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A heartwarming fundraising success!
	 Stockton Elementary participated in the Kids Heart Challenge which was or-
ganized by K-4 Physical Education teacher, Miss Alt. They raised $3,599.34 and 
reached 90% of their $4,000 goal. Sydney Lawfer was the top fundraiser and 
broke the school record by raising $505.40 for the Kids Heart Challenge. This 
earned her the opportunity to smash a pie into Miss Alt’s face. Way to go, Syd-
ney!

VOL. 89 • NO. 11	 YOUR FREE HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER	 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8, 2023

the Scoop Today
Serving the communities in Jo Daviess County BUSSIAN

INSURANCE
PRICE • COVERAGE • SERVICE

Your Independent Agent for All Your Insurance Needs
815-369-4747 • www.bussianinsurance.com

392201

Joe Werhane
815-238-9020

Call for a Quote
Postal Customer  **ecrwss 

PR SRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
ROCK VALLEY

PUBLISHING LLC

433146

Wursters
Sales and Service, LLC

Aaron & Tom

wursterservices@yahoo.com • 815-947-3470

841 E. North Ave., Hwy 20
Stockton, IL 61085

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

GET SERIOUS.

SERVICE YOUR

MOWER BEFORE March 15

Get 50% off service charge

By Trenten Scheidegger
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	The Warren-Stockton War-
hawks varsity softball team is 
eager to hit the field for 2023.  
Ever since the Warhawks fell 
short in last year’s regional 
semi-final, the team has been 
waiting for another opportuni-
ty.  Last year’s Warhawks lost 

three seniors to graduation, 
including NUIC-West First 
Team All-Conference player, 
Claire Riedl.  

	Despite that, the Warhawks 
have plenty of returning talent 
to be excited about.  Elaina 
Martin is back for her senior 
campaign as the team’s catch-
er.  Last season, Martin boast-

ed a .389 batting average, a 
.488 on base percentage, and 
a team-leading five homeruns.  
Martin also led the team in 
hits and slugging percentage, 
all according to Max Preps.  
Martin was recognized for her 
play as she was named First 
Team All-Conference in the 
NUIC-West for the second 

Will Family County Scholarship Program 
The Wills’ Family, long-

time residents and philan-
thropic members of the area, 
have established a scholar-
ship program for Jo Daviess 
County residents through 
the family trust. The Scales 
Mound School District Board 
of Education will adminis-
ter the Scholarship program. 
Scholarships will be available 
to support attendance at voca-
tional two and four year insti-
tutions. Recent or past high 
school graduates are eligible 
to apply. 

	Please send a letter of ap-
plication to the Scales Mound 
School at 210 Main St., Scales 
Mound, Illinois by April 30, 
2023, for the coming school 
year. Please note the Wills 
Family Scholarship Program 
on the envelope. 

Wills Family Scholarship 
Fund 

	In honor of the Goldie 
Wills Family, namely Eldon 
Wills, Gordon Wills and Wil-
bur Wills, the “Wills Family 
Scholarship Fund” has been 
established. The goal of this 
special fund is to assist this 
year’s Jo Daviess County high 
school graduates and current 
full-time college or vocational 
students with their education.

 
Basic Requirements

Any senior student or high 
school graduate student who 
is intent upon pursuing either 
a two-year or four-year voca-
tional or academic post-sec-
ondary education is eligible. 

Good academic standing 
with at least a “C” cumula-
tive grade point average is 

required along with being a 
resident of Jo Daviess County. 

Selection Procedure 
Qualifying applicants will 

submit a written letter of ap-
plication including a list of all 
school activities, community 
activities, a description of the 
post-secondary coursework to 
be pursued, and career inten-
tions. 

The letter of application 
must be submitted by April 
30. 

Claim Procedure
Proof of registration at ei-

ther a two-year or four-year 
post-secondary education 
program. Such proof will be 
presented to the administra-
tion at Scales Mound High 
School. 

Warhawks prepping for 2023 softball season
time. 

	Joining Martin in return-
ing for a senior campaign is 
Lauren Kehl, who is also a 
two-time First Team All-Con-
ference member.  Kehl is the 
team’s leading pitcher and 
her connection with Martin 
behind the plate is very real.  
Last season, Kehl pitched a 
majority of the innings for 
the Warhawks, including a 
pair of impressive postseason 
performances.  In a regional 
win over Milledgeville, Kehl 
pitched all five innings with 
seven strikeouts and just one 
walk allowed.  Even in the 
postseason loss to Pearl City, 
Kehl threw all seven innings 
and racked up another seven 
strikeouts.  Kehl also provides 
a solid bat as she hit five dou-

bles last season. 
	Joining the standout duo 

are six other returning start-
ers from last year’s squad.  
Three seniors in Alivia Thru-
man, Janel Radaszewski, and 
Morgan Blair are back.  A pair 
of juniors in Addy Bohnsack 
and Reese Raisbeck are back, 
as well as sophomore Maizy 
Fonseca.  

	Altogether, the Warhawks 
look to be one of the more 
experienced teams around 
in terms of varsity playing 
time.  Warren-Stockton Head 
Coach, Mike Renz, is hoping 
last year’s playing opportu-
nities will benefit this year’s 
squad.  Renz said the team 
“gained valuable experience 
at numerous positions last 
season.”  

	Renz also expects the 
team’s overall speed to play a 
role in their success in 2023.  
Last year, the Warhawks hit 
43 extra-base hits.  A major-
ity of those came from pure 
hustle as the Warhawks com-
bined for 34 doubles and a 
trio of triples.  You can expect 
Warren-Stockton to put their 
aggressive baserunning on 
display once again in 2023. 

	If the Warhawks can cut 
down on their overall num-
ber of strikeouts and continue 
to build a solid team around 
Martin and Kehl, they will be 
in a solid position this season.  
Warren-Stockton is currently 
scheduled to open their sea-
son with a Monday, March 13 
home matchup against Morri-
son. 
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Card Shower for
Kay Woolcock
will be 84 years young 

on March 17
Send cards to:

223 W. Columbia Ave.
Stockton, IL 61085

Her family knows she would 
enjoy hearing from 

you!

433646

The family of Betty Raders wishes to thank all 
who sent cards, flowers and food at the time of her 

passing. All your thoughts of sympathy were very much 
appreciated. Also thanks to all the Hospice workers 
who helped take care of mom in her last days as well as 
in-home health care workers who took care of her around 

the clock. They all did a wonderful job.

Sharon & Robert Schlachter, Jill Lance,
Tana Herman, Mark & Lora Raders

433773

Obituary
Shirley Sincox

	Shirley Ann (Kuehl) Sin-
cox, age 83, of Apple River, 
IL, passed away Saturday, 
Feb. 25, 2023, at the La-
fayette County Manor in 
Darlington, WI. Shirley was 
born in Mound City, South 
Dakota on March 15, 1939. 
The Kuehl family moved to 
the northern Illinois area in 
the early 1950’s where Shir-
ley would become a proud 
graduate of Stockton High 
School. As she would say, 
“Go Blackhawks!” 

	She met William “Keith” 
Sincox and they wed on 
Aug. 31, 1958, at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church in Eliza-
beth, IL. They would go on 
to move around southwest-
ern Wisconsin while having 
three children, amd settling 
in Ridgeway for 30 years 
before retiring to Apple Riv-
er. Shirley held various jobs 
between housewife and sec-
retarial work while the kids 
were growing up. She ended 
her working years at Janlin 
Plastics and retired official-
ly from Engineering Indus-
tries in Verona, WI. She 
loved reading, completing 
puzzles, walking, watching 
hummingbirds (affectionate-
ly known as her “hummers”) 
and keeping a pristine yard 
(even though she com-
plained often about it!). She 
relished in living next to her 
granddaughter and spending 
time with her while she grew 
up. 

	Shirley was known spe-
cifically for loving to vis-
it and travel with friends, 
especially Fern and Buster 
Stadel, Joanne and Virgil 
Martin, and Lillian and Le-
roy Beyer. Shirley and Keith 
traveled around the country 
and world on bus tours and 
cruises all throughout their 
lives. She loved spending 
time playing cards and es-
pecially singing with all her 
siblings when their families 
got together. Shirley was 
known for her love of music, 
listening to her brother Dean 
sing with his band “The No-
mads” and later “The Madd-
men”, visiting the Crystal 
Grand Music Theater and 
The Fireside often for shows 
and concerts. 

	She was a devout woman 
and an avid church-goer who 
sang in many church choirs 
over the years, delighting 

in all opportunities to sing 
solos. They became regu-
lars at Vince’s Restaurant in 
Monroe, WI and will miss 
their visits with Giacomo. 
She will be missed for her 
beautiful voice and ability 
to crack a joke no matter the 
time or circumstance! 

	Shirley is survived by her 
husband of 64 years, Keith; 
daughter Kris (Steve) Olson 
and son Kevin (Julie) Sin-
cox; only granddaughter Erin 
(Paul) Sincox; sister Esther 
Schlichting (Wayne) Wand 
and brother Dean (Darlene) 
Kuehl; sisters-in-law Doreen 
Kuehl and Marlene Burge; 
brothers-in-law Howard 
(Debbie) Sincox and John 
(Karen) Sincox; and her 
many nieces and nephews 
whom she adored and loved 
very much. In addition to 
her parents August William 
Carl Kuehl and Sophia Lou-
ise Wandmacher Kuehl, she 
is preceded in death by her 
daughter Kathy Durst; broth-
er Dietrich “Dick” (Hulda) 
Kuehl, sister Mina (Bill) Go-
tham, sister Elsie (Melvin) 
Kunz, brother Walter (Ada) 
Kuehl, sister Dorothy (Nor-
man) Kolasch, brother Otto 
Kuehl, sister Adela (Milton) 
Burk; brother-in-law John 
Schlicting and sisters-in-law 
Jan Kuehl and Elaine Crom. 

	A visitation and memorial 
service was held at the Ap-
ple River United Methodist 
Church in Apple River, IL on 
Friday, March 3. Visitation 
was from 10 a.m. to noon 
with a memorial service at 
12 p.m.

A graveside service at El-
mwood Cemetery in Warren, 
IL followed the memorial 
with a meal at the Apple Riv-
er UMC afterward for family 
and friends to celebrate her 
memories. Condolences may 
be sent to the family at www.
leamonfh.com.

Church news
Calvary Church Stockton

	On Sunday March 12 at 6 
p.m., the Third Joint Lenten 
Service will be held at Calva-
ry Church in Stockton.   For 
many years, Calvary, Wesley 
and Willow churches have 
held Joint Lenten Services, 
alternating locations.   Debbie 
Leininger will be presenting 
The Life of Christ in Story and 
Song.  Leininger is an accom-
plished flutist from Freeport.  
Refreshments will be available 
in Fellowship Hall following 
the program.  All are invited.  

	The next program will be 
on Sunday, March 1 at p.m. 
at the Willow Church south-
east of Stockton.  The Christ’s 
Country Choir, composed 
mostly of members from the 
Willow Church, will offering a 
program in song.   If the park-
ing lot is too muddy, the ser-
vice will be moved to Calvary 
Church.

St. John’s Lutheran 
Church 

	St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
Pearl City, will celebrate 
the Third Sunday in Lent on 
March 12.  A Worship Service 
with Holy Communion will 
begin at 9 a.m. with Pastor Mi-

chelle Knight presiding.  The 
service will be available on 
Livestream on the St. John’s 
Pearl City Facebook Page.  
Sunday school will be held 
during church. 

	Healthy Wolves Backpack 
has been a weekly ministry of 
St. John’s since April of last 
year.  Backpacks are filled 
with food and taken to the 
Pearl City school every Friday.  
The backpacks are sent home 
with families for the week-
end so that adequate nutrition 
can be provided for children 
over the weekend.  The fami-
lies then return the backpack, 
and they are refilled to be sent 
home for the next weekend.  
We currently are serving 41 
children through this program.  
Backpacks are assembled 
Thursdays at 3:30 p.m. in the 
upstairs youth kitchen. Any-
one in the community is invit-
ed to help.  Visit the St. John’s 
Lutheran Church website for 
more information on how to 
volunteer.

	On March 15 a mid-week 
soup supper will be served 
from 6 to 6:30 p.m.  A short 
service will begin at 6:30 p.m.  
The weekly services will be 
held in Luther Hall.  All com-

munity members are welcome.
	A Community Family Fun 

Night will be held March 18 
beginning with a potluck at 6 
p.m. in Luther Hall.  Games 
and activities for all ages will 
be held until 8 p.m.  Please 
bring a dish to pass and com-
fortable clothes.  This fun 
night will be fellowship and 
fun for all ages.  Anyone from 
the community is invited to at-
tend.

	The March Grace meal will 
be held on Sunday, March 19 
with all orders for curbside 
pick-up.  The menu is lasagna, 
vegetable, applesauce, Italian 
bread, and pudding.   All meals 
by reservation only. Reserva-
tions made to the church office 
by phone at 815-443-2492 or 
email at prshadmin@gmail.
com by Thursday, March 16 
at p.m.  The meal is supported 
by a grant from the Freeport 
Community Foundation and 
Thrivent.

	Confirmation Class will 
meet for supper and study at 
5:30 p.m. in the Youth Room 
on Sunday, March 19. Wom-
en’s Gathering Bible Study 
will be March 21 beginning at 
9:45 in Luther Hall.  The Bi-
ble Study will be led by Lori 
Kempel and hostesses will be 
Karen Bremmer and Lee Frey.

	St. John’s Lutheran Church 
of Pearl City is located at 229 
S. First St., in Pearl City.  If 
you need to contact the pastor 
or church, you may call 815-
443-2215 for information.

Salem United Church of 
Christ

	All are welcome to join for 
a service led by Pastor Chris-
topher Ham at Salem United 
Church of Christ, 8491 West 
Salem Road, Lena, Illinois, 
this Sunday, March 12, 2023, 
at 10 a.m. The Adult Sunday 
School will be hosted prior to 
service, starting at 9 a.m. on 
the lower level of the church. 
Children’s Sunday School is 
held during church service at 
10 a.m.

