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May You Have a Healthy and
Prosperous New Year
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Highland Community College Foundation Distinguished Alumni
 Distinguished Alumni (left to right) Benjamin Huber, Terry Camplain, Kristin Rade-
maker, Steven Kenneke, Drew Groezinger are recognized by Highland Community 
College Foundation.  “These distinguished alumni exemplify the inspiring power of 
education,” said Dan Dick, Highland Community College Foundation Executive Di-
rector. “With unwavering commitment and exceptional achievements, they have not 
only carved their own success stories but continue to inspire and elevate Highland 

Community College and Northwest Illinois. Starting at Highland, these outstanding 
individuals embody the spirit of innovation, leadership, and service.”
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Mark ChapMan
 Mark E. Chapman, 65, 

of Lena, IL, passed away on 
Dec. 15, 2023, at home. He 
was born on Aug. 16, 1958, 
in Kewanee, IL, to Kirby and 
Polly (Ptashnik) Chapman.

 His education includ-
ed high school and welding 
school. He was married to 
Katy Perdew from 1979-
1980. He was a machinist for 
the Harper Wyman Corp, and 
a member of St. Timothy Lu-
theran Church in rural Wyo-
ming.

 Mark opened a welding 
shop later in years, as he loved 
helping the local farmers. He 
welded, loved mowing grass 
with his Dixie Chopper, and 
operating tractors during fall 
harvest. He will be missed by 
many.

 Survivors include his 
brother Steve Chapman and 
his children, daughter Jenni-
fer (Eric Craft) Chapman, and 
son Joshua (Sarah); brother 
Mike (Rosanne) Chapman 
and their children, daughter 
Courtney (Scott Reynolds), 
and son Christopher (Kim) 
Chapman. Mark also had 
nieces, nephews, and two kids 
he helped raise named Chel-
sea and Jason, but no family 
ties, and their mom (Lucy) 
who was Mark’s girlfriend at 
one time. He was preceded 
in death by his mother Polly 
Chapman and father Kirby 
Chapman.

 A Celebration of Life will 
be held on Sunday, Jan. 28, 
2024, from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. at 
the “Iron Horse Tap” in Lena, 
IL.

Veterans’ Pantry in 
need of items

 Items listed below are 
needed for the Veterans’ Pan-
try in Freeport.  The support 
of the community has been 
tremendous, and the pantry 

as well as the veterans are 
so grateful. Items may be 
brought to the American Le-
gion Home at 314 W Main 
Street on Saturdays from 10 
to 11 a.m.  Please call 815-
369-4684 to make other 
arrangements. The current 

needs for the Veterans Pan-
try in Freeport are bodywash 
(especially for men), paper 
towels, men’s jeans (size 
26, 28, 33 and 34), wom-
en’s jeans (size small), and 
canned goods.

Stockton Community 
Blood Drive

 On Friday, Jan. 5, 2024, 
Calvary Church of Stockton 
will host a community blood 
drive from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

 Donors that give blood 
Jan. 1-5 will receive a Red 
Cross T-shirt (limited quanti-
ty) and an automatic entry for 
a chance to win a trip for two 
to Super Bowl LVIII in Vegas 
(includes travel, hotel, $1,000 
gift card, pre-game activities).

Terms apply; visit Red-
CrossBlood.org/SuperBowl.

 For an appointment, please 
visit RedCrossBlood.org and 
search sponsor code Stock-
tonIL or call Nicole at 563-
275-0597.

Pasture Management: 
Recovering from 2023

Why recover from 2023?  
Timely early-season rains, 
which help start crops off 
reasonably well, gave way to 
hot, dry conditions for the last 
half of the season. This result-
ed in many area pastures and 
hayfields ending the growing 
season in rough, beatdown 
conditions.  Add to the short 
hay supply; spring 2024 will 
likely start with much de-
mand for forages. Will the 
pastures and hay fields spring 
back to meet the demand?  
Are there management strate-
gies that could make the most 
of available forages?

“Pasture Management: Re-
covering from 2023,” hosted 
by the University of Illinois 
Extension, will focus on re-
covering from the drought 
and short forage supply in 
three evening sessions.  The 
sessions are intended to build 
upon each other by looking 
at options and management 
practices to make the most 
of existing resources, consid-
er overlooked resources, and 
build future forage resources.  
The sessions will be held on 
consecutive Tuesday nights, 
March 12, 19, and 26, starting 
at 6:30 pm each evening at 
the Lena Community Center, 
497 Lions Drive, Lena, IL. 

The Pasture Management 
series is designed to help ex-
perienced and new livestock 
managers define a successful 
path forward.  The focus of 
the individual 1.5-hour ses-
sion will be:

March 12: Pasture Options 
and Economics

March 19: Pasture Recov-
ery and Weed Control

March 26: Keeping the 
pasture working

 “There is data to back up 

our visual perceptions that 
pastures and forages were 
dry, and production was 
down last year,” commented 
Jay Solomon, Extension Edu-
cator, Natural Resources, En-
vironment, and Energy. “Re-
gionally, we have trended dry 
to moderate drought for much 
of the last three years.  These 
long-term dry conditions 
have negatively impacted 
forage production in pasture 
and hayfields.”  An example 
of the data is the water table 
level monitor at the State Wa-
ter Survey’s WARM station 
in Freeport, which indicat-
ed a significant drop during 
late summer, ending 1.5 feet 
deeper than that a year before.  
Early in crop season, we had 
adequate moisture to raise the 
water table up to around 10 
feet, but the level had a near-
steady decline throughout the 
season down to a level below 
21 feet.

Management tools can 
help forage crops bounce 
back from these conditions.  
Many of these tools can also 
help mitigate the impacts in 
the future.  Many of these 
can be accomplished at no or 
minimal cost while reaping 
significant benefits and cost 
savings.  Pasture renovation, 
weed control, utilization of 
hay and alternative forages, 
and harvest timing are among 
the topics that will be dis-
cussed. 

To register or for more in-
formation, call the U of I Ex-
tension at (815) 986-4357 or 
online at go.illinois.edu/jsw; 
registration is required to at-
tend. If you need a reasonable 
accommodation to attend this 
program, call (815) 986-4357 
or email tbene@illinois.edu.

News briefs

 I’m excited to announce 
that the Jo Daviess County 
Farm Bureau just received a 
nutrient management grant 
from Illinois Farm Bureau.   
I look forward to giving you 
more information on the field 
days that we will have once 
the growing season is under-
way.  Stay tuned….

Pop tabs collection
 Everyone must be doing 

some early winter cleaning.  
We have had quite a few 
members bring in pop tabs 

for the Ron-
ald McDon-
ald House.  
R e m e m b e r, 
you can drop 
those tabs 
off any time 
M o n d a y 
through Fri-
day 8 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.  

They go towards a good 
cause.

Scholarships available
 As we are nearing Christ-

New year, new name for local co-op 
 Effective in January, Jo-Carroll 

Energy is rebranding to become JCE 
Co-op. The new name reflects the 
cooperative’s history and brings one 
name to all the services it provides to 
members. 

 The name of the co-op’s internet 
service, Sand Prairie, also is changing 
to JCE Co-op fiber.  “As the co-op 
has grown, we’ve developed a mix of 
new and legacy programs, products 
and services, some with their own 
identities such as Sand Prairie fiber,” 
said the co-op’s president and CEO 
Mike Casper. “Looking ahead to our 
85th anniversary in 2024, we wanted to 
ensure that our identity still connects 
with members while supporting the 
strategic direction of the co-op. No 
matter what services you receive, we 
want our new identity to convey to 
members that you can expect the same 
reliable, high-quality service you’ve 
had since the co-op was founded as an 
electric co-op,” he added.  

 Area farmers formed the co-op as 
Jo-Carroll Electric Cooperative in 
1939 to meet the need for electricity in 
rural areas of Jo Daviess and Carroll 
counties. Over the next eight decades, 
the membership grew, spurred first 
by agriculture and later by tourism, 
development of subdivisions, lake 

communities and second homes, larger 
commercial accounts and the addition 
of new co-op services. 

 One of the biggest changes for the 
co-op came with the acquisition of 
former Alliant Energy electric territory 
in Jo Daviess and Carroll counties and 
natural gas service territory in Carroll 
and Whiteside counties. A merger with 
Farmers Mutual Electric Company 
added more electric territory and 
members in Henry County. 

 In 2009, the co-op introduced the 
addition of Sand Prairie to bring high-
speed internet access to its members. 
After a successful pilot project in 
Galena, the co-op committed to build 
out fiber internet throughout its service 
territory and beyond. 

 The co-op’s new logo – intertwined 
abstract “Cs” – represents how JCE 
Co-op works and connects with its 
members and communities. “Our 
new logo pays tribute to those 
connections,” Casper noted.  “We 
are proud of our history, so it was 
important to us that the new name 
honors that heritage,” Casper said. 
“Our new name, JCE Co-op, utilizes 
the abbreviation of the previous 
names and restores ‘co-op’, reminding 
all about the co-op difference and 
advantage.” 

 Although the new name will be in 
use Jan. 1, 2024, Casper said members 
can expect to see a gradual rollout of 
items branded with the new name and 
logo to conserve budget dollars. “The 
brand launch also coincides with our 
85th anniversary, allowing us to wrap 
the new logo into our anniversary 
communications and celebrations,” he 
said. 

 An updated brand identity gives 
the co-op an opportunity to provide 
enhanced communications with 
members. In January, its two websites 
for the co-op and Sand Prairie are 
merging into one new site at www.
jcecoop.com. News and services 
sections will update frequently to 
provide more information about 
programs and services, including 
buildout of JCE Co-op fiber, according 
to Casper. Social media pages are 
merging into one JCE Co-op identity, 
as well. 

 “This was an exciting project for 
us as we explored options for our 
new identity,” Casper said. “We 
think the result is one that reflects 
our relationship with our members 
and communities, the pride we take 
in serving you and our dedication to 
enhancing the quality of life in our 
communities.”

Around the Northern Hills with Annette Eggers

Annette 
Eggers

mas break for students, make 
sure that they are working 
on scholarships!  The Jo Da-
viess County Farm Bureau 
Foundation has scholarships 
available. We again have two 
different scholarships for 

those students majoring in 
an agricultural related field.  
The first scholarship is geared 
specifically to Highland Com-
munity College Ag students.  

Obituary
See eggerS, Page 6
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Highland Agriculture has Success at 2023 Illinois PAS Conference
 The 2023 Illinois Profes-

sional Agricultural Student Or-
ganization (PAS) Conference 
was held on Thursday, Nov. 
16, 2023, at Hancock Stadium 
on the campus of Illinois State 
University. Twenty Highland 
Community College Agricul-
ture students participated in the 
one-day event.

 While in attendance students 
from across the state competed 
in several competitions. Com-
petitions included employment 
interviews, career planning 
project presentations, agricul-
tural sales presentations, agri-
cultural teaching demonstra-
tions, and knowledge-based ex-
ams and practicums in the areas 
of crop science, landscape hor-
ticulture, farm business man-
agement and equine science.

 To prepare for the conference 
students complete resumes, ca-
reer planning projects, lesson 
plans, sales presentations, and 
study content-related materials.

 “Students did a great job of 
preparing materials to compete 
against their peers from other 
colleges across Illinois. This 
competition allows students to 
work on developing soft skills 
needed to secure employment 
in the Agriculture Industry,” 
Justin Ebert, HCC Agriculture 
Instructor.

 PAS Organization is a na-
tional student organization 

that provides opportunities for 
college agriculture students to 
experience individual growth, 
leadership and career prepara-
tion through competition and 
cooperative activities. Below 
are the individual results from 
the 2023 Illinois PAS Fall Con-
ference.

 Sara Johnson: Agricultural 
Education Teaching Demon-
stration, First Place, Agricul-
tural Education Employment 
Interview

 Zorie McNamara: Agri-
culture Sales Employment In-
terview, First Place

 Taylor Robinson: Agricul-
tural Education Career Plan-
ning Project, First Place

 Hannah Visel: Animal Sys-
tems Career Progress Project, 
First Place; Equine Specialist 
Individual First Place

 Madison Simms: Plant 
Systems Career Planning Proj-
ect, Second Place, Agronomic 
Production Employment Inter-
view

 Morgan Winebaugh: 
Power, Structural, Tech Career 
Planning Project, Second Place

 Isabella Forbes: Animal 
Systems Career Planning Proj-
ect, Third Place, Livestock/
Dairy Services Employment 
Interview

 Jason Niemann: Agribusi-
ness Systems Career Planning 
Project, Third Place

 Aaliyah Whitney: Agri-
business Administration Em-
ployment Interview, Third 
Place, Agribusiness Systems 
Career Planning Project

 Karlee Etchberger: Agri-
culture Sales Employment In-
terview

 Hayden Ruter: Agriculture 
Equipment/Machinery Inter-
view

 Magen Busker: Livestock/
Dairy Production Employment 
Interview

 Ethan Pratt: Agronomic 
Services Employment Inter-
view

 Zoe Newton: Livestock/
Dairy Services Employment 
Interview, Animal Systems Ca-
reer Planning Project

 Highland’s Equine Sci-
ence team consisting of Han-
nah Visel, Carissa Minx, Zoe 
Newton, Hayden Ruter, Taylor 
Robinsion, and Liberty Hayes 

finished in third place in the 
team competitions. Kayden 
Clark, Hayden Ruter, and Ca-
sey Moore participated in the 
Crop Production contest. Dylan 
Lewis, Casey Moore, and 
Kayden Clark participated in 
the Landscape Design contest. 
The Farm Business Manage-
ment team consisted of Ethan 
Pratt, Jason Niemann, and Jack 
Ketelsen.

 The next competition is the 
Illinois PAS Spring Competi-
tion on Feb. 8, 2024, at Heart-
land Community College in 
Normal. The spring contest 
will include Livestock, Dairy, 
Soils, Precision Technology, 
public speaking, and college 
bowl competitions. The final 
competition of the year will be 
the National PAS Conference 
being held March 11-14, 2024, 
at Lincoln Land Community 
College in Springfield.

 For more information on 
the Highland Community Col-
lege Agriculture Program or 
the PAS Organization please 

contact Justin Ebert at justin.
ebert@highland.edu or Monica 
Pierce moninca.pierce@high-
land.edu.

submitted Photo Rock Valley Publishing

 Twenty Highland Community College of Agriculture students participate the 2023 Illinois Professional Agricultural Student Organization Conference on Thursday, Nov. 16, 
2023.
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FREELANCE REPORTERS
AND PHOTOGRAPHERS

NEEDED
Rock Valley Publishing is seeking freelance 
reporters and photographers to produce 
local news and photos for your hometown 
newspaper. Weekly stories and photos 
needed for Jo Daviess and Stephenson 
Counties. Writing and reporting experience 
a plus. Work from home as an independent 
contractor with no in-office requirement.

PLEASE EMAIL RESUME TO:
scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com

OpiniOn

We all experience tough 
times. And you know what? 
It’s okay.

Not the tough times, but 
the way we deal with them. 
However we deal with them. 

It’s okay.
However it looks; 

however it is. Our response, 
our fortitude (or lack 
thereof). Our strengths. Our 
weaknesses. The good days. 
The bad. Finding happiness. 
Accepting sorrow. Sometimes 
(oftentimes) living a life you 
never would have or could 
have or wanted to imagine.

It’s okay.
It has to be. Sometimes we 

don’t have a choice.
In my darkest days, I found 

myself trying to self-comfort 
my own devastation. In those 
moments, when I was literally 
at the end of my coping 
skills, I often found myself 
whispering the same phrase 
over and over again:

It’s okay. It’s okay. It’s 

Guidelines for writing, 
submitting a letter to the editor

 Rock Valley Publishing encourages readers to reach 
out to the community by writing a letter to the editor. 

 Letters are limited to 500 words. Authors must 
include their first and last name, the city or village 
in which they reside, and a phone number and email 
address where they can be reached in case of questions. 

Send letters to: scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
Letter-writers will be limited to one letter per 

month except for locally elected officials, or individuals 
specifically associated with local village governments or 
entities such as school districts, park districts or library 
districts.

 No letters directed to a third party will be accepted for 
publication.

 We reserve the right to edit a letter for reasons of 
clarity, space restrictions and libel. 

Happy New Year
From All of us

at
Stockton Dental Center

815-947-3700

410783

By
Jill
Pertler
Columnist

Slices of life

Finding your mantra
okay. Like saying the words 
could make it so.

Sometimes I repeated the 
words a few times; other times 
it was dozens—whatever it 
took to get me through the 
mini-crisis and breathing 
normally again.

Because that’s what we 
all want, don’t we? To get 
over each crisis and have the 
luxury of breathing normally 
again. 

If you don’t understand 
that last sentence, consider 
yourself fortunate.

But, the truth of life is 
that we all go through tough 
times—hard times—and we 
all have our own mantras, 
whether we are cognizant of 
them or not.

Thing is, you want to make 
sure you choose your mantra 
and not let your mantra 
choose you. So many of us 
go through life with blinders 
on, not aware that the mantra 
we are mantra-ing can be 
damaging to our soul and our 
psyche.

“I’m too fat.” “I’m ugly.” 
“I’m not smart.” “I’m not 
good enough.” “They don’t 
like me.” “I’m going to fail.” 
“Everyone’s against me.” “It’s 
not okay.”

And so on, when none of 
this is true. 

Repeat that to yourself: 
None of those negative 
thoughts that want to creep 

in, oh so furtively, in the dark 
corners of the night, are true. 
Not in the least.

But our default voice, our 
default mantra, will try to 
convince us they are. Don’t 
believe that voice. It speaks 
anything but the truth. Our 
own inner voice often speaks 
lies, because it is not, truly, 
our inner voice.

