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NOW IS THE TIME

TO SCHEDULE YOUR

SPRING TUNE & CHECK

Visit LoescherHVAC.com

Why schedule
an AC tune up?

Avoid Costly Emergency Repairs
Maximize Energy Efficiency
Lower Your Cooling Bills
Ensure Safe Operation
Improve In Home Air Quality
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Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions... Meeting Local Needs

Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL • Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL • Hanover, IL • Hazel Green, WI
Galena, IL – First Community Bank

Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL • Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL • Hanover, IL • Hazel Green, WI
Galena, IL – First Community Bank

Best Wishes to all Area Graduates
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Memorial Day weekend in Stockton

Warhawks split games in final week of regular season
Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

	The Warren-Stockton 
Warhawks wrapped up their 
2023 regular season with 
a trio of games last week.  
The Warhawks faced some 
quality competition in their 
final week of the softball 
season as they met up with 
Lena-Winslow, Winnebago, 
and Durand.  

	The Warhawks opened 
the week with an away game 
as they traveled to face off 
with the Lena-Winslow Pan-
thers.  Le-Win finished the 
season with an 18-9 record 
and would prove to be tough 

competition for the War-
hawks.  

	Warren-Stockton had 
one of their worst defensive 
performances of the season 
against a team that will make 
you pay for those mistakes.  
The Warhawks had 11 defen-
sive errors as they never real-
ly gave themselves a chance.  
Despite having 10 hits on of-
fense, Warren-Stockton man-
aged just three runs as it just 
wasn’t their day against the 
Panthers. 

	Adrianne Baker and Elaina 
Martin both had huge days 
at the plate despite the loss.  
Baker was a perfect four for 

four with two runs batted in.  
Martin was right there, going 
three for four with three runs 
scored and one RBI.  The duo 
combined for seventy per-
cent of the Warhawks’ hits on 
the day.  Le-Win went on to 
win the game by a score of 
9-3. 

	Fortunately for War-
ren-Stockton, the Warhawks 
have displayed an ability to 
bounce back from losses all 
season long.  The Warhawks 
have only suffered consecu-
tive losses one time this sea-
son, and that came as part of 
a three-game stretch where 
they suffered a pair of close 

losses to Fulton.  
	The Warhawks put that 

ability on display once again 
when they played host to 
the Winnebago Indians on 
Wednesday, May 10.  In a 
low-scoring affair, it took the 
Warhawks just one inning to 
get the runs they needed to 
come out on top. 

	Lauren Kehl led the way 
from the mound for War-
ren-Stockton.  In seven com-
plete innings, Kehl struck 
out six and allowed just four 
hits.  With just one earned 

run on the day, Kehl gave 
her offense the opportunity 
to come out on top despite a 
lack of production. 

	Warren-Stockton’s runs 
came in the second inning as 
Baker got things started with 
a double down the right side.  
Maizy Fonseca followed up 
with a single to the left side 
and the Warhawks found 
themselves in business.  Al-
though Addy Bohnsack hit 
into a groundout, it was 
enough for Baker to score the 
game’s first run.  Before the 

end of the inning, Fonseca 
reached home safely to give 
the Warhawks a 2-0 lead.  

	Perhaps the best news 
for the Warhawks was their 
cleanup on the defensive 
end.  After a disastrous per-
formance against Le-Win, 
Warren-Stockton had a clean 
game with zero errors against 
Winnebago.  It was the type 
of defensive game the War-
hawks will need if they want 
to make a postseason run. 

	The Stockton American 
Legion will be placing flags 
on Veterans graves in the 
area for Memorial Day.  If 
interested in assisting, meet 
at Ladies Union Cemetery at 
9 a.m. on Saturday, May 20.  
Flags will also be placed in 
Holy Cross Cemetery.  Oth-
er cemeteries have already 
been assigned.  Clubs and 
organizations as well as in-
dividuals, are welcome.  The 
Cub Scouts will be helping 
this year. 

	Other activities for Me-
morial Day weekend are 
“Poppy Days” Friday and 
Saturday, May 26 and 27.   
Members will be at local 
businesses passing out Pop-
pies to raise money for dis-
abled Veterans.  Don’t for-
get the Brat Fry fundraiser 
at Sullivans on Saturday.  A 
Memorial Day service will 
be held Monday, May 29 at 
the High School Gymnasium 
at 10 a.m.  Everyone is wel-
come to attend.

In honor of Memorial Day and remembrance of veterans, the Stockton 
American Legion will place flags on local veterans’ graves on Saturday, 

May 20.  Community members are invited to participate.

See warhawks, Page 10
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 An Earth Day celebration
	 Illinois 4-H members came together on Earth Day, April 22, to plant oak trees 
at the Butterfly Farm.  Stephenson County 4-H Program Coordinator, Brenda Hei-
mann, states, “This helped bring a special awareness to both our youth and the 

community workers about the importance of planting trees, why we plant trees, 
and how to take care of them properly.” 

Thank you to the 
ladies and others 
that helped me 
when I fell on 
my way into 

Sullivan’s. Also, 
thank you to 

whomever went 
to tell Norma.

Erv Klaas

437659

A big thank you to everyone for the 
kindness and sympathy expressed to our 

family at this difficult time. The cards, 
notes, memorials, flowers, food and prayers 

will always be remembered! We weren’t 
ready to say good-bye to Grandpa Roger, he 
has left a very big void in our lives, but we 
are happy to know he left with the angels 
on Easter morning to be welcomed home 

by family and friends and that we will all be 
together again.  Thank you!

Mary Lobdell • Tim and Brenda Lobdell & family
Troy and Barb Lobdell & family • Tyler Lobdell

Gretchen and Tom Kempel & family
Abigail Bower & family

437864

Woodbine Bend Golf 
Course hole in one

	On April 26, Woodbine 
Bend Gold Course had a hole 
in one. Troy Mulholland hit 
a 9-Iron from the blue tee’s 

measuring 143 yards to the 
pin.  The hole in one was wit-
nessed by Owen Logemann 
and Charlie Breed as they 
were kindly letting Troy play 
through.  Congratulations, 
Troy!

Carroll County Help 
Center Thrift Shop 

	Carroll County Help Cen-
ter Thrift Shop is having a $2 
bag sale  on infant and chil-
dren’s clothes through size 

14 every Friday and Saturday 
in May. Customers can choose 
a free toy with each purchase 
while supply lasts.

	Thrift Shop hours are Fri-
days from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and Saturdays from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. The Thrift Shop is 
located at 126 South 4th St. 
Savanna.

American Legion to 
update Memorial 
Day roll call

	After a few years not hold-
ing the roll call of deceased 

veterans at the Lena Memo-
rial Day service, The Ameri-
can Legion has reinstated this 
as part of their service. To be 
sure that all local veterans are 
honored, the Legion is asking 
for assistance in collecting 
names of anyone veteran who 
has passed away since May 
2022.

	If you know a veteran that 
lived in Lena or was a mem-
ber of the Lena American Le-
gion that passed away, please 
email  jamcps54@yahoo.com 
and include the time of their 
service.  

Bake and 
rummage sale 

	A Bake and Rummage Sale 
Fundraiser will be sponsored 
by Holy Ghost Court #228 
of the 1891 Financial Life 
(National Catholic Society of 
Foresters) in the Holy Ghost 
church basement.  The sale 
will take place on Memorial 

Day weekend Friday through 
Monday, May 26 through May 
29.  Funds raised up to $1500 
will be matched through the 
“Hearts and Hands” program.  
Proceeds will go towards 
replacing Father Wernerus’ 
grave cover. Contact Karen 
Reese for any questions at 
608-568-3124 or  dkreese@
tds.net

Townsend Family 
Reunion

	The Annual Townsend 
Family Reunion will be 
held Sunday, June 4 at the 
Townsend Cemetery.  Pot-
luck lunch will be at 12:30 
p.m., with a walking tour of 
the cemetery to follow. Please 
bring a chair, table service, 
and a dish to pass.  Tables 
will be provided.  Join to 
learn more about the family 
members at their final resting 
place. If it is raining, meet at 
the Stockton Park house.

News briefs

Local news on-line
rvpnews.

com
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MOWERY AUTO PARTS

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks
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FREELANCE REPORTERS
AND PHOTOGRAPHERS

NEEDED
Rock Valley Publishing is seeking freelance 
reporters and photographers to produce 
local news and photos for your hometown 
newspaper. Weekly stories and photos 
needed for Jo Daviees and Stephenson 
Counties. Writing and reporting experience 
a plus. Work from home as an independent 
contractor with no in-office requirement.

PLEASE EMAIL RESUME TO:
scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com

BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!
10% MORE for 

jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mint Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Coins 
Flatware • Diamonds • Sterling

40
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M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Your “Main Street Chiropractors”
with over 40 years service to our community

• Palmer Graduates 
• Digital X-Ray

• BCBS, Quartz and Medicare Provider

238 W. Main St. • Lena
815-369-4974

M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Saturday by Appointment.
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Dr. Jared Liles  &  Dr. Jim Liles

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
	St. John’s Lutheran Church, Pearl City, will celebrate the 

Seventh Sunday of Easter and Graduation Recognition on May 
21.  A Worship Service with Holy Communion will begin at 
9 a.m. with Pastor Michelle Knight presiding. Chancel Choir 
will sing.  A reception for graduates will be held in Luther Hall 
following the service.

	The Grace Meal will be served on Sunday, May 21.  The 
menu is barbecue, Lutheran potatoes, carrots, applesauce, and 
a cookie.  Reservations are due to the church office by 5 p.m. 
on Thursday, May 18.

	The second night of Vacation Bible School (VBS) for the 
summer’s Community VBS Family Nights will take place on 
June 4.  A meal will be served from 5 to 5:20 p.m. for fami-
lies to enjoy.  The children will rotate through stations of Bible 
study, crafts, and music.  Confirmation students will be help-
ing.  VBS will continue this summer on July 2 and August 6.  
There will be no charge for participating.  

	On Thursday, May 25 cards and dominoes will be played 
in Luther Hall at 1 p.m.  All are invited for a fun afternoon of 
games.

	St. John’s Lutheran Church of Pearl City is an ELCA parish 
and is located at 229 S. First St., in Pearl City.  The church is 
handicapped accessible.  Please call 815-443-2215 for infor-
mation or with any questions.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
	All are invited to worship at Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church, 118 E. Mason St. Lena, IL on Sunday, May 21 for 
Sunday Worship Service. Holy Communion will be celebrated 
in this service. The reading will be from John 17:1-11.

	On Wednesday, May 23 Peace Corps Quilting group will 
meet from 8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. No quilting experience neces-
sary. Come and tie the quilts and make difference in the world.  

	All services will be recorded and available on the church’s 
Facebook page and website. Please visit http://goodshep-
herdlena.org/ or and Facebook https://www.facebook.com/
GSLCLenaIL for more information. Please contact the church 
office at 815-369-5552 with any questions. 

Salem United Church of Christ
	All are welcome to join for a service led by Pastor Christo-

pher Ham at Salem United Church of Christ, 8491 West Salem 
Road, Lena, Illinois, this Sunday, May 21, 2023, at 10 a.m. The 
Adult Sunday School will be hosted prior to service, starting 
at 9 a.m. on the lower level of the church. Children’s Sunday 
School is held during church service at 10 a.m.

	The Wednesday Breakfast Bunch will meet Wednesday, 
May 24 at 8 a.m. at Stella’s Café, 100 N Main St, Stockton, 
Illinois. Everyone is welcome to join.

Jo Daviess Conservation 
Foundation awarded grant

	The Jo Daviess Conser-
vation Foundation (JDCF) is 
pleased to announce that it is 
one of four grant recipients 
from the Community Foun-
dation of Jo Daviess Coun-
ty’s Future Fund. “We’re very 
excited to announce funding 
for four grants this year. We 
received more proposals than 
ever before from throughout 
the County for a wide variety 
of projects and had to make 
some difficult decisions,” 
said Eric Dregne, Community 
Foundation President. 

	JDCF received $2,500 to 
have the informational bro-
chures available at its seven 
public and two partner pre-

serves translated into Spanish. 
“For many native Spanish 
speakers, English is a sec-
ond language. Therefore, it’s 
important for us to offer our 
materials in the language they 
use for a more inclusive ex-
perience,” says Kelly Myers, 
JDCF’s Development Direc-
tor.

	According to the Com-
munity Foundation, “as the 
Future Fund grows, it will 
continue to provide grants to 
projects that will create a sig-
nificant impact in Jo Daviess 
County, by improving family 
economic security, support-
ing education, and enhancing 
community development.”

Keith Wolf
	Keith Edwin Wolf, 93, 

passed away peacefully on 
Wednesday, May 10, 2023, at 
the Monroe Hospice Home.  
Keith was born on Sept. 21, 
1929, in Monroe, WI to Ker-
mit and Hilda (Stauffacher) 
Wolf.  He married Gladys 
Neuenschwander on June 1, 
1953.  Their 70th wedding 
anniversary would have been 
next month.

	Keith was a lifelong farm-
er in the rural Orangeville 
area where his true passion 
was dairy farming.  He also 
sharpened mower blades for 
his family and friends.  Keith 
enjoyed traveling with Glad-
ys.  Keith was active in the 
Orangeville United Method-
ist Church.  He also enjoyed 
searching round barns out 
across the country.  