	The Wednesday Break-
fast Bunch will be meeting 
Wednesday, March 15 at 8 
a.m. at the Beltline Café, 325 
West South Street, Freeport, 
Illinois. All are welcome to 
join.

	On the first Wednesday of 
each month, Salem United 
Church of Christ hosts a Men’s 
Night. On these evenings the 
men meet at 6:30 p.m. at the 
church in fellowship hall on 
the lower level for a time of 
visiting, playing games, and 
getting to know each other 
better. On the third Wednes-
day of each month from 3:30 
to 7:30 p.m., Salem hosts a 
Crafternoon’s at the church on 
the lower level. Everyone is 
invited to come and work on 
crafts. There will be snacks, a 
brief devotional thought, and 
plenty of time to share projects 
with one another. For more in-
formation on these gatherings, 
please contact salemwing-
sofjoy@yahoo.com.
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21st Annual
Sunday, March 12

Jane Addams
Community Center
430 W. Washington, Cedarville, IL

10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
• Model Contest 

• 20 ClAsses • dooR PRIZes

433765

Contest Judging starts at noon
Admission $3.00

For more info call Scott  815-238-0634

Your “Main Street Chiropractors”
with over 40 years service to our community

• Palmer Graduates • Digital X-Ray
• BCBS Provider • Electronic Insurance Billing

Liles Chiropractic 
Clinic, Ltd.

Dr. Jared Liles  &  Dr. Jim Liles
238 W. Main St. • Lena

815-369-4974
M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Saturday by Appointment.

397192

Now proudly accepting United Healthcare
and Quartz insurance plans.
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News briefs
Lena American Legion 
Post 577

	The Lena American Le-
gion Post 577 will have their 
monthly meeting at the Le-
gion Hall on March 14, 2023, 
at 7 p.m. New members wel-
come. For more information 
call 815-369-5245.

Blackhawks Unit of 
Home Extension meeting

	The March meeting of 
Blackhawk Unit of Home 
Extension will be held March 
16, 2023, at 1 p.m. at the Pearl 
City Library. Roll call will be 
answered by “Share some-
thing Irish”.   Kim Plantz will 
give the lesson on Impact of 
Substance Use Disorder on 
Family.  Ruth Ann Jordan and 
Plantz will bring raffle items.  

Meetings are open to all who 
wish to join for information 
and fellowship.

Lena Cemetery 
presentation

	Jacob Andrews, Sexton 
of the Lena Cemetery, will 
give a prestation on the “Past, 
Present, and Future of the 
Lena Cemetery”.  The event 
will take place at the Lena 
Historical Museum located 
at 427 Grove St. on Sunday, 
March 12 at 2 p.m.  The pub-
lic is invited to attend.  Tours 
of the museum will be avail-
able.  Refreshments will be 
served.  This is a free event 
but donations are always ap-
preciated. 

McConnell American 
Legion Auxiliary 

	The McConnell American 
Legion Auxiliary monthly 
meeting will be held on March 
15, 2023, at the McConnell 
Legion. Social time will be-
gin at 5 p.m. and the meeting 
will begin at 5:30 p.m.  Please 
note the starting time for this 
meeting is 30 minutes earli-
er than previously scheduled 
meetings. All are welcome 
to attend. Please contact mc-
connellauxiliary@gmail.com 
with any questions. 

Stockton CWA to host 
guest speaker Dr. 
DeeDee Wampfler 

	The Stockton Concerned 
Women for America (CWA) 
is pleased to announce a guest 

speaker for the Wednesday, 
March meeting at 2 p.m.  Dr. 
DeeDee Wampfler will return 
to give part 2 of her presen-
tation given on Feb. 8. The 
meeting is at Calvary Church 
at the corner of Rush and Ma-
ple streets, just south of the 
Middle School.   New attend-
ees are welcome. 

Pearl City School District 
pre-school registration

	Pearly City School Dis-
trict is opening registration 
for preschool-aged children 
ages two and a half, three or 
four years.  If interesting in 
enrolling a child, please call 
815-443-2715 to schedule 
a screening appointment or 
for further information.
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CUSTOMER APPRECIATION
DAYS SALE!

800-373-5550 
ClearyBuilding.com

Stop in or contact us for a FREE consultation. 
Why Choose CLEARY?

MARCH 16-17 • 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.    
MARCH 18 • 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Celebrating the 
Start of Our 46th  
Year in Business! STOP IN & SAVE!

JOIN US FOR OUR...
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Oregon, IL
1010 Pines Road

(State Hwy. 2)

815-732-9101

Results of ENF Mid-
Winter Bald Eagle 

Count released
	The President of the Eagle Nature Foundation (ENF), 

Terrence N. Ingram, has released the results of its 2023 
Midwinter Bald Eagle Count that was conducted on Jan. 
28 and 29.  The count was conducted by hundreds of 
volunteers from Southern Illinois to Northern Minnesota 
and from Indiana to Nebraska. This was the 63rd year 
this eagle count has been done. The results of the count 
help monitor any changes in the wintering bald eagle 
population.

	The volunteers sighted a total of only 1127 bald 
eagles when just last year they sighted 2070. The number 
of immature bald eagles that were sighted has dropped 
to 189 while last year they sighted 406 immatures. 
While the total numbers of eagles seen has dropped 
tremendously the percentage of young has remained the 
same for both years, 24.7%.

	What is most disturbing is a dam on the Mississippi 
River, #5A, which had 52 adult eagles last year had no 
eagles on either of the two count days this year. Lock 
and Dam #5 had 92 adult eagles last year and this year 
only had 12 adults. Last year the Illinois River lost 71 
birds from the year before, while this year it remained 
almost the same as it only lost three birds this year. Last 
year the area along the St. Croix River in Minnesota had 
lost 116 birds from the year before and this year it lost 
another 68 birds with only five birds, three adults and 
two unknowns, being sighted. 

	Last year Lock and Dam #19 lost 31 birds and this 
year it gained back 28 keeping the eagle population in 
that area stable. The area south of St. Louis lost 9 birds 
last year and lost another 9 birds this year. This year the 
Missouri River in Eastern Nebraska recorded 30 birds 
less than last year and the number of immatures dropped 
from 14 to only six this year, but the number of 4-year-
old birds, or subadults, increased from one last year to 
four this year.

	There were seven dams on the Mississippi River 
which did not send in a report this year. This may 
account for some of the total loss of birds recorded, but 
the overall count does not look good, especially when 
the total number of immatures is dropping greatly from 
one year to the next. 

	The average percentage of immatures for the 63 years 
of the count is 27.1%, while this year it was only 24.7%. 
The average percentage of young eagles for the past five 
years is only 23.7%. The average percentage of young 
for the first five years, in the early 1960’s, was 19.4% 
and for the second five years of the count it was 28.5% 
higher than this year’s. Perhaps the Bird Flu or West Nile 
Virus or some chemical in the environment is the cause 
for this decline in the immature eagles being sighted or 
even being fledged. 

	Each year the Annual Midwinter Bald Eagle Count 
is scheduled for the last weekend in January which 
normally is between the Southward Migration and the 
Northward Migration, to keep the movement of the birds 
is low. The Southern Migration usually peaks sometime 
during early half of January and the Northern Migration 
peaks around the middle to the end of February. The 
migration north usually has two peaks, depending on 
whether the birds are nesting in Northern Wisconsin, 
Michigan or Minnesota or further north into Canada. 
Some lockmasters provide hourly reports of the eagles 
sighted at their dam for the two count days, which helps 
determine how much migration is taking place during the 
two count days.

	Many thanks to the volunteers who make this count 
possible.
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FREELANCE REPORTERS
AND PHOTOGRAPHERS

NEEDED
Rock Valley Publishing is seeking freelance 
reporters and photographers to produce 
local news and photos for your hometown 
newspaper. Weekly stories and photos 
needed for Jo Daviees and Stephenson 
Counties. Writing and reporting experience 
a plus. Work from home as an independent 
contractor with no in-office requirement.

PLEASE EMAIL RESUME TO:
scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com

Land Values Conference set for March 23
	What’s happening with 

farmland values in Illinois, 
along with lease rates, will be 
the topics of discussion at the 
2023 Illinois Farmland Values 
Conference to be held here at 
the DoubleTree by Hilton on 
March 23. The event is spon-
sored by the Illinois Society 
of Professional Farm Manag-
ers and Rural Appraisers.

  According to Luke Wor-
rell, AFM, ALC, principal 
at Worrell Land Services, 
Jacksonville, IL, and overall 
chair of the annual ISPFMRA 
event, “We’ll be looking at 
what happened to land values 
in 2022, the impact of high-

er interest rates, and the fact 
that our assumptions from 
last year’s conference were 
correct….We have continued 
to see a sharp rise in land val-
ues.”

  “While certain pockets 
of Illinois experienced more 
strength than others, in gener-
al, Illinois land was up across 
the board,” Worrell states. 
“To find out how much and 
where, you’ll need to hear the 
complete report and look at 
the 2023 Illinois Land Values 
and Lease Trends Report.” 
This report, produced annu-
ally, has information on land 
sales and trends for 2022 bro-

ken down into 10 geographic 
areas of the state. “Everyone 
attending gets a free copy of 
the report,” Worrell explains. 
Copies are available for pur-
chase and can be ordered 
at the organization’s web 
site  www.ispfmra.org. No 
telephone orders, please.

  The program at the Con-
ference will get underway at 
8 a.m. and conclude by 11:45. 
The keynote speaker for the 
meeting will be Dr. David 
Kohl, professor emeritus at 
Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, 
VA. He topic will be Macro-
economic Mega Trends.

 Also on the morning pro-

gram will be Bruce Sherrick, 
Ph.D., and Gary Schnitkey, 
Ph.D., both with the Univer-
sity of Illinois, and Worrell. 
They will look more closely 
at influences on land sales, 
outside influences on prices 
being paid, who’s buying and 
selling, and what to look for 
in terms of ‘crystal balling’ 
the future of land values and 
lease/rent rates.

  Advance registration is 
not required but is requested. 
The cost for ISPFMRA and 
RLI members is $70, $85 
for non-members. Registra-
tion information is available 
at www.ispfmra.org.

March is Problem Gambling Awareness Month
The National Council on 

Problem Gambling (NCPG), 
dedicates March as Problem 
Gambling Awareness Month 
(PGAM). The 2023 campaign 
theme is “Celebrating 20 
Years”. 

	Groups across America 
hold conferences, air Pub-
lic Service Announcements, 

provide counselor trainings, 
host health screening days, 
run social media campaigns 
and engage in other activities 
to increase public awareness 
of problem gambling and the 
availability of prevention, 
treatment and recovery ser-
vices.

  Problem gambling is de-

fined as all gambling behavior 
patterns that compromise, dis-
rupt or damage personal, fam-
ily or vocational pursuits. Ap-
proximately 2 million U.S. 
adults (1% of the population) 
are estimated to meet criteria 
for severe problem gambling. 
Another 4-6 million (2-3%) 
meet the criteria for mild or 

moderate problem gambling. 
  If you or someone you 

know has a gambling prob-
lem, call the Wisconsin Coun-
cil on Problem Gambling 
Helpline at 1-800-426-2535, 
Text at 1-850-888-4673 or 
Live Chat through the WCPG 
website at    www.wi-prob-
lemgamblers.org.

your source for on-line news:
RVPNEWS.

COM
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Opinion

God Is Love
Schapville Zion 

Presbyterian Church

635  E. Schapville Road
Elizabeth, IL 61028

www.schapvillezion.org

Celebrate God’s Love at
10:00 a.m. worship

64751

635 E. Schapville Rd.
Elizabeth, IL 61028

www.schapvillezion.org
815-845-2272

395526

433900

The fun of a hobby farm
A couple years ago I was 

able to purchase an eleven-
and-a-half-acre field that 
is connected to our farm. 
Since all the acreage on the 
original farm I bought was 
pasture, I didn’t have any 
land of my own to grow feed 
on for my hobby animals. 
So this worked out great and 
that next spring, I excitedly 
borrowed some of my 
brother’s equipment, tilled 
up the soil and seeded down 
my new field to oats and 
alfalfa. I mixed a little brome 
grass in with the alfalfa just 
to give the hay some variety. 
The oats are used as a cover 
crop for the alfalfa which 
grows slowly underneath 

while the oats grow fast and 
tall overhead. When the oats 
are cut midsummer then the 
alfalfa becomes established 
and can be harvested the next 
year and for the next few 
years without any replanting 
of oats.

The oats did indeed grow 
tall that first year and the field 
yielded a nice crop which I 
paid my brother to harvest 

and then sold him back the 
oats for feed. Then I baled 
up four big loads of nice dry 
oat straw and put two in my 
shed and two in another barn 
on a farm nearby where my 
brother keeps some heifers. 
Because it was such a good 
growing season some of the 
brome grass grew up fairly 
tall with the oats and so it 
was cut with the combine 
and thrown into the windrow 
with the oat stubble. The past 
couple years I’ve used that 
straw for bedding for my 
animals. Now usually sheep, 
horses, goats, calves, or cows 
don’t eat straw they just lay 
on it. The funny thing is that 
this oat straw with the little 
bit of brome grass mixed in 
makes it kind of tasty for the 
livestock. So along with their 
hay, I see them eating some 
of their bedding whenever 
I throw it in their pen. They 
don’t eat a lot of the straw, 
but I can see they like to pick 
around in it to find the sweet 
brome grass. There also may 
be some oats mixed in there 

that they are going after. 
Last year was the first year 

for cutting the hay and I was 
able to get four nice cuttings 
off that field which has lasted 
me nicely through the winter 
months. I figure about the 
time I run out of straw, I can 
till the field up and seed it 
down to oats and start the 
process all over again. My 
beef herd is growing because 
from the time I started a few 
years ago when I bought 
two Angus heifers and one 
Simmental, I’ve only had one 
baby calf that was a bull. All 
the rest have been heifers. I 
even had to butcher a couple 
of my original cows because 
I didn’t want my herd to get 
too big. The good thing is 
that whether you butcher a 
steer or a cow or a heifer they 
all taste the same, delicious!

