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LE-WIN/STOCKTON PANTHERHAWK WRESTLING PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Medals awarded
 The Le-Win/Stockton PantherHawks wrestling team took third place in the 2023 
IHSA State Dual Team Tournament. Congratulations to the PantherHawks!

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT 

 The River Ridge-Scales 
Mound Wildcats, Stockton 
Blackhawks, and Warren 
Warriors have all wrapped 
up their 2022-2023 varsity 
girls basketball seasons.  
Looking back throughout 
the year, here is how each 
of their campaigns played 
out.  

 The Stockton Black-

hawks had a bit of a down 
year on the court.  After 
getting off to an 0-10 start, 
it wasn’t going to be easy 
for the Blackhawks to turn 
things around.  The good 
news was things got bet-
ter in the second half of 
the season.  After back-to-
back wins over Dakota and 
Milledgeville, the Black-
hawks found some con-
fidence.  A couple weeks 

later, Stockton picked up 
another pair of consecutive 
wins over West Carroll and 
East Dubuque.  In the end, 
Stockton finished with a 
5-24 record, which made 
them 5-14 in their final 19 
games played. 

 The Blackhawks fin-
ished with a 3-7 record 
in Northwest Upstate Il-
lini-West play, which left 
them in fifth place in the 

conference.  A trio of 
Blackhawks were recog-
nized with All-Conference 
awards as Whittney Sul-
livan was named Second 
Team All-Conference, 
while Morgan Blair and Ol-
ivia Keeffer each earned an 
Honorable Mention.  Sulli-
van and Blair will graduate 
this year when their senior 
campaigns come to an end, 
but Keeffer will be back 

NUIC-West All Conference and 
season wrap up for girls hoops

after a solid junior season.  
The trio led Stockon in 
scoring this season as Blair 
finished with 7.6 points per 
game, while Sullivan had 
5.7 ppg, and Keeffer had 
5.1 ppg.  Sullivan will be 
tough for Stockton to re-
place as the senior led the 
team in assists, three-point 
shooting, and free throw 
shooting.  Not only do they 
lose their point guard, but 
one of their top scorers as 
well. 

 The Warren Warriors 
saw their season come to 
an end on Feb. 13 when 
they fell to the Galena Pi-
rates in the opening round 
of postseason play.  With 
the loss, the Warriors fin-
ished the year with a 16-15 
overall record, while be-
ing 4-6 in the NUIC-West.  
One of the most impressive 
stretches of their season 
was a three-game winning 
streak with victories over 
Pearl City, West Carroll, 
and Stockton.  

 A pair of Warriors were 
rewarded for their play as 
senior, Elaina Martin, and 
junior, Adalynn Bohnsack 
were both named to the 
Second Team All-Confer-
ence list.  The duo helped 
the Warriors finish above 
.500 on the year.  

 The River Ridge-Scales 
Mound Wildcats were one 

of the top class 1A teams 
in the area.  With a record 
of 26-6, the Wildcats fin-
ished the year with a .812 
winning percentage.  De-
spite beginning the year 
5-0, their most impressive 
stretch came in the middle 
of the year.  From Dec. 5, 
2022, through Jan. 6, 2023, 
the Wildcats didn’t suffer a 
single loss as they went on 
a 12-game winning streak.  

 The 2022-2023 Wildcats 
tied Galena for the most 
players on the All-Confer-
ence list with five.  A trio of 
Wildcats were named First 
Team All-Conference in 
Addison Albrecht, Laiken 
Haas, and Sydney Driscoll.  
Both Annie Werner and 
Gwen Miller were named 
Second Team All-Confer-
ence as well.  Perhaps the 
scariest thing about this 
bunch is that Driscoll will 
be the only graduating se-
nior.  Albrecht, Werner, 
and Miller are all in the 
same junior class of 2024.  
Haas is the youngest of the 
group as a sophomore.  

 The Wildcats look to 
return four of their five 
All-Conference players 
and will be coming off 
their best season in at least 
a decade.  You can bet 
they will be clawing their 
way for another shot at the 
NUIC-West title in 2024. 
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Obituaries
Carol BorChardt 

 Carol Ann (Isenberger) 
Borchardt, age 80, of Lena 
peacefully went to be with her 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
on Feb. 22, 2023, while at 
SSM Health Monroe Hospice 
Home after a brief illness. 
Carol was born in Freeport, 
Illinois on Sep. 19, 1942, to 
Thurlo and Eldora Isenberg-
er. She graduated from Le-
na-Winslow High School in 
1960 and worked at General 
Casualty Insurance company. 
Carol married Jack Borchardt 
on Aug. 31, 1962, in Lena. 
She was employed by various 
places over the years, includ-
ing The Lena Nursing Home, 
The Lena Drive Inn, Kolb 
Lena Cheese factory, Corp 
Tire and Colony Brands.

 Carol loved to travel, 
play cards, cook, and bake. 
“Grandma Carol” was known 
for making her grandchil-
dren’s birthday cakes spe-
cially customized to their 
requests. She always had her 
famous cookies on hand so 
they would be ready whenev-
er someone mentioned being 
out of cookies. She treasured 
all time spent with her fam-
ily and proudly attended all 
her grandchildren’s activities 
over the years. 

Together 
for 43 years, 
Carol and 
Jack raised 
four children 
of whom 
they were 
e x t r e m e l y 
proud. Their 
c h i l d r e n 

are Scott (Dana) Borchardt 
of Lena, Brian (Marci) 
Borchardt of Orangeville, 
Sherry (Terry) Burke and Jen-
nifer (Jared) Sheppard all of 
Lena.  

 Grandma Carol and Grand-
pa Jack treasured memories 
made with their nine grand-
children Jared (Ashley Rad-
loff) Borchardt of Waupaca, 
WI, Nick (Nicole) Borchardt 
and Megan (Jay Bailey) 
Borchardt all of Lena, Claris-
sa (Chris) Brown of Mahom-
et IL, Courtney Borchardt of 
Champaign IL, Carter and 
Camden Burke and Zavi-
er and Mila Sheppard all of 
Lena. Carol’s great grandchil-
dren are Gabriel and Jordyn 
Brown. She was the epitome 
of a grandmother; uncondi-
tionally loving and helping 
with whatever was needed. 
Later in life, Carol found 
a special companion, Gary 
Hawkinson, and they enjoyed 

7 years together. 
 Carol is survived by her 

children, grandchildren, 
great grandchildren, and her 
sister, Mary Lou Morden of 
Lena along with several niec-
es, nephews, cousins, and 
friends. The family would 
like to thank the staff at SSM 
Monroe Hospital, and espe-
cially the SSM Health Mon-
roe Hospice Home for the 
excellent care given to her 
and her family the past few 
weeks. 

Welcoming Carol to her 
eternal home is her husband 
of 43 years, Jack, her parents, 
Thurlo and Eldora Isenberger, 
along with Jack’s sisters and 
brothers-in-law, Lois (Fre-
mont) Short, Theora (Everett) 
Huenefeld and Gayle (Rob-
ert) Lobdell and many other 
special relatives and friends. 

 Visitation was held Friday, 
Feb. 24 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
at Leamon’s Funeral Home in 
Lena.  A Christian funeral ser-
vice was held Saturday, Feb. 
25 at 11 a.m. at Cedarville 
United Methodist Church in 
Cedarville with a luncheon 
to follow at the church after 
committal service at Chap-
el Hill Memorial Gardens 
in Freeport. A memorial has 
been established in her name.

Gerald Glen 
GerlaCh

 Gerald Glen Gerlach, age 
78, of Stockton, IL passed 
away peacefully on Sunday, 
Feb. 19, 2023. He was born 
in Sterling, IL on April 5, 
1944, to the late Harold and 
Leona (Whittington) Ger-
lach. Gerald married Linda 
Johnson on Dec. 30, 1966, 
at Christ Lutheran Church in 
Stockton.

 Gerald was a 1962 gradu-
ate of Stockton High School. 
He was a member of the 
Warren Lions Club and the 
Badger State Tractor Pull-
ers. Gerald farmed his entire 
life. He enjoyed tractor pull-
ing, traveling, and driving 
around to look at the crops. 

Most of all, 
he loved 
s p e n d i n g 
time with 
his friends 
and family.

G e r a l d 
is survived 
by his wife, 
Linda Ger-

lach; his son, Michael (Te-
resa) Gerlach; his daughters, 
Marcia Dubach and Lora 
Cross; his grandchildren, 
Trent (Mariah) Gerlach, 
Taylor (Dan) Flannery, Luke 
Dubach, Jack Dubach, Jason 
Dubach and Helen Cross; his 
great grandchildren, Baylor 
Gerlach, Chet Gerlach and 
Stetson Flannery; his sis-
ters, Kathy (Dave) Dittmar 

and Marian Koester; and 
several nieces and nephews. 
He was preceded in death 
by his parents; his brothers, 
Larry and Mike; his sister, 
Charlotte; his mother-in-law 
and father-in-law; his broth-
ers-in-law, Robert Johnson 
and James Koester; and his 
nephews, Tim Koester, Dan-
ny VanHorn and Carl Van-
Horn.

 Private family services 
will be held. A celebration of 
life will be held at a later date. 
In lieu of flowers a memorial 
fund has been established. 
Condolences may be shared 
with Gerald’s family at 
www.hermannfuneralhome.
com.

nanCy Murphy
 Nancy Murphy, age 80, of 

Pearl City, IL, passed away 
on Feb. 18, 2023, at Wal-
nut Acres in Freeport. She 
was born on Jan.21, 1943, in 
Shullsburg, WI, to John and 
Ada (Evans) Rowe. She mar-
ried James J. Murphy, Jr on 
Oct. 19, 1963, in Gratiot, WI.

 She is survived by her 
Husband James J. Murphy, 
Jr, Daughter Susan (Scott) 
Kurth, Son James C. (Ako) 
Murphy, Grandchildren: Ja-
son Ottenhausen, Kelly Ot-
tenhausen, Jr, Tiffany (Nick 
Bartosik) Ottenhausen, Grand 

Fur Baby Mei; Great-Grand-
children: Lilly Chapman, 
Alexander Medina, Braylin 
Ottenhausen, Zayden Carpen-
ter, Cayden Medina, Serenity 
Jensen, Emily Medina, and 
Cylis Ottenhausen; Brother 
Bob (Betty) Rowe, Sister-
in-Law Sharon (Daryll) Bur-
meister, Cindy Brinker, Nita 
(Gary) Gilbertson, Becky 
(Greg) Oschner, and Mary 
(Keith) Murphy-Downs; and 
several nieces, nephews, and 
cousins.

 She was preceded in death 
by her Parents, John and 
Ada (Evans) Rowe, Father-

in-Law, James Murphy, Sr, 
Mother-in-Law, Mary D. 
Murphy, Brother Clifford 
Rowe, Sisters: Roberta In-
gram, Lila Glasson, Bessie 
Rowe, and Dorothy Rowe; 
and several nieces, nephews, 
and cousins.

 Visitation was held on Sat-
urday, Feb. 25, from 2PM to 
4 p.m., at the Schwarz Park 
Blvd Chapel, 608 S. Park 
Blvd, in Freeport, IL. Inter-
ment was at Chapel Hill Me-
morial Gardens in Freeport, 
IL. Online condolences may 
be shared at www.schwarzfh.
com.

WilliaM Wienand
 William “Bill” Wienand 

of Freeport, IL, passed away 
on Feb. 18, 2023, surround-
ed by his loving family. Bill 
was born on Feb. 19, 1931, 
in Freeport, IL. He was the 
son of William A. and Edith 
(Toelle) Wienand. Bill mar-
ried Dolores Lamm on May 
10, 1958. 

 Bill was very athletic and 
during his life he played 
baseball, softball, basketball, 
golf, bowling, and downhill 
skiing. He also coached bas-
ketball to Jr High kids at St 
Joseph. After graduating from 
Freeport High School, Bill 
joined the Navy and served 
during the Korean War. Bill 
loved sharing his stories of 
his years as a radioman on 
the USS Pine Island AV-12. 
He was a proud veteran and 
served on several veteran’s 
organizations including the 

Korean War Veterans, VFW, 
AMVETS and for years was 
the vice president of Stephen-
son County All Veterans Me-
morial Park. After the Navy, 
Bill worked for Micro Switch 
for over 30 years. Bill was a 
life-long, die-hard Cubs fan 
who celebrated them winning 
the World Series in 2016. Bill 
and Dolores enjoyed travel-
ing. They traveled to all 50 
states and numerous Euro-
pean countries. They trav-
elled the entire Lewis and 
Clark trail. They took many 
family vacations instilling in 
their children the love of the 
mountains and traveling in 
general.  

 Bill is survived by his 
wife of 63 years. There are 
also four children, Don-
ald (Lisa) Wienand, Debo-
rah (David) Kaczar, James 
(Lauri) Wienand, and Mary 
(Saeed) Ahmad. There are 

also 8 grandchildren, Tim, 
Nick and Brian Kaczar, Re-
becca (Wienand) Sullivan, 
and Sarah, Hannah, Zacha-
ry, and Amber Ahmad. One 
great-grandson, Beckett Wil-
liam Sullivan. Also survived 
by a brother Greg (Barbara) 
Wienand.   Bill was preced-
ed in death by daughter Beth 
(Dave) Wahl and his parents 
and sisters and their spouses, 
Dorothy (Eldred) Cole, Betty 
(Glen) Mogle, Vera (Elmer) 
Johnson, Dolores (John) Resh 
and Jeanette (Delbert) Bock-
stahler.  

Visitation was held at 
Burke Tubbs on Wednesday 
Feb. 22 from 4 to 7 p.m. A 
Funeral was Thursday, Feb. 
23 at St Joseph Church in 
Freeport starting with a vis-
itation at 9:30 a.m. with fu-
neral at 10:30 a.m. In lieu of 
flowers, a memorial has been 
established.
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EugEnE Knoll
 Eugene “Skinny” M. 

