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 With 269 Highland Commu-
nity students completing their 
degrees and certificates, 172 
graduates participated in the 
61st annual Commencement 
ceremony on Saturday, May 
18. Warm, summer-like tem-
peratures added to the smiles 
of the graduates as they posed 
for pictures before the ceremo-
ny, and had a spring in their 
step as they crossed the stage 
to receive their diplomas from 
Board Chair Jim Endress and 
President Chris Kuberski out-
doors on the Highland campus, 
in the courtyard between the 
Marvin-Burt Liberal Arts Cen-
ter and Natural Science Center.

 Commencement Speaker 
Marjorie Phillips, 2021 Delbert 
Scheider Legacy Award Re-
cipient, delivered a speech full 
of accolades for the graduates, 
delivering words of wisdom 
from a woman who has been 
a great contributor and sup-
porter of Community College 
Education. Phillips wished the 
graduates well, telling them the 
world awaits their greatness. 
“Highland has provided you the 
resources you need to succeed,” 
Phillips told the graduates. 
“Never be willing to say I can’t. 
Always be willing to try. It has 
been a joy to share this day with 
you. Highland is a shining light 
of learning.”

 The student Speaker was 
Marie-Louise de Jong of the 
Netherlands, who spoke of her 
experience of making lifelong 
friendships while attending 
Highland. “Highland is filled 
with diversity, and the con-
nections we made here with 
students from all over is spe-
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 Highland Community College students Allison Coon, Trace Williamson, Kaitlyn 
Meyerhofer, and Madilyn Diddens celebrate graduation and the completion of their 
programs.

269 graduates complete programs 
at Highland Community College 

cial,” de Jong said. “The unity 
at Highland is there for every 
one of us. Highland is class. 
We have class and that class has 
brought us to this day.”

 Four graduates who received 
their degrees on Saturday spoke 

before the ceremony to share 
their experience of getting a 
quality education at Highland, 
thus shaping their path to future 
endeavors.

See graduateS, Page 3
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Celebration of Life 
Open House to honor 
the memory of Leona 
Block.

November 22, 1924 - 
May 17, 2024

Tuesday, June 11, 
2024

12:30-2:30 pm

Fellowship Hall

Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church

118 E. Mason St., 
Lena

456324

LENA LIBRARY
Summer Reading Sign Up

DoN’t BUg ME,
I’M READINg!

Sign up begins June 3 - 15

Stop in or call the library at
815-369-3180 for more details

456325

Leona BLock
 Leona M. Block, 99, of 

Chicago, formerly a long-
time resident of Lena, passed 
away peacefully on Friday, 
May 17, 2024. She resided at 
Brookdale Lake Shore Drive 
for the past 13 years. 

 She was born November 
22, 1924, at St. Francis Hospi-
tal in Freeport to Alfred Otto 
and Mabel Amelia (Krusey) 
Stukenberg. She spent her 
childhood on the family farm 
near Florence Station. She 
attended grade school there 
and participated in youth ac-
tivities of the Florence Station 
Evangelical United Brethren 
Church. She graduated with 
the Freeport High School 
Class of 1942. Her favorite 
subjects were art and home 
economics. She was em-
ployed in administrative as-
sistant and bookkeeping roles 
at Micro Switch and the State 
Bank of Freeport. 

 Leona married Carl Block, 
Jr., of Pearl City, in a sub-ze-
ro evening wedding, Decem-
ber 19, 1945, at the Florence 
Station Evangelical United 
Brethren Church. To arrive 
at their honeymoon destina-
tion, the Palmer House, they 
had to stand in the train car 
all the way from Rockford as 
it was filled with World War 
II veterans returning home for 
Christmas. Leona saved the 
receipt from the stay. In 2007, 
the hotel enabled Leona and 

her daugh-
ter to rep-
licate it for 
the original 
price in the 
penthouse , 
treasured by 
both.

 
Leona and 

Carl farmed near Pearl City 
after their marriage. She 
honed her love for cooking 
and baking, often having ar-
omatic pies out of the oven 
by breakfast. She volunteered 
in her daughter’s school ac-
tivities, attended Pearl City 
Lions Club events with Carl, 
and was an active member of 
St. John’s Lutheran Church. 
She served as church secre-
tary, sang in the choir, and 
helped cook many suppers as 
a member of the Ladies Aid. 
She again was employed in 
administrative assistant po-
sitions at Micro Switch and 
Bankers Life and Casualty in 
Freeport. 

 In 1961, Carl changed ca-
reers to become an agent for 
Country Companies (now 
Country Financial). The fam-
ily moved to Lena. Leona 
assisted Carl with adminis-
trative work. She started her 
active volunteer work then. 
She was a member for 61 
years and served as an officer 
of Beta Sigma Phi Sorority – 
Delta Mu Chapter, a member 
of Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church for 63 years, serving 
as a lay liturgist until she was 
86, and an active participant 
in the Hannah Circle, help-
ing prepare numerous funeral 
lunches, as well as loving the 
children of the church. She 
also represented the circle in 
Church Women United. 

 She belonged to the Lena 
Women’s Club and for many 
years solicited for the Lena 
Community Combined Fund. 
She also was a member of 
the Sewing Club, the Lena 
Community Card Club, and 
enjoyed playing social bridge 
with her foursome of Lena 
friends.  Two of her most 
meaningful volunteer activi-
ties were tutoring third grade 
students in reading at the Lena 
Grade School and judging the 
Halloween children’s costume 
contest. She helped Carl with 
the Lena Lions Fall Festival 
Pork Chop dinner and chaired 
the Women’s Club Pie Stand 
at the event. 

 During this time, she be-
came interested in china 
painting following in the foot-
steps of her mother-in-law’s 
hobby. She was also known 
for her beautiful penmanship. 
Leona and Carl enjoyed at-
tending Country Companies 
meetings in Chicago, often 
taking in a musical at the 
Schubert Theater while there.  
They enjoyed spending time 
with other Country agents and 
developed deep friendships. 
Similarly, they often traveled 
to district Lions Club events, 
which were special for them. 
The two of them traveled to 
Hawaii, Arizona, Canada, oth-
er southwest and northwest 
states. Leona made one fish-
ing trip with the Block family 
to the remote area of Canada 
early in her life. Never again 
she said! She and Carl also 
enjoyed many winters in Vero 
Beach, FL with Lena friends. 

 Carl passed away April 17, 
1992. Leona continued to live 
in Lena, participated in her 
many activities, and devel-

oped friendships with other 
widows, attending local con-
certs, plays, bazaars, dinners 
and holiday activities togeth-
er. She and her daughter spent 
more time together in the 
Chicago area and traveling. 
Her only trip to Europe was 
in 2000 to Switzerland, which 
was a priority for her. 

 Leona is survived by her 
daughter, Pamela, of Chica-
go, and her sister, Lorraine 
Frautschy, of Freeport. Nieces 
and nephews who were very 
special to her, Judith (late 
Lloyd) Folkerts of Forreston, 
Jennifer (James) Laughlin of 
Columbia, SC, Jay Witte of 
St. Petersburg, FL, Thomas 
(Jeanie) Frautschy, College 
Grove, TN and Hilton Head, 
SC, Randolph (Ann) Block 
of East Moline, and Marsha 
Block of Freeport.

 Preceding her in death 
were her husband, Carl, her 
parents, her in-laws, Carl 
and Marguerite Block, sis-
ters, Ethel Haijenga and Jean 
Witte, brothers-in-law, C.F. 
Haijenga, Harold Witte, and 
Marshall Frautschy, broth-
er-in-law and sister-in-law, 
K. Eugene and Marilynn 
Block, sister-in-law, Berniece 
Block, and nephew Michael 
Frautschy.

 Cremation rites are to be 
accorded. A private graveside 
service will be held for family 
at the Lena Burial Park with 
the Reverend Thomas Mosbo 
officiating. A Celebration of 
Life Open House will be held 
for those whose lives were 
touched by Leona on Tuesday, 
June 11, 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 
p.m., in the Fellowship Hall 
of Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, 118 E. Mason, Lena. 
In lieu of flowers, donations 
in memory of Leona may be 
made to the Music Depart-
ment c/o Highland Communi-
ty College Foundation, 2998 
W. Pearl City Road, Freeport, 
IL 61032. Condolences may 
be sent to the family at www.
leamonfh.com.

MiLdred Farringer
 Mildred Marie (Musser) 

Farringer went to be with our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
on May 22, 2024, at the age 
of 95.  She had been eagerly 
looking forward to this day as 
she longed to see her Maker, 
and to also see her husband 
and eldest daughter again. 

 Mildred was born at home 
on Parker Rd., Stockton, IL 
and graduated from Lena 
High School in 1947.  She 
married her high school 
sweetheart, R. Earl Farrin-
ger, on June 5, 1949, in the 
Church of the Brethren, Lena, 
IL, now the Beloved Church.  
She received her “cap” (CNA) 
in nurses training at the Dea-
coness Hospital, (Freeport 
Memorial Hospital).  She 
also worked a short time at 
Furst-McNess before starting 
her family.  Later, Mildred 
was employed for 25 years as 
a cook at the Lena-Winslow 
High School, retiring in 1991. 

 Mildred and her husband 
enjoyed many family get-to-
gethers, worldwide traveling, 
including all 50 states and 
Canada, the Holy Land, Ger-
many, Austria, Holland, Swit-
zerland, England, Ireland, 
Australia, and New Zealand.  
She took up oil painting af-
ter retiring, with her family 
being the recipients of her 
many paintings throughout 
the years.  In the 1980’s she 
also spent many hours pur-
suing genealogy of both hers 
and her husband’s families, 
with most of her resources 
coming from in-depth library 
research and speaking with 
people she met during their 
travels through the U.S. and 
Europe.  She was very active 
in her church and held sev-
eral positions, including that 
of deaconess and treasurer.  
She was also an avid reader, 
and crocheter, having made 
numerous baby blankets, and 
later lap robes for our service-
men and women.  She also en-
joyed putting puzzles together 

but enjoyed 
time with 
her family 
the most.

S u r v i v -
ing are her 
son, Arthur 
( C a t h y ) 
F a r r i n g e r , 
Burt, MI, 

daughter, Angela (Wayne) 
Williams, Rockford, IL, 
daughter, Ava (Steve) Cascio, 
Freeport, IL, grandchildren: 
Jennifer (John) Amacher, Ted 
(Donielle) Freytag III, Ryan 
(Lisa) Freytag, Carrie Knoll, 
Carly (Reid) Guentner,  and 
great-grandchildren: Jarod, 
Jacob, and Jace Amacher; Ted 
IV, James Freytag, Makayla 
(Brittan) DeVries and Na-
talie Sciutto; Zoey Freytag 
and Noah Ugalde; Brayden, 
Larkin, and Dustin Knoll; 
Kaelyn, Morgan and Reilyn 
Guentner, and many nieces 
and nephews.

 She was preceded in death 
by her parents Carl R. and 
Mabel E. (Williams) Musser, 
father and mother-in-law Roy 
D. and Lula L. (Lutz) Farrin-
ger, husband R. Earl Farringer 
10/14/2015, daughter Aman-
da “Amy” (Mark) Smith 
12/16/2017, daughter-in-law 
Cathy Farringer 07/02/2023, 
brother Ora and sister-in-
law Ellinor Musser, sister 
Florence and brother-in-law 
Raymond Steffes, and broth-
ers-in-law and sisters-in-law: 
Dean and Julia Farringer, 
Dwight and Helen Farringer, 
and Don and Katherine Fenn.

 A private family burial 
will take place, followed by 
a memorial service which 
will be held on Wednesday, 
June 5, 2024, at 11 a.m. at 
Zion Church, 4292 Stephen-
son St. Rd., Freeport, IL.  A 
luncheon will follow at noon 
in the fellowship hall. Me-
morial gifts will be donated 
to the Church’s missionaries. 
Condolences may be sent to 
the family at www.leamonfh.
com.

VioLa nickeL
 Viola D. Nickel passed 

away May 21, 2024. She was 
91 years young. The daugh-
ter of the late Alfred and Al-
ice (Boelk) Schuldt, she was 
born in Council Hill, IL on 
February 10, 1933, during the 
depression which ultimate-
ly gave her strong values, a 
strong work ethic, and the true 

meaning of 
family. She 
had tremen-
dous respect 
for God, and 
our Country.

Viola and 
her late hus-
band Rob-
ert (Bob) 

worked together to build a 

business that serviced the area 
with Excavation and Field 
Drainage Systems. After rais-
ing their family in Stockton, 
they retired and moved to 
Elizabeth.

 Bob and Viola enjoyed 
traveling, playing cards, host-
ing holiday family gatherings 
and of course being parents 
and becoming grandparents to 
many grandchildren and great 
grandchildren.

 She is survived by her chil-
dren, Ronald (Kay) Nickel 
of Fayetteville, NC, Connie 
Rees of Ft. Atkinson WI, 
Richard Nickel of Freeport, 
and Kay (Brent) Offenheis-
er of Elizabeth and her sister 

Beverly Kloss of Elizabeth, 
and many nieces & nephews. 
She was preceded in death by 
her parents; sisters, Shirley 
Schuldt and Vera Thomasson 
and her granddaughter Melis-
sa Nickel and great grandson 
Danny Rees.

 Funeral Services were held 
Tuesday May 28, 2024, at 
Burke Tubbs Funeral Home, 
Freeport, IL. Our sincere ap-
preciation goes out to the car-
ing and loving staff at Mid-
west Senior Care in Galena 
who made Mom’s days as 
good as possible over the past 
few years and Hospice Care 
of Dubuque for her comfort 
and care.

Obituaries

MOWERY AUTO PARTS

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks
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    your source for on-line news:

       RVPNEWS.COM
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With recession fears subsiding, new state 
economic forecast expects ‘firm but steady growth’
By Jerry Nowicki
Capitol News illiNois

The state’s two main fiscal 
forecasting agencies agree: Illi-
nois’ finances will see a strong 
close in the final 3 ½ months 
of the fiscal year before things 
tighten a bit next year.

It’s a picture laid out in Gov. 
JB Pritzker’s budget proposal 
last month, and it got a vote 
of confidence last week from 
the legislature’s fiscal forecast-
ing body, the Commission on 
Government Forecasting and 
Accountability.

“So looking into fiscal year 
25, what are we seeing? There 
is some concern going forward 
that the economy, or not nec-
essarily the economy, but the 
revenues are slowing down,” 
COGFA revenue manager Eric 
Noggle said at the annual rev-
enue briefing to the bipartisan 
commission of lawmakers.

Still, COGFA staff noted 
general nationwide fears of a 
recession have subsided, and 
the scope of the potential slow-
down is reflected in Pritzker’s 
proposed spending plan for the 
upcoming fiscal year.

“During our last annual rev-
enue meeting, we mentioned 

that many of the economic 
firms were still forecasting 
such a chance of a recession,” 
COGFA executive director 
Clayton Klenke said. “But we 
mentioned that the data that we 
saw coming in month to month 
gave us greater confidence that 
the economy would continue 
to chug along. And that is what 
we have continued to see.”

Still, COGFA staff noted 
general nationwide fears of a 
recession have subsided, and 
the scope of the potential slow-
down is reflected in Pritzker’s 
proposed spending plan for the 
upcoming fiscal year.

“During our last annual rev-
enue meeting, we mentioned 
that many of the economic 
firms were still forecasting 
such a chance of a recession,” 
COGFA executive director 
Clayton Klenke said. “But we 
mentioned that the data that we 
saw coming in month to month 
gave us greater confidence that 
the economy would continue 
to chug along. And that is what 
we have continued to see.”

