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Guest artist visits Stockton Middle School
 The Art Department at Stockton Middle School welcomed Staff Sergeant Dylan 
Hill, United States Marine Corps, as a guest artist. Staff Sergeant Hill carves crayons 
into people, such as soldiers at attention. While he demonstrated the techniques he 
uses with small carving tools, the students practiced the techniques as well. They 
discussed how something like unexpected air bubbles in the crayons presented chal-
lenges to the overall sculpture. Sgt. Hill informed the students that it was a great 

way to learn how to deal with unexpected challenges, think outside the box, and be 
creative.
 Thank you, Sgt. Hill for visiting!
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Farm and crop insurance policies issued by COUNTRY 
Mutual Insurance Company®, Bloomington, Illinois, 
an equal opportunity provider.

Stacey Block
202 S Schuyler 
Po Box 669 
Lena, IL 61048-0669 
www.countryfinancial.com/stacey.block 
stacey.block@countryfinancial.com 
(815)369-4581
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Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor
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Member SIPC

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor
.

640 W South St 4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

Member SIPC

Tap into the 
benefits that 
CDs bring

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 01/30/24. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-
issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per 
depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please 
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to 
availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest 
rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can 
lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal 
may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution 
of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are 
issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the 
Depository Trust Corp. (DTC). 450702

1-year 4.85%
APY*

Bank-issued, 

FDIC-insured

CDs may seem uninteresting, but that’s their superpower. As an investment vehicle, they 
offer competitive rates while generally being predictable and dependable. Call us to 

learn more about our boring CDs with no-so-boring rates.

Salem United Church 
of Christ

 Join for a service led by 
Pastor Christopher Ham at 
Salem United Church of 
Christ, 8491 West Salem 
Road, Lena, Illinois, this 
Sunday, Feb. 11, 2024, at 
10 a.m. The Adult Sunday 
School will be hosted prior to 
service, starting at 9 a.m. on 
the lower level of the church. 
Children’s Sunday School is 
held during church service, at 
10 a.m.

 The Wednesday Break-
fast Bunch will be meeting 
Wednesday, Feb. 7, 2024, 
at Beltline Café, 325 West 
South Street, Freeport, IL.  

Everyone is welcome to join.
 If you would like to par-

ticipate in a fun evening of 
crafting, please join us for 
Crafternoon from 4 to 7 p.m. 
on the third Wednesday of 
each month. During this time 
there are snacks, a brief de-
votional thought, and plenty 
of time to work on crafts in-
dividually or together. This 
is hosted on the lower level 
of Salem United Church of 
Christ, and all are welcome 
to join.

 For more information on 
any Salem related items, 
please contact 815-369-4511 
or salemwingsofjoy@yahoo.
com.

St. John’s Lutheran 
Church

 St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Pearl City, will cel-
ebrate the sixth Sunday of 
Epiphany on Sunday, Feb. 11 
at 9 a.m. and Ash Wednesday 
service with the imposition of 
ashes will be on Wednesday, 
Feb. 14 at 7 p.m.

 The Men’s breakfast will 
be on Wednesday, February 
7th at 7:30 a.m. at Garden 
View restaurant in Lena.

 The February Grace Meal 
will be on Sunday, Feb. 18.  
People can pick up a meal 
between 11 a.m. and 12:30 
p.m.  Reservations are due in 
the church office by Thurs-
day, Feb. 15.  The menu for 
the February meal will be 

chili, cornbread, and pudding.  
This meal is possible due to 
donations and a grant from 
the Foundation of Northwest 
Illinois.

 The Healthy Wolves group 
will be packing backpacks on 
Thursday, Feb. 8 at 3:15 p.m.  
If interested in donating to 
this ministry, reach out to the 
church office for more infor-
mation.

 St. John’s Lutheran Church 
of Pearl City is an ELCA 
parish and is located at 229 
First St. in Pearl City.  We are 
handicapped accessible.  If 
you need to contact the pastor 
or church, you may call 815-
443-2215 for information.

St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church of Elizabeth 
 When many churches are 

closing due to lack of young 
members joining, St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church in Eliza-
beth with Pastor Mike Nes-
bit has seen a steady growth 
in the years since COVID. 

This growth is especially 
seen in the increased number 
of young families joining the 
church.

 At the quarterly meeting 
held after church service on 
Jan. 28, six new voters were 
welcomed. Donations for 
2023 year-end to the Eliza-
beth and Hanover Fire De-
partments, as well as the 
Elizabeth Ambulance (serv-
ing both communities) were 
announced. Planning for 
2024 is well underway with 
fellowship and social events, 
educational opportunities, and 
community services. The pic-
ture directory is being updat-
ed and the 2024 budget was 
approved. 

 Services are held Sunday 
morning at 9 a.m. with live 
music and bands three Sun-
days of the month. Summer 
services are held outside on 
the grassy lawn by the pa-
vilion, with live music each 
week (bring a lawn chair). 
Coffee is served every Sun-
day.

James schmidecamp
 James Schmidecamp, 

born June 24, 1937, to John 
and Alma Schmidecamp in 
Stephenson County, died at 
home Jan. 31, 2024. He mar-
ried Janet Brandt on June 17, 
1961. He and his wife farmed 
in the Shannon area until his 
retirement in 2009. In addi-
tion to farming, Jim served 
as a township auditor, was a 
member of the Carroll Coun-
ty Livestock Feeders Associ-
ation, and was runner-up as 
Carroll County’s Outstand-
ing Young Farmer in 1972. 
He also served in the Nation 
Guard. 

 His hobbies in addition to 
farming were few. He enjoyed 
woodworking and home im-
provement projects made for 
his children and grandchil-
dren. He also enjoyed music, 
family activities, attending 
his grandchildren’s events, 
and supporting members of 
his church family at Zion 
Community Church in Pearl 
City. Jim delighted in travel 
to the western United States, 
with trips to Alaska and Ha-
waii being among his favorite 
journeys. He made sure that 
his family always took yearly 
vacations. 

 His talents included being 

able to cre-
ate new uses 
for repur-
posed items, 
long before 
r e c y c l i n g 
became pop-
ular. Always 
a farmer, 
his favorite 

phrase was “it depends on the 
weather”, which resulted in 
many family jokes through 
the years.

 Survivors include his wife, 
Jan, his daughters, Lori (Den-
nis) Byrd and Lisa (James) 
Cassioppi, and their families, 
including three grandchildren, 
CJ, Ben, and Anna. He is also 
survived by a sister, Marilyn 
(Gary) Flickinger. He was 
preceded in death by a broth-
er, Jackie. 

 A funeral service will be 
held on Friday, Feb. 9, 2024, 
at Zion Community Church 
of Pearl City at 11 a.m. with 
a visitation beginning at 10 
a.m. Interment will take place 
at Chapel Hill Memorial 
Gardens in Freeport. In 
lieu of flowers a memorial 
fund has been established. 
Condolences may be shared at 
www.hermannfuneralhome.
com.

Regional Spelling Bee
 The Regional Office of 

Education #8 will be hosting 
the Regional Spelling Bee on 
February 13, 2024, at 7 p.m. at 
Highland Community College. 
If there is inclement weather, 
the Regional Spelling Bee will 
be held on Feb. 15, 2024, at the 
same time and location.

Female veterans brunch
 The Lena American Legion 

Auxiliary will honor female 
veterans with a brunch on Sat-
urday, April 20, 2024, at 9:30 
a.m.  This will be held at the 
Lena American Legion Home 
at 316 W. Main St., Lena.  
There will be no charge for this 
brunch.  Please and join for 
fellowship and entertainment. 
Please call 815-369-4684 or 
email  jamcps54@yahoo.com 
with any questions or to make 
reservations. Reservations are 
requested by April 10.

Savanna Community 
Blood Drive 

 The Savanna Community 
Blood Drive will be held on 
Friday, Feb. 9 from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at the Savanna Fire De-
partment Truck Bay, 101 Main 
Street, Savanna.

 Appointments are pre-
ferred, but walk-ins are wel-
come. To make an appoint-
ment to donate, please call the 
Red Cross at 815-632-7384 or 

Comptroller urges awareness of tax scams
Capitol news illinois

State Comptroller Susana 
Mendoza is warning Illinois-
ans of email, phone and mail 
tax scams as the 2024 filing 
season begins.

One scam, for example, 
may contain a letter in a card-
board envelope with an IRS 
letterhead that contains the 
text “about your unclaimed 
refund.” That letter may re-
quest personal information 
such as a photo of a driver’s 
license or Social Security 
number. The contact infor-
mation on the letter, however, 
does not belong to the IRS. 

Telephone scammers often 
target recent immigrants and 
threaten arrest or deportation 
if the person doesn’t send 
payment, often in the form of 
a gift card or wire transfer. 

“Remember, neither the 
state nor the federal gov-
ernment will call taxpayers, 
threatening them and de-
manding payment via a wire 
transfer, or credit or debit 
card,” Mendoza said in a 
statement. 

Mendoza’s office noted 
some Illinoisans have been 
targeted for false unemploy-
ment claims. The state sends 
1099-G forms to people who 
have claimed unemployment. 

If you receive such a form but 
did not collect such benefits, 
you can contact the Illinois 
Department of Employment 
Security to report fraud. 

Email and text message 
scams use the IRS logo seek-
ing personal or financial in-
formation. Anyone receiving 
such an email can report it to 
the IRS at phishing@irs.gov. 

Individuals should also 
avoid tax preparers who are 
unwilling to sign the forms 
they have prepared. 

Once tax returns are filed, 
Illinoisans can track their 
state tax refund at myrefund.
illinoiscomptroller.gov.

$55 million in grant 
funding will go to 111 
local park projects

 The state announced 111 
parks and recreation projects 
throughout Illinois will re-
ceive a portion of $55 million 
in state funding this year. 

The Open Space Land Ac-
quisition and Development 
grant program administered 
by the Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources is a 
cost-sharing program be-
tween state and local govern-
ments to help further outdoor 
recreation projects.

Gov. JB Pritzker’s office 

noted $18.7 million of the 
funding will go toward proj-
ects in 32 economically or 
physically distressed commu-
nities. Those categories are 
calculated based on land val-
ue, poverty rates and wheth-
er the area has experienced a 
natural disaster or catastroph-
ic event. 

The awards included a 
$600,000 grant for the Car-
bondale Park District in Jack-
son County, which will over-
see a renovation of Crispus 
Attucks Park that includes the 
replacement of playground 
equipment that will make it 
disabled-accessible.

The city of Toulon in Stark 
County will receive $600,000 
to renovate a city park to in-
clude a splash pad, resurfac-
ing a half-basketball court, 
and making a full basketball 
court a multi-use space. Play-
ground equipment will also be 
made disabled-accessible. 

Projects in 45 counties will 
receive funding from the OS-
LAD program this year.  

New State Police facility 
designs

The Illinois State Police 
released designs for a new 
headquarters and forensic 
laboratory in Joliet last week. 

The structures are expected to 
cost a combined $76.5 mil-
lion, funded through the $45 
billion Rebuild Illinois capital 
infrastructure program that 
originally passed in 2019. 

The two buildings are ap-
proximately 75,000 square 
feet combined on 12 acres of 
land adjacent to an existing 
ISP building and firing range 
in Will County. 

The new forensics lab will 
replace the current Joliet fa-
cility that was built in 1964 
and will include space for 
testing DNA, firearms, latent 
prints, controlled substances, 
footwear, tire tracks and tox-
icology, along with areas for 
processing crime scene evi-
dence.

The new facility will house 
an ISP investigation zone 
and serve as headquarters for 
ISP’s Troop 3, which serves 
from Will and Grundy coun-
ties to the state’s northern 
border, excluding DuPage 
County. The building will 
contain several offices, train-
ing rooms, interview rooms, 
an evidence area, and a large 
garage for vehicle storage and 
inspection work, according to 
ISP.

The project is scheduled to 
go out for bids in the spring.

Obituary

Church news News 
briefs

your source for on-line news:
RVPNEWS.

COM

See briefS, Page 3
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Little Blackhawks
 Pictured are the Stockton Elementary Little Blackhawks of the week. These students have been recog-
nized for doing great work and having excellent behavior.  Congratulations for continuing to do great things 
at school.
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Thank You
The entire Magee family would like to express our sincere 
gratitude & appreciation for all of your thoughtfulness & 
kindness extended to us during Teresa’s illness & passing. 
It’s truly a “blessing” to live in such a supportive & caring 
community. Thank you again for all the food, plants, flowers, 
cards & especially the prayers! It will all long be remembered.

Gene, Mish, Brian & Sam Magee
450627

Around the 
Northern Hills

Heart Month 
 February is American 

Heart Month. It’s a time 
dedicated to raising 
awareness about heart health 
and promoting a healthy 
lifestyle. Heart disease is 
the leading cause of death 
in the United States, so it’s 
important to take care of our 
hearts. That being said, it’s 
a great time to have your 
blood pressure checked.   
Did you know that the Jo 
Daviess County Health 
Department has a free blood 
pressure screening program? 
Walk-ins are welcome, but it 
is preferred that individuals 
call the office at 815-777-
0263 ext. 531 to ensure a 
nurse is available.

Stay connected
 We are always looking 

for ways to communicate 
with our members.  Many 
people read my column in 
the paper, others follow us 
on Facebook or Instagram, 
but would you like to receive 
Jo Daviess County Farm 
Bureau news directly to 
your inbox?  Share your 
email with us and we will 
make sure to add you to our 
periodic email newsletter.  
If you are interested, please 
share your email with me at 
jdcfbmgr@gmail.com.

Scholarships program
 The Jo Daviess County 

Farm Bureau Foundation’s 
scholarship program 
provides scholarships to 
students who are majoring 
in agriculture, agribusiness, 
vocational or an agriculture 
related course of study. The 
scholarships are awarded 
on the basis of exceptional 
scholastic ability.   