Knoll, age 94, of McCon-
nell, passed away peacefully 
with his family by his side 
on Sunday Feb. 12, 2023, at 
the Lena Living Center. He 
was born April 3, 1928, in 
Sparta, WI and was one of 13 
children, him being the third 
youngest. At the age of 17 he 
served in the U.S. Navy from 
1945-1949. He was married 
to Grace Paulson, she passed 
away in 2009.  Eugene mar-
ried Bernice Martin in 1965 
and she passed away in 2011.

 He worked at Burgess 
Battery for many years un-
til they closed and then went 
to work at Kelly Springfield 
Tire Company until his re-
tirement. He was a member 
of St. John’s Lutheran Church 
in Lena since 1949. He was a 
member of the Legion for over 
50 years and a member of the 

McConnell 
Fire Depart-
ment. In his 
later years 
he loved the 
o u t d o o r s , 
h u n t i n g , 
t r a p p i n g , 
fishing. He 
e n j o y e d 

putting together puzzles and 
going on vacation with Bob-
by and Tina. One of his most 
memorable trips was going to 
visit his Tennessee hillbilly 
family. Most of all he enjoyed 
being with his family. Gene 
was always a leader; he did 
not seek attention but always 
lent a helping hand to his 
neighbors and friends. There 
wasn’t anything he could not 
do. If he put his mind to it, he 
would accomplish it!

 He is survived by his chil-
dren; Nancy (Charlie) Hilgen-
brinck, Norman (Leigh Ann) 

Knoll, Randy (Gloria) Knoll, 
Bob (Tina) Martin, Glenda 
Heath, and Mark (Tammy) 
Knoll. 13 grandchildren, 27 
great-grandchildren, and 3 
great-great-grandchildren. 
Sister; Violet Good and many 
nieces and nephews.

 He was preceded in death 
by his parents, 2 wives; Grace 
and Bernice, 2 daughters; 
Deborah in infancy in 1953 
and Pam in 2021. Grandson; 
Chad Martin in 2017, great 
grandson; Tylor in 2006, son-
in-law “Woody” Heath and 11 
siblings.

 Funeral services were held 
on Friday Feb. 17, at 12 p.m. 
at St. John’s Lutheran Church 
in Lena with a visitation from 
10 a.m.  Burial took place in 
Lena Burial Park. Rev. Rick 
Bader officiated the service. 
In lieu of flowers a memori-
al has been established in his 
memory.

MErvin Hintz
 Mervin Hintz, age 87 of 

Stockton, IL passed away 
Feb. 22, 2023, after a short 
illness. He was born on Dec. 
23, 1935, in Nora, IL; the 
son of the late Herman and 
Emma (Tessendorf) Hintz.  
He graduated from Warren 
High School with the class of 
1953. Mervin married Donna 
Menzemer on Dec. 30, 1965. 
Donna passed away in 2011.

 Mervin was a farmer for 
70 years. He was proud of 
his red Holsteins. He enjoyed 
his Allis Chalmers tractors, 
singing in church and com-
munity choirs, quartets, 

and singing 
solo. He 
also enjoyed 
keeping up 
with friends 
and rela-
tives. 

M e r v i n 
is survived 
by his step-

children, Gary Menzemer of 
Stockton, Keith (Jo) Men-
zemer of Warren and Randy 
Menzemer of Stockton; also 
many nieces and nephews. 
He was preceded in death by 
his parents; his wife, Donna; 
his step son, Kevin Men-
zemer; his brothers, Alvin, 

Clarence, William, Harold 
and George; and his sisters, 
Elisabeth, Rose, Margaret 
and Gert.

 The funeral service will 
be held on Thursday, March 
2, at Christ Lutheran Church 
in Stockton at 10 a.m. 
There will be a visitation 
on Wednesday, March 1, 
2023, at Hermann Funeral 
Home in Stockton from 4 
p.m. to 7 p.m. Interment 
will take place at Elmwood 
Cemetery in Warren, IL. 
A memorial fund has been 
established. Condolences 
may be shared at www.
hermannfuneralhome.com.

Obituaries

St. John’s Lutheran 
Church 

 St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Pearl City, will cel-
ebrate the Second Sunday in 
Lent on March 5.  A Worship 
Service with Holy Commu-
nion will begin at 9 a.m. with 
Pastor Michelle Knight pre-
siding.  The service will be 
available on Livestream on 
the St. John’s Pearl City Face-
book Page.  Sunday school 
will be held during church. 

 Healthy Wolves Backpack 
has been a weekly minis-
try of St. John’s since April 

of last year.  Backpacks are 
filled with food and taken to 
the Pearl City school every 
Friday.  The backpacks are 
sent home with families for 
the weekend so that adequate 
nutrition can be provided for 
children over the weekend.  
The families then return the 
backpack, and they are re-
filled to be sent home for the 
next weekend.  We current-
ly are serving 41 children 
through this program.  Back-
packs are assembled Thurs-
days at 3:30 p.m. in the up-
stairs youth kitchen. Anyone 
in the community is invited 

to help.  Visit the St. John’s 
Lutheran Church website for 
more information on how to 
volunteer.

 On March 8 a mid-week 
soup supper will be served 
from 6 to 6:30 p.m.  A short 
service will begin at 6:30 p.m.  
The weekly services will 
be held in Luther Hall.  All 
community members are wel-
come.

 St. John’s Lutheran Church 
of Pearl City is located at 229 
S. First St., in Pearl City.  If 
you need to contact the pastor 
or church, you may call 815-
443-2215 for information.

Freeport Mayor Jodi Miller appointed to 
serve on National League of Cities’ Public 
Safety and Crime Prevention Committee 

 Jodi Miller, Mayor of Freeport, Illinois 
has been appointed to the National League 
of Cities (NLC) 2023 Public Safety 
and Crime Prevention (PSCP) federal 
advocacy committee. Mayor Miller 
was elected to a one-year term and will 
provide strategic direction and guidance 
for NLC’s federal advocacy agenda and 
policy priorities on public safety issues, 
including law enforcement, municipal fire 
prevention, natural disaster preparedness, 
and homeland security. The appointment 
was announced by NLC President Mayor 
Victoria Woodards of Tacoma, Washington. 

 “Public safety has been my number 
one priority as Mayor of Freeport,” says 
Mayor Jodi Miller. “Freeport is not alone 
in its public safety and crime concerns. 
I’m excited to be part of a larger national 
discussion.”  As a member of NLC’s PSCP 
committee, Mayor Miller will play a key 

role in shaping NLC’s policy positions and 
advocate on behalf of America’s cities, 
towns and villages before Congress, with 
the administration, and at home. 

 “NLC’s federal advocacy committees 
are a key tool for gathering insights directly 
from the communities that our members 
serve,” said NLC President Mayor Victoria 
Woodards of Tacoma, Washington. “I am 
excited to have Mayor Miller serve on the 
NLC PSCP committee and look forward to 
working with her to ensure every city, town 
and village in this nation has the resources 
they need to thrive.” 

 The leadership of this year’s committee 
will consist of Chair Ras J. Baraka, Mayor, 
City of Newark, NJ; Vice Chair Rhonda 
Jerome, Council Member, City of North 
Charleston, SC; and Vice Chair Brian 
Kazy, Council Member, City of Cleveland, 
OH.

Lena American 
Legion Auxiliary

 The March meeting of 
the American Legion Aux-
iliary will meet on Wednes-
day, March 8, at the Lena 
American Legion Home at 6 
p.m.   Participants will make 
tray favors for the hospital-
ized veterans.   New members 
are always welcome.  Judy 
Oellerich oversees the social 
hour.  Junior members will 

meet on March 11 at 10 a.m. 
at the American Legion Home 
to work on a service project 
and.

Fraud and Scams 
workshop to be 
offered

 The Friend of the Lanark 
Public Library, who has part-
nered with Lanark Public Li-
brary, will present a program 

on Fraud and Scams.  The 
date is Thursday, March 16, 
2023, at 6:30 pm in the Coun-
cil Chambers at 111 S. Broad 
St., Lanark, IL.  The staff at 
the Exchange State Bank, 
Lanark, Illinois, will be the 
featured speaker.  No registra-
tion is required and no charge 
for the program.  In case of 
inclement weather call 815-
493-2166 or visit the library 
Face Book page.

Church news

News briefs
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308 East Lena St. • Lena
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LeAnn Clark, EA
clarkdifftax@gmail.com

Jodi Diffenderfer, EA

TAX TIME IS HERE!
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Providing all your Personal & Business Accounting & Tax Needs

time

NOW IS THE TIME TO START
THINKING ABOUT
PRE-ARRANGING YOUR FUNERAL

It’s just a matter of talking to one of our
funeral directors. Tell the director exactly
how you want things done when the time
comes. The more you make your wishes
known, the less your loved ones will have
to worry about. We’ll help you through
the decision-making process and see to it
your wishes are met.

Call to schedule an appointment.

Leamon Funeral Homes
Leamon’s Funeral Home

Lena, IL  61048
815-369-4512

Bartell-Leamon
Funeral Home

Warren, IL  61087
815-745-2114

Leamon’s Funeral Home
Winslow, IL  61089

815-369-4512

Cramer-Leamon
Funeral Home

Orangeville, IL  61060
815-789-4411

Take some

to talk to us
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Leamon Funeral Homes
Lena   Orangeville   Warren   Winslow

815-369-4512

NOW IS THE TIME TO START 
THINKING ABOUT 
PRE-ARRANGING YOUR FUNERAL

It’s just a matter of taking to one of our funeral 
directors. Tell the director exactly how you want things 
done when the time comes. The more you make your 
wishes known, the less your loved ones will have 
to worry about. We’ll help you through the decision-
making process and see to it your wishes are met.

Call to schedule an appointment.

time

NOW IS THE TIME TO START
THINKING ABOUT
PRE-ARRANGING YOUR FUNERAL

It’s just a matter of talking to one of our
funeral directors. Tell the director exactly
how you want things done when the time
comes. The more you make your wishes
known, the less your loved ones will have
to worry about. We’ll help you through
the decision-making process and see to it
your wishes are met.

Call to schedule an appointment.

Leamon Funeral Homes
Leamon’s Funeral Home

Lena, IL  61048
815-369-4512

Bartell-Leamon
Funeral Home

Warren, IL  61087
815-745-2114

Leamon’s Funeral Home
Winslow, IL  61089

815-369-4512

Cramer-Leamon
Funeral Home

Orangeville, IL  61060
815-789-4411

Take some

to talk to us

71635

Leamon Funeral Homes
Lena   Orangeville   Warren   Winslow

815-369-4512

NOW IS THE TIME TO START 
THINKING ABOUT 
PRE-ARRANGING YOUR FUNERAL
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It’s just a matter of talking to one of 
our funeral directors. Tell the director 
exactly how you want things done 
when the time comes. The more you 
make your wishes known, the less 
your loved ones will have to worry 
about. We’ll help you through the 
decision-making process and see to it 
your wishes are met.

424386

Leamon Funeral Homes
Lena   Orangeville   Warren

815-369-4512

BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!
10% MORE for 

jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mint Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Coins 
Flatware • Diamonds • Sterling
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M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

OpiniOn

By
Jill
Pertler
Columnist

Slices of life

Falling off 
the cliff

Life changes us. 
Sometimes in increments, 
like accidentally stepping off 
the curb.

Sometimes in ways akin to 
falling off a cliff. It’s these 
cliff—changing moments 
that transform us in ways we 
never could have imagined—
before. It’s like falling from 
one world into another—
into a life so different that 
your old life can only be 
referenced as “before.”

This new life. The life you 
are living “after,” whatever 
that after may be for you: 
After a birth. After a death. 
After a divorce. After a 
marriage. After a major 
illness. After some life 
changing event—truly life 
changing in every aspect of 
every day and every minute.

An event so sweeping 
that it encompasses you and 
every cell of your being. It 
changes the way you view 
the world.

And whether 
excruciatingly joyous or 
magnificently sad, you 
understand you will never 
be the same again. You can’t 
ever go back to the you that 
was before. That door has 
irrevocably and permanently 
shut and the only way 
forward is, well, forward.

It’s almost like the before 
never happened. It’s hard 
to remember what life was 
like—back then. Sometimes 
you want to remember—you 
long for it—but you just 
can’t go back. In reality 
or memory. Oh, sure, you 
can recall certain instances, 
certain experiences, but to 
actually remember—on the 
cellular or the heart level—
what it felt like to live that 
“other” life? No. You can’t 
because you’ve changed and 
you’re no longer the person 
who lived that life—before.

You can recall, but you 
can’t remember. Not really. 
And it wouldn’t be right if 
you did, because every day—
every moment—you are 
changing and evolving and 
becoming a new you. A you 
who is living in the now, not 
the before.

Perhaps not by choice, but 
by circumstance.

With that said, your life 
now is not always in the 
after. You try, but sometimes 
it hits you. It hits you so hard 
that you have to catch your 
breath and consciously will 
yourself to breathe in and 
out. One gulp of air at a time.

Your mind bends to the 
before—because you may 
want that badly—and it 
engulfs you just as surely as 
falling off the cliff engulfed 
you. Like a rockslide or 
avalanche.

But then on the second, or 
third, or 15th or 80th breath 
you find you are breathing 
normally again. Your heart 
is not thumping out of 
your chest, but seems to be 
beating along with the air 
flowing in and out of your 
lungs.

And in that moment, you 
realize there really isn’t a 
before or after; there is only 
a now.

You may long for the 
before, and I often do.

You may long for a new 
after, which I also do.

But what you really have 
is now. Right now. Today.

And you can choose how 
to perceive this.

It can be constricting—
denying you both your past 
and the future. Keeping the 
memories at bay. Keeping 
hope just beyond reach.

Or, it can be liberating. 
Providing hope and strength 
to both your past and your 
future. Giving memories 
their space, without letting 
them control you. Allowing 
the hope and joy and trust 
to surround your now and 
allow you to know it will be 
all right.

Because it is all right. 
Already.

