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Stockton 
Heritage 
Museum 
to host A 
Conversation 
with the 
Nomadds

	Stockton Heritage Mu-
seum will host three former 
members of the 1960’s band, 
The NOMADDS, on Sunday, 
Sept. 22, 2024, at 2 p.m. at 
the Stockton Heritage Muse-
um, 107 West Front Ave., in 
Stockton, IL.

	Original band mates, Lee 
Garner, Denny “Kool” Kuhl, 
and Dean “Stick” Kuehl will 
be present to share the fasci-
nating journey of their band. 
They will discuss how the 
band was formed, reminisce 
about its early days, delve 
into the creation of their one 
and only record, explain the 
reasons behind their disband-
ment, and reveal what ulti-
mately brought them back 
together after many years. 
Additionally, a band mate or 
two from the later years will 
also appear to share their ex-
periences and contributions to 
the band’s legacy.

	For more information, 
please visit www.stockton-
heritagemuseum.org, Face-
book: Stockton-Heritage-Mu-
seum-309324911534,  email 
infto@stocktonheritagemuse-
um.org, or leave a message at 
815-947-2220. 

STOCKTON MIDDLE SCHOOL FACEBOOK PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Back to school 
	 The 2024-2025 school year has officially started.  Stockton students are al-
ready back to work and busy learning new things. Mrs. Smith’s sixth, seventh, 
and eighth grade math students work in groups to stack cups without touching 
them with their hands. Students did an amazing job working as a team.  Wel-
come back!
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M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.~ LaVonne Tillis

Thank you to everyone 
who sent a card for my 

90th birthday!

Special thank you to my family, who hosted 
several events to celebrate this milestone birthday!

460333

Keith LeRoy 
Heckman, 75

Keith LeRoy Heckman, 75, 
of Rockford, IL passed away 
on Saturday, Aug. 24, 2024 
after a courageous battle with 
cancer. 

Keith was born on Jan. 1, 
1949 in Rockford, IL to Le-
Roy and Eva (Pash) Heck-
man. He graduated from 
Rockford East High School 
in 1966 and went on to join 
the United States Air Force. 
He was a Vietnam Veteran, 
serving in South Vietnam and 
Thailand from 1969-1973 
as a Staff Sergeant. After his 
honorable discharge from the 
USAF, he attended Rock Val-
ley College via the GI Bill and 
earned an associate degree for 
Applied Science in Electronic 
Technologies. Keith worked 
for Bally’s Aladdin’s castle 
from 1974-1982 and was pro-
moted to a roving Area Store 
Manager covering locations 
as far away as Billings, Mon-
tana. He then worked for Al-
lied Games in Beloit, Wiscon-
sin from 1983-2000 as a shop 
supervisor. He finished his 
career working for R.K. Dix-
on as a copy repair technician 
until he retired in 2007. Keith 
enjoyed spending time tend-
ing to his garden of vegeta-
bles, fruits and flowers, while 
also canning, cooking, and 
sharing them with others. His 
Thanksgiving meals were un-
matched and his dessert pies 
should have won awards. He 
enjoyed hosting craft & bake 
sales with his mother, and du-
tifully cared for her after she 
was widowed in 1985. Keith 
was a huge Atlanta Braves fan 
and traveled to several cities 
with his brother and nephew 
to root on his favorite team, 
including games in the NLCS 
and World Series. He was 

also heavi-
ly involved 
within the 
War Birds 
online game 
c o m m u n i -
ty where he 
shared his 
passion for 
flying with 

many other dedicated players 
and anyone else who would 
listen. 

He is survived by his broth-
er, Gary, Sr. of Carrollton, 
GA; nephews Gary (Chip) 
Heckman and David Crooks; 
niece Sarah Heckman; great 
nephews Justin McLester, 
Joshua McLester, Aidan 
Heckman, and Garrett Heck-
man; great nieces Rebecca 
McLester, Alison (Gabriel) 
Ihm, Rachel Heckman, Emily 
Heckman, and Karena Dean. 
Keith also left behind numer-
ous aunts, uncles, cousins, and 
his special friend Carla. 

Keith was preceded in death 
by his parents LeRoy and Eva, 
sister Louise (Don) Crooks, 
sister in-law Karen Heckman, 
and niece Jeanine Shickles. 

Keith will be honored with a 
time of visitation on Wednes-
day Aug. 28, 2024 from 10-11 
a.m. at Bartell Leamon Funer-
al home in Warren, IL. The 
service will begin at 11 a.m. 
with Roger Bronkema offici-
ating. Burial will take place at 
the Nora Cemetery following 
the service. A memorial has 
been established in his mem-
ory. 

The family would like to 
extend a special thank you to 
the staff at Alden Debes Reha-
bilitation & Health Care Cen-
ter, Amberwood Care Center, 
and St. Croix Hospice. 

Condolences may be sent to 
the family at www.leamonfh.
com.

Obituary Timber Lake Playhouse 
autumn and winter events

	As Timber Lake Playhouse bids 
farewell to its summer season, the 
excitement doesn’t end there. The 
playhouse is set to offer a schedule 
of events this autumn and winter, 
catering to long-time patrons, young 
families, and new audiences alike.

	Timber Lake Playhouse is 
delighted to bring back the 
beloved “church basement ladies” 
with Church Basement Ladies - A 
Second Helping.  For young families, 
TLP is offering special movie nights 
including Paw Patrol - The Mighty 
Movie on Aug. 31, Halloweentown on 
Oct. 19, and The Polar Express on 
Dec. 21. Tickets for these family-
friendly films are priced at $5 for 
youth and $10 for adults.

	New to the playhouse this year 

are exciting music events such 
as The Chicago Experience - A 
Chicago Tribute on Sept. 28, and Are 
You Ready for It? A Taylor Swift 
Experienceon Nov. 2. Returning 
fan-favorites include Simply Elton 
& Simply Billy - A Musical Tribute 
to Elton John & Billy Joel featuring 
Brian Harris and the Mad Hatters 
Band, the ever-popular Heartache 
Tonight - An Eagles Tribute, and Elvis 
Through the Years with the dynamic 
father-son duo John and Jonathan 
Lyons. All concerts begin at 7 p.m., 
with tickets priced at $30 ($25 for 
TLP subscribers).

	Shades of Hunks, featuring 
the world-renowned male dance 
group, offers an unforgettable girls› 
night out at Timber Lake Playhouse 

on Saturday, Sept. 21. The event kicks 
off at 8 p.m., with tickets available 
for $30. Please note, this event is for 
attendees aged 18 and over. 

Other notable events 
include Oktoberfest featuring 
Brewfest on Oct. 12, which offers 
family fun and craft beer tastings, 
a Trick or Treat Trail at the theatre 
coinciding with Halloweentown on 
Oct. 19, and the annual showing 
of The Rocky Horror Picture Show on 
Oct. 26. 

	The full schedule for Timber Lake 
Playhouse and ticket purchasing can 
be done at timberlakeplayhouse.org or 
by calling the box office at 815-244-
2035 Monday through Friday from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and until intermission 
on show days.

In primetime DNC speech, Pritzker 
leans into role of benevolent billionaire

Governor chides Trump as ‘rich in only one thing: stupidity’
By Hannah Meisel
Capitol News Illinois

Cheered on by an Illinois 
delegation watching from the 
floor of the United Center, 
Gov. JB Pritzker on Aug. 20 
embraced an identity that’s 
generally proven alienating in 
both Democratic and Repub-
lican politics: being extremely 
wealthy.

“Donald Trump thinks that 
we should trust him on the 
economy, because he claims to 
be very rich,” the second-term 
governor said during a prime-
time speech at the Democrat-
ic National Convention. “But 
take it from an actual billion-
aire—Trump is rich in only 
one thing: stupidity.”

Pritzker, who is worth an es-
timated $3.4 billion thanks in 
large part to inherited family 
wealth from Hyatt Hotels, is 
the wealthiest current elected 
official in the U.S. And in the 
more than seven years since 
he declared his candidacy for 
governor, Pritzker has not 
shied away from pouring cash 
into not only his own election 
bids but campaigns up and 
down the ballot.

The governor’s billionaire 
quip came just minutes af-
ter U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders, 
I-Vermont, declared on the 

same stage that Democrats 
should prioritize getting “big 
money out of our political pro-
cess.”

“Billionaires in both parties 
should not be able to buy elec-
tions—including primary elec-
tions,” Sanders said.

But earlier in the day, Pritz-
ker justified his spending in 
order to match—and defeat—
Republicans.

“People like to criticize me 
for spending money to win 
reelection or election, but I 
had three billionaires put ... 
hundreds of millions of dol-
lars against me,” he said in an 
interview with POLITICO’s 
Jonathan Martin at the outlet’s 
pop-up restaurant within the 
convention perimeter in col-
laboration with CNN.

Pritzker was referring to 
conservative megadonors 
Richard Uihlein, who sup-
ported the unsuccessful cam-
paign of former state Sen. 
Darren Bailey against Pritz-
ker in 2022, and Ken Griffin, 
who’d infused millions into 
that year’s gubernatorial pri-
mary for the candidate who 
ultimately placed third in the 
contest.

Pritzker also named for-
mer Republican Gov. Bruce 
Rauner—technically only a 

multi-millionaire—who Pritz-
ker spent nearly $172 million 
to defeat in 2018, a figure he 
nearly matched for his re-elec-
tion campaign four years later.

Pritzker’s ability to self-
fund his initial race for gov-
ernor was attractive to some 
in the Democratic Party of 
Illinois, whose own record of 
steady fundraising had sud-
denly been dwarfed by Rauner. 
He launched his 2014 bid for 
governor and quickly broke 
the self-fundraising “caps” 
in order to accept unlimited 
funds from donors.

But when Pritzker began 
testing the waters of a possi-
ble challenge to Rauner in late 
2016, many progressive Dem-
ocrats were skeptical of his 
interest because of his wealth. 
According to reporting at the 
time, those Democrats feared 
running a billionaire would 
undermine the party’s messag-
ing against Rauner as an “out-
of-touch rich guy.”

Pritzker painted a self-dep-
recating portrait of his can-
didacy on Aug. 19 to a hotel 
conference room of Illinois 
delegates and Democratic sup-
porters at the party’s breakfast.

“You all remember that 
back in 2018, our party was 
not exactly begging for me to 

run for governor,” he said. “No 
one was crying out for a white, 
Ukrainian-American, Jewish 
billionaire.”

But, he said, he was a life-
long Democrat because of the 
opportunities given to his im-
migrant ancestors when they 
came to Chicago as refugees.

He echoed those sentiments 
in his DNC speech, trying to 
balance his prioritization of so-
cial issues with economic ones 
and making the case that they 
are inextricably linked.

“I meet with business lead-
ers all the time, and there’s 
one universal thing they all 
need: people. They need more 
workers to fill all the jobs 
they have,” he said. “But the 
anti-freedom, anti-family pol-
icies of MAGA Republicans 
are driving workers away.”

