
ment – formal or informal – 
for an unlawful purpose.

“And then they have to 
establish that there were acts 

done in furtherance of that 
conspiracy. And here those 
acts would be the attempts 
to solicit bribes, perhaps the 
killing of legislation or pass-
ing legislation in exchange for 
jobs given to political allies,” 
she said.

The indictment alleges that 
Madigan used his political 
offices as speaker and com-
mitteeman for Chicago’s 13th 
Ward, as well as his control 
over the Illinois Democrat-
ic Party and the 13th Ward 
Democratic Organization, and 
his position at the Chicago 
law firm of Madigan & Get-
zendanner, to further the goals 
of what the feds have dubbed 
“The Madigan Enterprise.”

In defending himself, 
Madigan could argue, DePo-
desta said, that much of what 
the government describes as 
racketeering isn’t that far be-
yond the parameters of what 
would be expected from any-
one in a powerful office such 
as speaker of the House.

“So I think that if I’m the 
defense, I certainly want to 
try to minimize some of the 
statements, point to some of 
the things that perhaps the 
speaker did not say,” she said. 
“Certainly, explain what it 
means to be the speaker of the 
House, and what are some of 
the functions that are expect-
ed in in that capacity.”

It appears that Madigan’s 
lawyers, Sheldon Zenner and 
Gil Soffer, viewed that as a 

strong angle as well when 
they sent out a media state-
ment on the same day of the 
indictment.

“I was never involved in 
any criminal activity,” Madi-
gan said in a statement. “The 
government is attempting to 
criminalize a routine constitu-
ent service: job recommenda-
tions. That is not illegal, and 
these other charges are equal-
ly unfounded.”

As it stands, the 106-page 
indictment provides a road-
map for how the government 
will try the case, DePodesta 
said. But prosecutors may 
be wishing they had another 
source, such as a cooperating 
witness or other informant.

“The government’s case 
is made up of a lot of differ-
ent pieces that they will ulti-
mately tie together. It seems, 
however, that they don’t nec-
essarily have somebody to 
provide context for some of 
the recordings to really tell a 
story,” she said.

While the prosecution may 
have been hoping McClain’s 
inclusion in the indictment 
would lead him to “flip” on 
the speaker, his public state-
ments so far don’t indicate 
that such a scenario is likely, 
DePodesta said.

But that doesn’t mean there 
won’t be other witnesses tes-
tifying against the former 
speaker that haven’t been 
named in media reports or 
court documents thus far.

“The government is not 
limited to the evidence that 
it has on the date of indict-
ment,” she said. “In fact, it is 
very common for the govern-
ment’s case to improve and 
become an even stronger case, 
as they continue to investigate 
and prepare for trial.”

John Lausch Jr., the lead 
prosecutor in the case, made 
clear the investigation was 
ongoing in a news conference 
announcing the indictment, 
and he even called for others 
to come forward with more 
information.

The next status hearing in 
the case is scheduled for April 
1.

Jerry Nowicki is the bureau 
Chief of Capitol News Illinois, 
a nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state gov-
ernment that is distributed to 
more than 400 newspapers 
statewide. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert R. 
McCormick Foundation.

LOCAL NEWS ON-LINE
rvpnews.

com
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EVANGELICAL FREE 
CHURCH OF LENA
720 N. Freedom Street

Lena, IL • 815-369-5591
Rev. Scott Wilson

Assoc. Pastor of Youth

Sunday Worship 
10:00 a.m.

ABF 8:45 a.m.
Awana

Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

Listen to pastor’s weekly sermon 
at www.lenafreechurch.org

409923

Federal & State 
Tax Returns

Payroll 
Tax Returns

Rhonda 
McPeek

304 East North Avenue
(on Rte. 20 across from NAPA)  

Stockton
815-541-3969

392188

BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!
10% MORE for 

jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mint Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Coins 
Flatware • Diamonds • Sterling

40
36

86

M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Martintown Community Church
W8996 Lena Street • Martintown, WI 53522

(1 mile north of Winslow, IL)
Pastor Kevin Cernek • 608-558-0974

Sunday Worship • 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Worship inside or watch from the parking lot 

on the jumbotron
Sunday School for all ages • 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Youth • 6 p.m.
Tuesday Bible Study • 10:30 a.m.

Thursday Prayer & Bible Study • 6 p.m.

412229

409499
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STOCKTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
236 N. PEARL ST.

815-947-3321

PRESCHOOL SCREENING FOR
THE 2022-2023 SCHOOL YEAR
DATES: APRIL 11 & 12

• The Preschool Screening is for all students NOT currently enrolled
 in Early Learning Academy (formerly known as Family Ties) or
 Learning Ties programs.

• All children MUST be screened through Stockton School District
 to enroll in Stockton Preschool.

•  Screening is required for all children turning 3 on or before 9/1/22.
 The screening takes approximately 60 minutes and includes
 checks/discussion of progress in the areas of language, motor
 skills and general development.

• Please provide your child’s certified birth certificate from the
 courthouse, physical, and a copy of your child’s 
 immunizations record.

•  All preschool age children residing in the Stockton School District
 are eligible.

414300

Pearl City United Methodist Church presents

Friday evening a free will offering will be taken for 
the Voegeli Family, a mom of 5 battling cancer

411 S. Main St.
Pearl City, IL

“JESUS THE 
UNDEFEATED 

ONE”

Friday, April 8
at 7 p.m.

and
Sunday, April 10

at 8 a.m.

414683

 
 

PEARL CITY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  PRESENTS: 
 

“JESUS THE UNDEFEATED ONE” 
FRIDAY, APRIL 8th, 7:00 PM AND 

 SUNDAY, APRIL 10TH, 8:00 AM 

 

411 S. MAIN ST, PEARL CITY, IL  

 

FRIDAY EVENING A FREE WILL OFFERING WILL BE TAKEN FOR 
THE VOEGELI FAMILY – A MOM OF 5 BATTLING CANCER 

The Stockton High 
School Musical 
presents Footloose

 Footloose will be per-
formed on Friday, March 25 
and Saturday, March 26 at 7 
p.m. each night.  The Musical 
Footloose is about a town that 
does not allow dancing and 
the new kid in town, Ren Mc-
Cormack wants to change that 
law.  Fourteen seniors will be 
making their appearance in 
this performance, with leads 
Justin Eden, Maria Bender, 
Trace Williamson, and Mor-

gan McPeek at the head of the 
cast.  Tickets are available at 
the door.  Adult tickets are $7 
and tickets for students (9 and 
younger) are $3. 

Believers Basics Bible 
study

 The Believers Basics Bible 
study will meet March 20 at 5 
p.m. to discuss the responsi-
bility to defend the “hope that 
is in them” from 1 Pete 3:15. 
Please call Pastor Cliff at 718-
229-9281 for more informa-
tion. 

News briefs

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

 Several students from surrounding area schools attended and competed in the 
Illinois Professional Agriculture Students Conference.  Many were awarded for their 
excellent performances.  Justin Ebert, a Highland agriculture instructor, recognized 
their effort as he said, “I congratulate all the students that participated in the PAS 
activities throughout the year. The students have had to deal with several challenges 
over the past few semesters and I admire their persistence and willingness to partic-
ipate in this year’s conference.”

 Highland agriculture stu-
dents came away with numer-
ous awards at the Illinois Pro-
fessional Agriculture Students 
(PAS) Conference at Lincoln 
Land Community College in 
Springfield. The Highland stu-
dents are part of a national stu-
dent organization that provides 
opportunities for college agri-
culture students to experience 
individual growth, leadership, 
and career preparation through 
competition and cooperative 
activities.

 During the conferences, stu-
dents competed in individual 
and team contests highlighting 
a variety of agriculture career 
opportunities. The students 
also networked with industry 
professionals and other Illinois 
college students.

Below are the results from 
this year’s Illinois PAS Con-
ference for Fall and Spring Se-
mesters.

 
Fall Virtual Illinois PAS 
Conference results

 Jase Sheffey (Pearl City) – 
Participated in the Crop Pro-
duction Employment Interview.

Highland agriculture students compete at Illinois PAS Conference

Spring Illinois PAS 
Conference Results

 Lila Sloan (Davis) – First 
Place in Prepared Public Speak-
ing with a speech about stress 
and mental health awareness 
among agriculture producers.

 Anna Johnson was elected 
as 2nd Vice President for Il-

linois PAS to serve the 2022-
2023 school year.

 
The following 
members also 
participated in 
the conference

 Agriculture Quiz Bowl 
Team included Kayla Blum, 
Sarah Fitzgerald, Alex Leamon 
(Lena), Jase Sheffey, and Caleb 
Visel (Lena).

 Crop Specialist Team con-
sisted of Caleb Visel, Michelle 
Simler (Freeport), and Alex 
Leamon.

 Dairy Specialist Team 2 

included Alex Leamon, Sarah 
Fitzgerald, and Michelle Sim-
ler.

 Beef Specialist Team includ-
ed Megan Hagemann, Anna 
Johnson, and Alyssa Miller.

 Swine Specialist Team 
members were Lila Sloan, Ale-
ta Broge, and Jase Sheffey.

 Sheep Specialist Team 
participants were Caleb Vis-
el, Brooke Ewald, and Kayla 
Blum.

 Overall Livestock Specialist 
Team included Sarah Fitzger-
ald, Regan Scidmore, and Cal-
lie Yerk.

    your source for on-line news:

       RVPNEWS.COM
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Bauer & Fonseca, P.c.
Certified Public Accountants

Stockton Office:
115 W. Front Ave. • Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-4594
Email: bnfcpas@frontier.com

Tax Season Is Here!
David L. Bauer, CPA • Heather R. Fonseca, CPA
Call for an appointment today!

392186

Your “Main Street Chiropractors”
with over 40 years service to our community

• Palmer Graduates • Digital X-Ray
• BCBS Provider • Electronic Insurance Billing

Liles Chiropractic 
Clinic, Ltd.

Dr. Jared Liles  &  Dr. Jim Liles
238 W. Main St. • Lena

815-369-4974
M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Saturday by Appointment.

397192

Now proudly accepting United Healthcare
and Quartz insurance plans.

