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River Ridge FFA Ag Day
	 The River Ridge FFA Chapter hosted its annual Elementary Ag Day on Mon-
day, April 29. Students learned all about agriculture, farm animals, flowers, and 
more. Junior Brynn Fry helps one of the classes plant their flowers to take 
home.
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The Lena Lions Club would 
like to thank area residents 

who supported the 
Lena Lions Tootsie 

Pop Days!

We can now help those 
in need. 

THANK YOU everyone 
who contributed.

Sincerely,
The Lena Lions Club

454481

Thank You

The family of Larry Nichols, would like to express aThe family of Larry Nichols, would like to express a
heartfelt thank you to all of you who have extendedheartfelt thank you to all of you who have extended

your sympathies, love & support since the the time ofyour sympathies, love & support since the the time of
his passing. You are truly what got us through thishis passing. You are truly what got us through this

difficult time.difficult time.

Special thank yous to the Warren Ambulance, WarrenSpecial thank yous to the Warren Ambulance, Warren
Police Department,Police Department,    Apple River Fire Department,Apple River Fire Department,

Memorial Hospital of Lafayette County & Leamon’sMemorial Hospital of Lafayette County & Leamon’s
Funeral Home.Funeral Home.    

We extend a sincere thank you to the wonderfulWe extend a sincere thank you to the wonderful
assistance given to us by Shawn Saunders, Duaneassistance given to us by Shawn Saunders, Duane

Maupin, Tim Toepfer, Paul Stadel, Brianna Trost, StaceyMaupin, Tim Toepfer, Paul Stadel, Brianna Trost, Stacey
Winter, Danielle Cline & Ashley Hartzell.Winter, Danielle Cline & Ashley Hartzell.  

Larry will be remembered as a man of honor who wasLarry will be remembered as a man of honor who was
outspoken. He had a heart of gold to those near andoutspoken. He had a heart of gold to those near and
dear to his heart. He wasdear to his heart. He was    the fixer of all things, andthe fixer of all things, and

the endless love he had for his 3 ladies.the endless love he had for his 3 ladies.

We will be gathering on July 20th at his home in AppleWe will be gathering on July 20th at his home in Apple
River, to share some of our favorite memories, ourRiver, to share some of our favorite memories, our
favorite stories, to laugh, to cry, and remember thisfavorite stories, to laugh, to cry, and remember this

wonderful man, who will greatly be missed.wonderful man, who will greatly be missed.  

With Love,With Love,  

A heartfelt Thank youA heartfelt Thank you

Margaret, Jessi & Kensli 
Nichols

455235

Obituaries
Donald Brown

	Donald F Brown, age 82 
of Lena, passed away May 
2, 2024, at the Lena Living 
Center after two years of 
declining health.  He was 
surrounded by love from his 
family and friends during his 
last few days. He was born 
January 13, 1942, to John 
and Vivian (Boumgarden) 
Brown.  He grew up in Dix-
on, IL, and graduated from 
Dixon High School in 1960.  
He met his bride, Patricia L 
Dempsey, at the Dixon Dog 
n’ Suds (the Dixon version of 
the Lena Drive Inn), where 
she was a car hop. They mar-
ried on September 4, 1965, 
and shared 58 years togeth-
er.  They were blessed with 
two daughters, Brenda and 
Kathy.  

	The family lived in Grand 
Detour and Franklin Grove, 
IL before moving to Lena 
in 1980, where has lived 
for the past 44 years.  Don 
worked for Commonwealth 
Edison for 38 years, retiring 
in 2005. He spent his retire-
ment years helping Pat with 
her real estate business and 
maintaining various rental 
properties owned by him and 
Pat.  He was often seen driv-
ing around Lena in one of his 
many classic cars, window 
rolled down and arm resting 
on the door.

	He has an extensive model 
train collection and enjoyed 
sharing it with his grandsons 
and any interested extended 
family or community mem-
ber.  He stated he wanted to 
be remembered for his work 
ethic, which he has passed 
on to his daughters.  He stat-
ed he had three loves in this 
world, his wife and daugh-
ters, grandsons, and his pas-
sion for classic cars. He was 

a member of 
St. John’s 
L u t h e r a n 
Church and 
the Lena 
Lions Club. 
He was the 
c h a i r m a n 
of the street 
c o m m i t t e e 

for Fall Festival for 40 years 
and was very proud at the 
success of Fall Festival. 

	Don is survived by his 
wife, Pat of Lena, children 
Brenda (Bob) Werhane of 
Lena, IL, Kathy (Alan) Car-
da of Eagan, MN; Grandchil-
dren Fritz (Amy) Werhane 
of McFarland, WI, Adam(-
Credence) Werhane of Lena;  
Aleks and Georgiy Carda of 
Eagan, MN Great-grandchil-
dren; Bryce Werhane and 
Vivian Werhane. beloved 
grand dogs: Captain, Rookie, 
and Aspen. Brother Russell 
(Sue) Brown of New Lenox, 
IL and special friend of the 
family Jacyn Stultz (Jon) 
Harris of Rowley, MA.  Don 
was preceded in death by 
his parents, John and Vivan 
Brown, and Brother Warren 
Brown.

	Funeral services will be 
held 11 a.m. on Thursday, 
May 9, 2024, at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church in Lena, 
IL. A visitation will be from 
4 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Wednes-
day, May 8, 2024, at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church in 
Lena, IL. Burial will take 
place at Lena Burial Park in 
Lena, IL. Pastor Jason Shaw 
will officiate the services. 
In lieu of flowers, a memo-
rial has been established for 
the Lena Lions Club and for 
St. John’s Lutheran Church. 
Condolences may be sent to 
the family at www.leamonfh.
com.

Emma Emanuelson
	Emma Grace Emanuel-

son, age 13, of Stockton, IL 
passed away unexpectedly at 
her home surrounded by her 
family, on April 30, 2024.  
Emma was born on April 14, 
2011, in Freeport, IL to Tonya 
(Townsend) Nolan and Eric 
Emanuelson.  She was cur-
rently in 7th grade at Stockton 
Middle School. Mr. Richard-
son was her favorite teacher. 

	Emma was involved in 
band and track at school and 
enjoyed helping her Grandma 
Sue at the Sidetrack in Apple 
River, IL.  She was the silliest 
girl, with the best personality 
and the best jokes. She was 
loveable, fearless and plea-
sure to be around. Emma was 
happiest outdoors.  Horse-
back riding, climbing trees, 
playing around the cars, hunt-
ing with her papa Bob, grand-
ma Pat, going to demolition 
derbies, and helping her dad 
Mike build and work on the 
cars, and being with her fami-
ly and friends were her favor-
ite things to do.  

	Emma is survived by her 
parents: Tonya and Mike No-
lan of Stockton; siblings: Kar-
mon, Cora, and Koy; grand-
parents: Charles and Brittney 
Townsend, and Robert and 
Patty Nolan; great-grand-
parents: Thomas and Teresa 
Townsend, and Susan Kriebs; 
great great grandma Julie 

S c h m i d t ; 
uncle Case 
Townsend , 
and numer-
ous great 
aunts, great 
u n c l e s , 
cousins, and 
friends.

E m m a 
was preceded in death by her 
grandparents: Cendra Wills, 
Jeanette Townsend, Dennis 
and Marilyn Emanuelson, 
and her great-great grandpar-
ents: Ernie Schmidt, Doris 
and Gene VanLent and S.A 
and Margaret Townsend, and 
her friend and classmate, Eli 
“Melon” Henderson.

	Funeral services will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Saturday, 
May 11, 2024, at the Stock-
ton Elementary School Gym-
nasium (formerly the middle 
school) in Stockton, IL.

A visitation will be from 4 
p.m. to 7 p.m. on Friday, May 
10, 2024, at the Stockton El-
ementary School Gymnasium 
in Stockton, IL.

	A private family burial will 
take place at the Nora Com-
munity Cemetery in Nora, IL.

John Lee will officiate the 
services. In lieu of flowers, 
a memorial has been estab-
lished in Emma’s memory. 
Condolences may be sent to 
the family at www.leamonfh.
com.

Foster Heller
	Foster D. Heller, age 95 

of Stockton, IL passed away 
Monday, April 29, 2024, sur-
rounded by his children. The 
funeral service were held 
Monday, May 6, 2024, at 
Holy Cross Catholic Church 
in Stockton. Interment took 
place at Holy Cross Catholic 
Cemetery in Stockton. 

	Foster was born Nov. 21, 
1928, in Scales Mound, IL 
to Reynold and Ella (Siegel) 
Heller. He went to Scales 
Mound school and graduat-
ed from East Dubuque High 
School after his family moved 
to that area. He married the 
love of his life Rosemary 
(Ricke) on October 1, 1949, 
in Menominee, IL He was 
employed at John Deere Co 
before entering his passion of 
farming in 1954 where he and 
his wife moved to Woodbine, 
IL. He was a dairy farmer for 
45 years as he had a deep pas-
sion for working with cattle 
and living the life of a farmer. 
After retiring he continued to 
help his son-in-law Grant on 
Offenheiser Farms in Derin-
da. He and his wife moved 
to Stockton in 2003. 

	Foster was a member of the 
Knights of Columbus, a for-
mer 4-H leader, and a mem-
ber of Holy Cross Catholic 
Church in which he served on 
the building committee when 
the church was built. He loved 
playing euchre and played in 
many different card clubs. He 

was a great 
husband, fa-
ther, grand-
pa, and great 
grandpa and 
was loved by 
all his fami-
ly and close 
friends who 
knew him. 

	He is survived by and will 
be deeply missed by one son 
and three daughters. Sha-
ron (Richard) Kump, Stock-
ton, Kathy Knauer (Patrick 
Breen), Lacon, IL, Stan 
(Deanna) Heller, McFarland, 
WI, Donna (Grant) Offen-
heiser, Elizabeth, IL. Sev-
en grandchildren, Melissa 
(Justin), Matthew (Victoria), 
Keri Ann, Kyle (Nikki), Jack, 
Claire, and Michael (Abby). 
Eight great grandchildren, 
Elyse, Audra, Owen, Abigail, 
Andrew, Wells, Willa, and 
Hayes.   He was preceded in 
death by his wife of 67 years, 
one sister, Joyce Meyer, and 
6 brothers, Harold, Lester, 
Clayton, Arnold, Robert, 
Billy and  son-in-law, David 
Knauer. 

	We would like to thank 
dad’s close neighbors who 
always had a watchful  eye 
on him, Janet Broshous and 
Denny and Kathi Starr and his 
pew friend in church, Kathy 
Talbert.  In lieu of flowers, 
a memorial fund has been 
established. Condolences 
may be shared at www.
hermannfuneralhome.com.

Loretta J. Cheeney
	Loretta J. Cheeney, 82, of 

Lena, IL formerly of Kent, 
passed away peacefully with 
her family by her side on 
Sunday, April 28, 2024, at 
the Lena Living Center. She 
was born on June 22, 1941, 
in Freeport, IL to Martin 
and Ida (Duzan) Moe.  Lo-
retta was a 1959 graduate of 
Shannon High School.   

	Loretta worked at a 
restaurant in Lanark where 
she met the love of her life, 
Franklin Cheeney. They 
were united in marriage on 
August 1, 1959.  She retired 
after 29 years from Atwoods 
Automotive in Stockton 
where she was an arc welder.

	In Loretta’s younger 
years, she belonged to the 
Bethel United Methodist 
Church in Shannon.  She en-
joyed horses and trail riding 
and traveling with Frankie in 
their younger years.  Loretta 
was a Union Steward at At-
woods Automotive in Stock-
ton.  She was a dreamer and 
an animal lover.  She loved 
spending time with her fam-
ily, especially eating meals 
where her grandchildren 
joined her.

	Loretta is survived by 

her sons 
Leon (Lori) 
Cheeney of 
Kent, IL and 
Troy (Mary) 
Cheeney of 
Janesvi l le , 
WI, grand-
c h i l d r e n ; 
A m a n d a 

Cheeney, Benjamin (Lex-
ie Joiner) Cheeney, Joseph 
(Marlena) Cheeney, Aus-
tin (Tina) Cheeney, Kyle 
Clement, Carson Clement, 
Jeff Cheeney, Tamra (Jason) 
Brown, and Caleb Cheeney, 
seven great-grandchildren, 
a sister Blondena Best, and 
several nieces and nephews.

	She was preceded in 
death by her parents, hus-
band Frank, two sons; Curtis 
and Lonnie Cheeney, brother 
Howard Moe, and a sister 
Deloris Campbell.

	Funeral services were 
held on Friday, May 3, 2024, 
at the Leamon Funeral Home 
in Lena, IL. Ken Lawson of-
ficiated the services. Burial 
will took place at Lena Buri-
al Park in Lena, IL. A memo-
rial has been established in 
her name. Condolences may 
be sent to the family at www.
leamonfh.com.

Michael Binns
	Michael T. Binns was born 

February 25, 1960, at the Sa-
vanna, IL Hospital. He passed 
away December 25, 2023, at 
Rockford St. Anthony’s Hos-
pital. 

	Michael graduated from 
Elizabeth High School in 
Elizabeth, IL. He worked at 
Kelly Springfield and later at 
Titon Tires in Freeport. He 
was in the Army from 1981-
1984 and was in Panama for 
two years. Later, he was in the 
Army Reserves until 2020. In 
1991 he married Rose Stanger 

in Freeport. Later divorcing 
and moving to Rockford, IL. 

	He is survived by his moth-
er, Marian Binns; two sisters, 
Cheryl (Gary) Jay and Car-
olyn Holmer; one brother, 
James (Valerie); one adopted 
son; one step son; one step 
daughter; nieces and neph-
ews; and step grandchildren.

	A private family service 
will be held. Interment will 
take place at Ladies Union 
Cemetery. A memorial fund 
has been established. Condo-
lences may be shared at www.
hermannfuneralhome.com.
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Come to Lena This Weekend

Don’t Miss the Town
Wide Garage Sales
Friday, May 10 &
Saturday, May 11
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NASA launches ‘out of this world’ partnership with U.S. ag
By Hannah Spangler
FarmWeek

Working with NASA might 
seem out of this world, but a 
new program aims to show 
the public that NASA is in 
agriculture on Earth, not just 
in space.

On April 23, farmers, re-
searchers and other stake-
holders met at the University 
of Illinois for the inaugural 
NASA Acres Symposium.

“When you think about 
NASA, you think about 
launching rockets or launch-
ing satellites, but one of the 
biggest NASA programs is 
Earth Science,” said Kaiyu 
Guan, founder of the Agro-
ecosystem Sustainability 
Center at U of I.

In March 2023, NASA 
Acres was established to 
bridge the gap between space 
and farms. The program aims 
to strengthen U.S. agriculture 
by answering some of the 
most pressing challenges fac-
ing the industry.

NASA Acres works with 
agriculturalists throughout 
the U.S. to see how NASA’s 
resources can be used to help 
farmers.

Guan, who is also the chief 
scientist for NASA Acres, 
said the satellite Earth Obser-
vation based data can be used 
to track and predict the im-
pacts of weather and climate, 
pest damage and soil tillage.

NASA satellite data can 
also be used to monitor nu-
trient loss and deficiencies 
and help farmers understand 
the impacts of practices like 
planting cover crops.

“We’ve been extensive-
ly working on crop nitrogen 
concentration,” Guan told 
FarmWeek. “We’ve started to 
have confidence that we can 
sense how much nitrogen has 
been absorbed by crops.”

Guan said that by integrat-
ing all available data, farm-
ers can determine optimal 
management practices for 
rotation patterns, cover crop 

adoption and tillage methods. 
“This can help the whole sys-
tem reduce nitrogen loss,” he 
said.

Alyssa Whitcraft, NASA 
Acres executive director and 
associate research professor 
at the University of Mary-
land, said although NASA 
has been involved with ag-
riculture since the 1970s, 
there has been a disconnect 
between the data and the 
farmer.

But throughout the past de-
cade, Whitcraft said NASA 
has focused more on con-
necting with farmers to find 
the data that helps them.

Whitcraft said one of the 
main objectives of the pro-
gram is to ensure NASA 
Acres’ data can be integrated 
into some of the tools farm-
ers already use. More than 
30 agriculture and research 
groups, including Illinois 
Farm Bureau and U of I, are 
helping the program achieve 
this goal.

