
VOL. 86 • NO. 2 YOUR FREE HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER WEDNESDAY, JAN. 3, 2024

24-HOUR SERVICE ON ALL BRANDS

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

www.superiorhvacservices.com

New installation • Remodeling
Routine maintenance • Repairs

409646

Shopper’s Guide
Serving the communities in Stephenson County

Postal Customer  **ecrwss 

PR SRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
ROCK VALLEY

PUBLISHING LLC

449229

ACCIDENTS HAPPEN!
Let us take the worry out of having your vehicle repaired.

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

ORANGEVILLE BRONCOS BASKETBALL fACEBOOK PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

1000 points and counting
 The Orangeville Lady Broncos basketball team celebrates the milestone of team 
captains Whitney Sullivan and Laney Cahoon as they both have scored over 1,000 ca-
reer points.  The two captains were presented with their framed jerseys to recognize 

their achievement. Congratulations, Whitney and Laney!
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Obituaries
Diane J. Klinefelter 
Loving Mother and Grandma 
and Friend

 Diane J. Klinefelter, 74, 
of Shannon, formerly of Ger-
man Valley, died Thursday, 
Dec. 28, 2023, at the Seren-
ity House in Oregon, after a 
brief illness and broken heart 
(from losing the Love of her 
life eight years ago), sur-
rounded by her loving family. 
She was born Aug. 4, 1949, 
in Freeport, the daughter of 
James and Iva (Reemtsma) 
Mennenga. She graduated 
from Winnebago High School 
in 1967. Diane married Rog-
er L. Klinefelter on January 
25, 1974, in Silver Creek 
Reformed Church, German 
Valley. She worked as a beau-
tician for many years. Diane 
also helped at the Valley Inn 
in German Valley.  Diane en-
joyed mowing their lawn and 
taking care of Silver Creek 
Cemetery for years with her 
husband Roger. She dearly 
loved spending time with her 
children, grandchildren and 
attending all of their events.

 Diane is lovingly survived 
by her sons, James (Amanda) 
and Tim “Tiny” (Rachael) 
Klinefelter; grandchildren, 
Eric Schaney, Olivia, Ryker, 
Charles Klinefelter, Alley, 
Abiageal, William Weber all 
of Shannon; Sister, Eunice 
(Norman) Miller of Ger-
man Valley, Sister-In-Law 
Jean Mennenga of Pecaton-

ica; Great 
Grandchi l -
dren Piper 
& Haven 
S c h a n e y ; 
and Many 
n i e c e s , 
n e p h e w s , 
great nieces 
and nephews 

and cousins.
 She was predeceased by 

her husband, Roger; parents, 
James and Iva Mennenga; 
brothers, Wayne and Merle; 
niece, Beth Miller, great niece 
Kaylee Hawk.

 The family wishes to thank 
Dominique Beck who became 
a great friend and part of the 
family to Diane, the Serenity 
House and staff for all their 
kind care given to their mom 
and grandma, and Dr. Terry 
Miller for the care given and 
FHN staff.

 Funeral service will be 
held at 11 a.m. Friday, Jan. 5, 
2024, in Bethel United Meth-
odist Church, 217 S. Hicko-
ry St., Shannon, with Pastor 
Brenda Morris. Pastor Ellis 
Boughton and Dawn Barr 
will co-officiating. There will 
be a visitation at the church 
on Thursday, Jan. 4, 2024, 
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. Burial 
will take place in Silver Creek 
Cemetery, German Valley. A 
memorial fund has been es-
tablished. Condolences may 
be shared at www.hermannfu-
neralhome.com.

MarK ChapMan
 Mark E. Chapman, 65, 

of Lena, IL, passed away on 
Dec. 15, 2023, at home. He 
was born on Aug. 16, 1958, 
in Kewanee, IL, to Kirby and 
Pauline (Ptashnik) Chapman.

 His education includ-
ed high school and welding 
school. He was a machinist 
for the Harper Wyman Corp, 
and a member of St. Timothy 
Lutheran Church in rural Wy-
oming.

 Carol Sander was Mark’s 
lifelong companion, room-
mate, and caregiver, who 
both shared a home for 18 ½ 
years that they built togeth-
er. Carol tended to his needs 
for all those years, as he had 
been through years of tests, 
surgeries, and recovery times, 
which included open heart 
surgery and kidney dialysis, 
where he badly needed a kid-
ney, as both of his had failed. 
Carol was with him during 
his final week here on earth. 
She was his Hospice care-
giver and held his hand and 
talked to him until she told 
him it was ok to go. The skies 
were the most beautiful color 
that morning as she told him, 
“I think God is coming for 
you.” He gave her hand a lit-
tle squeeze, and he left. “I will 
always love you Mark Chap-
man” – Carol

 Survivors include his 
brother Steve Chapman and 
his children, daughter Jen-

nifer (Eric 
Craft) Chap-
man, and 
son Josh-
ua (Sarah); 
brother Mike 
( R o s a n n e ) 
C h a p m a n 
and their 
c h i l d r e n , 

daughter Courtney (Scott 
Reynolds), and son Christo-
pher (Kim) Chapman, and 
lifelong companion Carol 
Sander and her family: Jona-
than Bonzi, Nathaniel (Chrys-
tal) Bonzi, and her three 
grandchildren: Justin, Shane, 
and Olivia, all who would call 
him “grandpa”.

 Mark also had nieces, 
nephews, and two kids he 
helped raise named Chelsea 
and Jason, but no family ties, 
and their mom (Lucy) who 
was Mark’s girlfriend at one 
time.

 He was preceded in death 
by his mother Polly Chapman 
and father Kirby Chapman.

 Mark opened a welding 
shop later in years, as he loved 
helping the local farmers. He 
welded, loved mowing grass 
with his Dixie Chopper, and 
operating tractors during fall 
harvest. He will be missed by 
many.

 A Celebration of Life will 
be held on Sunday, Jan. 28, 
2024, from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
at the Iron Horse Tap in Lena, 
IL.

patriCia Curran 
 Patricia A. Curran, 79 of 

Lena, IL passed away on Thurs-
day, December 28, 2023, in 
Lena. She was born on July 8, 
1944, in Rockford, IL to James 
and Dorothy (Radtke) Monahan. 
She was united in marriage to 
the love of her life, John R. Cur-
ran on July 11, 1964. Following 
their marriage in 1984, the fami-
ly moved to Lena, IL where their 
children grew up and they lived 
the rest of their lives.

 Patricia is survived by her 
children: Chris (Jerry Pool) Cur-
ran of Freeport, Jody (Mark Ford-
ham) Katzenberger of Rockford,  
Jolene (Dennis Pieper) of Lena, 
James (Lisa) Curran of Warren, 
IL, Jacquelyn (Terry Daschner) 
Curran of Lena, Julie (Todd Bes-
sert) Curran of Lena, and Jaysen 
(Kristina Knesting) Curran of 
Racine, WI; her grandchildren: 
Jack, Megin, John, and Jordin 
Katzenberger, Brandyn (Kaleigh 
Storm) Curran, Jared (Saman-
tha) Curran, Emily Pontnack, 
Jakeb Daschner, Abby (Bryant) 
Lawson, Ashleigh (Ian White) 
Wilson, Adriana (Wyatt Owen)  
Curran, Allie Curran, Lucas 
Baney, Jayden Hornung, Quin-
ton Preston; her great-grand-
children: Ayden, Lenny, Luci, 
Laikyn and Carlisle; several 
brothers and sisters-in-law. Two 
family friends; Wayne Kitz-
berger and James Reichling 
and many nieces, nephews, and 
cousins. 

She was preceded in death by 

her parents; 
her husband 
John, broth-
er Joe Mo-
nahan; two 
sisters Mary 
Jane Monah-
an, and Kathy 
Weber.  

P a t r i c i a 
was a member of St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church in Lena, IL. 
Her faith was very important to 
her.  She was a religious educa-
tion teacher and active in other 
areas of the church.  She en-
joyed shopping, doing puzzles, 
and watching Wheel of For-
tune. Patricia was also an elec-
tion judge.   She cherished the 
time spent with family creating 
memories they will all remem-
ber forever. 

 A Mass of Christian Burial 
will be held at 1 p.m. on Thurs-
day, January 4, 2024, at St. Jo-
seph Catholic Church in Lena, 
IL. A visitation will be from 11 
a.m. until 1 p.m. on Thursday, 
January 4, 2024, at the Leamon 
Funeral Home in Lena, IL. Fa-
ther Michael Morrissey and 
Father Andrew Hernandez will 
officiate the services. Burial will 
take place at St. Joseph Catholic 
Cemetery in Lena, IL. A lun-
cheon will follow the services at 
the church.

 In lieu of flowers, a memo-
rial fund has been established 
in Patricia’s name. Condolenc-
es may be sent to the family at 
www.leamonfh.com.
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BASE Camp offers educational 
series for entrepreneurs and 
small businesses

 The Business Academy for 
Small Businesses and Entre-
preneurs (BASE) Camp is an 
opportunity for aspiring entre-
preneurs and small business 
owners to learn more about the 
important elements of business 
ownership to be successful. 
Classes begin on Jan. 30, 2024.

 The goal of the educational 
series is to provide a resource 
and network of support for 
entrepreneurs, small business 
owners, and those looking to 
grow or expand their products 
or services to build a successful 
and thriving business. Import-
ant business topics including 
financing options, legal struc-
ture, business planning, and 
marketing will be addressed by 
local experts in an interactive 
and instructional format.

 Attendees are encouraged 
to register for the full five-class 
series to gain the full depth of 
business knowledge offered 
by professionals.  As an addi-
tional incentive to complete all 
five classes, graduates will be 
offered the opportunity to com-
pete in a Business Pitch Com-
petition for the potential to win 
$2,000 in cash prizes to help 
grow their business. Courses 
are available individually, as 
well.

 While BASE Camp is open 
to all entrepreneurs and small 
businesses, the program is es-
pecially designed for informal 
entrepreneurs who are moving 
from an idea phase to a formal 
business model, minority en-
trepreneurs and women-owned 
businesses. Minority and 
women-owned businesses are 
the fastest growing segment 
of small business development 
and BASE Camp courses are 
designed to create further op-
portunities to provide educa-
tion and a framework for suc-
cess.

 BASE Camp is designed to 
maximize available time for 
busy people, making it possi-
ble to attend outside of normal 
work hours. Five classes are 
offered over 10 weeks, every 

other week, lasting two to three 
hours and are held in person at 
the Greater Freeport Partner-
ship office, located at 110 W. 
Main St. in Freeport. Local ex-
perts will instruct the class each 
week with verbal and interac-
tive instruction and activities to 
help attendees understand and 
apply business principles.

 The fee to register for all 
five classes is $200. However, 
a scholarship is available for 
interested individuals to cov-
er $150 of the registration fee. 
Individual classes are available 
for $50. 

 For more information and to 
register for BASE Camp, visit 
greaterfreeport.com/basecamp.

 The Greater Freeport Part-
nership is a collaboration of 
business, community, visitor, 
and economic development 
services with the mission to 
drive economic growth for 
Freeport and Stephenson 
County.
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As dual credit participation grows in 
Illinois, study shows gaps widening 
Urban, low-income, high-minority districts lag behind rural counterparts

By Peter Hancock
Capitol News illiNois

As the cost of higher educa-
tion continues to rise in Illinois 
and elsewhere, a growing num-
ber of students are working to 
earn as many college credits as 
possible while they are still in 
high school.

But even as the popularity 
continues to grow for “dual 
credit” offerings—courses in 
which a student earns credit 
toward both a high school di-
ploma and a college degree—a 
new study shows disparities 
between racial, economic and 
geographic groups are also 
widening.

According to the study, dual 
credit programs are more prev-
alent in districts that serve rural 
communities and small towns 
in downstate Illinois than in 
suburban and urban districts. 
They are less prevalent in dis-
tricts that serve minority and 
lower-income students.

And even within individual 
districts, the study found that 
white students and those from 
more affluent backgrounds 
were more likely to enroll 
in and complete dual credit 
courses than minority students 
or students from lower-income 
households.

The study was conducted by 
the Illinois Workforce & Edu-
cation Research Collaborative, 
or IWERC, a research arm of 
the University of Illinois Sys-
tem’s Discovery Partners Insti-
tute, which works to develop 
the state’s high-tech workforce 
and economy.

Dual credit courses are of-
fered through partnerships be-
tween high schools and post-

secondary institutions. 
According to the study, a 

small number of dual credit 
courses are offered through 
public four-year universities, 
but the overwhelming major-
ity, about 97 percent, are of-
fered through local community 
colleges. As a result, the cours-
es offered in any given high 
school are strongly influenced 
by the policies and programs 
of the community college dis-
trict that overlaps with the high 
school district.

Sarah Cashdollar, an IW-
ERC researcher and author of 
the report, said in an interview 
that details of those partnership 
agreements may help explain 
some of the disparities between 
school districts and between 
different geographic areas.

“It is costly to provide dual 
credit, especially for commu-
nity colleges,” she said. “De-
pending on the partnership, it 
can also be costly for the school 
district. And so there might be 
variation in terms of how com-
munity college districts have 
managed those costs.”

Although students typically 
pay some tuition to enroll in a 
dual credit course, Cashdollar 
said the cost is typically only 
a fraction of what students 
would pay otherwise, which 
is one of the reasons why dual 
credit programs help lower the 
overall cost of higher educa-
tion.

In recent years, Illinois law-
makers have taken several 
steps to make dual credit pro-

grams more accessible and af-
fordable. 

Among those actions is the 
Dual Credit Quality Act, first 
passed in 2010 and amended 
several times since then, which 
requires public colleges and 
universities to accept credit 
from those courses if a standard  
agreement is in place. It also 
requires community colleges 
to enter into dual credit agree-
ments with any high school in 
their district that requests one.

The Education Workforce 
Equity Act, passed in 2021, 
provides that starting this year, 
high school students who meet 
or exceed state standards on 
their annual assessments in 
English language arts, math, or 
science may automatically be 
enrolled the following year in 
the next most rigorous level of 
advanced coursework offered 
by the school. For seniors, that 
must include a dual credit, Ad-
vanced Placement, or Interna-
tional Baccalaureate course.

And this year’s state budget 
includes just over $3 million 
for community colleges to help 
them lower the cost of dual 
credit programs.

Despite those efforts, how-
ever, the study found that while 
overall participation in dual 
credit programs has grown—
from 10.2 percent of high 
school students in the 2018 
school year to 14 percent in 
2022—the racial and econom-
ic disparities in participation 
rates and completion rates has 
widened.

That was due mainly to the 
fact that participation rates 
grew more slowly among stu-
dents of color and students 
from lower-income back-
grounds than they did among 
white and Asian students and 
students from more affluent 
backgrounds.

Cashdollar noted those kinds 
of achievement gaps are similar 
to the gaps that researchers find 
in other aspects of education, 
including college enrollment 
rates and college completion 
rates. And because dual credit 
programs are, by definition, in-
tended for students who aspire 
to continue their education be-
yond high school, she said the 
gaps point to differences in the 
types of students who are seen 
as being college-bound.

She said prior research on 
the topic has found the biggest 
predictor for racial gaps in stu-
dents enrolled in dual credit 
was enrollment in accelerated 
coursework taken prior to high 
school. 

“So who are those kids who 
are in the gifted classes? Who 
are taking algebra in eighth 
grade? Who are the kids in 
the honors program, maybe at 
the middle school?” She said. 
“And it’s kind of like, that sets 
the wheel in motion in terms of 
who is then either tracked into 
these higher-level courses, who 
is thinking about themselves as 
the type of kid who takes these 
courses.”

See gapS, page 8
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OpiniOn

A new pair 
of shoes

I love my wardrobe. Heck, I 
love clothes. 

A lot.
But for years (for decades, 

people) I put that all on the 
back burner.

It was due to the kids. It’s 
always due to the kids, isn’t 
it? 

They always bear the brunt 
of our angst. We sacrifice for 
them. Gladly.

Because that is what you 
do. It is what you want to do 
as a parent. You wouldn’t 
have it any other way.

I sacrificed for Nike 
tennis shoes. I sacrificed for 
American Eagle, Abercrombe, 
and Lulu Lemon, depending 
on the kids and the decade. 

And I sacrificed for my 
husband’s clothes as well. He 
needed suits and ties, and they 
don’t come cheap. 

It was what it was. I 
wouldn’t change it for 
anything.

But suffice to say, my kids 
had tennis shoes with the 
correct logo and my husband 
had iron-free shirts because 
my family was my pride and 
joy (and we all had a distain 
for ironing).

I didn’t care much where 
my clothes came from (still 
don’t) but while making sure 
my kids and husband had the 
correct attire, I still attended to 
mine, albeit in the minimalist 
regard. I didn’t care what I 
had and I didn’t care if I had 
much. 

Just the basics, if you will.
Mind you, I never wanted 

for anything. I could have 
bought expensive jeans or 
shoes and my husband would 
have applauded me. It was my 
decision, completely. 

I guess I just felt the people 
around me, the people I 

cared about, needed clothing 
and brand name shoes more 
than I did. And for the most 
part, I’d created these human 
beings with needs, so I felt the 
obligation make sure they had 
enough—or even a smidge 
more than enough.

And that goes for love as 
well as clothes.

But (drum roll …) now it’s 
my turn.

The kids are grown with 
feet that are no longer growing 
and in need a new pair of 
tennis shoes every September. 
My husband is gone—quite 
literally—and I donated many 
of his suits, shirts and shoes 
to charity. He no longer wears 
his clothes out. Heck, he no 
longer wears them.

That leaves … just me.
My goodness, have I been 

having a good time with this.
I still don’t wear many 

name brands, but I’ve 
developed my own style. It’s 
flashy, it’s unique and it’s fun. 
And I’m having a grandiose 
time with it.

I think this probably 
happens to a lot of us—men 
and women. For many years, 
we put our own needs on the 
back burner because there 
are others, often needy and 
helpless others who call us 
mom and dad, who are relying 
on us to make sure their needs 
get met in a healthy and 
timely fashion.

Another year of blessing
 Here it is a new year and 

it’s fun to look back and think 
about all the blessings that 
God has supplied over the 
last 12 months. Probably the 
biggest blessing was when 
my dad went to be with the 
Lord last January. It was a 
bittersweet time for sure as 
all of us gathered together 
at his bedside in front of 
the big wood stove that he 
loved so much to say our 
goodbyes. The previous year 
had seen dad slowly decline 
physically, but his mind and 
spirit were as alive as ever. 