414223

The Shopper’s Guide
Will Be Featuring This Year’s 

Lena Town Garage Sales
To Be Held  Friday, May 6 &

Saturday, May 7
If you have any questions, 
Call Cyndee Stiefel 

Today at 815-369-4112
or email 

lenaads@rvpublishing.com

Name ___________________________________
Address _________________________________
 ________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________

Sign Up Now! Registration Form

IncludesMap & Advertising 
in  The Shopper’s Guide & The Scoop Today

Bring form to The Shopper’s Guide along 
with payment or mail to: 

The Shopper’s Guide,
240 W. Main St., Suite B, Lena, IL 61048

Deadline to sign up is 4 p.m. on Wednesday, April 27
Please Sign Up EARLY. Early Registration is Appreciated!!

Include address in boxes below

$13.00 

MUST BE PREPAID

Include address  and 

garage sale items in boxes 

below. 1 letter per box. 

Including spaces between 

words and punctuation.

OpiniOn

By
JILL
PERTLER
Columnist

Slices of life

The world 
of Wordle

 There’s a new game 
sweeping the Internet. 
It’s called Wordle and the 
premise is pretty simple. You 
get six chances to correctly 
guess, ascertain and or sleuth 
out a random, five-letter 
word. With each guess you 
are told which letters are in 
the word, which are not and 
which are in the right space 
within the word.

 If you correctly guess 
the word in four guesses 
or less you earn bragging 
rights on various social 
media platforms. Any game 
that sets up bragging rights 
on social media is destined 
for stardom. In that regard, 
Wordle is already a celebrity.

 There are a couple of 
magical things about Wordle. 
First, it spans generations. 
My son introduced me 
to the game; and I know 
friends who compete in 
family challenges with their 
90-something grandmothers 
as well as their 10-year-old 
fifth graders. There aren’t 
too many activities that can 
appeal to boomers, the X, Y 
and Zers and those who’ve 
lived through realities like the 
Great Depression and WWII. 
Wordle does just that.

 Second, you can only 
play one word each day. You 
can’t get consumed by it and 
spend hours on word after 

word after word. It’s a one 
and done. You do the Wordle 
and wait until tomorrow for a 
new word to become Wordle-
able. 

 Well, unless you are an 
addicted fanatic, and find the 
Wordle archive online. Then 
you’ll have access to all 200-
plus Wordle words. It could 
keep you busy for days—not 
that I’d know from personal 
experience.

 Wordle may be based on a 
simple premise, but the way 
one approaches the game 
varies from person to person. 
This reveals a good deal 
about us as individuals.

 There’s been much 
speculation about how to 
select the first word for your 
daily guess. There are two 
distinct groups of Wordlers 
in this regard. The first are 
the foot loose and fancy 
free. They choose a word 
based on a feeling or a sign 
or maybe a dream they had 
the night before. Every day 

See WORDLE, Page 7
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Stagecoach Trail Storage
We have reasonable rates on clean, secure units.

Gary & Aileen Schreiner
PHONE: 815-369-4794
12410 W. Galena Road
Stagecoach Trail, Lena, IL 61048

WE SUPPORT AG WEEK!

41
24

66214 S. Center St. • Lena • 815-369-2803
www.bussboyzcustoms.com

412490

We Support Ag Week!

412504

Aaron and Tom

Highway 20
Stockton, IL 61085

SALES & SERVICE, LLC
WURSTERS

815.947.3470

We Support our Local Farmers!

Leverton Sales 
EAST EDGE of McConnell

Hours: M-F 8-5; Sat 8-3 or by appt.
www.levertonsales.com

SPRING IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER!

815-868-2237

41
25

07

We Support Agriculture and our farmers!

We Support Ag Week!
Kempel Urish 

Construction, Inc.
Dan Kempel & Sons

815-443-2577 815-291-5988
412509

412511

B&B Hillside Repair
9807 E. Binkley Rd.

Stockton, IL
815-947-3297
We Support 
AG Week!

HARTZELL’S
7989 IL 78 N

WARREN, IL 61087

815-745-3311Bob and Matt
412513

412526

815-947-3361

We Support Agriculture 
and Our Local Dairy 

Producers

STOCKTON
AUTO SUPPLY

AG Week - Planting Seeds for Our Future

325 E. North Ave., Stockton, IL 61085
815-947-3216

We carry a full line of ag parts and products

Stop in at Stockton Auto Supply for Personalized Service

412556

Your local Toro Dealer & Master Service Center

10240 N. Old Mill Rd. • McConnell, IL 61050
815-541-3348 • heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

We Support Agriculture
and our Farmers!

412558

Protecting your future and 
insuring your success since 1879

815-443-2074 * Pearl City, IL 61062 * www.LoranMutual.com

lm
oran

utual
since 1879

412562

815-443-2074 * Pearl City, IL 61062 * www.LoranMutual.com

We appreciate our farmers!

For all the late nights and early
mornings, for all the blood,
sweat and tears you  put into

growing our nation’s food supply,
we say... THANK YOU!

Dr. Stephen Petras
Dr. Caitlin Pullara
Stockton Dental Center

120 West Front Avenue
Stockton, IL 61085 A Licensed Illinois General Dentist

Get the
beautiful
smile you’ve
always
wanted.

815-947-3700
412579

Brandon’s Hardware & Rental

145 W. Railroad St. • Lena
815-369-5542

Supporting 
agriculture & 
our farmers!

412835

4130480221-047

We support AG Week and our Farmers!
Steve 
Rothschadl
Lena, IL
815-369-4581

Saluting
Area

Farmers

3982 North 
Crossroads Road

Lena, IL
815-821-4032

www.brgrainhandlingllc.com

413120

The Scoop Today The Shopper’s Guide
National AG Week

412385
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The Proof Is
In The Growing

We’re saluting 
American farmers 
during National Agriculture Day. When 
you see what they do with a handful of 
seed, you can’t help but applaud.

The Scoop Today &
The Shopper’s Guide

412464

HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sat. 8:30 a.m. - noon

Devoefloral@yahoo.com

216 W. Main St. • Lena, IL
815-369-5549

41
24

68

We Support Our 
Families In 
Agriculture412471

TORKELSON CHEESE CO.
“Makers of World Champion
Muenster & Brick Cheese”

Hwy. 73 north
9453 Louisa Rd.
Lena, IL 61048

Plant: 815-369-4265
Office: 815-369-5547

Fax: 815-369-2302

Proud to support our local farmers!

We Support AG Week

Werhane Enterprises
Distributor of Dean Foods

Lena, IL
815-369-4574

412485

202 W. Main St.
Warren, IL

815-745-2148

204 Samuelson Dr.
Orangeville, IL
815-789-3366

41
24

88

412492

Pro Source
Electric and Automation Inc.

Industrial • Commercial • Farm

Lena • 815-369-4165

We Support
Agriculture

And
locAl

FArmerS

THE NATURAL RESOURCE
People • Products
Service • Solutions

LENA, IL
815-369-4529
800-782-5807

StephenSon Service 
company

We Support Agriculture

412516

The Scoop Today The Shopper’s Guide
National AG Week

4
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2
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• Wordle   (Continued from page 5)

it’s a different word, because 
playing any other way would 
be boring.

 Then there is the other 
group, to which I belong. 
I call us the rigid Wordlers 
because we have standard 
words to start our journey 
each day. Within my first 
two words, the goal is to 
use all five vowels along 
with a handful of the most 
popular consonants. Lately, 
my first word is “autos.” 
For the longest time, my 
second word was “brine,” 
but a couple of weeks ago 
I changed that to “diner” 
because I thought having 
the “er” at the end might be 
advantageous.

 Within a week of that 
change, the Wordle for the 
day was (wait for it…) brine. 
Exclamation point. So much 
for the “er” on the end being 
advantageous. Suffice to say 
I didn’t do any bragging on 
social media that day.

 Once I start a game, I 
finish it within minutes. One 
of my sons will take a guess 
or two and then ponder it 
for an hour or more while 
he goes about the rest of 
his day. There are as many 
techniques to Wordle as 
there are five-letter words in 
the English language – and 
that’s a lot.

 Some days, the word is 
tougher than others. This 
happens (in my opinion) 
when one letter is used 
twice in the same word. For 
instance you know there 
is an S or a V or an I in 
your word, but you might 
not consider two of each 
of those letters. Consider 
“vivid,” “eases” and 
“shush.”

 A year ago, Wordle wasn’t 
in my vocabulary, because 
it hadn’t been invented 
yet. Now, according to the 
New York Times, more 
than 300,000 people play it 

daily. I’m one of them. And 
other countries are jumping 
on the bandwagon. Canada 
has its own version called 
Canuckle.

 In times that can seem 
scary and bleak, Wordle is 
a vivid bright light. It eases 
us toward peace, and when 
we solve, we shush so we 
don’t spoil the quest for 
others. It can bring about 
a sense of pride and unity 
with other Wordlers. From 
my perspective, there’s only 
one thing that could make 
it more perfect: If Wordle 
itself was a five-letter word. 
But that would be asking a 
lot – or better put in Wordle 
terms – heaps, loads and 
scads.

 Jill Pertler is an award-
winning syndicated 
columnist, published 
playwright and author. She 
invites readers to follow 
the Slices of Life page on 
Facebook.

New Native American cultural 
center to open in Freeport 

Many moons ago, the Illiniwek, the 
Fox, Sauk, and many other tribes called 
Illinois home. Now with no federally 
recognized tribes in the state, hanging 
onto Illinois Native culture is important. 

 Freeport will be joining other 
Native centers and museums in their 
quest to share the culture for all those 
interested. Quiet Souls, a Native 
American-inspired gift store, classroom, 
and presentation center, will be opening 
at the F.A. Read Center on March 31. 
They will be offering monthly Native craft 
classes on such things as dream catchers 
and talking feathers, and presentations on 
history, culture, music, food, and much 
more.  

 The owner, Kim Sigafus (McIver), has 
been a Native presenter for the Illinois 
Humanities Road Scholar Speaker Bureau 
for five years, and has been presenting 
since 2001. An Ojibwa woman whose 
family is from White Earth Reservation, 
Kim has nationally presented programs 

in her Native regalia, and is an award-
winning published author and speaker. 