	Keith is survived by his 
wife Gladys, of Freeport, 
IL, three daughters and one 
son; Doreen (Pat ) O’Brien 
of Winnebago, IL, Donna 
(Doug) Lamb of Henry, IL, 
Tom Wolf of Orangeville, 
IL, and Dee (Russ) Robb 
of New Windsor, IL, seven 
grandchildren; Tim (Kendra) 
O’Brien, Kevin (Callie Sher-
man) O’Brien, Warren Lamb, 

M i t c h e l l 
Lamb, Brian 
Lamb, Cait-
lin Robb, 
and Nolan 
( K r i s t i n ) 
Robb, six 
great-grand-
c h i l d r e n ; 
K a e l a n 

O’Brien, Landon Sherman, 
Carson Robb, Olivia Robb, 
Alex Lamb, Mia Lamb. He 
was preceded in death by his 
parents Kermit and Hilda 
Wolf, and his brother How-
ard.  

	A memorial service will 
be held at 11 a.m. on Thurs-
day, May 18, 2023, at the Or-
angeville United Methodist 
Church in Orangeville, IL. A 
visitation will be from 4 p.m. 
until 7 p.m. on Wednesday, 
May 17, 2023, at the Cram-
er-Leamon Funeral Home in 
Orangeville, IL. Cremation 
rites have been accorded. 
Pastor Roger Bronkema will 
officiate the services. A me-
morial has been established in 
his name for the SSM Health 
Monroe Hospice Home, and 
the Orangeville United Meth-
odist Church.  Condolences 
may be sent to the family at 
www.leamonfh.com.

ObituaryChurch news
	Sunday, May 21 will be the annual White Elephant and 

Bake Goods Auction. This will take place immediately after 
service around 11 a.m. on the lower level of the church. 

	Would you like to get more involved and enjoy the com-
pany of the congregation? Join for one of the monthly gather-
ings. Men’s Night is held at 6:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday 
of each month. During this time the men spend time visiting, 
playing games, and getting to know each other better. Bible 
Study is offered 6:30 p.m. on the second and fourth Wednes-
days of each month.   Crafternoon is held from 3:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. on the third Wednesday of each month. During this 
time there are snacks, a brief devotional thought, and plenty 
of time to work on crafts individually or together.  All of the 
above-mentioned events are hosted on the lower level of Salem 
United Church of Christ, and all are welcome to join. For more 
information on any of these gatherings, you can contact salem-
wingsofjoy@yahoo.com.

The Journal • The Herald • The Gazette
Tempo • Belvidere Republican

The Clinton Topper • The Shopper
The Independent-Register

The Scoop Today • The Shopper’s Guide

Your weekly community 
news in your hands...

Find us online:
rvpnews.com • indreg.com

Weekly news such as:
Community news, police beat, local news, 

upcoming events, church news, legals, auctions, classifieds...

393035
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Did you know the Village of Stockton 
offers two programs to jump start your 

spring To-Do list?

Exterior Beautification Painting Program
The Village will reimburse up to $250.00 for paint used to paint your home 

or deck as funds are available. (Paint must be purchased in Stockton).

Sidewalk Replacement Program
The Village will reimburse the property owner 50% of the lowest estimate 

(2 estimates required) to replace the sidewalk as funds are available.

Applications are available online or please pick up at the
Village Hall, 155 W. Front Ave., Stockton, IL 61085 437686

www.edwardjones.com

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor

640 W. South St, #4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955
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www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor
.

640 W South St 4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

Member SIPC

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 05/09/23. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-
issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per 
depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please 
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to 
availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest 
rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can 
lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal 
may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution 
of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are 
issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the 
Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

1-year

5.10%
APY*

2-year

4.75%
APY*

3-year

4.60%
APY*

437768

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!
Alyssa Mae Kempel

Love, 
Grandma Mary

Wishing you a Happy 
16th Birthday on May 21

437863

Opinion

Moms are pretty special
This year I spent two 

Sundays waxing eloquently 
about the virtues of mothers 
and motherhood from the 
pulpit. Usually, we just give 
the moms one Sunday, but 
this year we decided to give 
them two weeks since they 
are such an important part 
of all of our lives. I think it’s true that mothers have 

been uniquely gifted by 
God to nurture and guide 
children. My sermon this 
week was about such things. 
We looked at Proverbs 1 
verses 8 and 9 where we 
read this, hear, my son, 
your father’s instruction 
and forsake not your 
mother’s teaching. I found 

it interesting how we are 
supposed to just hear our 
father’s instruction, but we 
are to do more than hear 
our mother, we are to act 
on our mother’s teaching. 
We Dad’s are pretty good 
at giving advice and orders, 
but it is the mothers who 
usually can work more 
patiently with the kids to 
actually help them figure 
out the issue at hand. 

A few years ago, it started 
to be a trend that moms 
were coaching more and 
more little league baseball 
teams around the country 
than ever before. I think it 
is because moms tend to be 
more patient with the young 
ones. I do like getting out 
the baseball bat and ball and 
pitching to the grandkids, 
but they don’t always want 
to work at it for very long. 
When I coached little league 
back in the day, I found 
that sometimes my fielders 
were more interested in 

Things I 
used to do

The last two years have 
been full of changes for me—
both huge and incremental. 

Many of my readers 
have accompanied me on 
my journey, and for that 
I’m forever grateful. It’s 
been fraught with grief, and 
sadness and even, at times, 
despair. 

And then again, hope and 
growth.

But sometimes—
sometimes—you just have to 
find humor in the darkness. 
Dark humor I guess it is. So 
if you’ll bear with me, here, 
I’ll indulge in just a bit of 
that. 

My husband was 56 when 
he died. He seemed young, 
but I wondered how young 
that really is, so I looked up 
the statistics online. For all 
males born alive, nearly 90 
percent of them live past age 
56. That puts my husband in 
the top 10 percent. 

He was always an over-
achiever. 

I guess you could say he 
left me in the lurch. Or at 
least alone. With memories of 
what I used to have, and what 
I have now. For instance:

I used to have a husband. 
Now I have an urn
He used to sit on the 

couch. He even had his own 
spot right in front of the TV. 
His long legs sprawled across 
the length of it, taking up lots 
of space.

Now he sits on a small 
table in my bedroom right 
near the window, where the 
sunshine and music of birds 
singing comes in during the 
early morning hours.

Despite this beauty, he 
is very contained. No more 
dangling legs.

He was forever charging 
his phone—or trying to, 
because he could never find 
his charging cord. The kids 
would steal it and it almost 
became a family joke (for 
everyone but him, and maybe 
even him now that I think 
about it).

I still keep his phone 
charged. It sits on my bedside 
table. I plug it in every 
morning. Once a week his 
phone reports back regarding 
the screen time used over the 
past seven days. In the last 
two years he’s managed to 
whittle his screen time down 
to nearly zero. (Again, he was 
always an over-achiever.)

He was the family 
photographer, and made 
me smile for the camera 
everywhere we went.

No one makes me pose 
for photos anymore—at 
restaurants, at the zoo, on the 
boat, at the fleet store next 
to the baby chicks. I used 
to cringe at posing; now I 
realize I miss him making 
me feel awkward, as weird as 
that sounds. 

He used to try to pack the 
car before vacations. But, 
honestly, he wasn’t good at it. 
No, in all honesty, he sucked 
at it.

I don’t have anyone to 
pack the car now (thank 
goodness). I do it myself, 
and don’t have to do any 
repacking, but wish I did. 
Oh, how I wish for his 
mismanaged, lousy packing 
skills.

We used to get up in the 
morning together and make 
the bed together. He took one 
side; I took the other. 

Now I get up whenever 
I choose. I make the bed 
myself. It is easy because I 
only have to make my side. 
The other side of the bed 
goes unused—neat and tidy. 
Making half the bed is so 
much simpler than making 
the whole thing, said no one 
ever.

By
Jill
Pertler
Columnist

Slices of life

By
Scott
Cernek 
Columnist

Weekly connection

See moms, Page 6 See slices, Page 6

Support the buSineSSeS
that Support you!

393039
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Congrats Orangeville 2023 Graduates

Leah
Baker

Hunter
Bowers

Nathan
Brinkmeyer

Cooper
Chapman

Madelyn
Collier

Alexus
DeHaven

Austin
Farmer

Savanna
Folgate

Karsen
Henneman

Victor
Huerta

Mitchell
Isely

Jesse
Kehler

Kara
Kinney

Kyle
Kloepping

Caiden
Kraft

Payton
O’Connor

Chase
Oakes

Morgan
Owens

Bradyn
Pacek

Maisen
Pfeiffer

Angelina
Pickett

Mitchell
Soddy

Madelyn
Statdfield

Conner
Sweet

Jordyn
Williams-McNett

These local businesses would like to wish all 2023 graduates 
good luck in their future endeavors

437473

437462

Cory’s Pub & Grub
Winslow • 815-367-3020 68718

Cramer-Leamon Funeral Home
Orangeville • 815-789-4411417462WWW.COMMUNITYBANK.COM

Good Luck Area Graduates!!

437205

Bowen Oil Company and
Bowen Mini Marts

Spinhirne Transfer
437167

Raders Insurance Agency
Lena • 815-369-4225

417179

68696

Stateline Insurance Services, Inc.
Orangeville • 815-789-3366

Monroe, WI 
608-325-4464

280892

Stephenson Service Company
Freeport • 815-235-7400

68181

Congratulations from Leverton Sales
McConnell • 815-868-2237

Highland spring honors students present semester projects
	Five Highland Honors stu-

dents presented their spring 
semester projects in person 
and by video in the Clarence 
Mitchell Library at Highland 
Community College, 2998 
W. Pearl City Rd., Freeport, 
Ill. on Friday, May 5 High-
land’s Honor students created 
and designed the projects on 
a chosen topic.

	The Honors Program at 
Highland Community Col-
lege is designed to provide el-

igible students with enhanced 
educational experiences in 
select courses chosen in co-
operation with college facul-
ty. Students must maintain a 
3.5/4.0-grade point average 
to remain eligible for the 
Honors Program. Students 
must possess an ACT com-
posite score of 25 or greater, 
or 1200 out of 1600 on SAT, 
or finish in the top 10 percent 
of their high school gradu-
ating class. This is the 14th 

year of the program.
	Honors program provides 

additional hands-on work-
force and learning experi-
ence. Students work along-
side an instructor to develop 
and complete the project. 
Topics vary from further re-
search of a particular field 
of study, current events or 
trends, a course’s curriculum, 
and the student’s interests 
and goals.

	Students who presented 

were:
Quinn Wilkinson of 

Mount Carroll created a 3D 
collapsible tray to be attached 
to a walker, from measure-
ments through the creation of 
the parts.

Olivia Wilhelms of Free-
port completed case studies 
on the toy and electric car 
battery industries, analyzing 
economic indicators to be 
able to forecast future trends.

Clara Bartels of Freeport 

researched and completed a 
paper comparing and con-
trasting teachers’ treatment, 
requirements, and daily life 
in 1923 and 2023.

Liza Lopez of Lena devel-
oped blueprints, performed 
cost assessments, and fabri-
cated grate covers for a drain-
age system at a local kennel.

Destiny Overman of War-
ren presented two projects. 
On one, she completed a pa-
per on the life of jazz icon 

Billie Holliday, focusing on 
the rendition of “Strange 
Fruit” and the impact it had 
on the Jim Crow era. She also 
created a children’s book that 
delves into death and the pro-
cess of grief.

	For more information on 
the Honors Program, con-
tact Evan Talbert at  evan.
talbert@highland.edu. For 
more on programs and class-
es at Highland Community 
College, visit highland.edu.
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JUNE AUCTION - Accepting Consignments in April

ONSITE & ONLINE BIDDING
Visit Our Websites at www.hwy64auctions.com or

www.powersauction.com for More Details and Information!

May 27 - Last Day to Consign
May 28-29 - Closed Memorial Day Weekend
June 3 - Hwy 64 Auction - Starts at 8:00 AM

June 4 - Hwy 64 Timed Auction
- Lots Start Closing at 8:00 AM

Mark Your Calendars for 
April 24th and Consign 
Your Equipment Early!

CONSIGNMENT HOURS
Mon., Wed. & Fri.: 8 AM – 4PM

Tues. & Thurs.:  8 AM - 2 PM 
Sat:  8 AM - 12 PM

or by apppointment
No late consignments will be accepted

Powers Auction Service
110 E Murray St, Browntown WI 53522 

Office: 608-439-5760 - Email: @ .com
Website: www.powersauction.com - Facebook: Powers Auction Service 

Highway 64 Auctions Consignment Auction
June 3, 2023 • Starting at 8:00 AM

TIMED AUCTION: JUNE 4TH - LOTS CLOSING AT 8:00 AM
5498 HWY 64, BALDWIN, IA 52207 • HWY 64 AUCTIONS OFFICE: (563) 673-6400

SCOTT FRANZEN: (319) 480-3604 • SHERI DOSLAND (563) 212-0453
HWY 64 AUCTIONS WILL BEGIN ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS ON APRIL 24TH!

WE ARE LOOKING FOR QUALITY USED FARM EQUIPMENT 
Construction Equipment • Skid Steers • Attachments

 Hay & Forage Equipment • Planting & Tillage • Trucks • Trailers 
Lawn & Garden • Recreational Equipment and More!

437731

Landscape - Golf & Turf 
Lawn & Garden Auction

DATE: MAY 26th – TIME: 9:00 AM – ONSITE & ONLINE BIDDING

LOCATION: 110 E MURRAY ST, BROWNTOWN, WI 53522

Powers Auction Service
110 E Murray St Browntown WI 53522

Website: www.powersauction.com
Mike Powers (608) 214 - 5761

Auction Held Completely Indoors – Big Selection Of Quality Landscape Contractor Equipment

5 – Skid Steers, 3 – Mini Excavators, 5 – Loader Tractors, 2 – Wide Area Mowers, Large 
Selection Of Lawn & Garden Equipment, 4 – Pick Up Trucks, 3 – Trailers, 7 – ATVs/UTVs 

300 + Pieces To Choose From Something For Every One!

