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Stateline Mass Transit District

“We’re Here To Get You There”

Phone: 779-771-6778
Ride Scheduling: 877.561.3330 

Web: www.smtd.biz

My Mom
bought

SMTD Ride
Tickets...

you can too.

CALL 877-561-3330 to schedule rides!!
Ask about our “Ticket to Ride” coupons.

Your preferred choice for safe and affordable
transportation of your loved ones in the

greater South Beloit, Rockton and Roscoe area.

Hey, Mom and Dad!  Just a reminder,
SMTD is here to get your kids

to and from after school activities.
Register NOW at www.SMTD.biz
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High Top Tree Service LLC
Tree removal/trimming • Storm damage

Stump grinding • Climbing specialist
Tyler Smith • Fully licensed and insured
Byron, IL • tyler@hightoptreeservice.com

Call/Text 815-980-0678 • Serving Winnebago and Ogle Counties 42
44
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Shorewood Park to get upgrades thanks to grant funding

 Illinois State Representative 

Dave Vella, the City of Loves 

Park, Village of Machesney 

Park, Loves Park Ski Broncs, 

The Parks Chamber of Com-

merce, and Rockford Park 

District held a news confer-

ence to share details about a 

major investment being made 

at Shorewood Park, 235 Eve-

lyn Avenue, Loves Park.

Shorewood Park is not only 

home to the Loves Park Ski 

Broncs but it always has been 

and continues to be a destina-

tion that improves the quality 

of life for citizens with a pop-

ular recreational path for walk-

ing, hiking, and biking along 

with a recently built disc golf 

course.
Over the years, Shorewood 

Park has been severely impact-

ed by flooding along the Rock 

River causing ongoing erosion 

and washing away various 

aspects of the park which are 

mainly utilized by the Loves 

Park Ski Broncs. Flooding is-

sues have cancelled free fam-

ily friendly activities, numer-

ous times like water ski shows.  

Illinois State Representative 

Dave Vella announced that he 

was able to secure $800,000 

to invest in ongoing concerns 

at Shorewood Park. The grant 

funding secured will cover 

renovation costs to repair what 

has been washed away and de-

stroyed over the years. Shore-

wood Park site improvements 

include: 
A renovated seawall and 

shoreline stabilization to min-

imize erosion 
A new and expanded show 

stage will replace the existing 

stage 
New accessible pavement 

to replace surfacing in and 

around the bleacher area 

Expanded boat staging area 

and reconfigured pathway 

through the boat staging area 

to create better traffic flow for 

park users and ski show per-

formers
We can’t thank Represen-

tative Vella enough for see-

ing the need to invest in this 

regional park.  Please see the 

attached news release for ad-

ditional information and at-

tached is also a conceptual 

plan for the improvements.

TIF surplus yields $706,000 in extra 

cash for local 10 taxing bodies 
By Bob Balgemann

REPORTER

The village has five tax 

increment financing districts 

(TIF) whose primary purpose 

is to help restore, and/or rede-

velop, blighted areas around 

town. 
One of them is the Illinois 

251/173 Gateway Area, which 

has proven to be successful 

with the recent occupancy by 

the Spider Company of the 

vacant Menards building, on 

the north side of Route 173. 

In 2014, the village board 

extended the life of that TIF 

for an additional 12 years, to 

2026, in order to continue re-

development of those blighted 

areas. Through this district, 

and the other four around 

town, the village temporari-

ly diverts future tax revenue 

from a specific, under-de-

veloped area, away from 

government coffers and into 

economic development proj-

ects. The goal is to stimulate 

private investment in those 

particular areas of the village.

Initially, village officials 

and the 10 taxing districts 

within that area agreed the 

TIF would only retain the tax 

increment from three parcels. 

They were Menards and two 

outlots further to the west, in 

front of the Machesney Cross-

ing shopping center. 

That meant increments 

from the remaining parcels 

would be declared as surplus, 

and paid out to those taxing 

districts at the applicable tax 

rates. 
Finance and Human Re-

sources Manager Michelle 

Johannsen read from the 2021 

report during the administra-

tion and finance committee 

(A&F) meeting of Dec. 6. As 

a result of activity within the 

district, a surplus amounted 

to $706,474.92, down from 

$736,703.92 in 2020 and also 

down from $788,456.33 in 

2019. The 2021 return was di-

vided as follows: 

Harlem School District 

122, $486,344.35; Winneba-

go County, $70,769.90; Har-

lem-Roscoe Fire District, 

$54,307.43; Community Col-

lege District 511, $34,612.45; 

North Suburban Library, 

$21,329.97; Rock River Wa-

ter Reclamation District, 

$12,358.34; Forest Preserve 

District, $8,047.49; Harlem 

Township, $7,912.49; Greater 

Rockford Airport, $7,402.49; 

and Harlem Township Roads, 

$3,390.01. 
Increases were noted in 

the amounts received by the 

county, fire district, commu-

nity college district, library 

district, water reclamation 

district, forest preserve dis-

trict, township and the airport. 

The only decrease was noted 

by the school district. 

A&F had a full comple-

ment of six members at its 

Dec. 6 meeting, and there was 

no discussion of Manager Jo-

hannsen’s report. The ensuing, 

unanimous vote recommend-

ed approval of the declared 

surplus of $706,474.92, and 

it was referred to the Dec. 20 

village board meeting. 

Also part of the TIF pro-

cess there is a Joint Review 

Board, made up of represen-

tatives from the aforemen-

tioned taxing bodies. It meets 

annually, in December, to re-

view what happened over that 

particular year in those five 

TIF districts. The districts are 

251/173 Gateway, which was 

discussed elsewhere in this 

article; North Second Street 

(Illinois 251) District; West-

stone URL District, which 

takes in the Illinois 173-Inter-

state 90 area; North Willow 

Creek URL and South Willow 

Creek URL district, near the 

Route 173 business corridor.

The village board followed 

by approving the A&F rec-

ommendation at its Dec. 20 

meeting, in a unanimous vote 

as part of the consent agenda. 

There is no discussion unless 

an item is removed from that 

agenda and placed under the 

old business portion. That 

item then is voted on indi-

vidually, while all others are 

acted upon together under a 

single motion. 

HARLEM SCHOOL DISTRICT PHOTO Post Journal

College Signing 

 Harlem High School Soccer team member, Haley Massari, signed a National Letter of Intent with Marian University located in Fond Du 

Lac, Wis. Marian University is an NCAA Division III university and competes in the Northern Athletics Collegiate Conference.

Candidates 
petition 
packets 
available 
at County 
Clerk’s office

 Winnebago County Clerk 

Lori Gummow announces that 

petition packets for candidates 

who wish to run in the Gener-

al Primary Election to be held 

on June 28, 2022 will be avail-

able at the Winnebago County 

Elections Office, located in the 

Administration Building, 404 

Elm St. in downtown Rock-

ford. Packets may be picked up 

between the hours of 8 a.m. and 

5 p.m. on weekdays.

The first day petitions for 

established political parties 

may be circulated is Thursday, 

Jan. 13. Petition packets may 

be filed with the Winnebago 

County Clerk beginning at 8 

a.m. March 7 through 5 p.m. 

March 14. 
The order in which candi-

dates file will determine their 

placement on the Primary Elec-

tion ballot. In the event two 

candidates file for the same of-

fice and are of the same party, 

a lottery will be held at a later 

date and time to determine bal-

lot placement.
“If you are passionate about 

issues in our community and 

ready to help find solutions, 

you might want to consider 

running for a local political of-

fice, which could give you the 

chance to make a difference,” 

said Clerk Gummow. “Hold-

ing an elected office is a ma-

jor responsibility, and running 

a campaign requires a lot of 

time and money. Your goal is 

to become a public servant, so 

the most important step is to en-

gage with the people you’d like 

to serve.” 
Local offices to be nominat-

ed for the March 17, 2022 Gen-

eral Primary Election include 

all county board members, 

treasurer, clerk & recorder, and 

sheriff. Precinct committeeper-

sons will be elected at the Gen-

eral Primary Election.

For more information, call 

the Winnebago County Elec-

tions Department at 815-319-

4252.
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By Christopher Johnson
REPORTER

Winning within the confer-
ence early is one of the most 
important factors relating to 
the success a team could face 
within a season’s campaign.

It helps determine where 
and how high in the standings 
those combatants will posi-
tion themselves as a result of 
how well or poorly they have 
played.

This season the Pecaton-
ica Indians find themselves 
in a position that definitely 
bodes well for them when the 
post-season begins in a matter 
of weeks.

Recent wins over both Da-
kota and Lena-Winslow helped 
pushed the Indians to the front 
of the pack in the Northwest 
Upstate Illini Conference.

With a season mark of 13-5, 
as they closed out play in Mar-
tin Luther King Tournament 
games this past weekend, the 
Indians conference record of 
3-0 keeps them locked in, at 
top, with the Aquin Bulldogs.

There is no team that carried 
more season wins into this past 
weekend’s invitational play, 
which represented the small-
school conference.

At 13-5 the Indians lead the 
way. At 10-4, Freeport Aquin 
stands with them in front, be-
cause of its early unblemished 
head-to-head victory mark.

