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expect more from your body shop
aMore Experience aMore Service aMore Quality 

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

Music in the Park 
provides music for 
nearly half a century
By Barb Wire

 Music in the Park has a 
long history in the area.  The 
Freeport Concert Band is 
over 100 years old, but Mu-
sic in the Park dates back to 
almost 50 years ago.  Lake 
Le-Aqua-Na’s Music in the 
park began in 1975.  

 The Lena Ministerial As-
sociation started this wonder-
ful tradition with the building 
of an amphitheater on the 
hillside of the Hickory Hill 
Campground.  The original 
theater was built to seat 175 
persons.  The theater was built 
by an organization called 
the Lena Christian Men’s’ 
Brotherhood.  The project 
was initiated at a meeting in 
November of 1974.  Some 
people might remember the 
members of the ministerial 

society who spearheaded this 
project.  Pastor Frank Sam-
uelson, Good Shepherd Lu-
theran Church, Pastor Dennis 
Lassanske, St. John’s Luther-
an Church, and Rev. Virgil 
Weimer, Lena Church of the 
Brethren, were mentioned 
as the pastors spearheading 
the building of the theater.  
Previously they had started 
a park ministry in one of the 
shelter houses for the benefit 
of the campers at the lake.  
The churches in the group 
were Good Shepherd Luther-
an, Lena United Methodist, 
Lena Church of the Breth-
ren, Salem United Church 
of Christ, St. John’s Luther-
an Church, and St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church.

SUBmITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

 Stop by Music in the Park at the lake and enjoy this 
historic program in Lena.  Music will continue through 
Labor Day.  

SUBmITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Welcome back!
 The Lena American Legion Auxiliary Juniors share cards they made to 
welcome the teachers and staff back to school.

See MuSic, Page 8
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Your “Main Street Chiropractors”
with over 40 years service to our community

• Palmer Graduates 
• Digital X-Ray

• BCBS, Quartz and Medicare Provider

238 W. Main St. • Lena
815-369-4974

M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Saturday by Appointment.

434622

Dr. Jared Liles  &  Dr. Jim Liles

The family of Rachel Wright 
(daughter of Russ and Kristin 

Wright of Lexington, South 
Carolina and granddaughter of 
Ruth Wright and the late Dean 
Wright of Stockton) would like 

to surprise her with a card 
shower!  Rachel, who is 15 

years old, was diagnosed with Aplastic Anemia in 2021.  She had 
a bone marrow transplant (donor was from Germany) on June 

7th at Shawn Jenkins Hospital in Charleston, SC.  She was in the 
hospital for 6 weeks and will continue to be in confined care 

until the end of September.  
Cards and letters of encouragement may be sent to 

600 Coldridge Ct, Lexington, SC 29073!
442448

for your participation.

Northwestern Illinois Community 
Action Agency (NICAA)

27 South State Avenue, Suite 102, Freeport, IL. 61032
815-232-3141 • Website: nicaa.org

For residents of Jo-Daviess and Stephenson counties.

 2023 Client Needs Assessment and Customer 
Satisfaction Surveys are available on the 

bottom right side of the “About” page on the 
NICAA website nicaa.org. 

The online surveys can be filled out and 
emailed to NICAA at nicaa125@nicaa.org or 

printed and mailed to NICAA at the address on 
the survey. 

Please complete and return the surveys to 
NICAA by August 30, 2023.

442387

Thank you to 
everyone who 
sent cards and 

well wishes 
for my 99th 

birthday. Your 
kindness is 

appreciated!  

Vivian Kepner
442618

Obituaries

Audrey Wirtz
 Audrey F. Wirtz, 94, of 

Lena, IL (formally of Gale-
na, IL) departed this world 
into God’s hands on July 28, 
2023, surrounded by family.  
Audrey was a devoted and 
caring wife, mother, grand-
mother and great-grand-
mother. She was born June 
15, 1929, in Milledgeville, 
IL, the daughter of Alonzo 
and Esther (Senneff) Ship-
man. 

 Audrey graduated from 
the Moline Public Hospital of 
Nursing in 1957. She married 
Marvin Wirtz on Sept. 20, 
1958. Together they had three 
children. 

 Audrey worked as an RN 
in Sterling, IL until her first 
child was born in 1959. Af-
ter raising her family, she 
resumed her career in 1977 
at the Galena Hospital where 
she worked in the Nursing 

Home Wing 
until retiring 
in 1994. 

First and 
f o r e m o s t , 
A u d r e y 
loved and 
cared for her 
family. She 

was an incredibly friendly 
and sharp-witted person who 
never met a stranger. She 
enjoyed singing, listening to 
music, vacationing and was 
always game for a good ad-
venture, as evidenced by in-
sisting on a jet ski ride with 
her granddaughters at age 93. 

 Audrey is survived by 
three children, Marcia Teel 
(Steve Ott) of Bettendorf, 
Iowa, Karen (Evan) Audette 
of Crystal Lake, Illinois, and 
Bill (Meghan) Wirtz of Lena, 
Illinois. Left to cherish her 
memory are her grandchil-
dren, Jodi (Mike) Arp, Kara 

(Jeff) Dorothy, Nate Audette, 
Brian Audette, Sophie Wirtz, 
Colette Wirtz, and Teddy 
Wirtz; and great-grandchil-
dren, Brayden, Mikayla, 
Gavin and Emma Arp. Also 
surviving Audrey are in-laws 
Jack and Lillian Wirtz, Ruth 
Wirtz and Richard Huggins, 
several nieces, nephews and 
cousins. She was preceded 
in death by her husband; par-
ents; sisters, Ruth Flynn and 
Dorothy Robinson; in-laws 
Phil and Marian Brown, Ar-
nie Wirtz and Marvin Flynn; 
and several nieces. 

 Friends and family are in-
vited to a celebration of life 
and visitation on Saturday, 
Aug. 26 at the First United 
Methodist Church in Gale-
na, IL. The visitation is from 
10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. fol-
lowed by a celebration of life 
service.  Condolences may be 
shared at CremationQC.

Lois thrAsher
 Lois C. Thrasher, 93, of 

Freeport, IL, formerly of 
Lena, IL passed away on 
Thursday, Aug. 17, 2023.  She 
was born on April 8, 1930, to 
Logan and Hazel (Winchell) 
Kahly in Stephenson County, 
IL.  She attended Dakota High 
School.  On Jan. 16, 1949, 
she married Mel Thrasher in 
Lena, IL.  During her career, 
she worked at numerous busi-
nesses in Lena.  She was a 70-
year member of Order of the 
Eastern Star.

 She is survived by her five 
children—Charles (Molly) 
Thrasher of Ladd, IL, Daniel 

Thrasher of 
Sun Prairie, 
WI, Pam 
(Chris Korf) 
Thrasher of 
F r e e p o r t , 
IL Scott 
Thrasher of 
Elk Grove 
Village, IL 

and Ann Lender of St. Lou-
is, MO; eight grandchildren, 
fourteen great-grandchildren 
and numerous nieces and 
nephews. She was preceded in 
death by her parents, husband 
Mel, son Melvin, four broth-
ers, and two sisters.

 The family would like to 

give a special thanks to the 
staff of Liberty Village in 
Freeport, IL for their compas-
sionate care.

 Funeral services were held 
at 2 p.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 22, 
2023, at the Leamon Funeral 
Home in Lena, IL. A visita-
tion was 1 p.m. until time of 
services on Tuesday at the 
Leamon Funeral Home. A pri-
vate family burial took place 
at Lena Burial Park. Pamela 
Pearson officiated the ser-
vices. A memorial has been 
established in her memory. 
Condolences may be sent to 
the family at www.leamonfh.
com.

steven r. “herm” 
BArteLt

“Herm” was born Nov. 
6, 1948, in Monroe, WI to 
Donald and Neva (Krebs) 
Bartelt.  He died on Aug. 13, 
2023, at home.   He attended 
Winslow Grade School, grad-
uated from Lena-Winslow 
High School, and attended 
Highland Community Col-
lege.  He began farming at his 
grandparents’ farm in 1966, 
milking cows, raising hogs 
and planting crops.   

 On June 29, 1974, he and 
Christine Meyers were mar-
ried in Lena.   In 1983, Scot 
Raymer began working at 
their dairy farm and became 
an integral part of the farming 
operation, fishing buddy and 
grew to be a “part of the fam-
ily”.  Due to declining health 
the dairy herd was dispersed 
in 2017 and a beef herd was 
started and continues today.  
While actively farming he 
earned awards from DHIA 
for “Super Cow” and from 
DeKalb seed corn company 
for the 200+ Club. He was 
proud of his farming career 
and was a good steward of the 
land.

 In his younger life, 
Herm was a member of the 
Winslow Volunteer Fire De-
partment, served as Winslow 
Township Clerk, was chair of 

the Winslow 
River Days 
Commit tee 
and emcee 
of River 
Days for 
many years.  
He was also 
a 50-year 
member of 

the Masonic Lodge, having 
joined the Winslow lodge 
and most recently belonging 
to the Orangeville lodge.   In 
recent years he was content to 
drive around the countryside 
in the truck with Scot and 
the dogs (Duke and Annie) 
checking out the crops and 
the beef herd and giving the 
dogs lots of treats!   He was 
a good historian of Winslow 
and had drafted a book with 
lots of old sayings and sage 
advice.

 He referred to himself 
as the “best provider you’ll 
ever have” as he was always 
bringing fruits, vegetables, 
wild mushrooms, or berries 
home to be processed and 
put in the freezer.  There was 
always plenty of beef, pork, 
and chicken in the freezer as 
well.   No one ever left this 
farm hungry.

 He is survived by Chris-
tine, Scot, dogs – Duke and 
Annie and Honey.  He is also 
survived by his mother-in-

law, Anna Meyers and sisters-
in-law, Pauline (Paul) Cybor-
ski, Lisa (Bart) Conrad, and 
brother-in-law, Mark (Lori) 
Meyers, “honorary sisters” 
Jennifer (Jason) Kempel and 
Kim Leamon.   Also surviv-
ing are many special nieces, 
nephews and great nieces and 
nephews and many special 
friends too numerous to men-
tion. Herm was loved and will 
be missed by all.  Preceding 
him in death are his parents, 
Don and Neva, father-in-law 
Harold “Spud” Meyers, sis-
ter-in-law Linda Leamon and 
brother-in-law “Mike” Mey-
ers.

 Per his wishes, a public 
graveside service was at 1 
p.m. on Thursday, August 17, 
2023, at Rock Lily Cemetery 
in Winslow, IL. Pastor Ernie 
Stabenow officiated the ser-
vice.

 The family would like to 
give special thanks to Dr. 
Malcolm DeCamp at UW 
Health, Dr. Michael McFad-
den and staff and FHN Hospi-
tal staff, SSM Health Monroe 
hospital staff and Lena Liv-
ing Center staff for the loving 
care given to Herm over the 
past weeks. A memorial has 
been established in his name. 
Condolences may be sent to 
the family at www.leamonfh.
com

Opal Weick receives recognition for service
 The McConnell American Legion Auxil-

lary presented Opal Weick with a certificate 
for 70 years of continuous service.

Veteran’s Pantry in need of donations
 The Veteran’s Pantry in Freeport needs do-

nation items which include shaving cream, 
mouthwash, wash cloths, wash hand towels, 
bath towels, laundry soap dish soap, paper 
towels, toilet paper, hand can openers, crest 
toothpaste, men’s and women’s deodorant, 
socks, body wash, and body lotion.

 Items may be dropped off on Saturday at 
the Lena American Legion Home from10 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m.   The Legion Home is located 
at 316 W. Main St. Please call 815-369-4684 
with any questions.  Thank you for the won-
derful response to support the veterans.

News briefs
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MOWERY AUTO PARTS

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks

392194
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•In-House Engineering Dept. 
  to Ensure Value

•Personalized Service Throughout
  Your Building Project

•                Lifetime Steel Warranty

•Featuring               Doors

800-373-5550 
ClearyBuilding.com

•Personalized Service Throughout

•                Lifetime Steel Warranty

Proven, Solid, Dependable!
Garages, Workshops, Shouse, Commercial, Farm, Horse Barns & Arenas

Oregon, IL
815-732-9101

44
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When we came to the Lena Community 43 years 
ago, I had no intention of staying indefinitely. I was 

going to put in my minimal time and get back to 
an urban/suburban setting that I was familiar with. 
Cows and cropland didn’t fit my idea of ministry. 

God had other plans and though the opportunities to 
go back to that urban/suburban setting presented 
themselves over and over again—it was here in 
Northwest Illinois that we felt God’s pull to serve 
Him and love His people. Our children were born 

here, went to school here, and one of them stayed 
here. It has been a joy to serve Christ not only 

in our congregation, but the community at large. 
Thank you for all the cards, memories shared, 
friendships, and partnership in Christ through 
the years. We will continue to be a part of the 

community in retirement and serve Christ 
where He wills. God Bless You! 

In Christ’s Love—Rick & Alice Bader
442511

OpiniOn

Letter To The Editor regarding the Marion County newspaper raid
Dear Chief of Police 

Cody:
On behalf of the Illinois 

Press Association, I write to 
join the chorus of journalism 
associations around the 
nation that are outraged by 
your actions to raid the office 
of the Marion County Record 
and the home of its co-
owners. The correspondence 
from The Reporters 
Committee for Freedom of 
the Press and others very 
accurately establishes that 
the actions of your office 
are violative of very well-
established press freedoms.

Your actions, and the 

unfortunate death of Mrs. 
Meyer, caused me to recall 
the story of Elijah Lovejoy, 
also a victim of an effort 
to silence an American 
newspaper. If you have not 
yet done so, I urge you to 
learn this bit of American 
history. Mr. Lovejoy was 
murdered by a pro-slavery 
mob, while defending his 
anti-slavery newspaper in 
Alton, Illinois. The mob 
tossed Lovejoy’s press 
(actually three of them) into 
the Mississippi River. One of 
those presses sat in the office 
of the Alton Telegraph as a 
reminder to all. A monument 

to Lovejoy was erected in the 
city.

While the actions of your 
office leading up to the raid 
are of grave concern, your 
inability or unwillingness 
to explain your actions 
compounds the aggravation. 
Obtaining and executing a 
warrant, without the need 
for an underlying affidavit, 
and conducting a search of a 
newsroom and the publishers’ 
home should be unthinkable. 
Overbroad. Chilling. 
Intrusive into newsgathering. 
All the descriptors used by 
the courts over the years are 
brought to mind.