Those final days though were 
a tremendous blessing. We 
had returned from a week up 
at Mayo Clinic in Minnesota 
where we had tried one 
last time to see if there was 
anything more we could do 
to get him some help. I had 

driven him and my mom up 
to Rochester that last time 
and we spent a couple of days 
and nights together as they 
ran more tests throughout 
the days. He was so kind to 
the nurses and doctors as 
they tried over and over to 
insert an IV line for fluids in 
his arms to help him regain 
some strength. He was alert 
and felt pretty good, and we 
were just trying to see if there 
was anything else we could 
do for him. He had been on 
dialysis for a couple years 
back home and although 
the dialysis was taking the 
toxins out of his blood, he 
just never seemed to regain 
his good appetite and had 
lost a lot of muscle from his 
strong body. After a couple 
days of tests and discussion 
about what more could be 
done, it was determined that 
there wasn’t much more 
that could be done. Dad 
felt frustrated because he 
wanted to keep going but 
was running out of steam. He 
stayed up there for about a 
week as I returned home to 
take care of some things, and 
some other family members 
drove up to the clinic to take 
over. After a few more tests 
and consultations with the 
doctors, it was clear that 
dad’s time on this earth was 
winding down. He accepted 
it with the confidence that he 
would soon be going home to 
be with His Savior and Lord. 
My brother and sister-in-law 
brought him back home one 

last time and the rest of us 
met them at the house. We 
helped him into the house 
and lifted onto a small bed 
in front of that wood stove 
where he smiled and fell 
asleep peacefully. The next 
few days he sipped some 
soup and ate crackers when 
he could as family came to 
say their goodbyes. There 
was so much love, so many 
hugs and so much laughter 
in the house those final 
days. Each day we gathered 
and reminisced, sang some 
hymns, and shared stories as 
dad held tightly to the hands 
of those who sat by his bed. 
Mom was never far from 
his side, holding his hand 
and laying her head on his 
shoulder from time to time. 
His grandchildren and great-
grandchildren climbed up on 
his bed and he would smile at 
them and hug them goodbye. 
Those final hours were a 
rich blessing from God. Dad 
had always been a man who 
loved the Lord Jesus with 
all his heart. He loved the 
word of God and taught it 
week after week as a Sunday 
School teacher for some 60 
years. His love for Jesus 
was first and his love for his 
family and the farm was a 
close second. 

 Experiencing dad’s 
passing this past year has 
helped me transition into 
being a better husband, 
pastor, father and grandpa 

By
Jill
Pertler
Columnist

Slices of life

By
Scott
cernek 
Columnist

Weekly connection

Guidelines for writing, 
submitting a letter to the editor

 Rock Valley Publishing encourages readers to reach 
out to the community by writing a letter to the editor. 

 Letters are limited to 500 words. Authors must 
include their first and last name, the city or village 
in which they reside, and a phone number and email 
address where they can be reached in case of questions. 

Send letters to: scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
Letter-writers will be limited to one letter per 

month except for locally elected officials, or individuals 
specifically associated with local village governments or 
entities such as school districts, park districts or library 
districts.

 No letters directed to a third party will be accepted for 
publication.

 We reserve the right to edit a letter for reasons of 
clarity, space restrictions and libel. 

See ShoeS, Page 5

See bleSSing, Page 5
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MOWERY AUTO PARTS

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks

392194

www.edwardjones.com

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor

640 W. South St, #4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955
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www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor
.

640 W South St 4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

Member SIPC

Tap into the benefits that CDs bring

Bank-issued, 

FDIC-insured

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 12/26/23. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-
issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per 
depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please 
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to 
availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest 
rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can 
lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal 
may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution 
of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are 
issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the 
Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

1-year4.75%
APY*

449148

Illinois agriculture remains resilient 
amid year of challenges, uncertainty
By Richard Guebert Jr.
Former IllInoIs Farm Bureau 
PresIdent

Everyone can point to that 
year in their lives—the year 
when 23 inches of snow blan-
keted the state, the year an 
EF3 tornado ripped through 
a rural community, or the first 
holiday without mom or dad. 
There are some years that 
stick out more than most. 

Last December, I called on 
everyone in Illinois agricul-
ture to come together to make 
2023 the “Year of the Farm-
er,” but for many Illinois farm 
families, this year was shap-
ing up to be full of heartaches 
and hardships. 

Tornadoes, hailstorms and 
derechos blasted much of 
the state in early spring and 
summer, exacerbating already 
challenging planting condi-
tions and damaging homes. 
Severe thunderstorms pro-
ducing dozens of devastating 
tornadoes tore through fields 
of farmland and rural commu-
nities. 

Families lost their homes, 
and many were left with ex-
treme damage to their live-
lihoods. Others lost family 
members, neighbors and 
friends.

Then drought hit nearly 
every corner of the state as 

farm production, equipment 
and land costs reached record 
highs, squeezing our pock-
etbooks. At the same time, 
global conflicts put a new fo-
cus on food security and the 
need to pass a modernized 
farm bill that meets the needs 
of all Americans.

Yet, in the face of uncer-
tainty, our farm families re-
mained resilient. Through 
thunderstorms, drought, infla-
tion and global unrest, Illinois 
farmers dug in their heels and 
got to work producing 3 bil-
lion bushels of grain in the 
2023 crop year. And, togeth-
er, farmers across the country 
grew the largest corn crop on 
record, according to the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. 

Despite the challenges, Il-
linois farmers rose to the oc-
casion. We started off the year 
strong with the Illinois Farm 
Families coalition launching 
the “We are the 96%” cam-
paign during Super Bowl LVII 
to bring awareness to Illinois’ 
nearly 70,000 family-owned 
farms. This campaign showed 
consumers that our farms 
might look different than they 
did 100 years ago, but that’s 
because they’ve evolved so 
that multiple generations of 
families can continue farming 
together. 

Illinois farmers also em-
phasized sustainability and 
conservation through em-
bracing new technology and 
research. Nutrient steward-
ship field days put a focus on 
emerging strategies to protect 
water quality, and a new sur-
vey from the Illinois Fertiliz-
er and Chemical Association, 
with support of Illinois Farm 
Bureau (IFB) and several oth-
er agriculture organizations, 
released new data showing 
farmers’ progress in this 
space.

Last year, IFB debuted its 
Emmy-Award-winning docu-
mentary, “Sustaining Our Fu-
ture: A Farm Family Story,” 
which told Ganschow Farms’ 
conservation story. IFB con-
tinues to highlight Illinois 
farmers’ stories, and I look 
forward to the coming launch 
of “Fields Apart: Rooted To-
gether,” a three-part long-
form video series showcasing 
shared characteristics, goals 
and challenges facing rural 
and urban farmers.

Life is full of challenges, 
both good and bad, and Illi-
nois farm families know that 
it’s the many little things that 
can make a major impact. 
When I look back on all the 
progress we’ve made this 
year, I’m excited for the next 

chapter in Illinois agriculture.
Serving as president of IFB 

the past 10 years has been a 
true privilege. I’ve been very 
fortunate for the opportunity 
to steward this organization 
toward a bountiful future. I 
am proud to see my friends 
and colleagues Brian Duncan 
of Polo, Ogle County, and 
Evan Hultine of Princeton, 
Bureau County, elected to be 
IFB’s next president and vice 
president, respectively. I look 
forward to seeing the course 
they chart for IFB. 

As I wrap up my final col-
umn on behalf of IFB, I’d like 
to thank our members, current 
and former county leaders 
and managers for their en-
gagement and dedication to 
Illinois agriculture. I am also 
thankful for the IFB directors 
who currently serve and who 
have previously served for in-
vesting their time and energy 
in leading this organization. 
And, finally, my family for 
their infinite support and pa-
tience while I was away for 
this role. 

It was really all of them 
who gave me this opportuni-
ty to serve, and I am forever 
grateful for the sacrifices they 
made. May Illinois agricul-
ture continue to prosper in 
2024 and beyond! 

Banning Congressional 
stock trading through 

the ETHICS Act
By U.S. Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi

Early last month, with public trust in Congress 
falling to the lowest levels ever recorded, I joined my 
colleagues in voting to expel former Rep. George Santos 
for his litany of lies and alleged crimes.

While that is a step toward addressing the loss of 
public trust in Congress, far more action is needed. 

One of the most immediate and significant steps we 
can take is to ban members of Congress from trading 
stocks while in office to ensure legislators put their 
constituents ahead of their portfolios. That is why 
in May I introduced my bipartisan and bicameral 
Ending Trading and Holdings in Congressional Stocks 
(ETHICS) Act which would ban Members of Congress 
and their spouses and dependents from owning, selling, 
and trading individual stocks. 

Despite opposition from some members of Congress, 
three-quarters of voters support prohibiting members of 
Congress from trading stocks while serving in office, 
and that support crosses party lines as 70 percent of 
Democrats, 78 percent of Republicans, and 80 percent of 
independents favor a stock trading ban. 

I discussed the urgent need to strengthen congressional 
ethics through the ETHICS Act earlier this month in an 
op-ed I wrote with Senator Jeff Merkley of Oregon and 
Noah Bookbinder, President of the government ethics 
watchdog Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in 
Washington (CREW).

Event Jan. 8 to focus on bill to end degree-
based hiring discrimination

On Monday, Jan. 8, I will be hosting a panel 
discussion at Harper College at 1 p.m. on fighting hiring 
discrimination against people without four-year degrees 
who are still otherwise qualified for the job.

We need to ensure that workers skilled through 
training and experience, rather than a bachelor’s degree, 
receive fair consideration in hiring. While automation 
and other technical advances in hiring have made 
application screening easier for employers, they have 
also significantly contributed to the trend of unfairly 
discriminating against those without four-year degrees 
by requiring degrees for jobs that previously did not 
demand them.

To address this problem, I partnered with Republican 
Congressman John James in October to introduce the 
Opportunity to Compete Act, bipartisan legislation that 
would open the door for qualified workers without a 
bachelor’s degree, who have acquired relevant skills 
through other means such as apprenticeships and 
previous job experience.

Raja Krishnamoorthi represents the 8th Congressional 
District of Illinois. 

So we go without sleep. 
We go without new clothes 
and a new car. We make do 
with what we have so our 
littles can have what they 
need - and sometimes beyond 
what they need because it 
is what we do—as adults, 
as parents, as caring human 
beings.

And then that ends, 
because kids grow up don’t 
they? What follows is the me 
years.

I’m at the cusp of them and 
they feel quite nice, thank 
you. I still look after my kids 
and grandkids, but I have 
more time to think about 
what I might want to do or 
experience, and after giving 
for so long it feels okay.

Maybe even better than 
okay.

I give thanks for better 

than okay every day. To be in 
this place and in this space is 
truly worth my gratitude.

Well, that and a new pair 
of shoes.

Jill Pertler is an award-
winning syndicated 
columnist, published 
playwright and author. Don’t 
miss a slice; follow the Slices 
of Life page on Facebook.

•	Shoes		 (Continued from page 4)

to my own grandkids. There 
is nothing as precious as 
reading Bible stories to them 
on the couch when they 
come for a sleep over. I love 
making pancakes as they sit 
at our big table, each one 
waiting for the next batch to 
come off the griddle. There 
is nothing like having all 12 
of them over to our house 
for times of laughter and joy. 
Sometimes we will have a 

prayer time where each one 
of us prays and then calls out 
the name of somebody else to 
pray. Even the two-year-olds 
get involved. Each prayer 
is so simple and sweet, and 
I am reminded of my own 
dad’s gift of faith to all of us. 
I don’t know what 2024 has 
in store, but I know who will 
be with us each day giving 
strength and love as each of 
us lives out our faith.

 Lamentations 3:22-23 is 
one of my favorite passages 
and it reads, “The steadfast 
love of the Lord never 
ceases; His mercies never 

come to an end; they are new 
every morning; great is your 
faithfulness O God.”

 Until next week, God 
bless.

•	Blessing		 (Continued from page 4)

Your “Main Street Chiropractors”
with over 40 years service to our community

• Palmer Graduates 
• Digital X-Ray

• BCBS, Quartz and Medicare Provider

238 W. Main St. • Lena
815-369-4974

M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Saturday by Appointment.

434622

Dr. Jared Liles  &  Dr. Jim Liles

Call us for a FREE consultation

• Financing Available
• Search Our Buildings

• Virtual Planning
• Proven Reliability Since 1978

•                Lifetime Steel Warranty
• Featuring                Doors

800-373-5550 
ClearyBuilding.com

Specializing in High-Value,
Customized Post Frame Buildings

Discover the Cleary Advantage 
at ClearyBuilding.com 

448961

Oregon, IL
815-732-9101
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Our Area Churches Welcome You

Please call 815-369-4112 or 815-947-3353 if you wish to have your church listed on the church page.

APPLE RIVER UMC
102 E. Baldwin St., P.O. Box 188, 

Apple River, IL 61001
Pastor Libby Rutherford (815) 990-1428
 Church (815) 594-2223
• Sunday Worship – 9 a.m.
• Bible Study - Every Monday 9 a.m.
Friendly Folks - Casual Attire - Join Us!

CALVARY CHURCH OF STOCKTON
315 W. Maple St., Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-2414
E-Mail: calvarychurchofstockton@yahoo.com
• Sunday Worship – 10:00 a.m.
• Sunday School – 8:45 a.m.
• Communion and Potluck every 1st Sunday
 (except no potlucks during summer)
• Wednesday Night Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.
• Every other Sat. Youth Group - 6 - 8 p.m.
You may find our facebook page and weekly 
messages by searching for “Calvary Church 
of Stockton on facebook.com

You are welcome! Please visit us!

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ELCA STOCKTON

600 N. Main St., Stockton
Pastor Chrissy Salser (815) 988-9450
E-Mail: clc600@mediacombb.net
Find us on Facebook at ChristOnMainSt
• Worship times:  Saturday, 5:30 p.m.
   Sunday, 10 a.m.
• Sunday School: Sunday, 9 a.m.

EBENEZER – SALEM UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST

P.O. Box 102, Pearl City, IL  61062
Pastor Randy Nicholas
 See Facebook or call 815-291-1965
• Sunday Worship: Currently 8:30 a.m. 
• Jan. worship is at Ebenezer-UCC Church
   5421 S. Stone Church Road

EVANGELICAL FREE 
CHURCH OF LENA

720 N. Freedom Street, Lena, IL  61048
815-369-5591

Pastor Casey Dwyer, Pastor
• Adult bible study and Children’s Sunday 
 School - 8:45 a.m.
• Sunday Morning Worship Service and 
Children’s Church/Nursery  – 10:00 a.m.
• Awana Wednesdays at 6 p.m. (Sept. - April)
• Pastor’s weekly sermons at 
  www.lenafreechurch.org

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
309 S. Main Street, Elizabeth, IL 61028

email: firstumcofelizabeth@gmail.com
Pastor Donna Hoffman   608-293-0163
email: dchoffman8@gmail.com
• Sunday Worship - 8:30 a.m.
• Women’s Faith Group - 
 1st Tuesday monthly - 9:30 a.m.
We are handicapped accessible
Find us on Facebook at 
 www.facebook.com/fumcelizabeth

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

118 East Mason Street, Lena, IL  61048
Vicar Thomas Mosbo (815) 369-5552
• Sunday Worship – 9:30 a.m.
• Sunday School – 10:45 a.m. (Sept. - May)
• Piece Corps Quilters – 
 Wednesdays at 8:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

GRACE BIBLE CHURCH OF 
WOODBINE

1904 S. Vel Tera Road, Elizabeth, IL 61028
Pastor Michael Burdett (815) 858-3843
• Sunday Worship – 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
• Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
• Prayer meeting – Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
Sunday services broadcasted at 11:30 a.m. on 

Radio WCCI 100.3 FM

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC CHURCH
223 E. Front Avenue, Stockton, IL  61085

Father Mike Morrissey (815) 947-2545
• Saturday Evening Mass – 4:30 p.m.
• Sunday Mass – 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. 
  and 5:00 p.m.
• Reconciliation Saturday – 3:30 - 4:15 p.m.
• Parish Hall for Rent – Seats 200

LENA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
118 West Mason Street, Lena, IL  61048

Pastor Melwyn Alagodi (815) 369-5291
• Sunday Worship – 9:00 a.m.
• Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
• Daily Dial-A-Devotion 815-369-4411

MARTINTOWN COMMUNITY 
CHURCH

W8996 Lena St., Martintown, WI 53522
(1 mile north of Winslow, IL)

Pastor Kevin Cernek • 608-558-0974
• Sunday Worship – 8 & 10:30 a.m.

Worship inside or watch from the 
parking lot on the jumbotron

• Sunday School for all ages – 9:30 a.m. 
• Sunday Youth - 6 p.m.
• Tuesday Bible Study - 10:30 a.m.
• Thursday Prayer & Bible Study - 6 p.m.

McCONNELL COMMUNITY CHURCH
211 Hulbert Rd. P.O. Box 97, 

McConnell, IL  61050
815-868-2324

Email: mcconnellcmtychurch@yahoo.com
Pastor Jordan Cernek
• Sunday Worship – 9:00 a.m.
     Fellowship hour after every service
Find us on Facebook
 www.facebook.com/
mcconnellcommunitychurch.com
* We are handicapped accessible

NEW VINE COMMUNITY CHURCH
621 W. Lena St., Lena, IL 61048

(Coach’s Gymnasium)
Pastor Doug Carroll    815-541-4112
• Sunday Worship – 9:00 a.m.
 with fellowship following
• Communion first Sunday of each month
Bible Study Groups available
newvinelena.com
Facebook: New Vine Community Church of 
Lena, IL
* We are handicapped accessible
     

PROVIDENCE PRIMITIVE BAPTIST 
CHURCH

15010 W. Howardsville Road
Lena, IL 61048
217-357-3723

Pastors Robert Webb & Rob Webb
• Sunday Worship 
 - each 3rd Sunday - 10:30 a.m.
Potluck lunch following service

SALEM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
8491 West Salem Road, Lena, IL  61048

(Turn on Salem Road at Eleroy Rest Stop)
Pastor Christopher Ham  (815) 369-4511
• Sunday Worship – 10:00 a.m.
• Adult Sunday School - 9 a.m. 
 (before service)
• Children’s Sunday School - 10 a.m.
 (during service)
*We are handicapped accessible
Watch our services or see our upcoming 
events on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.
com/OldStoneChurchWithTheLightedCross/

SCHAPVILLE ZION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

635 East Schapville Road, 
Elizabeth, IL 61028

Pastor Dottie Morizzo  
 (815) 845-2272  
 Cell (815) 238-0670
www.schapvillezion.org
• Sunday Worship Service – 10:00 a.m.
• Sunday School – 10:00 a.m.
• Bible Study Classes Available

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
536 E. Schapville Road, 
Scales Mound, IL  61054

Church number (815) 845-2061
Rev. James Mehltretter
Website: www.shepherdofhill.com
• Sunday Worship – 8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
• Sunday School (Sept. – May) – 8:45 a.m.
• Holy Communion is celebrated weekly.

ST. ANN CATHOLIC CHURCH
608 East Railroad, Warren, IL  61087

Father Andrew Hernandez (815) 745-2312
• Sunday Mass – 8:00 a.m.
• Reconciliation Sunday – 7:30 - 7:50 a.m.

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod

625 Country Lane Drive, Lena, IL  61048
Rev. Jason Shaw (815) 369-4035
• Saturday Evening Worship – 5:30 p.m.
• Sunday Worship – 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
• Blast Program at 9:00 a.m.
• High School & Adult Sunday School 
    at 9:15 a.m.