 All applicants must meet 
these eligibility guidelines:

1.  Must be a Jo Daviess 
County Farm Bureau 
member, spouse of member 
or member’s child.

2. Must be accepted for 

enrollment or be enrolled 
at an accredited college, 
university, community 
college or vocational/ 
technical school.

3. Must be majoring in 
agriculture or an ag-related 
study. 

4. Must exhibit potential 
for successful completion of 
study.

 General scholarship 
applications must have 
successfully completed 
12 college credits and 
be enrolled as a full-
time student (up to two 
$500 scholarships will 
be awarded). Highland 
Community College 
applicants do not have to 
have any college credits 
completed to apply for 
the scholarship (up to two 
$500 scholarships will be 
awarded). A copy of the 
application can be found 
at www.jodaviesscfb.com.  
Click on the foundation 
tab to find the link to the 
application.

Young Leaders 
Committee

 The Young Leaders 
Committee will have their 
next meeting on Sunday, 
Feb. 25 at 6 p.m. here at 
the farm bureau office 
in Elizabeth.     Anyone 
between the ages of 18 and 
35 and has an interest in 
agriculture is welcome to 
attend.  

Farm Fun Fact 
 Americans today consume 

17.3 billion quarts of popped 
popcorn each year.  The 
average American eats about 
68 quarts! 

by
AnnETTE
EggErS 
Jo Daviess 
County Farm 
Bureau

go to redcross.org. To stream-
line the donation and save up 
to 15 minutes, visit RedCross-
Blood.org/RapidPass to com-
plete a pre-donation reading 
and questionnaire on the day 
of the appointment.

Seasons of Life Ladies 
Conference

 Cedarville Baptist Church 
will host Seasons of Life La-
dies Conference on Friday, 
April 26 and Saturday, April 
27.  Enjoy dinner at 5 p.m. 
and Christa Mielke at 6 p.m. 
on Friday. On Saturday from 
9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. attendees 
will hear from Christa Mielke 
and Cheryl Stitzinger. Lunch 
will be served at 12:30 p.m. 
followed by a presentation by 
Tom Meyer at 2 p.m. 

 Early registration is $35 

per adult and $15 per youth. 
After March 16 the price is 
$40 per adult $20 per youth.

Saturday 2p.m. only costs 
$10. Call or Email Pastor Pan-
konin at 507-276-1436 or jd-
pankonin@gmail.com with 
any questions. 

Lanark Public Library 
event

 The Friends of the Lanark 
Public Library invite the pub-
lic on Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024 
at 6:30 p.m. to be entertained 
by Ann Young, former Free-
port Journal Standard colum-
nist.  Her program, “Good, 
Bad and Ugly of Travel” will 
be presented at 111 S. Broad 
St.  No fee, no registration, 
just come, relax and enjoy the 
evening.

American Legion 
Auxiliary meeting

 The February meeting of 
the American Legion Auxil-
iary will meet on Wednesday, 
Feb. 14, at the Lena Ameri-
can Legion Home at 6 p.m.  
Delegates will be selected to 
American Legion Auxiliary 
Illini Girls State and tray fa-
vors for the hospitalized vet-
erans will be made.  Dues will 
be collected.  New members 
are always welcome.  Kathy 
Pignato is in charge of the 
social hour.  Junior members 
will meet on Feb. 10 at 10 

a.m. at the American Legion 
Home.  The meeting will con-
sist of working on earning 
patches, a fun project, and a 
service project.

Blackhawk Unit of 
SCAHCE meeting

 The Blackhawk Unit of the 
Stephenson County Associa-
tion of Home and Communi-
ty Education (SCAHCE) will 
meet Feb. 15 at 1 p.m. at the 
Pearl City Library.  Judy Ship-
pee will be giving the lesson 
on cheese.  Program books for 
the year will be filled out. 

•	Briefs		 (Continued from page 2)

Your “Main Street Chiropractors”
with over 40 years service to our community

• Palmer Graduates 
• Digital X-Ray

• BCBS, Quartz and Medicare Provider

238 W. Main St. • Lena
815-369-4974

M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Saturday by Appointment.

434622

Dr. Jared Liles  &  Dr. Jim Liles
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FREELANCE REPORTERS
AND PHOTOGRAPHERS

NEEDED
Rock Valley Publishing is seeking freelance 
reporters and photographers to produce 
local news and photos for your hometown 
newspaper. Weekly stories and photos 
needed for Jo Daviess and Stephenson 
Counties. Writing and reporting experience 
a plus. Work from home as an independent 
contractor with no in-office requirement.

PLEASE EMAIL RESUME TO:
scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com

1013 16th Avenue
Monroe, WI

608-325-4464
Hours:  M-T 10-5; F 10-6, Sat  10-4

432253

SmartWool Socks for men & women
Makes a Great Valentine’s Day gift!

Buy 3 pairs or more and save $2 a pair

OpiniOn

Agriculture needs a stable workforce in 2024
By Brian Duncan
IllInoIs Farm Bureau 
PresIdent 

Finding and affording 
labor are among the top 
challenges Illinois farmers, 
suppliers and processors tell 
me they face in 2024.

From locating qualified 
truck drivers to haul grain, 
to sourcing enough hands to 
pick vegetables or manage 
livestock, the shortage of 
links in the transportation 
and agricultural supply 
chains continues to 
undermine food access and 

threaten the financial health 
of farms in Illinois and 
nationwide.

I spotlighted last spring 
in a FarmWeek column 
the shortage of available 
local labor to fill valuable 
agricultural jobs. This 
shortfall has existed in rural 
communities for years, was 
amplified during the COVID 
pandemic and continues to 
grow.

This reality has ultimately 
led more farmers to depend 
on immigrant workers, with 
producers turning to options 

like the H-2A temporary 
agricultural program, the 
H-2B temporary non-
agricultural worker program 
or the trade national visa 
program for skilled workers 
classified as nonimmigrants.

Those who have navigated 
the H-2A program know 
just how cumbersome and 
expensive the program 
has become, chiefly due 
to its unsustainable and 
unpredictable wage increases 
and misguided rulemaking.

Illinois farmers can 
expect more of the same this 
upcoming growing season, 
as the state’s Adverse Effect 
Wage Rate (AEWR) is set 
to increase 6 percent from 
2023. Nationwide, farmers 
planning to use H-2A 
workers in 2024 will have to 
raise wages in some states 
up to 15 percent, according 
to calculations by American 
Farm Bureau Federation 
(AFBF).

Contributing to this 
increase are eight new 
rules advanced by the U.S. 

Department of Labor in 
2023. One rule, finalized in 
March, impacts how a state’s 
AEWR is calculated.

Specifically, the rule 
disaggregates wage rates 
by job function and derives 
the new rates from non-
farm data, which does not 
reflect market wages for ag 
employees. Ag employers 
will be required to pay 
the rates, regardless of 
their inaccuracies or what 
percentage of an employee’s 
contract they devote to 
certain tasks.

This new rulemaking alone 
is estimated to add double-
digit increases in labor costs, 
according to AFBF.

In fact, this is the sixth 
straight year of elevated 
wage growth for H-2A 
workers, with the rate 
of hourly wage growth 
outpacing all other private 
employees. H-2A employers 
will also face additional 
program costs stemming 
from required housing and 
transportation for workers.

For smaller farming 
operations, many of which 
are interested in hiring 
just one or two temporary 
workers, the complexity 
of the process and the 
cost of complying with 
new requirements will be 
especially detrimental.

I have met with Midwest 
state Farm Bureau presidents 
and the AFBF Board of 
Directors to discuss all the 
difficulties farmers are facing 
with labor and with the H-2A 
program, specifically.

One of the biggest 
challenges in trying to find 
solutions in this space is that 
legislative and regulatory 
remedies soon become 
entangled in the broader 
discussion of immigration 
reform. Congress in past 
years has tried and failed 
to advance many pieces 
of legislation around 
immigration. The Dignity 
Act of 2023 was the latest 
attempt.

This type of broad 
legislation eventually 
becomes the home for 
divisive political issues like 
employer liability protection 
and private right of action, 
the annual number of 
visas allowed, visa holder 
touchback requirements 
and expedited immigration 
processes. These kinds 
of polarizing issues make 
passage of any legislation 
difficult.

I have to say that over 
the past decade my wife 
and I have experienced the 
greatest blessing we could 
ever have hoped for. That 
blessing is the birth of our 
grandchildren. In those ten 
years, they have come pretty 
regularly at the rate of a little 
more than one per year and 
we have two more due in the 
next few days. There is no 
sweeter sound than to hear 
them call out “Hi Grandpa 
and Hi Grandma!”. I know 
this sounds kind of cliché, 
but each one is so unique 
and so very special, and we 
couldn’t love them more than 

In my opinion

By
Scott
cernek 
Columnist

Weekly connection

The joy of 
sledding without 
all the work

we do. Our grandkids are 
all within about an hour of 
our farm, so we get together 
very often. It seems like we 
get together with everybody 
about once a week mostly to 
celebrate birthdays. During 
the rest of the week, we have 
times when we might go to 
one of the families to help 
out. Those separate times 
are usually when we need to 
babysit so the moms can get 
someone to an appointment. 
Sometimes it’s just so the 
parents can have a night 
out together doing some 
shopping or grabbing dinner. 
When the parents leave the 
fun begins. There’s always 
books to read, games to play, 
apples to slice, grandma’s 
cookies to bake and eat, 
eggs to gather or hay bales 
to climb out in the shed. I 
feel bad when I hear other 
grandparents talk about 
their grandkids living many 
states away and only being 
able to see them every so 
often. It helps me realize 
how fortunate we are to be 
so close to each other. I love 
the fact that our grown kids 
all love getting together. 
They usually have a lot of 
stories of their own childhood 
to reminisce about and that 
makes it fun too.

In January this year we 
were blessed to have a couple 
weeks of snow and cold so 
we could do some sledding. 
Now I know when we were 
kids, we used to search for 
a hill somewhere and sled 
down it as fast as we could. 
When we got to the bottom, 
we grabbed our sled and 
trudged all the way back up 
to the top of the hill to do 
it again. It might only take 
about ten seconds to get to 
the bottom and about ten 
minutes to get back up the 
hill. That didn’t matter, we 
would spend hours sledding. 
When our kids were young, 
I bought an ATV and cut a 
two-foot-wide piece of thick 
rubber about six feet long. 
Then I strapped it to the back 

See Sledding, Page 9See workforce, Page 10
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Albrecht’s last second shot secures victory in busy week for Wildcats
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 The River Ridge-Scales 
Mound Wildcats picked up 
their eighteenth and nine-
teenth victories of the 2023-
2024 girls basketball season, 
last week.  With three games 
scheduled in just five days, 
the Wildcats had a lot on 
their plate.  They entered the 
week with an overall record 
of 17-6.  They sat just behind 
Galena who they also faced 
off with in the NUIC-West 
standings.  Needless to say, it 
was a big week for the Wild-
cats as they prepare for the 
upcoming postseason play. 

 Victory number 18 
wouldn’t come easily.  On 
Monday, Jan. 29 the wild-
cats traveled to take on the 
East Dubuque Warriors.  The 
Warriors were 10-10 ahead 
of their matchup, but one of 
those victories came in a pre-

vious matchup against RR-
SM.  The Wildcats dropped 
that game by a score of 49-
43.  This time, RR-SM came 
out on top of another excit-
ing game. 

 The first quarter was a 
great example of what lied 
ahead.  The Wildcats and 
Warriors went back and forth 
in the opener.  Emily Wieder-
holt hit a big three-pointer 
giving her five in the quarter.  
Laiken Haas added a pair of 
baskets of her own.  Thanks 
to some solid free throw 
shooting, East Dubuque 
would take a slim 10-9 lead 
into the second. 

 The second quarter was 
more of a physical matchup 
with both teams getting to the 
line.  RR-SM hit six of their 
10 free throws in the quarter.  
Meanwhile, East Dubuque 
went two and four on their 
end.  That was enough for 

the Wildcats to take the lead 
as they went into the breakup 
21-18.  

  The game remained close 
until the final minutes.  In 
fact, it came down to the final 
seconds as the game sat tied 
43-43 with just 14 seconds 
left.  Coming out of a time-
out, RR-SM held possession 
of the ball.  Albrecht caught 
a pass in the left corner and 
dribbled inside the left wing.  
In the face of two defenders, 
Albrecht put up a midrange 
jumper that bounced off the 
right rim, hit the glass, and 
eventually fell through the 
net with two seconds remain-
ing.  

 The RR-SM defense got 
the stop for a 45-43 victory 
over East Dubuque.  Wieder-
hold and Albrecht each led 
the team in scoring as they 
both finished with 12 points.  
Haas added eight points in 

the victory. 
 Just two days later, the 

Wildcats faced one of the 
toughest challenges they will 
see all season in the Galena 
Pirates.  Earlier this season, 
Galena came to Hanover and 
beat RR-SM by a score of 
50-37.  If the Wildcats want-
ed to return the favor, they 
would have to pull off an 
upset over the 23-1 Pirates in 
Galena.  

 The Pirates would prove 
that first matchup was no 
fluke.  Galena quickly took 
an 11-6 advantage, and they 
sealed the game by outscor-
ing the Wildcats 16-9 in the 
fourth.  The Wildcats strug-
gled offensively as Albrecht 
led the team with seven 
points.  Abigail Frank was 
the next leading scorer with 
just six.  Haas added five as 
the Wildcats fell by a score 
of 53-26. 

 RR-SM went on to close 
the week with another road 
game as they traveled to 
take on the Stockton Black-
hawks.   It was a much-need-
ed bounce back game for the 
Wildcats.  For the Black-
hawks, the 2023-2024 season 
has been a streaky one.  They 
have suffered losing streaks 
as long as four games and 
a winning streak of seven 
games.  Just when it looked 
like the Blackhawks were 
making a turn at 11-9, they 
went just 2-5 over their next 
seven.  The Blackhawks fell 
to 13-14 when they suffered 
defeat against the Wildcats 
on Feb. 2. RR-SM jumped 
out to an early lead as they 
went up 8-3.  By the break, 
the Wildcats already held a 
16-9 advantage as the Stock-
ton offense struggled to get 
to the basket.  The third quar-
ter put things out of reach as 

RR-SM outscored Stockton 
18-10.  