Last year I sold my dairy 
cows so now I’m looking 
forward to being able to 
build my beef numbers up a 
little. There are few things as 

Waste this day 
“A wasted day can be 

time well spent so long as it 
is wasted with purpose”—
Anonymous

We are a culture often 
consumed with the material 
world. We assess value based 
on our net worth, which is 
often decreased by net waste. 
Time spent amassing wealth is 
valuable; time spent wasting 
time is just that. And that could 
very well lead to a squandered 
life.

I beg to differ. Sometimes 
the best times are the ones 
deemed nonproductive. 
Those that touch our heart, 
but contribute little or 
nothing to our 401k balance. 
Sometimes the heart yearns 
for the immense potential of a 
wasted day—time spent doing 
whatever it is that feeds our 
soul, which is just as critical to 
our well-being as feeding the 
bank account.

Quite simply, we need both 
to survive. But sometimes 
one is sacrificed for the other 
because we walk (or preferably 
run) through life with blinders 
on. Tomorrow is assumed 
and expected, even though it 
is never promised. We often 
forget this, and in that vein, 
we forget to value the premise 
of wasted time. Time spent on 
just us.

“Just” us—as if we aren’t 
important enough to warrant 
squandered time. Go ahead, 
squander in whatever way 
feels best to you.

Waste this day but 
appreciate this moment. Go for 
a walk.

Train for a 5K or a marathon 
- both equally valuable to your 
psyche. Attend a yoga class or 
find one online.

Take more than a day and 
drive across the country. See 
the sites. Stop at small towns 
and chat with the locals.

Write a love letter or maybe 
a poem. Share them both with 
the person you love. Take a 
risk.

Go out to eat and order your 
favorite dish or maybe try 
something you’ve never eaten 
before. Cook in your own 
kitchen but do it with passion 
and from scratch.

Bake homemade cookies 
or a meal of comfort food 
and share them with a friend. 
Create a new recipe and don’t 
worry about it failing.

Paint—a wall, a canvas, 
your nails or the town red.

Dance in your living room 
or in public. Sing karaoke.

Take a nap.
Watch a sappy movie, or an 

action flick. Take your pick.
Write a letter to your former 

or future self. Review any life 
regrets and tell yourself that 
you’ve always done the best 
you can with what you have, 
because it’s the truth.

Spend an afternoon with 
your dog or cat on your lap or 
lying at your feet.

Make something with your 
hands—paint, sculpt, sew, 
build. Don’t say, “I can’t” or “I 
never learned to …” Just do it.

Take time to appreciate - the 
air, trees, birds, wood, grass - 
all the world around you.

Volunteer for a charity you 
believe in. March for a good 
cause.

Get out. Do. Reach out. 
Make a connection. Smile. At a 
friend, at a stranger, at yourself 
in the mirror. Look inward. 
Reflect. Meditate. Pray. 
Journal. Give thanks.

Be glad that you are you.
Indulge in unencumbered 

time. Call it what you want: 
wasted time, leisure time, 
meditative time, a vacation 
from realty or just the 
weekend.

Do it unapologetically and 
with abandon, because it is 
time spent “just” for you.

Jill Pertler is an award-
winning syndicated columnist, 
published playwright, author 
and member of the National 
Society of Newspaper 
Columnists. Don’t miss a slice; 
follow the Slices of Life page 
on Facebook.

By
Jill
Pertler
Columnist

Slices of life

By
Scott
Cernek 
Columnist

Weekly connection

See farm, Page 5
MOWERY AUTO PARTS

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks

392194
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Clip and Bring This Ad For Special Door Prize Ticket. Must be Present to Win. 

March  25 & 26, 2023
Sat 10-5      Sun 10-3

NEW  & USED SALES
OPERATING LAYOUTS

ONLY $5.00 CASH

       KIDS FREE

         FREE PARKING

Harlem High School
9229 N. Alpine Rd.
Machesney Park, IL

42,000 SQ FT

     OF FAMILY FUN

DOOR PRIZES

Rock RiveR valley tRain Show

433345 FREE Admission. Reservations required. Call 815.235.1212 or 800.373.4109 or pkbrs@plager-law.com

Experienced attorneys from Plager, Krug, Bauer, Rudolph & Stodden, Ltd. will discuss these  
questions and more, as well as review current trends and  new developments in estate planning.

Please join us for this timely and informative FREE seminar at one of the following locations: 

• Do I really need a will or 
power of attorney?

• What is a trust?
• What is probate?
• Do I need power of attorney?

• Should I make lifetime gifts?
• What makes up my estate?
• How will I pay for nursing home care?
• Will Federal or Illinois Estate  
	taxes	affect	me?

 Thursday, March 16, 2:00 pm Co-sponsor Solutions Bank, Forreston at Forreston Public Library, 
  204 1st Ave., Forreston

 Thursday, March 30, 2:00 pm Co-sponsor Citizens State Bank at Freeport Public Library, 
  100 E. Douglas St., Freeport

  Monday, April 3, 5:00 pm Co-sponsor First State Bank of Shannon, 1 S. Linn, Shannon

 Tuesday, April 4 at 6:30 pm Co-sponsor Solutions Bank, 996 W. Fairview Rd., Freeport

 Wednesday, April 5, 2:00 pm Co-sponsor Community Bank, 401 S. Church St., Orangeville

 Tuesday, April 11, 11:30 am Co-sponsor Prairie View Assisted Living 
  500 E. McNair Rd., Winnebago

 Wednesday, April 19, 6:00 pm Co-sponsor Citizens State Bank at Stockton Country Inn & Suites, 
  200 Dillon Ave., Stockton

 Friday, April 21, 5:00 pm Co-sponsor Keller Williams Realty Signature, 802 Spring St., Galena

 Wednesday, May 3, 6:00 pm Co-sponsor Citizens State Bank at Lena Community Center, 
  497 Lions Dr., Lena

 Wednesday, May 10, 6:00 pm Freeport Public Library, 100 E. Douglas St., Freeport

 Wednesday, May 17, 2:00 pm Co-sponsor WinnPrairie, 1545 S. Forest Rd., Freeport

 

PLAGER
KRUG
BAUER
RUDOLPH
STODDEN

Get Your Questions Answered

• 2023 •

ESTATE
PLANNING

433359

	I just read the Jo Daviess 
County Board voted to go 
forward with Renovation 
of the Jo Daviess County 
Courthouse.  As a citizen 
of Jo Daviess County, I 
don’t believe the Jo Daviess 
County Board should make 
the final decision on this 
important project. There 
was an Ad Courthouse 
Committee appointed that 
spent very little time on all 
of the options. This is a huge 
project that needs time spent 
looking at other options, 
not just what Architects are 
stating.

	This building has been 
a huge expense for a 
number of years. There are 
a lot of problems with the 
current structure that need 

addressing. This building has 
been costing the taxpayers 
a lot of money over the last 
decade. Why didn’t this 
Ad Courthouse Committee 
look at all of the options? 
The Committee was just 
appointed about three months 
ago. How can you make 
decisions on a project this 
size in that short of time?

	Was a new site 
considered? What about 
current parking at the current 
building? We will lose 
parking if the old building is 
renovated. What was the cost 
of moving to a new location 
versus renovation? Other 
counties have moved to new 
locations and jail facilities 
are at different locations. I 
agree something needs to be 

addressed with our current 
courthouse

	Has your County Board 
Representative addressed you 
in your district? You voted 
for your representative. It is 
their job to discuss matters 
of this importance with their 
constituents. Find out before 
it is too late.

	As a Jo Daviess County 
taxpayer, I am against the 
Jo Daviess County Board 
making decisions without 
input from the citizens of 
Jo Daviess County that will 
amount to millions of dollars 
that will end up on your tax 
bill. This decision affects 
everyone in Jo Daviess 
County.        

 Ron Mapes
Stockton, IL    

Letter to the editor

enjoyable in the spring and 
summer as watching those 
strong little beef calves out on 
the pasture with their mothers 
kicking up their heels and 
growing bigger and bigger. 
By fall it’s time to wean the 
calves and separate them 
from the herd until they are 
big enough to breed or send to 
market. I sure get a great deal 
of enjoyment out of having a 
few cattle, a couple ponies, a 
horse, and I can’t forget a few 
sheep too around the place. 
It keeps me in touch with the 
cycle of life and keeps our 
freezers full as well.

In the book of James 
5:7 we read, Therefore, be 
patient, brethren, until the 
coming of the Lord. The 
farmer waits for the precious 
produce of the soil, being 
patient about it, until it gets 

•	Farm   (Continued from page 4)

Guidelines for writing, 
submitting a letter to the editor

	Rock Valley Publishing encourages readers to reach out 
to the community by writing a letter to the editor. 

	Letters are limited to 500 words. Authors must include 
their first and last name, the city or village in which they 
reside, and a phone number and email address where they 
can be reached in case of questions. 

Send letters to: scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
Letter-writers will be limited to one letter per 

month except for locally elected officials, or individuals 
specifically associated with local village governments or 
entities such as school districts, park districts or library 
districts.

	No letters directed to a third party will be accepted for 
publication.

	We reserve the right to edit a letter for reasons of 
clarity, space restrictions and libel. 

www.edwardjones.com

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor

640 W. South St, #4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

F
D

I-
18

6
7H

-A

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor
.

640 W South St 4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

Member SIPC

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 02/28/23. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-
issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per 
depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please 
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to 
availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest 
rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can 
lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal 
may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution 
of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are 
issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the 
Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

1-year

5.00%
APY*

3-year

4.60%
APY*

5-year

4.45%
APY*

433884

the early and late rains. 
Without God’s faithful rains 
farming wouldn’t be very 

enjoyable and we would 
all be in trouble. Until next 
week, God bless.

Stephenson County Fiber 
Art Fair workshops offered
Attend the Stephenson Country Fiber Art 

Fair on Saturday, April 8 and join in on one 
of the many workshops offered.  

From Seed to Fiber 
	Learn flax history, how to plant and 

grow line flax, and how to process the 
plant to extract the fiber.  Participants will 
ripple, break, scutch, and hackle retted 
and dried flax to produce the fiber needed 
for spinning. The program will include a 
“PowerPoint” presentation followed by 
hands-on activities. (This class is about 
fiber preparation rather than spinning, 
although participants may bring a drop 
spindle or flax wheel to spin fiber they 
prepared in class.) Minimum age is 15 
years old.

	This workshop will be held from 1 p.m. 

to 4 p.m.  The cost is $50.  Instructing 
are Tom and Joanne Blodgett.  Please 
wear work clothes, a sweatshirt, closed-
toed shoes, gloves, hat, and jacket in case 
the event is outdoors.  To register visit 
https://www.scfiberartfair.com/workshops.

Coil Basket
	In this class attendees will learn how 

to make a coil basket with a wooden base. 
Students will create a unique basket by 
wrapping a core with hand spun wool yarn 
and you can embellish with some natural 
sheep curls or beaded yarn.  They are fun 
to make, and no experience is necessary.

	The workshop will be held from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.  The cost is $60.  Instructing is 
Jill Colbert.  To register visit https://www.
scfiberartfair.com/workshops.

393045
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Friday Fish Fry

106 E. Railroad Street • Lena, IL
815-369-1210

FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIAL - 2 pc. Haddock

FRIDAY FISH FRY DINNER SPECIAL
Beer battered, grilled or fried haddock

3 piece OR all you can eat! Comes with choice 
of soup or salad, coleslaw and side.

BE SURE TO ORDER
Mulligan’s Famous Cheese

Curds
433502

Little
John’s Tap

147 South Main
Pearl City
815-443-2818

2 Piece Haddock Dinner
(hand battered or baked)

Served with fries, coleslaw 
and dinner roll

Fridays starting at 5 p.m.

433500

HARTZELL’S
FRIDAY FISH FRY

served 11 am - 1 pm, 4 pm - 5:30 pm
while supplies last

fish sandwich $4.79
2 piece cod dinner, poTaTo 
wedGes, saLad & roLL $8.99
feeL free To caLL in your order and 
we’LL have iT ready when you come

harTzeLL’s deLi
rt. 78 n • warren

815-745-3311 433504

2051 Ayp Rd. • Freeport, IL 61032
815-233-0560

Corner of Bypass 20 & Highway 20 - At the Stoplight.

(Served all day on Fridays)
Fish Fry

11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

• Cod • Catfish
• Bluegill • Walleye

• Salmon
390306

To Advertise
your 

Lenten Specials 
call

Cyndee Stiefel
815-369-4112 or
815-947-3353

272811

Broiled or Fried Fish Atlantic Cod
Twice as good as anyone else!
Now enjoy the Coach’s Fish Fry

BOTH Friday & Saturday!
Lena, IL • 815-369-2222

390024

433924

Friday Night All-you-can-eat Cod
and

Other seafood specials
available!!!

 3500 E. Center Rd., Stockton
815-858-3939

woodbinebend.com
414191

Open 7 days a week

Fish Tacos (broiled or fried)
Fridays 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

7836 Us Hwy 20 w.
Lena, IL, 61048
815-291-2744

433907

B a r r e l
&  B r i e

815-858-9111
111 North Main St.

Elizabeth, IL

Fried Cod or 
Shrimp

with choice of 
baked potato 
or fries and 

coleslaw

433913

Shrimp • Frog Legs • Cod Dinners
Fridays 5 - 9 p.m.
All Year Round

815-858-3333
200 North Main St.

Elizabeth
433918

    your source for on-line news:

	       RVPNEWS.COM
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Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE, rvpnews.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

392651

A BIG “THANK YOU”
to those readers who have sent a donation to help 

underwrite The Scoop Today and Shopper’s Guide. For those 
of you who haven’t done so in the past year, but enjoy this 
newspaper and would like to help us pay for its operation,  

please send a donation in any amount to:

240 W. Main Street, Suite B • Lena, IL • 61048
IF YOU THINK YOUR NEWSPAPER IS WORTH

50¢ an issue, it would be $26.00; 75¢ an issue - $39.00 
or $1 an issue - $52.00

You won’t get a tote bag, T-shirt, coffee mug or CD of Lawrence Welk’s
Greatest Hits. But you will get the satisfaction of knowing that you have

helped to support your favorite newspaper.