View Complete Catalog @ www.powersauction.com

437732

Opinion

Guidelines for writing, 
submitting a letter to the editor

	Rock Valley Publishing encourages readers to reach 
out to the community by writing a letter to the editor. 

	Letters are limited to 500 words. Authors must 
include their first and last name, the city or village 
in which they reside, and a phone number and email 
address where they can be reached in case of questions. 

Send letters to: scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
Letter-writers will be limited to one letter per 

month except for locally elected officials, or individuals 
specifically associated with local village governments or 
entities such as school districts, park districts or library 
districts.

	No letters directed to a third party will be accepted for 
publication.

	We reserve the right to edit a letter for reasons of 
clarity, space restrictions and libel. 

Inviting Illinoisans to identify 
statesmanship in Prairie State

  Editor’s note: This op-ed 
was distributed by Capitol 
News Illinois on behalf of the 
Paul Simon Public Policy In-
stitute. The opinions expressed 
in this article are the author’s 
own.
 By John T. Shaw

“A statesman,” said the great 
Prussian diplomat Otto von 
Bismark, “is a politician who 
thinks of his grandchildren.” 

Three years ago, former Illi-
nois Governor Jim Edgar and I 
decided to create the Paul Si-
mon-Jim Edgar Statesmanship 
Award to shine a spotlight on 
remarkable leadership that is 
taking place in our state and our 
communities. 

We were looking for Illinois 

political lead-
ers who are 
thinking about 
their grand-
children—and 
acting to cre-
ate a better fu-
ture for them. 

The annual 
Simon-Edgar 
S t a t e s m a n -

ship Award is presented to an 
elected state or local govern-
ment official in Illinois who 
has demonstrated a pattern of 
public service characterized by 
vision, courage, compassion, 
effectiveness, civility, and bi-
partisanship.

I believe that Governor Ed-
gar and Senator Paul Simon, 

the founder of the Institute that 
I’m privileged to lead, repre-
sent the best of Illinois states-
manship. Governor Edgar, a 
loyal Republican, and Senator 
Simon, a steadfast Democrat, 
were always willing to work 
with members of the other 
party and independents to get 
things done for Illinois.

Governor Edgar and I are 
eager to receive and review 
nominations about inspiring 
leaders in Illinois—mayors 
who are crafting creative plans 
for their cities and making hard 
decisions to realize their aspi-
rations; city council members 
who are committed to long-
term strategies for their com-
munities; and state legislators 
and constitutional officers who 
are willing to break from party 
orthodoxy to advance solutions 
that improve the lives of fellow 
Illinoisans.

For our inaugural award, we 
selected 11 Republican mem-
bers of the Illinois General 
Assembly who supported a 
critical budget package in July 
2017, breaking from their party 
in the interest of fiscal solvency 
for Illinois. That budget ended 
a two-year fiscal stalemate that 
tarnished Illinois’ reputation, 
damaged schools, battered the 
state’s credit rating, and led 
to about $15 billion in unpaid 
bills. The 2017 budget paved 
the way for subsequent fiscal 
progress in the state as reflected 
in upgrades to Illinois’ credit by 
rating agencies.

Last year, we selected former 
House Majority Leader Barba-
ra Flynn Currie as the recipient 
of the Simon-Edgar Award. We 
cited her four decades of force-
ful, creative, consequential, and 
civil leadership in the Illinois 
General Assembly. Representa-
tive Currie, a Democrat, served 
in the Illinois General Assem-
bly from 1979 to 2019 and was 
the House Majority Leader 
from 1997 to 2019. She helped 
create Illinois’ Earned In-
come Tax Credit, championed 
clear air and water legislation, 
pushed for the first Freedom 
of Information Act, advocated 
for same sex marriage, draft-
ed critical school funding and 
juvenile justice reforms, and 
fought to end the death penalty 
in Illinois.

The nomination process for 
this year’s Simon-Edgar Award 
opened on April 1 and we are 
accepting nominations until 
June 1. To nominate a candi-
date or candidates, please write 
a brief letter describing how the 
person has displayed the qual-
ities of statesmanship outlined 
above. Please send an email 
to PaulSimonInstitute@siu.
edu or send your letter to Paul 
Simon Public Policy Institute, 
Southern Illinois University, 
Mail Code 4429, 1231 Lincoln 
Drive, Carbondale, Ill. 62901-
4304. 

The recipient of the 2023 
Simon-Edgar Award will be an-
nounced in early August.

John Shaw is the director of 
the Paul Simon Public Policy 
Institute at Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale. Shaw’s 
monthly column explores how 
Illinois can work toward better 
politics and smarter govern-
ment.

In my opinion

John T. Shaw

•	Moms   (Continued from page 4)

I used to take life—and so 
many things—for granted. I 
used to take my husband for 
granted.

And then he got sick and 
he died, at age 56, putting 
him in the top 10 percent of 
his class. I guess that’s an 
A, if death gives out report 
cards. 

But I’m pretty sure that 
wasn’t his plan for the end 
game, she said with a wry 
smile.

I used to have a husband.
Now I have an urn.

And it is a damn fine urn. 
Beautiful even. Just like our 
life together.

I’d challenge anyone to 
say anything else about it.

Enough said. No, go out 
and do it, whatever that is 
for you.

Jill Pertler is an award-
winning syndicated 
columnist, published 
playwright and author. 
Don’t miss a slice; follow 
the Slices of Life page on 
Facebook.

•	Slices   (Continued from page 4)

the butterflies than going 
after the ball and throwing it 
back into the infield. Instead 
of yelling at the fielder like 
I would, the “mom coaches” 
would giggle and patiently 
ask the fielder to get after 
it. They had better success 
sometimes because of their 
patience. There can be a 
difference between a father 
and a mother in that way.

This Mother’s Day was a 
little different from the last 
few that I can remember. 
For the first time in a long 
time my mom wasn’t in her 
house on Mother’s Day so 
I could drop off a card and 
some flowers as I usually 
do. A couple months ago she 
went to stay with my sister 
out in Montana to get a little 
rest and to spend some time 
with their family. My sister 
has lived out in Montana 
for a couple decades with 
her husband and family and 
hasn’t had a lot of time with 
our mom. I’m pretty happy 
for all of them to have 
some time together. Mom’s 
out there watching her 
grandkids play little league 
and pony league baseball 
games, going out for ice 
cream, taking relaxing rides 
in the country and all sorts 
of things. When she was 

here in the farmhouse, she 
never had much time to do 
such things. She had a lot 
of work to do out in the 
yard and keeping the house 
clean. It’s nice that she’s 
getting the opportunity to 
get away from all that now. 

It seems a little funny to 
drive by the empty home 
farmhouse though. Since 
we moved back to our home 
area some six years ago 
almost any time, I drove 
by the farmhouse I would 
see her lamp on next to 
her chair burning softly, 
and now it’s dark when I 
drive by. I guess we are all 
entering a new chapter of 
life. It was sure nice to be 
able to drop in and chat with 
her these last several years. 
We were gone from the area 
for many years and only had 
limited days each year to 
see her and my dad.

God is good and He 
continues to lead us down 
the road to our eternal 
home one day. I hope you 
remembered to wish your 
mom a Happy Mother’s 
Day, if your mom is still 
here. If not, find somebody 
else’s mom and bless them 
with a little joy. 

Until next week, God 
bless.  
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Congrats Pearl City 2023 Graduates

Juan
Barajas

Emma
Boyer

Addison
Bremmer

Nathan
Brinkmeier

Aiden
Dampman

Ries
Diehl

Jonathan
Dinderman

Noah
Downs

McKenzee
Evans

Rozlynne
Feld

Blane
Foulker

Destiny
Haugh

Anahi Hernan-
dez-Saucedo

Jordan
Johnson

Austin
Little

Cade
Monks

Brea
Musser

Dylan
Olvera

Tanner
Perdue

Nicholas
Polizzi

Laine
Rosenstiel

Emily
Saeger

Brooklyn
Schreck

Levi
Sheffey

Lily
Stichter

Seth
Townsend

Hunter
Vick

Aaliyah
Whitney

Jeffery
Wool

Shana
Youtzy

These local businesses would like to wish all 2023 graduates good luck in their future endeavors

437479
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201 S. Main St., Pearl City
815-443-3222

Hours of Operation:
Tues. - Sat. 11 am - 9 pm

Sunday 11 am - 8 pm

437475

437464

Daws Memorials/Monument Sales
Lena • 815-369-4246 or 815-238-6307

437467

Wolf Hollow Golf Course
Lena • 815-369-5513

437206

Bowen Oil Company and
Bowen Mini Marts

Spinhirne Transfer
437166

66463

Little John’s Tap
Pearl City • 815-443-2818

68178Congratulations to ALL Area 
Graduates- Stockton Auto Supply

68713

Raders Insurance Agency
Lena • 815-369-4225

Stateline Insurance Services, Inc.
Orangeville • 815-789-3366

417377

lm
oran

utual
since 1879

Pearl City, IL
815-443-2074

Reinsured by

377168

345275

Offenheiser Schwarz Funeral Home
Pearl City

280891

Stephenson Service Company
Freeport • 815-235-7400

Kempel Urish Construction, Inc.
815-443-2577 or 815-291-5988 377170

417459

Marvin Uecker Agency • Dan Harnish
Lena • 815-369-4569

67244

Congratulations Graduates!!
From Brinkmeier’s Plumbing, LLC
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Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE, rvpnews.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

392651

who have sent a donation to 
help underwrite the Scoop 

Today/Shopper’s Guide. For 
those of you who haven’t 

done so in the past year, but 
enjoy this newspaper and 

would like to help us pay for 
its operation, please send a 
donation in any amount to:

240 W. Main Street, Suite B • Lena, IL • 61048
If you thInk youR nEWSPAPER IS WoRth

50¢ an issue, it would be $26.00; 75¢ an issue - $39.00 
or $1 an issue - $52.00

You won’t get a Scoop/Shopper’s Guide tote bag, an Apple gift card, or a 
discount on an extended car warranty. But you will get the satisfaction of 

knowing that you have helped support your favorite newspaper.

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

Phone______________________________

__ Please keep my
     paper coming: 437477

the Scoop Today Shopper’s Guide
READERS

Stockton CUSD 206 adopts new policy manual
	The Stockton CUSD 206 

board of education has com-
pleted its policy manual de-
velopment project and voted 
to adopt a new district policy 
manual at its meeting Mon-
day, May 15, 2023, at 6 p.m. 
at Stockton Middle School 
Conference Room.

	“Board members who 
worked on this project spent 
numerous hours to make cer-

tain that our district policies 
are in compliance with cur-
rent laws and accommodates 
our students and the commu-
nity,” said Dan Breed Stock-
ton board president. “I want 
to thank everyone for the hard 
work to make this happen.”

	“It took a number of hours 
and a lot of work from the 
entire team to complete this 
project,” added Superinten-

dent James Bunting. “We are 
committed to keeping this 
manual current and staying 
up to date with needed policy 
changes and additions.” The 
Board will use its subscription 
to IASB’s PRESS Plus service 
to keep its policy manual up 
to date going forward.

	Following adoption, the 
policy manual will be avail-
able at stocktonschools.com.

Pritzker reflects on three years of pandemic 
as disaster declarations are set to end

End of state, federal orders will affect some federal benefits
By Peter Hancock
Capitol News Illinois

	In the earliest days of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Gov. JB Pritzker recalls be-
ing handed a report from 
researchers at the Universi-
ty of Illinois.  The analysis 
was written by scientists and 
mathematicians who were 
trying to estimate how many 
deaths and hospitalizations 
would occur under different 
scenarios—one if the state 
took no action; another if it 
imposed only moderate mit-
igation measures; and yet 
another if it imposed signifi-
cant measures such as a stay-
at-home order. “And without 
any mitigations, their pro-
jection was, just in the Chi-
cago area alone, we would 
see 40,000 deaths in approxi-
mately four months,” Pritzker 
recalled in an interview . He 

said he still keeps a copy of 
that report in his office.

	On March 9, 2020, Pritz-
ker issued his first statewide 
disaster declaration related to 
COVID-19, a declaration he 
would go on to renew every 
30 days for more than three 
years. In the following days, 
he would issue executive or-
ders closing schools to in-per-
son attendance, then closing 
bars and restaurants and, 
eventually, a general stay-at-
home order that would shutter 
all “nonessential” business-
es for months to come. “We 
were advised by the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security 
that there were certain kinds 
of businesses that should be 
deemed ‘essential,’ and the 
Department of Homeland Se-
curity had a list that they had 
put together for these sorts of 
emergencies,” Pritzker said. 

“And so that was what we 
used and what virtually every 
state used to determine what 
should stay open and how to 
keep people safe.”

	Now, more than three 
years after he issued that first 
disaster declaration, the last 
of his pandemic-era execu-
tive orders are set to expire. 
Pritzker announced in Janu-
ary that Illinois’ disaster dec-
laration would end on May 
11, the same day chosen by 
the Biden Administration to 
end the federal COVID disas-
ter declaration that also dates 
back to early 2020.

	From a practical stand-
point, most people won’t 
notice the end of the disaster 
declaration because the state 
pandemic-related orders that 
most directly affected their 
daily lives—school closures, 
mask mandates, limits on 

public gatherings—have long 
since expired. But for some, 
it will mean the end of certain 
federally funded benefits.