He highlighted Illinois’ sta-
tus as an abortion destination 
as surrounding states have se-
verely restricted the procedure 
after the U.S. Supreme Court 
overturned Roe v. Wade in 
2022. But he also said those 
states will see residents vot-
ing with their feet to flee red 
states—a reversal of well-
worn Republican attacks on 
Illinois for outmigration.

See speech, Page 7
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USDA forecasts record corn and soybean yields
 By Rhiannon Branch
FarmWeek

Record high corn and soybean 
yield estimates headlined the US-
DA’s August crop production report.

The agency forecasted a national 
average corn yield of 183.1 bushels 
per acre (bpa), up 5.8 from 2023, and 
a national average soybean yield of 
53.2 bpa, up 2.6 bushels from last 
season.

The state average yield estimates 
for Illinois are also a record high at 
225 bpa for corn and 66 bpa for soy-
beans.

“Upon initial observation, of 
course, the market looked a little bit 
spooked by the fact that you had the 
corn yield come in at 183. 

That’s a pretty good-sized yield,” 
Matt Bennett with AgMarket.net told 
FarmWeek. “But then you look, and 
they lowered planted and harvested 
acres.”

Early data from the Farm Service 
Agency prompted acreage adjust-
ments, unusual for the August report. 
USDA now pegs corn planted area at 
90.7 million acres, down from 91.5 
million in July, and harvested area at 
82.7 million acres, down from 83.4 
million last month.

The acreage adjustments show 
USDA understands concerns for the 
crop in some growing areas, Bennett 
noted.

“That corridor in southeast South 
Dakota, southern Minnesota and 
northwest Iowa certainly is going to 
have some challenges on stuff that 
got planted. You’re going to lose 

some harvested percentage just sim-
ply due to a lot of flooding and pond-
ing issues,” he said.

The acreage adjustment actually 
lowered ending corn stocks from last 
month to 2.07 billion bushels. U.S. 
corn production is now seen at 15.1 
billion bushels, down 1 percent from 
last year.

“So, a bit of a surprise that over-
all production goes down somewhat 
with that great big yield on corn.”

It was a different story for soy-
beans, however, with production now 
pegged at a record 4.59 billion bush-
els, up 10 percent. Soybean planted 
area is seen at 87.1 million acres, up 
from 86.1 million in July with har-
vested area estimated at 86.3 mil-
lion acres, up from 85.3 million last 
month.

“Ending stocks for 2024-2025 
came in at 560 million bushels, so 
that’s a big difference and looks plen-
ty rich,” Bennett said. “It’s a bit of 
a head scratcher that the USDA has 
so much export demand built in be-
cause we have some of the smallest 
new-crop bookings that we’ve had in 
many years. So, we’ve certainly got 
to hope that the USDA sees some-
thing that we’re not currently seeing.”

Immediately following the report 
on Aug. 12, the corn market was low-
er then jumped a few cents higher 
while soybeans settled 20-plus cents 
lower, hurt by the big carryout num-
ber.

“So basically, the perception here 
is that maybe this situation in corn 
isn’t as bad as everyone thought even 

with this massive yield, because acre-
age has been reduced and demand is 
so strong,” Bennett said.

It is important to note that upcom-
ing crop tours and in-field data col-
lection by USDA will provide a more 
accurate picture of crop conditions 
and some combines will even be roll-
ing by the time the next crop produc-
tion report comes out.

“So, as we move towards Septem-
ber, we’ve got to understand that if 
you get a better handle on the crop, 
many times a big crop continues to 
get bigger,” the analyst added. “And 
if that’s the case, then they can cer-
tainly provide some pressure on the 
market in a situation where these 
markets have already obviously been 
quite depressed.”

 
Mid-August conditions 
favorable for late-season crops

Record state average corn and soy-
bean yield predictions shocked the 
markets last week, but USDA isn’t 
the only one seeing promising crop 
conditions for this time of year.

Atmospheric Scientist Eric Sno-
dgrass with Nutrien Ag Solutions told 
the RFD Radio Network a cooler and 
wetter July helped crops look good, 
at least on satellite imagery.

“We had the second-wettest July 
on record for Illinois, but it came in 
five events, so it was nice and spaced 
out and we only had a few stretches 
of days that actually got hot,” he said. 
“That is why I think the country is 
looking at Illinois and seeing a pretty 
amazing crop.”

FarmWeek crop watcher Marshall 
Newhouse also was optimistic about 
crop potential in Boone County as of 
mid-August.

“I’d have to say everything around 
here looks about ideal,” he said. “The 
pastures are green and I don’t have 
any firing on the bottom of any corn.”

He said temperatures have been 
unusually cool for August.

“Aug. 10 was our coldest. When 
I got around to look at things about 
5:30 a.m. it was 51 degrees,” New-
house noted, adding he saw a lot of 
jackets and sweaters at the Boone 
County Fair.

Snodgrass said while the heat 
might return before the end of sum-
mer, it shouldn’t have a negative im-
pact on crops at this point.

“If I were to tell you that maybe 
at the end of the month or beginning 
of September it’s going to get 5 to 8 
degrees above average, that doesn’t 
even come close to touching a normal 
high in early July,” Snodgrass said. 
“So, it’s not going to necessarily be a 
problem and what it might do is give 
this crop a nice little push at the very 
end and get it to finish well.”

Newhouse said the corn crop es-
pecially has been ahead of schedule 
all season long near the Wisconsin 
border, thanks to high temperatures 
in May and June.

“I don’t want to sound too dramat-
ic, but I think this year is a little bit 
different than the last 12 to 15 years,” 
he said. “Looking at corn right now, 
I’ve got husks that are pulling back, 
denting that’s starting to occur and 

I’m at least two weeks ahead of nor-
mal on my corn.”

Newhouse said he hopes that trans-
lates to a lighter gas bill for drying 
this fall, and right now that looks 
promising, but Snodgrass said there 
is one wild card.

“We still have 80 more days of 
hurricane season to go, and this is 
the type of season where the Gulf of 
Mexico could send a big, late-season 
push of moisture up in September or 
even early October and that would be 
problematic at this point.”

Newhouse said the moisture pic-
ture is much different from a year 
ago.

“We’ve averaged at least an inch 
to an inch and a half a week for darn 
near two months now,” he said, add-
ing that his crops so far avoided most 
of the disease and insect pressure he 
expected to see during a wet year.

“There’s still a little bit of time left 
for me to worry about that and scout, 
but right now I’ll take what I’ve got 
and not complain too much,” New-
house said.

USDA reported as of Aug. 11, 69 
percent of corn in Illinois had reached 
the dough stage with 18 percent dent-
ed. The crop is considered 77 percent 
good to excellent. As of the same 
date, 84 percent of soybeans were 
setting pods with 72 percent of the 
crop rated good to excellent.

 This story was distributed through 
a cooperative project between Illinois 
Farm Bureau and the Illinois Press 
Association. For more food and farm-
ing news, visit FarmWeekNow.com.

Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church

	All are invited to worship 
at Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, 118 E. Mason St. 
Lena, IL on Sunday, Sept. 1 
for Sunday Worship Service 
at 9:30 a.m. This week’s gos-
pel reading is from the Gospel 
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23.

	On Wednesday, Sept. 4 the 
Peace Corps Quilting group 
will meet from 8 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m.  Sunday, Sept. 8 will be 
Quilt Sunday, Blessing of the 
Quilts. 

	All the services will be 
recorded and be available 
on church’s Facebook page 
and website. Please visit our 
website and (http://goodshep-
herdlena.org/) and Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/
GSLCLenaIL) for informa-
tion. Please contact the church 
office at 815-369-5552 with 
any questions. 

St. John’s Lutheran 
Church 

	St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Pearl City, will cele-
brate the fifteenth Sunday af-
ter Pentecost on Sunday, Sept. 
1 at 9 a.m. Join us on Face-
book if you can’t make it in 
person.  

	Everyone is welcome to 
come to St. John’s to play 
dominoes in Luther Hall on 
Tuesday, Sept. 3 at 9 a.m. and 
cards and dominoes on Thurs-
day, Sept. 26 at 1 p.m.

	The September Grace 
Meal will be on Sunday, Sept. 
15.   It will include meatloaf, 
mashed potatoes and gravy, 
green beans, Jell-O, and choc-
olate chip cookies.   Meals 
can be picked up between 11 
a.m. and 12 p.m. on Sept. 15.  
Reservations are due in the 
church office by Thursday, 
Sept.12.   The meal is funded 
through the generosity of a 

grant received by The Foun-
dation of Northwest Illinois, 
a grant from the Pearl City 
Lions Club, and through do-
nations.

	The next Men’s Breakfast 
will be on Wednesday, Sept. 
4 at 7:30 a.m. at the Garden 
View Restaurant in Lena.

	St. John’s Lutheran Church 
of Pearl City is an ELCA 
parish and is located at 229 
First St. in Pearl City.  We are 
handicapped accessible.   If 
you need to contact the pastor 
or church, you may call 815-
443-2215 for information.

Salem United Church of 
Christ 

	All are welcome to join for 
a Sunday service led by Pastor 
Christopher Ham on Sunday, 
Sept. 1, 2024, at 10 a.m. at Sa-
lem United Church of Christ, 
8491 West Salem Road, Lena, 
IL. The Adult Sunday School 
will be hosted prior to service, 
starting at 9 a.m. on the lower 
level of the church. Children’s 
Sunday School is held during 
church service at 10 a.m.

	The Wednesday Breakfast 
Bunch will meet Sept. 4 at 8 
a.m. at Garden View Family 
Restaurant, 101 South Schuy-
ler Street, Lena, IL. 

	If interested in participat-

ing in a fun evening of craft-
ing, please join for Crafter-
noon from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. on 
the third Wednesday of each 
month. During this time there 
are snacks, a brief devotional 
thought, and plenty of time to 
work on crafts individually or 
together. This is hosted on the 
lower level of Salem United 
Church of Christ, and all are 
welcome to join. For more 
information on any Salem re-
lated items, contact 815-369-
4511 or  ruth.dake@gmail.
com.

Evangelical Free Church 
of Lena 

	The Evangelical Free 
Church of Lena has begun 
registration for AWANA, 
our discipleship program for 
children age three through 
grade six. AWANA runs from 
5:45 p.m. to 7 p.m. every 
Wednesday from Septem-
ber to April.   Opening night 
for the 2024-25 school year 
is Sept. 11.   Clubbers play 
games, recite verses and learn 
truths from the bible.   Regis-
ter at  lenafreechurch.org.

Church news
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FREELANCE REPORTERS
AND PHOTOGRAPHERS

NEEDED
Rock Valley Publishing is seeking freelance 
reporters and photographers to produce 
local news and photos for your hometown 
newspaper. Weekly stories and photos 
needed for Jo Daviess and Stephenson 
Counties. Writing and reporting experience 
a plus. Work from home as an independent 
contractor with no in-office requirement.

PLEASE EMAIL RESUME TO:
scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com

Lena Library
Sign up for Story Hour at the Lena Library 

August 26th through September 7th

460192

Programs will begin Tuesday, Sept. 10th
Hope to see you there!