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America

229 S. First St., Pearl City, IL 61062
www.stjohnspearlcity.org

815-443-2215
• Sunday Morning Worship – 9:00 a.m.
• Christian Education for all Ages - 10:15 a.m.
Handicapped Accessible

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

8315 S. Massbach Road, Elizabeth, IL  61028
Pastor David Russell
Church: 815-589-3367
• Sunday Worship – 10:00 a.m.

“Celebrating 165 Years of Faith”

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH
105 West Webster, Apple River, IL  61001

Father Andrew Hernandez (815) 745-2312
• Saturday Mass – 6:00 p.m.
• Reconciliation Saturday – 5:30 – 5:50 p.m.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH
410 West Lena Street, Lena, IL  61048
Father Andrew Hernandez (815) 369-2810
• Saturday Mass – 4:00 p.m.
• Sunday Mass – 10:00 a.m.
• Reconciliation Saturday – 3:30 – 3:50 p.m.

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH - 
KENT

The Little Church with a Big Heart
1334 Sunnyside Road, Kent, IL 61044

1/2 mile north on Kent Road
• Sunday Worship – 9:30 a.m.
• Holy Communion every Sunday
• Women Meet at 9 a.m. on the 2nd Sunday
• Chair Lift to Sanctuary

WESLEY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

Corner of Hudson & Benton St., 
Stockton, IL  61085

Pastor Melwyn Alagodi (815) 947-2541
• Sunday Worship – 11 a.m.
• Adult Bible Studies Available
• Communion Every 1st Sunday
• First Sunday potluck following church 
 services.
Find us on website StocktonWUMC.org
or Facebook-Stockton Wesley United 
Methodist Church
* Handicapped Accessible

WINSLOW GRACE BIBLE CHURCH
197 Carver Street, Winslow, IL  61089

Pastor Robert Patin (815) 230-1862
608-669-5770
• Sunday Worship – 10:45 a.m.
• Sunday School – 9:45 a.m.

ZION COMMUNITY CHURCH
10100 W. Sabin Church Rd., 

Pearl City, IL 61062
Pastor Wayne Fischer • 815-266-6260
Pastor Chip Sohl • 815-541-1425
• Sunday Worship Service – 9:00 a.m.
• Children’s Church - during church service
• Prayer Shawl Knitting Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.
• Bible Study Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

449144

Come worship with us!
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HAPPY NEW YEAR
to all of our great

Advertisers and Readers
The Shopper’s Guide
& The Scoop Today

Cyndee & Jessica

410775

St. John’s Lutheran 
Church

 St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Pearl City, will cel-
ebrate the first Sunday of 
Epiphany on Sunday, Jan. 7 at 
9 a.m.  

 The January Grace Meal 
will be served on Sunday, Jan. 
21.  It will consist of meatloaf, 
mashed potatoes, a vegetable, 
and dessert.  Reservations for 
the meal need to be placed by 
Thursday, Jan. 18 and can be 
done so at the church office. 
The Healthy Wolves group 
will be packing backpacks on 
Thursday Jan. 4 at 3:15 p.m.  
If interested in donating to 
this ministry, reach out to the 

church office for more infor-
mation.

 A collection for the Giving 
Tree will run through Jan. 7.  
This year we will be collect-
ing items for the Stephenson 
County Veterans Footlocker.  
There will be a Christmas 
tree in the narthex with paper 
ornaments that have items 
listed that are needed for the 
veterans.  Please take a paper 
ornament with an item that 
you intend to buy and replace 
it with a real ornament that 
is provided.  Then purchase 
the item and put it in the box 
next to the tree so that we can 
provide for the needs of the 
veterans.  Thank you in ad-

vance for your generosity in 
this ministry and for improv-
ing the lives of those that have 
served our country.

 There will be cards and 
dominoes in Luther Hall on 
Thursday, Jan. 28 at 1 p.m.  
The Men’s Breakfast will be 
on Wednesday, Jan. 3 at 7:30 
a.m. at Garden View Restau-
rant in Lena.

 St. John’s Lutheran Church 
of Pearl City is an ELCA 
parish and is located at 229 
First St. in Pearl City.  We are 
handicapped accessible.  If 
you need to contact the pastor 
or church, you may call 815-
443-2215 for information.

Calvary Church of 
Stockton

 Calvary Church of Stock-
ton will be celebrating the 
church’s membership into the 
Global Methodist denomina-
tion on Jan. 7, 2024, at 10:15 
a.m. The GMC is a Wesleyan 
based denomination, and the 
mission is to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ who worship 
passionately, love extrava-
gantly, and witness boldly.  
The church will also be in-
stalling Scott Hess as the Pre-
siding Pastor for Calvary. A 
potluck luncheon will follow 
the worship service.  The pub-
lic is invited to the celebra-
tion.

Prohibition on book bans, right to sue for 
‘deepfake porn’ among new laws in 2024

More than 300 statutes become law in the new year

Church news

By Peter Hancock, Andrew 
Adams and Jerry Nowicki
Capitol News illiNois

More than 300 new laws 
took effect Monday, ranging 
from a ban on book bans to 
the regulation of “deepfake 
porn” and prohibitions on vid-
eoconferencing while driving. 

Thanks to a law signed in 
2019, workers at the lowest 
end of the pay scale will see 
a pay raise with the new year 
as the state minimum wage 
increases by one dollar, to $14 
per hour. 

Gov. JB Pritzker champi-
oned and signed that law after 
it was approved by lawmak-
ers within his first two months 
of office. The law gradually 
phases in a $15 per-hour min-
imum wage starting in 2025.

The minimum wage applies 
to most workers 18 years of 
age and older. Teens who 
work less than 650 hours in 
a calendar year will go up to 
$13 an hour while the mini-
mum wage for tipped workers 
will increase to $9 an hour.

Also going into effect on 
Monday, Illinoisans who 
own guns, ammunition and 
accessories prohibited under 
the state’s “assault weapons” 
ban will be in violation of the 
law if they don’t register them 
with the state. A federal judge 
recently chose not to tempo-
rarily halt the law’s enforce-
ment while a broader legal 
challenge plays out. The U.S. 
Supreme Court also recently 
declined to stay the law. 

While permanent adminis-
trative rules regulating which 
guns and ammunition must 
be registered with the Illinois 
State Police remain in flux, 
temporary rules governing 
registration remain in effect. 

Other laws hitting the books 
include a measure granting 
paid leave to all workers, in-

door vaping restrictions and 
a ban on youth solitary con-
finement in state correctional 
facilities, among others. 

Paid leave for all
Starting Jan. 1, anyone who 

works in Illinois will be enti-
tled to earn up to 40 hours of 
paid leave during a 12-month 
period, time they can take off 
work for any reason, regard-
less of whether they are full-
time, part-time, or seasonal 
employees.

The Paid Leave for All 
Workers Act passed during 
the lame duck session in Janu-
ary, 2023—a session that was 
called primarily to pass the 
assault weapons ban. Pritzker 
signed it into law March 13.

“That is a game changer for 
many employers, particularly 
those who have not previous-
ly offered any type of paid 
leave to their employees,” 
Scott Cruz, a labor attorney, 
said during an interview with 
Capitol News Illinois in No-
vember. 

In particular, he said, the 
law will be a major change for 
waiters, waitresses and oth-
er workers in the hospitality 
industry who have never re-
ceived paid leave benefits in 
the past.

The Illinois Department of 
Labor has published a list of 
frequently asked questions to 
help guide employers and em-
ployees through the new law.

Banning book bans
Libraries in Illinois will 

lose access to grants admin-
istered by the secretary of 
state’s office after Jan. 1 if 
they ban books or other ma-
terial “because of partisan or 
doctrinal disapproval.”

The so-called ban on book 
bans, House Bill 2789, was an 
initiative of Secretary of State 

Alexi Giannoulias. The sec-
retary of state in Illinois also 
serves as the state librarian, 
which awards millions of dol-
lars a year in grants to public 
and school libraries around 
the state.

Under the new law, li-
braries must either adopt the 
American Library Associa-
tion’s Library Bill of Rights 
or develop a written statement 
prohibiting the practice of 
banning specific books or re-
sources.

Giannoulias said he pro-
posed the legislation after 
extremist groups targeted Il-
linois libraries with efforts 
to ban certain materials from 
circulation.

 “The concept of banning 
books contradicts the very 
essence of what our country 
stands for,” he said in a state-
ment. “It also defies what ed-
ucation is all about: teaching 
our children to think for them-
selves. This landmark law is a 
triumph for our democracy, 
a win for First Amendment 
Rights, and a great victory for 
future generations.”  

Digital forgeries
Lawmakers this spring ap-

proved a new protection for 
victims of “deepfake porn.” 
Starting in 2024, people who 
are falsely depicted in sexu-
ally explicit images or videos 
will be able to sue the creator 
of that material. 

The law is an amendment 
to the state’s existing protec-
tions for victims of “revenge 
porn,” which went into effect 
in 2015. 

In recent years, deep-
fakes—images and videos 
that falsely depict someone—
have become more sophisti-
cated with the advent of more 
readily available artificial in-
telligence tools. Women are 

disproportionately the subject 
of deepfake porn. 

Some sponsors of the leg-
islation, notably chief spon-
sor Rep. Jennifer Gong-Ger-
showitz, D-Glenview, have 
indicated interest in further 
regulating the use of artificial 
intelligence.

Zooming while driving
It is now illegal for Illinois 

drivers to participate in vid-
eoconferencing or check their 
social media pages while be-
hind the wheel. 

The law adds the use of any 
mobile videoconferencing 
software, explicitly referenc-
ing Zoom, Microsoft Teams 
and Webex, to banned actions 
under existed distracted driv-
ing laws. 

The law also specifical-
ly names social media sites 
Facebook, Snapchat, Insta-
gram and “Twitter,” which 
was rebranded to X a few 
months after the law’s pas-
sage.

Illinois law currently bans 
cell phone use generally while 
driving, although it does allow 
drivers to use phones through 
hands-free or voice-activated 
means. 

In 2022, more than 24,000 
drivers were cited for distract-
ed driving in Illinois, accord-
ing to the secretary of state’s 
office. 

Illinois drivers continue 
to be able to use cell phones 
in handheld mode if they are 
reporting an emergency, are 
parked on a road’s shoulder 
or if they are stopped due to a 
traffic obstruction and the ve-
hicle is in neutral or park.

Vaping indoors
People who use electronic 

cigarettes or vaping devices 
will now face the same re-
strictions as cigarette smok-

ers. 
It’s an update to the state’s 

Smoke-Free Illinois Act, 
which banned smoking in 
most indoor public spaces 
and within 15 feet of build-
ing entrances in 2008. “Public 
places” include restaurants, 
theaters, offices, stores, librar-
ies, schools, polling places, all 
government-owned buildings 
and banks among others. 

Tobacco stores and vape 
shops are exempt from the 
law, as well as some other 
facilities, such as smoking 
rooms at nursing homes, some 
hotel rooms and tobacco con-
ventions. 

The U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention 
reported this summer that 
in 2021, nearly 5 percent of 
adults were e-cigarette users, 
although that figure was 11 
percent among people 18 to 
24. 

Other new laws
Youth solitary confine-

ment: House Bill 3140 pro-
hibits solitary confinement in 
youth detention facilities for 
any purpose other than tem-
porarily preventing serious 
and immediate risk of physi-
cal harm. 

Grocery initiative: Senate 
Bill 850 created a Grocery 
Initiative program which 
will receive $20 million to 
fund grants and financial aid 
to grocery stores opening or 
operating in “food deserts.” It 
also requires the Department 
of Commerce and Econom-
ic Opportunity to study food 
deserts. 

Underground Railroad 
task force: Senate Bill 1623 
creates the Underground Rail-
road Task Force to develop a 
statewide plan for creating a 
“cohesive statewide history” 
of the Underground Railroad 
and developing new educa-
tional and tourism opportu-
nities.

Utility shutoffs: House Bill 

1541 prohibits utilities from 
shutting off gas or electric 
services due to nonpayment 
of bills when the temperature 
exceeds 90 degrees or there is 
a heat advisory in effect.

Rearview mirrors: It’s 
long been illegal in Illinois to 
hang an object that obstructs 
a driver’s view from a rear-
view mirror. House Bill 2389 
maintains that driving with 
such an obstruction is prohib-
ited, but it also prevents law 
enforcement from stopping 
and searching a vehicle solely 
because the driver is violating 
that law.  

Civil rights violation: Un-
der Senate Bill 1817, anyone 
who considers immigration 
status during a real estate 
transaction, including pur-
chase and rental transactions, 
could be guilty of a civil 
rights violation.

Dangers of fentanyl: 
House Bill 3924 requires 
high schools to teach students 
about the dangers of fentanyl 
in state-required health cours-
es. The coursework would 
include differentiating legal 
and illegal uses of the drug, 
details about “the process of 
lacing fentanyl in other drugs 
and why drugs get laced with 
fentanyl,” as well as informa-
tion on how to detect fentan-
yl in drugs and how to save 
someone from an overdose.

Fentanyl test strips: 
House Bill 3203 allows phar-
macists and retailers to sell 
fentanyl test strips over the 
counter. 

Bears and primates: Sen-
ate Bill 1883 prohibits keep-
ers of bears and nonhuman 
primates from allowing mem-
bers of the general public to 
come into contact with them. 
Violators of the law would 
be subject to a Class B mis-
demeanor. “General public” 
does not include employees at 
the facility where the animal 
is kept, veterinarians or pro-
fessional film crews.
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Affordable health screenings coming to Stockton
 Residents living in and around 

Stockton, IL can learn about their 
risk for cardiovascular disease, 
osteoporosis, diabetes, and other 
chronic, serious conditions with 
affordable screenings by Life Line 
Screening.  Calvary Church of 
Stockton will host this community 
event on Jan. 17, 2024. The site 

is located at 315 W Maple Ave in 
Stockton.

 Screenings can check for the level 
of plaque buildup in your arteries, 
related to risk for cardiovascular 
disease, stroke and overall vascular 
health, HDL and LDL Cholesterol 
levels, diabetes risk, kidney and 
thyroid function, and more. Screenings 

are affordable and convenient.  Free 
parking is also available.  

 Special package pricing starts at 
$159, but consultants will work with 
you to create a package that is right 
for you based on your age and risk 
factors.  Call 1-877-237-1287 or visit 
our website at www.lifelinescreening.
com.  Pre-registration is required.

Around the 
Northern Hills with 
Annette Eggers

 We all 
know how 
important that 
agriculture 
is to our 
county, but 
did you know 
some of the 
statistics that 
support that?  
According 

to the Census of Agriculture, 
Jo Daviess County has 935 
farms with an average farm 
size of 291 acres.  Here are a 
few of the categories that Jo 
Daviess County ranks high in 
the state:

1st in the state for 
production of forages

2nd for production of oats
4th in the numbers of acres 

of corn for silage
2nd in the total number of 

cattle and calves
11th in the total number of 

sheep and lambs
1st in duck production
16th in the number of horses 

and ponies
 We all think of the cattle 

in the county, but did you 
find some surprising numbers 
listed?  We must remember 
that there are a lot of 
connected to agriculture that 
we don’t always think about. 

Join FB ACT text 
messaging 

 The Illinois Farm Bureau 
Agricultural Contact Team 
(FB ACT) is comprised of 
Farm Bureau members who 
are ready to respond to IFB 
action requests.  When Illinois 
Farm Bureau (IFB) issues an 
action request, it signals your 
voice is needed on a major 
action request, or on a major 
legislative or regulatory issue 
facing Illinois farmers.  

 By signing up for FB ACT 
text messages, you will be 
notified the instant your voice 
is needed in Washington D.C., 
or Springfield. To sign up 

or renew your FB ACT text 
message subscription, please 
text the keyword “FARM” to 
this number – 52883, and you 
will be ready to act for ag!

Scholarship 
opportunities

 Students, make sure 
that you are working on 
scholarships!  The Jo Daviess 
County Farm Bureau 
Foundation has scholarships 
available. 

 We again have two 
different scholarships for 
those students majoring in 
an agricultural related field.  
The first scholarship is geared 
specifically to Highland 
Community College (HCC) 
Ag students.  High School 
Seniors or those already 
enrolled at HCC can apply.  

 The second scholarship is 
a general scholarship for any 
post-secondary school.  For 
this scholarship, the student 
needs to be currently in their 
first year of college.  This 
scholarship is only available 
to Jo Daviess County Farm 
Bureau members and their 
children.  You can find the 
application on our website 
at https://jodaviesscfb.com/
scholarships/.  Applications 
are due Mar. 1.

 Additionally, the IAA 
Foundation just announced 
the lineup for the 2024 IAA 
Foundation Scholarships.  
This includes 95 scholarships 
totaling $177,001.  We have 
had several winners from Jo 
Daviess County in the past, 
so I would encourage anyone 
interested to mark Jan. 1 on 
their calendar so they don’t 
miss this great opportunity.   
The link will be live for the 
IAA Foundation website until 
Jan. 1. 

Farm Fun Fact 
 January is National 

Oatmeal Month.

Blood drive coming Jan. 5
A blood drive will be held 

Friday, Jan. 5, 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at Calvary Church of 
Stockton, 315 W. Maple Ave. 
Come give and receive a Red 
Cross t-shirt, limited quanti-
ty. There is automatic entry 
for a chance to win a trip for 
two to Super Bowl LVIII in 

Vegas. Includes travel, hotel, 
$1,000 gift card, pre-game 
activities and more, terms 
apply.

For an appointment, please 
visit RedCrossBlood.org and 
search sponsor code Stock-
tonIL or call Nicole at 563-
275-0597.

submitted Photo Rock Valley Publishing

Welcome to the community!
 Hudson’s Tack and More has officially opened.  On Dec. 18, 2023, Hudson’s Tack celebrated their store opening 
with a ribbon cutting ceremony and a grand opening on Dec. 27.  The shop is located at 110 West Front Avenue, 
Stockton, IL. Stop by the shop and welcome them to the neighborhood!

submitted Photo Rock Valley Publishing

 Hudson’s Tack and More offers horse saddles, tack and gear for every discipline, tack cleaning, consignment 
tack, as well as horse care and gifts.  

Annette 
Eggers

The report recommends 
the state continue investing 
in efforts to make dual cred-
it programs more accessible 
and affordable but that it fo-
cus on increasing dual credit 
offerings in districts that cur-
rently have the lowest par-
ticipation rates, especially 

urban and suburban districts. 
“Only by attending to 

these issues of representation 
can the potential for (dual 
credit) coursework to reduce 
inequities in postsecondary 
educational attainment be 
fulfilled,” the report con-
cludes.

•	Gaps		 (Continued from page 3)
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Christmas cheer in the community
 Commander Marcure of the Stockton American Legion delivers Christmas gifts to six veterans in Alure 
nursing home.  

By Trenten Scheidegger
CoRResPoNdeNt

 The Orangeville Broncos 
recently made a few trips to 
Rockford to compete in Boy-
lan’s Reindeer Games Tourna-
ment.  This year, the Broncos 
were the smallest school in the 
tournament as they faced off 
with some impressive 3A and 
4A competition.  

 Despite that, the Broncos 
put on quite a showing as they 
went 3-1 through the tourna-
ment.  Although the Broncos 
suffered their first loss of the 
season, they came out of the 
tournament feeling even more 
confident about themselves.  
Playing up in competition, the 
Broncos proved they can com-
pete with just about anyone. 

 The Broncos opened the 
tournament on Dec. 27, with 
two games on the schedule.  

The tournament began with 
a matchup against Proviso 
West, which saw the Broncos 
add another impressive victo-
ry to their resume. 