“There are no restrictions,” 
Pritzker said. “Why was there 
a disaster declaration? Be-
cause in order for us to re-
ceive the federal benefits that 
were being offered to SNAP 
(Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program) recipients, 
who are the poorest people in 
our state, people who needed 
Medicaid, who are the poor-
est people in our state, you 
needed to match up your di-
saster declaration and exec-
utive orders with the federal 
government’s executive or-
ders and disaster declaration. 
So we did that.”

	Pritzker said some people 
will receive less aid through 
SNAP and some Medicaid 
recipients could lose their 
eligibility, but he said those 
changes will not have a sig-
nificant impact on the state 
budget The end of the disas-
ter declaration will also mean 
that as of May 11, testing and 
many of the treatments for 
COVID-19 will no longer be 
free, although Pritzker said 

they will be covered by insur-
ance.

	Looking back over the last 
three years, though, Pritz-
ker reflected on what it was 
like during the initial weeks 
and months of the pandemic 
when scientists and public 
health officials all over the 
world were still trying to 
understand this novel virus. 
“We didn’t know much about 
COVID-19, or even how it 
was spread,” he said. “Re-
member early on, there was 
some belief that it could be 
spread on surfaces. And so, 
people were wearing gloves 
to open their packages and 
things like that.  “So there 
wasn’t a lot of information. 
What we knew was that the 
most effective way to keep 
people safe in the early mo-
ments of this would be for 
people to keep some social 
distance.”

	Over the course of the next 
several months, Pritzker held 
daily news conferences—
usually accompanied by his 
public health director at the 
time, Dr. Ngozi Ezike—to 
relay the most recent infor-
mation, announce new mit-

igation orders and provide 
the latest statistics on infec-
tion rates, hospitalizations 
and deaths.  “Remember, 
communication to the public 
was vitally important when 
the federal government was 
providing very little,” Pritz-
ker said. “And so that’s the 
reason why I was at that po-
dium every day, for months 
straight. It was because peo-
ple needed to know what the 
latest information was.”

	By summer 2020, the state 
began to gradually roll back 
many of the mitigation orders 
on a region-by-region basis 
and by the end of the year, the 
first vaccines became pub-
licly available. Throughout 
2021, new variants of the vi-
rus would emerge, leading to 
temporary spikes in COVID 
cases, hospitalizations and 
deaths. But as the vaccines 
became more widely distrib-
uted, the death and hospital-
ization rates started falling 
steadily, and in 2022 Pritz-
ker began phasing out many 
of mitigation orders that had 
been in place.

See pritzker, Page 17
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Congrats Scales Mound 2023 Graduates

Mickayla
Bass

Taylar
Daly

Ella
Distler

Sydney
Driscoll

Jacob
Duerr

Liv
Pfeifer

Garrett
Pickel

Breyden
Plath

James
Plath

Hanna
Reddington

Dylan
Slavenburg

Mitchel
Travis

Alois
Vandigo

Isaac
Heffernan

Charles
Wiegel

Gavin
Falk

These local businesses would like to wish all 2023 graduates good luck in their future endeavors

396200

Jo-Carroll Energy
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417378

Vincent, Roth, Toepfer & Leinen, P.C.
Warren • 815-745-2624

66479

Congratulations from 
Scales Mound Sinclair • 815-845-2217

377174

Winter Plumbing
Scales Mound • 815-845-2212

205128

Rick’s Sales & Service
Apple River • 815-492-2102 395990

Woodbine Bend Golf Course & Restaurant
Congratulations Graduates!

437469

Jug’s Main Street Tap
Elizabeth • 815-858-3333

437510

Small Town Saloon
Elizabeth • 815-858-9111

437170

Jo Daviess Mutual Insurance Co.
101 Exchange St. • Galena • 815-777-211168983

Davis Lumber Co.
Scales Mound • 815-845-2262

280896

Stephenson Service Company
Freeport • 815-235-7400

315696

Apple Canyon Lake P.O.A.
& Apple Canyon Lake Golf Course

Congratulations to ALL Area Graduates!

General Assembly approves criminal 
sentencing reforms for minors 

Measure supported by coalition of victim advocates 
By Andrew Adams 
Capitol News Illinois

	Illinois lawmakers have 
approved a measure that re-
forms criminal sentencing for 
minors, particularly victims of 
child sex trafficking.  House 
Bill 3414 adds to the factors 
that judges must consider in the 
process of sentencing children 
found guilty of a crime. The 
bill would require a judge to 
consider a child’s involvement 
in the child welfare system, 
whether they have a history of 
domestic abuse or sexual ex-
ploitation and the results of any 
mental health evaluations the 
child has gone through. This is 
in addition to existing factors 
that judges already consider, 
such as age, maturity and po-
tential for rehabilitation. 

	The bill also creates a meth-
od for judges to depart from 

sentencing guidelines, includ-
ing mandatory minimums, or 
to transfer a minor offender to 
juvenile court for sentencing. 
This would only be allowed 
if the child commits a crime 
against a person who had, in 
the previous three years, been 
convicted of one of several 
specific crimes including ag-
gravated sexual abuse, sexual 
abuse of a child or engaging 
a child in prostitution, among 
other crimes. 

	The bill also adds to the fac-
tors judges must consider when 
a prosecutor asks to transfer 
a case to adult court. These 
new factors include whether 
the child has any involvement 
in the child welfare system, 
whether the child was subject-
ed to “outside pressure” and 
the child’s degree of participa-
tion in the crime. The measure 

passed 33-20 in the Senate May 
10 after passing the House on a 
67-40 vote on March 22. It can 
become law with a signature 
from the governor. 

	Proponents of the bill say it 
is part of a nationwide move-
ment to include protections in 
law for victims of child sex 
trafficking. These laws are 
sometimes called “Sara’s Law” 
after Sara Kruzan, a survivor 
of child sex trafficking who 
killed her trafficker in 1995. 
After being sentenced to life in 
prison, Kruzan’s sentence was 
later commuted, allowing her 
to be paroled in 2013. In 2022, 
Kruzan was granted a par-
don by California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom.  “We’re giving the 
courts extra opportunities to 
check and see: Was this victim 
brought into this situation be-
cause of some sort of trauma?” 

the bill’s sponsor, Sen. Mike 
Simmons, D-Chicago, said in 
an interview. 

	The bill was supported by 
a coalition of state and nation-
al advocacy groups including 
the Juvenile Justice Initiative, 
the Women’s Justice Institute, 
Rights4Girls, the Illinois Co-
alition Against Domestic Vio-
lence and the Illinois Coalition 
Against Sexual Assault. 

The Chicago Alliance 
Against Sexual Assault, or 
CAASE, took a leading role in 
pushing for the bill.  “There’s 
an understanding that youth 
require more support and more 
compassion than our system 
gives them,” Madeleine Behr, 
CAASE’s policy director, said 
in an interview. 

	Behr also said the bill is 
part of an ongoing movement 
toward racial justice in the 

criminal legal system.  “This is 
going to be really important for 
Black and brown girls in par-
ticular,” Behr said. 

A U.S. Bureau of Justice Sta-
tistics report from 2011 found 
that over a two-year period, 
victims of sex trafficking were 
disproportionately Black and 
disproportionately Hispanic. 

	In the past few years Illinois 
has passed several high-profile 
criminal justice reform laws, 
including the broad-ranging 
SAFE-T Act that is currently 
under review by the Illinois 
Supreme Court. The high court 
heard oral arguments in March 
around several constitutional 
questions related to the bill. 

	Republicans in the Senate 
raised concerns with the bill, 
mostly around the fact that 
judges will have to consider 
additional factors even when 

the perpetrator has not been the 
victim of abuse or trafficking.  
“The crimes we are talking 
about, where a person is being 
transferred to adult court, these 
are not retail theft,” Sen. Steve 
McClure, R-Springfield, said. 
“These are not minor crimes. 
These are the worst of the 
worst.” 

	McClure added that some 
of the provisions in the bill 
already have similar consider-
ations in law, such as if there 
was involvement in the De-
partment of Children and Fam-
ily Services or if the parent had 
been found to be neglectful or 
abusive.  “In situations where 
there should be leniency, the 
tools are already in our statute 
to provide for leniency,” he 
said. 

See reforms, Page 17
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437456

Daws  MEMORIALS
MONUMENT SALES

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • ESTABLISHED IN 1991

LOTS OF GRANITE IN STOCK
6-8 Weeks From Start To Finish

And Placed In Cemetery

40% CHEAPER THAN COMPETITION!UP 
TO

Bruce Does It All! Sales & Service
STOP BY FOR A QUOTE

Weekdays • Weekends • Evenings • Holidays
APPOINTMENTS WELCOME!
Call 815-369-4246
or 815-238-6307

207 LEET STREET, LENA, ILLINOIS
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Wildcats wrap up 2023 regular season
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

	The River Ridge-Scales 
Mound Wildcats experienced 
their fair share of ups and 
downs in the 2023 baseball 
season.  All in all, the regular 
season was a massive success 
for the Wildcats.  After finish-
ing 6-13 in 2021, and 8-13 in 
2022, the Wildcats took the 
turn and finished with a record 
of 15-12 in 2023.  Winning 
more games in one year than 
they had in the last two sea-
sons combined, the Wildcats 
took a step in the right direc-
tion this year.  

	The Wildcats finished the 
regular season with a num-
ber of tough matchups that 
prepped them for the post-
season.  With games against 
Lena-Winslow, Belmont, and 
Forreston, the Wildcats got 
a good taste of what playoff 
competition feels like.  RR-SM 
opened the week with a home 
game against the number one 
seed Lena-Winslow Panthers.  
Le-Win finished the season 
with a record of 14-6 and could 
potentially meet up with the 
Wildcats in the playoffs.  RR-
SM came into the game with a 
chip on their shoulders as they 
had something to prove, per-
haps to themselves.  

	The Wildcats wasted no 
time in this one.  In the bottom 

of the first, RR-SM jumped out 
to a three-run lead.  With two 
outs, Ben Richmond singled to 
left, driving in Maddox Knau-
er and Mason Smith to give the 
Wildcats the early momentum.  
RR-SM continued to pile it 
on in the second inning, when 
their lead grew to 5-0.  

	The Wildcats blew the 
game open with a four-run 
fifth inning.  Joe Winter got the 
inning started with a leadoff 
single.  Eventually, Camden 
Flack drove in their sixth run 
with a single to right.  Before 
the end of the inning, George 
Winter hit a sacrifice fly that 
put RR-SM up 9-1. 

	There was no coming back 
from that deficit for the Pan-
thers as RR-SM went on to 
pick up a 10-1 victory over the 
number one seed.  Richmond 
led the way offensively, go-
ing two for four with two runs 
batted in and one run scored.  
Flack was also two for four 
with one RBI, and Jacob Duerr 
was one for four with two runs 
scored and one RBI.  George 
Winter and Charlie Wiegel 
each had one RBI as well.  

	Two days later, the Wildcats 
were back on their home field 
to play host to Belmont.  This 
one came down to the wire as 
two solid teams played a gritty 
game of baseball.  Once again, 
the Wildcats took the early 

advantage as they jumped out 
to a lead in the very first in-
ning.  After his leadoff single, 
George eventually stole sec-
ond and advanced to third on 
an error.  George then scored 
on a Knauer groundout as his 
aggressive baserunning helped 
RR-SM take the first lead of 
the day. Belmont would re-
spond with a run of their own 
in the top of the second to tie 
the game at 1-1.  It wouldn’t 
take long for the Cats to jump 
back in the lead as this one 
went back and forth. 

	In the bottom of the fourth, 
Richmond reached safely on 
a bunt single which allowed 
Kaden Duerr to score the 
Wildcats’ second run of the 
day. Belmont wouldn’t go 
away so easy, however.  With 
runs in the top of the sixth and 
another in the seventh, Bel-
mont managed to take a 3-2 
lead with just one-half inning 
left in regulation.  With the 
pressure on, the Wildcats came 
through in the clutch to tie the 
game at 3-3.  

	Jacob Duerr led the bottom 
of the seventh off with a single 
up the middle.  After an inten-
tional walk to setup the double 
play, Wiegel made Belmont 
pay with an infield single to 
the left side.  With the bases 
loaded, Knauer hit a sacrifice 
fly to left field, allowing Duerr 

to score their third run.  While 
RR-SM was unable to take the 
lead, they forced extra innings, 
which was enough to keep 
their hopes alive. 

	In the bottom of the ninth, 
the Cats found themselves in 
another bases loaded situation.  
Once again, Knauer stood in 
the batter’s box.  This time 
around, Knauer was hit by a 
pitch and the Cats managed 
to win in an unusual walk-off 
victory 4-3. 

	Dylan Diehl got the win 
on the mound.  After coming 
in for relief for Knauer, Die-
hl tossed three and two third 
innings with just one earned 
run allowed.  Diehl struck 
out three along the way as his 
pitching kept the Cats in the 
game. 

	At the plate, Knauer had a 
three RBI day despite not get-
ting a single hit.  Richmond 
had another multi-hit day, 
going two for three with one 
RBI.  Joe was two for three in 
the victory as well. 

	The Cats suffered a 7-1 loss 
to an impressive Forreston 
team in the final game of the 
regular season.  Despite the 
loss, the Cats were in a good 
spot as they prepped for 2023 
postseason play which began 
with a matchup against the Or-
angeville Broncos earlier this 
week.

	On Thursday, May 11, 
the Warhawks wrapped up 
the regular season with an-
other home matchup against 
the Durand Bulldogs.  War-
ren-Stockton found them-
selves in another low-scoring 
matchup that came down to 
the wire. 