The new year has been one 
of nothing but success since 
the Pearl City Wolves suffered 
one of their worst conference 
losses in years, falling 71-15.

One week later and with the 
perfect 1-0 mark in place as 
the conference schedule accel-
erated, the Indians faced the 
Dakota Indians.

The nearby NUIC neighbor 
played at a different level than 
the Wolves had a little over a 
week earlier.

The invading Indians scored 
consistently and managed how 
aggressively they would be 
able to attack the rim.

Pecatonica was patient and 
dismissed Dakota’s efforts, 
holding on for the seven-point 
win, 56-49 and moving to 2-0 
in conference play.

Fewer teams stood stand-
ing at the front of the pack as 
this week’s games opened for 
Pecatonica.

Orangeville and Le-
na-Winslow sit a full game 
back in both the win and loss 
columns. The Panthers found 
themselves there thanks to 
Pecatonica’s recent shutdown 
effort.

On Friday, Jan. 14, before 
the Indians entered tournament 
games into the start of this 
week, Pecatonica put down the 
Panthers.

Effective results from mid-
range looks and an impressive 
presence on the glass piloted 
the Indians to their confer-
ence leading third win as they 
pushed past Lena-Winslow by 
ten.

The Panthers stayed in a 
position to attack late, but 
couldn’t come back enough 
to overcome the deficit they 
found themselves in late in the 
Friday match.

By the time the final si-
ren sounded, the Indians had 
moved to 13-5 on the season 
with the 53-43 win over Le-
na-Winslow.

Recent games played by 
Pecatonica, ahead of the Tues-
day, Jan. 18 meeting on the 
road in Durand, didn’t count in 
the conference picture, but did 
help fill the void as the Indians 
turn majority focus on the Up-
state over the next few weeks.

On Thursday Orangeville 
plays host to Pecatonica. The 
Broncos stand in a tie in third 
place and carried a 53 points 
per game scoring average into 
the conference battle.

Next week’s matches in-
clude a home game against 
Big Northern representative 
North Boone on Thursday, 
Jan. 27, ahead of the month’s 
NUIC closer on the road at 
Pearl City.

By Christopher Johnson
REPORTER

The Northwest Upstate is 
in the hands of the Pecatoni-
ca Lady Indians and a couple 
of their closest conference 
friends, with the first weeks 
of 2022 in the books.

As January winds down, 
the Lady Indians stand one 
game back in the win column 
behind front-runners Oran-
geville and Freeport Aquin.

With a 4-0 mark, the Lady 
Broncos pace the pack in the 
NUIC. Freeport Aquin does 
have a mark etched against 
them this season and that was 
at the hands of the conference 
leader, 38-33 on January 7.

Pecatonica’s two confer-
ence losses came through 
defeats at the hands of Free-
port Aquin, and much more 
recently, in overtime to Le-
na-Winslow as the New Year 

began.
Heading into this weekend, 

the Lady Indians had already 
begun changing their outlook 
and, subsequently, started 
climbing the ladder towards 
consideration in the North-
west Upstate.

A defeat of Durand by 
nearly 30 Friday, Jan. 7 was 
followed up by a defensive 
gem against Dakota on Mon-
day, 37-29.

Winning in the NUIC will 
require a lot of offense and at 
times an even stronger defen-
sive presence. Pecatonica has 
both.

Dakota took the early ad-
vantage when the two teams 
met off in western Winneba-
go County, scoring 10 points, 
which would prove to be the 
greatest output of the evening 
for the visitors.

Pecatonica responded with 

seven points, keeping itself in 
the game and ready to attack. 
Things came together in the 
second.

The Indians powered in 17 
points and seemed to take ad-
vantage of every opening in 
the relaxed Dakota defense.

At the break the three point 
disadvantage had shifted to 
a 24-15 lead. Dakota wasn’t 
quite ready to retire and took 
control in the third.

There wasn’t a lot of of-
fense put on the boards in 
the third quarter of play last 
Monday, but the two-to-one 
effort realized by Dakota cut 
its deficit to a two shot game, 
down 28-23.

Defense was key in the 
fourth and Pecatonica’s was 
better. The hosts won the pe-
riod and secured its .500 mark 
in the Northwest Upstate with 
the 37-29 winner.

The streak reached three 
games in a row against NUIC 
foes on Tuesday, Jan. 11 as 
Pearl City played host.

Each team measured where 
it stood in the early minutes 
of the Tuesday match. The 
Lady Wolves were at a dis-
advantage from tip and soon 
faded out of challenge posi-
tion.

Pecatonica pushed past its 
host and ran away to the 45-
32 decision, piloting the Lady 
Indians to the plus side of the 
conference ledger at 3-2.

Non-conference action 
featured 13-6 Pecatonica and 
0-10 Milledgeville on Satur-
day, Jan. 15 in the land of the 
Lady Missiles.

A win put the Lady Indians 
at 14-6 on the campaign and 
set them up for a very import-
ant stretch of games, begin-
ning this Friday.

Dakota, which lost by eight 
in the first meeting will at-
tempt to get its first confer-
ence win, as they play host to 
the Lady Indians.

This Saturday Pecatoni-
ca takes on the NUIC’s top 
team. Orangeville travels to 
put its unblemished mark on 
the line in the Saturday head-
liner. Tip off is scheduled for 
1pm.

A chance to redeem itself 
lays in wait for the Lady In-
dians on Tuesday, Jan. 25. 
One of the only teams to take 
down the Lady Indians this 
year was the conference’s 
second place Lady Bulldogs.

Freeport Aquin, at 13-7 
entering this week’s games, 
averages 44 points a night 
on offense in conference 
matches Pecatonica sits right 
behind them with a nearly 
42-points per night finding

PECATONICA SCHOOL DISTRICT PHOTO Rock Valley PublishingLincoln winner
 Congratulations to Dylan Smith for being the December Lincoln Award Winner! Dylan has read many 
Lincoln award books. For each award book read, names are placed in a monthly drawing for a chance to win 
$5.   “Brazen” by Pénélope Bagieu is a graphic novel about 30 authentic women who overcame overwhelm-
ing adversity and changed history. 

Indians
take control 
after Upstate 
battles

Pecatonica prepares for assault on lead 
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Lady Indians remain undefeated in NIC-10
By Christopher Johnson
REPORTER

Another week in the books 
and one step closer to the 
post-season, the Hononegah 
Lady Indians continue to 
show why they are the top 
team in the NIC-10.

With the playoffs being 
fused and prepped for igni-
tion within a month, the Lady 
Indians find themselves in the 
position of top-consideration 
by those about to get together 
to set-up the schedule for the 
4A post-season.

Ahead of the week’s open-
ing match against Rockford 
East, Hononegah was one win 
away from collecting number 
20 on the season.

Unfortunately, details of 
the Tuesday, Jan. 18 meeting 
with the Lady E-Rabs are un-
available in this week’s edi-
tion of the Herald Newspaper.

A win was expected for 
the NIC-10 leader though. 
They carried a nine-victo-
ry advantage over the con-

ference-dweller into central 
Rockford.

The E-Rabs have strug-
gled to find a consistent of-
fense and haven’t reached the 
50-point scored plateau yet.

Hononegah has averaged 
over 50 points in every game 
in the NIC-10 this winter and 
have put up 60 or more in 
three of nine conference wins.

Since the 2022 portion of 
the winter season opened, 
Hononegah has not lost a 
conference battle. They have 
won ten in a row since and, 
more than likely, extended 
that streak this week with the 
win over East.

It was a streak that began 
just after families scattered 
from Thanksgiving gather-
ings on Nov. 30, 2021.

One by one, challengers for 
the NIC-10 Crown fell. Belvi-
dere North was the first. They 
lost by better than 25 on Tues-
day, Jan. 4. District 100 part-
ner Belvidere lost by double 
that two days later, slipping 

to 1-7 on the season with the 
59-9 decision.

A much more serious threat 
arrived this past Tuesday as 
the Harlem Lady Huskies ex-
tended an invitation to play to 
the 10-0 Lady Indians.

The Lady Huskies took 
control early in the confer-
ence match and managed to 
work the ball to the rim with 
regularity.

After one period of play, 
Hononegah found itself down 
by a better than two score 
margin, 16-9. Offensively, 
things weren’t connecting as 
well as they had in all the vic-
tories leading up to the Tues-
day battle.

A shift occurred. The 
hosts could not react quick-
ly enough. The seven-point 
edge was gone with minutes 
to play in the second and the 
chance at the upset started to 
simmer.

By the break, Hononegah 
had managed to turn its dis-
advantage around and took 

control, entering the halftime 
break in front by three, 25-22.

Harlem was held to six 
points in the second and saw 
the Lady Indians pour in 16 
through in the frame, wiping 
away its home advantage.

A response was in store by 
the hosts in the third and it 
turned the game into a win-
ner take-all final period, with 
serious impact on the overall 
picture in the NIC-10.

With the game tied at 34, 
Hononegah’s defense tight-
ened. Scoring was stopped, 
unless allowed by the clock 
stoppage itself. Harlem was 
held to six points in the fourth 
period.

The Lady Indians collected 
the win, 53-48 and moved to 
8-0 ahead of showdowns with 
Freeport and Rockford East.