 Orangeville had a dominant 
first quarter as they quickly 
put up 24 points.  Whitney 
Sullivan couldn’t be stopped 
as she put up 15 points in the 
first quarter alone.  For per-
spective, Proviso had just 15 
first quarter points as a team.  
Sullivan matched them as she 
helped the Broncos jump out 
to a 24-15 advantage.

 The Broncos never looked 
back.  The second half was all 
about running out the clock 
on their 15th win of the sea-
son.  Sullivan led the way with 
31 points and Laney Cahoon 
was next up with 18.  Nad-
alee Doyle added seven as the 
Broncos won by a score of 

67-39.  It was a double-double 
performance for Sullivan who 
had 10 rebounds in the win. 

 Later that day, the Broncos 
faced off with Boylan Cath-
olic.  As of the end of 2023, 
Boylan held a record of 15-2.  
One of those victories came 
in a thrilling victory over the 
Broncos. 

 Orangeville gave Boylan 
a run for their money.  At 
the end of the first, the Bron-
cos held an 11-9 advantage.  
By the break, their lead had 
grown to seven as they took a 
19-12 lead into halftime. 

 It was Boylan who came 
out strong in the second half, 
however.  They outscored the 
Broncos 13-9 and 12-9 in the 
third and fourth quarters as 
they forced an overtime pe-
riod.  By that time, Boylan 
had all the momentum as they 

outscored Orangeville 12-4 in 
OT.  Sullivan led the Broncos 
with 23, while Cahoon had 16 
in the loss. 

 Despite watching that 
game slip out of their grasp, 
the Broncos had a couple 
days off before they returned.  
Boylan is a great team, but the 
Broncos came out feeling like 
they let that one get away from 
themselves.  It was a winnable 
game for the Broncos, and 
they came back to prove that 
on Dec. 29. 

 That day, Orangeville took 
on Woodstock-Marian Central 
Catholic in their third game 
of the tournament.  Not only 
were the Broncos eager for a 
win, but one of their key play-
ers, Cahoon, was nearing a 
career milestone.  Orangeville 
wasted little time in getting 
things back on track. 

PantherHawks place seventh at Abe’s Rumble
By Trenten Scheidegger
CoRResPoNdeNt

 Held in the Bank of Spring-
field Center, Abe’s Rumble is 
a Class A Dual Meet.  The 
meet consists of two days 
of competition in a 60-team 
tournament.  The first day of 
the tournament features pool 
play to determine the top 32 
teams.  From there, seeding 
determines the championship 
bracket and eventually splits 
off into 16 gold, 16 silver, 16 
bronze, and 12 team consola-
tion tournaments.  The Goal 
of Abe’s Rumble is to deter-
mine the number one class 
1A wrestling team in all of 

Illinois. 
 This year, the Le-

na-Winslow-Stockton Pan-
therHawks faced off with 
some premier competition in 
the rumble.  Following their 
pool-play, the PantherHawks 
met up with Monticello to 
begin tournament matches. 

 The PantherHawks dom-
inated the mat against Mon-
ticello.  Le-Win-Stockton 
beat Monticello by a score 
of 53-12 as Reece Deme-
ter [120], Karl Hubb [144], 
Jared Dvorak [157], Brady 
Haas [165], and Eli Larson 
[175] picked up victories by 
pinfall.  David Prater [113] 

picked up a major decision 
victory with a score of 14-
5.  Tegan Arnold [126] also 
had a 12-5 decision victory, 
while Mauricio Glass [138] 
won by a score of 12-2.  John 
Mensendike [150] won a 
close 2-1 match over his op-
ponent, and Jeremiah Luke 
[190] picked up a 7-5 victory 
by decision.  Duncan Nevel 
[215] also picked up a win in 
his match. 

 In the round of 15, the 
PantherHawks continued to 
dominate.  This time, they 
faced off with Anna-Jones-
boro, and the dual meet was 
even further out of reach.  

Kameron Rowe [106], Prater, 
Arrison Bauer [132], Hubb, 
Mensendike, Dvorak, Haas, 
Larson, Nevel, Luke, and 
Gannon Dunker [285] all had 
victories by fall. The Pan-
therHawks ran through the 
round of 16 with a 67-12 vic-
tory. 

 In the quarterfinals, Le-
Win-Stockton met up with 
some tougher competition.  
Roxana matched up well 
with the PantherHawks and 
it showed as they edged out 
a 39-30 victory.  Rowe, Prat-
er, Glass, Hubb, Mensendike, 
Dvorak, and Larson did pick 
up victories over their Rox-

ana opponents, but it wasn’t 
enough for a team victory. 

 In the wrestle back round, 
the PantherHawks faced off 
with another tough team in 
Stanford-Olympia.  Le-Win-
Stockton struggled at the low-
er weight classes.   The 106, 
113, 120, 126 weight classes 
all saw victories for Olympia.  
The lightest PantherHawk to 
pick up a win was Bauer, who 
won by technical fall.  In the 
end, Le-Win-Stockton tied 
Olympia 37-37, but Olympia 
held the tie breaker.  

 After that, the Panther-
Hawks faced off with Oregon 
in the seventh-place match.  

There, the PantherHawks 
bounced back with a 55-21 
victory.  Demeter, Bauer, 
Glass, Hubb, Mensendike, 
Haas, Larson, Luke, and 
Dunker all picked up wins 
over Oregon.  Marian Cen-
tral Catholic beat Coal City 
to take this year’s champion-
ship.  

 With that, the Panther-
Hawks proved themselves 
as one of the top teams in 
all of Illinois class 1A wres-
tling.  Le-Win-Stockton is 
set to compete in Durand 
on Jan. 17, 2024, against 
Durand-Pecatonica and Ho-
nonegah.

Village of Lena  happenings
 Thank you to the LBPA 

and volunteers for all the time 
and effort to put together the 
10th Annual Christmas Parade. 
We look forward to anoth-
er fun event next year! Also, 
thank you to the Lena Com-
munity Park District and Lena 
Fire Department for teaming 
up to bring Santa to town for 
Breakfast with Santa.

 Here are a few reminders 
for the winter season when 
there are two or more inches 
of snow accumulation. Over-
night parking is not permit-
ted in the following areas: 
Main St from Washington to 
Freedom, Railroad St from 
Washington to Center, Cen-
ter St from Main to Mason, 
Rantoul St from Main to Ma-
son, Vernon St from Main to 
Mason and Freedom St from 
Main to Mason. All vehicles 
should park on the odd num-
bered side of the street on odd 
numbered days of the month 
and even numbered side of 
the street on even days of the 
month from Nov. 1 to April 
30. Vehicles parked in the 
parking lot on Main St should 
park at the fence side closest 
to the railroad tracks. Follow-
ing these guidelines makes 
plowing more quick, efficient, 
and clean.

 When shoveling your 
driveway or sidewalks, please 
shovel snow into your yard 
and not into the street. If a 
snow event coincides with 
garbage pickup, please bring 
your garbage and recycling 
containers in at your earli-
est convenience to keep the 
streets clear for plowing.

Christmas Tree disposal 
 Lake Le-Aqua-Na will be 

collecting BARE Christmas 
Trees (no lights, ornaments, 
or decorations of any sort) to 
help rebuild the fish habitat at 
Lake Le-Aqua-Na. Bare trees 
can be dropped off at the des-
ignated areas at the Lake Le-
Aqua-Na Park Office or at the 
designated area at the Streets 
Department on Townline Rd. 
If you have any questions, 
please call Village Hall at 
815-369-4016.

Laney Cahoon surpasses 1000 points in year’s Reindeer Games Tournament
 Woodstock-Marian finds 

a way to win more often 
than not.  At the time of their 
matchup with Orangeville, 
W-M held a record of 15-2.  
They found themselves fac-
ing off with an angry Broncos 
squad that wasn’t about to 
drop two straight. 

 Cahoon quickly went to 
work.  In the first quarter, Ca-
hoon hit a pair of three point-
ers as she quickly put up 11 
points.  That allowed Cahoon 
to surpass 1000 career points 
as she sealed her name among 
Orangeville’s best basketball 
players of all time.  

 The Broncos weren’t done 
there.  The Orangeville of-
fense was firing on all cylin-
ders as they went on to dom-

inate W-M 63-35.  Doyle led 
the way in scoring with 22 
points and Sullivan finished 
the day with 20 points.  Ca-
hoon added 16 on her big day. 

 The Broncos closed out the 
tournament with a 59-31 vic-
tory over Harlem.  Cahoon led 
Orangeville in scoring with 20 
points.  Doyle and Sullivan 
each finished the game with 
14. In the end, Cahoon and 
Sullivan were both named to 
this year’s All-Tournament 
team. 

 Following the tournament, 
the Broncos returned to con-
ference play with a 56-21 
victory over Dakota.  Cahoon 
racked up 16 points as Oran-
geville improved to 18-1 on 
the season. 

LocaL news on-Line
rvpnews.

com
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449222
Warren • Orangeville

410936

Industrial • Commercial • Farm
11975 W. Galena Road
Lena • 815-369-4165

Pro Source
Electric and Automation Inc.

Pro Source
Electric and Automation Inc.

449237

Stockton • 815-947-9040
www.sullivanrealty.com

R E A L T Y

TM

410947

Winter Plumbing, Inc.
Scales Mound
815-845-2212

449225

Spinhirne Transfer
Lena

815-275-4215

449224
Lena • 815-369-2222

410944

Davis Lumber Co.

Scales Mound
815-845-2262

449226

Offenheiser Schwarz
Funeral Home

Pearl City
815-443-2212

431007

815-369-4225
www.radersinsurance.com

240 W. Main St., 
Suite A
Lena 410935

Stagecoach Trail
Storage

Gary & Aileen Schreiner
Lena • 815-369-4794

410946

Lena • 815-369-5300

449223

Kempel Urish 
Construction, Inc.

Tony • 815-541-0570
Jamie • 815-541-0272

www.csbnow.com

449235

Happy New Year!

449228

1013 16th Ave. • Monroe
(608) 325-4464

Mon-Thur 10-5 • Fri 10-6 • Sat 10-4
410945

Brandon’s Hardware 
rental & lumBer

lena • 815-369-5542
431006

STOCKTON 
TRAVEL CENTER

Open 24 hours

T H E

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions... Meeting Local Needs

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions... Meeting Local Needs

Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL • Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL • Hanover, IL
Hazel Green, WI • Darlington, WI • Galena, IL – First Community Bank

AppleRiverStateBank.com

Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL • Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL • Hanover, IL
Hazel Green, WI • Darlington, WI • Galena, IL – First Community Bank

AppleRiverStateBank.com

449236

410934

The Scoop Today
&

Shopper’s Guide

449252

Stockton Auto 
Supply - NAPA 

Hwy 20, Stockton
815-947-3216

Join these local businesses in wishing 
everyone a healthy and prosperous 2024

449134
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REMAIN COMPLETELY ANONYMOUS

“Get Involved, Without Getting Involved”
Stephenson County Crime Stop, Inc. est. 1981

Crime Stop Works!
IN STEPHENSON COUNTY

call 815-235-7867 (STOP)

download our app
www.sccrimestop.com @sccrimestop

39
38

74

Winter Special

10% OFF
Adult Orthodontics

448897

449255

Stock Holders Saloon
Apple River

815-594-2244

431008

449258

240 W. Main St., Suite C, Lena
815-369-4747
www.bussianinsurance.com

431037 410939

3982 North Crossroads Road
Lena • 815-821-4032

449245

Lena • 815-369-2803

Join these local businesses in wishing 
everyone a healthy and prosperous 2024

449262

New Year’s financial resolutions
Now that we’ve reached 

2024, you might be thinking 
about your goals and hopes 
for the new year. But in ad-
dition to whatever personal 
resolutions you might make 
— volunteering, going to the 
gym more, learning a new 
language and others — why 
not make some financial res-
olutions, too?

Here are a few to 
consider:

• Boost your retirement 
savings. If you can afford 
it, try to increase your con-
tributions to your IRA and 
401(k) or similar employ-
er-sponsored retirement plan. 
The more you put away in 
these accounts, the great-
er your chances of reaching 
your retirement goals. At a 
minimum, contribute enough 
to your 401(k) to earn your 
employer’s match, if one is 
offered. And whenever your 
salary goes up, consider rais-
ing the amount you put in to 
your 401(k).

• Reduce your debts. It’s 
not always easy to reduce 
your debts — but it’s worth 
the effort. The lower your 
debt load, the greater your 
monthly cash flow. So, look 
for ways to consolidate debts 
or find other, possibly more 
productive, ways of using 
credit. And if you truly can’t 
afford something that’s non-
essential, don’t go into debt 
for it. “Live within your 
means” is an old piece of ad-
vice, but it’s just as valid now 
as ever.

• Build an emergency fund. 
If you suddenly needed a ma-
jor home or car repair, or re-
ceived a large medical bill not 

fully covered by insurance, 
would you have the funds 
available? If not, you might 
be forced to dip into your 
retirement accounts or other 
long-term investments. To 
avoid this possibility, try to 
build an emergency fund con-
taining several months’ worth 
of living expenses, with the 
money kept in a liquid, low-
risk account that’s separate 
from the ones you use to meet 
your daily expenses. It can 
take a while to build such a 
fund, but if you make it a pri-
ority and contribute regular 
amounts each month, you can 
make good progress.

• Avoid emotional deci-
sions. Too many people over-
react to events in the financial 
markets because they let their 
emotions get the better of 
them. If the market is tempo-
rarily down, it doesn’t mean 
you need to sell investments 
to “cut your losses” — es-
pecially if these investments 
still have good fundamentals 
and are still appropriate for 
your portfolio. It can be hard 
to ignore market volatility, 
but you’ll be better off if you 
focus on the long term and 
continue following an invest-
ment strategy that’s designed 

to meet your needs.
• Review your goals. Over 

time, your goals may have 
changed. For example, while 
you once might have wanted 
to retire early, and planned 
for it, you may now find that 
you’d like to work a few 
more years. If that’s the case, 
you may also need to adjust 
your financial and investment 
strategies.

• Revisit your estate plans. 
If you’ve married, divorced, 
remarried or added children 
to your family within the past 
few years, you may need to 
review the account titling and 
beneficiary designations on 
your 401(k) and other retire-
ment assets, along with your 
estate-planning documents, 
such as your will or living 
trust. You might also need 
to revise these documents in 
other ways.

Of course, you may not be 
able to tackle all these reso-
lutions at one time, but if you 
can work at them throughout 
the year, you can potentially 
brighten your financial out-
look in 2024 — and beyond.

This article was written by 
Edward Jones 

Edward Jones, Member 
SIPC

FHN adjusts visitor guidelines 
 As respiratory illnesses spread in the 

community, FHN Memorial Hospital will 
implement enhanced visitor guidelines 
effective Tuesday, Jan. 2, 2024.

 Visiting hours remain between 8 a.m. 
and 8 p.m. daily. No children under the 
age of 18 should visit the hospital. Patients 
are limited to 2 visitors at a time. Masking 
is suggested for all visitors; masking 
is required when visiting patients in droplet 
isolation and for visitors experiencing 

a headache, cough, sore throat, fever of 
100.4F, shortness of breath, joint or muscle 
aches, recent loss of taste or smell, nausea, 
vomiting, diarrhea. 

        As always, visitors must sign in at the 
registration desk to receive a visitor’s badge 
– a photo ID will be requested. People with 
obvious signs of infection should not visit 
the hospital. Please do not visit if you have 
a fever, sore throat, cough, runny nose or 
congestion, upset stomach or are vomiting.

Veterans’ Pantry in need of items
 Items listed below are need-

ed for the Veterans’ Pantry in 
Freeport.  The support of the 
community has been tremen-
dous, and the pantry as well 
as the veterans are so grateful. 
Items may be brought to the 

American Legion Home at 314 
W Main Street on Saturdays 
from 10 to 11 a.m.  Please call 
815-369-4684 to make other 
arrangements. 

 The current needs for the 
Veterans Pantry in Freeport are 

mouthwash, shampoo, condi-
tioner, deodorant, body wash, 
lotion, dish soap, Kleenex, pa-
per towels, toilet tissue, laun-
dry detergent, light bulbs, pil-
lows, soups, food, fruit cups, 
and can openers.
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Game PaGe

Sudoku 
Fun by the Numbers

 Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the 
moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and 
put your sudoku savvy to the test! Here’s How It 
Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, 
the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column 
and box. Each number can appear only once in each 
row, column and box. You can figure out the order in 
which the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The more 
numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the 
puzzle!

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Bleated
  6. Snakelike fish
  9. Database management system
 13. Russian-American violinist
 14. Wendy’s founder Thomas
 15. Ancient Italian-Greek colony
 16. Negatives
 17. Rescued
 18. Self-immolation by fire ritual
 19. Assigns tasks to
 21. Island nation native
 22. Trade
 23. Detergent brand
 24. Famed NY Giant
 25. Before
 28. Split pulses
 29. Extremely angry; highly 
incensed
 31. Body part
 33. American state
 36. David __, US playwright
 38. Move one’s head slightly 
 39. Secret rendezvous
 41. Improved
 44. A place to exercise
 45. 18-year astronomical period
 46. Automobile
 48. You can take it
 49. A radio band
 51. Jaws of an animal
 52. Short-billed rails
 54. Chinese province
 56. Shameless and undisguised
 60. Horizontal passage into a 
mine
 61. Adult males
 62. Fail to entertain
 63. Dried-up
 64. City in north-central Utah
 65. Southern U.S.
 66. German river
 67. Oxygen
 68. Make law
 
CLUES DOWN
  1. Curved segment
  2. Wings
  3. From pentane (Chemistry)
  4. Gradually gets into

  5. Commercial document (abbr.)
  6. Overhang
  7. Christmas and New Year’s 
      have them
  8. Type of bulb
  9. Lacking a plan
 10. Tattle
 11. Rockers like it “heavy”
 12. One who’s been canonized
 14. Indicate time and place
 17. Nobel Prize winner in physics
 20. The voice of Olaf
 21. Fragmented rock
 23. They __
 25. Master of Philosophy
 26. Backside
 27. Landmark house in L.A.
 29. An act of undue intimacy 
 30. From which a later word is 
derived

 32. Equal to 10 meters 
 34. Neither
 35. Computer language
 37. Sacred book of Judaism
 40. A woolen cap of Scottish 
origin
 42. A way to dedicate
 43. Challenges
 47. British Air Aces
 49. Large, influential bank
 50. Portended
 52. Cavalry-sword
 53. Vaccine developer
 55. Napoleonic Wars general
 56. Italian Seaport
 57. Hip joint
 58. __ Clapton, musician
 59. Insect repellent
 61. Decorative scarf
 65. Delaware

BABY
BALLOONS
CALENDAR
CELEBRATE
CHAMPAGNE

CHEERS
CLOCK

CONFETTI
COUNTDOWN

GAMES
GOALS
HAPPY

INVITATION
JANUARY

KISS
MIDNIGHT
NEW YEAR

NOISEMAKER
PARTY

RESOLUTION
STREAMER

TIMES SQUARE
TOAST

Answers on page 19
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Pritzker signs measure allowing new 
small-scale nuclear technology in Illinois
It takes effect in June 2024, but any new construction would take several years

By Jerry Nowicki and 
Andrew Adams
Capitol News illiNois

 Gov. JB Pritzker on Dec. 
8 signed into law a measure 
that will allow for the limited 
development of new nuclear 
power generation technology 
in the state. 