And to think this was 
brought about---as best we 
can tell --- by the newspaper 
being advised of a public 
record of a driving conviction 
of a local resident. Under 
what theory is possession of a 
public court record a crime?

You and your office should 
apologize to Mr. Meyer and 
his staff, the newspaper, 
and to your community for 
your egregious actions. You 
can’t fix this, you can’t hide 
from it. You should own it, 
apologize, and resign.

Sincerely, 
Donald M. Craven

Illinois Press Association

Universal 
truths - part one

There are certain truths that 
are universal, but unspoken. 
They are numerous—all 
around us.

So numerous they couldn’t 
fit into one column. (Watch 
for part two coming soon.) 
Often, these truths aren’t 
even recognized. They are 
so universal - so clear and 
obvious to us—that we we’ve 
stopped seeing them. Or 
maybe we never were aware 
of them at all.

Either way, they are there.
And when pointed out—

when outed—most of us 
catch our breath, or giggle, or 
maybe both and think, “Yes, 
of course, why didn’t I see 
that before?”

They are the little things. 
The big things. All universal. 
All true.

Universal truth number 
252: When you are 
vacuuming and an errant dust 
bunny refuses to become 
refuse so you bend over to 
pick it up and then toss it 
back onto the floor just to 
give the vacuum one more 
chance to do its job.

Number 91: When you 
push the kitchen garbage 
down one more time (for 
the third time today) to fit in 
one more item—OK, maybe 
two more items, just to avoid 
emptying the garbage.

Number 134: One 
morning I woke to find they 
(whomever they are) had 
changed the font on my 
phone. Probably something 
to do with settings, but what 
do I know about settings? 
The new font was much too 
fat and I was completely 
discombobulated until I 
figured out how to change it 
back to the correct typeface. 
(I give myself a C+ for semi-
mastery of the settings in this 
case.) Universal truth: don’t 
mess with my phone.

Numbers 57 and 32: When 
we sleep, temperature is 
important and imperative. 
When we are cold, we pull 
the covers up to our chin. 
When we wake up hot in the 
middle of the night, we do not 
do the obvious and pull the 
covers back. Instead, we stick 
one leg (and only one) outside 
the covers in a gesture that 
has worked to decrease body 
temperature for generations. 

By
Jill
Pertler
Columnist

Slices of life

Letter to the editor

See SliceS, Page 4
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72nd

Lena Lions Fall Festival
“The Cadillac of Small Town Festivals”

Downtown Lena • Illinois
September 8 & 9

BE A PART OF OUR GREAT PARADE   •   NOON 
SAT., SEPT. 9 • “Our Past-Our Future”
Register today: Commercial or Floats

$10 registration fee per unit • Parade registration begins at 9 a.m.

Parade Category:
Name:
Address:
Town:
Phone:

Return entry form to:
The Shopper’s Guide

240 W. Main St., Ste. B
Lena, IL 61048-0517

Lena Lion’s Club
P.O. Box 311

Lena, IL 61048-0311
-or-

442522

www.edwardjones.com

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor

640 W. South St, #4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

F
D

I-
18

6
7H

-A

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor
.

640 W South St 4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

Member SIPC

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 08/15/23. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-
issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per 
depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please 
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to 
availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest 
rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can 
lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal 
may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution 
of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are 
issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the 
Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

1-year

5.30%
APY*

3-year

4.80%
APY*

5-year

4.45%
APY*

442592

August 26 & 27

58th Annual Apple River Fire Department
Chicken Bar-B-Que and Park Days

Sunday, August 27
CHICKEN BAR-B-QUE

11 a.m. until ???
1/2 Chicken, Macaroni Salad, 

Beans, Roll & Drink

Dine in the Park 
or Carry Out $12.00

“Gator” Memorial Slow pitch tournament 
games all weekend

No Carry-Ins Allowed • Fundraiser for Fire Department

442676

SAt. AUg. 26th
• Ball Tournament - Ball Park

• Service Vehicle Show - 
downtown Apple River from 

11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
SUN. AUg. 27th

• Ball Tournament - Ball Park
• Chicken Bar-B-Que

11 a.m until gone
• Music in the Park 
“No Worries Band” 

11 a.m. - 2 pm.*WALK UP OR DRIVE THRU FOR 
CHICKEN DINNER*

BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!
10% MORE for 

jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mint Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Coins 
Flatware • Diamonds • Sterling

40
36

86

M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

If the leg out trick isn’t 
enough to bring us to comfort 
city, we flip the pillow in 
order to get to the cool side. 
It works every time.

Number 23: The fact that 
coffee smells better than it 
tastes.

Number nine: The song 
that dominated the top 40 
during your high school years 
will forever be your music. 
Am I right?

Number 10: The last few 
universal truths have touched 
on the five human senses, 
which are sight, hearing 
touch, smell and taste. Each 
of the last four are (or seem 
to be) heightened when we 
close our eyes and shut out 
the sight factor. Music rings 
clearer. A shoulder massage 
is heightened with one’s eyes 
closed. Foods taste and smell 
better—or more foul, as the 
case may be. 

Number eight: The stars 
always look lovely on a clear 
night—if you take the time to 
see them.

Number 15: Exercise was 
invented to replace what 
people used to do naturally.

Number two: We all look 
up at the same moon.

Number 59: Most people 
have a favorite color. Just 
ask. (Turquoise.)

Number one: A sunrise 
and sunset are magical, 
miraculous even—from 
wherever you witness them. 
From every state. Every 
country. Every window. 
Every day. Every night. Take 
one in as soon as you can find 
time. No, make time.

Number 4: Busy is an 
illusion, so don’t say you 
don’t have time. You do. 

You know you do, and if 
you don’t know, take it from 
me, you do. I promise.

Jill Pertler is an award-
winning syndicated 
columnist, published 
playwright and author. Don’t 
miss a slice; follow the Slices 
of Life page on Facebook.

•	Slices		 
(Continued from page 3)Gun industry group challenges new 

firearms marketing restrictions
By Peter Hancock
Capitol News illiNois

A gun trade association 
has filed a federal lawsuit 
challenging a new Illinois 
law that restricts how gun 
dealers and manufacturers 
market their products.

The Connecticut-based 
National Shooting Sports 
Foundation filed the suit in 
the Southern District of Il-
linois on Monday, just two 
days after Gov. JB Pritzker 
signed it into law.

“The flawed logic of this 
unconstitutional law is sec-
ond only to the contempt for 

which the authors and Gov. 
Pritzker hold for the consti-
tutionally protected right of 
the citizens of his state to 
keep and bear arms,” Law-
rence G. Keane, NSSF’s se-
nior vice president and gen-
eral counsel, said in a news 
release.

NSSF is also a plaintiff in 
a federal suit challenging the 
recently enacted ban on as-
sault weapons and large-ca-
pacity magazines. That case 
is now pending before the 
Seventh Circuit Court of Ap-
peals.

The new law, dubbed the 

Firearm Industry Responsi-
bility Act, subjects the gun 
industry to the state’s Con-
sumer Fraud and Decep-
tive Business Practices Act, 
which allows the state or pri-
vate individuals to file civil 
lawsuits for violations.

It passed with the backing 
of Illinois Attorney Gen-
eral Kwame Raoul, who is 
named as a defendant in the 
lawsuit. 

The law prohibits practic-
es such as marketing to chil-
dren and encouraging people 
to engage in illegal paramili-
tary or private militia activi-

ty. It also allows dealers and 
manufacturers to be held li-
able for creating a condition 
that endangers public health 
or safety.

In its lawsuit, NSSF 
claims the law violates the 
First Amendment right to 
free speech, the Second 
Amendment right to bear 
arms, and the 14th Amend-
ment guarantee of due pro-
cess.

The suit also claims that 
the law imposes liability in 
Illinois for actions commit-
ted by other individuals or 
in other states. And it argues 
that the state law is preempt-
ed by a federal law called the 
Protection of Lawful Com-
merce in Arms Act.

Congress passed the 
PLCAA in 2005, during the 
George W. Bush adminis-

tration, in response to nu-
merous lawsuits around the 
country against manufac-
turers, distributors, dealers, 
and importers of firearms for 
deaths and injuries caused 
by third parties who misused 
the weapons or used them 
for criminal activity.

Supporters of the Illinois 
law argued that PLCAA was 
never intended to shield the 
gun industry from liability 
for violations by manufac-
turers or dealers of state or 
federal laws that govern the 
sale or marketing of fire-
arms. In fact, the federal 
statute contains a specific 
exception for those cases.

State Rep. Jennifer 
Gong-Gershowitz, D-Glen-
view, the lead House sponsor 

Rock ValleyPublishing LLC

The Journal • The Herald • The Gazette • Tempo • The Shopper • The Clinton Topper
The Independent-Register • Belvidere Republican • The Scoop Today • The Shopper’s Guide

H Community News 
H Police Beat
H Local News

H Upcoming Events
H Church News

H Legals   H Auctions   H Classifieds

Weekly news 
including:

Your community in your hands!

Find local news online: rvpnews.com • indreg.com

428160

LocaL news on-Line
rvpnews.

com

See	ReStRictionS,	Page	10
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Multi-Party Inventory 
Reduction Auction 

September 9th, 2023 – 9:00 AM
110 E Murray Street Browntown, WI 53522

Powers Auction Service
110 E Murray St Browntown WI 53522

Office 608-439-5761 Mike Powers 608-214-5761 Dan Powers SR 608-214-3765

Large Selection Of Fire Arms, Landscape Equipment, 
Tree Service Equipment, & More! – LIVE & ONLINE AUCTION

Visit PowersAuction.com For More Information

44
16

97

SEPTEMBER AUCTION - Accepting Consignments Now!

Stateline Consignment Auction
September 29-30, 2023 • Starting at 8:00 AM

101 E Murray Street, Browntown, WI 53522
Stateline Auctions Offi  ce (608) 439-5794

Mike Powers: (608) 214-5761 • Dan Powers Sr: (608) 214-3765
WE ARE LOOKING FOR QUALITY USED FARM EQUIPMENT 

Construction Equipment • Skid Steers • Attachments
 Hay & Forage Equipment • Planting & Tillage • Trucks • Trailers 

Lawn & Garden • Recreational Equipment and More!

ONSITE & ONLINE BIDDING
Visit Our Website at www.powersauction.com 

For More Details and Information!

September 22 - Last Day to Consign
September 29 - Stateline Auction—Day 1

               Large Equipment  Auction Starts at 8:00 AM

September 30 - Stateline Auction—Day 2
         Support Equipment  Auction Starts at 8:00 AM

Taking Consignments
now until Sept. 22!

Call & Schedule
an Appointment!
Mike (608) 214-5761

No late consignments will be accepted

Powers Auction Service
110 E Murray St, Browntown WI 53522 

Office: 608-439-5760 - Email: @ .com
Website: www.powersauction.com - Facebook: Powers Auction Service 441930

442240

LARGE & LIVE 
PUBLIC AUCTION 

SATURDAY, AUG. 27 • 10 A.M.
2012 N. 3650th ROAD, SERENA, IL 60549
Sale located southwest of Serena, IL. Take IL RT 52 west of Serena to  

E. 20th Road, go south on E. 20th, which will then turn into 3650th Road,  
then to sale site – watch for signs. Comfort station and lunch available.

THIS IS A PARTIAL LISTING! Visit go2wegeneractions.com see more!
Two auction rings will run simultaneously, attendance permitting and if necessary.  
Bring a friend! Rain or shine! This is a partial listing only, expect to find surprises!  

Will update AuctionZip as we find other items. Limited off-road parking offered. 

AUTOMOBILE, ATV, TRACTORS, GOLF CART, BOAT, CAMPING TRAILER, TOOLS & 
POWER EQUIPMENT: FURNITURE & FURNISHINGS: 1976 Datsun 280Z 2 door hatchback, 
straight 6, fuel injected, All Original, runs great 86,453 miles, NO BRAKES!!!, Kubota 4WD, 
RTV900XT, Diesel, side by side, dump box, 617 hrs., Kubota B7800, utility tractor, 4WD, Diesel, P/s, 
with Kubota LA 402 Loader, 60” mower deck, quick hitch, 3pt King Kutter 6’ blade, Farm Star 3pt 
post hole digger 8” screw, 3pt 5’ Box scraper, Yamaha gas golf cart with lift kit 4 passenger, 1999 John 
Deere 425 4 wheel stir 54” deck Garden tractor 1538 hrs. John Deere LT 160 with Freedom 42” no 
discharge deck, 2006 Keystone Outback 30’ camping trailer with slide out 2 awnings, Bass Tracker 
V-16 Guide special boat, 3 seats, with Mercury 25XD outboard motor with trailer & trap, Minnkota 
trolling motor 50lb thrust, Eagle fish finder, Mercury Force 40hp outboard motor runs great.
GUNS & OUTDOOR SPORTSMAN ITEMS: Mossberg 160 ATR long gun 270 cal. Scope, 
stabilizer stand, camo, Knights Muzzle Loader, 50 cal, with scope bolt action, Mossberg 12 ga., 2 
¾” – 3.0” shells, smooth & rifled barrel, New Haven model 285 20 ga., Lefever Nitro Special side 
by side double barrel 12 ga., Wall Hangers Richards open hammer side by side Nonfunctional, 
Remington 12c 22 short Hex barrel broken firing pin, Hand guns Ruger Super Red Hawk 44 mag. 
Ported Barrel, Ruger Model GP 100 38/ 357, Ruger P85 9 mm. Barret Quad 400 crossbow with 
accessories including hard shell carrier, Rods & reels, fishing tackle some older vintage lures and 
related items. Large quantity of Ammo. 
LAWN & GARDEN & OUTDOOR: Murray 24” 2 stage snow blower, like new, Agri Fab lawn 
sweeper & 25-gal poly tank yard sprayer, 1000 lb. single axle trailer 5’ x 4’, Stihl gas blower, 
Chainsaws: Echo CS 130 14”, Stihl 250 C 16”, Craftsman 20”, Echo HC 150 hedge trimmer, Echo 
SRM 225 Gas weed eater, Honda GCV 160 power washer 2400 psi, Coleman Power Mate, 
ITEMS OF SPECIAL INTEREST: Juki TL 2200 OVP Quilters sewing machine digital read with 
foot control; Nustep low impact exerciser digital monitors; items too numerous to mention. 
TERMS: Cash, good check, credit or debit cards. Must have proper photo ID to register. All items 
sell to best and highest bidder. No property removed until settled for. Not responsible for items 
or accidents. NO BUYER’S PREMIUM. LIVE AUCTION ONLY. Must be present to bid. MUST 
HAVE FOID CARD TO PURCHASE GUNS, guns will be held & processed by Rick Winninger of 
Yorkville, IL, an authorized gun dealer for a per buyer fee of $25.
AUCTIONEERS: Chris Wegener 815-451-2820 - Sandwich, IL; Mike Espe - Elburn, IL; Joel 
Prestegaard - Lee, IL.