 “I love sharing my culture with 
people,” she says. “It’s so important with 
everything going on in the world, that the 
Native culture doesn’t get forgotten. It is 
my hope that the store can help struggling 
Native artists get some recognition for 
their work, and that I can bring the Native 
culture to others through presentations.” 

 The store is honored to have White 
Earth Reservation Ojibwa elder, Pat 
McClellan in attendance at the ribbon 
cutting on March 31 at 1 p.m. 

Quiet Souls is located at 18 West 
Stephenson Street, Suite 202 in Freeport. 
It will be open Monday through Friday 
from 10 a.m. - 7:30 p.m., and Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Their Facebook page 
will be updated regularly with classes 
and presentations.  For more information, 
please call the store at (815) 616-8934, or 
check out the Facebook page at Facebook.
com/freeportquietsouls.
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Pearl City’s Cheyenne Handsaker 
heads to Butler
 Cheyenne Handsaker, a student in Pearl City, signs her letter of intent.  She 
plans on playing softball for Butler Community College in El Dorado, Kansas 
next year.
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Dr. Stephen Petras
Dr. Caitlin Pullara

Stockton Dental Center
120 West Front Avenue

Stockton, IL 61085
815-947-3700
Licensed Illinois General Dentists

392197

 

 
 

½ off!! 
Call to schedule today!! 

 

 Custom trays 
 Whitening syringes 
 Free consultation 

 

Northwest IL Largest Furniture, Mattress & Appliance Dealer

20 E. Stephenson St., Downtown Freeport | 815-235-4911
Mon-Fri 9 am to 5 pm • Saturday 9 - 4 | ritewayfreeport.com Financing available 

with approved credit

SERVICE AFTER THE SALE!

See Our Great Selection of the Following:
Sleepers, Sectionals, Lift Chairs, Sofas, Recliners, Love Seats, Glider & 

Swivel Rockers, Futons & Occasional Chairs

Stop in to check out many 
other choices of fabrics from 

our US made brands

Furniture  
& Appliance

LOW PRICE GUARANTEE
DELIVERY

AVAILABLE

Buy Now and Pay with 
Your Tax Return!

Northwest IL Largest Furniture,

S
M
-S
T
19

66
95

7
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Pearl City boys drop season 
opener to Warren Stockton 

Valley Cardinals.  The Pan-
thers fell behind quickly as 
the Cards took a 2-0 lead in 
the bottom of the first.  Brody 
Mahon was on the mound for 
the Panthers, but he struggled 
to find the strike zone as he 
walked four in just two in-
nings.  Despite allowing just 
a pair of hits and getting two 
strikeouts, the walks got the 
best of Mahon as those hits 
allowed four runs to come in.  

 Having to play catch up 
for most of the game, Le-Win 
didn’t cut into the lead until 
the fifth inning when a two 
out single by Brady Eilders 
sparked some momentum.  

Shortly after, Eilders stole 
second base to get into scor-
ing position.  Packard then 
singled on a ground ball to the 
left side allowing Eilders to 
reach third base on the play.  
It was Eilder’s baserunning 
that scored the first run of 
the game for Le-Win as he 
reached home safe on a wild 
pitch.  On a 3-1 count, Streck-
wald hit another single to the 
left side to drive in Packard, 
bringing the Panthers within 
two, down 4-2. 

 Unfortunately for the Pan-
thers, Stillman Valley added 
an insurance run in the bottom 
halves of the fifth and sixth 

innings.  Thanks to those late 
runs, the Cards held a 6-2 lead 
with just one inning left to 
play. 

 Once again, the Panthers 
managed to spark some mo-
mentum, but it was too little, 
too late.  Zeal would pick up 
an RBI when he singled to 
right field to drive in Eilders.  
After a pitching change, 
Streckwald would score on a 
wild pitch to bring the Pan-
thers within two, down 6-4.  
That was where their luck 
ran out, however, as with two 
outs, a ground ball to short-
stop would end the game. 

 Streckwald finished the 
game going two for three with 
an RBI and a walk.  Eilders 
was two for three with two 
runs scored, and Mahon was 
two for four.  The Panthers 
left seven runners on base in 
the game. 

 Despite beginning the year 
0-2, there is still plenty of 
hope and excitement for this 
year’s Panthers squad.  They 
will be back on the diamond 
on Thursday, March 24, as 
they travel to face off with 
East Dubuque. 

• Baseball   (Continued from front page)

By Trenten Scheidegger
REPORTER

 The Pearl City Wolves’ 
baseball squad had a tough 
ask in their season opener as 
they were scheduled to face 
off with the Warren-Stockton 
Warhawks.  The Warhawks 
return off a 19-1 season so 
the Wolves, who went 8-8 
last season, found themselves 
facing some of the best com-
petition from day one.  

 The Warhawks had every-
thing working from the start 
as they scored runs in every 
single inning of the game.  
Their high-powered offense 
allowed the game to end after 
just five innings as the War-
hawks held a ten-run lead.   
The Wolves did their best to 
avoid the ten-run rule as they 
tallied their first three runs 
in the top of the fifth.  Miles 
Freedlund drove in their first 
run with a swinging bunt that 
drove in Nathan Brinkmeier 
to score.  The ensuing throw 
went astray, allowing Freed-
lund to reach second base.  
The next at bat, James Frey-
tag tripled to drive in Riley 
Schauer and Freedlund.  The 
three-run inning allowed the 
Wolves to come within nine, 
but one run in the bottom 
half allowed the Warhawks 
to end the game by way of 

the ten-run rule.  Freitag was 
a perfect three for three on 
the game with two RBI.  Un-
fortunately, that was most of 
their offense as Freedlund 
and Brinkmeier were the only 
other Wolves to tally hits. 

 Pearl City Head Coach, 
Ryne Plager, is excited for 
what the Wolves have to offer 
this season.  “Coming off a 
five hundred season last year 
in which we were picked to 
finish last, I have pretty high 
expectations for these guys.”  
Plager said ahead of the sea-
son opener.  Entering his 
third season as head coach, 
Plager hopes to see his team 
accomplish big things for the 
Pearl City program.  “These 
guys have got the taste of 
winning and I think they are 
eager to pick up where we left 
off.  We have a team goal of 
competing for a conference 
title and winning a Region-
al, which hasn’t happened at 
Pearl City in over 20 years.”  
Plager explained.  

 A big reason for Plager’s 
high expectations is the 
teams’ returning talent.  Na-
than Brinkmeier, a junior 
pitcher and shortstop, returns 
as a First Team All-Confer-
ence pitcher.  Riley Schauer, 
a center fielder, is back for his 
senior campaign after earning 

Second Team All-Conference 
Outfielder as a junior.  “We 
return the core of our team 
from last year, losing only 
two starters.  The majority 
of our guys have varsity ex-
perience which should help 
as the season gets started.”  
Plager said.  The Wolves’ 
head coach says their success 
will come down to the hurl-
ers this season.  “Our bats 
and defense should keep us 
in ballgames, but it will come 
down to our pitching on how 
successful we will be this 
season.”  Plager shared. 

 Plager understands the 
competition in the NUIC-
East, and expects plenty of 
tough opponents, this season.  
“I think Le-Win will be the 
favorite in the conference.  
They return their entire team 
and have always been a team 
that can swing the bat.  Aquin 
will also be tough, returning a 
bunch of guys that played in 
the Sectional, last year.  With 
Brinkmeier on the mound, 
we can play with anyone and 
it will come down to how 
well our other pitchers can 
throw and give us a chance to 
win.  

 Pearl City will face off 
with another tough opponent 
in the Forreston Cardinals at 
home, Thursday, March 24. 

your source for on-line news:
RVPNEWS.

COM
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Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE, rvpnews.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

392651

24-HOUR SERVICE ON ALL BRANDS

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

www.superiorhvacservices.com

New installation • Remodeling
Routine maintenance • Repairs

409647

NOW OPEN!!!
Petersen Law and QDROs LLC

Residential Real Estate Transactions 
• Basic Estate Planning 

• Uncontested Divorces • QDROs/QILDROs
126 S. Main Street • Stockton, IL

815-401-4700 • www.petersen.law
info@petersenlawandqdros.com 412967

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Pearl City Elementary student engineers
 Mrs. Brouhard’s fourth grade class has been working on S.T.E.M projects where 
they explore concepts of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math.  After studying 
the engineering design process, students put their knowledge to the test to construct 
a model survival hut for a man stranded on a deserted island.  Pictured here are Jax 
Howe, Carter McColley, and Deisy Silva in the design phase.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

 Jesse Marsh and Jared Dinderman display the model they designed and construct-
ed in class.  Their hut had to be at least five inches tall, be attached to a base no more 
than 36 square inches, have a working door, and survive a windstorm without falling 
apart. The constraints were that they could only use the materials provided and they 
only had 45 minutes.  Their hut survived the windstorm and passed the test!

Dr. Gordon Dammann to present ‘Civil War 
Medicine’ lecture at St. John’s Lutheran Church

 The Pearl City Historical 
Organization will be hosting 
Dr. Gordon Dammann with 
his presentation on “Civil 
War Medicine” on Tuesday, 
March 29, at 6:30 p.m. at 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
Fellowship Hall located at 
229 S. First St, Pearl City, 
Illinois.  Dr. Dammann’s pre-
sentation will cover the med-
ical practices of the 1860’s 
and innovations brought 
about because of the Civil 
War.  The program will be 
approximately 45 minutes 
with time for questions and 
answers.

 Dr. Gordon Dammann is 
a retired dentist from Lena, 
Illinois, founder of the Na-
tional Museum of Civil War 
Medicine in Frederick, Mary-
land, and a licensed guide at 
Antietam National Battle-
field. He has presented pro-
grams for Civil War Round 

Tables across the country, 
West Point Military Acade-
my, Smithsonian Institution, 
and has authored five books 
on Civil War medicine.

 This program is free with 
no pre-registration and open 
to all the public.  Join us for 
an informative presentation 

on Civil War medicine by one 
of Northwestern Illinois own 
residents, Dr. Gordon Dam-
mann.  For additional infor-
mation and questions, please 
contact the Pearl City Public 
Library by email, pearlcity-
publiclibrary@yahoo.com or 
phone, 815-443-2832.
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Davis Lumber Company
224 S. Railroad

Scales Mound, IL
815-845-2262

413118

T H E

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions... Meeting Local Needs
Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL • Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL

Hanover, IL • Hazel Green, WI
Galena, IL – First Community Bank 412521

The Shopper’s Guide
815-369-4112

The Scoop Today
815-947-3353

We support National Agriculture Week!