 The measure, House Bill 
2473, does not allow new 
large-scale power generation 
facilities like the six plants 
that are already operational in 
the state, but rather allows for 
new smaller-scale emergent 
technology. 

 Since 1987, the state has 
had a moratorium on any new 
nuclear power construction 
until the federal government 
designates a long-term dis-
posal site for nuclear waste—
something that has never 
occurred. The new law will 
take effect on June 1, 2024, 
but because permitting nucle-
ar energy takes many years 
at the federal level, the ear-
liest a nuclear project could 
be brought online in Illinois 
would be in the 2030s. 

 HB 2473 creates a regula-
tory structure for the construc-
tion of small modular nuclear 
reactors, or SMRs. The bill 
limits the nameplate capacity 
of such reactors to 300 mega-
watts, about one-third the 
size of the smallest of the six 
existing nuclear power plants 
in Illinois. It also requires the 
state to perform a study that 
will inform rules for regu-
lating SMRs, which must be 
adopted by the Illinois Emer-
gency Management Agency 
by January 2026.  

 The bill’s proponents say 
it’s a necessary step as Illi-
nois tries to end its reliance 
on carbon-emitting power 
sources over the next two 
decades. But its opponents 

say it distracts from Illinois’ 
efforts to deploy 100 percent 
renewable energy production 
and is an endorsement of un-
proven technology. 

 The bill passed with bipar-
tisan support in the Senate, 
44-7, and the House, 98-8, 
on the final day of the fall 
veto session last month. The 
opposition came exclusively 
from Democrats. Pritzker ve-
toed an earlier version of the 
measure but helped usher the 
compromise through the leg-
islature. 

The bill’s sponsors said af-
ter its passage that it has the 
potential to bolster Illinois’ 
electric grid reliability as the 
state’s energy mix becomes 
increasingly reliant on inter-
mittent technologies such as 
wind and solar.

 Sen. Sue Rezin, R-Mor-
ris, sponsored the bill in the 
Senate, while Rep. Lance 
Yednock, D-Ottawa, was its 

House sponsor. Rezin noted 
last month that she is partic-
ularly interested in the poten-
tial for SMRs to be developed 
at the sites of former coal 
plants, avoiding the need to 
build new transmission lines, 
although that process could 
take many years.

 David Kraft, an outspoken 
critic of nuclear energy and 
head of the Chicago-based 
advocacy group Nuclear En-
ergy Information Service, 
testified against the measure 
at several points during the 
legislative process.

 Kraft said he was con-
cerned about the lack of exist-
ing SMR installations and the 
unproven nature of the tech-
nology. While some nuclear 
reactors of this scale exist in 
other countries, no commer-
cial SMRs have ever been 
built in the United States. 

 Counting Illinois, 11 states 
currently have some level of 

nuclear construction bans 
on the books. Since 2016, 
five other states have either 
repealed or weakened their 
bans. Several of the states 
that have lifted their bans 
have done so to pave the way 
for SMR technology. 

 But the biggest U.S. player 
in that industry has seen sev-
eral recent setbacks. 

In November, NuScale 
Power—the only company 
with a federally approved 
SMR design—announced 
that it was canceling its high-
ly watched “Carbon Free 
Power Project” in Utah, 
which would have been the 
first commercial project with 
a NuScale reactor. Still, its 
leaders say the company will 
continue with its other proj-
ects, which are at varying 
steps of regulation and plan-
ning. 

who have sent a donation to 
help underwrite the Scoop 

Today/Shopper’s Guide. For 
those of you who haven’t 

done so in the past year, but 
enjoy this newspaper and 

would like to help us pay for 
its operation, please send a 
donation in any amount to:

240 W. Main Street, Suite B • Lena, IL • 61048
If you thInk youR nEWSPAPER IS WoRth

50¢ an issue, it would be $26.00; 75¢ an issue - $39.00 
or $1 an issue - $52.00

You won’t get a Scoop/Shopper’s Guide tote bag, an Apple gift card, or a 
discount on an extended car warranty. But you will get the satisfaction of 

knowing that you have helped support your favorite newspaper.

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

Phone______________________________

__ Please keep my
     paper coming: 437477

the Scoop Today Shopper’s Guide
READERS

Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE, rvpnews.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

392651

The December 
Northwest Illinois 

Daily Drawing winners  
 The Northwest Illinois Daily Drawing (a cooperative 

fundraiser)  December winners are announced.  The Daily 
Drawing is a drawing for 366 daily cash prizes from Oct. 
1, 2023, through Sept. 30, 2024, to those donating for a 
ticket. Over $21,000 is paid out to ticket holders during the 
drawing year. Cash prizes vary between $50 and $250. A 
ticket may win multiple times as each ticket remains in the 
drawing each day for the entire year, no matter how often it 
may be drawn.  

Sponsoring organizations from Jo Daviess, Carroll 
& Stephenson County include: Caring Community of 
Elizabeth, East Dubuque Music Boosters, Eastland Music 
Boosters, Galena Key Club, Hanover Alumni Association, 
Hanover Chamber of Commerce, Lena-Winslow Education 
Foundation, Midwest Medical Center Auxiliary Foundation, 
Pearl City Athletic Boosters, Philanthropic Educational 
Organization-Chapter OH, River Ridge Drama Club, Scales 
Mound Travelers, Stewards of the Upper Mississippi River 
Refuge, Stockton Girls Sports, Warren Athletic Boosters 
and West Carroll Sports Boosters.  

 The December 2023 
winners are:

$50 – Connie Hill, 
Stockton

$50 – Lloyd Haas, 
Elizabeth

$50 – JoAnn Turner, 
Galena

$50 – Janice Durward, 
Thomson

$50 – Kyle Wolff, 
Warren

$50 – David Schirmer, 
Freeport

$50 – Edith Dwinnells, 
Stockton

$50 – Jenny Schnitzler, 
Elizabeth

$50 – Karlene Saunders, 
Warren

$50 – Nick Hyde, 
Chicago

$50 – Penny 
Schelberger, Scales Mound

$50 – Melissa Lawfer, 
Lena

$50 – Keith Johnson, St 
George, UT

$50 – Brenda Allen, 
Elizabeth

$50 – Melody Hammer, 
Stockton

$50 – Nicole Brinker, 
Lanark

$50 – Olivia Schmidt, 
Galena

$50 – Karlene Saunders, 
Warren

$50 – Mason Brown, 
Elizabeth

$50 – Marcia Fleming, 
Geneseo

$50 – Krista Boop, 
Hanover

$50 – Renee VanRaalte, 
Warren

$50 – Ronda Rathje, 
Savanna

$150 – Tom Furlong, 
Galena

$250 – Jan Blair, 
Freeport

$50 – Hanover VFW 
#5300

$50 – Janet Roberts, 
Elizabeth

$50 – Jennifer Kempel, 
Winslow

$50 – LuAnn 
Kratochwill, Galena

$50 – Ed Minertz, 
Sterling

$150 – Debbie Gunther, 
Aurora, CO

See meaSure, Page 19



Page 14        THE SCOOP TODAY / SHOPPER’S GUIDE        Wednesday, Jan. 3, 2024

LEGAL NOTICES
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

SALE:

The following self-storage 
Cube contents containing 
household and other good 
will be sold for cash by 
CubeSmart Asset Man-
agement, LLC as Agent 
for Owner #4409, 555 W. 
South Street Freeport, Il 
61032 to satisfy a lien on 
January 18,2024 at approx. 
1:00 p.m. at www.stor-
agetreasures.com Cube 
1318 Adryanna Pempilton

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

Jan. 3 & 10, 2024)
448863

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 15TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
STEPHENSON COUNTY 
- FREEPORT, ILLINOIS

Wilmington Savings Fund 
Society, FSB, as trustee of 
Stanwich Mortgage Loan 
Trust F
    PLAINTIFF
  Vs.
Rodney C. Bratley; et. al.
    DEFENDANTS

No. 2023FC36
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered in the above cause 
on 08/22/2023, the Sheriff 
of Stephenson County, Il-
linois will on February 15, 
2024 at the hour of 9:30 
AM at Stephenson Coun-
ty Courthouse 15 North 
Galena Avenue 1st Floor, 
West door of courthouse 
Freeport, IL 61032, or in a 
place otherwise designated 
at the time of sale, County 
of Stephenson and State of 
Illinois, sell at public auc-
tion to the highest bidder 
for cash, as set forth below, 
the following described 
real estate:

THE SOUTH 41 FEET 
AND 3 INCHES OF THE 
WEST 165 FEET OF THE 
SOUTH HALF OF LOT 41 
OF POWELL AND WAD-
DELL’S SUBDIVISION 
OF THE EAST HALF 
OF THE NORTHEAST 
QUARTER OF SEC-
TION 36, TOWNSHIP 27 
NORTH, RANGE 7 EAST 
OF THE FOURTH PRIN-
CIPAL MERIDIAN, SIT-
UATED IN THE CITY OF 
FREEPORT, STEPHEN-
SON COUNTY, ILLI-
NOIS; ACCORDING TO 
THE PLAT THEREOF 
RECORDED NOVEM-

BER 11, 1857 IN BOOK 
26 OF DEEDS, PAGE 267

PIN 18-13-36-226-009
Improved with Single 

Family Home
COMMONLY KNOWN 

AS:
307 N. Whistler Ave
Freeport, IL 61032
Sale terms: 10% down 

of the highest bid by cer-
tified funds at the close of 
the auction; The balance, 
including the Judicial sale 
fee for Abandoned Resi-
dential Property Munici-
pality Relief Fund, which 
is calculated at the rate of 
$1 for each $1,000 or frac-
tion thereof of the amount 
paid by the purchaser not 
to exceed $300, in certified 
funds, is due within twen-
ty-four (24) hours. The 
subject property is subject 
to general real estate tax-
es, special assessments, or 
special taxes levied against 
said real estate and is of-
fered for sale without any 
representation as to qual-
ity or quantity of title and 
without recourse to Plain-
tiff and in “AS IS” con-
dition. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by 
the court.

If the property is a con-
dominium and the fore-
closure takes place after 
1/1/2007, purchasers other 
than the mortgagees will 
be required to pay any as-
sessment and legal fees due 
under The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).

If the property is located 
in a common interest com-
munity, purchasers other 
than mortgagees will be 
required to pay any assess-
ment and legal fees due 
under the Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1).

If the sale is set aside for 
any reason, the Purchaser 
at the sale shall be entitled 
only to a return of the de-
posit paid. The Purchaser 
shall have no further re-
course against the Mort-
gagor, the Mortgagee or 
the Mortgagee’s attorney.

Upon payment in full of 
the amount bid, the pur-
chaser shall receive a Cer-
tificate of Sale, which will 
entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after 
Confirmation of the sale. 
The successful purchaser 
has the sole responsibili-
ty/expense of evicting any 
tenants or other individuals 
presently in possession of 
the subject premises.

The property will NOT 

be open for inspection 
and Plaintiff makes no 
representation as to the 
condition of the property. 
Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the 
Court file to verify all in-
formation.

IF YOU ARE THE 
MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE IL-
LINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information: Exam-
ine the court file or con-
tact Plaintiff’s attorney: 
Codilis & Associates, P.C., 
15W030 North Frontage 
Road, Suite 100, Burr 
Ridge, IL 60527, (630) 
794-9876. Please refer to 
file number 14-23-03741.

I3235675
(Published in

The Shopper’s Guide
Jan. 3, 10 & 17, 2024)

449163

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS

U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION,
    PLAINTIFF,
  VS.
LINN PERKINS, 
SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE OF 
JESSIE LEE EVANS, 
DECEASED; ANN 
EVANS A/K/A ANN M 
EVANS; UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS; 
BARBRETTA EVANS; 
KARLOS M EVANS; 
GREGORY A EVANS; 
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND 
LEGATEES OF JESSIE 
LEE EVANS,
    DEFENDANTS.

NO. 2022FC46
701 SOUTH BENTON 
AVENUE 
FREEPORT, IL 61032

NOTICE OF SALE 
PURSUANT TO 
JUDGMENT OF 
FORECLOSURE

UNDER ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE ACT
PUBLIC NOTICE IS 

HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered by the Court in the 
above entitled cause on 
October 26, 2023, Sheriff 

of Stephenson County will 
on 2/6/2024, in Stephen-
son County Courthouse 
15 N. Galena Ave (West 
Door), Freeport, IL 61032, 
at 9:30am, sell at pub-
lic auction and sale to the 
highest bidder for cash, all 
and singular, the following 
described real estate men-
tioned in said Judgment, 
situated in the County of 
Stephenson, State of Illi-
nois, or so much thereof as 
shall be sufficient to satisfy 
said Judgment:

LOT NUMBER SEVEN 
(7) IN BLOCK NUMBER 
THREE (3) IN PURIN-
TON’S ADDITION TO 
THE CITY OF FREE-
PORT, SITUATED IN 
THE CITY OF FREE-
PORT, COUNTY OF 
STEPHENSON IN THE 
STATE OF ILLINOIS.

TAX NO. 18-14-31-436-
007

COMMONLY KNOWN 
AS: 701 South Benton Av-
enue

Freeport, IL 61032
Description of Improve-

ments: The property is a 
single family home.

The Judgment amount 
was $29,170.00.

Sale Terms: This is an 
“AS IS” sale for “CASH”. 
The successful bidder must 
deposit 10% down by cer-
tified funds; balance, by 
certified funds, within 24 
hours. NO REFUNDS.

The subject property 
is subject to general real 
estate taxes, special as-
sessments or special taxes 
levied against said real es-
tate, water bills, etc., and 
is offered for sale without 
any representation as to 
quality or quantity of title 
and without recourse to 
plaintiff. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by 
the court.

Upon payment in full of 
the bid amount, the pur-
chaser shall receive a Cer-
tificate of Sale, which will 
entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT 
be open for inspection. 
Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the 
court file to verify all infor-
mation.

The successful purchaser 
has the sole responsibili-
ty/expense of evicting any 
tenants or other individuals 
presently in possession of 
the subject premises.

If this property is a con-
dominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the 

foreclosure sale, other than 
a mortgagee shall pay the 
assessments and the legal 
fees required by The Con-
dominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and 
(g)(4).

IF YOU ARE THE 
MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE IL-
LINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For Information: Visit our 
website at http://ilforeclo-
suresales.mrpllc.com.

Between 3 p.m. and 5 
p.m. only - McCalla Ray-
mer Leibert Pierce, LLC, 
Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 1 N. 
Dearborn St., Suite 1200, 
Chicago, IL 60602. Tel. 
No. (312) 346-9088. Please 
refer to file# 22-09062IL

PURSUANT TO THE 
FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT, 
THE PLAINTIFF’S AT-
TORNEY IS DEEMED 
TO BE A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT AND 
ANY INFORMATION 
WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.

Plaintiff’s attorney is not 
required to provide addi-
tional information other 
than that set forth in this 
notice of sale.
I3232773

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

Dec. 27, 2023 and Jan. 3 
& 10, 2024)

448459

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS

LAKEVIEW LOAN 
SERVICING, LLC,
    PLAINTIFF,
  VS.
ROBIN LYNN 
MARTIN A/K/A ROBIN 
MARTIN; GERALD 
NORDGREN, SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE 
OF ROBIN LYNN 
MARTIN, DECEASED; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS; 
UNKNOWN HEIRS 
AND LEGATEES OF 
ROBIN LYNN MARTIN; 
JOE ANDREWS A/K/A 
JOSEPH ANDREWS; 
CHRIS ANDREWS 

A/K/A CHRISTOPHER 
ANDREWS; 
GABRIELLE 
ANDREWS; JOSH 
ANDREWS A/K/A 
JOSHUA ANDREWS; 
TYLER ANDREWS; 
ALISSA ANDREWS; 
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND 
LEGATEES OF RICKY 
ANDREWS; UNKNOWN 
HEIRS AND LEGATEES 
OF JOHNNY ANDREWS,
    DEFENDANTS.

NO. 22 FC 55
1011 SOUTH MAPLE 
AVENUE
 FREEPORT, IL 61032 

NOTICE OF SALE 
PURSUANT TO 
JUDGMENT OF 
FORECLOSURE

UNDER ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE ACT
PUBLIC NOTICE IS 

HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered by the Court in the 
above entitled cause on 
November 8, 2023, Sheriff 
of Stephenson County will 
on 2/6/2024, in Stephen-
son County Courthouse 
15 N. Galena Ave (West 
Door), Freeport, IL 61032, 
at 9:30am, sell at pub-
lic auction and sale to the 
highest bidder for cash, all 
and singular, the following 
described real estate men-
tioned in said Judgment, 
situated in the County of 
Stephenson, State of Illi-
nois, or so much thereof as 
shall be sufficient to satisfy 
said Judgment:

COMMENCING AT A 
POINT ON THE SOUTH 
LINE OF LOT 14 IN 
BLOCK 32 IN KNOWL-
TON’S SECOND ADDI-
TION TO THE TOWN 
(NOW CITY) OF FREE-
PORT, WHERE THE 
EAST LINE OF MAPLE 
AVENUE (NOW SOUTH 
MAPLE AVENUE) 
INTERSECTS SAID 
SOUTH LINE; THENCE 
RUNNING EAST 
ALONG SAID SOUTH 
LINE 120 FEET TO A 
POINT 150 FEET WEST 
OF THE WEST LINE OF 
UNION STREET (NOW 
SOUTH CHICAGO AVE-
NUE); THENCE NORTH 
PARALLEL WITH THE 
WEST LINE OF UNION 
STREET (NOW SOUTH 
CHICAGO AVENUE) 65 
FEET; THENCE WEST 
PARALLEL WITH THE 
SOUTH LINE OF SAID 
LOT, 120 FEET TO SAID 
EAST LINE OF MA-

Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page
PLE AVENUE (NOW 
SOUTH MAPLE AVE-
NUE); THENCE SOUTH 
ALONG SAID EAST 
LINE OF MAPLE AVE-
NUE (NOW SOUTH MA-
PLE AVENUE) 65 FEET 
TO THE PLACE OF BE-
GINNING. SITUATED 
IN THE CITY OF FREE-
PORT, STEPHENSON 
COUNTY AND STATE 
OF ILLINOIS.

TAX NO. 18-14-31-453-
013

COMMONLY KNOWN 
AS: 1011 South Maple Av-
enue

Freeport, IL 61032
Description of Improve-

ments: The property is a 
single family. The property 
has a two car garage. The 
garage is detached. The ex-
terior is vinyl siding. The 
color is white. I am unable 
to verify that the gas is on 
or off. I am unable to verify 
that the water is on or off. 
The property has a fence. 
The property is vacant. 
Boarded up front door

The Judgment amount 
was $75,653.70.

Sale Terms: This is an 
“AS IS” sale for “CASH”. 
The successful bidder must 
deposit 10% down by cer-
tified funds; balance, by 
certified funds, within 24 
hours. NO REFUNDS.

The subject property 
is subject to general real 
estate taxes, special as-
sessments or special taxes 
levied against said real es-
tate, water bills, etc., and 
is offered for sale without 
any representation as to 
quality or quantity of title 
and without recourse to 
plaintiff. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by 
the court.