It is. See that. Embrace 
that. It’s all going to be okay, 
and that is a very lovely 
thing. Worth smiling about, 
even.
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Friday Fish Fry

106 E. Railroad Street • Lena, IL
815-369-1210

FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIAL - 2 pc. Haddock

FRIDAY FISH FRY DINNER SPECIAL
Beer battered, grilled or fried haddock

3 piece OR all you can eat! Comes with choice 
of soup or salad, coleslaw and side.

BE SURE TO ORDER
Mulligan’s Famous Cheese

Curds
433502

Little
John’s Tap

147 South Main
Pearl City
815-443-2818

2 Piece Haddock Dinner
(hand battered or baked)

Served with fries, coleslaw 
and dinner roll

Fridays starting at 5 p.m.

433500

HARTZELL’S
FRIDAY FISH FRY

served 11 am - 1 pm, 4 pm - 5:30 pm
while supplies last

fish sandwich $4.79
2 piece cod dinner, poTaTo 
wedGes, saLad & roLL $8.99
feeL free To caLL in your order and 
we’LL have iT ready when you come

harTzeLL’s deLi
rt. 78 n • warren

815-745-3311 433504

2051 Ayp Rd. • Freeport, IL 61032
815-233-0560

Corner of Bypass 20 & Highway 20 - At the Stoplight.

(Served all day on Fridays)
Fish Fry

11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

• Cod • Catfish
• Bluegill • Walleye

• Salmon
390306

To Advertise
your 

Lenten Specials 
call

Cyndee Stiefel
815-369-4112 or
815-947-3353

272811

Broiled or Fried Fish Atlantic Cod
Twice as good as anyone else!
Now enjoy the Coach’s Fish Fry

BOTH Friday & Saturday!
Lena, IL • 815-369-2222

390024

433520

Friday Night All-you-can-eat Cod
and

Other seafood specials
available!!!

 3500 E. Center Rd., Stockton
815-858-3939

woodbinebend.com
414191

Opinion

Editor’s note: This op-ed 
was distributed by Capitol 
News Illinois on behalf 
of the Paul Simon Public 
Policy Institute. The opinions 
expressed in this article are 
the author’s own.

By John T. Shaw
Sen. Paul Simon was 

keenly aware of the endless 
challenge and enduring 
opportunity to revitalize our 
democracy and strengthen 
our communities.

He believed that 
democracy can be sustained 
and enhanced when citizens 
respect values such as 
tolerance and responsibility 
and take practical steps to 
make the world better. 

In his book, “Fifty-Two 
Simple Ways to Make a 

Difference,” 
Simon 
outlined 
dozens of 
specific 
things we 
all can do 
to become 
better 
citizens who 
build better 
communities.

Inspired by his vision and 
commitment, the Paul Simon 
Public Policy Institute will 
soon accept applications for 
the inaugural Paul Simon 
Democracy Prize. 

The Institute will award 
$5,000 prizes to three current 
Illinois college or university 
students for the design—and 
implementation—of projects 

to strengthen democracy in 
their communities. Proposals 
could involve hosting public 
discussions or debates, 
registering voters, funding 
school newspapers to cover 
local issues, creating a 
speaker series on community 
matters, developing a 
program to recruit and train 
poll watchers, or an entirely 
new idea.

To enter the competition, 
students must submit a 
video proposal by April 1, 
2023, to the Paul Simon 
Public Policy Institute. 
Winners will be announced 
on April 17. We are looking 
for proposals that are 
persuasive, imaginative, 
optimistic, and can plausibly 
be implemented within six 

John T. Shaw

your source for online news:

RVPNEWS.COM

months. Videos should be 
between 3 and 5 minutes 
and will be assessed on the 
quality of the proposal, not 
the video itself. However, 
creative and well-produced 
videos will get our attention!  

The three winning 
videos will be posted on 
the Institute’s website and 
YouTube channel. Prize 
recipients will be invited to 
a celebratory reception at the 
Institute in the fall of 2023 
and asked to describe how 
their proposals are being 
implemented.

Complete details of the 
Paul Simon Democracy 
Prize will soon be available 
on our website, https://
paulsimoninstitute.siu.edu/.

The Simon Institute 
recently hosted a 
conversation with Rachel 
Kleinfeld, a democracy 
expert at the Carnegie 
Endowment for International 

Peace. Dr. Kleinfeld 
described the many 
challenges confronting 
our democracy but warned 
against despair. She urged 
America’s colleges and 
universities to encourage 
students to renew and 
reimagine our democracy.

This challenge resonated 
with me and it’s in that spirit 
that the Institute is creating 
the Paul Simon Democracy 
Prize. It complements two 
ongoing Institute programs 
focused on “Better politics 
and Smarter government” 
in our state: the Renewing 
Illinois Summit for Illinois 
college and university 
students and the Paul 
Simon-Jim Edgar Award to 
acknowledge and celebrate 
statesmanship in state and 
local government in Illinois.

When Senator Simon 
announced his candidacy for 
president in May of 1987, 

he offered both inspiration 
and a challenge. “You and I 
are on this planet but a short 
time,” he said. “Let us seize 
this time and opportunity 
to build a better tomorrow 
so that generations to come 
will look back upon us and 
say, ‘These were people of 
uncommon compassion and 
vision and courage.’”

The Democracy Prize, 
along with the Renewing 
Illinois student summit 
and the Simon-Edgar 
statesmanship award, 
embody Paul Simon’s 
highest values and 
aspirations. 

John T. Shaw is the 
director of the Paul Simon 
Public Policy Institute at 
Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale. Shaw’s monthly 
column explores how 
Illinois can work toward 
better politics and smarter 
government.

Inviting students to help revive our democracy
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Our Area Churches Welcome You

Please call 815-369-4112 or 815-947-3353 if you wish to have your church listed on the church page.

APPLE RIVER UMC
102 E. Baldwin St., P.O. Box 188, 

Apple River, IL 61001
Pastor Libby Rutherford (815) 990-1428
 Church (815) 594-2223
• Sunday Worship – 9 a.m.
• Bible Study - Every Monday 9 a.m.
Friendly Folks - Casual Attire - Join Us!

CALVARY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

315 W. Maple St., Stockton, IL 61085
Pastor Jonathan Singleton 
    (815) 947-2414 or (815) 947-2522
E-Mail: calvaryum@yahoo.com
• Sunday Worship – 10:00 a.m.
• Sunday School – 8:45 a.m.
• Communion and Potluck every 1st Sunday
• Wednesday Night Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.
• Sat. Youth Group - 6 - 8 p.m.
You may find our facebook page and weekly 
messages by searching for “Calvary United 
Methodist Stockton Illinois on facebook.com
You are welcome! Please visit us!

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ELCA STOCKTON

600 N. Main St., Stockton
Pastor Chrissy Salser (815) 988-9450
E-Mail: clc600@mediacombb.net
Find us on Facebook at ChristOnMainSt
• Worship times:  Saturday, 5:30 p.m.
   Sunday, 10 a.m.
• Sunday School: Sunday, 9 a.m.
• Vacation Bible School:
 June 5-9, 2023 from 9 - 11:30 a.m.

EBENEZER – SALEM UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST

P.O. Box 102, Pearl City, IL  61062
Currently served by Guest Speakers
 See Facebook or call 815-291-1965
• Sunday Worship: Currently 8:30 a.m. 
    (may vary)

Services alternate monthly at 2 locations
• March services are at Salem UCC Church
   Corner of Loran & Kent Roads

EVANGELICAL FREE 
CHURCH OF LENA

720 N. Freedom Street, Lena, IL  61048
815-369-5591

Rev. Scott Wilson, Assoc. Pastor of Youth
• Adult bible study and Children’s Sunday 
School - 8:45 a.m.
• Sunday Morning Worship Service and 
Children’s Church/Nursery  – 10:00 a.m.
• Awana Wednesdays at 6 p.m. (Sept. - April)
• Pastor’s weekly sermons  at www.
lenafreechurch.org

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
411 S. Main Street, PO Box 236, 

Pearl City, IL  61062 • (815) 443-2177
email: pearlcityumc@gmail.com

Website: pearlcityumc.org
Find us on facebook at 

www.facebook.com/pcumcil
Pastor Doug Carroll (815) 541-3159
• Sunday Worship – 8:00 a.m.
• Sunday School – during worship after the 
children’s message

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
309 S. Main Street, Elizabeth, IL 61028

email: firstumcofelizabeth@gmail.com
Pastor Roger Bronkema   815-291-6261
email: rbronkema18@gmail.com
• Sunday Worship - 8:30 a.m.
• Women’s Faith Group - 
 1st Tuesday monthly - 9:30 a.m.
We are handicapped accessible
Find us on Facebook at 
 www.facebook.com/fumcelizabeth

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

118 East Mason Street, Lena, IL  61048
Vicar Thomas Mosbo 
   (815) 369-5552
• Sunday Worship – 9:30 a.m.
• Sunday School – 10:45 a.m. (Sept. - May)
• Piece Corps Quilters – 
 Wednesdays at 8:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

GRACE BIBLE CHURCH OF 
WOODBINE

1904 S. Vel Tera Road, Elizabeth, IL 61028
Pastor Michael Burdett (815) 858-3843
• Sunday Worship – 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
• Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
• Prayer meeting – Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
Sunday services broadcasted at 11:30 a.m. on 

Radio WCCI 100.3 FM

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC CHURCH
223 E. Front Avenue, Stockton, IL  61085

Father Mike Morrissey (815) 947-2545
• Saturday Evening Mass – 4:30 p.m.
• Sunday Mass – 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. 
  and 5:00 p.m.
• Reconciliation Saturday – 3:30 - 4:15 p.m.
• Parish Hall for Rent – Seats 200

LENA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
118 West Mason Street, Lena, IL  61048

Pastor Keri Rainsberger (815) 369-5291
• Sunday Worship – 9:00 a.m.
• Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
• Daily Dial-A-Devotion 815-369-4411

MARTINTOWN COMMUNITY 
CHURCH

W8996 Lena St., Martintown, WI 53522
(1 mile north of Winslow, IL)

Pastor Kevin Cernek • 608-558-0974
• Sunday Worship – 8 & 10:30 a.m.

Worship inside or watch from the 
parking lot on the jumbotron

• Sunday School for all ages – 9:30 a.m. 
• Sunday Youth - 6 p.m.
• Tuesday Bible Study - 10:30 a.m.
• Thursday Prayer & Bible Study - 6 p.m.

McCONNELL UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
211 Hulbert Rd. P.O. Box 97, 

McConnell, IL  61050
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/mcconnellumc
Email: info@McConnellUMC.org 
“Like” us on Facebook
Pastor Rev. Doug Carroll (815) 541-3159
• Sunday Worship – 9:30 a.m.
• KidZone: 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 
     1st & 3rd Thursday - monthly
* We are handicapped accessible

SALEM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
8491 West Salem Road, Lena, IL  61048

(Turn on Salem Road at Eleroy Rest Stop)
(815) 369-4511

Pastor Christopher Ham
• Sunday Worship – 10:00 a.m.

SCHAPVILLE ZION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

635 East Schapville Road, Elizabeth, IL 
61028

Pastor Dottie Morizzo  
 (815) 845-2272  
 Cell (815) 238-0670
www.schapvillezion.org
• Sunday Worship Service – 10:00 a.m.
• Sunday School – 10:00 a.m.
• Bible Study Classes Available

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
536 E. Schapville Road, 
Scales Mound, IL  61054

Church number (815) 845-2061
Rev. James Mehltretter
Website: www.shepherdofhill.com
• Sunday Worship – 8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
• Sunday School (Sept. – May) – 8:45 a.m.
• Holy Communion is celebrated weekly.

ST. ANN CATHOLIC CHURCH
608 East Railroad, Warren, IL  61087

Father Skrobutt (815) 745-2312
• Sunday Mass – 8:00 a.m.
• Reconciliation Sunday – 7:30 - 7:50 a.m.

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod

625 Country Lane Drive, Lena, IL  61048
Rev. Rick Bader (815) 369-4035
• Saturday Evening Worship – 5:30 p.m.
• Sunday Worship – 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
• Blast Program at 9:00 a.m.
• High School & Adult Sunday School at 
9:15 a.m.

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America

229 S. First St., Pearl City, IL 61062
www.stjohnspearlcity.org

815-443-2215
• Sunday Morning Worship – 9:00 a.m.
• Christian Education for all Ages - 10:15 a.m.
Handicapped Accessible

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

8315 S. Massbach Road, Elizabeth, IL  61028
Pastor David Russell
Church: 815-589-3367
• Sunday Worship – 10:00 a.m.

“Celebrating 165 Years of Faith”

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH
105 West Webster, Apple River, IL  61001

Father Skrobutt (815) 745-2312
• Saturday Mass – 6:00 p.m.
• Reconciliation Saturday – 5:30 – 5:50 p.m.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH
410 West Lena Street, Lena, IL  61048
Father Skrobutt (815) 369-2810
• Saturday Mass – 4:00 p.m.
• Sunday Mass – 10:00 a.m.
• Reconciliation Saturday – 3:30 – 3:50 p.m.

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH - 
KENT

The Little Church with a Big Heart
1334 Sunnyside Road, Kent, IL 61044

1/2 mile north on Kent Road
• Sunday Worship – 9:30 a.m.
• Holy Communion every Sunday
• Women Meet at 9 a.m. on the 2nd Sunday
• Chair Lift to Sanctuary

WARREN UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

Corner of Water & Jefferson St., Warren, IL
Pastor Roger Bronkema (815) 291-6261
email: rbronkema18@gmail.com
• Sunday Worship – 9:30 a.m.
• Adult Sunday School before Worship
• Children Sunday School - During the 
service
Communion Every First Sunday
* Handicapped Accessible

WESLEY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

Corner of Hudson & Benton St., 
Stockton, IL  61085

Pastor Doug Carroll (815) 541-3159
• Sunday Worship – 11 a.m.
• Adult Bible Studies Available
• Communion Every 1st Sunday
• First Sunday potluck following church 
services.
Find us on website StocktonWUMC.org
or Facebook-Stockton Wesley United 
Methodist Church
* Handicapped Accessible

WILLOW UNITED METHODIST
6522 S. Willow Road, Stockton, IL 61085

Pastor Cheryl Carroll (815) 541-7020
• Weekly Sunday Worship – 9:30 a.m.
 with community fellowship following
• Sunday School – 11 a.m.
 www.willowfolkfestival.com

WINSLOW GRACE BIBLE CHURCH
197 Carver Street, Winslow, IL  61089

Pastor Robert Patin (815) 230-1862
608-669-5770
• Sunday Worship – 10:45 a.m.
• Sunday School – 9:45 a.m.