Any questions, call 815-369-3180

After School Program
Kindergarten - 5th Grade 

Mondays 3:30 - 4:30
Story Hour Times
Preschool Ages 3-5 

Tuesdays 10:00 - 11:00
Preschool Ages 3-5 

Wednesdays 10:00 - 11:00

Opinion

What tractors used to be
When we were kids in 

the early 70’s an 80 or 90 
horsepower tractor was about 
as big as anyone had in our 
neighborhood. However, all 
the farmers had a plethora of 
30-50 horsepower tractors 
all over their farms that they 
used to grind feed, haul 
wagons, run the blowers to 
fill silos, mow, rake, chop 
or bale hay, or just about 
anything else that needed 
to get done in those days. 
We all had a bunch of these 
midrange tractors, and we 
only had one or two of what 
we called the big boys that 

we used for the bigger jobs 
like plowing or pulling a 
field cultivator to get the land 
ready for seeding. When I 
was in high school one of 
our neighbors splurged and 
bought an IH 1486 with about 
140 horsepower. Man, he was 
really farming we thought, 

and he was the trendsetter in 
our neighborhood. 

We used to hook up a 
five-bottom plow behind 
our Farmall 706 and a four 
bottom behind our 560 and 
two of us would plow all 
day in the same field. Those 
two tractors combined had 
only about 150 horsepower. 
It was sure satisfying though 
to come in from plowing an 
eighty-acre field to milk the 
cows and know that you got 
about fifty acres done. It was 
always fun to go back out 
after milking and plow until 
past dark just to get the field 

done. The next day the two 
of you would grease up the 
plows, fuel up the tractors 
and head out to find another 
field to work. We had such a 
good time farming in those 
days as kids. The hard work 
bonded us together and 
taught us to love the farm as 
we were growing up. 

Sometimes two people 
were plowing and two 
people discing and one was 
cultimulching in the same 
field. We had a fourteen 
and a twelve-foot disc and 

Guard your 
thoughts

“A quiet mind makes way 
for the soul to speak.” (Me)

The mind is an abundant 
entity - spewing, spawning, 
spilling, speaking, squeaking, 
splaying, spraying, saying, 
replaying, spouting, 
sprouting, shouting, re-
routing, doubting and outing 
our thoughts, often in ways 
that seem beyond our control.

Just today, I was about to 
run to the store, but thought 
about something I wanted to 
do beforehand. Then I rinsed 
out my coffee cup and my 
mind had already moved onto 
a whole new topic and I’d 
forgotten what task, exactly, I 
needed to do before leaving.

Perplexing.
You might say my thoughts 

got away from me.
It happens quite often. All 

the time. Especially at night 
and in the wee hours of the 
morning.

I battle against it but it is a 
constant battle.

It’s almost as if my mind 
has a mind of its own. It’s 
working against me—or 
maybe for me. Or with me.

Or maybe a little of all 
three. I’m guessing none of 
you reading this can relate to 
this phenomenon—written 
with a wry sense of sarcasm.

All of you, surely, are 
always and totally in 
control of every one of your 
thoughts. They are orderly 
and they make sense. You 
never think of pink cotton 
candy when you are supposed 
to be considering whether to 
put orange or yellow cheese 
sauce atop the green broccoli. 
Your thoughts are always on 
point. I wish I could say the 
same.

The mind is a curious 
thing. It is part of you, but it 
seems to operate on its own.

The rest of your physical 
body doesn’t operate under 
these terms. Your arms carry 
the grocery bags home from 
the store. When you have an 
itch on the tip of your nose, 
your fingers scratch that exact 
spot. Your legs walk, one foot 
in front of the other to get 
you from point A to point B.

But your mind? It wanders 
wherever it wants to go.

That’s why awareness is so 
important. Your mind will tell 
you things that, in all honesty, 
it shouldn’t. It will tell you 
people don’t like you. Or 
that you aren’t good enough, 
or nice enough or whatever 
enough. It will tell you to 
judge others for their ugly 
T-shirt or ugly hair or ugly 

car. It will lead in you places 
that are scary, threatening and 
dire. Your mind accentuates 
your faults. It dwells upon 
your weaknesses. It forces 
you into dark corners. Your 
mind will tell you things that 
are not true.

This doesn’t always 
happen. But it can, and it 
often does when you least 
expect it. When you aren’t 
aware.

Your thoughts are valuable. 
They are precious. They are 
priceless. They can sway 
off course and go off track 
without you ever noticing. 
And they can affect you in 
the most significant of ways.

That is why it is important 
to guard them. To guard your 
thoughts. To protect them 
like they are a treasured 
possession, because they are.

You are your thoughts. It 
seems so simple, but negative 
thoughts breed negative 
actions and negative feelings. 
Positive thoughts have the 
opposite effect.

It may sound easy to 
choose positive thoughts. But 
remember, the mind has a 
mind of its own.

Choosing our thoughts is 
a minute by minute, moment 
by moment endeavor. It is 
never-ending. 24/7. Even in 
your sleep.

But you know what? 
Thoughts can become habits. 
And habits become easier 
with time. Recognizing a 
negative thought is the first 
step into turning away from 
it and finding a positive one. 
The more you turn negative 
into positive, the more 
natural it will become. Say 
the positive out loud (even a 
whisper will do) if that makes 
it easier at first. Soon it won’t 
take any thought at all.

Practice guarding your 
thoughts and soon that guard 
duty won’t seem so intensive. 
Soon it will come naturally.

Negativity is all around us, 
waiting to pounce and it may 
seem overwhelming at times. 
One of the most valuable 
possessions we have to fight 
against any negativity is our 
own thoughts. Guard yours 

By
Jill
Pertler
Columnist

Slices of life

By
Scott
Cernek 
Columnist

Weekly connection

See thoughts, Page 5

See tractors, Page 7
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Lena Lions Fall Festival
“The Cadillac of Small Town Festivals”

Downtown Lena • Illinois
September 6 & 7

BE A PART OF OUR GREAT PARADE   •   NOON 
SAT., SEPT. 7 • “Lena Lions Diamond Jubilee”

Register today: Commercial or Floats
$10 registration fee per unit • Parade registration begins at 9 a.m.

Parade Category:
Name:
Address:
Town:
Phone:

Return entry form to:
Lena Lion’s Club

P.O. Box 311
Lena, IL 61048-0311

Call Bill Crichton
815-291-9361-or-

460340

www.edwardjones.com

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor

640 W. South St, #4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

F
D

I-
18

6
7H

-A

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor
.

640 W South St 4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

Member SIPC

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 08/20/24. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-
issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per 
depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please 
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to 
availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest 
rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can 
lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal 
may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution 
of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are 
issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the 
Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

1-year

4.20%
APY*

3-year

3.90%
APY*

5-year

3.80%
APY*

460410

Opinion
At DNC, state leaders tout Illinois as a ‘model of Democratic success’
Pritzker speaks 
to delegation, 
visits other state 
breakfasts on 
opening day 
By Hannah Meisel
Capitol News Illinois

In announcing Chicago 
would host of the 2024 Dem-
ocratic National Convention 
more than a year ago, nation-
al party leaders referred to 
Illinois as a key part of the 
“blue wall” of Midwestern 
states crucial to President Joe 
Biden’s 2020 election.

Instead of choosing a venue 
in a swing state, as they had 
done for the last two decades, 
Democrats selected a city 
and state long dominated by 
Democratic politics and pol-
icies. And while Illinois and 
Chicago in particular have 
become conservative media 
shorthand for out-of-control 
progressive government, Illi-
nois Democrats sought to cast 
their brand of politics as an 
exemplar for the nation.

Gov. JB Pritzker, who was 
instrumental in landing the 

DNC in Chicago, kicked off 
the Illinois delegation’s Aug. 
19 breakfast at a downtown 
hotel by thanking elected 
Democrats in the room “for 
the work that you’ve done to 
make this the greatest Dem-
ocratic Party that Illinois has 
ever had and in the entire 
country.”

Before making a quick 
exit to speak to delegates at 
two other states’ Democratic 
Party breakfasts, Pritzker rat-
tled off a litany of legislation 
passed during his 5½-year 
tenure as governor so far. The 
governor acknowledged the 
Democratic supermajorities 
in the General Assembly that 
helped pass items ranging 
from a minimum wage hike 
to $15 an hour starting next 
year to a $10 million state in-
vestment to pay off a project-
ed $1 billion in medical debt 
for low-income Illinoisans. 

Republicans, he reminded 
the group, “voted against all 
of that.” 

“It’s almost as if Repub-
licans don’t want working 
families to succeed,” Pritzker 
said, pivoting to the attack 
dog role he’s been rehearsing 
for months and criticizing the 

GOP for being “obsessed with 
other things ... like explaining 
away Donald Trump’s 34 fel-
ony fraud convictions.”

But instead of focusing on 
Trump and other Republi-
cans, Democrats tried to keep 
the spotlight on their positive 
vision for what their party can 
accomplish.

“This convention is our 
opportunity to share our suc-
cesses, to set the agenda, and 
to show the entire country 
why Illinois is leading the 
way,” DNC Host Committee 
Executive Director Christy 
George, who most recently 
worked in Pritzker’s office on 
budget and economic issues, 
told the breakfast crowd.

State Rep. Lisa Hernan-
dez, D-Cicero, who serves 
as chair of the Illinois Dem-
ocratic Party, echoed those 
sentiments as she called Illi-
nois “a model of Democratic 
success” and “the beacon of 
progress in the Midwest.”

Illinois is increasingly a 
blue island in the mostly red 
center of the country, and 
Democratic politicians have 
leaned into that identity in re-
cent years.

On the heels of Trump 

nominating his first U.S. Su-
preme Court justice weeks 
into his first term in early 
2017, Democrats in the Gen-
eral Assembly began pushing 
for abortion protections in 
the event that a conservative 
majority on the court might 
someday overturn Roe v. 
Wade.

By the time that happened 
five years later, Illinois Dem-
ocrats had approved a series 
of laws shoring up reproduc-
tive rights just as surround-
ing states began banning or 
severely restricting abortion 
access. 

Late last week, Pritzker 
highlighted Illinois’ position 
as a sanctuary for abortion 
seekers and providers at an 
event hosted by Think Big 
America, the progressive 
advocacy organization he 
founded last fall. The group, 
staffed by the governor’s po-
litical team, has so far been 
involved with abortion rights 
ballot measures in Ohio, Ne-
vada, Arizona and Montana.

Illinois Democrats high-
lighted the law during an 
event Aug. 19 in conjunction 
with the anti-gun violence or-
ganization named for former 

U.S. Rep. Gabby Giffords, 
who has spent more than a de-
cade advocating for gun con-
trol measures after surviving 
an assassination attempt early 
in her third term in Congress 
in 2011.

Recalling the chaos of the 
Highland Park parade, State 
Rep. Bob Morgan, D-Deer-
field, who went on to become 
the lead sponsor of Illinois’ 
assault weapons ban, said it 
was an “opportunity to turn 
our pain into purpose.”