COGFA’s revised revenue 
estimates expect the current 
fiscal year to end with $52.6 
billion in revenue, or about $2 

billion ahead of what lawmak-
ers budgeted for last May.

That estimate tracks closely 
with the revenue estimate re-
leased by the Governor’s Of-
fice of Management and Bud-
get in February. The GOMB 
estimate was about 0.7 percent, 
or $374 million, below COG-
FA’s updated projection.

Current-year revenue es-
timates have been driven 
upward by strong economic 
performance, as seen by an 
annual transfer from the state’s 
income tax refund fund that 
exceeded expectations by $255 
million. Larger than expected 
transfers from that fund are 
a general indicator that indi-
vidual household incomes are 
performing strongly, driven 
by such factors as strong stock 
market or interest gains in the 
previous fiscal year.  

But state coffers also saw 
about $881 million in unex-
pected one-time revenues this 
year, according to COGFA. 
That includes $633 million 
received from the federal gov-
ernment as reimbursement for 
Medicaid services the state 
failed to collect in previous fis-
cal years.

Because those one-time 
sources are not expected to 
repeat, COGFA is expecting 
revenues to decrease to about 
$52.1 billion in the fiscal year 
that begins July 1.

That’s $916 million below 
GOMB’s estimate that was 
included in Pritzker’s budget 
proposal. But Pritzker’s plan 
also anticipates raising more 
than $1 billion in addition-
al revenue through tax law 
changes, including more than 
doubling the state tax on sports 
betting and extending a cap 
on a tax credit for net operat-
ing losses that businesses can 
claim.

Factoring in those changes, 
COGFA’s estimate would be 
about $182 million above what 
the governor’s office projected 
in February – a difference of 
just 0.3 percent.

Benjamin Varner, COG-
FA’s chief economist, said the 
state’s economic projections 
are largely based on data from 
the financial analytics group 
S&P Global.

S&P projected a 55 percent 
likelihood that the economy 
will progress “with firm but 
slowing growth.” It projected a 

30 percent likelihood of a “pes-
simistic” scenario which would 
entail “a short, two-quarter re-
cession.” A more optimistic 
scenario, marked by “stronger 
consumer demand and more 
banking support,” was given a 
15 percent likelihood.

Noggle noted sales tax rev-
enues are a main area of con-
cern, driven by a slowdown in 
“big item purchases.” He said 
that was a result of the federal 
reserve keeping interest rates 
high, which discourages bor-
rowing.

Growth in sales tax has also 
slowed as federal stimulus 
funds have waned, he said, and 
consumers are slowly moving 
back toward pre-pandemic 
trends of spending more mon-
ey on untaxed services than 
on taxable goods. Wages and 
employment are still growing 
in Illinois, but at a slower pace 
than one year ago.

Sen. Elgie Sims, D-Chicago, 
noted Illinois’ recent string of 
revenue overperformance is at 
least partially attributable to 
the fact that lawmakers have 
adopted conservative revenue 
estimates.  

“In these times of uncertain-

ty, if things go bad, it could go 
really bad,” Noggle responded. 
“And I think it’s our responsi-
bility to not provide a number 
that is too optimistic or too pes-
simistic.”

Caution, Noggle noted ear-
lier in the meeting, is one rea-
son COGFA did not update its 
personal income tax estimates 
for the current fiscal year. April 
and May have generally been 
volatile and difficult to predict 
as far as state revenues go, he 
noted.  

But Noggle said his “gut” 
tells him an upward revision in 
that category could still be on 
the horizon.

“Just personally doing my 
own taxes and talking to my 
father-in-law and my dad, that 
all three of us have had to pay 
more taxes than we expected,” 
he said. “But the good news is, 
that’s because the higher inter-
est income that we’ve gained 
from our savings accounts and 
our CDs and stuff like that. So 
if that is the same case through-
out the state, which it probably 
will be, I think revenues will 
turn out to be pretty good from 
final tax payments in this fiscal 
year.”

•	Graduates		 (Continued from front page)
 Madilyn Diddens, of Pearl 

City, plans to study Finance 
and Accounting at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Platteville 
in the fall. Diddens said a 
community college education 
allowed her to start college 
in a more manageable way, 
gaining the confidence to pre-
pare for a university: “High-
land has opened a door for me 
that I would not think possible 
had I gone right to a bigger 
school. I cherish the friends I 
have made, and I am ready to 
go forward.”

 Allison Coon, of Freeport, 
served as a Student Trust-
ee on the Highland Board of 
Trustees, and was active with 
Student Senate. Both experi-
ences gave her the leadership 
skills needed to move ahead 
with a career in Radioactive 
Therapy. She plans to further 
her studies in the fall at Bellin 
College in Green Bay, Wis.: 
“I acted in the best interest of 
the students, the college and 
the system by knowing the is-
sues facing students. Interact-

ing with students, including 
those in student government 
and campus organizations, is 
one of many ways to support 
the experiences of my peers.”

 Kaitlyn Meyerhofer, of 
Freeport, plans to further 
her education at Sauk Valley 
College to study Radiolog-
ic Technology. She credits 
Advisor Beth Groshans with 
helping her narrow her career 
goals: “Highland allowed me 
to explore a path, and with 
the help of others, I discov-
ered the career I wanted to 
take. Highland is small, and 

it helped prepare me to go 
forward in life. It’s a great 
school.”

 Trace Williamson, of 
Stockton, plans to take the 
summer off to work as he ex-
plores schools to become an 
air traffic controller. William-
son said he explored many 
ideas for his future and it was 
Advisor Vicki Schulz who set 
him on a course to find the 
right fit for his career: “I am 
proud of my accomplishments 
at Highland. The resources 
have helped me improve and 
look clearly at my future.”

Northwest Illinois Daily 
Drawing May winners

  The May winners in the 
2023-2024 drawing year for 
the Northwest Illinois Dai-
ly, a cooperative fundraiser, 
have been announced. The 
Daily Drawing is a draw-
ing for 366 daily cash prizes 
from Oct. 1, 2023, to Sept. 30, 
2024, to those donating for a 
ticket. Over $21,000 is paid 
out to ticket holders during 
the drawing year. Cash prizes 
vary between $50 and $250. A 
ticket may win multiple times 
as each ticket remains in the 
drawing each day for the en-
tire year, no matter how often 
it may be drawn.  

 Sponsoring organizations 
from Jo Daviess, Carroll & 
Stephenson County include: 
Caring Community of Eliz-
abeth, East Dubuque Music 
Boosters, Eastland Music 
Boosters, Galena Key Club, 
Hanover Alumni Association, 
Hanover Chamber of Com-
merce, Lena-Winslow Edu-
cation Foundation, Midwest 
Medical Center Auxiliary 
Foundation, Pearl City Athlet-
ic Boosters, Philanthropic Ed-
ucational Organization-Chap-
ter OH, River Ridge Drama 
Club, Scales Mound Travel-
ers, Stewards of the Upper 
Mississippi River Refuge, 
Stockton Girls Sports, Warren 
Athletic Boosters and West 
Carroll Sports Boosters.  

$50 – Keith Brinkmeier, 

Pearl City
$50 – Shauna Sullivan, Ga-

lena
$50 – Tammy Hafeman, 

East Dubuque
$50 – August Miller, Bet-

tendorf, IA
$50 – Mike Bates, Mt Car-

roll
$50 – Carol Kucan-Gaffin, 

Bradenton, FL
$50 – Chase Stodden, Ga-

lena
$50 – Kathy Wand, Eliza-

beth
$50 – Lorie Wright, Stock-

ton
$50 – Don Schaible, Ha-

nover
$50 – Jenny Stoddard, Mt 

Carroll
$150 – Greg Jones, Scales 

Mound
$50 – Kyle Spahn, Hanover
$50 – Jim Holland, Eliza-

beth
$50 – Peter Huschitt, Apple 

River
$50 – Keegan Saunders, 

Warren
$50 – Kirstin Vogt, Hazel 

Green, WI
$50 – Katie Foote, East 

Dubuque
$50 – Sue Haas, Elizabeth
$50 – Randy Holland, Ha-

nover
$50 – Anya Travis, Apple 

River
$50 – Paul Knauer, Eliza-

beth
$50 – Matt Blaum, Galena
$50 – Matt Jones, Lanark
$50 – Ron Babcock, Galena
$50 – Patricia Muschamp, 

Falls Church, VA
$150 – Stan Bousson, Mo-

line
$50 – Marlen Greene, Lena
$50 – Anna Heller, Galena
$50 – Derrick Wallin, 

Scales Mound
$50 – Rodney Randecker, 

Stockton
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0820-519HC_28988-10/9/2023

Farm and crop insurance policies issued by COUNTRY 
Mutual Insurance Company®, Bloomington, Illinois, 
an equal opportunity provider.

Stacey Block
202 S Schuyler 
Po Box 669 
Lena, IL 61048-0669 
www.countryfinancial.com/stacey.block 
stacey.block@countryfinancial.com 
(815)369-4581
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Your “Main Street Chiropractors”
with over 40 years service to our community

• Palmer Graduates 
• Digital X-Ray

• BCBS, Quartz and Medicare Provider

238 W. Main St. • Lena
815-369-4974

M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. • Saturday by Appointment.

434622

Dr. Jared Liles  &  Dr. Jim Liles

OpiniOn

Vets Roll
I originally wrote this 

article in the spring of 2017. 
It’s now eight years later and 
this year one of our great 
friends, a Vietnam Vet was 
able to take this same trip 
to D.C. Thank you vets and 
thanks to all who sacrificed 
their lives that we might be 
free.

The Alarm clock went 
off at 3:15 early Sunday 
morning. and my wife and 
I woke up, groggily got 
dressed and headed out 
the door for the Eclipse 
Center in Beloit.  When we 
arrived the place was already 
hopping.  There were many 
people hustling around the 
parking lot and inside the 
building including Vets Roll 
volunteers, family members 
and the Veterans themselves 
gathering for the big send off.  
We found my wife’s Dad and 
Mom, along with my sister-
in-law, already sitting at a 
table waiting.  This was going 
to be my Father-in-law’s first 
trip to D.C. since 1976.  He 
told us that he hadn’t slept at 
all that night because he was 
so excited and didn’t want 
to miss his wake up alarm.  
There were many familiar 
faces there from Clinton and 
other nearby communities.  
We chatted and shook hands 
with many enthusiastic 
friends as we waited for our 
instructions.

Mark Finnegan, who along 
with his brother John, are 
the directors of Vets Roll, 
which has bussed veterans 
to Washington D.C. for eight 
straight years.  Mark began to 
speak at the microphone.  He 
gave a rousing welcome to all 
the Vets, Rosie the Riveters, 
and the many volunteers who 
were going to be a part of this 
great event.  He explained 
that there were vets from 
twelve different states who 
were in the group this year, 
and that sixty of them were 
over eighty-five years of age.  
He shared how privileged he 
felt to be able to honor these 
wonderful men and women 
who served our country 
and helped to preserve our 
freedoms in the land of the 
free and the home of the 
brave.

A charming old vet then 

was called up to play Taps 
on his trumpet.  He did a 
fine job and gave a stirring 
salute when he finished to 
the cheers of the hundreds 
in attendance.  Then long 
time Clinton school board 
member, Randy Gracyalny, 
led us in the singing of the 
Star Spangled Banner.  It 
was another spine tingling 
moment as the voices of 
what was in essence a 
large men’s choir rang out 
in unison.  Finally, Pastor 
Dave Meding from Central 
Christian Church led us 
in prayer.  He exalted the 
name of Almighty God, our 
creator, who has blessed this 
country from the beginning 
with a foundation of Godly 
strength and Biblical truth.  
He asked for protection and 
God’s blessing over the three 
day journey that lie ahead.  A 
loud “amen” rang out as he 
finished his prayer.

After the opening 
ceremony, my wife and I 
hopped in my truck and 
headed down Riverside Drive 
which was decorated with 
hundreds of American flags.  
We parked and watched the 
many motorcycles and police 
vehicles that were leading 
the ten Badger Coach busses 
out of town.  We parked near 
two large fire trucks that were 
set up to spray a double arc 
of water over the road as the 
busses passed under.  As the 
busses went by we waved 
and cheered. Somehow we 
managed to stay dry.  All in 
all it was a very impressive 
send off and all accomplished 
before 5:30 in the morning.

Psalm 33:12 reads;  
Blessed is the nation whose 
God is the LORD, the people 
whom he has chosen as his 
heritage!  It is abundantly 
clear that this nation has been 
blessed like no other nation 
on God’s green earth.  God 
raised up this generation 
of great men and women 
to defend and protect this 
country in the twentieth 
century, and now it’s our turn 
to honor them and thank God 
for His blessings.  By the 
time this article comes out 
the travelers will all be home, 
Lord willing as they return 
Wednesday night.  We are so 
proud of our vets!  Thank you 
all!  Until next week, may 
God continue to bless us.

Tax credits key to filling need for 
more, affordable housing in Illinois
Drive through any 

community in Illinois and 
you’re sure to see the orange 
cones and blinking lights of a 
road construction zone. You 
might also see crews building 
a new restaurant, bank, or gas 
station. 

And in many communities, 
you’ll see the cranes and 
earthmovers building a new 
manufacturing facility, data 
center, or electric vehicle 
assembly plant. But even amid 
all this construction, it’s less 
common, rare even, to spot a 
new home or subdivision being 

built. 
Illinois has the ninth highest 

housing deficit in the nation, 
and that deficit has grown 64 
percent over the past decade. 
Ask a mayor what is most in 
need in their community, and 
more times than not the answer 

will be safe, stable housing that 
their residents can afford.

When I served in the Illinois 
House of Representatives, 
I worked across the aisle 
to advocate for affordable 
housing because I saw how 
safe and stable housing 
improves public safety, 
health care, education, and 
community services. We found 
support from legislators across 
the state, in communities large 
and small, because the lack of 
affordable housing is a concern 
for residents in every district.

Now I serve as the president 
of an economic development 
organization in Lee County, a 
rural county west of Chicago, 

and I see another reason for 
supporting affordable housing: 
It’s vitally important to our 
economy.

Every day I talk with site 
selectors, developers, and 
companies looking to build 
or grow in Illinois. Local 
population and available 
workforce are among their top 
criteria for choosing where 
to locate. Large projects 
and developments can add 
hundreds of new jobs to a 
community and often bring 
additional pressure to an 
already notable housing 
shortage.

By
Scott
cernek 
Columnist

Weekly connection

In my opinion

By
tom Demmer
Executive 
Director of the 
Lee County 
Industrial 
Development 
Association

See opinion, page 5

LocaL news on-Line
rvpnews.

com
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HWY 64 JUNE CONSIGNMENT AUCTION 
JUNE 8TH - ONLINE & ONSITE – STARTING AT 8:00 AM – 2 RINGS 

JUNE 9TH - TIMED ONLINE ONLY – ITEMS START COMING OFF AT 8:00 AM 

Auction Location: 5498 Hwy 64 Baldwin, IA 52207 
JOIN US FOR OUR 2 DAY AUCTION – 1500+ ITEMS! 
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HWY 64 AUCTIONS 
5498 Hwy 64 Baldwin, IA 52207 

Hwy 64 Office: 563-673-6400 
Scott Franzen: 319-480-3604 
Sheri Dosland: 563-212-0453 456011

UPCOMING AUCTIONS
SUNDAY, JUNE 2 • 7 P.M.