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

Phone______________________________

__ Please keep my
     paper coming:

392657

the Scoop Today
Shopper’s Guide

BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!
10% MORE for 

jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mint Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Coins 
Flatware • Diamonds • Sterling

40
36

86

M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Northeast Illinois Forestry Association 
announces annual dinner meeting

	The Northwest Illinois For-
estry Association (NIFA) will 
welcome Kevin Oetken at 
its annual dinner meeting on 
Tuesday, March 28, at 7 p.m. 
at the Mount Carroll Church 
of God.   Following dinner, 
Oetken will  make a  presen-
tation showcasing Native 
American artifacts, which he 
has personally found over 45 
years of collecting.  Oetken is 
a consultant forester and owns 
Woodland Forestry Consult-
ing. He has a great interest in 
how Native Americans used 
trees, wildflowers, and wild-
life for thousands of years, 
and how European settlement 
has impacted our environment 
in a much shorter period of 
time.

	Reservations must be made 
by Sunday, March 19.   With 
a reservation, fee for the 

dinner and program is  $20 
for NIFA members and their 
guests, or  $25 for non-mem-
bers.   Without a reservation, 
it is $30.  Dinner fees can be 
paid when you register here 
or at the door. The dinner this 
year will feature Arnold Farm 
pork and beef. Reservations 
can be made by phone to Kev-

in Cahill at 815-979-8900, by 
emailing  kevincahillfarm@
gmail.com  or on the website 
at www.nifatrees.org/events.

	The Church of God is lo-
cated at 816 S. Clay Street, 
Mount Carroll, Illinois.  Clay 
Street is Route 78 and the 
Church is just north of Route 
52/64 on the east side of Clay.

By Peter Hancock
Capitol News Illinois

	Citing what he called a 
nationwide crisis in chil-
dren’s mental health, Gov. 
JB Pritzker recently unveiled 
a sweeping plan to overhaul 
and expand the availability of 
children’s behavioral health 
services in Illinois. “Long 
before COVID-19 turned 
our world upside down, our 
nation was facing a mental 
health crisis,” Pritzker said 
at an event at the West40 Re-
gional Safe School in the west 
Chicago suburb of Maywood. 
“Nearly one in five children 
experienced a mental health 
disorder, from depression to 
anxiety to ADHD. But only 
20 percent of them received 
the behavioral health care that 
they needed.”

	In March of last year, Pritz-

ker launched what was called 
the Children’s Behavioral 
Health Transformation Initia-
tive, a project that involved 
six state agencies and other 
outside entities that deal with 
children’s mental health. Its 
task was to build a coordinat-
ed, interagency approach to 
ensuring young people with 
significant behavioral health 
needs receive the community 
and residential services they 
need.

	The results of that effort 
were released in a recent re-
port that examined data from 
multiple state agencies to 
assess the need for services, 
determine which populations 
are most affected by the crisis 
and come up with a plan for 
coordinating state resources 
to meet those needs. “It’s a 
blueprint for transformation 

of the behavioral health sys-
tem for Illinois’ youth,” Pritz-
ker said. “This is an unprece-
dented interagency effort that 
will provide more and better 
treatment and save lives.”

	Although a recent study by 
Mental Health America found 
Illinois ranks 13th-best over-
all on a set of factors related 
to youth mental health care, 
the Transformation Initiative 
analysis found that 40 percent 
of young people in Illinois 
who experienced major de-
pressive episodes were unable 
to receive mental health care.

Youth in care of the Depart-
ment of Children and Family 
Services who need inpatient 
residential treatment for their 
condition are disproportion-
ately Black, the report found. 
As well, the report found a 
quarter of all the beds at resi-

Pritzker launches children’s behavioral health initiative
Goal is to expand services to address youth mental health crisis

dential treatment facilities are 
unavailable due to understaff-
ing.

	It also found that the state 
has a fragmented system of 
delivering mental and behav-
ioral health services, with dif-
ferent state agencies provid-
ing services under different 
standards and often paying 
different reimbursement rates 
for similar services. “Multiple 
state agencies operate pro-
grams that provide services to 
support children’s behavioral 
health, but there is minimal 
systematic coordination and 
no holistic, developmentally 
informed approach to meet-
ing youth needs,” the report 
stated. “With no central point 
of entry to help families nav-
igate, children and families 
must access services differ-
ently across agencies, meet 
agency-specific eligibility re-

quirements, and maintain ac-
cess to services with minimal 
supports.”

	To address that issue, Pritz-
ker said, the Transformation 
Initiative developed and pi-
lot tested a new online portal 
where people seeking assis-
tance for youth could connect 
with the services they need. 
He described it as “a kind of 
a front door for stakeholders 
seeking assistance for youth 
with the greatest needs.”

	As of Jan. 30, after only 
a few months of operation, 
Pritzker said, 41 percent of 
the cases that came through 
that portal had already been 
connected with interventions, 
placements and services. “So 
with a successful pilot under-
way and under our belt, we 
are now going to build out this 
more robust care portal for 
children and families seeking 

behavioral health services,” 
he said. “And we’re adding to 
it a hotline for assistance and 
specialized guidance for those 
beginning the process of ac-
cessing care.”

	The Transformation Initia-
tive report also spells several 
other recommendations for 
improving services. Those 
include standardizing reim-
bursement rates for services 
so providers are compensated 
consistently; offering univer-
sal screening in schools and 
health care settings for behav-
ioral health problems so they 
are detected early; and ex-
panding eligibility for current 
programs and developing new 
service types. “Our ability to 
provide the behavioral health 
support that we desperately 
need for our kids and adults 

See Initiative, Page 12
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Loescher
H E AT I N G  A N D  A I R  C O N D I T I O N I N G

Residential & Commercial Services

24 HOUR SERVICE
855.499.HEAT  loescherhvac.com

411765

433696

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

expect more from your body shop
aMore Experience aMore Service aMore Quality 

A T  A T  A T  A P P L E  C A N Y O N  L A K EA P P L E  C A N Y O N  L A K EA P P L E  C A N Y O N  L A K E
I S  C E L E B R A T I N G  A  G R A N D  R E - O P E N I N G !I S  C E L E B R A T I N G  A  G R A N D  R E - O P E N I N G !I S  C E L E B R A T I N G  A  G R A N D  R E - O P E N I N G !

   

N E W  M A N A G E M E N T ,  N E W  M E N U ,N E W  M A N A G E M E N T ,  N E W  M E N U ,N E W  M A N A G E M E N T ,  N E W  M E N U ,
N E W  O P P O R T U N I T Y  F O R  Y O U !N E W  O P P O R T U N I T Y  F O R  Y O U !N E W  O P P O R T U N I T Y  F O R  Y O U !

Scan the QR code or visit
www.applecanyonlake.org

to apply today!

 B a r t e n d e r s  •  B u s s e r s  •  C o o k s
H o s t s / H o s t e s s e s  •  S e r v e r s

433888

submitted photo Rock Valley Publishing

Something to smile about
	 Janet Dvorak from 
Stockton Dental Center 
gave dental presentations 
to the Stockton Elementa-
ry students. The students 
learned the importance of 
brushing and flossing their 
teeth, how many teeth they 
have and all about cavity 
bugs! All students received 
goodie bags filled with 
dental supplies provided 
by Stockton Dental Center.

submitted photo Rock Valley Publishing

This week’s Little Blackhawks	
	 Congratulations to 
these Stockton Elemen-
tary and Middle School 
students who were rec-
ognized for following the 
Blackhawk Way.

Spend the day 
on the farm at 
Discovery Center

Discovery Center is cel-
ebrating all things farm-
ing with  Ag All Around 
Us  on  Saturday, March 11 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Dis-
covery Center and the Win-
nebago-Boone Farm Bureau 
are joining forces to create a 
“farm-tastic” day! Explore the 
ways agriculture makes use of 
science, technology, engineer-
ing and math. Chat with local 
farmers, peek at live barnyard 
babies, make and sample but-
ter, learn how to make a worm 
bin and sprout house, and get 
the scoop on soil. Enjoy cute 

crafts, earth-loving activities, 
and eye-opening information. 
Bandanas, work boots and bib 
overalls optional.

	All activities are includ-
ed with general admission to 
Discovery Center. General 
admission: $10 adults; $10 
children ages 2-17; free to 
Discovery Center Members 
and children age 1 and young-
er. This event is sponsored in 
part by the Winnebago-Boone 
Farm Bureau and its Agricul-
ture in the Classroom pro-
gram, and a grant from the 
Illinois Arts Council Agency.
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Missing Tooth/Teeth? Loose Dentures? We Can Help!

Dental Implants

FREE CONSULTATION
Call today to find
out how we can

help improve
your smile!

815-947-3700 www.stocktondental.com
Dr. Stephen F. Petras, DMD

120 W. Front Ave., Stockton, IL 61085
433364A licensed Illinois General Dentist

for voting us
AMONG THE BEST COMMUNITY
PRESENCE & #1 in the Region for

BEST FURNITURE STORE &
BEST APPLIANCE STORE!

REASONS TO SHOP AT RITE-WAY
Friendly & Helpful Customer Service

• • • 
No Pressure Assistance from

Knowledgeable Staff
• • •

Best Brand Selection
Flexsteel, Serta, Therapedic, Frigidaire,

Best Chair, GE & More
• • •

Local Advantage See it before you buy it
• • •

Low Price Guarantee
Will Match or Beat Same Items Locally

• • •
Delivery in Our Region

Convenient scheduling & will haul away old items

Financing & Layaway Available

NW Illinois’ Largest Furniture, Mattress & Appliance Dealer
20 E. Stephenson St., Downtown Freeport | 815-235-4911

Serving the Region for Brand Name
Furniture, Mattresses & Appliances

Hours: Mon-Fri 9 - 5 PM; Sat 9 - 4 PM

433750

Each year the week of 
George Washington’s birthday 
is celebrated by FFA Chapters 
across the nation as National 
FFA Week.  FFA Chapters are 
encouraged to have special 
activities and events to pro-
mote their organization with-
in their own school districts.  
The River Ridge FFA Chapter 
planned several activities for 
their members and student 
body once again this year.

	Each day of this special 
week had a themed dress up 
day, from “Camo and Coun-
try” to “Here by the Flag” pa-
triotic colors.  The FFA Week 
Committee had events for the 
whole school to participate in 
such as the duck hunt (finding 
plastic bath ducks around the 
school) and truck judging.  
Other events were planned 
just for FFA members to par-
ticipate in, including the hay 
bale toss, musical buckets, 
tug-o-war, and making dirt 
dessert.  The FFA officers also 
showed their appreciation 
for the support of the faculty 
and staff by serving them a 
hot breakfast on the last day 
of the week.  Overall, it was 
great week.  Students had a 
blast with the activities and 
promoting their organization.  

submitted photo

 Rock Valley Publishing

	 Avery Engle, Cora Ditt-
mar and Cora Ritchie help 
make breakfast for faculty 
and staff to show their ap-
preciation for supporting 
the River Ridge FFA and 
all that they do.

submitted photo Rock Valley Publishing

	 Joseph Winter, Ethan Kloss, Sawyer Fry, Ty Spahn, Laiken Haas, Logan Keleher, 
and Thomas Harms give it their all at the tug-o-war competition. 

submitted photo 

Rock Valley Publishing

	 Sawyer Fry participates 
in the hay bale toss with 
Logan Keleher and George 
Winter cheering him on.

submitted photo 

Rock Valley Publshing

	 Lucas Holland assists 
in preparing the Teacher 
Appreciation Breakfast.

River Ridge-Scales Mound 
baseball prepping for 2023
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

	After losing four play-
ers to graduation, the River 
Ridge-Scales Mound Wild-
cats will have some holes 
to fill in 2023.  One of their 
biggest losses was Breyton 
Fry, who was a Second Team 
All-Conference infielder in 
the NUIC-West.  

	Despite that, the 2023 
Wildcats return a number 
of their core players from a 
team that finished 10-16 last 
season.  Specifically, their 
entire pitching staff is back.  
That includes Maddox Knau-
er who is back for his senior 
campaign.  Maddox is a two-
time, First Team All-Confer-
ence pitcher-catcher.  Jeremy 
Knauer, the RR-SM Head 
Coach, calls Maddox their 
ace, but it doesn’t end with 
him.  “Dylan Diehl is a terrif-
ic number two for us,” Knau-
er said, adding that Diehl is a 
“strike thrower who pitches 
to contact.”  Knauer went 
on to add that, “Derek Dis-
tler is a sophomore who we 
expect big things from.”  In 
the bullpen, Knauer is con-
fident in their guys for relief 
saying, “We also have some 
nice bullpen pieces in George 
Winter, Joe Winter, Mason 
Smith, and Ty Spahn.”  It’s 
no secret the Wildcats will 
look to rely on their arms on 
the mound this season. 

	For the most part, the 
Wildcats return a majority 
of their starting lineup from 
last season.  Knauer says 
they will be led defensively 
by Charlie Wiegel, who will 
look to hold things down in 
center field.  Wiegel is one 
of three seniors on the ros-
ter this year, including Jacon 
Deurr and Landis Longmore.  

	While the Wildcats should 
look to be in improved team 
in 2023, there are still a lot 
of concerns surrounding this 
team.  Knauer acknowledged 
that stating, “Lots of ques-
tion marks still.  We had way 
too high of a strike out rate 
the last two seasons.  That 
is going to have to change 
if we want to find more suc-
cess.”  The Wildcats also 
have some questions about 
a few key positions around 
the field.  “Maddox will be 
asked to do more catching 
this season, which isn’t ideal 
since he also pitches a lot.”  
Knauer shared.  The Wildcats 
will also be looking to sopho-
more Damon Dittmar to step 
in behind the plate this year.  
They will also have to find a 
replacement at first base as 
they lost Caden Albrecht who 
held down the position in re-
cent years.  

	The hope for the 2023 
Wildcats should be to get 
back to a five hundred win-
ning percentage for the regu-

lar season.  After going 10-16 
last year, the Wildcats and 
Knauer know their weakness-
es and how to play to their 
strengths.  If RR-SM can find 
their identity throughout the 
year and play their best ball 
when it matters most, they 
could be in a position to make 
a postseason run.  Their depth 
on the mound is a luxury that 
most high school teams don’t 
have.  If Knauer can find a 
way to get some consisten-
cy from the offense, RR-SM 
should be in a good position. 