While Illinois is among a 
mix of Midwestern states that 
have not adopted “right to 
work” laws that bar employ-
ers from requiring workers 
to be union members to keep 
their jobs. 

But Illinois Democrats 
went a step further, putting a 
constitutional amendment on 
the ballot that bans the state 
from adopting right-to-work 
laws in the future. Illinois 
voters approved the “Workers 
Rights Amendment” in 2022. 

And in a move that con-
tinues to generate attacks 
from conservatives, Illinois 
became the first state to com-
pletely eliminate its cash bail 
system last year. Abolishing 

cash bail was just one part of 
a wide-ranging 2021 criminal 
justice reform law pushed by 
the Illinois Legislative Black 
Caucus in the wake of the po-
lice killing of George Floyd 
in 2020 and a summer of pro-
tests that followed.

The law went unmentioned 
during the Illinois delega-
tion’s official breakfast Aug. 
19, but House Speaker Eman-
uel “Chris” Welch, D-Hill-
side, highlighted the legacy 
of black political power in 
Illinois, stretching back to 
the founding of the NAACP 
in Springfield following the 
1908 race riots in the city.

Welch traced the trajecto-
ries of major black activists 
and elected officials with ties 
to Illinois through time, in-
cluding the Rev. Jesse Jack-
son, who he said inspired 
generations of young black 
Americans to get involved in 
politics with his oft-recited 
speech adapted from an ear-
lier poem that featured the 
phrase “I am somebody.”

“I believed I was some-
body, and I stand before you 
today as the first black speak-
er of the Illinois House,” he 
said.

This Labor Day, vow to capitalize on opportunity to diversify the workforce
By Pat Devaney 
and Hannah Hill

This Labor Day is a cele-
bration of our country’s grow-
ing embrace of a new face of 
leadership and opportunity. 
In our politics, a minority 
woman leads a presidential 
ticket for the first time. And 
on the frontlines of our labor 
movement, the “toolbelt gen-
eration” has tremendous room 
for growth led by women and 
minorities.

Our challenge ahead is to 
recognize this important mo-
ment and capitalize on it, rath-
er than let it slip by.

We see more young people 
pursue apprenticeships and 
careers in the trades than pur-
suing the traditional four-year 
college degree. In Springfield, 
Gov. JB Pritzker and the Illi-
nois Legislature are making 
substantial investments in 
these new trades pathways, 
including $13.4 million for 

pre-apprenticeship hubs that 
help workers find roles in 
the burgeoning clean energy 
sector. More women and mi-
nority workers will be recruit-
ed and welcomed into these 
roles. 

Young people are recog-
nizing working in the trades 
provides a successful mid-
dle-class career and retirement 
security where other paths fall 
short. But there are hurdles 
that must be overcome for a 
more diverse workforce.

Women make up less than 
11 percent of the workforce in 
the construction industry and 
just 4.3 percent in the con-
struction trades. Despite some 
new momentum, recruitment 
and retention of women in the 
Illinois construction industry 
has plateaued at 5 percent for 
more than 20 years.

Why? The odds are still 
against working women find-
ing success in the skilled 
trades.

Too few employers of-

fer maternity leave benefits. 
Without maternity leave, 
women with children must go 
on short-term disability.

Child care is another major 
stumbling block. The costs are 
too high, or there are simply 
not enough options to match 
their schedules and needs. 
Non-union workers in child 
care often are paid poverty 
wages that lead to high turn-
over, forcing women workers 
to pay a heavy price if they 
want to support their families 
by heading to work. 

With child care uncertain-
ty and restrictions, women 
on the job face dilemmas. 
How do we report for work 
at 5 a.m. or 7 a.m. when ev-
eryone else shows up, if the 
daycare doesn’t open until 8 
a.m.? Projects running behind 
schedule mean longer hours, 
or weekend schedules. Wom-
en in construction must turn 
down overtime hours because 
there is simply no one avail-
able to watch their children.

Our union leadership recog-
nizes these serious challenges 
and is taking them head on. 
For example, programs like 
the Barrier Reduction Fund, 
outlined in the Climate Equi-
table Jobs Act are one piece 
of a larger puzzle that we can 
use to address child care ineq-
uities for working women.

A resolution adopted at 
our recent Illinois AFL-CIO 
convention this summer calls 
for a unified campaign to sig-
nificantly increase women’s 
recruitment and retention in 
the building trades within 
five years. We will fight hard 
for increased funding and 
smart legislation at all lev-
els of government to directly 
address these gender diversi-
ty challenges. We need bet-
ter training programs, more 
visible outreach, and strong 
partnerships with allies who 
share our goals of closing the 
gender gap by ensuring good, 
union jobs for women in the 
building trades. 

We took an important step 
forward in May with our first 
Tradeswomen Take Over 
Springfield advocacy day 
at the State Capitol, bring-
ing teams on the frontlines 
to meet with legislators and 
make the case in person for 
the investments needed to 
open more doors to women 
and minorities. 

At this critical time for 
our country and labor move-
ment, we encourage you to 
visit the IL AFL-CIO web-
site to find a Labor Day cel-

ebration parade or event near 
you: https://www.ilafl-cio.
org/events/2024/9/2/labor-
day2024/. Ask the women in 
your lives how we can help 
them find the opportunities 
that have been elusive for too 
long. We succeed when we all 
can work together, to put peo-
ple to work.

Pat Devaney is secre-
tary-treasurer of the Illinois 
AFL-CIO, and Hannah Hill 
is a commercial painter and 
treasurer of Local Union 90, 
Painters District Council 58.

like the treasure they are 
and you will find the peace 
within that has been waiting 
patiently.

Then your mind will only 
wonder one thing:

What took me so long?
Jill Pertler is an award-

winning syndicated 
columnist, published 
playwright and author. Don’t 
miss a slice; follow the Slices 
of Life page on Facebook.

•	Thoughts   
(Continued from page 4)
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Around the Northern Hills with Annette Eggers
Do you want home cooked 

meals, but are short on time?  
I’ve got the perfect solution 
for you!  Take part in the Ag 
in the Classroom Freezer 
meal fundraiser.  You will get 
10 meals frozen for you and 
ready to re-heat.  Each meal 
feeds three to five people.  
The cost is $200 for the set.  

The 10 meals include:
Chicken & Biscuits
Broccoli Cheese Soup
Pulled Pork Mac & Cheese
Chicken Bacon Ranch 

Pasta
Ham & Beans
Smoked Pork Tenderloin
Swiss Steak
Pulled Pork
Chuckwagon Beans
Hawaiian Chicken
	Orders are due to our 

office Sept. 18.  Pick-up is 
set for Oct. 10 from 3 p.m. 

to 5:30 p.m.  To place your 
order, stop in our office or 
go to our website www.joda-
viesscfb.com and click on the 
freezer meal tab.

Cover Cop Field Day
	Mark your calendars, the 

cover crop field day is set for 
Friday, Sept. 13 starting at 
11:30 a.m.  It will be held at 
the first field entrance south 
of 4629 IL Route 78 on the 
east side of 78 (south of 
Stockton).  Full details will 
be shared soon. 

Stay in touch
We are always looking for 

ways to communicate with 
our members.  Many people 
read my column in the paper, 
others follow us on Facebook 
or Instagram, but would you 
like to receive Jo Daviess 
County Farm Bureau news 
directly to your inbox?  Share 
your email with us and we 
will make sure to add you to 
our periodic email newsletter.  
If you are interested, please 
share your email with me at 
jdcfbmgr@gmail.com.

Member discounts
	Don’t forget to take advan-

tage of the member discounts 
from local businesses.  Just 
show your membership card 
at the business to claim your 
discount.  For a full listing 
of local benefits, visit our 

website at jodaviesscfb.com.  
Go to membership, then local 
discounts.

Young Leaders 
Committee 

	The Young Leaders Com-
mittee will have their next 
meeting on Sunday, Sept. 22 
at 7 p.m. at the farm bureau 
office in Elizabeth.  Anyone 
between the ages of 18 and 
35 that has an interest in agri-
culture is welcome to attend.  
For more information, call 
our office at 815.858.2235 
or email me at jdcfbmgr@
gmail.com.

Farm Fun Fact 
	The Illinois livestock 

industry contributes $31+ 
billion in economic activity, 
supporting more than 91,000 
jobs.

River Ridge volleyball to rely on returning starters
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

	The River Ridge Wildcats 
are coming off a volleyball 
season in which they fin-
ished with an overall record 
of 24-10.  Although it didn’t 
include a massive postseason 
run, their playoffs were cut 
short by a 2-1 loss to an im-
pressive Orangeville squad.  
This year, the Wildcats re-
turn with a chip on their 
shoulder. 

	A number of players are 
back from last year’s squad, 
and they are ready for anoth-
er go.  River Ridge did lose 

some major contributors to 
graduation in Gwen Mill-
er, Addison Albrecht, Amie 
Richmond, Evie Walters, 
Morgan Flynn, and Macey 
Fulton.  However, they re-
turn an exciting trio with 
varsity starting experience.  
Laiken Haas is entering 
her senior year after being 
an Honorable Mention for 
NUIC All-Conference last 
year.  Haas is joined by fel-
low senior Kaylen Bond, and 
junior Ava Ketelsen.  

	With the trio of returning 
starters, the Wildcats should 
have a fun mix of experience 

and opportunities.  A handful 
of players should see ample 
opportunities on the court 
this season.  This includes a 
strong class of five juniors in 
Sarah Winter, Gracie Schnit-
zler, Kaci Patterson, Averi 
Rolwes, and Caylee Allen.  
Not to stray too far from the 
present, but the deep junior 
class has the Wildcats set up 
for another strong return in 
2025 as well. 

	River Ridge Head Coach, 
Brittany Sinagra, is thrilled 
about this year’s lineup.  “I’m 
really excited for our return-
ing starters to work with our 

newcomers,” Sinagra shared. 
“I expect us to have an ag-
gressive front row with some 
of our returning big swingers 
mixed in with a solid defense 
behind them.” 

	The defense is going to 
be an early focus for Sinagra 
and the Wildcats.  “This 
year, we are looking to dial 
in on things we can control, 
specifically on our defensive 
efforts,” Sinagra said. “We 
are not a team full of height 
or depth on the bench, so we 
are learning to work to our 
fullest potential at a consis-
tent rate.  Whatever we can’t 

pick up at the net defensively 
will have to be a heavy focus 
for our back row.  We have 
a high ratio of newcomers 
to returning starters, so it is 
really going to come down 
to our ability to learn to trust 
to play next to one another, 
while still playing with con-
fidence.”  

	Sinagra shared her ear-
ly expectations for the sea-
son.  “This is going to be a 
year of learning the healthy 
balance of playing aggres-
sive and smart consistently, 
while showing passion, con-
fidence, and grit at all times 

on the floor.  This group is 
already putting in the work 
for success, so I can’t wait to 
see what the 2024 season has 
in store for us,” Sinagra said 
late in the offseason. 