The Lady Indians take on 
Rockford Auburn on Friday, 
Jan. 21 and they will be on the 
road in pursuit of their league 
leading eleventh straight vic-
tory.

By Marianne Mueller
REPORTER

Rockton Township officials 
addressed different subjects at 
the Jan. 12 meeting. First on 
the agenda was looking into 
the possibility of the High-
way Department taking over 
maintenance on the cemetery 
grounds. Currently the Town-
ship has a contract with Exec-
utive Lawn Care. 

Trustee Randy Johnson 
asked what the cost might be 
if Highway Commissioner 
Trenton Keyhoe takes over 
these duties; possibly with 
another person  to work with 
him. If switching hands the 
Township would have Exec-
utive show the new workers 
what needs to be done. 

Renewing the current con-
tract for another year was pro-
posed. 

Trustee Connie Gleasman 
strongly suggested that the 
Township stay with Execu-
tive. “We should wait a year 
to put things in place; we 
would have a year to work on 
the process,” Gleasman said. 

Per former advise from 
Township Attorney Doug 
Henry no intergovernmental 
agreement would be needed 
if making this change. If done 
in house the Township would 
have more control over oper-
ations. 

“My biggest concern is 
proper mowing in fields and 
ditches,” Cemetery Sexton 
Chris Doering said. “We have 
to have it done and done right. 
We don’t want any liability.”

The Townships contract it 
is set up with an automatic 
renewal for a two-year period. 
The board has 30 days before 
April 1 to make a decision. 
“We want to have respect 
for  Executive’s owner Brian 
Hansmeier,” Doering said. 

The board will hold a spe-
cial meeting to review related 
information to make a deci-
sion on this matter.  

Updates on projects at the 
Greater Rockton Community 
Center were given. Supervi-
sor Paul Williams reported, 
“Larson and Larson put posts 
in the outdoor overhang. We 
are trying to get landscaping 
done outside of the building.”

 Gleasman suggested that 
the board get estimates from 
at least two landscapers. 

“If we stay with the same 
roof line the fire code says 
that we need to have a footing, 
“Gleasman said. Trustee Gene 
Hermann agreed with Gleas-
man.  “If we are supporting to 
the ground it needs to be on a 
footing and anchored to con-
crete, “Hermann said.  

Williams replied, “ An 8X8 
post will be anchored to a 
concrete slab. “

 “Plans are to remove all of 
the trees and to replace those 
with trees that are lower to the 
ground,” Williams said. “We 

don’t want anything in the 
lines. Local landscaping will 
be put in the budget.”

Hermann asked, “Where 
will the money for this project 
come from going forward and 
how much will we have to al-
locate in the budget?”

Future plans inside the 
GRC include adding new 
ADA compliant bathrooms. 
“We will need a time frame, 
but this might not happen un-
til the following year, “Wil-
liams said. Williams shared 
the idea of possibly convert-
ing one of the existing rooms 
to a lounge area where brides 
can get ready. 

Hermann asked, “What is 
the goal for the center?

“The biggest thing is to fin-
ish the outside; and the stair-
way to the kitchen,” Williams 
answered. He brought up the 
idea of moving the stairway 
toward the parking lot along 
with pouring a new pad for it 
to sit on. 

“Before anyone leases the 
building we need to make sure 
it has a fire exit to cover the 
liability aspect,” Gleasman 
said. 

 Two exit doors are general-
ly required to meet fire codes. 
Once a year a fire inspection 
is done. 

 “The plumbing could cre-
ate issues and become ex-
pensive,” Hermann said. He 
added.

Williams replied, “The 
YMCA uses the facility.” 

Township Clerk Kristi 
Schaffer praised the YMCA 
program. “When the GRC 
is rented it helps the entire 
downtown community,” she 
said.

“If we are going to spend 
$200,000 what are we get-
ting back on our investment?”  
Doering asked.

Hermann said, “We are try-
ing to enhance the building 
for weddings, and receptions; 
which bring in revenue. If our 
taxpayers are using it and are 
satisfied that is our revenue,” 
Trustee Vicky Ivy said. 

“Lets try to establish some-
thing,” Hermann said.

“We will never get our 
money back for what we are 
putting into the GRC; “Wil-
liams said.

An example was given of a 
venue in Roscoe that was ren-
ovated who had a map includ-
ing details of the project. 

“The plan is to build a bet-
ter, nicer community space,” 
Doering said. Hermann ad-
dressed Williams. “It should 
start here, you have put a lot 
of time into it.”

“We need to have a usage 
plan to service our commu-
nity more effectively, and we 
need to have hard numbers to 
budget this then we can have 
something to move forward 
with,” Gleasman said. 

Trustee Randy Johnson 

HONONEGAH SCHOOL DISTRICT PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Letter of Intent
 Hononegah’s Haley Warren recently signed her letter of intent to play basketball at Lewis University. “Con-
grats Haley!” school officials said.

Greater Rockton Centre renovations, other 
business discussed at township meeting

suggested that if the Town-
ship ever decided the center 
is beyond their means that 
they offer it to the Village of 
Rockton. 

Hermann inquired about 
overtime pay in relation to 
vacation pay. As it is written 
in the Township employees 
handbook Hermann said he 

would like to see this pol-
icy; dated in the year 2002 
changed and would like to 
know what led up to it being 
put into place. A recommen-

dation was made to remove it. 
Schaffer offered to rewrite the 
policy. 

See TOWNSHIP, Page 7
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Team Byron
 Members of the Byron Speech Team gather for a photo during a recent competition: (front row) Sadie 

Stickler, Jaidyn Newton, Liliana Ramos, Nova Rakowski, Lauryn Shank, (back) Mike Rock, Andrew Freedlund, 

Lily Swiech, Shannon McHale, Lauren Carlson and Alaina Haas.

 On Jan. 10 at approx-

imately 4:46 p.m., Ogle 

County Deputies were dis-

patched to a driving com-

plaint of a white U-Haul 

truck traveling westbound 

on IL Rte 64 from Wood-

lawn Road. 
A short time later, it was 

reported the U-Haul struck a 

white Jeep causing injuries. 

After investigation, it was 

determined the Jeep, oper-

ated by Erik Desch, 30, of 

Sycamore, was traveling 

eastbound on IL Rte 64 just 

east of Interstate 39. 

The U-Haul, operated by 

Chase Schott, 21, of Monroe 

Center, was traveling west-

bound on IL Rte 64, crossed 

over the center yellow line, 

and entered the eastbound 

lane.
The U-Haul then struck 

the Jeep on the driver’s side 

causing totaling damage and 

multiple airbag deployment 

for both vehicles.

The Jeep continued east-

bound and exited the road-

way entering the south ditch 

and came to rest facing west. 

The U-Haul continued 

into the south ditch and 

came to rest facing south-

west approximately 40 yards 

from the roadway. 

Both Desch and Schott 

were transported to a nearby 

hospital for minor injuries.  

Schott was taken into custo-

dy and cited for DUI-Com-

bination of Alcohol and 

Drugs. 
Schott was also cited for 

Transporting Open Con-

tainer of Alcohol, Improper 

Traffic Lane Usage, Failure 

to Reduce Speed to Avoid 

an Accident, and Operating 

Uninsured Motor Vehicle.  

Schott was released on a 

$3000.00/10% individu-

al bond with a return court 

date.   

By Christopher Johnson

REPORTER

Stillman Valley is in first 

place in the Big Northern 

Conference and they share 

the top 

spot with 

two other 

d a n g e r o u s 

p r o g r a m s , 

which have 

shown no 

sign of slow-

ing.
D a t i n g 

back to an 

early De-

cember de-

railing of the North Boone 

Vikings by better than 40 

points, Stillman Valley has 

found success on the court 

every night they’ve played.

Except one time and that 

came to Dixon 48-44 during 

tournament play as they 

closed down the first half of 

the winter sports season.

Since the calendar flipped, 

the Lady Cardinals have 

soared to the front of the 

pack with wins over Oregon, 

Rockford Christian and most 

recently, Genoa-Kingston.

The effort pushed Stillman 

Valley to 4-0 in the confer-

ence and 17-5 on the season. 

The Lady Cardinals unde-

feated Big Northern mark is 

matched by Winnebago and 

Byron.
Combined, on the season, 

the Lady Cardinals two top-

spot shareholders have won 

34 games and have lost only 

four times.
Over the next week of play 

the leadership board will be 

changing in the Big North-

ern. It will have to as teams 

in the lead begin squaring off 

with each other.

On Saturday, Jan. 22, Win-

nebago plays host to Stillman 

Valley. The Indians will have 

already had to deal with front 

runner co-leader Byron ear-

lier in the 

week. The 

Tigers play 

host to Win-

nebago on 

Wednesday, 

Jan. 19.
St i l lman 

Valley and 

W i n n e b a -

go could be 

facing off 

for sole pos-

session of first place this Sat-

urday night in Winnebago.

That’s if the Lady Indi-

ans had success dispatching 

co-leading Byron ahead of 

the meeting with Stillman 

Valley.
Byron carried a 13-3 mark 

into game play this week and 

worked on adding to the vic-

tory total during Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr. Tournament 

play.
The undefeated start to the 

Big Northern schedule is one 

that started back on Dec. 3, 

2021. They beat Rock Falls 

by five points.