And, therein lies the reason 
why we need to be mindful 
of our inner mantra: The 
sentence we repeat over and 
over to ourselves when things 
go south and life seems less 
than ideal.

I started with something a 
little more complicated and 
biblical, but I found in the 
darkest moments I needed the 
simplest phrase I could think 
of: It’s okay.

When my husband died and 
I couldn’t fathom the reality 
that was now mine.

It’s okay.
When I delayed going to 

bed because sleep was elusive.
It’s okay.
When I didn’t want to get 

out of bed in the morning 
because my purpose was no 
longer evident.

It’s okay.
When I woke up in the 

middle of the night and 
realized (again) that no one 
was lying beside me.

See mantra, Page 5
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Happy New Year!

Warren • Orangeville

410780

Happy New Year!
Thank you for your business.

Stagecoach Trail
Storage

Gary & Aileen Schreiner
Lena • 815-369-4794

410777449054

Thank you for 
your business

Happy New Year!
We will be closed Dec. 25 - Jan. 2

Lena
815-369-4444

Opinion

The blessings of 
God at Christmas

 Ever since I was a kid, 
there were three things that 
I cared about the most. One 
was the farm. Everything 
about the farm just resonated 
in my spirit. Every tractor 
and implement and every 
animal fascinated me. Each 
animal has its own unique 
way. I used to love watching 
the chickens scratch around 
in the ground looking for 
bugs and seeds and such. 
When they laid an egg, they 
always cackled at the top of 
their lungs declaring what 
an amazing job they had just 
done. The pigs could make all 
kinds of unique noises as they 
fought for every bite of feed 
they could steal from their 
comrades. Then when there 
was no feed left in the trough 
they would lay down and 
grunt or scratch their backs 
on the fence rail and make all 
kinds of contented sounds. 
The sheep did everything 
in a hurry. They ran to the 
manger for hay and grain 
when we came to feed them. 
Then if one got startled, 
they would all race away in 
a mad sprint for about 15 
yards and then turn in unison 
and come back for more 
feed. The barn cats always 
knew when the milking 
chores were wrapping up 
and they all would huddle 
by the milkhouse door for 
milk. They would drink a 
bit and then sit around and 
contentedly lick their fur. The 
dogs had their own dish for 
milk, but always kept an eye 
on the cats to make sure they 
weren’t coming over for a 
slap and a steal. While all this 
was going on, I used to sit on 
a bucket by the milkhouse 
door and watch the cows 
eating their feed and hay too. 
They chomped away and then 
ran their long, long tongues 
up their noses to get any feed 
that might have got stuck in 
there. They would get another 

big mouthful and lift their 
heads up high so that they 
wouldn’t spill out their big 
mouthfuls as they chewed. 

 The second thing I really 
loved was going to school 
and playing games in gym 
class and then later on our 
school teams. Competing 
and winning just consumed 
me every day. It was all I 
could do to be a good loser. I 
despised losing even if it was 
just a timed math facts test. 
This is why I tend to have a 
little more empathy for the 
students in my gym classes 
who struggle with the same 
problem, and believe me 
there are some who struggle. 
It’s good to learn how to win 
and lose, but sometimes I 
stop the game when it’s tied 
so I don’t have to put up with 
all the whining and fighting 
about who won and lost.

 The third thing that has 
driven my life since I was 
a child is my love for God. 
The Bible teaches that God 
is three persons in one. 
The Father is on the throne 
in heaven where He is all 
loving and all knowing. He 
created things to be perfect 
but has allowed Satan to have 
his day in leading as many 
people as he can into sin and 
rebellion against God. The 
son, Jesus Christ, is God in 
the flesh who came to rescue 
us from the punishment we 
deserve because of our sinful 
condition. All we must do is 
believe and walk with Him. 
He was born of a virgin on 
that first Christmas day and 
that’s why He is perfect. He 
is God and He is the spotless 

sacrificial lamb who shed His 
blood so all who believe will 
be saved. Finally, the Holy 
Spirit is our guide. He is our 
comforter and counselor. 
God, in His wisdom, gives 
us free will to choose Him 
because He doesn’t want 
a bunch of robots walking 
around down here. When we 
do choose Him, man are we 
blessed!

 I love Psalm 37:4, “delight 
yourself in the Lord and He 
will give you the desires 
of your heart.” Thank you, 
God, for your blessings at 
Christmas and all year long. 

 Until next week, God 
bless!

By
Scott
cernek 
Columnist

Weekly connection

It’s okay.
And when life turned 

around, and I had a pretty 
good day.

It’s okay.
And so on. 
Make your mantra simple. 

Make it yours and most of all 
make it positive.

So that when you fall 
in love again—with an 
experience, a hobby, yourself, 
another person and most 
importantly, life—you’ll 
know exactly what to say.

It’s okay!
And know that at some 

point it will be not just okay, 
but more than okay. 

I’m trusting in that.
Jill Pertler is an award-

winning syndicated 
columnist, published 
playwright and author. Don’t 
miss a slice; follow the Slices 
of Life page on Facebook.

•	Mantra		 
(Continued from page 4)

your source for on-line news:
RVPNEWS.

COM

Lady Blackhawks begin 
to find their stride

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 The Stockton Lady Blackhawks 
are one of the more interesting girls 
basketball teams in the area.  After 
starting their season with a 1-7 record, 
Stockton flipped a switch as they won six 
in a row.  That streak includes impressive 
victories over Polo, Benton, Dakota, and 
Ashton-Franklin Center.  

 On Dec. 9, the Blackhawks were 
riding a three-game losing streak as 
they saw their record fall to 1-7.  That 
night, they were set to play host to a Polo 
Marcos team that was 5-4 at the time.  
On paper, it looked like the Marcos were 
the clear favorites in this matchup. 

 Stockton had other plans.  A big 
second quarter really sparked their 
momentum as they outscored Polo 19-5.  
That gave the Blackhawks a 31-14 lead 
at halftime, and they never looked back. 

 Kaydra Wright had a big night 
offensively as she racked up 19 points.  
Madie Mammoser finished with 14 points 
as the Blackhawks beat Polo by a score 
of 51-41.  Katelyn Winters added eight 
points in the victory. 

 Two days later, the Blackhawks 
faced off with the Benton Zephyrs out 
of Wisconsin.  Once again, Stockton 
found their stride in the second quarter 
as they outscored the Zephyrs 12-5.  
In back-to-back games, a big second 
quarter ultimately led to a victory as the 
Blackhawks won by a score of 34-25.  
Mammoser remained consistent with 
another 14 points in the victory.  She 
was four for six at the free throw line on 
the night.  Dylann Broshous added nine 
points as the next leading scorer. 

 After back-to-back victories, the 
Blackhawks took their momentum on the 
road as they faced off with the Dakota 
Indians on Dec. 13.  Dakota is another 
team that looked like the favorites over 
Stockton.  Prior to their matchup, the 
Indians were 5-8, while the Blackhawks 
were just 3-7.  

 This time around, it didn’t take the 
Blackhawks a quarter to get going.  They 
hit the court running as they quickly built 
up a lead in the first quarter.  Broshous 
hit a pair of first quarter three-pointers.  
Mammoser went to work down low 
with a trio of baskets.  By the start of 
the second quarter, Stockton held a 14-2 
advantage. 

 Mammoser kept it rolling in the 
second quarter with another six points.  
This time, Wright sunk a pair of three-
pointers to spread the floor.  The 

Blackhawks had everything working for 
them as they took a 28-9 lead into the 
halftime break. 

 The Blackhawks kept their foot on 
the gas in the second half.  It was their 
highest scoring night of the season as the 
Blackhawks won by a score of 59-22.  It 
was the type of dominant performance 
Stockton was looking for.  Mammoser 
racked up 21 points and 16 rebounds in 
a double-double performance.  Broshous 
balled out with 16 points, four rebounds, 
four assists, and three steals.  Winters 
added eight points in the Blackhawks’ 
third consecutive victory.

 The next day, the Blackhawks 
continued their dominance.  
Milledgeville stood no chance against 
Stockton as the Blackhawks picked 
up a 54-16 victory.  In just two days, 
the Blackhawks had outscored their 
opponents 113-38.  Four consecutive 
victories had the Blackhawks looking 
like a new team at 5-7. 

 After a few days off, Stockton 
returned home to play host to the Pearl 
City Wolves on Dec. 18.  They proved 
their dominant stretch to be no fluke as 
they routed the Wolves 43-17.  There was 
no player that really stood out that day as 
the whole team got involved.  Broshous, 
Mammoser, and Eve Moore each finished 
with seven points.  Winters led the team 
with eight points.  Wright and Taylor 
Haas each finished with six.  Ireland 
Mensendike added two points in the 
victory.  

 The Blackhawks kept marching on 
when they faced Ashton-Franklin Center 
on Dec. 20.  AFC came into the game 
with a record of 11-6.  Once again, 
the Blackhawks played the role of the 
underdog, and they played it well. 

 Mammoser had a takeover 
performance as she bullied her way to 
another double-double with 15 points 
and 23 rebounds.  Winters posted seven 
points, while Wright and Haas each had 
five.  Broshous finished the day with six 
points as Stockton won by a score of 41-
32.  

 The Blackhawks have come full circle.  
Just two weeks ago, Stockton sat at the 
bottom with a record of 1-7.  Six games 
later, Stockton is 7-7 and they look like 
a team you don’t want to run into.  Over 
the first eight games of the year, Stockton 
was averaging just over 29 points per 
game.  Defensively, they were allowing 
49 PPG.  During the winning streak, they 
are averaging 47 PPG offensively, while 
allowing just over 25 PPG defensively.
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449053

Happy New Year!
Thank you for your business.

We look forward to serving you.
815-369-5549

Lena
devoefloral@yahoo.com

431243

Thank You for your 
business! We look 

forward to serving you!
Happy New Year!

T H E

HAPPY NEW YEAR
to all of our great

Advertisers and Readers
The Shopper’s Guide
& The Scoop Today

Cyndee & Jessica

410775

Happy New year
Thank you for your 

business

815-369-2803 • Lena

431215

Thank You
for your business!

We look forward to
serving you!

Happy New Year!
Stockton Auto

Supply
815-947-3216

410782

Happy New Year!

815-369-4225
www.radersinsurance.com

449052

Warren defeats Stockton in this year’s Forreston Tournament

Affordable health screenings 
coming to Stockton

 Residents living in and around 
Stockton, IL can learn about their risk 
for cardiovascular disease, osteoporosis, 
diabetes, and other chronic, serious 
conditions with affordable screenings by 
Life Line Screening.  Calvary Church of 
Stockton will host this community event on 
Jan. 17, 2024. The site is located at 315 W 
Maple Ave in Stockton.

 Screenings can check for the level of 
plaque buildup in your arteries, related to 
risk for cardiovascular disease, stroke and 

overall vascular health, HDL and LDL 
Cholesterol levels, diabetes risk, kidney 
and thyroid function, and more. Screenings 
are affordable and convenient.  Free 
parking is also available.  

 Special package pricing starts at $159, 
but consultants will work with you to 
create a package that is right for you based 
on your age and risk factors.  Call 1-877-
237-1287 or visit our website at www.
lifelinescreening.com.  Pre-registration is 
required.

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 The Stockton Blackhawks 
lost their stride after get-
ting off to a 2-1 start to this 
year’s 2023-2024 boys bas-
ketball season.  Since then, 
the Blackhawks are just 1-5, 
including going 1-3 at this 
year’s Forreston Tourna-
ment.  

 Stockton dropped the 
tournament opener when 
they faced off with Le-
na-Winslow on Dec. 16.  
Despite the loss, the Black-
hawks came out with some 
positives to build on.  The 
Blackhawks went down big 
in the first half, but they 
fought their way back to 
make it a close game in the 
end. 

 Stockton trailed Le-Win 
26-9 at halftime.  The Black-
hawks came out strong after 
the break, though.  Ben-
nett Graves hit a pair of 
three-pointers in the third 
quarter, while Colby Tucker 
hit one of his own.  Carter 
Blair and Will Westaby each 
hit baskets as the Black-
hawks began to chip away. 

 The Blackhawks contin-
ued to let it fly in the fourth.  
Graves, Tucker, and Westa-
by each hit three-pointers 
as Stockton made it a game 
again.  Ultimately, it wasn’t 
enough as Le-Win won by a 
score of 43-39.  Graves led 
the team in scoring with 15, 
while Tucker finished with 
13.  Tucker also led the team 
in rebounds with six.  

 Stockton’s best perfor-
mance of the tournament 
came in their next game 
when they faced off with 
the host team, the Forreston 
Cardinals.  The Blackhawks 
were boosted by a solid first 
quarter as they outscored 
Forreston 9-5.  

 The Blackhawks contin-
ued to hold the lead until 
halftime.  Jon Randecker hit 
a pair of baskets in the sec-
ond, while Jacob Harbach 
added three points of his 
own.  By the break, Stockton 
held a 20-18 lead. 

 The third quarter is where 
the Blackhawks set them-
selves apart from Forreston.  
Graves had seven points 
in the quarter, including a 
three-pointer.  Harbach add-

ed four points of his own, 
including going two for two 
at the free throw line.  At the 
start of the fourth, Stockton 
held a 33-26 advantage.  

 Harbach led the team in 
scoring with 13 points.  It 
was also a double-double 
performance for Harbach, 
who led the team with 10 re-
bounds on the night.  Blair, 
Graves, and Randecker all 
finished the game with nine 
points as the Blackhawks 
found production from nu-
merous shooters. Harbach 
also led the team with four 
assists as the Blackhawks 
won by a score of 46-39.

 The Blackhawks went 
on to drop their next game 
against the Winnebago In-
dians, which set them up 
for a matchup with the War-
ren Warriors.  The Warriors 
looked to be a tough oppo-
nent for the Blackhawks, 
and they proved that in their 
matchup in the final game of 

the Forreston Tournament. 
 It was Warren who got off 

to a hot start.  Bryce Van-
Raalte and Brady Stietz had 
things working early as they 
combined for nine first quar-
ter points.  Treyton Pafford 
added four points of his own 
as the Warriors jumped out 
to an early lead.  

 Stockton fought back hard 
in the second quarter.  After 
hitting a pair of three-point-
ers in the first quarter, Tuck-
er continued to let it fly as he 
hit three more three-pointers 
in the second.  Tucker had 
13 points in the quarter as he 
helped the Blackhawks close 
the gap.  By halftime, the 
game was tied 24-24. 

 Much like the first half, 
Warren came out strong to 
start the second.  VanRaalte 
put up another six points in 
the third as he helped the 
Warriors regain their lead.  
Stockton had just eight third 
quarter points as a team, 

seven of which came from 
Westaby.  The big third quar-
ter helped Warren take a 37-
32 lead into the fourth.

 That’s where Warren put 
things away.  Stockton was 
held to just two points in 
the fourth, which came off 
a Randecker basket.  Mean-
while, Pafford put up seven 
points in the fourth for War-
ren as the Warriors held on 
for a 45-34 victory. 

 Pafford led the Warriors 
in scoring with 19 points.  
VanRaalte was right behind 
him with 17, while Teagan 
Sabinson and Stietz finished 
with four each.  Stockton 
was led by Tucker, who had 
20 points.  Westaby finished 
the game with 12.  That duo’s 
stats would indicate a good 
day for the Blackhawks, but 
the rest of the offense didn’t 
provide much.  Randeck-
er’s two points were all the 
rest of the Stockton offense 
could provide in the loss.

High School Seniors or those 
already enrolled at HCC can 
apply.  

 The second scholarship is 
a general scholarship for any 
post-secondary school.  For 
this scholarship, the student 
needs to be currently in their 
first year of college.  This 
scholarship is only available 
to Jo Daviess County Farm 
Bureau members and their 
children.  You can find the 
application on our website 
at https://jodaviesscfb.com/
scholarships/.  Applications 
are due March 1.

 Do you know a gradu-
ating senior or college stu-
dent?  The IAA Foundation 
just announced the lineup 
for the 2024 IAA Foundation 

Scholarships.  This includes 
95 scholarships totaling 
$177,001.  We have had sev-
eral winners from Jo Daviess 
County in the past, so I would 
encourage anyone interested 
to mark Jan. 1 on their cal-
endar so they don’t miss this 
great opportunity.   The link 
will be live for the IAA Foun-
dation website until Jan. 1.

Join FB ACT text 
messaging

 FB ACT – the Illinois Farm 
Bureau Agricultural Contact 
Team, is comprised of Farm 
Bureau members who are 
ready to respond to IFB action 
requests.  When IFB issues an 
action request, it signals your 
voice is needed on a major 

action request, it signals your 
voice is needed on a major 
legislative or regulatory issue 
facing Illinois farmers.  

 By signing up for FB ACT 
text messages, you will be no-
tified the instant your voice is 
needed in Washington D.C., 
or Springfield.

 To sign up or renew your 
FB ACT text message sub-
scription, please text the key-
word “FARM” to this num-
ber – 52883, and you will be 
ready to act for ag!

Farm Fun Fact
Bacon is the most popular 

pork item found on restaurant 
menus, with ham and break-
fast sausage coming in second 
and third, respectively.

•	Eggers		 (Continued from page 2)
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Game PaGe

Sudoku 
Fun by the Numbers

 Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the 
moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and 
put your sudoku savvy to the test! Here’s How It 
Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, 
the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column 
and box. Each number can appear only once in each 
row, column and box. You can figure out the order in 
which the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The more 
numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the 
puzzle!