YELLOW CREEK CHURCH OF THE 
BRETHREN

12602 W. Dublin Road, Pearl City, IL
Pastor Ellis Boughton • 815-864-2049
Email: ellis.boughton@live.com
• Sunday Services – 10:00 a.m.
• Sunday School – 9:15 a.m.
 (when available)

ZION COMMUNITY CHURCH
10100 W. Sabin Church Rd., 

Pearl City, IL 61062
Pastor Wayne Fischer • 815-266-6260
Pastor Chip Sohl • 815-541-1425
• Sunday Worship Service – 9:00 a.m.
• Children’s Church - during church service
• Prayer Shawl Knitting Tuesday at 6:30 
p.m.
• Bible Study Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

430989
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WINDOWS Including EGRESS
SIDING • DOORS 

Lifetime Warranty • Professionally Trained Installers
Not only do we stand
behind our windows,
we stand on them!
Local Owner 
Scott Williamson

Call Today For Your
FREE ESTIMATE

815-395-1333
6010 Forest Hills Rd, 
Rockford, IL

www.windowworldrockford.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00 am-5:00 pm; Sat 9:00 am-Noon

America’s Largest
Home Improvement

Company
• Locally Owned & Operated

• Professional & Insured Crews

• True Lifetime Warranties,
   Guaranteed Forever!

• Serving Northern Illinois
  for more than 15 years

Se Habla Espanol

*SEE OUR WEBSITE OR A TEAM MEMBER FOR DETAILS

0% FINANCING
OPTIONS
AVAILABLE*

415230

• Strongest Structure in the Industry

• DreamMaker 3D Design Software

• We Manufacture & Construct Our Product

•                        Lifetime Steel Warranty

• Featuring                 Doors

• Builders Risk & Full Insurance

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION
DAYS SALE!

800-373-5550 
ClearyBuilding.com

Stop in or contact us for a FREE consultation. 
Why Choose CLEARY?

MARCH 16-17 • 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.    
MARCH 18 • 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Celebrating the 
Start of Our 46th  
Year in Business! STOP IN & SAVE!

JOIN US FOR OUR...

43
34

57

Oregon, IL
1010 Pines Road

(State Hwy. 2)

815-732-9101

A warm barn on a cold night
Is there anything as comfy, 

cozy and wonderful to a 
dairy farmer as the sounds 
and smells of a contented 
herd of cows lying in a bed 
of straw in a nice warm barn 
on a frigid winter night? We 
had a couple of cold nights 
last week and it reminded 
me of this.  When we were 
growing up on the farm in 
Wisconsin there were some 
pretty frigid nights. On those 
winter nights when we knew 
it was going to be down in 
the single digits or colder, 
we would throw down a few 
extra bales of straw from the 
haymow and stack them up 
inside the barn against the 
outside doors to keep the 
cold out.  In the morning 
those straw bales stacked 
around the doors would 
have a nice layer of frost on 
them, but the worst of the 
cold air had stayed outside. 
With ninety-six cows all 
throwing off a great deal of 
body heat, the barn stayed 
nice and warm even though 
the wind blew, and the temps 
dropped lower and lower 
throughout the night.  In the 

morning when we stepped 
inside the barn, we were 
greeted with the sounds of 
contented animals chewing 
their cuds with steam exiting 
their nostrils as they breathed 
in rhythm with each other.  
Sometimes nearly every cow 
would be lying down in their 
stanchions which was quite 
an impressive sight as well.  

Cows are really very social 
animals who love to be with 
other cows and people too.  A 
good dairy farmer becomes 
almost one with the herd, 
caring for them and looking 
after their needs with a real 
sense of protection and 
concern. It’s funny how the 
herd knows exactly when a 
stranger comes around.  They 
get a little restless and uneasy 
until they get to know the 
person and feel safe.  Dairy 

farmers are conscientious 
about their animals partly 
because it is their livelihood, 
but also because there is an 
innate sense of protection 
that he has for his animals.  

I was watching the cable 
program called, The Amazing 
Dr. Pol, the other day.  He has 
a veterinarian practice and 
animal health clinic over in 
Michigan and they have been 
making a television program 
about his practice for several 
years.  I love watching the 

show and seeing how much 
affection these animal owners 
have for their sick pets and 
farm animals. Dr. Pol always 
seems to know just what to 
do to get those animals up 
and healthy again.  I’m sure 
they edit out the times when 
the animals don’t make it as 
that wouldn’t make for very 
good television. It is pretty 
amazing how much love 
and responsibility people 
show for their animals. Our 
youngest daughter has always 

been especially fond of every 
living creature she ever saw.  
One of our favorite father-
daughter times was when I 
would take her to a pet store, 
which was often, and we 
would just walk around and 
see all the different kinds 
of pets there were.  We did 
this for years, all the way up 
until she was grown up.  We 
usually came home with a 
new gerbil, bunny, fish or 
something. I had a hard time 
saying no to my baby girl. 

In Proverbs 27:23 we read; 
know well the condition 
of your flocks and give 
attention to your herds. God 
gave man dominion over the 
animals to treat them well 
and help the animal become 
useful to man.  Whether they 
are a pet bringing joy and 
companionship or livestock 
providing food and clothing 
for our needs, our job is to 
care for them and give them 
a good life as best we can.  
Until next week, God bless.   

Opinion

By
Scott
cernek 
Columnist

Weekly connection

Stephenson County Fair 
announces 2023 dates 

 The Stephenson County 
Fair Association is excited to 
bring the fair to Freeport on 
July 25 through 29, 2023. The 
Grandstand events will be 
Midwest Summer National-
Tractor Pulls on Tuesday and 
Wednesday. Youth and Fami-
ly Night with Scrambles and 
Tough Trucks is on Thursday. 
Friday night is Bulls and Bar-
rels and the Demolition Derby 

is on Saturday.
 Visit the fair website and 

Facebook for announcements 
and more details. Vendor ap-
plications, community en-
tertainment and involvement 
from all of the Stephenson 
County Organizations are 
currently being accepted. For 
more information, go to ste-
phensoncountyfair.org or call 
the office at 815-235-2918.
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“Get Involved, Without Getting Involved”
Stephenson County Crime Stop, Inc. est. 1981

Crime Stop Works!
IN STEPHENSON COUNTY

call 815-235-7867 (STOP)

download our app
www.sccrimestop.com @sccrimestop
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Missing Tooth/Teeth? Loose Dentures? We Can Help!

Dental Implants

FREE CONSULTATION
Call today to find
out how we can

help improve
your smile!

815-947-3700 www.stocktondental.com
Dr. Stephen F. Petras, DMD

120 W. Front Ave., Stockton, IL 61085
433364A licensed Illinois General Dentist

1013 16th Avenue
Monroe, WI

608-325-4464
Hours:  M-T 10-5; F 10-6, Sat  10-4

Large assortment of

433496

shoes
For men and women

sonya williamson photo Rock Valley Publishing

Spreading community appreciation
 Gracie Kruse and Jaycie Ernst had the idea to bake some cupcakes for the hard-working lineman who 
were working to get all the power restored for the community.  Great job, Gracie and Jaycie!

Around the 
Northern Hills
Rules of the Road 
trucking seminars 

 Mark your calendars!  The 
Jo Daviess County Farm Bu-
reau will be hosting one of 
IFB’s “Rules of the Road 
Trucking Seminars.”  This 
seminar will cover recent 
changes, as well as some of 
the more established but still 
misunderstood rules.  Top-
ics will include the USDOT 
number, UCR registration, 
Entry Level Driver Training, 
and driver’s license classifi-
cations, to name a few.  The 
meeting will take place on 
Wednesday, March 15 at 10 
a.m. at the Elizabeth Commu-
nity Building.  This meeting, 
and all the meetings across 
the state, are free to farm bu-
reau members, but advanced 
registration is required.  To 
sign up, call our office at 
815.858.2235 or email jdcfb-
mgr@gmail.com and we will 
add you to the list.

Ag in the Classroom 
fundraiser

Want home cooked meals, 
but short on time?  I’ve got the 
perfect solution for you!  Take 
part in the Ag in the Class-
room Freezer Meal Fund-
raiser.  You will get 10 meals 
frozen for you and ready to re-
heat.  Each meal feeds three to 
five people.  The cost is $180 
for the set.  

The 10 meals include:
Pulled Pork
BBQ Pulled Chicken
Hickory Smoked Pork Loin
Teriyaki Chicken
Smoked Pork Chop Sand-

wiches
Chicken Bacon Ranch Pas-

ta
Pulled Pork Mac & Cheese
Cowboy Casserole
Chicken & Biscuits

Lasagna
 Orders are due to our office 

by March 13.  Pick-up is set 
for April 5 from 3:30 p.m. to 
5:30 p.m.  To place your or-
der, stop in our office or to 
to our website at www.joda-
viesscfb.com and click on the 
order form on the home page.

Gently used farm toys 
requested

 We need to replenish our 
farm toys used at Farm Fun 
Days this summer and thought 
who better to ask than our 
members.  If you have gently 
used farm toys that are no lon-
ger being used, we would love 
to put them to good use.  We 
would rather bring new life to 
old toys than buy new.  If you 
can help us out, please drop 
them off at our office.  Thank 
you in advance.

Scholarships available 
Applications are now avail-

able for nurse practitioner 
scholarships through the Il-
linois Farm Bureau Rural 
Nurse Practitioner Scholar-
ship program.  There will be 
f15 scholarships worth $4,000 
each.   The scholarship pro-
gram helps encourage and 
develop a pool of rural health 
practitioners to help meet the 
health care needs in rural Il-
linois.  Students who receive 
the scholarship agree to prac-
tice for two years in an ap-
proved rural area in Illinois.  
To be eligible, students must 
be Illinois residents and be a 
registered nurse accepted in 
an accredited Nurse Practi-
tioner Program.  Applications 
are available at www.rimsap.
com and are due May 1.

Farm Fun Fact
 John Deere invented the 

first self-scouring plow in 
1837.

SOS+ begins its 19th year 
 On Thursday, March 9, 

Senior Outreach of Stock-
ton and surrounding areas 
(SOS+) will gather at Cal-
vary UM Fellowship Hall 
for the beginning of its 19th 
year of bringing entertaining 
and educational programs 
to our seniors. The year will 
be filled with musical talents 
and educational programs 
from local areas and areas 
nearby.

 The year kicks off with an 
educational program by Jim 
Vaupel, a veteran from Stock-
ton, as he shares his knowl-
edge of the history behind the 
making of the Star-Spangled 
Banner. Jim will also share 
what the American Legion 
is all about and his own per-
sonal experiences serving our 
country in time of war.

 The program will be held 
at Stockton’s Calvary UM 

Fellowship Hall, 315 W. Ma-
ple at 2 p.m.  Refreshments 
will be served by the seniors 
following the meeting.  All 
seniors are welcome. There 
is no cost to join, but a free 
will offering is taken at each 
meeting which helps provide 
interesting and education-
al programs throughout the 
year. 

 The SOS+ is always look-
ing for volunteers to help 

reach out to local seniors.  
If interested in joining the 
planning committee team, 
sharing a talent or offering 
suggestions for upcoming 
programs, please call Mary 
Feltmeyer at 815-297-5425, 
Nancy Rice at 815-275-0303 
or Shirley Toepfer at 815-
947-3639. Seniors in need 
of a ride to the programs can 
also contact the numbers list-
ed above.

By
AnnEttE
EGGERS 
Jo Daviess 
County Farm 
Bureau

LocaL news on-Line
rvpnews.

com
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Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 02/21/23. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-
issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per 
depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please 
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to 
availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest 
rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can 
lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal 
may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution 
of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are 
issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the 
Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

1-year

4.80%
APY*

2-year

4.70%
APY*

3-year

4.50%
APY*

433365

433493

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

ACCIDENTS HAPPEN!
Let us take the worry out of having your vehicle repaired.

Illinois Farm Bureau 
to host ‘Rules for the 

Road’ seminar
 Illinois Farm Bureau will host a series of two-

hour programs focusing on transportation laws and 
regulations as they pertain to the agricultural industry. 
Jo Daviess County Farm Bureau will host one of 
the sessions on March 15 at 10 a.m. at the Elizabeth 
Community Building.

 The Rules for the Road seminar will cover recent 
changes, as well as some of the more established but still 
misunderstood rules. Topics will include the USDOT 
Number, UCR registration, Entry Level Driver Training, 
and driver’s license classifications, to name a few. 
In addition, one of the events will also be broadcast 
virtually on March 1 at 6 p.m. 

 “These presentations take a closer look at the rules 
and provide an opportunity for farmers to ask ag-
related trucking questions that they can’t seem to find 
clear answers for,” said Rodney Knittel, IFB Assistant 
Director of Transportation and Infrastructure.  Knittel 
specializes in farm transportation issues and will lead the 
seminar series and will be joined by Illinois enforcement 
agencies.  

 Rules for the Road seminars are open to all Illinois 
Farm Bureau members. Attendance is free, courtesy 
of Jo Daviess County Farm Bureau and Illinois Farm 
Bureau, but advance registration is required. Please call 
the Jo Daviess County Farm Bureau to reserve a place at 
the seminar by March 10.  For more information, contact 
the Jo Daviess County Farm Bureau.

Winter reading with JDCF continues
 The Jo Daviess Conservation 

Foundation (JDCF) extends an invitation 
to join their book club, Conservation 
Conversation, for a free series of weekly 
Zoom discussions.  Starting March 1, the 
group begin with the second book in a 
three-book series, An Indigenous Peoples’ 
History of the U.S., facilitated by Andrew 
Townsend. Attendees may join in for any 
or all of the four weekly discussions.