	The Wildcats tip off their 
play this Saturday, Aug. 31, 
when they compete in the 
Monticello Tournament in 
Wisconsin.  Sept. 6 through 
Sept. 7 they will compete 
in the Oregon Varsity tour-
nament.  Then, on Tuesday, 
Sept. 10 River Ridge travels 
to take on the Galena Pirates 
to open their regular season 
play.

Stockton looking to compete in competitive NUIC
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

	Last year, the Stockton 
Blackhawks were on the 
cusp of being one of the top 
football teams in the NUIC 
conference.  Although their 
4-5 overall record wasn’t 
dazzling, that didn’t tell the 
whole story for the 2023 
Blackhawks.  They suffered 
a 20-16 loss to a 9-3 Du-
rand-Pecatonica squad.  An-
other 27-24 loss to the Galena 

Pirates in week nine.  They 
gave an 8-3 Forreston squad a 
run for their money as well.  

A total of 21 points was the 
difference between Stockton 
going 7-2, but instead they 
finished just 4-5.  It was also 
Head Coach, Sean Downey’s, 
first year as Stockton’s new 
shot caller.  Although it 
wasn’t the magnificent de-
but that many had hoped for, 
Downey and the Blackhawks 
have plenty to be excited 

about for 2024. 
	The Blackhawks have the 

opportunity to set the stan-
dard for the future of the 
program this year.  With just 
three seniors on the Varsi-
ty roster, a majority of this 
year’s roster will return for at 
least next season.  With that 
comes sustainable depth that 
should prove to be a weapon 
for Stockton.  “We have more 
depth this year.  With more 
numbers at both levels this 
year, we are building depth 
each and every practice,” 
Downey shared. 

	Despite just having three 
seniors, the Blackhawks re-
turn a core of key players 
from last year’s lineup.  A pair 
of starting defensive backs 
are there in Noah Larson and 
Carter Blair.  Three lineback-
ers return in Mark Detwiler, 

Jeremiah Luke, and Jake Har-
bach.  Eli Larson returns as 
a Tight End-Defensive Line-
man.  Bryce Grube is back on 
both sides of the line.  Luke 
also returns to the line on the 
offensive side of the ball.  

	“With only three seniors, 
we need our juniors to adjust 
to varsity football quickly.  
There is a big difference in 
physicality between fresh-
man-sophomore and varsity.  
Our success early on may 
depend on how quickly we 
can play at the varsity lev-
el,” Downey explained when 
asked about the team’s focus 
for improvement.  There are 
a handful of players who are 
stepping in with day-one ex-
pectations this year.  Offen-
sive and defensive lineman 
Oliver McPeek will play a 
big role on both sides.  Jack 

Mensendike should get am-
ple opportunity as a Running 
Back-Linebacker.  Carter 
Blair also joins him as a Run-
ning Back.  Finally, Defensive 
Backs Arrison Bauer and Aid-
en Larson were mentioned as 
key newcomers by Downey.  

	Downey is hoping last 
year’s disappointment can 
lead to a change in 2024.  “I 
think our guys feel like we let 
an opportunity slip away last 
year to be playing in the play-
offs.  Our expectations are 
to improve upon last year’s 
record and take advantage of 
the opportunities we have,” 
Downey said.  

	The biggest challenge 
Downey and his staff may 
face is developing this pro-
gram in a brutal NUIC con-
ference.  Lena-Winslow Head 
Coach, Ric Arand, called 

this year’s NUIC “The stron-
gest conference from top to 
bottom in years.”   Downey 
echoed that when asked about 
this year’s conference out-
look.  “Le-Win is the favor-
ite until someone beats them.  
Every week in this conference 
is going to be a tough match-
up.  If you don’t play well on 
any given night, it’s going to 
be difficult to come away with 
a win.  This is as balanced of 
conference as I have been a 
part of,” Downey shared. 

	The Blackhawks kick off 
their 2024 season on Friday, 
Aug. 30 when they play host 
to Durand-Pecatonica.  For 
week two, the Blackhawks 
have a Saturday, Sept. 7 
matchup as they travel to 
Wisconsin to take on Shulls-
burg-Benton-Scales Mound at 
11 a.m.

By
Annette
Eggers 
Jo Daviess 
County Farm 
Bureau

393048
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SATURDAY, SEPT. 21 • 9 A.M.
SCHRADER FARM EQUIP. CONSIGN. AUCTION

5995 IL 75 E. • Dakota, IL
Selling: Tractors, field equip, livestock equip., fencing, shop & yard 

equip., hay & straw, vehicles. NO guns or household items. 
Get listings in NOW to advertise. 815-449-2215

459948

459979

GRAIN & CATTLE FARM 
REAL ESTATE AUCTION
ENGELKENS FARMS, MARY & EDGAR ENGELKENS ESTATE

1885 N. HENDERSON RD., FREEPORT, IL
SATURDAY, AUG. 31 • 11 A.M. 

LOCATION: From Freeport, IL, go north on Rt. 26 approx. three miles to Winneshiek Rd., go east 
to Henderson Rd., go south to farm on left. Property is centrally located about 60 miles west of 
Dubuque, IA, approx. 30 miles from Rockford, IL, 20 miles south of Monroe, WI, and minutes from 
Freeport, IL.
REAL ESTATE: Located in Sec. 20 of Lancaster Twp, Stephenson Co., IL, inc. 184.41 acres (according 
to Stephenson County tax bill) with approx. 150 acres tillable with a really nice set of buildings and 
a 4-bedroom country home.  
TERMS: 3% buyer’s premium to be paid at closing. $100,000 down day of auction as earnest 
money, payable to Bidlingmaier Realty, LLC Trust Acct., balance in cash at closing on or before  
Sept. 30. Buyers will be required to sign an offer to purchase at auction with no contingencies.  Crop 
land and pasture is rented for the 2024 season. There will be no rent proration to new buyers.  All 
announcements made day of auction take precedence over any printed materials. 
AUCTIONEERS: Tom Bidlingmaier, Browntown, WI 608-328-4878 and Cory Bidlingmaier, 
Monroe, WI 608-558-4924. Ill. Auctioneer Reg. 441000268 and 441000269.

B&M Auctions of WI, LLC, Browntown, WI
Ill. Reg. Auc. Co. #444000205 • www.bm-auctions.com • Follow on Facebook

459804

***AUCTION***
SATURDAY, SEPT. 7 • 10 A.M.

HEIDI HELFAND
LOCATION: 14875 Wittwer Road, South Beloit, IL. Watch for Filer Auction arrows.

TOOLS: Scaffolding; 100 lb. LP tank; torch set; wheelbarrow; Coleman Industrial 10,000 watt 18 
hp. generator; steel fence posts; Ariens 624E gas snowblower; RV water tank; Speco Splitmaster log 
splitter; 4-portable air compressors; Century 110/90 wire feed welder with gas tank; RV extension 
cord; NEW-55 gallon pull sprayer with Honda GC160 gas motor; Trampoline with net; 2-65 gallon 
upright tanks; tarp straps; camper hitch; circular saw with case; hand tools; Ryobi Hammer drill; 
Ryobi buffer; paint tarps; DeWalt jigsaw; plumbing supplies; drywall supplies; electrical supplies; 
Companion 5th wheel hitch; Craftsman electric stapler; pull type lawn cart; 2-LP tanks; Milwaukee 
sawzall; Craftsman router; Hitachi 4 1/2” grinder; Air chisel; Dewalt cordless sawzall; 10-air 
roofing nail guns; Weber grill; Dewalt hand held edger/planer; 20’ adjustable alum. scaffolding 
plank; 48-new LED shop lights; 10’ alum. step ladder; Generac CW20 water pump; 4-hand sprayers; 
garden hose; 2-32’ extension ladder, 1-alum., 1 fiberglass; 2-28’ fiberglass extension ladders; 24’ 
fiberglass extension ladder; 22’ fiberglass extension ladder; 18’ fiberglass extension ladder; Hitachi 
C10FS miter box; Sanborn 5 hp. upright 2-stage air compressor; Stihl MS280 chainsaw; Stihl MS460 
chainsaw; Subaru electric pressure washer; Craftsman table saw; Traeger smoker; Midea window 
air conditioner; bench grinder; portable air tank; Amerivacs vacuum sealer; Craftsman 2-piece tool 
box; 6-parts organizers; 4-floor jacks; large vise; lots of hand tools; tool belt; portable light; racing 
signs; 2-scooters; balance beam; work bench; 12’ fiberglass step ladder; 2-ladder jacks; wet saw; 
4-BMW rims; Wagner power paint sprayer; tile flooring; laminate flooring; garden tools.

MISC.: Kitchen items; craft items; trampoline with net; stuffed animals; portable air conditioner; 
lots of children books; Casio key board; children toys; mini fridge; water cooler; pool stick.

HEMP EQUIPMENT: Irrigation tubing for 5 acres; hemp equipment for making oils; 100s of 5 oz. 
jars for hemp, new.

TRUCK & TRAILER: 1999 Ford F450, V-10, 53,476 miles, single axle, stake side, tarp; 2019 Kaufman 
bumper hitch trailer 20’ deck, 15,000 GVWR, like new!

AUCTIONEERS NOTE: Plan to attend this auction! With the passing of Heidi’s husband Josh, 
Heidi is selling his tools & equipment. This is only a partial list! Check www.filerauction.com for 
photos and full listing.

TERMS: Cash or good check.

AUCTIONEERS: Mike Zettle, 815-238-4955; Randy Filer, 815-871-7936.

— FILER AUCTION and APPRAISAL —
Helenville, Wisconsin 53137 • Davis, Illinois 61019

IL # 444000429 • WI # 1040-52
460470

“Americans don’t want to 
be forced to drive 100 miles 
to deliver a baby because a 
draconian abortion law shut 
down the maternity ward,” 
he said. “Americans want the 
hope of giving birth through 
IVF, not the fear that it might 
be taken away. Americans 
with LGBTQ kids don’t want 
them facing discrimination at 
school because the state sanc-
tioned it.”

Pritzker has also invested 
serious money in efforts to 

enshrine abortion rights in 
other states’ constitutions, 
last year founding a “dark 
money” organization dubbed 
“Think Big America” that’s 
already involved in referen-
dum campaigns in a handful 
of states.

And the fact that the gover-
nor was delivering his speech 
onstage in his hometown is 
the result of Pritzker’s efforts 
to woo DNC organizers to 
Chicago instead of a venue in 
a swing state. After the con-

vention was secured, Pritzker 
spent more than a year pre-
paring for his host role: an 
effort that prompted spending 
millions more. 

But he’s leaned into the 
job with gusto, appearing in 
an episode of Comedy Cen-
tral’s “The Daily Show” in a 
pre-taped segment that aired 
Monday night and contract-
ing with a pair of local brew-
eries to produce limited edi-
tion cans of “JBeer” for the 
DNC.

