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weather is on the way! Make sure your 

furnace is working properly.
Call or text us to set up an appointment.

Furnace clean & check for $65Furnace clean & check for $65

445556

Postal Customer  **ecrwss 

PR SRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
ROCK VALLEY

PUBLISHING LLC

Ad Space for Sale!!!!!
If you would like your ad in this space, 

Please contact Cyndee Stiefel

815-369-4112 • lenaads@rvpublishing.com

415
3

28

SUBmITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Warren students 
participate in Quiz Bowl
 Six members of the high school academic team participated in the Berg-
strom’s Stateline Quiz Bowl in Rockford on Oct. 29.  Landon Miller, Turner Gur-
dak, Teegan Sabinson, Averi Sabinson, Maddie McKee, and Claudia Heiden-
reich were accompanied by JV academic coach, Mr. Joel Zink.  Their match 
against Belvidere will be aired on television in January.
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MOWERY AUTO PARTS

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks

392194

Words cannot express how deeply we 
appreciate all the love, kindness and support 

shown to our family during this difficult 
time. Thank you for the flowers, food and 

memorial donations. Special thanks to 
Pastor Chrissy for her support and the 

moving service and the ladies who served 
the luncheon.  A Special thanks to FHN 

Hospice- Nurse Mark & Social Worker, Kris.
The family of Clyde Pohl

Janice, Penny & family, Judy & family, 
Lynette & family 446338

If you see Janice Broshous on November 16, wish her 
a Happy 80th Birthday or make her day by sending 
a card to 202 S. Stockton Rd., Stockton, IL 61085

446612

Obituaries
Heinz Albert 
zueger

 Heinz Albert Zueger, age 
91, of Stockton, IL passed 
away Saturday, Oct. 28, 2023, 
at home. He was born in Hag-
genschwil, Switzerland on 
Oct. 18, 1932, to the late An-
ton and Paula Sager Zueger. 
He was the second eldest of 
ten children. Heinz came to 
the United States on Oct. 1, 
1953, not knowing a word of 
English to see what America 
had to offer.

 Heinz was a butcher by 
trade and soon went to work 
at a butcher shop in Juda, WI.  
It didn’t take long for Heinz 
to find that America had 
much to offer when he met 
his one true love, Irma Anita 
Jenatsch, on Sept. 10, 1955, at 
Cheese Days in Monroe, WI. 
It was a quick love affair, and 
they were married on Jan. 12, 
1956, in Haggenschwil, Swit-
zerland. 

 After returning from their 
honeymoon, Heinz and Irma 
settled in Stockton, IL where 
he purchased the Stockton 
Processing Plant.  Over the 
next several years, this busi-
ness empire on the southside 
of Stockton grew to include 
a carwash, the “infamous” 
Zueger chicken house, and a 
family home on the hill that 
he and Irma lived in for over 
50 years.  Heinz purchased a 
farm south of Stockton; this 
farm over the years would 
have dairy cows, hogs and 
then finally beef cattle.  At 
the same time, Heinz sold 
seed corn and fertilizer for 
Rath Feed in a small building 
on their property which was 
later expanded when Heinz 
went into the egg business 
and Apple Canyon Egg Farm 
was formed. In the early 90’s, 
the egg plant was converted 
from a grading egg operation 
to breaking eggs which lasted 
for 20 years. Heinz had be-
come quite the entrepreneur.

 Heinz served a term on the 
Stockton Village Board; he 
had been a member of Holy 
Cross Catholic Church for 
over 60 years and was a mem-
ber of Rath Feed Bowling 
Team for several years. Heinz 
found a passion with race-

horses and 
p u r c h a s e d 
two, naming 
them Heinz’s 
Baby and the 
second Zu-
eggy Zoo.  
In his retire-
ment years 
he enjoyed 

following the stock market.
 Together Heinz and Irma 

raised their five children. 
Once their children were 
grown, Irma and Heinz spent 
over 20 years wintering in 
Palm Springs, CA and travel-
ing to Switzerland each year 
to visit family and friends. 
They loved to dance and be-
longed to Ballroom dance 
club in Rockford for many 
years.  During their retire-
ment, they enjoyed travels to 
Australia, St. Petersburg, Rus-
sia, Italy, Panama, Costa Rica, 
Mexico, Canada, as well as 
many destinations around the 
U.S. 

 He was preceded in death 
by the love of his life Irma, his 
parents and three brothers. He 
is survived by two daughters 
Susanne (Dennis) Young of 
Stockton, Cynthia Broshous 
of Waukee, IA, three sons 
William (Dixie) of Stockton, 
Daniel (Becky) Davis, IL, 
Timothy (Lori) of Stockton 
IL, nine grandchildren Erika, 
Andy, Emily, Myles, Melissa, 
Kenzie, Alex, Hilary, Krista, 
18 great grandchildren with 
a 19th due to arrive in Febru-
ary 2024, very special cous-
in Erwin (Laurie) Zueger of 
Stockton, two brothers and 
four sisters all of Switzerland.  
The family would also like to 
express a special thank you to 
his caregivers, Diane, Alma, 
Dovile, and Jurgita. 

 The Christian burial ser-
vice was held on Saturday, 
Nov. 4, 2023, at Holy Cross 
Catholic Church in Stockton. 
A visitation was at the church 
on Friday, Nov. 3, 2023. Me-
morial funds have been estab-
lished with FHN Hospice and 
Stockton Ambulance Service. 
A private family burial will 
take place at a later date. Con-
dolences may be shared at 
www.hermannfuneralhome.
com.

JAnet Stocker
 Janet Lee (Collin) Stocker, 

71, of Lena IL, passed away 
peacefully on Oct. 30, 2023, 
with her daughters by her side.  
Jan was born April 11, 1952, 
to Emmerson and Dorothy 
(Posey) Collin.  She was the 
youngest in her family and lived 
in Dakota with her parents and 
three brothers until they moved 
to Stockton while Jan was in her 
sophomore year of high school.  
She loved caring for the family 
dachshunds, horses, and goat.  
She had fun telling the story of 
when her goat, Tammy, “acci-
dentally” climbed on the school 
bus with her one day and they 
had to let her out the emergency 
exit!  Jan also loved riding hors-
es.  When she was older, she 
would ride them in parades and 
trail rides with her mother.

 Jan had two daughters, Mi-
chelle (aka Missy) and Valleri 
(aka Jo).  She loved being a 
mother and grandmother more 
than anything.  She adored her 
grandchildren and played right 
along with whatever game or 
themed birthday party they had.  
Jan could make a microphone 
out of any hairbrush and sing 
along with Elvis or Juice New-
ton while breaking out her im-
pressive dance moves!  

Jan had a soft heart; she was 
intuitive to how people were 
feeling and genuinely cared 
deeply for others, including an-
imals.  She loved having long 
conversations with friends and 
family on the phone.  Jan was 

a private 
person, so 
she didn’t 
enjoy the 
large crowds 
found at a 
church, but 
she shared 
her Christian 
faith with 

those close to her.  
Jan took pride in her home 

and landscaped yard and tended 
to both meticulously.  She was 
inquisitive and independent.  
She creatively solved problems 
with her house before she called 
on a friendly neighbor or a pro-
fessional for help.  Jan lived in 
her home in Lena for almost 40 
years. 

 Jan will be fondly remem-
bered and greatly missed by 
her family, Michelle (Steve) 
Wegner of Greendale, WI and 
Val (John) Hanson of Dakota; 
grandchildren, Danielle and 
Nathaniel Wegner and Alli and 
Logan Hanson; her mother and 
step-father, Dorothy and Bill 
Holland of Stockton; and her 
siblings, Ken (Jill) Collin of 
Freeport, Gene (Anju) Collin 
of Sugar Grove and Vern Collin 
of Rock City, as well as many 
other extended family mem-
bers.  Jan was preceded in death 
by her father and sister-in-law, 
Sandy Schneider.

 A celebration of Jan’s life 
will be held at The Rafters in 
Lena with an Open House on 
Nov. 19, 2023, from 1 p.m. to  4 
p.m.

JASon SeverSon 
 Jason Lee Severson age 

45, of Warren, IL passed away 
peacefully with family by 
his side on Tuesday, Oct. 31, 
2023, in Darlington, WI.  He 
was born on June 5, 1978, in 
Freeport, IL and shortly after 
adopted by Edner and June 
(Vance) Severson.  He attend-
ed Freeport School when he 
was younger but graduated 
Warren High School in 1997.

 Jason was an avid sports 
fan. He would cheer on the 
Packers, Badgers, Brewers, 
Bulls and White Sox and 
loved watching wrestling 
matches. He enjoyed playing 
poker with friends and family 
and spending time outside. He 
attended Crossroads Commu-
nity Church for many years 
and recently started watching 
services online. He had a deep 
love for his family.

 He is survived by four sib-
lings: Bonnie Wolff of Roch-
ester, MN; Mark (Peggy) Sev-
erson of Apple River, IL; Ani-
ta Dauen of Warren, IL; Chris 
(Rick) Vick of Orangeville, 
IL; 14 nieces and nephews; 23 

great nieces 
and neph-
ews; numer-
ous aunts 
and uncles 
as well as 
some special 
friends and 
caregivers- 
S t e p h a n i e 

McKinstrey, Sandy Bemus, 
and Connie Maupin.   Jason is 
preceded in death by his par-
ents, grandparents, and sev-
eral aunts and uncles. Sports 
team apparel is welcome to 
wear per Jason’s request.

 A funeral was held on 
Saturday, Nov. 4, 2023, at 
the Bartell- Leamon Funeral 
Home in Warren IL, with a 
visitation until time of ser-
vice.  A luncheon was held 
after the service at the Warren 
Community building.  Pastor 
Dennis Perger officiated the 
services.  Cremation rites to 
be accorded.  Burial will take 
place at a later date.  A memo-
rial has been established in his 
memory.  Condolences may 
be sent to the family at www.
leamonfh.com.

JoAnne StrobeHn
 Joanne Strobehn, age 82 

of Lena, passed away peace-
fully at her home surrounded 
by family on Saturday, Oct. 
28, 2023. Joanne was born on 
April 26, 1941, in Chicago, IL, 
to George and Grace (Werdell) 
Schreier. She married George 
Strobehn on Jan. 23, 1960, in 
Chicago, IL.  George and Jo-
anne moved to Simi Valley, CA 
where Joanne raised her family 
and was a carrier supervisor for 
the Enterprise newspaper for 
many years.  After retirement 
they moved to Lena in 2006.

 She had a love for both cats 
and dogs and rescued Golden 
Retrievers for many years. Her 
hobbies included both quilting 
and sewing and she was an avid 
Chicago Cubs Fan.  Making 
Christmas cookies was always 
one of her favorite family tradi-
tions.  Her great-grandchildren 
were the most special to her. 

 Joanne is survived by her 

d a u g h -
ter Gale 
Strobehn of 
Lena; son 
Dan (Kar-
en) Strobehn 
of Garden 
Grove, CA; 
10 grand-
children; 4 

great-grandchildren; sister- 
Georgette Schreier of Winslow, 
IL; 3 sisters-in-law- Pat Polizzi, 
Diane (Bob) Schutz, and Janet 
(Dave) Balenski.  She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents; 
husband George; son Timo-
thy; sister Teresa Schreier; 2 
brothers-in-law Tom and John 
Strobehn; 2 sisters-in-law - Jo-
anne Beam and Carol Lara.

 A Private Family Celebra-
tion of Life to be held.  Inter-
ment will take place at the Lena 
Burial Park. A memorial has 
been established in her name.  
Condolences may be sent to the 
family at www.leamonfh.com.

Merton HollAnd
 Merton G. Holland age 82, 

of Lena passed away on Tues-
day, Oct. 31, 2023, at SSM 
Health Monroe Hospital. He 
was born on Oct. 7, 1941, in 
Jo Daviess County, the son of 
Paul and Lola (Bunker) Hol-
land. Shortly after graduating 
High School, he got a job with 
Gantts where he met Sharon 
Koch. Sharon and Merton 
were married on Aug. 12, 
1962, at Lena United Meth-
odist Church. Merton was 
employed at Kelly Springfield 
for 37 years, where he held 
various positions throughout 
his time there.  

 In his younger years, Mert 
enjoyed bowling and going 
out dancing with his wife 
Sharon. He also enjoyed 
camping and traveling with 
his family and friends. Motor-
cycling was something him 
and Sharon did together and 
with friends. In retirement 
years they enjoyed summers 
at Apple Canyon Lake camp-
ing, boating, and fishing and 
winters in Florida with his 
brothers.  Most of all Mert 
loved spending time with his 
grandchildren.

He is sur-
vived by his 
two chil-
dren Robert 
Holland of 
Freeport, IL, 
and Barba-
ra (Heath) 
H a r b a c h 
of Warren, 

IL; seven grandchildren- 
Kaylene (Zach) Borgmann, 
Chase (Johanna) Holland, 
Blake Holland, Shane (Sar-
ah) Harbach, Cody (Danesa) 
Harbach, Chelsea (Melissa 
Goodwin) Harbach, Analiesa 
Harbach; ten great-grandchil-
dren with two more on the 
way; two siblings- Haldean 
(Lyn) Holland and Malinda 
Bolen; numerous nieces and 
nephews.  Merton was pre-
ceded in death by his parents; 
wife Sharon; three siblings- 
Roumaine Holland, Waynette 
(Jim) Costello, and Madalene 
in infancy.  

 A private family service 
will be held. Burial will take 
place at Lena Burial Park. 
A memorial has been estab-
lished in his name.  Condo-
lences may be sent to the fam-
ily at www.Leamonfh.com.
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BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!
10% MORE for 

jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mint Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver
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www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor
.

640 W South St 4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

Member SIPC

Tap into the benefits that CDs bring

Bank-issued, 

FDIC-insured

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 10/31/23. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-
issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per 
depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please 
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to 
availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest 
rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can 
lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal 
may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution 
of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are 
issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the 
Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

1-year5.45%
APY*

446474

Midge engelkens
 Midge A. Engelkens, 83, of 

Orangeville, IL passed away 
on Thursday, Nov. 2, 2023, 
with her family by her side, at 
Pearl Pavilion in Freeport, IL. 
She was born on Jan. 25, 1940, 
in Freeport, IL to Lyle and 
Mary Evelyn (Klontz) Meyers.  
Midge attended a one room 
schoolhouse through 8th grade, 
she then attended and graduat-
ed from Freeport High School.  
She was also a graduate of 
Freeport Memorial School of 
Nursing. Midge married Don-
ald Engelkens on July 2, 1961.  

 Midge started her nursing 
career at Freeport Memorial 
Hospital.  She took a break 
from nursing to farm along-
side her husband Don and raise 
their four children.  Midge then 
went to work for the Visiting 
Nurses Association.  From 
there, she worked at St. Clare 
in Monroe, where she ended 
her hospital career in the OB 
and Women’s Health depart-
ments, retiring in 2005. Nurs-
ing was Midge’s passion.  

 She was an excellent seam-
stress.  Midge made wedding 
gowns and prom dresses, 
mended anything and every-
thing, and sewed for Barbara 

Buck. Her 
faith was 
very import-
ant to Midge.  
She was very 
active in 
her church 
community, 
serving as a 
member of 

the Cedarville and Orangeville 
United Methodist congrega-
tions. 

 Family was everything to 
Midge.  She loved her friends 
and her family.  Her humor 
was the best.  She was the 
happiest whenever her fami-
ly was with her, often telling 
family members, “That was a 
great day” after the last family 
member would leave.  Don and 
Midge also enjoyed camping.

 Midge is survived by her 
husband Don of Orangeville, 
children; Theresa Shuman of 
Orangeville, Matthew (Kara 
Christensen) Engelkens of 
Orangeville, and Mary (Arun) 
Bhardwaj of Algonquin, son-
in-law Dave Sweet of South 
Beloit, IL, grandchildren; 
Shelby Shuman, Bethany (Wil-
liam) Murphy, Justin (Sammi 
Powers) Engelkens, Courtney 
Fiene, Caitlin (Matt Sanders) 

Fiene, Brogan Engelkens, Cole 
Bhardwaj, Camden Bhardwaj, 
great-grandchildren; Emma 
Dionne, and Briggs Engelkens, 
Harlow Sanders, Kailey Sand-
ers, Kaleb Sanders, Isaiah 
Stansberry, step-sister Sher-
rill Schramm, step-brothers 
Mark (Pat) Rodebaugh and 
Steve (Nancy) Rodebaugh, 
and her “Sciota Sisters”.  She 
was preceded in death by her 
parents, stepmother Elizabeth 
Meyers, son Todd Engelkens, 
sisters; Pat Meyers and Linda 
Christenson, stepsister Sandy 
Messinger, and her step-broth-
er Jim Rodebaugh.

 Funeral services will be 
held at 10:30 a.m. on Friday, 
Nov. 10, 2023, at the Oran-
geville United Methodist 
Church in Orangeville, IL. A 
visitation will be from 4 p.m.  
until 7 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 
9, 2023, at the Orangeville 
United Methodist Church in 
Orangeville, IL. Burial will be 
at Chapel Hill Memorial Gar-
dens in Freeport, IL. Pastor 
Roger Bronkema will officiate 
the services. A Memorial has 
been established in her memo-
ry. Condolences may be sent to 
the family at www.leamonfh.
com.

Wendy Broge
 Wendy Lee Broge, age 

61, of Orangeville, IL passed 
away peacefully with her 
family by her side on Mon-
day, Oct. 30, 2023, at SSM 
St. Mary’s in Madison, WI. 
She was born on Aug. 19, 
1962, in Freeport, IL to Paul 
and Bonnie (Smythe) Viel. 
She was a 1980 graduate of 
Lena-Winslow High School 
where she participated in 
various activities and had 
numerous awards such as 
French Club, Art, Math Con-
tests, Prom Committee, SAE, 
SACC, Health Occupations 
Student Organization Presi-
dent and Outstanding student 
for Health Care, and Panthera 
Staff. 

 Wendy met the love of her 
life, Dale Broge, her senior 
year, and much to the dismay 
of her mother and teachers 
they dated. They went on to 
get married Aug. 14, 1982, 
at St. Ann’s in Warren, IL. 
After they got married, they 
spent the next few years trav-
eling and living life together. 
In 1987 they had started their 
own little family with the 
birth of their first son Kyle 
Matthew in Monroe, WI. 
They completed their family 
with son Jacob Cole in No-
vember 1990.

 Wendy loved cooking and 
trying new recipes for friends 
and family to taste test. If you 
knew her, you know Wendy 
would never deviate from the 
recipe. She would often come 
home from work with new 
recipes to try.  On Sundays she 
would bake goodies for her 
family and Pomp’s family to 
enjoy for the following week. 

E v e r y o n e 
would look 
forward to 
the deli-
cious good-
ies. When 
she wasn’t 
cooking or 
baking you 
would find 

her in front of the TV either 
watching her beloved Denver 
Broncos, crime dramas, Judge 
Judy, and health care dramas 
or taking care of, cuddling 
with, walking, and spoiling 
their little face-licker, Muffy.

 She is survived by her 
husband Dale Broge; two 
children- Kyle (Shrea Saha) 
Broge of Denver, Jacob (Ni-
cole) Broge of Oakland, FL; 
4 grandchildren- Elyas and 
Nathan, Cecilia, and Ava; 
mother- Bonnie Smythe; 
Aunt- Gloria (Kevin) Harms; 
Uncle- Roger (Barb) Viel; 
numerous cousins, in-laws, 
extended family, and friends.  
Wendy is preceded in death 
by her father-Paul Viel; broth-
er-Scott Viel; stepmother- 
Judy Viel and stepfather- Da-
vid Smythe. 

 A visitation will take place 

on Wednesday, Nov. 8, 2023, 
from from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
at Leamons Funeral Home in 
Lena, IL.  A funeral mass will 
be held on Thursday, Nov. 9, 
2023, at 11 a.m. at St. Thomas 
Aquanis Church in Freeport, 
IL. Father Peter Snieg will be 
officiating the services. Burial 
will take place at Chapel Hill 
Memorial Gardens in Free-
port, IL.

 In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily would ask for donations 
to be made to the food pantry 
that Wendy loved giving to, 
Freeport Area Church Coop-
erative at facc-freeport.org 
Condolences may be sent to 
the family at www.leamonfh.
com,

Obituaries

submitted Photo Rock Valley Publishing

Celebrating 50 years
 Ron and Karen (Eden) Bremmer were married on Nov. 17, 1973, at St. John’s Lu-
theran Church in Pearl City. In celebration of their 50th anniversary, they took their 
three children, two daughters-in-laws and seven grandchildren on a memorable Alas-
kan Cruise this past summer.  Congratulations Ron and Karen!
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FREELANCE REPORTERS
AND PHOTOGRAPHERS

NEEDED
Rock Valley Publishing is seeking freelance 
reporters and photographers to produce 
local news and photos for your hometown 
newspaper. Weekly stories and photos 
needed for Jo Daviess and Stephenson 
Counties. Writing and reporting experience 
a plus. Work from home as an independent 
contractor with no in-office requirement.