DALE & BETTY JANSEN, OWNERS

For photos and more details:

go2wegenerauctions.com
442677

Saturday, auguSt 26 • 9 a.M.
SCHRADERS’ FALL CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

5995 IL 75 E. • dakota, IL
Sale order: tools & small items, fencing, auto, hay, field equip.

EquIpMEnt: Case 1070 D with loader; tractor wts; gd 9’ x 16’ bale cage on JD gear; NH 519 
spreader with endgate; JD 640 rake; JD gear; 2 3pt 7’ blades; 2 bale choppers with Honda motors; 
for JD 1770 12 row planter - 6 fert. boxes with auger, Uneforth dry fert. sweeps, 2 dry fert. 
transmissions, 12 dry fert. double disc openers, 12 chip wheels, 12 Yetter coulters, 12 planting seed 
tab squares.
LIVEStOCK EquIpMEnt & FEnCIng: New feed bunk; 6 gd corral panels; hd gate; 1T bulk 
bin; 2T bulk bin; 30 8’ & 9’ wood posts; steel posts; 15 gates; always hay & straw; 14’ x 6” auger, 3 
hp motor; bin dryer frame, 10 hp motor.
LaWn EquIpMEnt: Simplicity 4040 compact tractor, 3 range trans, 3 pt fr hydr with Honda 24 
hp engine, 60” deck; 40” Ariens snow blower; 54” JD snow blade; 2’x4’ 3pt carryall box; Bachtold 
24” walk behind brush cutter, very gd; Stihl 034 AV electronic Quickstop with carry case, 2 chains, 
ex. cond.; LT 250 zero turn, 44” cut; 36” lawn roller, Briggs motor; many lawn mowers; Woods 
finish mower; 3 lawn vacs; JD 42” thatcher; 3 roto tillers; snow blower; 2 loads of tools; lumber; 3pt 
log splitter; wood stove.
VEHICLES: 2004 F250 ext cab, 4 wh dr; ‘95 Jeep Wrangler, 4 wh dr; 7’x16’ 14,000 lb flatbed trailer 
with ramps; 6’x10’ trailer with rack & title; ‘99 Dodge Dakota pickup; 1981 24’ Road Ranger 
camper, gd cond., all utilities work; ‘03 Chevy 4x4 pickup; ‘98 Chevy Tahoe 4x4; ‘04 F 550D 4x4, 12’ 
service body, IMT crane; antique horse drawn wooden buggy; runners for wooden sleigh.

List subject to change. Always more by sale day!
No guns or household goods. Not responsible for accidents.

815-449-2215 • ron Schrader 440000453 - david Schrader 441001020

44
27

47

Check out these AUCTIONS!!!
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Place Your 
Service Ad

Call Laurie or Cyndee at 
(815) 369-4112 

or (815) 947-3353 for details

Minimum of 4 weeks 
Additional Sizes Available

SUMMER SALES EVENT!!

10240 N. Old Mill Rd. • McConnell, IL 61050
815-541-3348 • heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

0%  Interest 
Financing 
Options 
available

Your local Toro Dealer & Master Service Center

440483

Cash Discounts up to $2,000
on select models

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

Nick Judge • 815-990-8937
www.sixpointservices.com

Residential and 
Commercial

Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning

Window Washing
Holiday Lighting

Fully insured
413671

442749

Service CornerThe Scoop Today & 
Shopper’s Guide

Denny’s Service Center

Dennis Rakowska Auto Technician

10146 N. Wachlin Rd. • McConnell, IL 61050
815-291-9010 • E-mail denrak03@yahoo.com

413749

PEARL CITY SEAMLESS 
GUTTERS INC.

815-291-6449

5” & 6” Seamless 
Gutters & Gutter Guards Available. 

Multi-color, Color Match.
Owner Operated

423071

(Formerly Wybourn Construction)

Cell: 608-558-1095
Lena, IL

bobwybourn@gmail.com
• Windows•Doors•Kitchens

•Bathrooms•Decks
No Job Too Small To Appreciate!

407366

385630

240 W. Main St., Suite C • Lena, IL
Call for a quote • 815-369-4747

PRICE • COVERAGE • SERVICE

Gretchen
Rackow

Joe
Werhane

• Auto • Motorcycle • Boat • 

• Snowmobile • RV •

• Home • Renters • 

• Condo • Rented Dwelling •  

• Mobile Home •

• Business • Farm • Life • 

www.bussianinsurance.com

Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church

 All are invited to worship 
at Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, 118 E. Mason St. 
Lena, IL on Sunday, Aug. 27 
for Sunday Worship Service. 
The reading will be from Mat-
thew 16:13-20. There will be 
a time of fellowship following 
the worship.

 On Wednesday, Aug. 30 
Peace Corps Quilting group 
will meet from 8 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. No quilting experience is 
necessary. On Saturday, Aug. 
26 Good Shepherd will be at 
the Le-Win Food Pantry from 
8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
All services will be recorded 
and available on the church’s 
Facebook page and website. 
Please visit http://goodshep-
herdlena.org/ or and Face-
book https://www.facebook.
com/GSLCLenaIL for more 
information. Please contact 
the church office at 815-369-
5552 with any questions. 

Salem United Church 
of Christ 

 All are welcome to join 
for the Annual Shrimp Boil 
service led by Pastor Chris-
topher Ham at Salem United 
Church of Christ, 8491 West 
Salem Road, Lena, Illinois on 
Sunday, Aug. 27, 2023. Come 
participate in this fun day of 
worship with good food and 
good company. Worship will 
be at 10 a.m. with the shrimp 
boil immediately following. 
The Adult Sunday School 
will be hosted prior to service, 
starting at 9 a.m. on the lower 
level of the church. Children’s 
Sunday School is held during 
church service, at 10 a.m. 

 The Wednesday Break-
fast Bunch will be meeting 
Wednesday, Aug. 30, 2023, at 
8 a.m. at the Landmark Fam-
ily Restaurant, 1 East Main 
Street, Freeport, Illinois. All 
are welcome to join.

 The monthly church gath-
erings include Men’s Night at 

6:30 p.m. on the first Wednes-
day of each month. During 
this time the men spend time 
visiting, playing games, and 
getting to know each other 
better. Bible Study is held at 
6:30 p.m. on the second and 
fourth Wednesdays of each 
month.  Crafternoon is offered 
from 3:30 to 7:30 p.m. on 
the third Wednesday of each 
month. During this time there 
are snacks, a brief devotional 
thought, and plenty of time to 
work on crafts individually or 
together. All the above-men-
tioned events are hosted on 
the lower level of Salem 
United Church of Christ, and 
all are welcome to join. For 
more information on any of 
these gatherings, you can 
contact salemwingsofjoy@
yahoo.com.

St. John’s Lutheran 
Church 

 St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Pearl City will cel-
ebrate the thirteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost on Aug. 27.  
Seminarian Steven KinCan-
non will be presiding over 
worship.

 On Tuesday, Aug. 15, there 
will be a Ladies Night Out and 
annual meeting in Luther Hall 
at 6 p.m.  Contact the office if 
interested in attending.   There 
will be a program with Pennie 
Miller for the PC Library and 
Tricia Vandenburgh, author of 
“Mandy & Leo”.  Dinner will 
be served. The cost to attend 
is $10.

 The September Grace 
meal will be on Sunday, Sept. 
17 and will include meat-
loaf, mashed potatoes with 
gravy, mixed vegetables, 
Jell-O with fruit, and dessert.  
Reservations for curbside 
pick-up are due by Sept. 14.  
Call the church office to re-

serve your meal for curbside 
pick-up.  This meal is funded 
through the generosity of a 
grant received by The Foun-
dation of Northwest Illinois.

 The VBS event on Sunday, 
Sept. 10 has been cancelled 
but there will be a special 
Children’s Sermon and Sun-
day School on Sept. 17 that 
will include the Bible story 
and craft.  The 6th-8th grade 
Confirmation group will meet 
after worship on Sept. 17 as 
well.

 St. John’s Lutheran Church 
of Pearl City is an ELCA 
parish and is located at 229 
First St. in Pearl City.  We are 
handicapped accessible. To 
contact the pastor or church 
please call 815-443-2215.

Wesley UMC 
Stockton to host 
“Seekers Group”

 A new adult Seekers Group 
is scheduled to meet on Aug. 
27.  This will be an adult 
group focused on learning and 
creating a new skill and then 
having families join together 
for dinner at 5:30 p.m.  Chil-
dren are welcome to come 
for a craft activity during that 
time. 

 The first meeting will be 
held on Aug. 27 at 3 p.m.  The 
skill will be making Tomato 
Basil soup concentrated to be 
canned in jars. All supplies 
will be provided.  Dinner 
will include tomato soup and 
grilled burgers and hot dogs 
with drinks and table service 
provided.  Please bring an ad-
ditional dish to pass.  Please 
RSVP to Claire 815-978-1562 
or to Trist and Matt Timpe 
815-987-8634.

Church news
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WALK UPS WHILE SUPPLIES LAST | NO RAINCHECKS | NO RETURNS | NO EXCHANGES

Available at all 11 Sullivans Foods including:  
103 W NORTH AVE, STOCKTON | 815.947.3318 | 6AM TO 9PM 7 DAYS A WEEK

201 DODDS DR, LENA | 815.369.2311| 6AM TO 9PM 7 DAYS A WEEK
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES AND CORRECT PRINTING ERRORS

COOKED  
MAINE

LOBSTER  
MEAL

COOKED 
MAINE

LOBSTER 
MEAL

WHOLE LOBSTER, SWEET CORN
POTATOES, SODA OR WATER

13 LIVE LOBSTERS,
13 EARS OF SWEET CORN
24 PACK WATER, and 
 5 LBS RED POTATOES

COOKED 
MAINE

LOBSTERS

COOKED 
MAINE

LOBSTERS

LOBSTERFEST 2023 - ORDER FORM
-SULLIVAN’S FOODS COPY-

QTY Please fill out and turn form with payment to your local
Sullivan’s Foods Customer Service Desk

LIVE LOBSTER - $12.99ea  PLU 50101
Pick up  

9am - 5pm

COOKED LOBSTER - $14.99ea PLU 50102
Pick up 

11am - 3pm

COOKED LOBSTER MEAL-$16.99ea PLU 50103
Pick up 

11am - 4pm

13 LIVE LOBSTER
MEGA MEAL DEAL

$169.99ea PLU 50112
Pick up  

9am - 4pm

Order Total:

Name:                                              Phone:

                                                         Pick-up Time:

QTY LOBSTERFEST 2023 
-CUSTOMER COPY-

LIVE LOBSTER - $12.99ea  PLU 50101
Pick up  

9am - 5pm

COOKED LOBSTER - $14.99ea PLU 50102
Pick up 

11am - 4pm

COOKED LOBSTER MEAL-$16.99ea PLU 50103
Pick up 

11am - 4pm

13 LIVE LOBSTER
MEGA MEAL DEAL

$169.99ea PLU 50112
Pick up  

9am - 5pm

Order Total:

Saturday, September 2 Pick-up Time:

Prepaid pre-orders will be taken through 4pm TUESDAY,  AUGUST 29, 2023

LIVE 
MAINE

LOBSTERS

LIVE 
MAINE

LOBSTERS
1 1/4 lb. AVG WEIGHT

LobsterFest 2023  
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2

Capturing Lobsters On  
The Barara Ann

CAPTAIN  
BRUCE

CAPTAIN 
BRUCE

LobsterFest 2023 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2  
(1 - 1/4lb Average Weight) 

LIVE Maine Lobsters | Pre-Order NOW!
Due to availability, pre-paid pre-orders are the only way to guarantee your  

lobster,  Orders will be taken through Tuesday, August 29, 2023
Walk-up purchases will be limited.

Payment required at time of pre-order. 
Order by phone or order at store’s Customer Service Desk

Live Lobsters can be picked up between 9am-5pm in  
Sullivan’s Foods Meat Departments!

Cooked Lobsters and Meals can be picked up between 11am-4pm in  
Sullivan’s Foods Parking Lots!

442594
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24-HOUR SERVICE ON ALL BRANDS

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

www.superiorhvacservices.com

New installation • Remodeling
Routine maintenance • Repairs

409647

442246

M P C I
Revenue Protection

Winter Wheat-Forage Coverage
Deadline is

September 30, 2023
240 W. Main St., Suite A, 

Lena, IL 61048
815-369-4225

426072

Kevin Schuchmann photo Rock Valley Publishing

 To schedule a guided tour of Casper Bluff Land and Water Reserve, visit www.jdcf.org/events.

 Sixty years ago, Illinois 
led the world with the vi-
sionary Natural Areas Pres-
ervation Act, creating the 
Illinois Nature Preserves 
system. This system of pro-
tecting land was a model 
that was followed by many 
other states and was cham-
pioned by many passionate 
and dedicated individuals. Il-
linois Nature Preserve status 
is the most powerful level of 
protection a natural area can 
receive from the state of Illi-
nois. Since its creation, 622 
preserves have been dedicat-
ed by their landowners and 
legally protected by the state. 
Scattered throughout Illinois, 
these natural areas represent 
the breadth and quality of the 

different ecosystems of the 
state. This is cause for cele-
bration!

 Join the newly appoint-
ed Illinois Nature Preserve 
Commissioner, Tom Clay, 
Special Projects Director of 
the Jo Daviess Conservation 
Foundation as we mark this 
anniversary with a guided 
tour of Casper Bluff Land and 
Water Reserve. Tom will be 
joined by Andra Olney-Lar-
son, Operations Manager of 
the Casper Creek Natural 
Cemetery; and Hillary Holt, 
JDCF Education and Out-
reach Manager. The tour is 
free, but space is limited, and 
RSVPs required through an 
Eventbrite link at www.jdcf.
org/events.

60th anniversary of the Illinois Nature Preserves System tour celebration

Can Publish Your Legals

Call 815-877-4044
or email your legals to

Legals@rvpublishing.com

Rock ValleyPublishing LLC

4
2
5
1
2
8

 The pastors met with the 
park ranger to coordinate the 
building of the theater.  The 
park had little funding to 
help, so money was raised 
by the Men’s Group as well 
as many citizens of the Lena 
area.  The Men’s Group do-
nated over 175 manhours to 
build it.  Sterling Taylor was 
a logger by trade, and he was 

•	Music		 (Continued from front page)
responsible for the equipment 
such as the saw which was 
used to provide the timbers 
for the structure.  The original 
structure had cedar shingles.  
The concerts were held every 
Saturday evening and spon-
sored on a rotational basis by 
the churches in the ministerial 
society.