ONLINE ONLY PUBLIC AUCTION
WWW.KITSONAUCTIONS.COM

MULTI-LOCATION BELVIDERE, IL/SYCAMORE, IL
VEHICLES: 1993 Corvette Convertible 40th anniversary 32,000 miles, 1938 Ford Truck, 2013 
Dodge Charger 91k, 2011 Ford cargo van 123k, 2018 Ford Explorer interceptor135k, 1948 
International Stake bed truck, 1993 Bluebird prison transport bus, 1996 Ford L8000 box truck 
312k, 1997 Chevy Party bus 89K, 2010 Ford E350 Medtec ambulance, 2000 Chevy Astro cargo 
van 101k, 2007 Ford F150  with liftgate 132k, 2008 Dodge Ram 1500 228k, 2005 Chevy 3500 box 
truck 169k, 1966 Bridgestone DT175 vintage motorcycle, 2004 Ford F150 XLT 281k, 2007 Chevy 
Impala former taxi.
Outdoor power equipment: Cub Cadet 782  with cab/deck/blower/blade, John Deere 320, 
Heckendorn 88” riding mower, Cub Cadet #1 cart, Turfco Pro-26 aerator, numerous snowblowers, 
Ford 8n, lawn carts, Aaladin hot water pressure washer, Dearborn 2 bottom plow, Simplicity 
sun runner, Simplicity 3108, Simplicity 707, Simplicity 606, Simplicity Model W, Montgomery 
Ward Squire 9, Lawnboy rider, Buebird power rake, 4,000 watt pto generator, Bolens Huski with 
attachments, Locke greens mower, Cunningham MA sickle mower, Eclipse powered reel mower, 
Cyclone seeder, Yazoo 26” mower, Toro greens mower, Chris Cut mower.
MISC.: New Speedaire upright compressor, Smith upright compressor, PTO wire winder, 
lawnsweeper, wheel barrows, gas cans, floor jacks, anvil, bicycles, pallet jacks, vintage go cart, 
new electric wheel chair bases,  and more still being added to the catalog.

TUESDAY, JUNE 4 • 7 P.M.
ONLINE ONLY MODEL TRAIN AUCTION LIONEL & MORE

WWW.KITSONAUCTIONS.COM
BELVIDERE, IL

500 lots of vintage and modern Lionel trains. These all come from one local private collection. 
We have assorted cars, locomotives, many rare sets, accessories, and much more. This is one of 
multiple auctions for this collection.

SATURDAY, JUNE 15 • 10 A.M.
AL PAGE ESTATE LIVE AUCTION 
11050 CEMETERY RD., CAPRON, IL

VEHICLES/BOATS: 2015 Chevy Silverado LTZ 4x4 LTZ, Ford L8000 Semi  with van trailer, 
multiple fishing boats.
MISC.: Outboard motors, large selection of fishing equipment, like new mobility scooter, Stihl 
power equipment, gas powered welder/generator, large assortment of tools, Suzuki 750 4x4 
ATV, log splitter, John Deere 950  with loader, 3 pt snowblower, 3 pt brush mower, 3 pt post 
auger, grass collection system, gas powered RC trucks, antique RC Cola thermometer, new tires, 
Coleman lantern collection, lifetime folding picnic tables, Solar power equipment, 24’ truck box 
converted to dog kennel (super nice), dog equipment, dog box for truck bed, and much more.

This is a very partial listing as we are still setting up. There will be a very limited online 
bidding catalog for this auction.

Andrew Kitson 815-973-0915 • www.KitsonAuctions.com
456366

submitted Photo Rock Valley Publishing

Senior Servant Leaders display their college hoodies and Highland Community Col-
lege graduation cords. Pictured left to right are Jared Dvorak, Bennett Graves, Lin-
coln Legel, Ashlyn Schubert, Braden Freese and Gracie Raab.

submitted Photo Rock Valley Publishing

The incoming Stockton Servant Leadership team for 2024-25 are pictured left to right: 
Marjerie Pilapil, Hailey Weipert, Kyla Arnold, Ava Hess, Masyn Cahill, Mauricio Glass 
and Sadie Vanderheyden.

Stockton Servant Leadership end-
of-year cookout is bittersweet

Saying goodbye to our 
group of seniors who did 
wonderful things in our com-
munity is hard. Saying hello 
to our new team members is 
exciting. Having both groups 
together for a celebration 
cookout? Bittersweet.

The Stockton Servant 
Leadership team held an end-
of-the-year cookout on May 5 
to welcome new members and 
to wish the outgoing seniors 
well. Over the past two years, 
the six seniors pictured have 
accomplished much.

Here is a partial list noting 

the hours and types of service 
they have donated to the com-
munity:

- Donated over 600 hours of 
time with community service

- Packed and delivered over 
990 bags of food for needy 
families in our district

- Bought more than 3,000 
pounds of food to fill these 
bags

- Bought and wrapped over 
150 Christmas gifts for our 

SNOW kids

- Completed more than 50 
hours of leadership training at 
HCC

- Raised over $15,000 dol-
lars for several community 
members in need

- Eaten an unknown num-
ber of Casey’s pizzas and 
BREAK-N-BAKE cookies

Thank you seniors and wel-
come new Servant Leaders!

Stockton Leadership Team

If we want Illinois to remain 
competitive in site selection 
and economic development, 
we must build more homes and 
apartments.

The Build Illinois Homes 
Tax Credit is a key part of 
the solution. Over the first 
five years, this tax credit can 
attract new private investment 
to build 5,745 new affordable 
houses in communities across 
the state, allowing us to draw 
down unused federal tax 
credits, create high-quality 
jobs, and generate new tax 
base.

Critically, the Build 
Illinois Homes Tax Credit 
is designed to provide new 
phases of funding each year, 
which provides the stability 
developers need to make 
plans for the future instead of 
rushing to apply for a one-and-
done round of funding.

New affordable housing 
options will provide thousands 
of Illinoisans with good 
places to live and support the 

revitalization of communities 
that have been stagnated by 
the housing shortage. And as 
site selectors and developers 
evaluate potential project 
locations, new homes and 
residents will give Illinois 
communities a real competitive 
advantage.

That’s why the Build 
Illinois Homes Tax Credit 
has attracted a diverse group 
of supporters, including 
LiUNA Midwest, the Illinois 
Manufacturers’ Association, 
the Chicago Teachers Union, 
the Chicagoland Chamber of 
Commerce, and many more.

I’m glad to show my strong 

support for the Build Illinois 
Tax Credit. I urge my former 
colleagues and friends on 
both sides of the aisle in the 
Illinois General Assembly 
to enact this incentive and 
support economic growth in 
communities across our great 
state.

Tom Demmer is executive 
director of the Lee County 
Industrial Development 
Association, and was a 
Republican state representative 
from 2013 to 2023 for Lee, 
Ogle, DeKalb and LaSalle 
counties in north-central 
Illinois.

•	Opinion		 (Continued from page 4)

450554
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The Scoop Today
Will Be Featuring This Year’s 

Stockton Town Garage Sales
To Be Held  Friday, June 14 &

Saturday, June 15
If you have any questions, 
Call Cyndee Stiefel 

Today at 815-369-4112
or email 

lenaads@rvpublishing.com

Name ___________________________________
Address _________________________________
 ________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________

Sign Up Now! Registration Form

IncludesMap & Advertising 
in  The Shopper’s Guide & The Scoop Today

Mail form and payment to: 
Rock Valley Publishing, LLC

1102 Ann Street
Delavan, WI 53115

Deadline to sign up is noon on Wednesday, June 5

Please Sign Up EARLY. Early Registration is Appreciated!!

Include address in boxes below

$13.00 

MUST BE PREPAID

Include address  and 

garage sale items in boxes 

below. 1 letter per box. 

Including spaces between 

words and punctuation.

Scheuerell recaps 2024 season, shouts out graduating seniors
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 The 2024 Oran-
geville-Aquin Broncos didn’t 
get the epic postseason run 
they had hoped for.  A Region-
al title is a huge accomplish-
ment for any program.  The 
2024 Broncos kept their re-
gional streak alive with a 4-3 
victory over a Lena-Winslow 
team that pushed them all sea-
son.  Most years, it feels like 
a program led by Head Coach 
Lon Scheuerell is destined for 
more. 

 Over the last 22 seasons, 
Scheuerell saw his career win 
record skyrocket all the way 
up to over 500 wins.  This 
year’s class of 2024 played 
a big role in many of those 
wins, and that is a big reason 
they had such high expecta-
tions this year. 

 Just last season, the Bron-
cos finished with 30 wins as 
they went on to bring home 
a sectional championship.  

Orangeville-Aquin returned 
eight starters off that roster, 
pinning them as one of the top 
1A teams coming into the sea-
son. 

 Some things never fully 
came together for the Bron-
cos, however.  After finishing 
the regular season with a re-
cord of 20-7, they appeared 
to be in a great spot.  Look-
ing back on the season, you 
would notice two of those 
losses came against their Sec-
tional opponents the Dakota 
Indians. Dakota took the two 
regular season matchups by 
scores of 1-0 and 6-2.  De-
spite dropping both games, 
the Broncos knew they were 
capable of competing with 
the 21-5 Indians.  After a wild 
first inning, the Broncos faced 
a seemingly impossible situa-
tion as they tried to comeback 
from a nine-run deficit.  

 In the end, the Broncos 
fell short by a final score of 
15-7.  After the nine-run first, 

the Broncos outscored Dakota 
7-6 the rest of the way.  It just 
wasn’t enough to get them 
back into the game.  Follow-
ing the season, Scheuerell 
took the time to discuss the 
postseason, the 2024 season 
as a whole, and some epic Or-
angeville softball careers. 

 On the first inning, 
Scheuerell said some plays 
just didn’t go their way.  
“There were probably three 
or four plays we could have 
made that would have less-
ened the damage but unfortu-
nately, we didn’t make those 
plays.  They hit the ball in 
some spots where we were not 
at.  It felt like the momentum 
just kept building and build-
ing,” Scheuerell shared. “It 
was the longest first inning of 
my coaching career, at least in 
a playoff game.  It just seemed 
like we could not get the sec-
ond or third out after getting 
the leadoff kid out to start the 
game.” 

 Even though the Broncos 
could have rolled over and 
gone down easy, they never 
quit fighting back.  Scheuerell 
spoke about the things the 
team did well on that day.  “I 
told them before we had to 
have under five strikeouts.  
We had four.  For me, it was 
they were close to 15 running 
us after four.  It was 15-2 
when they were on defense, 
so they were getting close.  
Then, in the fifth, we had to 
score three runs, otherwise 
they were going to 10-run 
us.  It was kind of crazy, for a 
while we thought several kids 
were going to have their last 
high school at bat.  It ended 
up that a couple of them had 
three more at bats because 
we got hot.  Even the last in-
ning, we had bases loaded and 
the kid caught the ball at the 
fence.  They went down as 
tough as you could ever go for 
a team that was close to being 
15-runned and 10-runned,” 

Scheuerell shared.  
 They certainly weren’t go-

ing down without a fight, and 
that was led by their pitcher 
Laney Holland.  After be-
ing removed from the game 
earlier in the first, Holland 
got one last opportunity to 
enter the pitcher’s circle as 
an active player on the Bron-
cos.  “When I went out in 
the fourth, Wheeler had been 
pitching and they had two 
kids on.  I asked Laney if she 
wanted to go out and pitch 
again and she wanted to.  She 
came in, and she shut them 
out the last two and two thirds 
innings.  Everyone wanted to 
keep playing.  Unfortunate-
ly, the first inning wasn’t our 
way, and we don’t play nine 
inning games,” Scheuerell 
shared.  

 Scheuerell was asked if 
he saw any of the defensive 
struggles throughout the sea-
son that were displayed in 
the sectional game against 
Dakota.  Scheuerell gave a 
detailed answer on their lead 
pitcher and some of their de-
fensive strategies.  “We knew 
Laney [Holland] was going to 
strike out a few less kids this 
year.  To my generation, she’s 
like a Greg Maddux.  She 
threw strikes, wasn’t going 
to walk very many, but your 
defense had to come through.  
They did a great job for the 
most part, but there were a 
few games where things fell 
apart,” Scheuerell shared. 

 “We had the best defen-
sive catcher in the NUIC with 
Meghan Carlisle.  That’s al-
ways been huge for us.   To stop 
teams from stealing, it also 
helps take away a couple of 
bunts throughout the season.  
She’s been a superstar for us 
behind the dish,” Scheuerell 
shared on the team’s catcher.  
“We’ve had a strong middle 
with Megan Holder at short-
stop and Addyson Wheeler at 
second.  Hanna Broge is not 
your prototypical first base-
man, but she is probably the 
best defensive first baseman 
I’ve ever had.  She’s not a gi-
ant, she’s athletic, and she can 
move quick.  She’s made a lot 
of great plays over the years 
for us.  A couple of kids like 
that have been huge for us.” 

 Most importantly, 
Scheuerell spoke about the 

2024 seniors that have been 
such huge pieces to the Oran-
geville-Aquin program.  “It’s 
probably the best overall.  
They have got to be right up 
there.  They won four straight 
regionals, two sectional titles. 
Four of them started on the 
2021 team we went to state 
with.  Obviously, they were 
a part of the 500 wins.  They 
have been a part of as many 
memorable things as any 
group that I’ve coached since 
I’ve been here,” Scheuerell 
shared. 

 It’s also the end of an era 
for Scheuerell as it’s the end 
of coaching the Hollands.  
Scheuerell coached Laney’s 
older sister Megan for four 
years previously.  Now that 
Laney is graduating, it’s the 
end of the line for Scheuerell 
and the Hollands. 

 Fortunately, the Broncos 
will return some quality play-
ers while bringing in some 
younger talent, including 
some familiar names.  Car-
lisle’s littler sister will be a 
freshman next year, so the 
Broncos can “keep some of 
that family blood in the pro-
gram” Scheuerell shared.  
Additionally, Scheuerell’s 
daughter will be a freshman 
next year. 

 Most importantly, the 
Broncos will return another 
core group of exceptional tal-
ent.  “Wheeler has become a 
big-time player for us.  She 
hit seven homeruns as a ju-
nior this year,” Scheuerell 
said.  Wheeler hit a homer 
in each postseason game this 
year.  Annicka Kraft will re-
turn next year, and she had a 
four-hit performance in the 
postseason.  Scheuerell ex-
pects to heavily build around 
those two next year. 

 Additionally, they return 
Abigail Hazzard who started 
as a freshman at third base 
this year.  Jada Reed also 
played a good amount of cen-
ter field, and Scheuerell called 
her “the fastest kid I’ve ever 
coached.”  Lily Rodebaugh 
was also mentioned as a re-
turning player with some var-
sity experience. 

 It is truly the end of an era 
for Orangeville softball, but 
the Broncos should have the 
pieces to keep the program 
steady.

Flag Retirement Ceremony 
 The Orangeville American 

Legion Post 720 will host the 
annual Stephenson County 
Flag Retirement Ceremony 
on Monday, June 10, 2024, at 
6 p.m., at the Orangeville Vil-
lage Hall, 301 S. East Street, 
Orangeville, IL. The Ameri-
can Legion holds this service 
once a year, usually close to 
Flag Day.  

 At this time faded, frayed 
and unserviceable U. S. flags 

are properly and respectfully, 
retired and destroyed.  Please 
give any unusable flags to a 
Legion member at any time.  
All Legion posts in Stephen-
son County, the Boy Scouts, 
and Orangeville village of-
ficials will accept flags.  The 
flags can be stored at the Or-
angeville Village Hall until 
the time of the ceremony.  The 
public is invited to attend this 
free event.
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St. Joseph Catholic Church

When:  Wednesday, June 5
Where:  410 W. Lena St., Parish Hall
Time:  4:30 - 7 p.m.