 This book club continues to look 
into the relationship of the Indigenous 
People of the Americas with their natural 
environment, and the changes that came 
with European contact and settlement. 
Each session will focus on pre-determined 
chapters so that readers are able to read 
along during the month and come prepared 
with questions and comments. There is 

no fee to participate, but books are not 
provided. Audio versions of each book are 
available. A limited number of books will 
be furnished for those unable to purchase. 
Please contact JDCF for details.

 The second book in the series is 
An Indigenous People’s History of the 
United States by Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz. 
This book takes a deep look into the 
relationships between the early settlers 
- then United States citizens and their 
governments, and the Indigenous peoples 
and their Nation’s governments.  Sessions 
for this book will begin at 6:30 p.m. each 
Wednesday evening in March and will 
be approximately one hour in length. 
Discussion of the introduction and chapters 
on through three will take place in the first 
session on March 1.

Illinois dairy farmers focus on 
margins, dietary guidelines
By Daniel Grant  
FarmWeek

 Maintaining profitabil-
ity in the dairy industry is 
one of the top priorities for 
the Illinois Milk Producers 
Association (IMPA) every 
year, and particularly for 
2023. That’s due to a con-
cerning combination of po-
tentially lower milk prices 
paired with higher input 
costs ahead, according to 
Tasha Bunting, Illinois Farm 
Bureau associate director of 
commodities and livestock 
programs who also serves as 
IMPA manager.

 She outlined IMPA’s pri-
orities for this year on Feb. 
1 at the Illinois Dairy Sum-
mit in St. Rose. “Milk prices 
throughout 2022 remained 
pretty strong but, from what 
we’re hearing, they probably 
won’t stay quite as strong in 
2023,” Bunting said. “With 
rising input costs, feed costs 
and everything else associ-

ated with dairy production, 
we need to help farmers find 
ways to keep them profitable 
and in business.”

 USDA’s world ag supply 
and demand estimates re-
leased last month project the 
all-milk price could decline 
from an average of $25.55 
per hundredweight in 2022 
to $21.60 this year. The 
average price estimates in 
2023 for Class III ($18.85) 
and Class IV milk ($19.25) 
are also down from last year. 
“The Dairy Summit gives 
farmers ways (they can con-
nect with industry experts 
and fellow farmers) so they 
can make changes that will 
directly impact the profit-
ability on their farm,” Bun-
ting said.

 “We brought back a farm-
er panel (at the Feb. 1 event) 
to talk about how to imple-
ment cover crops either on 
the grain operation side or 
including the feeding oper-

ation for dairy cows.” But, 
even after a good year in 
2022, the number of dairy 
farms in the state continues 
to decline while the aver-
age age of dairy farmers in 
Illinois continues to creep 
higher, Bunting noted. “We 
are still continuing to lose 
a number of dairy farms in 
Illinois,” the IMPA manager 
said. “The cow numbers re-
main relatively stable.”

 USDA’s Jan. 30 cattle 
inventory report pegged the 
number of milk cows in Il-
linois at 79,000 as of Jan. 
1, down 2percent from last 
year.

Two other IMPA priori-
ties this year revolve around 
policy. There could be a lot 
of different things impacting 
dairy producers from farm 
bill discussions to a dietary 
guidelines committee about 
to start meeting,” Bunting 
said. “It can really impact 
the way dairy is represented 

in a lot of our schools and in-
stitutional food programs.”

 USDA dietary guide-
lines currently encourage 
most Americans to consume 
three servings of dairy per 
day. Dairy contains key nu-
trients including vitamin 
D, calcium and potassium. 
“It seems there’s interest 
(from the new committee) 
in maintaining the dietary 
guidelines. It looks so far to 
be moving in a positive di-
rection (for dairy),” Bunting 
said. “We want to make sure 
dairy stays on the table.”

 Looking ahead, IMPA 
leaders and members will 
participate this spring in the 
Illinois Ag Legislative Day, 
during which they will share 
dairy facts and information 
with legislators. IMPA will 
also host its annual Dairy 
Tech Tour this summer, al-
though the date and location 
are undetermined at this 
point.

‘Equitable restrooms’ bill advances in House
Bill calls 
for setting 
standards for 
multi-occupant, 
all-gender 
facilities
By Peter Hancock
Capitol NeWs illiNois

 A bill that would allow 
restaurants, hotels, and oth-
er public places to designate 
“all-gender multiple-occu-
pancy” restrooms passed 
out of a House committee 
Feb. 22, sending it to the 
full House for consideration. 
House Bill 1286, sponsored 
by Rep. Katie Stuart, D-Ed-
wardsville, is similar to one 
that passed through the House 
in 2021 but died in the Sen-
ate.

“So it just creates the op-
portunity for places, busi-
nesses, universities, you 
name it, to create a multi-stall 
gender-neutral restroom, if 
they so choose,” Stuart said 
during the hearing. “And it 
lays out requirements for 
what is in that facility.”

 In 2019, the General As-
sembly passed the Equitable 
Restrooms Act, which iden-
tified all single-occupancy 
restrooms in public places 
as gender-neutral and des-
ignated them for use by no 
more than one person at a 
time, or for family or assist-
ed use. But there is currently 
no law in Illinois authorizing 
multi-occupancy restrooms 
to be gender-neutral. The text 

of the bill states its purpose 
is “to promote the privacy, 
safety, and gender inclusiv-
ity of all Illinois residents 
and visitors,” and that the 
measure should be “liberal-
ly construed” to carry out its 
purpose.

 It would require that such 
restrooms be clearly marked 
at their entrance with “inclu-
sive signage” that does not in-
dicate any specific gender. It 
would also require that each 
toilet stall be separated by di-
viders and a functioning lock 
mechanism on the door.

Urinals, if present, also 
would have to be separated 
by partitions.

 The bill also provides 
that any multi-occupancy re-
stroom could be converted to 
an all-gender restroom. But 
if another multi-occupancy 
restroom that is designated 
for a specific gender is lo-
cated adjacent to or near the 
all-gender restroom, both 
would have to be designated 
as all-gender facilities. Ad-

ditionally, the bill would set 
out more specific standards 
for multi-occupant all-gen-
der facilities that are part of 
a newly constructed building 
or one resulting from major 
renovations of a building.

 The bill would require the 
Illinois Department of Public 
Health to adopt administra-
tive rules to implement the 
new standards. Rep. Charlie 
Meier, R-Okawville, said the 
bill’s requirements could im-
pose significant costs on the 
owners of large arenas where 
plumbing fixtures are already 
in place.

 But Stuart said those fa-
cilities would be under no 
obligation to convert their 
existing restrooms to all-gen-
der facilities. She said the bill 
would only allow them to do 
so if they choose. The bill 
passed out of the House Hu-
man Services Committee on a 
party-line vote of 6-3. It now 
goes back to the full House 
where it could come up at any 
time for final vote.
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Gill’s Freeport Disposal now sole 
subcontractor for waste hauling

 After a contract buy-out, Gill’s Freeport 
Disposal is now the sole subcontractor of 
residential waste hauling within Freeport.  In 
early 2023, Moring Disposal Inc. decided to 
sell certain assets, including its contracted 
portion of the City of Freeport Waste Hauling 
Contract to Allied Waste Transportation Inc. 
(also known as Republic Services). Within 
the City of Freeport contract, there is a 
provision for Gill’s Disposal to buy-out or 
match any sale Moring enters into. On Feb. 
17, 2023, Gills Disposal exercised that right 
and bought out Moring Disposal’s portion of 

the City of Freeport Waste Hauling Contract.  
Current refuse rates in the contract will stay 
the same. Former Moring customers may 
temporarily experience time-of-day delays as 
Gill’s drivers learn new routes, but schedules 
will remain the same.  

 In addition to residential waste hauling, 
Gill’s Freeport Disposal also purchased 
the rights to operate the Freeport Transfer 
Station.  For more information about Gill’s 
Freeport Disposal, please visit https://www.
gillsfreeportdisposal.com/ or call 815-233-
5644. 

McCombie to provide free 
museum pass to constituents

February Northwest Illinois Daily Drawing winners 
 The Northwest Illinois Dai-

ly (a cooperative fundraiser) an-
nounces its February winners.  
The Daily Drawing is a drawing 
for 365 daily cash prizes from 
Oct. 1, 2022, to Sept. 30, 2023, 
to those donating for a ticket. 
Over $21,000 is paid out to tick-
et holders during the drawing 
year. Cash prizes vary between 
$50 and $250. A ticket may win 

multiple times as each ticket re-
mains in the drawing each day 
for the entire year, no matter 
how often it may be drawn.  

$50 – Sue Milligan, Bloom-
ington

$150 – Michaela Kuzniar
$50 – Joe Blair
$50 – Lorie Wright
$50 – Connie Travis
$50 – Colin Sweeney

$50 – Tabria Thomas
$50 – Brittney Demeter
$50 – Jeri Strohecker
$50 – Joey Delaney
$50 – Donna D’Amico
$50 – Mackenzie Knautz
$50 – James Ertmer
$150 – Lisa Walters
$50 – Amy Cornwell
$50 – Allen Hendren
$50 – Layne Bidlingmaier

$50 – Kimberly Folks
$50 – Terry Carroll
$150 – Emma Kempel
$50 – Tami Alcorn
$50 – Sue Grommes
$50 – Patti Roberts
$50 – Ashley Carroll
$50 – Nikki Keltner
$50 – Sheri Grindey
$50 – Rick Gile
$50 – Jane Busch

 State Representative Tony 
McCombie announced that her 
office will make a free ‘Con-
stituent Education Resource 
Card’ available to residents 
wishing to visit select muse-
ums and zoos in the Chicago-
land area.  Rep. McCombie’s 
office has a museum pass to 
use for free admission for se-
lect Chicagoland locations. 
Any resident of the 89th Dis-
trict can reserve the Constitu-
ent Education Resource Card 
on a first come first serve basis 
to visit any of the following 
museums in 2023:

Adler Planetarium
The Art Institute of Chicago
Brookfield Zoo
Chicago Botanic Garden
Chicago Children’s Muse-

um
Chicago History Museum
Dusable Museum of African 

American History

The Field Museum
Lincoln Park Zoo
Museum of Contemporary 

Art
Museum of Science and In-

dustry
National Museum of Mexi-

can Art
National Museum of Puerto 

Rican Arts & Culture
Peggy Notebaert Nature 

Museum
John G. Shedd Aquarium
 The pass is provided to 

Rep. McCombie’s office by 
the Museums in the Park Or-
ganization. Only one group of 
up to four can reserve the pass 
at a time. The pass must be 
picked up and brought back to 
the district office. Constituents 
need to call for an appointment 
to come to the district office to 
pick up the pass before visiting 
the museums.  

It is strongly recommend-

ed that families utilizing the 
card contact the museum they 
plan to visit to learn if pre-reg-
istration is required to visit. 
Please contact Rep. McCom-
bie’s office at 815-291-8989 
or at mccombie@ilhousegop.
org and provide a name and 
address along with the request-
ed dates (can be used for up to 
three days in row) to reserve 
the Constituent Education Re-
source Card for your use.
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A BIG “THANK YOU”
to those readers who have sent a donation to help 

underwrite The Scoop Today and Shopper’s Guide. For those 
of you who haven’t done so in the past year, but enjoy this 
newspaper and would like to help us pay for its operation,  

please send a donation in any amount to:

240 W. Main Street, Suite B • Lena, IL • 61048
IF YOU THINK YOUR NEWSPAPER IS WORTH

50¢ an issue, it would be $26.00; 75¢ an issue - $39.00 
or $1 an issue - $52.00

You won’t get a tote bag, T-shirt, coffee mug or CD of Lawrence Welk’s
Greatest Hits. But you will get the satisfaction of knowing that you have

helped to support your favorite newspaper.

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

Phone______________________________

__ Please keep my
     paper coming:
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the Scoop Today
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From Lena’s Kitchen

Last week I wrote that 
ugly winter popped up and 
as I write this column even 
uglier weather has popped 
up. The ice is horrible. It has 
wrecked trees and landscap-
ing; power was off for hours 
in some places, and everyone 
was  stuck in a rut! I hope 
that this last splurge of winter 
is really our last. I wasn’t sure 
I would even get this column 
out. If you are reading it, the 
internet is finally up and run-
ning. 

Cranberry and Bacon 
Swiss Cheese Dip 
 You can make this cheesy 

appetizer ahead and bake it 
right before serving. It is a 
recipe from a friend in Min-
nesota.

2/3 C. mayonnaise 
1/3 C. chive and onion 

cream cheese 
1 T stone-ground mustard 
1/4 t. garlic pepper blend 
3 C. shredded Swiss cheese 
1 pkg. (10 oz.) frozen 

chopped onions, thawed and 
patted dry  

8 pieces bacon, cooked and 
chopped into small pieces 

1/2 C almonds, sliced 
1/3 C dried cranberries, 

chopped  
Baguettes toasted, melba 

rounds 
 Preheat the oven to 325. 

In a large bowl, combine the 
mayo, cream cheese, mustard, 
and garlic pepper. Add  the 
Swiss cheese and mix well. 
Stir in onions, bacon, 4 C. 
almonds and cranberries. 
Spread into a greased 2  qt. 
baking dish. Sprinkle with 
remaining almonds. Place on 
a baking sheet. Bake, uncov-
ered, until bubbly, 35  to 30 
minutes. Serve warm. 

Honey Glazed 
Carrots 

 These carrots are a deli-
cious side for any meal. You 
can save the recipe for Eas-
ter because they would go 
well  with a ham dinner. 