PLEASE EMAIL RESUME TO:
scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com

OpiniOn

 The McConnell American 
Legion Auxiliary would like 
to give a huge thank you for 
the overwhelming generosity 
of so many wonderful peo-
ple living in our northwest-
ern corridor. Because of the 
generous giving, we packed 
74 boxes for our troops. This 
fourth annual care package 
drive was very successful.

 The bake sale and cash do-
nations were a huge success 
with the troop packages. The 

success of this is due to every-
one’s generosity in donations. 
Volunteers are unpaid not be-
cause they are worthless but 
because they are priceless. 
Our local community thanks 
and has sincere gratitude for 
those defending our freedom 
nationally and internationally. 
Anyone interested in joining, 
please contact The McCon-
nell American Legion Auxil-
iary Unit 1225 at mcconnel-
lauxiliary@gmail.com.

Transforming pretrial justice for 
people, systems and communities

Editor’s note: The opinions 
expressed in this op-ed are 
that of the author’s.
By Alison Shames

During the week of Oct. 
22-Oct. 28, we marked the 
first 30 days of the Pretrial 
Fairness Act, which is 
transforming pretrial justice 
in Illinois.

When the law was enacted 
one month ago, it made 
history by eliminating money 
bonds. Instead of the arbitrary 

practice of wealth-based 
detention, Illinois put in place 
sensible legal standards for 
intentional pretrial release and 
detention decisions based on 
the law and evidence. 

Plenty of work still 
lies ahead, but we should 
acknowledge those whose 
efforts during the past two 
years helped ensure that 
the implementation of 
the law would positively 
impact people, systems, and 

communities. 
More than 100 people 

throughout the state 
participated in the Pretrial 
Implementation Task Force. 
They represented law 
enforcement, courts, state’s 
attorneys, public defenders, 
pretrial services, victims’/
survivors’ rights advocates, 
and other community and 
justice system stakeholder 
groups—and dedicated 
countless hours to lay the 
groundwork for the law’s 
success. 

While the state’s 
elimination of financial 
release conditions has 
generated the most attention, 
the Pretrial Fairness 
Act upended decades of 
questionable practices and 
operations. But what is 

remarkable about the law 
—especially regarding its 
potential impact nationwide—
is that it reconnected pretrial 
practices with foundational 
American legal principles. 

More than 30 years ago, 
the U.S. Supreme Court was 
unequivocal in declaring that 
“In our society, liberty is the 
norm, and detention prior to 
trial or without trial is the 
carefully limited exception.” 

But this explicit statement 
was overlooked during 
decades of outdated practices, 
including the default setting 
of financial conditions of 
release (commonly referred to 
as “money bond”), which led 
to pretrial decisions that were 
neither careful nor limited. 

If trees could 
talk: Part 1

This is the first of a two-
part column. Because trees 
not only require but deserve 
two parts of our attention. 

Magestic. Beautiful. 
Larger than life. Strong. 
All-knowing. All-seeing. 
Reaching skyward. Extending 
downward. Life-providing. 
Life sustaining. Simple. 
Complex. Miraculous. Useful. 
Worthy. Alive.

Silent.
Trees.
Trees don’t fight traffic 

or scramble in the morning 
hoping not to be late to work. 
They don’t ever cross the 
street or engage in friendly 
gossip. They don’t cross the 
street because they don’t 
move (at least not on their 
own). They don’t gossip 
because they don’t talk.

If only trees could talk. 
Think of the stories they 
could tell. 

I lived in a small town for 
20-plus years. My husband 
and I raised our children 
there. Our house was built 
in 1920—as were many of 
the houses—because the 
entire town, or nearly so, was 
destroyed by the great fire of 
1918.

It was a series of 
unfortunate events that started 
with a spark from a train that 
landed on grass and foliage 
near the tracks. It had been 
an extremely dry summer, 
making the land ripe for 
ignition. High winds and low 
humidity contributed to the 
perfect storm. 

People fled. Many lost their 
lives. Even more lost their 
homes. 

But not every home was 
lost. For decades I thought 
the entire town burned 
down in 1918, but I recently 

learned a small few survived. 
Homeowners sprayed water 
on roofs in hopes of avoiding 
personal catastrophe.

And sometimes it 
worked—as it did in the 
case of 758 Lilac Street (not 
the real address.) Recently, 
someone posted on social 
media that they used to live 
at this address and it was one 
of a handful of homes that 
survived the Big Fire.

Imagine my surprise. This 
is my daughter’s current 
address. 

She confirmed the 
information. Her house was 
built in 1910—pre-fire.

That got me to thinking. If 
walls could talk. If trees could 
talk. Think of the plethora of 
information they could pass 
on. What would they say?

The trees that built my 
daughter’s house - that 
continue to support it even 
100 years after the great 
fire, started their lifetimes 
long, long before 1918. They 
started as seedlings likely 
in the the mid-1800s, if not 
before. 

In human terms they’ve 
witnessed roughly seven 
generations (give or take) of 
our own (so very) important 
lives. That means my 
daughter’s great, great, great, 
great grandparents could have 
planted the trees that serve as 
the backbone of her house. 

By
Jill
Pertler
Columnist

Slices of life

Guidelines for writing, 
submitting a letter to the editor

 Rock Valley Publishing encourages readers to reach 
out to the community by writing a letter to the editor. 

 Letters are limited to 500 words. Authors must 
include their first and last name, the city or village 
in which they reside, and a phone number and email 
address where they can be reached in case of questions. 

Send letters to: scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
Letter-writers will be limited to one letter per 

month except for locally elected officials, or individuals 
specifically associated with local village governments or 
entities such as school districts, park districts or library 
districts.

 No letters directed to a third party will be accepted for 
publication.

 We reserve the right to edit a letter for reasons of 
clarity, space restrictions and libel. 

Letter to the editor

In my opinion

See TreeS, Page 23

See juSTice, Page 23
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0820-519HC_28988-10/9/2023

Farm and crop insurance policies issued by COUNTRY 
Mutual Insurance Company®, Bloomington, Illinois, 
an equal opportunity provider.

Stacey Block
202 S Schuyler 
Po Box 669 
Lena, IL 61048-0669 
www.countryfinancial.com/stacey.block 
stacey.block@countryfinancial.com 
(815)369-4581

445553

For

To all who have served
Or have given their life.

We honor and thank you
For your great sacrifice.

Our Nation

Leamon Funeral Homes
Lena   Orangeville   Warren 

815-369-4512

Our 
thoughts 
are with 
you on

this 
Veteran’s 

Day

427959

God Is Love
Schapville Zion 

Presbyterian Church

635  E. Schapville Road
Elizabeth, IL 61028

www.schapvillezion.org

Celebrate God’s Love at
10:00 a.m. worship

64751

635 E. Schapville Rd.
Elizabeth, IL 61028

www.schapvillezion.org
815-845-2272

395526

Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church

 All are invited to worship 
at Good Shepherd Luther-
an Church, 118 E. Mason St. 
Lena, IL for Sunday worship 
on Nov. 12 at 9:30 a.m. This 
will be the 24th Sunday after 
Pentecost. The reading will be 
from Matthew 25:1-13.

 On Wednesday, Nov. 15 
Peace Corps Quilting group 
will meet from 8 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. No quilting experience is 
necessary.  

 All services will be re-
corded and available on the 
church’s Facebook page and 
website. Please visit http://
goodshepherdlena.org/ or and 
Facebook https://www.face-
book.com/GSLCLenaIL for 
more information. Please con-
tact the church office at 815-
369-5552 with any questions. 

St. John’s Lutheran 
Church 

 St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
Pearl City will celebrate the 
twenty-third Sunday after Pen-
tecost on Sunday, Nov. 12 at 9 
a.m. 

 The November Grace Meal 
is Nov. 19 and will include 
turkey, dressing, sweet pota-
toes, green beans, cranberry, 
and dessert.  Reservations are 
due to the church office by 5 
p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 16.  A 
major source of funds for the 
meal comes from a generous 
grant from the Foundation of 
Northwest Illinois.

 The Healthy Wolves group 
will be packing backpacks on 
Thursday, Nov. 9 at 3 p.m.  
If interested in donating to 
this ministry, reach out to the 
church office for more infor-
mation.  

 The Social Ministry Com-
mittee has started the Harvest 
Home Collection. This is a 
collection of food items for 
the Pearl City Food Pantry.  
This collection will continue 
through Nov. 12.  Monetary 
donations are accepted as well.

 St. John’s Lutheran Church 
of Pearl City is an ELCA par-
ish and is located at 229 First 
St. in Pearl City.  We are hand-
icapped accessible. To contact 
the pastor or church please call 
815-443-2215.

Church newsMid-season turnaround boosts pumpkin production
By Daniel Grant
FarmWeek

Results of pumpkin harvest so far in 
Illinois, the nation’s leading producer 
of canned pumpkins, point to an ample 
supply of the fall and holiday favorite.

This, despite drought conditions 
in May and June that returned to 
many areas in August and threatened 
both the commercial and ornamental 
pumpkin crops in many areas of the 
state.

“With the drought we were in, 
we were a week or two from losing 
a lot (of the pumpkin crop),” John 
Ackerman, owner/operator of 
Ackerman Family Farms in Morton, 
told FarmWeek. “But we got rain 
in late June, and it made all the 
difference. We feel very blessed.”

Ackerman grew about 160 varieties 
of ornamental pumpkins this year. 
He also previously raised canning 
pumpkins.

“We are having a good harvest,” he 
said. “A few varieties didn’t handle 
the drought well, but the vast majority 
came in above expectations.”

David Uhlman, a farmer from 
Tremont, grew food-grade pumpkins 
this season under contract for Nestle 
Libby’s in Morton. The company’s 
plant in Morton, the “pumpkin 
capital of the world,” produces about 

85 percent of canned pumpkins 
nationwide each year.

“Overall, for the hot weather and 
lack of rain, we’ve got a lot to be 
thankful for. There are many blessings 
out here,” Uhlman told FarmWeek. 
“We had a couple fields (of 
commercial pumpkins). The rain made 
a difference this year in the tonnage of 
pumpkins harvested.”

One of Uhlman’s pumpkin fields 
averaged about 21.5 tons per acre 
while another that received more 
timely showers made about 32 tons 
per acre.

“I’m pretty pleased. Good weather 
continues for harvest, so a lot (of the 
pumpkin crop) is harvested already,” 
he said.

All pumpkins produced by Nestle 
Libby’s, including the Dickinson 
pumpkin variety Libby’s special seed 
were bred from, are a variety of squash 
belonging to the Cucurbitaceae family 
or gourd family (which also includes 
melons and cucumbers), according to 
the company’s website.

Libby’s famously uses nothing but 
100 percent pumpkin in its canned 
products that appear on grocery 
shelves across the nation.

“I’ve heard the yields are average to 
slightly above average (for the lighter-
colored, food-grade pumpkins, not to 

be confused with ornamental varieties 
or Jack-o-lanterns),” Ackerman said.

“Pumpkins like it dry and, even 
though it was exceptionally dry, 
some spots caught very timely rains,” 
he continued. “I’ve heard of no 
processing pumpkin fields that are a 
disaster.”

Elsewhere, Steve Buxton, who runs 
Buxton’s Garden Farm & Flower Shop 
near Sullivan with his wife, Paula, 
also reported quality crops of both 
ornamental and processing pumpkins 
in his area.

“Commercial and ornamental 
pumpkins look excellent,” Buxton 
said. “I know there are some areas that 
didn’t have good luck with pumpkins. 
But we got rain late and sometimes 
pumpkins respond to that.”

The market helps distribute 
ornamental pumpkins around the state 
as farmers who have a bountiful crop 
often sell a portion of it to farmers and 
markets in areas that experienced a 
short crop. Most pumpkin farms and 
local markets, therefore, should have 
an ample supply this season.

This story was distributed through 
a cooperative project between Illinois 
Farm Bureau and the Illinois Press 
Association. For more food and 
farming news, visit FarmWeekNow.
com.

Harvest Happenings 
Craft Show

 Harvest Happenings Craft 
Show at Dakota UMC, 120 
S. Church St., Dakota will be 
held Friday, Nov. 10 from 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday, 
Nov. 11 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
A lunch stand will be offered 
on both days.

Veterans’ Pantry in need 
of items

 Items listed below are 
needed for the Veterans’ Pan-
try in Freeport.  The support 
of the community has been 
tremendous, and we are grate-
ful for the support.

Shaving Cream, Mouth 
Wash, Wash cloths, Hand 
towels, Bath towels, Laundry 
soap, Dish soap, Paper tow-
els, Toilet tissue, Hand can 
openers, After shave, Crest 
toothpaste, Men’s deodorant, 
Women’s deodorant, Socks, 
Body wash, Body Lotion, 
Warm gloves, hats, and coats 
for the winter

SSM Health Monroe Eye 
Care hosting Eyeglass 
Collection Drive

 Donate your used eyeglass-
es to SSM Health Monroe 
Eye Care’s Eyeglass Collec-
tion Drive happening through 
Nov. 13.  Eyeglasses can be 
dropped off at SSM Health 
Monroe Eye Care in Monroe 
and Freeport or at any SSM 
Health Monroe Clinic Med-
ical Group location.   Dona-
tions go to the Lion’s Cub to 
help offer the gift of sight to 
those in need. 

Stockton American 
Legion Cheese Sale

 Stockton American Legion 
Post 449 will be taking or-
ders for one-pound Torkelson 
Cheese bricks during Novem-
ber. This fund raiser will have 
the following cheeses for sale: 
Brick, Munster, Mild Ched-
dar, Sharp Cheddar, Baby 
Swiss, Swiss, Apple Jack and 
Pepper Jack. Legion members 
will take orders on the at the 
Post home on Saturday, Nov. 
11 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., 
Wednesday, Nov. 15 from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m., and Saturday 
Nov. 18 from 10 a.m. to 12 
p.m.

 Payment is required when 
the order is placed. The order 
pick up is Saturday, Dec. 9 at 
the Post home on Front Street 
across from the fire station 
from 12p.m. to 3 p.m.

Highland Community 
College Global 
Task Force 
presents ‘Humanities 
and Cultural Panel’

 The Highland Global Task 
Force hosts the program “Hu-
manities and Cultural Panel” 
at 6 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 16 
via Zoom™. Join the High-
land Global Taskforce Com-
mittee for a panel discussion 
on humanities, social justice, 
human rights and culture 
through the lens of history, 
business, languages, social 
sciences, pedagogy, theatre 
and literature. The program 
is free. For the Zoom link vis-
it highland.edu/events.

Blackhawk Unit of Home 
Extension meeting

 The November meeting of 
Blackhawk Unit of Home Ex-
tension will be held on Thurs-
day, Nov. 16, 2023, at 1 p.m. 
at the Pearl City Library.  Roll 
call will be, “What is your 

favorite soup?”. The major 
lesson, Bone Broth-Best Ever 
Broth, will be given by Col-
leen Brown.  Final plans will 
be made for the Christmas 
meeting.  Anyone is welcome 
to attend.

News briefs
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Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE, rvpnews.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

392651

446208

HARVEST
BAZAAR

Saturday, November 11
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

ORANGEVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
111 East Street • Orangeville, IL

LUNCHEON 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Frozen Mincemeat, Rugs, Baked Goods,

Pickles & Many More Miscellaneous Items

sponsored by the methodist women

submitted Photo Rock Valley Publishing

Little Blackhawks
 Pictured are this week’s Little Blackhawks. These students have been recog-
nized by their teachers for their great behavior and excellent work.  Congratula-

tions for continuing to do great things at school!

 Stockton Heritage Muse-
um will host a talk by War-
ren Dixon detailing the busi-
nesses along Highway 20 
through the northern edge of 
Stockton from 1891 to 2023.  
The presentation, “Stockton 
Highway 20 – Our Second 
Main Street,” will take place 
on Sunday, Nov. 12, 2023, at 
the Stockton Heritage Muse-
um, 107 West Front Street, 
Stockton, IL. The Stockton 
Heritage Museum’s Annu-
al Meeting will take place 
the same day, beginning at 

2 p.m., and the presentation 
will follow immediately af-
ter.

 In 1891 Ladies Union 
Cemetery was organized and 
located along the south side 
of Highway 20, and the east-
ern edge of Stockton. As the 
Village grew and prospered, 
many businesses established 
roots along both sides of 
Highway 20 through town. 
Ladies Union Cemetery 
has been the one constant 
throughout the 132-year 
time period. Warren will 
take the audience through 
the timeline of which busi-
nesses were located where 
and for how long.  

 A native of northwest 
Illinois and a graduate of 
Stockton high school Class 
of 1964, Warren graduated 
from Northern Illinois Uni-
versity and obtained a CPA 
certificate in 1970. He retired 
after working as an accoun-
tant in the agriculture field. 
Warren and his wife Dianne, 
also a Stockton native, are 
now living in Stockton after 
residing in various Midwest 
locations for 30 years. 

 The event is free and 
open to all audiences. For 
more information, please 
visit  www.stocktonheri-
tagemuseum.org, Facebook: 
Stockton-Heritage-Muse-
um-309324911534, email 
infto@stocktonheritagemu-
seum.org, or leave a mes-
sage at 815-947-2220.

submitted Photo Rock Valley Publishing

 On Sunday, Nov. 12 Warren Dixon will host the presen-
tation “Stockton Highway 20 – Our Second Main Street” 
at the Stockton Heritage Museum.  Warren is a veter-
an having served in the US Army stationed in Germany 
from 1970 to 1972. Warren was assigned to the account-
ing headquarters of MATCOM (Material Command-Eu-
rope) where he utilized his accounting and computer 
background. Warren is the Secretary and Historian for 
the Stockton Veterans Memorial committee. He was in-
strumental in coordinating the collection, organization 
and ongoing maintenance of database information re-
corded for over 1,700 Veterans from the Greater Stock-
ton Area. All of these names appear on the Stockton Vet-
erans Memorial located along Highway 20 in Stockton.

Stockton Heritage Museum to host ‘Stockton 
Highway 20 – Our Second Main Street’ presentation
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who have sent a donation to 
help underwrite the Scoop 

Today/Shopper’s Guide. For 
those of you who haven’t 

done so in the past year, but 
enjoy this newspaper and 

would like to help us pay for 
its operation, please send a 
donation in any amount to:

240 W. Main Street, Suite B • Lena, IL • 61048
If you thInk youR nEWSPAPER IS WoRth

50¢ an issue, it would be $26.00; 75¢ an issue - $39.00 
or $1 an issue - $52.00

You won’t get a Scoop/Shopper’s Guide tote bag, an Apple gift card, or a 
discount on an extended car warranty. But you will get the satisfaction of 

knowing that you have helped support your favorite newspaper.

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

Phone______________________________

__ Please keep my
     paper coming: 437477

the Scoop Today Shopper’s Guide
READERS

Around the Northern Hills
 Did you know that you 

don’t need to be a farmer to 
be a farm bureau member? 
Give me a call at the office 
and I can tell you how you 
can become a member. You 
will be able to take advantage 
of the many membership 
benefits that Illinois Farm 
Bureau and Jo Daviess 
County Farm Bureau has to 
offer.

 Would you like to keep 
up to date on the happenings 
at the JDCFB? Sign up for 
our newsletter. I promise we 
won’t fill up your email inbox 
with too many emails - only 
a few a year with information 
about upcoming programs, 
member benefits and such. If 
you would like to sign up, just 
email me your email address 
so we have it in our system.

Freezer meals are back! 

 If you would like to order, 
visit our website at www.
jodaviesscfb.com. You can 
print an order form and send 
us a check or pay online using 
your PayPal account. Orders 
are due to our office Thursday, 
Nov 30. These are single 
serving sizes so it would make 

a great gift for grandparents, 
college students, and more. 
This a fundraiser for Ag-In-
the-Classroom! The cost is 
$90 for 10 single-serve meals 
that include two of each of the 
following:

Chicken and Biscuits
Lasagna
Pulled Pork Loaded Potato
Pork Loin with Potato and 

Veggie
Bacon Ranch Pasta

Pick up for the meals is set 
for Dec. 19 from 2:30 p.m. to 
5:30 p.m. on the main level 
of the farm bureau building in 

Elizabeth.

Family Farm signs
As we are headed into 

winter weather (I know, I’m 
not ready either), we all start 
thinking about gift giving.  A 
“This is a Family Farm” sign 
is the perfect gift for that hard 
to buy for farmer.  The signs 
are 17.5” X 23” and cost $30.  
Stop by our office and pick 
one up.

