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Jo Daviess Carroll CTE Academy Facebook Photo Rock Valley Publishing

CTE Academy hosts first annual bowl-a-thon
	 The first annual CTE Academy BOWL-A-THON was a huge success!  The event was 
held on March 16 at Stockton Bowling Lanes, where students gathered to bowl and 
raise funds for the CTE Academy Foundation.  Students raised a total of $3,327. The 
CTE Academy Foundation raises funds for a series of needed improvements to the 
CTE Academy’s program areas.  This year funds will go towards new computers.  The 

CTE Academy would like to thank all the donors and sponsors that helped make this 
event so successful.  
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Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 03/19/24. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-
issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per 
depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please 
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Saturday, April 6 • 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Highway 20 • Stockton, IL • 815-947-3470
WURSTER’S  SALES and SERVICE, llc

Small Engine repair for all lawn equipment

We are a dealer of and have a full line of equipment for:

Food & Drawing
Sign up to win an Echo 56 volt trimmer/blower!

We are touched by the generous 
outreach of support that has been 

shown to us in gifts of flowers, 
food, cards, calls, and donations to 

Anna’s memorial.  Your kindness 
and compassion during this time 
is greatly appreciated.  We would 
also like to thank FHN Memorial 
Hospital, Supportive Care, and 

Hospice as well as the Lena Living 
Center for their support and care.

With Grateful Hearts, The Family of Anna Meyers

453003

ThankYou

Obituaries

David Kloepping
	David Duane Kloepping, 

age 71, of Loran, IL passed 
away Tuesday, March 19, 
2024, at his home. He was 
born on March 26, 1952, to 

the late John and Leanella 
(Piper) Kloepping. David 
married Kathleen Schroeder. 
Kathleen passed away May 
26, 2002.

	David was a 1970 gradu-

ate of Lanark High School. 
He farmed his whole life and 
enjoyed hunting in his spare 
time. 

	He is survived by his son, 
John Kloepping of Loran, IL; 

his daughter, Crena (Jason) 
Hamilton of Freeport, IL; 
his brother, Michael (Mary) 
Kloepping of Menasha, WI; 
his nephew, Christopher (Ka-
tie) Kloepping of German 
Town, WI; his niece, Sarah 
Kloepping of Green Bay, WI. 
He was preceded in death by 
his parents and his wife. 

	A visitation will be held on 
Thursday, March 28, 2024, at 
Hermann Funeral Home in 
Pearl City from 2 p.m. to 6 
p.m. Interment will take place 
at Cherry Grove Cemetery in 
Lanark. A memorial fund has 
been established. Condolenc-
es may be shared at www.her-
mannfuneralhome.com.

Diane Wills
	Diane B. Wills, age 71 of 

Warren, passed away Satur-
day, March 16, 2024, at home 
surrounded by her loving fam-
ily.  She was born on Septem-
ber 11, 1952, to John and Lillie 
Redington.   She married the 
love of her life James Wills 
on April 29, 1978, in Warren, 
Illinois at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church.

	Diane graduated from War-
ren High School and worked 
for Micro Switch.   She had a 
love for golf, watching grand-
kids play sports, gourd mak-
ing, collecting Longaberger 
and rusty yard art.   She was 
also entertained by watching 
all the wildlife out her back 
window.

	She is survived by her hus-
band, James Wills, and their 
three children Michelle (Kip) 
Raab of Warren, IL, Ryan 
(Ashley) Wills of Warren, IL, 
and Kimberly (Shawn) Saun-
ders of Apple River, IL. She 
had 9 grandchildren: Brady 
(Ashley)Raab, Emily and Lane 
Raab, Addey and Ayla Wills, 
Tyler (Madysen) Saunders, 
Brayden, Carsyn and Kyron 
Saunders. She is also survived 
by her sister-in-law Hildi 

Redington, 
s i s t e r - i n -
law Donna 
(Bill) Miller, 
and Rich-
ard (Mary) 
Wills. And 
her favorite 
canine, Hol-
ly.

She is preceded in death 
by her parents John and Lillie 
Redington, her brother Larry 
Redington, her father-in-law 
Wilbur Wills, mother-in-law 
Alice Wills, sister-in-law Ros-
ie Wills, and her beloved pets.

	The visitation was held 
at Bartell- Leamon Funeral 
Home in Warren, IL, on Tues-
day, March 19, 2024, followed 
by a service on Wednesday, 
March 20, 2024, at the funeral 
home.  A private family burial 
followed the service at Scales 
Mound Township Cemetery in 
Scales Mound. 

	The family would like to 
give a special thanks to War-
ren Area Ambulance Service 
and   Warren and Stockton 
Police Departments. A memo-
rial fund has been established 
in her memory. Condolences 
may be sent to the family at 
www.leamonfh.com.

Donna Musser
	Donna Lee (Johnson) 

Musser passed away March 
15, 2024, at Liberty Village 
in Freeport, IL, where she had 
been a resident since July of 
2020. She was born May 10, 
1934, to John and Esther (Ko-
ertner) Johnson. She grad-
uated from Pearl City High 
School in 1952. Donna mar-
ried Kenneth Musser on Oc-
tober 4, 1953, in what is now 
Zion Community Church in 
Pearl City; they celebrated 66 
years of marriage. 

	She was a life-long mem-
ber of Zion Community 
Church where she helped start 
the famous Swiss Steak Sup-
per, held various leadership 
roles, taught Sunday School, 
played the piano, and sang. 
She was an election judge at 
Pearl City for decades. She 
was a long-time member of 
the Pearl City American Le-
gion Auxiliary; she helped 
with poppy sales, monthly 
suppers, and held numer-
ous leadership roles. Donna 
was well known for her pies 
and baked goods, being the 
Avon Lady for over 60 years, 
and was an avid knitter. She 
loved to exhibit at local fairs, 
and you would often find her 
name under “Best of Show”. 
She would exhibit canned 
goods, baked goods, and her 
knitting. She enjoyed feeding 
everyone, but especially her 
grandchildren. 

	Married to a farmer, she 
was a dutiful farm wife. She 
tended a massive garden, 
cleaned the milk tanks, and 
did other duties around the 
farm. Once they moved off 
the farm into town, the couple 
enjoyed the socialness that 
town living brought them; 
regular after-school visits 
from their grandchildren, 
watching the traffic, and vis-
iting with friends and neigh-
bors that stopped by. Donna 
was all about the social. You 

would find 
her at grand-
c h i l d r e n ’s 
s p o r t i n g 
events, local 
c o m m u n i -
ty events, 
county fairs, 
and sitting 
out on her 

deck. 
	Donna is preceded in death 

by her husband, Kenneth; 
parents John and Esther; her 
siblings Karl (Elaine) John-
son, Morrell (Betty) Johnson, 
Eileen (Robert) Eaglin, Jean 
(Dale) Wingert, and her son-
in-law Edwin Curry.  She is 
survived by her son: James 
(Denise) Musser; daughters: 
Barbara Curry and Leslie 
Musser. Grandchildren: Joel, 
Darin (Shannon), Brett (Au-
brey), Courtney, Brock (Kim) 
Musser, Kerstin Curry (Cal 
Reiger), Morgan (Keagan) 
Blasing, and Grant Curry 
(Hannah Krahn). She is also 
survived by her great grand-
children: Drake, Brea, Char-
lotte, Gemma, Shea, Sawyer, 
Levi, and Tobias Musser, 
Brixtin and Layla Blasing, 
and Kasey Curry. 

	The family would like to 
thank the staff and residents 
of Liberty Village for taking 
great care of her and embrac-
ing Donna’s last years. In 
addition, we would like to ex-
tend a thank you to Hospice 
for their care and compassion 
over the last several months.

	Funeral service was 
held on Friday, March 22, 
2024, at 10:30 a.m. at Zion 
Community Church in Pearl 
City. There was a visitation 
on Thursday, March 21, 2024, 
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. also at 
the church. Interment took 
place at Oakland Mausoleum 
in Freeport. A memorial 
fund has been established. 
Condolences may be shared at 
www.hermannfuneralhome.
com.

Duane Lotz
	Duane E. Lotz, age 88 of 

Lena, IL, passed away peace-
fully at Liberty Village in 
Freeport, IL surrounded by 
his family on March 19, 2024.  
He was born on April 9, 1935, 
in Freeport, IL the son of Leo 
and Kathryn (Stitzel) Lotz.  
Duane married Jo Ann Bares 
on September 11, 1954, at 
Cherry Grove Church of the 
Brethren in Lanark, IL.

	Duane owned and operated 
Winslow TV for 27 years and 
loved serving his community. 
He owned his own airplane 
and enjoyed flying as well as 
playing basketball and golf. 
He also enjoyed a good card 
game. Duane loved attending 
his children, grandchildren, 
and great grandchildren’s 
sporting events. He was an 
avid Chicago Bears or Chi-
cago White Sox’s fan. For 30 
years Duane and Jo Ann lived 
in Las Vegas and during his 
time there he worked at the 
Imperial Palace Casino.   He 
was a former member of the 
Winslow Town Board and 
Winslow Fire Department, 
as well as a long-time mem-
ber of the St John’s Lutheran 
Church.

D u a n e 
is survived 
by his wife 
Jo Ann of 
Lena; chil-
dren- Steve 
(Julie) Lotz 
of Lena, 
John Lotz of 
Bremerton, 

WA,  Lizabeth “Betsy” (Mi-
chael)  Kopko of Ottawa, IL; 
grandchildren- Susan (Ryan) 
Amendt , Melissa (Jessie) 
Smith, Lilly Lotz, John “JJ” 
Lotz, Kyle Burnett, Angela 
(Ian) Cordero, and Amanda 
Burnett; great-grandchildren- 
Max and Molly Amendt, 
Owen Smith and Oliver 
Cordero; brother- Arthur Lotz 
of Indianapolis, IN; and sis-
ter- Marilee (Walter) Gilliland 
of Fort Wayne, IN.  He is pre-
ceded in death by his parents. 

	The family would like to 
thank Dr. Richard Bell and 
Staff at FHN and Manor 
Court staff for their excellent 
care. 

	A private family funeral 
service will be held at a lat-
er date. Cremation rites have 
been accorded. Condolences 
may be sent to the family at 
www.leamonfh.com.
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An event to remember

A day to recall.

A savior whose example

Gives hope to us all.

Gift of
Renewal

May you have a 
blessed Easter.

435305 453219

625 Country Lane Drive
Lena, Illinois  61048

815-369-4035
Website: stjohnslena.org

Email: office@stjohnslena.org
Find us on Facebook

This is what 
Love looks like - 

God’s love for us in Christ

Worship with our family at St. John’s 
this Holy Week and find out what 

God’s love looks like for you!

7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Worship
 Holy Communion
 Stripping of the Altar
 
7:00 p.m. Good Friday Tenebrae Worship
 Singing is Acapella

7, 9 and 10:30 a.m.
 Easter Worship
 Special Music
 Children’s Message
 Power Point & Video

8 a.m. Easter Breakfast - eggs, sausage,
  pancakes, donuts, coffee, milk
 Served by our Junior & Senior 
  High Youth
 Free will donation

Artwork by Lisa Lobdell, used with permission.

Grilling season 
is upon us!

Join in on the 
fun!

Meat Raffle
Sunday, April 14

Cory’s Pub & Grill, Winslow, IL
at 1 p.m.

All proceeds to Support the McConnell 
American Legion Auxiliary Post 1225

Meat provided by AJ Lena Maid Meats

453220

Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church

	All are invited to worship 
at Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, 118 E. Mason St. 
Lena, IL. on Easter Sunday, 
March 31, 2024, to celebrate 
Easter Sunrise worship. Ser-
vice will be at 7 a.m. The Gos-
pel will be from Mark 16:1-8. 
Easter Sunday Worship ser-
vice will be held at 9:30 a.m. 
with special music by choir, 
and handbells. Holy Commu-
nion will be celebrated in this 
service. This week’s gospel 
reading is from Luke 24:13-
49.

	On Wednesday, April 3 the 
Peace Corps Quilting group 
will meet from 8 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m.  No quilting experience 
necessary and all are wel-
come to join. Come and tie 
the quilts and make difference 
in the world.

	All the services will be 
recorded and be available 
on church’s Facebook page 
and website. Please visit our 
website and (http://goodshep-
herdlena.org/) and Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/
GSLCLenaIL) for informa-
tion. Please contact the church 
office at 815-369-5552 with 
any questions. 

St. John’s Lutheran 
Church 

	St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Pearl City, will cel-
ebrate Maundy Thursday on 
March  28 at 7 p.m., Good 
Friday on March  29 at 7 
p.m., and Easter Sunday on 
March  31.   Children will be 
receiving their first commu-
nion at the Maundy Thursday 
service.

	Everyone is welcome to 
come play cards and domi-
noes on Thursday, March 28 
at 1 p.m. and dominoes on 
Tuesday, April 2 at 9 a.m. 

	The April Grace Meal will 
be on Sunday, April 21. Meals 
can be picked up between 11 
a.m. and 12:30 p.m. on the 
21.   Reservations are due in 
the church office by Thurs-
day, April 18.   The menu for 
the April meal will be Pork 
Chops, Lutheran Potatoes, 

Corn, Cole Slaw and Tapioca 
Pudding.   This meal is pos-
sible due to donations and a 
grant from the Foundation of 
Northwest Illinois.

	The Healthy Wolves group 
will be packing backpacks on 
Thursday, April 4 at 3:15 p.m. 
If interested in donating to 
this ministry, reach out to the 
church office for more infor-
mation.

	St. John’s will be hosting 
a Wellness Screening on Sat-
urday, May 4 from 8 a.m. to 
10:30 a.m.   The screenings 
done will include blood pres-
sure, glucose, and cholesterol 
for adults (fasting is not re-
quired).  It is open to the pub-
lic and free of charge.	

	St. John’s Lutheran Church 
of Pearl City is an ELCA 
parish and is located at 229 
First St. in Pearl City.  We are 
handicapped accessible.   If 
you need to contact the pastor 
or church, you may call 815-
443-2215 for information.

Evangelical Free 
Church of Lena

	The Evangelical Free 
Church of Lena will sponsor 
Egg Hunts for all children at 
the following homes:

Friday, March 29, 10 a.m. 
at Corbin home, 230 S. Sum-
mit, Pearl City, IL.

Friday, March 29, 10:30 
a.m. at Graham home, 503 
Locust St., Lena, IL.

Saturday, March 30 2:00 
p.m. at Campbell home, 208 
Butternut Drive, Lena, IL.

	Good Friday service will 
be held at 7 p.m. Easter Sun-
day service will be held at 10 
a.m. 

Salem United Church 
of Christ

	Join Salem United Church 
of Christ for an Easter ser-
vice led by Pastor Christopher 
Ham on Sunday, March 31, 
2024, at 10 a.m. Before ser-
vice, an Easter breakfast will 
be held on the lower level 
from 8:30 to 9:45 a.m. Chil-
dren’s Sunday School is held 
during church service at 10 
a.m.