And after the convention 
hall cleared out on Aug. 20, 
Pritzker hosted a massive in-
vite-only party featuring John 
Legend—a move reminiscent 
of his large-scale inaugura-
tion parties in 2019 and 2023 
that also saw A-list musical 
guests playing for hundreds.

While Pritzker has not been 
afraid to use his wealth to 
grow both his own influence 

in Democratic politics and the 
party itself, the governor’s 
speech echoed themes of 
his biggest failed campaign: 
the 2020 effort to enshrine a 
graduated income tax into Il-
linois’ constitution.

Pritzker insisted Demo-
crats want to “cut taxes on 
everyday people,” a promise 
similar to what he said when 
he kicked off the effort for a 

graduated income tax in 2019 
and repeated often during the 
nearly two-year campaign: 
“People like me should pay 
more and people like you 
should pay less.”

The so-called “Fair Tax” 
was Pritzker’s signature cam-
paign promise two years ear-
lier, but despite spending mil-
lions on the campaign, voters 
rejected the ballot measure.

•	Speech   (Continued from page 2)

a fourteen foot cultimulcher 
that our smaller tractors could 
handle with no trouble, and 
so with five or six of us in the 
field, counting the planter, we 
were able to get the crops in 
quickly each spring. When I 
was in high school, we began 
to expand the operation and 
rent more land so we bought 
a couple of 140 horse tractors 
ourselves so we could chisel 
plow or offset disc instead 
of plowing the old fashioned 
way with moldboards. Later 
we purchased a new 160 
horse tractor with front wheel 
assist and that thing could 
really work. Now the bigger 

Case IH tractors put their 
horsepower right on the name 
of the tractors. For example, 
the Case IH Steger 350 has 
350 hp and the 400 has 400 
hp and so on. That makes it 
pretty handy to know what 
you’re working with.

We still have all of the 
old tractors around the farm 
somewhere and most of them 
still run. In fact, on my little 
farm where all I do is make 
a little hay and mow weeds 
out in the pasture, I still try 
to use them like I’m farming 
in the old days. I mow hay 
with my grandpa’s rebuilt and 
repainted 1954 Super MTA. I 

rake with my brother’s 1965 
IH 1206 diesel and I bale 
with the 1965 Farmall 706 
that my dad bought new. So, 
one might say that I am living 
in the past. I have to say it 
sure is fun though.

It’s kind of hard being 
the only guy driving up and 
down my road on these old 
tractors, but as they say, that’s 
progress. In Ecclesiastes 7:10 
we read, Do not always be 
asking, Where are the good 
old days? Wise folks don’t 
ask questions like that.  I 
don’t think this verse is 
talking about farming. Until 
next week, God bless.

•	Tractors   (Continued from page 4)

457170

For a digital subscription with a weekly emailed link, just go to 
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expect more from your body shop
aMore Experience aMore Service aMore Quality 

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee
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If you live in Jo Daviess County, you can receive the Scoop Today every week by 
email or mail for FREE!

Free delivery is available in Jo Daviess County by mail or email when requested. 
As an alternative to mail, a free Digital eSubscription will be available by request. A 
link to your eSubscription will be emailed to you every week.

Now is your chance to get your hometown news 
before the newspaper is hot off the press! The 
Scoop Today eSubscription can be read on a 
computer, laptop or tablet. To continue free 
delivery by email or mail and avoid missing any 
issues, return your form today!

There will be no 
telemarketing calls, no 
strings attached, just 
convenient, free delivery 
compliments of our advertisers.
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FHN holding 
live and 
virtual 
hiring event 
August 24

 FHN is looking to add tal-
ented and qualified nurses, 
medical assistants, nursing 
assistants, imaging technolo-
gists, and clinical therapists to 
the FHN team with an upcom-
ing Hiring Event.

 On-the spot interviews, 
tours of select departments, 
and real-time offers will be 
available at the event, set for 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday, 
Aug. 24 at FHN Memorial 
Hospital, 1045 W. Stephenson 
Street in Freeport.  “We will 
have representatives in the 
main lobby of the hospital to 
greet candidates,” said FHN 
Talent Acquisition Specialist 
Rilee Smith. “Just identify 
yourself as an interested can-
didate and we’ll get you go-
ing in the right direction to, if 
you’re a good fit for our team, 
walk out with a job offer.”

 FHN offers first-day bene-
fits which includes an exten-
sive benefit package, tuition 
assistance, flexible time off 
and eligible positions may 
qualify for certification and/or 
BSN stipends.

 A virtual option also is 
available now through Aug. 
24 Visit www.fhn.org/hirin-
gevent for more information 
and to begin the process.

 Chuck Jackson presents the Knights of Columbus Scholarship to Olivia Harnish 
on Sunday, Aug. 13. Congratulations, Olivia!

SUBmITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Local student receives scholarship

Wolves to rely on 
versatile attack
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

	The Pearl City Wolves are 
coming off a 2023 volleyball 
season in which they finished 
with an overall record of 
just 8-26-2.  The wins came 
few and far between for the 
Wolves.  After getting off to 
a 3-5 start, the Wolves went 
just 3-21-2 the rest of the way.  
That includes a 2-0 loss to the 
Durand Bulldogs in the open-
ing round of playoffs. 

	That was Pearl City Head 
Coach Tammy Stephan’s 
first-year at the helm of the 
program.  The good news for 
Stephan and Pearl City is that 
they return almost every one 
of their major statistical lead-
ers from last season.  After 
losing Mattie Schauer, Olivia 
Williams, Ava Bremmer, and 
Lisa Baker to graduation, the 
Wolves still bolster a talented 
and experienced roster. 

	Standout player Fallyn En-
dress is back after leading the 
team in kills and aces, while 
finishing second in assists.  
Endress broke onto the scene 
as a younger varsity player.  
Now a junior, Endress will be 
expected to take her leader-
ship to another level in 2024. 

	Senior Anna Dampman is 
also back after finishing sec-
ond on the team in kills last 
year.  Dampman was also sec-
ond on the team in solo blocks 
as she provides a force on both 
sides of the net.  They also 
return Kylie Campbell, who 
proved to be one of the team’s 
top defenders and servers as a 
junior.  Jorja Johnson will be 
back to facilitate the offense 
for another year.  Johnson 
led the team with 146 assists 
and 26 aces in 2023.  Maya 

Boyer did a little bit of every-
thing as a sophomore, and she 
will provide another dynamic 
piece as a junior. 

	There are a few other play-
ers who will get opportuni-
ties in 2024.  Stephan men-
tioned Danica Stager, Marlee 
McPeek, and transfer player, 
Bella Smith, as newcomers 
with some expectations.  

	If there is anything that 
stands out on paper about the 
Wolves, it is their amount of 
returning offensive talent.  
Stephan is hoping to build the 
team around their offensive 
prowess.  When asked what 
the strength of this year’s 
squad is, Stephan shared it 
is the abundance of talent.  
There are “at least five girls 
who can set and a majority of 
the hitters can hit from any-
where,” Stephan explained.  
Additionally, Stephan added 
that the team has an “extreme-
ly strong backrow.” 

	One of the main focuses 
for Stephan and the Wolves 
is their chemistry on the 
floor.  Stephan was straight 
to the point when asked about 
where the team needs to im-
prove.  “Team cohesiveness, 
togetherness, and mental side 
of the game,” Stephan an-
swered.  She took it a step fur-
ther, mentioning that her goal 
for the team is to “become a 
tighter bonded team” with 
their eye on a Regional Title. 

	As always, competing in 
the NUIC will be the toughest 
challenge the Wolves will face 
this year.  Early on, Stephan 
expects the team to compete 
around the middle of the pack 
for conference standings.  Ev-
ery single 2024 conference 
matchup is going to be a grind 
for members of the NUIC. 

	Pearl City tipped off their 
season on Aug. 26 when they 
took on Warren. The Wolves 
return home on Sept. 5 when 
they play host to the Polo 
Marcos at 7 p.m.  

SSM Health at Home offering grief support group in Monroe
	Join SSM Health at Home 

for “Walking Through Grief,” 
an education and support 

group providing resources 
and encouragement for people 
grieving the death of a loved 

one.  This is a six-week grief 
support group open to those 
ages 18+ who have experi-

enced the death of someone 
special. Sessions will be held 
on Wednesdays from 10 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. from Sept. 11 to 
Oct. 16 at Monroe Engraving, 
1005 30th Street in Monroe.

	There is no charge to at-
tend. Those interested can 
register for the group online 
at ssmhealth.com/classes. For 
more information or to regis-
ter over the phone, please call 
SSM Health at Home at 608-
324-1143.

Local news on-line
rvpnews.

com

Support the buSineSSeS
that Support you!

393039

Lady Broncos return majority of 22-win squad
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

	The Orangeville Broncos racked up 
22 wins in their 2023 volleyball season.  
After finishing with an overall record 
of 22-17, the Broncos saw their season 
come to an end with a playoff loss to 
the Lena-Winslow Panthers.  

	This year, the Broncos return with 
a chip on their shoulder as nearly all 
of their 2023 roster is back for another 
go in 2024.  Orangeville lost just one 
player to graduation, albeit a big one in 
Whittney Sullivan.  The Broncos lost 
an imposing player on both sides of the 
net, and they will have to find ways to 
replace her size and athleticism.  

	The roster should have the chemistry 
and IQ to get it done.  Every other 
starter that played a role in their 22-win 
season is back.  Outside hitter Alex 

Schmidt, middle hitter Bailey Jordan, 
defensive specialist Katie Fryer, outside 
hitter Kaylynn O’Haver, setter Delaney 
Cahoon, libero Emma Frautschy, 
defensive specialist Alyse Cahoon, and 
right-side hitter Anicka Kraft are all 
back for 2024.  

	It is easy to see why the Broncos 
and their head coach, Stephanie Riedl, 
believe the team’s varsity experience 
to be their biggest strength.  “We have 
a lot of returning players that have 
been on varsity for several years.  This 
Varsity team has a strong bond and a lot 
of defensive talent,” Riedl explained. 

	In addition to their returning 
starters, Riedl has big expectations for 
newcomer Olivia Schroeder.  “She will 
be a great addition for our team.  She 
will add even more block coverage for 
us,” Riedl said of Schroeder. 

	Riedl, entering her fifth season as 
head coach of the Broncos, has some 
big expectations for this year’s squad.  
On paper, the Broncos appear poised 
to make a run at a conference title.  
Competing in the NUIC makes that 
quite the challenge, but the Broncos 
are embracing it.  “The conference is 
going to be tough this year, but we are 
ready for the challenge,” Riedl shared.  
Despite that, Orangeville volleyball 
has their sights set on a conference 
championship for 2024. 

The Broncos were originally 
supposed to tip off their 2024 season 
on Aug. 26 against the Stockton 
Blackhawks before the game was 
postponed due to heat.  Orangeville is 
set to return home on Sept. 5 when they 
play host to the West Carroll Thunder 
at 7 p.m.
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Oak Leaf 
Plumbing

815-541-5262 www.oakleafhomecompany.com

459233

Your preferred 
full service 

Plumber call 
us to make an 
appointment 

today.