412387

412393

815-369-4225
www.radersinsurance.com

240 W. Main St., 
Suite A
Lena

STOCKTON 
TRAVEL CENTER

Open 24 hours
412841

815-369-4901
www.lenastatebank.com

412519

412395

511 W. Lena St.
Lena

815-369-4527

My Friend's Closet  Thrift Store

412582

Winter Plumbing, Inc.
Scales Mound
815-845-2212

Stagecoach Trail Storage 
Gary & Aileen Schreiner

Lena

We support AG Week and our Farmers!

815-369-4794
412389

412837

www.patbrownrealty.com
R E A L T Y

R E A L T Y

Lena 
815-369-5599

JO DAVIESS MUTUAL
INSURANCE CO.

Insuring Homes, Farms & Autos 
Since 1887!

815-777-2111
101 Exchange St. • Galena

412518

240 W. Main St., Suite C, Lena
815-369-4747
www.bussianinsurance.com

412523

412560

www.csbnow.com

Lena • Stockton • Freeport

MEMBER
FDIC

www.csbnow.com

Lena • Stockton • Freeport

MEMBER
FDIC

www.csbnow.com

Lena • Stockton • Freeport

MEMBER
FDIC

412397

Lena
815-369-4035

Offenheiser Schwarz
Funeral Home

815-443-2212
Pearl City

412391

412839

Saunders Oil Co., Inc.
Warren

815-745-2267

414160

March 
20 - 26
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Friday Fish Fry

Little
John’s Tap

147 South Main
Pearl City
815-443-2818

2 Piece Haddock Dinner $10
(hand battered or baked)

Served with fries, coleslaw 
and dinner roll

Fridays starting at 5 p.m.

414214

To Advertise
your 

Lenten Specials 
call

Cyndee Stiefel
815-369-4112 or
815-947-3353

272811

2051 Ayp Rd. • Freeport, IL 61032
815-233-0560

Corner of Bypass 20 & Highway 20 - At the Stoplight.

(Served all day on Fridays)
Fish Fry

11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

• Cod • Catfish
• Bluegill • Walleye

• Salmon
390306

Broiled or Fried Fish Atlantic Cod
Twice as good as anyone else!
Now enjoy the Coach’s Fish Fry

BOTH Friday & Saturday!
Lena, IL • 815-369-2222

390024

Friday Night All-you-can-eat Cod
and

Other seafood specials
available!!!

 3500 E. Center Rd., Stockton
815-858-3939

woodbinebend.com
414191

414307

Incidentally; Oral health care before, during, and after pregnancy
 Oral health care is a 

major component of overall 
health. Women who are 
pregnant or planning to be 
pregnant should be aware 
that pregnancy presents a 
unique set of challenges 
to maintaining oral health 
and that their oral health 
has a direct impact on their 
developing fetus. 

Rising hormone levels 
and physiological changes 
that occur during pregnancy 
can lead to dental problems 
such as gingivitis (swollen, 
red gums), tooth decay and 
periodontal disease (which 
is a proven link between 
premature birth and low 
birth weight). 

Pregnant women may 
also develop oral lesions, 
known as pregnancy tumors 
(these are not cancerous, 
may bleed, and are the 
result of increased hormone 
levels and inflammation) 
and loose teeth in the 
absence of oral disease 
(response to increased 
hormone levels that 
generally resolves after 

pregnancy). 
 Approximately two-

thirds of pregnant women 
experience morning 
sickness and/or acid reflux, 
which can lead to elevated 
levels of acid in the mouth. 
Pregnant women often 
develop food cravings, 
especially for foods with a 
high sugar content, which 
further increases acidity in 
the mouth. These acids can 
erode the protective enamel 
layer of the teeth and lead 
to cavities. Therefore, it 
is best for both you and 
your unborn child that 
you schedule a dental 
appointment before you 
become pregnant so that 
any oral problems can be 
diagnosed and treated, your 
teeth can be professionally 

cleaned, and your oral 
health routine can be 
evaluated and adjusted as 
needed. 

 Maintaining oral 
health throughout your 
pregnancy is necessary and 
dental checkups are safe. 
However, it is important to 
let your obstetrician know 
when you are scheduling a 
dental appointment. 

Each pregnancy is 
unique, and you may 
have additional medical 
conditions or past 
pregnancy complications 
that your obstetrician will 
want to communicate to 
your dentist. Make sure 
that your dentist knows that 
you are pregnant, provide a 
complete health history and 
a complete list of all over-
the-counter medications, 
vitamins, supplements, and 
prescription medications 
that you are currently 
taking. 

Routine and emergency 
dental care can be done 
at any point in your 
pregnancy, but no elective 

dental procedures should 
be scheduled until after 
your child is born. If 
you experience a dental 
emergency, a diagnostic 
x-ray will not harm your 
fetus and your dentist 
will utilize a protective 
apron and thyroid collar 
as well. Treatment for 
a dental infection must 
not be delayed. There are 
some antibiotics that are 
deemed safe for use during 
pregnancy and effective 
pain management will 
decrease stress for both 
mom and baby. Non-
emergency dental work is 
ideally performed during 
the second semester and 
should not be scheduled 
during the last six weeks of 
pregnancy.

 Pregnancy can add a 
whole new meaning to the 
word exhaustion. Do not 
allow this to interfere with 
your oral care routine. 
When you care for yourself, 
you are also caring for 
your unborn child. When 
you do not remove the 

bacteria in your mouth, it 
can enter the bloodstream 
and travel to the uterus. It 
is imperative that you floss 
and brush your teeth twice 
a day. If you have morning 
sickness, do not brush 
your teeth immediately 
after you vomit. Instead, 
rinse with fluoridated tap 
water. Using a small, soft 
toothbrush and brushing 
later in the morning, after 
the worse of the nausea has 
passed, often helps. Drink 
plenty of tap water, as its’ 
fluoride strengthens your 
teeth and provides defense 
against tooth decay. Rinse 
with tap water between 
meals, as frequent snacking 
also leads to the increased 
production of the bacteria, 
Streptococcus mutans, 
which produces more acid 
to weaken enamel. Your 
dentist may also prescribe a 
fluoride rinse. 

Your babies’ teeth are 
forming by the end of your 
first trimester, so make 
sure to eat a nutritious diet 
high in calcium, protein, 

and vitamins A, C, D & 
B12, and low in sugar, 
throughout your entire 
pregnancy. When taking 
vitamin supplements, such 
as folic acid, do not choose 
the chewy or gummy types 
that stick on your teeth. 

After delivery, if you 
have not experienced any 
dental complications, 
you can return to your 
regularly scheduled dental 
visits. However, if you 
have experienced dental 
complications, try to 
schedule an appointment 
a few weeks following 
delivery to resolve these. 
Maintaining optimal oral 
health throughout your 
lifetime is critical to both 
you and your child’s overall 
health. Moms with poor 
oral health can also pass 
damaging bacteria to their 
children through kissing, 
sharing eating utensils 
(such as testing the food to 
see if it is too warm) and 
(never do this) putting a 
pacifier in your mouth to 
“clean” it.

By
DR. STEPHEN 
PETRAS 
Illinois Licensed 
General Dentist
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LEGAL NOTICES
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

JO DAVIESS COUNTY - 
GALENA, ILLINOIS

Federal National Mortgage 
Association
    PLAINTIFF
  Vs.
Scott M. Perry a/k/a Scott 
Perry; Dupaco Community 
Credit Union; Unknown 
Owners and Nonrecord 
Claimants
    DEFENDANTS

2022FC1
NOTICE BY 

PUBLICATION
NOTICE IS GIVEN TO 
YOU:
Scott M. Perry a/k/a Scott 
Perry
Unknown Owners and 
Nonrecord Claimants

That this case has been 
commenced in this Court 
against you and other de-
fendants, praying for the 
foreclosure of a certain 
Mortgage conveying the 
premises described as fol-
lows, to-wit:

COMMONLY KNOWN 
AS:

190 Beecher Street
East Dubuque, IL 61025

and which said Mortgage 
was made by:

Scott M. Perry a/k/a Scott 
Perry
the Mortgagor(s), to Dupa-
co Community Credit 
Union, as Mortgagee, and 
recorded in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds of 
Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 
as Document No. 372556; 
and for other relief; that 
summons was duly issued 
out of said Court against 
you as provided by law and 

that the said suit is now 
pending.