CLUES ACROSS
  1. A way to injure
  5. Mutual savings bank
  8. Rock TV channel
 11. Large number of fish 
swimming together
 13. Military mailbox
 14. Female of a horse
 15. Category
 16. City
 17. Breezed through
 18. Officer who bears a mace
 20. Tax collector
 21. “Cheers” actress Perlman
 22. Pauses before acting
 25. Extracted information from 
a wave
 30. Tendency to revert to 
something ancestral
 31. No seats available
 32. Nocturnal rodents
 33. Moves gently to and fro
 38. Not good
 41. A way to ready
 43. One who makes something 
better
 45. Things associated with 
American history
 48. Ancient Phoenician fertility 
god
 49. A continuous portion of a 
circle
 50. Volcanic craters
 55. Units of electrical resistance
 56. Gamble on
 57. Ethiopian town
 59. One point east of northeast
 60. Polynesian garland of flowers
 61. Spiritual leader of a Jewish 
congregation
 62. State of fuss
 63. Keyboard key
 64. Partner to relaxation
 
 CLUES DOWN
  1. “The world’s most famous 
arena”
  2. Polite interruption sound
  3. Private school in New York
  4. Refuse of grapes

  5. __ Tomei, actress
  6. Adult beverages
  7. Supporter
  8. Papier-__, art material
  9. Forests have them
 10. Most ancient Hindu scriptures
 12. Downwind
 14. Marketplace
 19. Flowering plant genus
 23. Street where nightmares 
happen
 24. Admirer
 25. Dip lightly into water
 26. When you hope to get there
 27. Partner to cheese
 28. Egg
 29. A way to disqualify 
 34. South American plant
 35. Fold-away bed

 36. Debbie Harry album “__ Koo”
 37. Swedish krona
 39. Displaying warmth and 
friendliness
 40. Official orders
 41. Bowling alley necessity
 42. Stray
 44. About milk
 45. Expressed pleasure
 46. Caribbean dance
 47. If not
 48. __ fide (Latin)
 51. Swiss river
 52. Hebrew calendar month
 53. One easily swindled
 54. Point that is one point south of 
southwest
 58. Small island (British)

BLANKET
BLIZZARD

BRISK
BUNDLE

DOWNHILL
FROZEN
HAZARD
HEAVY
ICECAP

ICE SKATING
LAKE

MITTENS
MOUNTAIN

NOR’EASTER
PARKA
SCARF
SKIING

SLED
SLIPPERY

SNOWMAN
TEMPERATURE

WINTRY
WOODBURNING

WOOLEN

Answers on page 17
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Leamon Funeral Homes
Lena   Orangeville   Warren

815-369-4512
429609

We Would like to Wish all 
our friends and families the 
happiest of holidays and a 
Wonderful neW year.

Greetings

Season’s

Thank You
for your business!

We look forward to
serving you!

Happy New Year!
Hartzell’s IGA
815-745-3311

410784 449057

Thank You for 
your business!!

We look forward to 
serving you!

Happy New Year!
Stock Holder’s Saloon

815-594-2244

449058

Thank You
for your business
Happy New Year!

Stockton • 815-947-3470

Wursters
Sales and Service, LLC

Lena parade and 
window decoration 
winners announced

 The LBPA and Lena Beau-
tification committee would 
like to thank everyone that 
came to the parade and partic-
ipated in making the 10th an-
niversary of this event a huge 
success.

 Participants entered to win 
awards based on their parade 
decorations, window displays, 
and Christmas decorations. 
The winners of each category 
are as follows:
 
Parade entries

Best light display: Lena 
Lucky Clovers

Best use of theme: Kent 
Farms

Most unique:  Steve Buss

Best us of theme in 
window decorations 

The Lena Mercantile 

Home Christmas 
decorations

Most unique: Grandon and 
Kristen Harn at 200 Briar-
wood Lane

Best light display: Ryan and 
Heidi Werhane at 502 N. Center  
Judges choice: James and 
Joan Liles at 615 Deer Trail 
Drive

 
 Thank you to the commu-

nity for making the Candy 
Cane Christmas the best ever.

Panthers take on Pearl City at this 
year’s Forreston Tournament

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 The Lena-Winslow Panthers had 
an impressive showing at this year’s 
Forreston Tournament.  Despite 
finishing in fifth place, the Panthers 
had just one loss in the tournament.  
This year, they faced off with the 
Stockton Blackhawks, the Sterling 
Newman Comets, the Polo Marcos, 
and the Pearl City Wolves. 

 The Panthers entered the 
tournament coming off one of their 
best performances of the season.  
They shut down Winnebago by 
a score of 46-16 in Winnebago.  
Two days later, the Panthers began 
tournament play as they took on the 
Blackhawks.

 This year, the Panthers continue to 
find themselves in close games.  That 
remained true when they took on the 
Blackhawks as the game came down 
to the wire. 

 It was a low scoring first quarter.  
A Jaylen Rakowska three-pointer 
provided most of the excitement as 
the Panthers took a 7-2 lead into the 
second.  That’s where the Le-Win 
offense picked up as they combined 
for a trio of three-pointers in the 
quarter.  Cobryn Lynch, Cohen Goeke, 
and Koby Kearns each hit a three in 
the second.  The Panthers eventually 
took a 26-9 lead into the break. 

 Stockton has been one of those 
teams that won’t roll over easily.  
They continued to fight against the 
Panthers, and they nearly pulled off 
a second half comeback.  Stockton’s 
offense exploded for 16 points in the 
third quarter as they set things up for 
an exciting finish. 

 Le-Win had just enough to hold 
on.  Rakowska and Miles Mahon hit 
some big free throws as they locked 

away a 43-39 victory over Stockton.  
Rakowska and Lynch led the way 
offensively as they each finished the 
game with 10 points. 

 The Panthers had another tough 
matchup when they took on the 
Sterling Newman Comets just days 
later.  The Comets were 5-5 ahead of 
their game against Le-Win. 

 This time around it was the 
Panthers that found themselves 
trailing early on.  Le-Win’s offense 
struggled to find a basket in the first 
as Mason Spidahl’s three-pointer 
provided a majority of the scoring.  In 
the second quarter, Lynch and Goeke 
each hit three-pointers.  Still, the 
Panthers found themselves trailing 
23-17 at the break. 

 Despite making a comeback in the 
third quarter, the Panthers eventually 
suffered their one and only loss of 
the tournament.  Sterling held on 
to win by a score of 48-39.  Quinn 
Rodebaugh led the team in scoring 
with 10, while Mahon finished the 
game with nine.  

 The Panthers didn’t have to wait 
long for an opportunity to bounce 
back.  The very next day, Le-Win 
took on the Polo Marcos, who came 
in with a record of 4-4.  The Panthers 
wasted no time getting their offense 
going in this one.  Specifically, it was 
Rodebaugh who has started to find his 
confidence on the court.  Rodebaugh 
racked up eight first quarter points as 
Polo had no answer for him down low.  

 Lynch added a pair of baskets in 
the second quarter, but the Panthers 
still found themselves trailing at the 
break.  Polo got off to a hot start 
as they put up 18 points in the first 
quarter.  Despite that, the Le-Win 
defense held them to just four points 
in the second.  That was enough for 

the Panthers to keep it close as they 
went into the break trailing 22-20. 

 In the second half, Le-Win began 
to find success from deep.  With a trio 
of three-pointers in the second half, 
the Panthers managed to pull off a 
comeback of their own.  Rodebaugh 
continued to attack the defense as he 
finished the day with a team-leading 
16 points.  Rakowska was next up 
with 12, and Lynch was the third 
Panther in double figures with 10.  

 That set the Panthers up for their 
final game of the tournament as they 
took on the Pearl City Wolves on Dec. 
21.  The Wolves struggled through the 
early parts of the 2023-2024 season, 
but they put up a good fight against 
the Panthers. 

 It was the Panthers who jumped out 
to the early lead. Rakowska hit a pair 
of early three-pointers to get things 
going.  Spidahl hit a pair of baskets 
down low as well.  Pearl City couldn’t 
find many clean shots, but they found 
success at the free throw line.  Lane 
Kempel went four for four at the line 
in the first.  Ethan Petta went one 
for three as the Wolves went into the 
second trailing 10-5. 

 Le-Win only grew their lead ahead 
of the break.  Mahon put up six points 
in the quarter.  Rakowska hit his third 
three of the half as Le-Win took a 
22-7 lead into halftime.

 Once again, the Panthers allowed 
a big second half.  Pearl City began 
to claw their way back in the third 
quarter as the shots began to fall.  
Lexton Endress went two for two at 
the line before hitting a three-pointer.  
Myles Freedlund added a pair of free 
throws of his own. 

Happy New year
Thank you for your business.

we look forward to serving you!
Saunders propane

warren

449055

    your source for on-line news:
       RVPNEWS.COM

See pantherS, page 13
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410789

Happy
New Year!

Thank you for 
your business!
Stockton Auto Body

815-947-3816 • Stockton

449056

Happy New year
Thank you for your business.

we look forward to serving you!
111 N. Main St. • Elizabeth

815-858-9111

submitted Photo Rock Valley Publishing

The Lena America Legion 
provides gifts for veterans
 Tim Schoeny and Henry Saavedra of the Lena American Legion present a Christmas gift to David Bower.  
Bower lives at the Lena Living Center.  The gift was given as part of a program created by The American Le-
gion in which veterans who are in nursing homes or VA facilities receive a gift for Christmas.

Stephenson County 
Farm Bureau news
By Victoria Hansen 

 “Oh Christmas Tree, Oh 
Christmas Tree” ‘Tis the sea-
son for Christmas Trees. It’s 
that time of year when fami-
lies are in search for that per-
fect evergreen tree to display 
in their homes for the Christ-
mas season. I love driving 
through our county and see-
ing the lighted trees through 
the windows. But how much 
do you or I even know about 
Christmas trees? Keeping that 
in mind I’d like to share a few 
of my favorite facts about 
these wonderful trees. 

 There are approximate-
ly 350 million Christmas 
trees growing on U.S. farms. 
Christmas trees are grown 
and harvested in all 50 states. 
Top Christmas tree producing 
states are Oregon, North Car-
olina, Michigan, Pennsylva-
nia, Wisconsin, Washington, 
New York and Virginia.  The 
first Christmas tree retail lot in 
the United States was started 
by Mark Carr in New York, 
in 1851.  From 1887-1933 a 
fishing schooner called the 
“Christmas Ship” would tie 
up at the Clark Street Bridge 
in Chicago and sell spruce 
trees from Michigan to Chica-
goans. 

Holiday hours
Carroll County Farm Bu-

reau will be closed for the 
Holiday Season beginning on 
December 25 and will reopen 
on January 2. If you need 
assistance during this time, 
please call our office at 815-
244-3001 or email carroll-
cfb@gmail.com 

 Stephenson County Farm 
Bureau: will be closed begin-
ning December 25th and will 
remain closed until 8:00a.m. 
on Tuesday, January 2. If you 
need assistance during this 
time please call our office at 
815-232-3186 or email man-
ager@stephensoncfb.org. 

Circa 21 bus trip
 On Sunday, Feb. 18 the 

Carroll and Stephenson Coun-
ty Farm Bureaus will travel to 
see a production of Murder 
on the Orient Express at the 

Circa 21 Theater in the quad 
cities. The trip will depart the 
Freeport Walmart parking lot 
at 1:15 p.m. and will stop at 
the Carroll County Farm Bu-
reau in Mount Carroll as an 
additional pickup at 1:45 p.m. 
The trip is estimated to return 
to Mount Carroll at 9 p.m. and 
Freeport at 9:30 p.m.

 The member Price is $100, 
and the non-Member Price 
is $120. The cost includes 
transportation, show admis-
sion, dinner/dessert and all 
gratuities. Reserve your spot 
by calling either the Carroll 
County Farm Bureau at 815-
244-3001 or the Stephenson 
County Farm Bureau at 815-
232-3186. 

From Food to Flowers: 
Everything Local 
Conference

 Our second annual From 
Food to Flowers: Everything 
Local Conference, will be 
held Jan. 17-19, 2024, at the 
Crowne Plaza in Springfield. 
This combined Illinois Food, 
Farmers Market and Special-
ty Crop Conference is a col-
laboration among the Illinois 
Farm Bureau, Illinois Special-
ty Growers Association and 
Illinois Farmers Market Asso-
ciation to bring together more 
people than ever from across 
Illinois’ local food, special-
ty crop and farmers market 
supply chains. This unique 
gathering combines the best 
parts of the events previously 
known as the Illinois Special-
ty Crop Conference and the 
Live Local: Local Food and 
Farmers Market conference. 

 This one-of-a-kind event 
brings together farmers and 
agribusiness leaders from 
across the state with other 
partners throughout the Illi-
nois local food supply chain. 
By more efficiently connect-
ing the supply chain, more 
income is generated; fewer 
businesses handle the product 
in processing and transit; and 
the products are harvested and 
packaged at a fresher stage. 
These improvements benefit 

Pearl City FFA to host 
Pork Chop Dinner 

 The Annual Pearl City 
FFA Pork Chop Dinner is 
scheduled for Tuesday, Jan. 
16, from 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
The dinner will be held at 
the Pearl City School Cafete-
ria. Tickets can be purchased 
from Pearl City FFA mem-
bers or at the door.  The din-
ner will include a pork chop 
sandwich, chips, cookie, and 
drink for $8. Carry-outs are 
available. 

 The Pearl City FFA and 

FFA Alumni host this dinner 
and a silent auction to raise 
funds to benefit the Pearl 
City FFA Chapter. Illinois 
Pork Producers and Stephen-
son County Pork Producers 
support this event with grant 
funds. 

 After dinner, cheer on the 
Pearl City Wolves boys bas-
ketball team as they play the 
Le-Win Panthers. Please join 
for an evening of fun and help 
support the Pearl City FFA!

See newS, Page 13
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 On Nov. 16, the High-
land Community College 
Foundation recognized five 
Distinguished Alumni at the 
Freeport Club. This is the 
27th year the Foundation has 
recognized individuals who 
made their start at Highland 
Community College, have 
shown community leadership, 
and believe in the mission of 
higher education. To date, 
Highland has named more 
than 160 individuals as Dis-
tinguished Alumni.

 The following were recog-
nized as Distinguished Alum-
ni:

Terry Camplain (Davis 
Junction)

Nominated by Vicki Schulz
 Camplain began his path 

to his psychology career with 
an Associate Degree from 
Highland in 1986, going on 
to advanced education and a 
successful career as a school 
psychologist and for the past 
19 years as Principal of Cha-
na Education Center, a thera-
peutic day school of the Ogle 
County Educational Cooper-
ative. This program focuses 
on the social and emotional 

growth of students. Camplain 
has been recognized as the Il-
linois School Psychologist of 
the Year and Focus House Vol-
unteer of the Year. He is also a 
member of the Ogle County 
Juvenile Justice Council and 
a Certified Trainer for Trauma 
Informed School Approaches. 
Since 2008, he has been shar-
ing his experience as a speak-
er for the Highland First Year 
Experience class and works 
with HCC education majors.

Drew Groezinger 
(Stockton)

Nominated by Pattie Krip-
pendorf

 While earning his Asso-
ciate Degree at Highland in 
2020, Groezinger was work-
ing full-time building his 
business. What began as one 
greenhouse producing vegeta-
bles for his 35 CSA (Commu-
nity Supported Agriculture) 
customers has grown to five 
greenhouses, four tunnels, 
and 14 acres of cut flower 
production with seven em-
ployees. He is active in the 
Association of Cut Flower 
Growers (ASCFC) serving as 
an industry expert at their na-

tional conferences. He is cur-
rently serving his second term 
with the University of Illinois 
Extension Council. He has 
been an industry speaker at 
the Illinois State Floral Asso-
ciation conference and Exten-
sion conferences. He shares 
his knowledge about the cut 
flower production industry 
and wedding design industry 
on his Podcast “Between Me 
and Drew.”

Benjamin Huber 
(Monroe, Wis.)

Nominated by Kevin 
Heimerdinger

 Huber is a native of Lena 
and a 2004 Highland Commu-
nity College graduate. While 
pursuing a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Agriculture Education at 
the University of Wiscon-
sin-Platteville, he was recruit-
ed by Frontier FS as a Crop 
Specialist and has since held 
positions as Crop Specialist, 
Seed Specialist, Agronomy 
Marketing Manager, Strategic 
Marketing Manager, Ener-
gy Marketing Manager, and 
Agronomy Department Man-
ager. Since 2022, he has been 
General Manager and CEO 

Felony drug arrest
 On Dec. 20, 2023, at 12:29 a.m., Officers of the 

Freeport Police Department were called to a business 
parking lot in the 800 block of W. Galena Avenue 
regarding an individual who was slumped over on a 
curb. Upon arrival, Officers made contact with 25-year-
old Freeport resident, Austan Bardell. As Officers 
attempted to check on Bardell’s welfare, he became 
combative. Officers were able to take Bardell into 
custody and during that time, two Officers were exposed 
to an unknown substance. Both Officers were taken to 
FHN hospital for treatment. Bardell was found to be in 
possession of a brown rock-like substance believed to be 
heroin and a white powdery substance which was later 
determined to be cocaine.

 The two Officers were treated and released from 
FHN hospital. The Stephenson County State’s Attorney 
approved felony charges of Possession of more than 
15 Grams but Less than 100 Grams of a Controlled 
Substance, Possession with the Intent to Deliver to 
Another Person More than 15 Grams but Less than 
100 Grams of a Controlled Substance and Aggravated 
Battery to a Peace Officer. Bardell is currently in the 
custody of the Stephenson County Jail where he will be 
held pending the outcome of a detention hearing.

 The Freeport Police Department would like to thank 
the Stephenson County Sheriff’s Department and the 
Illinois State Police for assisting the Police Department 
during the time the Officers were being treated. The 
public is reminded that the defendant is presumed 
innocent and is entitled to a fair trial, at which the 
government has the burden of proving guilt beyond a 
reasonable doubt.