	After three innings, the 
Warhawks found themselves 
trailing 1-0.  Warren-Stockton 
didn’t get on the board until 
the bottom of the fourth when 
Bohnsack crushed a two-run 
homerun to put them up 2-1.  
Durand quickly responded 
with another run in the top 
of the fifth, tying the game at 
two. 

	In the bottom of the sixth, 
Bohnsack came up to the plate 
in a very similar situation to 
her last at bat.  With one out, 
Baker had a runner on base af-
ter having a leadoff hit.  That 
was the exact scenario in the 
fourth inning when Bohn-
sack hit her first homer of the 
game.  Turns out, Bohnsack 
was extremely comfortable in 
those situations as she roped 
another two-run homer over 

the center field fence.  This 
time, Bohnsack gave the War-
hawks a 4-2 lead. 

	Once again, Durand re-
sponded with a pair of runs in 
the next half inning.  That tied 
the game at 4-4 and set the 
Warhawks up for an exciting 
finish.  

	In the bottom of the sev-
enth, Martin stepped up to 
the plate with two outs.  In 
a 1-1 count, Martin took the 
third pitch and drove it over 
the center field fence for a 
walk off homerun to win 5-4.  
The Warhawks couldn’t have 
asked for a more exciting way 
to wrap up the 2023 regular 
season and head into the post-
season on a high note.  

	Kehl tossed another gem, 
going seven innings with five 
strikeouts and just three hits 
allowed.  Despite Durand put-
ting up four runs, only one of 
them was earned as Kehl gave 
them fits all game long.  

	At the plate, Bohnsack led 
the way going two for three 
with two runs scored and four 
RBI.  Martin was the only 
other Warhawk to tally an 
RBI, and it was an important 
one as it decided the game.  

	With the win, the War-
hawks finished the season 
with a record of 15-6 as they 
appeared prepped for the 
playoffs.

•	Warhawks   (Continued from front page)

your source for on-line news:
RVPNEWS.

COM
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Dr. Stephen Petras
Stockton Dental Center
120 West Front Avenue

Stockton, IL 61085
815-947-3700
Licensed Illinois General Dentist

419276

 

 
 

½ off!! 
Call to schedule today!! 

 

 Custom trays 
 Whitening syringes 
 Free consultation 

 

24-HOUR SERVICE ON ALL BRANDS

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

www.superiorhvacservices.com

New installation • Remodeling
Routine maintenance • Repairs

409647

436713

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

APPEARANCE IS EVERYTHING!
SEE US FOR THE BEST FINISH IN THE BUSINESS!

submitted photos Rock Valley Publishing

This week’s Little Blackhawks	
	 Congratulations to these Stockton Elementary and Middle School students who 
were recognized for following the Blackhawk Way.

Support the buSineSSeS
that Support you!

393039
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Congrats Stockton 2023 Graduates

Alex
Altfillisch

Katelyn
Bartch

Morgan
Blair

Brady
Broshous

Dawson
Broshous

Lily
Broshous

Hailee
Burris

Nathan
Coffey

Katherine
Crome

Jackson
Curtiss

Skylar
Davis

Hunter
Ernst

Madeline
Harbach

Olivia
Harnish

Noah
Hess

Dayton
Julius

Olivia
Keeffer

Lauren
Kehl

Kylah
Kurek

David
Lancaster

Garrett
Luke

Griffin
Luke

Parker
Luke

Maddux
Morgan

Dustin
Oppold

Emily
Paul

Jace
Phillips

Tristian
Preston

Zane
Preston

Kyleigh
Reusch

Lita
Schmoll

Kaelan
Schubert

These local businesses would like to wish all 2023 graduates good luck in their future endeavors

437865

Congratulations from 
Molitor Plumbing • Stockton

417434
Fiber Internet | Phone | Internet Security

437687

Woodbine Service Garage
815-858-3803

395973

Vincent, Roth, Toepfer & Leinen, P.C.
Warren • 815-745-2624

377160

Stockton Dental Center
Stockton • 815-947-3700

437478

�������������������������������
������������

������������������
�������� ��������������� ����
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201 S. Main St., Pearl City
815-443-3222

Hours of Operation:
Tues. - Sat. 11 am - 9 pm

Sunday 11 am - 8 pm

437476

437511

Small Town Saloon
Elizabeth • 815-858-9111

437171

Jo Daviess Mutual Insurance Co.
101 Exchange St. • Galena • 815-777-2111

Spinhirne Transfer
437164437163

Stephenson Service Company
Stockton • 815-947-3655

417379

RED’S LIQUOR
Warren • 815-745-2888

70080

Congratulations to All Area Graduates
from Lena State Bank!

68171Congratulations to ALL Area 
Graduates- Stockton Auto Supply

204107

Raders Insurance Agency
Lena • 815-369-4225

66471

Hartzell’s IGA
Warren • 815-745-3311
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Congrats Stockton 2023 Graduates

Ryley
Schultz

Haylen
Scott

Whittney
Sullivan

Bailey
Thornton

Ella
Wackerlin

Ivan
Wickler

Abigail
Wilkinson

These local businesses would like to wish all 2023 graduates good luck in their future endeavors

Congratulations to 
All Area Graduates

Stockton, IL

395743

70043

B&B Hillside Repair
Stockton • 815-947-3297

68721

Congratulations to all Area Graduates
Stockton Auto Body

396194

Vanderheyden Furniture & Flooring
9105 US Route 20 W • Lena • 815-369-2224

315695

Apple Canyon Lake P.O.A.
& Apple Canyon Lake Golf Course

Congratulations to ALL Area Graduates!

243109

Woodbine Bend Golf Course & Restaurant
Congratulations Graduates!

395980

Welcome Home NW Illinois
Lena • 815-291-2330

377196

Congratulations to ALL area Graduates! 
Stella’s Cafe & Catering • Stockton

396197

Liles Chiropractic Clinic, Ltd.
Lena • 815-369-4974

242945

Stockton Travel Center
Open 24 Hours

205131

Bauer & Fonseca, P.C.
Stockton • 815-947-4594

Rock ValleyPublishing LLC

The Journal • The Herald • The Gazette • Tempo • The Shopper • The Clinton Topper
The Independent-Register • Belvidere Republican • The Scoop Today • The Shopper’s Guide

H Community News 
H Police Beat
H Local News

H Upcoming Events
H Church News

H Legals   H Auctions   H Classifieds

Weekly news 
including:

Your community in your hands!

Find local news online: rvpnews.com • indreg.com

428163
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Congrats Warren 2023 Graduates

Aylin
Alenderova

Kyle
Borman

Benjamin
Brinkmeier

Sofie
Burke

Jaylyn
Carter

Cyler
Cornelius

Madyson
Evans

Lucas
Griffin

Brodie
Haley

Alex
Harris

Ava
Heidenreich

Blake
Heller

Tyler
Heller

Arik
Kaiser

Jack
Leverton

Kaitlyn
Lozada

Landen
Mahoney

Elaina
Martin

Reed
McNutt

Jason
Niemann

Janel
Radaszewski

Sydney
Story

Jesalyn
Straight

Alivia
Thruman

These local businesses would like to wish all 2023 graduates good luck in their future endeavors

437866

Congratulations from 
Molitor Plumbing • Stockton

417433
Fiber Internet | Phone | Internet Security

66453

Vincent, Roth, Toepfer & Leinen, P.C.
Warren • 815-745-2624

417436

Stockton Dental Center
Stockton • 815-947-3700

437465

Daws Memorials/Monument Sales
Lena • 815-369-4246 or 815-238-6307

437172

Jo Daviess Mutual Insurance Co.
101 Exchange St. • Galena • 815-777-2111 437168

Albrecht Motors
Warren • 815-745-3795

Spinhirne Transfer
437165

118327

Barker Performance Automotive
Warren • 815-745-2698

281972

RED’S LIQUOR
Warren • 815-745-2888

66466

Hartzell’s IGA
Warren • 815-745-3311161834

Stateline Insurance Services, Inc.
Warren • 815-745-2148

345380

Congratulations to all area 
graduates! 815-369-5549

280895

Stephenson Service Company
Freeport • 815-235-7400

Saunders Oil Co. Inc.
Warren • 815-745-2267

242946

417461WWW.COMMUNITYBANK.COM

Good Luck Area Graduates!!
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Congrats Warren 2023 Graduates

Tyler
VenHuizen

Liliana
Varela

Abigail
Winters

Payton
Wolf

Keaton
Wulfekuhle

Sierra
Young

These local businesses would like to wish all 2023 graduates
good luck in their future endeavors

396185

B&R Grain Handling & Electric

205126

Rick’s Sales & Service
Apple River • 815-492-2102

437472

315694

Apple Canyon Lake P.O.A.
& Apple Canyon Lake Golf Course

Congratulations to ALL Area Graduates!

68173Congratulations to ALL Area 
Graduates- Stockton Auto Supply

Raders Insurance Agency
Lena • 815-369-4225

417178

68719

Bartell-Leamon Funeral Home
Warren • 815-745-2114 417684

Congratulations to ALL area Graduates! 
Stella’s Cafe & Catering • Stockton395989

Woodbine Bend Golf Course & Restaurant
Congratulations Graduates!

68709

Best of Luck to All Area Graduates
from The Bob

submitted photos Rock Valley Publishing

Pearl City students 
working hard

	 (Above Left) Ben Bremmer and Aaliyah Whitney use 
Ag Day at Pearl City to teach the Pearl City fourth grad-
ers about agriculture and celebrating agriculture within 
the community.

	 (Above) Jordan Johnson and Elizabeth Dinderman 
read to the Pearl City Kindergartners about pigs and 
took some time to show the students one of their very 
own.

	 (Left) The end of year celebration for Servant Leader-
ship was held at HCC on Sunday, April 23.  Pictured are 
leaders Laine Rosenstiel, Lakota Scace, Jordan John-
son, Ava Bremmer, Addie Bremmer.  Not pictured is Na-
than Brinkmeier.
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437459

The Scoop Today
Will Be Featuring This Year’s 

Stockton Town Garage Sales
To Be Held  Friday, June 16 &

Saturday, June 17
If you have any questions, 
Call Cyndee Stiefel 

Today at 815-369-4112
or email 

lenaads@rvpublishing.com

Name ___________________________________
Address _________________________________
 ________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________

Sign Up Now! Registration Form

IncludesMap & Advertising 
in  The Shopper’s Guide & The Scoop Today

Bring form to The Scoop Today along 
with payment or mail to: 

The Scoop Today,
240 W. Main St., Suite B, Lena, IL 61048

Deadline to sign up is 4 p.m. on Wednesday, June 7

Please Sign Up EARLY. Early Registration is Appreciated!!

Include address in boxes below

$13.00 

MUST BE PREPAID

Include address  and 

garage sale items in boxes 

below. 1 letter per box. 

Including spaces between 

words and punctuation.

From Lena’s Kitchen

	We had some beautiful 
weather to celebrate the week 
before Mother’s Day.  The 
trees and bushes have popped 
out with beautiful green 
leaves, and the spring bush-
es are flowering.  I think that 
spring has arrived.  This week 
we have some interesting rec-
ipes to help you usher in the 
spring season.  Enjoy cooking 
this week!

Cheese Dreams
These appetizers can be 

made ahead of time and they 
would be great on a brunch 

table for Mother’s Day.  They 
are easy to make and have 
simple ingredients.

2 C. finely grated sharp 
Cheddar cheese

2 C. butter, softened
3 T. heavy cream
1 egg
1 t. Worcestershire sauce
½ t. salt
½ t. dry mustard
Hot sauce to taste
1 pkg. firm white sandwich 

bread slices
	Preheat oven to 375.  Beat 

cheese and butter at medium 
speed with mixer until blend-
ed.  Beat in heavy cream, 
egg, Worcestershire sauce, 
salt, and dry mustard.  Add 
hot sauce to your taste.  Cut 
the crusts from the white 
bread slices.  Cut each bread 
slice into 4 squares.  Spread 
cheese mixture on half of 
bread squares (about 1 t. per 
square); top each with 1 re-
maining square.  Spread re-

maining cheese mixture over 
top and sides of sandwiches.  
Pace sandwiches 1 inch apart 
on a lightly greased baking 
sheet.  Bake for 15 minutes or 
until golden brown.

Spinach Radish Salad
	This salad has a great pop-

py seed dressing.  The spin-
ach, radish, and avocado com-
bination make a great green 
salad side or a luncheon meal.

1/3 C. sliced almonds
1/3 C. extra-virgin olive oil
2 T. lemon juice
1 T. poppy seeds
1 T. honey
1 T. cider vinegar
½ t. salt
¼ t. pepper
1½ pkg. (5 oz.) baby spin-

ach
2 avocados, pitted, peeled, 

cut into ¾ inch pieces
½ C. sliced radishes
½ C. sliced green onions

	In a dry skillet over medi-
um heat, cook almonds, stir-
ring often, until lightly toast-
ed; reserve.  In a medium jar 
with tight-fitting lid, combine 
oil, lemon juice, poppy seeds, 
honey, vinegar, salt, and pep-
per.  Seal with lid; shake vig-
orously until well blended.

	In a large serving bowl, 
combine spinach, avocado, 
radishes, and green onions.  
Drizzle dressing over the sal-
ad; toss until evenly coated 
and combined.  Sprinkle with 
reserved toasted almonds.

Beef and Cauliflower 
Pie

	This is an easy casserole 
that has the meat, potatoes, 
and vegetables in one pan.  
Add some cheese to the top, 
and you have a great meal.