NOW, THEREFORE, 
UNLESS YOU file your 
answer or otherwise file 
your appearance in this 
case in the Office of the 
Clerk of this Court,

Kathy Phillips
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Jo Daviess County Court-

house
330 N. Bench Street
Galena, IL 61036
on or before April 15, 

2022, A DEFAULT MAY 
BE ENTERED AGAINST 
YOU AT ANY TIME AF-
TER THAT DAY AND 
A JUDGMENT MAY 
BE ENTERED IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH THE 
PRAYER OF SAID COM-
PLAINT.
CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
15W030 North Frontage 
Road, Suite 100
Burr Ridge, IL 60527
(630) 794-5300
DuPage # 15170
Winnebago # 531
Our File No. 14-22-00001

NOTE: This law firm is a 
debt collector.
I3189695 

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

March 16, 23 & 30, 2022)
414276

ANNUAL TOWN 
MEETING

RUSH TOWNSHIP, 
JODAVIESS COUNTY
Notice is hereby given to 

the legal voters and resi-
dents of the Township of 
Rush in the County of Jo 
Daviess and the State of 
Illinois that the ANNU-
AL TOWN MEETING 
of said Township will take 
place on Tuesday, April 
12th, 2022, being the sec-
ond Tuesday of the month, 
at the hour of 7:30 pm., at 
the Rush Town Hall, 2999 
North Canyon Park Rd., 
Stockton IL., for the trans-
action of the miscellaneous 
business of said Township. 
After a moderator having 
been elected, will proceed 
to hear and consider reports 
of officers, and decide on 
such measures as may, in 
the pursuance of the law, 
come before the meeting, 
and especially to consider 
and decide the following:
Agenda

1. Elect a moderator
2. Set the moderator’s 

salary
3. Approve the minutes 

from the 2021 Annual 
Town Meeting

4. Report of Officers- Fi-
nancial reports & state-
ments

5. Authorize transfer of 
funds

6. Set time for the 2023 
Annual Town Meeting

7. Open forum 
8. Adjournment

Ben Wooden,
Rush Township Clerk

(Published in
The Scoop Today 
March 23, 2022)

414377

PUBLIC NOTICE
The regular monthly 

business meetings for the 
Township of Rush for the 
fiscal year 2022 – 2023 
will be held at 7:00pm at 
the Rush Town Hall, 2999 
North Canyon Park Rd., 
Stockton IL, on the follow-
ing dates:

April 12, 2022
May 10, 2022
June 14, 2022
July 12, 2022

August 9, 2022
September 13, 2022

October 11, 2022
November 8, 2022
December 13, 2022
January 10, 2023
February 14, 2023
March 14, 2023

Ben Wooden, 
Rush Township Clerk

(Published in
The Scoop Today 
March 23, 2022)

414375

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS

U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION,
    PLAINTIFF,
  VS.
JOHN LYDON, SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE 
OF WILLIAM G 
SLIGAR, DECEASED; 
ILLINOIS HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS; RONALD 
SLIGAR; JOSHUA 
SLIGAR; MARGARET 
KMETZ; UNKNOWN 
HEIRS AND LEGATEES 
OF WILLIAM SLIGAR,
    DEFENDANTS.

21 CH 10
37 NORTH BAILEY 
AVENUE
FREEPORT, IL 61032
JUDGE
PRESIDING JUDGE

NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN TO YOU,
Unknown Owners and 
Non-Record Claimants
Joshua Sligar
Unknown Heirs and 
Legatees of William Sligar
defendants, that this case 
has been commenced in 
this Court against you and 
other defendants, asking 
for the foreclosure of a cer-
tain Mortgage conveying 
the premises described as 
follows, to wit:

Lot 5 in Block 1 in Hea’s 
Subdivision of West Free-
port (now City) of Free-
port; situated in the City 
of Freeport, County of 
Stephenson and State of 
Illinois.

Commonly known as: 37 
North Bailey Avenue

Freeport, IL 61032
and which said Mortgage 

was made by,
William G Sligar
Mortgagor(s), to
Mortgage Electronic 

Registration Systems, Inc. 
as nominee for Platinum 
Home Mortgage Corpora-
tion

Mortgagee, and recorded 
in the Office of the Record-
er of Deeds of Stephenson 
County, Illinois, as Docu-
ment No. 201900167974; 
and for other relief.

UNLESS YOU file your 
answer or otherwise file 
your appearance in this 
case, on or before April 
22, 2022, A JUDGMENT 
OR DECREE BY DE-
FAULT MAY BE TAK-
EN AGAINST YOU FOR 
THE RELIEF ASKED IN 
THE COMPLAINT.

E-filing is now manda-
tory with limited exemp-
tions. To e-file, you must 
first create an account with 
an e-filing service provid-
er. Visit http://efile.illinois-
courts.gov/service-provid-
ers.htm to learn more and 
to select a service provider. 
If you need additional help 
or have trouble e-filing, 
visit http://www.illinois-
courts.gov/faq/gethelp.
asp or talk with your lo-
cal circuit clerk’s office. 
If you cannot e-file, you 
may be able to get an ex-
emption that allows you to 
file in-person or by mail. 
Ask your circuit clerk for 
more information or visit 
www.illinoislegalaid.org. 
If you are unable to pay 
your court fees, you can 
apply for a fee waiver. For 
information about defend-
ing yourself in a court case 
(including filing an appear-
ance or fee waiver), or to 
apply for free legal help, 

go to www.illinoislegalaid.
org. You can also ask your 
local circuit clerk’s office 
for a fee waiver applica-
tion.

PURSUANT TO THE 
FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT, 
THE PLAINTIFF’S AT-
TORNEY IS DEEMED 
TO BE A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT AND 
ANY INFORMATION 
WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.
McCalla Raymer Leibert 
Pierce, LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
1 N. Dearborn St. 
Suite 1200
Chicago, IL 60602
Ph. (312) 346-9088
File No. 
21-07267IL-675233
I3190420 

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

March 23, 30
& April 6, 2022)

414663

ANNUAL TOWN  
MEETING

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN

To the legal residents of 
the Town of West Point in 
the County of Stephenson 
and State of Illinois, that 
the ANNUAL MEET-
ING of said Town will 
take place on TUESDAY, 
APRIL 12, 2022 being the 
second Tuesday of said 
month. The Town Meet-
ing for the transaction of 
miscellaneous business of 
said Town will be held at 
the hour of 6 o’clock P.M. 
on said day at West Point 
Township Building, 6890 
N. Five Corners Rd., Lena, 
and a Moderator having 
been elected, will proceed 
to hear and consider re-
ports of officers, and de-
cide on such measures as 
may, in pursuance of law, 
come before the meeting.

AGENDA:
1. Call to order
2. Election of Moderator
3. Minutes of 2021 Annu-

al Meeting
4. Annual Financial Re-

ports
5. Authorize Transfer of 

Funds
6. Donations
7. Open Forum
8. Adjournment
Dated at Lena, this 16th 

day of March, 2022.
BILL STATON

CLERK
(Published in

The Shopper’s Guide 
March 23, 2022)

414585380928

Can Publish 
Your Legals.

Call us at

815-877-4044
or email your

legals to

Legals@
rvpublishing.

com

Rock ValleyPublishing LLC

to grow crops including corn, 
soybeans and wheat. “But, 
there is no area in Ukraine 
that is 100 percent safe. We 
have areas with more bombs, 
and areas with less bombs.”

The online meeting with 
Xomehko was made possible 
in part by Loran Steinlage, an 
Iowa farmer and field engi-
neer for DAWN Equipment, 
and Macon County Farm Bu-
reau Board member Paul But-
ler, who is in an international 
grain marketing group.

DAWN provides ag equip-
ment parts to farmers in 
Ukraine but pulled its em-
ployees out of the country just 
weeks before the war broke 
out.

“I’m worried about $5 die-
sel and how high our fertilizer 
prices will go,” Butler said. 
“But our problems are pretty 
small in comparison.”

Scott Irwin, University of 
Illinois ag economics profes-
sor, said war in Ukraine will 
also continue to have a wide-
spread effect on world mar-
kets for some time.

“There are really two is-
sues,” Irwin said in a recent 
U of I farmdoc video. “One is 
with old crop. Trade estimates 
suggest there’s 600 million 
bushels of corn already con-
tracted (from Ukraine). It’s 
trapped and I don’t see any 
way that will get out of there 
very easily for weeks and 
maybe months.

“There’s even bigger prob-
lems with what will end up 
getting planted (in the Black 
Sea region) this spring,” he 
noted. “It could potentially 
put a huge hole in global grain 
balance sheets.”

Irwin suggested the U.S. 
needs to think “outside the 
box” in these extraordinary 
times and consider measures 
such as possibly opening up 
acres in the Conservation Re-
serve Program for a year to in-
crease domestic crop output.

This story was distributed 
through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Asso-
ciation. For more food and 
farming news, visit FarmWee-
kNow.com.

• Farmer   
(Continued from page 2)

Support the buSineSSeS
that Support you!

393039
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Service 
Corner

The Scoop Today 
& Shopper’s 

Guide

10240 N. Old Mill Rd.
McConnell, IL 61050

815-541-3348
heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

411902

2022 Models are starting to arrive!
Get a jump start on spring.

Hurry in 
for best 

selection 
on 

remaining 
snow 

blowers!

Werhane Total Truck Repair
Straight Trucks - Semis - Dump

Trucks - Farm Type Vehicles
including Farm Tractors

FAIR • FAST • FRIENDLY
• Clutches • Brakes • Welding (Steel & Aluminum) • Electrical 

• Lube & Oil Change • Suspension • King Pins • Transmission & Drive Line 
• Differentials • Tune Ups • Over Hauls • Minor Body Work 

• Tractor-Trailer Wash • Air Conditioning

KEEP US IN MIND FOR ALL YOUR REPAIR NEEDS
Ask for Brian 

Call Now!
815-369-4574

Werhane Enterprises
509 E. Main St. • Lena • 815-369-4574                 2022-2-23-2022-8

411761

411758

• Instruments • Amps • Accessories
 • Lessons • Recording Studio

7 Years in Business

1329 E. SOUTH ST. • FREEPORT, IL
815-233-0118

MUSIC STORE, LLC

FULL
SERVICE
MUSIC
STORE

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

Denny’s Service Center

Dennis Rakowska Auto Technician

10146 N. Wachlin Rd. • McConnell, IL 61050
815-291-9010 • E-mail denrak03@yahoo.com

413749

Nick Judge • 815-990-8937
www.sixpointservices.com

Residential and 
Commercial

Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning

Window Washing
Holiday Lighting

Fully insured
413671

PEARL CITY SEAMLESS 
GUTTERS INC.

Josh Endress • 815-238-2655
Noah Smielewski • 815-307-2392

5” & 6” Seamless 
Gutters & Gutter Guards Available. 

Multi-color, Color Match.

Owner Operated

365500

Service Corner

413912

(Formerly Wybourn Construction)

Cell: 608-558-1095
Lena, IL

bobwybourn@gmail.com
• Windows•Doors•Kitchens

•Bathrooms•Decks
No Job Too Small To Appreciate!

407366

From Lena’s Kitchen

Everyone seems to be in 
a better mood now that we 
have some warmer weather.  
It is great to see people walk-
ing and running again.  This 
week’s recipes reflect a little 
of the warm weather.  There is 
a great appetizer, a tasty salad, 
two fish recipes, a main dish 
for those who are anti-fish, 
and two desserts.  Happy 
cooking this week.

Bacon Pinwheels
 These appetizers use cres-

cent rolls for an easy base and 
add cream cheese and bacon.  

What is there not to like in this 
simple appetizer?  