“Whether farmers use a 
preferred system for visual-
ization when they’re inside 
their combine or their spray-
er, we would like our data 
and our tools to enrich that,” 
Whitcraft said.

The next step is to inform 
farmers that they can access 
findings, data and tools and 
continue to provide their in-
put through NASAacres.org.

“We know that success 
is predicated on farmer in-
volvement,” Whitcraft said. 
“Our mission, paid for by 
public dollars, is to support 
farmers in having a produc-
tive, sustainable and resilient 
system to support their rural 
communities for decades and 
generations to come.”

This story was distributed 
through a cooperative proj-
ect between Illinois Farm 
Bureau and the Illinois 
Press Association. For more 
food and farming news, visit 
FarmWeekNow.com.

Blackhawk Unit of SCAHCE
	The regular monthly meeting of the Blackhawk Unit 

of SCAHCE will be held on Thursday May 16, 2024, 
at 1 p.m. at the Pearl City Library.  Becky Thomas will 
give the lesson on “Fair History” with the roll call being 
a memory from the fair.  Joyce Bonnet and Jo Wenzel 
will be bringing a raffle item.  All SCAHCE meetings 
are open to anyone who would like to attend.

Elizabeth Blood Drive
	The Elizabeth Community Blood Drive will be 

held on Monday, May 13, 2024, from 12:30 p.m. to 5 
p.m.  The blood drive is co-sponsored by Knights of 
Columbus #10212 and St. Paul Lutheran Church.

	Appointments are encouraged. To schedule, visit 
RedCrossBlood.org and search sponsor code ElizabethIL 
Download the Blood Donor App, call 1-800-RED 
CROSS or 1-800-733-2767

SSM Health to host Blood Drive in 
Monroe

	SSM Health welcomes the community to participate 
in its Community Blood Drive on Tuesday, May 7. The 
Blood Drive will run from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the St. 
Clare Conference Center at the main clinic located at 
515 22nd Avenue in Monroe.

	Appointments are encouraged but not required. To 
schedule, please visit www.bloodcenter.org or call SSM 
Health Monroe Hospital Volunteer Services Coordinator, 
Mary Berger, at 608-324-1569. Please eat before 
donating and bring a photo ID. All donors will have the 
choice of a gift card, a donation to Best Friends Animal 
Society, or bonus points.

News briefs

393040



Page 4        THE SCOOP TODAY / SHOPPER’S GUIDE        Wednesday, May 8, 2024

Farm, Homes & Cabins, Commercial, Horse, Garage, Wood Shop

Custom Designed &
Value Engineered

• Financing available
• Digital Floor Planner
• Customized, in-house Engineering 
   and manufacturing to suit your needs

Get started at ClearyBuilding.com

800-373-5550 • ClearyBuilding.com
Featuring:

Oregon, IL
815-732-9101
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M6 Painting & Wallcovering

Samuel Martinez • Lena, IL • 608-214-4662
smartinez@m6paintingwallcovering.com

Scan the QR code to see our Facebook page!

House Painting - Interior - Exterior - Wallcovering - Quality Assured
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BRUCE GORDEE RETIREMENT AUCTION 
SATURDAY MAY 18TH 2024 – 9:30 AM 

7841 County Rd M Browntown WI 53522 
 Bruce Has Decided To Sell His Property And Slow Down, We Will Be Selling A Full Line Of 

Shop Equipment, Collectable Antiques, Trailers, Skid Steer, Lawn Mower & Much More! 

Powers Auction Service 
110 E Murray St  

Browntown WI 53522 

For More Information Visit: www.powersauction.com  - Office: (608) 439-5761 

Case 1840 Skid Steer, Polaris Indy Classic Snowmobile, Farmall Cub Tractor, IH Super M 
Farmall Tractor, 2021 John Deere Z920M Zero Turn Mower, Large Tool Cabinets, Tool Boxes, 

JCT S/L Rototiller 72”, Lots of Tools, Antiques, Primitives, & Shop Equipment and MUCH MORE!! 

455128

www.edwardjones.com

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor

640 W. South St, #4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

F
D

I-
18

6
7H

-A

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor
.

640 W South St 4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

Member SIPC

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 04/30/24. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-
issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per 
depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please 
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to 
availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest 
rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can 
lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal 
may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution 
of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are 
issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the 
Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

9-month

5.15%
APY*

1-year

5.15%
APY*

2-year

4.95%
APY*
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Immigrant advocates tout new report 
showing benefits of state-funded health plans
Noncitizen health care cost estimates have continued to decline since Pritzker capped enrollment

By Peter Hancock
and Jerry Nowicki
Capitol News Illinois

Immigrant rights advocates 
on April 26 continued to push 
for one of their top budget pri-
orities: full funding for state-
run health care programs that 
benefit noncitizens, regardless 
of their immigration status.

Those programs offer health 
coverage for low-income indi-
viduals who would otherwise 
qualify for Medicaid if not for 
their immigration status. They 
have been the source of con-
troversy in the General Assem-
bly, especially after the initial 
cost of the programs far out-
paced the original estimates, 
forcing Gov. JB Pritzker’s ad-
ministration to begin capping 
enrollment and instituting oth-
er cost-cutting measures last 
year.

But advocates for those pro-
grams unveiled a new report 
April 26 by the University of 
Illinois Chicago’s Great Cities 
Institute that purports to show 

how the benefits of providing 
health coverage to the state’s 
immigrant population extend 
beyond those individuals to 
their families, communities 
and society at large.

“Ample research has shown 
that coverage improves labor 
force participation, which adds 
value to tax bases and reduces 
the need for financial assis-
tance,” Samantha Sepulveda, 
one of the authors of the report, 
said at a gathering of program 
supporters April 26 in Chica-
go. “It increases early disease 
detection which reduces long-
term medical costs. It relieves 
financial hardship which helps 
individuals and members of 
their household and also im-
proves health outcomes.”

The report focuses on two 
programs that provide Med-
icaid-like health coverage to 
noncitizen adults—Health 
Benefits for Immigrant Se-
niors, which began in 2020 
and covers noncitizens age 65 
and older; and Health Benefits 

for Immigrant Adults, which 
began in 2021 and now covers 
noncitizens age 42-64.

Although the programs offer 
health benefits similar to those 
provided under Medicaid, they 
do not qualify for federal cost 
sharing under Medicaid and, 
thus, are funded entirely with 
state resources.

The state has offered re-
duced-cost health care cover-
age to noncitizen children un-
der 18 in its All Kids Program 
since 2006.

Key findings
The report argues that non-

citizens are employed at a 
slightly higher rate than the 
adult population as a whole 
in Illinois, so providing that 
group with health coverage 
promotes a healthier and more 
productive labor force.

It also argues that medical 
coverage reduces financial 
strain and medical debt for a 
group that would otherwise 
be uninsured and that cover-
ing noncitizen adults results in 
improved developmental out-
comes for their children.

In addition, it argues that 
insuring the noncitizen pop-
ulation results in many of the 
same economic benefits as in-
creasing coverage rates among 
the rest of society. Recipients 
will be less likely to postpone 
needed care, according to the 
report, which in turn prevents 
unnecessary emergency room 
usage, the costs of which 

are either never recovered or 
spread to those with insurance. 
The report noted the programs 
also improve overall health 
outcomes by encouraging rou-
tine checkups and preventive 
care.

According to the state’s De-
partment of Healthcare and 
Family Services, which over-
sees the programs, they cost 
$618 million combined in fis-
cal year 2023. Advocates from 
the Healthy Illinois campaign, 
which unveiled the report April 
26, noted that accounts for just 
0.6 percent of the state’s total 
budget, or about 1.2 percent 
of the state’s General Revenue 
Fund budget. 

But as lawmakers sat down 
to approve the state’s budget 
last spring, Pritzker’s adminis-
tration had projected the costs 
could rise to as high as $1.1 
billion for fiscal year 2024. 
While advocates continued 
calls to expand the program to 
serve immigrants between the 
ages of 18 and 42, lawmakers 
ultimately gave the gover-
nor authority to limit enroll-
ment and cap general revenue 
spending on the programs at 
$550 million.

Pritzker, meanwhile, has 
proposed $629 million in 
spending on the program in 
the upcoming fiscal year that 
begins July 1, including a $440 
million appropriation from the 
General Revenue Fund. An 
estimated $100 million would 
come from a federal emergen-
cy services match, with $50 
million coming from drug re-
bate payments and $40 million 
from a state tax on Medicaid 
managed care organizations. 

Pritzker’s fiscal year 2025 
funding plan drew praise from 

the Healthy Illinois campaign 
after the governor unveiled it in 
February. The coalition’s state-
ment drew a more conciliatory 
tone than when it accused the 
governor of “aligning himself 
with anti-immigrant Republi-
cans” for placing enrollment 
caps on the program months 
earlier.

“We recognize the real fiscal 
challenges facing the state, but 
urge both the General Assem-
bly and the governor to pass a 
FY25 budget that fully funds 
the existing HBIA and HBIS 
programs as they currently ex-
ist in statute, with no caps and 
no co-pays,” Healthy Illinois 
Director Tovia Siegel said in 
a statement after the budget 
address. 

Enrollment caps and cost 
trends

Pritzker’s enrollment caps 
for the HBIA program took 
effect on July 1, 2023, and the 
HBIS program was capped 
when it hit 16,500 enrollees 
weeks later. 

Since then, enrollment in 
the programs has remained 
paused, and total enrollment 
has dropped from a high of 
about 69,300 in November 
2023, to 66,430 as of the agen-
cy’s April 9 report. 

In March, HFS also noted 
it would begin the standard 
Medicaid redetermination pro-
cess for the two programs. In 
March, a spokesperson said 
approximately 450 individuals 
are likely to be moved to Med-
icaid because they are legal 
permanent residents of at least 
five years; an estimated 5,200 
individuals will be “closed” as 
of May 1 because they are no 
longer eligible; and approxi-

mately 6,000 individuals will 
lose coverage through the re-
determination process. 

Another roughly 6,300 in-
dividuals who have been legal 
permanent residents for less 
than five years will lose cover-
age and be referred to the Af-
fordable Care Act Marketplace 
for alternative coverage.

The state also began tran-
sitioning enrollees from fee-
for-service plans to Medic-
aid managed care, a system 
through which private insurers 
known as managed care or-
ganizations contract with the 
state to oversee routine and 
follow-up health care. An HFS 
update on program enrollment 
dated April 9 noted more than 
45,500 enrollees had been 
transferred to managed care 
while 17,879 remained in fee-
for-service plans. 

The state also negotiated 
with managed care organi-
zations to allow—but not re-
quire—them to charge copays 
or co-insurance for certain ser-
vices provided. CountyCare in 
Cook County, where most pro-
gram participants are served, 
has chosen not to charge those 
fees. 

As of April 9, HFS projects 
the program to cost $697 mil-
lion in fiscal year 2024. Those 
estimates are based on the 
number of enrollees and their 
average monthly costs, and 
they can fluctuate each month 
based on retroactive claims ad-
justments, provider rate chang-
es and program enrollment, 
among other factors. 

While higher than what’s 
budgeted in general revenues, 
the estimates have decreased 
significantly since September, 
when the agency projected 
the programs would cost $831 
million in the first report fol-
lowing the announcement of 
enrollment caps. 

In February, an HFS spokes-
person said state cost-saving 
measures—as well as reve-
nue-generating measures such 
as taking advantage of a new 
federal claiming methodology 
for emergency services—will 
help bring costs in line with 
the allocated budget amount. 
Additionally, the state expects 
the per-month costs for pa-
tients to continue to decrease 
as enrollees receive more reg-
ular care.

“Taking together these 
changes, we anticipate our 
costs will be in line with our 
budget projections as we near 
the end of the fiscal year, keep-
ing in mind that these are still 
relatively new programs where 
costs have not been as stable 
as in more established pro-
grams,” a spokesperson said in 
a statement. 

434270

IN-HOME TECHNICAL SUPPORT
Computers/Printers
 Modems/Routers

Smart Phones/Tablets
Smart TVs & Soundbars

Camera Doorbells
Security Cameras

Streaming Services

Certified IT Technician
15 years experience
17,000 service calls

Next-day service

Serving all of
Stephenson County

(815) 275-7155
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453682

The Scoop Today
Will Be Featuring This Year’s 

Stockton Town Garage Sales
To Be Held  Friday, June 14 &

Saturday, June 15
If you have any questions, 
Call Cyndee Stiefel 

Today at 815-369-4112
or email 

lenaads@rvpublishing.com

Name ___________________________________
Address _________________________________
 ________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________

Sign Up Now! Registration Form

IncludesMap & Advertising 
in  The Shopper’s Guide & The Scoop Today

Mail form and payment to: 
Rock Valley Publishing, LLC

1102 Ann Street
Delavan, WI 53115

Deadline to sign up is noon on Wednesday, June 5

Please Sign Up EARLY. Early Registration is Appreciated!!

Include address in boxes below

$13.00 

MUST BE PREPAID

Include address  and 

garage sale items in boxes 

below. 1 letter per box. 

Including spaces between 

words and punctuation.

God Is Love
Schapville Zion 

Presbyterian Church

635  E. Schapville Road
Elizabeth, IL 61028

www.schapvillezion.org

Celebrate God’s Love at
10:00 a.m. worship

64751

635 E. Schapville Rd.
Elizabeth, IL 61028

www.schapvillezion.org
815-845-2272

395526

Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church

	All are invited to worship 
at Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, 118 E. Mason St. 
Lena, IL on Sunday, May 
12, 2024. This week’s gospel 
reading is from the Gospel 
John 17:6-19.

	On Wednesday, May 15 the 
Peace Corps Quilting group 
will meet from 8 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m.  No quilting experience 
necessary and all are wel-
come to join. Come and tie 
the quilts and make difference 
in the world.

	All the services will be 
recorded and be available 
on church’s Facebook page 
and website. Please visit our 
website and (http://goodshep-
herdlena.org/) and Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/
GSLCLenaIL) for informa-
tion. Please contact the church 
office at 815-369-5552 with 
any questions. 

St. John’s Lutheran 
Church 

	St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Pearl City, will cel-
ebrate the seventh Sunday of 
Easter on Sunday, May 12.  

	Everyone is welcome to 
come to St. John’s to play 
cards and dominoes on Tues-
day, May 23 at 1 p.m.  

	The May Grace Meal will 

be on Sunday, May 19.  Meals 
can be picked up between 11 
a.m. and 12:30 p.m. on May 
19.   Reservations are due in 
the church office by Thurs-
day, May 16.  The menu will 
be BBQ,  potato chips, green 
bean  casserole, peaches, and 
cookies.   This meal is pos-
sible due to donations and a 
grant from the Foundation of 
Northwest Illinois.

	The Healthy Wolves group 
will be packing backpacks on 
Thursday, May 9 at 3:15 p.m. 
If interested in donating to 
this ministry, reach out to the 
church office for more infor-
mation.

	The Stewardship/Outreach 
committee will be at the PC 
laundromat on Saturday, May 
11 from 8 a.m. until 12 p.m. 
celebrating Laundry Love.  
People can bring their clothes 
and bedding that day and the 
committee will have deter-
gent, bleach, fabric softener, 
and fabric sheets for everyone 
to use.   They will also have 
plenty of quarters to help pay 
for the machines as well.	

	St. John’s Lutheran Church 
of Pearl City is an ELCA 
parish and is located at 229 
First St. in Pearl City.  We are 
handicapped accessible.   If 
you need to contact the pastor 
or church, you may call 815-
443-2215 for information.

Church news

submitted Photo Rock Valley Publishing

Little Blackhawks
	 Pictured are the Stockton Elementary Little Blackhawks of the week. These students have been recognized for 
doing great work and having excellent behavior.  Congratulations for doing great things at school.

By
Annette
Eggers 
Jo Daviess 
County Farm 
Bureau

Around the Northern Hills
	There are only a few more 

days to vote for your favorite 
burger! Three eateries have a 
seat at the table and can claim 
the top spot in the contest 
via voting that is currently 
underway.  Participants have 
until May 14 to vote for their 
favorite burger.  