The next conference game 

wouldn’t show up on the 

schedule until the New Year 

began. Dixon was the visitor.

Byron played one of its 

best defensive games of the 

season in win two in the Big 

Northern season. They held 

the Duchesses to 30 points.

On Tuesday, Jan. 11, Byron 

faced North Boone in Poplar 

Grove and coasted to the 66-

40 decision, moving them to 

3-0 on the season.

Two nights later, in a home 

game against the Rockford 

Meridian CUSD 223 is 

proud to announce their re-

cent receipt of Emergency 

Connectivity Grant Funding. 

The fund, generously offered 

by the Federal Communica-

tions Commision (FCC), is 

meant to be used by school 

districts to accommodate 

students and staff with the 

necessary devices to aid in 

teaching during this time of 

increased technology reli-

ance.

After providing the FCC 

with student and staff enroll-

ment information, Meridian 

CUSD 223 was approved to 

receive $536,250 in funding 

which will be used to rapidly 

increase the quality of devic-

es used within the district. 

Meridian’s technology de-

partment will immediately 

begin allocating the funds to 

be used for purchasing new 

staff laptops and student 

Chromebooks.

These new devices will 

replace computers that are ei-

ther not in an ideal condition 

or sufficiently up to date. Di-

rector of Technology Nicolas 

Belmonte added, “This would 

not have been possible with-

out the tireless effort of my 

team who are constantly try-

ing to improve upon the tech-

nology we are able to offer 

our students and staff. These 

funds will allow us to further 

increase our high standards 

and continue our mission to 

strive for excellence. ”

Since the onset of COVID, 

our district has more than 

ever begun to appreciate and 

embrace the importance of 

technology in the classroom. 

With these funds, and with 

the help of our dedicated 

technology department and 

staff, we are able to ensure 

our community has the nec-

essary tools and resources to 

provide a quality education.

Lady Cardinals stay on top in Big Northern 
Christian Royal Lions, Byron 

cemented its position on the 

leadership board, picking up 

its fourth win of the season.

Rockford Christian strug-

gled, just as the Lady Vikings 

had earlier in the week. Of-

fense wasn’t adding up and 

the chances to even look for 

shots weren’t being allowed.

Byron tamed the Lady 

Royal Lions, dropping them 

to the .500 mark on the sea-

son and one game under in 

the Big Northern.

Following game play 

against Winnebago on 

Wednesday, Jan. 19, the Lady 

Tigers prepare for another 

important conference match 

and they will be home for all 

the action.
Rockford Lutheran entered 

the week with a 13-5 record 

and stood one game back in 

the loss column in the Big 

Northern chase.

Next Tuesday night, Byron 

and Stillman Valley will face 

off in eastern Ogle County. 

Varsity tip-off is scheduled 

for 7pm.

Illinois State Police make 

arrest for possession of 

child pornography 
On Jan. 12, 2022, Illinois State Police 

(ISP) Division of Criminal Investigation 

(DCI) Zone 2 officials arrested Tristan 

C. Smith, a 23-year-old male of Polo, 

Ill., for three counts of Possession of 

Child Pornography (Class 2 Felony). 

On Jan. 12, 2022, ISP DCI 

Investigators, along with ISP District 

1 Troopers, Homeland Security, Dixon 

Police Department, Ogle County Sheriff’s 

Office, and Polo Police Department, 

executed a search warrant at Smith’s residence in the 

600 block of West Mason, Polo, Ill., following an 

investigation involving child pornography. During 

the warrant execution, Investigators seized evidence 

supporting the arrest of Smith. Five weapons were also 

recovered.
Smith is currently being held at the Ogle County 

Jail, pending a bond hearing. The investigation remains 

open and on-going. No further information will be 

disseminated by the Illinois State Police. 

The public is reminded all persons are presumed 

innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

Tristan Smith

Meridian School District receives 

emergency connectivity funding

Two suffer minor injuries in DUI accident
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Boone County Behavioral Health  Task Force tackles numerous issuesBy Anne Eickstadt
EDITOR

Officer Michelle Schwartz 
visited the Belvidere Fire Sta-
tion to inform the firefight-
er first responders about the 
Boone County Behavioral 
Health Task Force and COAR 
on Tuesday, Jan. 11.

The Boone County Compre-
hensive Opioid Abuse Reduc-
tion (COAR program supports 
the development of compre-
hensive, locally driven respons-
es to the opioid epidemic,” said 
Jessica Perillo, MS, CADC, 
Boone County COAR Program 
manager. “We work to expand 
access to recovery support ser-
vices across the community. 
We support law enforcement 
and other first responder diver-
sion programs for non-violent 
drug offenders.

The program staff will:
• Complete substance abuse 

screenings and referrals at 
Boone County Jail.

• Identify and connect in-
dividuals and their families to 
recovery support services.

• Provide transportation to 
treatment services when need-
ed.

• Develop and implement an 
inclusive plan to enhance and 
support recovery

• Implement substance abuse 
and mental health treatment 
within a local/regional jail.

“We have received three 
federal grants to fund this pro-
gram. We partner with the jail, 
local law enforcement, fire, 
EMS, and basically all of our 
Boone County First Respond-
ers to really work together to-
wards the opioid epidemic. Our 
most recent grant allows us to 

add mental health profession-
als to our team. We help all 
behavioral health, so Officer 
Schwartz’s position will follow 
up on all behavioral health-re-
lated police calls–domestic vi-
olence, mental health related, 
substance abuse … And if sub-
stance abuse is involved, then 
our COAR program will get 
involved and we will follow up 
on those types of calls.

“In the jail, we actually work 
with defense attorneys, proba-
tion, drug court, our nurse in 
there and Crusader is also in 
there as well. Rosekrantz will 
be coming in there. They are 
hiring an addiction counselor 
for the jail also from our grant.

“We have quite a large team 
now. We are really working to-
gether to make sure that those 
who are coming into the jail 
for behavioral health reasons 
are leaving with a plan. If they 
need medication, if they need 
appointments set up, if they 
need a connection to a food 
pantry … We know that clients 
are not necessarily going to be 
worried about their recovery if 
they have no food in the house 
for their kids. 

“We know that some things 
just come first and some things 
are concerning. We want to 
make sure that not only are we 
helping them with treatment, 
we are also helping them with 
everything so that they can fo-
cus on recovery and they don’t 
have to worry about that other 
stuff.

“We basically are trying to 
eliminate as many barriers as 
possible so that people who 
are having contact with law 
enforcement, people who are 

entering the jail don’t come 
back. So they don’t get stuck 
in the revolving door, don’t 
keep coming in and out of the 
jail, and continue to have police 
contact over and over. We try 
to stop that from continuing to 
happen. 

“Law enforcement is a huge 
partner of ours. They are one of 
our most supportive partners. 
They, of course, have Officer 
Schwartz that we are contracted 
with them to provide a commu-
nity law enforcement officer. 
The amount of support that we 
are getting from our local first 
responders and law enforce-
ment is overwhelming. It is so 
positive, everyone just wants to 
talk about the program … It has 
been really great. They under-
stand the need for this program 
also. 

“We don’t expect a police 
officer to have a lot of time to 
sit with someone they just got 
called to help and go through 
their whole story, link them 
with all the resources that they 
need, and then follow up after 
that. Their job is just not built 
for that. But we can. We can 
partner with them and do all of 
that follow-up. We will even be 
happy to respond to someone 
who has not yet had that police 
contact and would like to have 
some help to avoid such a sit-
uation.

“We are so excited. We are 
really ramping up now that 
we have Officer Schwartz’s 
position and it is really good. 
We have two initiatives we are 
working on right now, which is 
providing Narcan distribution 
to local businesses or agencies 
that need it. 

“We have gotten back so 
much positive feedback al-
ready. Officer Schwartz inbox 
is always full of email: ‘Thank 
you for following up.’ ‘Thank 
you for doing this.’ ‘Thank you 
for helping me get into treat-
ment.’ And a lot more. We are 
really excited because we just 
started and we are already see-
ing such a positive response.

“We kind of do it all. If they 
need transportation to a coun-
seling appointment or a med-
ication appointment, if they 
need someone to set up a sub-
stance abuse assessment … If 
they need someone to just talk 

to, we have a support group that 
runs on Wednesday afternoons. 
Even if someone is already in 
recovery and is struggling and 
just wants a little support or 
who wants to help out or attend 
the support group, they are wel-
come.

“Another thing we are work-
ing on is to make sure that all 
of our community resources 
are being used. I think every-
one has so many programs and 
resources for the community 
but sometimes it’s hard to keep 
up with who’s doing what and 
when. We really want to be the 
glue to make sure that all of 

those wonderful resources are 
getting to the people that need 
it. I make sure that those who 
are providing the resources 
are having people use it. Kind 
of increasing access to all the 
community resources that we 
already do have.”

If you have any questions 
about the program, please reach 
out to Perillo at 815-708-4123 
or online at jperillo@boone 
health.org.

If you would like to make 
a referral, contact the COAR 
Program Navigator, Allie Carl-
strom, 815-708-4950 to assist 
you.