3 oz. cream cheese, softened
2 T. finely chopped onion
1 t. milk
1 tube (8 oz.) refrigerated 

crescent rolls (unperforated if 
you can find them)

5 bacon strips, cooked and 
finely chopped

 Preheat oven to 375.  In a 
small bowl mix cream cheese, 
onion and milk until blended.  
On a lightly floured surface, 
unroll crescent dough into one 
long rectangle and press perfo-
rations to seal.

 Spread cream cheese mix-
ture over the dough, sprinkle 
with bacon.  Roll up jelly-roll 
style starting with a long side; 
pinch seam to seal.  Using a 
serrated knife, cut roll cross-
wise into 24 ½ inch slices.  
Place on ungreased baking 
sheets, cut side own.  Bake 
12 to 14 minutes until golden 
brown.

Broccoli Salad 
Supreme

This salad melds the flavors 
of broccoli and grapes.  If you 
add a few almonds for crunch 
you will have a great and re-
freshing salad.  It is a salad 
that you can use for a crowd.  
If you want to make it for a 
smaller group, cut the ingredi-
ents in half.

10 C. broccoli florets
6 C. seedless red grapes
1 C. sliced celery
6 green onions, sliced
2 C. mayonnaise
2/3 C. sugar
2 T. cider vinegar
1 lb. sliced bacon, cooked 

and crumbled
1 1/3 C. slivered almonds, 

toasted
 In a large salad bowl com-

bine the broccoli, grapes, cel-
ery and onions.  In a small 
bowl combine the mayo, sug-
ar and vinegar.  Pour over the 
broccoli mixture and toss to 

coat.  Cover and refrigerate at 
least four hours or overnight.  
Just before serving, gently stir 
in bacon and almonds.  

Tarragon Tuna Salad
 There are many ways to 

make tuna salad.  This recipe 
adds an herb to change the 
flavor, and it also uses Dijon 
mustard to give it a little zip.  
If you use Bibb (or Boston 
or Butter) lettuce, the leaves 
form perfect cups for the sal-
ad.  If you are tired of the usu-
al tuna salad, try this one for a 
meatless Friday.

2 cans (6 oz. each) light 
water packed tuna, drained 
and flaked

1 C. chopped celery
¼ C. chopped sweet onion
1/3 C. mayonnaise
2 T. minced fresh parsley
1 T. lemon juice
1 t. fresh tarragon or ¼ t. 

dried
½ t. Dijon mustard

¼ t. pepper
Lettuce leaves
 In a bowl combine tuna, 

celery, and onion.  In anoth-
er bowl combine the mayo, 
parsley, lemon juice, tarra-
gon, mustard and pepper.  Stir 
mayo mixture into tuna mix-
ture.  Serve on lettuce leaves 
or small rye cocktail rye 
bread.

Crab Stuffed 
Flounder

 If you are in the market 
for a really good different 
fish dish, this recipe will help 
with a meatless Friday.  You 
can use tilapia, sole, Pollock 
or halibut fillets.  I also think 
you can use the imitation crab 
if you don’t have the canned 
crab.

1½ lb. flounder fillets
1 C. crabmeat, drained, 

flaked, and cartilage removed
1 T. finely chopped green 

pepper
¼ t. ground dry mustard
¼ t. Worcestershire sauce
¼ t. salt
¼ pepper
3 crushed saltine crackers
1 egg white
1 T. mayonnaise
¼ C. melted butter
1 egg yolk
5 T. mayonnaise
½ t. paprika
1 T. dried parsley
 Preheat oven to 400 de-

grees.  Rinse the fillets and pat 
dry with paper towels.  Com-
bine crab meat, green pepper, 
mustard powder, Worcester-
shire sauce, salt, pepper and 
crushed saltines in a bowl.  In 
a separate bowl combine the 
egg white and 1 T. mayo.  Stir 
this into the crab meat mixture.  
Brush the fish fillets with melt-
ed butter.  Place in a lightly 
greased shallow baking dish.  

The not so skinny cook

See KITCHEN, Page 15
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May You Have A 
Healthy & Prosperous 

New Year
Nick, Annie & Kris
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Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

By Beth Hundsdorfer
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Local hospitals and health 
departments will get help 
from the Illinois Department 
of Public Health and the Illi-
nois Emergency Management 
Agency to meet the healthcare 
demand during a COVID-19 
surge, adding staffing to pro-
vide medical care and provide 

vaccines and testing.
The state will also help ramp 

up COVID-19 testing, now op-
erating six days a week to in-
crease availability. That started 
Monday.

“We are also increasing test-
ing and continuing to distribute 
monoclonal antibodies, anti-vi-
ral pills and any treatments or 
personal protective equipment 

communities need,” Gov. JB 
Pritzker said during a news 
conference. “I will continue to 
do everything possible to pro-
tect all the people of this state, 
whatever your vaccine status. 
But what kind of year 2022 
turns out to be depends on all 
of us doing what is best for all 
of us.”

 Pritzker was on a call with 

President Joe Biden and the 
National Governors Associa-
tion on Dec. 27 to discuss the 
response to the Omicron vari-
ant.

Illinois Department of Pub-
lic Health Director Dr. Ngozi 
Ezike confirmed that Illinois 
is seeing higher hospitalization 
rates. The state is now averag-
ing 500 hospital admissions a 

State to assist with mass vaccinations, testing 
operations, hospital staffing to battle COVID-19 surge

Illinois will send personnel and resources to county health departments
day due to COVID-19. While 
Illinois was still battling the 
Delta variant of COVID-19, 
the Omicron variant was intro-
duced a couple of weeks ago. 
The Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention said earlier 
last month that the Omicron 
variant is the dominant strain 
of COVID-19 in the U.S. with 
more than 73 percent of new 
cases attributable to the variant.

To protect from the 
COVID-19, harm reduction 
strategies will still need to be 
employed, Ezike said, like 
wearing masks, social distanc-
ing, hand-washing and staying 
away from large crowds.

“We have a vaccine that is 
highly effective at preventing 
severe illness and death,” Ezike 
said. “Currently, we are seeing 
a demand for booster doses, 
but it is critically important for 
those who have yet to receive 
even one dose of vaccine to get 

vaccinated.”
The vast majority of cases, 

hospitalizations and deaths are 
among the unvaccinated, Ezike 
said.

Those most at risk:
· Are more than 65 years old.
· Suffer from heart, liver or 

kidney disease.
· Are immunocompromised.
· Have diabetes.
Vaccine clinics will be held 

in Cook, DuPage, Lake, Will, 
Kane, St. Clair, McLean, San-
gamon, Peoria, Winnebago, 
Jackson and Adams counties. 
Anyone age 12 older can get 
a first or second dose at these 
locations.

Community-based testing 
sites will be open Monday 
through Saturday in Aurora, 
Arlington Heights, South Hol-
land, Fairview Heights, Peo-
ria, Bloomington, Champaign, 
Harwood Heights, Rockford 
and Waukegan.

Jo Daviess food pantry 
fundraiser a success

 Each year Shepherd of the 
Hills Lutheran Church holds 
a Steak Fry with all proceeds 
going to support the seven Jo 
Daviess County food pantries.  
The last two years, due to the 
Covid Pandemic, the church 
has hosted a virtual “Steak 
Fry” to continuing garnering 
support.  On Dec. 27, 2021, 

Larry Cording, Steak Fry 
Chairperson, and Pastor Jim 
Mehltretter met with county 
food pantry representatives.  
Thanks to the generosity of 
“Steak Fry” proceeds and 
congregational donations, 
checks totaling $2,800 were 
dispersed, with a $400 check 
going to each food pantry.

Postal Customer  **ecrwss PR SRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
ROCK VALLEY

PUBLISHING LLC

VOL. 88 • NO. 2 YOUR FREE HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER WEDNESDAY, JAN. 5, 2022

24-HOUR SERVICE ON ALL BRANDS

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

www.superiorhvacservices.com

New installation • Remodeling
Routine maintenance • Repairs

409646
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Serving the communities in Stephenson County
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301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148
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g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
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g Lifetime Guarantee

ACCIDENTS HAPPEN!
Let us take the worry out of having your vehicle repaired.

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 After winning their first 
game of the season, the Le-
na-Winslow boys’ varsity 
basketball squad went on 
a five-game losing streak.  
After a tough loss to a Bel-
leville, Wisconsin team, 
the Panthers struggled to 
recover.  They went on to 
lose their next four, three 
of which were losses by ten 
points or less.  

 With a record of 2-6, the 
Panthers prepared to play in 

the Erie Tournament to end 
their 2021.  Le-Win got the 
tournament off to a good 
start with a 51-46 win over 
Orion.  It was a good confi-
dence boost for the Panthers, 
as they picked up their third 
win of the season with a 
tough opponent ahead. 

 Later that day, the Pan-
thers faced off with a Beech-
er squad in a game that 
would require overtime de-
cide.  Heading into the extra 
period tied 44-44, Beecher 
outscored the Panthers 7-6, 

handing the Panthers their 
seventh loss of the season.  
They would not let the over-
time loss deter them, howev-
er.  The Panthers managed to 
bounce back with back-to-
back wins in their next two 
games.  

 On Wednesday, Decem-
ber 29, the Panthers faced 
off with Mercer County in 
their third game of the tour-
nament.  The first quarter 
had plenty of scoring as both 
teams combined for twen-
ty-five points.  Le-Win held 

the advantage, however, go-
ing into the second quarter 
up 15-10. 

 Luke Benson caught fire 
in the second quarter.  The 
senior guard hit a trio of 
three-pointers and totaled 
thirteen points in the second 
quarter, helping to extend 
the Panthers’ lead.  In fact, 
Luke scored every single 
second quarter point for the 
Panthers, leading them to a 
28-22 lead heading into half-
time. 

 It was Brody Mahon who 
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Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

Panthers earn back to back wins
took over in the third quarter.  
Mahon posted twelve third 
quarter points, including a 
pair of his own three-point-
ers.  Luke added another 
five points of his own as the 
duo helped the Panthers take 
a 47-31 lead into the final 
quarter.  With a sixteen-point 
cushion, Le-Win managed to 
coast their way to a 56-37 
victory over Mercer County.  
Mahon led the team in scor-
ing with twenty-three points, 
while Luke was right be-
hind him with twenty of his 
own.  Both of them hit four 
three-pointers on the game 
as the Panthers hit on nine 
total threes in the game.  The 
offensive breakout was nice 
to see as Le-Win looks to 
climb back to five hundred 
on the season. 