1 pkg. (16 oz.) frozen cauli-
flower florets

2 lbs. boneless beef sirloin 

steak, cut into 1-inch pieces
2 t. onion powder
1 t. dried oregano
¾ salt
¾ C. beef broth
2 T. Worcestershire
1 T. flour
1 can (14.5 oz.) diced pota-

toes, drained
1 can (14.5 oz.) sliced  car-

rots, drained
1 C. shredded cheddar
	Grease a 2½ qt. baking 

dish.  Cook cauliflower per 
package directions.  Sprin-
kle beef with onion powder, 
oregano, and salt.  Grease a 
nonstick skillet with cooking 
spray and heat over high heat.  
In batches, cook beef, stirring 
until browned, 2 minutes per 
batch.  Remove meat.  Mix 
broth, Worcestershire and 
flour in a bowl; add to skillet.  
Over medium-high heat, bring 
to a boil; cook, stirring until 
thickened, 2 minutes.  Stir in 
beef, potatoes, and carrots.  
Cook until heated, 1 minutes.  
Transfer to the prepared bak-
ing dish; top with cauliflower 
and cheddar.  Broil until gold-
en, about 4 minutes.  Serve.

Chicken Crouton 
Casserole

	If you are looking for an 
easy and quick supper, this 
chicken casserole will fill 
the bill.  You can use canned 
chunk chicken, rotisserie 
chicken, or cook some chick-
en breasts and thighs ahead of 
time.  This creamy casserole 
will please just about every-
body.

1 can chicken broth
1 can cream of chicken 

soup
1 C. sour cream
½ C. butter, melted
1 pkg. (12 oz.) seasoned 

stuffing cubes
4 C. shredded cooked 

chicken
Minced parsley for garnish
	Preheat the oven to 375.  

In a large bowl, combine the 
broth, soup, sour cream, and 
butter.  Stir in croutons and 
chicken.  Transfer to a greased 
9 x 13 baking dish.  Bake, un-
covered, until heated through, 
20 to 25 minutes.  Sprinkle 
with parsley.

Rhubarb Cheesecake 
Tart

	It is rhubarb time again.  If 
you were able to keep your 
rhubarb from freezing, it will 
be popping out of the ground 
any day now.  If you have lots, 
I know people who would 
love it if you shared.  Remem-
ber that frozen rhubarb plants 
are poisonous, so don’t eat the 
rhubarb if the leaves have had 
frost.  If you cut if off or pull 
it out, it will come back.  You 
just have to be patient.

1½ C. graham cracker 
crumbs

2 T. plus 1 2/3 C. sugar

5 T. butter, melted
Red food coloring
8 oz. trimmed fresh rhu-

barb, cut into ½ inch pieces
12 oz. Cream cheese at 

room temperature
4 egg yolks
1 t. vanilla 
3 egg whites
½ t. cream of tarter
	Heat oven to 325.  Coat a 

9-inch tart pan with remov-
able bottom with cooking 
spray.  In medium bowl, com-
bine graham cracker crumbs 
and 2 T. sugar; stir in butter.  
Press in bottom and upside of 
tart pan.  Bake until set, about 
8 minutes.  Transfer to a cool-
ing rack; cool completely.

	Transfer pan to rimmed 
baking sheet.  In medium pot, 
combine 1 C. sugar and 1 C. 
water; tint with food coloring.  
Over medium heat, bring to a 
boil.  Add rhubarb; cook, stir-
ring often, until softened and 
syrup forms, 4 to 5 minutes.  
Drain, reserving 1 t. syrup.  
Let cool; pat fruit dry.  On 
medium speed, beat cream 
cheese and 1/3 C. sugar until 
smooth; beat in egg yolks and 
vanilla until combined.  Re-
serve 2 T. rhubarb.  Stir in re-
maining rhubarb to egg mix-
ture.  Spread in crust.  Bake 
on rimmed baking sheet until 
no longer wet in center, about 
25 minutes.  

	On medium speed, beat 
egg whites with cream of tar-
tar until soft peaks form.  On 
high, beat in remaining sugar, 
one tablespoon at a time until 
dissolved and mixture is stiff. 
Spread over hot filling.  Bake 
until golden, 15 minutes, cool 
on rack.  Mix reserved rhu-
barb and syrup, spoon on top.

Rhubarb Oat Crumb 
Bars

	This simple recipe is a way 
to eat rhubarb almost like a 
cookie.  It uses a sugar cookie 
mix for its base.  It is not rich 
like pie or cheesecake, but it 
is a great treat that is easy to 
make.

2 T. cornstarch
1 lb. rhubarb stalks, cut into 

½ inch pieces
¼ C. sugar
¼ C. strawberry jam
1 pkg. (17.1 oz.) sugar 

cookie mix
½ C. butter, softened
1 egg
½ C. rolled oats
	Preheat the oven to 350.  

Line a 9-inch square baking 
pan with enough foil to over-
hang sides by 2 inches.  Coat 
with cooking spray.  In a bowl, 
mix cornstarch and 2 T. water.  
In a pot, mix rhubarb, sugar, 
and jam.  Over medium heat, 
cook, stirring until mixture is 
mostly smooth, 8 to 10 min-
utes.  Stir in cornstarch mix-
ture.  Cook until thickened, 1 
to 2 minutes; let cool.

The not so skinny cook

See kitchen, Page 18
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Service Corner
The Scoop Today & Shopper’s Guide

Power Walk Mowers, Residential, 
Heavy Duty Residential 

and Commercial Zeroturns

10240 N. Old Mill Rd. • McConnell, IL 61050
815-541-3348 • heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

0%  Interest 
Financing 
Options 
available

Your local Toro Dealer & Master Service Center

395223

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

Nick Judge • 815-990-8937
www.sixpointservices.com

Residential and 
Commercial

Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning

Window Washing
Holiday Lighting

Fully insured
413671

Place Your 
Service Ad
Minimum of 

4 weeks 
Additional Sizes 

Available

436972

Denny’s Service Center

Dennis Rakowska Auto Technician

10146 N. Wachlin Rd. • McConnell, IL 61050
815-291-9010 • E-mail denrak03@yahoo.com

413749

PEARL CITY SEAMLESS 
GUTTERS INC.

815-291-6449

5” & 6” Seamless 
Gutters & Gutter Guards Available. 

Multi-color, Color Match.
Owner Operated

423071

(Formerly Wybourn Construction)

Cell: 608-558-1095
Lena, IL

bobwybourn@gmail.com
• Windows•Doors•Kitchens

•Bathrooms•Decks
No Job Too Small To Appreciate!

407366

Therapeutic Massage
Deep Tissue Massage
Trigger Point Therapy

Monika Algrim, LMT
112 W. Lena St.

Lena, IL 61048 • 630-669-0096
malgrimlmt@gmail.com

www.malgrim.amtamembers.com

434740

Werhane Total Truck Repair
~Under NEW Management~

Straight Trucks - Semis - Dump Trucks - Farm Type 
Vehicles including Farm Tractors

FAIR • FAST • FRIENDLY
• Clutches • Brakes • Welding (Steel & Aluminum) • Electrical 

• Lube & Oil Change • Suspension • King Pins • Transmission & Drive Line 
• Differentials • Tune Ups • Over Hauls • Minor Body Work 

• Tractor-Trailer Wash • Air Conditioning
• NEW DIAGNOSTICS AVAILABLE•

KEEP US IN MIND FOR ALL YOUR REPAIR NEEDS

Werhane Enterprises
509 E. Main St. • Lena                 2023-5-24-23-08

436828

AVAILABLE FOR REPAIRS
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT TODAY! 815-369-4574

‘No Child Wet Behind’ 
giveaway for parents in need

	The diaper is one of the 
many overlooked costs of 
poverty. Babies require up 
to 12 diapers a day, and tod-
dlers can require as many as 
8. State and national safe-
ty-net programs do not assist 
with diapers for families liv-
ing in poverty. The FHN Val-
ue Support Team is proud to 
present its 3rd  annual diaper 
(and other essentials) give-
away for parents in Stephen-
son and Jo Daviess counties. 
The diapers and other essen-
tials for the event have been 

donated by FHN and Ara-
mark team members.

	No Child Wet Behind 
will be held from 10:30 
a.m. to12:30 p.m. (or while 
supply lasts) on Tuesday, 
May 16 in the Lincoln Mall 
parking lot, 1247 W. Galena 
Avenue in Freeport. Parents 
are invited to receive a free 
bundle of size-appropriate 
diapers (sizes 2 and up) for 
each child in their household 
at this free, drive-through 
event. Each household also 
will receive an essentials 

bundle containing baby 
wipes, wash, and lotion. All 
materials distributed through 
this drive will be marked and 
will not be returnable to any 
location.

	Parents may also receive 
a free car seat check at the 
event, and speak with repre-
sentatives from WIC and Illi-
nois Family Connects. Infor-
mation about and support for 
breastfeeding, postpartum 
depression, and other health 
concerns will be available at 
the event, as well.

	Sen. Jason Plummer, 
R-Edwardsville, said the bill 
is a “get-out-of-jail-free card” 
for young offenders.  Senate 
Minority Leader John Curran, 
R-Downers Grove, said the 
bill would make it more dif-
ficult for prosecutors to crack 
down on things like carjack-
ing in the city and suburbs, 
something he called “an epi-
demic of violence.”  “This bill 

is going to make it more dif-
ficult in prosecuting and en-
forcing those crimes,” Curran 
said.  Curran also criticized 
the expanded list of factors 
judges would have to consid-
er in sentencing.  “This bill 
now has a factor that a judge 
must consider: Was the ac-
cused offender subject to peer 
pressure? Not sure how that’s 
relevant,” he said. 

	Simmons defended the bill 
after it passed by saying it 
would not require judges to 
do anything other than take 
more information into con-
sideration.  “This legislation 
gives judges the space to look 
at these other categories,” 
Simmons said. “But the legis-
lation does not put a thumb on 
the scales of justice.”

•	Reforms   (Continued from page 9)

	Pritzker maintains that as 
a result of those measures, 
Illinois avoided the direst 
predictions of the mathema-
ticians and scientists at the 
University of Illinois. Ac-
cording to the Illinois De-
partment of Public Health, as 
of April 30, the entire state of 
Illinois has seen 36,850 con-

firmed COVID-19 deaths, 
and another 5,155 “proba-
ble” disease-related deaths. 
“But if one were to look at 
how Illinois handled the pan-
demic—and this is kudos 
and gratitude to the people 
of Illinois—people did the 
right thing,” Pritzker said. 
“And the vast majority of 

people in Illinois understood 
what they needed to do. They 
heard what they needed to do 
from the experts, and they 
did it. And the result of that 
is, to the extent one can use 
the word ‘success’ here, the 
result is that we had real suc-
cess here at keeping people 
safe and alive.”

•	Pritzker   (Continued from page 8)

    your source for on-line news:

	       RVPNEWS.COM
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING ON

TOWNSHIP BUDGET
PLEASANT VALLEY 

TOWNSHIP
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN that a Tentative 
Budget and Appropriation 
Ordinance for the Town-
ship of Pleasant Valley, in 
the County of Jo Daviess, 
State of Illinois, for the 
fiscal year beginning April 
1, 2023 and ending March 
31, 2024, will be on file 
and conveniently avail-
able to public inspection 
by appointment from Town 
Clerk upon request after 
8:00 p.m., the 11th day of 
May, 2023.

NOTICE IS FURTHER 
GIVEN HEREBY that 
a public hearing on said 
Budget and Appropriation 
Ordinance will be held at 
7:00 p.m., the 8th day of 
June, 2023 at the Town 
Hall in this Township of 
Pleasant Valley and that 
final hearing and action on 
this ordinance will be tak-
en at a meeting to be held 
at the Town Hall following 
the public hearing.

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

May 17, 2023)
437594

PUBLIC NOTICE
We, Brent and Colleen 

Myers are bringing forth 
our Land Patent for the 
following parcel located 
at 4606 Lily Creek Road 
Freeport, Illinois [61032]. 
Any party interested in 
viewing or challenging 
this claim can view the 
associated documents 
here https://www.statena-
tionalhelp.com/brent-col-
leen-myers

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

March 22, 29,
April 5, 12, 19, 26,

May 3, 10, 17 & 24, 2023)
434572

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING ON

ROAD DISTRICT 
BUDGET

PLEASANT VALLEY 
TOWNSHIP

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that a Tentative 
Budget and Appropriation 
Ordinance for the Road 
Purposes of the Town-
ship of Pleasant Valley, in 
the County of Jo Daviess, 
State of Illinois, for the 
fiscal year beginning April 
1, 2023 and ending March 
31, 2024, will be on file 

and conveniently avail-
able to public inspection 
by appointment from Town 
Clerk after 8:00 p.m., the 
11th day of May, 2023.

NOTICE IS FURTHER 
GIVEN HEREBY that 
a public hearing on said 
Budget and Appropriation 
Ordinance will be held at 
7:00 p.m., the 8th day of 
June, 2023 at the Town 
Hall in this Township of 
Pleasant Valley and that 
final hearing and action on 
this ordinance will be tak-
en at a meeting to be held 
at the Town Hall following 
the public hearing.

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

May 17, 2023)
437595

Public Notice
Stockton Community Unit 
School District #206 has a 
vacant seat on its Board of 
Education. The seat may be 
filled by a resident of the 
Stockton School District.
Procedure to fill vacancy:

1. Send letter of interest 
and any relevant creden-
tials to: Superintendent 
James Bunting, Stockton 
CUSD #206, 540 North 
Rush Street, Stockton, Illi-
nois 61085 by Wednesday, 
May 31, 2023.