	It won’t be easy, howev-
er.  With a talented NUIC, 
the Wildcats will face plenty 
of tough competition in the 
Northwestern Illinois area.  
Knauer acknowledged some 
of the better teams in the 
area saying, “Lena is going 
to be very good this season, 
bringing back a lot of last 
year’s regional championship 
team.  Galena is a young and 
upcoming team who are set-
up nicely for some sustained 
success.  Pearl City has the 
best pitcher in the area in 
Nathan Brinkmeier and has 
more than enough talent 
around him to compete for a 
regional this year.”  

	The Wildcats are hope-
ful to throw their name in 
the mix of things.  They will 
begin their 2023 season on 
Tuesday, March 21 when they 
play host to Milledgeville.

River Ridge FFA celebrates 
National FFA Week

Apply for Farm Bureau Ag Innovation Challenge
$165K in startup 
funds available

The American Farm Bureau 
Federation, in partnership 
with Farm Credit, is seeking 
entrepreneurs to apply online 
for the 2024 Farm Bureau Ag 
Innovation Challenge. Now 

in its 10th year, this national 
business competition show-
cases U.S. startup companies 
developing innovative solu-
tions to challenges faced by 
America’s farmers, ranchers 

and rural communities.
	Farm Bureau is offering 

$165,000 in startup funds 
throughout the course of the 

See challenge, Page 16
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JOANNE LANCASTER TRUST 
Property Location: 23716 Dry Bone Road, Shullsburg, WI 53586 

Seymour Township – Lafayette County 
 

Auction: Thursday, March 30th, 2023 – Starting at 2:30 pm 
 Auction Conducted at Darlington Inn – 201 Christensen Dr, Darlington, WI, 53530 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION: WWW.POWERSAUCTION.COM 

 

   
Featuring 320 +/- Acres of Productive Farmland with a House & Buildings. Crop Land is 83% Tillable, The Overall 

Corn Growers PI is 65.2%. Soil Types Include: Palsgrove, New Glarus, Ashdale, Dodgeville, Orin.  
Property will be sold in four parcel – No Buyers Premium -All Terms Day of Auction. s 

Crop Land is Currently Rented for the 2023 Season. 

OPEN HOUSE MARCH 17, 2023 – FROM 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM 
 

  

110 E Murray St 
Browntown, WI 53522 

(608) 439 – 5760 
#91 

 

11875 HWY 20 East 
Stockton, IL 61085 
(815) 947-9040 or (815) 266-
8302 
  

 

JOANNE LANCASTER TRUST 

Auction: Thursday, March 30th, 2023 – Starting at 10:30 AM 
 

Property Location: North Canyon Park Rd, Stockton, IL 61085 
Rush Township – Jo Daviess County 

 

Auction Conducted at Woodbine Bend Golf Couse – 3500 E Center Rd, Stockton, IL 61085 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION: WWW.POWERSAUCTION.COM 

Featuring 117 +/- Acres of Productive Farmland. The overall PI is 106.7 on 109 Tillable Acres – Over 93% Tillable. 
The Balance of 8 acres is non-Tillable. Soil Types Include: Greenbush, Massbach, Loran, Beaucoup, Eleroy 

Property will be sold in one parcel – No Buyers Premium -All Terms Day of Auction. 
Crop Land is Currently Rented for the 2023 Season 

   110 E Murray St 
Browntown, WI 53522 

(608) 439 – 5760 
#441-000132 

 
 

11875 HWY 20 East 
Stockton, IL 61085 
(815) 947-9040 or (815) 266-8302 
 

   

Two AucTions, Two LocATions, sAme DAy
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s 
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ONLINE AUCTION
Stephen and Dorleen Switzer, Trust

Jonathan Whitney, Trustee.
11734 N. Showers Rd., Orangeville IL 61060

Bid online, go to Diekenauction.hibid.com or visit Diekenauctionservice.com
 Friday, March 10 • 6 a.m. - Wednesday, March 15 • 6 p.m.

Preview date, Thursday, March 9 •  5 – 7 p.m.  Come take a look 
2 – Vehicles, Antiques, Collectibles, Jewelry, Furniture, Household, Kitchen, Home 

décor, Garage items, misc. & more. (No Shipping)     
Pick up only, Friday, March 17 • 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. / Saturday, March 18  • 8 a.m. – 1 p.m.
                                     (11734 N. Showers Rd., Orangeville, IL 61060 )

Bring help & tools for loading your items. 
Please follow the current social distancing guidelines. 

Terms/Cond: Credit/Debit card payment only, 15% Buyer’s Premium. Everything Sold 
AS IS.

Dieken Auction Service, Warren IL 61087 • 815-222-0542
diekenauction@gmail.com Terry Dieken, IL Lic. #440000430/WI Lic. #859 

( Like Us On Facebook ) 
433767

‘Omnibus’ health care bill passed amid criticisms  
Wide-ranging law put popular, controversial measures into a single package

By Peter Hancock
Capitol News Illinois

	A law recently signed by 
Gov. JB Pritzker will extend 
the deadline for the state to 
transfer criminal defendants 
deemed mentally incompe-
tent to stand trial from jail to 
a mental hospital. That same 
bill, House Bill 240, also 
gives nursing homes in Illi-
nois two more years to com-
ply with minimum staffing 
levels implemented in 2022 
before getting fined by the 
Department of Public Health.

Those are just two parts of 
a 67-page “omnibus” health 
care bill that passed the Gen-
eral Assembly on the final 
day of its recent lame duck 
session.

	And even though parts of 
the bill received criticism, 
many lawmakers who op-
posed those elements said 
they felt compelled to vote 
for it anyway because oth-
er parts of the bill were too 

important. Those necessary 
provisions included enabling 
certain rural hospitals to draw 
upon more federal funds, 
distributing federal disaster 
aid to ambulance services 
impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic, and extending 
the deadline for a shuttered 
hospital in Chicago’s west 
suburbs to reopen under new 
ownership.

	“I think that there are some 
important changes in this 
bill, and I certainly disagree 
with the process of putting 
things together where some 
I really support and some I 
don’t,” said then-Rep. Avery 
Bourne, R-Morrisonville, 
during a committee hearing 
on the bill.

Bourne ran unsuccessful-
ly for lieutenant governor in 
2022, giving up the oppor-
tunity for a fifth term in the 
House.

 
Extended jail stays 

	Previous standards set 
in Illinois law set a 20-day 
deadline for the Department 
of Human Services to assume 
custody of a criminal defen-
dant deemed incompetent to 
stand trial or found not guilty 
by reason of insanity. DHS 
would then be required to 
place them in a psychiatric 
institution. 

	The new law extends the 
period a defendant can sit in 
jail to 60 days. And, if DHS 
cannot place the defendant 
in a facility in that amount 
of time, it can ask the court 
for 30-day extensions until 
such time as a space becomes 
available.

Officials in the Pritzker 
administration testified that 
DHS often isn’t able to do 
that, either because the agen-
cy doesn’t get notice from the 
court that a defendant needs 
to be transferred or because 
there simply aren’t enough 
staffed beds available in Illi-

nois’ seven state-run mental 
institutions.

	“I think it really was just 
an attempt to try to be re-
alistic,” said Ann Spillane, 
Pritzker’s general counsel, in 
committee testimony earlier 
this month. “We’re not meet-
ing 20 days. We haven’t for a 
long time.”

State officials estimate 
there are currently more than 
200 individuals in county 
jails who have been awaiting 
transfer to a state mental hos-
pital for 60 days or more.

Spillane said DHS is work-
ing to expand the number of 
mental hospital beds in the 
state, but there has been a 
“tremendous increase” in the 
past year in the number of 
people found unfit to stand 
trial or not guilty by reason 
of insanity.

But county sheriffs, who 
oversee county jails, argued 
they have staffing shortag-
es too, and that they are not 
equipped to house and treat 
people with severe mental 
illnesses.

	Jim Kaitschuk, executive 
director of the Illinois Sher-
iffs’ Association, said the 
problem is especially severe 
in southern Illinois where 
there is a shortage of com-
munity-based mental health 
services to begin with. He 
pointed to ongoing litigation 
filed by a number of state’s 
attorneys over DHS’ failure 
to promptly take people into 
its custody out of county 
jails.

	“We certainly understand 
the dilemma that the De-
partment of Human Service 
has in terms of getting those 
staff,” he said. “The problem 

is, at the local level, we have 
that same problem. So, we’re 
not able to maintain the level 
of staffing and the number of 
people and the beds that we 
need within our county jails.” 

He also said many counties 
lack community services to 
provide treatment to the in-
dividuals. 

	During House debate ear-
lier this month, now-retired 
House Republican Lead-
er Jim Durkin, of Western 
Springs, said he understood 
the concerns of county sher-
iffs, but said the rest of the 
bill was too important to be 
held up by that issue.

	“Don’t let this provision 
kill or change your position 
or change your vote on this,” 
he said. “It’s a really good 
bill.” 

Durkin suggested law-
makers should continue to 
negotiate that specific issue 
in the new General Assembly 
which began Jan. 11. 

 
Nursing homes

	Other lawmakers had sim-
ilar issues with a provision 
giving nursing homes two 
more years—until 2025—to 
come into compliance with 
minimum staffing require-
ments before facing fines 
from the Department of Pub-
lic Health.

	Illinois has some of the 
most understaffed nursing 
homes in the country, and 
last year lawmakers passed a 
sweeping overhaul of the way 
they are reimbursed through 
Medicaid that included as 
much as $700 million per 
year in incentive payments 
to increase their staff and 
raise wages for nursing home 

workers.
	But nursing home indus-

try lobbyists said many fa-
cilities are still reeling from 
the financial impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
that statewide, employment 
in nursing homes is still be-
low pre-pandemic levels.

	“Pandemic exhaustion 
has led to the resignation of 
thousands of nursing home 
employees and strained the 
long-term care labor mar-
ket,” Ron Nunziato, direc-
tor of policy and regulatory 
affairs at the Health Care 
Council of Illinois, said in a 
statement. 

He said nursing homes are 
facing the same hiring obsta-
cles as the rest of the health 
care industry.  “The pipeline 
for workforce development 
is slow in many areas of the 
state and it will take years 
for nursing homes to recov-
er from staffing challenges,” 
Nunziato said. 

	Rep. Lakesia Collins, 
D-Chicago, a former nursing 
home worker, spoke against 
that provision on the floor of 
the House, but at the same 
time said her objections to it 
weren’t enough to reject the 
whole bill. “I am not going to 
sink the ship on this because 
these other measures are very 
important,” she said. “But as 
a former nursing home work-
er, I would be remiss to not 
speak about the importance 
of short staffing and the pro-
vision in the bill about hold-
ing off for another two years 
around the penalties.”

	The bill passed the Senate 
on Jan. 6 by a 32-15 margin. 
It passed the House Jan. 10, 
85-24.
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APRIL AUCTION - Accepting Consignments Now!

Stateline Consignment Auction
April 28-29, 2023 • Starting at 8:00 AM

101 E Murray Street, Browntown, WI 53522
Stateline Auctions Offi  ce (608) 439-5794

Mike Powers: (608) 214-5761 • Dan Powers Sr: (608) 214-3765
WE ARE LOOKING FOR QUALITY USED FARM EQUIPMENT 

Construction Equipment • Skid Steers • Attachments
 Hay & Forage Equipment • Planting & Tillage • Trucks • Trailers 

Lawn & Garden • Recreational Equipment and More!

ONSITE & ONLINE BIDDING
Visit Our Website at www.powersauction.com 

For More Details and Information!

April 21 - Last Day to Consign
April 28 - Stateline Auction—Day 1

                 Auction Starts at 8:00 AM

April 29 - Stateline Auction—Day 2
                 Auction Starts at 8:00 AM

Taking Consignments
now until April 21!

Call & Schedule
an Appointment!
Mike (608) 214-5761

No late consignments will be accepted

Powers Auction Service
110 E Murray St, Browntown WI 53522 

Office: 608-439-5760 - Email: @ .com
Website: www.powersauction.com - Facebook: Powers Auction Service 433342

FARM AUCTION
15346 Quigley Rd., Sycamore, IL 60178

Saturday, March 18 • 9 A.M. • Lunch Available
DIRECTIONS: East of Sycamore on Rte. 64 to Airport Rd., then South 1 mile to Quigley Rd., then 
East to Sale Site.  Watch for signs.