STRAWBERRY SOCIAL

Adults $12 • Kids 12 & under $8
Extra Sandwich $5

Price includes full meal with dessert

Meal: BBQ or ham sandwich, baked beans, chips, 
lemonade or coffee

Dessert: Strawberry pie, strawberry shortcake or 
strawberry sundae

Dine in or carry out
Tickets available at the door

No whole pies will be sold 455395

Sunday, June 2 - 6 p.m.
Evangelical Free Church of Lena

FAMILY COMEDY NIGHT
Featuring Green Room Improv Live from Crystal Lake, IL

Event is free!
Refreshments 

to follow.

720 N. Freedom St., 
Lena, IL

456326

Stephenson County Farm Bureau news
By Victoria Hansen

 A few weeks ago, I picked 
up my four-year-old niece as 
we drove from her house to 
meet my mom and her grand-
mother at church. We passed 
the iconic fiber glass cow that 
stands in the middle of down-
town, Harvard, IL. As we 
were stopped at a stop light, 
she pointed out the cow and 
I asked if she knew the cow’s 
name. She said she didn’t 
and so I began to explain to 
her that the cow’s name was 
Harmilda, which stands for 
Harvard Milk Days. Well as 
most four-year-olds she didn’t 
seem overly interested in that 
fact, but I know as her and her 
siblings grow up, they will 
begin to embody the tradition 
of the “Harvard Milk Day 
Festival” and why we cele-

brate. 
 The first weekend in June 

which marks the official 
weekend of Harvard Milk 
Days. I wanted to share a few 
facts about this festival that 
for 83 years has celebrated the 
dairy industry. The first Har-
vard Milk Day Festival began 
on June 18, 1942, when 3,000 
people joined together to hon-
or the dairy farmers and dairy 
industry during war times. 
Those who attended listened 
to speeches, sang songs, and 
drank 500 gallons of milk. 
Now individuals participate 
in a parade that travels down 
the “milky way”, which is 
the whitewashed main street. 
This is still one of my favor-
ite events and I love sharing 
it with my nieces and neph-
ews. This year we are looking 

forward to the parade on Sat-
urday and the dairy show on 
Sunday. This event ushers in 
June Dairy Month, so be sure 
to thank the dairy farmers in 
your life. 

Carroll County 
Plat Book update

Unfortunately, there was 
an unexpected delay with 
the 2024 Carroll County Plat 
Book. Sadly, those books will 
not be available as expected 
on May 28. We hope to have 
them no later than June 13. 
If you would like to be noti-
fied when they are available 
for purchase, please contact 
our office at 815-244-3001 
or email carrollcfboffice@
gmail.com. We apologize for 
any inconvenience this may 
cause. 

Scholarships awarded
The Carroll County Farm 

Bureau Foundation awarded 
the following students with 
$1,000 scholarships, Aar-
on Becker, Mount Carroll, 
Nevin Erbsen, Lanark, Ethan 
Kessler, Lanark, Jonathan 
Spoerlein, Lanark and Jace 
Urish, Chadwick. Jenica 
Stoner of Lanark received 
the Harold Schmidt Memori-
al Forestry Scholarship. 

 The Stephenson County 
Farm Bureau Foundation 
awarded the following stu-
dents with $500 scholar-
ships. Recipients include 
Andrew Kempel, Lena, 
Weston Lartz, Lena, Brody 
Mahon, Winslow, Addison 
Bremmer, Pearl City, Ben-
jamin Bremmer, Pearl City, 
Marianna Brenner, Pearl 

City, Mason Fox, German 
Valley, Grace Groezinger, 
Lena, Weston Gronewold, 
Pearl City, Dausyn Heslop, 
Leaf River, Samantha Mock, 
Orangeville, Madison Morri-
sett, Rock City, Luke Stabe-
now, Lena, Odin Stabenow, 
Lena, Ross Stabenow, Lena, 
Owen Trone, Stockton, and 
Elizabeth Wuebbels, Free-
port. 

Roots and Shoots 
now accepting grant 
applications

Stephenson County Farm 
Bureau Foundation is now 
accepting applications for 
our “Roots and Shoots Ap-
prentice/Internship Grants”. 
While Bruce Johnson was 
the Manager of the Stephen-
son County Farm Bureau he 

established the Roots and 
Shoots Program.  The goal 
of Roots and Shoots is to en-
courage Stephenson County 
youth to explore job opportu-
nities within our community 
and the agriculture industry. 
As part of this we are offer-
ing a matching grant for Ag-
riculture-related businesses 
who employ high school stu-
dents or college students. 

 More information along 
with an application is avail-
able at www.stephensoncfb.
org under “news” tab or by 
emailing manager@stephen-
soncfb.org. Funding can be 
used for intern/apprentice 
salaries, mileage, employee 
materials, etc. Applications 
are due on or before the end 
of the day on Friday, June 7, 
2024. 

StephenSon County Sheriff’S offiCe faCebook photo Rock Valley Publishing

Sheriff’s Citizens Scholarship awarded
 Each year the Illinois Sheriffs’ Association awards at least one $500 col-
lege scholarship to every Sheriff’s Office throughout the State of Illinois to be 
awarded to a local student. This year, the Stephenson County Sheriff’s Citizens 
Scholarship Committee selected Mallory Sheppard of Lena as the recipient of 
the 2024 Stephenson County ISA Scholarship. Congratulations, Mallory!

Church news
Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church

 All are invited to worship 
at Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, 118 E. Mason St. 
Lena, IL on Sunday, June 2 
for Worship Service at 9:30 
a.m. This week’s gospel read-
ing is from the Gospel Mark 
2:23-3:6.

 On Wednesday, June 5 the 
Peace Corps Quilting group 
will meet from 8 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m.  No quilting experience 
necessary and all are wel-
come to join. Come and tie 
the quilts and make difference 
in the world.

 All the services will be 
recorded and be available 
on church’s Facebook page 
and website. Please visit our 
website and (http://goodshep-
herdlena.org/) and Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/
GSLCLenaIL) for informa-
tion. Please contact the church 
office at 815-369-5552 with 
any questions. 

St. John’s 
Lutheran Church 

 St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Pearl City, will cel-
ebrate second Sunday after 
Pentecost and Holy Trinity 
Sunday on Sunday, June 2 at 
9 a.m.  

 Everyone is welcome to 
come to St. John’s to play 
dominoes in Luther Hall on 
Tuesday, June 4 at 9 a.m. and 
to play cards and dominoes on 
Thursday, June 27 at 1 p.m.

 The next Men’s Breakfast 
will be on Wednesday, June 
5 at 7:30 a.m. at the Garden 
View Restaurant in Lena.

 The June Grace Meal will 
be on Sunday, June 16.  Meals 
can be picked up between 11 
a.m. and 12 p.m. on June 
16.  Reservations are due in 
the church office by Thurs-
day, June 13.  The menu for 
the June meal will be lasa-
gna, garlic bread, applesauce, 
and a bar or cake item.  This 

meal is possible due to do-
nations and a grant from the 
Foundation of Northwest Illi-
nois.

 The Healthy Wolves group 
will pause the packing of the 
backpacks for the summer, 
but they plan on starting again 
in August when school re-
sumes.  If interested in donat-
ing to this ministry, reach out 
to the church office for more 
information. 

 St. John’s Lutheran Church 
of Pearl City is an ELCA 
parish and is located at 229 
First St. in Pearl City.  We are 
handicapped accessible.  If 
you need to contact the pastor 
or church, you may call 815-
443-2215 for information.

Salem United 
Church of Christ 

 All are welcome to join a 
service led by Pastor Chris-
topher Ham at Salem United 
Church of Christ, 8491 West 
Salem Road, Lena, Illinois, 
this Sunday, June 2 at 10 a.m. 
The Adult Sunday School will 
be hosted prior to service, 
starting at 9 a.m. on the lower 
level of the church. Children’s 
Sunday School is held during 
church service at 10 a.m.

 The Wednesday Breakfast 
Bunch will meet May 29 at 
8 a.m. at Amigo’s, 306 North 
Galena Avenue, Freeport, Il-
linois. Everyone is welcome 
to join. The group will meet 
again on June 5 at 8 a.m. 
at The Big Apple, 1427 West 
Galena Avenue, Freeport, Illi-
nois. 

 On Sunday, June 9 the 

church will host a special 
Children’s Sunday in Lion’s 
Park. Service will begin at 10 
a.m. followed by a potluck 
style lunch. Please bring a 
dish to pass and dinnerware. 

 If interested in participat-
ing in a fun evening of craft-
ing, please join for Crafter-
noon from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. on 
the third Wednesday of each 
month. During this time there 
are snacks, a brief devotional 
thought, and plenty of time to 
work on crafts individually or 
together. This is hosted on the 
lower level of Salem United 
Church of Christ, and all are 
welcome to join. For more 
information on any Salem re-
lated items, contact 815-369-
4511or ruth.dake@gmail.
com.

Evangelical Free 
Church of Lena 

 The Evangelical Free 
Church of Lena is having a 
Family Comedy Night on 
Sunday, June 2 at 6 p.m. fea-
turing the Green Room Im-
prove Live.  This is a group 
out of Crystal Lake, IL.  The 
event is free and family 
friendly. Refreshments will be 
served afterwards.

LocaL news on-Line
rvpnews.

com
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WINDOWS Including EGRESS
SIDING • DOORS 

Lifetime Warranty • Professionally Trained Installers
Not only do we stand
behind our windows,
we stand on them!
Local Owner 
Scott Williamson

Call Today For Your
FREE ESTIMATE

815-395-1333
6010 Forest Hills Rd, 
Rockford, IL

www.windowworldrockford.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00 am-5:00 pm; Sat 9:00 am-Noon

America’s Largest
Home Improvement

Company
• Locally Owned & Operated

• Professional & Insured Crews

• True Lifetime Warranties,
   Guaranteed Forever!

• Serving Northern Illinois
  for nearly 20 years

Se Habla Espanol

*SEE OUR WEBSITE OR A TEAM MEMBER FOR DETAILS

0% FInAnCIng
optIons
AvAILAbLe*

441478

453484

456293

Wursters
Sales and Service, LLC

Aaron & Tom
841 E. North Ave., Hwy 20, Stockton, IL 61085
wursterservices@yahoo.com • 815-947-3470

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

We’re here for all  
your mowing needs!

GET SERIOUS.

Stockton Elementary’s top readers
 Stockton Elementary Principal Mrs. Downey recognizes the Top Readers for the 
2023-2024 school year. Each student received a certificate and an Amazon gift card. 
The top readers are fifth grader   Olivia L., fourth graders Brynley D. and Maya A, 
third graders Sydney C. and Axel O. (not pictured), and second graders Adalyn 
D. and Liliana D. 

 The Jo Daviess County 
Farm Bureau Foundation 
provides scholarships for 
college students studying 
agriculture and funds 
our Agriculture in the 
Classroom program, which 
promotes agricultural and 
environmental education in 
all of Jo Daviess County’s 
K-12 classrooms.  

 Each year, our Agriculture 
in the Classroom program 
teaches children the 
importance of our food and 
fiber industry.  Anyone can 
contribute to the Jo Daviess 
County Farm Bureau 
Foundation since it has a 501 
(c) (3) tax-exempt status.  
The Foundation may accept 
charitable contributions of 
money, property, securities, 
and special memorials 
and endowments.  The 
Foundation Board of 
Directors and the Farm 
Bureau staff administer the 
Foundation.  The Jo Daviess 
County Farm Bureau Board 
of Directors appoints the 
Foundation directors.  There 
are two ways to make a 
contribution.  You can send 
a check to our office at PO 
Box 501 in Elizabeth or call 
with a credit or debit card to 
contribute.

     
Local member benefits

 Don’t forget to take 
advantage of member-only 
benefits for Jo Daviess 
County Farm Bureau 
members.  We have 
businesses around the County 
who have partnered with 

us to offer these discounts.  
Make sure to have your 
farm bureau membership 
card handy when asking for 
those discounts.  For a full 
listing of the local benefits, 
go to our website www.
jodaviesscfb.com and click 
on membership, then local 
discounts.

Stay connected
 Thank you to everyone 

who currently follows us on 
Facebook and Instagram!  We 
have a pretty good following, 
but always want to reach 
more people.  If you don’t 
follow our pages and are on 
social media, follow us.  You 
will find information about 
upcoming events as well 
as be able to check out our 
recent posts.  

Family Farm signs
 It’s the time of year 

that we are all thinking 
of planting and sprucing 
things up around the farm.  
Why not add a “This is a 
Family Farm” sign to your 
landscape?  The signs are 
17.5” X 23” and cost $30.  

Farm Fun Fact 
 96% of Illinois farms are 

family owned.

By
AnnETTE
EggERS 
Jo Daviess 
County Farm 
Bureau

Around the Northern Hills
suBmitted Photo 

Rock Valley Publishing
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Think Spring...
Bleaching Special

1/2 OFF
Call to Schedule Your Free Consultation Today!

450748

Dr. Stephen Petras
Stockton Dental Center

120 West Front Ave, Stockton, IL 61085
www.stocktondental.com

A licensed Illinois General Dentist

815-947-3700

GROWING for you
Thursday, June 20, 2024
Saint Malachy School  
595 E Ogden Ave. 
Geneseo, IL 61254

4:30 p.m. 
Member registration

4:30–5:30 p.m. 
Geothermal Power Hour  
presentation with John Scott

6:00 p.m. 
Meeting

7:00 p.m. 
Pork chop sandwich dinner 
  

2024 Annual Meeting of Members‒Please join us!

Activities for kids ages 5-12 during 
the meeting.

Members who attend the meeting will  
receive one $10 bill credit per membership.jcecoop.com

45
63

65

Sonya WilliamSon Photo Rock Valley Publishing

That’s a wrap
 Stockton High School seniors celebrate their high school graduation on Sunday, 
May 19, 2024.  Congratulations to all the graduates!

456397
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BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!
10% MORE for 

jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mint Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Coins 
Flatware • Diamonds • Sterling

45
05

04

M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

423968
The Scoop and Shopper’s Guide

FREELANCE REPORTERS
AND PHOTOGRAPHERS

NEEDED
Rock Valley Publishing is seeking freelance 
reporters and photographers to produce 
local news and photos for your hometown 
newspaper. Weekly stories and photos 
needed for Jo Daviess and Stephenson 
Counties. Writing and reporting experience 
a plus. Work from home as an independent 
contractor with no in-office requirement.

PLEASE EMAIL RESUME TO:
scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com

M6 Painting & Wallcovering

Samuel Martinez • Lena, IL • 608-214-4662
smartinez@m6paintingwallcovering.com

Scan the QR code to see our Facebook page!

House Painting - Interior - Exterior - Wallcovering - Quality Assured

45
13

32

 The official start of sum-
mer is signaled by Memorial 
Day.  I probably write that 
every year, but I hear it on 
television every year.  The 
parades and programs have 
been celebrated, and the pic-
nics have started.  This week’s 
recipes have some interesting 
summer dishes.  Have a great 
week cooking!