	The Wednesday Break-
fast Bunch will meet April 4 
at 8 a.m. at Landmark Fam-
ily Restaurant, 1 East Main 
Street, Freeport, Illinois.  Ev-
eryone is welcome to join.

	Please join for Crafternoon 
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. on the 
third Wednesday of each 
month. During this time there 
are snacks, a brief devotional 
thought, and plenty of time to 
work on crafts individually or 
together. This is hosted on the 
lower level of Salem United 
Church of Christ, and all are 
welcome to join. 

	For more information on 
any Salem related items con-
tact 815-369-4511 or  salem-
wingsofjoy@yahoo.com.

McConnell 
Community Church 
Holy Week services
	Maundy Thursday Service 

will be held on March 28 at 
6:30 p.m. Easter Sunday Res-
urrection Service will be held 
on March 31 with breakfast at 
8 a.m. and worship at 9 a.m.

Calvary Church of 
Stockton 

	The public is invited to 
any and all of the activi-
ties during Passion week at 
Calvary Church of Stockton 
who will be holding a Maun-
dy Thursday Service, and a 
Good Friday service, in ad-
dition to an Easter Day Ser-
vice and Breakfast.

	At 7 p.m. on March 28, 
at the Maundy Thursday 
Service, Calvary holds a 
special service that every-
one looks forward to.     The 
focus of the message will 
be on the value of the “30 
Pieces of Silver” which was 
given as payment to Judas 
for Jesus.    Calvary Church 
practices Open Communion 
which means that anyone 
who professes Christ may 
partake. 

	Easter Sunday will begin 
with a breakfast and brief 
message at 8 a.m.      Sunday 
School for both adults and 
children will begin at 8:45 
a.m.      The Easter message 
will start at 10 a.m. 

Church news

M6 Painting & Wallcovering

Samuel Martinez • Lena, IL • 608-214-4662
smartinez@m6paintingwallcovering.com

Scan the QR code to see our Facebook page!

House Painting - Interior - Exterior - Wallcovering - Quality Assured
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Opinion

Funny things you think, do and say when you are a widow 
You know what they say: 

sometimes you just have to 
laugh. And why not?

Laughter can be healing. 
It can be an escape. It lowers 
stress. It gives a boost to 
your immune system. It is 
relaxing. It is stimulating. It 
increases endorphins and It 
can provide a respite from an 
otherwise bleak situation. It 
can be fun.

And what, if not 
widowhood, correlates so 
very closely with laughter? 
I can’t think of a thing, she 
said with a wry, all-knowing, 
sarcastic smile.

Gotcha.
Being a widow has 

provided a unique, albeit, 

quirky and (dare I say) weird 
outlook into the everyday and 
even the mundane. Nothing 
is expected or unexpected. 
It is new and heartbreaking 
and hilarious - all at the same 
time. 

I hesitate to share, because 
the humor of widowhood 
can be dark, or at least dark-
ish. But don’t knock it until 
you’ve lived it. Sometimes 

you just have to giggle at the 
pain. 

I do it all the time.
Take this afternoon. I 

was in a good mood and 
looked at myself in the 
bathroom mirror and said, 
rather jokingly, “I hope my 
boyfriend calls tonight.” 
Until I remembered … 

I don’t have a boyfriend. 
(A note about sanity here: 

It is sanctioned and definitely 
okay to talk to yourself in 
the mirror when you are a 
widow. Who else do you 
have to talk to?)

Back to my mirror, mirror 
on the wall: 

My original statement 
(to myself) was somehow 
exceedingly humorous to me 
in that moment. I gave myself 
a smile in the mirror and said 
it out loud, “You don’t have a 
boyfriend.” 

Next, through my giggles 
I whispered, “Yet.” And 
that one extra word seemed 
vindicating in a number of 

ways. Plus hilarious—and 
hopeful.

I’ll take hopeful any day, 
even Tuesday.

But there’s more!
Bedmaking 2.1: I still 

sleep in “my” side of the 
bed. Yet when I wash the 
sheets, I have to do the whole 
set - both sides. This seems 
like half a waste - washing 
half-clean, half-dirty sheets. I 
wish there was a way to wash 
half the bed, but I’ve yet to 
determine a solution to that 
one. 

Maybe I could sleep on 
each side of the bed half the 
time, a night here and a night 
there, in order to use the 
sheets evenly.

I thought about this, 
and then considered the 
downside. I mean, think 
about it, a woman sleeping 
here and there—willy-nill—
depending on the night. It just 
isn’t for me. I was in a loyal 
marriage for more than three 
decades. I didn’t make it this 

far to engage in behavior 
that could get me accused of 
sleeping around—even if it is 
within my own bed.

Oh goodness, who am I 
kidding? I’m not nearly that 
exciting. I don’t even have a 
TV in my bedroom.

One final example: Remote 
controls (okay, that’s multiple 
examples, but you catch my 
gist.)

I now enjoy possession of 
the TV remote. And the fan 
remote. And a remote for 
which I know not its purpose, 
but it is a remote and it is 
mine.

Dang, I’m not lying 
people, it feels good to 
actually hold the remote (or 
maybe three of them) in my 
two hands.

I’m not going to imply nor 
allege that I have mastered 
the control of the remotes. 
I’ve only been a widow for 
three years; give me time. 
But I do have possession, and 
I’ve heard (from someone I 

may have been married to) 
that possession is nine-tenths 
of the law.

For now, that will have 
to suffice. And in finding 
congruity with the theme 
of this column, holding the 
remotes, while not fully 
understanding their function, 
gives me a knowing, wry 
smile.

I’m smiling more these 
days, whether it’s in 
response to the incongruity 
of widowhood or life in 
general—or maybe just the 
fact that I’m alive, the sun is 
shining and I’m finding new 
ways to giggle at myself each 
a day, even if the gal in the 
mirror is the only one who 
sees it. 

(So far.)
Isn’t that grand?
Jill Pertler is an award-

winning syndicated 
columnist, published 
playwright and author. Don’t 
miss a slice; follow the Slices 
of Life page on Facebook.

By
Jill
Pertler
Columnist

Slices of life

Guidelines for writing, 
submitting a letter to the editor

	Rock Valley Publishing encourages readers to reach 
out to the community by writing a letter to the editor. 

	Letters are limited to 500 words. Authors must 
include their first and last name, the city or village 
in which they reside, and a phone number and email 
address where they can be reached in case of questions. 

Send letters to: scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
Letter-writers will be limited to one letter per 

month except for locally elected officials, or individuals 
specifically associated with local village governments or 
entities such as school districts, park districts or library 
districts.

	No letters directed to a third party will be accepted for 
publication.

	We reserve the right to edit a letter for reasons of 
clarity, space restrictions and libel. 

Female veterans brunch
	The Lena American Legion Auxiliary will 

honor female veterans with a brunch on Sat-
urday, April 20, 2024, at 9:30 a.m.  This will 
be held at the Lena American Legion Home 
at 316 W. Main St., Lena.   There will be no 
charge for this brunch. Join for fellowship 
and entertainment. Please call 815-369-4684 
or  jamcps54@yahoo.com to make reserva-
tions or with any questions.  Reservations are 
requested by April. 10.

McConnell Easter Egg Hunt
	The Annual McConnell Easter Egg Hunt 

will be held rain or shine on Saturday, March 
30 at Community Church Hall, 211 N. Hulbert 
Rd., in McConnell. All children up to age 10 
may participate.   Registration begins at 12:30 
p.m. and the Egg Hunt will begin at 1 p.m. 
sharp. This event is sponsored by The McCon-
nell Area Historical Society.

News briefs

Support the buSineSSeS
that Support you!

393039
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STATELINE CONSIGNMENT AUCTION 
HUGE 3 DAY AUCTION!! 

 
FRIDAY APRIL 19TH  -  SATURDAY APRIL 20TH  -  SUNDAY APRIL 21ST 

Friday April 19th –����������������
Saturday April 20th –����������������
Sunday April 21st –��������������

ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS!! 
Monday – Friday 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM or By Appointment 

101 E Murray St Browntown WI 53522   –   Mike Powers (608) 214-5761 

“Where Auctions Come To Life” 
451779

Saturday, aPrIL 27 • 9 a.M.
SCHradEr SPrING EQuIP. auCtION

5995 IL 75 E. • dakota, IL
Selling: Tractors, field equip, livestock equip., fencing, shop & yard 
equip., hay & straw, lumber, vehicles. NO guns or household items. 

Get listings in NOW to advertise. 815-449-2215
452689

ANNUAL SPRING 
HAZELHURST CONSIGNMENT 

LIVE VIRTUAL AUCTION
Saturday, April 6 • 8:30 a.m.

17748 W. Milledgeville Road, Polo, IL 61064
LOCATION: Midway between Polo, IL and Milledgeville, IL on the Polo-Milledgeville Road. In 
Polo on IL 26, turn west on Oregon Street (Polo-Milledgeville Rd). In Milledgeville on IL 40, turn 
east on Polo-Milledgeville Road. Off road parking at entrance on west side of site. See advance sale 
bills/pictures on our website at AuctionZip.com.

Will start on live auction smaller items at 8:30 a.m., lawn & garden at noon, and vehicles at 2 p.m.
While virtual/online items west side of driveway starting with augers at 8:45 a.m. 

Online bidding available through Equipmentfacts starting at 8:45 a.m.: www.EquipmentFacts.com
For registration questions, please contact EquipmentFacts at 908-788-2025 or  

Braydan Beiswanger at 260-760-4036. Online buyer premium charged.  
Live simulcast bidding day of sale and prebidding available ahead of auction.

NOTE: We will only be taking tractors, farm implements, trucks, trailers, vehicles, plus running 
riding mowers, ATVs, golf carts, small farm items & good tires. NO hayrack items, used lumber or 
household items. WE HAVE THE RIGHT TO REFUSE! Gates will be open between 7:30 a.m. and 5 
p.m. on March 27 through April 3 WITH exceptions of Saturday, March 30 open only until noon and 
CLOSED Easter Sunday. Viewing is April 4 and 5 between 9 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. All items below have 
been consigned, Public Auction Service and employees assume that all items will be there on sale day 
in the condition described. However, if not, we assume no responsibility. Partial listing, as usual, lots 
more listed by sale day! Stop in the office to get your permit to ride your ATV, etc. during the sale.

LARGE SELECTION OF EQUIPMENT, VEHICLES, TRAILERS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 
BRIEF LIST ONLY. SO MUCH MORE! ‘04 Cat Challenger MT835 with 1000 PTO * AC 8030 FWA, 
12,145 hrs * IH 460 G, NF, good * JD 3020 D, fenders * JD 544 end loader, new engine * JD 350 
skidloader with 1950 hrs * Gehl 4400 skidloader with gas engine * Ford Major * Gehl 2500 skidloader 
* Case SV300 skidloader, 1700 hrs, aux hyd, 84” bucket * ‘02 Rogator 854 sprayer, 90’ boom * Tillage 
& Planting * Equipment, Combines, Forage, & Harvest Equipment * Augers, Elevators, Sprayers, 
Spreaders * Rotary Mowers * Misc. Equipment * Vehicles & Trailers * Garden Tractors, Golf Carts, 
4-Wheelers * Lots of Miscellaneous.
AUCTIONEERS: Polo, IL 61064 – Lenny Bryson (IL #440.0000158) 815-946-4120; Mark Ebert (IL 
#440.0000341); Cal Kaufman; Brent Schmidgall; Adam Johnson; Hank Holm; Brian Bradley.

CLERKS: Public Auction Service – Lyle (IL #440000185), Sheryl and John Hopkins. 815-946-2660, 
815-441-1251, 815-994-1836.
TERMS: Cash, good check or credit card (Master Card, Visa, American Express and Discover) with 
a 3% convenience fee. All items must be settled for day of sale. Number system will be used, have 
drivers license. Not responsible for accidents or merchandise after sold. Insurance on all items 
covered by seller until sold, then become responsibility of new property owner. Sales tax will be 
charged on all appropriate items. PPE requirements are recommended!

Lunch by Polo Lions Club and Ogle County Beef Assoc. serving ribeyes.

Public Auction Service
7074 W. Penn Corner Road, Polo, IL 61064 • Phone: 815-946-2660 • Email: slpaspolo@gmail.com

453248

ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENT ITEMS NOW!

ANNUAL CONSIGNMENT 
AUCTION – MAY 4

8284 Ridge Road, Rock Falls, IL, 61071
ITEMS: Lawn & garden; tools; small farm equipment; toys; antiques; collectibles; advertising 
pieces; NO HOUSEHOLD

CONTACT: Rob Young, IL #441000593, 815-632-8000; Kevin Conklen, 815-590-8027;  
Dan Segretto, 815-440-6860; or Tucker Young, 815-499-8386.

Sale bill will be posted on AuctionZip.com (ID #43915)

45
32

57

www.youngsauctionil.com

submitted Photo Rock Valley Publishing

Delta Kappa Gamma Society 
International introduces new art 
pieces to gallery
	 The Arts and Humanities Jury of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International is 
pleased to announce the publication of two photography pieces.  The pieces are ‘Icy 
Blanket’ and a mixed media piece entitled ‘Tangled Dish’. They are now on display in 
the DKG Gallery of Fine Arts, an online gallery of works of art and letters at www.dkg.
org. Artist Mary Stayner is a resident of Stockton, Illinois, and a member of Pi Chapter 
of the Illinois State Organization of the Society.
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450929

Broiled or Fried Fish Atlantic Cod
Twice as good as anyone else!
Now enjoy the Coach’s Fish Fry

BOTH Friday & Saturday!
Lena, IL • 815-369-2222

390024

HARTZELL’S
FRIDAY FISH FRY

served 11 am - 1 pm, 4 pm - 5:30 pm
while supplies last

fish sandwich $4.79
2 piece cod dinner, poTaTo 
wedGes, saLad & roLL $8.99
feeL free To caLL in your order and 
we’LL have iT ready when you come

harTzeLL’s deLi
rt. 78 n • warren

815-745-3311 433504

To Advertise
your 

Lenten Specials 
call

Cyndee Stiefel
815-369-4112 or
815-947-3353

272811

106 E. Railroad Street • Lena, IL
815-369-1210

FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIAL - 2 pc. Haddock

FRIDAY FISH FRY DINNER SPECIAL
Beer battered, grilled or fried haddock

3 piece OR all you can eat! Comes with choice 
of soup or salad, coleslaw and side.

BE SURE TO ORDER
Mulligan’s Famous Cheese

Curds
433502

120 E. Main, Warren, IL
815-745-3333

FRIDAY FISH SPECIALS
Bluegill

Beer Battered Cod
Beer Battered Shrimp

Grilled Salmon or
Grilled Shirmp

450843

815-858-9111
111 North Main St.