	The top three nominees 
include:  Chubz Pub & Grub, 
Dirty Gurts, and Thumser’s 
19th Hole. The winning 
restaurant will be announced 
on May 15 on the Jo Daviess 
County Farm Bureau 
Facebook page as well as 
other media sources and will 
win a plaque and a one-year 
Farm Bureau membership.  
All participants who 
nominated or voted for a top 
restaurant will automatically 
be entered for a random 
drawing for a $50 Lena Maid 
Meats gift card. 

	People may go to www.
jodaviesscfb.com or the Jo 
Daviess County Farm Bureau 

Facebook page to enter or 
receive more information 
about the contest.   Go to our 
website for a direct link to 
vote at www.jodaviesscfb.
com.

Local students receive 
ag scholarship

	The charitable arm of the 
Illinois Farm Bureau, the IAA 
Foundation, awards $151,501 
to 89 students pursuing 
degrees in ag!  Jo Daviess 
County has two winners.  
Cora Dittmar of Elizabeth 
received the Allen and 
Ellen Blessman Scholarship 

See eggers, Page 16
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Congrats Le-Win 2024 Graduates

Zailthadlius
Allen

Molly
Amendt

Brady
Aurand

Avery
Baldauf

Maia
Benson

Kali
Brinkmeier

Camden
Burke

Abigail
Cameron

Jacob
Cockeram

Blayr
Davis

Eva
DeVoe

Wade
Dorsey

Blake
Duncan

Gage
Dunker

Aleeya
Erving

Janessa
Esser

Ava
Fiedler

Lucas
Fye

Sarah
Geiseman

Morgan
Gerber

Cohen
Goeke

Grace
Groezinger

Cierra
Hatelak

Faith
Jordan

Tanner
Kempel

Eli
Kleckler

Casey
Klever

Daely
Kluck

Weston
Lartz

Kaidynce
Lynch

Chloe
Mader

Charlotte
McInnis

Natalie
McNutt

Mikaela
Nieman

Faith
Offermann

Alex
Packard

Arrian
Pasley

O’Marion
Pasley

Isabelle
Paulsen

Deaken
Randecker

Aspen
Roberts

Quinn
Rodebaugh

Jacob
Schumacher

Mason
Spidahl

Luke
Stabenow

Odin
Stabenow

Lincoln
Stouffer

Lyric
Stouffer
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Congrats Le-Win 2024 Graduates

Garrett
Sutter

Trenton
Swedlund

David
Tasej-Sorcia Jr.

Brianna
Taylor

Nick
Tippett

Kelsey
Wagner

Kyah
White

Hailey
Whitmer

Cadie
Wolfrom

Jordan
Yount

68177Congratulations to ALL Area 
Graduates- Stockton Auto Supply

CONGRATULATIONS
LE-WIN CLASS OF 2024!

455217

68182

Lena • 815-369-2803

345379

Congratulations to all area 
graduates! 815-369-5549

396193

Vanderheyden Furniture & Flooring
9105 US Route 20 W • Lena • 815-369-2224

68675

Coach’s Golf and Grill
Lena • 815-369-2222 159191

Congratulations from
Stagecoach Trail Storage

314979
Pro Source

Electric and Automation Inc.

Pro Source
Electric and Automation Inc.

Brandon’s Hardware Rental & Lumber
Lena • 815-369-5542

376783

66476

Hartzell’s IGA
Warren • 815-745-3311

68712

Raders Insurance Agency
Lena • 815-369-4225437503

My Friend’s Closet Thrift Store
Lena

437504

St. John’s Lutheran Church
Lena • 815-369-4035

68717

Leamon’s Funeral Home
Lena • 815-369-4512 455122

Spinhirne Transfer
815-275-4215

455224

119 S. Main St.
Stockton

815-947-3963

Good Luck to All Area Graduates!

455222

Stacey Block
Lena • 815-369-4581

437461

Cory’s Pub & Grub
Winslow • 815-367-3020

417180

Hometown Trophies & Embroidery
Lena • 815-369-9185 396186

B&R Grain Handling & Electric

314974

Welcome Home NW Illinois
Lena • 815-291-2330

314980

Stephenson Service Company
Freeport • 815-235-7400

417460WWW.COMMUNITYBANK.COM

Good Luck Area Graduates!!

70079

Congratulations to All Area Graduates
from Lena State Bank!

437477

437471

68124

Liles Chiropractic Clinic, Ltd.
Lena • 815-369-4974

396192

Pat Brown Realty
Lena • 815-369-5599

417458

Marvin Uecker Agency • Dan Harnish
Lena • 815-369-4569

These local businesses would like to wish all 2024 
graduates good luck in their future endeavors
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Congrats River Ridge 2024 Graduates

Enver
Ahmedi

Addison
Albrecht

Brian
Appleby

Arianna
Bird

Millicent
Boden

Cora
Boop

Kaytlyn
Booras

Ruby
Dickerson

Nykira
Easter

Avery
Engle

Morgan
Flynn

Macey
Fulton

Dolan
Geerts

Gwendalynn
Greene

Lynnea
Groezinger

Tyson
Heidenreich

Lucas
Holland

Arthur
Horn

Matthew
Johnson

Katherine
Leonard

Edoardo
Marcolin

Gwendoline
Miller

Micaela
Miller

Seth
Nicholas

Amie
Richmond

Benjamin
Richmond

Isaac
Rife

Cora
Ritchie

Kristina
Rodgers

Andrew
Schock

Ty
Spahn

Joseph
Stumbaugh

Ethan
Walters

Evelyn
Walters

George
Winter

437509

Small Town Saloon
Elizabeth • 815-858-9111

66473

Hartzell’s IGA
Warren • 815-745-3311

68174Congratulations to ALL Area 
Graduates- Stockton Auto Supply

455227

455226

119 S. Main St.
Stockton

815-947-3963

Good Luck to All Area Graduates!

T H E

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions... Meeting Local Needs

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions... Meeting Local Needs

Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL • Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL • Hanover, IL • Hazel Green, WI
Darlington, WI • Galena, IL – First Community Bank • AppleRiverStateBank.com

Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL • Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL • Hanover, IL • Hazel Green, WI
Darlington, WI • Galena, IL – First Community Bank • AppleRiverStateBank.com

Best Wishes to all Area Graduates

455220

243110

Woodbine Bend Golf Course & Restaurant
Congratulations Graduates!

314982

Stephenson Service Company
Freeport • 815-235-7400

437480

These local 
businesses 
would like 
to wish all 

2024 
graduates 

good luck in 
their future 
endeavors
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455139

455058

Kempel Urish Construction, Inc.
Tony 815-541-0570
Jamie 815-541-0272

455028

Shopper's Guide
The Scoop Today

Stockton • 815-947-9040
www.sullivanrealty.com

R E A L T Y

TM

455027

Shopper's Guide
The Scoop Today

Stephenson Service
Company

815-235-7400

394937

Hartzell's
Warren • 815-745-3311

394926

Edler Plumbing
Lic. #058-112368

Lena • 815-369-4847

436922

Shopper's Guide
The Scoop Today

Bowen Oil Company
and

Bowen Mini Marts

394934

625 Country Lane Drive
Lena • 815-369-4035

436721

Lena
815-369-2222
We will be open all day 

on Mother's Day

394921

Brandon’s 
Hardware & Rental

Lena • 815-369-5542

Spinhirne Transfer
815-275-4215

455127

Shopper's Guide
The Scoop Today

455056

Shopper's Guide
The Scoop Today

Leamon Funeral Homes
Lena • Orangeville • Warren

815-369-4512

815-291-2866

New installation • Remodeling
Routine maintenance • Repairs

HAPPY 
MOTHER’S 

DAY!

436760

436719

Shopper's Guide
The Scoop Today

3625 E. Woodbine St. • Stockton • 815-858-3803

Woodbine
Service Garage

394935

Offenheiser Schwarz
Funeral Home

Pearl City

436920

Shopper's Guide
The Scoop Today

Dr. Stephen Petras
Stockton • 815-947-3700

394919

Shopper's Guide
The Scoop Today

394924

Stagecoach Trail Storage
Gary & Aileen Schreiner
Lena • 815-369-4794

394925
815-369-4901 • www.lenastatebank.com

416879

240 W. Main St., Suite C, Lena
815-369-4747
www.bussianinsurance.com

394922

• Warren •
815-745-2888

RED’S LIQUOR

455049

Shopper's Guide
The Scoop Today

From Your Top-Rated HVAC Pros | 855-499-HEAT | LoescherHVAC.com

Happy Mother’s Day

455057

Shopper's Guide
The Scoop Today

Wolf Hollow Golf Course
“Where Golf is a Breath of Fresh Air”
6546 N. Shippee Rd. • Lena • 815-369-5513

www.wolfhollowgolf.net

455024

Shopper's Guide
The Scoop Today

T H E

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions... Meeting Local Needs

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions... Meeting Local Needs

Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL • Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL • Hanover, IL • Hazel Green, WI
Darlington, WI • Galena, IL – First Community Bank

AppleRiverStateBank.com

Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL • Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL • Hanover, IL • Hazel Green, WI
Darlington, WI • Galena, IL – First Community Bank

AppleRiverStateBank.com

395237

• Warren • 
• Orangeville •

394927

Open 24 hours
Stockton Travel Center

416650

394933
Lena • 815-369-4527
My Friend's Closet Thrift Store

394932

Lena
815-369-4225

radersinsurance.com

394930Lena • 815-369-4165

Pro Source
Electric and Automation Inc.

Pat Brown Realty
Lena • 815-369-5599

395238394928
Stockton • 815-947-3216

Stockton 
Auto Supply

395234

• Lena •
815-369-2803

Join these businesses in 
celebrating Mother’s Day



Page 10        THE SCOOP TODAY         Wednesday, May 8, 2024

453838

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

ExpEriEncE You can count on

Think Spring...
Bleaching Special

1/2 OFF
Call to Schedule Your Free Consultation Today!

450748

Dr. Stephen Petras
Stockton Dental Center

120 West Front Ave, Stockton, IL 61085
www.stocktondental.com

A licensed Illinois General Dentist

815-947-3700 453484

submitted Photo Rock Valley Publishing

	 Lola Gonzalez plants a marigold in the greenhouse as 
part of Ag Day.

submitted Photo Rock Valley Publishing

	 Kollins Patterson wins the Hoppy Horse race.

submitted Photo 

Rock Valley Publishing

	 FFA Officer Graci Allen 
introduces  Ronan Mar-
cotte to a goat.

	The River Ridge FFA 
Chapter hosted its annual El-
ementary Ag Day on Mon-
day, April 29.   FFA members 
led the elementary classes 
through five different stations 
where the students learned 
about different aspects of the 
agriculture field.  

The high school members 
staffed the Ag Education 
room where students learned 
about horse tack, fishing, or 
building an agriculture item 
from legos.  Younger students 
read the book “Who Grew My 
Soup” and tried to identify 
different animal sounds.  

Other stations included 
planting a marigold in the 
greenhouse, ice cream, re-
lay races, a petting zoo with 
tractors, and the ever-popular 
Hoppy Horse races.   It was 
a wonderful opportunity for 
students to learn more about 
agriculture and to get to see 
farm animals and equipment 
up-close.  

	Despite living in a rural 
area, many students have nev-
er actually been on a farm and 
still delight in seeing chicks, 
ducklings, emus, sheep, cows 
and pigs.  The high school FFA 
members had just as much fun 
as the elementary students as 
they led the students through 
the different stations.  

 

River Ridge FFA Ag Day

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

	The Scales Mound-Riv-
er Ridge Hornets won their 
third consecutive game when 
they swept the Warren-Stock-
ton Warhawks late in the 
season.   The Hornets came 
into last week with an over-
all record of just 2-13.  Two 
of those victories came the 
week prior.  Once the Hor-
nets completed the two-game 
sweep over the Warhawks, 
they were 4-1 over their last 
five games played.  

	While the Hornets have 
had a change of fortune late 
in the year, the Warhawks 
have been on a downward 
trend.   At one point, War-
ren-Stockton held an overall 
record of 5-8.  After dropping 
five consecutive games, in-
cluding the two against the 
Hornets, the Warhawks’ re-
cord fell to 5-13.  

	The Hornets and War-
hawks faced off for the first 
time on Tuesday, April 30.  
Both teams were starving 
for victory when they com-
peted in the final game of 
the month. The Hornets got 
off to a buzzing start.  With 
runs in each of the first three 
innings, SM-RR looked like 
they were running away with 
it. 

	The Hornets got the scor-
ing started when Amie Rich-
mond hit a leadoff single in 
the bottom of the first.  Even-

tually, Evelyn Walters hit a 
sacrifice bunt that led to an 
error by the Warhawks.  That 
error allowed Richmond to 
reach home safely, giving 
SM-RR their first lead. 

	The leadoff hits proved 
crucial for the Hornets.  In the 
bottom of the second, they 
doubled their lead as Sarah 
Winter crushed a homerun 
over the center field fence.  
Later, Richmond drove in 
their third run with a single 
up the middle. 

	In the bottom of the third, 
another leadoff homer helped 
to extend the lead.  Millie 
Boden sent a ball over the 
center field fence, putting 
the Hornets up 4-0. With 
Laiken Haas in the pitcher’s 
circle, the Warhawks stood 
little chance at a comeback.  
Warren-Stockton went score-
less through the first three 
innings.  In the end, Haas 
pitched a complete game, 
striking out 10 while allow-
ing two earned runs on three 
hits.  

	At the plate, Richmond 
led the way, going two for 
four with one run scored and 
one run batted in.  Katherine 
Bilderback went two for two 
with a run scored and a walk.  
Boden and Winter both had 
homers in the 4-2 victory. 

	Two days later, the War-
hawks looked to be on their 
way towards revenge.  After 
taking the lead two different 

times, the Warhawks even-
tually lost to a three-run sev-
enth inning. 

	Warren-Stockton took 
their first lead in the bottom 
of the third.  After a leadoff 
walk to Madalynn Perry, Ady 
Baker doubled to left, driv-
ing in the run.  Baker even-
tually scored on an Ireland 
Mensendike groundout to put 
the Warhawks up 2-0. After 
the Hornets tied the game in 
the top of the fourth, the War-
hawks took their second lead 
with two runs in the fifth.  
Baker hit a leadoff double 
to get the inning going.  She 
was eventually driven in by 
an Addy Bohnsack two-run 
single to left. 

	Heading into the final in-
ning, the Warhawks held a 
4-2 lead.  They came just one 
out away from closing out the 
victory.  With two down and 
runners on second and third, 
Haas struck a two-run dou-
ble to center, tying the game.  
Winter followed up with an 
RBI single to right, giving 
the Hornets their first lead of 
the day. 

	Haas had the big hit in 
the top half, and she closed 
things down in the bottom.  
After allowing a leadoff 
walk, Haas sat down the next 
three batters for the 5-4 vic-
tory.  SM-RR improved to 
4-13, while the Warhawks 
fell to 5-13 late in the season. 

	Haas led the way for SM-

Hornets pull off comeback against Warhawks
RR.  Not only did she pitch 
a complete game with nine 
strikeouts, but she led the 
way at the plate too.  Haas 
went three for four with two 
runs scored and two RBI in 
the win.  Winter was right 
with her, going three for four 
with a run scored and two 

RBI.  Richmond went three 
for four with a run scored, as 
well. 

	Warren-Stockton was led 
by Baker, who went two 
for three with a walk, a run 
scored, and one RBI.  Bohn-
sack was one for two with 
two walks and two RBI.  The 

Warhawks combined for just 
five hits in the game. 

	On Friday, May 10 War-
ren-Stockton is scheduled to 
travel to take on Winnebago 
at 4:30 p.m.  For the Hornets, 
they will play host to West 
Carroll on Monday, May 13 
at 4:30 p.m.
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IAA Foundation 
awards scholarships 
to students pursuing 
agriculture degrees

	Students can count on sup-
port of scholarships for col-
lege tuition during the 2024-
2025 school year, courtesy 
of the IAA Foundation.  The 
charitable arm of the Illinois 
Farm Bureau, the IAA Foun-
dation, is awarding $151,501 
to 89 students pursuing de-
grees in agriculture-related 
fields. Students are selected 
based on their activities and 
leadership, their communi-
ty involvement, professional 
career goals and their over-
all commitment to success.  
“Each year we are proud to 
support and encourage stu-
dents who represent agri-
culture’s strong and vibrant 
future,” said Jennifer Smith, 
Development Manager, IAA 
Foundation. 