 The next day, the Panthers 
were set to face off with a 
5-6 Stark County team.  At 
4-7 themselves, the Pan-
thers were slight underdogs.  
However, it appeared to be 
an even matchup from the 
start.  

 It was the three-point 
shot that sparked momentum 
for the Panthers in the first 
quarter.  Both Mahon and 
Ayden Packard hit a three as 
Le-Win looked to keep up 
with Stark Co.  The Panthers 
found themselves trailing 
12-10 at the end of the first. 

 Some good defense in the 
second quarter, to go along 
with six points from Luke, 
the Panthers managed to flip 
the cards before halftime 
as they led Stark Co. 23-18 
heading into the break. 

 Le-Win put on a dis-

play of chemistry in the 
third quarter.  As a team, 
they combined for fourteen 
points.  No individual scored 
more than four points in the 
quarter, however, as five 
Panthers helped contribute 
those fourteen points.  While 
holding Stark to just five 
points in the third, Le-Win 
managed to take another big 
37-23 lead into the fourth. 

 With the fourteen point 
advantage, the Panthers 
managed to coast their way 
to a 40-29 victory for their 
fifth win of the season.  De-
spite being just 1-5 at one 
point, the Panthers are now 
4-2 over their last six games.  
Lena-Winslow Head Coach, 
Kyle Benson, never gave up 
hope on his squad as he re-
mained focused on the task 
at hand.  Quite simply, Kyle 
credits the recent success to 
“just playing better.”  

 The Panthers have gone 
back to the basics and that 
has paid off for them.  Kyle 
explained, we are turning the 
ball over less, taking better 
shots, and playing sound de-
fense.”  While he is satisfied 
with their improvement in 
recent weeks, Kyle remains 
focused on improving each, 
and every, day.  “We still 
have some areas to shore 
up.”  Kyle said, adding “Our 
kids are trusting this process 
and we are hoping our best 
basketball is still ahead of 
us.”  

 The Panthers will be back 
in action on Saturday, Jan-
uary 8, when they travel to 
Orangeville for their first 
game of 2022.  
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IF SO, WE WILL RUN YOUR AD IN THE
SCOOP TODAY AND SHOPPER’S GUIDE AT

No Charge!

Ads will not be accepted without the following information. Only one free ad per month.

YOUR NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you selling a single item for

LESS THAN $100?

$$$ $$$
Private Party Only

Just fill out the coupon below and drop off or mail to:
Rock Valley Publishing, FREE Ad,

240 W Main St Suite B, Lena IL 61048

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price
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 real estate
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention to 
make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial sta-
tus includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of children 
under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby in-
formed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination call HUD toll-
free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

Automobiles
2002 DAEWOO WAGON needs 
some work, runs fine, good mile-
age, 4cyl, AT. $1400. 920-896-
3736

2005 AUDI A6 Good cond., black 
exterior, black leather interior, 
$3,500. OBO. 262-895-9535.

Bicycles
JEEP COMANCHE CLASSIC 
Mountain Bike with paperwork. 
Can text (262) 989-4112

Campers and RVs
2000 DAMON DAYBREAK 3270  
34’, 8.1V8, 1 lg. slide, hydraulic 
levelers, 2 AC, generator, 54k, 
awnings, runs great, ex. cond. 
$12k obo. 815-347-0496

Farm Machinery
EARLY FORD 9N W/new 
wheels, tires & tubes. Best offer 
(262) 989-4112 can text

Sports/Classic 
Cars

AVENGER  FORD GT40 Mid 
eng., Buick turbo v-6, 4 sp., tube 
frame w/roll bar, silver, w/chin 
spoiler. Wt. 2,140lbs. 847-838-
1916.

MANTA MIRAGE, STREET CAN 
AM  RACE CAR Mid. eng. Chev 
V8,4  spd. tube frame w/roll bar, 
custom wheels, chrome yellow, 
show winner, wt. 1,900lbs., fast. 
847-838-1916

Trucks & Trailers
2019 GMC CANYON P U Bright 
red, 31k, running boards, hitch, 
fiber glass bed cover. $35,000 
OBO 815-519-9688

392953

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing, your hometown 

newspapers serving the stateline has an opening 
for an experienced Media Sales Representative to 
call on current and new accounts in a protected 
sales territory. 

Growing area with many new businesses, this is 
a great opportunity for the right applicant.

We publish newspapers, shoppers and niche 
publications throughout the stateline. You have 
the opportunity to sell into all Rock Valley 
Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making your 
paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising

Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Lawn & Garden
TROYBILT  8 hp, rotortiller, rear 
tine w/plow. 815-858-5444

414324

HIRING:
• Class A CDL Drivers: Home daily. Weekly pay. 

Dedicated schedule. Monday - Friday.

• Dedicated Truck & Power Jack: Employee 
Benefits - 401K, PTO, Health Insurance and Holiday Pay

Werhane Enterprises
509 E. Main St., Lena IL • 815-369-4574

MEMBER CARE 
REPRESENTATIVE

Jo-Carroll Energy
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JCE

PO Box 390 • 793 US Route 20 W
Elizabeth, IL 61028

Jo-Carroll Energy, Inc (NFP) is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

Full job description and application 
are available at jocarroll.com.

Applications accepted 
through Friday, April 1.

Jo-Carroll Energy has an entry-
level opening for a Member Care 

Representative to address members 
billings, service connects and 

disconnects, payments and collections 
in the electric, natural gas, broadband 
and ancillary services and inform and 

educate members for JCE products and 
services. This position has extensive 

phone and computer use.

Applicants must possess a high 
school diploma or equivalent, have a 

1-year minimum experience in an 
office environment and be proficient 

in data input and MS Office 
applications. Strong communication 

skills, both written & verbal.

414722

The Pearl City Daycare has 
an opening for a full time 

lead teacher. 
If interested, please contact 

Lindsay Stephan 
at 815-443-2038 or 

lstephan@pcwolves.net 
by March 28. 414498

To place an
ad in our

Help Wanted 
Section...

Call
(815) 369-4112

Notice

414577

STUD SERVICE
FOR YELLOW LAB
815-858-5444

For Sale by 
Owner

SW CORNER OF HWY 20 & 
SUMMIT DR. Bus., Res. or both. 
3 acres, small house, 2 bdrm-
poss.4, 13 yrs. old, 7000 cars 
a day would see your business 
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A BIG “THANK YOU”
to those readers who have sent a donation to help 

underwrite The Scoop Today and Shopper’s Guide. For those 
of you who haven’t done so in the past year, but enjoy this 
newspaper and would like to help us pay for its operation,  

please send a donation in any amount to:

240 W. Main Street, Suite B • Lena, IL • 61048
IF YOU THINK YOUR NEWSPAPER IS WORTH

50¢ an issue, it would be $26.00; 75¢ an issue - $39.00 
or $1 an issue - $52.00

You won’t get a tote bag, T-shirt, coffee mug or CD of Lawrence Welk’s
Greatest Hits. But you will get the satisfaction of knowing that you have

helped to support your favorite newspaper.

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

Phone______________________________

__ Please keep my
     paper coming:

392657

the Scoop Today
Shopper’s Guide

SATURDAY, APRIL 23 • 9 A.M.
SCHRADER SPRING EQUIP. AUCTION

5995 IL 75 E. • Dakota, IL
Selling: Tractors, field equip, livestock equip., fencing, shop & yard 
equip., hay & straw, lumber, vehicles. NO guns or household items. 

Get listings in NOW to advertise. 815-449-2215
414312

Stephenson County 2nd Annual 
Farm & Construction Equipment Consignment

 Live Onsite & Live Online Auction (no small wares)
Saturday, March 26 • Starts promptly 10 a.m. CST

2637 Hillcrest Road, Freeport, IL
TRUCKS: Semi 1993 Pete 377 – rebuilt diesel engine; PLANTERS: JD 7200 8 row 30” vacuum 
planter; INDUSTRIAL TRACTORS: JD 5210; BUSH HOGS: JD1518 15’ Batwing; BALERS: 
JD100 Stacker Baler; Tractors; New Holland 8770; Skid Steer; Bobcat 763 with axillary hook, Bobcat 
610; CHOPPER BOXES: Victor 20f, H & S HD7-4 (both boxes have side discharge & late model 
clean); TILLAGE EQUIPMENT: 470 IH Disk 7” spacing 17’, 24’ Krause Disc Model 15  9” spacing, 
Allis Chalmers Bi-Fold Field Cultivator with hydraulic wings 34’ wide, M & W Earthmaster Mdl 
#1460 5 Shank, BRENT Unverferth CPC 5 Shank, M & W Earthmaster Mdl #1165 5 Shank, M & 
W Earthermaster Mdl #1475 7 Shank, Bush Hog Soil Finisher SC9000; HAY EQUIPMENT: Kuhn 
RW1610C Round Bale Wrapper; JD 3950 Chopper with hay head (38” corn head sold separately), 
*NEW* Sitreoc Hay Tedder mdl #RT3000, KUHN Bale Wrapper mdl #RW1610 (like new); LAWN 
MOWERS: Ferris 3100z 820 hours zero turn, 12’ Bushhog Finish Mower Model TVM11, JD1518 
Batwing Mower, Cyclone Flex C24 Finish Mower, JD455 Diesel Riding Mower 52” deck 600 hours; 
CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT: Caterpillar D4D Side Boom with boom, Vibrator Roller serial 
#1869; 1978 Case 580C; SPRAYER EQUIPMENT: Top-Air Field Sprayer 500 gal Tank; Planting 
Equipment; JD 7200 Vacuum 8 Row 30” Trash Wheels; FEED GRINDER: GEHL 95 Mix-All with 
long auger; WAGONS: Parker 400 Bushel Grain Buggy.
TERMS & CONDITIONS: Cash & wire transfers ONLY!!! 8% buyer’s premium will be charged 
on all online bidder’s purchases, an additional 2% internet provider fee will be charged for a total 
of 10%. Cash and wire transfers are accepted; however, wire transfers will have to have Advanced 
Auction approval. There will be an extra $40 fee for wire transfers added to invoice.