Farm fun fact:  
 44% of grain produced in 

Illinois is exported out of the 
state or country.

Holiday 
Home 
and 
Shed 
Show 

 Joanne Gallagher’s and 
Judy Hodgin’s Holiday Home 
and Shed Show is making 
some major changes.  They 
are moving from the Hodgin 
farm to the Apple River Stage-
coach Event Center.  This es-
tablished event has been 25+ 
years in the making.  It always 
has been held on the weekend 
before Thanksgiving.  This 
year it will be held on Friday, 
Nov. 17 from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
and Saturday, Nov. 18 from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Joanne, Judy 
and friends will be hosting 
this event the same as on the 
farm.  

 The event will feature 
hand-woven baskets, home 
décor, Christmas décor, 1902 
crocheting and knitting, Liz’s 
clothing boutique, local hon-
ey, a Hot Chocolate bar and 
much more for your shopping 
pleasure.   Cookies and door 
prizes will continue.  Soup 
and sandwiches, prepared 
by The Thriving Thistle Bis-
tro, will be available on Fri-
day and Saturday with the 
proceeds going to the Apple 
River Methodist church roof 
fundraiser.   A church bake 
sale is also planned.  Joanne 
and Judy are hoping this tran-
sition from the farm to the 
event center will help create 
an annual event for the Apple 
River Community.  Come see 
what Apple River community 
has to offer.

NUIC West 
announces All-

Conference 
volleyball team

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 The NUIC-West featured some excellent volleyball 
in 2023.  Galena went perfect in conference play with 
a 12-0 record, capturing the conference championship.  
Scales Mound wasn’t far off with a conference record 
of 9-3, and River Ridge sat just one game behind at 8-4.  
Stockton finished the year 6-6 in conference play, while 
Warren went 2-10.  

 The Scales Mound Hornets had one of their best 
seasons in years, finishing with an overall record of 
20-13-1.  The Hornets were led by Anniston Werner 
and Brooklynn McCartney, a pair of seniors who both 
landed on the First Team All-Conference list.  Werner 
was a unanimous selection after leading the Hornets in 
kills with 263.  Werner also led the team with 34 aces 
and tacked on 45 total blocks.  McCartney led the team 
in digs with 480, while also putting up 23 aces and 39 
assists. 

 Scales Mound also had Anna Wentz on the Second 
Team All-Conference list.  Wentz racked up 118 
kills, 19 total blocks, and 307 digs as a senior.  Rylee 
McCartney was an Honorable Mention for Scales 
Mound as well. 

 The River Ridge Wildcats also had an excellent 2023 
season.  For the third consecutive year, the Wildcats 
increased their win total.  After going just 0-10 in the 
2020 Covid year, the Wildcats went 9-19-2 in 2021.  In 
2022, they turned the page with a 20-15-3 season.  In 
2023 they made winning the norm with a 24-10-3 finish.  

 A pair of seniors in Addison Albrecht and Gwen 
Miller played a major role in the River Ridge revival.  
Both Albrecht and Miller were unanimous First Team 
All-Conference selections for their play in 2023.  
Albrecht led the team in kills with 324, while Miller 
was next up with 202.  Miller also led the team in 
aces with 52, and blocks with 59.  Miller also finished 
second on the team in assists with 300. Albrecht was 
second on the team in digs with 110. 

 Laiken Haas was an Honorable Mention for All-
Conference in 2023.  Haas, a junior at River Ridge, 
finished the year with 121 kills, 38 aces, 43 blocks, 
and a team-leading 334 assists.  Haas will surely be 
expected to return as one of the team’s leaders in 2024.  
The Wildcats’ trio helped lead the team on and off the 
court, and it showed with River Ridge winning the 2023 
Sportsmanship Award for the conference.

 The Stockton Blackhawks also showed improvement 
in 2023.  After a down year in 2022, the Blackhawks 
returned with a new coach in 2023.  This year, the 
Blackhawks managed to finish with an 18-14-2 overall 
record and a postseason victory over Scales Mound.  

 This year’s Blackhawks featured a well-rounded 
team.  Madalyn Mammoser, a Stockton junior, led 
the team with 152 kills and 136 digs.  Kacy Wright, a 
fellow junior, led the team in assists with 274.  Wright 
also had 82 kills, 27 aces, 31 total blocks, and 191 digs.  
Both Wright and Mammoser were named to the Second 
Team All-Conference squad.  Stockton had a pair of 
players earn an Honorable Mention in Katelyn Winters 
and Emily Broshous.  All four of Stockton’s award 
winners will return for 2024 as Stockton looks like an 
exciting squad for the future. 

 On paper, it’s easy to say the Warren Warriors 
struggled through 2023.  The squad finished with a 
5-27-2 overall record.  2023 was a step in the right 
direction for Warren, however.  Their five wins this year 
are the most wins the program has gotten since the 6-8 
Covid year.  Since 2018, Warren volleyball has just 13 
wins on its record.  Excluding 2020, their 5-27-2 finish 
is their best season since 2017.  

 Adalynn Bohnsack and Katie Schneider, a pair of 
Warren seniors, helped the program take that step.  
Bohnsack and Schneider were both recognized for their 
efforts with Second Team All-Conference selections.  
Lauren Williams earned an Honorable Mention as well.

By
Annette
eggers 
Jo Daviess 
County Farm 
Bureau

393045
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815-580-3011  |  Lena, IL
Get a FREE Quote at 
StatelineSolar.net

RESIDENTIAL   ·   AGRICULTURAL   ·   COMMERCIAL   ·   EV CHARGERS   ·   BATTERY BACK-UP

With Respect, Honor & Gratitude - Thank You Veterans

446395

428092
We Appreciate Your Service!

Lena
815-369-2222

446391

FREEPORT MOOSE 
LODGE #162

Freeport, IL
446414

VETERANS
THANK YOU

446336

407376

815-369-4901
www.lenastatebank.com

WOODBINE SERVICE GARAGE
Auto Repair

Lawn Equipment Service & Repair
With Pickup & Delivery Service Available

Mon - Fri 8 - 5 • Sat 8 - Noon
815-858-3803

3625 E. Woodbine St. • Woodbine, IL
407372

Insuring Homes, Farms & Auto
Since 1887

815-777-2111 • 101 Exchange St. • Galena

446337

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

New installation • Remodeling • Routine maintenance • Repairs
24-HOUR SERVICE ON ALL BRANDS

THANK YOU VETERANS FOR YOUR SERVICE

407377

446334

T H E

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions... Meeting Local Needs

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions... Meeting Local Needs

Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL • Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL • Hanover, IL • Hazel Green, WI
Darlington, WI • Galena, IL – First Community Bank

AppleRiverStateBank.com

Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL • Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL • Hanover, IL • Hazel Green, WI
Darlington, WI • Galena, IL – First Community Bank

AppleRiverStateBank.com

Elizabeth • 815-858-9111

446593

407442

Owners: 
Don & Amy Visel

Lena, IL 61048
815-369-9036

LANDSCAPING
LAWN CARE John 15:5

Offenheiser Schwarz 
Funeral Home 

Pearl City
407373

Spinhirne Transfer
815-275-4215 • Lena

446370

446392

GOLEY’S
ACCOUNTING SERVICE, PC

815-233-1062 • 6 E. Main • Freeport

We Salute Our Veterans!!

446394

“Where Golf is 
a Breath of Fresh Air”

Wolf Hollow
       Golf Course

6546 N. Shippee Rd. • Lena
815-369-5513 • www.wolfhollowgolf.net

Shopper’s Guide 
815-369-4112

The Scoop Today 
815-947-3353

407374

446466

In honor of those 
who served...
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Sudoku 
Fun by the Numbers

 Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the 
moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and 
put your sudoku savvy to the test! Here’s How It 
Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, 
the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column 
and box. Each number can appear only once in each 
row, column and box. You can figure out the order in 
which the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The more 
numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the 
puzzle!

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Happen again
  8. Large flightless birds
 13. A type of account
 14. Beyond what is natural
 15. Beloved comfort food
 19. Rural delivery
 20. Belonging to us
 21. Typical
 22. Pie _ __ mode
 23. Returned material 
authorization (abbr.)
 24. Not us
 25. Discharge
 26. Made empty
 30. Fishing net
 31. Fast-moving, harmless snake
 32. Analyzed into its parts
 33. In a way, chilled
 34. Hindu queen
 35. Circles around the sun
 38. Used for emphasis
 39. Reactive structures
 40. Recommendations
 44. Feel intense anger
 45. Puke
 46. Rural Northern Ireland 
community
 47. Naturally occurring solid 
material
 48. British watch brand
 49. Toddler
 50. Integrated circuit
 51. Being revered
 55. “Pets” you can grow
 57. Continual
 58. Puts together in time
 59. Houses temporarily
 
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Vital public document
  2. Disinter
  3. Musical performances
  4. After B
  5. Every body has one (abbr.)
  6. Utilize
  7. In a way, disproved

  8. Fisherman’s tool
  9. Of she
 10. Trauma center
 11. Commercial flyer
 12. Administered medicine to 
calm
 16. Popular R&B performer
 17. Regretted
 18. Leg (slang)
 22. “Night Train” author
 25. More supernatural
 27. Baltimore ballplayer
 28. Shoe parts
 29. Scores perfectly
 30. More lucid
 32. Trim by cutting

 34. Disreputable people
 35. Dramatic behaviors
 36. Disorder
 37. Private box in a theater
 38. More dried-up
 40. Raw
 41. In operation
 42. Pillager
 43. Butterflies with brown wings
 45. Disallow
 48. Own up
 51. Hungarian city
 52. A way to condemn
 53. Tax collector
 54. Lease
 56. Not out

CUTE
AGE IN PLACE

AGING
CAREGIVER

COMPASSION
CONTINUING

COORDINATOR
DAYCARE

EQUIPMENT
FAMILY

GERIATRIC
HOME HEALTH AIDE

HOSPICE
ILLNESS
MEMORY

NURSE
NURSING HOME

PALLIATIVE
PROXY

RESPITE
SKILLED
THERAPY

VOLUNTEER

Game PaGe Answers on page 21
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The Scoop Today and Shopper’s Guide are now available 
by FREE eSubscription to residents and businesses in 
Stephenson and Jo Daviess 
Counties.

As an alternative to mail, a free 
digital eSubscription will be 
available by request. A link to your 
eSubscription will be emailed 
to you every week. Now is your 
chance to get your hometown 
news before the newspaper is hot off the press!

The Scoop Today/Shopper’s 
Guide eSubscription can be 
read on a computer, laptop 
or tablet. There will be no 
telemarketing calls, no solicitation, no 
strings attached, just convenient, free delivery, 
compliments of our advertisers.

442678

Get your hometown news 
before it’s hot off the press!

VOL. 89 • NO. 34 YOUR FREE HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER WEDNESDAY, AUG. 16, 2023

the Scoop Today
Serving the communities in Jo Daviess County

438732

Postal Customer  **ecrwss 

PR SRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
ROCK VALLEY

PUBLISHING LLC

442245

M P C I
Revenue Protection

Winter Wheat-Forage Coverage
Deadline is

September 30, 2023
240 W. Main St., Suite A, 

Lena, IL 61048
815-369-4225

FHN holding 
live and 
virtual 
hiring event 
August 24

 FHN is looking to add tal-
ented and qualified nurses, 
medical assistants, nursing 
assistants, imaging technolo-
gists, and clinical therapists to 
the FHN team with an upcom-
ing Hiring Event.

 On-the spot interviews, 
tours of select departments, 
and real-time offers will be 
available at the event, set for 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday, 
Aug. 24 at FHN Memorial 
Hospital, 1045 W. Stephenson 
Street in Freeport.  “We will 
have representatives in the 
main lobby of the hospital to 
greet candidates,” said FHN 
Talent Acquisition Specialist 
Rilee Smith. “Just identify 
yourself as an interested can-
didate and we’ll get you go-
ing in the right direction to, if 
you’re a good fit for our team, 
walk out with a job offer.”

 FHN offers first-day bene-
fits which includes an exten-
sive benefit package, tuition 
assistance, flexible time off 
and eligible positions may 
qualify for certification and/or 
BSN stipends.

 A virtual option also is 
available now through Aug. 
24 Visit www.fhn.org/hirin-
gevent for more information 
and to begin the process.

 Chuck Jackson presents the Knights of Columbus Scholarship to Olivia Harnish 
on Sunday, Aug. 13. Congratulations, Olivia!

SUBmITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Local student receives scholarship
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24-HOUR SERVICE ON ALL BRANDS

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

www.superiorhvacservices.com

New installation • Remodeling
Routine maintenance • Repairs

409646

Shopper’s Guide
Serving the communities in Stephenson County

Postal Customer  **ecrwss 

PR SRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
ROCK VALLEY

PUBLISHING LLC

441564

ACCIDENTS HAPPEN!
Let us take the worry out of having your vehicle repaired.

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

 Alaina Dinderman (Snappy Snazzers) wins the Dairy Showman of Showman class. 
Youth in Stephenson County exhibited 4-H projects this past month at various shows 
held out at the Stephenson County Fairgrounds and at the Stephenson County Farm 
Bureau. For more photos, see inside.

Panthers building 
back in hopes 
of another 
postseason run
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 Excluding the 2020 Covid 
year, the Lena-Winslow Pan-
thers have won three consec-
utive Illinois Class 1A State 
Football Titles.  Although the 
Panthers lost a majority of last 
year’s squad, many believe Le-
Win has what it takes to make 
another deep postseason run. 

 “We lost 10 starters on de-
fense and eight starters on of-
fense,” Lena-Winslow head 
coach Ric Arand shared just 
before practice for the 2023 
season started.  Arand is enter-
ing his 27th season as the Pan-
thers’ head coach.  The expe-
rienced instructor will have to 
find a way to take a roster filled 
mostly with new faces and help 
them reach their full potential 
once again.  

 If anyone is capable of do-
ing that, it’s Arand.  Through 
26 years, Arand holds a career 
record of 234-66.  More than 
Arand, the Panther-Strong pro-
gram has set the standard for 
winning across Illinois High 
School Football.  Not only 
have they captured three con-
secutive titles, but six in total.  
The Panthers have stamped 
their name in the Illinois histo-
ry books and this 2023 squad is 
hoping to do much of the same. 

 Despite losing so many to 
graduation, the Panthers still 
return some familiar names 

this season.  Gage Dunker 
gets plenty of action as he re-
turns as an outside lineback-
er on defense and the team’s 
fullback on offense.  Dunker, 
the younger brother of Gen-
nings Dunker, who is now on 
the Iowa Hawkeyes, looks to 
lead the way for the Panthers.  
Dunker will have some famil-
iar faces blocking ahead of him 
as the Panthers return two start-
ing offensive linemen.  Odin 
Stabenow and Tanner Kempel 
will look to hold things down 
on the edge as the Panthers’ of-
fensive tackles.  

 Outside of that, howev-
er, Le-Win is going to have a 
plethora of new faces on the 
field in 2023.  “We need a lot 
of guys to step up and ma-
ture quickly to be successful,” 
Arand shared. 

 The Panthers will have 
to replace a number of guys 
along the line of scrimmage.  
Luke Kempel, Luke Staben-
ow, Brady Aurand, and Alex 
Packard will all be playing 
on the offensive and defen-
sive line.  Mason Spidahl and 
Quinn Rodebaugh will both 
get opportunities at tight end 
and defensive end as well.  Ca-
sey Klever also lines up at tight 
end on offense, but he’s off the 
line on the defensive side as an 
outside linebacker.  

SUBmITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Stephenson County 4-H Fair winner See PantherS, Page 6

Sign up for your eSubscription at rockvalleyenews.com or send this form in as 
indicated below.

____ Yes. I want an eSubscription! I would like to receive the Scoop Today by email, for 3 years 
at no charge. My weekly link lets me get the newspaper before mail home delivery
____ Yes. I want an eSubscription! I would like to receive the Shopper’s Guide by email, for 3 
years at no charge. My weekly link lets me get the newspaper before mail home delivery

Reader’s Name_________________________________________ Date:_________________
Address: _______________________________________ Phone:______________________
Email:_____________________________ Signature:________________________________

Mail to: The Scoop Today/Shopper’s Guide, 240 W. Main Street, Suite B, Lena, IL 61048
OR Fax to: 815-369-9093 OR send by email to: scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com

The Scoop Today and Shopper’s Guide phone: 815-369-4112

Your “Main Street Chiropractors”
with over 40 years service to our community

• Palmer Graduates 
• Digital X-Ray

• BCBS, Quartz and Medicare Provider

238 W. Main St. • Lena
815-369-4974

M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Saturday by Appointment.

434622

Dr. Jared Liles  &  Dr. Jim Liles

Lady Broncos 
hopeful to 
continue building
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 With fall sports coming 
to an end, winter sports are 
right around the corner.  For 
the Orangeville Broncos, 
they are hoping their girls 
basketball team can continue 
the success the program has 
found in recent years. 

 Ever since the 2021 sea-
son, the Orangeville Bron-
cos have dominated the 
court.  In 2021, the team fin-
ished with an overall record 
of 27-5.  In 2022, they in-
creased their win number by 
one as they finished the year 
28-5.  The Broncos also took 
their game to the next level 
by capturing an NUIC Con-
ference Championship and a 
Regional Championship in 
the postseason.  

 After a disappointing 
ending with a 48-17 loss 
to Galena, the Broncos and 
their head coach, Jay Doyle, 
couldn’t wait to be back.  
The 2022 team lost just one 
senior in Leah Baker.  Al-
though Baker leaves big 
shoes to fill, the Broncos are 
up for the task.  

 A pair of First Team 
All-Conference players re-
turn to lead the way in Whit-
ney Sullivan and Laney Ca-
hoon.  Joining them is Sec-
ond Team All-Conference 
selection, Nadalee Doyle.  
On top of that, the Broncos 
also return Kaylynn O’Ha-
ver and Addie Wheeler, who 
split starts last year.  Both 
O’Haver and Wheeler are 
expected to step into the 
starting lineup full time in 
2023.  Makayla Mock and 
Bailey Jordan were first off 
the bench last year, and that 
should continue this season.  

 It is clear that returning 
experience will be Oran-
geville’s strength in 2023.  
The Broncos return the most 
experienced team in the 
conference, and they bring 
a winning reputation with 

them.  Sixth year head coach 
Jay Doyle recognized that 
stating, “The team will bring 
back a lot of experience that 
has been in big games and a 
long season.” 

 Jay is hoping to see the 
2023 team show a contin-
ued desire of success.  The 
opportunity is right there in 
front of them.  According to 
the Jay, the team just needs 
to “continue to improve and 
play [their] best basketball at 
the end of February.”  

 As the head coach, it’s 
Jay’s job to make sure the 
team is prepared for those 
opportunities.  This year, Jay 
is hoping a tougher regular 
season schedule can help the 
team be better prepared for 
the postseason.  “I have front 
loaded our schedule early 
with a lot of tough games,” 
Jay said, adding that the 
team will also be playing 
in the Boylan Shootout this 
Christmas.  

 The Broncos open the 
2023 season in the Forreston 
Tournament.  They are set to 
face off with Forreston on 
Nov. 16, then Stillman Val-
ley and Eastland on Nov. 18.  
They will take on Stockton 
on Nov. 20, and Winneba-
go on Nov. 21.  Excluding 
Stockton, who had a 5-24 
season in 2022, the other 
four teams the Broncos will 
face finished with a com-
bined record of 88-35.  

 If a tough Forreston tour-
nament doesn’t get the Bron-
cos going, their regular sea-
son schedule will.  On Dec.1, 
the Broncos travel to face off 
with the River Ridge-Scales 
Mound Wildcats.  Last sea-
son, RR-SM racked up 26 
victories.  On Dec. 5, the 
Broncos travel to face off 
with an Aquin squad that re-
turns off an 18-win season.  
The Broncos don’t host their 
first home game until Dec. 
7, when they play host to 
the Lena-Winslow Panthers.  
Last year, the Panthers went 
22-9 and one of those victo-
ries just happens to be one of 
the Broncos’ five losses.  A 
slew of other challenges lie 
throughout the 2023 season 
for Orangeville.

 Jay recognizes the obsta-
cles he’s laid in front of his 
team, and he hopes to see it 
benefit them in the long run.  
“Our record may suffer, but 
we need to continue to push 
our kids to get better to pre-
pare us to play and compete 
for a conference title and a 
regional title again,” Jay 
shared. 

Panthers advance to round 
three with victory over Forreston
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 The Lena-Winslow Pan-
thers put another tally on their 
side of the win column in the 
Forreston vs. Lena-Winslow 
rivalry.    After beating the 
Forreston Cardinals late in 
the regular season, Le-Win 
met up with them again, just 
two weeks later.   This time 
around, the season was on the 
line as the Panthers and Car-
dinals met up in round two of 
the Illinois 1A football play-
offs on Saturday, Nov. 4.  