Highland Community College Foundation 
recognizes Distinguished Alumni

of Insight FS. As an advocate 
for agriculture and communi-
ty service, he has served as a 
member of the Green County 
Farm Bureau Board of Direc-
tors, including a role as pres-
ident. In his current role, he 
promotes the value of educa-
tional opportunities, especial-
ly from those at community 
and technical colleges.

Steven Kenneke 
(Lantana, Texas)

Nominated by Chrislyn 
Senneff

 Kenneke is a 1991 grad-
uate of Highland. He earned 
both a Bachelor’s and Mas-
ter’s degree while working 
for UPS. He began his career 
with UPS as a porter and 
part-time package driver, 
and now holds the position of 

Vice-President of Air Opera-
tions over the Central Zone 
of the United States, oversee-
ing the largest air operation 
in the U.S and the work of 
5,000 employees who han-
dle more than $33 million in 
business per year. He has em-
bodied the mission of higher 
education and has strived to 
share this as widely as possi-
ble through his roles as Am-
bassador for UPS Congres-
sional Awareness Program, 
Community Internship Pro-
gram-Diversity & Inclusion, 
and executive sponsor for 
Veterans Business Resource 
Group (BRG), Advisory 
Council for the Frontiers of 
Flight Museum-Dallas, TX, 
and Adult Leader for Boy 
Scouts of America.

Kristin Rademaker 
(Freeport)

Nominated by Nicole Vick
 Rademaker is a 1995 grad-

uate of Highland, going on to 
earn a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Special Education and a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Educational 
Leadership and Administra-
tion. She has been involved 
in education for more than 20 
years, spending the first part 
of her career teaching ele-
mentary and middle school 
students who are deaf or 
hard of hearing, moving on 
to teaching high school sci-
ence in regular and special 
education classrooms. She 
has been president and sec-
retary for the Illinois Science 
Teachers Association and co-
lead of the Storylines Work-
ing Group. She also serves as 
a National Science Teachers 
Association Curator and on 
the Equip Peer Review Panel 
member for Achieve. She is 
a writer for the Next Gener-
ation Storylines website and 
has shared her work at state 
and national conferences. In 
2017, she received the Rob-
ert E. Yager Excellence in 
Teaching Award from the 
National Science Teachers 
Association and was named 
that year’s Yager Scholar.

For more on the Highland 
Community College Founda-
tion, visit highland.edu/foun-
dation.
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Tap into the benefits that CDs bring

Bank-issued, 
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* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 12/19/23. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-
issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per 
depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please 
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to 
availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest 
rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can 
lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal 
may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution 
of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are 
issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the 
Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).
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Highland Fall Honors students present semester projects
 On Dec. 8, 13 Highland 

Honors students presented 
their semester projects via 
Zoom™. Highland’s Honors 
students created and designed 
projects based on their own 
chosen topics.

 The Honors Program at 
Highland Community College 
is designed to provide eligible 
students with enhanced edu-
cational experiences in select 
courses chosen in cooperation 
with College faculty. Students 
must maintain a 3.5/4.0-grade 
point average to remain eligi-
ble for the Honors Program. 
Students must possess an ACT 
composite score of 25 or great-
er, or 1200 out of 1600 on SAT, 
or finish in the top 10 percent 
of their high school graduating 
class. This is the 14th year of 
the program.

 “The Honors Program pro-
vides great opportunities for 

students to deepen their edu-
cational pursuits while at the 
college,” said Evan Talbert, 
Honors Program director and 
Highland instructor. “These 
presentations are always ex-
citing, as we get to hear what 
projects our students have de-
veloped in conjunction with 
our instructors, and it is always 
a great sample of the many dif-
ferent programs and areas of 
study the college offers.”

 Talbert adds, “These proj-
ects, and the Honors Program 
in general, allow our students 
to dive into concepts which 
are important to them and their 
further educational journey, 
giving them a more in-depth 
look at these topics.”

 The Honors Program pro-
vides additional hands-on 
workforce and learning experi-
ence. Students work alongside 
an instructor to develop and 

complete the project. Topics 
include research of a particular 
field of study, current events or 
trends, a course’s curriculum, 
and the student’s interests and 
goals.
Students who 
presented were:

 Daniel Creuzer of Oran-
geville completed a chemistry 
project with Dean of Science 
and Mathematics and Instruc-
tor Dr. Brendan Dutmer, in 
which he researched the value 
of implementing Course-based 
Undergraduate Research Ex-
periences (CUREs) for all 
Chemistry 222 students.

 Olivia Wilhelms of Free-
port worked with Instructor 
Jeremy Monigold to create 
a computer program and ac-
companying paper related to 
purchasing movie tickets and 
updating inventory.

 Clara Bartels of Freeport 

worked with Instructor Kathy 
Sleezer on a research paper 
on how artificial intelligence 
is used and how it will affect 
education.

 Genesis Cole of Freeport 
worked with Instructor Laura 
Early with a research paper on 
a visual artist’s life, work, and 
influences and the impact on 
the artists.

 AJ Evon of Freeport 

worked with Instructor Harry 
Bodell to complete a “Speech 
to Entertain” to the Speech 
class to persuade classmates 
on a particular topic while us-
ing jokes and other humorous 
elements for audience engage-
ment. AJ also worked with In-
structor Laura Early appearing 
as a character as the Red Dog 
in the children’s production of 
“Go, Dog, Go, creating cue 

lists, memorizing lines and 
stage direction.

 Kee Henze of Ridott 
worked with Instructor Juliet 
Moderow researching birds 
seen on campus and studied 
their migration patterns, in-
cluding if and how manmade 
structures may affect popula-
tions.

Five-year forecast from gov’s budget office indicates Illinois still facing structural budget hole
By Jerry Nowicki
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

 With Illinois lawmakers 
scheduled to return to legis-
lative session in less than a 
month, a recent government 
fiscal forecast provides an 
overview of the budgeting 
landscape that awaits them. 

The bottom line from the 
five-year forecast from the 
Governor’s Office of Manage-
ment and Budget: The current 
fiscal year is now projected to 
end with a $1.4 billion sur-
plus, while the upcoming fis-
cal year 2025 is projected to 
face an $891 million deficit. 

 “So that five-year forecast, 
you know, we look at it as a 
guide for how careful do we 
need to be as we move for-
ward in the in the budget year 
thinking about FY ’25,” Gov. 
JB Pritzker said at a recent 
event in Springfield. 

 “I think it’s a signal that ev-
erybody, we need to be careful 
in Illinois, we have to balance 
our budget…” Pritzker added. 
“And so, if that requires us to 
reduce the increases that may 
occur in certain programs, 
maybe that will be necessary.” 

 The mandatory GOMB 
report is published each No-

vember. It takes stock of the 
state’s general revenue fund, 
which is the main discretion-
ary spending account that’s 
subject to budget negotiations 
each spring. This year’s five-
year forecast projected defi-
cits of over $1 billion from FY 
2026 through FY 2029. 

 But, as Pritzker noted in his 
interview with the news me-
dia outside of the Governor’s 
Mansion Dec. 14, future-year 
budgets can be “very hard to 
project” due to state, national 
and global economic factors. 

It’s noteworthy that actual 
revenue performances have 
routinely exceeded prior-year 
estimates during Pritzker’s 
tenure—his GOMB has prov-
en a conservative prognosti-
cator. And the governor noted 
he expects some fluctuation in 
the anticipated FY 2025 reve-
nue total as the state gets clos-
er to the fiscal year that begins 
July 1.

 “I think you’re going to see 
different projections as we go 
forward just because the econ-
omy is changing,” Pritzker 
said, alluding to strong stock 
market gains Dec. 14 after 
the Federal Reserve indicated 
interest rates would remain 

flat for the time being and de-
crease in the coming months. 

 While budget surpluses 
have routinely yielded sup-
plemental spending plans in 
Pritzker’s tenure amid sus-
tained revenue booms, the 
governor and lawmakers have 
been noncommittal when 
asked about such a plan pass-
ing in the upcoming session.  

But Pritzker on Dec. 14 
noted at least one area of sup-
plemental spending need. 

 In November, he an-
nounced $160 million in state 
support to aid and house mi-
grants being bused to Chica-
go from U.S. border states, 
particularly Texas. That plan 
shifted money from elsewhere 
in the Department of Human 
Services’ budget, including 
block grant funding and $40 
million that was backing a 
pending application for Fed-
eral Emergency Management 
Agency funding. 

 Pritzker said it “is going 
to be a requirement” that the 
state reexamines “whatever 
buckets that we’ve had to pull 
from” to provide aid to mi-
grants as winter approaches.  

The five-year report from 
GOMB identified another 

$969 million in added “spend-
ing pressures” that could also 
require supplemental ap-
propriations. Those include 
potential state assistance for 
asylum seekers, increased 
caseloads at the Department 
on Aging and the Department 
of Human Services, delays in 
other federal reimbursements, 
increased group insurance 
costs, and outstanding tech-
nology bills.

 While the report didn’t 
break down the costs in each 
area, it noted that the “spend-
ing pressures” serve to offset 
much of the anticipated sur-
plus.  “After accounting for 
the supplemental budget pres-
sures, the revised fiscal year 
2024 surplus is projected to 
total $422 million,” GOMB 
noted in the report. 

 All told, GOMB now ex-
pects FY 2024 to see just over 
$52 billion in revenues, up 
from the $50.6 billion when 
lawmakers approved the bud-
get in May. 

 GOMB’s report noted the 
main drivers of the increase—
including the state receiv-
ing hundreds of millions of 
dollars in reimbursement for 
federal matching funds not 

properly claimed in a previous 
fiscal year—are likely “one-
time” in nature and shouldn’t 
be built into annual budgets. 

Other surplus drivers in-
clude a $255 million great-
er-than-expected transfer 
from the income tax refund 
fund due to a strong tax filing 
season a year ago, good in-
vestment and interest returns, 
and strong corporate and sales 
tax performance. 

 The one-time nature of 
much of this year’s surplus 
drivers plays into next year’s 
projected deficit, as GOMB 
anticipates revenues to de-
cline to $51.5 billion, with ex-
penditures growing to $52.3 
billion. 

 The main drivers of spend-
ing growth each year are the 
state’s public school and 
pension funding formulas.  
The school formula calls for 
an added $350 million each 
year. A recent report from the 
legislature’s Commission on 
Government Forecasting and 
Accountability noted Illinois’ 
FY 2025 general fund pen-
sion payment is also expected 
to grow by $350 million, to 
about $10.2 billion. 

 All told, that adds up to the 

$891 million projected deficit 
for FY 2025, although that 
number drops to $721 million 
when accounting for the statu-
tory contribution to the state’s 
“rainy day” savings fund. 

 That rainy day fund has 
been a major beneficiary of 
recent surpluses and is now 
at its strongest-ever balance 
of over $2 billion. Pension 
funds have also benefitted, 
with lawmakers and the gov-
ernor adding $700 million to 
the funds beyond statutory re-
quirements in recent years. 

 Other recent surpluses have 
gone to pay down interest-ac-
cruing debt and to replenish 
the state’s unemployment in-
surance trust fund amid the 
crush of claims brought on by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 As for the anticipated cur-
rent-year surplus, we’re like-
ly a few months away from 
knowing the full scope of any 
supplemental spending plan it 
will yield. 

 Pritzker is scheduled to 
give his budget address to 
lawmakers on Wednesday, 
Feb. 21. After that, budget ne-
gotiations normally continue 
until the legislature adjourns 
and approves a budget in May. 

Analysis: Pritzker urges ‘careful’ approach as 
current-year surplus could be followed by deficit

See projectS, page 16
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*** ONLINE ONLY ***
WWW.KITSONAUCTIONS.COM

END OF  YEAR POWER 
EQUIPMENT & MORE AUCTION

SATURDAY, DEC. 30 • 10 A.M.
This auction is packed with 100s of lots at multiple locations.

NEW MOWERS/SNOWBLOWERS MOST W/ FACTORY WARRANTY: Cub Cadet ZT1-54P, 
Cub Cadet ZTS1-46, Cub Cadet Pro x636, Pro X654, Cub Cadet 2x30 Max snowblower, Cub 3x26 
snowblower, Cub 3x26 trac snowblower, Cub Cadet 30H mower, Cub Cadet ZT1 42, ZT1-54, ZT2 
60, Cub Cadet 534SWE snowblower, EGO cordless power equipment.
USED AND COLLECTOR EQUIPMENT: Cub Cadet RZTS 42, BobCat 36” commercial walk 
behind, Gravely L, Struck “Big Job”, Cub Cadet 1914 with deck/blower, Bolens Ride-Master, 
Homelite riding mower, Toro Greens mower, vintage reel mowers, Wheel Horse D160 with loader, 
John Deere wheel weights, Cub Cadet #1 cart, Simplicity Sovereign, Allis Chalmers, Heckendorn 
88”, Choremaster, Bolens Huski gardener, vintage snowblowers, Allis Chalmers Big Ten.
UTVS: Big Horn 200, Big Horn 450 with blade, Big Horn 450. These machines were demo units 
for the Kane County Cougars.
MISC.: Huge selection of manuals, micro fiche cards, signs, advertising, utility trailers, air 
compressors, tools and much, much more!
AUCTIONEER’S NOTE: This is a very partial listing as the catalog is still being built.

*** LIVE & ONLINE ***
3rd ANNUAL NEW YEARS DAY 

PREMIERE AUCTION
MONDAY, JAN. 1, 2024 • 10 A.M.

118 W. LINCOLN AVE., BELVIDERE, IL 
INDOOR CLIMATE CONTROLLED FACILITY WITH AMPLE SEATING

VEHICLES: 1993 40th Anniversary Chevy Corvette, 1938 Ford truck, 2013 Nissan NV3500 
passenger van.
FIREARMS: .44 cal Duck foot pistol, Stevens 410, Remington Nylon 11 .22, Winchester 290 .22, 
Smith Corona A3-03 30-06,Winchester 1200 20ga, Hi- Standard Sport King .22, Stevens 12ga, 
Winchester 255 .22, Browning light 12 ga semi auto, Winchester 37 16 ga, Ruger 10/22, Winchester 
370 12 ga, Marlin 22 bolt action, Iver Johnson .44 black powder pistol, FIE .25 pistol, M1860 Naval 
Cutlass Civil war sword.
SIGNS: Bubble up, AAA, porcelain double sided Standard Service, Delco Batteries Masonite, 
Chicago Motor Club Service Station, AAA Service sign, lighted PBR, Amalie Motor oil lighted 
Pam clock, Socony porcelain thermometer, Welch Motor oil sign, Casite pam style thermometer, 
double sided 1954 Valvoline, cast aluminum Blatz baseball, 1950s yellow STOP, Hamm’s lighted 
Beer, Texaco Chief, Texaco Sky Chief, Snapper lighted, Value and Service Hardware, Wolfs Head 
Oil, 1963 Coca Cola Pam Clock, Pirelli tires lighted, SS gas pump sign, Purina, Dekalb Seed.
PEDAL TRACTORS: Eska John Deere 60, Eska Farmall 400, Scale Models Cub Cadet.
TOYS: Lost in Space roto jet gun, Major Matt Mason, Keystone Packard, Buddy L, tin friction, 
Hot Wheels Redline, promo cars, Data East Hook pinball machine, art deco wind up truck/
trailer, Lost in Space RC Robot, Tonka, Turner Toys, Tru-Scale Ryerson Steel truck, Mettlach stein 
#2871, vintage G.I. Joe action figures.
COINS: 1850 Liberty Head $20 gold coin graded xf-45.
ANTIQUES: lightning rod balls, Monmouth pottery crocks, Macomb pottery, butter churns, 
stacking lawyers book cases, ice boxes, coin op player piano, 1968 Minnesota North Stars 
pennant, 1913 Fatima Cigarettes Baseball cards, 7’ aluminum Christmas tree, 1904 John Deere 
Plow Co. vehicles book, 1908 Atomic pencil sharpener, Civil war reunion display, Railroad 
cannon ball caboose lights, MCM George Nelson Cigar Lamp, 1944 M-1 rifle grenade launcher, 
lithographic limestone printers block, Brass fighting ring bell, large brass Dolphin carburetor, 
cast iron figures, cast iron door stops, slag glass light, rail road lanterns, Duncan parking meter, 
Nazi Germany hats and uniform, Arcade Andy Gump car, West Chicago Police badge.
AUCTIONEER’S NOTE: This is a very partial listing of the 500 lots in this auction all available 
for online or live in person bidding. Happy Holidays and we hope to see you on New Years Day.

Andrew Kitson 815-973-0915 • www.KitsonAuctions.com
448772

 Le-Win continued to score 
on the other end, however.  
Rakowska and Spidahl 
combined for 10 points in the 
third as the Panthers took a 
37-19 lead into the fourth.  

 If it wasn’t so far out of 
reach, the Wolves might 
have pulled off a comeback 
in the final quarter.  Pearl 
City started letting it fly as 
four three-pointers fell in the 

quarter.  Endress sunk a pair 
of threes, while Petta and 
Kempel each hit one of their 
own.  The Wolves put up 17 
points in the quarter as they 
looked to fight back. 

 It was too late, however.  
Le-Win held on for a 47-36 
victory over the Wolves.  
Rakowska led the way in 
the victory with 21 points.  
Spidahl added 12 as the 

Panthers claimed fifth place 
in the tournament.  At the 
conclusion, the Panthers were 
5-1 over their last six games 
played and 7-3 overall. 

 Pearl City was led by 
Kempel, who finished with 
13 points.  Endress also 
finished in double figures 
with 11.  Will Birchen added 
five in the loss as Pearl City 
dropped to 2-7 on the year.  