Inspection will be on Friday, March 25 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
To consign or for questions, please call O.D. Holley at 815-218-0705 or Josh DeHaven at 815-541-7345. 
AUCTION BY: Advanced Auction & Appraisal – Auctioneer O.D. Holley in conjunction with 
DeHaven Equipment.

For more information go 
to advancedauction.com

414689

Spoon the crab mixture over 
the fillets and drizzle with any 
remaining butter.  Bake the fil-
lets at 400 for 15 minutes.

 While the fish is baking, 
lightly beat the egg yolk in 
a small bowl.  Stir in 5 T. of 
mayo.  Remove fish from oven 
and spread this mixture over 
the stuffing; sprinkle with pa-
prika and parsley.  Increase 
oven temperature to 450 and 
bake until golden and bubbly, 
about 6 minutes.

Ham Casserole
 There will be many hams 

prepared for Easter and we will 
be looking for ways to use it up.  
I usually cut it up and place 2 
or 4 cups in a bag ready for a 
casserole.  This dish has a lot of 
good things in it that will serve 
as a whole meal.

2 C. cubed peeled potatoes
1 large carrot, sliced
2 celery ribs, chopped
3 C. water
2 C. cubed fully cooked ham
2 T. chopped green pepper
2 t. finely chopped onion
7 T. butter, divided
3 T. flour
1½ C. 2% milk
¾ t. salt
1/8 t. pepper

1 C. shredded cheddar cheese
½ C. soft breadcrumbs
 Preheat the oven to 375.  In 

a saucepan bring potatoes, car-
rot, celery, and water to a boil.  
Reduce heat and cover; cook 
until tender, about 15 minutes.  
Drain.  

 In a large skillet sauté ham, 
green pepper and onion in 3 T. 
butter until tender.  Add to the 
potato mixture.  Transfer to a 
greased 1½ qt. baking dish.

 In a large saucepan melt 
the remaining butter, stir in the 
flour until smooth.  Gradually 
whisk in the milk, salt, and pep-
per.  Bring to a boil; cook and 
stir for 2 minutes or until thick-
ened.  Reduce heat; add cheese 
and stir until melted.  Pour over 
ham mixture.  Sprinkle with 
breadcrumbs.  Bake until heat-
ed through, 25 to 30 minutes.

Minty Fudge 
Brownie Minis

 If you are looking for an 
easy spring treat, these cute 
mini cupcakes will fill the bill.  
The addition of the Andes Mint 
cookies makes these pretty, too!

1 pkg. (18.3 oz.) fudge 
brownie mix

½ C. oil
2 eggs

½ C. semisweet chocolate 
chips

½ C. butter, softened
1½ C. powdered sugar
1 to 2 T. milk
¼ t. peppermint extract
Green food coloring
12 Andes Mints, halved 
 Preheat oven to 350.  Coat 

24 mini muffin cups with cook-
ing spray.  Prepare the brownie 
mix according to package di-
rections with oil, eggs, and 3 T. 
water.  Stir in chocolate chips.  
Divide the batter evenly among 
the muffin cups.  Bake until a 
toothpick inserted in centers 
comes out with moist crumbs 
clinging, 15 to 18 minutes.  Let 
cool for 10 minutes.  Transfer 
from muffin cups to rack and 
let cool completely.

 On medium high speed, beat 
butter until smooth, 2 minutes.  
On low beat in powdered sugar 
and 1 T. milk until well blended 
and frosting is fluffy; add ad-
ditional milk if frosting is too 
thick.  Add in peppermint ex-
tract and green food coloring.  
Use a pastry bag with a star tip 
to drop frosting on muffins.  If 
you don’t have a pastry bag, use 
a small plastic bag with small 
slit on one side and place frost-
ing in bag.  Squeeze out frost-
ing on muffins (You can just 

• Kitchen   (Continued from page 13)

frost them if you want).  Insert 
candies diagonally into frost-
ing.  Place muffins on a plate or 
cake stand.

Soft Peanut Butter 
Cookies

 A good, soft, and chewy 
peanut butter cookie is a great 
snack.  Pair it with a glass of 
ice-cold milk or a cup of coffee, 
and everything is right with the 
world.

1 C. butter flavored shorten-
ing (like Crisco butter flavored)

1 C. creamy peanut butter
¾ C. sugar
¾ C. packed brown sugar
2 large eggs room tempera-

ture
1 t. vanilla
½ t. water
2¼ C. flour
1 t. baking soda
1 t. salt
 Preheat oven to 350.  In a 

large bowl cream the shorten-
ing, peanut butter and sugars 
until light and fluffy, about 4 

minutes.  Add eggs, 1 at a time, 
beating well after each addition.  
Beat in vanilla and water.  Com-
bine the flour, baking soda and 
salt in a separate bowl; gradu-
ally add to the creamed mixture 
and mix well.  

 Using a tablespoon scoop, 
drop 2 inches apart onto an 
ungreased baking sheet.  Flat-
ten with a fork dipped in sugar 
using a grid pattern.  Bake at 
350 until golden brown, 12 to 
15 minutes.  Remove to a wire 
rack to cool.

Final Thoughts
 We got the clocks changed 

and are trying to get our bodies 
adjusted to the time change.  It 
is nice to have light longer in 
the evening.  Our warm days 
have been great to get out and 
do things without coats, gloves, 
and scarves.  I don’t know if 
I have jinxed us, but I put my 
winter coat in the closet (I won’t 
clean it until May) and washed 
my scarf and gloves.  I got out 
a lighter coat and even used 

my raincoat once (but it didn’t 
rain).

 St. Patrick’s Day has come 
and gone, and all the corned 
beef lovers are full.  I even 
smelled someone grilling in 
the neighborhood.  I know we 
will still be having cold weath-
er, but we are enjoying every 
day while we can.  I got a call 
from a reader about how much 
she loved the Snickerdoodle 
bars; another reader says their 
favorite new bread is Barb’s 
Hawaiian Bread.  I like getting 
feedback about the recipes be-
cause I know someone reads 
my column!  Thanks for your 
comments because it helps me 
to keep writing.  Remember that 
we continue to look for recipes 
for Lent.  If you have any good 
vegetarian or fish recipes, send 
them our way.  We also need 
some spring and Easter recipes.  
You can contact us in person, 
by mail at From Lena’s Kitch-
ens, Shopper’s Guide at 240 W. 
Main St. or email us at scoop-
shopper@rvpublishing.com.
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Walk-Ins Welcome!

308 East Lena St. • Lena
815-650-8050
HOURS:  
 M-Th 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
 Friday 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
 Saturday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

LeAnn Clark, EA
clarkdifftax@gmail.com

Jodi Diffenderfer, EA

TAX TIME IS HERE!

411044

Providing all your Personal & Business Accounting & Tax Needs

WINDOWS Including: EGRESS
• SIDING • DOORS • GUTTERS 

Lifetime Warranty • Professionally Trained Installers

Not only do we stand
behind our windows,
we stand on them!
Local Owner 
Scott Williamson

Call Today For Your
FREE ESTIMATE

815-395-1333
6010 Forest Hills Rd, 
Rockford, IL

www.windowworldrockford.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00 am-5:00 pm; Sat 9:00 am-Noon

America’s Largest
Home Improvement

Company
• Locally Owned & Operated

• Professional & Insured Crews

• True Lifetime Warranties,
   Guaranteed Forever!

• Serving Northern Illinois
  for more than 15 years

Se Habla Espanol

*SEE OUR WEBSITE OR A TEAM MEMBER FOR DETAILS

0% FINANCING
OPTIONS
AVAILABLE*

395623

American Legion 
Poster contest
 Bev Randecker, Judy Oellerich and Marsha 
Tessendorf of the Lena American Legion Auxiliary 
look over the poppy posters made by the Lena-
Winslow students.  The American Legion Auxiliary 
has a poster contest each year for the youth.  
Winners at the first level are sent to Department 
(state), and winners at that level are then 
forwarded to National for judging.  Posters will be 
on display in windows around town in May.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
 All are invited to worship at Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church, 118 E. Mason St. Lena, IL. on Sunday, March 27 at 
9:30 a.m. This will be the fourth Sunday in Lent and the read-
ing will be from Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32.  Rene Johnson will share 
the message.

 On Tuesday, March 29, Bible Study group will meet at 10 
a.m. Anyone who enjoys learning are welcome to join for con-
versation about scripture and time of prayer.On Wednesday, 
March 30, Peace Corps Quilting group will meet from 8 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. New members are welcome and no quilting expe-
rience necessary. During Lent Lena UMC and Good Shepherd 
are offering weekly Lenten devotion via social media. This 
year’s theme is Dwelling on the Lenten Hymns. This week’s 
devotion video will dwell on “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”. 
The videos will be released every Wednesday.

 All services will be recorded and be available on the 
church’s Facebook page and website. Please visit http://good-
shepherdlena.org/ or https://www.facebook.com/GSLCLenaIL  
for more information.  Please contact the church office at 815-
369-5552 with any questions. 

Lent at St. John’s Lutheran Church
 Join St. John’s Lutheran Church in Pearl City on Wednes-

day, March 23 for a midweek Lenten service at 6:30 p.m. A 
Simple Soup Supper will be served preceding the service from 
5:30 p.m. to 6:15 p.m.  

 The worship service for the Fourth Sunday of Lent will be 
held at 9 a.m. on March 27 for the Lent series, Shepherd Me 
Oh God.  Intro to Embodiment Yoga continues to be held on 
Thursday at 6 p.m. through March 31.

 For Holy Week, St. John’s will offer a Maundy Thursday 
worship service at 6:30 p.m. on April 14 and a Community 
Good Friday worship service at 6:30 p.m. on Apr. 15.  

 The April Grace Meal will be held on fourth Sunday of the 
month on April 24 due to Easter being on the Third Sunday.

 St. John’s Lutheran Church is located at 229 S First St., Pearl 
City, IL.  Worship Services are currently in-person and lives-
treamed on Facebook Live by visiting our website at www.St-
JohnsPearlCity.org.

Church news
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