 In the end, RR-SM picked 
up a 42-21 victory over 
Stockton.  The Wildcats 
were led in scoring by Haas, 
who racked up 13 points, in-
cluding two three-pointers.  
Wiederholt was next up with 
eight, and Albrecht had six in 
the victory.  Kaci Patterson 
also added a three-pointer for 
RR-SM.  

 Stockton was led by 
Madie Mammoser and 
Dylann Broshous, who both 
finished with six points in 
the game.  Katelyn Winters 
added five points in the loss.  
Mammoser had a nice day on 
the boards with 11 rebounds. 

 The Wildcats improved to 
19-7 by the end of the week.  
They will wrap up the reg-
ular season on Feb. 8 when 
they play host to the Peca-
tonica Indians.

River Ridge boys split games with Stockton, Lena-Winslow
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 At the start of Febru-
ary, the River Ridge Wild-
cats held an overall record 
of 13-10.  They were just 
coming off a tough stretch 
where they went 1-3 through 
four games against Scales 
Mound, Galena, West Car-
roll, and East Dubuque.  

 The Wildcats managed to 
open up the new month with 
a victory when they took on 
the Stockton Blackhawks.  
At the time, Stockton held 
an overall record of 7-14.  
One of those losses came in 
an earlier matchup against 
River Ridge, where the 
Blackhawks fell by a score 
of 48-14.  Although the 
Blackhawks would put on 
a much better performance 
this time around, the Wild-
cats still captured the season 
sweep. 

 River Ridge jumped out 
to a controlling lead in the 
opening quarter.  An Ethan 
Walters three-pointer pro-
vided a spark, while Joe 
Winter rattled off a trio of 
baskets.  On the other end, 
Stockton had just two first 
quarter field goals from Car-
ter Blair and Jacob Harbach.  

By the end of one, the Wild-
cats were up 14-6. 

 The second quarter fea-
tured a bit of a three-point 
shooting contest.  Tyson 
Heidenreich couldn’t miss 
as he hit a trio of three-point-
ers for the Wildcats.  Blair 
drained a pair of three-point-
ers on Stockton’s end.  Heid-
enreich and Blair went back 
and forth in an exciting 
quarter that saw River Ridge 
outscore Stockton 13-11. 

 At the break, River Ridge 
held a large lead as they 
were up 27-11.  Stockton 
wasn’t ready to just roll 
over, however.  The Black-
hawks came out ready to 
play defense in the second 
half, and they shut the Wild-
cats down in quarter three.  
The Wildcats had just two 
points in the quarter, which 
came from a Seth Nicholas 
field goal.  Stockton man-
aged to cut into the lead as 
Jon Randecker hit a pair of 
baskets and Blair added a 
basket of his own, including 
a successful and-one shot.  

 By the start of the fourth, 
River Ridge held a 29-24 ad-
vantage.  Stockton quickly 
made it a two-point game.  A 
Colby Tucker layup got the 

Blackhawks started in the 
quarter.  On their next pos-
session, Tucker went for the 
same attack on the right side.  
This time, his layup missed 
off the backboard, but Ran-
decker was there to hit the 
putback shot.  Suddenly, the 
Blackhawks trailed just 30-
28. 

 Stockton maintained their 
strategy of playing tight de-
fense in the fourth quarter.  
The only difference was 
River Ridge started to get 
some calls as they got to the 
line.  Ultimately, that’s how 
River Ridge held on to win 
as the Wildcats took 15 free 
throws in the final quarter.  
They hit seven of those at-
tempts, hitting at less than 
fifty percent.  

 Stockton still brought the 
game down to the wire.  A 
physical shot by Blair, and 
a nice spin move in the post 
by Tucker had the Black-
hawks within one with un-
der 20 seconds to play.  With 
Stockton fouling to extend 
the game, Walters came 
through in the clutch, go-
ing two for two at the line.  
They were the only two 
free throws Walters shot all 
game, but they were per-

haps the biggest shots of the 
game.  After taking a three-
point advantage, Sam Rife, 
who went scoreless through-
out the game, hit the dag-
ger.  A free throw with nine 
seconds on the clock put the 
Wildcats up by two posses-
sions, and they held on to 
win by a score of 40-36.  

 River Ridge was led 
by Nicholas, who finished 
with 10. Heidenreich added 
nine and Winter had seven.  
Stockton was led by Blair, 
who had 14.  Both Tucker 
and Harbach finished with 
seven. 

 River Ridge went on to 
suffer a 66-50 loss to a phys-
ical Lena-Winslow team.  
It was a solid performance 
from Nicholas, who led the 
way with eleven.  Winter 
was the only other Wildcat 
in double figures with ten. 

 River Ridge fell to 14-11 
on the season with the loss 
to Le-Win.  They will travel 
to take on the Scales Mound 
Hornets in the final game 

of the regular season on 
Feb. 15.  Stockton wraps up 
their regular season just two 
days earlier, when they host 
Scales Mound on Feb. 13.

Walk-Ins Welcome!

308 East Lena St. • Lena
815-650-8050
HOURS:  
 Monday: 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
 Tuesday: 8:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.
 Wed. - Fri.: 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
 Saturday: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

LeAnn Clark, EA
office@clarkdifftax.com

Jodi Diffenderfer, EA

TAX TIME IS HERE!

449972

Providing all your Personal & Business Accounting & Tax Needs

drop box
available 24/7
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Our Area Churches Welcome You

Please call 815-369-4112 or 815-947-3353 if you wish to have your church listed on the church page.

APPLE RIVER UMC
102 E. Baldwin St., P.O. Box 188, 

Apple River, IL 61001
Pastor Libby Rutherford (815) 990-1428
 Church (815) 594-2223
• Sunday Worship – 9 a.m.
• Bible Study - Every Monday 9 a.m.
Friendly Folks - Casual Attire - Join Us!

CALVARY CHURCH OF STOCKTON
315 W. Maple St., Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-2414
E-Mail: calvarychurchofstockton@yahoo.com
• Sunday Worship – 10:00 a.m.
• Sunday School – 8:45 a.m.
• Communion and Potluck every 1st Sunday
 (except no potlucks during summer)
• Wednesday Night Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.
• Every other Sat. Youth Group - 6 - 8 p.m.
You may find our facebook page and weekly 
messages by searching for “Calvary Church 
of Stockton on facebook.com

You are welcome! Please visit us!

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ELCA STOCKTON

600 N. Main St., Stockton
Pastor Chrissy Salser (815) 988-9450
E-Mail: clc600@mediacombb.net
Find us on Facebook at ChristOnMainSt
• Worship times:  Saturday, 5:30 p.m.
   Sunday, 10 a.m.
• Sunday School: Sunday, 9 a.m.

EBENEZER – SALEM UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST

P.O. Box 102, Pearl City, IL  61062
Pastor Randy Nicholas
 See Facebook or call 815-291-1965
• Sunday Worship: Currently 8:30 a.m. 
• February services are at Salem UCC Church
   Corner of Loran & Kent Roads

EVANGELICAL FREE 
CHURCH OF LENA

720 N. Freedom Street, Lena, IL  61048
815-369-5591

Pastor Casey Dwyer, Pastor
• Adult bible study and Children’s Sunday 
 School - 8:45 a.m.
• Sunday Morning Worship Service and 
Children’s Church/Nursery  – 10:00 a.m.
• Awana Wednesdays at 6 p.m. (Sept. - April)
• Pastor’s weekly sermons at 
  www.lenafreechurch.org

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
309 S. Main Street, Elizabeth, IL 61028

email: firstumcofelizabeth@gmail.com
Pastor Donna Hoffman   608-293-0163
email: dchoffman8@gmail.com
• Sunday Worship - 8:30 a.m.
• Women’s Faith Group - 
 1st Tuesday monthly - 9:30 a.m.
We are handicapped accessible
Find us on Facebook at 
 www.facebook.com/fumcelizabeth

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

118 East Mason Street, Lena, IL  61048
Vicar Thomas Mosbo (815) 369-5552
• Sunday Worship – 9:30 a.m.
• Sunday School – 10:45 a.m. (Sept. - May)
• Piece Corps Quilters – 
 Wednesdays at 8:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

GRACE BIBLE CHURCH OF 
WOODBINE

1904 S. Vel Tera Road, Elizabeth, IL 61028
Pastor Michael Burdett (815) 858-3843
• Sunday Worship – 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
• Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
• Prayer meeting – Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
Sunday services broadcasted at 11:30 a.m. on 

Radio WCCI 100.3 FM

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC CHURCH
223 E. Front Avenue, Stockton, IL  61085

Father Mike Morrissey (815) 947-2545
• Saturday Evening Mass – 4:30 p.m.
• Sunday Mass – 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. 
  and 5:00 p.m.
• Reconciliation Saturday – 3:30 - 4:15 p.m.
• Parish Hall for Rent – Seats 200

LENA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
118 West Mason Street, Lena, IL  61048

Pastor Melwyn Alagodi (815) 369-5291
• Sunday Worship – 9:00 a.m.
• Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
• Daily Dial-A-Devotion 815-369-4411

MARTINTOWN COMMUNITY 
CHURCH

W8996 Lena St., Martintown, WI 53522
(1 mile north of Winslow, IL)

Pastor Kevin Cernek • 608-558-0974
• Sunday Worship – 8 & 10:30 a.m.

Worship inside or watch from the 
parking lot on the jumbotron

• Sunday School for all ages – 9:30 a.m. 
• Sunday Youth - 6 p.m.
• Tuesday Bible Study - 10:30 a.m.
• Thursday Prayer & Bible Study - 6 p.m.

McCONNELL COMMUNITY CHURCH
211 Hulbert Rd. P.O. Box 97, 

McConnell, IL  61050
815-868-2324

Email: mcconnellcmtychurch@yahoo.com
Pastor Jordan Cernek
• Sunday Worship – 9:00 a.m.
     Fellowship hour after every service
Find us on Facebook
 www.facebook.com/
mcconnellcommunitychurch.com
* We are handicapped accessible

NEW VINE COMMUNITY CHURCH
621 W. Lena St., Lena, IL 61048

(Coach’s Gymnasium)
Pastor Doug Carroll    815-541-4112
• Sunday Worship – 9:00 a.m.
 with fellowship following
• Communion first Sunday of each month
Bible Study Groups available
newvinelena.com
Facebook: New Vine Community Church of 
Lena, IL
* We are handicapped accessible
     

PROVIDENCE PRIMITIVE BAPTIST 
CHURCH

15010 W. Howardsville Road
Lena, IL 61048
217-357-3723

Pastors Robert Webb & Rob Webb
• Sunday Worship 
 - each 3rd Sunday - 10:30 a.m.
Potluck lunch following service

SALEM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
8491 West Salem Road, Lena, IL  61048

(Turn on Salem Road at Eleroy Rest Stop)
Pastor Christopher Ham  (815) 369-4511
• Sunday Worship – 10:00 a.m.
• Adult Sunday School - 9 a.m. 
 (before service)
• Children’s Sunday School - 10 a.m.
 (during service)
*We are handicapped accessible
Watch our services or see our upcoming 
events on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.
com/OldStoneChurchWithTheLightedCross/

SCHAPVILLE ZION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

635 East Schapville Road, 
Elizabeth, IL 61028

Pastor Dottie Morizzo  
 (815) 845-2272  
 Cell (815) 238-0670
www.schapvillezion.org
• Sunday Worship Service – 10:00 a.m.
• Sunday School – 10:00 a.m.
• Bible Study Classes Available

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
536 E. Schapville Road, 
Scales Mound, IL  61054

Church number (815) 845-2061
Rev. James Mehltretter
Website: www.shepherdofhill.com
• Sunday Worship – 8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
• Sunday School (Sept. – May) – 8:45 a.m.
• Holy Communion is celebrated weekly.

ST. ANN CATHOLIC CHURCH
608 East Railroad, Warren, IL  61087

Father Andrew Hernandez (815) 745-2312
• Sunday Mass – 8:00 a.m.
• Reconciliation Sunday – 7:30 - 7:50 a.m.

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod

625 Country Lane Drive, Lena, IL  61048
Rev. Jason Shaw (815) 369-4035
• Saturday Evening Worship – 5:30 p.m.
• Sunday Worship – 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
• Blast Program at 9:00 a.m.
• High School & Adult Sunday School 
    at 9:15 a.m.

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America

229 S. First St., Pearl City, IL 61062
www.stjohnspearlcity.org

815-443-2215
• Sunday Morning Worship – 9:00 a.m.
• Christian Education for all Ages - 10:15 a.m.
Handicapped Accessible

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

8315 S. Massbach Road, Elizabeth, IL  61028
Pastor David Russell
Church: 815-589-3367
• Sunday Worship – 10:00 a.m.

“Celebrating 165 Years of Faith”

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH
105 West Webster, Apple River, IL  61001

Father Andrew Hernandez (815) 745-2312
• Saturday Mass – 6:00 p.m.
• Reconciliation Saturday – 5:30 – 5:50 p.m.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH
410 West Lena Street, Lena, IL  61048
Father Andrew Hernandez (815) 369-2810
• Saturday Mass – 4:00 p.m.
• Sunday Mass – 10:00 a.m.
• Reconciliation Saturday – 3:30 – 3:50 p.m.

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH - 
KENT

The Little Church with a Big Heart
1334 Sunnyside Road, Kent, IL 61044

1/2 mile north on Kent Road
• Sunday Worship – 9:30 a.m.
• Holy Communion every Sunday
• Women Meet at 9 a.m. on the 2nd Sunday
• Chair Lift to Sanctuary

WESLEY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

Corner of Hudson & Benton St., 
Stockton, IL  61085

Pastor Melwyn Alagodi (815) 947-2541
• Sunday Worship – 11 a.m.
• Adult Bible Studies Available
• Communion Every 1st Sunday
• First Sunday potluck following church 
 services.
Find us on website StocktonWUMC.org
or Facebook-Stockton Wesley United 
Methodist Church
* Handicapped Accessible

WINSLOW GRACE BIBLE CHURCH
197 Carver Street, Winslow, IL  61089

Pastor Robert Patin (815) 230-1862
608-669-5770
• Sunday Worship – 10:45 a.m.
• Sunday School – 9:45 a.m.