•	Panthers		 (Continued from page 8)

the local economies and food 
opportunities of communities 
across the state.  

 You asked, and we lis-
tened. Producers want to 
know more about getting the 
most from their farms. Lo-
cal food interests and farm-
ers markets want to work 
with excellent producers to 
promote our state’s local 
food systems. These efforts 
to build relationships don’t 
stop at the fencerow or mar-
ket gate. So, we have found 
a way to connect the right 
people to enhance the robust 
Illinois local and specialty 

agriculture system.
 To Learn More Visit: 

https://www.specialtygrow-
e r s . o r g / e v e r y t h i n g - l o -
cal-2024.html 

Feb. 29 seminar 
 Farm transition and suc-

cession planning will be the 
topic of a Feb. 29 seminar 
offered by local county Farm 
Bureaus. “Empowering Farm 
Families to Achieve Succes-
sion Planning Success” will 
be hosted by Dr. Ron Hanson 
and take place at the White 
Pines Lodge in Mt. Morris 
from 6 - 9:30 p.m.

  “Communication is the 
most important part of suc-
cession planning, but it’s 
also the most difficult,” said 
Ron Kern, the manager of the 
Ogle County Farm Bureau. 
“Professor Hanson is an es-
teemed teacher and expert in 
this area, and his presentation 
will provide a tremendous 
value to our members.” Dr. 
Hanson will share insights on 
business management, com-
mon mistakes, decision-mak-
ing processes, and more 
during the event, enabling 
farm families to seamlessly 
carry forward their family 

•	News		 (Continued from page 9)

farming legacy. 
 The event is sponsored by 

Farm Bureau Young Leader 
committees in the participat-
ing counties. Farm Bureau 
Young Leaders promote ag-
riculture and professional 
development through lead-
ership, education, legislation 

and networking. While Farm 
Bureau provides continuing 
education opportunities to 
them, the county Young Lead-
er committees are paying that 
forward by sponsoring this 
seminar for all Farm Bureau 
members in their counties. A 
$50 registration includes din-

ner and is open through Feb. 
15 to members of the Carroll, 
Lee, Ogle, Stephenson and 
Winnebago-Boone County 
Farm Bureaus. To register 
or learn more, call the Ogle 
County Farm Bureau at 815-
732-2231 or email cfb@ogle.
comcastbiz.net.
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LEGAL NOTICES
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS

LAKEVIEW LOAN 
SERVICING, LLC,
    PLAINTIFF,
  VS.
ROBIN LYNN 
MARTIN A/K/A ROBIN 
MARTIN; GERALD 
NORDGREN, SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE 
OF ROBIN LYNN 
MARTIN, DECEASED; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS; 
UNKNOWN HEIRS 
AND LEGATEES OF 
ROBIN LYNN MARTIN; 
JOE ANDREWS A/K/A 
JOSEPH ANDREWS; 
CHRIS ANDREWS 
A/K/A CHRISTOPHER 
ANDREWS; 
GABRIELLE 
ANDREWS; JOSH 
ANDREWS A/K/A 
JOSHUA ANDREWS; 
TYLER ANDREWS; 
ALISSA ANDREWS; 
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND 
LEGATEES OF RICKY 
ANDREWS; UNKNOWN 
HEIRS AND LEGATEES 
OF JOHNNY ANDREWS,
    DEFENDANTS.

NO. 22 FC 55
1011 SOUTH MAPLE 
AVENUE
 FREEPORT, IL 61032 

NOTICE OF SALE 
PURSUANT TO 
JUDGMENT OF 
FORECLOSURE

UNDER ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE ACT
PUBLIC NOTICE IS 

HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered by the Court in the 
above entitled cause on 
November 8, 2023, Sheriff 
of Stephenson County will 
on 2/6/2024, in Stephen-
son County Courthouse 
15 N. Galena Ave (West 
Door), Freeport, IL 61032, 

at 9:30am, sell at pub-
lic auction and sale to the 
highest bidder for cash, all 
and singular, the following 
described real estate men-
tioned in said Judgment, 
situated in the County of 
Stephenson, State of Illi-
nois, or so much thereof as 
shall be sufficient to satisfy 
said Judgment:

COMMENCING AT A 
POINT ON THE SOUTH 
LINE OF LOT 14 IN 
BLOCK 32 IN KNOWL-
TON’S SECOND ADDI-
TION TO THE TOWN 
(NOW CITY) OF FREE-
PORT, WHERE THE 
EAST LINE OF MAPLE 
AVENUE (NOW SOUTH 
MAPLE AVENUE) 
INTERSECTS SAID 
SOUTH LINE; THENCE 
RUNNING EAST 
ALONG SAID SOUTH 
LINE 120 FEET TO A 
POINT 150 FEET WEST 
OF THE WEST LINE OF 
UNION STREET (NOW 
SOUTH CHICAGO AVE-
NUE); THENCE NORTH 
PARALLEL WITH THE 
WEST LINE OF UNION 
STREET (NOW SOUTH 
CHICAGO AVENUE) 65 
FEET; THENCE WEST 
PARALLEL WITH THE 
SOUTH LINE OF SAID 
LOT, 120 FEET TO SAID 
EAST LINE OF MA-
PLE AVENUE (NOW 
SOUTH MAPLE AVE-
NUE); THENCE SOUTH 
ALONG SAID EAST 
LINE OF MAPLE AVE-
NUE (NOW SOUTH MA-
PLE AVENUE) 65 FEET 
TO THE PLACE OF BE-
GINNING. SITUATED 
IN THE CITY OF FREE-
PORT, STEPHENSON 
COUNTY AND STATE 
OF ILLINOIS.

TAX NO. 18-14-31-453-
013

COMMONLY KNOWN 
AS: 1011 South Maple Av-
enue

Freeport, IL 61032
Description of Improve-

ments: The property is a 
single family. The property 

has a two car garage. The 
garage is detached. The ex-
terior is vinyl siding. The 
color is white. I am unable 
to verify that the gas is on 
or off. I am unable to verify 
that the water is on or off. 
The property has a fence. 
The property is vacant. 
Boarded up front door

The Judgment amount 
was $75,653.70.

Sale Terms: This is an 
“AS IS” sale for “CASH”. 
The successful bidder must 
deposit 10% down by cer-
tified funds; balance, by 
certified funds, within 24 
hours. NO REFUNDS.

The subject property 
is subject to general real 
estate taxes, special as-
sessments or special taxes 
levied against said real es-
tate, water bills, etc., and 
is offered for sale without 
any representation as to 
quality or quantity of title 
and without recourse to 
plaintiff. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by 
the court.

Upon payment in full of 
the bid amount, the pur-
chaser shall receive a Cer-
tificate of Sale, which will 
entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT 
be open for inspection. 
Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the 
court file to verify all infor-
mation.

The successful purchaser 
has the sole responsibili-
ty/expense of evicting any 
tenants or other individuals 
presently in possession of 
the subject premises.

If this property is a con-
dominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale, other than 
a mortgagee shall pay the 
assessments and the legal 
fees required by The Con-
dominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and 
(g)(4).

IF YOU ARE THE 
MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE IL-
LINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For Information: Visit our 
website at http://ilforeclo-
suresales.mrpllc.com.

Between 3 p.m. and 5 
p.m. only - McCalla Ray-
mer Leibert Pierce, LLC, 

Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 1 N. 
Dearborn St., Suite 1200, 
Chicago, IL 60602. Tel. 
No. (312) 346-9088. Please 
refer to file# 22-11906IL

PURSUANT TO THE 
FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT, 
THE PLAINTIFF’S AT-
TORNEY IS DEEMED 
TO BE A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT AND 
ANY INFORMATION 
WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.
Plaintiff’s attorney is not 
required to provide addi-
tional information other 
than that set forth in this 
notice of sale.
I3232775

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

Dec. 27, 2023 and
Jan. 3 & 10, 2024)

448462

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

COUNTY OF JO 
DAVIESS - GALENA, 

ILLINOIS
NATIONSTAR 
MORTGAGE LLC, 
    Plaintiff, 
  vs. 
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF 
IDA MAE NORTON, 
CFNA RECEIVABLES 
(TX), LLC SUCCESSOR 
IN INTEREST 
TO THE ASSOCIATED 
FINANCIAL SERVICES 
OF IOWA, SHERI 
HORNUNG, KELLY 
ASHFORD, ROBERT 
NORTON, TIM 
MILLER AS SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE, 
UNKNOWN TENANTS, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,
    Defendants,

22 FC 78
NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE is 
hereby given that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclo-
sure entered in the above 
entitled cause Intercounty 
Judicial Sales Corporation 
will on Wednesday, Jan-
uary 17, 2024, at the hour 
of 10:00 a.m. in the Of-
fice of James J. Nack, 106 
North Main Street, Galena, 
Illinois 61036, sell to the 
highest bidder for cash, the 
following described mort-
gaged real estate:

COMMENCING AT 
THE NORTHWEST COR-
NER OF THE SOUTH-
WEST QUARTER (SW 
1/4) OF SAID SECTION 
9; THENCE EAST ON 

THE NORTH LINE OF 
THE SOUTHWEST 
QUARTER (SW 1/4) OF 
SAID SECTION 9, A 
DISTANCE OF 2088.31 
FEET; THENCE SOUTH-
ERLY, AT AN ANGLE OF 
85 DEGREES - 25 MIN-
UTES - 28 SECONDS AS 
MEASURED COUNT-
ER-CLOCKWISE FROM 
THE LAST DESCRIBED 
COURSE, A DISTANCE 
OF 348.66 FEET TO A 
POINT IN A TOWN-
SHIP ROAD; THENCE 
S O U T H W E S T E R LY 
ON SAID TOWNSHIP 
ROAD, AT AN ANGLE 
OF 187 DEGREES - 52 
MINUTES - 10 SEC-
ONDS AS MEASURED 
CLOCKWISE FROM 
THE LAST DESCRIBED 
COURSE, A DISTANCE 
OF 756.94 FEET; 
THENCE CONTINU-
ING SOUTHWESTERLY 
ON SAID TOWNSHIP 
ROAD, AT AN ANGLE 
OF 203 DEGREES - 48 
MINUTES - 35 SEC-
ONDS AS MEASURED 
CLOCKWISE FROM 
THE LAST DESCRIBED 
COURSE, A DISTANCE 
OF 715.90 FEET TO A 
POINT IN THE CENTER-
LINE OF SAID TOWN-
SHIP ROAD; THENCE 
S O U T H W E S T E R LY 
ON THE CENTERLINE 
OF SAID TOWNSHIP 
ROAD, AT AN ANGLE 
OF 174 DEGREES - 41 
MINUTES - 10 SEC-
ONDS AS MEASURED 
CLOCKWISE FROM 
THE LAST DESCRIBED 
COURSE, A DISTANCE 
OF 399.05 FEET TO 
THE POINT OF BEGIN-
NING OF THE HERE-
INAFTER DESCRIBED 
TRACT OF LAND; 
THENCE NORTHEAST-
ERLY ON THE LAST 
DESCRIBED COURSE, 
A DISTANCE OF 221.11 
FEET; THENCE WEST-
ERLY, AT AN ANGLE OF 
64 DEGREES - 41 MIN-
UTES - 44 SECONDS AS 
MEASURED CLOCK-
WISE FROM THE LAST 
DESCRIBED COURSE, 
A DISTANCE OF 217.92 
FEET; THENCE SOUTH-
EASTERLY, AT AN AN-
GLE OF 58 DEGREES 
- 18 MINUTES - 31 SEC-
ONDS AS MEASURED 
CLOCKWISE FROM 
THE LAST DESCRIBED 
COURSE, A DISTANCE 
OF 234.92 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING, 
JO DAVIESS COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS. THE ABOVE 

DESCRIBED PROPER-
TY LOCATED IN A PART 
OF THE SOUTHEAST 
QUARTER (SE 1/4) 
OF THE SOUTHWEST 
QUARTER (SW 1/4) OF 
SECTION 9, TOWNSHIP 
28 NORTH, RANGE 1 
EAST OF THE FOURTH 
PRINCIPAL MERIDI-
AN, CONSISTING OF 
THREE TRACTS OF 
LAND, BOUNDED AND 
DESCRIBED ABOVE. 
AND BEING THE SAME 
PROPERTY CONVEYED 
FROM ELMER HAR-
WICK, A MARRIED 
PERSON, THE GRANT-
OR(S), TO ROBERT 
WILLIAM NORTON, 
SR. AND IDA MAE 
NORTON, HIS WIFE, 
AS JOINT TENANTS 
WITH RIGHT OF SUR-
VIVORSHIP AND NOT 
AS TENANTS IN COM-
MON, THE GRANTEE(S) 
BY VIRTUE OF DEED 
DATED 08/14/1973, AND 
RECORDED 08/14/1973, 
IN BOOK 193 AT PAGE 
792; RE-RECORDED 
10/09/1973, IN BOOK 194 
AT PAGE 152 AMONG 
THE AFORESAID LAND 
RECORDS.

P.I.N. 13-000-038-33.
Commonly known as 

9792 W. BUCKHILL RD. 
A/K/A 9798 W. BUCK-
HILL RD. GALENA, IL 
61036.

The improvement on the 
property consists of a sin-
gle family residence. If the 
subject mortgaged real es-
tate is a unit of a common 
interest community, the 
purchaser of the unit other 
than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required 
by subsection (g-1) of Sec-
tion 18.5 of the Condo-
minium Property Act.

Sale terms: 10% down 
by certified funds, balance 
within 24 hours, by certi-
fied funds. No refunds. The 
property will NOT be open 
for inspection.

For information call Mr. 
Ira T. Nevel at Plaintiff’s 
Attorney, Law Offices of 
Ira T. Nevel, 175 North 
Franklin Street, Chicago, 
Illinois 60606. (312) 357-
1125. File Number 22-
03577 IJSC
INTERCOUNTY 
JUDICIAL SALES 
CORPORATION
intercountyjudicialsales.
com
I3234418 

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

Dec. 13, 20 & 27, 2023)
448262
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LEGAL NOTICES
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT FOR THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON COUNTY 
- FREEPORT, ILLINOIS

U.S. Bank National 
Association
     PLAINTIFF
  Vs.
Carol Keister; et. al.
    DEFENDANTS

No. 2023FC24
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S 

SALE OF REAL ESTATE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS 

HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered in the above cause 
on 09/26/2023, the Sheriff 
of Stephenson County, Il-
linois will on January 25, 
2024 at the hour of 9:30 
AM at Stephenson Coun-
ty Courthouse 15 North 
Galena Avenue 1st Floor, 
West door of courthouse 
Freeport, IL 61032, or in a 
place otherwise designated 
at the time of sale, County 
of Stephenson and State of 
Illinois, sell at public auc-
tion to the highest bidder 
for cash, as set forth below, 
the following described 
real estate:

LOT 1 AND 2 IN BLOCK 
27 OF WRIGHT AND 
LORD’S ADDITION TO 
THE TOWN (NOW VIL-
LAGE) OF DAVIS; SITU-
ATED IN THE VILLAGE 
OF DAVIS, STEPHEN-
SON COUNTY, ILLI-
NOIS.

PIN 06-10-13-378-004
Improved with Residen-

tial
COMMONLY KNOWN 

AS:
611 East Snyder Street
Davis, IL 61019
Sale terms: 10% down 

of the highest bid by cer-
tified funds at the close of 
the auction; The balance, 
including the Judicial sale 
fee for Abandoned Resi-
dential Property Munici-
pality Relief Fund, which 
is calculated at the rate of 
$1 for each $1,000 or frac-
tion thereof of the amount 
paid by the purchaser not 
to exceed $300, in certified 
funds, is due within twen-
ty-four (24) hours. The 
subject property is subject 
to general real estate tax-
es, special assessments, or 
special taxes levied against 
said real estate and is of-
fered for sale without any 
representation as to qual-
ity or quantity of title and 
without recourse to Plain-
tiff and in “AS IS” con-
dition. The sale is further 

subject to confirmation by 
the court.

If the property is a con-
dominium and the fore-
closure takes place after 
1/1/2007, purchasers other 
than the mortgagees will 
be required to pay any as-
sessment and legal fees due 
under The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).

If the property is located 
in a common interest com-
munity, purchasers other 
than mortgagees will be 
required to pay any assess-
ment and legal fees due 
under the Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1).

If the sale is set aside for 
any reason, the Purchaser 
at the sale shall be entitled 
only to a return of the de-
posit paid. The Purchaser 
shall have no further re-
course against the Mort-
gagor, the Mortgagee or 
the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Upon payment in full of 
the amount bid, the pur-
chaser shall receive a Cer-
tificate of Sale, which will 
entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after 
Confirmation of the sale. 
The successful purchaser 
has the sole responsibili-
ty/expense of evicting any 
tenants or other individuals 
presently in possession of 
the subject premises.

The property will NOT 
be open for inspection 
and Plaintiff makes no 
representation as to the 
condition of the property. 
Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the 
Court file to verify all in-
formation.

IF YOU ARE THE 
MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE IL-
LINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information: Exam-
ine the court file or con-
tact Plaintiff’s attorney: 
Codilis & Associates, P.C., 
15W030 North Frontage 
Road, Suite 100, Burr 
Ridge, IL 60527, (630) 
794-9876. Please refer to 
file number 14-23-01863.
I3234500 

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

Dec. 13, 20 & 27, 2023)
448257

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS

U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION,
    PLAINTIFF,
  VS.
LINN PERKINS, 
SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE OF 
JESSIE LEE EVANS, 
DECEASED; ANN 
EVANS A/K/A ANN M 
EVANS; UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS; 
BARBRETTA EVANS; 
KARLOS M EVANS; 
GREGORY A EVANS; 
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND 
LEGATEES OF JESSIE 
LEE EVANS,
    DEFENDANTS.