	Jo Daviess County has two 
recipients this year.  Aimee 
Henderson, is the Jean Stub-
blefield Memorial Fellow-
ship recipient and receives 
a $2,500 scholarship for the 
honor and Cora Dittmar is the 
recipient of the Allen & Ellen 
Blessman Scholarship win-

ning $1,000.  Other scholar-
ships being presented range in 
value from $1,000 to $3,001. 
A full listing of recipients can 
be found at www.iaafounda-
tion.org.

	Annually, the Illinois Farm 
Bureau and county Farm Bu-
reaus combine to award more 
than $1,000,000 in scholar-
ship support.  “The scholar-
ship program acknowledges 
hard-working students and 
offers financial support so 
they can pursue their dreams 
and land careers in agricul-
ture,” Smith said. “Through 
generous farm gifts and con-
tributions from individuals, 
farm families, Illinois Farm 
Bureau members, and others 
who support our industry, we 
continue to see diversification 
and growth in our program.” 

	For more information on 
the IAA Foundation scholar-
ship program, how to estab-
lish a scholarship, or to donate 
to a scholarship fund, visit the 
IAA Foundation’s website 
at www.iaafoundation.org or 
call 309-557-2232. 

Wildcats defeat Warhawks in recent baseball matchup
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

	The River Ridge-Scales 
Mound (RR-SM) Wildcats 
and the Warren-Stockton War-
hawks faced off in a much-an-
ticipated matchup last week.  
The Wildcats and Warhawks 
have both had solid 2024 base-
ball seasons.  As they approach 
the end of this year’s regular 
season, both teams have prov-
en the ability to compete with 
other top competition in the 
area.  

	On Tuesday, April 30 the 
Wildcats were seeking their 
tenth win of the season as 
they prepared to host the War-
hawks.  RR-SM held an over-
all record of 9-7, while the 
Warhawks were already 10-6 
themselves.  

	On the field, it was the 
Wildcats who held the early 
advantage.  RR-SM rallied 
after their pitcher Joe Winter 
opened the game with a one, 
two, three inning.  That includ-

ed a big strikeout for the final 
out, bringing the RR-SM bats 
to the plate. 

	Kaden Duerr led the bottom 
half off with a single to the left 
side.  George Winter followed 
up with a single up the middle.  
Later, Ben Richmond took a 
one out walk to load the bases.  
Joe then got an opportunity to 
help himself out as he drove 
in the game’s first run with a 
liner up the middle.  Damon 
Dittmar would drive in their 
second run with a sacrifice fly.  

	The Wildcats held onto 
their two-run advantage until 
they expanded it in the bottom 
of the third.  Once again, the 
scoring inning was set up by 
a dominant pitching perfor-
mance in the top half.  This 
time, Joe struck out the side 
in order, bringing fresh bats to 
the plate. Once again, it was 
Dittmar who drove in the run 
as his grounder up the middle 
brought Mason Smith in for a 
score.  

	Warren-Stockton finally 
cracked the scoreboard in the 
top of the fourth.  Trailing by 
three, Wyatt Janecke got things 
started with a one out liner to 
left.  An errant pickoff move 
would allow Janecke to reach 
third safely.  He then scored on 
a wild pitch, bringing the War-
hawks within two.  

	The Wildcats quickly got 
that run back.  After Duerr 
crushed a double to left, a 
defensive error by the War-
hawks’ shortstop Colby Tuck-
er allowed a run to come in.  
That put the Wildcats up 4-1 at 
the end of the fourth. 

	The Warhawks once again 
tried chipping away at the lead 
in the top of the sixth.  Tucker 
picked himself up with a lead-

off single up the middle.  Lat-
er, with one out, Tucker would 
score on a sacrifice fly by Trey 
Pafford.  At that point, it was a 
two-run game with a 4-2 RR-
SM advantage.  

	Much like they did all game, 
the Wildcats had yet another 
response for the Warhawks.  In 
the bottom of the sixth, RR-
SM scored another run when 
Richmond reached safely on 
another defensive error.  That 
put the finishing touches on 
what was a 5-2 victory for the 
Wildcats.  It improved their re-
cord to 10-7 before facing off 
with Fulton and Galena later in 
the week.  For the Warhawks, 
they saw their record fall to 
10-7 as well. 

	The Wildcats were led by 

Joe’s excellent pitching night.  
In a complete game, Joe al-
lowed just two earned runs off 
six hits.  Despite only striking 
out four, the Wildcat pitcher 
had a clean defense behind 
him.  RR-SM had just one er-
ror in the game. 

	At the plate, the Wild-
cats combined for eight hits.  
George finished the day two 

for four with a run scored and 
one run batted in.  Deurr was 
two for three.  Joe went two for 
four with one RBI.  

	The Warhawks were led by 
Tucker and Janecke, who both 
finished the day one for four 
with a run scored.  Will Stietz 
took the loss from the mound.  
In five innings, Stietz allowed 
two earned runs off seven hits. 

450554
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Panthers bounce back from loss to Durand-Pecatonica
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

	Just two weeks ago, the 
Lena-Winslow Panthers split 
a couple of baseball games 
with NUIC opponent Du-
rant-Pecatonica.  After beat-
ing the Rivermen in the first 
game, the Panthers fell 14-7 
to close the week against Du-
Pec. Splitting those games 
saw Le-Win’s overall record 
grow to 12-5 in the 2024 sea-
son.   Despite ending the prior 
week with a loss, the Panthers 
had plenty of good to take out 
of the series, as well. 

	First off, Le-Win managed 
to go into Du-Pec territory for 
a 7-2 victory over the River-
men.  Du-Pec has been a qual-
ity team in recent years, and 

they proved to be a solid test 
again this year.  The River-
men got their revenge when 
they outhit the Panthers in 
game two. 

	Le-Win managed to get 
some valuable pitching ex-
perience in the game.  Koby 
Kearnes pitched three and one 
third innings, as did Cohen 
Weegens.  Kearns allowed 
four earned runs off four hits, 
while striking out three.  Wee-
gens racked up five strikeouts 
while allowing two earned 
runs off six hits. 

	At the plate, Aiden Wild 
had another big day.  In three 
at bats, Wild finished with two 
hits, a walk, three runs scored, 
and one run batted in.  Miles 
Mahon was one for four with 

a run scored and two RBI.  
Cobryn Lynch was one for 
three with a run scored and 
one RBI.  Still, the Panthers 
saw themselves drop their 
fifth game of the season. 

	Le-Win had three big de-
fensive errors against Du-Pec, 
and each one of them cost them 
in the end.  When the Panthers 
prepared to face off with the 
Dakota Indians to open last 
week, they knew they needed 
to play a much cleaner game. 
Dakota is another solid team 
who recently approached an-
other double-digit win season.  
When the Indians took on the 
Panthers on Tuesday, April 30 
both teams ended the month 
with a stressful pitcher’s duel.  

	Luke Madigan was on the 

mound for the Panthers.  In 
five and two third innings, 
Madigan struck out nine Da-
kota batters while walking 
four more.  Madigan earned 
his share of swings and miss-
es, but he had to trust the de-
fense behind him.  

	The Panther defense re-
sponded by having just two 
errors in the game.  More 
importantly, Le-Win didn’t 
allow a single run off either 
of those errors.  A clean de-
fensive game, combined with 
Madigan’s quality start, was a 
perfect recipe for victory for 
the Panthers. 

	Although it was a 
low-scoring game, the Pan-
thers held the lead for nearly 
the entire game.  Le-Win took 

their first lead in the bottom 
of the second inning.  Wee-
gens got the early scoring 
opportunity started with a one 
out single up the middle.  An 
error would allow Weegens 
to reach third base. Landon 
Grindey then doubled to cen-
ter, driving Weegens in and 
giving the Panthers an early 
1-0 lead.  

	That provided most of the 
scoring from that point on.  
The Panthers didn’t bring an-
other run in until the bottom 
of the sixth.  This time it was a 
Kearns’ double to left, driving 
Wild in, and putting the Pan-
thers up 2-0. 

	Kearns also shut things 
down from the mound in re-
lief.  In one and one third 

innings, Kearns didn’t allow 
a hit or a walk, while strik-
ing out a pair.  Kearns and 
Madigan combined to pitch a 
shutout in a 2-0 victory over 
Dakota. 

	Wild had another multi-hit 
day at the plate, going two 
for two with a walk and a run 
scored.  Kearns was one for 
three with one RBI.  Grindey 
finished the day one for two 
with one RBI, and Weegens 
was one for two with a run 
scored. 

	On Thursday, May 6 Le-
Win is scheduled to travel to 
face off with Milledgeville at 
4:30 p.m.  The next day, they 
travel to take on West Carroll 
for the final game of the regu-
lar season at 4:30 p.m.  

Pearl City splits games with Orangeville-Aquin
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

	The Pearl City Wolves and 
the Orangeville-Aquin Bron-
cos faced off in a battle of the 
area’s top softball teams last 
week.  Coming into the week, 
the Wolves held an impres-
sive overall record of 12-6.  
Meanwhile, the Broncos were 
17-6 themselves.  With nearly 
30 wins combined competing 
on the field, the Wolves and 
Broncos provided an excel-
lent show. 

	Pearl City played host for 
game one on Tuesday, April 
30.  The Wolves knew they 
had a big opportunity to close 

out the month of April in front 
of their home crowd.  A qual-
ity start and some clutch hits 
helped the Wolves do just 
that.  

	Early on, it was the Bron-
cos who stole the show.  
Meghan Carlisle gave her 
team an early advantage when 
she crushed a two-run homer-
un over the left field fence.  
Pearl City’s starting pitcher 
Mackenzie Lotz wasn’t shak-
en by the hit.  Mackenzie 
would allow just three hits 
over her next five scoreless 
innings pitched.

	While the Pearl City starter 
settled in, she gave the bats 

enough time to get things 
going.  In the bottom of the 
second, the Wolves got on the 
board with their first run.  It 
was Mackenzie who helped 
herself out as a double up the 
middle drove Kylie Campbell 
into score. 

	Pearl City then took their 
first lead in the third.  After 
a defensive error, the Wolves 
made the Broncos pay for 
their mistake.  Natalie Lotz 
singled up the middle, driving 
Kendra Kuhlemeier in for the 
3-2 lead. 

	Orangeville-Aquin made 
things interesting when they 
tied the game in the top of the 

sixth.  They returned the favor 
as a Pearl City error allowed 
the game tying run to come in. 

	Pearl City answered in a 
big way.   Scarlett Snyder and 
Danica Stager had back-to-
back hits, driving in a trio of 
runs and giving the Wolves a 
6-3 lead.  That three-run lead 
would hold as the Wolves 
held off the Broncos the rest 
of the way. 

	Mackenzie got the win 
from the circle, pitching sev-
en innings with four hits and 
two earned runs allowed.  She 
struck out eight and walked 
just one in the victory.  At the 
plate, Mackenzie went one for 

three with a run batted in. 
	Natalie led the Wolves go-

ing two for three with one run 
scored and two RBIs.  Camp-
bell was one for two with a 
run scored.  Snyder was two 
for three with a run scored and 
one RBI in the win. 

	Orangeville-Aquin would 
even the series when they 
faced off with the Wolves just 
two days later. It was anoth-
er low-scoring affair that saw 
both starting pitchers battle 
until the end.  This time, it 
was Laney Holland who took 
the win.  Holland pitched 
a complete game with zero 
walks and zero earned runs 

allowed.  Holland trusted the 
defense behind her as she al-
lowed eight hits in the game. 

	Carlisle opened the series 
with a homerun, and that’s 
how she ended it too.  In the 
bottom of the sixth, Carlisle 
crushed a leadoff homerun to 
center, giving the Broncos a 
3-2 lead.  That wound up be-
ing the game deciding run as 
the Broncos held on to split 
the series. 	

	On Thursday, May 9 the 
Broncos are scheduled to 
travel to take on Fulton at 
4:30 p.m.  At the same time, 
the Wolves are set to play host 
to West Carroll.

By Victoria Hansen
	Growing up, one of my fa-

vorite summer activities was 
Sunday barbeques with my 
extended family. During these 
summer evenings we would 

ride four-wheelers, play with a 
gigantic frisbee, and sit around 
the bonfire. But no cookout was 
complete without the food. Our 
dinners would entail potato sal-
ad, baked beans, fruit, veggies, 

and delicious burgers grilled to 
perfection. 

	May is the unofficial kickoff 
to summer, National Barbe-
que month and National Beef 
month. In celebration of Na-

tional Beef month and all those 
who are involved in the beef 
industry, I will share a few beef 
related facts with you. The av-
erage American eats 62 pounds 
of beef each year but we get 

more than meat from beef cat-
tle. Other beef by-products 
include candles, crayons, de-
tergent, and insulation. We use 
99% of every steer. The top five 
counties in Illinois for beef cat-
tle include JoDaviess, Adams, 
Fulton, Hancock and Henry.  
Beef has 10 essential nutrients: 
iron, choline, protein, selenium, 
zinc, phosphorus, niacin, ribo-
flavin, vitamins B6 and B12. 
For more beef facts visit www.
agintheclassroom.org and look 
at the new Beef AgMAg. 

Illinois Farm Bureau 
stresses farm bill passage 
as a priority during D.C. 
visit

During a recent visit to Cap-
itol Hill, Illinois Farm Bureau’s 
newly appointed director of 
national legislation laid out the 
organization’s policy priorities 
to Illinois’ congressional dele-
gation. During the two-day vis-
it, Ryan Whitehouse met with 
eight lawmakers and/or their 
staff, including U.S. Reps. Nik-
ki Budzinski, D-Springfield; 
Mike Bost, R-Murphysboro; 
Robin Kelly, D-Chicago; Da-
rin LaHood, R-Dunlap; Mary 
Miller, R-Oakland; Eric So-
rensen, D-Moline; and Lauren 
Underwood, D-Naperville; as 
well as U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin, 

D-Springfield. Topping the list 
of policy issues discussed was 
the farm bill, which has con-
tinued to face delays after the 
reauthorization was postponed 
a year to September. 

	“Our main message is farm-
ers need a farm bill,” White-
house told FarmWeek, adding 
he encouraged lawmakers to 
work to get a farm bill done 
this year. House Ag Committee 
Chairman Glenn “GT” Thomp-
son, R-Pennsylvania, says the 
committee will mark up a farm 
bill before Memorial Day, and 
expects to release farm bill text 
to the public several days be-
fore a scheduled markup, likely 
in mid-May. Whitehouse said 
his sense is committee mem-
bers want to move on the legis-
lation. “The Illinois delegation 
is optimistic and motivated to 
get a markup of the farm bill to 
be debated,” he said. “And IFB 
is appreciative and also moti-
vated to get a markup going.” 
IFB is asking its delegation to 
be “outspoken champions” on 
the importance for agriculture 
in getting a farm bill done, 
Whitehouse said, adding the 
organization remains open and 
committed to working with 
members on policy text.

Stephenson County Farm Bureau news

See news, Page 18
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From Lena’s Kitchen

	Maybe we are done with 
cold weather.  The weather 
people say that we can put out 
plants in the garden or in pots 
and not worry about freezing.  
I will wait until after Sunday 
because I hate having to cov-
er anything.  Hopefully there 
will be some plants left to 
buy!  

	I heard on a morning tele-
vision show that because fast 
food prices are so high, there 
is more home cooking going 
on.  Two of this week’s rec-
ipes fall into that carryout 
category.  They are pretty 
economical to make, so if you 
want to save some money, try 
them.  I have also included 
some Mother’s Day Brunch 
recipes.  Have a good week 
cooking.

Crispy Crab Rangoon
	This Chinese staple ap-

petizer is easy to make at 
home.  It involves wonton 
wrappers and not a lot of oil.  
If you don’t have access to 
Chinese food and get a han-
kering, you might try these.