2. The Board will inter-
view prospective candi-
dates on the evening of 
Monday, June 5, 2023.  
The Board will then install 
the new member at its reg-
ular meeting on Monday, 
June 19, 2023.
Prospective candidates can 
call James Bunting at 815-
947-3391  or email james.
bunting@stocktonschools.

com with questions
(Published in

The Scoop Today 
May 17, 2023)

437719

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 15TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
STEPHENSON COUNTY 
- 15 North Galena Avenue, 

FREEPORT, ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF 
Duane E. Williams, 
    DECEASED.

23 PR 22
Notice is given to cred-

itors of the death of the 
above named decedent. 
Letters of office were is-
sued to Carla Williams, 
331 Valley View Drive, 
Lena, Illinois 61048, as 
Independent Executor, 
whose attorney of record 
is SJ Chapman, Bielski 
Chapman, Ltd, 123 North 

Wacker Drive, Suite 2300, 
Chicago, Illinois 60606.

The estate will be ad-
ministered without court 
supervision, unless under 
section 5/28-4 of the Pro-
bate Act Ill. Compiled Stat. 
1992, Ch. 755, par. 5/28-
4) any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any time 
by mailing or delivering a 
petition to terminate to the 
clerk.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed with the clerk 
or with the representative, 
or both, on or before No-
vember 3, 2023, or, if mail-
ing or delivery of a notice 
from the representative is 
required by section 5/18-3 
of the Probate Act, the date 
stated in that notice. Any 
claim not filed on or before 
that date is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the 
clerk must be mailed or 
delivered by the claimant 
to the representative and to 
the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.

E-filing is now mandato-
ry for documents in civil 
cases with limited exemp-
tions. To e-file, you must 
first create an account with 
an e-filing service provid-
er. Visit http://efile.illinois-
courts.gov/service-provid-
ers.htm to learn more and 
to select a service provider. 
If you need additional help 
or have trouble e-filing, 
visit http://www.illinois-
courts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.
asp.
SJ Chapman
Bielski Chapman, Ltd 
(6312516)
123 North Wacker Drive, 
Suite 2300
Chicago, Illinois 60606
(312)583-9430
I3218914 

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

May 3, 10 & 17, 2023)
436764

PUBLIC NOTICE
We, Brian and Carla My-

ers are bringing forth our 
Land Patent for the follow-
ing parcel located at 4480 
Illinois Route 26 North, 
Freeport, IL [61032]. Any 
party interested in viewing 
or challenging this claim 
can view the associated 
documents here https://
www.statenationalhelp.
com/brian-carla-myers

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

March 22, 29,
April 5, 12, 19, 26,

May 3, 10, 17 & 24, 2023)
435765

LEGAL NOTICES
Dentists and dental 
students advocate 
for oral health

	More than 700 dentists 
and dental students took 
part in the seventh annual 
ADA Dentist and Dental 
Student Lobby Day in 
Washington DC on March 
5 through March 7. During 
the event, the attendees 
heard presentations from 
various experts on the general 
status of oral health in 
America and legislative acts 
that organized dentistry is 
trying to enact in Congress. 
They also participated in 
training sessions on how to 
successfully advocate for 
better oral health care in their 
communities and at both the 
state and national levels. To 
give you a brief insight into 
what this means for you, I 
will cover just two of the 
issues addressed.

	As I reported earlier this 
year, one area of focus is 
insurance reform. Dentists 
across America are working 
to make sure that more of 
your premium dollars are 
spent on actual dental care. 
In addition, the attendees met 
with members of Congress to 
advocate for ELSA (Ensuring 
Lasting Smiles Act) or HR 
(House of Representatives) 
1916/S.754, which seeks to 
protect children born with 
congenital abnormalities 
such as cleft lip and palate. 
Although these types of 
birth defects interfere 
with a person’s ability to 
breathe, speak, and/or eat 
in a normal manner, many 
insurance companies call 
this a “cosmetic” issue and 
refuse to cover any necessary 
reconstructive surgery. Often 
those insurance companies 
that concede to pay for the 

initial surgical repair will 
not pay for any further 
reconstructive procedures 
to improve function as the 
child grows. Thanks to the 
dentist and dental student 
Lobbyists, ELSA was 
introduced by a bipartisan 
group of Representatives 
and Senators in the House 
and Senate on March 16, 
2023. If passed, the Ensuring 
Lasting Smiles Act “would 
require all private group and 
individual health plans to 
cover medically necessary 
services resulting from a 
congenital anomaly or birth 
defect. This would include 
inpatient and outpatient 
care and reconstructive 
services and procedures, as 
well as adjunctive dental, 
orthodontic, or prosthodontic 
support.”

	Another area of focus 
is a lack of federal dental 
coverage for adults on 
Medicaid. Lack of oral 
health coverage leads many 
Medicaid recipients to turn 
to emergency departments 
to relieve dental pain. In 
addition, poor periodontal 
health plays a significant 
negative role in systemic 
health conditions such as 
heart disease and diabetes. 
In fact, a recent Analysis of 
Dental and Medical Claims 
has revealed that controlling 
periodontal disease in 

patients is associated with 
lower outpatient healthcare 
costs for patients covered by 
Medicaid, as well as those 
covered by commercial 
insurance policies. Providing 
adults on Medicaid with 
regular access to oral care has 
been estimated to save our 
healthcare system $2.7 billion 
annually.

	On March 24 of this year, 
ADA President George 
R. Shepley returned to 
Washington to participate in 
the White House Conference 
on Hunger, Nutrition, and 
Health. The Purpose of the 
Conference is to end hunger, 
increase physical activity and 
promote healthy eating in 
order to reduce the incidence 
of diet-related diseases, 
including obesity, diabetes, 
and hypertension. Dr. 
Shepley spoke on nutrition 
and the effects of added and 
often hidden sugars in food. 
Excess sugar overloads our 
organs, causing dysfunction 
and leading to disease.  
Currently, 42.4 percent of 
American adults are obese, 
and 11.3 percent have 
diabetes. Almost 20 percent 
of children are obese, and .35 
percent are diabetic. Excess 
sugar is damaging both 
our oral and overall health. 
Excess sugar leads to oral 
disease, which exacerbates 
systemic disease and 
systemic disease exacerbates 
oral disease.  In light of this 
bi-directional relationship, 
Dr. Shepley spoke about the 
need for dental-medical-
dietetic collaboration to 
educate and advocate for 
the optimal health of all our 
citizens.

IN*CI*DENTAL*LY

By
Dr. Stephen 
Petras 
Illinois Licensed 
General Dentist

	Prepare sugar cookie 
mix per package directions 
with butter and egg.  Press 
2/3 dough into bottom of 
pan.  Mix oats into remain-
ing dough.  Spread rhubarb 
mixture on crust; crumble oat 
mixture on top.  Bake until 
golden, 45 minutes.  Let cool 
before cutting into squares.

Final Thoughts
	The fields are really look-

ing good.  They are planting 

all over the place.  I know 
people are buying plants for 
the garden and their pots.  
Maybe the potatoes and peas 
that were planted on Good 
Friday will begin to pop up 
through the ground.  People 
have been finding rhubarb and 
asparagus.  Someone told me 
that when the lilacs bloom, the 
morel mushrooms will pop up 
all over the place.  I know that 
there are people who are just 
waiting for them to come in.  

They make such a good spring 
treat.

	We will continue to look 
for Spring recipes.  If you 
have any rhubarb or spring 
fruit recipes, we would like 
to see them.  If you have any 
recipes that you would like to 
share with us, you can contact 
us in person, by mail at From 
Lena’s Kitchens, The Shop-
per’s Guide at 240 W. Main 
St. or email us at scoopshop-
per@rvpublishing.com. 

•	Kitchen   (Continued from page 16)

    your source for on-line news:

	       RVPNEWS.COM
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 help wanted

To place an ad in our
Business & Service Section...

Call (815) 369-4112

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

 transportation

 garage 
 sales

IT’S GARAGE SALE 
TIME AGAIN!

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$

IF SO, WE WILL RUN YOUR AD IN THE
SCOOP TODAY AND SHOPPER’S GUIDE AT

No Charge!

Ads will not be accepted without the following information. Only one free ad per month.

YOUR NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you selling a single item for

LESS THAN $100?

$$$ $$$
Private Party Only

Just fill out the coupon below and drop off or mail to:
Rock Valley Publishing, FREE Ad,

240 W Main St Suite B, Lena IL 61048

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

38
81

58

Call

815-
369-4112
to place your
classified ads

DEADLINE IS
4PM ON FRIDAY
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the Scoop Today
Serving the communities in Jo Daviess County Regional Ag Sales

Reps Wanted

20%-30% Commission
Rates on Sales

Submit your application
to sales@alpineag.xyz

410535

410539

240 W. Main St., Suite A, Lena, IL 61048
815-369-4225

www.radersinsurance.com 
www.westpointmutual.com

ROCKFORDMUTUAL
      I N S U R A N C E  C O M P A N Y
                                            Putting Lives Back Together

Since 1896

ROCKFORDMUTUAL
      I N S U R A N C E  C O M P A N Y
                                            Putting Lives Back Together

Since 1896

PMS Version

CMYK Version
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 SM

May You Have A 
Healthy & Prosperous 

New Year
Nick, Annie & Kris

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

By Beth Hundsdorfer
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Local hospitals and health 
departments will get help 
from the Illinois Department 
of Public Health and the Illi-
nois Emergency Management 
Agency to meet the healthcare 
demand during a COVID-19 
surge, adding staffing to pro-
vide medical care and provide 

vaccines and testing.
The state will also help ramp 

up COVID-19 testing, now op-
erating six days a week to in-
crease availability. That started 
Monday.

“We are also increasing test-
ing and continuing to distribute 
monoclonal antibodies, anti-vi-
ral pills and any treatments or 
personal protective equipment 

communities need,” Gov. JB 
Pritzker said during a news 
conference. “I will continue to 
do everything possible to pro-
tect all the people of this state, 
whatever your vaccine status. 
But what kind of year 2022 
turns out to be depends on all 
of us doing what is best for all 
of us.”

 Pritzker was on a call with 

President Joe Biden and the 
National Governors Associa-
tion on Dec. 27 to discuss the 
response to the Omicron vari-
ant.

Illinois Department of Pub-
lic Health Director Dr. Ngozi 
Ezike confirmed that Illinois 
is seeing higher hospitalization 
rates. The state is now averag-
ing 500 hospital admissions a 

State to assist with mass vaccinations, testing 
operations, hospital staffing to battle COVID-19 surge

Illinois will send personnel and resources to county health departments
day due to COVID-19. While 
Illinois was still battling the 
Delta variant of COVID-19, 
the Omicron variant was intro-
duced a couple of weeks ago. 
The Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention said earlier 
last month that the Omicron 
variant is the dominant strain 
of COVID-19 in the U.S. with 
more than 73 percent of new 
cases attributable to the variant.

To protect from the 
COVID-19, harm reduction 
strategies will still need to be 
employed, Ezike said, like 
wearing masks, social distanc-
ing, hand-washing and staying 
away from large crowds.

“We have a vaccine that is 
highly effective at preventing 
severe illness and death,” Ezike 
said. “Currently, we are seeing 
a demand for booster doses, 
but it is critically important for 
those who have yet to receive 
even one dose of vaccine to get 

vaccinated.”
The vast majority of cases, 

hospitalizations and deaths are 
among the unvaccinated, Ezike 
said.

Those most at risk:
· Are more than 65 years old.
· Suffer from heart, liver or 

kidney disease.
· Are immunocompromised.
· Have diabetes.
Vaccine clinics will be held 

in Cook, DuPage, Lake, Will, 
Kane, St. Clair, McLean, San-
gamon, Peoria, Winnebago, 
Jackson and Adams counties. 
Anyone age 12 older can get 
a first or second dose at these 
locations.

Community-based testing 
sites will be open Monday 
through Saturday in Aurora, 
Arlington Heights, South Hol-
land, Fairview Heights, Peo-
ria, Bloomington, Champaign, 
Harwood Heights, Rockford 
and Waukegan.

Jo Daviess food pantry 
fundraiser a success

 Each year Shepherd of the 
Hills Lutheran Church holds 
a Steak Fry with all proceeds 
going to support the seven Jo 
Daviess County food pantries.  
The last two years, due to the 
Covid Pandemic, the church 
has hosted a virtual “Steak 
Fry” to continuing garnering 
support.  On Dec. 27, 2021, 

Larry Cording, Steak Fry 
Chairperson, and Pastor Jim 
Mehltretter met with county 
food pantry representatives.  
Thanks to the generosity of 
“Steak Fry” proceeds and 
congregational donations, 
checks totaling $2,800 were 
dispersed, with a $400 check 
going to each food pantry.
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24-HOUR SERVICE ON ALL BRANDS

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

www.superiorhvacservices.com

New installation • Remodeling
Routine maintenance • Repairs

409646

Shopper’s Guide
Serving the communities in Stephenson County

410588

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
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g Lifetime Guarantee

ACCIDENTS HAPPEN!
Let us take the worry out of having your vehicle repaired.

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 After winning their first 
game of the season, the Le-
na-Winslow boys’ varsity 
basketball squad went on 
a five-game losing streak.  
After a tough loss to a Bel-
leville, Wisconsin team, 
the Panthers struggled to 
recover.  They went on to 
lose their next four, three 
of which were losses by ten 
points or less.  

 With a record of 2-6, the 
Panthers prepared to play in 

the Erie Tournament to end 
their 2021.  Le-Win got the 
tournament off to a good 
start with a 51-46 win over 
Orion.  It was a good confi-
dence boost for the Panthers, 
as they picked up their third 
win of the season with a 
tough opponent ahead. 