 The theater was given 
new life by Boy Scout T.J. 
Reif in 2008.  For his Eagle 
Scout Project, T.J. undertook 
a major transformation.  All 
new benches and a new stage 
which was twice as big as the 
old stage were constructed.  It 
also had a roof over the new 
stage as well as more benches 
with backs.  T.J. raised funds 
and with a group of volun-
teers, gave over 350 hours of 
labor to complete the project.  
The funds came from the area 
churches, Lena businesses, 
and a memorial donation 
from Edna Miller’s family 
for the roof.  Edna’s family 
still lives in the Lena Area; 
her daughter, Mary Lobdell, 
and children and grandchil-
dren are members of the Lena 
Community.  

 Music in the Park at the 
Lake has been a ministry for 
the community for almost 50 
years.  The programs will con-
tinue until Labor Day.  Barb 
Wire, a member of the Lena 
Evangelical Free Church, 
manages the many performers 
that are on stage each Satur-
day night at 6:30 p.m.  Come 
enjoy the beautiful music in a 
beautiful setting each week.



Wednesday, Aug. 23, 2023       SHOPPER’S GUIDE       Page 9

who have sent a donation to 
help underwrite the Scoop 

Today/Shopper’s Guide. For 
those of you who haven’t 

done so in the past year, but 
enjoy this newspaper and 

would like to help us pay for 
its operation, please send a 
donation in any amount to:

240 W. Main Street, Suite B • Lena, IL • 61048
If you thInk youR nEWSPAPER IS WoRth

50¢ an issue, it would be $26.00; 75¢ an issue - $39.00 
or $1 an issue - $52.00

You won’t get a Scoop/Shopper’s Guide tote bag, an Apple gift card, or a 
discount on an extended car warranty. But you will get the satisfaction of 

knowing that you have helped support your favorite newspaper.

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

Phone______________________________

__ Please keep my
     paper coming: 437477

the Scoop Today Shopper’s Guide
READERS

Stockton Dental Center
120 West Front Avenue, Stockton, IL 61085

www.stocktondental.com
Licensed Illinois General Dentist 438935

Dr. Stephen Petras

815-947-3700

Get the
beautiful
smile you’ve
always
wanted.

Keeping 
it clean

 It was a great start to 
a recent morning with a 
small, but mighty, group 
of your Lena Lions 
picking up trash along 
a few streets... and 
celebrating Lion Bill 
Engels’ birthday. Happy 
birthday Bill!

Lena Lions CLub 

FaCebook Photo 

Rock Valley Publishing

State to put $20 million 
toward grants for grocers, 
research into food insecurity 
New law aims 
to alleviate 
‘food deserts’ 
throughout the 
state
By Andrew Adams 
CaPitoL news iLLinois

Communities across Illi-
nois that lack access to near-
by stores that sell high qual-
ity food may soon see that 
change.  

Gov. JB Pritzker on Aug. 
18 signed a bill that sets up a 
program to distribute $20 mil-
lion for grants and technical 
assistance for grocery stores 
as well as funding research 
into food insecurity. 

The grants will go to gro-
cery stores that are inde-
pendently owned, including 
for-profit and nonprofit orga-
nizations, co-ops and grocery 
stores owned by units of local 
government.

The program’s proponents 

say supporting grocers with 
state funds will be a boon for 
residents and struggling local 
economies. 

“When our residents strug-
gle to keep a roof over their 
head, can’t put food on the 
table, or have to choose be-
tween paying for basic medi-
cal care and keeping the lights 
on—that’s a failure of the sys-
tem,” Pritzker said in a Friday 
news release. 

See reSearch, Page 16
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Protecting your future and 
insuring your success since 1879

815-443-2074 * Pearl City, IL 61062 * www.LoranMutual.com

lm
oran

utual
since 1879

Protecting your future and 
insuring your success since 1879

815-443-2074 * Pearl City, IL 61062 * www.LoranMutual.com

lm
oran

utual
since 1879

Protecting your future and 
insuring your success since 1879

815-443-2074 * Pearl City, IL 61062 * www.LoranMutual.com

lm
oran

utual
since 1879

402460

See You
There!

See YouThere!
442350

Come to the Pearl City - Boulevard Bash
Saturday, Aug. 26, 2023

7 A.M. ......................Run with the Wolves 5K registration opens
Contact Pearl City Park District

8 A.M. ......................Run with the Wolves 5K
8 A.M. ......................Pitmasters Check-In (Pre-registration required)

Contact Kristin Dinderman 815-291-9922
8 A.M. ......................Pearl City Points in the Paint 3 on 3 Tournament
8 A.M. ......................Car Show Registration

Contact Amy Johnson 815-291-2221
10 A.M. ....................Beer Garden Opens (open until 11:30 P.M.)
11 A.M. ....................Parade (Registration at 10 A.M.)

Contact Nathan Pickard 815-821-2403
11 A.M. ....................Hog Roast Lunch/Dinner
11 A.M. ....................Kids Activities
11:30 A.M. ........ LIVE BAND: Free Fall
NOON .......................BINGO (until 5 P.M.)
12:30 P.M. ...............Kiddie Tractor Pull

Sponsored by Stephenson County Farm Bureau in School parking lot
2 P.M. .......................Kiddie Water Fights

Sponsored by PC Fire Department in School parking lot
2 P.M. .......................Alumni Baseball Game

Contact Ryne Plager 815-291-9822
4:30 P.M. ........... LIVE BAND: Rock Rebel Junction
6 P.M. .......................PC Pitmaster BBQ Samples available 

(while supplies last!)
6:30 P.M. .................Gail “Johnny” Johnson Service Award
6:45 P.M. .................Class of 1973 Presentation
7 P.M. .......................Check Presentation
7:15 P.M. .................PC Pitmaster Awards
7:30 P.M. ........... LIVE BAND: Ten Gallon Hat
9:30 P.M. .................Raffle Drawing

44
23

62

Stop & See 
Us at
Little 

John’s Tap
Pearl City

815-443-2818
423443

Enjoy the Pearl 
City Boulevard 

Bash!

Kempel Urish Construction, Inc.

Dan Kempel & Sons
815-443-2577
815-291-5988

Enjoy the
Boulevard

Bash!!!

402459

Enjoy Pearl City’s 
Boulevard Bash!

402458

Offenheiser Schwarz Funeral Home
Pearl City • 815-443-2212

202 W. Main St.
Warren, IL

815-745-2148

204 Samuelson Dr.
Orangeville, IL
815-789-3366

40
24

67

Enjoy Pearl City 

Boulevard Bash

Brinkmeier’s PlumBing

207 S. Main St.
Pearl City, IL 61062

815-443-2323

Plumbing • Pump Sales & Service
Digging Service

442593

enjoy Pearl City’s Boulevard Bash!

393048

of the bill, said during floor 
debate that the new provi-
sions were only intended to 
clarify what is already state 
law, specifically that the gun 
industry is not immune from 
liability for its own viola-
tions of state law.

“This clarification is nec-
essary to ensure that courts 
correctly interpret that the 
(Consumer Fraud and De-
ceptive Business Practices 
Act) falls within the pred-
icate exception and is not 
preempted by PLCAA,” she 

said. “The bill ensures that 
the firearm industry does not 
get special treatment under 
Illinois law.”

But NSSF argues that the 
Illinois law explicitly autho-
rizes people to sue gun deal-
ers and manufacturers for 

damages caused by a third 
party’s misuse of a firearm, 
something PLCAA specifi-
cally prohibits.

Senate President Don Har-
mon, D-Oak Park, the lead 
sponsor of the bill in the 
Senate, disputed that claim.

“As the Senate President 
said when this legislation 
passed the Senate, we are 
confident it does not conflict 
with federal law,” his depu-
ty press secretary Elizabeth 
Mitchell said in an email 
statement.

Raoul’s office said in a 
separate statement that it is 
“committed to defending the 
Firearm Industry Responsi-
bility Act in the interest of 
public safety.”

•	Restrictions		 (Continued from page 4)

The Journal • The Herald • The Gazette
Tempo • Belvidere Republican

The Clinton Topper • The Shopper
The Independent-Register

The Scoop Today • The Shopper’s Guide

Your weekly community 
news in your hands...

Find us online:
rvpnews.com • indreg.com

Weekly news such as:
Community news, police beat, local news, 

upcoming events, church news, legals, auctions, classifieds...

393035
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LEGAL NOTICES
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT FOR THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON COUNTY 
- FREEPORT, ILLINOIS

Truist Bank, successor by 
merger to SunTrust Bank
    PLAINTIFF
  Vs.
Tom Haiklas; et. al.
    DEFENDANTS

No. 2023FC7
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS 

HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered in the above cause 
on 07/11/2023, the Sheriff 
of Stephenson County, Illi-
nois will on September 21, 
2023 at the hour of 9:30 
AM at Stephenson Coun-
ty Courthouse 15 North 
Galena Avenue 1st Floor, 
West door of courthouse 
Freeport, IL 61032, or in a 
place otherwise designated 
at the time of sale, County 
of Stephenson and State of 
Illinois, sell at public auc-
tion to the highest bidder 
for cash, as set forth below, 
the following described 
real estate:

LOT 6 IN BAUCH’S 
ADDITION TO THE 
CITY OF FREEPORT, 
SITUATED IN THE CITY 
OF FREEPORT, STE-
PHENSON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS, ACCORDING 
TO THE PLAT THEREOF 
RECORDED ON OCTO-
BER 20, 1914 IN BOOK 
D OF PLATS, PAGE 15.

PIN 18-13-36-404-005
Improved with Residen-

tial
COMMONLY KNOWN 

AS:
1149 West Pleasant Street
Freeport, IL 61032
Sale terms: 10% down 

of the highest bid by cer-
tified funds at the close of 
the auction; The balance, 
including the Judicial sale 
fee for Abandoned Resi-
dential Property Munici-
pality Relief Fund, which 
is calculated at the rate of 
$1 for each $1,000 or frac-
tion thereof of the amount 
paid by the purchaser not 
to exceed $300, in certified 
funds, is due within twen-
ty-four (24) hours. The 
subject property is subject 
to general real estate tax-
es, special assessments, or 
special taxes levied against 
said real estate and is of-
fered for sale without any 
representation as to qual-
ity or quantity of title and 
without recourse to Plain-
tiff and in “AS IS” con-

dition. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by 
the court.

If the property is a con-
dominium and the fore-
closure takes place after 
1/1/2007, purchasers other 
than the mortgagees will 
be required to pay any as-
sessment and legal fees due 
under The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).

If the property is located 
in a common interest com-
munity, purchasers other 
than mortgagees will be 
required to pay any assess-
ment and legal fees due 
under the Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1).

If the sale is set aside for 
any reason, the Purchaser 
at the sale shall be entitled 
only to a return of the de-
posit paid. The Purchaser 
shall have no further re-
course against the Mort-
gagor, the Mortgagee or 
the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Upon payment in full of 
the amount bid, the pur-
chaser shall receive a Cer-
tificate of Sale, which will 
entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after 
Confirmation of the sale. 
The successful purchaser 
has the sole responsibili-
ty/expense of evicting any 
tenants or other individuals 
presently in possession of 
the subject premises.

The property will NOT 
be open for inspection 
and Plaintiff makes no 
representation as to the 
condition of the property. 
Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the 
Court file to verify all in-
formation.

IF YOU ARE THE 
MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE IL-
LINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information: Exam-
ine the court file or con-
tact Plaintiff’s attorney: 
Codilis & Associates, P.C., 
15W030 North Frontage 
Road, Suite 100, Burr 
Ridge, IL 60527, (630) 
794-9876. Please refer to 
file number 14-23-00891.
I3226474 

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

Aug. 9, 16 & 23, 2023)
441906

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT,

STEPHENSON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS,

U.S. BANK TRUST 
NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION, NOT 
IN ITS INDIVIDUAL 
CAPACITY BUT 
SOLELY AS OWNER 
TRUSTEE FOR GS 
MORTGAGE-BACKED 
SECURITIES TRUST 
2020-RPL1.,
    Plaintiff,
  v.
UNKNOWN HEIRS 
AND LEGATEES 
OF MICHAEL 
D. SCHNIERLA; 
GLORIA GREGORY; 
ULTRALIGHT 2 
RESIDENTIAL SOLAR, 
LLC; DEUTSCHE 
BANK NATIONAL 
TRUST COMPANY, 
AS TRUSTEE FOR 
FFMLT TRUST 2005-
FFA MORTGAGE 
PASS-THROUGH 
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 
2005-FFA; UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS; 
MICHAEL SCHNIERLA; 
JASON SCHNIERLA; 
STATE OF ILLINOIS 
DEPARTMENT OF 
REVENUE,
    Defendants,

Case No. 2023FC38
The requisite affidavit for 

publication having been 
filed, notice is hereby giv-
en you, Unknown Heirs 
and Legatees of Michael 
D. Schnierla, Gloria Greg-
ory, Unknown Owners and 
Non-Record Claimants, 
that the said suit has been 
commenced in the Circuit 
Court of the Fifteenth Ju-
dicial Circuit, Stephenson 
County, Illinois by the said 
plaintiff against you and 
other defendants, praying 
for the foreclosure of a cer-
tain Mortgage conveying 
the premises described as 
follows, to-wit:

Lot 35 Plat No. 8 Park 
Crest Subdivision recorded 
in Book “G” of Plats, page 
78 in the Recorder’s Office 
of Stephenson County, Illi-
nois.

2015 Bedford Road, 
Freeport, IL 61032

18-13-35-251-002
Now, therefore, unless 

you, Unknown Heirs and 
Legatees of Michael D. 
Schnierla, Gloria Grego-
ry, Unknown Owners and 
Non-Record Claimants, 
and the said above named 

defendants, file your an-
swer to the complaint in 
said suit or otherwise make 
your appearance therein, in 
the office of the Clerk of 
the Fifteenth Judicial Cir-
cuit, Stephenson County, 
Illinois, on or before Oc-
tober 8, 2023, default may 
be entered against you at 
any time after that day and 
a Judgment entered in ac-
cordance with the prayer of 
said Complaint.