ZION COMMUNITY CHURCH
10100 W. Sabin Church Rd., 

Pearl City, IL 61062
Pastor Wayne Fischer • 815-266-6260
Pastor Chip Sohl • 815-541-1425
• Sunday Worship Service – 9:00 a.m.
• Children’s Church - during church service
• Prayer Shawl Knitting Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.
• Bible Study Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

449144

Come worship with us!
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CASH
FOR CANS
MARKET

PRICE
Crushed or Uncrushed

Prices subject to change

WE BUY:
• Iron • Copper • Brass
• Radiators • Aluminum
• Rebuildable Car Parts

Northwest
Metals

Formerly Crossroads Metals

MONDAYS AND
THURSDAYS

3 to 5
SATURDAYS 9 to 12

4906 N. Crossroads Rd., Lena
2 miles W. of Rt. 73 on Rt. 20;

then 1 mile North

CALL 815-369-4731

392684

High Quality Granite Monuments
Personalized Designs
Laser Engraving
Monument Repair & Cleaning
Cemetery Lettering

Honoring the memory 
     of your loved ones.

❖ High Quality Granite Monuments ❖
❖ Personalized Designs ❖ Laser Engraving ❖

❖ Monument Repair & Cleaning ❖ Cemetery Lettering ❖

Honoring the memory
    of your loved ones.

High Quality Granite Monuments
Personalized Designs
Laser Engraving
Monument Repair & Cleaning
Cemetery Lettering

Honoring the memory 
        of your loved ones.

424592

Honoring the 
memory of your 

loved ones.
• High Quality Granite Monuments •

• Personalized Designs •
• Laser Engraving •

• Monument Repair & Cleaning •
• Cemetery Lettering •

Leamon Funeral Homes
Lena   Orangeville   Warren

815-369-4512

submitted Photo Rock Valley Publishing

River Ridge FFA wins 
at the section Poultry CDE
 River Ridge FFA members recently participated in the in the Poultry Evaluation 
Career Development Event (CDE).  During the event, participants select live meat-
type chickens for broiler breeding, evaluate and place live egg-type hens, and rate 
the finished product by evaluating and grading carcasses and parts of chickens and 
turkeys. As a team, the River Ridge FFA placed first overall. Pictured is the Junior 
High team (left to right) of Wesley Haas, Bronx Gonzalez, Wyatt Ritchie, Wyatt Leh-
man, Russel Howard and Heydan Diehl who placed second overall. 

submitted Photo 

Rock Valley Publishing

 Graci Allen participates 
in the poultry meat cut 
identification portion of 
the Career Development 
Event.

submitted Photo 

Rock Valley Publishing

 Sophomore Brook Brad-
bury grades poultry.

submitted Photos 

Rock Valley Publishing

 Pictured is the River 
Ridge High School team of 
Natalie Keleher. Graci Alle, 
Ian Wachter, Lucas Hol-
land, Arthur Horn, Brook 
Bradbury, Bindi Boop, Ka-
tie Cobine.  front row- Lily 
Lucas, Allie Karberg, Faith 
Morhardt, Graci Vander-
heyden, Izzy Haring, Avery 
Engle and Nick Cobine.

 (Left) The top five com-
petitors from the River 
Ridge FFA team include 
Lucas Holland, Ian Wach-
ter, Nick Cobine, Avery En-
gle and Izzy Haring.

your source for on-line news:
RVPNEWS.

COM
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REMAIN COMPLETELY ANONYMOUS

“Get Involved, Without Getting Involved”
Stephenson County Crime Stop, Inc. est. 1981

Crime Stop Works!
IN STEPHENSON COUNTY

call 815-235-7867 (STOP)

download our app
www.sccrimestop.com @sccrimestop

39
38

74

24-HOUR SERVICE ON ALL BRANDS

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

www.superiorhvacservices.com

New installation • Remodeling
Routine maintenance • Repairs

409647

450207

expect more from your body shop
aMore Experience aMore Service aMore Quality 

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

10% OFF

Dr. Stephen Petras
815-947-3700

Give yourself the confidence of a great smile
with invisalign® clear aligners

Stockton Dental Center
120 West Front Ave | Stockton, IL 61085

450746

Happy Retirement, Lee Ann!

45 Years

Congratulations to Lee Ann
Brinkmeier, Accountant, 
on her retirement from 

Citizens State Bank! 
We're thankful for her

extraordinary 45-year career with
our team, and the memories

throughout. We wish you all the
best in retirement, Lee Ann!

450754

Stockton High School first semester honor roll
High Honor Roll (All A’s)

Grade 12:   
Dominick Bilich, Bennett 

Graves, Carson McPeek, Gra-
cie Raab, Ashlyn Schubert, 
Leah Warner, Mavrick Win-
ters

Grade 11:  
Masyn Cahill, Jacob Har-

bach, Ava Hess, Madalyn 
Mammoser, Landon Warner

Grade 10:  
Emma Aurand, Kiegan 

Jones, Jake Marek, Oliver 
McPeek, Sadie Vanderhey-
den, Hailey Weipert

Grade 9:    
Arianna Arand, Alexis 

Bennett, Payton Goswick

3.0 Semester Standard 
GPA & No D’s

Grade 12:  
Kristian Adleman, Lily 

Baker, Anthony Bilich, Abby 
Chumbler, Jared Dvorak, 
Addison Ernst, Robert Ernst, 
Izabella Ertmer, Braden Fre-
ese, Tanner Gile, Michael 
Haas, Alicia Howell, Karl 
Hubb, Gracie Keleher, Cyrus 
Kilburg, DeeDee Larson, 
Lincoln Legel, Wesley Loge-
mann, Madalyn Marcure, Eve 
Moore, Nevaeh Peterson, 
Maecee Rice, Lydia Schuldt, 

Colby Tucker, Gabrielle Ven-
Huizen, William Westaby

Grade 11:  
Kyla Arnold, Dylann Bro-

shous, Emily Broshous, Jack-
son Coffey, Bryce Grube, 
Amber Haas, Elijah Haas, 
Kyle Haas, William Hart, 
Samuel Hille, Dillon McIn-
tosh, Javier Montalvo, Ken-
dra Robledo, Lillian Sikora, 
Ethan Steien, James Wickler, 
Katelyn Winters, Shea Witz, 
Kacy Wright

Grade 10:   
Tegan Arnold, Adrianne 

Baker, Arrison Bauer, Anna 
Blair, Hailey Broshous, Pip-
er Brown, Kaylynn Brun-
ner, Paige Chumbler, Reece 
Demeter, Mark Detwiler, 
Wesley Drane, Ian Eisfeller, 
Olivia Ernst, Aiden Kurek, 
Eli Larson, Noah Larson, 
Jeremiah Luke, Jack Mensen-
dike, Hunter Mulholland, 
Gavin Offenheiser, Chelsea 
Olson, Rileigh Peterson, Cy-
ler Pieper, Marjerie Pilapil, 
Jon Randecker, Robert Rillie, 
Gynelle Rowe, Arya Scott, 
Ari Zink, Blake Zink, Isabel-
la Zuck

Grade 9:    
Vanessa Baez-Ramirez, 

Arden Bauer, Carter Blair, 
Lucas Brenner, Dannyn Bro-
shous, Jazmine Curtiss, Rai-
yn Dauphin, Logan Dreyer, 
Morgan Haas, Taylor Haas, 
Delaney Julius, Isabella Kil-
burg, Quinn Larson, Hai-
ley Leitzen, Hanna Leitzen, 
Dionne McIntosh, Ireland 
Mensendike, Walker Olson, 
Madalynn Perry, Zoey Pfile, 
Caitlynn Robledo, Lola Rose, 
Kameron Rowe, Owen Stitch, 
Addison Thornton, Kaydra 
Wright

Lady Broncos defeat Pearl City, 
capture three-peat as NUIC Champions

submitted Photo Rock Valley Publishing

Groezinger surpasses 
1,000 career points
 Grace Groezinger stands with Lena-Winslow’s 
former all-time leading scorer, Jessica (Yeager) 
Blakely.

By Trenten Scheidegger
CoRResPoNdeNt

 The Orangeville Broncos 
improved their most recent win 
streak to 12 games when they 
picked up victories over Ash-
ton Franklin-Center and Pearl 
City last week.  Not only did 
they extend the streak, but the 
Broncos added to an even more 
illustrious run.  They captured 
their third consecutive NUIC 
Conference championship as 
part of another electric girls 
basketball season.  

 The Broncos picked up their 
eleventh consecutive victory 
on Jan. 30 when they traveled 
to take on AFC.  At 17-8, AFC 
has been no slouch this sea-
son.  They continued to prove 
their ability to compete in their 
matchup against the Broncos. 

 The Broncos are well ex-
perienced in these big games.  
They also know how important 
it is to get off to a hot start, and 
that is just what they did against 
AFC.  It was the duo of Whit-
ney Sullivan and Laney Ca-
hoon that led the way.  Sullivan 
had six points in the opening 
quarter, including going two 
for two at the free throw line.  
Addie Wheeler added a basket 
as the Broncos combined for 13 
in the opening quarter. 

 Orangeville’s offense is dy-
namic with their three-headed 
monster of Cahoon, Sullivan, 
and Nadalee Doyle.  They also 

feature a number of other capa-
ble scorers that leave them with 
a deep scoring attack.  Yet, it 
is their defense that stands out 
the most.  They held AFC to 
just seven points in the opening 
quarter, which would prove to 
be crucial in the end. 

 The second quarter played 
out in similar fashion, with Or-
angeville outscoring AFC 16-
8.  It was Cahoon who led the 
way with seven points, includ-
ing a three-pointer in the quar-
ter.  Kaylynn O’Haver added a 
three of her own as the Broncos 
took a 29-15 lead into halftime. 

 Even in the third quarter, the 
Broncos saw their lead expand.  
Sullivan and Doyle combined 
for 10 points in the quarter as 
Orangeville took a 40-23 ad-
vantage.  AFC would have an 
incredible fourth quarter, how-
ever.  With nothing to lose, they 
started letting it fly from deep.  
With a trio of late threes, AFC 
managed to close the gap.  Or-
angeville’s dominance through 
the first three quarters was just 

enough in the end.  The Bron-
cos held on to win by a score 
of 48-42 in a game that became 
much closer than they would 
have liked.  Cahoon led the 
team in scoring, while Sullivan 
finished with 12.  Doyle added 
eight in the victory. 

 The very next day, the Bron-
cos returned home to play host 
to the Pearl City Wolves.  It was 
part of a busy week with their 
second of three games sched-
uled in just four days.  With an 
opportunity to clinch the NUIC 
championship on the line, there 
was no shortage of energy for 
the Broncos. 

 In the first quarter alone, the 
Broncos jumped out to a 15-4 
advantage.  Four different Or-
angeville players scored in the 
quarter as Sullivan led the way 
with six.  O’Haver hit an early 
three-pointer, and Cahoon add-
ed four points of her own.  Dan-
ica Stager and Elizabeth Dind-
erman were the only Wolves to 
score in the opening quarter. 

 The second quarter was a 

near copy and paste of the first.  
The Broncos outscored Pearl 
City 15-3 in another dominant 
quarter.  Cahoon led the way 
with seven points in the quarter, 
and Doyle added a three of her 
own.  Lily Blakely added three 
points in the quarter as well. 

 By the break, Orangeville 
had already jumped out to a 
30-7 advantage.  The second 
half was just about running the 
clock as the Broncos worked 
toward a 40-12 victory over the 
Wolves.  Orangeville improved 
to 27-1 and claimed their third 
consecutive conference cham-
pionship with the win. 

 O’Haver hit a couple of 
fourth quarter three-pointers, 
giving her nine points on the 
night.  Cahoon led the way in 
scoring with 11, and Sullivan 
added six.  Doyle finished with 
five, while Alaina Dinderman 
had four and Blakely had three.  
Downs led the Wolves with 
four, while Stager and Kuhle-
meier each finished with three.  
Elizabeth added two in the loss.
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WHAT WOMEN WANT FOR VALENTINE’S DAY
Wednesday, Feb. 14 • Visit Your Local Merchants for Great Gift Ideas for your Loved One 450743

216 W. Main St. • Lena • 815-369-5549

Valentine Hours:
Sat., Feb. 10 • 8:30 a.m. - noon

Mon., Feb. 12 through Wed., Feb. 14
8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

devoefloral@yahoo.com

450744

Where else would you go but
Devoe Floral for Valentines Day?

She Wants
Abdallah Chocolates, Gerbers and Plush, Vases of 

Roses, Daisies, and such. Singing Balloons that sing “I 
Love You,” Gifts, Candles in many scents, too.

Valentine Cards with hugs and kisses, these are the 
gifts from DeVoe’s that she wishes!

Bring this ad for $5 off purchase
Expires 2/29/24

450745

1329 E. SOUTH ST. • FREEPORT, IL • 815-233-0118
FULL SERVICE
MUSIC
STORE

MUSIC STORE, LLCBlack Diamond
Instruments • Amps • Accessories

Lessons • Recording Studio
Layaway Available

450749

submitted Photo Rock Valley Publishing

Happy Birthday to you!
 Lena Lions celebrate the January birthdays at the 
Lena Living Center.

submitted Photo Rock Valley Publishing

Lena Lions Peace Poster 
winner announced
 Lion Richard Holmes introduces peace poster win-
ner, Sophie Wirtz. Also pictured is Sophie’s father, Bill 
Wirtz. The Lena Lions made a donation of $200 to the 
Lena-Winslow Jr. High Art Department.

submitted Photo Rock Valley Publishing

Lena Lions donate to 
local food pantry
 Lion Jim Meyers presents a check and gift cards in 
the amount of $2,000 to Larry and Judy Buchenau, head 
of the Lena Food Pantry.

of the ATV and dragged our 
kids around and around the 
park across the street from 
where we lived. Later we 
moved to a one-acre lot, and I 
would spend hours and hours 
pulling them and their friends 
around and around the house. 
It was so much fun, I decided 
to keep the tradition going.