Elizabeth, IL

Fried Cod
with choice of 
baked potato 
or fries and 

coleslaw

450911

Wildcats open 2024 baseball season with offensive breakout
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

	Most teams are expecting 
to shake off the rust and wake 
up the bats when they step on 
the baseball diamond for a new 
season.  That is especially true 
in the Midwest, where teams 
suffer through repeated can-
cellations and brutal weather to 
begin the year.  

	That hasn’t been an issue 
for the River Ridge-Scales 

Mound Wildcats, however.  
Sure, they had a couple of ear-
ly cancellations, but what team 
hasn’t?  The difference is that 
RR-SM’s offense hit the field 
looking like a team of seasoned 
vets.  After just two games of 
play, the Wildcats had already 
put up 48 runs on the young 
season. It wasn’t heavily lop-
sided to one game either.  The 
Wildcats came into each game 
with a balanced attack as their 
bats led the way to victory. 

	RR-SM opened the 2024 
season on March 14 when they 
took on the Oregon Hawks.  It 
didn’t take long for the Cats to 
get things going at the plate.  A 
nine-run first inning gave the 
Wildcats a massive lead before 
they even recorded three outs.  
Kaden Deurr had the big hit of 
the inning as his single up the 

middle drove in a pair of runs.  
George Winter followed up 
with an RBI single of his own.  
George eventually reached 
home safely, putting the Cats 
up 9-0.  

	Oregon chipped away with 
three runs in the bottom half, 
but that was as close as the 
Hawks could get. RR-SM 
blew the game wide open with 
six runs in the top of the third.  
Joe Winter crushed a double 
to center, which drove in Ben 
Richmond to score.  Mason 
Smith, Damon Dittmar, and 
Sam Rife followed up with 
three consecutive singles, put-
ting the Cats up 14-4.  Before 
the inning came to an end, 
George expanded the lead 
when he ripped a line drive 
into left.  After one run had al-
ready crossed, an error on the 

throw allowed another to come 
in.  By the middle of the third, 
RR-SM held a massive 17-4 
lead. 

	The Wildcats put the fin-
ishing touches on in the top of 
the fourth.  A slew of defensive 
errors allowed a game that was 
already out of reach to get out 
of hand.  In the end, RR-SM 
picked up a 23-7 victory in 
what was a dominant season 
opener. 

	Deurr led the way at the 
plate, going four for five with 
four runs batted in and two 
runs scored.  Smith was next 
up, going three for four with 
three RBI and four runs scored.  
George was two for five with 
three RBI and two runs scored.  
Joe was right there, going two 
for five with two RBI and two 
runs scored.  Seven different 

Wildcats had multi-hit days in 
the opener. 

	The Wildcats had to wait a 
week before getting back on 
the diamond for a live game, 
but when they did, they didn’t 
skip a beat.  On March 21 the 
RR-SM offense had another 
explosive day as they faced off 
with Orangeville-Aquin. 

	Once again, the Wild-
cats got off to a red-hot start.  
Eleven runs in the top of the 
first had this game in fear of a 
mercy rule from the start.  Joe 
drove in the game’s first runs 
with a groundball through the 
left side.  Camden Flack fol-
lowed up with a two-run single 
to right.  

	The Wildcats put up anoth-
er nine runs in the top of the 
third as they quickly put this 
one away.  The Winters com-

bined for an exceptional day 
at the plate as George and Joe 
led the way to victory.  Joe was 
nearly perfect on the day, go-
ing three for five with four RBI 
and three runs scored.  Joe was 
one for two with three RBI and 
two runs scored.  Flack was 
also one for two with three 
RBI, two walks, and three runs 
scored. 

	On the mound, Dittmar 
tossed two clean innings with 
four strikeouts and one hit al-
lowed.  Rife also pitched a 
quick inning with one strikeout 
and zero hits allowed.  

	After the 2-0 start, the Wild-
cats are sitting high.  They will 
need to remain focused when 
they face much tighter defens-
es later on.  This Thursday, 
March 4 the Wildcats are set to 
host East Dubuque at 4:30 p.m. 

Local news on-line
rvpnews.

com
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Your “Main Street Chiropractors”
with over 40 years service to our community

• Palmer Graduates 
• Digital X-Ray

• BCBS, Quartz and Medicare Provider

238 W. Main St. • Lena
815-369-4974

M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Saturday by Appointment.

434622

Dr. Jared Liles  &  Dr. Jim Liles

WINDOWS Including EGRESS
SIDING • DOORS 

Lifetime Warranty • Professionally Trained Installers
Not only do we stand
behind our windows,
we stand on them!
Local Owner 
Scott Williamson

Call Today For Your
FREE ESTIMATE

815-395-1333
6010 Forest Hills Rd, 
Rockford, IL

www.windowworldrockford.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00 am-5:00 pm; Sat 9:00 am-Noon

America’s Largest
Home Improvement

Company
• Locally Owned & Operated

• Professional & Insured Crews

• True Lifetime Warranties,
   Guaranteed Forever!

• Serving Northern Illinois
  for nearly 20 years

Se Habla Espanol

*SEE OUR WEBSITE OR A TEAM MEMBER FOR DETAILS

0% FInAnCIng
optIons
AvAILAbLe*

441478

submitted Photo Rock Valley Publishing

Little Blackhawks
	 Pictured are the Stockton Elementary Little Blackhawks of the week. These stu-
dents have been recognized for doing great work and having excellent behavior.  
Congratulations for doing great things at school.

Affordable health screenings 
coming to Stockton

	Residents can learn about 
their risk for cardiovascular 
disease, osteoporosis, diabetes, 
and other chronic, serious con-
ditions with affordable screen-
ings by Life Line Screening.  
Calvary Church of Stockton 
will host this community event 
on April 24, 2024.  The site is 
located at 315 W Maple Ave in 
Stockton.

	Screenings can check for 
the level of plaque buildup in 
arteries, related to risk for car-
diovascular disease, stroke and 

overall vascular health, HDL 
and LDL Cholesterol levels, di-
abetes risk, kidney and thyroid 
function, and more. Screenings 
are affordable and convenient.  
Free parking is also available.  

	Special package pricing 
starts at $159, but consultants 
will work with you to create 
a package that is right for you 
based on your age and risk fac-
tors.  Call 1-877-237-1287 or 
visit www.lifelinescreening.
com.  Pre-registration is re-
quired.

Around the Northern Hills
	The Jo Daviess County 

Farm Bureau, in cooperation 
with Midwest Medical Center, 
announces a new mental 
health program specifically 
designed for women. The 
program, called “Mocktails 
and Mental Health”, aims to 
address the unique mental 
health challenges that women 
face and provide them with 
the support and resources they 
need to thrive.

	Join us for an evening of 
love and laughs as we find 
ways to seek joy, speak well, 
and stress better!  Adrienne 
DeSutter, Mental Health 
Specialist will help you 
discover a work/life balance, 
manage stress, improve 
communication skills, and shift 
your perspective.

	This program is being held 
at Midwest Medical Center, 
1 Medical Center Drive in 
Galena on Wednesday, March 
27, at 6:30 p.m.  This event is 
free, but space is limited, and a 
RSVP is required.  Please call 
the Jo Daviess County Farm 
Bureau at 815.858.2235 to 
register.  

Cover Crop Field Day
	We will be hosting his 

annual fall field day on Friday, 
April 5 at 1 p.m.  It will be 
held at the first field entrance 
south of 4629 IL Route 78 
on the east side of 78 (south 
of Stockton). Come see the 
updates on the multi-year 
cover crop project. Speakers 
will include Greg Thoren, 

owner and host, John Musser, 
Stephenson Service Co., 
Art Scheele, AgNetic, UW-
Platteville Researchers. 

The Young Leaders 
Committee

	Are you between the ages 
of 18 and 35 and have an 
interest in agriculture?  The 
Young Leaders Committee is a 
great group of individuals that 
enjoy promoting agriculture 
and I would love to see more 
people join in.   The next 
meeting is Sunday,  April 7 at 
6 p.m. here at the farm bureau 
office in Elizabeth.     If you 
have any questions, call our 
office at 815.858.2235 or email 
jdcfbmgr@gmail.com.

Nurse practitioner 
scholarships 

	Applications are now 
available for nurse practitioner 
scholarships through the 
Illinois Farm Bureau Rural 
Nurse Practitioner Scholarship 
program.  There will be 15 
scholarships, worth $4,000 
each.   The scholarship 
program helps encourage 
and develop a pool of rural 
health practitioners to help 
meet the health care needs in 

rural Illinois.  Students who 
receive the scholarship agree 
to practice for two years in an 
approved rural area in Illinois.  
To be eligible, students must 
be Illinois residents and be a 
registered nurse accepted in an 
accredited Nurse Practitioner 
Program.  Applications are 
available at www.rimsap.com 
and are due May 1.

	For further information, 
please feel free to reach out 
to Donna Gallivan at 309-
557-2350 or via email at 
dgallivan@ilfb.org.

Farm Fun Fact 
	One-third of the U.S., or 

750 million acres, is covered 
with trees.

By
Annette
Eggers 
Jo Daviess 
County Farm 
Bureau
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10am-2pmSunday,

March 31

452621

Closing after
Brunch

Prime Rib, Broasted Chicken, Baked Ham, Sausage, Bacon,
Scrambled Eggs, Biscuits & Gravy, Home Fries, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy,
Vegetables, Fruit, Salad, Cinnamon Rolls, Brownies & Assorted Desserts,

Juice and More

Call 815-233-0560
To Make Reservations

2051 N. APY RD.,  FREEPORT, IL

Adults $28.99
6-12 yrs $17.99

5 yrs-under FREE

Sunday, March 31 from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

For reservations:  Call 815-858-3939  |  Facebook Message @woodbinebend

Woodbine Bend • 3500 E. Center Road • Stockton, IL

Appetizers

Dessert

Soup

Breakfast Entrées Lunch Entrées

Salad

Beet Pickled Eggs  |  Shrimp Cocktail  |  Sweet Pea Pesto Crostini  |  Brushetta Flatbread

Carrot Cake  |  Bread Pudding  |  Limonchello Cake  |  Oreo Balls

Asparagus Bisque Strawberry Salad
with Poppyseed Dressing

Eggs Benedict

Biscuits & Gravy

Strawberry French Toast

Cheddar and Vegetable Quiche

Breakfast served with Fruit salad and 
Hash Brown Casserole

Prime Rib

Honey Glazed Ham Steak

Rack of Lamb

Chicken Caprese Pasta

Salmon Florentine

Grilled Red Snapper

Lunch served with  Au Gratin Potatoes 
and Candied Carrots

452646

Pearl City Junior High and 
High School Third Quarter 
Honor Roll Awards
Highest Honor Roll

Seniors:  Jesus Bernal 
Zetina, Ethan Petta, Georgia 
Shallenberger

Juniors:  Natalie Greene, 
Jakari Wool 

Freshmen:  Mackenzie 
Lotz, Scarlett Snyder, Nata-
leigh Todd 

8th Grade:  Kassidy Dorty, 
Briahna Duncan, Deaken 
Hofmaster, Brogan Kelt-
ner, Dustin Martens, Sandra 
Martens, Marlee McPeek, 
Nola Milam, Camdyn Smith, 
Jayelle Spahr

High Honor Roll
Seniors:   Ava Brem-

mer, Logan Freier, Kyleigh 
Gentz, Austin Gravert, 
Weston Gronewold, Kyle 
Niehaus, Randy Posey, La-
kota Scace

Juniors:   Ayden Bratley, 
Joely Christiansen, Eliza-
beth Dinderman, Fallyn En-
dress, Edgar Hidalgo, Paige 
Hille, Marley Joseph, Brin-
kley Knoup, Kendra Kuhle-
meier, Zinnia Larson, Ade-
line Smith, Talia Stewart, 

Lucas Tichler
Sophomores:   Kameron 

Downs, Tana Gravert, Oscar 
Ugalde-Sanchez

Freshmen:   Eli Brem-
mer, Clayton Downs, Tristan 
Ertmer, Brissia Garcia, Lila 
Gerber, Tanner Hiester,  
Braylon Liebenstein, Leo 
Petta, Danica Stager 

8th Grade:  Braylen Bing-
ham, Jayden Bremmer, Lu-
cas Bremmer, Nathan Buss, 
Morgan Campbell, Brianna 
Christiansen, Hannah Dind-
erman, Colton Gronewold, 
Bridget Hoffman, Samuel 
Howe, Colt Kempel, Porter 
Krolow, Maliani Munoz, 
Gemma Musser, Isaac Pick-
ard, Alexzander Reed, Ken-
nedy Solt, Elley Voss

7th Grade:  Kolton Kamp-
meier, Aubrianna Mefford, 
Mason Pauley

Honor Roll
Seniors:   Daneli Ayala, 

Lisa Baker, Jayden Downs, 
Lexton Endress, Rhett 
Forth, Jacob Lieb, Katelyn 
Little, Rayce Mullen, Mattie 

Schauer, Alex Spahr, Olivia 
Williams

Juniors:  Ethan Bremmer, 
Kylie Campbell, Kaitlyn 
Christensen, Jackson Corbin, 
Anna Dampman, Jorja John-
son, Jaxsyn Kempel, Natalie 
Lotz, Sydni Lower, Taytum 
Mullen, Alonna Posey, Jacob 
Runkle,  Sylvia Schnoor

Sophomores:   Gracie 
Ditsworth, Daniel Garcia, 
Makenzie Ihus, Lane Kem-
pel, Kip Martens

Freshmen:   Parker Al-
len, Donna Baker, Eli Bak-
er, Parker Cantwell, Brax-
ton Kubatzke, Jocelynn 
Kubatzke, Brynlee McPeek, 
Camden Miller, Mya Miller, 
Lincoln Voss, Sawyer Wil-
liams

8th Grade:  Baylee Boeke, 
Miles Corbin, Brodie Dahl, 
Jesse Halverson, Karsen 
Kuhlemeier, Spencer Man-
thei, Chralotte Musser, Wade 
Sheffey, Easton Turrell

7th Grade:   Aubrey Allen, 
Abigail Ditsworth, Hen-
drix Feld, Ty Gerber, Ayden 
Hayes

Stephenson County 4-H works 
to create a Green Community
	Stephenson County 4-H along with 

the Stephenson County Soil & Water 
Conservation District and the Jane 
Addamsland Park Foundation (JAPF) are 
working to help save the planet, one oak 
savanna at a time.  All youth who love to 
be outdoors and explore nature are invited 
to come out and help plant an oak tree in 
rural Orangeville on Saturday, April 20 
at 9 a.m. at the Butterfly Farm, located 
at 10405 Bellview Rd. Orangeville, IL. 
This opportunity is open to all youth, 
whether a 4-H member or not, and will 
help youth learn to identify an oak tree, 
how to properly plant an oak tree, and learn 
about the benefits trees offer us and our 
community.

	“Research shows that nature provides 
youth with creativity, discovery, and STEM 
education.  We have a great variety of 
forest preserves, state parks, and hiking 
trails here in northern Illinois, one of them 
being right outside of Orangeville. This 

oak savanna tree planting will benefit youth 
today in understanding the importance 
of community service and environmental 
awareness that will last for many years to 
come,” states Brenda Heimann, Stephenson 
County 4-H Program Coordinator. 