Mini Crab Cakes with 
Cream Sauce

 There seems to be a crab 
theme going this week.  This 
appetizer is an easy and tasty 
one that you can prepare 
ahead of time.  You can use 
the canned lump crab meat or 
the fresh lump crab if you can 
find it.
Cream Sauce

¼ C. sour cream
1 T. whole grain mustard 

(Grey Poupon)
1 t. Dijon mustard
1/8 t. Old Bay Seafood Sea-

soning
Crab Cakes

2 slices white sandwich 
bread

1 lb. imitation crab meat, 
chopped into small pieces

¼ C. mayonnaise
1 T. lemon zest, plus lemon 

wedges for serving
1 t. Worcestershire sauce
½ t. Old Bay
1/8 t. cayenne pepper
2 green onions, finely 

chopped
Salt and pepper to taste
1 egg, beaten
3 T. unsalted butter
1 T. chopped chives for gar-

nish
 Cream sauce:  Mix togeth-

er in a small bowl the sour 
cream, mustards, and Old Bay 
until smooth.  Cover and re-
frigerate until time to serve.

 Crab Cakes:  Pulse the 
bread in a food processor to 
make coarse breadcrumbs; 
transfer to a large bowl.   Add 
the crab, mayo, lemon zest, 
Worcestershire, Old Bay, cay-
enne, green onions, ¼ t. salt 
and 1/8 t. pepper.  Mix gently 
to combine.  Add the egg and 
mix gently but thoroughly.  
Roll the mixture into 15 golf 
ball-sized rounds; arrange 
them on a foil-lined baking 
sheet and flatten them slight-
ly.  Refrigerate at least 30 
minutes to set.  Melt the but-
ter in a large nonstick skillet 
over medium heat.  Cook the 
crab cakes in batches if neces-
sary, turning once, until gold-
en brown on both sides and 
heated through, about 3 to 4 
minutes per side.  Arrange the 
crab cakes on a serving plat-
ter and serve with the Cream 
Sauce in a small bowl.  Sprin-
kle the chives and serve with 
lime wedges. 

Spring Vegetable Salad 
with Vinaigrette Dressing

 This tasty and crunchy veg-
etable salad is great for any 
summer meal.  You should 
be able to get the pea pods, 
snow peas, and asparagus at 
the Lena’s Farmer’s Market 
on Saturday.  Use frozen baby 
peas if you don’t have fresh 
peas.  If you can’t find white 
wine vinegar, you can substi-
tute rice vinegar or red wine 
vinegar in the dressing.

2 T. white wine vinegar
1 T. horseradish
2 t. lemon extract
2 T. extra virgin olive oil
Salt to taste
4 C. mixed peas and pea 

pods, snow peas, and aspara-
gus

2 radishes, thinly sliced, 
about ½ C.

1 thinly sliced cucumber, 
about 1 C.

1 T. chopped fresh dill
 Dressing:  Combine the 

vinegar, horseradish, and lem-
on extract in a mixing bowl 
and stir to combine.  Whisk 
in the olive oil and season to 
taste with salt.

 Bring a large pot of water 
to boil.  Set up a bowl of ice 
water next to the stove and set 
a colander inside the ice water 
so that no ice is in the colan-
der.  Stir a little salt in boiling 
water.  Add the vegetables in 
separate groups to boiling wa-
ter and cook each batch until 
just tender, about a minute; 
each vegetable should still 
have a little snap.  Place in ice 
water after cooking.  Drain in 
colander.  Pat dry.  Place in 
serving bowl.  Add radishes 
and cucumbers.  Toss with 
dressing to combine.  Season 
to taste with salt. Garnish with 
dill.

Openly Crabby
 Sticking with the crab 

theme, these can be used as an 
appetizer or as a main course 
for any summer meal.  The 
Texas toast should be easy to 
find.  If you want a more inex-
pensive dish, use the imitation 
crab meat.  It isn’t as rich, but 
I like it, and it is easier on the 
grocery bill.

½ lb. jumbo crabmeat, 
picked through

2 T. mayonnaise
2 t. Dijon mustard
¼ t. paprika
2 t. fresh lemon juice
1 green onion, thinly sliced
Pinch of salt
4 slices Texas toast
4 T. unsalted butter, melted
2 oz. Monterey Jack, half 

grated, the half thinly sliced
1 bunch of asparagus, 

trimmed and halved length-
wise

 Mix the crabmeat with the 
mayo, mustard, paprika, cay-
enne, lemon juice, onion and 
a pinch of salt in a bowl; set 
aside.  Preheat the broiler.  
Brush both sides of the Tex-
as toast with half of the melt-
ed butter.  Place on a baking 
sheet and broil until golden 
brown on top, about 3 min-
utes.  Remove from the oven 
and flip the bread; top with 
the crab mixture, spreading 
it almost to the edges.  Sprin-
kle the grated cheese over the 
crab.

 Toss the asparagus with 
the remaining melted butter 
in a medium bowl and season 
with salt and black pepper.  
Arrange side by side on the 
toast; arrange the cheese slic-
es across the middle of the as-
paragus.  Return to the broiler 
until the asparagus is tender 
and the cheese is melted.  You 
can substitute English muffins 
for the Texas toast.  Brush 
with butter on one side and 
broil and then proceed with 
the rest of the sandwich.

Hamburger Stroganoff 
with Poppy Seed 

Noodles
 If you are looking for an 

inexpensive main meal, this 
stove-top dish is the one for 
you.  I have made a hamburg-
er stroganoff before but never 
served it with the poppy seed 
noodles.  Cook the noodles in 
beef bouillon for more flavor.

1½ lbs ground beef
½ C. chopped onion
½ T. butter
2 T. flour
½ t. salt
1 garlic clove, minced
¼ t. pepper
1 can (4 oz.) mushrooms, 

stems and pieces, drained
1 can cream of chicken 

soup
1 C. sour cream
Poppy Seed Noodles
8 oz. wide noodles, cooked 

and drained
2 t. poppy seeds
1 T. butter, melted
Fresh parsley for garnish
 In a large skillet, brown 

hamburger and onion with 
butter, crumbling beef until 
meat is no longer pink.  Stir 
in flour, salt, garlic, pepper 
and mushrooms.  Cook for 5 
minutes, stirring constantly.  
Stir in soup; bring to a boil, 
stirring constantly.  Reduce 
the heat; simmer, uncovered 
for 10 minutes.  Stir in sour 
cream; heat through, but do 
not boil.  

 Combine noodles, poppy 
seeds and melted butter; toss 
lightly.  Serve stroganoff with 
noodles.  Garnish with pars-
ley.

Strawberry Shortbread 
Dessert

 You can make this dessert 
and freeze it for two weeks.  
You use frozen strawberries, 
Cool Whip, pretzels, and 
sweetened condensed milk to 
make this delicious dessert.  
You can use the daiquiri mix 
to make drinks with the left-
overs.  Cut off a slice, and you 
have dessert!

1¼ C. crushed pretzels
¼ C. sugar
½ C. butter, melted
Filling
1 can (14 oz.) sweetened 

condensed milk
½ C. thawed nonalcoholic 

strawberry daiquiri mix
1 pkg. (8 oz.) cream cheese, 

softened
2 C. frozen sweetened 

sliced strawberries, thawed
1 carton (8 oz.) Cool Whip 

topping, thawed
Sauce

1 container (16 oz.) frozen 
sweetened sliced strawberries 
thawed and undrained

 In a small bowl, combine 
the pretzels, sugar, and but-
ter.  Press into the bottom of a 
greased 11x7 dish.  Refriger-
ate for 30 minutes.  Filling:  In 
a large bowl, combine sweet-
ened condensed milk and 
daiquiri mix.  Beat in cream 
cheese until smooth.  Stir in 
strawberries, fold in Cool 
Whip.  Pour over crust.  Dish 
will be full.  Freeze 4 hours 
before serving.  Sauce:  Pu-
ree thawed undrained straw-
berries in a food processor 
or blender.  Strain through a 
mesh sieve.  Drizzle over the 
top of each serving of dessert.

Rhubarb Custard Bars
 As long as people keep 

sending or requesting rhubarb 
recipes, I will put them in the 
column.  I feel really sorry 
for those of you who are not 
rhubarb lovers, but they will 
come to an end in the near fu-
ture!

2 C. flour
¼ sugar
1 C. cold butter

Filling
2 C. sugar

2 T. flour
1 C. heavy whipping cream
3 eggs. beaten
5 C. finely chopped fresh 

or frozen rhubarb, thawed and 
drained
Topping

6 oz. cream cheese, soft-
ened

½ C. sugar
½ t. vanilla
1 C. heavy whipping cream, 

whipped

 Preheat oven to 350.  In 
a bowl, combine the flour 
and sugar.  Cut in cold butter 
and mix until mixture resem-
bles coarse crumbs.  Press 
into a greased 9x13 baking 
dish.  Bake at 350 for 10 min-
utes.  Filling:  Combine sugar 
and flour in a bowl.  Whisk 
in cream and eggs.  Stir in 
the rhubarb.  Pour over the 
crust.  Bake at 350 until cus-
tard is set, 40 to 45 minutes.  
Cool.  Topping:  Beat cream 
cheese, sugar, and vanilla un-
til smooth.  Fold in whipped 
cream and spread over top.  
Cover and chill.  Cut into 
bars.  Store in refrigerator.

Final Thoughts
 Vidalia onions are in the 

stores!  I love Vidalia onions, 
and I am glad to see them 
available.  Several weeks 
ago, I had the blooming on-
ion recipe, and Vidalias make 
wonderful blooming onions.  I 
still am cutting asparagus, so 
that is still a springtime treat.  
I hear that the strawberries are 
supposed to be a good crop 
this year.  

 Don’t forget the about Lena 
Farmer’s Market on Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.  They 
will start having produce in 
addition to the other goodies.  
A friend brought me the neat-
est garden flag from one of the 
vendors.  Splashland pool and 
the Mini Golf are open also.  
Schools are out, and summer 
activities with park districts 
and lessons have begun.  The 
last days of May are winding 
down, and June is ready to 
bust out.  Hopefully we will 
have no more storms running 
rampant and doing damage.  
Reminder—the Music at the 
Lake on Saturdays continues; 
drop by for some beautiful 
Christian music under the 
stars.  One last thing—check 
out the Lena Drive Inn.  They 
have added a new soft cone of 
pineapple and raspberry fla-
vors.  I am game to try it.

 We continue to look for 
summer fruit and vegetable 
recipes, so send some favor-
ites our way.  If you find some 
recipes to share, you can con-
tact us by email at scoopshop-
per@rvpublishing.com or by 
mail at From Lena’s Kitch-
ens, The Shopper’s Guide at 
Rock Valley Publishing, 1102 
Ann St., Delavan, WI 53115.  
Have a great week.

From Lena’s Kitchen

The not so skinny cook
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Service 
Corner
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Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

Nick Judge • 815-990-8937
www.sixpointservices.com

Residential and 
Commercial

Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning

Window Washing
Holiday Lighting

Fully insured
413671

454875

(Formerly Wybourn Construction)

Cell: 608-558-1095
Lena, IL

bobwybourn@gmail.com
• Windows•Doors•Kitchens

•Bathrooms•Decks
No Job Too Small To Appreciate!

407366

PEARL CITY SEAMLESS 
GUTTERS INC.

815-291-6449

5” & 6” Seamless 
Gutters & Gutter Guards Available. 

Multi-color, Color Match.
Owner Operated

423071

Power Walk Mowers, Residential, 
Heavy Duty Residential 

and Commercial Zeroturns

10240 N. Old Mill Rd. • McConnell, IL 61050
815-541-3348 • heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

0%  Interest 
Financing 
Options 
available

Your local Toro Dealer & Master Service Center

395223

Citizens State Bank awards 
13 college scholarships to area 

graduates
 Citizens State Bank, with locations in Lena, Stockton, 

Freeport, Elizabeth, and Savanna, has awarded $500 
college scholarships to local graduating high school 
seniors who have displayed excellence in academic 
achievement, community service, and extracurricular 
activities. “Congratulations to our 2024 high school 
scholarship recipients! Your dedication and achievements 
inspire us all, and we’re proud to support your journey 
towards excellence,” said Citizens State Bank President 
and CEO, Amy Baker.

 Citizens State Bank is proud of these recipients for 
their hard work and academic success. This year’s 13 
scholarship winners are: 

Chloe Mader, Lena-Winslow High School
Faith Offermann, Lena-Winslow High School
Odin Stabenow, Lena-Winslow High School
Luke Stabenow, Lena-Winslow High School
Karl Hubb, Stockton High School
Braden Freese, Stockton High School
Ashlyn Schubert, Stockton High School
Isabelle Talbert, Aquin High School
Noah Schiffman, Freeport High School
Evelyn Walters, River Ridge High School
Gwendoline Miller, River Ridge High School
Noah Wenzel, Dakota High School
Ava Bremmer, Pearl City High School

Summer dental care
 In just a few short days 

many of our area’s students 
will be graduating from 
high school and preparing 
themselves for a new stage 
in life. In all the excitement 
and change, it can be easy to 
overlook your dental health. 
Whether you are preparing 
yourself for college or 
entering the work force, be 
sure to book a dental exam 
before you head off to dorm 
life or begin that new career. 
Being diligent about routine 
dental exams, daily oral 
hygiene, and eating a healthy 
diet will serve you well as 
you enter adult life. 

 For parents of younger 
children, one of the most 
important things that should 
be on your summer to-do 
list is to schedule a dental 
exam. While all children 
should receive routine 
dental exams, this is sadly 
not the case. Since oral 
health directly impacts 
overall health, the state of 
Illinois requires that children 
entering kindergarten, second 
grade, sixth grade, and high 
school have a dental exam 
performed by a dentist. 

If your child is spending 
most of their summer 
days in a chlorinated 
pool, be on guard for the 
symptoms of swimmer’s 
calculus. Swimmer’s calculus 
can occur when your child 
has extended contact with 
improperly chlorinated water 
in swimming pools. Your 
child’s teeth may become 
extremely sensitive, develop 
brown or yellow stains, 
and/or lose enamel if they 
develop this condition. 
Whether swimming in 
chlorinated pools or soaking 
in chlorinated hot tubs, teach 
them to avoid swallowing the 
chlorinated water and remind 
them to rinse their mouth 
with tap water any time they 
take a break.

Teens have a million 

things on their minds over 
the summer, but most would 
not put wearing their teeth 
aligners or retainers on their 
list of summertime concerns. 
However, inconsistent use 
of these appliances during 
summer can significantly 
impact progress in reshaping 
or retaining their healthy 
tooth alignment.

 Whether your child is 
packing for a day at the 
park or pool, or for longer 
trips such as sports camp 
or a family vacation, make 
it a habit to place their 
retainer at the top of their 
packing list. Have them 
label their retainer case 
with their name and contact 
information. They may want 
to decorate it as well, so it 
is easy to distinguish it from 
any others. Teach them to 
remove their retainer and 
store it in its case when they 
go swimming, diving, or 
engage in other water sports. 
Storing it only in its case 
significantly reduces the 
chance of it getting damaged, 
lost, or tossed in the trash. 
Teach them not to leave their 
retainer in a hot car, sunny 
window, or other heated area. 
Remind them to brush their 
retainer when they brush their 
teeth.

 Speaking of family 
vacations, a condition known 
as barodontalgia occurs when 
a person’s body undergoes a 
sudden pressure change, such 
as when a plane ascends. 
This condition is much more 
likely to occur in people with 
underlying dental problems. 
Do not ruin an expensive 
and/or long-awaited vacation 

with a dental emergency. 
Decayed and abscessed teeth 
do not resolve themselves 
on their own, so make an 
appointment with your dentist 
to treat these issues before 
booking that flight. This is 
critical if you are planning on 
deep water scuba diving or 
hiking in the mountains, as 
both these activities involve 
pressure changes. Even if you 
are not flying, if you suspect 
you have a dental issue. 
schedule an appointment to 
avoid a dental emergency far 
from home.