E-filing is now mandato-
ry for documents in civil 
cases with limited exemp-
tions. To e-file, you must 
first create an account with 
an e-filing service provid-
er. Visit http://efile.illinois-
courts.gov/service-provid-
ers.htm to learn more and 
to select a service provider. 
If you need additional help 
or have trouble e-filing, 
visit http://www.illinois-
courts.gov/faq/gethelp.asp 
or contact the Clerk of this 
Court.
Zachariah L. Manchester 
(6303885)
MANLEY DEAS 
KOCHALSKI LLC
Attorneys for Plaintiff
One East Wacker, Suite 
1250, Chicago, IL 60601

Phone: 312-651-6700; 
Fax: 614-220-5613
Email: sef-zlmanchester@
manleydeas.com
One of Plaintiff’s 
Attorneys
File Number: 23-011065
I3227162 

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

Aug. 16, 23 & 30, 2023)
442383

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 15TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
STEPHENSON COUNTY 
- FREEPORT, ILLINOIS

Mortgage Assets 
Management, LLC 
f/k/a Reverse Mortgage 
Solutions, Inc.
    PLAINTIFF
  Vs.
Judith Eikstadt; et. al.
    DEFENDANTS

No. 2022FC73
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS 

HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered in the above cause 
on 03/21/2023, the Sheriff 
of Stephenson County, Illi-
nois will on September 21, 

2023 at the hour of 9:30 
AM at Stephenson Coun-
ty Courthouse 15 North 
Galena Avenue 1st Floor, 
West door of courthouse 
Freeport, IL 61032, or in a 
place otherwise designated 
at the time of sale, County 
of Stephenson and State of 
Illinois, sell at public auc-
tion to the highest bidder 
for cash, as set forth below, 
the following described 
real estate:

LOTS 160 AND 161 OF 
SAXBY HEIGHTS AD-
DITION TO THE CITY 
OF FREEPORT, ILLI-
NOIS, ACCORDING TO 
THE PLAT THEREOF 
RECORDED AUGUST 
16, 1910, IN BOOK C 
OF PLATS ON PAGE 
47; SITUATED IN THE 
COUNTY OF STEPHEN-
SON AND STATE OF IL-
LINOIS

PIN 18-13-36-310-010
Improved with Single 

Family Home
COMMONLY KNOWN 

AS:
1331 W Logan Street
Freeport, IL 61032
Sale terms: 10% down of 

the highest bid by certified 

TOWNSHIP OF LORAN
ANNUAL TREASURER’S REPORT

April 1, 2022 to March 31, 2023
The undersigned, Supervisor/Treasurer of the Township of Loran, County of Ste-

phenson, Illinois, hereby submits the following Annual Financial Report for the fiscal 
year beginning April 1, 2022 and ending March 31, 2023.

REVENUE SUMMARY: Illinois Power Market $2,467.74, State Bank Pearl City 
$1,443.25, State of Illinois Comptroller $23,722.89, Stephenson County Treasurer 
$255,715.68, TOIRMA $1,326.00, Village of Pearl City TIF $17,174.62 Other In-
come $1,000.00 and under: $3,498.78, TOTAL REVENUES: $305,348.96.

COMPENSATION SUMMARY: Under $9,999.99: G. Boop, W. Gipe, D. Sargent, 
K. Baldauf, F. Domberger, M. Edler, D. Foust, B. McWorthy, S. Sheffey. Between 
$10,000.00 and $50,000.00: D. Sargent TOTAL COMPENSATION: $72,402.00.

EXPENDITURE SUMMARY: Alliance Commodities $3,027.50, Barry’s Collision 
Center $9,151.29, Blue Cross Blue Shield $3,393.56, Bonnell Industries $9,045.16, 
Fisher Excavating $25,730.00, Helm Truck & Equipment $14,048.29, IMRF 
$3,953.39, J&R Supply Inc. $30,150.00, Saunders Oil Co. $23,154.88, Stockton Auto 
Supply $4,193.41, TOIRMA $9,252.00, U.S. Treasury $5,446.21 All other disburse-
ments $2,500.00 and under: $42,000.84 TOTAL VENDORS: $182,546.53.

SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS
  General Road
  Permanent Road 
 General Town Joint Bridge 
 Cemetery & Equipment
 Relief Funds & Building TOTALS
BEGINNING BALANCES $86,892.16 $193,021.95 $279,914.11
REVENUES $97,455.07 $207,893.89 $305,348.96
EXPENDITURES $84,835.58 $170,112.95 $254,948.53
ENDING BALANCES $99,511.65 $230,802.89 $330,314.54

Subscribed and Sworn on this 2nd day of Aug. 2023.
Marvin Edler
Marvin Edler

Supervisor/Treasurer
I, Deb Foust, Clerk of Loran Township, Stephenson County, Illinois, do hereby cer-

tify that the above is a true copy of the Annual Treasurer’s Report for the fiscal year 
ending March 31, 2023.

Deb Foust
Deb Foust

Clerk
(Published in The Shopper’s Guide Aug. 23, 2023)

442531

Continued on next page
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funds at the close of the 
auction; The balance, in-
cluding the Judicial sale 
fee for Abandoned Resi-
dential Property Munici-
pality Relief Fund, which 
is calculated at the rate of 
$1 for each $1,000 or frac-
tion thereof of the amount 
paid by the purchaser not 
to exceed $300, in certified 
funds, is due within twen-
ty-four (24) hours. The 
subject property is subject 
to general real estate tax-
es, special assessments, or 
special taxes levied against 
said real estate and is of-
fered for sale without any 
representation as to qual-
ity or quantity of title and 
without recourse to Plain-
tiff and in “AS IS” con-
dition. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by 
the court.

If the property is a con-
dominium and the fore-
closure takes place after 
1/1/2007, purchasers other 
than the mortgagees will 
be required to pay any as-
sessment and legal fees due 
under The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).

If the property is located 
in a common interest com-
munity, purchasers other 
than mortgagees will be 
required to pay any assess-
ment and legal fees due 
under the Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1).

If the sale is set aside for 
any reason, the Purchaser 
at the sale shall be entitled 
only to a return of the de-
posit paid. The Purchaser 
shall have no further re-
course against the Mort-
gagor, the Mortgagee or 
the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Upon payment in full of 
the amount bid, the pur-
chaser shall receive a Cer-
tificate of Sale, which will 
entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after 
Confirmation of the sale. 
The successful purchaser 
has the sole responsibili-
ty/expense of evicting any 
tenants or other individuals 
presently in possession of 
the subject premises.

The property will NOT 
be open for inspection 
and Plaintiff makes no 
representation as to the 
condition of the property. 
Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the 
Court file to verify all in-
formation.

IF YOU ARE THE 
MORTGAGOR (HOME-

OWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE IL-
LINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information: Exam-
ine the court file or con-
tact Plaintiff’s attorney: 
Codilis & Associates, P.C., 
15W030 North Frontage 
Road, Suite 100, Burr 
Ridge, IL 60527, (630) 
794-9876. Please refer to 
file number 14-22-08449.
I3227254 

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

Aug. 23, 30, Sept. 9, 2023)
442384

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS

ROCKET MORTGAGE, 
LLC F/K/A QUICKEN 
LOANS, LLC,
    PLAINTIFF,
  VS.
AMBER M VAUGHAN; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,
    DEFENDANTS.

NO. 23 FC 43
201 AND 201 1/2 WEST 
BROADWAY STREET
FREEPORT, IL 61032
JUDGE
PRESIDING JUDGE

NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN TO YOU,
Amber M Vaughan
Unknown Owners and 
Non-Record Claimants
defendants, that this case 
has been commenced in 
this Court against you and 
other defendants, asking 
for the foreclosure of a cer-
tain Mortgage conveying 
the premises described as 
follows, to wit:

PART OF LOT ONE (1) 
IN BLOCK THIRTY (30) 
OF KNOWLTON’S SEC-
OND ADDITION TO THE 
TOWN (NOW CITY) OF 
FREEPORT, ACCORD-
ING TO THE PLAT 
THEREOF RECORDED 
JUNE 4, 1850 IN DEED 
BOOK I, PAGE 122 DE-
SCRIBED AS FOLLOWS, 
TO-WIT: BEGINNING 
AT THE NORTHEAST 
CORNER OF SAID LOT 
ONE (1); RUNNING 
THENCE SOUTH ON 
AND ALONG THE LINE 

BETWEEN SAID LOT 
AND SOUTH OAK AV-
ENUE TO A POINT, 
SAID POINT BEING 154 
FEET NORTH OF THE 
SOUTHEAST CORNER 
OF SAID LOT THENCE 
WEST PARALLEL WITH 
THE SOUTH LINE OF 
SAID LOT TO THE 
WEST LINE THERE-
OF; THENCE NORTH 
ON AND ALONG THE 
WEST LINE OF SAID 
LOT TO THE SOUTH 
LINE OF WEST BROAD-
WAY STREET THENCE 
SOUTHEASTERLY ON 
AND ALONG THE LINE 
BETWEEN SAID LOT 
AND WEST BROADWAY 
STREET TO THE PLACE 
OF BEGINNING. EX-
CEPT THE FOLLOWING 
DESCRIBED TRACT 
COMMENCING AT A 
POINT ON THE EAST 
LINE OF SAID LOT ONE 
(1), 154 FEET NORTH OF 
THE SOUTHEAST COR-
NER OF SAID LOT RUN-
NING THENCE NORTH 
ON THE SAID LAST 
LINE 4 FEET THENCE 
SOUTHWESTERLY IN 
A STRAIGHT LINE TO 
A POINT ON THE WEST 
LINE OF SAID LOT ONE 
(1), 154 FEET NORTH 
OF THE SOUTHWEST 
CORNER OF SAID LOT 
THENCE EAST A DIS-
TANCE OF 76.4 FEET, 
MORE OR LESS PARAL-
LEL WITH THE SOUTH 
LINE OF SAID LOT ONE 
(1) TO THE PLACE OF 
BEGINNING.; SITUAT-
ED IN THE TOWNSHIP 
OF FREEPORT, COUN-
TY OF STEPHENSON 
AND STATE OF ILLI-
NOIS.

Commonly known as: 
201 and 201 1/2 West 
Broadway Street

Freeport, IL 61032
and which said Mortgage 
was made by,

Amber M Vaughan
Mortgagor(s), to
Mortgage Electronic 

Registration Systems, Inc. 
as nominee for Rocket 
Mortgage, LLC

Mortgagee, and recorded 
in the Office of the Record-
er of Deeds of Stephenson 
County, Illinois, as Docu-
ment No. 202200193667; 
and for other relief.

UNLESS YOU file your 
answer or otherwise file 
your appearance in this 
case, on or before Septem-
ber 22, 2023, A JUDG-
MENT OR DECREE BY 
DEFAULT MAY BE TAK-
EN AGAINST YOU FOR 

THE RELIEF ASKED IN 
THE COMPLAINT.

You have been sued. To 
participate in the case, 
you MUST file an official 
document with the court 
within the time stated on 
this Notice called an “Ap-
pearance” and a docu-
ment called an “Answer/
Response”. The Answer/
Response is not required 
in small claims or evic-
tion cases unless ordered 
by the court. If you do 
not file an Appearance 
and Answer/Response on 
time, the court may decide 
the case without hearing 
from you, and you could 
be held in default and lose 
the case. After you fill out 
the necessary documents, 
you need to electronically 
file (e-file) them with the 
court. To e-file, you must 
create an account with an 
e-filing service provider. 
For more information, go 
to ilcourts.info/efiling. If 
you cannot e-file, you can 
get an exemption that al-
lows you to file in-person 
or by mail. You may be 
charged filing fees, but if 
you cannot pay them, you 
can file an Application for 
Waiver of Court Fees. It 
is possible that the court 
will allow you to attend 
the first court date in this 
case in-person or remotely 
by video or phone. Contact 
the Circuit Court Clerk’s 
office or visit the Court’s 
website to find out whether 
this is possible and, if so, 
how to do this. Need help? 
Call or text Illinois Court 
Help at 833-411-1121 or 
go to ilcourthelp.gov for 
information about going 
to court, including how to 
fill out and file documents. 
You can also get free legal 
information and legal re-
ferrals at illinoislegalaid.
org. All documents re-
ferred to in this Notice can 
be found at ilcourts.info/
forms. Other documents 
may be available from 
your local Circuit Court 
Clerk’s office or website. 
¬øNecesita ayuda? Llame 
o env√≠e un mensaje de 
texto a Illinois Court Help 
al 833-411- 1121, o visite 
ilcourthelp.gov para obten-
er informaci√≥n sobre los 
casos de la corte y c√≥mo 
completar y presentar for-
mularios.

PURSUANT TO THE 
FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT, 
THE PLAINTIFF’S AT-
TORNEY IS DEEMED 
TO BE A DEBT COLLEC-

TOR ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT AND 
ANY INFORMATION 
WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.
McCalla Raymer Leibert 
Pierce, LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
1 N. Dearborn St. 
Suite 1200
Chicago, IL 60602
Ph. (312) 346-9088
File No. 
23-15624IL-944680
I3227482 

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

Aug. 23, 30 & Sept. 6, 2023)
442533

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 15TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
STEPHENSON COUNTY - 

FREEPORT, ILLINOIS
Illinois Housing 
Development Authority
    PLAINTIFF
  Vs.
Nichole Jones; Unknown 
Owners and Nonrecord 
Claimants
    DEFENDANTS

No. 2023FC33
NOTICE BY 

PUBLICATION
NOTICE IS GIVEN TO 
YOU:
Nichole Jones
Unknown Owners and Non-
record Claimants

That this case has been 
commenced in this Court 
against you and other de-
fendants, praying for the 
foreclosure of a certain 
Mortgage conveying the 
premises described as fol-
lows, to-wit:
COMMONLY KNOWN AS:

1418 South Walnut 
Avenue
Freeport, IL 61032

and which said Mortgage 
was made by:

Nichole Jones
the Mortgagor(s), to Mid-
west Community Bank, as 
Mortgagee, and recorded in 
the Office of the Recorder of 
Deeds of Stephenson Coun-
ty, Illinois, as Document 
No. 200700083352 Book 
133 Page 1905; and for oth-
er relief; that summons was 
duly issued out of said Court 
against you as provided by 
law and that the said suit is 
now pending.