 Coming into the game, the 
Panthers had won four con-
secutive matchups over the 
Cardinals.  With frustrations 
growing on Forreston’s side, 
anticipation grew for their 
most recent postseason meet-
ing.  

 The Le-Win offense is a 

well-oiled machine, and you 
don’t fix what isn’t broken.  In 
round two, the Panthers stuck 
with what works best for 
them, and that means running 
the ball.  More specifically, it 
means letting Gage Dunker 
run the ball.  Over his career, 
Dunker is one of the best ball 
carriers in NUIC history and 
he continued to add to his leg-
acy against Forreston. 

 It wasn’t Dunker who got 
the offense going, however.  
Early in the game, it was Co-
bryn Lynch who broke free 
for the first score of the day.  
Lynch took the ball 43 yards 
to the house midway through 
the first.  Dunker capped the 
drive off with a two-point 
conversion as the Panthers 
went up 8-0.

 Forreston would quickly 
respond, however.  The Cardi-

nals had a big run of their own 
as a 33-yard score cut into the 
Panthers’ lead.  A missed ex-
tra-point attempt left Le-Win 
with a two-point lead that 
would hold through the end of 
the first quarter. 

 Early in the second quarter, 
it was Lucas Fye who put the 
Panthers on the board.  This 
time, Fye busted a 37-yard run 
for a score.  Lynch tallied the 
two-point conversion, and the 
Panthers went up by multiple 
scores with a 16-6 advantage.  

 Following a quick defen-
sive stop, the Panther offense 
went back to work.  With just 
over seven minutes left in the 
first half, Lynch scored his 
second touchdown of the day.  
Lynch trucked into the end-
zone from 12 yards out, and 
the Panthers took a 22-6 lead 
that would last until halftime. 

 In the second half, it was 
Dunker’s time.  After Le-Win 
got the ball to start the third 
quarter, Dunker wasted little 
time in putting his team on the 
board.  Just 17 seconds into 
the half, Dunker busted a 68-
yard touchdown run.  Dunker 
also tallied the two-point con-
version, putting Le-Win up 
30-6. 

 After going scoreless in the 
first half, Dunker managed to 
get the hat trick in the third 
quarter alone.  After touch-
down runs of 40 yards and five 
yards, Dunker helped the Pan-
thers take a 46-6 lead.  One 
of those scores made NUIC 
history as Dunker rushed for 
his 68th career touchdown.  
Before the end of the game, 
Dunker tallied touchdown 
number 69. 

 On the day, Dunker rushed 
for 216 yards and three scores 
on 21 carries.  He also sits 
near the top of the NUIC in 
career rushing yards.  Lynch 
had a big day on the ground as 
well, rushing for 92 yards and 
a pair of scores on seven car-
ries.  Fye added 51 yards and 
a score on just three touch-
es.  Altogether, the Panthers 
rushed for 361 yards and six 
touchdowns in their round 
two game. 

 Defensively, Dunker also 
led the way, with six total 
tackles, including a sack.  The 
Le-Win defense held Forres-
ton to just 222 total yards, 
with a pair of fumble recover-
ies. 

 After beating Forreston 
46-14, the Panthers punched 
their ticket for the third round.  
On Saturday, Nov. 11 Le-Win 
will host Annawan-Wethers-
field at 2 p.m.  

your source for on-line news:
RVPNEWS.

COM
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Trees Unlimited Retirement Auction 
November 18th, 2023 – 9:00 am 

Location: 46W786 Allen Rd Hampshire IL 

COMPLETE RETIREMENT DISPERSAL – DO NOT MISS THIS AUCTION!!! 
 

Mike Powers (608) 214 – 5761   –   Dan Powers (608) 214 - 3765 

For More Information and Pictures Visit www.PowersAuction.com 

Powers Auction Service 
110 E Murray St Browntown WI 53522 

Live & Onsite Bidding Available 
445462

DECEMBER AUCTION - Accepting Consignments in November

Hwy 64 Auctions 
Consignment Auction

December 1, 2023 • Starting at 8:00 AM
Timed Auction: December 3rd - Lots Closing at 8:00 AM

5498 Hwy 64, Baldwin, IA 52207 • Hwy 64 Auctions Offi  ce: (563) 673-6400
Scott Franzen: (319) 480-3604 • Sheri Dosland (563) 212-0453

HWY 64 AUCTIONS WILL BEGIN ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS ON NOVEMBER 1st! 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR QUALITY USED FARM EQUIPMENT 
Construction Equipment • Skid Steers • Attachments 

Hay & Forage Equipment • Planting & Tillage • Trucks • Trailers 
Lawn & Garden • Recreational Equipment and More!

ONSITE & ONLINE BIDDING
Visit Our Websites at www.hwy64auctions.com or 

www.powersauction.com For More Details and Information!

November 22 - Last Day to Consign

December 1 - Hwy 64 Auction - Starts at 8:00 AM

December 3 - Hwy 64 Timed Auction
- Lots Start Closing at 8:00 AM

Mark Your Calendars for 
December 1 and Consign 

Your Equipment Early!

Call & Schedule
an Appointment!

No late consignments will be accepted

Powers Auction Service
110 E Murray St, Browntown WI 53522 

Office: 608-439-5760 - Email: @ .com
Website: www.powersauction.com - Facebook: Powers Auction Service 446266

446608

submitted Photo Rock Valley Publishing

Veteran’s Day display
 Stop by Kleins Automotive on W. Main Street to see the display of area veterans 
and active military.  Andrea Karnatz of the Lena American Legion Auxiliary created 
and put up this display.  Thank you to everyone who supplied photos.

submitted Photo Rock Valley Publishing

One step closer
 The Northwest Illinois F-4 Jet Memorial has achieved another milestone.  The jet 
has been lettered.  The next step will be moving the jet to its permanent location on 

Main Street in Lena.
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Doll Memorial Apartment
MOVE IN SPECIAL!

Move in by the end of November, 2023
Receive $1,000 in waived rent. Waived rent will be distributed at 
you 30, 60, 90 and 120 days of residency in the Doll Apartments.

Move in by the end of December, 2023
Receive $500 in waived rent. Waived rent will be distributed at 
you 30, 60, 90 and 120 days of residency in the Doll Apartments.

Rent Includes
Enjoy the peace of mind that living in a DOLL Memorial Apartment 
Plan offers. No more lawns to mow, or snow to shovel. Utilities, 
weekly housekeeping, noon meal included.

Call today and start to enjoy your stress-free lifestyle now. 
Limited number of apartments remain available.

Lena Living Center
1010 Logan Street, Lena, IL 61048

Ashleigh Wilson
Office: 815-990-9358

LENA LIVING CENTER

446379

Vintage/Retro

Antiques Etcetera
841 E. North Ave. • Stockton, IL

(Highway 20 East)
815-947-3173

Bring this ad for $5 off $20 purchase
446592

Saturday, Nov. 11 & Sunday, Nov. 12
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Victoria Hansen
 The year was 2012 and to 

be more specific, it was Sat-
urday, Oct. 27, 2012. It was 
a blustery day in downtown 
Indianapolis. The day started 
with a very early morning. 
This morning was in many 
ways very typical and wasn’t 
too much out of the ordinary, 
except for one key point. This 
was the day I would receive 
my American FFA Degree, 
one of the highest honors the 
National FFA Association 
awards. 

 Less than one percent of 
members receive this honor. 
Requirements to receive one’s 
American FFA Degree are 
set forth in the National FFA 
Constitution. To be eligible, 
members must meet qualifica-
tions, such as receiving a State 
FFA Degree, holding active 
membership for the past three 
years, completing secondary 
instruction in an agricultural 
education program and oper-
ating an outstanding super-
vised agricultural experience 
program. Community service, 
leadership abilities and out-
standing scholastic achieve-
ment are also required. 

 Not only did this day mark 
an accomplishment I had been 
working toward since I was a 
freshman in high school, it 
marked the end of my journey 
as an FFA member. While in 
FFA I participated in sever-
al different Career Develop 
Events, my favorite being the 

Job Interview Contest. I also 
kept a record for my Outdoor 
Recreation Supervised Agri-
culture Experience FFA and 
my involvement in it shaped 
the person I am today, and I 
couldn’t be more grateful for 
the many opportunities I had 
through FFA. 

 On Nov. 2, 2023, members 
from Section 1 of the Illinois 
FFA received their American 
Degrees.  Those students in-
cluded Benjamin Bremmer, 
Alyssa Anderson, Tyler Cro-
att, Conor DeZell, Cheyenne 
Handsaker, Ashley Carroll, 
Jose Korte, Joseph Brudi and 
Jenna Haas.  Congratulations 
on your accomplishment. 

Elf on the Shelf with 
Illinois Ag in The 
Classroom 

Illinois Ag In the Class-
room is excited to introduce 
our brand-new Elf on the 
Shelf resource booklet! This 
booklet contains 20 agricul-
ture-themed Elf on the Shelf 
ideas, complete with example 
photos, materials needed, set-
up information, book recom-
mendations, ag facts to share, 
and activities to pair. Visit 
iaitc.co/elf to learn more, view 
and download the booklet, or 
plan ahead by downloading 
our full IAITC Elf Materials 
List. Be sure to follow along 
on our social media during 
the holiday season to meet our 
IAITC Elf, Sprout, and see his 
shenanigans in action. 

Cultivating Master 
Farmers Seeks 
Applicants for Class of 
2025

 Sometimes the best learn-
ing method is a conversation 
with someone who’s been 
there, done that. The Cultivat-
ing Master Farmer program 
provides just that; expert 
farm and family advice from 
people who have experienced 
the challenges and successes 
of life. This unique mentor-
ing program connects young 
and beginning farmers with 
a wealth of information from 
Prairie Farmer’s Master Farm-
ers. Classes of approximately 
12 young farmers (or farming 
couples) aged 21 to 35 years 
old, and 12 Master Farmers 
are selected for the 18-month 
program, which features four 
ag-related events, including 
a summer tour. The Class 
of 2023, which graduated in 
July, toured the University of 
Illinois Urbana-Champaign 
Research Park and Morrow 
Plots. They also heard from 
acclaimed speakers on prac-
tical sustainability efforts, 
agronomics, politics and how 
they affect agriculture, CO2 
pipeline updates and impacts, 
and received media training.

 Like previous classes, in-
coming CMF members will 
have plenty of opportunities 
to hear from a top-notch slate 
of speakers. However, the real 
value of the program comes 
from round-table discussion 

Stephenson County Farm Bureau news
and relationship building, 
where young farmers learn 
from Master Farmers and vice 
versa. Upon the completion of 
the 18-month program, par-
ticipants will have developed 
lasting relationships that con-
tinue to yield solid farm ad-
vice even after the program’s 
conclusion. Young farmers 
have until Dec. 1, 2023, to 
apply for an opening in the 
Class of 2025. Eligible appli-
cants must meet the following 
criteria: 

• Reside in Illinois. 
• Between the ages of 21 to 

35 as of January 1, 2024. 
• Actively engaged in pro-

duction agriculture. 
• Commit to actively partic-

ipate in the two-year program. 
• Couples are encouraged to 
apply. 

 The Class of 2025 will be 
selected in December of 2023, 
and those accepted will be no-
tified by Jan. 1, 2024. The in-
augural meeting will be held 
Feb. 21-22, 2024 in Bloom-
ington. The CMF program 
is sponsored by Farm Credit 
Illinois, Compeer Financial, 
GROWMARK, Illinois Farm 
Bureau, Bayer and Prairie 
Farmer.

Ogle Carroll Ag in The 
Classroom Fundraiser

Support the Ag in The 
Classroom program for Ogle 
and Carroll counties by pur-

chasing freezer meals. These 
meals are great gifts for those 
on your list who are hard to 
shop for. Get two sets of five 
meals, each individual serv-
ing. Meal sets are $90. The 
menu includes chicken and 
biscuits, lasagna, pulled pork 
loaded baked potato, smoked 
pork loin with roasted pota-
toes, and chicken bacon ranch 
pasta.  The order deadline 
is Nov. 30, with order pick-
up being Dec. 18.  Carroll 
County pickup is 12 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. and Ogle County 
pickup is from 1 p.m. to 5 
p.m. Meals can be ordered 
on line at https://checkout.
square.site/buy/YB65ZZ-
KU2FTCZ6REBFTPQS7R.

Highland Gallery hosts 
Visual Art Faculty Exhibit

 The Highland Gallery 
will feature work by cur-
rent Highland Visual Arts 
faculty members from Nov. 
1 through Dec. 4 at the Fer-
guson Fine Arts Center. This 
annual Visual Art Faculty 
Exhibit shows recent work 
by faculty that is on display 
and available for contempla-
tion, stimulation, and discus-
sion as a featured exhibit for 
the Fall 2023 semester. 

 This exhibit showcas-
es recent work by some 
of the current HCC Visual 

Arts Faculty; Robert Apol-
loni, (drawing, design, art 
appreciation) Alex Jansen 
(Graphic Design) and Dana 
Russell-Brown (Ceramics). 
The collection interweaves 
experience and methods 
across various mediums and 
approaches, catalyzing the 
visual arts to promote com-
munication, education, and 
inspiration.

 The opportunity for in-
structors to exhibit on cam-
pus illuminates their addi-
tional role as working artists 

who actively create and show 
their work in other galleries 
and venues. This exhibition 
offers a peek into the studio 
art and design practices of 
HCC’s art faculty, acknowl-
edging and celebrating a vi-
brant visual art community.

 Highland Gallery hours 
are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. For more in-
formation about the gallery 
or Highland’s Visual Arts 
program, contact Robert 
Apolloni at 815-599-3479 or 
bob.apolloni @highland.edu.

    your source for on-line news:

       RVPNEWS.COM
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425999

Cosmetic Dentistry
Implant Dentistry

Custom Dental Whitening Kits
Laser Therapy

Stockton Dental Center
120 West Front Avenue

Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-3700
Dr. Stephen Petras

Licensed Illinois General Dentist

445470

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

APPEARANCE IS EVERYTHING!
SEE US FOR THE BEST FINISH IN THE BUSINESS!

444811

THANKS GIVINGforTHANKS GIVINGfor
Food Drive 2023Food Drive 2023

Donations of 
nonperishable items 
accepted at our offices.

800-858-5522
 jocarroll.com   

Elizabeth | 793 U.S. Route 20 W.

Geneseo | 1004 S. Chicago St.

Savanna | 103 Chicago Av.

PLEASE DONATE.

BEGINS: Wednesday, Nov. 1         
ENDS: Friday, Dec. 1
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From Lena’s Kitchen

 The vegetation is now in 
its winter zone; it is sad to 
see all the flowers gone and 
deep-freezing temps during 
most of our nights.  Of course, 
it wouldn’t be the change of 
the seasons without our time 
change.  Darkness has set 
in.  it is time for us to hun-
ker down and eat some good 
warm foods.  Have a great 
week cooking.

Cranberry Brie Bites
 These tasty appetizers are 

easy to make as well as being 
good.  Once again, the cres-
cent roll makes for a great ap-
petizer.

8 oz. crescent roll sheet (or 
you can take crescent rolls 
and seal the perforations so 
that you make a sheet)

8 oz. wheel of brie cheese
1 C. whole berry cranberry 

sauce, not jellied
Fresh rosemary sprigs
 Preheat the oven to 375.  

Spray a mini muffin tin with 
cooking spray.  Spread a lit-
tle flour onto a cutting board 
or counter.  Roll out crescent 
dough sheet or pinch the cres-
cent rolls into a sheet.  Cut 
crescent dough into 24 equal 
sized squares.  Place squares 
into muffin tin slots.  Cut brie 
into small pieces and place 
inside the crescent dough 
squares.  Top with a generous 
spoonful of cranberry sauce 
and a little sprig of rosemary.  
Bake until the crescent dough 
is a light golden brown, about 
15 minutes.  Serve warm.

Harvest Salad
 If you have never tried 

couscous, you should.  It is a 
tasty Mediterranean starch—
somewhere between a rice 
and a pasta.  If you just can’t 
make yourself be adventure-
some, you could substitute 
it with tiny pasta.  This is a 
combination of greens, vege-
tables, fruits, nuts, and pasta.

3 C. uncooked pearl cous-
cous (Israeli)

2 cans (14 oz. each) garban-
zo beans of chickpeas, rinsed 
and drained

2 large navel oranges, 
peeled and chopped

2 C. fresh baby spinach
1 C. crumbled Gouda
1 small red onion, chopped
¾ C. dried cranberries
½ C. celery, tops reserved 

for garnish
½ C. chopped pecans, toast-

ed
8 fresh basil leaves, 

chopped

Dressing:
½ C. olive oil
¼ C. orange juice
¼ C. balsamic vinegar
1 T. grated orange zest
2 t. honey
1 t. salt
½ t. pepper
 Prepare couscous accord-

ing to package directions.  
Fluff with a fork; cool.  In a 
bowl, combine couscous and 
the rest of the ingredients.  In 
a small bowl, whisk together 
the dressing ingredients until 
blended.  Pour over salad and 
toss to coat.  Garnish with cel-
ery tops and additional basil 
leaves.

Chicken Kiev 
Crescent Bake

 This easy chicken dish 
doesn’t have many ingredi-
ents and comes together very 
quickly.  For a nice and easy 
supper, try this casserole.

8 uncooked chicken tender-
loins, about 1¼ lbs

¼ t. garlic powder
¼ t. pepper
1/8 t. salt
3 T. butter
1 can (8 oz.) Pillsbury Orig-

inal Crescent rolls 
3 T. Panko breadcrumbs
1 container (7.5 oz.) chives 

and onion cream cheese
1/3 C. milk
 Preheat oven to 375.  Sea-

son chicken with garlic pow-
der, pepper, and salt.  In 10-
inch nonstick skillet, melt 2 
T. butter over medium-high 
heat.  Cook chicken in butter 

for 8 to 10 minutes or until 
chicken is well-browned on 
all sides.  Remove from skillet 
and cool slightly.

 Unroll dough and separate 
into 8 triangles.  Place piece 
of chicken on wide end of 
triangle and roll up dough 
around chicken; place in an 
ungreased 9 x 13 baking dish.  
Repeat to use all of chicken 
and dough.  In a small micro-
wavable bowl, heat remaining 
tablespoon of butter in micro-
wave uncovered on High for 
15 to 30 seconds until melted.  
Brush crescents with melted 
butter; top with breadcrumbs.  
Bake for 15 minutes.

 A few minutes before re-
moving the dish from oven, 
using the same skillet, heat 
cream cheese and milk over 
medium heat, stirring con-
stantly, until smooth and bub-
bling.  Pour sauce into baking 
dish around crescent wrapped 
chicken.  Bake 6 minutes or 
until crescents are golden 
brown and sauce is bubbling.

Bacon Cheeseburger 
Potato Casserole

 If you want to try a cheese-
burger in a casserole dish, 
this tasty potato dish will fill 
the bill.  It reminds me of the 
cheeseburger pizza that is 
popular.  You substitute the 
tater tots for the pizza dough.

1 lb. ground beef
1 small onion, chopped, ¼ 

C.
¾ C. ketchup
4 slices American cheese

1 bag of tater tot potatoes
4 slices of cooked bacon, 

coarsely chopped
¼ C. dill pickle slices, 

halved if slices are large
 Preheat oven to 400.  Spray 

an 8-inch square glass baking 
dish with cooking spray.  In 
a large skillet, cook beef and 
onion over medium-high 
heat, stirring frequently, until 
brown; drain and then stir in 
ketchup.  Spoon beef mixture 
into baking dish.  Top with 
cheese slices in single layer.  
Place frozen tater tots on an 
ungreased cookie sheet; bake 
for 10 minutes.  Top casserole 
evenly with potatoes.  Bake 
20 to 25 minutes or until heat-
ed through and potatoes are 
golden brown.  Sprinkle with 
bacon during the last 5 min-
utes of bake time.  Top with 
pickle slices.

Frosted Harvest Cake
 This recipe says it is a cake; 

I say it is a bar.  It is really a 
pumpkin bar with a lot more 
spice.  If you like the taste of 
pumpkin pie, you will love 
these.

1 can (15 oz.) pumpkin
4 eggs, room temperature
¾ C. canola oil
2 t. vanilla
2 C. flour
2 C. sugar
1 T. pumpkin pie spice
2 t. cinnamon
2 t. baking powder
1 t. baking soda
½ t. salt
Frosting:
6 T. butter, softened

3 oz. cream cheese, softened
1 t. vanilla
1 t. 2% milk
1/8 t. salt
1½ to 2 C. powdered sugar
 Preheat the oven to 350.  In 

a large bowl, beat the pump-
kin, eggs, oil, and vanilla un-
til blended.  Combine dry in-
gredients in a separate bowl.  
Gradually stir the dry ingredi-
ents into the pumpkin mixture.  
Pour into a greased jelly roll 
baking pan.  Bake at 350 until 
a toothpick inserted in the cen-
ter comes out clean, 20 to 25 
minutes.  Cool completely in 
pan on a wire rack.