1 lb. carrots, trimmed and 
peeled  
1/4 C. dry sherry or chick-

en stock  
1/4 C. honey 
2T unsalted butter 
2T firmly packed brown 

sugar 2 T. fresh rosemary, 
chopped 

1 T. sherry vinegar or white 
wine vinegar  

2 t. salt 
2 t. pepper 

 In a large skillet, cook 
carrots, sherry, honey, but-
ter, brown sugar, chopped 
rosemary, vinegar, salt, and 
pepper  covered over medi-
um heat, stirring occasionally 
until carrots are almost ten-
der, about 20 minutes. Uncov-
er and cook until carrots are 
tender, and liquid is syrupy, 
about 10 minutes. 

Stuffed Pasta Shells 
 If you are looking for an 

easy meatless meal, these 
delicious pasta shells are 
creamy and filling. There are 
not  many ingredients, so that 
means not a lot of dishes. 

4 C. shredded mozzarella 
cheese  

1 carton (15 oz.) ricotta 
cheese 

1 pkg. (10 oz.) frozen spin-
ach, thawed and squeezed 
dry  

1 pkg. (12 oz.) jumbo pasta 
shells, cooked and drained  

3 ½ cups spaghetti sauce 
Grated Parmesan cheese 
 Preheat the oven to 350. 

Combine cheese and spinach, 
stuff into shells. Arrange in a 
greased 9 x 13 baking  dish. 
Pour spaghetti sauce over the 
shells. Cover and bake un-
til heated through, about 30 
minutes. Sprinkle  with par-
mesan cheese before serving. 

Buttermilk 
Mushroom Pork 

Chops 
 This recipe is one that I 

tried on one of the snowy 
days. I had pork shops in the 
freezer and some buttermilk, 
so I put it all together. It was 
a great meal. I shared it with 
a friend, and she liked it too. 
A different way to cook pork 
chops is this pretty easy to 
make main meal. 

1/4 C. flour 
1 t. salt, divided 2 t. pep-

per 
1/2 t. paprika 
6 pork loin chops, bone-

less  2 T oil 
1 T butter 
1 lb. fresh mushrooms, 

quartered  

1/2 C. chicken broth 
1 T minced fresh basil 
1 can cream of mushroom 

soup  
1 C. buttermilk 
Cooked egg noodles 
 In a shallow bowl, mix 

the flour, salt, pepper, and 
paprika. Add pork chops, 
one at a time and toss to 
coat. Shake off excess. In 
a large skillet, heat oil over 
medium-high heat; brown 
pork chops in batches. 
Transfer  meat and drippings 
to a 4 qt. slow cooker. In 
the same skillet, heat but-
ter over medium heat. Add 
mushrooms.  Cook and stir 
until tender, 6 to 8 minutes. 
Add broth, stirring to loosen 
browned bits from pan. Pour 
mushroom  mixture over the 
chops; sprinkle with basil. 

 Cook, covered, on low 
until meat is tender, 3 to 4 
hours. Whisk together in 
a bowl, soup, buttermilk, 
and  remaining salt; pour 
over pork chops. Cook, 
covered, 30 minutes longer. 
Stir before serving. Serve 
over  noodles; sprinkle with 
parsley before serving. 

Garlic Bread Tuna 
Melts 

 If you need a Friday supper 
(or lunch), these tuna melts 
will be a good thing to serve. 
However, if you don’t want 
to make tuna melts but really 
like them, Andrea Magee at 
Coach’s Bar and Grill makes 
really good ones. 

¼ cup butter, cubed 
3 garlic cloves, minced 
4 French rolls or hoagie 

bunts, split 
2 can (one 12 oz. one 5 oz.) 

albacore white tuna in water, 
drained and flaked  

1/4 C. mayonnaise 
1 1/4 t. dill weed, divided  
8 slices cheddar cheese  
8 slices tomato 
 Preheat the broiler. In the 

microwave, melt butter with 
garlic. Place rolls on a baking 
sheet, cut side up, brush with 
butter mixture. Broil 2 to 3 
minutes under broiler (about 
3 inches from broiler). In a 

small bowl, mix tuna,  mayo 
and 1 t. dill. Layer roll bot-
toms with tuna mixture and 
cheese. Broil until cheese is 
melted, about 2 minutes. Top 
with tomato and sprinkle with 
remaining dill. Replace tops 
and serve immediately. 

Coffee and Cream 
Blondies 

 These bars have the unique 
taste of coffee and toffee. The 
espresso powder provides the 
coffee and the brown  sugar 
makes a toffee like cook-
ie. The cream cheese swirl 
makes a delicious compli-
ment to this great bar. 

1 T. warm water 
2 t. instant espresso pow-

der  2 C. flour 
2 ½ t. baking powder  
1 t. salt 
1 C. unsalted butter, melt-

ed 
1 C. firmly packed light 

brown sugar  
1/2 C. sugar 
1 ¼ t. vanilla, divided 
2 eggs, room temperature 
1 C. pecans, toasted and 

chopped  
2 oz. cream cheese, soft-

ened 
2 T. heavy whipping 

cream, room temperature  
1/4 C. powdered sugar 
 Preheat the oven to 350. 

Spray a 9-inch square bak-
ing pan with cooking spray. 
Line pan with parchment 
paper,  letting excess ex-
tend over sides of pan. In a 
small bowl, stir together 1 
T. warm water and espresso 
powder  until dissolved. In 
a medium bowl, whisk to-
gether flour, baking powder, 
and salt. In a large bowl, 
whisk  together espresso 
mixture, melted butter, brown 
sugar, sugar and 1 t. vanilla 
until smooth. Whisk in eggs, 
one at a time, until well com-

bined. Stir flour mixture into 
butter mixture just until dry 
ingredients are moistened. 
Stir in nuts. Spread batter 
into prepared pan. 

 In a medium bowl, whisk 
together the cream cheese, 
cream, remaining vanilla 
until smooth. Whisk in pow-
dered sugar until smooth. 
Drop mixture by teaspoon-
fuls onto batter; gently swirl 
together with the tip of 
a  knife. Bake until golden 
brown and a wooden pick 
inserted in the center comes 
out clean, 25 to 30 minutes, 
loosely covering with foil af-
ter 15 minutes to prevent ex-
cess browning. Let cool com-
pletely in pan on a wire  rack. 
Using excess parchment as 
handles, remove from pan 
and cut into 3-inch squares. 
Store in an airtight  contain-
er. 

The not so skinny cook

B&B Hillside Repair

Owners • Brent & Brock Kappes
9807 E. Binkley Rd. • Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-3297 Cell: 815-275-1184

BOLENS • TROY-BILT • LAWN BOY
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

Service
Our Services Include:

• All types of Automotive Repair 
- for cars, trucks and SUVs

• Lawn & Garden 
- all makes and models

Sales of Briggs & Stratton Generator
Sales of               products

425203

See Kitchen, Page 14
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Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE, rvpnews.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

392651

APRIL AUCTION - Accepting Consignments Now!

Stateline Consignment Auction
April 28-29, 2023 • Starting at 8:00 AM

101 E Murray Street, Browntown, WI 53522
Stateline Auctions Offi  ce (608) 439-5794

Mike Powers: (608) 214-5761 • Dan Powers Sr: (608) 214-3765
WE ARE LOOKING FOR QUALITY USED FARM EQUIPMENT 

Construction Equipment • Skid Steers • Attachments
 Hay & Forage Equipment • Planting & Tillage • Trucks • Trailers 

Lawn & Garden • Recreational Equipment and More!

ONSITE & ONLINE BIDDING
Visit Our Website at www.powersauction.com 

For More Details and Information!

April 21 - Last Day to Consign
April 28 - Stateline Auction—Day 1

                 Auction Starts at 8:00 AM

April 29 - Stateline Auction—Day 2
                 Auction Starts at 8:00 AM

Taking Consignments
now until April 21!

Call & Schedule
an Appointment!
Mike (608) 214-5761

No late consignments will be accepted

Powers Auction Service
110 E Murray St, Browntown WI 53522 

Office: 608-439-5760 - Email: @ .com
Website: www.powersauction.com - Facebook: Powers Auction Service 433342

Rock ValleyPublishing LLC

The Journal • The Herald • The Gazette • Tempo • The Shopper • The Clinton Topper
The Independent-Register • Belvidere Republican • The Scoop Today • The Shopper’s Guide

H Community News 
H Police Beat
H Local News

H Upcoming Events
H Church News

H Legals   H Auctions   H Classifieds

Weekly news 
including:

Your community in your hands!

Find local news online: rvpnews.com • indreg.com

428163

    your source for on-line news:

       RVPNEWS.COM
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Your “Main Street Chiropractors”
with over 40 years service to our community

• Palmer Graduates • Digital X-Ray
• BCBS Provider • Electronic Insurance Billing

Liles Chiropractic 
Clinic, Ltd.

Dr. Jared Liles  &  Dr. Jim Liles
238 W. Main St. • Lena

815-369-4974
M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Saturday by Appointment.

397192

Now proudly accepting United Healthcare
and Quartz insurance plans.

Getting Started with Meat Goat 
Production program offered

 Join University of Illinois Extension for the next 
topic in the “Livestock Production and Principles 
for Beginners Webinar Series.” Sarah Farley, Local 
Foods and Small Farms Extension Educator will 
discuss “Getting Started with Meat Goat Production” 
on Thursday, March 16 at 6 p.m. This program is 
being offered as a Zoom webinar and is at no cost to 
participants. Pre-registration is required by Wednesday, 
March 15, 2023, to receive the Zoom link. To register 
or for more information on the program please visit us 
online at go.illinois.edu/meatgoats or call our office at 
815-235-4125. 

 In this session, attendees will explore basic 
considerations for starting a meat goat enterprise. Topics 
include industry overview, meat goat selection, nutrition, 
herd health, housing and fencing, general management, 
and markets in Northern Illinois. As an introductory 
session, participants should leave with a general 
understanding of meat goat production and resources to 
get started.

 The last topic in the series is Farm Scale Manure 
Management with Jay Solomon on Thursday, April 13.  
This will begin at 6 p.m. and will be offered as a Zoom 
webinar.

 If in need a reasonable accommodation to attend this 
program, please call the office at 815-235-4125. Early 
requests are strongly encouraged to allow sufficient time 
to meet individual needs.

New Girl Scout cookie 
option debuting this year

 The new Girl Scout Cookie 
Raspberry Rally was available 
for shipping through local Girl 
Scouts’ Digital Cookie web-
sites until early this week. The 
thin, crispy cookie is a “sister” 
cookie to the beloved Thin 
Mints, infused with raspber-
ry flavor instead of mint and 
dipped in the same delicious 
chocolaty coating. Supplies are 
limited, so interested customers 
are encouraged to purchase at 
their earliest opportunity. 

 From Feb. 24 to March 19, 
Girl Scout Cookie custom-
ers can support the world’s 
strongest and youngest entre-
preneurs as they host cookie 
booths in creative ways. Girl 
Scouts, families, and troops can 
choose from a variety of cook-
ie booth options to connect 
with customers! Girl Scouts 
and troops can market virtual 
cookie booths where customers 

order cookies directly through 
a Girl Scout’s or troop’s cook-
ie business website and have 
cookies shipped to their homes. 
If Girl Scouts want to remain 
local and still connect in-per-
son with customers, families 
may host Cookie Stands at the 
end of their driveway or in their 
neighborhood. 

 Girl Scouts will also par-
ticipate in traditional, in-per-
son cookie booth sales held at 
community locations outside 
local businesses and stores. 
Beginning late last week, inter-
ested customers can visit www.
girlscoutsni.org/findcookies to 
find local cookie booths. 

 Don’t know a Girl Scout? 
Customers may visit www.
girlscoutsni.org/buycookies to 
purchase cookies directly or be 
connected local Girl Scout en-
trepreneurs looking for cookie 
customers.

Spring Centerpieces workshop offered
 Join Nikki Keltner, Univer-

sity of Illinois Extension Pro-
gram Coordinator, for “Spring 
Centerpieces” on Wednesday, 
April 5, 2023, at 6 p.m. at the 
Jo Daviess County Extension 
Office, 204 Vine St. Elizabeth, 
IL 61028. There will be a $25 
fee to attend this program and 
pre-registration is required as 
seating is limited. To register 
or for more information please 
call the Jo Daviess County 
Extension Office at 815-858-
2273 or register directly at go.
illinois.edu/SpringCenterpiec-
es.

 This hands-on workshop 
will walk you through the ba-
sics of cut flower arranging. 
Participants will use what they 
learn about flower arranging to 

create a spring themed center-
piece that they will take home 
with them. All of the materials 
needed will be provided.  This 
program is a part of the Spring 
Break Gardening Series. Oth-
er topics being covered in 
the series include “Starting 
Vegetable Seeds Successful-
ly”, “Growing Great Grapes”, 
“Rainwater Management with 
Native Plants”, and “Spring 
Invasive and Nuisance Plants”. 
More information about all of 
these programs can be received 
by calling us at 815-858-2273.

 If in need of reasonable ac-
commodations to participate 
in this program, please contact 
the Extension Office at (815)-
858-2273. Early requests are 
strongly encouraged. 423968

The Scoop and Shopper’s Guide

FREELANCE REPORTERS
AND PHOTOGRAPHERS

NEEDED
Rock Valley Publishing is seeking freelance 
reporters and photographers to produce 
local news and photos for your hometown 
newspaper. Weekly stories and photos 
needed for Jo Daviees and Stephenson 
Counties. Writing and reporting experience 
a plus. Work from home as an independent 
contractor with no in-office requirement.

PLEASE EMAIL RESUME TO:
scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com

House Dems’ cannabis working group 
will engage industry, equity advocates 

Group to consider cannabis oversight commission, other industry reforms
By Nika Schoonover
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Illinois House Democrats 
announced the formation of 
a cannabis working group 
Thursday that will aim to steer 
the burgeoning industry’s ex-
pansion in a business-friendly 
way while still satisfying the 
equity goals of the landmark 
2019 legalization law.  

The group is led by Rep. La 
Shawn Ford, D-Chicago, who 
has sponsored numerous can-
nabis-related bills and is an 
outspoken advocate for racial 
equity. 

The working group’s main 
priority, according to Ford, 
is to make sure individu-
als who have invested in the 
newly-created industry are 
successful. A part of that is 
to address the disproportion-
ate impact the war on drugs 
had on communities of color, 
particularly when it comes to 
cannabis-related arrests.  