NOW, THEREFORE, 
UNLESS YOU file your 
answer or otherwise file 
your appearance in this 
case in the Office of the 
Clerk of this Court,

Shanelle Bardell
Clerk of the Circuit Court
15 North Galena
Freeport, IL 61032

on or before September 22, 
2023, A DEFAULT MAY BE 
ENTERED AGAINST YOU 
AT ANY TIME AFTER 
THAT DAY AND A JUDG-
MENT MAY BE ENTERED 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE PRAYER OF SAID 
COMPLAINT.
CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
15W030 North Frontage 
Road, Suite 100
Burr Ridge, IL 60527
(630) 794-5300
DuPage # 15170
Winnebago # 531
Our File No. 14-23-03758

NOTE: This law firm is a 
debt collector.
I3227637 

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

Aug. 23, 30 & Sept. 6, 2023)
442700

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

JO DAVIESS COUNTY - 
GALENA, ILLINOIS

Dupaco Community Credit 
Union
    PLAINTIFF
  Vs.
Dana L. France; Diana 
L. France; Apple Canyon 
Lake Property Owners’ 
Association; Unknown 
Owners and Nonrecord 
Claimants
    DEFENDANTS

No. 2023FC3
NOTICE BY 

PUBLICATION
NOTICE IS GIVEN TO 
YOU:
Diana L. France
Unknown Owners and 
Nonrecord Claimants

That this case has been 
commenced in this Court 
against you and other de-
fendants, praying for the 
foreclosure of a certain 
Mortgage conveying the 
premises described as fol-
lows, to-wit:
COMMONLY KNOWN 
AS:

4A154 E Apple 
Canyon Rd
Apple River, IL 61001

and which said Mortgage 
was made by:

Dana L. France
the Mortgagor(s), to Dupa-
co Community Credit 
Union, as Mortgagee, and 
recorded in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds of 
Jo Daviess County, Illinois, 
as Document No. 389684 
modified with 399033; and 
for other relief; that sum-
mons was duly issued out 
of said Court against you 

LEGAL NOTICES

Continued on next page
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Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE, rvpnews.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

392651

423968
The Scoop and Shopper’s Guide

FREELANCE REPORTERS
AND PHOTOGRAPHERS

NEEDED
Rock Valley Publishing is seeking freelance 
reporters and photographers to produce 
local news and photos for your hometown 
newspaper. Weekly stories and photos 
needed for Jo Daviess and Stephenson 
Counties. Writing and reporting experience 
a plus. Work from home as an independent 
contractor with no in-office requirement.

PLEASE EMAIL RESUME TO:
scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com

Continued from previous page 
as provided by law and that 
the said suit is now pend-
ing.

NOW, THEREFORE, 
UNLESS YOU file your 
answer or otherwise file 
your appearance in this 
case in the Office of the 
Clerk of this Court,

Kathy Phillips
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Jo Daviess County 
Courthouse
330 N. Bench Street

Galena, IL 61036
on or before September 22, 
2023, A DEFAULT MAY 
BE ENTERED AGAINST 
YOU AT ANY TIME AF-
TER THAT DAY AND 
A JUDGMENT MAY 
BE ENTERED IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH THE 
PRAYER OF SAID COM-
PLAINT.
CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
15W030 North Frontage 
Road, Suite 100
Burr Ridge, IL 60527
(630) 794-5300
DuPage # 15170
Winnebago # 531
Our File No. 14-23-00825

NOTE: This law firm is a 
debt collector.
I3227635 

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

Aug. 23, 30 & Sept. 6, 2023)
442702

LEGAL
NOTICES

From Lena’s Kitchen

 Last week I remarked how 
lucky we were to not have 
red hot temperatures.  I guess 
I jinxed the whole weather 
thing, and I apologize.  This 
week there are some good rec-
ipes for hot weather and some 
for regular weather too.  Have 
a great week cooking.

Pickled Tiny 
Tomatoes

 Many of my friends have 
had bumper crops of cherry or 
grape tomatoes.  These little 
red flavor bombs can be pick-
led and served as a garnish 
for meats and cheeses.  If you 
don’t have rice vinegar, you 
can substitute cider vinegar.

3 pt. assorted cherry or 
grape tomatoes

2 C. rice vinegar
3 T. sugar
3 garlic cloves, thinly 

sliced
1 T. pickling spice
2 T. kosher salt
1 piece of ginger cut into 

a ½ inch piece, peeled and 
sliced (optional)

 Pierce each tomato 3 times 
using a skewer and place to-
matoes in a large glass bowl.  
Bring vinegar, sugar, garlic, 
pickling spice and salt (and 
ginger if desired) and 1½ 
C. water to a boil in a large 
saucepan over high heat.  Re-
move from heat and pour over 
tomatoes.  Cool for 1 hour.  
Cover and chill 24 hours be-
fore serving.  Refrigerate in 
an airtight container up to 2 
weeks.

Deviled Potato Salad
 Several people have asked 

me for a recipe for deviled po-
tato salad.  Sullivan’s Foods 
has a deli deviled egg pota-
to salad that is very popular; 
however, it is easy to make 
and great for a crowd.

3 lbs. baby potatoes, quar-
tered

4 hard cooked eggs, peeled, 
halved and yolks separated

¼ C. mayonnaise
1 T. water
1 T. white vinegar
1 t. Dijon mustard
½ t. salt
½ t. paprika
½ t. black pepper, divided
½ C. finely chopped celery
3 T. finely chopped red on-

ion
1 T. dill pickle relish
 In a large Dutch oven, 

bring potatoes and enough 
water to cover the potatoes by 
2 inches to a boil over medi-
um-high heat.  Reduce heat, 
and simmer until fork tender, 
about 10 minutes.  Drain well.  
In a large bowl, mash togeth-
er the egg yolks with a fork 
until crumbly; stir in mayo, 
1 T. water, vinegar, mustard, 
salt, ¼ t. pepper, and paprika 
until smooth.  Coarsely chop 
egg whites.  Gently stir egg 
whites, potatoes, celery, on-
ion, and relish into egg yolk 
mixture until well coated.  
Cover and refrigerate for up 
to 24 hours.  Sprinkle with 
remaining pepper and gar-
nish with chopped parsley or 
chives.

Reuben Casserole
 This casserole takes the el-

ements of a Reuben sandwich 
and makes it into an easy cas-
serole.  If you aren’t a corned 
beef fan, you can substitute 
deli roast beef for the corned 
beef.

2 t. olive oil
1 medium onion, chopped
1 medium green pepper, 

chopped
2 C. cooked corned beef
1 can (14 oz.) sauerkraut, 

rinsed and well drained
1 can cream of chicken 

soup
1¼ C. shredded Swiss 

cheese, divided
1/3 C. 2% milk
½ C. Thousand Island salad 

dressing
2 slices rye bread, cubed
1 T. butter, melted
½ t. onion powder
 Preheat the oven to 350.  In 

a large skillet, heat oil over 
medium heat; add onion and 
pepper.  Cook and stir until 
tender, 3 to 5 minutes.  Stir 
in the corned beef, sauer-
kraut, soup, and heat through.  
Transfer to a greased casse-
role dish.  Place on a baking 
pan.  

 In a small bowl, toss bread 
cubes with melted butter 
and onion powder.  Arrange 
over the top of the casserole.  
Bake, uncovered, 15 minutes.  
Sprinkle with remaining ¼ C. 
cheese.  Bake until cheese is 
melted, 5 to 10 minutes lon-
ger.

Zucchini Pizza 
Casserole

Pizza in a casserole?  This 
recipe uses the premise of a 
pizza and puts it in casserole 
form.  It is easy to make and 
tasty too.  You knew I still had 
zucchini recipes!

4 C. shredded unpeeled 
zucchini

½ t. salt
2 eggs
½ C. grated Parmesan 

cheese
2 C. shredded mozzarella 

cheese, divided
1 C. shredded cheddar 

cheese, divided
1 lb. ground beef
½ C. chopped onion
1 can (18 oz.) Italian toma-

to sauce

 Preheat the oven to 400.  
Place zucchini in a colander; 
sprinkle with salt.  Let stand 
10 minutes; squeeze out mois-
ture.  Combine zucchini with 
eggs in a mixing bowl.  Add 
Parmesan and half the moz-
zarella and cheddar cheeses.  
Press into a greased 9 z 13 
baking dish.  Bake 20 min-
utes.  In a large saucepan, 
cook beef and onion over 
medium heat until meat is no 
longer pink.  Break meat into 
crumbles; drain.  Add tomato 
sauce; spoon over zucchini 
mixture.  Sprinkle with re-
maining cheeses.  Bake until 
heated through, about 20 min-
utes longer.

Zucchini and 
Sausage Stovetop 

Casserole
This casserole uses sausage 

for the meat with zucchini;  it 
is made on top of the stove for 
those hot days.  It has rice in 
it also, so it is a hearty casse-
role.  I like Uncle Ben’s long 
grain quick cooking rice if 
you can find it.

1 lb. pork sausage
1 T. canola oil
3 medium zucchini, thinly 

sliced
1 medium onion, chopped
1 can (14½ oz.)  stewed to-

matoes, cut up
1 pkg. (8.8 oz.) ready to 

serve long grain rice
1 t. yellow mustard
½ t. garlic salt
¼ t. pepper
1 C. shredded sharp ched-

dar cheese
 In a large skillet, cook sau-

sage over medium heat for 5 
to 7 minutes or until no longer 
pink, breaking it into crum-
bles.  Drain and remove sau-
sage from pan.  In the same 
pan, heat oil over medium 
heat.  Add zucchini and onion; 
cook and stir 5 to 7 minutes or 
until tender.  Stir in sausage, 

tomatoes, rice, mustard, gar-
lic, salt, and pepper.  Bring 
to a boil.  Reduce heat; sim-
mer, covered for 5 minutes to 
allow flavors to blend.  Re-
move from heat; sprinkle with 
cheese.  Let stand, covered, 
5 minutes or until cheese is 
melted.

Peach Pound Cake
 Peaches are appearing in 

the store and soon will be 
arriving from orders taken 
earlier.  My best friend was 
the daughter of a baker, and 
she loved her father’s pound 
cake.  She introduced me 
to the tasty cake that uses 
a pound of butter and lots 
of eggs.  This cake is extra 
moist because it uses sour 
cream.  This moist peach 
pound cake is a different way 
to use peaches rather than a 
pie or crisp.

1 C. butter, softened
2 C. sugar
6 eggs, room temperature
1 t. almond extract
1 t. vanilla
3 C. flour
¼ t. baking soda
¼ t. salt
½ C. sour cream
2 c. diced fresh or frozen 

peaches
whipped cream
 Preheat oven to 350.  

Grease and flour a 10-inch 
Bundt pan.  In a large bowl, 
cream butter and sugar until 
light and fluffy, 5 to 7 min-
utes.  Add eggs, one at a time, 
beating well after each addi-
tion.  Beat in extracts.  In a 
separate bowl, combine flour, 
baking soda and salt.  Add to 
batter alternately with sour 
cream, beating well after 
each addition.  Fold in peach-
es.  Pour into the Bundt pan.  
Bake until a toothpick insert-
ed in the center comes out 
clean, 60 to 70 minutes.  Cool 
for 10 minutes before remov-
ing from pan to a wire rack 

to cool completely.  Place on 
a cake plate and serve with 
whipped cream and addition-
al peaches.

Creamy Pineapple 
Pie

 Since we aren’t done with 
hot weather, you might need 
a refreshing and easy dessert.  
This recipe is just the one.  
You use a graham cracker 
crust, so right away it starts 
out easy.

1 can (14 oz.) sweetened 
condensed milk

1 can (8 oz.) crushed pine-
apple, undrained

¼ C. lemon juice
1 carton (8 oz.) Cool Whip, 

thawed
1 graham cracker crust
 Combine the milk, pineap-

ple and lemon juice; fold in 
Cool Whip.  Pour into graham 
cracker crust.  Refrigerate 
until serving.  Garnish with 
toasted macadamia nuts.

The not so skinny cook

See kitchen, Page 15
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 help wanted To place an ad in our
Help Wanted

Section
Call (815) 369-4112

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

 transportation

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$

IF SO, WE WILL RUN YOUR AD IN THE
SCOOP TODAY AND SHOPPER’S GUIDE AT

No Charge!

Ads will not be accepted without the following information. Only one free ad per month.

YOUR NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you selling a single item for

LESS THAN $100?

$$$ $$$
Private Party Only

Just fill out the coupon below and drop off or mail to:
Rock Valley Publishing, FREE Ad,

240 W Main St Suite B, Lena IL 61048

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

38
81

58

 real estate

FIND YOUR NEXT HOME 
IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

PRIVATE PARTY
ONLY.

Ad must be
prepaid.

Deadlines vary.

Call
815-877-4044

The Wheel Deal
Place your car, truck, motorcycle,

boat or RV for one price and it
runs for up to 16 weeks.

$1995
1st three lines

Extra lines are $1.95 each

17 Papers

Starts for 4 weeks and if not sold you call us
and we will renew at no additional charge!

(Maximum run 16 weeks total)

42
27

85

Sales/Marketing Automobiles
2000 GMC SAVANA 3500 5.7L, 
179,940 mi., some rust, but very 
solid. Quiet-running work truck. 
$4,500. 608-445-2067

2003 INFINITY 4 door, model 
G35, runs good, $1200 OBO. 
224-337-2888

2006 CADILAC DTS LUXURY 
1 116,500 Miles. Heated front & 
back leather seats, universal ga-
rage door opener. $5000 OBO. 
(262) 763-2077

Boats
1977 SYLVAN 16’ CONSOLE 
STEERING w/cover, replaced 
flooring, transum, carpet, swivel 
seats. 1985-50HP Mercury SS 
prop. Minn Kota trolling motor. 
Lowrance locator, down rig-
gers,trailer and xtra’s. $3,500 
OBO. 262-758-7663.

1985 ALUMACRAFT LUNKER 
V16 DLX ‘96 40hp Evin. Custom 
Trailer. Must see. $5,000. Ready 
to go. 262-594-2469 Eagle.

1989 17’ MAXUM I/O w/trl, 3.0 
Merc,4 cyl., 130 HP, open bow, 
good cover. $2,200 708-980-
9412.

Campers and RVs
2021 KEYSTONE DUTCHMAN 
35’ 5th Wheel. Mint cond., king 
bed, fireplace, residential fridge, 
double vanity sink, pantry, lots of 
storage. $39,900. 262-620-6794.

Motorcycles
2007 HARLEY DAVIDSON FX 
Softtail.  Vince & hind pipes.  
Runs & looks very good. $6,500/
OBO.  608-934-5411

Sports/Classic 
Cars

2008 FORD MUSTANG CON-
VERTIBLE Auto, pwer brakes & 
steering, air cond., red, 157000 
mi., $5,200. OBO. 262-662-5050.

AVENGER  FORD GT40 Mid 
eng., Buick turbo v-6, 4 sp., tube 
frame w/roll bar. See the mov-
ie “Ford Verses Ferrari.” Many 
spare parts. Please call 847-
838-1916.