NO. 2022FC46
701 SOUTH BENTON 
AVENUE 
FREEPORT, IL 61032

NOTICE OF SALE 
PURSUANT TO 
JUDGMENT OF 
FORECLOSURE

UNDER ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE ACT
PUBLIC NOTICE IS 

HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered by the Court in the 
above entitled cause on 
October 26, 2023, Sheriff 
of Stephenson County will 
on 2/6/2024, in Stephen-
son County Courthouse 
15 N. Galena Ave (West 
Door), Freeport, IL 61032, 
at 9:30am, sell at pub-
lic auction and sale to the 
highest bidder for cash, all 
and singular, the following 
described real estate men-
tioned in said Judgment, 
situated in the County of 
Stephenson, State of Illi-
nois, or so much thereof as 
shall be sufficient to satisfy 
said Judgment:

LOT NUMBER SEVEN 
(7) IN BLOCK NUMBER 
THREE (3) IN PURIN-
TON’S ADDITION TO 
THE CITY OF FREE-
PORT, SITUATED IN 
THE CITY OF FREE-
PORT, COUNTY OF 
STEPHENSON IN THE 
STATE OF ILLINOIS.

TAX NO. 18-14-31-436-
007

COMMONLY KNOWN 
AS: 701 South Benton Av-
enue

Freeport, IL 61032
Description of Improve-

ments: The property is a 
single family home.

The Judgment amount 
was $29,170.00.

Sale Terms: This is an 
“AS IS” sale for “CASH”. 
The successful bidder must 
deposit 10% down by cer-
tified funds; balance, by 
certified funds, within 24 
hours. NO REFUNDS.

The subject property 
is subject to general real 
estate taxes, special as-
sessments or special taxes 
levied against said real es-
tate, water bills, etc., and 
is offered for sale without 
any representation as to 
quality or quantity of title 
and without recourse to 
plaintiff. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by 
the court.

Upon payment in full of 
the bid amount, the pur-
chaser shall receive a Cer-
tificate of Sale, which will 
entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT 
be open for inspection. 
Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the 
court file to verify all infor-
mation.

The successful purchaser 
has the sole responsibili-
ty/expense of evicting any 
tenants or other individuals 
presently in possession of 
the subject premises.

If this property is a con-
dominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale, other than 
a mortgagee shall pay the 
assessments and the legal 
fees required by The Con-
dominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and 
(g)(4).

IF YOU ARE THE 
MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE IL-
LINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For Information: Visit our 
website at http://ilforeclo-
suresales.mrpllc.com.

Between 3 p.m. and 5 
p.m. only - McCalla Ray-
mer Leibert Pierce, LLC, 
Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 1 N. 
Dearborn St., Suite 1200, 
Chicago, IL 60602. Tel. 
No. (312) 346-9088. Please 
refer to file# 22-09062IL

PURSUANT TO THE 
FAIR DEBT COLLEC-

TION PRACTICES ACT, 
THE PLAINTIFF’S AT-
TORNEY IS DEEMED 
TO BE A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT AND 
ANY INFORMATION 
WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.

Plaintiff’s attorney is not 
required to provide addi-
tional information other 
than that set forth in this 
notice of sale.
I3232773

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

Dec. 27, 2023 and Jan. 3 
& 10, 2024)

448459

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON COUNTY 
- FREEPORT, ILLINOIS

SELECT PORTFOLIO 
SERVICING, INC.,  
    PLAINTIFF
  vs.
MARLEEN M. COON; 
THOMAS E. COON, 
SR. A/K/A THOMAS E. 
COON;
    DEFENDANTS

NO. 2023FC52
Address: 920 S. Chicago 
Avenue Freeport, IL 61032
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS 

HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered in the above cause on 
December 6, 2023, I, Sher-
iff of Stephenson County, 
Illinois, will on January 
18, 2024 at the hour of 
9:30 AM at the Stephen-
son County Courthouse, 15 
North Galena, Freeport, IL 
61032, or in a place other-
wise designated at the time 
of sale, County of Stephen-
son, State of Illinois, sell at 
public auction to the high-
est bidder for cash, as set 
forth below, the following 
described real estate:

THE NORTH 42 1/2 
FEET OF THE EAST 
135 FEET OF LOT 13 IN 
BLOCK 32 IN KNOWL-
TON’S SECOND ADDI-
TION TO THE TOWN 
(NOW CITY) OF FREE-
PORT. EXCEPT THAT 
PART THEREOF TAKEN 
FOR SOUTH CHICAGO 
AVENUE; SITUATED 
IN THE CITY OF FREE-
PORT, STEPHENSON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS

COMMON ADDRESS: 
920 S. Chicago Avenue, 
Freeport, IL 61032

P.I.N.: 18-14-31-453-038

The real estate is im-
proved with a single-fam-
ily residence.

THE JUDGMENT 
AMOUNT WAS: 
$37,426.40

Sale terms: 25% down 
by certified funds; the bal-
ance, by certified funds, 
is due within twenty-four 
(24) hours. The subject 
property is subject to real 
estate taxes, special assess-
ments or special taxes lev-
ied against said real estate 
and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as to 
quality or quantity of title 
and without recourse to 
Plaintiff and in “as is” con-
dition. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by 
the court.

Upon payment in full 
of the amount bid, the 
purchaser shall receive a 
Certificate of Sale, which 
will entitle the purchaser 
to a Deed to the real es-
tate after Confirmation of 
the sale. The property will 
NOT be open for inspec-
tion and Plaintiff makes 
no representations as to 
the condition of the prop-
erty. Prospective bidders 
are admonished to check 
the Court file to verify all 
information.

Pursuant to 735 ILCS 
5/15-1512, the amounts of 
any surplus bid will be held 
by the sheriff until a party 
obtains a Court Order for 
its distribution, or for 60 
days following the date of 
the entry of the order con-
firming sale, at which time, 
in the absence of an order 
directing payment of the 
surplus, it may be automat-
ically forfeited to the State 
without further notice.

If this property is a con-
dominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale, other than 
a mortgagee shall pay the 
assessments and the legal 
fees required by The Con-
dominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and 
(g)(4).

IF YOU ARE THE 
MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE IL-
LINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information: Exam-
ine the court file or contact 

Continued on next page
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Thank You for your 
business! We look forward 

to serving you!
Happy New Year!

Bowen Oil &
Boco Mini Marts

410785

Happy New year
Thank you for your

business!
winter plumbing, Inc.
Scales Mound • 815-845-2212

449051

Happy New Year!

Monroe • 608-325-4464

410781

Continued from previous page
Plaintiff’s attorney: John-
son, Blumberg & Associ-
ates, LLC, 30 N. LaSalle 
St., Suite 3650, Chicago, 
IL 60602, telephone 312-
541-9710. Please refer to 
file number IL 23 0499.
Sheriff of Stephenson 
County, Illinois
Johnson, Blumberg & 
Associates, LLC
30 N. LaSalle St., 
Suite 3650
Chicago, Illinois 60602
Email: ilpleadings@
johnsonblumberg.com
Ph. 312-541-9710 / 
Fax 312-541-9711
JB&A # IL 23 0499
I3234910 

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 
Dec. 20, 27, 2023 &

Jan. 3, 2023)
448630

LEGAL
NOTICES

ISP Troop 1 announces 
monthly activity for November

 Illinois State Police Troop 1 
Captain Joseph Blanchette an-
nounces enforcement figures 
and activity for November.

 Illinois State Police Troop 
1 issued 1,502 citations, 1,573 
written warnings, and made 
37 criminal arrests during the 
month of November. Troopers 
issued 595 citations for speed-

ing, 78 citations for distracted 
driving violations and 128 ci-
tations for occupant restraint 
violations.

 Troopers also investigat-
ed 54 traffic crashes, assisted 
153 motorists, and conducted 
400 commercial motor vehi-
cle inspections, 50 of which 
were placed out-of-service for 

safety reasons. There were 15 
arrests made for driving under 
the influence.

 Troop 1, which encompass-
es Carroll, Jo Daviess, Lee, 
Ogle, Stephenson, Whiteside 
and Winnebago counties, 
thankfully investigated no fa-
tal traffic crashes for Novem-
ber.

Charles 
Collins was 
sentenced to 
life in 2010 
for cocaine 
offenses
By Beth Hundsdorfer
Capitol News illiNois

 For at least two hours of 
the ride home, Charles Col-
lins feared someone was fol-
lowing his father’s car, look-
ing to take him back to prison 
for the rest of his life.

 At an interstate rest stop 
between Western Illinois 
Correctional Center and Chi-
cago, Collins said the reality 
of his freedom settled in and 
he let go of the anxiety. He 
would be with his family for 
Christmas for the first time in 
14 years. “It’s going to be a 
party, that’s for sure,” he said 

during an interview.
 Collins, 49, was sentenced 

to life in prison without pa-
role in relation to a 2010 
charge for cocaine posses-
sion with intent to sell. It 
was his third felony, making 
him eligible for an enhanced 
sentence under the state’s 
habitual criminal, or “three-
strikes,” law. He had two 
prior felonies on drug traf-
ficking charges from 1998 to 
2007 that made him eligible 
for the enhanced sentence. 
The judge told him she had 
no choice, he recalled, be-
fore she sentenced him to life 
without the possibility of pa-
role.  “For a minute, it didn’t 
sink in. I was shocked that 
the judge went through with 
it,” Collins said.

 The three-strikes law al-
lows that if a defendant is 
convicted more than three 
times of the same or simi-
lar offenses, the judge can 
aggravate the crime to one 

 Alexa Lancaster of Bai-
leyville worked with Julie 
Hartman-Linck to research 
and present current sociolo-
gy topics for Freeport High 
School students.

 Hilaree Lombardo of 
Rockton worked with Instruc-
tors Jessica Larson and Jessi-
ca Schneiderman on how such 
artificial intelligence tools as 
ChatGPT can be used in nurs-
ing education.

 Franklin Munda of Free-
port worked with Instructor 
Aaron Sargent by creating 
models, blueprints and pro-
grams for both a soap dish and 

guitar neck support, as well 
as creating parts in the CNC 
mill.

 Kaitlynn Smith of Shan-
non worked with Instructor 
Jennifer Alderman research-
ing and updating study guides 
for the Accounting program, 
making it easier and clearer 
for future students.

 Colleen Stone of German 
Valley worked with Instructor 
Tony Grahame on a research 
paper on the physiology of 
death, focusing on concepts 
through the perspectives of 
anatomy and physiology.

 Daeshon Verner of Free-

port worked with Instructor 
Karla Giuffre to conduct a 
simulated experiment detect-
ing the sickle cell gene using a 
gel electrophoresis kit, and to 
educate others on the disease.

 Natalie Yeoman of Free-
port worked with Instructor 
Jeremy Monigold to conduct a 
research paper on self-driving 
vehicles, specifically about 
how artificial intelligence is 
improving and expanding in 
this area.

 For more information on 
the Honors Program, contact 
Evan Talbert at evan.talbert@
highland.edu.

•	Projects		 (Continued from page 11)

Prisoner Review Board releases final Illinoisan 
serving life sentence for ‘three-strikes’ drug offense

that is eligible for a life sen-
tence. The law was designed 
to combat recidivism, but 
advocates argue it was dra-
conian and unfairly targeted 
minority defendants.

 Jennifer Soble, the exec-
utive director for the Illinois 
Prison Project, an advoca-
cy group for incarcerated 
people, noted in 2020 that 
75 percent of people serv-
ing life sentences in Illinois 
were African American and 
94 percent of people serving 
life sentences in Illinois for 
a third strike for armed rob-
bery or drugs were African 
American or Latino. 

 Collins was the last man 
serving life in the Illinois 
Department of Corrections 
under the three-strikes law 
for drug offenses, Illinois 
Prison Project legal director 
Candice Chambliss said.

 Earlier this year, Gov. JB 
Pritzker commuted the life 
sentence for the three people 
who were doing life with-
out parole for drugs under 
the three-strikes law. One 
of those offenders, Michael 
Lightfoot, 67, received clem-
ency and was released from 
Danville Correctional Center 
last month. 

 Pritzker commuted Col-
lins’ sentence in February 
2023 from life without the 
possibility of parole to pa-
role eligible. In a rare move, 
the Illinois Prisoner Review 
Board voted unanimously 
last week for Collins’ release. 

 The Illinois Prison Proj-
ect took up the cause of 
three-strikers in 2020, pro-

viding legal representation 
for incarcerated individuals. 
It currently has 74 pending 
cases for inmates serving 
three-strikes sentences for 
non-drug offenses. To date, 
27 people have been released 
through commutation, pa-
role, or medical release, ac-
cording to Chambliss. Thir-
ty-three others have been 
denied, and six people died 
before the governor issued a 
decision. 

 The scope of the three-
strikes law has been nar-
rowed over the years—in-
cluding as part of the crimi-
nal justice reform known as 
the Safety, Accountability, 
Fairness and Equity-Today, 
or SAFE-T Act—but the stat-
ute remains on the books in 
Illinois. While one lawmaker 
proposed a measure in the 
spring session that would 
have fully repealed it, the 
legislation failed to gain sup-
port in the General Assembly 
and did not receive a vote in 
committee. “Gov. Pritzker is 
a lifelong advocate for crimi-
nal justice reform and signed 
legislation making our crim-
inal justice system more eq-
uitable,” Pritzker Spokesper-
son Jordan Abudayyeh said 
in a statement. “The SAFE-T 
Act reformed the habitual of-
fender law to ensure it is used 
only in the most serious cir-
cumstances.” 

 After his 2010 arrest, Col-
lins spent months in Cook 
County Jail before he was 

transferred to IDOC, even-
tually ending up at Menard 
Correctional Center in Ches-
ter. He said fellow inmates 
who had been convicted of 
violent offenses could not 
believe he was sentenced 
to life without parole. For 
years, Collins spent time in 
the law library in the prison 
to try to find a way to have 
his sentence reconsidered. “I 
knew it was time for me to 
get to work; that it couldn’t 
end this way for me,” Collins 
said. 

 Mira de Jong, an attorney 
with the Illinois Prison Proj-
ect, took his case in 2020.  
In an interview with Capitol 
News Illinois, de Jong not-
ed that none of the crimes 
used to aggravate Collins’ 
sentence were violent but 
were drug offenses normally 
punishable by a maximum of 
15 years. “Most times, the 
sentence does not take into 
account growth and change. 
The system isn’t designed to 
help people,” de Jong said. 
“I don’t think there’s a lot of 
space for redemption there.”

 After his commutation, 
Collins was transferred to 
Western Correctional Cen-
ter in Mount Sterling. It was 
there that Collins had access 
to educational and reintegra-
tion programs, he said. He 
took advantage of the oppor-
tunities—achievements not-
ed by the parole board. 

 After the holidays, Col-
lins said he’s going to try to 

get his commercial driver’s 
license reinstated. A friend 
offered him a job driving a 
truck and later financing to 
start his own trucking busi-
ness.

 He knows he has missed 
a lot, time with his children 
and grandmother, celebrating 
graduations, birthdays, and 
holidays, grieving deaths. 
Through it all, Collins said 
his family was his constant.

 Charles Dunn, Collins’ fa-
ther and best friend, was at 
the Prisoner Review Board 
hearing in Springfield last 
week. He made the call to 
Collins to let him know the 
board’s decision.  Collins 
was in the barber shop at 
Western Illinois Correctional 
Center when he received that 
call from Dunn, who was 
standing outside the hearing 
room.  “You made it!” Dunn 
told Collins. “You are com-
ing home!” 

 Within 24 hours, he was on 
the road, headed home, look-
ing over his shoulder for the 
first half of the trip. He didn’t 
want to eat, he said. He just 
wanted to get home to Chica-
go. The only stop on the way 
was that rest stop where he 
realized no one was behind 
them.  “I think I have done all 
the right things. I have taken 
responsibility for my actions. 
I have shown remorse for 
those poor decisions. I have 
worked to be rehabilitated,” 
Collins said. “Now, I am just 
ready to make a life.”
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The Scoop Today 
& The Shopper’s Guide Service Corner

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

Nick Judge • 815-990-8937
www.sixpointservices.com

Residential and 
Commercial

Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning

Window Washing
Holiday Lighting

Fully insured
413671

PEARL CITY SEAMLESS 
GUTTERS INC.

815-291-6449

5” & 6” Seamless 
Gutters & Gutter Guards Available. 

Multi-color, Color Match.
Owner Operated

423071

(Formerly Wybourn Construction)

Cell: 608-558-1095
Lena, IL

bobwybourn@gmail.com
• Windows•Doors•Kitchens

•Bathrooms•Decks
No Job Too Small To Appreciate!

407366

10240 N. Old Mill Rd.
McConnell, IL 61050

815-541-3348
heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

408638

WIN WINTER

Wishing you 
and your family 
a VERY Merry 
Christmas and 

Happy New 
Year!