3 oz. cream cheese, soft-
ened

2 green onions, finely 
chopped

¼ C. finely chopped imita-
tion crabmeat

1 t. minced garlic
16 wonton wrappers
Oil for frying
Sweet and sour sauce
	In a small bowl, beat 

cream cheese until smooth.  
Stir in onions, crab, and 
garlic.  Place about 1½ t. of 
the filling in the center of a 
wonton wrapper.  Keep re-
maining wrappers covered 
with a damp paper towel 
until ready to use.  Moisten 
edges with water; fold oppo-
site corners over filling and 
press to seal.  Repeat.  In an 
electric skillet, heat one inch 
of oil to 375.  Fry wontons in 
batches until golden brown, 
about one minute on each 
side.  Drain on paper towels.  
Serve with Sweet and Sour 
Sauce.

Bacon Pea Salad
	Pea salad was one of my 

mother’s favorites, so it is 
appropriate I have a recipe 
for it on this Mother’s Day 
week.  This one is easy be-
cause it uses Ranch dressing 
instead of making a mayon-
naise dressing.  The red on-
ion puts color into it too.  It 
goes great on a brunch table 
too!

4 C frozen peas, thawed
½ C. shredded sharp ched-

dar cheese
½ C. ranch salad dressing
1/3 C. chopped red onion
¼ t. salt
¼ t. pepper
4 strips of bacon, cooked 

and crumbled
	Combine the peas, cheese, 

salad dressing, onion, salt 
and pepper in a bowl.  Re-
frigerate, covered, at least 30 
minutes.  Stir in bacon right 
before serving.

Amish Breakfast 
Casserole

	There are many breakfast 
casseroles out there. This one 
only uses bacon for meat and 
the cottage cheese makes it 
really creamy.  I like the Mr. 
D’s Hash Brown potatoes if 
you can find them.  It is a 
great Brunch Casserole for 
Mother’s Day.

1 lb. sliced bacon, diced
3 medium sweet onions, 

chopped
6 large eggs, beaten
4 C. frozen shredded hash 

brown potatoes, thawed
3 C. shredded cheddar 

cheese
1½ C. 4 % cottage cheese
1¼ C. shredded Swiss 

Cheese
	Preheat the oven to 350.  

In a large skillet, cook bacon 
and onion over medium heat 
until bacon is crisp, drain.  
In a large bowl, combine the 
remaining ingredients; stir 
in bacon mixture.  Transfer 
to a greased 9 x 13 baking 
dish.  Bake, uncovered, for 
35 to 40 minutes or until a 
knife inserted into the center 
comes out clean.  Let stand 
for 10 minutes before serv-
ing.

Slow Cooker Orange 
Chicken

	If you want to do some-
thing totally different for 
Mother’s Day, you can make 
this Chinese staple to go 
along with the appetizer.  I 
always use low-sodium 
chicken broth and soy sauce.  
Try this great Chinese entrée 
for a special occasion or a 
Sunday dinner.

1 C. chicken stock
1 C. orange juice
1 C. orange marmalade
½ C. ketchup
¼ C. Dijon mustard
2 T. brown sugar
2 T. rice vinegar
2 T. soy sauce
2 T. minced ginger
1 t. garlic powder
¾ t. crushed red pepper 

flakes
2 lbs. boneless skinless 

chicken breasts, cut into ¾ 
inch pieces

½ C. cornstarch
¾ t. salt
½ t. pepper
1 large sweet red pepper, 

cut into 1-inch pieces
2 C. broccoli florets
Hot cooked rice
	In a small bowl, combine 

the first 11 ingredients to 
make a stock mixture.  In a 
4-qt. slow cooker which has 
been sprayed with cooking 
spray, combine the chicken, 
cornstarch, salt, and pepper.  
Toss to coat.  Top with red 
pepper.  Pour stock mixture 
over the top.  Cover and 
cook on low for 4 hours or 
until chicken is tender.  Stir 
in broccoli.  Cover and cook 
on high 30 to 40 minutes 
longer or until broccoli is 
crisp tender.  Serve with 
rice.  Sprinkle with any or all 
of the following toppings:  
chopped green onions, pea-
nuts, fresh cilantro.

Cream-Filled 
Cinnamon Coffee 

Cake
If you are looking for a 

pretty dessert on a Mother’s 
Day Brunch table, this coffee 
cake will be it.  It takes a little 
time, but it can be made the 
day before and refrigerated.  It 
calls for both butter and short-
ening in the filling.  When a 
recipe calls for shortening, I 
use Crisco.  It comes in sticks 
if you don’t want to buy it in 
cans.  Try this show stopping 
dessert on your brunch table.

½ C. butter, softened
1 C. sugar
2 eggs, room temperature
1 t. vanilla
1½ C. flour

½ t. baking soda
½ t. salt
1 C. sour cream
Topping:
½ C. sugar
½ C. chopped pecans
2 t. cinnamon

Filling:
1 T. cornstarch
¾ cup 2 % milk
¼ C. butter, softened
¼ C. shortening
½ C. sugar
½ t. vanilla
Caramel ice cream topping, 

optional
	In a large bowl, cream but-

ter and sugar until light and 
fluffy, 5 to 7 minutes.  Add 
eggs, one at a time, beating 
well after each addition.  Beat 
in vanilla.  Combine the flour, 
baking soda, and salt in an-
other bowl; add to creamed 
mixture, alternately with sour 
cream, beating just until com-
bined.

	Pour into 2 greased and 
parchment lined 9-inch round 
baking pans.  Combine the 
topping ingredients, sprin-
kle over batter.  Lightly cut 
through with a knife to swirl.  
Bake at 350 until a toothpick 
inserted in the center comes 
out clean, 20 to 25 minutes.  
Cool for 10 minutes; remove 
from pans to wire racks to 
cool completely.

	Filling:  In a small sauce-
pan, combine the cornstarch 
and milk until smooth.  Bring 
to a boil; cook and stir for 1 
to 2 minutes or until thick-
ened.  Cover and refrigerate 
until chilled.  In a small bowl, 

cream the butter, shorten-
ing and sugar until light and 
fluffy, 5 to 7 minutes.  Add va-
nilla and chilled milk mixture; 
beat on medium speed until 
smooth and creamy, about 10 
minutes.  Place one cake on 
a serving plate or cake stand.  
Spread with filling.  Top with 
remaining cake layer.  Store in 
the refrigerator.  When serv-
ing, drizzle caramel topping 
on each piece.

Rhubarb Bread
1 1/3 C. packed brown sug-

ar
2/3 C. vegetable oil
1 large egg, room tempera-

ture, beaten
1 t. vanilla
1 C. buttermilk
2½ C. flour
 ¾ t. salt
½ t. cinnamon
1 t. baking soda
1½ to 2 C. finely diced 

fresh rhubarb, ¼ inch cuts
½ C. chopped pecans
	In a bowl, combine sugar 

and oil, blend in egg, vanilla 
and buttermilk.  In a separate 
bowl, combine flour, salt, cin-
namon, and baking soda.  Add 
to moist ingredients.  Stir in 
rhubarb and nuts.  Transfer to 
2 well-greased 4 x 8 loaf pans.  
Bake at 350 for about 45 
minutes or until a toothpick 
inserted in center comes out 
clean.  Cool for 10 minutes 
before removing from pans to 
wire racks.

Final Thoughts
	There were big happenings 

in Lena this past week.  The 
Lena Drive Inn reopened un-
der new management.  They 
have been remodeling and 
working for several months.  
It looks bright and clean from 
the outside.  There are won-
derful ice cream selections 
with shakes, sundaes, sodas, 
cones (dipped ones too) and 
a selection of different hot 
dogs.  

	The other big happening 
was the Lena Farmer’s Market 
on Saturday mornings from 9 
to 12.  They have a Facebook 
Page with a listing of vendors.  
Not all vendors will be there 
every week.  Try both of these 
new adventures out!  I plan to 
do just that.  

	I imagine that there are 
plenty of Mother’s Day 
Brunches and Buffets to cel-
ebrate the big day.  We have 
plenty in Lena, and I know 
there are several in Free-
port and the area.  To all the 
moms, grandmothers, and ad-
opted moms, I hope you have 
a wonderful Mother’s Day.

	We continue to look for 
spring recipes and summer 
ones too! It is time for rhu-
barb, asparagus, and straw-
berry recipes, so send some 
favorites our way.  If you find 
some recipes to share, you 
can contact us by email at 
scoopshopper@rvpublishing.
com or by mail at From Le-
na’s Kitchens, The Shopper’s 
Guide at Rock Valley Pub-
lishing, 1102 Ann St., Dela-
van, WI 53115.  Have a great 
week.

The not so skinny cook
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Lena Townwide
Garage Sales

Friday, May 10
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Saturday, May 11
8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

451498

Garage Sale Shoppers Are On The Move

105 HICKORY TERRACE/
LENA May 9th, 1 -6, May 
10th, 8-6 & May 11th, 8-Noon. 
Flipable Entertainment Cen-
ter, Computer Desk & Chairs, 
Bookshelves, Rugs, Household 
Kitchen, Dressers, Vintage Ste-
reo Equipment. Twin Bookcase 
& Bed Frames. Women’s Cloth-
ing, Board  Games, plus lot’s 
more!

106 SOUTH STREET/LENA 
May 10, 8-4 & May 11, 8-2. 
MULTI-FAMILY. Baby items: 
toys & books, seats, linens, 
swings, car seats, nursery de-
cor, boys & girls clothing NB 
+ 3T; lots of home decor, pool 
table, 1967 Skylark   Hub Caps 
(4), sports cards, WII Console 
& lots more!

113 ROLLIN DRIVE May 9,10, 
8 - 5 & May 11, 8 - 1pm. Girl’s 
clothes 2T-6, Kids shoes, wom-
en’s clothes, med to Large, 
women’s shoes, Whirpool elec-
tric stove, Maytag microwave, 
beautiful deck chairs, Bristo 
table, old antique Singer sew-
ing machine with cabinet, wall 
decor, craft items, lots of beau-
tiful xmas items, kitchen items, 
picture frame collages, kids Art 
Easel, kids toys, stuffed ani-
mals & lg collection of DVD’s.

207 BRIARWOOD LANE 
Friday May 10, 8:00-5:00 & 
Saturday May 11, 8:00-1:00. 
LITTLE BIT of EVERYTHING! 
Sofa, Reclining love seat, TV 
stand, Coffee table, Dressers, 
Twin bed w/mattress, Shelving 
units, Lamps, Table w/7 leaves, 
Mini fridge, Toaster oven, Dish 
sets, Craft table & Bar stools. 
KIDS: Toys, Puzzles, Books & 
Clothes.

212 E. RAILROAD /LENA May 
9 & 10, 9 - 5 & May 11, 8-2. 
HUGE MULTI -FAMILY GA-
RAGE SALE! Clothing: Infant 
- Children, Boys & Girls, all siz-
es, Adults Men & Women, Big 

& Tall, Furniture, Toys, Bikes, 
Bedding, Holiday-House De-
cor, Lots of Misc. Baby Brezza, 
Bouncers, Walker, Halo Bassi-
net, Swing + More!

213 W RAILROAD ST (in ga-
rage off alley) Fri. & Sat. 8-5. 
Patio table w/chairs & umbrella, 
outdoor fire pit, small genera-
tor, table top grill, compact drill, 
pop-up tent, wine frig, Instant 
Pot, air fryer, lots of Women’s S 
- XL clothing, hospital scrubs, 7 
1/2-8 women’s shoes, jewelry, 
wall art & home Decor, books, 
Christmas decor & lots of misc.

221 ROUSCH ST./ LENA 5/10 
& 511/ 8 - 3. Antiques, Old Ma-
son Jars, Insulators, Pressed 
Back Chairs, Tools, Wooden 
Step Ladders, Home and Gar-
den Decor, Microwave/Air Fryer 
Combo, Old Bottles and Misc.

223 EAST PALM DRIVE Fri-
day May 10, 8:00-5:00 and 
Saturday May 11, 8:00-2:00. 
2 Pop up canopies 10x10 like 
new. Outdoor yard ornaments, 
Outdoor Christmas decor, Craft 
show items, Wreaths, Gnomes 
and lots of Misc!

300 LOCUST STREET 
MULTI-FAMILY Friday May 
10, 8:00am-3:00pm & Satur-
day May 11, 8:00am-11:00am. 
Clothing: Women’s size Small 
to Large, Girls size new born 
to 7/8 & Boy’s size 7/8 & 9/10. 
Misc. household items. Pitching 
machine, car seat, comforter 
desk & shoes.  Too much to list!

314 N FREEDOM ST Fri. 8-3 
& Sat. 8-12. Boys/Girls NB-2T, 
Pack-N- Play Bouncer Swing, 
toys, play kitchen, blankets, 
bottles, high chair, slides, ride 
on toys, baby items, tools, 
home decor, 9.9HP Johnson 
Boat Motor, Antique Desk, 
2005 Starcraft Centennial Pop-
up Camper, adding more each 
day!!!

326 EAST LENA STREET 
Women’s Leather Coats, Wom-
en’s Leather Chaps. Several 
Riding Gloves. Alot of Harley 
Shirts. Knick- Knacks, collect-
ibles, too numerous to mention. 
Indoor & Outdoor Furniture.

408 N. FREEDOM ST. May 
10, 8:30-4:30 & May 11, 8:30-
12:30. Greco 4 in 1 car seat, 
Girls size 2 T-8 yrs. clothes, 
Girl’s shoes 13-2. Home decor, 
many toys! Household items: 
rugs, Instantapot, lamps, etc. 
Flocked Christmas tree. Ikea 
dresser and night stand. Wom-
en’s & men’s clothes! Many 
more exciting items and great 
bargains!

408 OAK STREET, LENA 
Name brand children’s cloth-
ing: Girls infant - 4T, Boys in-
fant - 12 months. Baby items: 
Swings, Play mats, Jumperoo, 
etc. Toys. Name brand cloth-
ing: Juniors, womens & mens. 
Panther clothing. Household 
& Seasonal decor. Furniture, 
Fridge, Stove & Bunk beds.

436 N. FREEDOM ST. Thurs., 
May 9, Fri., May 10 & Sat., 
May 11, 9 - 5. Hoosier Cabinet, 
Glass Front Cabinet, Engine 
Lift/ Cherry Picker, Receiver 
Mount Hitch Hauler, Receiver 
Mount Motorcycle Hauler. In-
flatable Boat w/Oars, Outboard 
Motor Mount. Golf Balls, Baby 
Items, Tools, Cross Necklaces, 
other Household Items.

492 LIONS DRIVE Fri 8-5 & 
Sat 8-12. Hand & Power Tools, 
Harley men & women’s clothes 
& other adult clothes, men’s 
work pants. Saw Horses, Shop 
Vac, misc. Harley & Car Parts. 
Microwave, Air fryer, Tent, Din-
ing Room Table, Pots & Pans 
& other Kitchen Items, Flower 
Pots & misc Garden/Yard 
Items!

510 W. FAIRWAY DRIVE/
LENA Fri. 5/10 8 -4 & Sat. 
5/11 8 - Noon. We are down-
sizing-everything must go-TV 
stands, headboards, dressers, 
night stands, farmhouse signs. 
Baskets, storage bins, picture 
frames and craft supplies. Re-
tired teacher 4 - 6 grade novels 
and teacher books.

514 W. FAIRWAY DR. Thur. Fri, 
9-5 & Sat. 8-? Girls clothes tod-
dlers to size 10, cookbooks, 31” 
vanity top for bathroom cabinet/ 
brand new. Household items. 
Vintage chicken crates, DVD”s. 
Lots of misc.

518 W. FAIRWAY DRIVE/
LENA May 9, 10, 11, 9 - ?. 
Vintage Dolls, American Girl 
clothes, clothes, many XL, new 
dish towels, Tin Doll House, 
shoes, books, jewelry, purses, 
dishes, scrapbook paper, Vin-
tage Avon in Boxes, electric 
foot warmer, house ware items, 
Barbies, Tupperware, decora-
tions, walker, Shark Steam 
Mop, & much More!

526 W. FAIRWAY DRIVE Fri-
day May 10 & Saturday May 
11, 9:00am-4:00pm  Ladies: 
Clothing, mink coat, leather 
coat and winter coats. Men’s 
long leather coat.