The last couple of weeks 

I had a chance to pull all the 
grandkids around our farm 
on the same sled using the 
same ATV that I used when 
our kids were little. It’s fun to 
take them around a curve and 
watch the sled come sliding 
around and almost pass up the 
ATV. They laugh and laugh 
until they’re too cold to keep 
going then we go in and warm 

up with some of grandma’s 
cookies and head back out 
for more fun. I didn’t realize 
when our kids were little 
that someday we would have 
quadruple the fun with all 
these little ones.

I know I’ve shared this 
scripture before, but it’s so 
good. Psalm 127:4-5 Like 
arrows in the hand of a 

warrior, so are children born 
in one’s youth. Blessed is 
the man whose quiver is full 
of them. He will not be put 
to shame when he confronts 
the enemies at the gate. Even 
though the sledding was a little 
short this winter, I’m already 
looking forward to playing 
baseball with these little ones. 
Until next week, God bless!

•	Sledding		 (Continued from page 4)

450554    your source for on-line news: RVPNEWS.COM
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MOWERY AUTO PARTS

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks

392194

Julie Willson
Broker

300 E. Main Street, Lena, IL 61048
1201 W. Empire, Freeport, IL 61032

Call/Text 815-690-2792
www.NorthwesternIllinoisHomes.com

449448

Village of Lena happenings
 The news station 13 WREX 

conducted several interviews 
around town last week to fea-
ture Lena in the Destination 
Downtown with Derek Bayne. 
Tune in to Channel 13 on 
Thursday, Feb. 15 to see the 
segment. 

 Spring is right around the 
corner and every year the Lena 
Community Park District puts 
on the Bunny Hop. This dad-
dy daughter dance will be held 
Friday, March 15 from 6:30 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Lena 
Community Center. Tickets go 
on sale Feb. 23 and can be pur-
chased from DeVoe Floral.

 The Dayton Street project 
is underway and come spring 
more changes will be made 

around town.  So far trees have 
been removed, poles have been 
relocated and a house has been 
taken down.  The intersection 
of Dayton Street and E. Lena 
Street will be widened to ac-
commodate truck traffic for lo-
cal businesses.  This project is 
located within the TIF district 
and will be paid for out of TIF 
funds.

 The Village Board meets at 
Village Hall on the second and 
fourth Monday of each month 
at 6 p.m. Everyone is welcome 
to attend to see what is happen-
ing within the Village of Lena. 
If interested in discussing a spe-
cific topic, call Village Hall at 
815-369-4016 to be put on the 
agenda for Public Participation.

submitted Photo 

Rock Valley Publishing

 Bohdi Thompson (left) 
shows his smile as he en-
joys the 100th day of the 
school year. 

submitted Photo Rock Valley Publishing

 Pearl City students Bryn Plager and Natalie Dinder-
man are all smiles on their 100th day of kindergarten.

submitted Photo Rock Valley Publishing

 Hudson Pickard and Jackson Kempel work on their 
100th day of school activities in Mrs. Bunkers Kindergar-
ten Class at Pearl City Elementary.

submitted Photo Rock Valley Publishing

 Javier Cancel celebrates the 100th day of school in Mr. 
Allen’s kindergarten class.

submitted Photo Rock Valley Publishing

 Pearl City seventh graders Sophia Boyer, Aubrey Al-
len, and Lucy Voss study anatomy and body structure of 
earthworms by performing a dissection.

Celebrating 
100 days of 

school

submitted Photo Rock Valley Publishing

Pearl City students hard at work
 Pearl City Elementary held their annual Spelling Bee on Friday, Feb. 2. The event featured 16 spellers 
from first through fourth grade. After more than ten rounds, it ended with the reigning champ defending his 
title. Congratulations to Oliver Plager and all of the participants on a job well done!  Pictured are Pearl City 
Elementary Spelling Bee contestants (first row) Michele Herron, Michaela Regalado, Isabella Lopez, Fallyn 
Pauley, Jaxon Allen, Liam Edlund, Aiden Heck, Emma Edlund, (second row) Lillian Yeoman, Claire Slater, 
Gwen Endress, Kambry Kruse, Oliver Plager, Beckett Pauley, Tate Tessendorf, Samantha Sanchez.

In light of this, AFBF 
board members decided farm 
needs were urgent enough 
to prioritize two immediate 
legislative solutions: a 
freeze of wages at 2023 
levels for three years and a 
rollback of the DOL’s AEWR 
methodology that was 
enacted in March.

AFBF President Zippy 
Duvall sent a letter in 
December, calling on 
congressional leaders to look 
for any opportunity to enact 
these legislative priorities. 
Illinois Farm Bureau (IFB) 
has followed up with our 
congressional delegation 
expressing both the urgency 
of the problem and the 
critical need for solutions.

Illinois farmers are 
committed to paying a fair 
wage, but they cannot pay 
well beyond the means of 
their farm incomes, which are 

forecast to fall this year.
Along with completing the 

vital work of the 2023 farm 
bill, IFB is also committed 
to working with elected 
officials from both parties in 
2024 to find meaningful ways 
to modernize guestworker 
programs and stabilize our 
workforce.

Solutions to worker 
shortages in the U.S. 
agricultural supply chain are 
needed to not only ensure 
farms remain economically 
sustainable, but more 
importantly maintain food 
security, and, ultimately, our 
national security.

This op-ed was distributed 
through a cooperative 
project between Illinois 
Farm Bureau and the Illinois 
Press Association. For more 
food and farming news, visit 
FarmWeekNow.com. 

•	Workforce		 (Continued from page 4)

393040



Wednesday, Feb. 7, 2024       THE SCOOP TODAY / SHOPPER’S GUIDE       Page 11

Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE, rvpnews.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

392651

Stephenson and Carroll County Farm Bureau news
By Victoria Hansen 

 San Francisco 49ers or Kansas City 
Chiefs? Kansas City Chiefs and San 
Francisco 49ers.  This is a question 
on many people’s minds as we move 
into the weekend of the “Big Game”. 
No matter which team you are rooting 
for, it’s hard to deny the important role 
that farmers and agriculture play in this 
weekend’s festivities. 

 Let us imagine a game without 
agriculture. That would mean no 
tickets as tickets are printed on paper 
from trees and often use soy ink from 
soybeans.  Some paper is even made of 
cornstarch. There would be no hot dogs 
as pork, beef and buns are not possible 
without agriculture. There would be no 
popcorn or peanuts since these favorite 
sport snacks are also grown by farmers. 
Beer comes from crops like barley, 
wheat, rye, and hops so you wouldn’t 
find beer either. Lastly, there would be 
no footballs as footballs are covered in 
cowhide. I don’t know about you, but 
I am certainly thankful for the farmers 
and ranchers who contribute so much to 
football and sporting events in general. 

Pollinator presentation 
 On Saturday, March 9 at 1 p.m. the 

Stephenson County Association for 
Home and Community Education will 
host a presentation on Pollinators. This 
event will take place at the Farm Bureau 
Building, 210 West Spring Street, 
Freeport, IL 61032. 

Canadian Rockies, Lethbridge 
and the Calgary Stampede 

Join the Stephenson County Farm 
Bureau and Tri-State Travel on our 
Canadian Rockies, Lethbridge, and 
Calgary Stampede tour July 3-9, 2024. 
Experience Lethbridge, the financial, 
transportation, and industrial center 
of Southern Alberta, explore the 
agricultural heart of Lethbridge in 
“Feedlot Alley” and visit with local crop 
farmers, visit Fort Macleod, a replica 
of the fort established by the Northwest 
Mounted Police, tour Bar U Ranch, 
the largest ranch in all of Canada, 
explore the heart of the Rockies along 
the famous Icefield Parkway and ride 
the Ice Explorer for a closer look at 
the glaciers and wildlife, walk along 

the shores of Lake Louise and explore 
the local shops and cafes, watch the 
World-Famous Calgary Stampede in a 
series of championship heats of Chuck 
Wagon racing, experience life as it was 
for the first prairie settlers in Heritage 
Park, and watch the world’s top rodeo 
riders compete for cash prizes and the 
title of World Champion. Visit www.
stephensoncfb.org under “trips” for 
more information and registration 
forms. Final payments due April 1, 
2024.

Prep, Freeze, Cook back by 
popular demand 

The Stephenson County Farm Bureau 
and Agriculture in The Classroom 
program wants to help make your life 
easier with our Prep, Freeze, Cook 
fundraiser. Proceeds of this fundraiser 
help support the Agriculture in The 
Classroom program in Stephenson 
County. 

 Agriculture in The Classroom 
teaches students about where their 
food comes from and the importance 
of agriculture. So far this year students 
have learned about apples, pumpkins, 
turkeys, cranberries, and pigs. This 
program is free to all classrooms in 
our county. Prep, Freeze, Cook makes 
family mealtime easy, by providing 
10 prepared and frozen meals for five 
person or two person quantities. 

 Each individual who orders will 
receive one of the following meals: 
Three Cheese Lasagna, Gravy Pork 
Roast, Root Beer Pulled Pork, Chicken 
and Broccoli Mac n Cheese, Bacon 
Caesar Chicken Casserole, Ham 
Breakfast Burritos, Honey BBQ 
Chicken, Cheddar Bacon BBQ Burgers, 
Taco Casserole, and Chicken Pot Pie 
Soup. 

 Five person meals are $175 and 
the two person meals are $90. We are 
accepting orders now through Feb. 
28 at 4:30 p.m. Orders will be ready 
for curbside pickup on Wednesday, 
March 13 from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. at 
the Stephenson County Farm Bureau. 
Orders can be placed over the phone 
at 815-232-3186, in person at 210 
west Spring Street, Freeport, IL, or by 
printing and mailing the order form off 
our website: www.stephensoncfb.org 

under “news” tab.
 If you would like to support the 

Agriculture in The Classroom program 
but aren’t interested in meals, donations 
can be made to the Stephenson County 
Farm Bureau Foundation by mailing 
or dropping off donations to 210 West 
Spring Street, Freeport, IL. If you have 
questions, please contact our office at 
815-232-3186 or by emailing office@
stephensoncfb.org. 

Statement from the Illinois Farm 
Bureau on state legislators’ effort 
to protect family farms

Members of the Illinois General 
Assembly announced today the Family 
Farm Preservation Act, a bipartisan 
effort to protect farm families and their 
land by updating the Illinois Estate Tax 
code. The measure is being spearheaded 
by Sen. Dave Koehler, D-Peoria, and 
Rep. Sharon Chung, D-Bloomington. 
Illinois Farm Bureau (IFB) President 
Brian Duncan commented on the 
legislation, which aims to ensure 
families may continue passing down 
their farms to the next generation. 

 “Passing on the family farm is not 
just about continuing the business, it’s 
about preserving family heritage and a 
way of life,” said IFB President Brian 
Duncan. “Yet the current Illinois estate 
tax often forces families to break up 
the farm by selling land, livestock or 
even equipment every time the business 
passes on to the next generation. A 
death of a loved one should not be a 
death sentence for the family farm. 
“IFB thanks Sen. Dave Koehler and 
Rep. Sharon Chung for introducing 
the Family Farm Preservation Act and 
applauds the bipartisan effort of our 
state legislators to ensure Illinois’ family 
farms can continue providing food, 
fuel and fiber without fear of losing the 
business when a family member dies.”

 In addition to Kohler and Chung, 
six other General Assembly members 
helped announce introduction of the 
bill, underscoring the bipartisanship 
effort: Sen. Patrick Joyce, D-Essex, Sen. 
Sue Rezin, R-Morris, Sen. Tom Bennett, 
R-Gibson City, Rep. Charlie Meier, 
R-Okawville, Rep. Norine Hammond, 
R-Macomb, and Jason Bunting, 
R-Emington.

McCombie and House 
Republicans back 
estate tax legislation

Today, the Illinois Farm Bu-
reau unveiled new legislation 
aimed at improving the Illinois 
Estate Tax. House Minority 
Leader Tony McCombie (Sa-
vanna) has spearheaded efforts 
throughout her tenure to ad-
dress this problematic “death” 
tax, one that has disproportion-
ately hurt family farms but also 
small businesses and manufac-
turing in Illinois. McCombie 
and members of her leadership 
team stand in support of the 
recently unveiled bipartisan 
proposal.

For the past seven years, 
Leader McCombie has worked 
in the Illinois House of Repre-
sentatives to address the estate 
tax–alongside several House 
Republican members who 
have pursued ways in which 
small businesses, farmers, and 
family businesses could see 
relief from the punitive nature 
of the state’s archaic tax system 
which “re-taxes” assets upon 
death of the owner. 

This past Spring, McCom-
bie provided subject matter 
testimony in the House Rev-
enue Committee in support of 
legislation she sponsored to 
reduce the estate tax and pro-
tect family farms. McCombie 
was joined in the Capitol last 
March by members of the Farm 
Bureau and the National Feder-
ation of Independent Business 
who were supportive of her bill 
and provided key testimony in 
favor of the measure, which 
would prevent any double tax-
ation of inherited farms and 
small businesses. 

While McCombie’s more 
comprehensive legislation on 
this issue has not moved for-
ward, the need for tax relief 
still ranks as a top priority for 
House Republicans this legisla-
tive session. “I have advocated 
for a fix to the estate tax for a 
long time, and I take this newly 
introduced bill as a bipartisan 
step forward, with the under-
standing that we must go much 
further to change Illinois’ repu-
tation as a bad place to do busi-
ness,” said Leader McCombie.