459451

Get the
beautiful smile 

you’ve
always wanted

Dr. Stephen Petras
STOCKTON

DENTAL CENTER  
815-947-3700

120 West Front Ave. 
Stockton, Illinois 61085

A licensed Illinois General Dentist

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

	 The Lena Area Historical Museum’s new exhibit of postcards is now open.  The exhibit highlights postcards of 
Lena homes, snow scenes taken in town, candid images of families and friends, the campground, and much more. 

Lena Area Historical Museum postcard exhibit
	A new exhibit is open 

at the Lena Area Histori-
cal Museum.  The exhibit, 
Capturing History with Real 
Photo Postcards, explores 
the popular pastie of collect-
ing postcards during the ear-
ly 1900s.  

	In 1898, the US govern-

ment set postage for post-
cards at one cent.  Then in 
1903, the Kodak Company 
invented a camera made es-
pecially for producing post-
cards.  By 1907 the flood-
gates opened, and small 
photography studios and 
amateurs began taking pic-

tures of popular buildings 
and scenes in small towns 
throughout the country.  
This phenomenon leaves 
us with snapshots frozen in 
time which document many 
scenes that are long gone. 

	The exhibit highlights 
photos that were taken in 

Lena in the 1910s by two 
commercial photographers.  
The rest of the exhibit shows 
the range of photographic 
subjects that survive today.  

	The museum is open the 
first and third Saturdays 
through September, and for 
tours by appointment.

Selecting, storing, and using winter squash
	Winter squash is one of 

the fall’s most popular and 
tasty vegetables. Winter 
squash encompasses a vari-
ety of squash, such as Acorn, 
Buttercup, Butternut, Hub-
bard, Sweet Dumpling, and 
Spaghetti squash. If interest-
ing in learning how to make 
everyday squash go from or-
dinary to extraordinary, Join 
University of Illinois Exten-
sion for one of the fall pro-
gramming favorites, Getting 
the Scoop on Winter Squash!

	This workshop will dis-
cuss various common and 
not-so-common types of 
winter squash. Learn how 
to select and store winter 
squash to extend its shelf 
life and enjoy it months after 
harvesting. A discussion will 

include the nutritional bene-
fits of winter squash, ways to 
incorporate it into everyday 
life, great ideas on preparing 
and using these culinary fa-
vorites, and, best of all, par-
ticipants will receive some 
delicious recipes. 

	Getting the Scoop on 

Winter Squash! will be held 
Wednesday, Sept. 25, from 
1 to 3 p.m. at the Freeport 
Public Library, 100 E Doug-
las St, Freeport, IL. Register 
for this program by calling 
the U of I Extension at 815- 
235-4125 or online at go.illi-
nois.edu/jsw. Registration is 

$5.
	University of Illinois Ex-

tension provides equal op-
portunities in programs and 
employment. If in need of 
reasonable accommodations 
to participate in this pro-
gram, please call 815-235-
4125.

Biden designates 
Springfield 1908 
Race Riot Monument

Financial institutions sue credit 
card fee law; Mendoza withholds 

payments to embattled village
By Jerry Nowicki 
and Andrew Adams
Capitol News Illinois

President Joe Biden signed 
a proclamation on Aug. 16 to 
designate the “Springfield 
1908 Race Riot National 
Monument” on the 116th an-
niversary of the deadly riot 
in the state capital. 

“We’re allowing history 
to be written—what hap-
pened—so our children, our 
grandchildren, everybody 
understands what happened 
and what could still happen,” 
Biden said at an Oval Office 
ceremony to designate the 
monument. 

Illinois House Speaker 
Emanuel “Chris” Welch—
the first black man to hold 
that position in Illinois—
said he became emotional 
while attending the White 
House ceremony upon an in-
vite from Biden’s staff. 

“That race riot led to the 
creation of the NAACP, 
which led to Thurgood Mar-
shall, which led to Brown 
versus Board of Education, 
and so many big victories in 
this country when it comes 
to race relations,” Welch 
said in a phone interview. 
“You have to say that it was 
this that led to the creation of 
opportunities for people like 
me to become the first black 
speaker.” 

In August 1908, a white 
mob lynched two black men, 
Scott Burton and William K. 
Donnegan, and burned down 
homes and businesses in the 
city’s black community. The 
riots were spurred by the 
mob seeking to lynch two 
men held in the Sangamon 
County Jail, Joe James and 
George Richardson. James 
had been accused and was 
later convicted in the county 
of murdering a white man, 
while Richardson was ac-
cused of sexually assaulting 
a white woman who later 
signed a statement saying 
she had falsified the allega-
tion.

Biden’s proclamation 
said the deadly event was 
“emblematic of the racism, 
intimidation, violence, and 
lynchings that black Ameri-
cans experienced in commu-
nities across the country in 
the late 19th and early 20th 
Centuries.”

The monument will be 
located between N. 9th and 
11th streets, and between 
E. Mason and E. Madison 
streets.

Welch said it’s import-
ant to emphasize history to 

avoid repeating it, and he 
mentioned the July 6 killing 
of Sonya Massey, a black 
woman, by a white police 
officer. 

“We have a party in this 
country right now that would 
love to erase history. They 
want us to forget a lot of the 
things that make America, 
America,” he said. “And I 
think it’s important that we 
continue to recognize the 
significance of these events 
and make sure folks remem-
ber what occurred in this 
country.” 

 
Lawsuit challenges 
credit card fee law

Financial institutions filed 
a long-promised legal chal-
lenge Aug. 15 to a new state 
law that would prohibit them 
from charging fees on the tip 
and tax portions of debit or 
credit card transactions. 

An “interchange fee” is a 
standard charge applied over 
150 billion times annually 
across the U.S. when a cred-
it or debit card is swiped. 
While it usually applies to a 
full purchase price, the Illi-
nois law would exempt the 
portion that goes to tips and 
state and local taxes. 

No other state has enacted 
such a limitation on inter-
change fees. 

The provision, dubbed the 
Interchange Fee Prohibition 
Act, was included in the bud-
geting process to appease the 
state’s retailers, because the 
governor and Democratic 
lawmakers capped an exist-
ing tax discount claimed by 
retailers to fill a budget gap. 

But the move drew swift 
backlash from financial in-
dustry advocacy groups. The 
Illinois Bankers Association, 
American Bankers Asso-
ciation, America’s Cred-
it Unions and the Illinois 
Credit Union League filed a 
joint lawsuit after weeks of 
public advocacy against the 
change. 

See monument, Page 13
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Service 
Corner

The Scoop Today 
& Shopper’s Guide

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

Nick Judge • 815-990-8937
www.sixpointservices.com

Residential and 
Commercial

Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning

Window Washing
Holiday Lighting

Fully insured
413671

460477

DeVoe 
License 
& Title 
Service

Call for Appointment
Mon-Fri 

10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Saturday

10 a.m. - noon

216 W. Main • Lena
815-369-5549

368916

Rose 
Handyman 

Service
WE DO IT ALL

No job too small
815-990-0095

432030

385630

240 W. Main St., Suite C • Lena, IL
Call for a quote • 815-369-4747

PRICE • COVERAGE • SERVICE

Gretchen
Rackow

Joe
Werhane

• Auto • Motorcycle • Boat • 

• Snowmobile • RV •

• Home • Renters • 

• Condo • Rented Dwelling •  

• Mobile Home •

• Business • Farm • Life • 

www.bussianinsurance.com

SUMMER SALES EVENT!!

10240 N. Old Mill Rd. • McConnell, IL 61050
815-541-3348 • heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

0%  Interest 
Financing 
Options 
available

Your local Toro Dealer & Master Service Center

458076

Save up to $2,000 on
select commercial zeroturns.

BANANA SPLIT
BROWNIE
CHERRY

CHOCOLATE SYRUP
COLD
CONE

COOKIE DOUGH
CUP

FROZEN YOGURT
GELATO

HOT FUDGE
ICE CREAM

ICE MILK
ICES

MIXED
NUTS

PEANUT BUTTER
REFRESHING

SHERBET
SORBET

SPRINKLES
SUNDAE
WAFFLE

WHIPPED CREAM

Game Page

Sudoku 
Fun by the Numbers

	 Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from 
the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil 
and put your sudoku savvy to the test! Here’s How 
It Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 
grid, broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, 
column and box. Each number can appear only once 
in each row, column and box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers will appear by using the 
numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve 
the puzzle!

Answers on page 15

Illinois Newspapers  keeping you informed

Brought to you by your newspaper and the Illinois Press Association

452032
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Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE, rvpnews.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

392651

From Lena’s Kitchen

	I think I predicted that we 
weren’t done with the hot 
weather.  I think I was wish-
ing we could have that beauti-
ful 70-degree weather we had 
last week.  The recipes for this 
week take it easy on the cook-
ing for hot weather.  There are 
two salads, an appetizer, and 
two main dishes that don’t 
require any oven preparation.  
Hope you have a great cook-
ing week.

Mini BLTs
	If you are looking for a 

seasonal appetizer that is re-
ally pretty, this take-off on 
the traditional BLT is great 
for any party or picnic.

28 cherry tomatoes
7 bacon strips, cooked and 

crumbled
½ C. mayonnaise
1/3 C. chopped green on-

ions
3 T. grated Parmesan 

cheese
2 T. finely chopped celery
2 T. minced fresh parsley
	Cut a thin slice from the 

bottom of the tomatoes to al-
low them to rest flat.  Cut a 
thin slice off the top of each 
tomato.  Scoop out and dis-
card pulp;  invert tomatoes 
onto a paper towel to drain.  
Place tomatoes on serving 
tray right side up.  In a small 
bowl, combine the bacon, 
mayo, onions, cheese, celery 
and parsley.  Spoon into to-
matoes.  Cover and refriger-
ate at least 2 hours.

Fresh Corn Salad
	If you still have some corn 

left, this salad is a great side; 
it is easy and doesn’t involve 
many ingredients.  Be sure 
to allow cooling time after 
putting it together. 

5 ears of corn, shucked
2 green onions, finely 

sliced
¼ C. oil
2½ T. white wine vinegar
½ t. salt
½ t. pepper
1/3 C. finely sliced basil 

leaves
	Bring a large pot of salted 

water to a boil with 1 t. sug-
ar.  Boil the corn until tender 
crisp, 3 to 4 minutes.  Do 
not overcook corn.  Immerse 
the corn in very cold water 
to stop the cooking process.  
Place the corn on a clean 
dish towel over a cutting 
board; use a serrated knife to 
cut the kernels off the cobs.  
The dish towel will dry the 
corn and prevent it from 

bouncing all over the place.
	In a large bowl, combine 

the corn with the oil, vine-
gar, onions, salt and pepper.  
Cover and refrigerate until 
ready to serve.  Just before 
serving, toss in the fresh 
basil.  Taste and adjust sea-
soning if necessary; you can 
also adjust vinegar and sugar 
if salad is too bland.  Serve 
salad cold or at room tem-
perature.