	Illinois 4-H offers Forestry as part of 
its natural resources project area.  The 
4-H Forestry program drives youth 
in a positive direction that creates a 
positive environmental impact.  Through 
this project, youth will gain a sense of 
leadership and civic engagement as 
they learn together with adults in their 
community to help make a difference in 
rebuilding the numbers of trees across 
Illinois!

	To register for this event please 
visit https://go.illinois.edu/butterflyfarm. 
There is no cost to participate.  For more 
information contact University of Illinois 
Extension- Stephenson County, 815-235-
4125, and ask for Brenda.

Stephenson County Fair 
announces the grandstand line up

	The Stephenson Coun-
ty Fair, the highlight of the 
summer, is gearing up for its 
170th anniversary celebration 
this year. Scheduled to take 
place from July 23 to July 27, 
2024, the fair promises to be 
bigger and better than ever 
before. Admission to the Fair 
is $6 for those over the age of 
seven, and only $3 on Thurs-

day.
 The festivities will kick off 

on Tuesday, July 23, with an 
antique tractor parade through 
the city of Freeport. Through-
out the week, fairgoers can 
look forward to thrilling 
grandstand shows, including 
the Midwest Summer Nation-
al Tractor Pulls on Tuesday 
and Wednesday, Youth and 

Family Night on Thursday, 
and much more. Grandstand 
shows are $10 per ticket, with 
free admission for children 
seven and under.  

Attendees will have the 
opportunity to enjoy a vari-
ety of free activities and en-
tertainment options. Music 

See line up, Page 11
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You are invited to join us in Worship
as we head towards Easter!

Sunday mornings at 9 a.m.
Maundy Thursday at 7 p.m.

Good Friday at 7 p.m.

We believe that the Bible is the true 
Word of God, that reveals to us that 
Jesus is our Savior. If you would 
like to learn more about the gift of 
eternal life that God is extending to 
you through the forgiveness of sins, 
please visit us or call 1-815-858-5621.

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church - 411. W. Catlin St., Elizabeth, IL

452579

216 W. Main St. • Lena, IL
815-369-5549

HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat. 8:30 a.m. - Noon

Devoefloral@yahoo.com

Pre-Order your Prom Flowers
 ❀Unique Prom 
Designs    

 ❀Each corsage 
and boutonniere 
personalized for 
you!

435428

HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat. 8:30 a.m. - Noon

Devoefloral@yahoo.com

216 W. Main St. • Lena, IL
815-369-5549

 ✿ Easter Bouquets, 
Centerpieces,  
and Corsages

 ✿ Easter Lilies
 ✿ Spring Bulbs Plants
 ✿ Easter Giftware

Think Spring

415460

God Is Love
Schapville Zion Presbyterian Church

635  E. Schapville Road
Elizabeth, IL 61028

www.schapvillezion.org

Easter 
Sunday 
Worship

Sunday,
March 31

10 a.m. 
Worship 
Service

May God’s love touch you in worship

452692

453217

McConnell
Easter Egg Hunt

Saturday,
March 30

McConnell Community Hall
211 N. Hulbert Rd.

Come see 
the Easter 

Bunny!

• Crafts •
• Prizes •
• Treats •

Ages
0 - 10

years old

Starts at
1 p.m. sharp

Registration begins at 
12:30 p.m.

453218

Panthers bounce back after 0-2 start
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

	After dropping back-
to-back games to open the 
2024 baseball season, the 
Lena-Winslow Panthers 
bounced back with a pair of 
victories over Polo and Alle-
man. It was a good sign for 
the Panthers.  Not only did 
they come into last week with 
an 0-2 record, but they were 
coming off a pair of losses 
in which they fell by a com-
bined score of 28-1.  That’s 
far from the Le-Win standard 
established in recent years. 

	The Panthers were look-
ing to wake up their bats, but 
they needed to play a com-
plete game of baseball.  From 
the mound, the defense, to 
the batter’s box, the Panthers 
needed to see improvements 
in all aspects of their game.  
Not only did they accomplish 
that, but they learned they can 
compete in close games.  

	On Saturday, March 16 the 
Panthers prepped for another 
home game as they played 

host to the Polo Marcos.  It 
was a game that saw the Pan-
thers jump out to an early 
lead before fending off a Polo 
run. 

	In the bottom of the sec-
ond, Le-Win came to the 
plate with the game tied 0-0.  
At that point, the Panthers 
had put up just one run in 12 
innings played.  Something 
had to give, and it was Luke 
Madigan’s triple over the 
center fielder that broke the 
cycle.  Aiden Wild followed 
up with a grounder to the left 
side.  A defensive error al-
lowed Le-Win to score, and 
the Panthers held their first 
lead of the season.  

	That sparked something 
for Le-Win.  Before Polo had 
recorded an out, back-to-back 
singles by Jaden Schubert, 
and Cohen Weegens had the 
Panthers up 2-0.  Before the 
inning came to an end, Lucas 
Fye and Miles Mahon each 
had one-run singles, giving 
Le-Win a 5-0 advantage. 

	Outside of that big inning, 

there wasn’t much offen-
sive production in this one.  
It was Madigan’s excellent 
performance on the mound 
that stood out.  In five and 
one third innings, Madigan 
struck out 11 while allowing 
zero runs on three hits.  Wild 
came in to throw nearly two 
innings of relief.  Wild struck 
out three during his time on 
the mound.  

	Le-Win’s defensive strug-
gles returned in the final in-
ning as a pair of big errors 
allowed three unearned runs 
to come in for Polo.  It wasn’t 
enough to complete a come-
back, as Le-Win held on for a 
6-3 victory. 

	Schubert had a big day 
at the plate, going three for 
three with a run scored.  Fye 
was one for two with a walk, 
two runs batted in, and one 
run scored.  Madigan was two 
for four with two runs scored, 
and Weegens went two for 

three with one RBI and one 
run scored in the victory. 

	Five days later, the Pan-
thers played their first away 
game of the 2024 season.  
That night, they traveled to 
take on the Alleman Pioneers 
in what turned out to be a 
thriller of a matchup. The 
Panthers found themselves 
trailing multiple times in this 
one.  Alleman took an ear-
ly 1-0 lead in the bottom of 
the first.  Later on, after Le-
Win took a slim lead of their 
own, Alleman responded with 
three runs in the bottom of the 
third.  

	The Panthers found their 
rhythm in the top of that third 
inning.  After going up 2-1, 
Le-Win went on to score in 
each of the final five innings 
of the game.  

	It was Mahon who tied the 
game early on as his grounder 
through the left side allowed 
Fye to score. A defensive er-

ror by Alleman allowed an-
other run to come in as the 
Panthers took their first lead 
of the day.  Alleman respond-
ed with a trio of runs in the 
bottom half, and Le-Win 
went into the fourth trailing 
4-2. 

	Another two-run inning in 
the top of the fourth allowed 
the Panthers to tie the game 
again.  In the top of the fifth, 
they once again regained the 
lead after Wild led the inning 
off with a triple.  Wild even-
tually scored on a wild pitch, 
giving his team the 5-4 ad-
vantage. 

	The sixth inning saw that 
lead expand as Mahon dou-
bled to put runners in scor-
ing position.  Maverick Cass 
drove in a run with a sacrifice 
fly, but an error on the throw 
allowed Mahon to score as 
well.  By the middle of the 
sixth, Le-Win held a 7-4 lead. 

	Alleman did enough to 

keep things close in the final 
outs.  A run in the bottom of 
the sixth made it a two-run 
game.  In the seventh, a hit 
by pitch and a single gave 
Alleman an opportunity as 
they had two runners on with 
just one out.  Madigan closed 
the game in excellent fashion.  
After a groundout, Madigan 
had Alleman down to their 
final out with the score in Le-
Win’s favor up 8-7.  Madigan 
earned the would-be last out, 
but a dropped third strike 
kept the game alive.  Finally, 
it was catcher Mahon who 
closed the game as he caught 
a runner trying to steal sec-
ond.  

	Mahon shined behind the 
plate and in the box, where 
he went four for five with 
three RBI and one run scored.  
Wild was two for four with a 
walk and a run scored.  Cass 
also had one RBI in the victo-
ry.  
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452184

435526

Lena
815-369-2222

415787

Winter Plumbing
Scales Mound
815-845-2212

415821 www.patbrownrealty.com

R E A L T Y

R E A L T Y

Lena 
815-369-5599

392978

815-369-4901 • www.lenastatebank.com

392981

• Warren • 
• Orangeville •

392800
Warren • 815-745-3311

HARTZELL’S

392796

Brandon’s 
Hardware & Rental

Lena • 815-369-5542

392983

Stagecoach Trail Storage
Gary & Aileen Schreiner

Lena • 815-369-4794
392801

Lena
815-369-4225

radersinsurance.com
415641

The Scoop Today
and

Shopper’s Guide

435524

Elizabeth
815-858-9111

453213

McConnell
815-541-5262

residential* 
commercial * industrial 

construction

453041

Offenheiser Schwarz
Funeral Home

Pearl City • 815-443-2212

453216

111 East Front Avenue
Stockton • 815-947-2591

Red Knight pub

435372
Stockton • 815-947-3700

Stockton Dental Center
Dr. Stephen Petras

435406

308 E. Lena St., Lena
815-369-4569

Dan Harnish
Marvin Uecker Agency

392805

Stockton Travel Center
Open 24 hours

435313

147 S. Main • Pearl City • 815-443-2818

Little John’s Tap

453214

Kempel Urish 
Construction, Inc.

Tony Jamie
815-541-0570 815-541-0272

453215

Stockton Auto Body
111 E. North Avenue

Stockton • 815-947-3816

415683

Owners: Don & Amy Visel

Lena, IL 61048 • 815-369-9036
LANDSCAPING

LAWN CARE John 15:5

“He is Risen!”

392811 Apple River • 815-594-2244

Stock Holder’s 
Saloon

415822

240 W. Main St., Suite C, Lena
815-369-4747
www.bussianinsurance.com

392799 Lena • 815-369-4165

Pro Source
Electric and Automation Inc.

415912

• Lena •
815-369-2803

Happy Easter!
From the staff at Community Bank!

Happy Easter!
From the staff at Community Bank!

www.cbcommunitybank.com

From the staff at Community Bank!

453040

453106 Stockton • 815-947-3963

No “bunny” wants to pay more for energy.No “bunny” wants to pay more for energy.  

Going solarGoing solar
is an egg-is an egg-

cellent idea!cellent idea!

452965

435523

Bowen Oil Company
and

Boco Mini Marts

415639

www.csbnow.com

435311

From Your Top-Rated HVAC Pros | 855-499-HEAT | LoescherHVAC.com

Have a Happy Easter

453045

392802

Edler Plumbing
Lic. #058-112368

Lena • 815-369-4847

392810

Stockton Auto Supply

Stockton • 815-947-3216

415830

Davis Lumber Company
224 S. Railroad

Scales Mound, IL
815-845-2262

452261

T H E

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions... Meeting Local Needs

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions... Meeting Local Needs

Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL • Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL • Hanover, IL • Hazel Green, WI
Darlington, WI • Galena, IL – First Community Bank

AppleRiverStateBank.com

Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL • Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL • Hanover, IL • Hazel Green, WI
Darlington, WI • Galena, IL – First Community Bank

AppleRiverStateBank.com

Please support these 
local businesses as 
we celebrate the 
Easter Holiday.
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BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!
10% MORE for 

jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mint Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Coins 
Flatware • Diamonds • Sterling

45
05

04

M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
451494

The Shopper’s Guide
Will Be Featuring This Year’s 

Lena Town Garage Sales
To Be Held  Friday, May 10 &

Saturday, May 11
If you have any questions, 
Call Cyndee Stiefel 

Today at 815-369-4112
or email 

lenaads@rvpublishing.com

Name ___________________________________
Address _________________________________
 ________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________

Sign Up Now! Registration Form

IncludesMap & Advertising 
in  The Shopper’s Guide & The Scoop Today

Bring form to The Shopper’s Guide along 
with payment or mail to: 

The Shopper’s Guide,
240 W. Main St., Suite B, Lena, IL 61048

Deadline to sign up is 4 p.m. on Wednesday, May 1
Please Sign Up EARLY. Early Registration is Appreciated!!

Include address in boxes below

$13.00 

MUST BE PREPAID

Include address  and 

garage sale items in boxes 

below. 1 letter per box. 

Including spaces between 

words and punctuation.

MOWERY AUTO PARTS

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks

392194

Stephenson and Carroll County Farm Bureau news
By Victoria Hansen

	This past week I had the 
pleasure of speaking with the 
participants of the Highland 
Leadership Institute. During 
this presentation I was able 
to share the story of the Farm 
Bureau and agriculture in our 
county. I always enjoy shar-
ing about both topics. If you 
or your organization would 
like to learn more about ag-
riculture, Agriculture in The 
Classroom or Farm Bureau 
please reach out to me and we 
can get something scheduled. 
I can be contacted at manag-
er@stephensoncfb.org or by 
phone 815-232-3186. Call 
and ask for Victoria Hansen.

 
Change to Stephenson 
County Farm Bureau 
office hours

	The Stephenson County 
Farm Bureau will be closed 
on both Friday, March 29 
and Monday April 1. Then 
our office will be closed to 
walk-in traffic Tuesday, April 
2 through Thursday, April 
4.  We will reopen for walk-
ins on Friday, April 5. Even 
though our staff will not be 
able to handle walk-in traffic 
Tuesday-Thursday, our team 
can be reached by phone at 
815-232-3186 or by email at 
office@stephensoncfb.org. 

We can’t wait to show you the 
improvements we are com-
pleting during this closure. 

Stephenson County 
Scholarships deadline 
April 5

	The Stephenson Coun-
ty Farm Bureau Foundation 
scholarship applications can 
be found online at www.
stephensoncfb.org or on the 
County Farm Bureau’s Face-
book page. Applications are 
due April 5, 2024, at 4:30 p.m.

Pollinator Seed orders 
accepted until April 8:  

	The Carroll and Stephen-
son County Farm Bureaus are 
excited to announce our part-
nership to offer the second 
year of our pollinator seed sale 
program. Both counties are 
now accepting orders of one-
pound bags of pollinator seed. 
The seed mix includes Alaska 
Shasta, Black-eyed Susan, 
Butterfly Milkweed, Candy-
tuft, Dwarf Godetia, Dwarfed 
Mixed Cosmos, Gayfeather, 
Illinois Bundleflower, Indian 
Blanket, Lance-leaved Co-
reopsis, New England Aster, 
Pincushion Flower (Imperi-
al Mix), Purple Coneflower, 
Purple Prairie Clover, Rock-
et Larkspur (Imperial Mix), 
Round-headed Bush Clover, 

Siberian Wallflower, Sweet 
William Pinks, Tall White 
Sweet Alyssum, and Zinnia 
‘Dahlia Flowered Mix’. 