ANNE EICKSTADT PHOTO Belvidere Republican Officer Michelle Schwartz talks to the Belvidere firefighters about COAR and how the Behavioral Health Taskforce helps the residents of Boone County.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Belvidere Republican Jessica Perillo and Officer Michelle Schwartz discuss the COSSAP program and provide NARCAN training to members of the community.

By Bob Balgemann
REPORTER
First of two parts 

Several of those involved 
with the Boone County 
Health Department’s ongoing, 
multi-faceted program that 
“supports the development of 
comprehensive, locally driven 
responses to the opioid epidem-
ic and other behavioral health 
needs,” have provided an up-
date on how that effort is faring 
as a new year begins.

Jessica Perillo, program 
manager for the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice (DOJ) grants, 
and for the Boone County Be-
havioral Task Force, brought a 
vast array of information to the 
Belvidere City Council at its 
first meeting of 2022. 

She began by recalling the 
two DOJ grants, which are 
largely responsible for funding 
the program. The first one, a 
Comprehensive Opioid Abuse 
Reduction (COAR) grant, was 
awarded in 2019. That money 

pays for the program manager 
position, the program naviga-
tor position and, partially, the 
county jail nurse. 

The second one, Support 
Outreach Recovery Team 
(SORT) grant, was received in 
2020 and funds the communi-
ty police officer and a full time 
counselor at the county jail. To-
gether, those grants total more 
than $1 million, are good for 
three years and renewable for 
another three years.

Members of the team in-
volved with the health depart-
ment program are Perillo, as its 
manager; Allie Carlstrom, pro-
gram navigator; Belvidere Po-
lice Officer Michelle Schwartz; 
jail counselor Lisa Gutierrez; 
Behavioral Task Force Chair-
person Amanda Mehl, who’s 
also the county health depart-
ment administrator; task force 
Vice Chairperson Amy Galla-
no; and task force contracted 
partners, including the county 
jail. 

City council last year ap-
proved hiring Schwartz, with 
19 years experience, to fill the 
community law enforcement 
officer position, and assigned 
her to work at the health depart-
ment. 

Purpose of the program, 
Manager Perillo said, is to: 

• Decrease the emotional and 
financial tension on community 
members and workforce, due 
to behavioral health symptoms 
such as mental health, addic-
tion, and domestic violence. 

• Eliminate barriers for treat-
ment and increase access to 
community resources. 

• End goal, to decrease burn-
out for first responders, de-
crease drug use and overdose 
rates, increase utilization for 
community resources, and fill 
gaps in the community. 

COSSAP officer 
During her presentation, she  

Report updates health department’s opioid epidemic program

See PROGRAM, Page 7
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COURTESY OF ICE CASTLES The Clinton Topper
 A boy enjoys a view of the illuminated icicles from 
inside an Ice Castles attraction.

COURTESY OF ICE CASTLES The Clinton Topper

 A group of friends enjoys a visit to Ice Castles. There are six Ice Castles locations in addition to the one in this 

area, which is in Lake Geneva.

SUBMITTED PHOTO The Clinton Topper

 From left: Amy Zientek (Willowick Beloit), Lisa Mehaffey (Willowick Janesville), and 

Beth Tallon (Community Action) loaded up boxes of donated winter wear on Thurs-

day, Jan. 6 for those in need in the local area.

Winter Wonderland Ice Castles slated to open this monthIce Castles, the frozen winter wonderland that has attracted thousands to the Lake Geneva area in the past is set for another run in 2022.
The frozen attraction is slated to open in sometime in January and will again be located at Geneva National Resort, 1091 Hidden Cot-tage Cir., Lake Geneva. This is the fourth year for the at-traction in Wisconsin. Opening is dependent on weather conditions with long stretches of freezing temperatures needed to ac-commodate construction of the attraction. 

The photo-worthy Ice Castles will last into late February or early March, weather permitting. Dates and hours will be available online at icecastles.com.The award-winning win-ter attraction is built on site using hundreds of thousands of icicles hand-placed by professional ice artists, ac-cording to the company that sponsors the attraction in four cities across North America. The frozen struc-

ture includes breathtaking LED-lit sculptures, frozen thrones, ice-carved tunnels, slides, fountains and more. Ice Castles also plans to offer sleigh rides as part of the Wisconsin attraction.Ice Castles will again observe some COVID-19 protocols to promote health and safety, according to the company. Employees will wear masks and masks are recommended for guests when interacting in common areas. The attraction is also designed to make use of so-cial distancing.
Tickets (ages 12 and old-er) are currently listed at $21 Monday through Thurs-day and $27 Friday through Sunday. Tickets for children (ages 4-11) are $16 week-days and $22 weekends.Tickets may be available on-site if Ice Castles is not sold out. On-site prices are subject to higher rates. For guaranteed entry and the lowest price, buy tickets on-line in advance.

Ice Castles also has at-tractions in Colorado, New Hampshire and Utah.

Snow sculpting to take center stage26th annual Winterfest event set for early February
The 26th annual Winterfest event will be in Lake Gene-va, Feb. 3 through 7 featur-ing the U.S. National Snow Sculpting Championship. As the only national snow sculpting championship in the United States, Winterfest 

will welcome some of the most talented and award-win-ning sculpting teams from across the country to again highlight the annual festivalVisitors are invited to witness these teams at work during an epic 72-hour 

round-the-clock competition where their artistry is put to the test in creating remark-able, larger-than-life snow sculptures, according to Visit Lake Geneva.
In addition to the snow sculpting, visitors can en-

joy more wintery fun during Winterfest, including a downtown ice sculpture tour, s’mores and bonfires on the beach. 
Go to visitlakegeneva.com and search for Winterfest for additional information.

Activity Coordinators Amy Zientek and Lisa Mehaffey of Willowick presented box-es of donated winter wear on Thursday, Jan. 6, to Beth Tal-lon from Community Action of Rock and Walworth coun-ties.
Willowick Senior Living is committed to community out-reach and partnership. During the cold winter months, Willowick sponsors a yearly winter wear collection for donations of coats, hats, gloves and more to donate to Community Action for those in need. 

Beth Tallon of Community Action said, “You would be surprised how many people do not have a winter coat.” Willowick Beloit, Willo-wick Janesville and Willo-wick Clinton communities collaborated to collect the winter wear for those in need from Nov. 22 through Dec. 17, 2021. This is just one of a few collections Willowick does each year as outreach.Officials from Willowick Senior Living and Communi-ty Action said thank you to all who participated and indicat-ed continued support is very much appreciated.

Collection leads to donation of winter gear
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A reunion with some ‘pep’ 
 Top and clockwise: Dozens of Cardinals past and present joined together earlier this month to fire up the fans 

at the Brodhead boys basketball game during the traditional pep band performance that invites graduates to play 

with current students; Former student Cody Baxter (from left) plays with Melody Baxter and fellow alumnus Jake 

Pickel; Alumnae Mackenzie McIntyre (from left), Caitlin Novy, Shelby Moyer and Azzy Steiner harmonize with their 

woodwind instruments.

FROM CITY HALL 

Spending 
cut by 7.4%
Referendum aims to preserve services

Last week, the City of 

Brodhead provided general 

information on the upcom-

ing referendum question that 

will appear on the primary 

Feb. 15 ballot. 

This week, the city is pro-

viding more information 

on how services might be 

affected if the referendum 

does not pass. 
Most department funding 

requests have been cut in the 

past two years. 

The 2022 Budget process 

saw initial budget requests 

for all departments being 

cut, with an average reduc-

tion of 7.4%. Public works, 

the library, and city hall bud-

gets also saw reductions in 

funding for 2021. 

The $200,000 referen-

dum will help departments 

balance rising costs of pro-

viding public services, ac-

cording to the city-generated 

release. 
If the referendum were 

to fail, departments would 

need to drastically cut their 

budgets. Cuts will be larger 

than in recent years due to 

increased fees from the fire 

district’s internship program 

and new fees as of 2022 for 

service from Brodhead Area 

EMS. 
If the referendum was to 

fail and the $200,000 cut 

had to be taken proportion-

ately based on the percent-

age of each department’s 

2022 appropriation, the po-

lice department could see a 

cut of $80,887, public works 

a cut of $26,493, parks a cut 

of $15,562, and the library a 

cut of $10,492. 

General operating costs 

at city hall would need to 

be reduced by $23,443 and 

court costs would need to be 

reduced by $1,713. 

These amounts do not ac-

count for some payments 

for services which the city 

is contractually obligated to 

pay, including garbage fees, 

fire district payments, and 

debt services.  

Annual fees to Brodhead 

Area EMS are not included 

in these calculations. 

Mask policy mandated as virus impact spikes in schools

By Tony End
CORRESPONDENT 

A sharp rise in COVID-19 

cases during Brodhead 

School District’s first week 

back in session, following 

winter break, has prompted 

the return of an in-school 

mask policy.
Responding to virus num-

ber increases, on Jan. 12 

the Brodhead School Board 

re-instituted a mask-re-

quired policy, which was 

suspended just last month. 

“From the end of Friday, 

Jan. 7 – the first week back 

in school – to Wednesday, 

Jan. 12 we saw an increase 

of teacher COVID-19 cases 

from 4 to 7, student positive 

cases from 12 to 27, and 

overall students quarantined 

from 17 to 73,” School Su-

perintendent Dave Novy re-

ported at last week’s board 

meeting. 
Fifty of the students quar-

antined as of last week were 

elementary school students, 

16 were middle school stu-

dents, and seven were high 

school students, he said.