In a press conference today 
in Bloomington, at the home 
office of the Illinois Farm Bu-
reau, House Republican leaders 
stood with bipartisan lawmak-
ers supporting the new mea-
sure. House Bill 4600, named 
the Family Farms Preservation 
Act, is designed to protect the 
heritage of family farmers by 
updating the Illinois Estate Tax 
code.

Deputy House Republican 
Leader Norine Hammond 
(R-Macomb) recognized the 
progress this bill makes to pro-
tect family farms in the state, 
but also noted the need for 
greater bipartisanship to con-
tinue doing more.

“Illinois’ estate tax hurts our 

farm families. House Republi-
cans have consistently fought 
to increase the exclusion 
amount to account for rising 
farmland values. House Bill 
4600 is a bipartisan agreement 
that will help family farmers 
pass their farmland on to the 
next generation, protecting our 
family farms from being sold 
off to large corporate or foreign 
interests. I’m proud to stand 
with the Illinois Farm Bureau 
and my colleagues in support 
of this critically needed change 
to our tax laws,” said Ham-
mond.

According to State Rep-
resentative Charlie Meier 
(R-Okawville), “The estate tax 
has devastated family farms for 
decades as these farms are of-
ten sold to pay the inheritance 
tax.” 

Rep. Meier is not only a 
farmer but serves as the Re-
publican Spokesperson on the 
House Agriculture & Conser-
vation Committee. “Improving 
estate tax exemptions for farm-
ers will help save family farms 
when the farm is passed down 
to each generation,” continued 
Meier. “Family farms treat 
their farmland like family as 
it helps provide for their fami-
ly and produces the crops that 
help feed the world. Our coun-
try has the lowest food costs 
in the world, thanks to family 
farms.”

State Representative Jason 
R. Bunting (R-Emington) also 
echoed his support for the mea-
sure. “For far too long, Illinois’ 
estate tax system has threatened 
family farms – like mine and 
my neighbors – with the pros-
pect of having to sell the farm 
if there is a death in the family,” 
said Bunting. “Families going 
through a difficult time should 
not have to make the tough de-
cision about whether or not to 
sell the farm. This legislation 
moves us toward a better sys-
tem which will help keep farms 
in the family hands which have 
worked for generations.”

Guidelines for writing, 
submitting a letter to the editor

 Rock Valley Publishing encourages readers to reach 
out to the community by writing a letter to the editor. 

 Letters are limited to 500 words. Authors must 
include their first and last name, the city or village 
in which they reside, and a phone number and email 
address where they can be reached in case of questions. 

Send letters to: scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
Letter-writers will be limited to one letter per 

month except for locally elected officials, or individuals 
specifically associated with local village governments or 
entities such as school districts, park districts or library 
districts.

 No letters directed to a third party will be accepted for 
publication.

 We reserve the right to edit a letter for reasons of 
clarity, space restrictions and libel. 
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who have sent a donation to 
help underwrite the Scoop 

Today/Shopper’s Guide. For 
those of you who haven’t 

done so in the past year, but 
enjoy this newspaper and 

would like to help us pay for 
its operation, please send a 
donation in any amount to:

240 W. Main Street, Suite B • Lena, IL • 61048
If you thInk youR nEWSPAPER IS WoRth

50¢ an issue, it would be $26.00; 75¢ an issue - $39.00 
or $1 an issue - $52.00

You won’t get a Scoop/Shopper’s Guide tote bag, an Apple gift card, or a 
discount on an extended car warranty. But you will get the satisfaction of 

knowing that you have helped support your favorite newspaper.

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

Phone______________________________

__ Please keep my
     paper coming: 437477

the Scoop Today Shopper’s Guide
READERS

Highland Community 
College fall graduates 
2023

 Highland Community Col-
lege announces the 2023 fall 
graduates. Graduates were 
awarded associate degrees, 
associate of applied science 
degrees, or certificates.

Freeport: Ethan Braden, 
Associate of Science; Coretta 
Cole, Accounting Certificate, 
Account Clerk Certificate; 
Keona Eckert, Basic Weld-
ing Certificate; Saige Ehrler, 
Associate of Science; Raven 
McGee, Associate of Arts; 
Anna Morgan, Machine Pro-
cesses Certificate, Welding 
& Fabrication Certificate, 
Basic Welding Certificate; Ja-
cob Siedenburg, Associate of 
Arts; Brianna Stager, Level 

3 ECE Credential Certificate, 
Level 2 ECE Credential Cer-
tificate; Shanitha Tillmon, As-
sociate of Arts

Pearl City: Rachel 
Schlichting, Early Childhood 
Education- Associate of Ap-
plied Science, Level 3 ECE 
Credential Certificate, Level 
2 ECE Credential Certificate, 
Infant/Toddler Level 2 Cre-
dential, Infant/Toddler Level 
3 Credential, ECE Infant/Tod-
dler Certificate, Early Care 
and Education

Rock City: MaKenzie 
Fiene, Information Tech 
Medical Coding Certificate; 
Meggan Graika , Associate of 
Science; Michael Thruman, 
CAD-Mechanical Certificate

Stockton: Dana Spoerl, 
Associate of Science

Hearing 
officer says 
constitutional 
challenges 
should be 
decided by 
courts
By Peter Hancock
Capitol News illiNois

Former President Donald 
Trump’s name will appear 
on the March 19 Republican 
primary election ballot in Il-
linois, barring any extraordi-
nary action by state or federal 
courts to remove him.

The Illinois State Board of 
Elections voted unanimously 
Jan. 30 to deny an objection 
based on the “insurrectionist 
clause” of the 14th Amend-
ment, which prohibits former 
public officials who engage 
in insurrection or rebellion 
against the United States 
from holding public office 
again.

An attorney for the objec-
tors said in an email that they 
would appeal the decision 
to the Cook County Circuit 
Court.

Board spokesman Matt Di-
etrich told reporters after the 
meeting that challenges simi-
lar to the one lodged against 
Trump are “highly unusual.” 

“We normally hear things 
like candidates don’t have a 
sufficient number of nomi-
nating signatures,” he said.

The objectors in Trump’s 
case argued that his actions 
surrounding the Jan. 6, 2021, 
riots at the U.S. Capitol 
amounted to an insurrection 
within the meaning of the 
14th Amendment.

Trump had encouraged 
people through social me-
dia to come to Washington, 
D.C., that day to protest the 
certification of Biden’s win 
in the 2020 elections. Fol-
lowing a rally Trump hosted 
outside the White House that 
day, thousands of protesters 
marched to the Capitol and 
stormed through barricades 
to enter the building, forcing 

Congress to delay the certifi-
cation vote.

As part of their evidence, 
the objectors submitted find-
ings from the U.S. House Se-
lect Committee to Investigate 
the January 6th Attack on the 
United States Capitol, as well 
as a December ruling from 
the Colorado Supreme Court, 
which disqualified Trump 
from that state’s primary 
election ballot.

The U.S. Supreme Court 
was scheduled to hear oral 
arguments in a review of the 
Colorado case on Thursday. 
That’s the same day voters 
in Illinois can begin casting 
advance ballots in person and 
the day when local election 
authorities begin sending out 
vote-by-mail ballots.

Clark Erickson, a for-
mer Republican judge from 
Kankakee County who 
served as a hearing officer in 
the objection, issued a report 
over the weekend concluding 
that Trump’s actions did con-
stitute an insurrection. But he 
recommended denying the 
objection anyway, saying that 

College news

Board of Elections allows Trump’s name to stay on ballot
under Illinois Supreme Court 
precedents, the board is only 
authorized to enforce the Illi-
nois Election Code and may 
not delve into complex con-
stitutional issues.

But Matthew Piers, an at-
torney for the objectors, re-
jected that argument.

“There is no question un-
der the law … that this board 
not only has the authority to 
determine an objection based 
on the United States Consti-
tution, but indeed, you have 
the clear, mandatory duty to 
do so,” he said. 

Attorneys for the Trump 
campaign made several argu-
ments against the objection. 
They denied that Trump’s 
actions constituted an “insur-
rection” within the meaning 
of the 14th Amendment and 
insisted that he had urged his 
supporters to protest peace-
fully. 

After presentations from 
both sides and the board’s 
own general counsel, board 
member Jack Vrett, an Ar-
lington Heights attorney, 
made the motion to dismiss 
the complaint and overrule 
the objection. He said he 
agreed that the board has no 
authority to decide constitu-
tional questions.

“If we exceeded our au-
thority and went beyond the 
documents and the nominat-
ing petitions and looked at 
the underlying conduct that 
was alleged in this case, what 
I believe you would see is an 
opening of a floodgate of liti-
gation,” he said. 

Board member Catherine 
McCrory, an attorney from 
La Grange, supported the 
motion, but with some appar-
ent reluctance.

“I want it to be clear that 
this Republican believes that 

there was an insurrection on 
Jan. 6,” she said. “There’s no 
doubt in my mind that he ma-
nipulated, instigated, aided 
and abetted an insurrection 
on Jan. 6. However, having 
said that, it is not my place to 
rule on that today.”

The board also turned 
down three objections to 
President Joe Biden appear-
ing on the Democratic prima-
ry ballot, including one that 
also made a 14th Amendment 
argument.

That objection argued that 
various immigration and for-
eign policy decisions of the 
Biden administration have 
amounted to giving aid and 
comfort to the enemies of the 
United States.

The board voted unani-
mously to reject that charge 
on the grounds that it amount-
ed to a policy disagreement 
with the candidate.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
SALE

The following self-storage 
Cube contents containing 
household and other goods 
will be sold for cash by 
CubeSmart Asset Man-
agement, LLL as Agent 
for Owner #4409, 555 W. 
South Street, Freeport, 
Illinois 61032 to satis-
fy a lien on February 22, 
2024 at approx. 1:00 PM 
at www.storagetreasures.
com. Cube 1141 Blair Jami 
Colquitt

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 
Feb. 7 & 14, 2024)

450374

LEGAL
NOTICE
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The Scoop Today and Shopper’s Guide are now available 
by FREE eSubscription to residents and businesses in 
Stephenson and Jo Daviess 
Counties.

As an alternative to mail, a free 
digital eSubscription will be 
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eSubscription will be emailed 
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news before the newspaper is hot off the press!
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telemarketing calls, no solicitation, no 
strings attached, just convenient, free delivery, 
compliments of our advertisers.
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M P C I
Revenue Protection

Winter Wheat-Forage Coverage
Deadline is

September 30, 2023
240 W. Main St., Suite A, 

Lena, IL 61048
815-369-4225

FHN holding 
live and 
virtual 
hiring event 
August 24

 FHN is looking to add tal-
ented and qualified nurses, 
medical assistants, nursing 
assistants, imaging technolo-
gists, and clinical therapists to 
the FHN team with an upcom-
ing Hiring Event.

 On-the spot interviews, 
tours of select departments, 
and real-time offers will be 
available at the event, set for 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday, 
Aug. 24 at FHN Memorial 
Hospital, 1045 W. Stephenson 
Street in Freeport.  “We will 
have representatives in the 
main lobby of the hospital to 
greet candidates,” said FHN 
Talent Acquisition Specialist 
Rilee Smith. “Just identify 
yourself as an interested can-
didate and we’ll get you go-
ing in the right direction to, if 
you’re a good fit for our team, 
walk out with a job offer.”

 FHN offers first-day bene-
fits which includes an exten-
sive benefit package, tuition 
assistance, flexible time off 
and eligible positions may 
qualify for certification and/or 
BSN stipends.

 A virtual option also is 
available now through Aug. 
24 Visit www.fhn.org/hirin-
gevent for more information 
and to begin the process.

 Chuck Jackson presents the Knights of Columbus Scholarship to Olivia Harnish 
on Sunday, Aug. 13. Congratulations, Olivia!

SUBmITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Local student receives scholarship
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24-HOUR SERVICE ON ALL BRANDS

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

www.superiorhvacservices.com

New installation • Remodeling
Routine maintenance • Repairs

409646
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ACCIDENTS HAPPEN!
Let us take the worry out of having your vehicle repaired.

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

 Alaina Dinderman (Snappy Snazzers) wins the Dairy Showman of Showman class. 
Youth in Stephenson County exhibited 4-H projects this past month at various shows 
held out at the Stephenson County Fairgrounds and at the Stephenson County Farm 
Bureau. For more photos, see inside.

Panthers building 
back in hopes 
of another 
postseason run
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 Excluding the 2020 Covid 
year, the Lena-Winslow Pan-
thers have won three consec-
utive Illinois Class 1A State 
Football Titles.  Although the 
Panthers lost a majority of last 
year’s squad, many believe Le-
Win has what it takes to make 
another deep postseason run. 

 “We lost 10 starters on de-
fense and eight starters on of-
fense,” Lena-Winslow head 
coach Ric Arand shared just 
before practice for the 2023 
season started.  Arand is enter-
ing his 27th season as the Pan-
thers’ head coach.  The expe-
rienced instructor will have to 
find a way to take a roster filled 
mostly with new faces and help 
them reach their full potential 
once again.  

 If anyone is capable of do-
ing that, it’s Arand.  Through 
26 years, Arand holds a career 
record of 234-66.  More than 
Arand, the Panther-Strong pro-
gram has set the standard for 
winning across Illinois High 
School Football.  Not only 
have they captured three con-
secutive titles, but six in total.  
The Panthers have stamped 
their name in the Illinois histo-
ry books and this 2023 squad is 
hoping to do much of the same. 

 Despite losing so many to 
graduation, the Panthers still 
return some familiar names 

this season.  Gage Dunker 
gets plenty of action as he re-
turns as an outside lineback-
er on defense and the team’s 
fullback on offense.  Dunker, 
the younger brother of Gen-
nings Dunker, who is now on 
the Iowa Hawkeyes, looks to 
lead the way for the Panthers.  
Dunker will have some famil-
iar faces blocking ahead of him 
as the Panthers return two start-
ing offensive linemen.  Odin 
Stabenow and Tanner Kempel 
will look to hold things down 
on the edge as the Panthers’ of-
fensive tackles.  