535 N. FAIRVIEW DRIVE/
LENA Clothes, Books,Toys. 
Stamping supplies misc & La-
dies 2x.

560 W FAIRWAY DR. MOVING 
SALE Thursday 8-5, Friday 8-5 
and Saturday 8-1. Multi Family. 
Clothing Men & women L-2XL 
and young girl’s 14-16. House-
wares, TV’s, seasonal decora-
tions, pots & pans, bedding and 
linens. Too much more to list.

6318 N. LAKE ROAD Fri. 10-5 
& Sat. 9-5. Seed starting, grow-
ing & flower pots. Garden ac-

cessories, Old Radio Flyer 
wagons, Xmas tree drill & yard 
stands. Garden & fiction books. 
White iron daybed, VCR tapes, 
clothes & shoes. Men’s clothes, 
Vintage aprons, Lil Tykes toy 
box. Vintage household & toys. 
Dishes, furniture, glassware, 
jewelry, tools, home decor, holi-
day items. So much more!

717 MAPLE STREET Friday 
May 10, 7am-4pm. Boy’s cloth-
ing size 4-5 & 10-12, Girls 
clothing size 6-8 and Women’s 
clothing. China - service for 12 
with completor set. 36 piece 
Lennox crystal stemware ser-
vice for 12. Home deco, rugs, 
linens, floor lamp, kids electric 
scooter (never used). Childs 
electric ATV.

728 S. SCHUYLER Thursday 
9-5, Friday 8-5, Saturday 8-3. 
LARGE MULTI-FAMILY SALE! 
Lots of Infant-18 mo girls, 4-5T 
boys, dresses & adult name 
brand clothes, toys, puzzles, 
tools, jewelry, books, antiques, 
collectibles, dorm size refrig-
erator, snow blower, bike & lots 
of misc. household goods.

9358 W. CEDARVILLE RD. Fri 
& Sat 8-4pm. Live edge boards, 
crafts, lamps, wooden rockers, 
lawn chairs, oak commode, 
patio table and chairs, plants, 
bulbs, shutter shelf, decorative 
boxes, HOME signs, little red 
wagon, pedal tractor, oak desk 
chair, books and much more!

DRYER STORAGE May 9, 12 
-4,10th, 8-5 & 11th, 8-4. Sale at 
Dryer Storage Unit at the cor-
ner of Williams & Rantoul.
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IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

COUNTY OF 
STEPHENSON - 

FREEPORT, ILLINOIS

U.S. Bank Trust National 
Association, not in 
its individual capacity but 
solely as trustee
for LBIgloo Series IV 
Trust
    Plaintiff,
  vs. 
Unknown Heirs and 
Legatees of Jerry Moutrey;
The Bank of New York 
Mellon FKA the Bank of 
New York, as Successor 
for the CWABS Master
Trust, Revolving Home 
Equity Loan Asset
Backed Notes, Series 
2004-C; Mariah Moutrey; 
Kipp E. Meyers, as Special 
Representative of 
Jerry Moutrey; Michelle 
Moutrey; Pamela 
Moutrey; Unknown 
Owners and Nonrecord 
Claimants,
    Defendants,

22 FC 25

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE is 
hereby given that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclo-
sure entered in the above 
entitled cause Intercounty 
Judicial Sales Corporation 
will on Wednesday, May 
29, 2024, at the hour of 
1:30 p.m., Security First 
Title Company, 205 West 
Stephenson Street, Free-
port, IL 61032, sell to the 
highest bidder for cash, the 
following described mort-
gaged real estate:

LOT 3 OF A SUBDIVI-
SION OF THE SOUTH 
HALF OF OUT LOT 8 

OF WINNESHEIK ADDI-
TION TO THE CITY OF 
FREEPORT; SITUATED 
IN THE CITY OF FREE-
PORT, IN THE COUNTY 
OF STEPHENSON AND 
STATE OF ILLINOIS..

P.I.N. 181432328019.
Commonly known as 818 

East Shawnee Street, Free-
port, IL 61032.

The improvement on the 
property consists of a sin-
gle family residence. If the 
subject mortgaged real es-
tate is a unit of a common 
interest community, the 
purchaser of the unit other 
than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required 
by subsection (g-1) of Sec-
tion 18.5 of the Condo-
minium Property Act.

Sale terms: 10% down 
by certified funds, balance 
within 24 hours, by certi-
fied funds. No refunds.

The property will NOT be 
open for inspection.

For information call Ms. 
Mary E. Spitz at Plaintiff’s 
Attorney, Sottile & Bari-
le, LLC, 7530 LUCERNE 
DRIVE, MIDDLE-
BURG HEIGHTS, OHIO 
44130. (440) 572-1511. 
ILF2203047 IJSC
INTERCOUNTY 
JUDICIAL SALES 
CORPORATION
intercountyjudicialsales.
com
I3242376

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

April 24, May 1, 8, 2024)
454249

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

COUNTY OF 
STEPHENSON - 

FREEPORT, ILLINOIS

US Bank Trust National 

Association, Not In Its 
Individual Capacity But 
Solely As Owner Trustee 
For VRMTG Asset Trust 
    Plaintiff,
  vs. 
Shanin J. Solt; et. al.
    Defendants,

23 FC 57

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE is 
hereby given that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclo-
sure entered in the above 
entitled cause Intercounty 
Judicial Sales Corporation 
will on Wednesday, May 
29, 2024, at the hour of 
1:30 p.m., Security First 
Title Company, 205 West 
Stephenson Street, Free-
port, IL 61032, sell to the 
highest bidder for cash, the 
following described mort-
gaged real estate:

LOT 3 OF WINDHAV-
EN ACRES PLAT NO. 1 
RECORDED NOVEM-
BER 10, 1998 IN BOOK 
“M” OF PLATS, PAGES 
93-93A AS DOCUMENT 
NO. 9893524, BEING 
A SUBDIVISION OF A 
PART OF THE SOUTH-
EAST QUARTER OF THE 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 8, TOWN-
SHIP 26 NORTH, RANGE 
6 EAST OF THE FOURTH 
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN. 
SITUATED IN THE VIL-
LAGE OF PEARL CITY, 
STEPHENSON COUN-
TY, ILLINOIS.

P.I.N. 89-02-17-08-477-
003.

Commonly known as 504 
Breezeway Dr., Pearl City, 
IL 61062.

The improvement on the 
property consists of a sin-
gle family residence. If the 
subject mortgaged real es-
tate is a unit of a common 
interest community, the 
purchaser of the unit other 
than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required 
by subsection (g-1) of Sec-
tion 18.5 of the Condo-
minium Property Act.

Sale terms: 10% down 
by certified funds, balance 
within 24 hours, by certi-
fied funds. No refunds.

The property will NOT be 
open for inspection.

For information call Sale 
Clerk at Plaintiff’s Attor-
ney, Codilis & Associates, 
P.C., 15W030 North Front-
age Road, Burr Ridge, 
Illinois 60527. (630) 794-
5300. 14-23-06280
INTERCOUNTY 
JUDICIAL SALES 

CORPORATION
intercountyjudicialsales.
com
I3242382

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

April 24, May 1, 8, 2024)
454252

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

COUNTY OF 
STEPHENSON - 

FREEPORT, ILLINOIS
US BANK TRUST 
NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION AS 
TRUSTEE OF THE LB-
DWELLING SERIES V 
TRUST; 
    Plaintiff,
  vs. 
TOM FIELD AKA 
TOM L. FIELD; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS  
AND NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS;
    Defendants,

23 FC 45

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE is 
hereby given that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclo-
sure entered in the above 
entitled cause Intercounty 
Judicial Sales Corporation 
will on Wednesday, May 
29, 2024, at the hour of 
1:30 p.m., Security First 
Title Company, 205 West 
Stephenson Street, Free-
port, IL 61032, sell to the 
highest bidder for cash, the 
following described mort-
gaged real estate:

LOT 12 OF PLAT OF 
PLEASANT VIEW SUB-
DIVISION IN LANCAST-
ER HEIGHTS, OF A 
PART OF SOUTH WEST 
QUARTER OF THE 
SOUTH WEST QUAR-
TER OF SECTION 22 
TOWNSHIP 27 NORTH 
RANGE 8 EAST OF THE 
4TH P.M..

P.I.N. 07-14-22-353-013.
Commonly known as 

2267 Lancaster Heights 
Road, Freeport, IL 61032.

The improvement on the 
property consists of a sin-
gle family residence. If the 
subject mortgaged real es-
tate is a unit of a common 
interest community, the 
purchaser of the unit other 
than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required 
by subsection (g-1) of Sec-
tion 18.5 of the Condo-
minium Property Act.

Sale terms: 10% down 
by certified funds, balance 
within 24 hours, by certi-

fied funds. No refunds.
The property will NOT be 

open for inspection.
For information call Ms. 

Mary E. Spitz at Plaintiff’s 
Attorney, Sottile & Bari-
le, LLC, 7530 LUCERNE 
DRIVE, MIDDLE-
BURG HEIGHTS, OHIO 
44130. (440) 572-1511. 
ILF2302017 IJSC
INTERCOUNTY 
JUDICIAL SALES 
CORPORATION
intercountyjudicialsales.
com
I3242381

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

April 24, May 1, 8, 2024)
454255

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
SALE:

The following self-storage 
Cube contents containing 
household and other goods 
will be sold for cash by 
CubeSmart Asset Man-
agement, LLL as Agent 
for Owner #4409, 555 W. 
South Street, Freeport, Illi-
nois 61032 to satisfy a lien 
on May 23,2024 at approx 
1:00 PM at www.storaget-
reasures.com  Cube 1487 
Nada Jones

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 
May 8 & 15, 2024)

454610

Notice

Stockton CUSD #206 
Board of Education in Jo 
Daviess County announc-
es the availability of the 
amended budget for the 
fiscal year beginning July 
1, 2023. The budget will 
be available for public in-
spection online at stock-
tonschools.com or at the 
District Office, 540 North 
Rush Street, Stockton, Illi-
nois during normal school 
hours beginning on Tues-
day, May 21, 2024.

The Board of Education 
will hold a public hearing 
regarding the Budget for 
the fiscal year beginning 
July 1, 2023 and ending 
June 30, 2024 on Thursday, 
June 20, 2024 at 6:20 pm 
in the Stockton Elementary 
School Conference Room 
at 500 North Rush Street, 
Stockton, Illinois.

Nicole Haas
Secretary, Board 

of Education
(Published in The Scoop 

Today May 8, 2024)
455180

LEGAL NOTICES

To know more, read public notices in today’s newspaper or go to

Brought to you by Rock Valley Publishing
and the Illinois Press Association 42

51
17

and Aimee Henderson of 
Stockton received the Jean 
Stubblefield Memorial 
Fellowship.

FS patronage benefits
	Did you know that if you 

are a Jo Daviess County 
Farm Bureau member and 
a customer of Stephenson 
Service Company that you 
may be eligible for FS 
patronage benefits?  Qualified 
purchases you make from 
FS gives you the potential 
to become an owner of the 
company, thereby giving you 
a voice in its governance.  

	Each year, the FS Board 
of Directors considers the 
payment of patronage refunds 
based on each division’s 
sales and profitability and 
only pays patronage refunds 
to Farm Bureau members.  
If you are not already a 
member, please contact our 
office at 815-858-2235 or 
sign up at www.myifb.org.

Family Farm signs  
	It’s that time of year 

that we are all thinking 
of planting (okay, maybe 
wishing) and sprucing 
things up around the farm.  
Why not add a “This is a 
Family Farm” sign to your 
landscape?  The signs are 
17.5” X 23” and cost $30.  

Farm Fun Fact 
	Cattle and calves, corn,  

and soybeans are the top 
three U.S. farm products.

•	Eggers   
(Continued from page 5)

Lena Sons 
of the 
American 
Legion to 
host annual 
raffle 

The Lena Sons of the 
American Legion (SAL) 
have tickets available for 
their annual calendar raffle. 
The SAL uses the proceeds 
to support The American Le-
gion programs.  Once a year 
they take veterans to an out-
ing to a Chicago Cubs game, 
providing them with lunch 
and a treat at the ballpark.  
They support young men 
to attend Boys State, help 
present flags at the sporting 
events, march in the parade, 
and more.

	Tickets are $10 and are 
good for everyday in July.  
After a ticket is drawn, it is 
returned to the drum to be 
included in the next draw-
ing. Tickets are available by 
calling 815-369-4684 or at 
the American Legion Home 
in Lena on Saturdays from 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
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 help wanted

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

 real estate

 real estate

 transportation
Automobiles

1990 CADILLAC FLEETWOOD 
Coral. Florida car no rust. 1 own-
er. 45k miles. $15,000. Call 262-
379-4161.

2004 MONTE CARLO Mint 
condition. Mechanically sound. 
$10,000. Call 262-379-4161. 

Boats
‘74 SHELL LAKE 14’ W/’97 20 
HP Mercury, Includes 2 fish lo-
cators, trolling motor, travel cover 
and other extras. $800. Can text 
pics 608-436-3826.

SEARS GAMEFISHER 14FT Fi-
berglas Tri-Hull, 18hp Evinrude, 
MinnKota, Lots more. Elkhorn 
$1450. Call or text 262-374-8602.

Farm Machinery
H&S 80 BU Spreader PTO driv-
en.  608-728-1629

JOHN DEERE 7000 4 row wide.  
W/no-till coulters, dry fertilizer & 
insecticide boxes.  608-728-1629

Sports/Classic 
Cars

1969 CONVERTIBLE OLDS 
CUTLASS S. Asking $38,000. 
Serious inquiries only. Text (262) 
210-3147

Trucks & Trailers
2005 DAKOTA Quad Cab SLT 
V8, 4x4, locking tonno, new tires 
June 2023, 2 owners, runs good 
& looks great. $3,850. Call 262-
767-1092.

CARGO TRAILER 5x8 En-
closed, needs cosmetic work. 
Elkhorn location $199. 262-949-
6997.

TRUCK FOR SALE 1992 Ford 
F-250 XLT Super Cab, 7.5 Liter 
gas, Four wheel drive with lock-
ing hubs, automatic. 123,000 
original miles. This California 
truck is super clean. equipped 
with power windows, power door 
locks, power steering, bluetooth 
stereo, 2-tone paint, excellent 
tires. This truck is really nice. 
Must See! Elkhorn, WI. $12,950. 
(262) 949-6997.

For details on placing an ad in our 

Classified Section
Call 815-369-4112

Find us online: rvpnews.com
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May You Have A 
Healthy & Prosperous 

New Year
Nick, Annie & Kris

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

By Beth Hundsdorfer
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Local hospitals and health 
departments will get help 
from the Illinois Department 
of Public Health and the Illi-
nois Emergency Management 
Agency to meet the healthcare 
demand during a COVID-19 
surge, adding staffing to pro-
vide medical care and provide 

vaccines and testing.
The state will also help ramp 

up COVID-19 testing, now op-
erating six days a week to in-
crease availability. That started 
Monday.

“We are also increasing test-
ing and continuing to distribute 
monoclonal antibodies, anti-vi-
ral pills and any treatments or 
personal protective equipment 

communities need,” Gov. JB 
Pritzker said during a news 
conference. “I will continue to 
do everything possible to pro-
tect all the people of this state, 
whatever your vaccine status. 
But what kind of year 2022 
turns out to be depends on all 
of us doing what is best for all 
of us.”

 Pritzker was on a call with 

President Joe Biden and the 
National Governors Associa-
tion on Dec. 27 to discuss the 
response to the Omicron vari-
ant.

Illinois Department of Pub-
lic Health Director Dr. Ngozi 
Ezike confirmed that Illinois 
is seeing higher hospitalization 
rates. The state is now averag-
ing 500 hospital admissions a 

State to assist with mass vaccinations, testing 
operations, hospital staffing to battle COVID-19 surge

Illinois will send personnel and resources to county health departments
day due to COVID-19. While 
Illinois was still battling the 
Delta variant of COVID-19, 
the Omicron variant was intro-
duced a couple of weeks ago. 
The Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention said earlier 
last month that the Omicron 
variant is the dominant strain 
of COVID-19 in the U.S. with 
more than 73 percent of new 
cases attributable to the variant.