The vote to reimplement 

the mask mandate last week 

was 4 to 7, with school 

board members Elizabeth 

Kempel, Jim Wahl, and Jody 

Kail voting no. 

Board members Mike 

Krupke, Don Buchanan, 

Michael Oellerich, and Al 

Schneider voted to approve 

the in-school masking, and 

the policy became effective 

last Friday, Jan. 14.

The policy does not ex-

tend to after-school extra-

curricular activities.

District efforts to safe-

guard Brodhead schools 

against the highly-conta-

gious coronavirus contin-

ued through December with 

a second round of vaccines 

offered at Albrecht Elemen-

tary School. 
Children ages 5 to 11 were 

offered the first Pfizer vac-

cine Nov. 12. Family con-

sent forms were required for 

both vaccinations. 

However, despite the 

December and Novem-

ber vaccine clinics, Novy 

said last week that only 76 

of 398 Brodhead Elemen-

tary School’s students, or 

19%, have received a first 

dose of the vaccine against 

COVID-19.
In the middle school, 68 of 

231 students, or 29 percent, 

and 136 of 321 students in 

the high school, 42%, have 

been vaccinated.

Slightly more than one in 

five students, 205 of 950, 

are fully vaccinated in the 

Brodhead School District. 

The schools are also very 

short of COVID-19 tests.  

COVID-19 vaccine ap-

pointments can be made at 

Pinnow Pharmacy, 1028 1st 

Center Ave., Brodhead (608 

897-2595) and SSM Health 

of Wisconsin, 515 22nd 

Ave., Monroe (608-324-

1815). 
COVID-19 testing has 

been broadly a problem ev-

erywhere because demand is 

so high, and so few test kits 

are available.

District alters 

COVID policy 
The Brodhead School 

Board also adopted a new 

protocol for COVID-19 iso-

lation and quarantine by a 

vote of 7 to 0. The policy 

is now posted to the school 

district website.

Brodhead’s new policy is 

based on a recently-released 

Center for Disease Con-

trol recommendation issued 

Dec. 27, 2021. The policy’s 

new protocols shorten the 

amount of time required to 

quarantine from 10 to 5 days 

for those who have test-

ed positive for COVID-19. 

The policy also shortens 

the length of quarantine 

time for those exposed to 

COVID-19, depending on 

vaccine status. 

“The Omicron variant 

is spreading quickly and 

has the potential to impact 

all facets of our society,” 

CDC Director Dr. Rochelle 

Walensky stated of the new 

policy. “CDC’s updated rec-

ommendations for isolation 

and quarantine balance what 

we know about the spread of 

the virus and the protection 

provided by vaccination and 

booster doses. 

“These updates ensure 

people can safely continue 

their daily lives. Prevention 

is our best option: get vac-

cinated, get boosted, wear a 

mask in public indoor set-

tings in areas of substantial 

and high community trans-

mission, and take a test be-

fore you gather,” Walensky 

stated.
Area school districts, in-

cluding Albany, Monticello, 

Monroe, and New Glarus 

currently require masks 

against the virus during 

school hours, Novy said. 

Only the Parkview School 

District in Orfordville does 

not presently follow this 

policy. All of the other 

Green County school dis-

tricts have adopted the new 

CDC recommendations, 

said Novy, who meets on a 

weekly basis with the other 

district superintendents in 

Green County.
The recent CDC directive 

describes data from South 

Africa and the United King-

dom that demonstrate vac-

cine effectiveness against 

infection for two doses of an 

mRNA vaccine is approxi-

mately 35%. A COVID-19 

vaccine booster dose re-

stores vaccine effectiveness 

against infection to 75%. 

COVID-19 vaccination 

decreases the risk of severe 

disease, hospitalization, 

and death from COVID-19, 

according to the CDC, 

which strongly encourages 

COVID-19 vaccination for 

everyone 5 and older and 

boosters for everyone 16 

and older. 
“Vaccination is the best 

way to protect yourself 

and reduce the impact of 

COVID-19 on our commu-

nities,” the CDC stated in 

issuing its new recommen-

dations, which can be found 

at www.cdc.gov/media/

releases/2021/s1227-isola-

tion-quarantine-guidance.

html
With the pandemic enter-

ing its third year, COVID-19 

cases have climbed to 65.5 

million in the United States, 

1.3 million in Wisconsin, 

and 326 million globally, 

according to the New York 

Times and The World in 

Data, an Oxford University 

research initiative.

More than 870,000 people 

have died from the disease 

in the United States, with 

more than 11,500 deaths 

from COVID-19 in Wiscon-

sin. The global death toll 

from COVID-19 is more 

than 5.54 million. 

Other business 

Among other agenda 

items in school business last 

week, the Brodhead School 

Board:
• Received a state-re-

quired safety and emergen-

cy drill reporting update 

from Novy, who said school 

principals will submit their 

safety drill reports to the 

board and will field ques-

tions from members.

• Approved making 

Wednesday, Feb. 2, a teach-

er workday. This date was 

originally scheduled as an 

early release day and was 

adjusted to a full workday 

for staff. There will be no 

school for students on Feb. 

2.
• Received a presentation 

from three of the district’s 

Trauma Sensitive Schools 

Team, middle school coun-

selor Jessica Gardipee, high 

school counselor Amber 

Talcott, and school psychol-

ogist DeAnne Larson. The 

initiative aims, among other 

goals, to help students in-

crease achievement by also 

helping them – regardless 

Fact
Slightly more than one in five students, 205 of 

950, are fully vaccinated in the Brodhead School 

District, according to officials. 

See REFERENDUM, Page 2

See POLICY, Page 2
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Little blackhawks
 Picture here are the Little Blackhawk winners for this week from the Elementary 
and Middle Schools. Congratulations and thank you for being awesome role models!

Stockton 
basketball wrap
Trenten Scheidegger 
CORRESPONDENT 

The Stockton Blackhawks 
girls basketball squad have im-
proved their record to 11-4 af-
ter winning their fifth game in a 
row.  The winning streak began 
on Dec. 14, when the Black-
hawks beat Dakota 42-38.  

 On Tuesday, Jan. 11, they 
continued the winning streak 
with a 56-29 win over West 
Carroll.  Stockton was buoyed 
by a big first quarter, in which 
they combined for 19 points on 
offense.  While holding West 
Carroll to just seven points, it 
gave the Blackhawks an early 
head start over their competi-
tion. 

 They would only extend 
their lead in the second quarter 
when they tallied another 17 
points, while holding West Car-
roll to just seven, once again.  
With the big, 36-14 lead at the 
halftime break, the Blackhawks 
were well on their way to victo-
ry.  

 In the second half, Stockton 
posted another big offensive 
quarter with eighteen points in 
the third.  That was enough to 
satisfy Stockton Head Coach, 
Robyn Schulz, as the Black-
hawks were able to coast to 
victory for the remainder of the 
game. 

 Brynn Haas had one of her 
best performances of the sea-
son with 26 points to lead the 
Blackhawks.  While most of 
her damage was done down 
low, Brynn also hit on six of 
nine free throw attempts for 
the game.  Kenze Haas was 
the team’s next leading scorer 
with nine points.  Kenze nearly 
posted a double double as she 
led the team in rebounds with 
eleven.  Kenze also led the 
team with six assists in an all-
around effort.  Katelyn Winters 

had eight points for the Black-
hawks in the team’s tenth win 
of the season. 

 Two days later, the Black-
hawks traveled to face off with 
a 4-14 East Dubuque Warriors 
squad.  As the clear favorites, 
Stockton was looking for an-
other dominant performance 
of sound basketball.  They 
managed to do so with a 50-29 
victory over East Dubuque, im-
proving their record to 11-4 on 
the season.  

 While the Stockton boys 
have not experienced the same 
success as the girls, they have 
been making a climb back to-
wards a five hundred winning 
percentage.  Prior to their 44-35 
loss against East Dubuque, the 
Stockton boys picked up back-
to-back wins over River Ridge 
and Pearl City.  Their Jan. 8 
matchup against Pearl City 
featured one of Stockton’s best 
all-around performances of the 
season.  They controlled both 
sides of the court as Stockton 
went on to win 47-20.  

 They were hoping to keep 
that momentum rolling to ex-
tend their winning streak to 
three games when they played 
host to a 7-4 East Dubuque 
squad.  

 The first quarter was a back-
and-forth race.  Stockton held 
just a one-point lead as they 
were up 9-8 heading into the 
second quarter.  Their offense 
failed to get anything going 
during the second quarter, 
however.  While allowing East 
Dubuque to post 12 points, the 
Blackhawks were held to just 
two.  Despite holding the lead 
to start the second, the Black-
hawks surrendered the lead to 
the Warriors as they went into 
the break trailing 20-11.  