	Orders will be accepted 
until April 8 with delivery 
during the end of April/early 
May. The price for Farm Bu-
reau members is $25/pound 
and $30/pound for non-mem-
bers. There is a limit of 5lbs 
per order (roughly one-acre’s 
worth). Seed supplies are lim-
ited, so place your orders ear-
ly.

	To place an order call or 
stop by your County Farm 
Bureau: Carroll County 815-
244-3001 or Stephenson 
County 815-232-3186. This 
program is made possible 
with support from Illinois 
Farm Bureau, Growmark, 
Carroll Service Company and 
Stephenson Service Compa-
ny. 

Stephenson County to 
host DIY Animal Planter 

workshop: 
	The Stephenson County 

Farm Bureau and College 
Street Creations are part-
nering to host a DIY Ani-
mal Planter Box Workshop. 
This event will take place on 
Tuesday, April 30 at 6 p.m. 
at the Farm Bureau Building 
in Freeport. All materials are 
provided with registration 
cost. Cost for members is $30 
and non-member $40. Regis-
tration is required and can be 
done so by calling our office 
815-232-3186 or stopping by 
210 West Spring Street. Ex-
amples of the Animal planter 
boxes can be found on our 
Facebook page or website, 
www.stephensoncfb.org. 

Applications now 
available for veterinary 
student loans

	Illinois Farm Bureau® 
(IFB) is accepting applica-
tions for its Illinois Veteri-
nary Education and Training 

(IVET) loan program. Loans 
are available to second-year 
veterinary students attending 
any accredited college of vet-
erinary medicine in the U.S. 
and who are focusing on Il-
linois food animal medicine. 
The IVET Program helps off-
set the high cost of veterinary 
education. The program loans 
up to $40,000 to as many as 
three veterinary students each 
year. Loans are made over a 
period of two to three years.

	IVET awards recipients a 
$1,500 stipend during their 
fourth year in school to help 
pay expenses associated with 
clinical rotations. Loans are 
repaid over five years, during 
which graduates must commit 
to working in a food animal 
practice that services Illinois 
livestock producers. “Illinois 
Farm Bureau encourages vet-
erinary students to pursue a 
career in caring for food an-
imals,” said Tasha Bunting, 
IFB director of commodity 

programs and food systems. 
“To succeed, farmers need the 
services of a food-animal vet-
erinarian to help them care for 
their beef cattle, swine, sheep, 
and poultry. It’s an incredibly 
rewarding career field that has 
seen an increase in demand in 
recent years.” 

	Applications are due May 
15 and can be found online 
at  www.ilfb.org/IVET. The 
selection committee will in-
terview eligible applicants 
in spring 2024. Successful 
applicants will be notified by 
mail. Loan disbursements be-
gin in August. IFB established 
IVET in 2005. Since then, 
the organization has award-
ed more than $610,000 to 29 
veterinary students who focus 
on caring for food animals in 
Illinois. For more information 
about the program, contact 
Tasha Bunting, IFB director 
of Commodity Programs and 
Food Systems, at 309-557-
2993 or tbunting@ilfb.org.

enthusiasts will delight in the 
lineup of bands scheduled to 
perform at the fair including 
Fortunate Sons (CCR Tribute 
Band), Synergy, Ukulele Ex-
press 815, Mississippi Man 
with Debra Kay, The Ville, 
and more to be announced.

Stay tuned for more an-
nouncements as the Stephen-
son County Fair gears up for 
its 170th anniversary celebra-
tion. For more information, 
visit  www.stephensoncounty-
fair.org or follow us on Face-
book.

•	Line up   (Continued from page 8)

393040
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Service 
Corner

The Scoop Today 
& Shopper’s 

Guide

453246

390984

10240 N. Old Mill Rd.
McConnell, IL 61050

815-541-3348
heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

THINK SPRING!!!
0% 

Financing 
Options 

Available
for 

Qualified 
Buyers

Nick Judge • 815-990-8937
www.sixpointservices.com

Residential and 
Commercial

Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning

Window Washing
Holiday Lighting

Fully insured
413671

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

Rose 
Handyman 

Service
WE DO IT ALL

No job too small
815-990-0095

432030

DeVoe 
License 
& Title 
Service

Call for Appointment
Mon-Fri 

10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Saturday

10 a.m. - noon

216 W. Main • Lena
815-369-5549

368916

From Lena’s Kitchen

Winter has come back, and 
most of us are complaining.  
All the pretty Easter dresses 
will be covered up by winter 
coats.  It won’t be the first 
Easter we have had to do this, 
and it won’t be the last.  This 
week features some great Eas-
ter recipes and one last Lenten 
recipe.  We also feature a lot 
of strawberries and almonds 
in the recipes.  Have a good 
cooking week and keep warm! 

Deviled Crab Dip
An easy appetizer for your 

Easter dinner begins with 
chopped crab.  You can make 
it ahead of time and put it in 
the crock pot to warm up.

2 T. 2% milk
1 C. chopped imitation 

crab
3 T. Worcestershire sauce
1 t. Old Bay seasoning
1 t. ground mustard
½ t. salt
½ t. pepper
¼ t. cayenne pepper
3 T. chopped green onions
1 T. slivered toasted al-

monds
Crackers and vegetables 

for dipping
	In a small saucepan, heat 

cream cheese and milk and 
beat until smooth.  Stir in 
crab until blended.  Stir in 
Worcestershire sauce and 
seasonings until well com-
bined.  Place in a small crock 
pot sprayed with cooking 
spray.  Top with green onions 
and slivered almonds.  Cook 
on low for 30 minutes.  Serve 
warm with crackers and veg-
etables.

Strawberry Salad 
with Poppy Seed 

Dressing
	Several strawberry sal-

ad recipes have appeared in 
this column, but this one has 
a mayonnaise dressing.  It 
would make a beautiful Easter 
salad for dinner or a brunch.

¼ C. sugar
1/3 C. slivered almonds
1 bunch romaine, torn (6 

C.)
1 small onion, halved and 

thinly sliced
2 C. halved fresh strawber-

ries
Dressing:

¼ C. mayonnaise
2 T. sugar
1 T. sour cream
1 T. 2 % milk
2¼ t. cider vinegar
1½ t. poppy seeds
	Place sugar in a small 

heavy skillet; cook and stir 
over medium he-low heat 
until melted and caramel 
colored, about 10 minutes.  
Stir in almonds until coated.  
Spread on foil to cool.

	Place romaine, onion, and 

strawberries in a large salad 
bowl.  In a small bowl, whisk 
dressing ingredients together.  
Toss with salad.  Break can-
died almonds into pieces and 
sprinkle over salad.  Serve 
immediately.

Cauliflower 
Casserole

	If you need a great Eas-
ter side, this tasty casserole 
would be a great vegetable.  
The cauliflower has great 
cheesy flavor with the added 
zip of peppers.  The cornflakes 
add just the right amount of 
texture to this vegetable dish.

1 medium head cauliflower, 
broken into florets

1 C. sour cream
1 C. shredded cheddar 

cheese
½ C. crushed cornflakes
¼ C. chopped green pepper
¼ C. chopped red pepper
1 t. salt
¼ C. grated parmesan 

cheese
Paprika
	Preheat oven to 325.  Place 

1 inch of water in a sauce-
pan and add the cauliflow-
er.  Bring to a bowl.  Reduce 
heat; cover and simmer until 
crisp tender, 5 to 10 minutes.  
Drain.  In a large bowl, com-
bine cauliflower, sour cream, 
cheddar cheese, cornflakes, 
peppers, and salt.  Transfer to 
a greased 2 qt. glass baking 
dish.  Sprinkle with parmesan 
cheese and paprika.  Bake, un-
covered, until heated through, 
30 to 35 minutes.

Creamy Seafood 
Casserole

	The last of our Lenten 
dishes is another casserole 
made with different seafoods.  
This one has a crunch with 
artichoke hearts and water 
chestnuts.  It is good enough 
to keep for all year round.

½ lb. sea scallops
1 small onion, finely 

chopped
1 celery rib, finely chopped
6 T. butter, cubed
7 T. flour
1½ C. half-and-half
1 C. shredded sharp ched-

dar cheese
6 T. apple juice
¾ t. salt
¼ t. cayenne pepper
1 lb. cooked shrimp (31 to 

40 per lb.) peeled and dev-
eined

1 can (6 oz.) crab meat
1 can (14 oz. water-packed 

artichoke hearts, drained, 
rinsed, chopped and patted 
dry

1 can (8 oz.) sliced water 
chestnuts, drained

½ C. sliced almonds
¼ C. grated Parmesan 

cheese
	Preheat the oven to 350.  

In a Dutch oven, sauté scal-
lops, onion, and celery in 
butter until scallops are firm 
and opaque.  Stir in flour 
until blended.  Add cream.  
Bring to a boil; cook and stir 
2 minutes or until thickened.  
Reduce heat; add cheddar 
cheese, apple juice, salt, and 
cayenne stirring until cheese 
is melted.  Remove from heat; 

set aside.
	In a greased 11 x 7 bak-

ing dish, layer the shrimp, 
crab, artichokes, and water 
chestnuts.  Top with scallop 
sauce.  Sprinkle with almonds 
and Parmesan cheese.  Bake, 
uncovered, 25 to 30 minutes 
or until heated through.  Let 
stand 10 minutes before serv-
ing.

Creamy Ham and 
Asparagus Fettuccine

	Many people have ham for 
Easter.  Those same people 
have leftover ham, and they 
have to do something with it.  
Today we have a recipe that is 
different than the usual ham 
and bean soup.

12 oz. fettuccini noodles
8 oz. fresh asparagus, 

trimmed and cut into 2-inch 
pieces

2 C. heavy cream
½ C. butter
¾ C. grated Parmesan 

cheese
¼ t. garlic powder
¼ t. pepper
1 pinch cayenne pepper
½ lb. cooked ham, diced
	Bring a large pot of light-

ly salted water to a boil.  Add 
fettuccini pasta and cook for 
8 to 10 minutes until al den-
te.  Stir asparagus into pot 
for last five minutes of cook-
ing;  drain.   Heat cream and 
butter in a medium saucepan 
over medium heat until mix-
ture begins to bubble; stir in 
parmesan, garlic powder, pep-
per and cayenne.  Cook until 
mixture thickens, stirring oc-
casionally.  Stir in ham until 
heated through.  Toss pasta 
and asparagus with sauce un-
til well combined.  Serve im-
mediately.

Strawberry and 
White Chocolate 
Cream Slab Pie

Enjoy this unique strawber-
ry and chocolate dessert. You 
can substitute white chocolate 
chips for the baking squares.  
One package of the squares is 
1½ C. chips.

Refrigerated pie dough, 2 
rolls, softened

3 pkgs. (4 oz. each) white 
chocolate baking squares

3 T. milk
1 pkg. (8 oz.) cream cheese, 

softened
¼ C. powdered sugar
1 container (8 oz.) Cool 

whip, thawed
¾ C. strawberry jam, stirred 

well
1½ C. fresh strawberries, 

chopped
	Preheat oven to 450.  Re-

move pie crusts from pouch-
es.  On lightly floured surface, 
unroll and stack crusts one 
on top of the other.  Roll to 
a 17 x 12 inch rectangle.  Fit 
crust into ungreased 15 x 10 
x 1 inch pan, pressing firmly 
into corners and sides.  Fold 

crust even with edges of pan.  
Flute or crimp edges; prick 
crust several times with fork.  
Bake 10 minutes until golden 
brown.

	Coarsely chop 4 oz. of the 
white chocolate; sprinkle onto 
hot pie crust and let stand 5 
minutes.  With an offset met-
al spatula, carefully spread 
melted white chocolate across 
bottom of crust (will be thin 
layer).  Freeze 10 minutes or 
until set.

	In a small microwavable 
bowl, microwave 7 oz. of the 
remaining white chocolate 
and milk, uncovered on High 
for 30 seconds; stir.  Contin-
ue heating in 10 second in-
crements, stirring after each 
until chocolate is smooth.  Set 
aside to cool.  Shave remain-
ing 1 oz. of white chocolate 
and set aside for topping.

	In large bowl, beat cream 
cheese and powdered sugar 
with mixer until well blended.  
Add cooled white chocolate 
mixture to bowl.  Beat well 
until blended.  Gently fold in 
whipped topping.  Spread jam 
on top of set layer on crust.  
Spoon chocolate mixture on 
top of jam layer; carefully 
spread to cover jam layer.  Re-
frigerate at least 1 hour until 
chilled.  Cut into squares.  Just 
before serving top with straw-
berries and reserved shaved 
white chocolate.

Angel Food 
Strawberry Cake

	This dessert takes a little 
planning, but it is delicious 
and pretty enough for a hol-
iday.  If you make your own 
angel food cake instead of 
using a mix, that is better.  
However, using a box cake 
mix will work just fine.  Note:  
If you see that the recipe calls 
for a lot of boiling water, the 
frozen strawberries take the 
place of cold water.

1 box of Angel Food Cake 
Mix

1 pkg (3 oz.) strawberry 
Jell-O

2½ C. boiling water
1 lb. frozen sliced strawber-

ries
Icing

1½ C. heavy cream
2 T. sugar
	Make angel food cake ac-

cording to package directions.  
Cool cake according to direc-
tions.  Sprinkle Jell-O into a 
bowl and pour in 2½ C. boiling 
water.  Stir to dissolve, then 
add the frozen sliced strawber-
ries.  Stir to cool the mixture 
and set aside.  Place cake on 
a cake plate.  With a serrated 
knife, carefully cut the top 1 
inch of cake from the top.  Re-
move it and lay it beside the 
cake.  Next, with a small par-
ing knife, make two concentric 
cuts in the cake:  one cut is 1 
inch from the outside rim, the 

The not so skinny cook

See kitchen, Page 16
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Pink heals stephenson country Facebook Photo Rock Valley Publishing

Servant leadership team dodges 
for donations
	 The Servant Leadership team from Warren recently donated to the Pink Heals 
nonprofit organization. The team raised funds by hosting a dodgeball tourna-
ment several months ago.  Pink Heals would like to thank the Servant Leader-
ship team and team leader Cody for their generous support. 

Stockton Town
Garage Sales

June 14 & 15
Mark Your Calendar!!!

Registration form to come, beginning in April
REGISTER EARLY!!!!

451510

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS

U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION,
    PLAINTIFF,
  VS.
LINN PERKINS, 
SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE 
OF PATRICIA LOUISE 
RATKOVICH, 
DECEASED; 
UNKNOWN HEIRS 
AND LEGATEES 
OF PATRICIA L. 
RATKOVICH; TRICIA 
A HALTER; ROBERT J 
RATKOVICH; BRIAN 
R RATKOVICH; 
ILLINOIS HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,     
    DEFENDANTS.