 Later that day, the Pan-
thers faced off with a Beech-
er squad in a game that 
would require overtime de-
cide.  Heading into the extra 
period tied 44-44, Beecher 
outscored the Panthers 7-6, 

handing the Panthers their 
seventh loss of the season.  
They would not let the over-
time loss deter them, howev-
er.  The Panthers managed to 
bounce back with back-to-
back wins in their next two 
games.  

 On Wednesday, Decem-
ber 29, the Panthers faced 
off with Mercer County in 
their third game of the tour-
nament.  The first quarter 
had plenty of scoring as both 
teams combined for twen-
ty-five points.  Le-Win held 

the advantage, however, go-
ing into the second quarter 
up 15-10. 

 Luke Benson caught fire 
in the second quarter.  The 
senior guard hit a trio of 
three-pointers and totaled 
thirteen points in the second 
quarter, helping to extend 
the Panthers’ lead.  In fact, 
Luke scored every single 
second quarter point for the 
Panthers, leading them to a 
28-22 lead heading into half-
time. 

 It was Brody Mahon who 

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

Panthers earn back to back wins
took over in the third quarter.  
Mahon posted twelve third 
quarter points, including a 
pair of his own three-point-
ers.  Luke added another 
five points of his own as the 
duo helped the Panthers take 
a 47-31 lead into the final 
quarter.  With a sixteen-point 
cushion, Le-Win managed to 
coast their way to a 56-37 
victory over Mercer County.  
Mahon led the team in scor-
ing with twenty-three points, 
while Luke was right be-
hind him with twenty of his 
own.  Both of them hit four 
three-pointers on the game 
as the Panthers hit on nine 
total threes in the game.  The 
offensive breakout was nice 
to see as Le-Win looks to 
climb back to five hundred 
on the season. 

 The next day, the Panthers 
were set to face off with a 
5-6 Stark County team.  At 
4-7 themselves, the Pan-
thers were slight underdogs.  
However, it appeared to be 
an even matchup from the 
start.  

 It was the three-point 
shot that sparked momentum 
for the Panthers in the first 
quarter.  Both Mahon and 
Ayden Packard hit a three as 
Le-Win looked to keep up 
with Stark Co.  The Panthers 
found themselves trailing 
12-10 at the end of the first. 

 Some good defense in the 
second quarter, to go along 
with six points from Luke, 
the Panthers managed to flip 
the cards before halftime 
as they led Stark Co. 23-18 
heading into the break. 

 Le-Win put on a dis-

play of chemistry in the 
third quarter.  As a team, 
they combined for fourteen 
points.  No individual scored 
more than four points in the 
quarter, however, as five 
Panthers helped contribute 
those fourteen points.  While 
holding Stark to just five 
points in the third, Le-Win 
managed to take another big 
37-23 lead into the fourth. 

 With the fourteen point 
advantage, the Panthers 
managed to coast their way 
to a 40-29 victory for their 
fifth win of the season.  De-
spite being just 1-5 at one 
point, the Panthers are now 
4-2 over their last six games.  
Lena-Winslow Head Coach, 
Kyle Benson, never gave up 
hope on his squad as he re-
mained focused on the task 
at hand.  Quite simply, Kyle 
credits the recent success to 
“just playing better.”  

 The Panthers have gone 
back to the basics and that 
has paid off for them.  Kyle 
explained, we are turning the 
ball over less, taking better 
shots, and playing sound de-
fense.”  While he is satisfied 
with their improvement in 
recent weeks, Kyle remains 
focused on improving each, 
and every, day.  “We still 
have some areas to shore 
up.”  Kyle said, adding “Our 
kids are trusting this process 
and we are hoping our best 
basketball is still ahead of 
us.”  

 The Panthers will be back 
in action on Saturday, Jan-
uary 8, when they travel to 
Orangeville for their first 
game of 2022.  
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FIND YOUR NEXT RIDE
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

PRIVATE PARTY
ONLY.

Ad must be
prepaid.

Deadlines vary.

Call
815-877-4044

The Wheel Deal
Place your car, truck, motorcycle,

boat or RV for one price and it
runs for up to 16 weeks.

$1995
1st three lines

Extra lines are $1.95 each

17 Papers

Starts for 4 weeks and if not sold you call us
and we will renew at no additional charge!

(Maximum run 16 weeks total)
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Sales/Marketing

 for sale

Automobiles
2007 TOYOTA 4RUNNER SR5 
for sale. 230,500 miles. 4WD 
Remote start. Clean. $9,000.00 
FIRM. 262-203-6552.

2008 CONVERTIBLE HARD 
TOP Chrysler Sebring. Mint 
cond, one owner, 50,000 mi. 
$9,000 815-494-0938.

Boats
14 FT. FISHING BOAT Trailer, 
small engine, 3 seats. $500 OBO 
414-940-4624.

1973 25’ CHRISCRAFT CABIN 
CRUISER V8, old tandem trailer. 
$800 OBO 847-497-3692

1989 BAYLINER With Cuddy 
Cabin, nice interior, 125hp Force, 
newer tires on trailer, not running. 
Make an offer. 773-213-4834.

Motorcycles
2002 Honda VTX1800R 1 own-
er, well maintained, Candy Apple 
red, $5k. 815-369-4295

2005 SUZUKI BERGMAN 400 
Very good condition, 38,000 mi, 
$2.500 262-379-0548.

2006 HARLEY CLASSIC FLHT-
CI 11k miles, Red-black, X-tras, 
$10,000. (No SMS) Call 262-
475-2075.

2010 HARLEY DAVIDSON Her-
itage softail classic, 32k, metallic 
flake merlot color, $9500 firm. 
815-947-2895.

2015 HARLEY DAVIDSON 
STREET Guide Special. Too 
many extras to list. Full size 
OEM color matched King Tour-
Pak, charcoal Pearl color. LED 
headlight, CFR exhaust Slip-
On’s. additional chrome, remov-
able driver’s backrest. Mint cond, 
8400 mi, New battery. Always 
covered & stored in heated ga-
rage. $16,500. 815-979-6049

92 HONDA 750 NIGHTHAWK 
52,000 MILES. $1500. (414) 
688-4008

Trucks & Trailers
2005 FORD F150 STX 2 WD, 
140,000 mi., 6 1/2’ bed, runs 
great, good tires, new exhaust. 
$5,000. Call 815-985-7202.

392953

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing, your hometown 

newspapers serving the stateline has an opening 
for an experienced Media Sales Representative to 
call on current and new accounts in a protected 
sales territory. 

Growing area with many new businesses, this is 
a great opportunity for the right applicant.

We publish newspapers, shoppers and niche 
publications throughout the stateline. You have 
the opportunity to sell into all Rock Valley 
Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making your 
paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising

Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial 
status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone num-
ber for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

 real estate
Announcements

CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Burial Needs
7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to 
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva, 
WI 53147. This is a private sale. 
Contact Randy, the seller at 
randy@slpublishers.com.

Where’s Bob?
437657

3752 S. GIDDS RD. KENT, IL 
May 20, 8-4  17’ alum. canoe, 
new Jr. water skiis, old porch 
pillars, old house door w/stained 
glass window, bicycles, blue 50’s 
suitcases, ant.  record player,50’s 
wood woven picnic basket, old 
wood kitchen table, snowmobile 
helmets, misc.
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WINDOWS Including EGRESS
SIDING • DOORS 

Lifetime Warranty • Professionally Trained Installers
Not only do we stand
behind our windows,
we stand on them!
Local Owner 
Scott Williamson

Call Today For Your
FREE ESTIMATE

815-395-1333
6010 Forest Hills Rd, 
Rockford, IL

www.windowworldrockford.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00 am-5:00 pm; Sat 9:00 am-Noon

America’s Largest
Home Improvement

Company
• Locally Owned & Operated

• Professional & Insured Crews

• True Lifetime Warranties,
   Guaranteed Forever!

• Serving Northern Illinois
  for more than 15 years

Se Habla Espanol

*SEE OUR WEBSITE OR A TEAM MEMBER FOR DETAILS

0% FINANCING
OPTIONS
AVAILABLE*

415230

Around the Northern Hills
	The Young Leaders are 

holding their annual “June 
Dairy Month” coloring con-
test.  This is for kids up to 
second grade.  If you would 
like a copy of the sheet, they 
are available at our office 
or you can print one off the 
website at www.jodaviesscfb.
com.  Entries are due to our 
office by May 26.

National Beef Month
	May is National Beef 

Month. That’s especially im-
portant in Jo Daviess County.  
Did you know that our coun-
ty is the largest producer of 
beef cattle in the state?  From 
the farmers to the processors, 
thousands of Americans 
plan an integral part in the 
journey of beef from field to 
market, and we celebrate all 
those involved in the process 
throughout May with Na-
tional Beef Month. Doesn’t 
it seem like the perfect ex-
cuse to fire up the grill with 
a steak or a burger?  While 
you’re at it, thank your 
friendly Jo Daviess County 
beef producers for their part 
in making that possible.

Family Farm Signs
	It’s that time of year 

that we are all thinking of 
planting and sprucing things 
up around the farm.  Why 
not add a “This is a Family 
Farm” sign to your land-
scape.  The signs are 17.5” X 
23” and cost $30.  

Policy development pro-
cess

	The Illinois Farm Bureau 
grassroots policy devel-

opment process provides 
every voting member the 
opportunity to make known 
their concerns about issues 
important to them.  When 
properly supported through 
the grassroots policy de-
velopment process, these 
concerns are considered and 
may be adopted by the voting 
delegates at the organiza-
tion’s annual meeting each 
December.

	That delegate action dic-
tates the direction the orga-
nization follows in carrying 
out its programs each year.  
It is from this grassroots in-
put and direction that Farm 
Bureau realizes its strength 
as an organization serving 
the needs of our members.  
These policies become the 
position for the organization 
the following year.

	If you have any issues 
or concerns that you think 
need to be addressed in Illi-
nois Farm Bureau’s policy, 
you are always welcome to 
address any of our board 
members or myself.  We are 
always interested in mem-
bers’ concerns.

Farm Fun Fact
	May is National Ham-

burger Month.  Did you vote 
for your favorite burger in Jo 
Daviess County?

Stockton High School Academic Honors list
Freshmen Receiving 
Honor Letters: 

Tegan Arnold 
Emma Aurand 
Adrianne Baker 
Arrison Bauer 
Anna Blair 
Piper Brown 
Kaylynn Brunner 
Reece Demeter 
Wesley Drane 
Ian Eisfeller 
Mauricio Glass 
Kiegan Jones 
Eli Larson
Noah Larson
Jeremiah Luke
Jake Marek
Oliver McPeek
Jack Mensendike
Hunter Mulholland

Cody Noller
Gavin Offenheiser 
Cyler Pieper
Robert Rillie
Sadie Vanderheyden
Hailey Weipert
Ari Zink
Blake Zink 
Isabella Zuck

Sophomores Receiving 
Letters or Stars:

Kyla Arnold – *
Dylann Broshous – *
Emily Broshous – *
Masyn Cahill – *
Margaret Carter – *
Shirley Cook – L 
Elijah Haas – *
Kyle Haas – *
Jacob Harbach – *

Ava Hess – *
Samuel Hille – *
Madalyn Mammoser – *
Dillon McIntosh – L
Javier Montalvo – L
Kendra Robledo – *
Lillian Sikora – * 
Ethan Steien – *
Landon Warner – *
Katelyn Winters – *
Shea Witz – *
Kacy Wright - *

Juniors Receiving 
Letters or Stars: 

Kristian Adleman - *
Hinano Arai - L
Lily Baker - *
Brooklyn Balsiger - L
Anthony Bilich - *
Dominick Bilich - *

Abby Chumbler - * 
Jared Dvorak - *
Addison Ernst - *
Isabella Ertmer - *
Braden Freese - *
Tanner Gile - *
Bennett Graves - *
Michael Haas - L
Karl Hubb – *
Aruzhan Ilyas – L
Cyrus Kilburg – L
Dee Dee Larson - L
Lincoln Legel - *
Madalyn Marcure - *
Carson McPeek - *
Eve Moore - *
Nevaeh Peterson - * 
Gracie Raab - *
Maecee Rice – *
Ashlyn Schubert - * 
Lydia Schuldt - *

Colby Tucker - *
Leah Warner - *
Mavrick Winters -  *

Seniors Receiving 
Letters or Stars:

Alex Altfillisch – *
Katelyn Bartch – L
Morgan Blair – *
Dawson Broshous – *
Lily Broshous – L
Katherine Crome – *
Jackson Curtiss – *
Skylar Davis - *
Madeline Harbach – *
Olivia Harnish – *
Noah Hess – *
Dayton Julius – *
Lauren Kehl – *
Kylah Kurek – *
David Lancaster – *
Garrett Luke – *
Griffin Luke – *
Dustin Oppold – *
Emily Paul – *
Kyleigh Reusch – *
Lita Schmoll – L
Ryley Schultz – *

Whittney Sullivan – *
Bailey Thornton – L
Ella Wackerlin - *
Abigail Wilkinson - *

Seniors Receiving 
Honors for Four 
Consecutive 
Years 	 (honors pin & 
certificate):

Morgan Blair
Dawson Broshous  
Katherine Crome  
Jackson Curtiss  
Madeline Harbach  
Olivia Harnish  
Noah Hess  
Dayton Julius  
Lauren Kehl  
Kylah Kurek  
Garrett Luke  
Griffin Luke  
Dustin Oppold  
Kyleigh Reusch  
Ryley Schultz  
Whittney Sullivan  
Abigail Wilkinson

By
Annette
Eggers 
Jo Daviess 
County Farm 
Bureau

    your source for on-line news:

	       RVPNEWS.COM
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