 Frosting:  In a small bowl, 
beat the butter, cream cheese, 
vanilla, milk, and salt until 
smooth.  Gradually add pow-
dered sugar until smooth.  
Frost cake; cut into bars.  Store 
in refrigerator.

Pumpkin Bundt Cake
 This recipe is for a cake that 

is perfect for fall.  You will 
love to smell it baking because 
it has all the great aromas of 
the season.

2½ C. sugar
1 C. canola oil
3 eggs, room temperature
3 C. flour
2 t. baking soda
1 t. cinnamon
1 t. nutmeg
½ t. salt
¼ t. ground cloves
1 can (15 oz.) pumpkin
Powdered sugar for garnish
 Preheat the oven to 350.  In 

a large bowl, combine the sug-
ar and oil until blended.  Add 
eggs one at a time, beating 
well after each addition.  Com-
bine flour, baking soda, cinna-
mon, nutmeg, salt, and cloves.  
Add to egg mixture alternately 
with pumpkin, beating well af-
ter each addition.  Transfer to 
a greased 10-inch fluted tube 
pan.  Bake 60 to 65 minutes or 
until toothpick inserted in the 
center comes out clean.  Cool 
10 minutes before transferring 
onto a wire rack.  Remove pan 
and cool completely.  Place on 
a cake stand.  Dust with pow-
dered sugar.

The not so skinny cook

See kitchen, Page 23
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407395

We Salute Our Veterans

Stockton Auto Supply

815-947-3216

Hwy 20
Stockton, IL

61085

407392

We Salute Our Veterans

Lena, IL
• WIndoW FILm • Truck accessorIes

815-369-2803
WWW.BussBoyzcusToms.com

407271

We Salute Our Veterans

145 W. RailRoad St.
lena

815-369-5542

240 W. Main St., Suite C, Lena
815-369-4747
www.bussianinsurance.com

407286

We Salute Our Veterans

Barry’s Collision 
Center, inC.

815-443-9944

301 W. Pearl City rd.
Pearl City, il 61062

427928

We Salute Our Veterans

Iron Horse Tap

815-369-9714

Lena

407248

We Salute Our Veterans

625 Country 
Lane Dr.
Lena, IL

815-369-4035

407396

We Salute Our Veterans

Vanderheyden 
Furniture

& Flooring

9105 US Hwy 20 West

www.vhomeinteriors.com

407251

We Salute Our Veterans

Edler Plumbing

Jerry Edler, Owner
Lic.#058-112368

815-369-4847Lena, IL

Residential Plumbing • Softeners • Water Heaters

407419

We Salute Our Veterans
Red Knight Pub

815-947-2591

111 e. FRont StReet
StocKton, iL  61085

407291

We Salute Our Veterans

The Village
of

STockTon
407400

We Salute Our Veterans

519 1/2 E. LEna

815-369-2100

LEna
Fast stop

Fuel & Convenience Store

407246

We Salute Our Veterans

1013 16th Avenue

Monroe, WI
608-325-4464

BurIngton ShoeS

407389

We Salute Our Veterans

Stockton
815-947-3361
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400278

We Salute Our Veterans

Bowen Oil 
&

Boco Mini 
Marts

427886

We Salute Our Veterans

Lena

CeLL: 608-558-1095

407249

We Salute Our Veterans

511 W. Lena St., Lena

815-369-4527

My Friend’S CLoSet 
ChriStMaS Store 

Mon. - Sat. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Extended hours Wed. 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.

446371

We Salute Our Veterans

The Village 
of Warren and 
Warren Police 

deParTmenT
446372

We Salute Our Veterans

Attorney At LAw

Vincent LAw office

125 E. Main • WarrEn

815-745-2624

407397

We Salute Our Veterans

Dan Kempel & SonS

815-443-2577
815-291-5988

Kempel UriSh
ConStrUCtion, inC.

407398

We Salute Our Veterans

DeVoe Floral

815-369-5549

216 W. Main
lena

407298

We Salute Our Veterans

Warren, IL
815-745-2267

SaunderS 
OIL CO, InC.

357730

We Salute Our Veterans

Open 24 HOurs

stOcktOn
travel center

407244

We Salute Our Veterans

Hartzell’s IGa

815-745-3311

7989 Il 78 N
WarreN, Il

61087

407296

We Salute Our Veterans

224 S. RailRoad

ScaleS Mound, il
815-845-2262

daviS luMbeR co.

407245

We Salute Our Veterans

204 SamuelSon Dr. • orangeville

815-789-3366

202 W. main St. • Warren

815-745-2148

407303

815-745-2698
107 North St. WarreN, IL 61087
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Stockton Dental Center would like

to say THANK YOU to all

Veterans, past, present, and

future for all your hard

work and dedication.

Stockton Dental Center
Dr. Stephen Petras

120 W. Front Ave. • Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-3700

An Illinois Licensed General Dentist

427979

407390

We Salute Our Veterans
ScaleS Mound 

Sinclair Service, inc.

310 Franklin Street

ScaleS Mound

815-845-2217

407281

We Salute Our Veterans

416 South Street
ScaleS Mound, Il

815-845-2212

WInter PluMbIng, Inc.

407401

We Salute Our Veterans

ElizabEth

815-858-9300

ElizabEth
Fast stop

24 Hour Fueling

Pro Source
Electric and Automation Inc.

Pro Source
Electric and Automation Inc.

Lena, IL
815-369-4165

WE SALUTE 
OUR VETERANS!

407276

407255

We Salute Our Veterans

Brandon’s Hardware 
rental & lumBer

145 w. railroad st.
lena

815-369-5542

407253

We Salute Our Veterans

12410 W. Galena Rd.
lena, Il 61048

StaGecoach tRaIl StoRaGe

815-369-4794

COUNTRY Financial® salutes  
our military veterans and  
those currently serving.

0619-506HC_A-03015-10/27/2020

COUNTRY Financial® salutes  
our military veterans and  
those currently serving.

0619-506HC_A-03015-10/27/2020

COUNTRY Financial® salutes  
our military veterans and  
those currently serving.

0619-506HC_A-03015-10/27/2020

Steve Rothschadl 
Financial Representative 
Lena, IL 61048-0669 
(815)369-4581

COUNTRY Financial® salutes  
our military veterans and  
those currently serving.

0619-506HC_A-03015-10/27/2020

Stacey Block

446393

407444

We Salute Our Veterans

Hermann 
Funeral
Homes 

& monuments

815-947-3355

407310

We Salute Our Veterans

9807 E. BinklEy Rd.
Stockton, il 61085

815-947-3297

B&B HillSidE REpaiR

407295

We Salute Our Veterans

Hwy 20
Stockton, IL 61085

Stockton Auto Body

815-947-3816
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446335

We Salute Our Veterans

Stockton • 815-947-3316

427883

We Salute Our Veterans

520 E. LEna St.
LEna, IL

815-369-2229

446340

We Salute Our Veterans

Warren

815-541-8031

B&r PlumBing

428087

We Salute Our Veterans

147 S. Main
Pearl City

815-443-2818
CARRY-OUTS AVAILABLE

407252

We Salute Our Veterans

Werhane enterprises

815-369-4574

509 e. Main
Lena, iL 61048

446341

We Salute Our Veterans

308 East LEna st.
Lena • 815-369-4569

Marvin UEckEr
agEncy

407277

We Salute Our Veterans

203 Carver Street

WinSloW, il
815-367-3020

We Salute Our Veterans!
Thank you for your service.Protecting your future and 

insuring your success since 1879

815-443-2074 * Pearl City, IL 61062 * www.LoranMutual.com

lm
oran

utual
since 1879

Protecting your future and 
insuring your success since 1879

815-443-2074 * Pearl City, IL 61062 * www.LoranMutual.com

lm
oran

utual
since 1879

815-443-2074 • Pearl City, IL 61062
www.LoranMutal.com

407247 427885

We Salute Our Veterans

West Point Mutual 
&

RadeRs insuRance agency

ROCKFORDMUTUAL
      I N S U R A N C E  C O M P A N Y
                                            Putting Lives Back Together

Since 1896

ROCKFORDMUTUAL
      I N S U R A N C E  C O M P A N Y
                                            Putting Lives Back Together

Since 1896

PMS Version

CMYK Version

 SM

 SM

240 W. Main, suite a
lena, il 61048
815-369-4225

446378

We Salute Our Veterans

407386

We Salute Our Veterans

The Village
of

lena
407285

We Salute Our Veterans

104 RailRoad StReet

apple RiveR, il 61001

815-594-2244

Stock HoldeRS Saloon
428090

We Salute Our Veterans

209 E. Main

WarrEn, iL
815-745-2130

WWW.spahnandrosE.coM
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18 LEGAL

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

SALE
The following self-storage 
Cube contents containing 
household and other good 
will be sold for cash by 
CubeSmart Asset Man-
agement, LLC as Agent 
for Owner #4409, 555 W. 
South Street Freeport, Il 
61032 to satisfy a lien on 
November 16, 2023 at 
1:00 pm. Cube 1042 Krista 
Tucker; Cube 1142 Erving 
Makini; Cube 1318 Adry-
anna Pempilton

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

Nov. 1 & 8, 2023)
445598

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON 
COUNTY-IN PROBATE
In Re the Matter of
the Estate of:
Elaine K. Paske
    Deceased.

No. 23-PR-62
NOTICE FOR 

PUBLICATION - 
CLAIMS

Notice is given of the 
death of Elaine K. Paske, 
of Davis, Illinois. Letters 
of Office were issued on 
October 12, 2023, to:

Cheryl L. Paske
1623 20th Ave.

Monroe, WI 53566
as independent Executor 
of the Estate of Elaine K. 
Paske, whose attorney is

Anthony V. Coon
Attorney At Law

10 N. Galena Ave.,
Ste. 210

Freeport, IL 61032
The estate will be ad-

ministered without Court 
supervision unless, under 
Section 28.4 of the Pro-
bate Act (755 ILCS 5/28-
4), any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any time 
by mailing or delivering a 
Petition To Terminate to 
the Clerk.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the office 
of the Clerk of the Court 
at the Stephenson County 
Courthouse, 15 N. Galena 
Avenue, Freeport, Illinois 
61032, or with the repre-
sentative, or both, on or 
before April 26, 2024, and 
any claim not filed on or 
before said date is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the repre-
sentative and to the attor-
ney within ten (10) days 

after it has been filed.
Date: 10/17/23.

Cheryl L. Paske,
Executor

By: Anthony V. Coon
Anthony V. Coon,
Attorney At Law

Anthony V. Coon,
#6269568
Attorney at Law
10 N. Galena Ave.,
Ste. 210
Freeport, IL 61032
815-235-2212
Fax 815-232-5500
tonycoonlaw@aol.com

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

Oct. 25, Nov. 1 & 8, 2023)
445686

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

STEPHENSON 
COUNTY-IN PROBATE

In Re the Matter of the 
Estate of :
JAMES H. EVERS,
    Deceased.

No. 2023PR66
 

NOTICE FOR 
PUBLICATION- 

CLAIMS

Notice is given of the 
death of James H. Evers, of 
Freeport, Illinois. Letters 
of Office were issued on 
October 19, 2023, to:

Joel T. Evers
c/o Anthony V. Coon

Attorney At law
10 N. Galena Ave.,

Ste.210
Freeport, Illinois 61032

as independent Adminis-
trator of the Estate of James 
H. Evers, whose attorney is

Anthony V. Coon
Attorney At law

10 N. Galena Ave.,
Ste. 210

Freeport, Illinois 61032

The estate will be ad-
ministered without Court 
supervision unless, under 
Section 28.4 of the Pro-
bate Act (755 ILCS 5/28-
4), any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any time 
by  mailing or delivering 
a Petition To Terminate to 
the Clerk.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the office 
of the Clerk of the Court 
at  the Stephenson County 
Courthouse, 15 N. Galena 
Avenue, Freeport, Illinois 

61032, or with the repre-
sentative, or both, on or be-
fore May 3, 2024, and any 
claim not filed on or before 
said date is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the represen-
tative and to the attorney 
within ten (10) days after it 
has been filed.

Date: October 20, 2023.

Joel T. Evers,
Administrator

By: Anthony V. Coon
Anthony V. Coon,
Attorney At Law

Anthony V. Coon,
#6269568
Attorney at Law
10 N. Galena Ave., 
Ste. 210
Freeport, IL 61032
815-235-2212
Fax 815-232-5500
tonycoonlaw@aol.com

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 
Nov. 1, 8 & 15, 2023)

445911

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

STEPHENSON 
COUNTY-IN PROBATE

In Re the Matter of the 
Estate of: 
CHARLES M. LUECKE,
    Deceased.
No.  23-PR-67

NOTICE FOR 
PUBLICATION - 

CLAIMS

Notice is given of the 
death of Charles M. Lu-
ecke, of Freeport, Illinois. 
Letters of Office were is-
sued on October 24, 2023, 
to:

Alicia M. DeMichele
2209 Oriole Dr.

Freeport, IL 61032

as independent Executor 
of the Estate of Charles M. 
Luecke, whose attorney is

Anthony V. Coon
Attorney At law

10 N. Galena Ave.,
Ste. 210

Freeport, Illinois 61032

The estate will be ad-
ministered without Court 
supervision unless, under 
Section 28.4 of the Probate 
Act (7551LCS 5/28-4), any 
interested person termi-
nates independent adminis-

tration at any time by mail-
ing or delivering a Petition 
To Terminate to the Clerk. 

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the office 
of the Clerk of the Court 
at the Stephenson County 
Courthouse, 15 N.  Galena 
Avenue, Freeport, Illinois 
61032, or  with the repre-
sentative, or both, on or be-
fore May 10, 2024,and any 
claim not filed on or before 
said date is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the represen-
tative and to the attorney 
within ten (10) days after it 
has been filed.

Date: October 24,  2023.
 

Alicia M. DeMichele, 
Executor

By: Anthony V. Coon
Anthony V. Coon,
Attorney At Law

Anthony V. Coon,
#6269568
Attorney at Law
10 N. Galena Ave.,
Ste. 210
Freeport, IL 61032
815-235-2212
Fax 815-232-5500
tonycoonlaw@aol.com

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 
Nov. 1, 8 & 15, 2023)

446078

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS

U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION,
    PLAINTIFF,
  VS.
UNKNOWN HEIRS 
AND LEGATEES 
OF PATRICIA L. 
RATKOVICH; TRICIA 
A HALTER; ROBERT J 
RATKOVICH; BRIAN 
R RATKOVICH; 
ILLINOIS HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,
    DEFENDANTS.

NO. 2023FC53
145 NORTH WHISTLER 
AVENUE
FREEPORT, IL 61032
JUDGE
PRESIDING JUDGE

NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN TO YOU,
Unknown Heirs and 
Legatees of Patricia L. 

Ratkovich
Robert J Ratkovich
Unknown Owners and 
Non-Record Claimants
defendants, that this case 
has been commenced in 
this Court against you and 
other defendants, asking 
for the foreclosure of a cer-
tain Mortgage conveying 
the premises described as 
follows, to wit:

THE NORTH SIX-
TY (60) FEET OF LOT 
TWENTY-EIGHT (28) 
IN POWELL AND WAD-
DELL’S SUBDIVISION 
OF THE EAST HALF 
(1/2) OF THE NORTH-
EAST QUARTER (1/4) 
OF SECTION 36, TOWN-
SHIP 27 NORTH, RANGE 
7 EAST OF THE FOURTH 
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, 
THE PLAT OF WHICH 
SUBDIVISION IS RE-
CORDED IN BOOK 26 
OF DEEDS ON PAGE 
267 IN THE RECORD-
ER’S OFFICE OF STE-
PHENSON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS; SITUATED 
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF 
FREEPORT, COUNTY 
OF STEPHENSON AND 
STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Commonly known as: 
145 North Whistler Avenue

Freeport, IL 61032
and which said Mortgage 

was made by,
Patricia L Ratkovich
Mortgagor(s), to
Mortgage Electronic 

Registration Systems, Inc. 
as nominee for Academy 
Mortgage Corporation

Mortgagee, and recorded 
in the Office of the Record-
er of Deeds of Stephenson 
County, Illinois, as Docu-
ment No. 202000178076; 
and for other relief.

UNLESS YOU file your 
answer or otherwise file 
your appearance in this 
case, on or before De-
cember 1, 2023, A JUDG-
MENT OR DECREE BY 
DEFAULT MAY BE TAK-
EN AGAINST YOU FOR 
THE RELIEF ASKED IN 
THE COMPLAINT.

You have been sued. To 
participate in the case, 
you MUST file an official 
document with the court 
within the time stated on 
this Notice called an “Ap-
pearance” and a docu-
ment called an “Answer/
Response”. The Answer/
Response is not required 
in small claims or eviction 
cases unless ordered by the 
court. If you do not file an 
Appearance and Answer/
Response on time, the 
court may decide the case 

without hearing from you, 
and you could be held in 
default and lose the case. 
After you fill out the nec-
essary documents, you 
need to electronically file 
(e-file) them with the court. 
To e-file, you must create 
an account with an e-fil-
ing service provider. For 
more information, go to 
ilcourts.info/efiling. If you 
cannot e-file, you can get 
an exemption that allows 
you to file in-person or by 
mail. You may be charged 
filing fees, but if you can-
not pay them, you can file 
an Application for Waiver 
of Court Fees. It is possi-
ble that the court will allow 
you to attend the first court 
date in this case in-person 
or remotely by video or 
phone. Contact the Cir-
cuit Court Clerk’s office 
or visit the Court’s website 
to find out whether this is 
possible and, if so, how to 
do this. Need help? Call or 
text Illinois Court Help at 
833-411-1121 or go to il-
courthelp.gov for informa-
tion about going to court, 
including how to fill out 
and file documents. You 
can also get free legal in-
formation and legal refer-
rals at illinoislegalaid.org. 
All documents referred to 
in this Notice can be found 
at ilcourts.info/forms. Oth-
er documents may be avail-
able from your local Cir-
cuit Court Clerk’s office or 
website. ¿Necesita ayuda? 
Llame o envíe un mensa-
je de texto a Illinois Court 
Help al 833-411- 1121, o 
visite ilcourthelp.gov para 
obtener información so-
bre los casos de la corte y 
cómo completar y presen-
tar formularios.

PURSUANT TO THE 
FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT, 
THE PLAINTIFF’S AT-
TORNEY IS DEEMED 
TO BE A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT AND 
ANY INFORMATION 
WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.
McCalla Raymer Leibert 
Pierce, LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
1 N. Dearborn St. 
Suite 1200
Chicago, IL 60602
Ph. (312) 346-9088
File No. 
23-16149IL-968558
I3231843 

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 
Nov. 1, 8 & 15, 2023)

446109
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LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

SALE
The following self-storage 
Cube contents containing 
household and other goods 
will be sold for cash by 
CubeSmart Asset Man-
agement, LLC as Agent 
for owner #4409, 555 W. 
South Street Freeport, Il 
61032 to satisfy a lien on 
November 16, 2023 at 1:15 
pm. Cube 1297 Sherman 
Dean

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

Nov. 1 & 8, 2023)
445599

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT

JO DAVIESS COUNTY - 
GALENA, ILLINOIS

ROCKET MORTGAGE, 
LLC F/K/A QUICKEN 
LOANS, LLC F/K/A 
QUICKEN LOANS INC.
    Plaintiff,
  -v.-
VALERIE VEGA A/K/A 
VALERIE N. VEGA et al
    Defendant

2023 FC 6
NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered in the above cause 
on June 12, 2023, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Cor-
poration, will at 1:30 PM 
on November 17, 2023, at 
the office of Vincent Roth 
Toepfer & Leinen PC, 
11406 U.S. Route 20 W, 
Galena, IL, 61036, sell at 
a public sale to the highest 
bidder, as set forth below, 
the following described 
real estate:

THAT CERTAIN LOT 
OF GROUND IN BLOCK 
NUMBER SIXTY-ONE 
(61) IN THE CITY OF GA-
LENA, ON THE WEST 
SIDE OF GALENA RIV-
ER, KNOWN AND DES-
IGNATED ON SAID C.S. 
HEMPSTEAD’S SUBDI-
VISION OF LOTS NUM-
BER ONE (1), TWO (2) 
AND FOUR (4) IN SAID 
BLOCK NO. SIXTY-ONE 
(61) AS SURVEYED 
AND PLATTED BY MIL-
TON WADLEIGH, CITY 
SURVEYOR, DECEM-
BER 10, 1855, AS LOT 
NUMBER EIGHT (8) IN 
SAID ORIGINAL LOT 
NUMBER TWO (2) AND 
BEING ON CORNER 
OF WASHINGTON AND 
LIBERTY STREETS AS 
MAY APPEAR BY REF-
ERENCE TO THE SAID 
PLAT OF SUBDIVISION 

OF LOTS 1, 2 AND 4 
CONTAINING 60 FEET 
ON LIBERTY STREET 
BY 135 FEET DEEP. SIT-
UATED IN THE CITY OF 
GALENA, COUNTY OF 
JO DAVIESS AND STATE 
OF ILLINOIS.