See BASKETBALL, Page 16
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411095

240 W. Main St., Suite ALena, IL • 815-369-4225www.radersinsurance.com

Nick Raab

ARPI
Serviced by Rain & Hail Insurance

This institution is an equal opportunity provider & employer

M P C I
Revenue Protection

Deadline isMarch 15, 2022Shopper’s Guide
Serving the communities in Stephenson County

411253

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Techniciansg Free Pickup & Deliveryg All Insurance Welcomeg Free Car Rental
g Competitive Ratesg Lifetime Guarantee

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN COUNT ON

Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT 

 For the second year in a row, the Lena-Winslow-Stockton PantherHawk Wrestling team has clinched the Northwest Upstate Illini Conference championship.  Their success from the end of 2021 has car-ried into the new year as the PantherHawks are yet to lose a meet in 2022.  Le-Win-Stockton ended 2021 in high spirits as they brought home the Abe’s Rumble trophy af-ter going 8-0 in the two-day event in Springfield. Consist-ing of fifty-eight Illinois Class 1A squads, it was the third time in school history the Pan-therHawks have brought Abe home.  
 It was also a big week-end for PantherHawks Head Coach, Kevin Milder, who picked up career win number five hundred at the tourna-ment.  Milder gives all the credit to the kids, saying “The guys have really been thrown into the fire coming off foot-ball, right into wrestling, but I am proud of their effort.”  As the number two Class 1A wrestling team in Illinois, the football State championship might be the only reason this team is ranked second.  Le-Win-Stockton opened their wrestling season against Dix-on, the current number one squad.  While the Panther-Hawks were without a num-ber of wrestlers, they fell to 

CHRISTAL KLEVER Rock Valley Publishing 

PantherHawks outscored their opponents by a total score of 162-32. Drew Mensendike, pictured here, has 26 victories this season. 

PantherHawks clinch NUIC Championship

Dixon by a score of 36-32.   Since then, multiple Pan-therHawk wrestlers have stepped up to climb the rank-

ings.  On Jan. 6, Le-Win-Stockton participated in a round robin meet in Winneba-go that saw the PantherHawks 

bring home three more team wins.  With a 49-16 win over Polo, a 59-9 win over Amboy, and a 54-7 victory over Win-nebago, the PantherHawks outscored their opponents by a total score of 162-32.   It was a dominant meet that sent Le-Win-Stockton into their biggest meet of the season with their heads held high.  On Thursday, Jan. 13, the PantherHawks traveled to Dakota with an NUIC Cham-pionship on the line.  While they were set up to face off with both West Carroll and Dakota, it was the Dakota Indians who had the Panther-Hawks attention, for a win over them would give Le-Win-Stockton the champion-ship. 
 They made quick work of West Carroll, shutting them 

out 71-0.  With a number of forfeits, the PantherHawks were only forced to compete in four matches against West Carroll.  Le-Win-Stockton went undefeated in those four matches as Garrett Luke, Drew Mensendike, Henry Engel, and Mike Haas each picked up victories.   The matches against Da-kota featured a much differ-ent stat sheet, as the Indians match up well with the Pan-therHawks roster.  Only three forfeits were needed between both teams, leading to an ex-citing night of wrestling.  In the 138 weight class, Garrett picked up a tough, 9-7 decision over Dakota’s TJ Sil-va. Garrett, a junior, currently holds a record of 26-2 on the season.  At 160, another excit-ing match took place as Jared 

Dvorak picked up a 7-4 deci-sion over Case Rockey for his twenty-fourth win of the sea-son as a sophomore.   At 170, it was Griffin Luke, the PantherHawks leading wrestler this season, who picked up an important pinfall victory at the two min-ute, thirty-four second mark.  Griffin, also a junior, current-ly holds the best record on the PantherHawks at 27-1 on the season.  His victory by pinfall played a key role in clinching the championship over Dako-ta. 
 At 285, it was the Panther-Hawks other top wrestler who clinched the championship.  As a sophomore, Haas earned his twenty-seventh victory of the season with a pin of Avery 

See NUIC, Page 9
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HOMETOWN NEWSPAPERS!We are proud 
to be your
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online at
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Furniture & AppliAnce

Northwest Illinois Largest
Furniture, Mattress & Appliance Dealer

Ask About Short & 
Long Term Financing

20 e. Stephenson St.,
Historic Downtown Freeport

 815-235-4911
ritewayfreeport.com
Monday-Friday 9-5;

Saturday 9-4
Your
Local                  Dealer

cOMe See uS At tHe
SiGn up FOr 

tHe BiG 
DrAWinG At 
rite-WAY Or 
At Our FAir 

BOOtH StArtinG 
JulY 25tH!

ASK ABOut Our BunDle &
GrOup pricinG On Furniture,
MAttreSSeS & AppliAnceS!

All AppliAnceS On SAle

See Our SelectiOn OF
BeDrOOM, liVinG rOOM,
DininG rOOM & MOre -

All SAle priceD!
tAKe An ADDitiOnAl 5-10% OFF

SAle priceD Furniture
Free reMOVAl       Free lOcAl DeliVerY

All

SAle priceD!
clOSeOutS On SertA BeDDinG

WHile SupplieS lASt!

FRAME & UNI-BODY
STRAIGHTENING

EXPERT PAINT
MATCHING

815-239-1853 320 Reed St. Pecatonica, IL

39
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Support the buSineSSeS
that Support you!

393039
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OPEN HOUSE 
SALE!

800-373-5550 • ClearyBuilding.com

Stop in or contact us for 
a FREE consultation. 

AUGUST 3-4 • 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.    AUGUST 5 • 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

You're
Invited!

Featuring:

Best Prices of 
the Season!

Experience the Cleary Advantages:
• Personal service to provide the best 

solution for you with our DreamMaker 
3D Design Software

• Custom designs & in-house Engineering                               
to MAXIMIZE VALUE!!

Oregon, IL
1010 Pines Road
(State Hwy. 2)
815-732-9101

44
00

66

BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!
10% MORE for 

jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mint Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Coins 
Flatware • Diamonds • Sterling

40
36

86

M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Randy Manus, Owner

37 Years in Business

MANUS REPAIR
& STORAGE

PECATONICA, IL
Call 239-2588

Complete Auto Repair
392176

439631

39
21

80

PECATONICA
PHARMACY

Complete Prescription Service
Most Insurance
Plans Accepted

Hours:
Monday-Friday 9-6

Saturday 9-1

239-1200
413 Main St.

Pecatonica, IL

PECATONICA
PHARMACY

Complete Prescription Service

Most Insurance
Plans Accepted

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 9am-6pm

Sat. 9am-1pm

815-239-1200
413 Main St.

Pecatonica, IL

MOWERY AUTO PARTS

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks

392194

Annual Corn Boil 
    Ice Cream Social!and

Thursday, Aug. 3 • 4:30 to 7 pm

Menu: barbeque, hot dog or brats with  
chips (2nd sandwich $2) and...

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT SWEET CORN!
Adults: $10 for meal, $15 for meal & dessert

Children ages 6-10: $4 for meal, $8 for meal & dessert

Children 5 and under: free

Desserts: Homemade pie & Prairie Farms ice cream

For questions please contact 
Janet Anderson: 815-239-2271

First Lutheran Church
6th & Taylor in Pecatonica, IL

441097

AF

FORDABLE

RW A T E

Repair on all makes & models

Is service or installation 
today soon enough?

Service call

Special $39.95

Serving the area for over 30 years

$200 oFF
any water conditioner or iron filter!

EXPIRES 9/27/23. COUPON MUST BE USED AT TIME OF PURCHASE.

815-544-0978
1-877-353-7638TOLL

FREE

441267

441364

Check out these

!!!AUCTIONS!!!

AUCTION DEADLINE IS NOON FRIDAY!!!
Contact Rhonda Marshall at rmarshall@rvpublishing.com for information on advertising.

AUGUST AUCTION - Accepting Consignments

Powers Auction Service
110 E Murray St, Browntown WI 53522 

Office: 608-439-5760 - Email: @ .com
Website: www.powersauction.com - Facebook: Powers Auction Service 

Highway 64 Auctions Consignment Auction
August 26, 2023 • Starting at 8:00 AM

TIMED AUCTION: AUGUST 27TH - LOTS CLOSING AT 8:00 AM
5498 HWY 64, BALDWIN, IA 52207 • HWY 64 AUCTIONS OFFICE: (563) 673-6400

SCOTT FRANZEN: (319) 480-3604 • SHERI DOSLAND (563) 212-0453
HWY 64 AUCTIONS WILL BEGIN ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS AUG. 1ST!

WE ARE LOOKING FOR QUALITY USED FARM EQUIPMENT 
Construction Equipment • Skid Steers • Attachments

 Hay & Forage Equipment • Planting & Tillage • Trucks • Trailers 
Lawn & Garden • Recreational Equipment and More!

ONSITE & ONLINE BIDDING
Visit Our Websites at www.hwy64auctions.com 

or www.powersauction.com 
for More Details and Information!

August 19 - Last Day to Consign - noon

August 26 - Hwy 64 Auction - Starts at 8:00 AM

August 27 - Hwy 64 Timed Auction
- Lots Start Closing at 8:00 AM

Mark Your Calendars for 
Aug. 1st and Consign 

Your Equipment Early!
CONSIGNMENT HOURS

Mon.  -Fri.: 8 AM – 4PM
Saturdays:  8 AM - noon

Closed Sundays
No late consignments 

will be accepted

440516

SATURDAY, AUG. 26 • 9 A.M.
SCHRADER SUMMER EQUIP. AUCTION

5995 IL 75 E. • Dakota, IL
Selling: Tractors, field equip, livestock equip., fencing, shop & yard 
equip., hay & straw, lumber, vehicles. NO guns or household items. 