 Outside of that, howev-
er, Le-Win is going to have a 
plethora of new faces on the 
field in 2023.  “We need a lot 
of guys to step up and ma-
ture quickly to be successful,” 
Arand shared. 

 The Panthers will have 
to replace a number of guys 
along the line of scrimmage.  
Luke Kempel, Luke Staben-
ow, Brady Aurand, and Alex 
Packard will all be playing 
on the offensive and defen-
sive line.  Mason Spidahl and 
Quinn Rodebaugh will both 
get opportunities at tight end 
and defensive end as well.  Ca-
sey Klever also lines up at tight 
end on offense, but he’s off the 
line on the defensive side as an 
outside linebacker.  

SUBmITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Stephenson County 4-H Fair winner See PantherS, Page 6
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Organization to receive federal funding to help 
launch regional water sustainability industry
Innovation 
hub hopes to 
produce 500 
jobs within 2 
years
By Dilpreet Raju
Capitol News illiNois

A Chicago organization fo-
cused on drinking water sus-
tainability will receive a $15 
million federal grant over the 
next two years for a project 
aimed at jumpstarting a region-
al clean water industry. 

The U.S. National Science 
Foundation awarded the grant 
to Current Innovation NFP, 
a nonprofit “innovation hub” 
whose mission is to “solve 
pressing water challenges 
caused by climate change and 
pollution.” It will receive one 
of 10 inaugural NSF Engine 
awards aimed at using science 
and technology to drive region-

al economies.
Current’s Great Lakes Water 

Innovation Engine, also called 
Great Lakes ReNEW, includes 
more than 50 regional partner 
organizations from Illinois, In-
diana, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Ohio and Wisconsin. 

Between the partner organi-
zations, which range from non-
profits to educational institu-
tions and for-profit companies, 
the project aims to train 500 
people for jobs related to water 
technology within the first two 
years. 

While the initial grant covers 
two years, it could grow to an 
eventual $160 million invest-
ment over a 10-year period so 
long as the project progresses 
towards its goals.

At an announcement Jan. 
30, Gov. JB Pritzker called the 
federal funding a “win for our 
economy and for our environ-
ment” as climate pressures con-
tinue to mount.

“Fresh water is drying up. 

Nations across the globe are 
grappling with unprecedented 
water shortages, and over time, 
it will become the world’s most 
precious resource,” he said.

Great Lakes ReNEW will 
develop methods for selectively 
separating wastewater mole-
cules to retrieve different min-
erals used in the production of 
electric parts. 

“Our advantage in the Great 
Lakes region is that we are 
home to one-fifth of the planet’s 
fresh water,” Pritzker said.

Current, which will lead the 
regional project, aims to launch 
and invest in dozens of water 
tech companies while using a 
testbed for those companies to 
develop technologies that aim 
to attract water-intensive man-
ufacturers.

The end goal is a circular 
economy centered on refining 
wastewater, removing chemi-
cals such as PFAS—sometimes 
called “forever chemicals”—
while retaining minerals like 

cobalt, lithium and nickel. 
These minerals are necessary 
when producing rechargeable 
batteries, most of which are 
currently produced overseas, 
making them valuable to do-
mestic tech companies.

Toni Preckwinkle, Cook 
County Board president, said 
the investment will benefit 
communities affected by envi-
ronmental racism.

“We simply will not survive 
if we don’t invest in clean wa-
ter,” she said.

The Great Lakes hold about 
90 percent of all fresh water in 
the United States and the Na-
tional Science Foundation es-
timates 40 million people rely 
on the lakes for clean drinking 
water.

Alaina Harkness, executive 
director of Current and princi-
pal investigator of the project, 

said water scarcity is something 
to tackle as early as possible.

“Today, we waste too much 
of our water and the valuable 
materials it carries—materials 
that we need to power the elec-
trification of our society,” she 
said.

Harkness said the environ-
ment and economy have always 
been inextricably linked.

“No economy or society is 
sustainable beyond the eco-
systems and natural resources 
we all rely on,” she said. “We 
don’t have time to waste, we do 
have two years and $15 million 
to show meaningful, measur-
able progress on new science to 
extract valuable minerals from 
our wastewater.”

Harkness said the project will 
“help address both our environ-
mental and economic challeng-
es, generating solutions to plan-

etary concerns while creating 
good jobs and opportunities for 
people to build wealth and sta-
bility.”

Within the two-year period, 
it also plans to engage 1,000 
youth across the region in 
STEM-related programs. 

Crafting sensor networks that 
can detect real-time informa-
tion on chemical levels in water 
will be another short-term aim, 
said Junhong Chen, co-princi-
pal investigator and lead water 
strategist at Argonne National 
Laboratory based in Chicago’s 
western suburb of Lemont.

“The breakthroughs will play 
a pivotal role in securing our do-
mestic supply chain, supporting 
electrification and advancing 
our clean energy future,” Chen 
said. “While it might sound like 
science fiction, I assure you it is 
not.”
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Place Your 
Service Ad

Call Jessica or Cyndee at 
(815) 369-4112 

for details

Minimum of 4 weeks 
Additional Sizes Available

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

Nick Judge • 815-990-8937
www.sixpointservices.com

Residential and 
Commercial

Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning

Window Washing
Holiday Lighting

Fully insured
413671

PEARL CITY SEAMLESS 
GUTTERS INC.

815-291-6449

5” & 6” Seamless 
Gutters & Gutter Guards Available. 

Multi-color, Color Match.
Owner Operated

423071

(Formerly Wybourn Construction)

Cell: 608-558-1095
Lena, IL

bobwybourn@gmail.com
• Windows•Doors•Kitchens

•Bathrooms•Decks
No Job Too Small To Appreciate!

407366

10240 N. Old Mill Rd.
McConnell, IL 61050

815-541-3348
heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

450694

2024 Models are starting to arrive!
Get a jump start on spring.

Hurry in 
for best 

selection 
on 

remaining 
snow 

blowers!

385630

240 W. Main St., Suite C • Lena, IL
Call for a quote • 815-369-4747

PRICE • COVERAGE • SERVICE

Gretchen
Rackow

Joe
Werhane

• Auto • Motorcycle • Boat • 

• Snowmobile • RV •

• Home • Renters • 

• Condo • Rented Dwelling •  

• Mobile Home •

• Business • Farm • Life • 

www.bussianinsurance.com

450768

Oral health care before, during and after pregnancy 
  As National Children’s 

Dental Health Month begins, 
it is a suitable time to stress 
that women who are pregnant 
or planning to be pregnant 
should be aware that their 
oral health has a direct 
impact on their developing 
fetus. Rising hormone levels 
and physiological changes 
that occur during pregnancy 
can lead to dental problems 
such as gingivitis, (swollen, 
red gums) loose teeth in the 
absence of oral disease, tooth 
erosion, tooth decay, and 
periodontal disease (which 
is associated with premature 
birth and low birth weight). 
They may also develop 
pregnancy tumors of the 
gums (pyogenic granuloma). 
These are not cancerous, may 
bleed, and are the result of 
increased progesterone levels 
and inflammation. 

 Approximately two-
thirds of pregnant women 
experience morning sickness 
and/or acid reflux, which 

can lead to elevated levels of 
acid in the mouth. Pregnant 
women often develop food 
cravings, especially for foods 
with a high sugar content, 
which further increases 
acidity in the mouth. These 
acids can erode the protective 
enamel layer of your 
teeth and lead to cavities. 
Therefore, it is best for both 
you and your unborn child 
that you schedule a dental 
appointment before you 
become pregnant. 

 Diagnosing and treating 
oral health issues and 
having your teeth cleaned 
will help assure that you 
begin your pregnancy in the 
best oral health, which will 

promote both your and your 
child’s overall health. This 
also allows your dentist to 
evaluate your oral health 
routine and make sure that 
you have the knowledge and 
guidance to effectively deal 
with pregnancy related dental 
issues.

 Maintaining oral 
health throughout your 
pregnancy is necessary and 
dental checkups are safe. 
However, make sure that 
your obstetrician has contact 
information for your dentist. 
Each pregnancy is unique, 
and you may have medical 
conditions that will need to 
be conveyed to your dentist. 
When scheduling a dental 
appointment, let your dentist 
know you are pregnant. 
Provide a complete health 
history, with a list of all over-
the-counter medications, 
vitamins, supplements, and 
prescription medications that 
you are currently taking, as 
well as contact information 

for your obstetrician. Your 
dentist will want to inform 
your obstetrician if you 
have significant periodontal 
disease, as this presents a 
potential risk for premature 
birth and low birth weight. 

 While routine preventative 
and emergency dental care 
can be provided at any point 
in your pregnancy, non-
emergency dental procedures 
are best conducted during the 
second trimester and should 
not be scheduled during the 
last six weeks of pregnancy. 
Elective dental procedures 
should not be carried out 
until after your child is born. 

 If you experience a 
dental emergency, know 
that diagnostic x-rays will 
not harm your fetus and 
your dentist will provide 
a protective apron with a 
thyroid collar. Treatment for 
a dental infection must not be 
delayed. Acute dental pain is 
considered a harmful stressor 
in pregnancy, as it can elevate 

oxytocin and cortisol levels. 
Taking antibiotics that are 
deemed safe for use during 
pregnancy and effective pain 
management will decrease 
stress for both mom and 
baby. 

 Pregnancy can add a 
whole new meaning to the 
word exhaustion. Do not 
allow this to interfere with 
your oral care routine.  When 
you care for yourself, you 
are also caring for your 
unborn child. When you do 
not remove the bacteria in 
your mouth, it can enter the 
bloodstream and travel to the 
uterus. It is imperative that 
you floss and brush your teeth 
twice a day with fluoride 
toothpaste. If you have 
morning sickness, do not 
brush your teeth immediately 
after you vomit. Instead, rinse 
with fluoridated tap water. 
Using a small, soft toothbrush 
and brushing later in the 
morning, after the worst 
of the nausea has passed, 

often helps. Drink plenty 
of tap water, as its’ fluoride 
strengthens your teeth and 
provides defense against 
tooth decay. Rinse with tap 
water between meals, as 
frequent snacking also leads 
to the increased production 
of the bacteria, Streptococcus 
mutans, which produces 
higher levels of acid that 
weaken enamel. Your dentist 
may also prescribe a fluoride 
rinse. Your babies’ teeth are 
forming by the end of your 
first trimester, so make sure 
to eat a nutritious diet high in 
calcium, protein and vitamins 
A, C, D and B12, and low in 
sugar, throughout your entire 
pregnancy. When taking 
vitamin supplements, such as 
folic acid, do not choose the 
chewy or gummy types that 
stick on your teeth. 

 After delivery, if you have 
not experienced any dental 
complications, you can return 

IN*CI*DENTAL*LY

By
Dr. Stephen 
petraS 
Illinois Licensed 
General Dentist

See health care, Page 16
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 help wanted

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

  business & service

 real estate

 real estate

FIND YOUR NEXT RIDE
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

For details on placing
your Help Wanted ad in 
our Classified Section

Call 815-369-4112

422786

v v v v v v

 transportation
Automobiles

2000 S-10 BLAZER 4x4, new 
brakes & tires, 4 dr/power win-
dows. $3,100 OBO 262-914-
1091.

2010 TOYOTA COROLLA LE 
Good brakes, good tires, new 
battery. No rust. 183500 miles. 
Good running car! $5,150. Call 
815-520-1094.

Trucks & Trailers
CARGO TRAILER 5x8 En-
closed, needs cosmetic work. 
Elkhorn location $295. 262-949-
6997.

Misc. Services

 for sale
Announcements

CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Burial Needs
7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to 
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva, 
WI 53147. This is a private sale. 
Contact Randy, the seller at 
randy@slpublishers.com.

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial 
status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number 
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OP-
PORTUNITY

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$

IF SO, WE WILL RUN YOUR AD IN THE
SCOOP TODAY AND SHOPPER’S GUIDE AT

No Charge!

Ads will not be accepted without the following information. Only one free ad per month.

YOUR NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you selling a single item for

LESS THAN $100?

$$$ $$$
Private Party Only

Just fill out the coupon below and drop off or mail to:
Rock Valley Publishing, FREE Ad,

240 W Main St Suite B, Lena IL 61048

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

38
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Auction  Deadline
is Noon Friday! 

Contact Rhonda at
rmarshall@rvpublishing.com 

for information on advertising.

 for rent
Apartments

LENA 1BDR Ground floor apart-
ment. Appliances furnished. 
$395/month. No Smoking 815-
369-2827

Auctions

PRIVATE PARTY
ONLY.

Ad must be
prepaid.

Deadlines vary.

Call
815-877-4044

The Wheel Deal
Place your car, truck, motorcycle,

boat or RV for one price and it
runs for up to 16 weeks.

$1995
1st three lines

Extra lines are $1.95 each

17 Papers

Starts for 4 weeks and if not sold you call us
and we will renew at no additional charge!

(Maximum run 16 weeks total)

42
27

85

444841

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing is looking for a Part-

Time Advertising Sales Executive. 
Approximately 20 hours per week.

We publish newspapers, shoppers, and 
niche publications throughout the stateline. 
You have the opportunity to sell into all Rock 
Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making 
your paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:

Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising
Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com

Fax: (262) 725-6844 Auction  Deadline is Noon Friday! 
Contact Rhonda at rmarshall@rvpublishing.com 

for information on advertising.

Lots/Acreage
LAND FOR SALE 53 acres for 
sale between Orangeville and 
McConnell. Look for signs. 10617 
N. Orangeville Rd. Call 815-789-
4012

Help Wanted
EXTENSION EDUCATOR, 
SNAP-ED U of IL Extension 
seeking a SNAP-ED educator to 
provide educational leadership 
for nutrition and wellness pro-
gram delivery in Boone, Carroll, 
DeKalb, Lee, Ogle, and White-
side Counties. Master’s degree 
required. To apply: http://go.il-
linois.edu/1021478. Remains 
open until filled. EEO Employer.