NO. 2023FC53
145 NORTH WHISTLER 
AVENUE FREEPORT, IL 
61032

NOTICE OF SALE 
PURSUANT TO 
JUDGMENT OF 
FORECLOSURE

UNDER ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE ACT
PUBLIC NOTICE IS 

HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered by the Court in the 
above entitled cause on 
February 20, 2024, Sher-
iff of Stephenson County 
will on May 7, 2024, in 
Stephenson County Court-
house 15 N. Galena Ave 
(West Door), Freeport, IL 
61032, at 9:30am, sell at 
public auction and sale to 
the highest bidder for cash, 
all and singular, the follow-
ing described real estate 
mentioned in said Judg-
ment, situated in the Coun-
ty of Stephenson, State of 
Illinois, or so much thereof 
as shall be sufficient to sat-
isfy said Judgment:

THE NORTH SIX-
TY (60) FEET OF LOT 
TWENTY-EIGHT (28) 
IN POWELL AND WAD-
DELL’S SUBDIVISION 
OF THE EAST HALF 
(1/2) OF THE NORTH-
EAST QUARTER (1/4) 
OF SECTION 36, TOWN-
SHIP 27 NORTH, RANGE 
7 EAST OF THE FOURTH 
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, 
THE PLAT OF WHICH 
SUBDIVISION IS RE-
CORDED IN BOOK 26 
OF DEEDS ON PAGE 
267 IN THE RECORD-
ER’S OFFICE OF STE-
PHENSON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS; SITUATED 
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF 
FREEPORT, COUNTY 
OF STEPHENSON AND 
STATE OF ILLINOIS.

TAX NO. 18-13-36-226-
020

COMMONLY KNOWN 
AS: 145 North Whistler 
Avenue

Freeport, IL 61032
Description of Improve-

ments: The property is a 
single family home.

The Judgment amount 
was $80,895.82.

Sale Terms: This is an 
“AS IS” sale for “CASH”. 
The successful bidder must 
deposit 10% down by cer-
tified funds; balance, by 
certified funds, within 24 
hours. NO REFUNDS.

The subject property 
is subject to general real 
estate taxes, special as-
sessments or special taxes 
levied against said real es-
tate, water bills, etc., and 
is offered for sale without 
any representation as to 
quality or quantity of title 
and without recourse to 
plaintiff. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by 
the court.

Upon payment in full of 
the bid amount, the pur-
chaser shall receive a Cer-
tificate of Sale, which will 
entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT 
be open for inspection. 

Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the 
court file to verify all infor-
mation.

The successful purchaser 
has the sole responsibili-
ty/expense of evicting any 
tenants or other individuals 
presently in possession of 
the subject premises.

If this property is a con-
dominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale, other than 
a mortgagee shall pay the 
assessments and the legal 
fees required by The Con-
dominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and 
(g)(4).

IF YOU ARE THE 
MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE IL-
LINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For Information: Visit our 
website at http://ilforeclo-
suresales.mrpllc.com.

Between 3 p.m. and 5 
p.m. only - McCalla Ray-
mer Leibert Pierce, LLC, 
Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 1 N. 
Dearborn St., Suite 1200, 
Chicago, IL 60602. Tel. 
No. (312) 346-9088. Please 
refer to file# 23-16149IL

PURSUANT TO THE 
FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT, 
THE PLAINTIFF’S AT-
TORNEY IS DEEMED 
TO BE A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT AND 
ANY INFORMATION 
WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.

Plaintiff’s attorney is not 
required to provide addi-
tional information other 
than that set forth in this 
notice of sale.
I3238741

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

March 27, April 3 & 10, 2024)
452732

LEGAL NOTICE

Northwest Illinois Daily Drawing winners for March
	The Northwest Illinois 

Daily, a cooperative fund-
raiser,  announces the March 
winners in the 2023-2024 
drawing year. The Daily Draw-
ing is a drawing for 366 daily 
cash prizes from Oct. 1, 2023, 
to Sept. 30, 2024, to those 
donating for a ticket. Over 
$21,000 is paid out to ticket 
holders during the drawing 
year. Cash prizes vary between 

$50 and $250. A ticket may 
win multiple times as each 
ticket remains in the drawing 
each day for the entire year, 
no matter how often it may be 
drawn.  

Sponsoring organizations 
from Jo Daviess, Carroll & Ste-
phenson County include: Car-
ing Community of Elizabeth, 
East Dubuque Music Boost-
ers, Eastland Music Boosters, 

Galena Key Club, Hanover 
Alumni Association, Hanover 
Chamber of Commerce, Le-
na-Winslow Education Foun-
dation, Midwest Medical Cen-
ter Auxiliary Foundation, Pearl 
City Athletic Boosters, Philan-
thropic Educational Organiza-
tion-Chapter OH, River Ridge 
Drama Club, Scales Mound 
Travelers, Stewards of the Up-
per Mississippi River Refuge, 

Stockton Girls Sports, Warren 
Athletic Boosters and West 
Carroll Sports Boosters.  

	The March 2024 winners are:
$50 – Charlene Wooley
$50 – Norma McLane
$50 – Sue Eversoll
$50 – Zachary Rackow
$50 – Doris Piefer
$50 – Amy McPeek
$50 – Karen Ranchino
$50 – Kayla Brinkmeier

$50 – Mark Rice
$50 – Courtney Dodds
$50 – Mary Kay Holmes
$50 – Sue Scheider
$50 – Connie Allendorf
$50 – Morgan Kennison 
$50 – Shelly Bader
$50 – Laura Connolly
$150 – Sheila Pickett
$50 – Stan Backenkeller
$150 – Connie Droessler Vens
$50 – Helen Kilgore

$50 – Barry Wasson
$50 – Susan Bookless
$50 – Claire Rees
$50 – Lisa Doyle
$50 – Judy Skupien
$50 – Greg Stocks
$50 – Ashley Wills
$50 – Janice Wasmund
$50 – River Ridge Band Pro-

gram
$50 – Joan Liles
$250 – Cheryl Frey



Page 14        THE SCOOP TODAY / SHOPPER’S GUIDE        Wednesday, March 27, 2024

 help wanted

IT’S GARAGE SALE 
TIME AGAIN!

Serving northern illinoiS and Southern wiSconSin

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

FIND BARGAINS IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS

To place an ad in our
Help Wanted Section...

Call
(815) 369-4112

 real estate

 real estate

v v v v v v

 transportation
Automobiles

1990 CADILLAC FLEETWOOD 
coral. Florida car no rust. 1 own-
er. 45k miles. $20,000. 262-379-
4161.

2005 CHRYSLER LIMITED Mint 
condition mechanically & body. 
all records included. 140k miles 
$13,000. 262-379-4161.

2010 TOYOTA COROLLA LE 
good brakes, good tires, new 
battery. no rust. 183,500 miles. 
good running car! $5,150. call 
815-520-1094.

Automobiles 
Wanted

TOP DOLLAR FOR YOUR 
FULL SIZE JunK trucKS & 
Suv’s. haul away 7 days a week. 
262-758-1807

Bicycles
E-BIKE RAD ROVER 5 like 
new. $750. call 262-534-6287.

Boats
2003 ALUMACRAFT 175 TRO-
PHY with 2002 trailer. 90 hP, 
9.9hP, elec. 50lb troller, elec an-
chor, helix5 hummingbird. call 
only if interested 815-389-2480.

Campers and RVs
2023 ROCKWOOD MINI LITE 
travel trailer. Model 22055. 
hardly used. 262-237-2196.

Trucks & Trailers
CARGO TRAILER 5x8 en-
closed, needs cosmetic work. 
elkhorn location $199. 262-949-
6997.

TRUCK FOR SALE 1992 Ford 
F-250 Xlt Super cab, 7.5 liter 
gas, Four wheel drive with lock-
ing hubs, automatic. 123,000 
original miles. this california 
truck is super clean. equipped 
with power windows, power door 
locks, power steering, bluetooth 
stereo, 2-tone paint, excellent 
tires. this truck is really nice. 
Must See! elkhorn, wi. $12,950. 
(262) 949-6997.

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE this 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Burial Needs
7 CEMETERY PLOTS willing to 
sell as a group or individually. lo-
cated at roselawn Memory gar-
dens 3045 wi-67, lake geneva, 
wi 53147. This is a private sale. 
Contact Randy, the seller at 
randy@slpublishers.com.

Farm Machinery
FARM MACHINERY two ih 986 
tractors, $16,500 & $18,000. two 
ih 560 tractors, $5,000 each. Jd 
9 shank disc chisel plow, $3,500. 
case ih 4300 18.5 field culti-
vator, $7,000. Brillion 14’ culti-
mulcher, $2,500. nh 352 grind-
er-mixer, $5,000. 815-601-6465 
calls only!

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE all real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair housing act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial 
status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of 
children under 18. this newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. to complain of discrimination 
call hud toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. the toll-free tele phone number 
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. eQual houSing oP-
PortunitY

444841

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing is looking for a Part-

Time Advertising Sales Executive. 
Approximately 20 hours per week.

We publish newspapers, shoppers, and 
niche publications throughout the stateline. 
You have the opportunity to sell into all Rock 
Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making 
your paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:

Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising
Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com

Fax: (262) 725-6844

 for sale

IN*CI*DENTAL*LY

By
Dr. Stephen 
Petras 
Illinois Licensed 
General Dentist

The value of basic research findings 
	In today’s column I want to 

share information about two 
research projects the National 
Institute of Health recently 
reported on. But first, I must 
remind you that both studies 
are in the preliminary stage 
of research and therefore 
their conclusions each 
provide what is termed a 
basic research finding. Well-
executed research, which 
provides advancements in 
the prevention, diagnosis, 
and treatment of disease, is 
a long and arduous process. 
Basic research findings 
provide both the rational and 
the foundation for further 
research. 

	The American Cancer 
Institute is conducting 
research on ways to adapt a 
successful treatment, against 
certain cancers of the blood, 
bone marrow or lymph (CAR 
T-Cell therapy), so it can be 
used to treat solid tumors.  

T-cells are part of your body’s 
immune system. CAR T-cell 
therapy involves collecting 
T cells from the patient’s 
blood and re-engineering 
them in the laboratory to 
produce proteins on their 
surface called chimeric 
antigen receptors (CARs) 
that recognize and bind to 
specific proteins (antigens) 
on the surface of cancer cells. 
The engineered T cells are 
then stimulated to replicate 
in the laboratory and infused 
intravenously into the patient, 
where they kill any cancer 
cells with the target antigen 
on their surfaces.

	There are a number 
of hurdles that must be 
addressed to adapt CAR T-cell 
therapy to treat solid tumors. 
Unlike blood cancer cells, 
solid tumor cells antigens 
may or may not be expressed 
on the surface of the cell and 
solid tumor cells of the same 
cancer type can vary from 
patient to patient, and even 
within a particular patient. In 
addition, immune-suppressing 
molecules produced from 
either the solid tumor or other 
immune cells can prevent the 
CAR T-cells from entering 
the tumor or render them 
too weak to kill cancer cells 
(exhaustion).

	To overcome the antigen 
issue, researchers have created 
a synthetic antigen to mark 
cancer cells. These synthetic 
antigens function as a beacon, 
guiding the CAR T-cells to the 
tumor, where they attack and 
destroy it.  The researchers 

delivered the CAR T-cells to 
mice with multiple types of 
cancer, by directly injecting 
them into the tumors or by 
administering it intravenously 
into the bloodstream. 
After two rounds of CAR 
T-cell treatment, significant 
reduction in tumor growth 
was noted. However, as 
humans are far more sensitive 
to bacteria than mice are, 
rigorous safety studies will 
need to be undertaken before 
it is evaluated in human 
patients. 

	To overcome the issue of 
T-cell exhaustion, researchers 
from around the world first 
had to identify the proteins in 
the body’s defensive systems 
that lead to T-cell exhaustion. 
Once they had identified 
the proteins, they had to 
learn how and why they 
attacked the T-cells. Once 
they understood the process 
the next step was to engineer 

CAR T-cells that could evade 
triggering it. 

	The second study is 
seeking to find new ways 
to treat bacterial infections 
in skin wounds and the oral 
cavity without antibiotics. 
Researchers at the University 
of Pennsylvania and Stanford 
University have developed 
gold covered nanoparticles 
that can both identify and 
target germs associated with 
oral disease, Streptococcus 
mutans and Staphylococcus 
aureus. Staphylococcus aureus 
is also the most prevalent of 
the four bacterial pathogens 
associated with infections in 
skin wounds. 

	When exposed to light, the 
nanoparticles emit ultrasonic 
waves. By encapsulating 
the nanoparticles in gold, 
which converts the energy 
from light into heat, the 
pathogens can be both 
identified by the ultrasonic 

waves(photoacoustic 
imaging), then killed by the 
heat (photothermal therapy). 
To make the nanoparticles 
even more appealing to the 
bacteria, they coat the gold 
in a type of sugar known as 
dextran.

	The nanoparticles were 
more effective in treating 
Staphylococcus aureus 
infections in skin wounds 
than those treated with the 
antimicrobial, gentamicin. 
When the nanoparticles were 
applied to Streptococcus 
Mutans-infected teeth that had 
been removed from rat’s jaws, 
researchers noted they killed 
almost one hundred percent of 
the bacteria. 

	These positive basic 
research findings will serve 
as the foundation for further 
research into the role of 
engineered nanoparticles in 
preventing oral disease and 
accelerating wound healing. 
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Think Spring...
Bleaching Special

1/2 OFF
Call to Schedule Your Free Consultation Today!

450748

Dr. Stephen Petras
Stockton Dental Center

120 West Front Ave, Stockton, IL 61085
www.stocktondental.com

A licensed Illinois General Dentist

815-947-3700

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
STEPHENSON COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION,
    PLAINTIFF,
  VS.
LINN PERKINS, SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE OF 
PATRICIA LOUISE RATKOVICH, 
DECEASED; UNKNOWN 
HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF 
PATRICIA L. RATKOVICH; 
TRICIA A HALTER; ROBERT 
J RATKOVICH; BRIAN R 
RATKOVICH; ILLINOIS 
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY; UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS, DEFENDANTS.

NO. 2023FC53
145 NORTH WHISTLER 
AVENUE FREEPORT, IL 61032
NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT 

TO JUDGMENT OF 
FORECLOSURE

UNDER ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE ACT

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HERE-
BY GIVEN that pursuant to a 
Judgment of Foreclosure and 
Sale entered by the Court in the 
above entitled cause on February 
20, 2024, Sheriff of Stephenson 
County will on May 7, 2024, in 
Stephenson County Courthouse 
15 N. Galena Ave (West Door), 
Freeport, IL 61032, at 9:30am, 
sell at public auction and sale to 
the highest bidder for cash, all 
and singular, the following de-
scribed real estate mentioned in 
said Judgment, situated in the 
County of Stephenson, State of 
Illinois, or so much thereof as 
shall be sufficient to satisfy said 
Judgment:

TAX NO. 18-13-36-226-020
COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 145 

North Whistler Avenue
Freeport, IL 61032
Description of Improvements: 

The property is a single family 
home.