Get listings in NOW to advertise. 815-449-2215
440632

219 Main St.
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-2349

24/7
Access

SUMMITFITNESSOFPECATONICA.COM

393267

4 MOS. $145
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1 Year (52 issues) for $31.95
In Winnebago County

 • Tempo

H Local News
H School Sports
H Local Events
H Local Advertisers 
    (support your local businesses)

H Legals & Auctions

Rock ValleyPublishing LLC

Please check to subscribe to the:
r  The Gazette   r The Herald   r The Post-Journal   r Tempo 

Please Print:
Date______________________________________________________________________
Name_____________________________________________________________________
Address____________________________________P.O. Box___________Apt._________
City, State, Zip______________________________________________________________
Phone________________________Email________________________________________

r New      r Renewal    Subscription paid $_______ 

r Check Enclosed       r Credit Card      r Electronic Check
(Make checks payable to Rock Valley Publishing)

CREDIT CARD
Credit Card Number___________________________________ CID__________________
Name on card____________________________________ Expires___________________
Billing address (if different from above)_______________________________________________

ELECTRONIC CHECK
ACH-routing____________________________________ Acct. #_____________________

Mail form along with payment to: Rock Valley Publishing, 
7124 Windsor Lake Pkwy #5, Loves Park, IL 61111-3802

Or call to subscribe: 815-877-4044
406835

430745The Journal, Gazette, Herald and Tempo

FREELANCE REPORTERS
AND PHOTOGRAPHERS

NEEDED
Rock Valley Publishing is seeking freelance 
reporters and photographers to produce 
local news and photos for your hometown 
newspaper. Weekly stories and photos needed 
for Machesney Park, Loves Park, Rockton, 
Roscoe, Pecatonica, Winnebago, Stillman Valley 
and Byron. Writing and reporting experience 
a plus. Work from home as an independent 
contractor with no in-office requirement.

PLEASE EMAIL RESUME TO:
mbradley@rvpublishing.com

220 E. Exchange St., Freeport, IL
815-232-2525

Price subject to change without notice.

Groeling Salvage

40¢ PER POUND

440602

Saturday, Aug. 5 • 3 - 8 p.m.
Seward School, Seward, Illinois

Come celebrate Al Spratt and the community 
softball park that was created in his memory.

Please bring any pictures, articles or memorabilia to share!

AL SPRATT MEMORIAL PARK
WOMEN’S LEAGUE 40 YEAR REUNION

Donations at the door appreciated
Questions?

Call 815-494-2427

Featuring DJ Roger Peters from WZOK
Hotdogs, hamburgers, brats, water & soda are provided.
You are welcome to bring your own cooler of beverages!

441266

441022

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.877.4044

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Monday
at Noon

For details 
on placing 

an ad in the 
Classifieds, 
please call 

815-877-4044

FIND BARGAINS 
— IN THE —

CLASSIFIEDS!!!

` ` ` ` ` ` ` `

TRANSPORTATION

FOR RENTHELP WANTED BUSINESS & SERVICES

Farm Market

39
29

46TOP PRICES PAID
For your lame & injured cattle
Call Collect 815-871-2697

Concrete

Lasher Concrete
No job too BIG or small

Insured • 50 yrs. experience

815-633-2951
433995

Insured • 50+ yrs. experience

Real Estate Services

208 Newman St., Durand, IL 61024
RENTAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE
1 and 2 bedroom apartments

62 years of age or older or disabled regardless of age. 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

815-732-2068

HERITAGE HOMESTEAD 
APARTMENTS
Managed by CMS Management, LLC

43
45

82

39
74

65

SHARED OFFICE SPACE
FOR RENT

250 square feet of shared office space for rent 
in downtown Belvidere on State Street.

Prime 1st floor space with parking.
$235 per month plus $49 in utilities.

Call Pete at 630.915.3535

Automobiles
1979 FORD RANCHERO En-
gine changed, needs work, clean 
title. $2,000.  815-363-7535.

2008 FORD MUSTANG CON-
VERTIBLE Auto, pwer brakes & 
steering, air cond., red, 157000 
mi., $5,900. OBO. 262-662-5050.

2011 BUICK REGAL Dark 
blue, mint cond., 111,000 miles. 
$7,000 262-215-3478.

Boats
1973 25’ CHRISCRAFT CABIN 
CRUISER V8, old tandem trailer. 
$800 OBO 847-497-3692

1977 SYLVAN 16’ CONSOLE 
STEERING w/cover, replaced 
flooring, transum, carpet, swivel 
seats. 1985-50HP Mercury SS 
prop. Minn Kota trolling motor. 
Lowrance locator, down rig-
gers,trailer and xtra’s. $3,500 
OBO. 262-758-7663.

1989 17’ MAXUM I/O w/trl, 3.0 
Merc,4 cyl., 130 HP, open bow, 
good cover. $2,200 708-980-
9412.

2020 BAYLINER 160 ELEMENT 
16 ft’ 75 HP Merc EFI Outboard, 
swing tongue trailer. $19,900. 
Call or text 224-725-0926.

Campers and RVs
2021 KEYSTONE DUTCHMAN 
35’ 5th Wheel. Mint cond., king 
bed, fireplace, residential fridge, 
double vanity sink, pantry, lots of 
storage. $42,500. 262-620-6794.

Sports/Classic 
Cars

AVENGER  FORD GT40 Mid 
eng., Buick turbo v-6, 4 sp., tube 
frame w/roll bar. See the movie 
“Ford Verses Ferrari.” Many spare 
parts. Please call 847-838-1916.

MANTA MIRAGE, STREET CA-
NAM CAR Mid. eng. Chev V8,4 
spd, tube frame w/roll bar, Almag 
35 custom wheels, bright yellow, 
excellent cond., show winner. 
Please call for details. 847-838-
1916

RARE 1956 PLYMOUTH FURY 
Show car. Asking $29,000. Lena, 
IL. Call 815-369-4334.

Trucks & Trailers
2002 CHEVY SUBURBAN Solid 
running truck (4WD), 272K over-
all,137K engine,  34K transmis-
sion miles. $2,350 262-758-4685.

2009 DODGE RAM BIG HORN 
Runs and Rides Good, Some 
Rust. $4000.00 OBO. 262-945-
3890.

Burial Needs
7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to 
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva, 
WI 53147. This is a private sale. 
Contact Randy, the seller at 
randy@slpublishers.com.

392953

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing, your hometown 

newspapers serving the stateline has an opening 
for an experienced Media Sales Representative to 
call on current and new accounts in a protected 
sales territory. 

Growing area with many new businesses, this is 
a great opportunity for the right applicant.

We publish newspapers, shoppers and niche 
publications throughout the stateline. You have 
the opportunity to sell into all Rock Valley 
Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making your 
paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising

Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

FOR SALE
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Our 50th Anniversary
SINCE 1973

50th ANNIVERSARY SPECIALS:

441323

F&F TIRE WORLD COUPON

F&F TIRE WORLD BRAKE COUPON

ALL BRANDS
ALL PASSENGER TIRES

Any New Set of Four
May not be combined with any coupon or offer. Must be presented at time 

of purchase. Good at all F&F Tire locations through August 3, 2023

$50 OFF
TWO AXLE

BRAKE SERVICE
May not be combined with any coupon or offer.

Must be presented at time of purchase.
Good at all F&F Tire locations through August 3, 2023

$50
• Most vehicles • Install new oil filter • Refill up to 5 quarts motor oil (Additional quarts extra) • Lubricate chassis (if applicable) • $3.00 disposal fee

May not be combined with any coupon or offer. Must be presented at time of purchase. Good at all F&F Tire locations through August 3, 2023

FULL
SYNTHETIC 
OIL CHANGE

$1999

1983 PAWLISCH DRIVE • CHERRYVALE MALL • 815-332-9445 
OR ANY OF THE F&F TIRE WORLD LOCATIONS

1983 PAWLISCH DRIVE
CHERRYVALE MALL
815-332-9445

RIGHT NEXT TO WATER TOWER
M-F 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

520 LOGAN AVENUE, BELVIDERE
3 BLOCKS EAST OF BELVIDERE PARK

M-F 8:00-5:30; SAT. 8:00-3:00

815-544-4452

1610 ALPINE ROAD, ROCKFORD
1 BLOCK SOUTH OF COLONIAL VILLAGE

M-F 8:00-5:30; SAT. 8:00-3:00

815-398-7867

5257 SWANSON ROAD, ROSCOE
2 MILES S. OF HONONEGAH ELEVATOR ON RT. 251

M-F 8:00-5:30; SAT. 8:00-3:00

815-637-4055

5302 N. 2ND, LOVES PARK
ACROSS FROM POPEYE’S

M-F 8:00-5:30; SAT. 8:00-3:00

815-282-1177

WWW.FFTIREWORLD.COM

Now Available 0INTEREST
FOR

100 DAYS

APPROVAL
UPTO

$3,000!

$50 OFF
F&F TIRE WORLD COUPON

STANDARD
OIL

CHANGE
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