Upon payment in full of 
the bid amount, the pur-
chaser shall receive a Cer-
tificate of Sale, which will 
entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT 
be open for inspection. 
Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the 
court file to verify all infor-
mation.

The successful purchaser 
has the sole responsibili-
ty/expense of evicting any 
tenants or other individuals 
presently in possession of 
the subject premises.

If this property is a con-
dominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale, other than 
a mortgagee shall pay the 

assessments and the legal 
fees required by The Con-
dominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and 
(g)(4).

IF YOU ARE THE 
MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE IL-
LINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For Information: Visit our 
website at http://ilforeclo-
suresales.mrpllc.com.

Between 3 p.m. and 5 
p.m. only - McCalla Ray-
mer Leibert Pierce, LLC, 
Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 1 N. 
Dearborn St., Suite 1200, 
Chicago, IL 60602. Tel. 
No. (312) 346-9088. Please 
refer to file# 22-11906IL

PURSUANT TO THE 
FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT, 
THE PLAINTIFF’S AT-
TORNEY IS DEEMED 
TO BE A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT AND 
ANY INFORMATION 
WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.
Plaintiff’s attorney is not 
required to provide addi-
tional information other 
than that set forth in this 
notice of sale.
I3232775

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

Dec. 27, 2023 and
Jan. 3 & 10, 2024)

448462

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON COUNTY 
- FREEPORT, ILLINOIS

SELECT PORTFOLIO 
SERVICING, INC.,  
    PLAINTIFF
  vs.
MARLEEN M. COON; 
THOMAS E. COON, 
SR. A/K/A THOMAS E. 
COON;
    DEFENDANTS

NO. 2023FC52
Address: 920 S. Chicago 
Avenue Freeport, IL 61032
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS 

HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered in the above cause on 
December 6, 2023, I, Sher-
iff of Stephenson County, 
Illinois, will on January 
18, 2024 at the hour of 

9:30 AM at the Stephen-
son County Courthouse, 15 
North Galena, Freeport, IL 
61032, or in a place other-
wise designated at the time 
of sale, County of Stephen-
son, State of Illinois, sell at 
public auction to the high-
est bidder for cash, as set 
forth below, the following 
described real estate:

THE NORTH 42 1/2 
FEET OF THE EAST 
135 FEET OF LOT 13 IN 
BLOCK 32 IN KNOWL-
TON’S SECOND ADDI-
TION TO THE TOWN 
(NOW CITY) OF FREE-
PORT. EXCEPT THAT 
PART THEREOF TAKEN 
FOR SOUTH CHICAGO 
AVENUE; SITUATED 
IN THE CITY OF FREE-
PORT, STEPHENSON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS

COMMON ADDRESS: 
920 S. Chicago Avenue, 
Freeport, IL 61032

P.I.N.: 18-14-31-453-038
The real estate is im-

proved with a single-fam-
ily residence.

THE JUDGMENT 
AMOUNT WAS: 
$37,426.40

Sale terms: 25% down 
by certified funds; the bal-
ance, by certified funds, 
is due within twenty-four 
(24) hours. The subject 
property is subject to real 
estate taxes, special assess-
ments or special taxes lev-
ied against said real estate 
and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as to 
quality or quantity of title 
and without recourse to 
Plaintiff and in “as is” con-
dition. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by 
the court.

Upon payment in full 
of the amount bid, the 
purchaser shall receive a 
Certificate of Sale, which 
will entitle the purchaser 
to a Deed to the real es-
tate after Confirmation of 
the sale. The property will 
NOT be open for inspec-
tion and Plaintiff makes 
no representations as to 
the condition of the prop-
erty. Prospective bidders 
are admonished to check 
the Court file to verify all 
information.

Pursuant to 735 ILCS 
5/15-1512, the amounts of 
any surplus bid will be held 
by the sheriff until a party 
obtains a Court Order for 
its distribution, or for 60 
days following the date of 
the entry of the order con-
firming sale, at which time, 
in the absence of an order 
directing payment of the 

surplus, it may be automat-
ically forfeited to the State 
without further notice.

If this property is a con-
dominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale, other than 
a mortgagee shall pay the 
assessments and the legal 
fees required by The Con-
dominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and 
(g)(4).

IF YOU ARE THE 
MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE IL-
LINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information: Exam-
ine the court file or contact 
Plaintiff’s attorney: John-
son, Blumberg & Associ-
ates, LLC, 30 N. LaSalle 
St., Suite 3650, Chicago, 
IL 60602, telephone 312-
541-9710. Please refer to 
file number IL 23 0499.
Sheriff of Stephenson 
County, Illinois
Johnson, Blumberg & 
Associates, LLC
30 N. LaSalle St., 
Suite 3650
Chicago, Illinois 60602
Email: ilpleadings@
johnsonblumberg.com
Ph. 312-541-9710 / 
Fax 312-541-9711
JB&A # IL 23 0499
I3234910 

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 
Dec. 20, 27, 2023 &

Jan. 3, 2023)
448630
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Today!

42
51

26

2024 Stateline Fruit 
and Vegetable 
Growers Conference 

 Blueberries, pumpkins, 
apples, and tomatoes are all 
on the agenda for the 28th An-
nual Stateline Fruit and Vege-
table Growers Conference at 
NIU-Rockford in Rockford, 
Illinois, on Monday, Feb. 19. 
Serving commercial growers 
that sell to farmers markets, 
orchards, and other direct to 
consumer channels, this day-
long University of Illinois 
Extension conference pro-
vides educational sessions 
for attendees to learn about 
best practices for the upcom-
ing 2024 season.  

 “I have been privileged to 
coordinate this established 
Extension agricultural con-
ference for the last 10 years” 
states Grant McCarty, Local 
Foods and Small Farms Ed-
ucator serving Jo Daviess, 
Stephenson, and Winnebago 
counties. “Each year, we try 
to provide sessions that our 
Northern Illinois and South-
ern Wisconsin growers need 
to hear from regarding rele-
vant research and best prac-
tices from midwestern Uni-
versity Extension services. 
While specialists from Uni-
versity of Illinois and Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Mad-
ison Extension provide the 
core of the program, we 

have been fortunate to add 
experts from Michigan State 
University and for 2024, will 
include University of Minne-
sota for the first time.”

 The 2024 conference will 
further see a new track of 
sessions for beginning grow-
ers/new farmers in specialty 
crops production. “We un-
derstand growers are busy 
and can’t always get away 
for a multi-day conference. 
This year, we’re thrilled to 
offer the most diverse line-
up of speakers and topics 
yet—all at the same cost and 
central location in Northern 
Illinois, made possible by 
the continued support of our 
sponsors,” shares Sarah Far-
ley, Local Foods and Small 
Farms Educator serving 
Lake and McHenry counties. 
“From cutting-edge research 
to practical tips, we believe 
this conference will provide 
valuable information to both 
new and experienced grow-
ers alike.”  

 The cost for this day-long 
conference is $35 and $25 
for additional employees 
of the same farm. For more 
information and to register, 
please visit go.illinois.edu/
Stateline2024 or by calling 
815-235-4125. 

393041
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Service 
Corner

The Scoop Today 
& Shopper’s 

Guide

449278

10240 N. Old Mill Rd.
McConnell, IL 61050

815-541-3348
heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

410541

WIN WINTER

Wishing you 
and your family 
a VERY Happy 

New Year!
Nick Judge • 815-990-8937
www.sixpointservices.com

Residential and 
Commercial

Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning

Window Washing
Holiday Lighting

Fully insured
413671

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

Rose 
Handyman 

Service
WE DO IT ALL

No job too small
815-990-0095

432030

DeVoe 
License 
& Title 
Service

Call for Appointment
Mon-Fri 

10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Saturday

10 a.m. - noon

216 W. Main • Lena
815-369-5549

368916

Unions look to state for solutions after year of higher ed labor action 
Report finds public university employees paid 21% less than state agency workers in similar jobs 

By Andrew Adams 
Capitol News illiNois

At public universities 
across the state, staff and fac-
ulty unions have faced a con-
tentious year of negotiations 
and, in some cases, strikes. 

Pay has been a major is-
sue on several campuses and 
the unions are now looking 
to Springfield for potential 
reforms to the state’s higher 
education funding. 

At Southern Illinois Uni-
versity Edwardsville, nego-
tiations are ongoing between 
campus leadership and the 
union that represents clerical 
workers. 

Amy Bodenstab, who 
works as an office manager 
in the Department of Teach-
ing and Learning, also picks 
up weekend shifts at a local 
domestic violence shelter and 
contract work in data analyt-
ics to make ends meet.

She is on the bargaining 
team of AFSCME Local 
2887, which has been without 
a contract since June 2022. 
She said the low pay and per-
ceived lack of respect has re-
sulted in high turnover rates, 
hampering university staff’s 
ability to do their jobs. She 
said it’s especially troubling 
because of the complexity 
of the positions her union 
represents, which can in-
volve financial management, 
purchasing, scheduling and 
more. 

“If you’re staff, you’re 

treated as ‘less than,’ ” 
Bodenstab told Capitol News 
Illinois. 

Nicole Franklin, a spokes-
person for the university, 
declined to comment specifi-
cally on the ongoing negoti-
ations but said the university 
“continues to bargain in good 
faith” with the union. 

But Bodenstab’s experi-
ence is echoed on other cam-
puses around Illinois. 

In mid-November, dozens 
of building services, clerical 
and culinary staff at Eastern 
Illinois University held an 
“informational picket” as ne-
gotiations continued between 
the local union and adminis-
trators at the Charleston cam-
pus. 

“The number one issue is 
pay,” Kim Pope, an office 
manager and the head of the 
local union, said.

Negotiations between the 
building services workers at 
Northern Illinois University 
are also ongoing. The head 
of the union there, Patrick 
Sheridan, also said pay is the 
focus of negotiations. 

Research published this 
fall by the Illinois Economic 
policy Institute, a think tank 
with strong ties to organized 
labor, found that pay for staff 
at state universities is 21 per-
cent less than the rate paid to 
employees at state agencies 
who are performing the same 
or similar work.

When controlling for hours 

worked, occupation and sev-
eral demographic factors, the 
research found the average 
staff pay at state universities 
is 14 percent less than at state 
agencies. 

Robert Bruno, a Universi-
ty of Illinois professor in the 
School of Labor and Employ-
ment Relations and lead au-
thor of that report, said these 
trends made him consider the 
impact on staff morale. 

“You worry about turnover, 
about positions not being 
filled, about if people don’t 
feel regarded or respected,” 
Bruno said. 

He also noted these trends 
could be explained by an on-
going trend in higher educa-
tion. 

“It starts to look like a 
more for-profit model,” he 
said. “Part of that is a lack of 
support at the state level.” 

That research and recent 
university staff negotiations 
have led union organizations 
to begin planning a bigger 
request to the state in next 
year’s budget talks – an ask 
that could prove challenging 
as early estimates from Gov. 
JB Pritzker’s budgeting office 
project a revenue shortfall for 
the upcoming fiscal year. 

“We’ll be pushing for an 
appropriation that can be ear-
marked for wages,” Anders 
Lindall, a spokesperson for 
the statewide AFSCME orga-
nization, said.

He specifically pointed to 

Bruno’s research as part of 
the reasoning for this push. 

“We’re going to be talking 
to legislators about these sys-
temic pay gaps,” he said.

AFSCME is one of the 
most powerful lobbying or-
ganizations in Illinois. In the 
2022 election cycle, AFSC-
ME, through its state council 
and national organization, 
spent $2.6 million on cam-
paign contributions and ex-
penditures around the state. 
That includes over $300,000 
each in contributions to 
House Speaker Emanuel 
“Chris” Welch, D-Hillside, 
and Senate President Don 
Harmon, D-Oak Park.

In addition to staff nego-
tiations, the past 12 months 
have seen a wave of strikes 
led by faculty unions. In Jan-
uary, faculty at the University 
of Illinois Chicago struck for 
five days. 

In April, faculty at Chicago 
State University, Governors 
State University and Eastern 
Illinois University all went 
on overlapping strikes, last-
ing between five and 13 days. 
Northeastern Illinois Uni-
versity authorized a strike, 
although the faculty union 
there never formally struck. 

In private higher ed, Co-
lumbia College Chicago fac-
ulty also went on an unusu-
ally long strike which lasted 
all of November and ended in 
mid-December. 

Dan Montgomery, head 

of the Illinois Federation of 
Teachers, said after the Co-
lumbia strike ended that he 
had “never seen anything like 
it in any other year.” 

“We’re a strong labor state. 
I think those trends you’re 
seeing play out in Illinois are 
playing out around the coun-
try,” Montgomery told Capi-
tol News Illinois. “We’re just 
better organized.” 

Montgomery said he is 
“cautiously optimistic” that a 
new funding model being de-
veloped by the Commission 
on Equitable Public Universi-
ty Funding could help allevi-
ate some of the problems that 
led to the strikes.

The commission, which 
was created by the General 
Assembly in 2021, is tasked 
with developing a new model 
for funding higher education. 
The legislature charged the 
commission with “remediat-
ing inequities” in the higher 
education system that have 
led to disparities in access 
for underrepresented students 
such as Black and Hispanic 
students and those who come 
from low-income families.

The commission’s work is 
ongoing but was delayed by 
this summer’s U.S. Supreme 
Court decision about affirma-
tive action and race in higher 
education. While the com-
mission’s work is likely not 
going to impact next year’s 
budget, it could create a dras-
tic shift in the long term. 

The model being developed 
will be similar to the fund-
ing formula used for K-12 
schools in Illinois, which was 
rolled out in 2017. The K-12 
model calls for an added $350 
million in funding each year 
and sets a funding adequacy 
target for each district. It then 
directs greater portions of the 
new funding to the schools 
furthest from their adequacy 

target. 
While the commission has 

not finalized a formula, some 
draft meeting materials pre-
sented at the board’s Novem-
ber meeting suggest it would 
require as much as an overall 
$14,000 per-student increase 
in state appropriations to 
fully fund higher education. 
With 130,000 undergraduates 
and 56,000 graduate students 
enrolled at state universi-
ties this year, these numbers 
suggest the needed funding 
increase could reach into the 
billions. 

Lawmakers allocated about 
$4.5 billion from the state’s 
general revenue fund to high-
er education in the current 
fiscal year.  

Any recommendations 
from the commission, howev-
er, would need to be approved 
by the General Assembly, 
leaving room for doubt when 
it comes to fully implement-
ing – and funding – the com-
mission’s recommendations. 

“The problem is always the 
problem: finding the funds to 
do it,” Montgomery said. 

The state revenue landscape 
could further compound the 
challenge. The Governor’s 
Office of Management and 
Budget is projecting an $891 
million deficit for the upcom-
ing fiscal year 2025, although 
that number drops to $721 
million when accounting for 
the statutory contribution to 
the state’s “rainy day” sav-
ings fund. 

“I think it’s a signal that ev-
erybody, we need to be careful 
in Illinois, we have to balance 
our budget…” Pritzker told 
Capitol News Illinois when 
asked about the projection 
earlier this month. “And so, if 
that requires us to reduce the 
increases that may occur in 
certain programs, maybe that 
will be necessary.” 
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 help wanted

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

 real estate

 real estate

 transportation
Automobiles

2000 S-10 BLAZER 4x4, new 
brakes & tires, 4 dr/power win-
dows. $3,100 OBO 262-914-
1091.

Trucks & Trailers
CARGO TRAILER 5x8 En-
closed, needs cosmetic work. 
Elkhorn location $199. 262-949-
6997.

 for rent
Apartments

 for sale
Announcements

CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Burial Needs
7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to 
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva, 
WI 53147. This is a private sale. 
Contact Randy, the seller at 
randy@slpublishers.com.

Furniture
WHITE brand sewing ma-
chine-Deluxe ZigZag, Model 
STD-270, w/manual, small chest 
full of thread, bobbins, tools, etc. 
$90 cash. 815-541-9729 call or 
txt

Misc. For Sale
BLACK WALNUT meats for bak-
ing or gift giving. $12/quart. Call 
anytime 815-238-0876

Call
815-369-4112

for details
on placing an ad

Time To
Sell Your 
Home?

4
2
2
7
9
1

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial 
status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number 
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OP-
PORTUNITY

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$

IF SO, WE WILL RUN YOUR AD IN THE
SCOOP TODAY AND SHOPPER’S GUIDE AT

No Charge!

Ads will not be accepted without the following information. Only one free ad per month.

YOUR NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you selling a single item for

LESS THAN $100?

$$$ $$$
Private Party Only

Just fill out the coupon below and drop off or mail to:
Rock Valley Publishing, FREE Ad,

240 W Main St Suite B, Lena IL 61048

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

38
81

58

Auction  Deadline
is Noon Friday! 

Contact Rhonda at
rmarshall@rvpublishing.com 

for information on advertising.

Apartments
LENA 1BDR Ground floor apart-
ment. Appliances furnished. 
$395/month. No Smoking 815-
369-2827

For details on 
placing an ad in our

Classified 
Section

Call
815-369-4112
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Reps Wanted

20%-30% Commission
Rates on Sales

Submit your application
to sales@alpineag.xyz
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240 W. Main St., Suite A, Lena, IL 61048
815-369-4225

www.radersinsurance.com 
www.westpointmutual.com
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May You Have A 
Healthy & Prosperous 

New Year
Nick, Annie & Kris

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

By Beth Hundsdorfer
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Local hospitals and health 
departments will get help 
from the Illinois Department 
of Public Health and the Illi-
nois Emergency Management 
Agency to meet the healthcare 
demand during a COVID-19 
surge, adding staffing to pro-
vide medical care and provide 

vaccines and testing.
The state will also help ramp 

up COVID-19 testing, now op-
erating six days a week to in-
crease availability. That started 
Monday.

“We are also increasing test-
ing and continuing to distribute 
monoclonal antibodies, anti-vi-
ral pills and any treatments or 
personal protective equipment 

communities need,” Gov. JB 
Pritzker said during a news 
conference. “I will continue to 
do everything possible to pro-
tect all the people of this state, 
whatever your vaccine status. 
But what kind of year 2022 
turns out to be depends on all 
of us doing what is best for all 
of us.”

 Pritzker was on a call with 

President Joe Biden and the 
National Governors Associa-
tion on Dec. 27 to discuss the 
response to the Omicron vari-
ant.

Illinois Department of Pub-
lic Health Director Dr. Ngozi 
Ezike confirmed that Illinois 
is seeing higher hospitalization 
rates. The state is now averag-
ing 500 hospital admissions a 

State to assist with mass vaccinations, testing 
operations, hospital staffing to battle COVID-19 surge

Illinois will send personnel and resources to county health departments
day due to COVID-19. While 
Illinois was still battling the 
Delta variant of COVID-19, 
the Omicron variant was intro-
duced a couple of weeks ago. 
The Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention said earlier 
last month that the Omicron 
variant is the dominant strain 
of COVID-19 in the U.S. with 
more than 73 percent of new 
cases attributable to the variant.

To protect from the 
COVID-19, harm reduction 
strategies will still need to be 
employed, Ezike said, like 
wearing masks, social distanc-
ing, hand-washing and staying 
away from large crowds.