 Dry mouths breed harmful 
bacteria. Teach your child 
to stay hydrated by drinking 
fluoridated water. Staying 
hydrated with fluoridated 
water is one of the body’s 
most reliable defenses against 
tooth decay and gum disease. 
Swishing water after each 
snack and meal will also 
help to keep your child’s 
mouth clean and hydrated. 
Encourage this habit by 

keeping a bottle of fluoridated 
tap water for each child 
close at hand. Make sure 
that their diet contains fruits 
and vegetables with a high-
water content (for example, 
watermelon, lettuce, and 
spinach are almost entirely 
water). While nothing beats 
fluoridated water for routine 
hydration, choose milk, with 
its electrolytes, calories, fat, 
and proteins, to rehydrate 
and prevent muscle soreness 
after any intense or prolonged 
physical activity or exercise. 

 If your child participates 
in summer sports, it is 
imperative that they wear a 
mouthguard. A mouthguard 
not only protects the teeth 
and soft tissues in the mouth 
but stabilizes the jaw and 
acts as a shock absorber with 
impact trauma. Mouth guards 
are also recommended for 
non-contact sports and other 
summer activities that pose 
a risk of injury to the mouth, 
such as skateboarding.

Pearl City Education 
Foundation 
scholarships available

 Applications are now be-
ing accepted for the Pearl 
City Education Foundation 
(PCEF) 2024-2025 Upper-
classman Scholarships. This 
program is for Pearl City 
Graduates who have success-
fully completed their first 
year of college, vocational, 
or trade school, and will be 
going into their second, third, 
or fourth year as a full-time 
student.

 Scholarship application 
forms are available at the 
State Bank of Pearl City 

lobby, the Pearl City Public 
Library, or on the Pearl City 
Schools website at www.
pcwolves.net.  The dead-
line for receipt of completed 
applications, with required 
short essay, and most re-
cent transcript(s) is July 1, 
2024.  Please mail applica-
tion materials to Pearl City 
Education Foundation, Up-
perclassman Scholarships, 
P.O. Box 278, Pearl City, IL  
61062.  Timely and complete 
submissions are necessary for 
scholarship consideration.

IN*CI*DENTAL*LY

By
Dr. Stephen 
petraS 
Illinois Licensed 
General Dentist
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Nursing home industry unlikely to see much 
help from Springfield in tough budget year

Nursing homes still grappling with worker shortage, cost increases
By Hannah Meisel
Capitol News illiNois

It’s been four years since 
some of the worst scenes 
of COVID-19 played out in 
locked-down nursing homes 
during the early months of the 
pandemic. 

But while most of the world 
has moved on, the nursing 
home industry is still reeling 
from COVID, which exacer-
bated pre-existing challenges 
in long-term care—difficul-
ties hiring and retaining staff 
and a population more reliant 
on government-funded care 
chief among them.

Employment in skilled 
nursing facilities nationwide 
as of February was down 8.3 
percent compared with Febru-
ary of 2020, the month before 
the pandemic hit. Although 
the current staffing levels 
have somewhat recovered 
from their lowest point in ear-
ly spring 2022—when staff-
ing was down 15.5 percent 
from pre-pandemic levels—
other areas within health care 
have recovered much faster, 
according to a Kaiser Family 
Foundation analysis.

The hourly cost of hiring 
a registered nurse increased 

12.5 percent nationwide be-
tween 2020 and 2022, to 
$40.84 on average, according 
to a recent report by nation-
al consulting firm Marcum 
LLP. But amid a shrinking 
pool of RNs applying for jobs 
at skilled nursing facilities, 
many operators are forced to 
hire temporary contract nurs-
es who earn, on average, 70 
percent more than the average 
RN salary. Hiring certified 
nursing assistants, or CNAs, 
has followed a similar trend.

Marcum’s report, which 
focused on the three-year pe-
riod after COVID hit in 2020, 
cited rising wages in other 
industries as a key reason for 
CNAs to leave the industry 
“and further drive up wage 
rates and increase the agency 
pool usage.”

For brothers Moe and Sam 
Freedman, owners of St. Lou-
is-based Accolade Health-
care, the increase in staffing 
costs and the inflation-driven 
increase in other costs for op-
erating the home—from food 
to medical supplies to insur-
ance—have become “very 
unmanageable,” president and 
CEO Moe Freedman said in a 
recent interview. His compa-

ny has been operating in the 
red.

Accolade runs seven 
skilled nursing facilities in 
central Illinois, in addition to 
one assisted living facility in 
East Peoria. The Freedmans 
entered the industry in 2017, 
growing from their first ac-
quisition of a pair of nursing 
homes in Paxton and Pontiac. 
They’ve since bought homes 
from independent operators 
and said operating a long-term 
care facility as a “mom-and-
pop shop” is “virtually impos-
sible,” as rising costs need to 
be spread across a portfolio of 
homes for the business to be 
workable.

“Our cash flow is—we’re 
hemorrhaging and it’s dire,” 
Moe Freedman told Capitol 
News Illinois. “I don’t see us 
growing anytime soon and I 
don’t know if we’ll be at the 
same level in a year from now 
at the rate that we’re at right 
now.”

Keeping staffing up has 
also been a challenge due to 
the changing nature of who 
lives in nursing homes. In re-
cent years, wealthier people 
have trended toward staying 
in their homes and receiving 

care from visiting nurses and 
CNAs. As a result, facilities 
are more dependent on—and 
at the mercy of—Medicaid 
reimbursement rates instead 
of private payers, which 
had long been a more stable 
source of revenue.

Overall nursing home cen-
sus rates haven’t recovered 
since the pandemic either.

“We’re forced to cut staff 
because more patients don’t 
come in the door, yet, when 
we do see new patients, their 
level of care has intensified,” 
Nikki Dinsmore, regional di-
rector of operations for Zahav 
Healthcare Consulting said 
last month at a Capitol news 
conference. “They’re being 
discharged from the hospital 
sooner and their care needs 
are greater.”

Zahav, which operates a 
nursing home in Des Plaines, 
has been “losing workers to 
jobs in the hospital or tele-
health,” Dinsmore said, not to 
mention jobs in totally differ-
ent sectors like retail and food 
service. 

But even as the industry 
grapples with greater reliance 
on Medicaid instead of pri-
vate payers, state Sen. Dave 

Syverson, R-Rockford, said 
nursing homes have to be 
ready to absorb patients when 
their needs become too great 
for home care—like his moth-
er, who died earlier this year 
at age 93.

“We provided home care 
for her but that started to get 
more expensive as we had to 
have visiting nurses, we had 
to have an aide in there,” he 
said, adding that 24-hour care 
at a nursing home also felt saf-
er toward the end. “Then you 
had to have oxygen brought 
in. And when you start look-
ing at what the daily cost was 
for us to have her at home, it 
ended up being cheaper for us 
in the last couple of months of 
her life to move her to a nurs-
ing home.”

‘We are still well 
underwater’

Forty-nine Illinois nursing 
homes closed between 2019 
and 2022, according to the 
state’s Department of Pub-
lic Health; 2023 data is not 
yet available. In that same 
time period, six new facilities 
opened, for a net loss of 43. 
The closures mean more than 
2,500 nursing home beds have 

vanished.
Peoria-based Petersen 

Health Care, which operates 
more than 90 nursing and 
senior care homes in Illinois, 
Iowa and Missouri, filed for 
bankruptcy in March, estimat-
ing it had nearly $300 million 
in debt. A federal bankruptcy 
judge approved a plan last 
week for the company to bor-
row $45 million to keep oper-
ating throughout bankruptcy 
proceedings. 

Petersen plans to sell off its 
assets this summer, according 
to the company’s proposed 
timeline. Whether the homes 
remain open beyond that will 
be up to the winning bidder. 

Petersen is far from the 
only nursing home operator 
to face bankruptcy; according 
to a new report from nation-
al law firm Polsinelli, health 
care companies’ levels of real 
estate distress—a term for 
properties on the brink of or 
already in foreclosure – is the 
highest it’s been in 15 years. 
The report noted significant 
distress in nursing homes in 
particular.

See nurSing homeS, 
Page 13
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FHN holding 
live and 
virtual 
hiring event 
August 24

 FHN is looking to add tal-
ented and qualified nurses, 
medical assistants, nursing 
assistants, imaging technolo-
gists, and clinical therapists to 
the FHN team with an upcom-
ing Hiring Event.

 On-the spot interviews, 
tours of select departments, 
and real-time offers will be 
available at the event, set for 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday, 
Aug. 24 at FHN Memorial 
Hospital, 1045 W. Stephenson 
Street in Freeport.  “We will 
have representatives in the 
main lobby of the hospital to 
greet candidates,” said FHN 
Talent Acquisition Specialist 
Rilee Smith. “Just identify 
yourself as an interested can-
didate and we’ll get you go-
ing in the right direction to, if 
you’re a good fit for our team, 
walk out with a job offer.”

 FHN offers first-day bene-
fits which includes an exten-
sive benefit package, tuition 
assistance, flexible time off 
and eligible positions may 
qualify for certification and/or 
BSN stipends.

 A virtual option also is 
available now through Aug. 
24 Visit www.fhn.org/hirin-
gevent for more information 
and to begin the process.

 Chuck Jackson presents the Knights of Columbus Scholarship to Olivia Harnish 
on Sunday, Aug. 13. Congratulations, Olivia!
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Local student receives scholarship
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 Alaina Dinderman (Snappy Snazzers) wins the Dairy Showman of Showman class. 
Youth in Stephenson County exhibited 4-H projects this past month at various shows 
held out at the Stephenson County Fairgrounds and at the Stephenson County Farm 
Bureau. For more photos, see inside.

Panthers building 
back in hopes 
of another 
postseason run
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 Excluding the 2020 Covid 
year, the Lena-Winslow Pan-
thers have won three consec-
utive Illinois Class 1A State 
Football Titles.  Although the 
Panthers lost a majority of last 
year’s squad, many believe Le-
Win has what it takes to make 
another deep postseason run. 

 “We lost 10 starters on de-
fense and eight starters on of-
fense,” Lena-Winslow head 
coach Ric Arand shared just 
before practice for the 2023 
season started.  Arand is enter-
ing his 27th season as the Pan-
thers’ head coach.  The expe-
rienced instructor will have to 
find a way to take a roster filled 
mostly with new faces and help 
them reach their full potential 
once again.  

 If anyone is capable of do-
ing that, it’s Arand.  Through 
26 years, Arand holds a career 
record of 234-66.  More than 
Arand, the Panther-Strong pro-
gram has set the standard for 
winning across Illinois High 
School Football.  Not only 
have they captured three con-
secutive titles, but six in total.  
The Panthers have stamped 
their name in the Illinois histo-
ry books and this 2023 squad is 
hoping to do much of the same. 

 Despite losing so many to 
graduation, the Panthers still 
return some familiar names 

this season.  Gage Dunker 
gets plenty of action as he re-
turns as an outside lineback-
er on defense and the team’s 
fullback on offense.  Dunker, 
the younger brother of Gen-
nings Dunker, who is now on 
the Iowa Hawkeyes, looks to 
lead the way for the Panthers.  
Dunker will have some famil-
iar faces blocking ahead of him 
as the Panthers return two start-
ing offensive linemen.  Odin 
Stabenow and Tanner Kempel 
will look to hold things down 
on the edge as the Panthers’ of-
fensive tackles.  

 Outside of that, howev-
er, Le-Win is going to have a 
plethora of new faces on the 
field in 2023.  “We need a lot 
of guys to step up and ma-
ture quickly to be successful,” 
Arand shared. 

 The Panthers will have 
to replace a number of guys 
along the line of scrimmage.  
Luke Kempel, Luke Staben-
ow, Brady Aurand, and Alex 
Packard will all be playing 
on the offensive and defen-
sive line.  Mason Spidahl and 
Quinn Rodebaugh will both 
get opportunities at tight end 
and defensive end as well.  Ca-
sey Klever also lines up at tight 
end on offense, but he’s off the 
line on the defensive side as an 
outside linebacker.  
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Stephenson County 4-H Fair winner See PantherS, Page 6
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The Freedmans said it’s 
scary to look around their in-
dustry and see operators they 
admired having to close their 
facilities. They told Capi-
tol News Illinois they worry 
about the possibility of facing 
that outcome themselves.

Sam Freedman, Accolade’s 
CFO, said federal stimulus 
money during the pandemic 
“kind of bridged the gap” be-
tween losses and an increase 
in Illinois’ Medicaid reim-
bursement rate the General 
Assembly approved in 2022. 

“The increased rate really 
helped us get over the hump 
once that (stimulus) mon-
ey started running out,” he 
said. “It’s not helping us, you 
know, be profitable, but it’s 
helping us survive.”

The $700 million increase 
in funding for nursing home 
staffing came after two years 
of negotiating with the indus-
try. Matt Pickering, executive 
director of the for-profit nurs-
ing home advocacy group 
Health Care Council of Il-
linois, pointed to the state’s 
years of depressed Medicaid 
reimbursement rates before 
the 2022 increase, which he 
said in a recent interview rep-
resented a 12 percent increase 
– but only “brings us up to 
2017 costs.”

“Even though we got that 
increase, we are still well 
underwater,” he said. “We’re 
not ungrateful. But we’re still 
scrambling.”

The law also included $83 
million to help long-term care 
providers launch recruitment 
efforts with an apprenticeship 
model. 

But operators say it’s not 
nearly enough to stem the 
bleeding in their staffing lev-
els. 

Accolade has set up its 
own CNA “school,” in which 
CNAs are pre-hired as “aux-
iliary aides” and do weeks of 
classroom and clinical work 

at two of its locations. While 
the setup has helped Accolade 
wean itself off depending on 
agency CNAs, except in rural 
areas, Moe Freedman said the 
state has lagged on paying for 
the CNA incentive program 
by about six months.

“We are compensating 
CNAs at a rate that is not re-
ally appropriate for the Med-
icaid reimbursement rate,” he 
said. “But we are anticipating 
this revenue source that (the 
state) promised us and they 
continuously drag out that re-
imbursement.”

But with a tight budget year, 
leaders in the General As-
sembly can’t promise a huge 
windfall for the struggling in-
dustry. House Majority Lead-
er Robyn Gabel, D-Evanston, 
who leads a working group 
on Medicaid issues, told Cap-
itol News Illinois the industry 
asked for $75 million to make 
up for increased property tax-
es, which the state had at one 
time subsidized.

But in the waning days of 
legislative session, Gabel said 
the working group is still ex-
ploring ways to help the in-
dustry but was explicit that 
General Assembly can’t give 
the industry anywhere near 
the $75 million it requested.

“You know, last year we 
gave just about every sec-
tor a rate increase,” she said. 
“Did we give them what they 
wanted? No; we probably cut 
every request in half. And it 

still added up to a billion dol-
lars…It was like a huge, huge 
increase. So this year, we’ve 
really tried to rein back and 
just not do those kinds of rate 
increases.”

Gov. JB Pritzker last sum-
mer used his power of amen-
datory veto to nix a provision 
in a broader property tax 
bill that would have brought 
property taxes for nursing 
homes in Cook County in 
line with those for other res-
idential health care settings. 
The industry claimed it would 
have provided “critical relief” 
to 300 nursing homes in Cook 
County. 

But Pritzker disagreed, sid-
ing with local mayors who 
complained the resulting shift 
in property tax burden would 
especially hurt municipalities 
in Chicago’s south suburbs. 
Despite the General Assem-
bly’s unanimous support on 
the original bill, lawmakers 
declined to override the gov-
ernor during their fall veto 
session, and Gabel indicated 
the issue wouldn’t be taken 
up again “in that way.”