According to the ACLU, 
Black people in Illinois were 
7.5 times more likely than 
white people to be arrested 
for cannabis-related offenses 
prior to the state’s decriminal-
ization of the drug in 2016. 

The same law that legal-
ized recreational cannabis 
use in 2019 also made indi-
viduals previously charged 
with  minor cannabis offenses 
eligible to have their records 
expunged. At the end of 2020, 
Gov. Pritzker announced 
492,129 cannabis-related con-
victions had been expunged 
and 9,219 low-level cannabis 
convictions had been par-
doned.

The recreational cannabis 
law was also designed to give 
“social equity” applicants – 
or those whose ownership 
consists of minorities, people 
with drug convictions or indi-
viduals hailing from dispro-
portionately impacted areas 
– easier access to new dispen-
sary licenses. 

“Our goal was to make sure 
that those communities that 

were hardest hit by the war 
on drugs actually were able 
to benefit from this industry 
by having the ability to open 
up in those communities and 
hire people from those com-
munities,” Ford said in an in-
terview. 

Ford was the sponsor of 
House Bill 1443 in the previ-
ous General Assembly, a mea-
sure that created 110 addition-
al “social equity” dispensary 
licenses beyond the initial 75 
created by the original legal-
ization law. 

Over 30 cannabis-related 
bills have already been filed 
in the current General Assem-
bly, which began in January, 
addressing areas including 
licensing, distribution of 
cannabis tax revenue and the 
expungement of past offens-
es. The working group will 
comb through these measures 
to more effectively address 
the industry’s most pertinent 
issues. 

Illinois recorded a re-
cord-high $1.5 billion of rec-
reational cannabis sales in 
Fiscal Year 2022, generating 
about $445 million in tax rev-
enue. Under law, 25 percent 
of the taxes collected from 
recreational cannabis sales 
are to go to economically dis-
tressed communities or those 
impacted by the war on drugs. 
In Fiscal Year 2022, about 
$115 million in tax revenue 
went to the state’s General 
Revenue Fund. 

Beyond an equity focus, 
Ford said the working group 
will also aim to make state 
policy more accommodating 
to the industry from a busi-
ness perspective. 

“We have to make sure that 
we legislate with the industry 
because they are the inves-
tors,” Ford said. “If we could 
empower the businesses, it’s 
going to mean more revenue, 
and we’re going to realize 
what we intended for the [can-
nabis legalization] law to do. 
And that is increase employ-

ment, develop communities, 
reduce crime in the state.”

Ford is joined on the work-
ing group by Assistant Ma-
jority Leader Marcus Evans, 
D-Chicago; Assistant Ma-
jority Leader Barbara Her-
nandez, D-Aurora; Assistant 
Majority Leader Bob Rita, 
D-Blue Island; Rep. Jennifer 
Gong-Gershowitz, D-Glen-
view; Rep. Sonya Harper, 
D-Chicago; and Rep. Bob 
Morgan, D-Deerfield.

They’ll work with other 
lawmakers, state agencies, 
businesses and associations 
that work directly with the 
cannabis industry. 

One of the involved organi-
zations is the Cannabis Busi-
ness Association of Illinois, a 
statewide trade association for 
cannabis businesses. 

The association’s legisla-
tive priorities include re-im-
plementing curbside pickup 
and drive-thru services after 
pandemic-era measures ex-
pired, decoupling Illinois’ 
cannabis tax code from the 
federal tax code, and extend-
ing the right to work in the 
medical cannabis industry for 
those who have previous can-
nabis-related convictions. 

“Currently, the recreation-
al statute allows individuals 
with previous drug convic-
tions to gain access to the 
cannabis industry,” Pamela 
Althoff, executive director at 
the Cannabis Business Asso-
ciation of Illinois,  said in an 
interview. “That is prohibit-
ed in the compassionate and 
medical statute. We’d like to 
see both of them mirrored.”

The Cannabis Equity Illi-
nois Coalition, a grassroots 
nonprofit that advocates for 
cannabis-related reform, has 
their own priorities for the 

legislative session, including 
expanding support for the 
craft grow industry, creating 
a singular cannabis oversight 
commission to streamline 
cannabis programs, and cre-
ating licenses for clubs and 
lounges so people other than 
homeowners are able to legal-
ly consume cannabis. 

“The goal is moving away 
from having 13-plus state 
agencies who are not talking 
to each other,” Peter Contos, 
deputy director of the coali-
tion, said in an interview. “We 
need one cannabis body who 
just does all the work, similar 
to what the state did with the 
liquor commission.” 

Evans and Ford have both 
introduced bills – House Bills 
1436 and 1498 – to create a 
cannabis oversight commis-
sion. Contos said the coalition 
is currently trying to work 
with both lawmakers to reach 
an agreement on the legisla-
tion. 

Contos added they’re ex-
cited to be involved with the 
working group because it 
shows there’s a concerted ef-
fort to continue cannabis-re-
lated reforms.

“We have a long way to go 
in Illinois to get back to the 
goals we set a few years ago 
when we legalized [cannabis] 
but this is definitely the first 
step we need to take,” Contos 
said.

Capitol News Illinois is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
service covering state gov-
ernment. It is distributed to 
more than 400 newspapers 
statewide, as well as hundreds 
of radio and TV stations. It is 
funded primarily by the Illi-
nois Press Foundation and the 
Robert R. McCormick Foun-
dation.
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Place Your Service Ad

Call Cyndee at  (815) 369-4112 
or (815) 947-3353 for details

Minimum of 4 weeks 
Additional Sizes Available

390984

10240 N. Old Mill Rd.
McConnell, IL 61050

815-541-3348
heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

THINK SPRING!!!
0% 

Financing 
Options 

Available
for 

Qualified 
Buyers

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

Nick Judge • 815-990-8937
www.sixpointservices.com

Residential and 
Commercial

Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning

Window Washing
Holiday Lighting

Fully insured
413671

Service CornerThe Scoop Today & 
Shopper’s Guide

433529

Denny’s Service Center

Dennis Rakowska Auto Technician

10146 N. Wachlin Rd. • McConnell, IL 61050
815-291-9010 • E-mail denrak03@yahoo.com

413749

DeVoe 
License 
& Title 
Service

Call for Appointment
Mon-Fri 

10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Saturday

10 a.m. - noon

216 W. Main • Lena
815-369-5549

368916

Rose 
Handyman 

Service
WE DO IT ALL

No job too small
815-990-0095

432030

Ten Cup Cookies 
 I had a recipe for Five 

Cup Cookies several years 
ago, and someone asked me 
if I had the Ten Cup recipe. 
I  found it, and it indeed has 
ten cups of lots of things. This 
recipe will make a lot of cook-
ies, about 7 dozen. 

1 C. butter, softened 
1 C. creamy peanut butter  
1 C. sugar 
1 C. packed brown sugar 
2 eggs, room temperature  
1 C. flour 
1 t. baking soda 
1/2 t. baking powder 
1 C. semisweet chocolate 

chips  
1 C. quick-cooking oats 
1 C. sweetened shredded 

coconut  
1 C. chopped pecans 
1 C. raisins 
 Preheat the oven to 350. 

In a large bowl, cream butter, 
peanut butter, and sugars until 
blended. Beat in eggs.  In an-
other bowl, whisk flour, bak-
ing soda and baking powder; 
gradually beat into creamed 
mixture. Stir in  chocolate 
chips, oats, coconut, pecans, 
and raisins. Drop dough by 
tablespoonfuls 3 inches apart 
onto greased  baking sheets. 
Bake until golden brown, 12 
to 15 minutes. Coolon pans 5 
minutes. Remove to wire rack 
to  cool completely. 

Final Thoughts 
 I mentioned the wild 

Wednesday we had in Lena. 
I didn’t have electricity for 
ten hours. I managed to stay 
warm by putting on extra 
clothes and blankets in bed. 
To add insult to injury, my 
cell phone didn’t work, so 
I  couldn’t tell anyone about 
my plight. God Bless by 
brother who came to check 
on me (his side of town had 
electricity!) when he couldn’t 
reach me. It’s a good reminder 
to check on the elderly in your 
neighborhood when weather 
is bad. I lost another big tree 
branch, so it looks as if my 
pine will have to go. I hate it 
when trees have  to be cut. 

 We started the Lenten 
season this past week, al-
though most services had to 
be cancelled because of the 
ice storm. Remember that 
the Lena Evangelical Free 
Church will be having con-
certs on Wednesdays during 
Lent.  This week we featured 
some meatless dishes and 
will continue to do so. It is 
time to start looking for some 
“green” recipes in honor of St. 
Patrick’s Day. If you have any 
recipes that you would like to 
share with us, you  can con-
tact us in person, by mail at 
From Lena’s Kitchens, Shop-
per’s Guide at 240 W. Main 
St. or email us at  scoopshop-
per@rvpublishing.com.

•	Kitchen		 (Continued from page 11)

Illinois earns 7th credit upgrade in less than two years
S&P cites 
recent 
early debt 
retirement, 
buildup of 
rainy day fund
By Peter Hancock
Capitol News illiNois

S&P Global Ratings an-
nounced Feb. 23 that it had 
raised Illinois’ long-term 
credit rating to A-, up from 
BBB+, marking the seventh 
upgrade the state has received 
from a major rating agency in 
less than two years.

The rating applies to rough-
ly $27.7 billion in outstanding 
general obligation, or GO, 
bonds.

“The upgrade on the GO 
debt reflects our view that 
Illinois’ commitment and ex-
ecution to strengthen its bud-
getary flexibility and stability, 
supported by accelerating re-
payment of its liabilities, re-
building its budget stabiliza-
tion fund to decade highs; and 
a slowing of statutory pension 
funding growth, will likely 
continue during the outlook 
period,” S&P Global Ratings 
credit analyst Geoff Buswick 
said in a news release.

Bonds are a tool that gov-
ernments and businesses use 
to borrow money, typically 
for long-term capital projects 
such as building construction 
or other kinds of infrastruc-
ture. GO bonds are backed by 
the government’s general tax-
ing authority but other bonds 
may be backed by more spe-
cific revenue sources, such 

as sales or motor fuel taxes. 
Higher bond ratings generally 
mean the borrower—in this 
case the state—pays lower in-
terest rates.

Before the recent string 
of upgrades, all three major 
rating agencies—including 
Moody’s Investors Service 
and Fitch Ratings—had rated 
Illinois’ bonds at one notch 
above “junk” status, the point 
at which large institutional 
investors will no longer pur-
chase them.

During the last two years, 
however, Illinois has used 
higher-than-expected reve-
nues to pay off its backlog of 
past-due bills and retire other 
short-term debt early. In ad-
dition, it has set aside $1.9 
billion for the state’s budget 
stabilization fund—common-
ly known as the “rainy day” 
fund—and the state is pro-

jected to deposit another $138 
million into that fund in the 
upcoming fiscal year, accord-
ing to Gov. JB Pritzker’s latest 
budget proposal.

“I am thrilled to see our 
hard work at righting the past 
fiscal wrongs of our state re-
flected in today’s action by 
S&P with another credit rat-
ing upgrade—the third such 
upgrade in just two years,” 
Pritzker said in a statement. 
“Our continued fiscal respon-
sibility and smart budgeting 
will save Illinois taxpayers 
millions from adjusted inter-
est rates, and my partners in 
the General Assembly and I 
look forward to building on 
that success.”

In its announcement Feb. 
23, S&P credited the state’s 
“deep and diverse economic 
base” as well as the state gov-
ernment’s access to readily 

available cash, including the 
rainy day fund and untapped 
interfund borrowing authori-
ty. The agency also said it ex-
pects ongoing union contract 
negotiations to be settled in a 
timely manner.

Offsetting those factors, 
S&P said, is the state’s high 
unfunded pension and other 
postemployment benefit li-
abilities such as health care. 
The agency also dinged Illi-
nois on its practice of releas-
ing annual financial audits lat-
er than most other states and 
population declines, which it 
warned could impact future 
economic growth.

S&P said it could further 
upgrade Illinois’ rating if the 
state continues paying down 
unfunded pension liabili-
ties and building up its rainy 
day fund while shrinking its 
structural deficit. S&P said 

that deficit was in large part 
caused by not contributing to 
its pension funds at actuarial-
ly determined levels.

On the other hand, S&P 
said it could downgrade the 
state’s rating in the future 
if the structural deficit were 
to increase due to economic 
uncertainties or if its pension 
and other fixed-cost obliga-
tions exceed expectations.

Pritzker’s recent budget 
proposal seeks to add an extra 
$200 million to the pension 
fund beyond statutory levels 
for the current fiscal year. 

For now, S&P said the 
state’s near-term credit out-
look is “stable.”

In addition to upgrading 
the state’s general obligation 
bond rating, S&P also raised 
its rating on the state’s Build 
Illinois sales tax bonds to A, 
up from A-.

MOWERY AUTO PARTS

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks

392194
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 help wanted

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

FIND BARGAINS IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS

To place an ad in our
Help Wanted Section...

Call (815) 369-4112

 for rent

 transportation

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$

IF SO, WE WILL RUN YOUR AD IN THE
SCOOP TODAY AND SHOPPER’S GUIDE AT

No Charge!

Ads will not be accepted without the following information. Only one free ad per month.

YOUR NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you selling a single item for

LESS THAN $100?

$$$ $$$
Private Party Only

Just fill out the coupon below and drop off or mail to:
Rock Valley Publishing, FREE Ad,

240 W Main St Suite B, Lena IL 61048

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

38
81

58

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Call
815-369-4112

for details
on placing an ad

Time To
Sell Your 
Home?

42
27

91

PRIVATE PARTY
ONLY.

Ad must be
prepaid.

Deadlines vary.

Call
815-877-4044

The Wheel Deal
Place your car, truck, motorcycle,

boat or RV for one price and it
runs for up to 16 weeks.

$1995
1st three lines

Extra lines are $1.95 each

17 Papers

Starts for 4 weeks and if not sold you call us
and we will renew at no additional charge!