The Judgment amount was 
$80,895.82.

Sale Terms: This is an “AS IS” 
sale for “CASH”. The successful 
bidder must deposit 10% down by 
certified funds; balance, by cer-
tified funds, within 24 hours. NO 
REFUNDS.

The subject property is subject 
to general real estate taxes, spe-
cial assessments or special taxes 

levied against said real estate, 
water bills, etc., and is offered for 
sale without any representation 
as to quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to plaintiff. The 
sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.

Upon payment in full of the bid 
amount, the purchaser shall re-
ceive a Certificate of Sale, which 
will entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after con-
firmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open 
for inspection. Prospective bid-
ders are admonished to check the 
court file to verify all information.

The successful purchaser has 
the sole responsibility/expense of 
evicting any tenants or other indi-
viduals presently in possession of 
the subject premises.

If this property is a condominium 
unit, the purchaser of the unit at 
the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee shall pay the assess-
ments and the legal fees required 
by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)
(4).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAG-
OR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For Information: Visit our web-
site at http://ilforeclosuresales.
mrpllc.com.

Between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. 
only - McCalla Raymer Leibert 
Pierce, LLC, Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 
1 N. Dearborn St., Suite 1200, 
Chicago, IL 60602. Tel. No. (312) 
346-9088. Please refer to file# 23-
16149IL

PURSUANT TO THE FAIR 
DEBT COLLECTION PRACTIC-
ES ACT, THE PLAINTIFF’S AT-
TORNEY IS DEEMED TO BE A 
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A DEBT AND 
ANY INFORMATION WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

Plaintiff’s attorney is not re-
quired to provide additional infor-
mation other than that set forth in 
this notice of sale.
I3238741

(Published in The Shopper’s 
Guide 

March 27, April 3 & 10, 2024)
452733

REAL ESTATE NOTICE

NUIC announces 2023-2024 All-Conference wrestling team

For the most part, incumbents beat back 
challengers amid low primary turnout statewide
By Peter Hancock
Capitol News Illinois

With only a few exceptions, 
incumbent officeholders in Il-
linois cruised to easy victories 
in primary elections last week 
that were marked by histori-
cally low voter turnout.

Although final numbers 
won’t be known for several 
more days, preliminary re-
turns from many of the state’s 
larger counties showed turn-
out hovering in the range of 
20-25 percent. 

That compares to a state-
wide average of 47 percent in 
2016, when the White House 
was an open race, and 28 per-
cent during the pandemic-im-
pacted primaries in 2020.

That may have been due to 
the fact that there were few 
truly competitive races for 
voters to decide, especially at 
the top of the ballot. Demo-
cratic President Joe Biden and 
Republican former President 
Donald Trump had both se-
cured enough delegates to win 
their respective party nomina-
tions a full week before polls 
even opened in Illinois.

One race that did prove 
competitive, though, was 
the 12th Congressional Dis-
trict race in southern Illinois, 
where incumbent Republican 
Mike Bost, of Murphysboro, 
survived a challenge from for-
mer state Sen. Darren Bailey, 
the unsuccessful GOP candi-
date for governor in 2022.

Bost is a former state legis-
lator who was first elected to 
Congress in 2014. Bailey had 
served only one term in the 
state House and half a term 
in the state Senate before run-
ning for governor.

Both portrayed themselves 
as pro-Trump Republicans. 
Although Trump had en-
dorsed Bailey in his bid for 
governor, he endorsed Bost in 
the primary.

Bailey conceded the race 
Tuesday night when unof-
ficial returns showed Bost 
ahead by about 3 percentage 
points, with 96 percent of the 
votes counted.

Another close congressio-
nal race was in the 7th District 
of Chicago, where longtime 
incumbent Democrat Danny 
Davis fended off challenges 
from Chicago City Treasurer 
Melissa Conyears-Ervin and 
community organizer Kina 
Collins among others.

Davis, who is 82, was first 
elected to Congress in 1996. 
Before that, he served on 
the Cook County Board of 
Commissioners and, starting 
in 1979, the Chicago City 
Council. Although his chal-
lengers argued it was time for 
a new generation to step into 
leadership, Davis drew on his 
support from Gov. JB Pritzker 
and other established Demo-
crats to win the race with an 
estimated 53 percent of the 
vote.

In state legislative races, 
two Democratic lawmakers 
from the Chicago area were 
ousted by challengers in the 
primaries.

In the 20th Senate District, 
Democratic Sen. Natalie Toro 
was defeated by challenger 
Graciela Guzman.

Democratic Party officials 

appointed Toro to that seat to 
fill a vacancy when the last 
elected senator, Christina Pa-
cione-Zayas, resigned to take 
a job in Chicago Mayor Bran-
don Johnson’s administration. 
Toro had backing from Sen-
ate President Don Harmon, 
D-Oak Park, but Guzman was 
endorsed by liberal U.S. Sen. 
Bernie Sanders, I-Vt.

And in the 31st District, 
Rep. Mary Flowers, the lon-
gest-serving member of the 
House who had fallen out of 
favor with Democratic leaders 
in recent months, lost her seat 
to challenger Michael Craw-
ford.

House Speaker Emanu-
el “Chris” Welch, D-Hill-
side, appointed Flowers to 
his leadership team when he 
was elected speaker in 2021. 
But Welch removed her from 
leadership in 2023 amid alle-
gations that she was abusive 
to staff. Welch endorsed and 
raised money for Crawford, 
who carried roughly 70 per-
cent of the vote as of Wednes-
day. 

Republican Rep. Blaine 
Wilhour, of Beecher City, 

fended off a challenge in the 
110th House District from 
Matthew Hall, of Vandalia, 
who had the backing of teach-
ers unions and other orga-
nized labor groups.

Results were not imme-
diately available, however, 
in the 102nd House District 
where another labor-backed 
candidate, Jim Acklin, of Og-
den, was trying to unseat Rep. 
Adam Niemerg, of Dieterich. 
That’s because both men were 
running as write-in candidates 
after Niemerg was removed 
from the ballot due to a tech-
nical error in his candidate 
filing and Acklin entered the 
race after the filing deadline.

In the 88th District of cen-
tral Illinois, Decatur native 
Regan Deering, who ran un-
successfully for Congress 
in 2022, edged out McLean 
County Board member Chuck 
Erickson in the Republican 
primary. That’s a seat where 
incumbent Rep. Dan Caulk-
ins, R-Decatur, is stepping 
down. No Democrat has en-
tered that race so far.

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

	As another excellent wres-
tling season has come and 
gone, the Northwest Upstate 
Illini Conference recent-
ly released their 2023-2024 
All-Conference Wrestling 
team.   To no surprise, the Le-
na-Winslow-Stockton Pan-
therHawks absolutely dom-
inated the list of wrestlers.  
Perhaps it’s expected with 
one of the only wrestling co-
ops in the conference, minus 
Durand-Pecatonica.  How-
ever, even when you divide 
Le-Win-Stockton’s 12 First 
Team wrestlers in half, they 

still have more award winners 
than every other program. 

	Of the 28 total First Team 
wrestlers, Le-Win-Stock-
ton had nearly half of them.  
After the PantherHawks’ 12 
members, the next closest 
program was Dakota with 
four wrestlers on First Team.  
It should be noted that there 
are no Second Team selec-
tions in wrestling, only First 
Team and Honorable Men-
tions. 

	The PantherHawks were 
led by Eli Larson, who racked 
up 44 wins on the year, 24 of 
which came by way of pin-
fall.  Eli also tallied a sec-

ond-place finish in this year’s 
Individual IHSA Wrestling 
Tournament.  His sophomore 
season ended with a First 
Team All-Conference selec-
tion and an overall record of 
44-6.  

	Jeremiah Luke also had an 
incredible sophomore season.  
After going 43-8 on the year, 
Luke earned a First Team 
selection.  Arrison Bauer, a 
fellow sophomore, was the 
third and final PantherHawk 
with over forty wins as he 
went 41-13.  Bauer was also 
a First Team selection as the 
PantherHawks have a trio of 
excellent sophomores leading 

the way in the foreseeable fu-
ture. 

	Karl Hubb just missed that 
40-win mark in his senior 
campaign.  With a record of 
39-11, Hubb earned his own 
First Team selection.  Jar-
ed Dvorak, a fellow senior, 
matched Hubb’s record with 
39 wins of his own.  Dvorak 
finished the year 39-8, earn-
ing a First Team selection.  
Michael Haas was the next 
leading senior with 34 wins 
on the year.  Brady Haas, also 
a senior, finished right behind 
him with 33 victories.  Both 
Michael and Brady were First 
Team selections as seniors. 

	John Mensendike was 
another shining sophomore 
for the PantherHawks.  If it 
weren’t for the dominant trio 
ahead of him, Mensendike 
would have garnered even 
more notice with a record of 
32-17.  Mauricio Glass, also 
a sophomore, tied Mensend-
ike with 32 wins of his own.  
Glass went 32-16 on the year 
as both him and Mensendike 
earned First Team selections. 

	Rounding out the First 
Team selections, the Panther-
Hawks had two more sopho-
mores and a freshman.  Both 
Tegan Arnold and Reece De-
meter finished with over 20 

wins as sophomores, which 
earned them a First Team se-
lection.  Freshman Gannon 
Dunker also earned a First 
Team selection as the youth 
shined for the 2023-2024 Pan-
therHawks. 

	All in all, Le-Win-Stock-
ton had seven different soph-
omores and one freshman re-
ceive a First Team selection.  
Additionally, sophomore Da-
vid Prater was also named an 
Honorable Mention for this 
year’s class.  

	The PantherHawks are go-
ing to lose a few high-quality 
seniors, but their future looks 
brighter than ever.

See primary, Page 16
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450686

24
HOUR

TOP-RATED
HVAC PRO’S
PROVIDING COMMERCIAL &
RESIDENTIAL HVAC SERVICES

FREE ESTIMATES

CALL US 24/7

(855) 499-HEAT
LoescherHVAC.com

HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING

452974

ACCIDENTS HAPPEN!
Let us take the worry out of having your vehicle repaired.

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

Available at all Sullivans Foods including: 
103 W North Ave, Stockton | 815.947.3318 

201 Dodds Dr, Lena | 815.369.2311
703 N Elida St, Winnebago | 815.335.1501

OPEN 6AM TO 9PM  7 DAYS A WEEK
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Like and Follow us on www.facebook.com/sullivansfoods | Check us out or order online at www.sullivansfoods.net | We reserve the right to limit quantities and correct printing errors. All items not available at all stores. 
Sullivan’s Foods has hired a company called Telecheck to process all checks written at our stores. Telecheck has set guidelines in place for processing checks.

Telecheck has a $300 limit for check writing with purchases. If you have an order larger than $300, you may need to pay any remaining balance by cash, credit, or debit card.

Prices Effective: Wednesday, January 10 thru Tuesday, January 16, 2024
ALL ITEMS WHILE SUPPLIES LAST I NO RAIN CHECKS I NO RETURNS I NO EXCHANGES

1.79

Pringles
CHIPS
Select Varieties
4.9-5.57 oz

3/$5

Hamburger
HELPER
Select Varieties
4.7-8.7 oz

4.99

Hellmann’s
MAYONNAISE
32 oz

2/$750

ORV’S
ULTRA THIN 
OR ULTIMATE 
RIZER PIZZA
Select Varieties
13.35-28.45 oz

2/$4

Campbell’s
CHUNKY SOUP 
OR BOWLS
Select Varieties
15.25-19 oz

2.29

Garden Fresh
HUMMUS
Select Varieties
9 oz

2 DAY 
SALE! 

FOOTBALL
WILDCARD

2.29 lb

73% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF
10 lb

GREAT FOR 
CHILI, TACOS, 
AND SMASH 

BURGERS!

ROMAINE
HEARTS
3 ct

SATURDAY, JANUARY 
13TH & 14TH, 2024

2 Days 
ONLY!

Family Pack 
US Grade A
CHICKEN WINGS

1.69 lb 3.99

Halos
CLEMENTINES
3 lb bag

3.99

Bakery
HONEY 
OATMEAL 
BREAD
loaf

4/$10

Tony’s
PIZZERIA PIZZA
Select Varieties
12 inch

IDAHO 
POTATOES
3 lb bag

1.69

Certified Angus Beef ® brand
BONELESS 

SHORT RIBS

5.99lb

www.sullivansfoods.net

SullivansFoods_032724_PAGE 1

ENJOY EASTER HAM SPECIALS

MALIBU
RUM
Select Varieties, 1.75 L

25.99

ALL STORES!

Kentucky Legend
WHOLE
BONELESS 
HALF SMOKED 
HAM

4.99 lb

HALOS
CLEMENTINES
3 lb bag

5.99
US Grade A 
FROZEN 
TURKEY
BREAST

1.88 lb 13.99 lb

Certified Angus Beef ® brand
BONELESS 
RIB EYE 
ROAST

Prices Effective: Wednesday, March 27 thru Tuesday, April 2, 2024
ALL ITEMS WHILE SUPPLIES LAST I NO RAIN CHECKS I NO RETURNS I NO EXCHANGES

Best Choice
SPIRAL 
SLICED 
HALF HAM

2.49 lb
Cook’s
SHANK
PORTION
BONE-IN  
SMOKED 
HAM

1.49 lb

Cook’s
BUTT PORTION
BONE-IN 
SMOKED HAM

1.79 lb

Cook’s
WHOLE
BONE-IN 
SMOKED 
HAM

2.29lb

Kentucky Legend
WHOLE
BONELESS 
SMOKED 
HAM

3.99 lb
Frick’s Premium
SHANK
PORTION
BONE-IN  
SMOKED 
HAM

1.99lb

Frick’s Premium
BUTT
PORTION
BONE-IN  
SMOKED 
HAM

2.19 lb

Locally Made in 
STOCKTON IL 
MEAT 
MASTERS 
BONELESS 
SMOKED HAM

3.99 lb

MEAT MASTERS
ILLINOIS STATE
CHAMPIONS

Like and Follow us on www.facebook.com/sullivansfoods | Check us out or order online at www.sullivansfoods.net | We reserve the right to limit quantities and correct printing errors. All items not available at all stores. 
Sullivan’s Foods has hired a company called Telecheck to process all checks written at our stores. Telecheck has set guidelines in place for processing checks.

Telecheck has a $300 limit for check writing with purchases. If you have an order larger than $300, you may need to pay any remaining balance by cash, credit, or debit card.

Copyright © 2024 A2 Advertising, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Written permission is required before use.

2 Day
Sale

APRIL 1ST & 2NDAPRIL 1ST & 2ND

2 Day
Sale

Save on these items & more!

See Insert for Details!

Save on these items & more!