Minimum staffing rule
The industry is also fearful 

a new federal rule designed to 
implement minimum staffing 
ratios will have the unintend-
ed effect of further closures.

More than two years after 
announcing a plan to set man-
datory staffing minimums 
at skilled nursing facilities, 

President Joe Biden’s admin-
istration last month imple-
mented a new rule to phase in 
those minimums over the next 
five years. 

Organized labor, including 
caregiving juggernaut Ser-
vice Employees International 
Union, supported the rule, 
which will require skilled 
nursing facilities provide res-
idents with a minimum 3.48 
hours of nursing care per day, 
including at least 33 minutes 
of care from a registered 
nurse and nearly 2 1/2 hours 
of care from a nurse’s aide. 
Additionally, the rule will 
require facilities have a regis-
tered nurse on site at all times.

In a statement after the rule 
was finalized, Katie Smith 
Sloan, president and CEO of 
nonprofit nursing home in-
dustry group LeadingAge, 
pointed out that “schools are 
not graduating enough nurs-
es” to fill either currently open 
positions or those projected to 

open in the future. She added 
that registered nurses, or RNs, 
are leaving the workforce, 
and those who are staying are 
“typically choosing to work 
in environments that are not 
long-term care.”

“How can providers hire 
more RNs when they do not 
exist?” she said in a state-
ment.

After the Biden administra-
tion released its proposed rule 
in September, a KFF analysis 
found that fewer than one in 
five nursing homes nation-
wide would be able to meet 
the staffing minimums out-
lined in the rule without hav-
ing to hire more staff.

Gabel said she was at-
tempting to address staffing 
issues by sponsoring a mea-
sure that would allow CNAs 
to dispense some medications 
in order to free up RNs to pro-
vide more care. She shepherd-
ed Senate Bill 774 through a 
House committee earlier this 

month, despite pushback 
from several groups that rep-
resent nurses, and it awaits 
a vote in the full chamber. It 
previously passed the Senate 
with only one vote against it.

Syverson, who’s long been 
involved in nursing home is-
sues, blamed Democrats for 
prioritizing funding for Med-
icaid-style health care for 
noncitizens—a pair of recent 
programs that could cost near-
ly $700 million in the current 
fiscal year – and mandating 
that insurers cover an increas-
ing roster of procedures.

But, Gabel said, the state 
can only do so much when the 
entire nursing home industry 
is up against trends that have 
been festering for years.

“I mean, there are nursing 
homes closing,” she said. 
“And, you know, it’s just 
possible that there aren’t 
enough people to fill the beds 
… There’s nothing I can do 
about that business model.”

•	Nursing	homes		 (Continued from page 12)
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THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

392651

393041
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON 
COUNTY - IN 

PROBATE
In Re the Matter of
the Estate of:
ANNE V. BUSHELLE
    Deceased.

No. 24-PR-35
NOTICE FOR 

PUBLICATION
Notice is given of the 

death of Anne V. Bushelle, 
of Freeport, Illinois. An 
Order was entered May 7, 
2024, admitting the Will of 
the decedent and dated July 
19, 1993, issuing Letters of 
Office as described herein. 
Letters of Office were is-
sued on May 7, 2024, to:

Victoria A. Bushelle
600 SW 37th St.

Moore, OK 73160
as independent Executor 

of the Estate of Anne V. 
Bushelle, whose attorney 
is:

Anthony V. Coon
Attorney At Law

10 N. Galena Ave.,
Ste. 210

Freeport, Illinois 61032
Notice is given to persons 

who are heirs or legatees 
in the above proceeding to 
probate a Will whose name 
or address is not stated in 
the Petition to Admit the 
Will to Probate. That an 
Order was entered by the 
Court on May 7, 2024, ad-
mitting the Will to probate.

That on or before July 5, 
2024, you may file a peti-
tion with the Court to re-
quire proof of the Will by 
testimony of the witnesses 
to the Will in open Court or 
other evidence as provid-
ed in Section 5/6-21 of the 
Probate Act of 1975. (755 
ILCS 5/6-21).

You also have the right 

under Section 5/8-1 of the 
Probate Act of 1975 (755 
ILCS 5/8-1) to contest 
the validity of the Will by 
filing a Petition with the 
Court on or before Novem-
ber 25, 2024.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the office 
of the Clerk of the Court 
at the Stephenson County 
Courthouse, 15 N. Gale-
na Avenue, Freeport, Il-
linois 61032, or with the 
representative, or both, on 
or before November 25, 
2024, and any claim not 
filed on or before said date 
is barred. Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk must 
be mailed or delivered to 
the representative and to 
the attorney within ten (10) 
days after it has been filed.
Anthony V. Coon,
#6269568
Attorney at Law
10 N. Galena Ave., Ste 210
Freeport, IL 61032

815/235-2212
Fax 815-232-5500
tonycoonlaw@aol.com

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

May 15, 22 & 29, 2024)
455534

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

JO DAVIESS COUNTY-
IN PROBATE

In Re the Matter
of the Estate of:
ESTHER E. HUIZENGA,
A/K/A ESTHER O.
HUIZENGA,
    Deceased.

No. 24-PR24

NOTICE FOR 
PUBLICATION - 

CLAIMS

Notice is given of the 
death of Esther E. Huiz-
enga, a/k/a Esther O. Hui-
zenga, of Apple River, Jo 
Daviess County, Illinois. 
Letters of Office were is-
sued on May 9, 2024, to:

Susan M. Huizenga
15366 Grebe St.

Bennington, NE 68007
as independent Executor of 
the Estate of Esther E. Hui-
zenga, a/k/a Esther O. Hui-
zenga, whose attorney is

Anthony V. Coon
Attorney At Law

10 N. Galena Ave.,
Ste. 210

Freeport, Illinois 61032
The estate will be ad-

ministered without Court 
supervision unless, under 
Section 28.4 of the Pro-
bate Act (755 ILCS 5/28-
4), any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any time 
by mailing or delivering a 
Petition To Terminate to 
the Clerk.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the office 
of the Clerk of the Court 

at the JoDaviess County 
Courthouse, 330 N. Bench 
St., Galena, Illinois 61036, 
or with the representative, 
or both, on or before No-
vember 25, 2024, and any 
claim not filed on or before 
said date is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the represen-
tative and to the attorney 
within ten (10) days after it 
has been filed.

Date: May 13, 2024.
Susan M. Huizenga,

Executor
By: Anthony V. Coon

Anthony V. Coon,
Attorney At Law

Anthony V. Coon,
#6269568
Attorney at Law
10 N. Galena Ave., 
Ste. 210
Freeport, IL 61032
815-235-2212
Fax 815-232-5500
tonycoonlaw@aol.com

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

May 22, 29, June 5, 2024)
455700

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING ON 

ROAD DISTRICT 
BUDGET

Notice is hereby given 
that a Tentative Budget 
and Appropriation Ordi-
nance for Road Purposes 
of the Township of Rush, 
in the County of Jo Da-
viess, State of Illinois, for 
the fiscal year beginning 
April 1, 2024, and ending 
March 31, 2025, will be on 
file and conveniently avail-
able to public inspection by 
appointment at the office 
of Garrett Toay, Township 
Supervisor, 115 W Main 
St, Warren, IL  61087, on 
or after 8:00 AM on May 
1, 2024.  

Notice is further given 
hereby that a public hear-
ing on said Budget and 

Appropriation Ordinance 
will be held at 7:00 PM on 
Tuesday, June 11, 2024 at 
the Rush Town Hall, 2999 
North Canyon Park Road, 
Stockton, IL 61085, and 
that final hearing and ac-
tion on this ordinance will 
be taken at this time.

_____________________
Ben Wooden, Town Clerk

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

May 29, 2024)
456152

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING ON 

TOWNSHIP BUDGET

Notice is hereby given 
that a Tentative Budget and 
Appropriation Ordinance 
for the Township of Rush, 
in the County of Jo Da-
viess, State of Illinois, for 
the fiscal year beginning 
April 1, 2024, and ending 
March 31, 2025, will be on 
file and conveniently avail-
able to public inspection by 
appointment at the office 
of Garrett Toay, Township 
Supervisor, 115 W Main 
St, Warren, IL  61087, on 
or after 8:00 AM on May 
1, 2024.  

Notice is further given 
hereby that a public hear-
ing on said Budget and 
Appropriation Ordinance 
will be held at 7:00 PM on 
Tuesday, June 11, 2024 at 
the Rush Town Hall, 2999 
North Canyon Park Road, 
Stockton, IL 61085, and 
that final hearing and ac-
tion on this ordinance will 
be taken at this time.

___________________
Garrett Toay, Supervisor

____________________
Ben Wooden, Town Clerk

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

May 29, 2024)
456153

LEGAL NOTICES

Grand Jury indictment for first 
degree murder

 On May 22, 2024, Stefevon Tripplett 
was served with a three-count grand jury 
indictment for the offense of First-Degree 
Murder stemming from an extensive 
investigation into a shooting incident that 
occurred on May 15, 2021. 

 On that date, Officers were called to 
the intersection of Frank Street and State 
Avenue at 1:43 p.m. When Officers arrived 
on scene, they discovered an unresponsive 
19-year-old male victim inside of a vehicle 
who had been shot multiple times. The 

victim was taken to FHN Hospital and later 
died as a result of being shot. 

 Stefevon Tripplett had already been 
incarcerated at the Stephenson County Jail 
for unrelated charges. He was served with 
the indictment and left in the custody of the 
Stephenson County Sheriff’s Office. 

 The public is reminded that the 
defendant is presumed innocent and 
is entitled to a fair trial, at which the 
government has the burden of proving guilt 
beyond a reasonable doubt.

who have sent a donation to 
help underwrite the Scoop 

Today/Shopper’s Guide. For 
those of you who haven’t 

done so in the past year, but 
enjoy this newspaper and 

would like to help us pay for 
its operation, please send a 
donation in any amount to:

c/oRock Valley Publishing, 1102 Ann St., Delavan, WI 53115
If you thInk youR nEWSPAPER IS WoRth

50¢ an issue, it would be $26.00; 75¢ an issue - $39.00 
or $1 an issue - $52.00

You won’t get a Scoop/Shopper’s Guide tote bag, an Apple gift card, or a 
discount on an extended car warranty. But you will get the satisfaction of 

knowing that you have helped support your favorite newspaper.

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

Phone______________________________

__ Please keep my
     paper coming: 453719

the Scoop Today Shopper’s Guide
READERS
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 help wanted

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

IT’S GARAGE SALE 
TIME AGAIN!

 real estate

 real estate

 transportation
Automobiles

1979 JEEP CJ5 6 cyl, 4 sp, 6.5’ 
plow, new blade. 3k OBO. 262-
282-1739.

2004 MONTE CARLO Mint 
condition. Mechanically sound. 
$10,000. Call 262-379-4161.

2005 CHRYSLER LIMITED 
Mechanically sound with docu-
ments. No rust. 141,000 miles, 
$9,000. Call 262-379-4161.

Boats
SEARS GAMEFISHER 14FT Fi-
berglas Tri-Hull, 18hp Evinrude, 
MinnKota, Lots more. Elkhorn 
$1450. Call or text 262-374-8602.

Campers and RVs
1994 WINNEBAGO WARRIOR 
22’ V8 454 engine, 97,200 miles. 
Newer tires, new battery, new 
sub floor and flooring. Rooftop 
A/C works great. Rust free, runs 
good and ready for travel! Some 
updates have been done to the 
interior, but still needs some mi-
nor finishing. Asking $11,500. 
Located near Rockford. Call 815-
520-0997.

2000 COUGAR FIFTH WHEEL 
Needs roof repair, must sell. 
$2,500 OBO. 847-946-7660.

2022 COACHMAN FREEDOM 
EXPRESS 20SE. $19,900. 262-
470-4083.

Farm Machinery
H&S 80 BU Spreader PTO driv-
en.  608-728-1629

JOHN DEERE 7000 4 row wide.  
W/no-till coulters, dry fertilizer & 
insecticide boxes.  608-728-1629

Motorcycles
1961 SPORSTER HARLEY 
Best Offer! 815-988-3710.

92 HONDA 750 Nighthawk. 50K 
miles. $1500. (414) 688-4008

Trucks & Trailers
2007 FORD F150 One owner, 
142,000 mi., new A/C & tires. 
$5,200. 847-946-7660.

CARGO TRAILER 5x8 En-
closed, needs cosmetic work. 
Elkhorn location $99 262-949-
6997.

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Burial Needs
7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to 
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva, 
WI 53147. This is a private sale. 
Contact Randy, the seller at 
randy@slpublishers.com.

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All 
real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it ille-
gal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex, dis-
ability, familiar/ status or national 
origin, or an intention to make 
any such preference,  limitation 
or discrimination. Familial status 
includes children under the age 
of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women 
and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This news-
paper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised in 
this newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. 
The toll-free tele phone number 
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$

If so, we wIll run your ad In THe
scoop Today and sHopper’s GuIde aT

No Charge!

Ads will not be accepted without the following information. Only one free ad per month.

YOUR NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you selling a single item for

less thaN $100?

$$$ $$$
Private Party Only

Just fill out the coupon below and mail to:
Rock Valley Publishing, FREE Ad,
1102 Ann. St., Delavan, WI 53115

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

45
42

87

Call
815-369-4112

for details
on placing an ad

Time To
Sell Your 
Home?

4
2
2
7
9
1

PRIVATE PARTY
ONLY.

Ad must be
prepaid.

Deadlines vary.

Call
815-877-4044

The Wheel Deal
Place your car, truck, motorcycle,

boat or RV for one price and it
runs for up to 16 weeks.

$1995
1st three lines

Extra lines are $1.95 each

17 Papers

Starts for 4 weeks and if not sold you call us
and we will renew at no additional charge!

(Maximum run 16 weeks total)

42
27

85

444841

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing is looking for a Part-

Time Advertising Sales Executive. 
Approximately 20 hours per week.

We publish newspapers, shoppers, and 
niche publications throughout the stateline. 
You have the opportunity to sell into all Rock 
Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making 
your paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:

Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising
Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com

Fax: (262) 725-6844

Auction  Deadline
is Noon Friday!

Contact Rhonda at rmarshall@rvpublishing.com 
for information on advertising.

 for sale

 garage 
 sales

PART TIME OFFICE HELP NEEDED
St. John’s Lutheran Church (LCMS) 
in Lena, IL, is in need of a part time 
secretary. The desired candidate will 
work approximately 20 hours/week 
(with a somewhat flexible schedule), 
be proficient in MS Word, greet visitors, 
answer phones, schedule those 
who serve during worship, be detail 
oriented, and be adaptable to learning 
and using new software when needed. 
For a more detailed job description 
and application, please call the church 
office at 815-369-4035. 456031

Stockton
CORNER OF BENTON AVE & 
HUDSON ST/STOCKTON Sat-
urday June 1st, 8am - 4pm. Multi 
Family Sale/Bake Sale! Albrecht 
Stars/Friends Relay for Life! Pies, 
Cookies, etc. Shelves, roll top 
desk, computer desk, file cabi-
net, dresser, electric motors, nice 
clothes, jewelry, china, perenni-
als, quilt, kerosene lamps, Bean-
ie Babies, lots more! All proceeds 
go to fight Cancer!
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Sullivan’s Foods | 103 W North Ave, Stockton | 815.947.3318 
Sullivan’s Foods | 201 Dodds Dr, Lena | 815.369.2311

Sullivan’s Foods | 703 N Elida St, Winnebago | 815.335.1501
OPEN 6AM TO 9PM  7 DAYS A WEEK

www.sullivansfoods.net

Copyright © 2024 A2 Advertising, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Written permission is required before use. SullivansFoods_051524_PAGE 1

Like and Follow us on www.facebook.com/sullivansfoods | Check us out or order online at www.sullivansfoods.net | We reserve the right to limit quantities and correct printing errors. All items not available at all stores. 
Sullivan’s Foods has hired a company called Telecheck to process all checks written at our stores. Telecheck has set guidelines in place for processing checks.