*** Online internet bidding beginning at 11:30 A.M. – Tractors, Combine & Equipment ***
TRACTORS - COMBINE: 1986 Deutz Allis 6275, 2WD, CAH, 5376 hrs., 3 range, 12 forward sp., 4 
reverse sp., 2 hyd., 3pt., quick hitch, 540 pto, diff lock, 18.4-30 tires, S/N 77560863; 1982 Deutz DX 
130, Powermatic, 2WD, CAH, 3757 hrs., 3 range, 12 forward sp., 4 reverse sp., 2 hyd., 3pt., 540/1000 
pto, diff lock, 18.4-38 tires, S/N 76320090; Hefty HI-G, diesel, 4 sp high/low, creeper gear, Mitsubi-
shi KE 130 Motor, power steering, front & rear hyd., 12.4-24 tires, w/belly mount & rear cultivators; 
Hefty HI- G 540 pto unit;  Hefty-G, gas, motor stuck; IH H, NF, 540 pto, belt pulley, S/N 334613; 
IH H, NF, 540 pto, fenders, S/N 93000; Bobcat ZT 223LC Zero Turn mower, 399 hrs., newer Kohler 
26 hp motor, 60” deck; 1978 AC Gleaner F2 Combine, corn soybean special, Hydro-Traction drive, 
hrs., unknown, gas, 18.4-26 tires, S/N 40531, sells with AC A-438 Corn head and 13’ Grain platform 
w/running gear.
EQUIPMENT: IH 400 Cyclo Air Planter, 6 row, 540 pto, hyd. Markers, dry fert., insect. Boxes, corn 
& soybean drums, Dickey John monitor; Glencoe 11 shank Soil Saver, spring loaded shanks; Case 
F 219 Disk 14’, 9” spacing; Chain drag 18’ w/cart, hyd. lift; JD Van Brunt 10’ Grain Drill, w/grass 
seed, hyd. lift; IH 720 4 bottom plow, spring loaded coulters w/drag; IH 6 row cultivator; Ford 
953 Mower 7’, 3pt; box scraper 6’, w/shanks, 3pt; Knoedler Burr Mill, pto; 7’x14’ hayrack; 7’x13’ 
hayrack; 2’x7’& 2’x8’ hay feeders; Harley Davidson Golf Cart, electric w/charger, needs batteries; 
Agri-Fab 45 gal sprayer, 10’ booms, pull type, electric; livestock water tanks; tank heaters; Misc. 
horse equipment; dog huts; 4 ½’ x 6 ½’ Trailer; pet crates; Arctic Cat 550 EFI Snowmobile; 1971 
Corvette Stingray 350 block.
SHOP EQUIPMENT – TOOLS – MISC.: Jet JWP-12DX, deluxe, 12 ½” wood planer; Jet M-JJ-
6CS deluxe, 6” jointer; Delta 10” table saw; Total Shop Dust Collector; Simpson WS 2245 Pressure 
Washer; Cummings 20 gal, upright Air Compressor; Craftsman 10” radial arm saw, w/cabinet: 
Craftsman rolling toolbox; Generac MC 4000 Generator; Honda EU 2000i companion 30a Genera-
tor; Dyna Pro 170000 Kerosene heater; Stihl MS 250 Chain Saw; Husqvarna 450 Rancher chain saw; 
Husqvarna 350 chain saw; flammable storage cabinet; ½ ton engine stand; Craftsman sand blaster; 
Heat Buster 45” portable fan; Briggs & Stratton 5.5 hp water pump; Scafolding: Biljax, adjustable, 
6’ x 5’, (8) sections, (2) planks; Baker Biljax 6’, (4) sections; Baker, regular, 6’ (10) sections, platform 
decks; 4 ‘x 6’ ladders; (7) stretch planks; set of outriggers for scaffold; misc wheels, cross braces, lad-
der jacks, stackable Baker sections; wood extension ladders: (1) 32’, (2) 28’, (2) 24’ & (2) 16’. (2) Se-
lect-A-Spring storage cabinets w/springs; Ace Taps and Dies cabinet, w/threading tools; Hanson 
drill bits cabinet w/bits; (2) saw blade cabinets w/saw blades; Hudson cabinet w/sprayer service 
parts; No. 300 Speedy reseating set; Murry 2hp, 10” rototiller; (4) 15 panel window Oak doors; Yard 
Machine 6hp, 22” push mower; State 75 gal. water heater (little use); Dewalt power tools & others; 
hand tools, large assortment of hardware & electrical supplies; lawn & garden tools.
ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES: Massey-Harris Sales & Service Metal Sign; Couristan, black/rose 
hand formed rug, 5’x8’; Feizy, Alexis Collection, made in Turkey rug, 10’11” x 7’11”; Weinman sofa, 
81”; Zenith upright radio w/tubes, working; walnut Kimball pump organ; oak ornate secretary w/
beveled mirror; walnut parlor love seat; mahogany dining room table w/6 chairs; mahogany buffet 
w/tear drop pulls; stuffed chair; (2) Standard Oil grease barrels; Elliott’s Wet Paint Signs; player 
piano rolls; (2) Jay L Warren Inc., gated compression amplifiers; Chas H Irwin drill bits; Renulife 
Violet Ray generator; Sylvania Sun Gun movie light; Dayton Hobart bakers scale; (2) Herman Mill-
er vintage plywood chairs & (2) partial Herman Miller vintage plywood chairs; D.H. Baldwin WPP 
speakers; furniture; misc. furniture.

Quigley West Farm • Richard Gambla, owner, 630-330-4764

Espe Auctioneering • 630-365-9838
44W 470 Rowe Road, Elburn, IL 60119

433939

SATURDAY, APRIL 22 • 9 A.M.
SCHRADER SPRING EQUIP. AUCTION

5995 IL 75 E. • Dakota, IL
Selling: Tractors, field equip, livestock equip., fencing, shop & yard 
equip., hay & straw, lumber, vehicles. NO guns or household items. 

Get listings in NOW to advertise. 815-449-2215
433454

Pritzker announces $60 million park grants, 
declines to endorse Chicago mayor candidate

Grant allotments put added emphasis on ‘distressed’ communities 
By Jerry Nowicki
Capitol News Illinois

	Gov. JB Pritzker last week 
announced the release of 
nearly $60 million in grant 
funding to help local gov-
ernments develop public 
parks and open spaces, over 
20 percent of which will go 
to “distressed” communi-
ties.  The money through 
the Open Space Land Ac-
quisition and Development 
grants was distributed to 118 
projects, all but one ranging 
from $102,800 to $600,000 
per grant, per a news release. 
The allotment to “distressed” 
communities—which are de-
termined by an area’s pover-
ty level and land value—is 
a roughly five-fold increase 
from the previous fiscal year. 

The governor made the 
announcement at a park in 
Springfield that will receive 
$600,000 through the Spring-
field Park District to demolish 
an outdoor pool and build a 
modern splash pad and pool 
facility. 

	Pritzker noted that the cur-
rent fiscal year marks the first 
time that 100 percent of costs 
in distressed communities 
will be covered, as lawmak-

ers waived the cost-sharing 
requirement for projects in 
those communities that would 
normally apply to grantees. 

“This means that places 
needing renewal and resto-
ration like the city of Cairo, 
which is a recipient of their 
first ever OSLAD grant will 
be able to improve their parks 
and their green space,” Pritz-
ker said. 

	Cairo was slated to receive 
$599,500 in grant funding. 
Approximately 59 percent of 
the grants are directed to the 
Chicagoland area, including 
Cook and its five surrounding 
counties. A total of 46 coun-
ties will see new projects. 

At least $12.5 million of 
the more than $59 million in 
funding will go to distressed 
communities. 

	Among the other projects, 
the city of Benld in Macoupin 
County will receive $600,000 
at the site of its former ele-
mentary school that was de-
stroyed by underground mine 
subsidence in 2009. Peoria 
Park District will receive 
$255,000 to acquire 40 acres 
along the Illinois River Bluff 
to extend a hiking trail and 
conduct conservation work. 

It will also receive $600,000 
to replace an outdoor swim-
ming pool at its Lakeview 
Park with a modern splash 
pad and pool facility. An-
other $600,000 would go to 
the Chicago Heights Park 
District to build three soccer 
fields, new lighting and spec-
tator seating at Commission-
ers Park. 

	This year, the Illinois De-
partment of Natural Resourc-
es, which oversees the grants, 
contracted with the Northern 
Illinois University Institute 
for the Study of Environment, 
Sustainability and Energy. 
Through that partnership, 15 
undergraduate and graduate 
NIU students served as super-
vised grant reviewers.

	“One of our students 
shared that she and her family 
had enjoyed access to a brand-
new neighborhood park, in 
her small village in Illinois,” 
said Thomas Skuzinski, di-
rector of the institute at NIU. 
“And knowing that she had 
played a role in helping to 
bring that kind of opportunity 
to families and communities 
statewide, was in her words, 
truly life changing, and easily 
the most important thing that 

she had ever done in her life.”
The OSLAD grant program 

has been in place in Illinois 
since 1986, and the Fiscal 
Year 2023 allotment is the 
largest in its history. Pritz-
ker’s proposed budget for 
Fiscal Year 2024 includes $56 
million for OSLAD grants. 
Chicago mayor race

	The governor’s announce-
ment came one day after a 
mayoral election in Chicago 
that saw incumbent Mayor 
Lori Lightfoot fail to earn a 
spot in the April runoff elec-
tion.  Instead, former Chi-
cago Public Schools chief 
Paul Vallas will face Cook 
County Commissioner and 
Chicago Teachers Union or-
ganizer Brandon Johnson in 
the April 4 runoff. Vallas had 
success in more conservative 
areas of the city and garnered 

34 percent of the vote, while 
Johnson was more successful 
with liberal voters and carried 
20 percent. Lightfoot came 
in third with just 17 percent, 
failing to make the runoff. 

	Pritzker said he would not 
be endorsing a candidate in 
the runoff—at least not yet. 

“Primaries are messy,” 
Pritzker said. “And they don’t 
usually illustrate the candi-
dates’ positions on the issues 
all that well. And so, I think 
it’ll be important for the can-
didates that made it through 
that primary process and now 
in the runoff, to articulate 
their positions and the con-
trast between their views.” 

	As a Chicago voter, Pritz-
ker said, he’d be “listening 
and watching intently,” al-
though he would not say who 
he voted for on Tuesday. He 

also said he had not spoken to 
Vallas, Johnson or Lightfoot 
since election night. “The 
governor and the mayor of 
the city of Chicago have to be 
able to work together,” Pritz-
ker said when asked about 
potential endorsements. “We 
saw for years, I think, under 
(Democratic Chicago Mayor) 
Rahm Emanuel and (Repub-
lican Gov.) Bruce Rauner, 
where they didn’t, and that 
wasn’t good for the state or 
for the city of Chicago.” 

	He added, “I keep that in 
mind every day when I think 
about what I say, what I do, 
who I endorse—how is that 
relationship affected by the 
things that I do? And I hope 
they’ll keep that in mind as 
well.”

See grants, Page 12
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Service 
Corner

Place Your Service Ad

Call Cyndee at  (815) 369-4112 
or (815) 947-3353 for details

Minimum of 4 weeks 
Additional Sizes Available

The Scoop Today & Shopper’s Guide

390984

10240 N. Old Mill Rd.
McConnell, IL 61050

815-541-3348
heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

THINK SPRING!!!
0% 

Financing 
Options 

Available
for 

Qualified 
Buyers

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

Nick Judge • 815-990-8937
www.sixpointservices.com

Residential and 
Commercial

Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning

Window Washing
Holiday Lighting

Fully insured
413671

433940

Denny’s Service Center

Dennis Rakowska Auto Technician

10146 N. Wachlin Rd. • McConnell, IL 61050
815-291-9010 • E-mail denrak03@yahoo.com

413749

PEARL CITY SEAMLESS 
GUTTERS INC.

815-291-6449

5” & 6” Seamless 
Gutters & Gutter Guards Available. 

Multi-color, Color Match.
Owner Operated

423071

(Formerly Wybourn Construction)

Cell: 608-558-1095
Lena, IL

bobwybourn@gmail.com
• Windows•Doors•Kitchens

•Bathrooms•Decks
No Job Too Small To Appreciate!

407366

hinges on growing our behav-
ioral healthcare workforce. 
We have to do it,” state Rep. 
Lindsey LaPointe, D-Chicago, 
a former social worker, said 
during the event.

	As part of his budget pro-
posal, Pritzker asked for $22.8 
million to begin to fund and 
implement the Transformation 
Initiative’s recommendations.

	Pritzker also signed an ex-

ecutive order establishing a 
new office of Children’s Be-
havioral Health Transforma-
tion Initiative Chief to lead the 
interagency effort to imple-
ment that plan. At the event in 
Maywood, he announced that 
Dana Weiner, a child welfare 
expert at the University of 
Chicago’s Chapin Hall who 
chaired the Transformation 
Initiative, would fill that role.

•	Initiative   (Continued from page 7)

Park grants
DuPage County

Elmhurst Park Dis-
trict—$340,300

Woodridge Park Dis-
trict—$600,000

Wood Dale Park Dis-
trict—$600,000

Carol Stream Park Dis-
trict—$400,000

Bloomingdale Park District 
– $300,000

Addison Park Dis-
trict—$600,000

Lombard Park Dis-
trict—$600,000

Downers Grove Park Dis-
trict—$425,000

Itasca Park Dis-
trict—$600,000

Winfield Park Dis-
trict—$600,000

Hanover Park Park Dis-
trict—$600,000

Fox Valley Park Dis-

trict—$600,000
Darien Park Dis-

trict—$600,000
St. Charles Park Dis-

trict—$600,000

McHenry County
McHenry County Conser-

vation District—$200,000
City of Wood-

stock—$600,000
Crystal Lake Park Dis-

trict—$600,000
Village of Rich-

mond—$137,390
Village of Algonquin – 

$600,000

Ogle County
Village of Davis Junc-

tion—$600,000
Winnebago County
Village of New Mil-

ford—$600,000*
Village of Machesney 

Park—$506,150

•	Grants   (Continued from page 11)

	Mark your 
calendars 
for our 2023 
Cover Crop 
Field Days!  

The events 
will be held 
April 7, 
July 21, and 
September 

15.  Full details about the 
field days will come as we get 
closer to the program dates.  I 
look forward to seeing you all 
there.

Rules of the Road 
trucking seminars 

	The Jo Daviess County 
Farm Bureau will be hosting 

one of IFB’s “Rules of the 
Road Trucking Seminars.”  
This seminar will cover 
recent changes, as well as 
some of the more established 
but still misunderstood 
rules.  Topics will include 
the USDOT number, UCR 
registration, Entry Level 
Driver Training, and driver’s 

license classifications, to name 
a few.  The meeting will take 
place on Wednesday, March 
15 at 10 a.m. at the Elizabeth 
Community Building.  This 
meeting, and all the meetings 
across the state, are free to 
farm bureau members, but 
advanced registration is 
required.  To sign up, call 

our office at 815.858.2235 or 
email jdcfbmgr@gmail.com 
and we will add you to the list.

Ag in the Classroom 
fundraiser

Want home cooked meals, 
but short on time?  I’ve got 
the perfect solution for you!  
Take part in the Ag in the 
Classroom Freezer Meal 
Fundraiser.  You will get 10 
meals frozen for you and 
ready to re-heat.  Each meal 
feeds three to five people.  The 
cost is $180 for the set.  