(Maximum run 16 weeks total)

42
27

85

For details on placing an ad in our 

Classified Section
Call 815-369-4112

Find us online: rvpnews.com
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the Scoop Today
Serving the communities in Jo Daviess County Regional Ag Sales

Reps Wanted

20%-30% Commission
Rates on Sales

Submit your application
to sales@alpineag.xyz

410535

410539

240 W. Main St., Suite A, Lena, IL 61048
815-369-4225

www.radersinsurance.com 
www.westpointmutual.com

ROCKFORDMUTUAL
      I N S U R A N C E  C O M P A N Y
                                            Putting Lives Back Together

Since 1896

ROCKFORDMUTUAL
      I N S U R A N C E  C O M P A N Y
                                            Putting Lives Back Together

Since 1896

PMS Version

CMYK Version

 SM

 SM

May You Have A 
Healthy & Prosperous 

New Year
Nick, Annie & Kris

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

By Beth Hundsdorfer
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Local hospitals and health 
departments will get help 
from the Illinois Department 
of Public Health and the Illi-
nois Emergency Management 
Agency to meet the healthcare 
demand during a COVID-19 
surge, adding staffing to pro-
vide medical care and provide 

vaccines and testing.
The state will also help ramp 

up COVID-19 testing, now op-
erating six days a week to in-
crease availability. That started 
Monday.

“We are also increasing test-
ing and continuing to distribute 
monoclonal antibodies, anti-vi-
ral pills and any treatments or 
personal protective equipment 

communities need,” Gov. JB 
Pritzker said during a news 
conference. “I will continue to 
do everything possible to pro-
tect all the people of this state, 
whatever your vaccine status. 
But what kind of year 2022 
turns out to be depends on all 
of us doing what is best for all 
of us.”

 Pritzker was on a call with 

President Joe Biden and the 
National Governors Associa-
tion on Dec. 27 to discuss the 
response to the Omicron vari-
ant.

Illinois Department of Pub-
lic Health Director Dr. Ngozi 
Ezike confirmed that Illinois 
is seeing higher hospitalization 
rates. The state is now averag-
ing 500 hospital admissions a 

State to assist with mass vaccinations, testing 
operations, hospital staffing to battle COVID-19 surge

Illinois will send personnel and resources to county health departments
day due to COVID-19. While 
Illinois was still battling the 
Delta variant of COVID-19, 
the Omicron variant was intro-
duced a couple of weeks ago. 
The Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention said earlier 
last month that the Omicron 
variant is the dominant strain 
of COVID-19 in the U.S. with 
more than 73 percent of new 
cases attributable to the variant.

To protect from the 
COVID-19, harm reduction 
strategies will still need to be 
employed, Ezike said, like 
wearing masks, social distanc-
ing, hand-washing and staying 
away from large crowds.

“We have a vaccine that is 
highly effective at preventing 
severe illness and death,” Ezike 
said. “Currently, we are seeing 
a demand for booster doses, 
but it is critically important for 
those who have yet to receive 
even one dose of vaccine to get 

vaccinated.”
The vast majority of cases, 

hospitalizations and deaths are 
among the unvaccinated, Ezike 
said.

Those most at risk:
· Are more than 65 years old.
· Suffer from heart, liver or 

kidney disease.
· Are immunocompromised.
· Have diabetes.
Vaccine clinics will be held 

in Cook, DuPage, Lake, Will, 
Kane, St. Clair, McLean, San-
gamon, Peoria, Winnebago, 
Jackson and Adams counties. 
Anyone age 12 older can get 
a first or second dose at these 
locations.

Community-based testing 
sites will be open Monday 
through Saturday in Aurora, 
Arlington Heights, South Hol-
land, Fairview Heights, Peo-
ria, Bloomington, Champaign, 
Harwood Heights, Rockford 
and Waukegan.

Jo Daviess food pantry 
fundraiser a success

 Each year Shepherd of the 
Hills Lutheran Church holds 
a Steak Fry with all proceeds 
going to support the seven Jo 
Daviess County food pantries.  
The last two years, due to the 
Covid Pandemic, the church 
has hosted a virtual “Steak 
Fry” to continuing garnering 
support.  On Dec. 27, 2021, 

Larry Cording, Steak Fry 
Chairperson, and Pastor Jim 
Mehltretter met with county 
food pantry representatives.  
Thanks to the generosity of 
“Steak Fry” proceeds and 
congregational donations, 
checks totaling $2,800 were 
dispersed, with a $400 check 
going to each food pantry.
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24-HOUR SERVICE ON ALL BRANDS

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

www.superiorhvacservices.com

New installation • Remodeling
Routine maintenance • Repairs

409646

Shopper’s Guide
Serving the communities in Stephenson County

410588

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

ACCIDENTS HAPPEN!
Let us take the worry out of having your vehicle repaired.

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 After winning their first 
game of the season, the Le-
na-Winslow boys’ varsity 
basketball squad went on 
a five-game losing streak.  
After a tough loss to a Bel-
leville, Wisconsin team, 
the Panthers struggled to 
recover.  They went on to 
lose their next four, three 
of which were losses by ten 
points or less.  

 With a record of 2-6, the 
Panthers prepared to play in 

the Erie Tournament to end 
their 2021.  Le-Win got the 
tournament off to a good 
start with a 51-46 win over 
Orion.  It was a good confi-
dence boost for the Panthers, 
as they picked up their third 
win of the season with a 
tough opponent ahead. 

 Later that day, the Pan-
thers faced off with a Beech-
er squad in a game that 
would require overtime de-
cide.  Heading into the extra 
period tied 44-44, Beecher 
outscored the Panthers 7-6, 

handing the Panthers their 
seventh loss of the season.  
They would not let the over-
time loss deter them, howev-
er.  The Panthers managed to 
bounce back with back-to-
back wins in their next two 
games.  

 On Wednesday, Decem-
ber 29, the Panthers faced 
off with Mercer County in 
their third game of the tour-
nament.  The first quarter 
had plenty of scoring as both 
teams combined for twen-
ty-five points.  Le-Win held 

the advantage, however, go-
ing into the second quarter 
up 15-10. 

 Luke Benson caught fire 
in the second quarter.  The 
senior guard hit a trio of 
three-pointers and totaled 
thirteen points in the second 
quarter, helping to extend 
the Panthers’ lead.  In fact, 
Luke scored every single 
second quarter point for the 
Panthers, leading them to a 
28-22 lead heading into half-
time. 

 It was Brody Mahon who 

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

Panthers earn back to back wins
took over in the third quarter.  
Mahon posted twelve third 
quarter points, including a 
pair of his own three-point-
ers.  Luke added another 
five points of his own as the 
duo helped the Panthers take 
a 47-31 lead into the final 
quarter.  With a sixteen-point 
cushion, Le-Win managed to 
coast their way to a 56-37 
victory over Mercer County.  
Mahon led the team in scor-
ing with twenty-three points, 
while Luke was right be-
hind him with twenty of his 
own.  Both of them hit four 
three-pointers on the game 
as the Panthers hit on nine 
total threes in the game.  The 
offensive breakout was nice 
to see as Le-Win looks to 
climb back to five hundred 
on the season. 

 The next day, the Panthers 
were set to face off with a 
5-6 Stark County team.  At 
4-7 themselves, the Pan-
thers were slight underdogs.  
However, it appeared to be 
an even matchup from the 
start.  

 It was the three-point 
shot that sparked momentum 
for the Panthers in the first 
quarter.  Both Mahon and 
Ayden Packard hit a three as 
Le-Win looked to keep up 
with Stark Co.  The Panthers 
found themselves trailing 
12-10 at the end of the first. 

 Some good defense in the 
second quarter, to go along 
with six points from Luke, 
the Panthers managed to flip 
the cards before halftime 
as they led Stark Co. 23-18 
heading into the break. 

 Le-Win put on a dis-

play of chemistry in the 
third quarter.  As a team, 
they combined for fourteen 
points.  No individual scored 
more than four points in the 
quarter, however, as five 
Panthers helped contribute 
those fourteen points.  While 
holding Stark to just five 
points in the third, Le-Win 
managed to take another big 
37-23 lead into the fourth. 

 With the fourteen point 
advantage, the Panthers 
managed to coast their way 
to a 40-29 victory for their 
fifth win of the season.  De-
spite being just 1-5 at one 
point, the Panthers are now 
4-2 over their last six games.  
Lena-Winslow Head Coach, 
Kyle Benson, never gave up 
hope on his squad as he re-
mained focused on the task 
at hand.  Quite simply, Kyle 
credits the recent success to 
“just playing better.”  

 The Panthers have gone 
back to the basics and that 
has paid off for them.  Kyle 
explained, we are turning the 
ball over less, taking better 
shots, and playing sound de-
fense.”  While he is satisfied 
with their improvement in 
recent weeks, Kyle remains 
focused on improving each, 
and every, day.  “We still 
have some areas to shore 
up.”  Kyle said, adding “Our 
kids are trusting this process 
and we are hoping our best 
basketball is still ahead of 
us.”  

 The Panthers will be back 
in action on Saturday, Jan-
uary 8, when they travel to 
Orangeville for their first 
game of 2022.  

422795

 for sale

Bicycles
JEEP COMANCHE MOUNTAIN 
BIKE Paperwork for authenticity. 
Text to (262) 989-4112

Motorcycles
1979 HONDA TWINSTAR 200 
5,000 miles, $300.00 Call 608-
295-1545.

392953

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing, your hometown 

newspapers serving the stateline has an opening 
for an experienced Media Sales Representative to 
call on current and new accounts in a protected 
sales territory. 

Growing area with many new businesses, this is 
a great opportunity for the right applicant.

We publish newspapers, shoppers and niche 
publications throughout the stateline. You have 
the opportunity to sell into all Rock Valley 
Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making your 
paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising

Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

 real estate
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial 
status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone num-
ber for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

433145

LENA-WINSLOW SCHOOL DISTRICT
currently has an immediate opening for a
FULL-TIME EVENING CUSTODIAN
This is a 12-month position with benefits that works evenings 

during the school year and days during the summer
Starting pay is $15/hr. with a $.50 shift differential

Benefits include
medical, dental, vision and retirement

Please send a letter of interest with references to:

Doug Wybourn
Lena-Winslow School District

401 Fremont Street
Lena, IL 61048

Applications accepted until the position is filled
Lena-Winslow CUSD #202 is an Equal Opportunity Employer

 real estate

433148

LOCAL HUNTER
LOOKING FOR LAND
in JoDaviess, Stephenson

or Carroll Counties
for the 2023 deer season
WILL PAY TOP DOLLAR
Not an outfitter • fully insured

JASON (815) 858-4403

NORTH PRAIRIE 
APARTMENTS - STOCKTON

Managed by CMS Management, LLC

Applications are available in the hallway of 
108 building, across from laundry.

This Institution in an Equal Opportunity Provider.

108 Mathilda Drive, Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-2237
1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Apartments

Laundry Facility On-Site • Appliances Furnished

39
41

58

Apartments
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“A Short Drive for What the 
Lena Businesses Have to Offer”

432746

502 S. Schuyler, Lena (Route 73)
815-369-4444

www.downonthefarmtoys.com
• Sun-Tues (Closed) • Wed-Fri 10 am - 6 p.m. •

•  Sat 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. •

• Dolls
• Tractors
• Puzzles

• Large selection 
of Melissa & 
Doug Toys

Many new iTeMs 
arriving!

432773

LENA MERCANTILE, CO.
101 West Railroad, Lena, IL
Hours: 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Daily

Unique Shopping 
& Tasty Lunches

The Mercantile Eatery Serves Lunches  • Mon. - Sat. 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Open 7 days a week for shopping • 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
815-369-9955 • www.lenamercantile.com

432772

7836 US Hwy 20 w.
Lena, IL, 61048
815-291-2744

Open 7 dayS a week

daILy LUncH and BreakfaSt
SpecIaLS

nOw OfferIng take-n-Bake 
MeaLS

Meat • Cheese

Wine • iCe CreaM

432937

March
Specialty Pizza 
of the Month

REUBEN
PIZZA

338931

222 W. Railroad St.
Lena, IL

815-369-4400

a Unique Gift Items
a Fresh & Silk 
 Arrangements
a Abdallah Chocolate 
 & Candy
a Legacy Greeting 
 Cards
a Swan Creek Candles

a Isabelle Bloom 
 Angels
a Memorial & 
 Inspirational Gifts
a Baby Gifts
a Balloons
a Singing Balloons

For All Your Floral Needs

216 W. Main St.
Lena

815-369-5549
HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; Sat. 8:30 a.m. - Noon

devoefloral@yahoo.com
390019

432784

Farmettes,
Farms
Home

and Auto
Call for a quote today!

240 W. Main St., Suite A, Lena, IL 61048
815-369-4225

www.radersinsurance.com www.westpointmutual.com
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432774

Mon. - Fri. 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
500 West Main Street • Lena • 815-369-4522

ajslenamaidmeats@mediacombb.net • www.ajslenamaidmeats.net

Reasons to Shop in Lena
A Short Drive for Premium Quality

at AJ’s Lena Maid Meats Owner Devin Pax

If you are looking for high quality meats, cut the way you want or the many specialty cured meats and sausage 
products with that “Old Country” flavor,  AJ’s Lena Maid Meats is the place to stop. “Under the Water Tower in Lena”

• Locally raised fresh and frozen 
 retail meats
• Wide selection of sausage 
 products
• Award winning, cured meats
• Local cheese products
• Unique grocery items

• Gift boxes and party trays
• Custom and Wild Game 
 processing
• Beef sides & quarters
• Whole or half hogs
• Wholesale items available
• Very competitive prices

• Friendly and knowledgeable 
 service
• Special cuts & orders (available 
 anytime)

• New Delivery Service to Lena 
residents.

Please call with your retail order.

Brandon’s Hardware & Rental

145 w. railroad st. • Lena
815-369-5542

Come In for all your
Paint and Lawn &

Garden Rental Needs

338936

432749
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