385630

240 W. Main St., Suite C • Lena, IL
Call for a quote • 815-369-4747

PRICE • COVERAGE • SERVICE

Gretchen
Rackow

Joe
Werhane

• Auto • Motorcycle • Boat • 

• Snowmobile • RV •

• Home • Renters • 

• Condo • Rented Dwelling •  

• Mobile Home •

• Business • Farm • Life • 

www.bussianinsurance.com

449075

Sandy Sanchez

Call us 815-990-4166

Professional Cleaning Services
Residential & Commercial
Free Estimates

Services Offered:
One-Time
Bi-Weekly

Dusting
Vacuuming

Make-Ready
Move-Out

Weekly
Monthly

Mopping

New 
Construction

sandysanchezcleaningllc@gmail.com

448293

Answers
PUZZLE 1 PUZZLE 2 CROSSWORD

393041
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 help wanted

To place an ad in our 
Business & Service

Section...
Call (815) 369-4112

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

Find your next home
in the classifieds

  business & service

 real estate

 real estate

FIND YOUR NEXT RIDE
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

 transportation
Automobiles

2000 S-10 BLAZER 4x4, new 
brakes & tires, 4 dr/power win-
dows. $3,100 OBO 262-914-
1091.

Automobiles 
Wanted

TOP DOLLAR FOR YOUR 
FULL SIZE JUNK TRUCKS & 
SUV’s. Haul away 7 days a week. 
262-758-1807

Trucks & Trailers
CARGO TRAILER 5x8 En-
closed, needs cosmetic work. 
Elkhorn location $199. 262-949-
6997.

 for rent

 for sale
Announcements

CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Burial Needs
7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to 
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva, 
WI 53147. This is a private sale. 
Contact Randy, the seller at 
randy@slpublishers.com.

Call
815-369-4112

for details
on placing an ad

Time To
Sell Your 
Home?

4
2
2
7
9
1

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial 
status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number 
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OP-
PORTUNITY

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$

IF SO, WE WILL RUN YOUR AD IN THE
SCOOP TODAY AND SHOPPER’S GUIDE AT

No Charge!

Ads will not be accepted without the following information. Only one free ad per month.

YOUR NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you selling a single item for

LESS THAN $100?

$$$ $$$
Private Party Only

Just fill out the coupon below and drop off or mail to:
Rock Valley Publishing, FREE Ad,

240 W Main St Suite B, Lena IL 61048

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

38
81

58

Auction  Deadline
is Noon Friday! 

Contact Rhonda at
rmarshall@rvpublishing.com 

for information on advertising.

Apartments
LENA 1BDR Ground floor apart-
ment. Appliances furnished. 
$395/month. No Smoking 815-
369-2827

For details on 
placing an ad in our

Classified 
Section

Call
815-369-4112
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the Scoop Today
Serving the communities in Jo Daviess County Regional Ag Sales

Reps Wanted

20%-30% Commission
Rates on Sales

Submit your application
to sales@alpineag.xyz

410535

410539

240 W. Main St., Suite A, Lena, IL 61048
815-369-4225

www.radersinsurance.com 
www.westpointmutual.com

ROCKFORDMUTUAL
      I N S U R A N C E  C O M P A N Y
                                            Putting Lives Back Together

Since 1896

ROCKFORDMUTUAL
      I N S U R A N C E  C O M P A N Y
                                            Putting Lives Back Together

Since 1896

PMS Version

CMYK Version

 SM

 SM

May You Have A 
Healthy & Prosperous 

New Year
Nick, Annie & Kris

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

By Beth Hundsdorfer
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Local hospitals and health 
departments will get help 
from the Illinois Department 
of Public Health and the Illi-
nois Emergency Management 
Agency to meet the healthcare 
demand during a COVID-19 
surge, adding staffing to pro-
vide medical care and provide 

vaccines and testing.
The state will also help ramp 

up COVID-19 testing, now op-
erating six days a week to in-
crease availability. That started 
Monday.

“We are also increasing test-
ing and continuing to distribute 
monoclonal antibodies, anti-vi-
ral pills and any treatments or 
personal protective equipment 

communities need,” Gov. JB 
Pritzker said during a news 
conference. “I will continue to 
do everything possible to pro-
tect all the people of this state, 
whatever your vaccine status. 
But what kind of year 2022 
turns out to be depends on all 
of us doing what is best for all 
of us.”

 Pritzker was on a call with 

President Joe Biden and the 
National Governors Associa-
tion on Dec. 27 to discuss the 
response to the Omicron vari-
ant.

Illinois Department of Pub-
lic Health Director Dr. Ngozi 
Ezike confirmed that Illinois 
is seeing higher hospitalization 
rates. The state is now averag-
ing 500 hospital admissions a 

State to assist with mass vaccinations, testing 
operations, hospital staffing to battle COVID-19 surge

Illinois will send personnel and resources to county health departments
day due to COVID-19. While 
Illinois was still battling the 
Delta variant of COVID-19, 
the Omicron variant was intro-
duced a couple of weeks ago. 
The Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention said earlier 
last month that the Omicron 
variant is the dominant strain 
of COVID-19 in the U.S. with 
more than 73 percent of new 
cases attributable to the variant.

To protect from the 
COVID-19, harm reduction 
strategies will still need to be 
employed, Ezike said, like 
wearing masks, social distanc-
ing, hand-washing and staying 
away from large crowds.

“We have a vaccine that is 
highly effective at preventing 
severe illness and death,” Ezike 
said. “Currently, we are seeing 
a demand for booster doses, 
but it is critically important for 
those who have yet to receive 
even one dose of vaccine to get 

vaccinated.”
The vast majority of cases, 

hospitalizations and deaths are 
among the unvaccinated, Ezike 
said.

Those most at risk:
· Are more than 65 years old.
· Suffer from heart, liver or 

kidney disease.
· Are immunocompromised.
· Have diabetes.
Vaccine clinics will be held 

in Cook, DuPage, Lake, Will, 
Kane, St. Clair, McLean, San-
gamon, Peoria, Winnebago, 
Jackson and Adams counties. 
Anyone age 12 older can get 
a first or second dose at these 
locations.

Community-based testing 
sites will be open Monday 
through Saturday in Aurora, 
Arlington Heights, South Hol-
land, Fairview Heights, Peo-
ria, Bloomington, Champaign, 
Harwood Heights, Rockford 
and Waukegan.

Jo Daviess food pantry 
fundraiser a success

 Each year Shepherd of the 
Hills Lutheran Church holds 
a Steak Fry with all proceeds 
going to support the seven Jo 
Daviess County food pantries.  
The last two years, due to the 
Covid Pandemic, the church 
has hosted a virtual “Steak 
Fry” to continuing garnering 
support.  On Dec. 27, 2021, 

Larry Cording, Steak Fry 
Chairperson, and Pastor Jim 
Mehltretter met with county 
food pantry representatives.  
Thanks to the generosity of 
“Steak Fry” proceeds and 
congregational donations, 
checks totaling $2,800 were 
dispersed, with a $400 check 
going to each food pantry.
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24-HOUR SERVICE ON ALL BRANDS

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

www.superiorhvacservices.com

New installation • Remodeling
Routine maintenance • Repairs

409646

Shopper’s Guide
Serving the communities in Stephenson County

410588

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

ACCIDENTS HAPPEN!
Let us take the worry out of having your vehicle repaired.

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 After winning their first 
game of the season, the Le-
na-Winslow boys’ varsity 
basketball squad went on 
a five-game losing streak.  
After a tough loss to a Bel-
leville, Wisconsin team, 
the Panthers struggled to 
recover.  They went on to 
lose their next four, three 
of which were losses by ten 
points or less.  

 With a record of 2-6, the 
Panthers prepared to play in 

the Erie Tournament to end 
their 2021.  Le-Win got the 
tournament off to a good 
start with a 51-46 win over 
Orion.  It was a good confi-
dence boost for the Panthers, 
as they picked up their third 
win of the season with a 
tough opponent ahead. 

 Later that day, the Pan-
thers faced off with a Beech-
er squad in a game that 
would require overtime de-
cide.  Heading into the extra 
period tied 44-44, Beecher 
outscored the Panthers 7-6, 

handing the Panthers their 
seventh loss of the season.  
They would not let the over-
time loss deter them, howev-
er.  The Panthers managed to 
bounce back with back-to-
back wins in their next two 
games.  

 On Wednesday, Decem-
ber 29, the Panthers faced 
off with Mercer County in 
their third game of the tour-
nament.  The first quarter 
had plenty of scoring as both 
teams combined for twen-
ty-five points.  Le-Win held 

the advantage, however, go-
ing into the second quarter 
up 15-10. 

 Luke Benson caught fire 
in the second quarter.  The 
senior guard hit a trio of 
three-pointers and totaled 
thirteen points in the second 
quarter, helping to extend 
the Panthers’ lead.  In fact, 
Luke scored every single 
second quarter point for the 
Panthers, leading them to a 
28-22 lead heading into half-
time. 

 It was Brody Mahon who 
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Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

Panthers earn back to back wins
took over in the third quarter.  
Mahon posted twelve third 
quarter points, including a 
pair of his own three-point-
ers.  Luke added another 
five points of his own as the 
duo helped the Panthers take 
a 47-31 lead into the final 
quarter.  With a sixteen-point 
cushion, Le-Win managed to 
coast their way to a 56-37 
victory over Mercer County.  
Mahon led the team in scor-
ing with twenty-three points, 
while Luke was right be-
hind him with twenty of his 
own.  Both of them hit four 
three-pointers on the game 
as the Panthers hit on nine 
total threes in the game.  The 
offensive breakout was nice 
to see as Le-Win looks to 
climb back to five hundred 
on the season. 

 The next day, the Panthers 
were set to face off with a 
5-6 Stark County team.  At 
4-7 themselves, the Pan-
thers were slight underdogs.  
However, it appeared to be 
an even matchup from the 
start.  

 It was the three-point 
shot that sparked momentum 
for the Panthers in the first 
quarter.  Both Mahon and 
Ayden Packard hit a three as 
Le-Win looked to keep up 
with Stark Co.  The Panthers 
found themselves trailing 
12-10 at the end of the first. 

 Some good defense in the 
second quarter, to go along 
with six points from Luke, 
the Panthers managed to flip 
the cards before halftime 
as they led Stark Co. 23-18 
heading into the break. 

 Le-Win put on a dis-

play of chemistry in the 
third quarter.  As a team, 
they combined for fourteen 
points.  No individual scored 
more than four points in the 
quarter, however, as five 
Panthers helped contribute 
those fourteen points.  While 
holding Stark to just five 
points in the third, Le-Win 
managed to take another big 
37-23 lead into the fourth. 

 With the fourteen point 
advantage, the Panthers 
managed to coast their way 
to a 40-29 victory for their 
fifth win of the season.  De-
spite being just 1-5 at one 
point, the Panthers are now 
4-2 over their last six games.  
Lena-Winslow Head Coach, 
Kyle Benson, never gave up 
hope on his squad as he re-
mained focused on the task 
at hand.  Quite simply, Kyle 
credits the recent success to 
“just playing better.”  

 The Panthers have gone 
back to the basics and that 
has paid off for them.  Kyle 
explained, we are turning the 
ball over less, taking better 
shots, and playing sound de-
fense.”  While he is satisfied 
with their improvement in 
recent weeks, Kyle remains 
focused on improving each, 
and every, day.  “We still 
have some areas to shore 
up.”  Kyle said, adding “Our 
kids are trusting this process 
and we are hoping our best 
basketball is still ahead of 
us.”  

 The Panthers will be back 
in action on Saturday, Jan-
uary 8, when they travel to 
Orangeville for their first 
game of 2022.  

44
66

61Find us online:
rvpnews.com

Auctions

PRIVATE PARTY
ONLY.

Ad must be
prepaid.

Deadlines vary.

Call
815-877-4044

The Wheel Deal
Place your car, truck, motorcycle,

boat or RV for one price and it
runs for up to 16 weeks.

$1995
1st three lines

Extra lines are $1.95 each

17 Papers

Starts for 4 weeks and if not sold you call us
and we will renew at no additional charge!

(Maximum run 16 weeks total)

42
27

85

444841

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing is looking for a Part-

Time Advertising Sales Executive. 
Approximately 20 hours per week.

We publish newspapers, shoppers, and 
niche publications throughout the stateline. 
You have the opportunity to sell into all Rock 
Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making 
your paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:

Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising
Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com

Fax: (262) 725-6844

Military, Old West, and 
Native American Auction
10am Saturday, January 6, 2024

Preview Fri. Jan. 5 Noon-7pm
Live and Online! See all the lots at
DonleyAuctions.com
Consign your collections: Randy 815-790-9435

Info@DonleyAuctions.com
8512 S. Union Rd. Union, IL 60180

44
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
STEPHENSON COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING, 
LLC,
    PLAINTIFF,
  VS.
ROBIN LYNN MARTIN A/K/A 
ROBIN MARTIN; GERALD 
NORDGREN, SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE OF ROBIN 
LYNN MARTIN, DECEASED; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS; 
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND 
LEGATEES OF ROBIN LYNN 
MARTIN; JOE ANDREWS 
A/K/A JOSEPH ANDREWS; 
CHRIS ANDREWS A/K/A 
CHRISTOPHER ANDREWS; 
GABRIELLE ANDREWS; JOSH 
ANDREWS A/K/A JOSHUA 
ANDREWS; TYLER ANDREWS; 
ALISSA ANDREWS; UNKNOWN 
HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF 
RICKY ANDREWS; UNKNOWN 
HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF 
JOHNNY ANDREWS,
    DEFENDANTS.

NO. 22 FC 55
1011 SOUTH MAPLE AVENUE 
FREEPORT, IL 61032 
NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT 

TO JUDGMENT OF 
FORECLOSURE

UNDER ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE ACT

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure and Sale 
entered by the Court in the above 
entitled cause on November 
8, 2023, Sheriff of Stephenson 
County will on 2/6/2024, in Ste-
phenson County Courthouse 15 
N. Galena Ave (West Door), Free-
port, IL 61032, at 9:30am, sell at 
public auction and sale to the 
highest bidder for cash, all and 
singular, the following described 
real estate mentioned in said 
Judgment, situated in the County 
of Stephenson, State of Illinois, or 
so much thereof as shall be suffi-
cient to satisfy said Judgment:

COMMENCING AT A POINT 
ON THE SOUTH LINE OF LOT 
14 IN BLOCK 32 IN

TAX NO. 18-14-31-453-013
COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 

1011 South Maple Avenue
Freeport, IL 61032
Description of Improvements: 

The property is a single family. 
The property has a two car ga-
rage. The garage is detached. 
The exterior is vinyl siding. The 
color is white. I am unable to veri-
fy that the gas is on or off. I am un-
able to verify that the water is on 
or off. The property has a fence. 
The property is vacant. Boarded 
up front door

The Judgment amount was 
$75,653.70.

Sale Terms: This is an “AS IS” 
sale for “CASH”. The successful 
bidder must deposit 10% down by 
certified funds; balance, by cer-
tified funds, within 24 hours. NO 
REFUNDS.

The subject property is subject 
to general real estate taxes, spe-
cial assessments or special taxes 
levied against said real estate, 
water bills, etc., and is offered for 
sale without any representation 
as to quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to plaintiff. The 

sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.

Upon payment in full of the bid 
amount, the purchaser shall re-
ceive a Certificate of Sale, which 
will entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after con-
firmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open 
for inspection. Prospective bid-
ders are admonished to check the 
court file to verify all information.

The successful purchaser has 
the sole responsibility/expense of 
evicting any tenants or other indi-
viduals presently in possession of 
the subject premises.

If this property is a condomini-
um unit, the purchaser of the 
unit at the foreclosure sale, other 
than a mortgagee shall pay the 
assessments and the legal fees 
required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)
(1) and (g)(4).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAG-
OR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For Information: Visit our web-
site at http://ilforeclosuresales.
mrpllc.com.

Between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. 
only - McCalla Raymer Leibert 
Pierce, LLC, Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 
1 N. Dearborn St., Suite 1200, 
Chicago, IL 60602. Tel. No. (312) 
346-9088. Please refer to file# 22-
11906IL

PURSUANT TO THE FAIR 
DEBT COLLECTION PRACTIC-
ES ACT, THE PLAINTIFF’S AT-
TORNEY IS DEEMED TO BE A 
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A DEBT AND 
ANY INFORMATION WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

Plaintiff’s attorney is not re-
quired to provide additional infor-
mation other than that set forth in 
this notice of sale.
I3232775

(Published in The Shopper’s 
Guide Dec. 27, 2023 and

Jan. 3 & 10, 2024)
448464

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE 15TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON COUNTY - 
FREEPORT, ILLINOIS

U.S. Bank National Association
    PLAINTIFF
  Vs.
Carol Keister; et. al.
    DEFENDANTS

No. 2023FC24
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure and Sale 
entered in the above cause on 
09/26/2023, the Sheriff of Ste-
phenson County, Illinois will on 
January 25, 2024 at the hour of 
9:30 AM at Stephenson Coun-
ty Courthouse 15 North Galena 
Avenue 1st Floor, West door of 
courthouse Freeport, IL 61032, 
or in a place otherwise designat-
ed at the time of sale, County of 
Stephenson and State of Illinois, 
sell at public auction to the high-
est bidder for cash, as set forth 
below, the following described 

real estate:
PIN 06-10-13-378-004
Improved with Residential
COMMONLY KNOWN AS:
611 East Snyder Street
Davis, IL 61019
Sale terms: 10% down of the 

highest bid by certified funds at the 
close of the auction; The balance, 
including the Judicial sale fee for 
Abandoned Residential Property 
Municipality Relief Fund, which 
is calculated at the rate of $1 for 
each $1,000 or fraction thereof of 
the amount paid by the purchaser 
not to exceed $300, in certified 
funds, is due within twenty-four 
(24) hours. The subject property 
is subject to general real estate 
taxes, special assessments, or 
special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as 
to quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to Plaintiff and 
in “AS IS” condition. The sale is 
further subject to confirmation by 
the court.

If the property is a condominium 
and the foreclosure takes place 
after 1/1/2007, purchasers oth-
er than the mortgagees will be 
required to pay any assessment 
and legal fees due under The 
Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).