Telecheck has a $300 limit for check writing with purchases. If you have an order larger than $300, you may need to pay any remaining balance by cash, credit, or debit card.

Family Pack
USDA
80% LEAN
GROUND BEEF
PATTIES

3.99 lb

Hunt’s
KETCHUP
20 oz

99¢

Hellmann’s
MAYONNAISE
Select Varieties
30 oz

5.99

Vlasic
PICKLES
Select Varieties
16-24 oz

2/$5

VIDALIA 
ONIONS

1.29 lb

US Grade A 
BONELESS
CHICKEN BREAST
KABOB

6.99 lb

Ball Park
MEAT 
FRANKS
Select Varieties
15 oz

2/$5

Extra Large
YELLOW,
ORANGE,
RED OR GREEN
BELL PEPPERS

Royal Oak
PELLETS
20 lb

2/$10

Bakery Fresh
JUMBO 
KAISER 
ROLLS
6 ct

2.59
Best Choice 
BROWN, 
HONEY OR 
DIJON
MUSTARD
Select Varieties
12 oz

1.69

LOADED 
BAKED 
POTATO 
SALAD

4.29 lb

USDA Choice
BONELESS BEEF 
NEW YORK 
STRIP STEAKSGRI

LLING
•TIME •

IT'S

Royal Oak
CHARCOAL
Select Varieties
8-15.4 lb

6.99

Kraft
SINGLES
Select Varieties
16 oz

4.49

Prices Effective: Wednesday, May 15 thru Tuesday, May 21, 2024
ALL ITEMS WHILE SUPPLIES LAST I NO RAIN CHECKS I NO RETURNS I NO EXCHANGES

79¢
lb

Extra Large 
RED OR 
GREEN
GRAPES

2.49 lb

$8 ea 10 oz

SullivansFoods_052924_PAGE 2

PACKAGED MEATPACKAGED MEAT

FRESH MEATFRESH MEAT

Sullivan’s Signature
SUPER LEAN
GROUND
BEEF SIRLOIN

4.88lb

US Govt Insp
CENTER CUT 
PORK RIB CHOPS

2.29lb

US Govt Insp
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS

2.49lb

Sullivan’s Signature
US Govt Insp
THICK CUT
CENTER CUT
BONE-IN 
PORK CHOPS

2.49lb
US Grade A
BONELESS 
CHICKEN BREAST
Family Pack

2.69lb

Sullivan’s Signature
CHEESY CHEDDAR 
BACON SIRLOIN 
BURGER

5.99lb

US Govt Insp
ASSORTED 
BONE-IN 
PORK CHOPS

1.79lb

“FIRE 
UP THE 
GRILL!”

Nathan’s Famous
BEEF FRANKS
Select Varieties
10-12 oz

4.99

Eckrich
MEAT FRANKS
Select Varieties
12 oz

1.79
Integrity Foods
UNCOOKED CHICKEN 
PARTY WINGS
Individually Quick Frozen
5 lb

10.99
Swaggerty’s Farm
SAUSAGE 
PATTIES
Mild or Hot
45 oz

9.99
Johnsonville
FRESH OR  
FULLY COOKED
BREAKFAST SAUSAGE
Links or Patties
9.6-12 oz

3.99
Zatarain’s
SMOKED 
SAUSAGE
Select Varieties
14 oz

3.99

Bar-S
SLICED 
BOLOGNA
Regular or Thick
12 oz

2/$3
Jimmy Dean
Family Pack
PANCAKE 
SAUSAGE
Select Varieties
30 oz

8.99

Delimex
TAQUITOS
Select Varieties
21.6-23 oz

5.49

Oscar Mayer
VALUE 
LUNCHABLES
Select Varieties
1.3-1.9 oz

4/$5

Cacique
QUESO 
FRESCO
10 oz

2/$6

Cacique
CHORIZO
Select Varieties
9 oz

4/$5
Simply
MASHED 
POTATO OR
MAC & CHEESE 
SIDE DISHES
Select Varieties, 24 oz

2/$5
Hart
AUTHENTIC
CHICKEN 
ENTRÉES
Select Varieties
22-32 oz

5.99
Gary’s
QUICKSTEAK
Beef, Corned 
Beef or Chicken
12 oz

5.99
Jimmy Dean
SIMPLE 
SCRAMBLES,
BREAKFAST BITES 
OR OMELETTE 
MINIS
Select Varieties
3.2-5.35 oz

2/$5

Kentucky Legend
SLICED 
BACON
Original or Applewood
16 oz

3.49
Covered Wagon
SLICED 
BACON
10 lb

24.99

Buddig
LUNCH MEAT
Select Varieties
7-9 oz

2/$6
Buddig
FIXQUIX 
GRILLED CHICKEN
Grilled or Southwest
6 oz

2/$6

Prices Effective: Wednesday, May 29 thru Tuesday, June 4, 2024
SullivansFoods_052924_PAGE 2

PACKAGED MEATPACKAGED MEAT

FRESH MEATFRESH MEAT

Sullivan’s Signature
SUPER LEAN
GROUND
BEEF SIRLOIN

4.88lb

US Govt Insp
CENTER CUT 
PORK RIB CHOPS

2.29lb

US Govt Insp
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS

2.49lb

Sullivan’s Signature
US Govt Insp
THICK CUT
CENTER CUT
BONE-IN 
PORK CHOPS

2.49lb
US Grade A
BONELESS 
CHICKEN BREAST
Family Pack

2.69lb

Sullivan’s Signature
CHEESY CHEDDAR 
BACON SIRLOIN 
BURGER

5.99lb

US Govt Insp
ASSORTED 
BONE-IN 
PORK CHOPS

1.79lb

“FIRE 
UP THE 
GRILL!”

Nathan’s Famous
BEEF FRANKS
Select Varieties
10-12 oz

4.99

Eckrich
MEAT FRANKS
Select Varieties
12 oz

1.79
Integrity Foods
UNCOOKED CHICKEN 
PARTY WINGS
Individually Quick Frozen
5 lb

10.99
Swaggerty’s Farm
SAUSAGE 
PATTIES
Mild or Hot
45 oz

9.99
Johnsonville
FRESH OR  
FULLY COOKED
BREAKFAST SAUSAGE
Links or Patties
9.6-12 oz

3.99
Zatarain’s
SMOKED 
SAUSAGE
Select Varieties
14 oz

3.99

Bar-S
SLICED 
BOLOGNA
Regular or Thick
12 oz

2/$3
Jimmy Dean
Family Pack
PANCAKE 
SAUSAGE
Select Varieties
30 oz

8.99

Delimex
TAQUITOS
Select Varieties
21.6-23 oz

5.49

Oscar Mayer
VALUE 
LUNCHABLES
Select Varieties
1.3-1.9 oz

4/$5

Cacique
QUESO 
FRESCO
10 oz

2/$6

Cacique
CHORIZO
Select Varieties
9 oz

4/$5
Simply
MASHED 
POTATO OR
MAC & CHEESE 
SIDE DISHES
Select Varieties, 24 oz

2/$5
Hart
AUTHENTIC
CHICKEN 
ENTRÉES
Select Varieties
22-32 oz

5.99
Gary’s
QUICKSTEAK
Beef, Corned 
Beef or Chicken
12 oz

5.99
Jimmy Dean
SIMPLE 
SCRAMBLES,
BREAKFAST BITES 
OR OMELETTE 
MINIS
Select Varieties
3.2-5.35 oz

2/$5

Kentucky Legend
SLICED 
BACON
Original or Applewood
16 oz

3.49
Covered Wagon
SLICED 
BACON
10 lb

24.99

Buddig
LUNCH MEAT
Select Varieties
7-9 oz

2/$6
Buddig
FIXQUIX 
GRILLED CHICKEN
Grilled or Southwest
6 oz

2/$6

Prices Effective: Wednesday, May 29 thru Tuesday, June 4, 2024

Bakery/Catering Combo  
Packages Available starting 

as low as $229.99.  
See store for details!

Bakery Cake, Cookies, Cupcakes 
Packages Available starting 

as low as $44.99. 
See store for details!

Copyright © 2024 A2 Advertising, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Written permission is required before use. SullivansFoods_052924_PAGE 1

Like and Follow us on www.facebook.com/sullivansfoods | Check us out or order online at www.sullivansfoods.net | We reserve the right to limit quantities and correct printing errors. All items not available at all stores. 
Sullivan’s Foods has hired a company called Telecheck to process all checks written at our stores. Telecheck has set guidelines in place for processing checks.

Telecheck has a $300 limit for check writing with purchases. If you have an order larger than $300, you may need to pay any remaining balance by cash, credit, or debit card.

Certified Angus Beef® brand

BONELESS
TOP SIRLOIN

6.99 lb

MICHIGAN

ASPARAGUS

2.99 lb

SOUTHERN 
PEACHES

1.99 lb

2
Day 
Sale

JUNE
1 - 2
2024

Prices Effective: Wednesday, May 29 thru Tuesday, June 4, 2024

Bakery
ICED MINI 

CINNAMON 
ROLL

8 ct

1.99

Us Govt Insp
WHOLE

BONELESS 
PORK LOIN

1.99 lb

California
CHERRIES

3.99 lb

Deli Made
HOT 

ROTISSERIE
CHICKEN

6.99 ea

Blue Bunny
LOAD’D

SUNDAES
Select Varieties

8.5 oz

1.99

Blue Bunny
ICE CREAM 

OR NOVELTIES
Select Varieties

46-48 oz or 6-9 ct

3.99
WATERMELON

4.99 ea

Ice Mountain
SPRING
WATER
12-24 pk

4.99

Tru Moo
CHOCOLATE 

MILK
64 oz

2/$4

Brew Pub
LOTZZA
MOTZZA 

PIZZA
Select Varieties

20-26.82 oz

2/$11

Sliced 
for 

Free

SullivansFoods_052924_PAGE 3

OLD FASHIONED
BANANA PUDDING

2.99lb

Kretschmar Brand
HAM OFF
THE BONE

6.99lb

Sullivan’s Signature 
8 PIECE

FRIED CHICKEN
Two Each:

 Breast, Thighs, Legs & Wings

12.99

Kretschmar Brand
COLBY JACK 
CHEESE

6.99lb

JALAPENO
CHEDDAR

POTATO SALAD

4.99lb

Sliced 
to 

Order

Bakery Fresh 
FRENCH BREAD 

loaf

1.99

The Father’s Table 
VARIETY

CHEESECAKE 
6 inch

6.99

Deli Fish Fry Every Friday 
Enjoy Cod, Catfish Bites and more!

COOKIES 
& CREAM
LAYER CAKE  
White or Chocolate
8 inch layer

7.99

Sliced 
to 

Order

GOLDEN
POUND CAKE

14 oz

4.99ea

Jumbo
KAISER ROLLS

6 ct

2.29

DELIDELI

Kickin’ 
Chicken

BAKERYBAKERY

Prices Effective: Wednesday, May 29 thru Tuesday, June 4, 2024

Cake of the Week
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OLD FASHIONEDBANANA PUDDING
2.99lb

Kretschmar BrandHAM OFFTHE BONE

6.99lb

Sullivan’s Signature 8 PIECEFRIED CHICKENTwo Each: Breast, Thighs, Legs & Wings

12.99

Kretschmar BrandCOLBY JACK CHEESE

6.99lb

JALAPENOCHEDDARPOTATO SALAD

4.99lb

Sliced 
to 

Order

Bakery Fresh FRENCH BREAD 
loaf

1.99

The Father’s Table VARIETYCHEESECAKE 6 inch

6.99

Deli Fish Fry Every Friday Enjoy Cod, Catfish Bites and more!

COOKIES & CREAMLAYER CAKE  White or Chocolate8 inch layer

7.99

Sliced 
to 

Order

GOLDENPOUND CAKE14 oz

4.99ea

JumboKAISER ROLLS6 ct

2.29

DELIDELI

Kickin’ Chicken

BAKERYBAKERY

Prices Effective: Wednesday, May 29 thru Tuesday, June 4, 2024

Cake of the Week
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Community Garage Sales
Sat., June 1 • 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Some sales start earlier and end later
Please check listings for details.

Listings/maps available in the Clubhouse,
14A157 Canyon Club. Dr. on Wed., May 29

or at www.applecanyonlake.org

Potawatomi land transfer advances in Illinois House
Concerns 
remain over 
group’s plans 
for the area
By Peter Hancock
Capitol News illiNois

A bill that would help the 
Prairie Band Potawatomi 
Nation expand their newly 
established reservation in 
DeKalb County advanced 
out of a state House commit-
tee May 21, despite concerns 
about the tribe’s long-term 

plans for the property.
House Bill 4718 would au-

thorize the state to hand over 
what is now Shabbona Lake 
and State Park to the tribe for 
$1. It also allows the tribe 
and the Department of Natu-
ral Resources to enter into a 
land management agreement 
under which the land would 
remain open to the public for 
recreational use for an un-
specified period.

The bill is part of a larg-
er effort by the Potawatomi 
to reclaim land that many 
historians and legal experts 
now agree was illegally tak-

en from them in the mid-19th 
century. Since then, the tribe 
has been headquartered in 
northeast Kansas, but it has 
spent much of the last 20 
years trying to reestablish a 
reservation on land it once 
owned in Illinois.

Those efforts came to fru-
ition in April when the U.S. 
Department of the Interior 
agreed to place into trust 130 
acres the tribe had purchased 
in DeKalb County, making it 
the only federally recognized 
tribal land in Illinois. 

The proposed transfer of 
Shabbona Lake and State 

Park would add greatly to 
the acreage the tribe has ac-
quired so far, and that land 
presumably would become 
eligible for inclusion in the 
new reservation. But some 
homeowners in the area 
who’ve become accustomed 
to living next to a state park 
say they’re nervous about the 
kind of changes their new 
tribal neighbors could bring 
to the area.

“A casino. I mean obvi-
ously, we’ve all had that 
conversation,” Becky Oest, 
whose family owns a home 
on property adjacent to the 

newly designated reserva-
tion, told the House Execu-
tive Committee.

The Prairie Band 
Potawatomi currently oper-
ate a hotel and casino com-
plex on their reservation just 
north of Topeka, Kansas. 
But tribal chairman Joseph 
“Zeke” Rupnick assured the 
House committee the tribe 
has no such plans for the 
property in Illinois.

“That has not been our 
intention,” Rupnick said. 
“Thirty years ago, when 
there was no gaming in Illi-
nois, we definitely pushed in 

that direction. Today, we’re 
just trying to make sure that 
we get the land secure.”

Rupnick insisted the tribe’s 
immediate plans are to work 
with IDNR to keep the prop-
erty open for public recre-
ation. But some Republicans 
on the committee questioned 
why, if the bill becomes law, 
the state should continue to 
pay for operation of park 
land that it would no longer 
own.

The bill passed out of the 
committee on an 8-4 partisan 
vote. It now awaits final ac-
tion in the House and Senate.
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