TOGETHER WITH 
THE FOLLOWING DE-
SCRIBED PORTION OF 
VACATED LIBERTY 
STREET, BEGINNING AT 
A POINT ON THE EAST-
ERLY LINE OF LIBERTY 
STREET WHICH POINT 
IS 15.0 FEET SOUTHER-
LY FROM THE SOUTH-
ERLY LINE OF WASH-
INGTON STREET IN 
SAID CITY OF GALE-
NA; THENCE SOUTH-
ERLY 29.0 FEET ALONG 
SAID EASTERLY LINE 
OF LIBERTY STREET; 
THENCE WESTER-
LY 12.5 FEET AT AN 
ANGLE OF 90°36’ AS 
MEASURED COUNT-
ER-CLOCKWISE FROM 
THE PRECEDING LINE; 
THENCE NORTHERLY 
29.0 FEET TO A POINT 
12.8 FEET FROM THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING; 
SAID PORTION OF LIB-
ERTY STREET SITU-
ATED IN JO DAVIESS 
COUNTY, STATE OF IL-
LINOIS.

Commonly known as 612 
WASHINGTON ST, GA-
LENA, IL 61036

Property Index No. 22-
101-027-00

The real estate is im-
proved with a residence.

Sale terms: 25% down 
of the highest bid by cer-
tified funds at the close 
of the sale payable to The 
Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion.  No third party checks 
will be accepted. The bal-
ance, in certified funds/or 
wire transfer, is due with-
in twenty-four (24) hours. 
The subject property is 
subject to general real es-
tate taxes, special assess-
ments, or special taxes 
levied against said real es-
tate and is offered for sale 
without any representation 
as to quality or quantity of 
title and without recourse 
to Plaintiff and in “AS IS” 
condition. The sale is fur-
ther subject to confirma-
tion by the court.

Upon payment in full of 
the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Cer-
tificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a 
deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT 
be open for inspection 

and plaintiff makes no 
representation as to the 
condition of the property. 
Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the 
court file to verify all infor-
mation.

If this property is a con-
dominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale, other than 
a mortgagee, shall pay the 
assessments and the legal 
fees required by The Con-
dominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and 
(g)(4). If this property is a 
condominium unit which is 
part of a common interest 
community, the purchas-
er of the unit at the fore-
closure sale other than a 
mortgagee shall pay the as-
sessments required by The 
Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-
1).

IF YOU ARE THE 
MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE IL-
LINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo 
identification issued by a 
government agency (driv-
er’s license, passport, etc.) 
in order to gain entry into 
our building and the fore-
closure sale room in Cook 
County and the same iden-
tification for sales held at 
other county venues where 
The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration conducts foreclosure 
sales.

For information, exam-
ine the court file, CODI-
LIS & ASSOCIATES, 
P.C. Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 
15W030 NORTH FRONT-
AGE ROAD, SUITE 100, 
BURR RIDGE, IL, 60527 
(630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES 
CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 
24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-
SALE

You can also visit The Ju-
dicial Sales Corporation at 
www.tjsc.com for a 7 day 
status report of pending 
sales.
CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONT-
AGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: 
pleadings@il.cslegal.com

Attorney File No. 
14-23-02167
Attorney ARDC No. 
00468002
Case Number: 2023 FC 6
TJSC#: 43-2443

NOTE: Pursuant to the 
Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised 
that Plaintiff’s attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collec-
tor attempting to collect a 
debt and any information 
obtained will be used for 
that purpose.
Case # 2023 FC 6
I3231248

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

Oct. 25, Nov. 1 & 8, 2023)
445642

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT

JO DAVIESS COUNTY - 
GALENA, ILLINOIS

U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION
    Plaintiff,
  -v.-
MELISSA S. TURNER 
et al
    Defendant

2023 FC 2
NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered in the above cause on 
August 10, 2023, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Cor-
poration, will at 1:30 PM 
on November 28, 2023, at 
the office of Vincent Roth 
Toepfer & Leinen PC, 
11406 U.S. Route 20 W, 
Galena, IL, 61036, sell at 
a public sale to the highest 
bidder, as set forth below, 
the following described 
real estate:

LOT TEN (10) IN 
BLOCK ONE (1) IN 
BASTEN SUBDIVISION 
IN THE CITY OF EAST 
DUBUQUE, JO DAVIESS 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS, AC-
CORDING TO THE RE-
CORDED PLAT THERE-
OF.

Commonly known as 
604 DELORES ST, EAST 
DUBUQUE, IL 61025

Property Index No. 05-
506-620-00

The real estate is im-
proved with a residence.

Sale terms: 25% down 
of the highest bid by cer-
tified funds at the close 
of the sale payable to The 
Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion.  No third party checks 
will be accepted. The bal-
ance, in certified funds/or 
wire transfer, is due with-
in twenty-four (24) hours. 
The subject property is 
subject to general real es-
tate taxes, special assess-
ments, or special taxes 
levied against said real es-
tate and is offered for sale 
without any representation 
as to quality or quantity of 
title and without recourse 
to Plaintiff and in “AS IS” 
condition. The sale is fur-
ther subject to confirma-
tion by the court.

Upon payment in full of 
the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Cer-
tificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a 
deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT 
be open for inspection 
and plaintiff makes no 
representation as to the 
condition of the property. 
Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the 
court file to verify all infor-
mation.

If this property is a con-
dominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale, other than 
a mortgagee, shall pay the 
assessments and the legal 
fees required by The Con-
dominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and 
(g)(4). If this property is a 
condominium unit which is 
part of a common interest 
community, the purchas-
er of the unit at the fore-
closure sale other than a 
mortgagee shall pay the as-
sessments required by The 
Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-
1).

IF YOU ARE THE 
MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY 

OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE IL-
LINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo 
identification issued by a 
government agency (driv-
er’s license, passport, etc.) 
in order to gain entry into 
our building and the fore-
closure sale room in Cook 
County and the same iden-
tification for sales held at 
other county venues where 
The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration conducts foreclosure 
sales.

For information, exam-
ine the court file, CODI-
LIS & ASSOCIATES, 
P.C. Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 
15W030 NORTH FRONT-
AGE ROAD, SUITE 100, 
BURR RIDGE, IL, 60527 
(630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES 
CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 
24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-
SALE

You can also visit The Ju-
dicial Sales Corporation at 
www.tjsc.com for a 7 day 
status report of pending 
sales.
CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONT-
AGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: 
pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 
14-22-09717
Attorney ARDC No. 
00468002
Case Number: 2023 FC 2
TJSC#: 43-3282

NOTE: Pursuant to the 
Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised 
that Plaintiff’s attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collec-
tor attempting to collect a 
debt and any information 
obtained will be used for 
that purpose.
Case # 2023 FC 2
I3231812

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

Nov. 1, 8 & 15, 2023)
446110
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10240 N. Old Mill Rd. • McConnell, IL 61050
815-541-3348 • heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines

Your local Toro Dealer & Master Service Center

406924

WIN WINTER!

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

Nick Judge • 815-990-8937
www.sixpointservices.com

Residential and 
Commercial

Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning

Window Washing
Holiday Lighting

Fully insured
413671

Service CornerThe Scoop Today & 
Shopper’s Guide

446645

DeVoe 
License 
& Title 
Service

Call for Appointment
Mon-Fri 

10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Saturday

10 a.m. - noon

216 W. Main • Lena
815-369-5549

368916

Rose 
Handyman 

Service
WE DO IT ALL

No job too small
815-990-0095

432030

385630

240 W. Main St., Suite C • Lena, IL
Call for a quote • 815-369-4747

PRICE • COVERAGE • SERVICE

Gretchen
Rackow

Joe
Werhane

• Auto • Motorcycle • Boat • 

• Snowmobile • RV •

• Home • Renters • 

• Condo • Rented Dwelling •  

• Mobile Home •

• Business • Farm • Life • 

www.bussianinsurance.com

Brakes • Suspension • Steering

Engine Drivability Diagnosis

Starting & Charging Systems

Classic Cars including: Standalone Engine 
Management Systems, Fuel Injection 

Installation & Tuning, Complete Wiring, 
Performance Modifications

Josh Kuenzi • 608-214-8600
Winslow, IL www.kptautomotive.com

445450

State pauses enrollment in health care program for 
immigrant seniors as spending again outpaces estimates
By Jerry Nowicki
Capitol News illiNois

Gov. JB Pritzker’s adminis-
tration is pausing enrollment 
in a state-funded health care 
program for certain immi-
grants aged 65 and older—the 
fulfillment of a previously an-
nounced plan to cap spending 
on the program. 

It’s an expected move that 
the administration announced 
in June to control the rising 
costs of a program that has 
proven more expensive than 
its initial estimates since it 
became law in 2020. While 
no new enrollees will be ac-
cepted for the time being, 
those already in the program 
will not see any changes to 
their current benefits.

The Health Benefits for 
Immigrant Seniors program 
provides state-funded Med-
icaid-like benefits to individ-

uals who would qualify for 
the federal program based on 
their income levels if not for 
their immigration status. That 
includes individuals in the 
U.S. without legal permission 
and those who have obtained 
a green card but not yet com-
pleted a five-year waiting pe-
riod making them eligible for 
federal benefits. An associat-
ed state program, Health Ben-
efits for Immigrant Adults, 
provides similar benefits to 
noncitizens aged 42-64. 

But unlike traditional Med-
icaid, which is jointly funded 
with state and federal money, 
the immigrant health care 
programs are funded almost 
entirely with state dollars due 
to federal reimbursement lim-
itations for noncitizens. 

Together, lawmakers al-
located $550 million to fund 
those programs in fiscal year 

2024, which began July 1. 
Lawmakers also gave the 
Pritzker administration au-
thority to take action through 
the state’s administrative 
rulemaking process to keep 
spending at those levels. 

Wielding that authori-
ty shortly after signing the 
bill, Pritzker capped HBIA 
enrollees as of July 1 and 
announced a 16,500 cap on 
HBIS enrollees—a threshold 
the Department of Healthcare 
and Family Services expects 
to hit early this month. 

But the latest cost estimates 
from HFS show that those 
caps—combined with admin-
istrative delays in launching 
copay and co-insurance re-
quirements for enrollees—
have failed to control pro-
gram spending. 

An analysis dated Sep-
tember 2023 from the HFS 

website shows the program is 
expected to cost $831 million 
in FY 2024, more than $280 
million beyond the allocat-
ed amount. That estimate 
was based on total program 
enrollment of nearly 69,000 
individuals with a per-pa-
tient-per-month cost estimate 
provided by the actuarial firm 
Milliman, which contracts 
with the department. 

While the latest estimate 
exceeds the budgeted amount, 
it’s nearly $300 million be-
low a May estimate from the 
Pritzker administration that 
projected program cost could 
grow to $1.1 billion without 
cost-saving measures. 

The advocates behind the 
push for the noncitizen health 
care programs—most notably 
the Illinois Legislative Latino 
Caucus—have long argued 
that providing health care, es-

pecially preventative care, to 
immigrant populations would 
be cheaper than making them 
dependent on emergency 
room visits. 

The Healthy Illinois Cam-
paign, an advocacy coalition 
that’s another main backer 
of the programs, has also 
long referred to health care 
as a human right. They took 
to social media to encourage 
eligible enrollees to apply for 
the program prior to the cap 
taking effect. 

“While expected, the an-
nouncement is still a disap-
pointing step backwards from 
the collective progress our 
state has made around health 
care access,” Healthy Illinois 
Campaign Director Tovia Sie-
gel said in a statement. “The 
HBIS program provides vital, 
lifesaving health care services 
to thousands of vulnerable 
older adults across Illinois.”

She said the move will 
“significantly diminish the 
state’s ability to care for its el-
derly residents” and urged the 
administration to “continue 
to work with advocates and 
community organizations to 
find fiscally responsible solu-
tions” while protecting health 
care access for those enrolled 
in the program.

But the administration has 
noted that the costs are great-
er for new enrollees in the 
programs because they have 
often gone long periods with-
out preventative care. While 
it is expected that individual 
patients’ costs will level out 
as they receive routine care, 
growing enrollment means 
the expensive first-time costs 
continue to grow as well. 

“Compared with the tradi-
tional Medicaid population, 
month-over-month enroll-
ment has grown at a higher 
rate, and per-enrollee costs 
have tracked higher among 
the HBIA and HBIS-enrolled 
populations due to more 
prevalent, untreated chronic 
conditions and higher hospi-
tal costs, pushing the limit of 

the funds made available for 
these programs for the cur-
rent fiscal year,” HFS said in 
a statement. 

Before a recent legislative 
rulemaking oversight com-
mittee, HFS attorney Omar 
Shaker said the department 
remains in discussions with 
the federal government to im-
plement copay and cost-shar-
ing measures. 

Initially scheduled to go 
live on July 1, the copays 
would have cost $250 for in-
patient hospitalizations and 
$100 for an emergency room 
visit. Enrollees receiving 
certain outpatient services at 
hospitals or surgical centers 
would be subject to 10 per-
cent coinsurance, which the 
department said at the time 
“could range from $3.70 to 
$202.95, depending on the 
service received.”

But early in September, 
the administration paused 
those requirements to ensure 
they don’t jeopardize federal 
matching dollars for services 
that are subject to reimburse-
ment, such as emergency 
room care. Providers who 
had collected copays were in-
structed to return them. 

Shaker told the Joint 
Committee on Administra-
tive Rules this week that the 
department would like to 
reinstate the copay and co-
insurance measures, possi-
bly as early as Jan. 1. But he 
acknowledged that the new 
rules authorizing them might 
not be ready by that date. 

As of Jan. 1, however, he 
said he did expect the depart-
ment to begin a “coordinated 
effort” to involve managed 
care organizations in the pro-
vision of the health care pro-
gram. That’s a state system 
that involves private insurers 
in the Medicaid program, en-
suring patients receive regu-
lar checkups and follow-up 
care. 

Shaker said the department 
expects that move to further 
lower program costs. 

39
30
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Answers
PUZZLE 1 PUZZLE 2 CROSSWORD

IN*CI*DENTAL*LY

By
Dr. Stephen 
petraS 
Illinois Licensed 
General Dentist

Oral health crucial to controlling diabetes
 There is a bi-directional 

relationship between oral 
health and overall health. 
Current diabetic research 
findings further reinforce 
this interrelationship. 
Results clearly demonstrated 
that regular flossing and 
toothbrushing not only 
contributes to oral health 
but also plays a crucial role 
in controlling blood sugar 
levels among those with 
Type 2 diabetes. 

 Diabetes causes a perfect 
storm for oral disease and 
oral disease can make it 
difficult to control diabetes. 
If the sugar level is high in 
your blood, it’s high in your 
saliva too. This provides an 
ample food supply for oral 
bacteria. Bacteria aren’t the 
only organisms that like 
sugar. Fungi thrive on sugar, 
which is why oral fungal 
infections are common 
in people with diabetes. 

Research has shown that 
diabetics tend to have higher 
levels of inflammation in 
their bodies. The higher 
the bacteria level, the 
stronger the inflammatory 
response. Inflammation not 
only increases your risk for 
secondary infection and even 
more tissue damage, but it 
also further disrupts insulin’s 
ability to metabolize glucose. 

 If you have diabetes, 
regular dental visits are a 
must. Periodontal disease 
can increase your blood 
sugar levels which can 
make other complications 
of diabetes, such as heart, 

blood vessels, eyes, kidney, 
and nerve problems worse. 
Treating gum disease can 
help improve blood sugar 
control, which in turn helps 
to prevent progression of 
your disease. 

 High sugar levels also 
decrease saliva production 
causing xerostomia or dry 
mouth. Lack of saliva means 
that food, sugars, bacteria, 
and the acids they create 
are not being washed away. 
This decreased moisture and 
lubrication not only makes 
diabetics more prone to tooth 
decay, but sore spots, ulcers, 
and infections, including 
gingivitis and periodontal 
disease. In addition, high 
blood sugar levels cause 
blood vessels to thicken 
and become less effective 
at delivering oxygen and 
nutrients to oral tissues 
and removing waste. This 
means that not only are 

you more prone to oral 
infections but your ability 
to fight infections and heal 
is severely compromised. 
The bottom line, infections 
in diabetics tend to escalate 
quickly, and healing 
time is protracted. This 
impaired healing also leaves 
diabetics prone to secondary 
infections.

 Anyone who wears 
dentures should remove, 
clean, and check them 
daily. For diabetics, this is 
critical to avoid sores and 
inflammation. Do not sleep 
with your dentures in. There 
are several reasons for this. 
First, leaving your dentures 
in your mouth all the time 
creates an ideal breeding 
space for bacteria and fungi. 
Second, because the act of 
swallowing your saliva is 
more difficult with them in, 
there is an increased risk 
for you to inhale your saliva 

while you sleep. This can 
lead to infections in your 
lungs. Finally, sleeping 
without your dentures 
will give your oral tissues 
a crucial break from the 
constant pressure that could 
lead to bone loss and tissue 
damage.

 There is also an 
interconnected relationship 
between nutrition, oral 
health, and overall health. 
The health of the oral cavity 
affects the ability to consume 
nutrients that contribute 
to oral and overall health. 
Poorly controlled diabetes 
can lead to oral disease 
and oral disease can make 
it difficult to maintain a 
well-balanced, nutrient-
rich diet that is essential to 
controlling disease progress. 
This negative feedback 
cycle clearly shows that 
controlling your diabetes 
will improve your oral 

health and maintaining your 
oral health is essential to 
controlling your diabetes. 
Daily oral care and routine 
dental checkups are crucial 
to keeping your blood 
sugar and A1C levels 
under control. If you have 
periodontal disease, your 
dentist may need to see you 
more often. Make sure to 
update your health history 
and any medications that 
you are taking at each dental 
visit. Be honest if you are 
struggling with your blood 
sugar levels. Make sure that 
you eat before you go to the 
dentist. Do not hesitate if 
you have any questions about 
your home care or difficulty 
eating. Maintaining your 
health is our top priority. 
Do not hesitate to notify 
your dentist if you develop 
any oral sores or signs of 
infection so these can be 
addressed promptly.

Galena ARC art classes for homeschool learners
 The Galena ARC now 

offers affordable art class-
es for Tri-State area home-
school learners. The classes 
will take place in the Gale-
na ARC Art Studio, 11084 
W US HWY 20, Galena, on 
the second Monday of every 
month during the school year. 
The first class will be Mon-
day, Nov. 13 from 1:30 to 3 

p.m. Students must register in 
advance as space is limited. 
Classes are for ages 6-14 and 
are $15 per person, per class. 
Registration information can 
be found online: GalenaARC.
org/homeschool-art-classes  

 Liz Larson, ARC Art Pro-
gram Director, will lead a 
variety of art lessons to im-
prove observation and art 

skills using different medi-
ums, art elements and prin-
ciples. Our classes will build 
your student’s creativity, 
problem-solving, and critical 
thinking through visual arts 
education. Encouraging stu-
dents to use their imagination 
can help them actively engage 
with new concepts and dis-
cover connections between 

ideas as well as provide ad-
vantages for their social and 
emotional well-being.

 The Galena ARC is ex-
cited to offer a place where 
students can explore and de-
velop their creativity and be 
inspired by their peers. Please 
contact Liz Larson at artdi-
rector@galenaarc.org with 
any questions. 

Shots fired near Winneshiek Street
 On Oct. 28, 2023, at approximately 2:05 a.m., officers 

of the Freeport Police Department responded to the area 
of Winneshiek St. and State Ave. for a report of gunshots 
being fired. Upon arrival, officers located and collected 
evidence that showed a firearm had been discharged in 
area.  There were no reported victims or property damage. 

 The Freeport Police department is investigating the 
incident and is asking for anyone who has any information 
to contact either the Freeport Police Department at 
815-235-8222, or Stateline Area Crime Stoppers at 
866-TIPSNOW or through texting at Tip411. 
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 help wanted

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

Farms

  business & service

 real estate

 real estate

FIND YOUR NEXT RIDE
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

 transportation
Automobiles

2000 RANGER SPORT Runs 
well, new batt. & starter, 155K. 
$2,500 OBO 262-662-1692.

2008 JEEP LIBERTY 195K,4x4 
new tires,new exhaust, new AC 
compressor, new front axles. 
Will run 50K mi. with routine oil 
changes. $2,500 Firm. text or call 
262-716-6180.