The 10 meals include:
Pulled Pork
BBQ Pulled Chicken
Hickory Smoked Pork Loin
Teriyaki Chicken
Smoked Pork Chop 

Sandwiches
Chicken Bacon Ranch Pasta
Pulled Pork Mac & Cheese
Cowboy Casserole
Chicken & Biscuits
Lasagna
	Orders are due to our office 

by March 13.  Pick-up is set 
for April 5 from 3:30 p.m. to 
5:30 p.m.  To place your order, 
stop in our office or go to our 
website at www.jodaviesscfb.
com and click on the order 
form on the home page.

Gently used farm toys 
requested

	We need to replenish our 
farm toys used at Farm Fun 

Days this summer and thought 
who better to ask than our 
members.  If you have gently 
used farm toys that are no 
longer being used, we would 
love to put them to good use.  
We would rather bring new 
life to old toys than buy new.  
If you can help us out, please 
drop them off at our office.  
Thank you in advance.

Scholarships available 
Applications are now 

available for nurse practitioner 
scholarships through the 
Illinois Farm Bureau Rural 
Nurse Practitioner Scholarship 
program.  There will be f15 
scholarships worth $4,000 
each. The scholarship 
program helps encourage 
and develop a pool of rural 
health practitioners to help 
meet the health care needs in 
rural Illinois.  Students who 
receive the scholarship agree 
to practice for two years in an 
approved rural area in Illinois.  
To be eligible, students must 
be Illinois residents and be a 
registered nurse accepted in an 
accredited Nurse Practitioner 
Program.  Applications are 
available at www.rimsap.com 
and are due May 1.

Farm Fun Fact
	The average size of a farm 

in Illinois is 358 acres.

Around the Northern Hills with Annette Eggers

Annette 
Eggers
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IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 15TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
STEPHENSON COUNTY 
- FREEPORT, ILLINOIS

U.S. Bank Trust National 
Association, not in its 
individual capacity but 
solely as owner Trustee for 
RCF 2 Acquisition Trust
    PLAINTIFF
  Vs.
Melanie Lewin; et. al.
    DEFENDANTS

No. 2022FC36
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS 

HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered in the above cause 
on 12/20/2022, the Sheriff 
of Stephenson County, Illi-
nois will on April 20, 2023 
at the hour of 9:30 AM at 
Stephenson County Court-
house 15 North Galena Av-
enue 1st Floor, West door 
of courthouse Freeport, IL 
61032, or in a place other-
wise designated at the time 
of sale, County of Stephen-
son and State of Illinois, 
sell at public auction to the 
highest bidder for cash, as 
set forth below, the follow-
ing described real estate:

LOT 13 IN WINTER 
HEIGHTS SUBDIVI-
SION, A SUBDIVISION 
IN THE SOUTHWEST 
QUARTER OF THE 
SOUTHWEST QUAR-
TER OF SECTION 25 
AND THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUAR-
TER OF SECTION 36, 
ALL IN TOWNSHIP 
27 NORTH, RANGE 7 
EAST OF THE FOURTH 
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, 
ACCORDING TO THE 
PLAT THEREOF RE-
CORDED SEPTEMBER 
16, 1954 IN BOOK “F” 
OF PLATS, PAGE 5 AND 
A CORRECTED PLAT 

RECORDED IN BOOK 
“F” OF PLATS, PAGE 49. 
SITUATED IN THE CITY 
OF FREEPORT, STE-
PHENSON COUNTY, IL-
LINOIS.

PIN 18-13-36-108-017
Improved with Single 

Family Home
COMMONLY KNOWN 

AS:
1486 Winter Drive
Freeport, IL 61032
Sale terms: 10% down 

of the highest bid by cer-
tified funds at the close of 
the auction; The balance, 
including the Judicial sale 
fee for Abandoned Resi-
dential Property Munici-
pality Relief Fund, which 
is calculated at the rate of 
$1 for each $1,000 or frac-
tion thereof of the amount 
paid by the purchaser not 
to exceed $300, in certified 
funds, is due within twen-
ty-four (24) hours. The 
subject property is subject 
to general real estate tax-
es, special assessments, or 
special taxes levied against 
said real estate and is of-
fered for sale without any 
representation as to qual-
ity or quantity of title and 
without recourse to Plain-
tiff and in “AS IS” con-
dition. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by 
the court.

If the property is a con-
dominium and the fore-
closure takes place after 
1/1/2007, purchasers other 
than the mortgagees will 
be required to pay any as-
sessment and legal fees due 
under The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).

If the property is located 
in a common interest com-
munity, purchasers other 
than mortgagees will be 
required to pay any assess-
ment and legal fees due 
under the Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 

605/18.5(g-1).
If the sale is set aside for 

any reason, the Purchaser 
at the sale shall be entitled 
only to a return of the de-
posit paid. The Purchaser 
shall have no further re-
course against the Mort-
gagor, the Mortgagee or 
the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Upon payment in full of 
the amount bid, the pur-
chaser shall receive a Cer-
tificate of Sale, which will 
entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after 
Confirmation of the sale. 
The successful purchaser 
has the sole responsibili-
ty/expense of evicting any 
tenants or other individuals 
presently in possession of 
the subject premises.

The property will NOT 
be open for inspection 
and Plaintiff makes no 
representation as to the 
condition of the property. 
Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the 
Court file to verify all in-
formation.

IF YOU ARE THE 
MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE IL-
LINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information: Exam-
ine the court file or con-
tact Plaintiff’s attorney: 
Codilis & Associates, P.C., 
15W030 North Frontage 
Road, Suite 100, Burr 
Ridge, IL 60527, (630) 
794-9876. Please refer to 
file number 14-22-03879.
I3214900 

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

March 8, 15 & 22, 2023)
433790

LEGAL NOTICES

From Lena’s Kitchen

At least this Thursday was 
uneventful, and I am hoping 
that the snow that is predicted 
for Friday goes south of us.  
This week has been an inter-
esting one with all our clean-
up attempts from last week.  
With stoves and refrigerators 
running, we all could get back 
to cooking.  This week there 
is something for just about ev-
erybody.  Have a great week 
cooking.  

Broccoli Slaw with 
Lemon Dressing

You can buy the broccoli 
slaw mix in a bag to prepare 
this easy salad.  It needs to sit 
for about 30 minutes, so make 
it first and add it to your din-
ner.

½ C. sour cream
3 T. lemon juice
2 T. mayonnaise
1 T. white wine vinegar
2 t. grated lemon zest
1 T. Dijon mustard
½ t. salt
¼ t. pepper
1 pkg. (12 oz.) broccoli 

slaw mix
2 large red apples, julienned
In a large bowl mix the sour 

cream, lemon juice, mayo, 
vinegar, zest, mustard, salt, 
and pepper.  Add coleslaw 
mix and apples; toss to coat.  
Cover and refrigerate at least 
30 minutes before serving.  
Note:  you can substitute red 
wine vinegar or apple cider 
vinegar for the white wine 
vinegar.

Crab and Shrimp 
Stuffed Sole

This seafood recipe is our 
first week’s dish for the Lent-
en season.  It can be made 
with the canned crabmeat or 
the frozen mock crab meat.  
You can substitute flounder 
or cod for the sole if you have 
trouble finding it.  Serve with 
a salad and bread, and you 
have a delicious Friday dinner 
(or any night for that matter).

1 can (6 oz.) crabmeat, 
drained, flaked and cartilage 
removed

½ C. chopped cooked 
peeled shrimp

¼ C. soft breadcrumbs
¼ C. butter, melted, divided
2 T. whipped cream cheese
2 t. minced chives
1 garlic clove, minced
1 t. grated lemon zest
1 t. minced fresh parsley
4 sole fillets (6 oz. each)
1½ C. cherry tomatoes
2 T. chicken broth

2 T. lemon juice
½ t. salt
½ t. pepper
In a small bowl, combine 

the crab, shrimp, bread-
crumbs, 2 T. butter, cream 
cheese, chives, garlic, lemon 
zest and parsley.  Spoon about 
¼ C. stuffing onto each fillet; 
roll up and secure with tooth-
picks.

Preheat oven to 400.  Place 
each fillet on a double thick-
ness of heavy-duty foil, about 
18 x 12 in size.  Combine the 
tomatoes, broth, lemon juice, 
salt and pepper with remain-
ing butter; spoon over fillets.  
Fold foil around fish and seal 
tightly.  Place foil packet on 
baking sheet.  Cook for 20 
minutes.  Carefully remove 
the foil from the fish to let the 
steam out.  Serve immediate-
ly.

Cowboy Pasta
This weeknight meal com-

bines pasta, meat, and corn for 
a hearty and creamy stovetop 
dish.  It is easy to prepare, and 
if you add a salad and some 
bread you are good to go.  I 
have said before that I cook 
my bacon in the oven and 
avoid a mess, but if you cook 
it on the stove, you have the 
pan ready to go.  If you want 
a little more kick, add more 
chili powder or some minced 
jalapeño peppers.  

8 oz. medium pasta shells
5 bacon strips, chopped
1 lb. ground beef
1 medium red onion, 

chopped
1 medium red pepper, 

chopped
2 garlic cloves, minced
2 C. frozen corn, thawed
1 can (14 ½ oz.) diced to-

matoes, drained
1¼ C. buttermilk
4 oz. cream cheese, cubed
1 t. chili powder
½ t. salt
¼ t. pepper
1 C. shredded Monterey 

Jack cheese
Cook pasta according to 

package directions.  Drain; set 
aside.  In a large skillet, cook 
bacon over medium heat un-
til crisp, stirring occasionally.  
Remove bacon with a slotted 
spoon; drain on paper towels.  
Discard all but 1 T. drippings.  
In the same pan, cook the 
beef, onion, and red pepper 
over medium heat until meat 
is no longer pink; drain.  Add 
garlic; cook and stir until fra-
grant, 2 minutes.  Add corn, 
tomatoes, buttermilk, cream 
cheese, chili powder, salt, 
pepper, and reserved pasta; 
stir to combine.  Stir in Mon-
terey jack cheese and add ba-
con.  

Chocolate Chip Dip
This sweet dip is a great 

dessert that you can make 
ahead and have as a sweet 
treat anytime.  Serve it with 

graham crackers or even try 
ginger crackers!  You can buy 
dessert dips at several places 
around town, but you can also 
make your own.  From expe-
rience I know they can be ad-
dictive.

1 pkg. (8 oz.) cream cheese, 
softened

½ C. butter softened
¾ C. powdered sugar
2 T. brown sugar
1 t. vanilla
1 C. miniature semisweet 

chocolate chips
Graham crackers or Ginger 

crackers
In a small bowl, beat cream 

cheese and butter until light 
and fluffy.  Add the sugars 
and vanilla; beat until smooth.  
Stir in chocolate chips.  Serve 
with graham crackers or gin-
ger crackers.

Nutty Cheesecake 
Squares

These bars are an easy 
way to have a quick dessert 
that is both tasty and pret-
ty.  The recipe makes a 9 x 
13 pan.  They can be used 
as a spring dessert or on any 
cookie tray.

2 C. flour
1 C. finely chopped pe-

cans or walnuts
2/3 C. packed brown sugar
½ t. salt
2/3 C. cold butter
Filling
2 pkg. (8 oz. each) cream 

cheese, softened
½ C. sugar
2 eggs, room temperature 

and lightly beaten
¼ C. 2% milk
1 t. vanilla
In a large bowl, combine 

the flour, nuts, brown sugar, 
and salt; cut in butter until 
the mixture resembles coarse 
crumbs.  Set half aside; press 
remaining crumbs mixture 
onto the bottom of a greased 
9 x 13 pan.  Bake at 350 for 
10 to 15 minutes or until 
lightly browned.

In a large bowl, beat fill-
ing ingredients until smooth; 
pour over crust.  Sprinkle 
with reserved crumb mix-
ture.  Bake for 20 to 25 min-
utes or until a knife insert-
ed in the center comes out 
clean.  Cool on a wire rack 
for 1 hour.  Store in the re-
frigerator.

Final Thoughts
It truly has been an event-

ful week.  Just like a lot of 
people in Lena, I had to deal 
with storm damage.  I lost 
tree limbs that luckily didn’t 
hit anything permanent on 
the way down.  I now have to 
wait for my tree guy to come 
and take the two remaining 
trees in the backyard down.  
They are too damaged to 
save, and I think having 
two “Charlie Brown” pine 
trees in the yard is over.  My 
trusty electrician is working 

on my motion light.  I think 
there was too much ice and 
motion, so it gave up the 
ghost (sorry about out the 
puns).  

	I need to thank Jessica 
from The Shopper’s Guide.  
The reason there was a col-
umn in last week’s paper 
was because she came to my 
house and got the hard copy.  
The internet didn’t come on 
until later in the weekend.  It 
was a long couple of days 
without the television and 
internet.  My, we are very 
spoiled.  Thank you to all the 

people who worked so hard 
to get us back to normal.  We 
certainly are lucky to have 
such dedicated electricians, 
plumbers, Commonwealth 
Edison workers, Mediacom 
workers, Village of Lena 
Employees, firemen, and 
EMTs.  They worked a lot of 
hours to keep us safe and get 
us back and running.  We are 
blessed by their dedication.

	Next week we will be 
turning to the “green” of St. 
Patrick’s Day.  We will have 
some recipes for that cele-
bration, and then it’s time 

to start thinking about Eas-
ter.  Remember that the Lena 
Evangelical Free Church 
will be having concerts on 
Wednesdays during Lent.  

	We will continue to have 
some meatless dishes ( you 
know I will have at least one 
tuna and noodle casserole!).  
If you have any recipes that 
you would like to share with 
us, you can contact us in per-
son, by mail at From Lena’s 
Kitchens, The Shopper’s 
Guide at 240 W. Main St. or 
email us at scoopshopper@
rvpublishing.com. 

The not so skinny cook



Page 14        THE SCOOP TODAY / SHOPPER’S GUIDE        Wednesday, March 8, 2023

To place an ad in our
Help Wanted Section Call (815) 369-4112

 help wanted

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

FIND BARGAINS IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS

 for rent
 transportation

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$

IF SO, WE WILL RUN YOUR AD IN THE
SCOOP TODAY AND SHOPPER’S GUIDE AT

No Charge!

Ads will not be accepted without the following information. Only one free ad per month.