“We have a vaccine that is 
highly effective at preventing 
severe illness and death,” Ezike 
said. “Currently, we are seeing 
a demand for booster doses, 
but it is critically important for 
those who have yet to receive 
even one dose of vaccine to get 

vaccinated.”
The vast majority of cases, 

hospitalizations and deaths are 
among the unvaccinated, Ezike 
said.

Those most at risk:
· Are more than 65 years old.
· Suffer from heart, liver or 

kidney disease.
· Are immunocompromised.
· Have diabetes.
Vaccine clinics will be held 

in Cook, DuPage, Lake, Will, 
Kane, St. Clair, McLean, San-
gamon, Peoria, Winnebago, 
Jackson and Adams counties. 
Anyone age 12 older can get 
a first or second dose at these 
locations.

Community-based testing 
sites will be open Monday 
through Saturday in Aurora, 
Arlington Heights, South Hol-
land, Fairview Heights, Peo-
ria, Bloomington, Champaign, 
Harwood Heights, Rockford 
and Waukegan.

Jo Daviess food pantry 
fundraiser a success

 Each year Shepherd of the 
Hills Lutheran Church holds 
a Steak Fry with all proceeds 
going to support the seven Jo 
Daviess County food pantries.  
The last two years, due to the 
Covid Pandemic, the church 
has hosted a virtual “Steak 
Fry” to continuing garnering 
support.  On Dec. 27, 2021, 

Larry Cording, Steak Fry 
Chairperson, and Pastor Jim 
Mehltretter met with county 
food pantry representatives.  
Thanks to the generosity of 
“Steak Fry” proceeds and 
congregational donations, 
checks totaling $2,800 were 
dispersed, with a $400 check 
going to each food pantry.
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ACCIDENTS HAPPEN!
Let us take the worry out of having your vehicle repaired.

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 After winning their first 
game of the season, the Le-
na-Winslow boys’ varsity 
basketball squad went on 
a five-game losing streak.  
After a tough loss to a Bel-
leville, Wisconsin team, 
the Panthers struggled to 
recover.  They went on to 
lose their next four, three 
of which were losses by ten 
points or less.  

 With a record of 2-6, the 
Panthers prepared to play in 

the Erie Tournament to end 
their 2021.  Le-Win got the 
tournament off to a good 
start with a 51-46 win over 
Orion.  It was a good confi-
dence boost for the Panthers, 
as they picked up their third 
win of the season with a 
tough opponent ahead. 

 Later that day, the Pan-
thers faced off with a Beech-
er squad in a game that 
would require overtime de-
cide.  Heading into the extra 
period tied 44-44, Beecher 
outscored the Panthers 7-6, 

handing the Panthers their 
seventh loss of the season.  
They would not let the over-
time loss deter them, howev-
er.  The Panthers managed to 
bounce back with back-to-
back wins in their next two 
games.  

 On Wednesday, Decem-
ber 29, the Panthers faced 
off with Mercer County in 
their third game of the tour-
nament.  The first quarter 
had plenty of scoring as both 
teams combined for twen-
ty-five points.  Le-Win held 

the advantage, however, go-
ing into the second quarter 
up 15-10. 

 Luke Benson caught fire 
in the second quarter.  The 
senior guard hit a trio of 
three-pointers and totaled 
thirteen points in the second 
quarter, helping to extend 
the Panthers’ lead.  In fact, 
Luke scored every single 
second quarter point for the 
Panthers, leading them to a 
28-22 lead heading into half-
time. 

 It was Brody Mahon who 

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

Panthers earn back to back wins
took over in the third quarter.  
Mahon posted twelve third 
quarter points, including a 
pair of his own three-point-
ers.  Luke added another 
five points of his own as the 
duo helped the Panthers take 
a 47-31 lead into the final 
quarter.  With a sixteen-point 
cushion, Le-Win managed to 
coast their way to a 56-37 
victory over Mercer County.  
Mahon led the team in scor-
ing with twenty-three points, 
while Luke was right be-
hind him with twenty of his 
own.  Both of them hit four 
three-pointers on the game 
as the Panthers hit on nine 
total threes in the game.  The 
offensive breakout was nice 
to see as Le-Win looks to 
climb back to five hundred 
on the season. 

 The next day, the Panthers 
were set to face off with a 
5-6 Stark County team.  At 
4-7 themselves, the Pan-
thers were slight underdogs.  
However, it appeared to be 
an even matchup from the 
start.  

 It was the three-point 
shot that sparked momentum 
for the Panthers in the first 
quarter.  Both Mahon and 
Ayden Packard hit a three as 
Le-Win looked to keep up 
with Stark Co.  The Panthers 
found themselves trailing 
12-10 at the end of the first. 

 Some good defense in the 
second quarter, to go along 
with six points from Luke, 
the Panthers managed to flip 
the cards before halftime 
as they led Stark Co. 23-18 
heading into the break. 

 Le-Win put on a dis-

play of chemistry in the 
third quarter.  As a team, 
they combined for fourteen 
points.  No individual scored 
more than four points in the 
quarter, however, as five 
Panthers helped contribute 
those fourteen points.  While 
holding Stark to just five 
points in the third, Le-Win 
managed to take another big 
37-23 lead into the fourth. 

 With the fourteen point 
advantage, the Panthers 
managed to coast their way 
to a 40-29 victory for their 
fifth win of the season.  De-
spite being just 1-5 at one 
point, the Panthers are now 
4-2 over their last six games.  
Lena-Winslow Head Coach, 
Kyle Benson, never gave up 
hope on his squad as he re-
mained focused on the task 
at hand.  Quite simply, Kyle 
credits the recent success to 
“just playing better.”  

 The Panthers have gone 
back to the basics and that 
has paid off for them.  Kyle 
explained, we are turning the 
ball over less, taking better 
shots, and playing sound de-
fense.”  While he is satisfied 
with their improvement in 
recent weeks, Kyle remains 
focused on improving each, 
and every, day.  “We still 
have some areas to shore 
up.”  Kyle said, adding “Our 
kids are trusting this process 
and we are hoping our best 
basketball is still ahead of 
us.”  

 The Panthers will be back 
in action on Saturday, Jan-
uary 8, when they travel to 
Orangeville for their first 
game of 2022.  
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The Wheel Deal
Place your car, truck, motorcycle,

boat or RV for one price and it
runs for up to 16 weeks.

$1995
1st three lines

Extra lines are $1.95 each

17 Papers

Starts for 4 weeks and if not sold you call us
and we will renew at no additional charge!

(Maximum run 16 weeks total)
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ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing is looking for a Part-

Time Advertising Sales Executive. 
Approximately 20 hours per week.

We publish newspapers, shoppers, and 
niche publications throughout the stateline. 
You have the opportunity to sell into all Rock 
Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making 
your paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:

Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising
Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com

Fax: (262) 725-6844 NORTH PRAIRIE 
APARTMENTS - STOCKTON

Managed by CMS Management, LLC

Applications are available in the hallway of 
108 building, across from laundry.

This Institution in an Equal Opportunity Provider.

108 Mathilda Drive, Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-2237
1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Apartments

Laundry Facility On-Site • Appliances Furnished
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REAL ESTATE NOTICES
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
STEPHENSON COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION,
    PLAINTIFF,
  VS.
LINN PERKINS, SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE OF JESSIE 
LEE EVANS, DECEASED; ANN 
EVANS A/K/A ANN M EVANS; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS; 
BARBRETTA EVANS; KARLOS 
M EVANS; GREGORY A 
EVANS; UNKNOWN HEIRS 
AND LEGATEES OF JESSIE 
LEE EVANS,
    DEFENDANTS.

NO. 2022FC46
701 SOUTH BENTON AVENUE 
FREEPORT, IL 61032
NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT 

TO JUDGMENT OF 
FORECLOSURE

UNDER ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE ACT

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HERE-
BY GIVEN that pursuant to a 
Judgment of Foreclosure and 
Sale entered by the Court in the 
above entitled cause on October 
26, 2023, Sheriff of Stephenson 
County will on 2/6/2024, in Ste-
phenson County Courthouse 15 
N. Galena Ave (West Door), Free-
port, IL 61032, at 9:30am, sell at 
public auction and sale to the 
highest bidder for cash, all and 
singular, the following described 
real estate mentioned in said 
Judgment, situated in the County 
of Stephenson, State of Illinois, or 
so much thereof as shall be suffi-
cient to satisfy said Judgment:

TAX NO. 18-14-31-436-007
COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 701 

South Benton Avenue
Freeport, IL 61032
Description of Improvements: 

The property is a single family 
home.

The Judgment amount was 
$29,170.00.

Sale Terms: This is an “AS IS” 
sale for “CASH”. The successful 
bidder must deposit 10% down by 
certified funds; balance, by cer-
tified funds, within 24 hours. NO 
REFUNDS.

The subject property is subject 
to general real estate taxes, spe-
cial assessments or special taxes 
levied against said real estate, 
water bills, etc., and is offered for 
sale without any representation 
as to quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to plaintiff. The 
sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.

Upon payment in full of the bid 
amount, the purchaser shall re-
ceive a Certificate of Sale, which 
will entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after con-
firmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open 
for inspection. Prospective bid-
ders are admonished to check the 
court file to verify all information.

The successful purchaser has 
the sole responsibility/expense of 
evicting any tenants or other indi-
viduals presently in possession of 
the subject premises.

If this property is a condominium 
unit, the purchaser of the unit at 
the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee shall pay the assess-

ments and the legal fees required 
by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)
(4).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAG-
OR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For Information: Visit our web-
site at http://ilforeclosuresales.
mrpllc.com.

Between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. 
only - McCalla Raymer Leibert 
Pierce, LLC, Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 
1 N. Dearborn St., Suite 1200, 
Chicago, IL 60602. Tel. No. (312) 
346-9088. Please refer to file# 22-
09062IL

PURSUANT TO THE FAIR 
DEBT COLLECTION PRACTIC-
ES ACT, THE PLAINTIFF’S AT-
TORNEY IS DEEMED TO BE A 
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A DEBT AND 
ANY INFORMATION WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

Plaintiff’s attorney is not re-
quired to provide additional infor-
mation other than that set forth in 
this notice of sale.
I3232773

(Published in The Shopper’s 
Guide Dec. 27, 2023 and

Jan. 3 & 10, 2024)
448460

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
STEPHENSON COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING, 
LLC,
    PLAINTIFF,
  VS.
ROBIN LYNN MARTIN A/K/A 
ROBIN MARTIN; GERALD 
NORDGREN, SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE OF ROBIN 
LYNN MARTIN, DECEASED; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS; 
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND 
LEGATEES OF ROBIN LYNN 
MARTIN; JOE ANDREWS 
A/K/A JOSEPH ANDREWS; 
CHRIS ANDREWS A/K/A 
CHRISTOPHER ANDREWS; 
GABRIELLE ANDREWS; JOSH 
ANDREWS A/K/A JOSHUA 
ANDREWS; TYLER ANDREWS; 
ALISSA ANDREWS; UNKNOWN 
HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF 
RICKY ANDREWS; UNKNOWN 
HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF 
JOHNNY ANDREWS,
    DEFENDANTS.

NO. 22 FC 55
1011 SOUTH MAPLE AVENUE 
FREEPORT, IL 61032 
NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT 

TO JUDGMENT OF 
FORECLOSURE

UNDER ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE ACT

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure and Sale 
entered by the Court in the above 
entitled cause on November 
8, 2023, Sheriff of Stephenson 
County will on 2/6/2024, in Ste-
phenson County Courthouse 15 
N. Galena Ave (West Door), Free-
port, IL 61032, at 9:30am, sell at 
public auction and sale to the 

highest bidder for cash, all and 
singular, the following described 
real estate mentioned in said 
Judgment, situated in the County 
of Stephenson, State of Illinois, or 
so much thereof as shall be suffi-
cient to satisfy said Judgment:

COMMENCING AT A POINT 
ON THE SOUTH LINE OF LOT 
14 IN BLOCK 32 IN

TAX NO. 18-14-31-453-013
COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 

1011 South Maple Avenue
Freeport, IL 61032
Description of Improvements: 

The property is a single family. 
The property has a two car ga-
rage. The garage is detached. 
The exterior is vinyl siding. The 
color is white. I am unable to veri-
fy that the gas is on or off. I am un-
able to verify that the water is on 
or off. The property has a fence. 
The property is vacant. Boarded 
up front door

The Judgment amount was 
$75,653.70.

Sale Terms: This is an “AS IS” 
sale for “CASH”. The successful 
bidder must deposit 10% down by 
certified funds; balance, by cer-
tified funds, within 24 hours. NO 
REFUNDS.

The subject property is subject 
to general real estate taxes, spe-
cial assessments or special taxes 
levied against said real estate, 
water bills, etc., and is offered for 
sale without any representation 
as to quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to plaintiff. The 
sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.

Upon payment in full of the bid 
amount, the purchaser shall re-
ceive a Certificate of Sale, which 
will entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after con-
firmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open 
for inspection. Prospective bid-
ders are admonished to check the 
court file to verify all information.

The successful purchaser has 
the sole responsibility/expense of 
evicting any tenants or other indi-
viduals presently in possession of 
the subject premises.

If this property is a condominium 
unit, the purchaser of the unit at 
the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee shall pay the assess-
ments and the legal fees required 
by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)
(4).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAG-
OR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For Information: Visit our web-
site at http://ilforeclosuresales.
mrpllc.com.

Between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. 
only - McCalla Raymer Leibert 
Pierce, LLC, Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 
1 N. Dearborn St., Suite 1200, 
Chicago, IL 60602. Tel. No. (312) 
346-9088. Please refer to file# 22-
11906IL

PURSUANT TO THE FAIR 
DEBT COLLECTION PRACTIC-
ES ACT, THE PLAINTIFF’S AT-
TORNEY IS DEEMED TO BE A 
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A DEBT AND 

ANY INFORMATION WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

Plaintiff’s attorney is not re-
quired to provide additional infor-
mation other than that set forth in 
this notice of sale.
I3232775

(Published in The Shopper’s 
Guide Dec. 27, 2023 and

Jan. 3 & 10, 2024)
448464

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE 15TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON COUNTY - 
FREEPORT, ILLINOIS

SELECT PORTFOLIO 
SERVICING, INC.,  
    PLAINTIFF
  vs.
MARLEEN M. COON; THOMAS 
E. COON, SR. A/K/A THOMAS 
E. COON;
    DEFENDANTS

NO. 2023FC52
Address: 920 S. Chicago Avenue 
Freeport, IL 61032

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure and Sale 
entered in the above cause on 
December 6, 2023, I, Sheriff of 
Stephenson County, Illinois, will 
on January 18, 2024 at the hour of 
9:30 AM at the Stephenson Coun-
ty Courthouse, 15 North Galena, 
Freeport, IL 61032, or in a place 
otherwise designated at the time 
of sale, County of Stephenson, 
State of Illinois, sell at public auc-
tion to the highest bidder for cash, 
as set forth below, the following 
described real estate:

COMMON ADDRESS: 920 S. 
Chicago Avenue, Freeport, IL 
61032

P.I.N.: 18-14-31-453-038
The real estate is improved with 

a single-family residence.
THE JUDGMENT AMOUNT 

WAS: $37,426.40
Sale terms: 25% down by cer-

tified funds; the balance, by cer-
tified funds, is due within twen-
ty-four (24) hours. The subject 
property is subject to real estate 
taxes, special assessments or 
special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as 
to quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to Plaintiff and 
in “as is” condition. The sale is 
further subject to confirmation by 
the court.

Upon payment in full of the 
amount bid, the purchaser shall 
receive a Certificate of Sale, 
which will entitle the purchaser 
to a Deed to the real estate af-
ter Confirmation of the sale. The 
property will NOT be open for 
inspection and Plaintiff makes no 
representations as to the condi-
tion of the property. Prospective 
bidders are admonished to check 
the Court file to verify all informa-
tion.

Pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/15-
1512, the amounts of any surplus 
bid will be held by the sheriff until 
a party obtains a Court Order for 
its distribution, or for 60 days fol-
lowing the date of the entry of the 
order confirming sale, at which 
time, in the absence of an order 
directing payment of the surplus, 
it may be automatically forfeited 
to the State without further notice.

If this property is a condominium 
unit, the purchaser of the unit at 
the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee shall pay the assess-
ments and the legal fees required 
by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)
(4).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAG-
OR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information: Examine the 
court file or contact Plaintiff’s at-
torney: Johnson, Blumberg & As-
sociates, LLC, 30 N. LaSalle St., 
Suite 3650, Chicago, IL 60602, 
telephone 312-541-9710. Please 
refer to file number IL 23 0499.
Sheriff of Stephenson County, 
Illinois
Johnson, Blumberg 
& Associates, LLC
30 N. LaSalle St., Suite 3650
Chicago, Illinois 60602
Email: ilpleadings@
johnsonblumberg.com
Ph. 312-541-9710 / 
Fax 312-541-9711
JB&A # IL 23 0499
I3234910 

(Published in The Shopper’s 
Guide Dec. 20, 27, 2023

& Jan. 3, 2024)
448631

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE 15TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON COUNTY - 
FREEPORT, ILLINOIS

Wilmington Savings Fund Soci-
ety, FSB, as trustee of Stanwich 
Mortgage Loan Trust F
    PLAINTIFF
  Vs.
Rodney C. Bratley; et. al.
    DEFENDANTS

No. 2023FC36
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE 

OF REAL ESTATE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure and Sale 
entered in the above cause on 
08/22/2023, the Sheriff of Ste-
phenson County, Illinois will on 
February 15, 2024 at the hour of 
9:30 AM at Stephenson Coun-
ty Courthouse 15 North Galena 
Avenue 1st Floor, West door of 
courthouse Freeport, IL 61032, 
or in a place otherwise designat-
ed at the time of sale, County of 
Stephenson and State of Illinois, 
sell at public auction to the high-
est bidder for cash, as set forth 
below, the following described 
real estate:

PIN 18-13-36-226-009
Improved with Single Family 

Home
COMMONLY KNOWN AS:
307 N. Whistler Ave
Freeport, IL 61032
Sale terms: 10% down of the 

highest bid by certified funds at the 
close of the auction; The balance, 
including the Judicial sale fee for 
Abandoned Residential Property 
Municipality Relief Fund, which 
is calculated at the rate of $1 for 
each $1,000 or fraction thereof of 
the amount paid by the purchaser 
not to exceed $300, in certified 
funds, is due within twenty-four 
(24) hours. The subject property 

is subject to general real estate 
taxes, special assessments, or 
special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as 
to quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to Plaintiff and 
in “AS IS” condition. The sale is 
further subject to confirmation by 
the court.

If the property is a condomini-
um and the foreclosure takes 
place after 1/1/2007, purchasers 
other than the mortgagees will be 
required to pay any assessment 
and legal fees due under The 
Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).

If the property is located in 
a common interest community, 
purchasers other than mortgag-
ees will be required to pay any 
assessment and legal fees due 
under the Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

If the sale is set aside for any 
reason, the Purchaser at the sale 
shall be entitled only to a return of 
the deposit paid. The Purchaser 
shall have no further recourse 
against the Mortgagor, the Mort-
gagee or the Mortgagee’s attor-
ney.

Upon payment in full of the 
amount bid, the purchaser shall 
receive a Certificate of Sale, 
which will entitle the purchaser 
to a Deed to the real estate af-
ter Confirmation of the sale. The 
successful purchaser has the sole 
responsibility/expense of evicting 
any tenants or other individuals 
presently in possession of the 
subject premises.