2011 BUICK REGAL Dark 
blue, mint cond., 111,000 miles. 
$7,000 262-203-3243.

Boats
1982 EVINRUDE BOAT MO-
TOR/TRAILER. 25 HP. $900 
OBO 414-659-0711.

Farm Machinery
REAR TRACTOR TIRES 
12.4x38. $500. OBO. Call 847-
212-9039.

Sports/Classic 
Cars

1946 INTERNATIONAL PANEL 
TRUCK Unrestored, orig., but no 
axles. $2,000 Ford power stroke 
deisel engine. $2,000. 262-949-
7100.

Trucks & Trailers
2020 DIAMOND C TRAILER 
PSA 12 X 83. W/spare, never 
used. $2,000 773-676-5091.

CARGO TRAILER 5x8 En-
closed, needs work, Elkhorn lo-
cation $395. 262-949-6997.

 for rent

Auctions

 for sale
Announcements

CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Burial Needs
7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to 
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva, 
WI 53147. This is a private sale. 
Contact Randy, the seller at 
randy@slpublishers.com.

Agriculture
BELVIDERE AREA FARMERS 
Loosing soybean yield to white 
mold? We can help. Call Jeff 
1-309-278-2446.

Call
815-369-4112

for details
on placing an ad

Time To
Sell Your 
Home?

42
27

91

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial 
status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number 
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OP-
PORTUNITY

444841

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing is looking for a Part-

Time Advertising Sales Executive. 
Approximately 20 hours per week.

We publish newspapers, shoppers, and 
niche publications throughout the stateline. 
You have the opportunity to sell into all Rock 
Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making 
your paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:

Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising
Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com

Fax: (262) 725-6844

NOTICE
Effective Immediately
The Deadline to place a Classified 
Box Ad or Classified Line Ad will 

be on Friday at 4 p.m.
Thank you, we appreciate

your business.

446580

Rock ValleyPublishing LLC

Help Wanted
The Galena Art & Recreation Center has an immediate opening 

for a Lead Teacher. This individual can have an AA degree or 
above in a field related to early childhood education or child 
development or 30 semester hours of college credits with 6 
semester hours of early childhood/child development related 
field and one year of verified experience working directly with 
children. Qualified candidate should also be flexible in working 
with infant to preschool age children. The Galena ARC offers 
competitive wages, free childcare, paid holidays and paid 
vacation along with Monday through Friday shifts only.

The Galena ARC is also looking for classroom aides to assist 
our teachers in infant to school age settings. Responsibilities 
include helping in daily activities, nap time, heating lunches, 
along with other childcare functions. 

For more information, contact Dave Decker, Executive Director, 
at 815-777-2248, email resume to executivedirector@galenaarc.
org or stop by to fill out an application. 11084 US Hwy 20 W,  
Galena, IL 61036. 446609

Fall Classic Auction
Nov 16-19 Preview 11/15, 12-7pm

8512 S. Union Rd. Union, IL 60180
Bid Live in Union or Bid Online at

DonleyAuctions.com
Coins, cars, advertising, coinop, petroliana, 

jewelry, jukeboxes, steam-powered, pinball, 
fine art, celebrity autographs, Playboy 

memorabilia. See the complete catalog online!

44
65

77

Apartments
LENA 1BDR Ground floor apart-
ment. Appliances furnished. 
$395/month. No Smoking 815-
369-2827

DOUGLAS YEGGE �  563�320�9900                                                 
ALAN MCNEIL � 563�321�1125       

700 6th Ave., DeWitt, IA 52742 
Peoplescompany.com                                                                   

MCHENRY COUNTY, IL 
New Listing � 248.202 Acres MOL, with 235 acres in row 
crop production carrying an impressive 130 productivity 
index. Farm is located in a prime location just South of  
Hebron Illinois. 

FARMS FOR SALE                                                  
Peoples Company 

DOUGLAS YEGGE �  563�320�9900                                                 
ALAN MCNEIL � 563�321�1125       

700 6th Ave., DeWitt, IA 52742 
Peoplescompany.com                                                                   

MCHENRY COUNTY, IL 
New Listing � 248.202 Acres MOL, with 235 acres in row 
crop production carrying an impressive 130 productivity 
index. Farm is located in a prime location just South of  
Hebron Illinois. 

FARMS FOR SALE                                                  
Peoples Company 

MCHENRY COUNTY, IL

New Listing - 248.202 Acres MOL, with 
235 acres in row crop prodution carring an 
impressive 130 productivity index. Farm 
is located in a prime location just South of 
Hebron Illinois.

446611

For details on 
placing an ad in our

Classified 
Section

Call
815-369-4112
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the Scoop Today
Serving the communities in Jo Daviess County Regional Ag Sales

Reps Wanted

20%-30% Commission
Rates on Sales

Submit your application
to sales@alpineag.xyz

410535

410539

240 W. Main St., Suite A, Lena, IL 61048
815-369-4225

www.radersinsurance.com 
www.westpointmutual.com

ROCKFORDMUTUAL
      I N S U R A N C E  C O M P A N Y
                                            Putting Lives Back Together

Since 1896

ROCKFORDMUTUAL
      I N S U R A N C E  C O M P A N Y
                                            Putting Lives Back Together

Since 1896

PMS Version

CMYK Version

 SM

 SM

May You Have A 
Healthy & Prosperous 

New Year
Nick, Annie & Kris

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

By Beth Hundsdorfer
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Local hospitals and health 
departments will get help 
from the Illinois Department 
of Public Health and the Illi-
nois Emergency Management 
Agency to meet the healthcare 
demand during a COVID-19 
surge, adding staffing to pro-
vide medical care and provide 

vaccines and testing.
The state will also help ramp 

up COVID-19 testing, now op-
erating six days a week to in-
crease availability. That started 
Monday.

“We are also increasing test-
ing and continuing to distribute 
monoclonal antibodies, anti-vi-
ral pills and any treatments or 
personal protective equipment 

communities need,” Gov. JB 
Pritzker said during a news 
conference. “I will continue to 
do everything possible to pro-
tect all the people of this state, 
whatever your vaccine status. 
But what kind of year 2022 
turns out to be depends on all 
of us doing what is best for all 
of us.”

 Pritzker was on a call with 

President Joe Biden and the 
National Governors Associa-
tion on Dec. 27 to discuss the 
response to the Omicron vari-
ant.

Illinois Department of Pub-
lic Health Director Dr. Ngozi 
Ezike confirmed that Illinois 
is seeing higher hospitalization 
rates. The state is now averag-
ing 500 hospital admissions a 

State to assist with mass vaccinations, testing 
operations, hospital staffing to battle COVID-19 surge

Illinois will send personnel and resources to county health departments
day due to COVID-19. While 
Illinois was still battling the 
Delta variant of COVID-19, 
the Omicron variant was intro-
duced a couple of weeks ago. 
The Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention said earlier 
last month that the Omicron 
variant is the dominant strain 
of COVID-19 in the U.S. with 
more than 73 percent of new 
cases attributable to the variant.

To protect from the 
COVID-19, harm reduction 
strategies will still need to be 
employed, Ezike said, like 
wearing masks, social distanc-
ing, hand-washing and staying 
away from large crowds.

“We have a vaccine that is 
highly effective at preventing 
severe illness and death,” Ezike 
said. “Currently, we are seeing 
a demand for booster doses, 
but it is critically important for 
those who have yet to receive 
even one dose of vaccine to get 

vaccinated.”
The vast majority of cases, 

hospitalizations and deaths are 
among the unvaccinated, Ezike 
said.

Those most at risk:
· Are more than 65 years old.
· Suffer from heart, liver or 

kidney disease.
· Are immunocompromised.
· Have diabetes.
Vaccine clinics will be held 

in Cook, DuPage, Lake, Will, 
Kane, St. Clair, McLean, San-
gamon, Peoria, Winnebago, 
Jackson and Adams counties. 
Anyone age 12 older can get 
a first or second dose at these 
locations.

Community-based testing 
sites will be open Monday 
through Saturday in Aurora, 
Arlington Heights, South Hol-
land, Fairview Heights, Peo-
ria, Bloomington, Champaign, 
Harwood Heights, Rockford 
and Waukegan.

Jo Daviess food pantry 
fundraiser a success

 Each year Shepherd of the 
Hills Lutheran Church holds 
a Steak Fry with all proceeds 
going to support the seven Jo 
Daviess County food pantries.  
The last two years, due to the 
Covid Pandemic, the church 
has hosted a virtual “Steak 
Fry” to continuing garnering 
support.  On Dec. 27, 2021, 

Larry Cording, Steak Fry 
Chairperson, and Pastor Jim 
Mehltretter met with county 
food pantry representatives.  
Thanks to the generosity of 
“Steak Fry” proceeds and 
congregational donations, 
checks totaling $2,800 were 
dispersed, with a $400 check 
going to each food pantry.
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24-HOUR SERVICE ON ALL BRANDS

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

www.superiorhvacservices.com

New installation • Remodeling
Routine maintenance • Repairs

409646

Shopper’s Guide
Serving the communities in Stephenson County

410588

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

ACCIDENTS HAPPEN!
Let us take the worry out of having your vehicle repaired.

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 After winning their first 
game of the season, the Le-
na-Winslow boys’ varsity 
basketball squad went on 
a five-game losing streak.  
After a tough loss to a Bel-
leville, Wisconsin team, 
the Panthers struggled to 
recover.  They went on to 
lose their next four, three 
of which were losses by ten 
points or less.  

 With a record of 2-6, the 
Panthers prepared to play in 

the Erie Tournament to end 
their 2021.  Le-Win got the 
tournament off to a good 
start with a 51-46 win over 
Orion.  It was a good confi-
dence boost for the Panthers, 
as they picked up their third 
win of the season with a 
tough opponent ahead. 

 Later that day, the Pan-
thers faced off with a Beech-
er squad in a game that 
would require overtime de-
cide.  Heading into the extra 
period tied 44-44, Beecher 
outscored the Panthers 7-6, 

handing the Panthers their 
seventh loss of the season.  
They would not let the over-
time loss deter them, howev-
er.  The Panthers managed to 
bounce back with back-to-
back wins in their next two 
games.  

 On Wednesday, Decem-
ber 29, the Panthers faced 
off with Mercer County in 
their third game of the tour-
nament.  The first quarter 
had plenty of scoring as both 
teams combined for twen-
ty-five points.  Le-Win held 

the advantage, however, go-
ing into the second quarter 
up 15-10. 

 Luke Benson caught fire 
in the second quarter.  The 
senior guard hit a trio of 
three-pointers and totaled 
thirteen points in the second 
quarter, helping to extend 
the Panthers’ lead.  In fact, 
Luke scored every single 
second quarter point for the 
Panthers, leading them to a 
28-22 lead heading into half-
time. 

 It was Brody Mahon who 

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

Panthers earn back to back wins
took over in the third quarter.  
Mahon posted twelve third 
quarter points, including a 
pair of his own three-point-
ers.  Luke added another 
five points of his own as the 
duo helped the Panthers take 
a 47-31 lead into the final 
quarter.  With a sixteen-point 
cushion, Le-Win managed to 
coast their way to a 56-37 
victory over Mercer County.  
Mahon led the team in scor-
ing with twenty-three points, 
while Luke was right be-
hind him with twenty of his 
own.  Both of them hit four 
three-pointers on the game 
as the Panthers hit on nine 
total threes in the game.  The 
offensive breakout was nice 
to see as Le-Win looks to 
climb back to five hundred 
on the season. 

 The next day, the Panthers 
were set to face off with a 
5-6 Stark County team.  At 
4-7 themselves, the Pan-
thers were slight underdogs.  
However, it appeared to be 
an even matchup from the 
start.  

 It was the three-point 
shot that sparked momentum 
for the Panthers in the first 
quarter.  Both Mahon and 
Ayden Packard hit a three as 
Le-Win looked to keep up 
with Stark Co.  The Panthers 
found themselves trailing 
12-10 at the end of the first. 

 Some good defense in the 
second quarter, to go along 
with six points from Luke, 
the Panthers managed to flip 
the cards before halftime 
as they led Stark Co. 23-18 
heading into the break. 

 Le-Win put on a dis-

play of chemistry in the 
third quarter.  As a team, 
they combined for fourteen 
points.  No individual scored 
more than four points in the 
quarter, however, as five 
Panthers helped contribute 
those fourteen points.  While 
holding Stark to just five 
points in the third, Le-Win 
managed to take another big 
37-23 lead into the fourth. 

 With the fourteen point 
advantage, the Panthers 
managed to coast their way 
to a 40-29 victory for their 
fifth win of the season.  De-
spite being just 1-5 at one 
point, the Panthers are now 
4-2 over their last six games.  
Lena-Winslow Head Coach, 
Kyle Benson, never gave up 
hope on his squad as he re-
mained focused on the task 
at hand.  Quite simply, Kyle 
credits the recent success to 
“just playing better.”  

 The Panthers have gone 
back to the basics and that 
has paid off for them.  Kyle 
explained, we are turning the 
ball over less, taking better 
shots, and playing sound de-
fense.”  While he is satisfied 
with their improvement in 
recent weeks, Kyle remains 
focused on improving each, 
and every, day.  “We still 
have some areas to shore 
up.”  Kyle said, adding “Our 
kids are trusting this process 
and we are hoping our best 
basketball is still ahead of 
us.”  

 The Panthers will be back 
in action on Saturday, Jan-
uary 8, when they travel to 
Orangeville for their first 
game of 2022.  

44
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE 15TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

JO DAVIESS COUNTY - 
GALENA, ILLINOIS

ROCKET MORTGAGE, LLC 
F/K/A QUICKEN LOANS, LLC 
F/K/A QUICKEN LOANS INC.
    Plaintiff,
  -v.-
VALERIE VEGA A/K/A VALERIE 
N. VEGA et al
    Defendant

2023 FC 6
NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered in the above cause on June 
12, 2023, an agent for The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation, will at 1:30 
PM on November 17, 2023, at the 
office of Vincent Roth Toepfer & 
Leinen PC, 11406 U.S. Route 20 
W, Galena, IL, 61036, sell at a 
public sale to the highest bidder, 
as set forth below, the following 
described real estate:

Commonly known as 612 
WASHINGTON ST, GALENA, IL 
61036

Property Index No. 22-101-027-
00

The real estate is improved with 
a residence.

Sale terms: 25% down of the 
highest bid by certified funds at 
the close of the sale payable to 
The Judicial Sales Corporation.  
No third party checks will be ac-
cepted. The balance, in certified 
funds/or wire transfer, is due 
within twenty-four (24) hours. 
The subject property is subject to 
general real estate taxes, special 
assessments, or special taxes 
levied against said real estate and 
is offered for sale without any rep-
resentation as to quality or quan-
tity of title and without recourse to 
Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition. 
The sale is further subject to con-
firmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the 
amount bid, the purchaser will re-
ceive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to 
the real estate after confirmation 
of the sale.

The property will NOT be open 
for inspection and plaintiff makes 
no representation as to the con-
dition of the property. Prospective 
bidders are admonished to check 
the court file to verify all informa-
tion.

If this property is a condominium 
unit, the purchaser of the unit at 
the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assess-
ments and the legal fees required 
by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)
(4). If this property is a condomini-
um unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale 
other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The 
Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAG-
OR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identifi-
cation issued by a government 

agency (driver’s license, pass-
port, etc.) in order to gain entry 
into our building and the foreclo-
sure sale room in Cook County 
and the same identification for 
sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration conducts foreclosure sales.

For information, examine the 
court file, CODILIS & ASSOCI-
ATES, P.C. Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE 
ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR 
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES 
CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th 
Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-4650 
(312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial 
Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.
com for a 7 day status report of 
pending sales.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE 
ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 14-23-02167
Attorney ARDC No. 00468002
Case Number: 2023 FC 6
TJSC#: 43-2443

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair 
Debt Collection Practices Act, 
you are advised that Plaintiff’s at-
torney is deemed to be a debt col-
lector attempting to collect a debt 
and any information obtained will 
be used for that purpose.
Case # 2023 FC 6
I3231248

(Published in The Scoop Today
Oct. 25, Nov. 1 & 8, 2023)

445644

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE 15TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

JO DAVIESS COUNTY - 
GALENA, ILLINOIS

U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION
    Plaintiff,
  -v.-
MELISSA S. TURNER et al
    Defendant

2023 FC 2
NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure and Sale 
entered in the above cause on 
August 10, 2023, an agent for 
The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
will at 1:30 PM on November 28, 
2023, at the office of Vincent Roth 
Toepfer & Leinen PC, 11406 U.S. 
Route 20 W, Galena, IL, 61036, 
sell at a public sale to the highest 
bidder, as set forth below, the fol-
lowing described real estate:

Commonly known as 604 DE-
LORES ST, EAST DUBUQUE, IL 
61025

Property Index No. 05-506-620-
00

The real estate is improved with 
a residence.

Sale terms: 25% down of the 
highest bid by certified funds at 
the close of the sale payable to 
The Judicial Sales Corporation.  
No third party checks will be ac-
cepted. The balance, in certified 
funds/or wire transfer, is due 
within twenty-four (24) hours. 
The subject property is subject to 
general real estate taxes, special 
assessments, or special taxes 
levied against said real estate and 
is offered for sale without any rep-

resentation as to quality or quan-
tity of title and without recourse to 
Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition. 
The sale is further subject to con-
firmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the 
amount bid, the purchaser will re-
ceive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to 
the real estate after confirmation 
of the sale.

The property will NOT be open 
for inspection and plaintiff makes 
no representation as to the con-
dition of the property. Prospective 
bidders are admonished to check 
the court file to verify all informa-
tion.

If this property is a condominium 
unit, the purchaser of the unit at 
the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assess-
ments and the legal fees required 
by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)
(4). If this property is a condomini-
um unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale 
other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The 
Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAG-
OR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identifi-
cation issued by a government 
agency (driver’s license, pass-
port, etc.) in order to gain entry 
into our building and the foreclo-
sure sale room in Cook County 
and the same identification for 
sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration conducts foreclosure sales.

For information, examine the 
court file, CODILIS & ASSOCI-
ATES, P.C. Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE 
ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR 
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES 
CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th 
Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-4650 
(312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial 
Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.
com for a 7 day status report of 
pending sales.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE 
ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 14-22-09717
Attorney ARDC No. 00468002
Case Number: 2023 FC 2
TJSC#: 43-3282

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair 
Debt Collection Practices Act, 
you are advised that Plaintiff’s at-
torney is deemed to be a debt col-
lector attempting to collect a debt 
and any information obtained will 
be used for that purpose.
Case # 2023 FC 2
I3231812

(Published in The Scoop Today
Nov. 1, 8 & 15, 2023)

446111

REAL ESTATE NOTICES
If only they could talk. 

The tales they might tell.
During the first part of 

their life, they sat around 
in the forest - observing 
bunnies and serving as 
refuge for squirrels. They 
saw owls pursue prey and 
sighed in reverence when a 
white-tailed dear nested and 
nestled under the cover of 
their branches. They looked 
upward, pursuing the sun, 
priding themselves on being 
at the top of the sun-chain: 
the first to see the sunrise 
and the last to view the 
sunset.

And then, one fateful day, 
a human came with the axe 
and the peaceful existence 
they’d known forever was 

no more. They may have 
thought life was over.

Because it was over, at 
least as they knew it at the 
time.

But the universe had 
other plans for these trees. 
They had a life yet to live, a 
purpose yet to fulfill. 

The human with the axe 
cut the strong, healthy trunks 
into boards, cut the boards 
to size and fashioned them 
into the frame of a house. 
When realizing this, the tree 
understood that life wasn’t 
over. It was just beginning. 

It was a new start with a 
new perspective, providing 
opportunities to see the 
world in ways the tree never 
have imagined—before.

And in that, before became 
but a memory and the 
tree (now wooden boards) 
immersed itself in its new 
existence. A brand new life.

But what would that life 
be? What would it mean? 
What would it lead to?

Tree was about to find out.
As can we—all of us—if 

we are open to new and 
unknown things. An event 
that appears to be life-ending 
could be a beginning, if we 
are only able to see it as 
such.

Jill Pertler is an award-
winning syndicated 
columnist, published 
playwright and author. Don’t 
miss a slice; follow the Slices 
of Life page on Facebook.

•	Trees		 (Continued from page 4)

These practices 
undermined the presumption 
of innocence. Instead, 
financial conditions 
resulted in the detention of 
people without access to 
money—and the release of 
others, even if they posed a 
danger to community safety 
or of willful flight from 
prosecution. 