Guns & Militaria Auction
with Ammo, Reloading Equipment, & Sportsmen’s Gear

Sat. & Sun., February 17-18

8512 S. Union Rd. Union, IL 60180
Live and Online! See all the lots at

DonleyAuctions.com
Call Randy Donley at 815-790-9435

Info@DonleyAuctions.com

Starts at 10am each day. Doors open at 8am.
Preview Friday Feb. 16 Noon-7pm

45
05

05

WE BUY BUSINESSES
Fast cash - quick close

Min. $500k in sales

815-209-0025

44
04

73

NORTH PRAIRIE 
APARTMENTS - STOCKTON

Managed by CMS Management, LLC

Applications are available in the hallway of 
108 building, across from laundry.

This Institution in an Equal Opportunity Provider.

108 Mathilda Drive, Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-2237
1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Apartments

Laundry Facility On-Site • Appliances Furnished

39
41

58
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Like and Follow us on www.facebook.com/sullivansfoods | Check us out or order online at www.sullivansfoods.net | We reserve the right to limit quantities and correct printing errors. All items not available at all stores. 
Sullivan’s Foods has hired a company called Telecheck to process all checks written at our stores. Telecheck has set guidelines in place for processing checks.

Telecheck has a $300 limit for check writing with purchases. If you have an order larger than $300, you may need to pay any remaining balance by cash, credit, or debit card.

BUY 5 
SAVE $5

MIX & MATCH SALE!

SAVE $5 WHEN
YOU BUY ANY

5 QUALIFYING ITEMS

SEE INSERT
FOR DETAILS

TOMATOES
ON THE
VINE

1.69 lb

Sullivan’s Signature

SUPER LEAN
GROUND 
BEEF ROUND

4.88

1.99

New York 
Style
BAGELS
Select Varieties
4 ct

Niagara
WATER
24 pk/8 oz or
16.9 oz Bottles

2.99

Prices Effective: Wednesday, January 3 thru Tuesday, January 9, 2024
ALL ITEMS WHILE SUPPLIES LAST I NO RAIN CHECKS I NO RETURNS I NO EXCHANGES

ONE  DAY  ONLY 
January  6

Sliced 
to 

Order

59¢
lb

Michigan 
HONEYCRISP
APPLES

2.99lb

Meat Master’s
Deli Fresh
POLISH 
COOKED 
HAM

No 
Limit!

Family Pack
US Grade A
BONELESS 
CHICKEN 
BREAST

1.69lb 3.49

Frescados
TORTILLAS
Low Carb 
White or Wheat 
Carb Fit
8-10 ct

HEALTHY  NEW  YEAR

HEALTHY  NEW  YOU

lb

Available at all Sullivans Foods including:  
103 W North Ave, Stockton

815.947.3318 
201 Dodds Dr, Lena

815.369.2311
OPEN 6AM TO 9PM 7 DAYS A WEEK

www.sullivansfoods.net 
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3.99lb

VALENTINE 
DECORATED 
CUPCAKES
White or 
Chocolate
12 ct

7.59

VALENTINE 
CAKE
White or Chocolate
12 ct

7.99

SWEETNESS 
CARNATIONS
Daisy, Green, Filler

16.99ea

MY 
VALENTINE
Daisy, Carnations,
Sunflower & Filler

15.99ea

MISTY 
MAGIC
BOUQUET
Spider Mum, 
Fillers or Green

16.99ea

ROSE 
RADIANCE 
ASSORTED 
BOUQUET
Rainbow or Bi Color
Dozen

21.99ea

3.99lb

Sullivan’s Signature
BRATS OR 
ROPE
SAUSAGES
Select Varieties

PERFECT

FOR THE
BIG 

GAME!!

BIG GAME SPECIALS

Cake 
of the 
Week

2.99

Fresh Baked
HAMBURGER 
OR HOT DOG 
BUNS
6 ct

ROSE RADIANCE 
ASSORTED 
BOUQUET
Red Roses & Filler

26.99

Sullivan’s Signature
Fully Cooked, Heat & Serve

GOURMET 
SMOKEHOUSE
PULLED PORK
4.99lb

US Grade A

CHICKEN
WINGS

Family Pack

1.89 lb

AVOCADOS
69¢

ea

Red Ripe

STRAWBERRIES
2/$6

Prices Effective: Wednesday, February 7 thru Tuesday, February 13, 2024
ALL ITEMS WHILE SUPPLIES LAST I NO RAIN CHECKS I NO RETURNS I NO EXCHANGES

February  11th-14th  |  Valentine  Floral  Sale

Like and Follow us on www.facebook.com/sullivansfoods | Check us out or order online at www.sullivansfoods.net | We reserve the right to limit quantities and correct printing errors. All items not available at all stores. 
Sullivan’s Foods has hired a company called Telecheck to process all checks written at our stores. Telecheck has set guidelines in place for processing checks.

Telecheck has a $300 limit for check writing with purchases. If you have an order larger than $300, you may need to pay any remaining balance by cash, credit, or debit card.

Cake of the 

WeekCake of the 

Week

7.99

BIG GAME
FOOTBALL 
CAKE
8 inch4.99

Brew Pub
LOTZZA 
MOTZZA 
PIZZA
20.97-24.52 oz

HOT 
BUY

11.99

Planters
DELUXE 
CASHEWS
8.25 oz

5.99

Planter’s
CASHEWS
8 oz

2/$5

Planters
MIXED
NUTS
10.3 oz

2/$5

Chi-Chi’s
CHIPS OR 
SALSA
Select Varieties
11 oz

2/$6

Mrs. Fishers 
CHIPS
Select Varieties
9.85-12 oz

2/$5

Hormel
CHILI
Select Varieties
11 oz

February  11th-14th  |  Valentine  Floral  Sale

3 DAYS ONLY
DELI SUB & WINGS SPECIALS 
FRIDAY~SATURDAY~SUNDAY 
FEBRUARY 10,11 & 12, 2023

12.99

Ready to Eat
JUMBO
SHRIMP
16-20 ct per lb

5.99

CHICKEN
WING DING
20 ct

$7
Fresh In Store Made
Sullivan’s Signature 

FOOT LONG 
GAME DAY SUB

79¢
ea

HEAD
LETTUCE
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DELI SUB & WINGS SPECIALS 
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12.99

Ready to Eat
JUMBO
SHRIMP
16-20 ct per lb

5.99

CHICKEN
WING DING
20 ct

$7
Fresh In Store Made
Sullivan’s Signature 

FOOT LONG 
GAME DAY SUB

79¢
ea

HEAD
LETTUCE

3 DAYS ONY
DELI SUB, WINGS, SHRIMP, & 

SLIDER SPECIALS!
FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 9, 10, 11, 2024
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Simple Solutions
HAM & SWISS
SLIDER TRAY
12 xt

450658

Interstate 
shootings down 
more than 30% 
in 2023

 In 2023, the Illinois State 
Police’s (ISP) modernization 
of the Divisions of Patrol, the 
creation of Special Operation 
Groups focused on criminal 
interdiction, and the continued 
implementation of a data-fo-
cused command structure led 
to a decrease in interstate shoot-
ings and fatal crashes.  These 
same enforcement strategies 
also yielded more arrests, as 
well as increases in gun and ve-
hicle recoveries.

 “ISP saw a growing problem 
in Illinois, used data and first-
hand expertise to efficiently 
address problems, and achieved 
results – the absolute model of 
what state government can and 
should do for its citizens,” said 
Governor JB Pritzker.  “The 
decrease in fatal expressway 
shootings and crashes is an im-

portant step on the road to a saf-
er Illinois, and I thank ISP for 
their innovation and dedication 
to advancing this work.”

 “As an agency, we’ve be-
come more nimble and focused 
on data, making decisions based 
on where the greatest threats to 
public safety emerge, rather 
than following the same old pat-
tern or habits,” said ISP Direc-
tor Brendan F. Kelly.  “Over the 
past several years, we have real-
ly demanded more of ourselves, 
making the tough decisions, 
executing, and empowering the 
most effective law enforcement 
tool there is – the well-trained, 
professional, crime-fighting 
trooper. Challenges remain, but 
we are headed in a good direc-
tion.”

 2023-2022 Patrol Enforce-
ment data:
	•	 Interstate/expressway	

shootings:  In 2023, ISP saw a 
32% decrease in reported in-
terstate/expressway	 shootings	
from2022. 
	•	 Fatal	 Crashes:	 	 In	 2023,	

ISP responded to 7% fewer fa-

tal crashes on interstates than in 
2022. 
	•	Arrests:		In	2023,	ISP	saw	

a 3% increase in patrol arrests 
from 2022 (6,543 arrests in 
2023).
	•	Guns	Recovered:		In	2023,	

ISP patrol reported a 12% in-
crease in guns recovered from 
2022. 
	•	 Vehicles	 Recovered:	 	 In	

2023, ISP patrol saw a 7% in-
crease in vehicles recovered 
from 2022. 

 Additionally, ISP patrol 
seized more than $4.5 million 
in illicit criminal currency and 
more than 10,000 pounds of il-
legal drugs in 2023.

 On Jan. 1, 2023, ISP evolved 
from 21 patrol Districts across 
the state to 11 patrol Troops.  
Moving to Troops enabled 
more officers to be available to 
respond to calls for service 24 
hours a day, seven days a week, 
365 days a year.  This modern-
ized patrol structure reflects the 
best practices of peer states, 
increased command account-
ability, allowed for shifts that 

support officer wellness, and 
helped ISP put officers where 
they are needed most in order to 
reduce interstate shootings and 
crashes, and seize illegal drugs 
and guns.

 ISP also established Special 
Operations Groups (SOGs) 
in 2023.  Officers assigned to 
SOGs are focused on reduc-
ing violent crime, intercepting 
those trafficking in illegal guns 
and drugs before they reach Illi-
nois communities, and reducing 
crashes on Illinois highways.  
The SOGs consist of Statewide 
Anti-Violence	 Enforcement	
(SAVE)	 units,	 Highway	 Inter-
diction	Teams	(HIT),	and	Fatal	
4 Teams. 

 Implementing regional Uni-
fied Command structures has 
allowed ISP Divisions to op-
erate in concert to strategically 
combat crime on multiple, spe-
cialized fronts, including work 
performed by investigative 
agents and forensic services, 
which led to additional arrests.

 ISP continues to increase its 
use of technology, which direct- Florida murder suspect arrested

 On Jan. 30, 2024, the Unit-
ed States Marshals Service ar-
rested 24-year-old Yoel Pare-
des of Freeport at a residence 
in Freeport on  charges related 
to a 2022 homicide that oc-
curred in the State of Florida. 
Paredes was transferred to the 
Stephenson County Jail where 

he is awaiting extraction to 
the State of Florida.

 The public is reminded that 
the defendant is presumed 
innocent and is entitled to a 
fair trial, at which the govern-
ment has the burden of prov-
ing guilt beyond a reasonable 
doubt.

ISP patrol enforcement activity increased, traffic fatalities and shootings decreased in 2023
ly impacts our ability to target 
and track criminal activity.  Au-
tomated	License	Plate	Readers	
(ALPRs)	capture	a	visual	of	ve-
hicle license plates and anytime 
a wanted or suspected vehicle is 
detected	by	an	ALPR,	an	alert	is	
issued and law enforcement are 
better able to locate and track the 
vehicle.  In 2021, ISP installed 
approximately	 100	 ALPRs	
along I-94.  By the end of 2022, 
289	 ALPRs	 were	 installed	 in	
the Chicago area.  In 2023, ISP 
installed	139	additional	ALPRs;	
78 cameras in St. Clair County, 
four in Champaign County, four 
in Morgan County, and 53 cam-
eras in Cook County.  In 2024, 
ISP plans instillations in Ma-
con, Madison, Peoria, Bureau, 
Lake, and Winnebago coun-
ties, with additional cameras 
potentially in Boone, DeKalb, 
DuPage,	Grundy,	Henry,	Kane,	
Kendall,	 LaSalle,	 McHenry,	
Rock	 Island,	 Sangamon,	 and	

Will counties, and Lake Shore 
Drive in Chicago.  

 ISP’s Air Operations unit 
remains an instrumental part in 
safely increasing arrests.  Air 
Operations help make pursuits 
safer by allowing units on the 
ground to terminate high-speed 
pursuits while Air Operations 
continues tracking the fleeing 
vehicles from the air.  This al-
lows units on the ground to 
pre-position themselves to stop 
the vehicle.  During 2023, ISP 
Air Operations missions in Chi-
cago directly resulted in 169 ar-
rests, including seven homicide, 
29 carjacking, and 11 armed 
robbery arrests, as well as 133 
vehicles and 70 weapons recov-
ered.  

 ISP’s crime fighting strate-
gies will continue to evolve as 
crime evolves and we are com-
mitted to reducing shootings 
and fatalities, and getting illegal 
guns and drugs off the streets.

to your regularly scheduled 
dental	visits.	However,	
if you have experienced 
dental complications, try to 
schedule an appointment 

a few weeks following 
delivery. Maintaining 
optimal oral health 
throughout your lifetime is 
critical to both you and your 

child’s overall health. Moms 
with poor oral health can 
also pass damaging bacteria 
to their children through 
kissing, sharing eating 

utensils (such as testing the 
food to see if it is too warm) 
and (never do this) putting 
a pacifier in your mouth to 
“clean” it.

•	Health	care		 (Continued from page 14)


	SCOO 2.7.24_Pg1
	SCOO 2.7.24_Pg2
	SCOO 2.7.24_Pg3
	SCOO 2.7.24_Pg4
	SCOO 2.7.24_Pg5
	SCOO 2.7.24_Pg6
	SCOO 2.7.24_Pg7
	SCOO 2.7.24_Pg8
	SCOO 2.7.24_Pg9
	SCOO 2.7.24_Pg10
	SCOO 2.7.24_Pg11
	SCOO 2.7.24_Pg12
	SCOO 2.7.24_Pg13
	SCOO 2.7.24_Pg14
	SCOO 2.7.24_Pg15
	SCOO 2.7.24_Pg16