See Insert for Details!
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Prices Effective: Wednesday, March 27 thru Tuesday, April 2, 2024

Cake of the Week

 EASTER 
BUNNY CAKE
White or Chocolate

8 inch round

9.99

BAKERYBAKERY

2.99

DINNER ROLLS  
Butter & Egg or Wheat

12 ct

7.99
APPLE PIE

8 inch

Kretschmar Brand  
OFF THE BONE 
HAM

6.99 lb

Sullivan’s Signature  
POTATO OR 
MACARONI 

SALAD 3.99 lb

Deli Made
SPINACH 
DIP

5.99 lb

Deli 
Hot & Fresh
MACARONI 
& CHEESE

3.59 lb
Deli Made
DEVILED 
EGGS
6 ct

3.59 

Kretschmar Brand  
CHEDDAR 
CHEESE

7.59 lb

5.99

FRESH BAKED 
LOAF CAKE
Select Varieties 

18 oz

6.99

ICED 
EASTER COOKIES

12 ct

3.99

CONFETTI 
ANGEL FOOD CAKE

8 inch foil

5.99

SUGARED 
EASTER COOKIES  

12 ct 

SLICED TO 
ORDER

SLICED TO 
ORDER

Lakeview Farms
GELATIN 
RING MOLDS
Orange, Strawberry 
or Rainbow, 20 oz

2.59

DELIDELI

ORDER YOUR PRE COOKED 
DINNER BY MAR. 28th

DELI FRESH

Easter
DELI FRESH

EASTER 
DINNER
FOR 2-4 

44.99

EASTER 
DINNER
FOR 5-7 

86.99

FAMILY 
EASTER
DINNER
FOR 9-12 

154.99

SullivansFoods_032724_PAGE 5

Prices Effective: Monday, April 1 thru Tuesday, April 2, 2024

Certified Angus Beef® brand
BONELESS 

WHOLE 
TOP SIRLOIN

4.99 lb

Day Sale

2Day Sale
APRIL 1ST & 2ND

Deli Fresh
8 PIECE

FRIED CHICKEN
Two Each: Breast, 
Thigh, Leg & Wing

10.99

US Govt Insp
PORK BUTT 

TWIN PACKS

1.39 lb

Fresh
80% LEAN 
GROUND 

BEEF
10 lbs

2.99 lb

Shullsburg 

AMERICAN 
CHEESE
72 ct/3 lb

9.99

US Grade A
CHICKEN LEG

QUARTERS
10 lb bag

6.99

Bakery Fresh
HAMBURGER 
OR HOT DOG 

BUNS
8 ct

2.49

SLICED 
FOR FREE
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Prices Effective: Monday, April 1 thru Tuesday, April 2, 2024

Certified Angus Beef® brand
BONELESS 

WHOLE 
TOP SIRLOIN

4.99 lb
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FRIED CHICKEN
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Thigh, Leg & Wing

10.99

US Govt Insp
PORK BUTT 

TWIN PACKS

1.39 lb

Fresh
80% LEAN 
GROUND 

BEEF
10 lbs

2.99 lb

Shullsburg 

AMERICAN 
CHEESE
72 ct/3 lb

9.99

US Grade A
CHICKEN LEG
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10 lb bag

6.99

Bakery Fresh
HAMBURGER 
OR HOT DOG 

BUNS
8 ct

2.49

SLICED 
FOR FREE
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Prices Effective: Monday, April 1 thru Tuesday, April 2, 2024

Sale!2 Day

Day Sale 2Day Sale
APRIL 1ST & 2ND

WHAT A 
DEAL!!!

Jimmy Dean 

BREAKFAST 
BOWLS

Select Varieties 
7 oz

2/$5

Italia
PARMESAN

SHAKER
8 oz

1.99

Village Hearth 
BREAD

Regular or Lite
1-1.25 lb

2.49

Niagara
WATER

24 pk/16.9 oz 
bottles

2/$5

Fiora
BATH TISSUE 

OR PAPER 
TOWELS 

Select Varieties 
6-12 rolls

3.99

Folgers
CLASSIC 
COFFEE

25.9 oz

6.99

Kingsford 
CHARCOAL

16 lb

10.99

Kemps
STRAWBERRY

or Trumoo
CHOCOLATE 

MILK
half gallon

1.99

Jamestown 
Brand

SLICED
BACON

1 lb

4/$10
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Prices Effective: Wednesday, March 27 thru Tuesday, April 2, 2024

Cake of the Week

 EASTER 
BUNNY CAKE
White or Chocolate

8 inch round

9.99

BAKERYBAKERY

2.99

DINNER ROLLS  
Butter & Egg or Wheat

12 ct

7.99
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8 inch
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HAM
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Sullivan’s Signature  
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ORDER
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ORDER
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GELATIN 
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or Rainbow, 20 oz
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DELIDELI

ORDER YOUR PRE COOKED 
DINNER BY MAR. 28th

DELI FRESH

Easter
DELI FRESH

EASTER 
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FOR 2-4 

44.99
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DINNER
FOR 5-7 
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DINNER
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154.99
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ENJOY EASTER HAM SPECIALS

MALIBU
RUM
Select Varieties, 1.75 L

25.99

ALL STORES!

Kentucky Legend
WHOLE
BONELESS 
HALF SMOKED 
HAM

4.99 lb

HALOS
CLEMENTINES
3 lb bag

5.99
US Grade A 
FROZEN 
TURKEY
BREAST

1.88 lb 13.99 lb

Certified Angus Beef ® brand
BONELESS 
RIB EYE 
ROAST

Prices Effective: Wednesday, March 27 thru Tuesday, April 2, 2024
ALL ITEMS WHILE SUPPLIES LAST I NO RAIN CHECKS I NO RETURNS I NO EXCHANGES

Best Choice
SPIRAL 
SLICED 
HALF HAM

2.49 lb
Cook’s
SHANK
PORTION
BONE-IN  
SMOKED 
HAM

1.49 lb

Cook’s
BUTT PORTION
BONE-IN 
SMOKED HAM

1.79 lb

Cook’s
WHOLE
BONE-IN 
SMOKED 
HAM

2.29lb

Kentucky Legend
WHOLE
BONELESS 
SMOKED 
HAM

3.99 lb
Frick’s Premium
SHANK
PORTION
BONE-IN  
SMOKED 
HAM

1.99lb

Frick’s Premium
BUTT
PORTION
BONE-IN  
SMOKED 
HAM

2.19 lb

Locally Made in 
STOCKTON IL 
MEAT 
MASTERS 
BONELESS 
SMOKED HAM

3.99 lb

MEAT MASTERS
ILLINOIS STATE
CHAMPIONS

Like and Follow us on www.facebook.com/sullivansfoods | Check us out or order online at www.sullivansfoods.net | We reserve the right to limit quantities and correct printing errors. All items not available at all stores. 
Sullivan’s Foods has hired a company called Telecheck to process all checks written at our stores. Telecheck has set guidelines in place for processing checks.

Telecheck has a $300 limit for check writing with purchases. If you have an order larger than $300, you may need to pay any remaining balance by cash, credit, or debit card.

Copyright © 2024 A2 Advertising, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Written permission is required before use.

2 Day
Sale

APRIL 1ST & 2NDAPRIL 1ST & 2ND

2 Day
Sale

Save on these items & more!

See Insert for Details!

Save on these items & more!

See Insert for Details!
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Prices Effective: Wednesday, March 27 thru Tuesday, April 2, 2024

FRESH MEATFRESH MEAT

AVAILABLE 
WHILE 

SUPPLIES 
LAST!

US Govt Insp
CENTER CUT 
BONELESS 
PORK LOIN 
ROAST

2.88 lb

Sullivan’s Signature
SEASONED 
PORK AND 
HAM LOAF

3.99 lb

A HOLIDAY 
FAVORITE!

US Govt Insp
CENTER CUT 
BONE-IN 
PORK LOIN 
ROAST

2.29 lb

Best Choice
SHRIMP 
RING
10 oz

6.49

4.99 lb

Certified Angus Beef ® brand

BONELESS 
RUMP 
ROAST

Oscar Mayer
SLICED  
BACON
Select Varieties, 
12-16 oz

4.49
Oscar Mayer
FULLY COOKED 
BACON
Ready to Serve
2.52 oz

3.79

Bob Evans
SIDE DISHES
Select Varieties
12-24 oz

2/$5

Bob Evans
BREAKFAST 
SAUSAGE
Select Varieties
12-16 oz

2/$5
Bob Evans
SAUSAGE 
PATTIES
Mild or Hot
40 oz

9.99
Oscar Mayer
DELI FRESH 
SHAVED, 
SELECT, STRIPS OR 
CARVING BOARD 
LUNCHMEATS
Select Varieties, 6-9 oz

3.99

Eckrich
SMOKED 
SAUSAGE LINKS
OR SMOKIES
Select Varieties
8.3-14 oz

2/$7

Johnsonville
SUMMER 
SAUSAGE
Select Varieties
12 oz

4.49

Cooked Perfect
MEATBALLS
Select Varieties
18-28 oz

5.99

Cacique
QUESO 
FRESCO
10 oz

2/$6

Cacique
CREMA AGRIA,
MEXICANA OR 
SALVADORENA
15 oz

3.29

Bar-S 
CORN 
DOGS
2.34 lb

6.99

Scott Pete
BRAUNSCHWEIGER
16 oz

2/$7

Fast Fixin’
FULLY 
COOKED 
BREADED 
CHICKEN
Select Varieties
22.5-24 oz

3.99

Eckrich
SMOKED 
SAUSAGE LINKS
Jalapeño Cheddar
14 oz

2.99

Sullivan’s Signature 
HOLIDAY ROAST
Certified Angus Beef ® 
brand
EYE OF ROUND 
ROAST and 
CENTER CUT 
BONELESS
PORK LOIN ROAST

4.99 lb

PACKAGED MEATPACKAGED MEAT

Vienna
BEEF 
FRANKS
Select Varieties
12 oz

5.99

Vienna
SAUERKRAUT
2 lb

2.69
Vienna Beef
ITALIAN 
BEEF TUB
36 oz

12.49

Vienna Beef
BAGEL 
DOG
12 oz

6.49

Banquet
BROWN ‘N 
SERVE 
SAUSAGE 
LINKS OR 
PATTIES
Select Varieties
6.4 oz

2/$3

US Grade A
Norbest

FROZEN 
TURKEYS 
AVAILABLE 
While Supplies Last

Sullivan’s Signature
LEAN 
GROUND 
BEEF
3 lbs or More

3.99 lb

US Grade A
WHOLE 
CHICKEN

1.49 lb
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Prices Effective: Wednesday, March 27 thru Tuesday, April 2, 2024
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FULLY 
COOKED 
BREADED 
CHICKEN
Select Varieties
22.5-24 oz

3.99

Eckrich
SMOKED 
SAUSAGE LINKS
Jalapeño Cheddar
14 oz

2.99

Sullivan’s Signature 
HOLIDAY ROAST
Certified Angus Beef ® 
brand
EYE OF ROUND 
ROAST and 
CENTER CUT 
BONELESS
PORK LOIN ROAST

4.99 lb

PACKAGED MEATPACKAGED MEAT

Vienna
BEEF 
FRANKS
Select Varieties
12 oz

5.99

Vienna
SAUERKRAUT
2 lb

2.69
Vienna Beef
ITALIAN 
BEEF TUB
36 oz

12.49

Vienna Beef
BAGEL 
DOG
12 oz

6.49

Banquet
BROWN ‘N 
SERVE 
SAUSAGE 
LINKS OR 
PATTIES
Select Varieties
6.4 oz

2/$3

US Grade A
Norbest

FROZEN 
TURKEYS 
AVAILABLE 
While Supplies Last

Sullivan’s Signature
LEAN 
GROUND 
BEEF
3 lbs or More

3.99 lb

US Grade A
WHOLE 
CHICKEN

1.49 lb
453050

second cut is 1 inch from the 
inside rim.  Be careful not to 
cut all the way through to the 
bottom of the cake.  Leave 
about an inch from the bottom.  
Tear out a trench in between 
the two cuts and save the torn 
cake pieces for another use.

	Making sure the strawber-
ry mixture is cool and thick-
ened (if it is not thickened, put 
it in the freezer for 15 minutes 
or until thickened), careful-
ly spoon the mixture into the 
trench in the cake, filling it 

all the way to the top and just 
above to allow for a little set-
tling.  Place the top piece of 
cake back on top, lining it up.  
Refrigerate the cake for at 
least 2 hours.  Before serving, 
whip the cream and sugar un-
til stiff.  Spread over the cake.  
Cut into slices and serve.

Final Thoughts
	Everyone is talking about 

our trees and flowers which 
have started to bud and ap-
pear.  As I write this column, 

snow is predicted as well as 
cold temperatures.  The spring 
sporting events are already in 
the rescheduling mode.  We 
had all that beautiful weath-
er in February and now can’t 
buy a decent day.  It is hard 
to believe we are galloping 
into Easter.  April Fool’s Day 
is the day after.  Hopefully the 
weather won’t fool us any-
more.  

	The Bunny Hop in Lena 
was a success with lots of 
girls and dads eating, danc-
ing, and socializing the night 
away.  Hats off to the commit-
tee who offers this activity ev-
ery year.  Congratulations on 

another successful “Hop”.  
	I am putting St. Patrick’s 

Day away in my house and 
hope to get Easter up before 
the actual date.  My favorites 
are the bunnies; they will stay 
up for a couple of months be-
cause I really do like them.

	We are looking for spring 
recipes. It is time for rhubarb 
and strawberry recipes, so 
send some favorites our way.  
If you find some recipes to 
share, you can contact us in 
person, by mail at From Le-
na’s Kitchens, The Shopper’s 
Guide at 240 W. Main St. or 
email us at scoopshopper@
rvpublishing.com.

•	Kitchen   (Continued from page 12)

In a race to replace retiring 
Sen. Win Stoller in the 37th 
Senate District, former Dixon 
Mayor Li Arellano Jr. won a 
three-way primary against 
Henry County Board member 
Tim Yager and Chris Bishop, 
a former teacher and high 
school wrestling coach who 
now works in crop insurance.

In the 53rd Senate Dis-
trict, where incumbent Sen. 
Tom Bennett, R-Gibson City, 
is stepping down, Grundy 
County Board member Chris 
Balkema came out ahead in a 
four-way race against Susan 
Winn Bence, Jesse Faber, and 

Mark Kirkton.
And in the 58th District in 

southern Illinois, Sen. Terri 
Bryant, R-Murphysboro, the 
only incumbent senator to 
face a primary challenge, won 
her race against local attorney 
Wesley Kash.

In the 1st District Dem-
ocratic primary for a Cook 
County seat on the Illinois 
Supreme Court, incumbent 
Justice Joy Cunningham de-
feated challenger Jesse Reyes, 
an appellate court justice, 
by a roughly 75-25 percent 
margin. Cunningham was ap-
pointed to the seat in 2022 to 
replace retiring Justice Anne 
Burke.

•	Primary   (Continued from page 15)

Local news on-line
rvpnews.

com
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