The property will NOT be open 
for inspection and Plaintiff makes 
no representation as to the con-
dition of the property. Prospective 
bidders are admonished to check 
the Court file to verify all informa-
tion.

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAG-
OR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information: Examine the 
court file or contact Plaintiff’s 
attorney: Codilis & Associates, 
P.C., 15W030 North Frontage 
Road, Suite 100, Burr Ridge, IL 
60527, (630) 794-9876. Please 
refer to file number 14-23-03741.

I3235675
(Published in

The Shopper’s Guide
Jan. 3, 10 & 17, 2024)

449164

Can Publish Your
Legals

Call 815-877-4044
or email your

legals to
Legals@rvpublishing.com

Rock ValleyPublishing LLC

425124
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The Scoop Today and Shopper’s Guide are now available 
by FREE eSubscription to residents and businesses in 
Stephenson and Jo Daviess 
Counties.

As an alternative to mail, a free 
digital eSubscription will be 
available by request. A link to your 
eSubscription will be emailed 
to you every week. Now is your 
chance to get your hometown 
news before the newspaper is hot off the press!

The Scoop Today/Shopper’s 
Guide eSubscription can be 
read on a computer, laptop 
or tablet. There will be no 
telemarketing calls, no solicitation, no 
strings attached, just convenient, free delivery, 
compliments of our advertisers.

442678

Get your hometown news 
before it’s hot off the press!

VOL. 89 • NO. 34 YOUR FREE HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER WEDNESDAY, AUG. 16, 2023

the Scoop Today
Serving the communities in Jo Daviess County

438732
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M P C I
Revenue Protection

Winter Wheat-Forage Coverage
Deadline is

September 30, 2023
240 W. Main St., Suite A, 

Lena, IL 61048
815-369-4225

FHN holding 
live and 
virtual 
hiring event 
August 24

 FHN is looking to add tal-
ented and qualified nurses, 
medical assistants, nursing 
assistants, imaging technolo-
gists, and clinical therapists to 
the FHN team with an upcom-
ing Hiring Event.

 On-the spot interviews, 
tours of select departments, 
and real-time offers will be 
available at the event, set for 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday, 
Aug. 24 at FHN Memorial 
Hospital, 1045 W. Stephenson 
Street in Freeport.  “We will 
have representatives in the 
main lobby of the hospital to 
greet candidates,” said FHN 
Talent Acquisition Specialist 
Rilee Smith. “Just identify 
yourself as an interested can-
didate and we’ll get you go-
ing in the right direction to, if 
you’re a good fit for our team, 
walk out with a job offer.”

 FHN offers first-day bene-
fits which includes an exten-
sive benefit package, tuition 
assistance, flexible time off 
and eligible positions may 
qualify for certification and/or 
BSN stipends.

 A virtual option also is 
available now through Aug. 
24 Visit www.fhn.org/hirin-
gevent for more information 
and to begin the process.

 Chuck Jackson presents the Knights of Columbus Scholarship to Olivia Harnish 
on Sunday, Aug. 13. Congratulations, Olivia!
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Local student receives scholarship
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 Alaina Dinderman (Snappy Snazzers) wins the Dairy Showman of Showman class. 
Youth in Stephenson County exhibited 4-H projects this past month at various shows 
held out at the Stephenson County Fairgrounds and at the Stephenson County Farm 
Bureau. For more photos, see inside.

Panthers building 
back in hopes 
of another 
postseason run
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 Excluding the 2020 Covid 
year, the Lena-Winslow Pan-
thers have won three consec-
utive Illinois Class 1A State 
Football Titles.  Although the 
Panthers lost a majority of last 
year’s squad, many believe Le-
Win has what it takes to make 
another deep postseason run. 

 “We lost 10 starters on de-
fense and eight starters on of-
fense,” Lena-Winslow head 
coach Ric Arand shared just 
before practice for the 2023 
season started.  Arand is enter-
ing his 27th season as the Pan-
thers’ head coach.  The expe-
rienced instructor will have to 
find a way to take a roster filled 
mostly with new faces and help 
them reach their full potential 
once again.  

 If anyone is capable of do-
ing that, it’s Arand.  Through 
26 years, Arand holds a career 
record of 234-66.  More than 
Arand, the Panther-Strong pro-
gram has set the standard for 
winning across Illinois High 
School Football.  Not only 
have they captured three con-
secutive titles, but six in total.  
The Panthers have stamped 
their name in the Illinois histo-
ry books and this 2023 squad is 
hoping to do much of the same. 

 Despite losing so many to 
graduation, the Panthers still 
return some familiar names 

this season.  Gage Dunker 
gets plenty of action as he re-
turns as an outside lineback-
er on defense and the team’s 
fullback on offense.  Dunker, 
the younger brother of Gen-
nings Dunker, who is now on 
the Iowa Hawkeyes, looks to 
lead the way for the Panthers.  
Dunker will have some famil-
iar faces blocking ahead of him 
as the Panthers return two start-
ing offensive linemen.  Odin 
Stabenow and Tanner Kempel 
will look to hold things down 
on the edge as the Panthers’ of-
fensive tackles.  

 Outside of that, howev-
er, Le-Win is going to have a 
plethora of new faces on the 
field in 2023.  “We need a lot 
of guys to step up and ma-
ture quickly to be successful,” 
Arand shared. 

 The Panthers will have 
to replace a number of guys 
along the line of scrimmage.  
Luke Kempel, Luke Staben-
ow, Brady Aurand, and Alex 
Packard will all be playing 
on the offensive and defen-
sive line.  Mason Spidahl and 
Quinn Rodebaugh will both 
get opportunities at tight end 
and defensive end as well.  Ca-
sey Klever also lines up at tight 
end on offense, but he’s off the 
line on the defensive side as an 
outside linebacker.  

SUBmITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Stephenson County 4-H Fair winner See PantherS, Page 6
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•	Measure		 (Continued from page 13)

 Rezin told Capitol News Il-
linois last month she hopes Il-
linois’ and other states’ moves 
to reverse their construction 
bans will encourage nuclear 
energy development in the 
U.S. 

 Pritzker did not issue a 

statement but signed the bill 
along with 15 others that were 
sent to his desk following No-
vember’s fall veto session. 
That included a measure a that 
would require the state to pur-
chase exclusively “zero-emis-
sion vehicles,” such as electric 

vehicles, after Jan. 1, 2030.
 Senate Bill 1769 excludes 

law enforcement vehicles and 
vehicles purchased by the Illi-
nois Department of Transpor-
tation as part of a program that 
provides buses to some mass 
transit systems. 

Chicago agriculture tour brings 
rural and urban producers together
 By Erin M. Henkel
FaRmWEEk

Cold rain couldn’t stop a 
busload of Illinois farmers 
from experiencing urban ag-
riculture at the Taste of Illi-
nois on Location in Chicago 
earlier this month.

This year’s urban agri-
culture experience includ-
ed three stops: Windy City 
Mushroom, Green Era Chi-
cago and Wild Blossom Me-
adery and Winery. Each visit 
provided a different per-
spective on producing in the 
city and the opportunities 
for collaboration with rural 
producers in ensuring food 
security.

As participants stepped 
off the bus at the first stop 
at a building resembling a 
warehouse, it was a pleasant 
surprise to walk inside to the 
familiar sight of an auger.

“We think there’s a huge 
problem in our food system 
that we need to be providing 

people with real food, not 
synthetic, hybrid, processed 
or adulterated food,” John 
Staniszewski, co-owner, 
head of sales and mycologist 
for Windy City Mushroom, 
told FarmWeek. “Being able 
to offer this up to the com-
munity at a low, affordable 
cost is really what we’re try-
ing to accomplish here.”

Windy City Mushroom 
was founded at the start of 
the COVID pandemic due 
to a shortage of healthy food 
options, including mush-
rooms, in the city.

The operation grows three 
main types of mushrooms: 
oyster, maitake and lion’s 
mane, and is planning on ex-
panding the facility. Because 
mushrooms differ from tra-
ditional crops, the company 
has relied on innovation and 
experimentation to develop 
their growing process.

The process includes in-
oculating a brick of soy-hull 

and hardwood dust with the 
different fungi spores and 
letting the spores incubate 
and consume the biomass, 
before moving them into 
converted shipping contain-
ers serving as climate-con-
trolled grow rooms.

Staniszewski said using 
soy-hull as a substrate pres-
ents the opportunity for col-
laboration.

“There’s a lot of possi-
bilities for more sustainable 
farming and regenerative 
farming and I think there’s a 
big synergy between us be-
cause a lot of our substrate 
can go to their farms and al-
low their soil to be healthi-
er,” he said.

Staniszewski said the op-
eration can also use pellet-
ized soy-hull for the grow-
ing process.

As members stepped off 
the bus for the second stop 
of the tour, they were greet-
ed by a mosaic mural on the 

side of a Metra overpass 
bridge depicting the cultural 
significance of local food.

The Green Era Campus is 
a multi-million-dollar proj-
ect transforming a 9-acre 
brownstone by restoring 
contaminated soil and using 
an anaerobic digester that 
processes urban food waste 
to create renewable natural 
gas. The anaerobic digest-
er and commercial compost 
building is estimated to di-
vert 42,500 tons of carbon 
dioxide.

The campus grows more 
than 125 varieties of cultur-
ally relevant fruits, vegeta-
bles, herbs and plants at the 
greenhouse and urban farm. 
Once expanded, the campus 
will increase food accessi-

bility for 2,000 people per 
year at the retail store and 
nursery and will provide 500 
people per year with educa-
tional and life-enriching op-
portunities in the Communi-
ty Education Center.

“Experiencing urban ag-
riculture is a wonderful 
thing,” state Rep. Sonya 
Harper, D-Chicago, chair of 
the House Agriculture and 
Conservation Committee, 
told FarmWeek.

“I love the way residents 
in the city are reclaiming 
their land and taking vacant 
spaces and putting them to 
productive use and are tak-
ing their food access in their 
own hands and using these 
spaces to grow; to create op-
portunity; to create dialogue; 

to create community and 
economic development.”

Harper, who grew up in 
rural Pembroke, is also ex-
cited to see rural and urban 
farmers discussing shared 
priorities of ensuring access 
to healthy food.

“We suffer from the same 
issues, but we have this en-
ergy that I think if done right 
can really benefit both urban 
and rural communities, not 
just in Illinois, but all over 
the country,” Harper said.

Green Era Campus part-
ners with Urban Growers 
Collective (UGC) and uses 
urban agriculture to address 
structural inequity to food 
access.

See	tour,	Page	20
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BUY 5 
SAVE $5

MIX & MATCH SALE!

SAVE $5 WHEN
YOU BUY ANY

5 QUALIFYING ITEMS

SEE INSERT
FOR DETAILS

TOMATOES
ON THE
VINE

1.69 lb

Sullivan’s Signature

SUPER LEAN
GROUND 
BEEF ROUND

4.88

1.99

New York 
Style
BAGELS
Select Varieties
4 ct

Niagara
WATER
24 pk/8 oz or
16.9 oz Bottles

2.99

Prices Effective: Wednesday, January 3 thru Tuesday, January 9, 2024
ALL ITEMS WHILE SUPPLIES LAST I NO RAIN CHECKS I NO RETURNS I NO EXCHANGES

ONE  DAY  ONLY 
January  6

Sliced 
to 

Order

59¢
lb

Michigan 
HONEYCRISP
APPLES

2.99lb

Meat Master’s
Deli Fresh
POLISH 
COOKED 
HAM

No 
Limit!

Family Pack
US Grade A
BONELESS 
CHICKEN 
BREAST

1.69lb 3.49

Frescados
TORTILLAS
Low Carb 
White or Wheat 
Carb Fit
8-10 ct

HEALTHY  NEW  YEAR

HEALTHY  NEW  YOU

lb

Copyright © 2024 A2 Advertising, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Written permission is required before use. SullivansFoods_010324_PAGE 1

Like and Follow us on www.facebook.com/sullivansfoods | Check us out or order online at www.sullivansfoods.net | We reserve the right to limit quantities and correct printing errors. All items not available at all stores. 
Sullivan’s Foods has hired a company called Telecheck to process all checks written at our stores. Telecheck has set guidelines in place for processing checks.

Telecheck has a $300 limit for check writing with purchases. If you have an order larger than $300, you may need to pay any remaining balance by cash, credit, or debit card.

BUY 5 
SAVE $5

MIX & MATCH SALE!

SAVE $5 WHEN
YOU BUY ANY

5 QUALIFYING ITEMS

SEE INSERT
FOR DETAILS

TOMATOES
ON THE
VINE

1.69 lb

Sullivan’s Signature

SUPER LEAN
GROUND 
BEEF ROUND

4.88

1.99

New York 
Style
BAGELS
Select Varieties
4 ct

Niagara
WATER
24 pk/8 oz or
16.9 oz Bottles

2.99

Prices Effective: Wednesday, January 3 thru Tuesday, January 9, 2024
ALL ITEMS WHILE SUPPLIES LAST I NO RAIN CHECKS I NO RETURNS I NO EXCHANGES

ONE  DAY  ONLY 
January  6

Sliced 
to 

Order

59¢
lb

Michigan 
HONEYCRISP
APPLES

2.99lb

Meat Master’s
Deli Fresh
POLISH 
COOKED 
HAM

No 
Limit!

Family Pack
US Grade A
BONELESS 
CHICKEN 
BREAST

1.69lb 3.49

Frescados
TORTILLAS
Low Carb 
White or Wheat 
Carb Fit
8-10 ct

HEALTHY  NEW  YEAR

HEALTHY  NEW  YOU

lb

SullivansFoods_010324_PAGE 2

Prices Effective: Wednesday, January 3 thru Tuesday, January 9, 2024

PACKAGED MEATPACKAGED MEAT

Daily’s
SLICED 
BACON

Select Varieties
16 oz 3.99

Carl Buddig
SLICED
LUNCHMEAT
Select Varieties
2 oz

4/$3

Hormel
SLICED 
BACON
40 oz

Nathan’s Famous
BEEF 
FRANKS
Select Varieties
10-14 oz

4.99

Johnsonville
COOKED 
SMOKED
BRATS
Select Varieties
12-14 oz

3.99

El Monterey
SIGNATURE 
BURRITOS OR 
BREAKFAST 
BURRITOS
Select Varieties
4.5-5 oz

4/$5

Gary’s
QUICKSTEAK 
Beef, Corned Beef,
or Chicken
12 oz

5.99

Bar-S
MEAT
FRANKS
Select Varieties
12 oz

4/$5
Odom’s

Tennessee Pride
PORK

SAUSAGE
Hot, Mild or Sage

16 oz
3.99

Simply
SIDE
DISHES
Select Varieties
20-24 oz

2/$6

Sullivan’s Signature
OVEN READY

STUFFED BELL PEPPERS

4.99lb

US Grade A
BONELESS 

CHICKEN BREAST 
TENDERS

2.99lb

US Govt Insp
BONELESS 

SIRLOIN 
PORK CHOPS

1.99lb

US Govt Insp
BONELESS 

PORK SIRLOIN
ROAST

1.89lb

US Govt Insp
 FRESH 

PORK CUTLETS

2.99lb

FRESH MEATFRESH MEAT

5.99lb

Certified Angus Beef ® brand
BONELESS 

STEW MEAT

4.99lb

Certified Angus Beef ® brand
BONELESS 

BOTTOM ROUND 
RUMP ROAST

$4 ea

Certified Angus Beef ® brand
TOP SIRLOIN 

STEAK 8 oz

John Morrell
BRAUNSCHWEIGER

16 oz

2.99

Hillshire Farm
COCKTAIL 
SMOKIES
Original
or Beef
24-28 oz

5.99

Van de Kamp’s
BATTERED 
OR BREADED
FISH TENDERS, 
FILLETS, STICKS
Select Varieties
18-24.6 oz

5.99

Best Choice
COOKED 
SHRIMP
31-40 ct 
12 oz

5.49

Louis Kemp
IMITATION 
CRAB OR 
LOBSTER
Select Varieties
8 oz

2/$5

11.99
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BAKERYBAKERY Cake of the Week
BLACK FOREST
CHOCOLATE
LAYER CAKE 
8 inch Round

7.99

Sullivan’s Signature
COOKIES

Select Varieties
12 ct

5.49

FRUIT FILLED
DANISH SNAILS 

3 ct

3.99

HAMBURGER OR
HOT DOG BUNS

8 ct

2.59

DELIDELI

Sullivan’s Signature 
MACARONI OR
POTATO SALAD

3.99 lb

Deli
MACARONI

& CHEESE

3.59 lb

Deli Fresh 
8 PIECE

FRIED CHICKEN
Two Each: Breast,

Wings, Thighs & Legs

12.99

Mrs. Gerry’s
SEAFOOD

PASTA

5.99 lb

Kretschmar Brand 
OFF THE BONE

TURKEY

8.99 lb

Kretschmar Brand 
COLBY JACK

CHEESE

7.59 lb

Sliced 
to 

Order

Sliced 
to 

Order
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815.369.2311
OPEN 6AM TO 9PM 7 DAYS A WEEK
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PRICE • COVERAGE • SERVICE

Your Independent Agent for All Your Insurance Needs
815-369-4747 • www.bussianinsurance.com 430988

Call for a 
Quote

Gretchen Rackow
815-541-2881

Malcolm Evans, director 
of farms at UGC, said he be-
came interested in farming 
at 9 years old after Erika Al-
len, co-founder of Green Era 
Campus and co-CEO of UGC, 
started a community garden in 
his neighborhood.

“For me and my brothers at 
the time, we were just trying 
to see what was going on in 
the neighborhood, what they 
do and to get something to eat.

Evans said the garden be-
came a place where he felt 
safe and learned the impact 

farming can have on commu-
nity.

“Folks want this, and I 
think about us doing this here 
and these neighborhoods that 
already have food deserts 
or the neighborhoods that 
have shortages of food or no 
healthy food,” Evans said. “I 
think this is going to change 
the world. The neighborhood 
is going to feel safer because 
of what we’re doing.”

The third stop on the tour 
offered members a warmer af-
ternoon experiencing the deli-
cious result of Greg Fischer’s 
busy beehives at Wild Blos-
som Meadery and Winery.

For more than two decades, 
Wild Blossom Meadery and 
Winery has been using local 
ingredients to produce sus-
tainable beverages and build-
ing a “strong food system.”

For each bottle of wine pro-

duced, the company estimates 
around 2 million flowers are 
pollinated by their bees, pro-
ducing between 20 to 40 mil-
lion seeds.

“Bees themselves are very 
important to agriculture. We 
need bees and actually the 
bees are almost telling us the 
state of the state, almost like a 
canary in a coal mine,” Fisch-
er said. “Bees are really some-
times the foundation of the ag 
system, and the more bees are 
healthy, then we’re getting 
more crops.”

Fischer, who grew up on 
a farm in upstate New-York, 
said he enjoys working with 
farmers to build a strong food 
system that doesn’t rely on 
other countries.

This story was distributed 
through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Asso-
ciation. For more food and 
farming news, visit FarmWee-
kNow.com. 

•	Tour		 (Continued from page 19)
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