By abandoning the 
arbitrary use of financial 
conditions, Illinois has 
adopted a commonsense legal 
framework that honors and 
operates consistently with 
the presumption of innocence 
and liberty.

In this respect, while 
remarkable, the Pretrial 
Fairness Act isn’t 
groundbreaking. It follows 
other states and jurisdictions 
that have moved away 
from financial conditions of 
release and toward reasoned, 
evidence-based, and legally 
justified decisions about who 
should be detained, who 
should be released, and under 
what conditions.

With the new law, Illinois 
joins New Jersey, New 
Mexico, and the District 
of Columbia in requiring 
substantive hearings to 
determine who should be 
detained and ensures that 
courts are taking the time 
necessary for decision makers 
to review each case and 

its circumstances properly. 
Where these reforms have 
been implemented, data and 
research show that they are 
working: The majority of 
people attend their court 
hearings and remain arrest-
free. 

The Pretrial Fairness 
Act’s accomplishments go 
beyond its alignment with 
foundational pretrial legal 
principles. The new law 
requires a comprehensive 
collection of relevant data to 
be analyzed and shared with 
justice system professionals 
and the public. Reliable data 
is essential for reviewing 
pretrial outcomes and 
measuring how a system 
performs as a whole; it will 
also contribute to more 
constructive and evidence-
based discussions about the 
impacts the new law has on 
people, communities, and the 
court system. 

Because the new law is 
complex and comprehensive, 
it required counties to do 
something that many justice 
systems don’t naturally 
do: work together across 
disciplines and functions. 
System stakeholders and 
community members 
collaborated in a well-
structured process that helped 
them identify and better 
understand the changes 
they needed to make to 

their pretrial practices. 
This requires removing the 
traditional barriers in the 
criminal legal system that can 
divide system stakeholders 
from the community 
members they serve.

These collaborations 
should continue and include 
representatives from all 
agencies with pretrial 
responsibilities and directly 
impacted people, victims and 
survivors, and their families. 

The people working in 
the state’s criminal legal 
systems—judges, state’s 
attorneys, defense counsel, 
law enforcement, court 
clerks, pretrial services 
officers, and many others—
deserve recognition for 
their extraordinary efforts to 
uphold the letter as well as 
the spirit of the new law.

Change is never easy. But 
the Pretrial Fairness Act 
puts Illinois on the path to 
upholding foundational legal 
principles and the integrity 
of its system of justice. This 
important undertaking is off 
to a positive start.

Alison Shames is a director 
at the Center for Effective 
Public Policy, where she co-
directs the national initiative 
Advancing Pretrial Policy 
and Research and served 
as a technical assistance 
advisor to the Illinois Pretrial 
Implementation Task Force.

•	Justice		 (Continued from page 4)

Final Thoughts
 We had a great time on 

Mason and Oak Street for 
Halloween.  There were a few 
less trick or treaters because 
of the cold, but they were 
all bundled up and having a 
great time.  Thanks again to 
the village for providing a 
safe place for the children to 
roam on this fun night.  

 The volleyball team lost 
in their sectional bid, so the 
season has come to an end.  

They provided a lot of good 
matches for us to watch.  
Congratulations on a fine 
season.  The junior high boys 
are playing fast and furious 
basketball games.  Hopefully 
our football team will still be 
playing when you read this 
paper.

 There is always something 
going on.  I have packed up 
the Halloween and gotten out 
the Thanksgiving.  I like to 
make sure that we celebrate 

that because it if a really im-
portant time to be thankful 
for what we have.

 We are looking for some 
Thanksgiving favorites.  This 
week I continue with pump-
kin recipes.  If you have some 
fall recipes you would like to 
share, you can contact us in 
person, by mail at From Le-
na’s Kitchens, The Shopper’s 
Guide at 240 W. Main St. or 
email us at scoopshopper@
rvpublishing.com.

•	Kitchen		 (Continued from page 13)
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US Grade A
CHICKEN LEG 
QUARTERS
10 lb bag only

69¢
lb

Hunt’s
SPAGHETTI 
SAUCE
Select Varieties 
24 oz

4/$5

Gatorade
THIRST 
QUENCHER
Select Varieties 
6 pk

3.99

Sure Soft
WATER
SOFTENER
SALT
PREMIUM 
PELLETS
40 lb

5.99

Brew Pub
LOTZZA
MOTZZA
PIZZA
Select Varieties 
22 oz

5.99

Best Choice
PEANUT
BUTTER
Select Varieties 
18 oz

2/$4

Marzetti

CARAMEL
DIP

Regular, Salted
or Light, 14 oz

3.99

APPLE CIDER
Regular, Honeycrisp, 

Pumpkin Spice or 
Salted Caramel

half gallon

3.99

Michigan

GALA, FUJI,
MCINTOSH,

RED OR GOLDEN 
DELICIOUS APPLES

3 lb bag

1.99

Washington

GALA, FUJI, 
GRANNY SMITH, 
RED OR GOLDEN 

DELICIOUS APPLES

1.49 lb

3.59

APPLE SODA
CINNAMON BREAD

LOAF

FRESH BAKED
APPLE PIE

Regular or Dutch
8 inch

7.99

Affy Tapple

CARAMEL APPLES
Plain or with Nuts

3 ct

3.99

Affy Tapple

CARAMEL APPLES
Plain or with Nuts

2/$3

TAFFY APPLE
WHITE LAYER CAKE

8 inch Round

7.99

Cake of the Week

4.99

APPLE CIDER 
DONUTS

6 ct

Kemps
1% LOW FAT 
CHOCOLATE 
MILK 
TruMoo
CHOCOLATE 
WHOLE MILK
half gallon

1.99

Creamette
PASTA

Select Varieties 
16 oz

99¢

Michigan

HONEYCRIP 
APPLES

1.99 lb

Deli
GRAB & GO!
EGG ROLLS
Select Varieties 
4 ct

3.99

1.99

Bakery Fresh
MINI APPLE 
TURNOVER
4 ct

APPLE FEST!APPLE FEST!
55th Annual56th Annual

ONE 
 DAY 

    SALE

Friday
 13ththe

FRIDAY
OCTOBER 13

2023

Prices Effective: Wednesday, October 11 thru Tuesday, October 17, 2023
ALL ITEMS WHILE SUPPLIES LAST | NO RAIN CHECKS | NO RETURNS | NO EXCHANGES

Available at all Sullivans Foods including:  
103 W North Ave, Stockton, 815.947.3318   

OPEN 6AM TO 9PM 7 DAYS A WEEK
201 Dodds Dr, Lena, 815.369.2311 

OPEN 6AM TO 9PM 7 DAYS A WEEK

HOLIDAY TURKEY DINNER  
FOR 4

Dinner includes: Cooked Turkey Breast,  
Mashed Potatoes, Country Gravy, Sage Dressing, 
Green Bean Casserole, Fresh Cranberry Relish,  
Fresh Baked Dinner Rolls, One 8” Bakery Fresh  
Pie (Pumpkin or Apple)

  GLAZED HAM FEAST 
FOR 4

Dinner includes: Glazed Baked Pit Ham, Mashed 
Potatoes, Country Gravy, Sage Dressing, Green 
Bean Casserole, Fresh Cranberry Relish, Fresh 
Baked Dinner Rolls, One 8” Bakery Fresh  
Pie (Pumpkin or Apple)

 BUMP UP SIDES  
Macaroni & Cheese | Cheesy Potatoes 
Escalloped Corn | Au Gratin Potatoes  
Sweet Potato Bake | Steamed Vegetables  
Bread Pudding | Waldorf Salad 
Broccoli Cauliflower Salad  
Pea & Cheese Salad | Bread Stuffing 
Pumpkin Fluff | Pistachio Fluff  
Strawberry Fluff

$12
Order by November 18, 2023!

Available for pick-up cold on  
Tuesday, November 21 or  

Wednesday, November 22 
anytime during store business hours. 

All Meals Require Reheating. 
Deli Service Counters are closed Thanksgiving Day.  

Prepackaged deli products will be available.

3 1lb sides for $12 with 
Holiday Meal Purchase!

$79.99

$59.99

HOLIDAY TURKEY DINNER  
FOR 4

Dinner includes: Cooked Turkey Breast,  
Mashed Potatoes, Country Gravy, Sage Dressing, 
Green Bean Casserole, Fresh Cranberry Relish,  
Fresh Baked Dinner Rolls, One 8” Bakery Fresh  
Pie (Pumpkin or Apple)

  GLAZED HAM FEAST 
FOR 4

Dinner includes: Glazed Baked Pit Ham, Mashed 
Potatoes, Country Gravy, Sage Dressing, Green 
Bean Casserole, Fresh Cranberry Relish, Fresh 
Baked Dinner Rolls, One 8” Bakery Fresh  
Pie (Pumpkin or Apple)

 BUMP UP SIDES  
Macaroni & Cheese | Cheesy Potatoes 
Escalloped Corn | Au Gratin Potatoes  
Sweet Potato Bake | Steamed Vegetables  
Bread Pudding | Waldorf Salad 
Broccoli Cauliflower Salad  
Pea & Cheese Salad | Bread Stuffing 
Pumpkin Fluff | Pistachio Fluff  
Strawberry Fluff

$12
Order by November 18, 2023!

Available for pick-up cold on  
Tuesday, November 21 or  

Wednesday, November 22 
anytime during store business hours. 

All Meals Require Reheating. 
Deli Service Counters are closed Thanksgiving Day.  

Prepackaged deli products will be available.

3 1lb sides for $12 with 
Holiday Meal Purchase!

$79.99

$59.99

HOLIDAY TURKEY DINNER  
FOR 4

Dinner includes: Cooked Turkey Breast,  
Mashed Potatoes, Country Gravy, Sage Dressing, 
Green Bean Casserole, Fresh Cranberry Relish,  
Fresh Baked Dinner Rolls, One 8” Bakery Fresh  
Pie (Pumpkin or Apple)

  GLAZED HAM FEAST 
FOR 4

Dinner includes: Glazed Baked Pit Ham, Mashed 
Potatoes, Country Gravy, Sage Dressing, Green 
Bean Casserole, Fresh Cranberry Relish, Fresh 
Baked Dinner Rolls, One 8” Bakery Fresh  
Pie (Pumpkin or Apple)

 BUMP UP SIDES  
Macaroni & Cheese | Cheesy Potatoes 
Escalloped Corn | Au Gratin Potatoes  
Sweet Potato Bake | Steamed Vegetables  
Bread Pudding | Waldorf Salad 
Broccoli Cauliflower Salad  
Pea & Cheese Salad | Bread Stuffing 
Pumpkin Fluff | Pistachio Fluff  
Strawberry Fluff

$12
Order by November 18, 2023!

Available for pick-up cold on  
Tuesday, November 21 or  

Wednesday, November 22 
anytime during store business hours. 

All Meals Require Reheating. 
Deli Service Counters are closed Thanksgiving Day.  

Prepackaged deli products will be available.

3 1lb sides for $12 with 
Holiday Meal Purchase!

$79.99

$59.99 $179.99

$79.99
$59.99

$199.99
HOLIDAY TURKEY BREAST 

DINNER FOR 4
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Prices Effective: Wednesday, November 8 thru Tuesday, November 14, 2023
ALL ITEMS WHILE SUPPLIES LAST | NO RAIN CHECKS | NO RETURNS | NO EXCHANGESCELERY

1.89lb
US Grade A

NORBEST PREMIUM
FROZEN TURKEYS

Assorted Sizes
(WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES)

$1.49lb

GET YOUR 
NORBEST TURKEY,

ANY SIZE FOR ONLY

WITH
$100 GROCERY
PURCHASE PER 

VISIT

$1.69lb

GET YOUR 
NORBEST TURKEY,

ANY SIZE FOR ONLY

WITH
$50 GROCERY

PURCHASE PER 
VISIT

$1.19lb

GET YOUR 
NORBEST TURKEY,

ANY SIZE FOR ONLY

WITH
$150 GROCERY

PURCHASE PER 
VISIT

BEEFSTEAK 
TOMATOES

SWEET
POTATOES

89¢
lb

GET YOUR 
NORBEST TURKEY,

ANY SIZE FOR ONLY

WITH
$200 GROCERY 

PURCHASE PER 
VISIT

H LIDAY DEALS!

FRICK’S
PREMIUM 

SHANK PORTION 
HAM

2.29lb

FRICK’S
PREMIUM 

BUTT PORTION 
HAM

2.49lb

BEST CHOICE
BONE-IN

SPIRAL SLICED 
HAM

2.49lb

KENTUCKY LEGEND
SMOKED
BONELESS
HALF HAM

4.99lb

KENTUCKY LEGEND
BONELESS
SMOKED

WHOLE HAM

4.49lb

COOK’S
SMOKED

SHANK PORTION
HAM

1.49lb

COOK’S
SMOKED

BUTT PORTION
HAM

1.69lb

COOK’S
BONE-IN
SMOKED

WHOLE HAM

2.29lb

MEAT MASTER ILLINOIS 
STATE CHAMPION

OFF THE BONE 
SMOKED HAM

4.99lb

LOCALLY 
MADE IN 

STOCKTON!
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1.89lb
US Grade A

NORBEST PREMIUM
FROZEN TURKEYS

Assorted Sizes
(WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES)

$1.49lb
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NORBEST TURKEY,

ANY SIZE FOR ONLY

WITH
$100 GROCERY
PURCHASE PER 

VISIT

$1.69lb
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NORBEST TURKEY,

ANY SIZE FOR ONLY

WITH
$50 GROCERY

PURCHASE PER 
VISIT

$1.19lb

GET YOUR 
NORBEST TURKEY,

ANY SIZE FOR ONLY

WITH
$150 GROCERY

PURCHASE PER 
VISIT

BEEFSTEAK 
TOMATOES

SWEET
POTATOES

89¢
lb

GET YOUR 
NORBEST TURKEY,

ANY SIZE FOR ONLY

WITH
$200 GROCERY 

PURCHASE PER 
VISIT

H LIDAY DEALS!

FRICK’S
PREMIUM 

SHANK PORTION 
HAM

2.29lb

FRICK’S
PREMIUM 

BUTT PORTION 
HAM

2.49lb

BEST CHOICE
BONE-IN

SPIRAL SLICED 
HAM

2.49lb

KENTUCKY LEGEND
SMOKED
BONELESS
HALF HAM

4.99lb

KENTUCKY LEGEND
BONELESS
SMOKED

WHOLE HAM

4.49lb

COOK’S
SMOKED

SHANK PORTION
HAM

1.49lb

COOK’S
SMOKED

BUTT PORTION
HAM

1.69lb

COOK’S
BONE-IN
SMOKED

WHOLE HAM

2.29lb

MEAT MASTER ILLINOIS 
STATE CHAMPION

OFF THE BONE 
SMOKED HAM

4.99lb

LOCALLY 
MADE IN 

STOCKTON!

DECEMBER 15, 16, 27, 2023
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Nurses unions push for mandatory staff-to-patient ratios
By Peter Hancock
Capitol News illiNois

 Unions representing nurs-
es in Illinois are pushing for 
legislation that would impose 
mandatory staff-to-patient 
ratios in hospitals, nursing 
homes and other health care 
facilities. But lobby groups 
representing hospitals and 
nursing homes say they are 
steadfastly opposed to the 
legislation, arguing that a 
nationwide nursing shortage 
makes it impossible to com-
ply with such a mandate.

 The proposed Safe Patient 
Limits Act, by Sen. Celina 
Villanueva and Rep. Theresa 
Mah, both Chicago Demo-
crats, was introduced in Feb-
ruary and was the subject of 
a joint hearing last week in 
Chicago by two House com-
mittees. It’s an issue that has 
been discussed in the Gener-
al Assembly since 2019 but 
has thus far failed to gain 
the necessary traction for 
passage. The latest hearing 
came just three weeks be-
fore lawmakers returned to 
the Capitol for their fall veto 
session, which began Oct. 
24.

 “Short staffing isn’t a 
mere inconvenience. It’s 

a dire issue,” said Shaba 
Andrich, vice president of 
nursing homes for the SEIU 
Healthcare employee union. 
“It’s predominantly a Black 
and brown issue. In histor-
ically marginalized com-
munities of Chicago, these 
issues are magnified. These 
communities that already 
face systemic underinvest-
ment are further deprived of 
adequate nursing care due to 
chronic short staffing.”

 The bill calls for setting 
a maximum number of pa-
tients that could be assigned 
to a registered nurse in spec-
ified situations. For example, 
in units with critical care or 
intensive care patients, the 
maximum number of pa-
tients per nurse would be just 
one. In units with pediatric 
patients, the bill would allow 
three patients per nurse, and 
in units with psychiatric pa-
tients, the bill would allow 
four patients per nurse.

 It also provides some legal 
protection for nurses, stating 
that they are to provide their 
services exclusively in the 
interest of patients, “unen-
cumbered by the commercial 
or revenue-generating prior-
ities” of a facility that em-

ploys registered professional 
nurses.

Andrich, testifying before 
the committee last week, dis-
puted the notion that there is 
a nursing shortage in Illinois. 
He said there is only “a short-
age of caregivers who are 
refusing to be overworked 
and undervalued and under-
paid,” and that the result of 
understaffing has direct con-
sequences for patients.

 “Such understaffing isn’t 
merely an operational con-
cern. It translates into real 
world consequences,” he 
said. “Seniors enduring 
falls, malnutrition, missed 
medication, avoidable hos-
pitalization, and, tragically, 
avoidable deaths.”

 Some of those who tes-
tified in favor of the bill 
accused hospitals and nurs-
ing homes of being more 
concerned about labor costs 
and profit margins than the 
best interests of patients. 
“We need this legislation 
because hospitals are incen-
tivized to reduce labor costs. 
This means less staff,” said 
Jeanine Johnson, a critical 
care nurse at Ascension St. 
Joseph Medical Center in 
Joliet. “Hospital executives 

see budgets and labor costs. 
Nurses see patients and their 
lives.”

 A.J. Wilhelmi, president 
& CEO of the Illinois Health 
and Hospital Association, a 
hospital trade group, said it’s 
true that health care provid-
ers face significant financial 
pressures, largely because 
Medicare and Medicaid re-
imbursement rates have not 
kept pace with the rising cost 
of health care. But he said 
contrary to what the unions 
claimed, there is a signifi-
cant and growing nursing 
shortage in Illinois, and the 
proposed Safe Patient Limits 
Act would put even more of 
a financial burden on provid-
ers.

 During his testimony, 
Wilhelmi cited a state sur-
vey into the registered nurse 
workforce that was conduct-
ed by the Illinois Nursing 
Workforce Center – which 
is a state agency that works 
to promote the nursing pro-
fession. Of the respondents 
to that survey, 27 percent 
indicated an intent to retire 
within the next five years. 
The IHA interpreted that and 
other data in the survey to 
suggest the state could see a 

shortage of 14,400 registered 
nurses by 2025.

 “I’m deeply concerned 
that many hospitals in the 
state, particularly safety net 
hospitals, critical access 
hospitals, will be unable to 
absorb the huge cost that ra-
tios would impose,” he said. 
“And given the enormous 
financial pressures that Illi-
nois hospitals already face, if 
this bill becomes law, they’re 
going to have to make some 
tough decisions like cutting 
back services, closing hun-
dreds of beds, and eliminat-
ing jobs. And frankly, some 
of our hospitals might be 
forced to close.”

 Andy Allison, deputy 
director of the Illinois De-
partment of Healthcare and 
Family Services, the agency 
that administers the state’s 
Medicaid program, suggest-
ed that the key to solving the 
staffing issues in hospitals 
and nursing homes is to raise 
wages to make the jobs more 
attractive.

He noted that last year, 
lawmakers passed a signif-
icant overhaul of the way 
the state reimburses nursing 
homes through Medicaid, 
adding roughly $700 mil-

lion in the form of incentives 
to increase wages and hire 
more staff.

 Before those reforms were 
adopted, he said, Illinois 
was home to 46 of the 100 
worst-staffed nursing homes 
in the country. As of March 
31, he said, that number had 
dropped to 14. “We hope that 
it becomes zero. We have a 
ways to go,” he said. “But in 
the last five quarters—that 
is, through March 31 of this 
year—in that five-quarter 
period, total nurse staffing 
hours statewide are up 15 
percent.”

 Denise Stiger, an organiz-
er for Teamsters Local 743, 
which represents health care 
workers in many Chicago-ar-
ea facilities, said that money 
has not solved the problem, 
and that in some nursing 
homes, one CNA still could 
have as many as 20 patients 
to tend to during their shift. 
“We have to deal with the 
owners because they’re slum 
lords. That’s what they are,” 
she said. “And I understand 
that they get cited, and it’s 
public. But these owners are 
not looking at that. These 
owners are looking at these 
patients as money.”
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