YOUR NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you selling a single item for

LESS THAN $100?

$$$ $$$
Private Party Only

Just fill out the coupon below and drop off or mail to:
Rock Valley Publishing, FREE Ad,

240 W Main St Suite B, Lena IL 61048

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

38
81

58

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

FIND YOUR NEXT RIDE
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

Call
815-369-4112

for details
on placing an ad

Time To
Sell Your 
Home?

42
27

91
PRIVATE PARTY

ONLY.
Ad must be

prepaid.
Deadlines vary.

Call
815-877-4044

The Wheel Deal
Place your car, truck, motorcycle,

boat or RV for one price and it
runs for up to 16 weeks.

$1995
1st three lines

Extra lines are $1.95 each

17 Papers

Starts for 4 weeks and if not sold you call us
and we will renew at no additional charge!

(Maximum run 16 weeks total)

42
27
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Sales/Marketing

 for sale

Automobiles
2014.5 CAMRY LE Silver, 
77,500 mi., one owner, exc. 
condition, 30 mpg, newer tires + 
battery. $12,450 Whitewater 847-
651-1220

Bicycles
JEEP COMANCHE MOUNTAIN 
BIKE Paperwork for authenticity. 
Text to (262) 989-4112

Motorcycles
1979 HONDA TWINSTAR 200 
5,000 miles, $300.00 Call 608-
295-1545.

392953

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing, your hometown 

newspapers serving the stateline has an opening 
for an experienced Media Sales Representative to 
call on current and new accounts in a protected 
sales territory. 

Growing area with many new businesses, this is 
a great opportunity for the right applicant.

We publish newspapers, shoppers and niche 
publications throughout the stateline. You have 
the opportunity to sell into all Rock Valley 
Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making your 
paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising

Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All 
real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it ille-
gal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex, dis-
ability, familiar/ status or national 
origin, or an intention to make 
any such preference,  limitation 
or discrimination. Familial status 
includes children under the age 
of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women 
and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This news-
paper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised in 
this newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. 
The toll-free tele phone number 
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

433145

LENA-WINSLOW SCHOOL DISTRICT
currently has an immediate opening for a
FULL-TIME EVENING CUSTODIAN
This is a 12-month position with benefits that works evenings 

during the school year and days during the summer
Starting pay is $15/hr. with a $.50 shift differential

Benefits include
medical, dental, vision and retirement

Please send a letter of interest with references to:

Doug Wybourn
Lena-Winslow School District

401 Fremont Street
Lena, IL 61048

Applications accepted until the position is filled
Lena-Winslow CUSD #202 is an Equal Opportunity Employer

 real estate

433148

LOCAL HUNTER
LOOKING FOR LAND
in JoDaviess, Stephenson

or Carroll Counties
for the 2023 deer season
WILL PAY TOP DOLLAR
Not an outfitter • fully insured

JASON (815) 858-4403

Apartments

Lena-Winslow Elementary School 
currently has two immediate openings for 

Paraprofessionals for the 2022-2023 school 
year. Paraprofessional Certification is required. 

Please send letter of interest and credentials 
to Mr. Mark Kuehl, Principal, Lena Winslow 

Elementary, 401 Fremont St, Lena, IL 61048.  
Applications accepted until positions are filled.

HELP WANTED

433887

Housing Available to individuals or families
Bronco Country Apartments

104 & 106 E. High St., Orangeville
RENT MAY BE BASED ON INCOME.

INCOME LIMITS APPLY.
Currently accepting applications for 

1 and 2 bedroom apartments. On-site 
laundry, off-street parking, appliances 

furnished, garbage included.
Call 815-789-3060

This institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider.

335500
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The Shopper’s Guide
Will Be Featuring This Year’s 

Lena Town Garage Sales
To Be Held  Friday, May 12 &

Saturday, May 13
If you have any questions, 
Call Cyndee Stiefel 

Today at 815-369-4112
or email 

lenaads@rvpublishing.com

Name ___________________________________
Address _________________________________
 ________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________

Sign Up Now! Registration Form

IncludesMap & Advertising 
in  The Shopper’s Guide & The Scoop Today

Bring form to The Shopper’s Guide along 
with payment or mail to: 

The Shopper’s Guide,
240 W. Main St., Suite B, Lena, IL 61048

Deadline to sign up is 4 p.m. on Wednesday, May 3
Please Sign Up EARLY. Early Registration is Appreciated!!

Include address in boxes below

$13.00 

MUST BE PREPAID

Include address  and 

garage sale items in boxes 

below. 1 letter per box. 

Including spaces between 

words and punctuation.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE 15TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON COUNTY - 
FREEPORT, ILLINOIS

U.S. Bank Trust National 
Association, not in its individual 
capacity but solely as owner 
Trustee for RCF 2 Acquisition 
Trust
    PLAINTIFF
  Vs.
Melanie Lewin; et. al.
    DEFENDANTS

No. 2022FC36
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure and Sale 
entered in the above cause on 
12/20/2022, the Sheriff of Ste-
phenson County, Illinois will on 
April 20, 2023 at the hour of 9:30 
AM at Stephenson County Court-
house

15 North Galena Avenue 1st 
Floor, West door of courthouse 
Freeport, IL 61032, or in a place 
otherwise designated at the time 
of sale, County of Stephenson 
and State of Illinois, sell at public 
auction to the highest bidder for 
cash, as set forth below, the fol-
lowing described real estate:

PIN 18-13-36-108-017
Improved with Single Family 

Home
COMMONLY KNOWN AS:
1486 Winter Drive
Freeport, IL 61032
Sale terms: 10% down of the 

highest bid by certified funds at the 
close of the auction; The balance, 
including the Judicial sale fee for 
Abandoned Residential Property 
Municipality Relief Fund, which 
is calculated at the rate of $1 for 
each $1,000 or fraction thereof of 
the amount paid by the purchaser 
not to exceed $300, in certified 
funds, is due within twenty-four 
(24) hours. The subject property 
is subject to general real estate 
taxes, special assessments, or 
special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as 
to quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to Plaintiff and 
in “AS IS” condition. The sale is 
further subject to confirmation by 
the court.

If the property is a condominium 
and the foreclosure takes place 
after 1/1/2007, purchasers oth-
er than the mortgagees will be 
required to pay any assessment 
and legal fees due under The 
Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).

If the property is located in a 
common interest community, 
purchasers other than mortgag-
ees will be required to pay any 
assessment and legal fees due 
under the Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

If the sale is set aside for any 
reason, the Purchaser at the sale 
shall be entitled only to a return of 
the deposit paid. The Purchaser 
shall have no further recourse 
against the Mortgagor, the Mort-
gagee or the Mortgagee’s attor-
ney.

Upon payment in full of the 
amount bid, the purchaser shall 
receive a Certificate of Sale, 
which will entitle the purchaser 
to a Deed to the real estate af-
ter Confirmation of the sale. The 
successful purchaser has the sole 
responsibility/expense of evicting 
any tenants or other individuals 
presently in possession of the 
subject premises.

The property will NOT be open 
for inspection and Plaintiff makes 
no representation as to the con-
dition of the property. Prospective 
bidders are admonished to check 
the Court file to verify all informa-
tion.

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAG-
OR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information: Examine the 
court file or contact Plaintiff’s 
attorney: Codilis & Associates, 
P.C., 15W030 North Frontage 
Road, Suite 100, Burr Ridge, IL 
60527, (630) 794-9876. Please 
refer to file number 14-22-03879.
I3214900 

(Published in The Shopper’s 
Guide 

March 8, 15 & 22, 2023)
433791

REAL ESTATE NOTICES

— PUBLIC NOTICE —
NOTICE - ACCEPTING MOWING BIDS
We are now accepting bids for mowing the 

Elizabeth Cemetery & Old Log Church.

Bids should be per mowing.
Deadline to submit bids is March 31, 2023.

Any questions call Jeff Spoerl - (815) 858-4045.
Submit bids to: Candis Albrecht,  

313 Orange St., Elizabeth, IL  61028
(Liability Insurance is required)

433886

    your source for on-line news:

	       RVPNEWS.COM

393050
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WINDOWS Including EGRESS
SIDING • DOORS 

Lifetime Warranty • Professionally Trained Installers
Not only do we stand
behind our windows,
we stand on them!
Local Owner 
Scott Williamson

Call Today For Your
FREE ESTIMATE

815-395-1333
6010 Forest Hills Rd, 
Rockford, IL

www.windowworldrockford.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00 am-5:00 pm; Sat 9:00 am-Noon

America’s Largest
Home Improvement

Company
• Locally Owned & Operated

• Professional & Insured Crews

• True Lifetime Warranties,
   Guaranteed Forever!

• Serving Northern Illinois
  for more than 15 years

Se Habla Espanol

*SEE OUR WEBSITE OR A TEAM MEMBER FOR DETAILS

0% FINANCING
OPTIONS
AVAILABLE*

415230

CAPTAIN PERCY DARVILLE - Winner of the Prestigious 2007 Cacique Award  
Master Fisherman & Guide to Celebrities & Dignitaries 

PERCY BONEFISH  
OUR DOORS ARE OPEN - CALL NOW! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

**TRIPS START AT $700.00 PER DAY** 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Percy (Before 7am or After 7pm Only)  
242-464-4149 or 242-367-8119 or 

561-594-7929  
(All Payments to Percy Darville)  

fivehearts2@gmail.com  
5530 N/W 21st Terrace, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309 43

39
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IN*CI*DENTAL*LY

By
Dr. Stephen 
Petras 
Illinois Licensed 
General Dentist

Tongue Thrust
	A tongue thrust is a 

condition where the tongue is 
thrust against or between the 
top and bottom teeth when 
swallowing or speaking. In 
babies, a powerful tongue 
thrust allows them to squeeze 
milk out of a breast or 
bottle, serves as a natural 
reflex to avoid choking, 
and is considered to be 
part of a normal infantile 

swallowing pattern. Most 
children will outgrow this 
primary swallow pattern and 

develop a mature, functional 
pattern of swallowing by 
age four. In a functional or 
normal mature swallow, the 
tongue rests in the palate, 
the teeth come together, 
the lips are closed and a 
person swallows with the 
force of the swallow being 
against the palate. Normal 
orofacial growth and 
development are dependent 
on this.  Persistence of 
tongue thrusting when 
swallowing and speaking can 
lead to negative alterations 
in orofacial growth, 
development, and function. It 
may also lead to lisping.

	Contributing factors to 
the persistence of tongue 
thrust may include long-term 
sucking habits that influence 
the tongue’s movement 
(thumb, fingers, pacifiers) 
allergies accompanied 
by chronically swollen 
tonsils or adenoids (difficulty 
swallowing can be a result 
of adenoids, frequent 
sore throats, or tonsils), 
chronically blocked nasal 
passages, mouth breathing (in 
order for a child to develop 
a normal swallow pattern, he 
or she must be able to breathe 
through the nose),  tongue-
tie, prolonged use of a bottle 

or sippy cup, an enlarged 
tongue (congenital or Down’s 
syndrome) and a narrow 
palate. It is not uncommon to 
have a combination of several 
of these contributing factors.

	Signs that your child may 
have tongue thrust include 
the tip of the tongue sticking 
out between the teeth, 
whether the child is resting, 
swallowing, or speaking, 
your child is breathing 
through their mouth rather 
than their nose, your child 
is unable to close their lips 
completely, their front teeth 
do not meet when their 
mouth is closed (they may 
have difficulty biting into 
some foods), they have gaps 
in their teeth or misaligned 

teeth,  and they lisp when 
they say words with an “s” or 
“z”.

	In order to successfully 
treat your child’s tongue 
thrust, all of the underlying 
causes must be addressed. 
This may include a 
frenectomy to release the 
tongue tie, consultation with 
your child’s pediatrician, 
an ENT to address airway 
issues, and a speech 
therapist to correct tongue 
posture, swallowing patterns, 
and articulation issues. 
Orthodontic treatment will 
not be initiated until these, 
and any sucking habits have 
been addressed, to assure 
that the restored bite is 
maintained.

competition, which will cul-
minate in the top 10 semi-fi-
nalists competing in a live 
pitch competition in front of 
Farm Bureau members, in-
vestors and industry repre-
sentatives at the AFBF Con-
vention in January 2024 in 
Salt Lake City, Utah.

	Applications remain open 
through May 12, and the 10 
semi-finalist teams will be 
announced Sept. 12. Each of 
the semi-finalist teams will 
be awarded $10,000 and a 
chance to compete to advance 
to the final round where four 
teams will receive an addi-
tional $5,000 each. The final 
four teams will compete to 
win Farm Bureau Ag Inno-
vation Challenge Winner, 
for a total of $50,000, Farm 
Bureau Ag Innovation Chal-
lenge Runner-up, for a total 
of $20,000, People’s Choice 
Team selected by public vote, 
for an additional $5,000 (all 
10 semi-finalist teams com-
pete for this honor).

	Prior to the live pitch 
competition, the top 10 
semi-finalist teams will par-
ticipate in pitch training and 
mentorship from Cornell 
University’s SC Johnson 
College of Business faculty, 

and network with represen-
tatives from the Agriculture 
Department’s Rural Business 
Investment Companies.

Recent winners of the Ag 
Innovation Challenge in-
clude NORDEF, a company 
that developed technology to 
produce diesel exhaust fluid 
at the point of use (2023 Ag 
Innovation Challenge Win-
ner) and Grain Weevil Cor-
poration, a grain bin safety 
and management robot that 
improves farmer well-being 
by controlling risks and costs 
(2022 Ag Innovation Chal-
lenge Winner). Other exam-
ples of successful Ag Innova-
tion Challenge participants, 
as well as detailed eligibility 
guidelines and the competi-
tion timeline, can be found at 
fb.org/challenge.

	Entrepreneurs must be 
members of a county or par-
ish Farm Bureau within their 
state of residence to qualify 
as top 10 semi-finalists. Ap-
plicants who are not Farm 
Bureau members can visit 
https://www.fb.org/about/
get-involved#join to learn 
about becoming a member. 
Applications must be re-
ceived by 11:59 p.m. Eastern 
Daylight Time on May 12.

•	Challenge   (Continued from page 9)

393040
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