To protect from the 
COVID-19, harm reduction 
strategies will still need to be 
employed, Ezike said, like 
wearing masks, social distanc-
ing, hand-washing and staying 
away from large crowds.

“We have a vaccine that is 
highly effective at preventing 
severe illness and death,” Ezike 
said. “Currently, we are seeing 
a demand for booster doses, 
but it is critically important for 
those who have yet to receive 
even one dose of vaccine to get 

vaccinated.”
The vast majority of cases, 

hospitalizations and deaths are 
among the unvaccinated, Ezike 
said.

Those most at risk:
· Are more than 65 years old.
· Suffer from heart, liver or 

kidney disease.
· Are immunocompromised.
· Have diabetes.
Vaccine clinics will be held 

in Cook, DuPage, Lake, Will, 
Kane, St. Clair, McLean, San-
gamon, Peoria, Winnebago, 
Jackson and Adams counties. 
Anyone age 12 older can get 
a first or second dose at these 
locations.

Community-based testing 
sites will be open Monday 
through Saturday in Aurora, 
Arlington Heights, South Hol-
land, Fairview Heights, Peo-
ria, Bloomington, Champaign, 
Harwood Heights, Rockford 
and Waukegan.

Jo Daviess food pantry 
fundraiser a success

 Each year Shepherd of the 
Hills Lutheran Church holds 
a Steak Fry with all proceeds 
going to support the seven Jo 
Daviess County food pantries.  
The last two years, due to the 
Covid Pandemic, the church 
has hosted a virtual “Steak 
Fry” to continuing garnering 
support.  On Dec. 27, 2021, 

Larry Cording, Steak Fry 
Chairperson, and Pastor Jim 
Mehltretter met with county 
food pantry representatives.  
Thanks to the generosity of 
“Steak Fry” proceeds and 
congregational donations, 
checks totaling $2,800 were 
dispersed, with a $400 check 
going to each food pantry.
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ACCIDENTS HAPPEN!
Let us take the worry out of having your vehicle repaired.

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 After winning their first 
game of the season, the Le-
na-Winslow boys’ varsity 
basketball squad went on 
a five-game losing streak.  
After a tough loss to a Bel-
leville, Wisconsin team, 
the Panthers struggled to 
recover.  They went on to 
lose their next four, three 
of which were losses by ten 
points or less.  

 With a record of 2-6, the 
Panthers prepared to play in 

the Erie Tournament to end 
their 2021.  Le-Win got the 
tournament off to a good 
start with a 51-46 win over 
Orion.  It was a good confi-
dence boost for the Panthers, 
as they picked up their third 
win of the season with a 
tough opponent ahead. 

 Later that day, the Pan-
thers faced off with a Beech-
er squad in a game that 
would require overtime de-
cide.  Heading into the extra 
period tied 44-44, Beecher 
outscored the Panthers 7-6, 

handing the Panthers their 
seventh loss of the season.  
They would not let the over-
time loss deter them, howev-
er.  The Panthers managed to 
bounce back with back-to-
back wins in their next two 
games.  

 On Wednesday, Decem-
ber 29, the Panthers faced 
off with Mercer County in 
their third game of the tour-
nament.  The first quarter 
had plenty of scoring as both 
teams combined for twen-
ty-five points.  Le-Win held 

the advantage, however, go-
ing into the second quarter 
up 15-10. 

 Luke Benson caught fire 
in the second quarter.  The 
senior guard hit a trio of 
three-pointers and totaled 
thirteen points in the second 
quarter, helping to extend 
the Panthers’ lead.  In fact, 
Luke scored every single 
second quarter point for the 
Panthers, leading them to a 
28-22 lead heading into half-
time. 

 It was Brody Mahon who 

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

Panthers earn back to back wins
took over in the third quarter.  
Mahon posted twelve third 
quarter points, including a 
pair of his own three-point-
ers.  Luke added another 
five points of his own as the 
duo helped the Panthers take 
a 47-31 lead into the final 
quarter.  With a sixteen-point 
cushion, Le-Win managed to 
coast their way to a 56-37 
victory over Mercer County.  
Mahon led the team in scor-
ing with twenty-three points, 
while Luke was right be-
hind him with twenty of his 
own.  Both of them hit four 
three-pointers on the game 
as the Panthers hit on nine 
total threes in the game.  The 
offensive breakout was nice 
to see as Le-Win looks to 
climb back to five hundred 
on the season. 

 The next day, the Panthers 
were set to face off with a 
5-6 Stark County team.  At 
4-7 themselves, the Pan-
thers were slight underdogs.  
However, it appeared to be 
an even matchup from the 
start.  

 It was the three-point 
shot that sparked momentum 
for the Panthers in the first 
quarter.  Both Mahon and 
Ayden Packard hit a three as 
Le-Win looked to keep up 
with Stark Co.  The Panthers 
found themselves trailing 
12-10 at the end of the first. 

 Some good defense in the 
second quarter, to go along 
with six points from Luke, 
the Panthers managed to flip 
the cards before halftime 
as they led Stark Co. 23-18 
heading into the break. 

 Le-Win put on a dis-

play of chemistry in the 
third quarter.  As a team, 
they combined for fourteen 
points.  No individual scored 
more than four points in the 
quarter, however, as five 
Panthers helped contribute 
those fourteen points.  While 
holding Stark to just five 
points in the third, Le-Win 
managed to take another big 
37-23 lead into the fourth. 

 With the fourteen point 
advantage, the Panthers 
managed to coast their way 
to a 40-29 victory for their 
fifth win of the season.  De-
spite being just 1-5 at one 
point, the Panthers are now 
4-2 over their last six games.  
Lena-Winslow Head Coach, 
Kyle Benson, never gave up 
hope on his squad as he re-
mained focused on the task 
at hand.  Quite simply, Kyle 
credits the recent success to 
“just playing better.”  

 The Panthers have gone 
back to the basics and that 
has paid off for them.  Kyle 
explained, we are turning the 
ball over less, taking better 
shots, and playing sound de-
fense.”  While he is satisfied 
with their improvement in 
recent weeks, Kyle remains 
focused on improving each, 
and every, day.  “We still 
have some areas to shore 
up.”  Kyle said, adding “Our 
kids are trusting this process 
and we are hoping our best 
basketball is still ahead of 
us.”  

 The Panthers will be back 
in action on Saturday, Jan-
uary 8, when they travel to 
Orangeville for their first 
game of 2022.  

422795

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Antiques
ANTIQUE ICE CREAM TABLE 
with 5 chairs, 2 heart shape, 3 
spade shape. Good cond. Lena, 
IL. $500. Call 217-737-3512.

Burial Needs
7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to 
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva, 
WI 53147. This is a private sale. 
Contact Randy, the seller at 
randy@slpublishers.com.

Sporting Goods
GUN SHOW at the Slice Arena, 
1632 4th Ave. West, Monroe, WI 
May 17 & 18, Fri. 3 pm - 8 pm, 
Sat. 8 am - 4 pm.  For info call 
608-426-0113.

 real estate
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial 
status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number 
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OP-
PORTUNITY
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If so, we wIll run your ad In THe
scoop Today and sHopper’s GuIde aT

No Charge!

Ads will not be accepted without the following information. Only one free ad per month.

YOUR NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you selling a single item for

less thaN $100?

$$$ $$$
Private Party Only

Just fill out the coupon below and mail to:
Rock Valley Publishing, FREE Ad,
1102 Ann. St., Delavan, WI 53115

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price
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42
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IT’S GARAGE SALE 
TIME AGAIN!

Auction  Deadline
is Noon Friday! 

Contact Rhonda at
rmarshall@rvpublishing.com 

for information on advertising.

PRIVATE PARTY
ONLY.

Ad must be
prepaid.

Deadlines vary.

Call
815-877-4044

The Wheel Deal
Place your car, truck, motorcycle,

boat or RV for one price and it
runs for up to 16 weeks.

$1995
1st three lines

Extra lines are $1.95 each

17 Papers

Starts for 4 weeks and if not sold you call us
and we will renew at no additional charge!

(Maximum run 16 weeks total)

4
2
2
7
8
5

444841

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing is looking for a Part-

Time Advertising Sales Executive. 
Approximately 20 hours per week.

We publish newspapers, shoppers, and 
niche publications throughout the stateline. 
You have the opportunity to sell into all Rock 
Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making 
your paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:

Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising
Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com

Fax: (262) 725-6844

 for sale
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE 15TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF STEPHENSON - 

FREEPORT, ILLINOIS

US Bank Trust National 
Association, Not In  Its Individual 
Capacity But Solely As Owner 
Trustee For VRMTG Asset Trust 
    Plaintiff,
  vs. 
Shanin J. Solt; et. al.
    Defendants,

23 FC 57

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby giv-
en that pursuant to a Judgment 
of Foreclosure entered in the 
above entitled cause Intercounty 
Judicial Sales Corporation will 
on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, 
at the hour of 1:30 p.m., Securi-
ty First Title Company, 205 West 
Stephenson Street, Freeport, IL 
61032, sell to the highest bidder 
for cash, the following described 
mortgaged real estate:

P.I.N. 89-02-17-08-477-003.
Commonly known as 504 

Breezeway Dr., Pearl City, IL 
61062.

The improvement on the proper-
ty consists of a single family res-
idence. If the subject mortgaged 
real estate is a unit of a common 
interest community, the purchas-
er of the unit other than a mort-
gagee shall pay the assessments 
required by subsection (g-1) of 
Section 18.5 of the Condominium 
Property Act.

Sale terms: 10% down by cer-
tified funds, balance within 24 
hours, by certified funds. No re-
funds.

The property will NOT be open 
for inspection.

For information call Sale Clerk 
at Plaintiff’s Attorney, Codilis & 
Associates, P.C., 15W030 North 
Frontage Road, Burr Ridge, Illi-
nois 60527. (630) 794-5300. 14-
23-06280
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL 
SALES CORPORATION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3242382

(Published in The Shopper’s 
Guide April 24, May 1 & 8, 2024)

454253

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE 15TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF STEPHENSON - 

FREEPORT, ILLINOIS

US BANK TRUST NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION AS TRUSTEE
OF THE LB-DWELLING SERIES 
V TRUST; 
    Plaintiff,
vs. 
TOM FIELD AKA TOM L. FIELD; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS;
    Defendants,

23 FC 45

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby giv-
en that pursuant to a Judgment 
of Foreclosure entered in the 
above entitled cause Intercounty 
Judicial Sales Corporation will 
on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, 
at the hour of 1:30 p.m., Securi-
ty First Title Company, 205 West 
Stephenson Street, Freeport, IL 
61032, sell to the highest bidder 
for cash, the following described 
mortgaged real estate:

P.I.N. 07-14-22-353-013.
Commonly known as 2267 Lan-

caster Heights Road, Freeport, IL 
61032.

The improvement on the proper-
ty consists of a single family res-
idence. If the subject mortgaged 
real estate is a unit of a common 
interest community, the purchas-
er of the unit other than a mort-
gagee shall pay the assessments 
required by subsection (g-1) of 
Section 18.5 of the Condominium 
Property Act.

Sale terms: 10% down by cer-
tified funds, balance within 24 
hours, by certified funds. No re-
funds.

The property will NOT be open 
for inspection.

For information call Ms. Mary 
E. Spitz at Plaintiff’s Attorney, 
Sottile & Barile, LLC, 7530 LU-
CERNE DRIVE, MIDDLEBURG 
HEIGHTS, OHIO 44130. (440) 
572-1511. ILF2302017 IJSC
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL 
SALES CORPORATION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3242381

(Published in The Shopper’s 
Guide April 24, May 1 & 8, 2024)

454256

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE 15TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF STEPHENSON - 

FREEPORT, ILLINOIS

U.S. Bank Trust National 
Association, not in its individual 

capacity but solely as trustee
for LBIgloo Series IV Trust
    Plaintiff,
  vs. 
Unknown Heirs and Legatees of 
Jerry Moutrey; The Bank of New 
York Mellon FKA the Bank of 
New York, as Successor for the 
CWABS Master Trust, Revolving 
Home Equity Loan Asset Backed 
Notes, Series 2004-C; Mariah 
Moutrey; Kipp E. Meyers, as 
Special Representative of 
Jerry Moutrey; Michelle Moutrey; 
Pamela Moutrey; Unknown 
Owners and Nonrecord  
Claimants,
    Defendants,

22 FC 25

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby giv-
en that pursuant to a Judgment 
of Foreclosure entered in the 
above entitled cause Intercounty 
Judicial Sales Corporation will 
on Wednesday, May 29, 2024, 
at the hour of 1:30 p.m., Securi-
ty First Title Company, 205 West 
Stephenson Street, Freeport, IL 
61032, sell to the highest bidder 
for cash, the following described 
mortgaged real estate:

P.I.N. 181432328019.
Commonly known as 818 East 

Shawnee Street, Freeport, IL 
61032.

The improvement on the proper-
ty consists of a single family res-
idence. If the subject mortgaged 
real estate is a unit of a common 
interest community, the purchas-
er of the unit other than a mort-
gagee shall pay the assessments 
required by subsection (g-1) of 
Section 18.5 of the Condominium 
Property Act.

Sale terms: 10% down by cer-
tified funds, balance within 24 
hours, by certified funds. No re-
funds.

The property will NOT be open 
for inspection.

For information call Ms. Mary 
E. Spitz at Plaintiff’s Attorney, 
Sottile & Barile, LLC, 7530 LU-
CERNE DRIVE, MIDDLEBURG 
HEIGHTS, OHIO 44130. (440) 
572-1511. ILF2203047 IJSC
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL 
SALES CORPORATION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3242376

(Published in The Shopper’s 
Guide  April 24, May 1 & 8, 2024)

454250

REAL ESTATE NOTICES

IN*CI*DENTAL*LY

By
Dr. Stephen 
Petras 
Illinois Licensed 
General Dentist

	Malocclusion is the 
term used to describe teeth 
that do not come together 
and fit properly or bite in 
the correct position. The 
recommendation that your 
child receive an orthodontic 
evaluation by age seven was 
established as an effective 
way to prevent or minimize 
orthodontic developmental 
issues. Early treatment is 
important because it provides 
an opportunity to guide the 
growth of the jaw and tooth 

eruption. From the ages of 
6 to 8, your child’s mouth 
is much more responsive to 
interventive treatment.

	Preventing orthodontic 
problems is easier and 

cheaper than fixing 
them after they develop. 
Interceptive orthodontic 
treatment can improve your 
child’s smile by correcting 
the alignment of their teeth 
and jaws, as well guiding 
and regulating the width of 
both dental arches to assure 
there is enough room for 
the permanent teeth to erupt 
correctly. Improving the 
function of a child’s teeth 
and jaws can help prevent 
or reduce the need for future 

The Benefits of early orthodontic evaluation and intervention
orthodontic treatment. 

	Malocclusions can 
develop because of genetics 
(birth defects: cleft palate, 
narrow jaw, missing teeth, 
supernumerary teeth, 
delayed or early loss of 
teeth, abnormal eruption of 
teeth), external influences 
(trauma, tumors, restricted 
airway, prolonged thumb, 
or pacifier sucking,) or a 
combination of these factors. 
A malocclusion is not just 
a cosmetic issue. It can 
affect growth of the jaw and 
palate, alter the shape or 
appearance of facial features 
and/or symmetry, cause jaw 
strain/pain from uneven 
engagement of the facial 
and jaw muscles, headaches, 
uneven wearing of the tooth 
enamel, tooth chipping, 
tooth grinding, gum disease, 
tooth decay, frequent biting 

of the inner cheek, mouth 
breathing, and sleep apnea. 
Malocclusions affect the way 
your child smiles, chews, 
speaks and their self-esteem. 

	Crowded, twisted, and 
tilted teeth are also much 
more difficult to brush 
and floss, which may 
contribute to tooth decay 
and periodontal disease. 
Corrective procedures make 
it easier for your child to 
clean their teeth and gums. 
This means there are fewer 
places for food to get stuck 
and plaque to build-up. 