MANTA MIRAGE, STREET CA-
NAM CAR Mid. eng. Chev V8,4 
spd, tube frame w/roll bar, Almag 
35 custom wheels, bright yellow, 
excellent cond., show winner. 
Please call for details. 847-838-
1916

392953

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing, your hometown 

newspapers serving the stateline has an opening 
for an experienced Media Sales Representative to 
call on current and new accounts in a protected 
sales territory. 

Growing area with many new businesses, this is 
a great opportunity for the right applicant.

We publish newspapers, shoppers and niche 
publications throughout the stateline. You have 
the opportunity to sell into all Rock Valley 
Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making your 
paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising

Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

Lots/Acreage
42 ACRES NEAR LAKE CAR-
ROLL A creek runs thru, 23 ac. 
pasture, 12 tillable & 7 wooded. 
For more info call 815-291-5974

Other Real Estate
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All 
real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it ille-
gal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex, dis-
ability, familiar/ status or national 
origin, or an intention to make 
any such preference,  limitation 
or discrimination. Familial status 
includes children under the age 
of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women 
and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This news-
paper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised in 
this newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. 
The toll-free tele phone number 
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

Wanted to Buy
SMALL HOUSE fixer upper, in 
the country or the edge of town. 
Will pay cash. 815-291-5021

 for sale
Announcements

CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Burial Needs
7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to 
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva, 
WI 53147. This is a private sale. 
Contact Randy, the seller at 
randy@slpublishers.com.

 real estate

For details on placing an ad in our 

Classified Section
Call 815-369-4112

Find us online: rvpnews.com
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the Scoop Today
Serving the communities in Jo Daviess County Regional Ag Sales

Reps Wanted

20%-30% Commission
Rates on Sales

Submit your application
to sales@alpineag.xyz

410535

410539

240 W. Main St., Suite A, Lena, IL 61048
815-369-4225

www.radersinsurance.com 
www.westpointmutual.com

ROCKFORDMUTUAL
      I N S U R A N C E  C O M P A N Y
                                            Putting Lives Back Together

Since 1896

ROCKFORDMUTUAL
      I N S U R A N C E  C O M P A N Y
                                            Putting Lives Back Together

Since 1896

PMS Version

CMYK Version

 SM

 SM

May You Have A 
Healthy & Prosperous 

New Year
Nick, Annie & Kris

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

By Beth Hundsdorfer
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Local hospitals and health 
departments will get help 
from the Illinois Department 
of Public Health and the Illi-
nois Emergency Management 
Agency to meet the healthcare 
demand during a COVID-19 
surge, adding staffing to pro-
vide medical care and provide 

vaccines and testing.
The state will also help ramp 

up COVID-19 testing, now op-
erating six days a week to in-
crease availability. That started 
Monday.

“We are also increasing test-
ing and continuing to distribute 
monoclonal antibodies, anti-vi-
ral pills and any treatments or 
personal protective equipment 

communities need,” Gov. JB 
Pritzker said during a news 
conference. “I will continue to 
do everything possible to pro-
tect all the people of this state, 
whatever your vaccine status. 
But what kind of year 2022 
turns out to be depends on all 
of us doing what is best for all 
of us.”

 Pritzker was on a call with 

President Joe Biden and the 
National Governors Associa-
tion on Dec. 27 to discuss the 
response to the Omicron vari-
ant.

Illinois Department of Pub-
lic Health Director Dr. Ngozi 
Ezike confirmed that Illinois 
is seeing higher hospitalization 
rates. The state is now averag-
ing 500 hospital admissions a 

State to assist with mass vaccinations, testing 
operations, hospital staffing to battle COVID-19 surge

Illinois will send personnel and resources to county health departments
day due to COVID-19. While 
Illinois was still battling the 
Delta variant of COVID-19, 
the Omicron variant was intro-
duced a couple of weeks ago. 
The Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention said earlier 
last month that the Omicron 
variant is the dominant strain 
of COVID-19 in the U.S. with 
more than 73 percent of new 
cases attributable to the variant.

To protect from the 
COVID-19, harm reduction 
strategies will still need to be 
employed, Ezike said, like 
wearing masks, social distanc-
ing, hand-washing and staying 
away from large crowds.

“We have a vaccine that is 
highly effective at preventing 
severe illness and death,” Ezike 
said. “Currently, we are seeing 
a demand for booster doses, 
but it is critically important for 
those who have yet to receive 
even one dose of vaccine to get 

vaccinated.”
The vast majority of cases, 

hospitalizations and deaths are 
among the unvaccinated, Ezike 
said.

Those most at risk:
· Are more than 65 years old.
· Suffer from heart, liver or 

kidney disease.
· Are immunocompromised.
· Have diabetes.
Vaccine clinics will be held 

in Cook, DuPage, Lake, Will, 
Kane, St. Clair, McLean, San-
gamon, Peoria, Winnebago, 
Jackson and Adams counties. 
Anyone age 12 older can get 
a first or second dose at these 
locations.

Community-based testing 
sites will be open Monday 
through Saturday in Aurora, 
Arlington Heights, South Hol-
land, Fairview Heights, Peo-
ria, Bloomington, Champaign, 
Harwood Heights, Rockford 
and Waukegan.

Jo Daviess food pantry 
fundraiser a success

 Each year Shepherd of the 
Hills Lutheran Church holds 
a Steak Fry with all proceeds 
going to support the seven Jo 
Daviess County food pantries.  
The last two years, due to the 
Covid Pandemic, the church 
has hosted a virtual “Steak 
Fry” to continuing garnering 
support.  On Dec. 27, 2021, 

Larry Cording, Steak Fry 
Chairperson, and Pastor Jim 
Mehltretter met with county 
food pantry representatives.  
Thanks to the generosity of 
“Steak Fry” proceeds and 
congregational donations, 
checks totaling $2,800 were 
dispersed, with a $400 check 
going to each food pantry.
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24-HOUR SERVICE ON ALL BRANDS

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

www.superiorhvacservices.com

New installation • Remodeling
Routine maintenance • Repairs

409646

Shopper’s Guide
Serving the communities in Stephenson County

410588

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

ACCIDENTS HAPPEN!
Let us take the worry out of having your vehicle repaired.

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 After winning their first 
game of the season, the Le-
na-Winslow boys’ varsity 
basketball squad went on 
a five-game losing streak.  
After a tough loss to a Bel-
leville, Wisconsin team, 
the Panthers struggled to 
recover.  They went on to 
lose their next four, three 
of which were losses by ten 
points or less.  

 With a record of 2-6, the 
Panthers prepared to play in 

the Erie Tournament to end 
their 2021.  Le-Win got the 
tournament off to a good 
start with a 51-46 win over 
Orion.  It was a good confi-
dence boost for the Panthers, 
as they picked up their third 
win of the season with a 
tough opponent ahead. 

 Later that day, the Pan-
thers faced off with a Beech-
er squad in a game that 
would require overtime de-
cide.  Heading into the extra 
period tied 44-44, Beecher 
outscored the Panthers 7-6, 

handing the Panthers their 
seventh loss of the season.  
They would not let the over-
time loss deter them, howev-
er.  The Panthers managed to 
bounce back with back-to-
back wins in their next two 
games.  

 On Wednesday, Decem-
ber 29, the Panthers faced 
off with Mercer County in 
their third game of the tour-
nament.  The first quarter 
had plenty of scoring as both 
teams combined for twen-
ty-five points.  Le-Win held 

the advantage, however, go-
ing into the second quarter 
up 15-10. 

 Luke Benson caught fire 
in the second quarter.  The 
senior guard hit a trio of 
three-pointers and totaled 
thirteen points in the second 
quarter, helping to extend 
the Panthers’ lead.  In fact, 
Luke scored every single 
second quarter point for the 
Panthers, leading them to a 
28-22 lead heading into half-
time. 

 It was Brody Mahon who 

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

Panthers earn back to back wins
took over in the third quarter.  
Mahon posted twelve third 
quarter points, including a 
pair of his own three-point-
ers.  Luke added another 
five points of his own as the 
duo helped the Panthers take 
a 47-31 lead into the final 
quarter.  With a sixteen-point 
cushion, Le-Win managed to 
coast their way to a 56-37 
victory over Mercer County.  
Mahon led the team in scor-
ing with twenty-three points, 
while Luke was right be-
hind him with twenty of his 
own.  Both of them hit four 
three-pointers on the game 
as the Panthers hit on nine 
total threes in the game.  The 
offensive breakout was nice 
to see as Le-Win looks to 
climb back to five hundred 
on the season. 

 The next day, the Panthers 
were set to face off with a 
5-6 Stark County team.  At 
4-7 themselves, the Pan-
thers were slight underdogs.  
However, it appeared to be 
an even matchup from the 
start.  

 It was the three-point 
shot that sparked momentum 
for the Panthers in the first 
quarter.  Both Mahon and 
Ayden Packard hit a three as 
Le-Win looked to keep up 
with Stark Co.  The Panthers 
found themselves trailing 
12-10 at the end of the first. 

 Some good defense in the 
second quarter, to go along 
with six points from Luke, 
the Panthers managed to flip 
the cards before halftime 
as they led Stark Co. 23-18 
heading into the break. 

 Le-Win put on a dis-

play of chemistry in the 
third quarter.  As a team, 
they combined for fourteen 
points.  No individual scored 
more than four points in the 
quarter, however, as five 
Panthers helped contribute 
those fourteen points.  While 
holding Stark to just five 
points in the third, Le-Win 
managed to take another big 
37-23 lead into the fourth. 

 With the fourteen point 
advantage, the Panthers 
managed to coast their way 
to a 40-29 victory for their 
fifth win of the season.  De-
spite being just 1-5 at one 
point, the Panthers are now 
4-2 over their last six games.  
Lena-Winslow Head Coach, 
Kyle Benson, never gave up 
hope on his squad as he re-
mained focused on the task 
at hand.  Quite simply, Kyle 
credits the recent success to 
“just playing better.”  

 The Panthers have gone 
back to the basics and that 
has paid off for them.  Kyle 
explained, we are turning the 
ball over less, taking better 
shots, and playing sound de-
fense.”  While he is satisfied 
with their improvement in 
recent weeks, Kyle remains 
focused on improving each, 
and every, day.  “We still 
have some areas to shore 
up.”  Kyle said, adding “Our 
kids are trusting this process 
and we are hoping our best 
basketball is still ahead of 
us.”  

 The Panthers will be back 
in action on Saturday, Jan-
uary 8, when they travel to 
Orangeville for their first 
game of 2022.  

422795

Help Wanted
JANITORIAL Mon-Thurs. 4-6 
hours daily. Need to be depend-
able and hard-working. Must 
have reliable transportation. Start 
@ $15/hr. Up to $21/hr. Work is 
within 40 mi. radius of Stockton. 
815-973-0133
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The Scoop Today and Shopper’s Guide are now available 
by FREE eSubscription to residents and businesses in 
Stephenson and Jo Daviess 
Counties.

As an alternative to mail, a free 
digital eSubscription will be 
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news before the newspaper is hot off the press!
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Guide eSubscription can be 
read on a computer, laptop 
or tablet. There will be no 
telemarketing calls, no solicitation, no 
strings attached, just convenient, free delivery, 
compliments of our advertisers.
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M P C I
Revenue Protection

Winter Wheat-Forage Coverage
Deadline is

September 30, 2023
240 W. Main St., Suite A, 

Lena, IL 61048
815-369-4225

FHN holding 
live and 
virtual 
hiring event 
August 24

 FHN is looking to add tal-
ented and qualified nurses, 
medical assistants, nursing 
assistants, imaging technolo-
gists, and clinical therapists to 
the FHN team with an upcom-
ing Hiring Event.

 On-the spot interviews, 
tours of select departments, 
and real-time offers will be 
available at the event, set for 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday, 
Aug. 24 at FHN Memorial 
Hospital, 1045 W. Stephenson 
Street in Freeport.  “We will 
have representatives in the 
main lobby of the hospital to 
greet candidates,” said FHN 
Talent Acquisition Specialist 
Rilee Smith. “Just identify 
yourself as an interested can-
didate and we’ll get you go-
ing in the right direction to, if 
you’re a good fit for our team, 
walk out with a job offer.”

 FHN offers first-day bene-
fits which includes an exten-
sive benefit package, tuition 
assistance, flexible time off 
and eligible positions may 
qualify for certification and/or 
BSN stipends.

 A virtual option also is 
available now through Aug. 
24 Visit www.fhn.org/hirin-
gevent for more information 
and to begin the process.

 Chuck Jackson presents the Knights of Columbus Scholarship to Olivia Harnish 
on Sunday, Aug. 13. Congratulations, Olivia!

SUBmITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Local student receives scholarship
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ACCIDENTS HAPPEN!
Let us take the worry out of having your vehicle repaired.

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

 Alaina Dinderman (Snappy Snazzers) wins the Dairy Showman of Showman class. 
Youth in Stephenson County exhibited 4-H projects this past month at various shows 
held out at the Stephenson County Fairgrounds and at the Stephenson County Farm 
Bureau. For more photos, see inside.

Panthers building 
back in hopes 
of another 
postseason run
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 Excluding the 2020 Covid 
year, the Lena-Winslow Pan-
thers have won three consec-
utive Illinois Class 1A State 
Football Titles.  Although the 
Panthers lost a majority of last 
year’s squad, many believe Le-
Win has what it takes to make 
another deep postseason run. 

 “We lost 10 starters on de-
fense and eight starters on of-
fense,” Lena-Winslow head 
coach Ric Arand shared just 
before practice for the 2023 
season started.  Arand is enter-
ing his 27th season as the Pan-
thers’ head coach.  The expe-
rienced instructor will have to 
find a way to take a roster filled 
mostly with new faces and help 
them reach their full potential 
once again.  

 If anyone is capable of do-
ing that, it’s Arand.  Through 
26 years, Arand holds a career 
record of 234-66.  More than 
Arand, the Panther-Strong pro-
gram has set the standard for 
winning across Illinois High 
School Football.  Not only 
have they captured three con-
secutive titles, but six in total.  
The Panthers have stamped 
their name in the Illinois histo-
ry books and this 2023 squad is 
hoping to do much of the same. 

 Despite losing so many to 
graduation, the Panthers still 
return some familiar names 

this season.  Gage Dunker 
gets plenty of action as he re-
turns as an outside lineback-
er on defense and the team’s 
fullback on offense.  Dunker, 
the younger brother of Gen-
nings Dunker, who is now on 
the Iowa Hawkeyes, looks to 
lead the way for the Panthers.  
Dunker will have some famil-
iar faces blocking ahead of him 
as the Panthers return two start-
ing offensive linemen.  Odin 
Stabenow and Tanner Kempel 
will look to hold things down 
on the edge as the Panthers’ of-
fensive tackles.  