If the property is located in a 
common interest community, 
purchasers other than mortgag-
ees will be required to pay any 
assessment and legal fees due 
under the Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

If the sale is set aside for any 
reason, the Purchaser at the sale 
shall be entitled only to a return 
of the deposit paid. The Purchas-
er shall have no further recourse 
against the Mortgagor, the Mort-
gagee or the Mortgagee’s attor-
ney.

Upon payment in full of the 
amount bid, the purchaser shall 
receive a Certificate of Sale, 
which will entitle the purchaser 
to a Deed to the real estate af-
ter Confirmation of the sale. The 
successful purchaser has the sole 
responsibility/expense of evicting 
any tenants or other individuals 
presently in possession of the 
subject premises.

The property will NOT be open 
for inspection and Plaintiff makes 
no representation as to the con-
dition of the property. Prospective 
bidders are admonished to check 
the Court file to verify all informa-
tion.

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAG-
OR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information: Examine the 
court file or contact Plaintiff’s 
attorney: Codilis & Associates, 
P.C., 15W030 North Frontage 
Road, Suite 100, Burr Ridge, IL 
60527, (630) 794-9876. Please 
refer to file number 14-23-01863.
I3234500 

(Published in The Shopper’s 
Guide 

Dec. 13, 20 & 27, 2023)
448260

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
STEPHENSON COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION,
    PLAINTIFF,
  VS.
LINN PERKINS, SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE OF JESSIE 
LEE EVANS, DECEASED; ANN 
EVANS A/K/A ANN M EVANS; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS; 
BARBRETTA EVANS; KARLOS 
M EVANS; GREGORY A 
EVANS; UNKNOWN HEIRS 
AND LEGATEES OF JESSIE 
LEE EVANS,
    DEFENDANTS.

NO. 2022FC46
701 SOUTH BENTON AVENUE 
FREEPORT, IL 61032
NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT 

TO JUDGMENT OF 
FORECLOSURE

UNDER ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE ACT

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HERE-
BY GIVEN that pursuant to a 
Judgment of Foreclosure and 
Sale entered by the Court in the 
above entitled cause on October 
26, 2023, Sheriff of Stephenson 
County will on 2/6/2024, in Ste-
phenson County Courthouse 15 
N. Galena Ave (West Door), Free-
port, IL 61032, at 9:30am, sell at 
public auction and sale to the 
highest bidder for cash, all and 
singular, the following described 
real estate mentioned in said 
Judgment, situated in the County 
of Stephenson, State of Illinois, or 
so much thereof as shall be suffi-
cient to satisfy said Judgment:

TAX NO. 18-14-31-436-007
COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 701 

South Benton Avenue
Freeport, IL 61032
Description of Improvements: 

The property is a single family 
home.

The Judgment amount was 
$29,170.00.

Sale Terms: This is an “AS IS” 
sale for “CASH”. The successful 
bidder must deposit 10% down by 
certified funds; balance, by cer-
tified funds, within 24 hours. NO 
REFUNDS.

The subject property is subject 
to general real estate taxes, spe-
cial assessments or special taxes 
levied against said real estate, 
water bills, etc., and is offered for 
sale without any representation 
as to quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to plaintiff. The 
sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.

Upon payment in full of the bid 
amount, the purchaser shall re-
ceive a Certificate of Sale, which 
will entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after con-
firmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open 
for inspection. Prospective bid-
ders are admonished to check the 
court file to verify all information.

The successful purchaser has 
the sole responsibility/expense of 
evicting any tenants or other indi-
viduals presently in possession of 
the subject premises.

If this property is a condomini-
um unit, the purchaser of the 
unit at the foreclosure sale, other 
than a mortgagee shall pay the 

assessments and the legal fees 
required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)
(1) and (g)(4).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAG-
OR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For Information: Visit our web-
site at http://ilforeclosuresales.
mrpllc.com.

Between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. 
only - McCalla Raymer Leibert 
Pierce, LLC, Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 
1 N. Dearborn St., Suite 1200, 
Chicago, IL 60602. Tel. No. (312) 
346-9088. Please refer to file# 22-
09062IL

PURSUANT TO THE FAIR 
DEBT COLLECTION PRACTIC-
ES ACT, THE PLAINTIFF’S AT-
TORNEY IS DEEMED TO BE A 
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A DEBT AND 
ANY INFORMATION WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

Plaintiff’s attorney is not re-
quired to provide additional infor-
mation other than that set forth in 
this notice of sale.
I3232773

(Published in The Shopper’s 
Guide Dec. 27, 2023 and

Jan. 3 & 10, 2024)
448460

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE 15TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON COUNTY - 
FREEPORT, ILLINOIS

SELECT PORTFOLIO 
SERVICING, INC.,  
    PLAINTIFF
  vs.
MARLEEN M. COON; THOMAS 
E. COON, SR. A/K/A THOMAS 
E. COON;
    DEFENDANTS

NO. 2023FC52
Address: 920 S. Chicago Avenue 
Freeport, IL 61032

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure and Sale 
entered in the above cause on 
December 6, 2023, I, Sheriff of 
Stephenson County, Illinois, will 
on January 18, 2024 at the hour 
of 9:30 AM at the Stephenson 
County Courthouse, 15 North Ga-
lena, Freeport, IL 61032, or in a 
place otherwise designated at the 
time of sale, County of Stephen-
son, State of Illinois, sell at public 
auction to the highest bidder for 
cash, as set forth below, the fol-
lowing described real estate:

COMMON ADDRESS: 920 S. 
Chicago Avenue, Freeport, IL 
61032

P.I.N.: 18-14-31-453-038
The real estate is improved with 

a single-family residence.
THE JUDGMENT AMOUNT 

WAS: $37,426.40
Sale terms: 25% down by cer-

tified funds; the balance, by cer-
tified funds, is due within twen-
ty-four (24) hours. The subject 
property is subject to real estate 
taxes, special assessments or 
special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as 

to quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to Plaintiff and 
in “as is” condition. The sale is 
further subject to confirmation by 
the court.

Upon payment in full of the 
amount bid, the purchaser shall 
receive a Certificate of Sale, 
which will entitle the purchaser 
to a Deed to the real estate af-
ter Confirmation of the sale. The 
property will NOT be open for 
inspection and Plaintiff makes no 
representations as to the condi-
tion of the property. Prospective 
bidders are admonished to check 
the Court file to verify all informa-
tion.

Pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/15-
1512, the amounts of any surplus 
bid will be held by the sheriff until 
a party obtains a Court Order for 
its distribution, or for 60 days fol-
lowing the date of the entry of the 
order confirming sale, at which 
time, in the absence of an order 
directing payment of the surplus, 
it may be automatically forfeited 
to the State without further notice.

If this property is a condomini-
um unit, the purchaser of the 
unit at the foreclosure sale, other 
than a mortgagee shall pay the 
assessments and the legal fees 
required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)
(1) and (g)(4).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAG-
OR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information: Examine the 
court file or contact Plaintiff’s at-
torney: Johnson, Blumberg & As-
sociates, LLC, 30 N. LaSalle St., 
Suite 3650, Chicago, IL 60602, 
telephone 312-541-9710. Please 
refer to file number IL 23 0499.
Sheriff of Stephenson County, 
Illinois
Johnson, Blumberg 
& Associates, LLC
30 N. LaSalle St., Suite 3650
Chicago, Illinois 60602
Email: ilpleadings@
johnsonblumberg.com
Ph. 312-541-9710 / 
Fax 312-541-9711
JB&A # IL 23 0499
I3234910 

(Published in The Shopper’s 
Guide Dec. 20, 27, 2023

& Jan. 3, 2024)
448631

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE 15TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

COUNTY OF JO DAVIESS - 
GALENA, ILLINOIS

NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE 
LLC, 
    Plaintiff, 
  vs. 
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF 
IDA MAE NORTON, CFNA 
RECEIVABLES (TX), LLC 
SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST TO 
THE ASSOCIATED FINANCIAL 
SERVICES OF IOWA,
SHERI HORNUNG, KELLY 
ASHFORD, ROBERT NORTON, 
TIM MILLER AS SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE, UNKNOWN
TENANTS, UNKNOWN 

REAL ESTATE NOTICES

Continued on page 20
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lb
Certified Angus Beef ® brand

9.99ea

BONELESS BEEF 
TENDERLOIN 

FILET 

Frozen, Wild Caught
LOBSTER 
TAILS
5-6 oz

10.99ea

New YearNew Year
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Telecheck has a $300 limit for check writing with purchases. If you have an order larger than $300, you may need to pay any remaining balance by cash, credit, or debit card.

Prices Effective: Wednesday, December 27, 2023 thru Tuesday, January 2, 2024
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SEAFOOD  SALE 

Cake of the Week

TU

SAVINGS
Happy

New Year

Frito-Lay
LAY’S
POTATO 
CHIPS
Select Varieties
5-8 oz

2/$5

BABY
CARROTS
1 lb

99¢

Bellatoria
ULTRA THIN
PIZZA
Select Varieties
12.76-21.71 oz

2/$8

NEW YEAR’S EVE
CELEBRATION 
LAYER CAKE
White or Chocolate
8 inch round

7.99

Nabisco
OREO
Select Varieties
7.5-14.3 oz

3.99

Idaho
POTATOES
5 lb bag

1.99

lb

Frozen, Wild 
Caught
RED KING
CRAB LEGS
16-20 ct, 1 lb
BIG AND MEATY

24.99lb

Meat Masters
FRESH
SMOKED 
SALMON
THE VERY BEST 
SMOKED SALMON!

14.99lb

Wholey
Frozen, EZ Peel
RAW
SHRIMP
16-20 ct, 1 lb bag
BIG MEATY
SHRIMP!

7.99

Wholey
Frozen, EZ Peel
RAW
SHRIMP
31-40 ct, 1 lb bag

5.99

Wholey
Frozen, Cooked
SHRIMP
COCKTAIL 
RING
10 oz

5.99

Wholey
Frozen
COOKED 
SHRIMP
31-40 ct
1 lb Bag

6.99

MADE IN 
STOCKTON IL

HOT 
BUY

P
IT

AIR IT W H OUR BEEFENDERLOI
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ea

6 oz

SEAFOOD  SALE 

Cake of the Week

TU

SAVINGS
Happy

New Year

Frito-Lay
LAY’S
POTATO 
CHIPS
Select Varieties
5-8 oz

2/$5

BABY
CARROTS
1 lb

99¢

Bellatoria
ULTRA THIN
PIZZA
Select Varieties
12.76-21.71 oz

2/$8

NEW YEAR’S EVE
CELEBRATION 
LAYER CAKE
White or Chocolate
8 inch round

7.99

Nabisco
OREO
Select Varieties
7.5-14.3 oz

3.99

Idaho
POTATOES
5 lb bag

1.99

lb

Frozen, Wild 
Caught
RED KING
CRAB LEGS
16-20 ct, 1 lb
BIG AND MEATY

24.99lb

Meat Masters
FRESH
SMOKED 
SALMON
THE VERY BEST 
SMOKED SALMON!

14.99lb

Wholey
Frozen, EZ Peel
RAW
SHRIMP
16-20 ct, 1 lb bag
BIG MEATY
SHRIMP!

7.99

Wholey
Frozen, EZ Peel
RAW
SHRIMP
31-40 ct, 1 lb bag

5.99

Wholey
Frozen, Cooked
SHRIMP
COCKTAIL 
RING
10 oz

5.99

Wholey
Frozen
COOKED 
SHRIMP
31-40 ct
1 lb Bag

6.99

MADE IN 
STOCKTON IL

HOT 
BUY

P
IT

AIR IT W H OUR BEEFENDERLOI
 

 T
NFOR

SURF N TURF!

lb
Certified Angus Beef ® brand

9.99ea

BONELESS BEEF 
TENDERLOIN 

FILET 

Frozen, Wild Caught
LOBSTER 
TAILS
5-6 oz

10.99ea

New YearNew Year
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WEEKLONG!

www.sullivansfoods.net 
Available at all Sullivans Foods including:  

103 W North Ave, Stockton
815.947.3318 

OPEN 6AM TO 9PM 7 DAYS A WEEK
201 Dodds Dr, Lena

815.369.2311
OPEN 6AM TO 9PM 7 DAYS A WEEK

448854

By Andrew Adams 
Capitol News illiNois

 The Illinois Department of 
Public Health is advising Illi-
noisans to take precautions to 
avoid spreading respiratory 
illnesses as cases around the 
state and country are on the 

rise. 
 IDPH recently issued a 

health alert to hospitals, long-
term care facilities and local 
health departments advising 
the use of masks and using 
screening techniques to re-
duce the spread of COVID-19 

OWNERS AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,
    Defendants,

22 FC 78
NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby giv-
en that pursuant to a Judgment 
of Foreclosure entered in the 
above entitled cause Intercounty 
Judicial Sales Corporation will on 
Wednesday, January 17, 2024, 
at the hour of 10:00 a.m. in the 
Office of James J. Nack, 106 
North Main Street, Galena, Illinois 
61036, sell to the highest bidder 
for cash, the following described 
mortgaged real estate:

P.I.N. 13-000-038-33.
Commonly known as 9792 W. 

BUCKHILL RD. A/K/A 9798 W. 
BUCKHILL RD. GALENA, IL 
61036.

The improvement on the proper-
ty consists of a single family res-

idence. If the subject mortgaged 
real estate is a unit of a common 
interest community, the purchas-
er of the unit other than a mort-
gagee shall pay the assessments 
required by subsection (g-1) of 
Section 18.5 of the Condominium 
Property Act.

Sale terms: 10% down by cer-
tified funds, balance within 24 
hours, by certified funds. No re-
funds. The property will NOT be 
open for inspection.

For information call Mr. Ira T. 
Nevel at Plaintiff’s Attorney, Law 
Offices of Ira T. Nevel, 175 North 
Franklin Street, Chicago, Illinois 
60606. (312) 357-1125. File Num-
ber 22-03577 IJSC
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL 
SALES CORPORATION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3234418 

(Published in The Scoop Today
Dec. 13, 20 & 27, 2023)
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REAL ESTATE NOTICES
Continued from page 19

Public health officials urge caution around respiratory illnesses
COVID-19 hospitalizations up in recent weeks, masks recommended in certain settings 

and other respiratory illness-
es, particularly in areas of the 
state with elevated levels of 
COVID-19 hospitalizations. 

 Hospitalizations for 
COVID-19 were up 22 per-
cent statewide during the 
week ending Dec. 16, com-
pared to the week before. 
Eight west-central Illinois 
counties are now at “high” 
levels of COVID-19 hospital-
izations according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention. This means that 
there were more than 20 hos-
pitalizations per 100,000 peo-
ple in those counties during 
the most recent week for 
which data is available.  Iro-
quois and Kankakee counties 
in northern Illinois also face 
high hospitalizations. 

 Hospital admissions relat-
ed to COVID-19 have made 
up around 3 to 4 percent of all 
admissions in the past month, 
according to data on respira-
tory illnesses from IDPH, the 
highest they have been since 
this time last year. Hospital-
izations for other respiratory 
illnesses have also spiked in 
recent weeks. 

These figures are still far 
below the peaks seen in late 
2020 and early 2022, when 
COVID-19 accounted for 
roughly 18 percent and 25 
percent of hospital admissions 
respectively.

 While statewide hospital-
ization rates remain at “low” 
levels according to the CDC, 
neighboring states Indiana, 
Kentucky, Missouri and Iowa 
all face elevated levels, which 
has caused some concern for 
officials at IDPH.  “With the 
alarming rise in respiratory vi-
ruses we are seeing across the 
state and the country, IDPH is 
recommending healthcare fa-
cilities take precautions to re-
duce the spread of these virus-
es and protect their patients, 
staffs and visitors,” IDPH Di-
rector Dr. Sameer Vohra said 
in a statement last week. 

 In addition to the corona-
virus, IDPH tracks hospital 
admissions stemming from 
influenza and respiratory syn-
cytial virus, a common respi-
ratory virus often referred to 
as RSV that can be dangerous 
for certain high-risk individu-
als, like those with asthma or 
COPD. 

 For all Illinoisans, IDPH 
recommended taking precau-
tions for holiday gatherings, 
particularly for those at high 
risk of complications from a 
respiratory infection like old-
er or very young individuals. 

 This includes practicing 
good hand hygiene and prop-
er indoor ventilation for any 
gatherings. For someone ex-
periencing symptoms of a re-
spiratory illness, like cough-
ing, sneezing, sore throat, 
runny nose or a fever, IDPH 
encourages testing and stay-
ing home if possible. 

 Vaccinations for 
COVID-19 and the flu are 
available at most pharma-
cies. A vaccination for RSV is 
available for those age 60 and 
older and for some pregnant 
people. 

 In some state-run facilities, 
COVID-19 infections have 

already interrupted daily life. 
Earlier this month, the state 
Department of Human Ser-
vices announced that several 
COVID-19 outbreaks had oc-
curred at state-operated devel-
opmental centers in Waukeg-
an, Park Forest, Centralia, 
Anna and Kankakee.  

 In response, IDHS reduced 
communal dining, group ac-
tivities and some planned 
outings, and introduced so-
cial distancing and quarantine 
measures for those served at 
the centers. 

 The number of people test-
ing positive for COVID-19 
in these state-run centers has 
fallen since the beginning of 
the month, with 12 residents 
and 22 staff members testing 
positive as of Dec. 18, down 
from 58 residents and 35 staff 
members on Dec. 6.  “IDPH 
has been working closely with 
our counterparts at IDHS fa-
cilities to monitor conditions, 
to offer strategies to contain 
any outbreaks, and to provide 
resources, direct consultations 
and assessments,” Hilary 
Spencer, head of the IDPH in-
fection prevention team, said 
in an early December news 
release. 

LocaL news on-Line
rvpnews.

com
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