	It is ideal to treat 
malocclusion in children, 
as we can take advantage of 
being able to guide growth 
and prevent further damage. 
Your dentist will develop 
an individual treatment plan 
to address the severity of 
the malocclusion and any 

underlying medical, dental, 
and developmental issues. 
Treatment may include 
addressing dysfunctional 
habits that are contributing 
to or accelerating damage, 
palate expanders (fixed or 
removeable orthodontic 
device to widen the upper 
jaw) braces, clear tooth 
aligners, spacers (to maintain 
the space of missing teeth so 
the permanent tooth erupts in 
its proper position), referral 
to an ENT, an oral surgeon 
(for airway obstructions), 
and/or a speech pathologist. 

  For children who have 
difficulty biting properly, 
who prematurely lose their 
baby teeth, whose jaws click 
during movement, or who 
use their mouth (as opposed 
to their nose) to breathe, 
early orthodontic evaluation 
and intervention is crucial.

	Crop insurance, specifi-
cally maintaining the safe-
ty net, also was a priority 
Whitehouse discussed with 
lawmakers, as well as a fix 
to California’s Proposition 
12, which places housing re-
strictions on farms that ship 
pork to the state and has 
major implications on pork 
prices, costs to farmers and 
interstate commerce. White-
house said he specifically 
advocated for solutions to 
mitigate the issues Prop 12 
creates for livestock farmers. 
Coincidentally, U.S. Trade 
Representative Ambassador 
Katherine Tai was on the Hill 
during the same time testify-
ing during House and Senate 
committee hearings on Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s trade policy 
agenda.

	With Illinois a national 
leader in ag exports, trade 
is top of mind for IFB. Tai 
faced criticism in both cham-
bers for the administration’s 
“feckless” stance on trade, 
as one member of the House 
Ways and Means Committee 
characterized, with lawmak-
ers pointing to a lack of nego-
tiations to open new markets 
for U.S. agricultural products 
and absence of enforcement 
actions against China. US-
DA’s prediction of a record 

agricultural trade deficit of 
$30.5 billion for fiscal year 
2024 — nearly double the 
$16.7 billion deficit in FY 
2023 — also prompted law-
makers to demand more de-
tails about the trade agenda. 
Whitehouse commended La-
Hood, a member of the House 
Ways and Means Commit-
tee, for asking Tai about the 
status of negotiations with 
Brazil over the South Amer-
ican country’s 18% tariff 
on U.S.-imported ethanol. 
Also, while on Capitol Hill, 
Whitehouse thanked Durbin 
for his continued push for a 
summertime E15 sales waiv-
er, referring to a recent letter 
to the Biden administration 
signed by the senator. Pre-
viously IFB’s associate di-
rector of national legislation 
and policy development from 
2013-2019, Whitehouse is no 
stranger to Washington, D.C. 
Initially meeting with Illi-
nois members of the House 
Ag Committee and members 
in farming districts, White-
house plans to meet with 
other members of Illinois’ 
delegation in future trips to 
Washington, D.C. “It’s im-
portant for Illinois Farm Bu-
reau to be seen on the Hill,” 
he said. “And Illinois Farm 
Bureau is a very reputable 

organization; every door was 
open.”

Roots and Shoots 
now accepting grant 
applications

Stephenson County Farm 
Bureau Foundation is now 
accepting applications for 
our Roots and Shoots Ap-
prentice/Internship Grants. 
While Bruce Johnson was 
the Manager of the Stephen-
son County Farm Bureau, 
he established the Roots and 
Shoots Program.  

	The goal of Roots and 
Shoots is to encourage Ste-
phenson County youth to 
explore job opportunities 
within our community and 
the agriculture industry. As 
part of this we are offering a 
matching grant for Agricul-
ture-related businesses who 
employ high school students 
or college students. 

	More information along 
with an application is avail-
able at www.stephensoncfb.
org under “news” tab or by 
emailing manager@stephen-
soncfb.org. Funding can be 
used for intern/apprentice 
salaries, mileage, employee 
materials, etc. Applications 
are due on or before the end 
of the day on Friday, June 7, 
2024.

•	News   (Continued from page 12)

449934
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Treat Mom Special on Mother’s Day
394635

Stop in for Mother’s Day 
In-Store Specials

We Deliver 

Local

a Bouquets & Corsages a Candles
a Beautiful Outdoor Plants & Hanging Baskets

a Garden Art a Giftware
a Fresh Floral Arrangements

a Mother’s Day Cards 
a Abdallah Chocolates

216 W. Main St. • Lena, IL • 815-369-5549

HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. • Sat. 8:30 a.m. - Noon
      Open Sat., May 11  8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m..

Devoefloral@yahoo.com

454697

454852

For reservations:
Call:  (815) 858-3939

MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH
WOODBINE BEND GOLF COURSE & RESTAURANT

Appetizers
Coconut Shrimp   |   Sausage Stuffed Portobella Mushrooms

Breakfast
Served with cheesy hashbrown casserole and fruit salad. 

Salmon Benedict
Asparagus Cheddar Quiche

Strawberry French Toast
Biscuits and Gravy

Lunch
Served with garlic mashed potatoes and candied carrots. 

Roasted Prime Rib
Seared Salmon

Pineapple Honey Pork chops
Oven Roasted Mahi-Mahi

Herb Stuffed Chicken Breast
Chicken Caprese Pasta

Soup- Lobster bisque
Salad - spinach and strawberry salad

Kids menu
Strawberry French Toast- 2 pieces

1/2 order Biscuits and Gravy
Mac and Cheese with fries
2 Chicken strips with fries. 

Desserts
Limonchello Cake   |  Carrot Cake   |  Bread Pudding

For reservations:
Call:  (815) 858-3939
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Mac and Cheese with fries
2 Chicken strips with fries. 

Desserts
Limonchello Cake   |  Carrot Cake   |  Bread Pudding

Call for 
Reservations
815-858-3939

Stockton, IL • 815-858-3939

Democrats muscle through changes 
to ballot access, advisory questions

Amendment was introduced and passed within hours 
By Jerry Nowicki, Hannah 
Meisel and Peter Hancock
Capitol News Illinois

Supermajority Democrats 
in the Illinois House moved 
quickly May 1 to push through 
a change to state election laws 
that partially limits ballot ac-
cess and adds three nonbind-
ing referendums to the 2024 
general election ballot. 

It’s a move that caused mi-
nority party Republicans to 
vote “present,” then walk off 
the House floor without even 
debating the measure, while 
four Democrats voted against 
the bill that would amend bal-
lot laws for the election cycle 
that is already under way. 

Republicans were partic-
ularly critical of a provision 
that prohibits political parties 
from appointing a candidate 
to a general election ballot if 
no member of that party filed 
nominating petitions for the 
primary. 

The minority party also 
criticized Democrats’ hasty 
movement of the proposed 
changes from introduction to 
floor passage. Rep. Jay Hoff-
man, D-Swansea, filed the 
amendment to an unrelated 
bill, Senate Bill 2412 May 1 
before it was quickly moved 
to committee for passage, 
then to the floor within hours. 
It now awaits action in the 
Senate. 

House Minority Leader 
Tony McCombie, R-Savanna, 
noted at an impromptu news 
conference on a Capitol stair-
well that the GOP has grown 
accustomed to legislation 
moving with little public no-
tice—but it usually happens 
closer to the General Assem-
bly’s end of May adjourn-
ment.  

“But we don’t understand 
the sense of urgency right 
now, unless the goal—the 
end goal—is to stifle the 
democratic process through 
the changes on slating candi-
dates,” she said.

At the same time the 
amendment was moving 
through the House, senators 
were being briefed separately 
on the proposed changes.

In the Senate Executive 
Committee, which meets one 
floor below the House cham-
ber, Republican Leader John 
Curran, of Downers Grove, 
argued that changing the rules 
in the middle of an election 
cycle would be unfair to po-
tential candidates who are op-
erating under existing rules.

He also said such a move 
could add to what he called 

the public’s growing mistrust 
of the election system gener-
ally.

“There’s a lot of talk around 
the country about stealing 
elections,” Curran said. “And 
the faith in the democratic 
process has been shaken a bit 
around the country. I believe 
Illinois would be adding to 
that, really, national problem, 
if it took that step here and 
changed the rules midstream 
rather than just waiting to the 
next election cycle.”

But Senate President Don 
Harmon, D-Oak Park, noted 
there are other ways to get on 
the ballot after the primary 
has passed. 

“A candidate who would 
want to run for General As-
sembly seat after the primary 
will have to run, as they can 
today, as an independent or a 
third-party candidate,” Har-

mon said. “They would no 
longer be able to appeal to 
the local party bosses to have 
them installed as the candi-
date of a major political par-
ty.”

Privately, GOP lawmak-
ers said they believe the pro-
posed change is designed to 
influence the outcome of one 
particular race this year: the 
112th House District in the 
Metro East area, where in-
cumbent Rep. Katie Stuart, 
D-Edwardsville, is running 
for reelection.

No Republican filed to run 
in that race in time for the 
March 19 primary, but party 
officials say one is currently 
being lined up.

Republicans believe that 
district is winnable for them. 
Stuart won reelection to that 
seat in 2022 by a 54-46 mar-
gin over Republican Jennifer 

Korte.
Rep. Lindsey LaPointe, 

D-Chicago, was one of the 
four Democrats to vote “no” 
on the bill May 1, though oth-
ers skipped the vote. She said 
she’s not opposed to elimi-
nating the slating process be-
ginning in the 2026 election 
cycle but said doing it now is 
“moving the goal posts” in the 
“final minutes of a ballgame.”

“That’s problematic for me 
because as an elected official 
in Illinois, I’m constantly try-
ing to rebuild trust in Illinois 
government and politics that 
many of the people I repre-
sent...don’t have,” she told 
Capitol News Illinois after the 
vote. 

The measure would also 
pose three nonbinding advi-
sory referendum questions to 
voters on the November bal-
lot, including asking whether 

health insurance plans that 
cover pregnancy benefits 
should be required to cover 
in vitro fertilization and other 
fertility treatments.

That mirrors legislation 
passed in the state Senate last 
month that would require IVF 
and other fertility coverage 
for insurance plans with preg-
nancy benefits that are spon-
sored by companies with 25 
or more employees.

The other questions would 
ask voters whether they’d 
favor civil penalties for any 
candidate who “interferes 
or attempts to interfere with 
an election worker’s official 
duties” and whether the state 
should adopt an additional 3 
percent tax on income over $1 
million.

The extra revenue would 
be collected “for the purpose 
of dedicating funds raised to 

property tax relief”—a peren-
nial concern in a state with the 
second-highest property taxes 
in the U.S., just behind New 
Jersey, according to a 2023 
report from The Tax Founda-
tion.

Illinoisans were already 
asked a similar nonbinding 
referendum a decade ago, 
when nearly 60 percent of 
voters said “yes” to a ques-
tion about a 3 percent tax on 
income over $1 million for the 
purposes of education, which 
is largely funded by local 
property taxes. Then-House 
Speaker Michael Madigan’s 
push for the so-called mil-
lionaire’s tax was seen as a 
poke at then-gubernatorial 
candidate Bruce Rauner, a 
self-funded Republican who 
ultimately won the governor’s 

See ballot, Page 20
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Sullivan’s Foods | 103 W North Ave, Stockton | 815.947.3318 
Sullivan’s Foods | 201 Dodds Dr, Lena | 815.369.2311

Sullivan’s Foods | 703 N Elida St, Winnebago | 815.335.1501
OPEN 6AM TO 9PM  7 DAYS A WEEK

www.sullivansfoods.net
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2.99

Village Hearth
ENGLISH
MUFFINS
Light or White
6 ct

3.99

Johnsonville
FRESH OR
FULLY COOKED
BREAKFAST SAUSAGE 
Links or Patties
9.6-12 oz

2.99

Country Hearth
ENGLISH 
MUFFIN 
BREAD
1lb

2.99

Bakery
ECLAIRS
2 count

COLDWATER
LOBSTER TAILS
4 oz

7.99ea

USDA Choice
BEEF 
TENDERLOIN 
FILET
8 oz

10.99ea

MAKE MOM BREAKFASTMAKE MOM BREAKFASTMAKE MOM BREAKFASTMAKE MOM BREAKFASTMAKE MOM BREAKFAST

IDAHO
BAKERS
POTATOES

79¢
lb

WHOLE WHITE 
MUSHROOMS
8 oz

2/$4

Motherly Love

15.99
Velvet Violet

14.99 19.99
Symphony

18.99

Rose
Bouquet

8.49

Wright Brand
STACK PACK 
SLICED BACON
Select Varieties
24 oz

2/$7

Swaggerty’s Farm
PORK
SAUSAGE
Mild or Hot
16 oz

1.99

Best Choice
LARGE 
EGGS
1 dozen

Like and Follow us on www.facebook.com/sullivansfoods | Check us out or order online at www.sullivansfoods.net | We reserve the right to limit quantities and correct printing errors. All items not available at all stores. 
Sullivan’s Foods has hired a company called Telecheck to process all checks written at our stores. Telecheck has set guidelines in place for processing checks.

Telecheck has a $300 limit for check writing with purchases. If you have an order larger than $300, you may need to pay any remaining balance by cash, credit, or debit card.

Prices Effective: Wednesday, May 8 thru Tuesday, May 14, 2024
ALL ITEMS WHILE SUPPLIES LAST I NO RAIN CHECKS I NO RETURNS I NO EXCHANGES

Mother’s Day Flowers 3 Day Sale! * Fri. May 10 thru Sun. May 12, 2024 * Not Available Online
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Nancy Ferguson Seeley

	Nancy Ferguson Seeley 
and the Ferguson family of 
Freeport have a rich history of 
giving to Highland Communi-
ty College. The family’s local 
legacy took root through the 
Newell Companies and has 
continued through Nancy’s un-
wavering commitment to giv-
ing back to the community.

	Seeley, 95, died April 18 
after a full and remarkable life, 
and she will be warmly remem-
bered for the joy she had in her 
family and friends, the value of 
helping others, her love of the 
outdoors and adventure, a keen 
interest in new experiences and 

her enduring zest for life.
	Her generous donations to 

the Highland Foundation, of-
ten made in honor of others, 
exemplify her deep care for the 
people and institutions around 
her. Through her contributions, 
Seeley leaves a lasting impact 
that will continue to benefit the 
community for generations.

	“The Fergusons gave back 
to the Freeport area in many 
ways, including scholarships, 
support to the Fine Arts, and 
most recently, the Mildred F. 
Ferguson Simulation Hospi-
tal,” said Foundation Execu-
tive Director Dan Dick. “Nan-

cy had a heart to give back, 
and to me, her perspective 
was grounded in this philoso-
phy, which she shared with me 
and President Kuberski on our 
most recent visit: ‘I give back 
to Freeport because Freeport 
provided so much for our fam-
ily.’” 

	“Nancy lived by the motto: 
‘Living is giving.’ She gave of 
her time, talents, and resources. 
Her giving was centered on im-
proving the lives of others, par-
ticularly through education,” 
added Highland President 
Chris Kuberski. “Nancy sup-
ported our nursing program by 

donating to the accreditation 
process and the hospital simu-
lation lab. These enhancements 
have elevated our program’s 
quality, and her generosity will 
have a positive ripple for future 
generations. I am so thankful I 
could express our gratitude to 
Nancy in person. She was a 
remarkable role model for us 
all.”

	Seeley graduated from Stan-
ford University in 1950 with a 
bachelor’s in economics, and 
in 1954 married a childhood 
friend from Freeport, Robert 
Seeley. They raised three chil-
dren together.

Highland recognizes the life and legacy of Nancy Ferguson Seeley

race and spent his four-year 
term fighting with the powerful 
Democratic speaker.

McCombie said Republicans 
had offered bills aimed at prop-
erty tax relief on several occa-
sions in recent years. She and 
state Rep. Ryan Spain, R-Peo-
ria, argued the referendums 
were a distraction. 

“What you saw today was a 
phony attempt to solicit feed-

back from voters that was cov-
ering up the real intention to the 
Democrats’ bill upstairs, which 
is to eliminate competition in 
our elections,” Spain said.

As state law limits the num-
ber of questions on a statewide 
ballot to three, SB 2412 would 
also crowd out the possibility 
of any other citizen-initiated 
questions from making it to the 
ballot.

•	Ballot   (Continued from page 19)
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