 Outside of that, howev-
er, Le-Win is going to have a 
plethora of new faces on the 
field in 2023.  “We need a lot 
of guys to step up and ma-
ture quickly to be successful,” 
Arand shared. 

 The Panthers will have 
to replace a number of guys 
along the line of scrimmage.  
Luke Kempel, Luke Staben-
ow, Brady Aurand, and Alex 
Packard will all be playing 
on the offensive and defen-
sive line.  Mason Spidahl and 
Quinn Rodebaugh will both 
get opportunities at tight end 
and defensive end as well.  Ca-
sey Klever also lines up at tight 
end on offense, but he’s off the 
line on the defensive side as an 
outside linebacker.  

SUBmITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Stephenson County 4-H Fair winner See PantherS, Page 6
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE 15TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON COUNTY - 
FREEPORT, ILLINOIS

Truist Bank, successor by merger 
to SunTrust Bank
    PLAINTIFF
  Vs.
Tom Haiklas; et. al.
    DEFENDANTS

No. 2023FC7
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure and Sale 
entered in the above cause on 
07/11/2023, the Sheriff of Ste-
phenson County, Illinois will on 
September 21, 2023 at the hour 
of 9:30 AM at Stephenson Coun-
ty Courthouse 15 North Galena 
Avenue 1st Floor, West door of 
courthouse Freeport, IL 61032, 
or in a place otherwise designat-
ed at the time of sale, County of 
Stephenson and State of Illinois, 
sell at public auction to the high-
est bidder for cash, as set forth 
below, the following described 
real estate:

PIN 18-13-36-404-005
Improved with Residential
COMMONLY KNOWN AS:
1149 West Pleasant Street
Freeport, IL 61032
Sale terms: 10% down of the 

highest bid by certified funds at the 
close of the auction; The balance, 
including the Judicial sale fee for 
Abandoned Residential Property 
Municipality Relief Fund, which 
is calculated at the rate of $1 for 
each $1,000 or fraction thereof of 
the amount paid by the purchaser 
not to exceed $300, in certified 
funds, is due within twenty-four 
(24) hours. The subject property 
is subject to general real estate 
taxes, special assessments, or 
special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as 
to quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to Plaintiff and 
in “AS IS” condition. The sale is 
further subject to confirmation by 
the court.

If the property is a condominium 
and the foreclosure takes place 
after 1/1/2007, purchasers oth-
er than the mortgagees will be 
required to pay any assessment 
and legal fees due under The 
Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).

If the property is located in a 
common interest community, 
purchasers other than mortgag-
ees will be required to pay any 
assessment and legal fees due 
under the Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

If the sale is set aside for any 
reason, the Purchaser at the sale 
shall be entitled only to a return of 
the deposit paid. The Purchaser 
shall have no further recourse 
against the Mortgagor, the Mort-
gagee or the Mortgagee’s attor-
ney.

Upon payment in full of the 
amount bid, the purchaser shall 
receive a Certificate of Sale, 
which will entitle the purchaser 
to a Deed to the real estate af-
ter Confirmation of the sale. The 
successful purchaser has the sole 
responsibility/expense of evicting 
any tenants or other individuals 
presently in possession of the 

subject premises.
The property will NOT be open 

for inspection and Plaintiff makes 
no representation as to the con-
dition of the property. Prospective 
bidders are admonished to check 
the Court file to verify all informa-
tion.

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAG-
OR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information: Examine the 
court file or contact Plaintiff’s 
attorney: Codilis & Associates, 
P.C., 15W030 North Frontage 
Road, Suite 100, Burr Ridge, IL 
60527, (630) 794-9876. Please 
refer to file number 14-23-00891.
I3226474 

(Published in The Shopper’s 
Guide 

Aug. 9, 16 & 23, 2023)
441907

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE 15TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON COUNTY - 
FREEPORT, ILLINOIS

Mortgage Assets Management, 
LLC f/k/a Reverse Mortgage 
Solutions, Inc.
    PLAINTIFF
  Vs.
Judith Eikstadt; et. al.
    DEFENDANTS

No. 2022FC73
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure and Sale 
entered in the above cause on 
03/21/2023, the Sheriff of Ste-
phenson County, Illinois will on 
September 21, 2023 at the hour 
of 9:30 AM at Stephenson Coun-
ty Courthouse 15 North Galena 
Avenue 1st Floor, West door of 
courthouse Freeport, IL 61032, 
or in a place otherwise designat-
ed at the time of sale, County of 
Stephenson and State of Illinois, 
sell at public auction to the high-
est bidder for cash, as set forth 
below, the following described 
real estate:

PIN 18-13-36-310-010
Improved with Single Family 

Home
COMMONLY KNOWN AS:
1331 W Logan Street
Freeport, IL 61032
Sale terms: 10% down of the 

highest bid by certified funds at the 
close of the auction; The balance, 
including the Judicial sale fee for 
Abandoned Residential Property 
Municipality Relief Fund, which 
is calculated at the rate of $1 for 
each $1,000 or fraction thereof of 
the amount paid by the purchaser 
not to exceed $300, in certified 
funds, is due within twenty-four 
(24) hours. The subject property 
is subject to general real estate 
taxes, special assessments, or 
special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as 
to quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to Plaintiff and 
in “AS IS” condition. The sale is 
further subject to confirmation by 
the court.

If the property is a condominium 

and the foreclosure takes place 
after 1/1/2007, purchasers oth-
er than the mortgagees will be 
required to pay any assessment 
and legal fees due under The 
Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).

If the property is located in a 
common interest community, 
purchasers other than mortgag-
ees will be required to pay any 
assessment and legal fees due 
under the Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

If the sale is set aside for any 
reason, the Purchaser at the sale 
shall be entitled only to a return of 
the deposit paid. The Purchaser 
shall have no further recourse 
against the Mortgagor, the Mort-
gagee or the Mortgagee’s attor-
ney.

Upon payment in full of the 
amount bid, the purchaser shall 
receive a Certificate of Sale, 
which will entitle the purchaser 
to a Deed to the real estate af-
ter Confirmation of the sale. The 
successful purchaser has the sole 
responsibility/expense of evicting 
any tenants or other individuals 
presently in possession of the 
subject premises.

The property will NOT be open 
for inspection and Plaintiff makes 
no representation as to the con-
dition of the property. Prospective 
bidders are admonished to check 
the Court file to verify all informa-
tion.

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAG-
OR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information: Examine the 
court file or contact Plaintiff’s 
attorney: Codilis & Associates, 
P.C., 15W030 North Frontage 
Road, Suite 100, Burr Ridge, IL 
60527, (630) 794-9876. Please 
refer to file number 14-22-08449.
I3227254 

(Published in The Shopper’s 
Guide 

Aug. 23, 30 & Sept. 6, 2023)
442385

REAL ESTATE NOTICES
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Final Thoughts
 School has started and 

of course the hot weather 
has come too.  The first golf 
meets, volleyball and football 
games are starting too.  Fall 
has definitely started even 
though the weather isn’t fall-
like.  We are gearing up for 
Labor Day and in Lena, the 
Fall Festival.  Everybody I 
know has asked, “Where has 

the summer gone?”  That is 
the million-dollar question!

 Fruits and vegetables of 
the season are coming in as 
bumper crops.  Green beans 
and sweet corn are running 
their course.  Zucchini and 
summer squash are still pro-
ducing by the bushel baskets.  
Fall squash and apples are 
beginning to appear.  There 
are good eats out there, and 

we better enjoy them while 
we can.  Please send any rec-
ipes for the great fruits and 
vegetables of the season.  If 
you have some recipes you 
would like to share, you can 
contact us in person, by mail 
at From Lena’s Kitchens, 
The Shopper’s Guide at 240 
W. Main St. or email us at 
scoopshopper@rvpublishing.
com

•	Kitchen		 (Continued from page 13)

Shots fired leading to arrest
 On Aug.12, 2023, at ap-

proximately 12:45 a.m., Free-
port Police officers responded 
to an apartment in the 1400 
block of W. Beach Street for a 
dispute between two siblings. 
While en route, officers re-
ceived additional information 
stating a firearm had been dis-
charged. 

 During the course of the in-
vestigation, officers were able 
to determine that a 17-year-
old male juvenile discharged 
a firearm while in a dispute 
with his 25-year-old broth-
er. Officers located a load-
ed semiautomatic pistol that 
had been discarded a short 
distance from the apartment 

where the juvenile resided. 
Charges were approved for 
the juvenile, and he is current-
ly in the custody of a juvenile 
detention center awaiting a 
detention hearing. There were 
no reported injuries or proper-
ty damage as a result of this 
incident, and it is not believed 
to be gang related. 

    your source for on-line news:

       RVPNEWS.COM
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815-395-1333

440493

PROUDLY OFFERING THE INDUSTRY’S BEST MASTIC SIDING
WINDOWS INCLUDE EGRESS and EXTERIOR DOORS

Window World is America’s
Largest Home Improvement Company

NO FADE SOLAR
DEFENSE PROTECTION
NO PAINT - NO STAIN

NO HASSLE

0%FINANCING NOW 
AVAILABLE*

Se Habla
Español

“Not only do we 
stand behind our 
windows, we stand 
on them!”
Local Owner,
Scott Williamson

• Locally Owned & Operated
• Professional Installers - Energy
   Efficient - Lifetime Guarantee
• True Lifetime Warranties, Guaranteed
   Forever!
• Serving Northern Illinois for nearly
   20 years

By
Scott
cernek 
Columnist

Weekly connection

Getting the hay made
For years during 

haymaking my dad would 
send one of us out to mow 
hay each morning. It was 
that person’s job to mow 
down the right amount of 
hay that we could get baled 
up in one afternoon and 
evening. Since the hay had 
to dry out for a day or two 
before it could be raked 
and baled, we were always 
working a day or two 
ahead with the mowing. I 
remember that when we 
were very young kids the 
one who was mowing only 
cut down a few acres at a 
time. When we got bigger 

and started to rent more 
land and make more hay, 
we mowed down larger 
and larger acreage for each 
day’s work. We mowed 
with the Farmall Super M 
and raked with our little 
Ford Jubilee. Both tractors 
had wide front ends, so 
they didn’t run over the 

hay that was already on the 
ground. It was important to 
try and keep all the alfalfa 
leaves on the plant because 
that’s where the protein is. 
So, we went from mowing 
down about fifteen or 
twenty acres for a day’s 
work to seventy or eighty. 

Part of the reason we 
could only mow down 
fifteen or twenty acres 
was because the baler 
never worked very well. 
I remember my grandpa 
teaching me how to tie a 
square knot and I would 
have to ride on the baler, 
and when a bale didn’t 

tie, I would quickly tie a 
square knot with the two 
loose ends of twine, so 
the bale didn’t break as it 
went up and out the back. 
We didn’t have a bale 
kicker, so someone drove 
the tractor, someone sat 
on the baler, and someone 
stacked the wagons. If we 
didn’t have enough help 
to unload the wagons fast 
enough, we had to stop and 
take the field crew up to 
the barn to unload the three 
wagons and then head back 
to the field for more baling. 
This is why it took us all 
summer to get the hay in. 

There was a lot of character 
building going on in those 
days that kids don’t get 
today. 

The other day I was 
showing my great nephew 
how to tie a square knot 
and I had to tell him the 
story of me riding on the 
baler and watching for 
untied bales. I don’t think 
he was too impressed. Last 
week I mowed my own 
little eight-acre hay field. 
I went out in the morning 
and there was so much dew 
on the hay that my haybine 
reel stopped turning a few 
times and I had to get off 
and unplug the soaking wet 
alfalfa. In the end it only 
took me two hours to mow 
the eight acres. Then it took 
two days to dry, and only 
an hour to rake and forty-

five minutes to have my 
nephew roll me up six and 
a half round bales. What 
used to take days was done 
in a quick couple hours. 
Since my little beef herd is 
up to about fifteen cows, 
I’m going to need the hay 
come winter.

I have lots of memories 
of farm life and the work 
involved, but along with 
all the work was time for 
God. Every morning after 
breakfast we had a time of 
Bible reading and prayer 
before we went to work. We 
kids could really see that 
our parents’ faith was real 
and genuine and that made 
all the difference. Proverbs 
16:3 says, commit your 
work to the Lord, and your 
plans will be established. 
Until next week, God bless.

According to 2021 data 
from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, at least 3 million 
Illinois residents live in food 
deserts as defined in the new 
law, although the state’s De-
partment of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity can 
designate additional areas as 
food deserts.

Data collected this spring 
by the U.S. Census Bureau 
also revealed that food in-
security affects multiracial, 
Hispanic and Black house-
holds at higher rates than 
white households. 

Officials declined to an-
nounce a specific timeline 
for when the grants will be-
come available but said that 
updates would be published 
on the DCEO website when 
about the grant application 
process is finalized.

“We’re moving as fast as 
we can because we know 
there’s a need across the 
state,” Pritzker said at a Fri-
day news conference. 

One of the bill’s chief 
sponsors, freshman state 
Rep. Mary Beth Canty, D-Ar-
lington Heights, said in an 
interview with Capitol News 
Illinois that she also views 
the bill as a step toward re-
ducing violence. 

“When there’s a lack of 
investment in communities, 
that’s when you start to see 
incidents of violence rise,” 

Canty said. 
She also noted that she 

hopes to revisit food avail-
ability through further leg-
islation or other state pro-
grams. 

“Some of the things we’ve 
talked about are looking at 
this from a public health per-
spective,” Canty said. “On 
the business side of things, 
we’re looking at our licens-
ing structures.” 

While the Grocery Initia-
tive originated among Dem-
ocrats, it passed the Senate 
unanimously in May, some-
thing Pritzker credited to 
Sen. Dale Fowler, R-Harris-
burg. Fowler noted that areas 
of his rural district struggle 
with food access. 

“An entire county in the 
59th district that I represent 
does not have one single gro-
cery store,” Fowler said. 

In the House, however, 
there was more conservative 
opposition leading to a 96-17 
vote, splitting the Republican 
party. 

Among the dissenters was 
Rep. Martin McLaughlin, 
R-Barrington Hills, who took 
a hardline stance against the 
bill, saying the proposal was 
a “horrendous idea” during 
floor debate on the bill in 
May and likening govern-
ment support for grocery 
stores to socialist countries 
like Venezuela and Cuba. 

•	Research		 (Continued from page 9)
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