Tuna Macaroni Salad
	If you are looking for a 

great main dish or a side dish, 
this easy tuna macaroni sal-
ad is both filling and easy to 
make.  It doesn’t heat up the 
kitchen either!

2 C. uncooked elbow mac-
aroni

1 C. mayonnaise
¼ C. sweet pickle relish
½ t. salt
¼ t. pepper
1 C. frozen peas, thawed
½ C. chopped sweet onion
½ C. shopped celery
1 can (5 oz.) tuna in water, 

drained and flaked
3 hard-boiled eggs, 

chopped
	Cook macaroni according 

to package directions; drain 
and rinse with cold water.  
Cool completely.  In a small 
bowl, combine mayo, relish, 
salt and pepper.  In a large 
bowl, combine the peas, on-
ion, celery, tuna, eggs and 
macaroni.  Add dressing and 
gently toss to coat.  Refriger-
ate until serving.  Note:  If you 
want a little crunch, add 1 C. 
chow mien noodles to the tuna 
salad.

Slow Cooker Beef 
Burgundy

	When the weather is heat-
ing up and with school start-
ing, it’s helpful to make main 
dishes in the crock pot.  These 
can keep the kitchen cool and 
be put together quickly.  Sul-
livan’s has been having some 
great meat sales, so this main 
dish is more economical if 
the roast is on sale.  The wine 
that is best in this recipe is Pi-
not Noir.  If you don’t want to 
buy wine, use beef broth.

6 bacon strips, diced
1 boneless beef chuck 

roast, 3 lbs., cut into 1½ inch 
cubes

1 can (10½ oz.) beef broth
1 small onion, halved and 

sliced
1 medium carrot, sliced
1 T. butter
1 T. tomato paste
2 garlic cloves, minced
¼ t. dried thyme
½ t. salt
½ t. pepper
1 bay leaf
½ lb. fresh mushrooms, 

sliced
½ C. burgundy wine or 

beef broth
5 T. flour

½ C. cold water
Egg Noodles, cooked ac-

cording to package directions
Chopped fresh parsley for 

garnish
	In a large skillet, cook ba-

con strips over medium heat 
until crisp.  Use a slotted 
spoon to remove the bacon to 
a paper towel to drain.  In the 
drippings, brown the meat 
and drain on a paper tow-
el.  Place beef and bacon in 
a 5-qt. slow cooker that has 
been sprayed with cooking 
spray.  Add the broth, onion, 
carrot, butter, tomato paste, 
garlic, thyme, salt, pepper, 
and bay leaf.  Cover and cook 
on low until meat is tender, 7 
to 8 hours.  Add mushrooms 
and wine.  Combine flour and 
water until smooth.  Gradual-
ly stir into slow cooker.  Cov-
er and cook on high for 30 to 
45 minutes until thickened.  
Discard bay leaf.  Serve over 
cooked noodles and sprinkle 
with parsley.

Creamy Italian 
Chicken

	Keeping with the crock pot 
theme, this chicken dinner is 
another easy one that can be 
made as a weeknight meal.  It 
is also made in a smaller crock 
pot.  Serve it over cooked 
pasta or rice with a salad and 
you have an easy school night 
meal.

4 boneless skinless chicken 
breast halves

1 envelope Italian salad 
dressing mix

¼ C. water
1 pkg. (8 oz.) cream cheese, 

softened
1 can cream of chicken 

soup
1 can (4 oz.) mushrooms 

and stems, drained
Hot cooked pasta or rice
	Place the chicken in a 3-qt 

slow cooker sprayed with 
cooking spray.  Combine the 
salad dressing mix and water; 
pour over the chicken.  Cover 
and cook on Low for 3 hours.  
Remove chicken.  Cool 
slightly; shred meat with two 
forks.  Return chicken to slow 
cooker.  In a small bowl, beat 
cream cheese and soup until 
blended.  Stir in mushrooms.  
Pour over chicken.  Cover and 
cook until chicken is tender, 1 
hour longer.  Serve with pasta 
or rice.  Sprinkle with fresh 
parsley.

Peach Cobbler Bars
Peaches have been very 

plentiful this August.  I have 
gotten some great ones at Sul-
livan’s.  I also believe there 
were good ones at the truck at 
Farm and Fleet and the Farm 
Bureau ones have come in 
also.  

2½ C. flour
1½ C. sugar, divided
½ C. old-fashioned oats
2 t. lemon zest

1 t. baking powder
¼ t. plus 1/8 t. salt, divided
1 C. cold unsalted butter, 

cut into small pieces
1 egg, lightly beaten
2 T. cornstarch
1 T. fresh lemon juice
½ t. cinnamon
¼ t. nutmeg
¼ t. almond extract
8 C. chopped fresh peaches, 

about 6 large peaches
	Preheat oven to 375.  Line 

a 9 x 13 baking pan with a 
double layer of parchment 
paper, letting excess extend 
over sides of pan.  In a medi-
um bowl, stir together flour, 
1 C. sugar, oats, lemon zest, 
baking powder and ¼ t. salt.  
Using a pastry blender, cut 
in cold butter and egg until 
mixture is crumbly.  Pat 4 
C. dough into bottom of pre-
pared pan.  Reserve remaining 
dough.

	In a large bowl, stir togeth-
er cornstarch, lemon juice, 
cinnamon, nutmeg, almond 
extract, remaining ½ C. sugar 
and remaining 1/8 t. salt.  Add 
peaches and toss well.  Gently 
spread mixture onto prepared 
crust.  Crumble remaining 
dough on top.  Bake until 
topping is lightly browned, 
and filling begins to bubble 
around the edges, about 1 
hour and 5 minutes, loosely 
covering with foil during the 
final 10 minutes of baking to 
prevent excess browning.  Let 
cool completely in pan on a 
wire rack or refrigerate over-
night.  Run a knife between 
parchment and pan, using 
excess parchment as handles, 
remove from pan and cut into 
bars.

Peach Cobbler 
Muffins

½ C. unsalted butter, room 
temperature

1 C. sugar
1 egg, room temperature

1½ C. plus 1 T. flour, di-
vided

2 t. baking powder
1 t. salt
¼ t. baking soda
1/3 C. plus 2 T. whole milk, 

room temperature, divided
1/3 C. sour cream, room 

temperature
2 t. vanilla, divided
1 C. chopped fresh peach-

es, divided
Streusel Topping
	Preheat oven to 350.  line 

a 12-cup muffin pan with pa-
per liners or spray with bak-
ing spay with flour.  In the 
bowl of a mixer fitted with 
the paddle attachment, beat 
butter and sugar at medium 
high speed until fluffy, 3 to 
4 minutes, stopping to scrape 
sides of bowl.  Add egg, 
beating until combined and 
stopping to scrape the sides 
of the bowl.  In a medium 
bowl, whisk together 1½ C. 
flour, baking powder, salt and 
baking soda.  In a small bowl, 
whisk together 1/3 C. milk, 
sour cream, and 1½ t. vanilla.  
With mixer on medium-low 
speed, gradually add flour 
mixture to butter mixture al-
ternately with milk mixture, 
beginning and ending with 
flour mixture, beating until 
combined after each addition 
and stopping to scrape sides 
of bowl.

	In another medium bowl, 
toss together ¾ C. chopped 
peaches and remaining 1 T. 
flour.  Add peach mixture to 
batter and gently fold until 
just combined.  Divide batter 
among prepared muffin cups, 
about ¼ C. each.  Top with 
remaining ¼ C. of chopped 
peaches and streusel top-
ping.  Bake until a wooden 
pick inserted in center comes 
out clean, 20 to 25 minutes.  
Let cool in pan for at least 
10 minutes.  Remove from 
pan and let cool completely 
on a wire rack.  In another 

small bowl, whisk together 
powdered sugar, remaining 
2 T. milk and remaining ½ t. 
vanilla.  Garnish muffins with 
sliced peaches and drizzle 
sugar mixture on top.  Refrig-
erate in an airtight container 
up to 3 days.

Streusel Topping
¼ C. flour
1 T. sugar
½ t. cinnamon
¼ t. salt
¼ C. cold unsalted butter, 

cubed.
	In a small bowl, whisk 

together flour, sugar, cinna-
mon, and salt.  Using a pas-
try blender, cut in cold butter 
until mixture is crumbly.  Re-
frigerate in an airtight con-
tainer for at least 30 minutes 
until ready for use.

Final Thoughts
	I can’t believe that we will 

be entering September at the 
end of this week.  Labor Day 
is the official end of summer, 
and then it is on to fall.  The 
fall golf has started for high 
school, and the volleyball and 
football games are beginning 
also for both junior high and 
high school.  The crickets are 
driving all of us crazy with 
their chirping, and that is 
another sure sign that things 
will be changing.  Apple or-
chard visits and craft fairs are 
beginning to pop up.  The fall 
weather will also be a signal 
for us to change our cooking.

	We will be looking for 
some good squash and apple 
recipes, so send some fa-
vorites our way.  If you find 
some recipes to share, you 
can contact us by email at 
scoopshopper@rvpublishing.
com or by mail at From Le-
na’s Kitchens, The Shopper’s 
Guide at Rock Valley Pub-
lishing, 1102 Ann St., Dela-
van, WI 53115.  Have a great 
week.

The not so skinny cook
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IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

COUNTY OF 
Stephenson - 

Freeport, ILLINOIS
NewRez LLC d/b/a 
Shellpoint Mortgage 
Servicing
    PLAINTIFF
  Vs.
Michelle Dixon a/k/a 
Michelle L. Dixon; et. al.
    DEFENDANTS

24 FC 5
CALENDAR

NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is 

hereby given that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclo-
sure entered in the above 
entitled cause Intercounty 
Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion will on September 18, 
2024, at the hour 1:30 p.m., 
Security First Title Compa-
ny, 205 West Stephenson 
Street, Freeport, IL 61032, 
sell to the highest bidder 
for cash, the following de-
scribed mortgaged real es-
tate:

LOT SIX (6) IN BLOCK 
ONE (1) IN GREEN’S 
ADDITION TO THE 
CITY OF FREEPORT; 
SITUATED IN THE 
TOWNSHIP OF FREE-
PORT, COUNTY OF STE-
PHENSON AND STATE 
OF ILLINOIS.

P.I.N. 18-14-31-106-025.
Commonly known as 318 

W. Stearns Street, Free-
port, IL 61032.

The real estate is: single 
family residence. If the 
subject mortgaged real es-
tate is a unit of a common 
interest community, the 
purchaser of the unit other 
than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required 
by subsection (g-1) of Sec-
tion 18.5 of the Condo-
minium Property Act. Sale 
terms: At sale, the bidder 
must have 10% down by 
certified funds, balance 
within 24 hours, by certi-
fied funds. No refunds. The 
property will NOT be open 
for inspection. Prospective 
bidders are admonished to 
check the court file to veri-
fy all information.

For information call Sales 
Department at Plaintiff’s 
Attorney, Codilis & Asso-
ciates, P.C., 15W030 North 
Frontage Road. Suite 100, 
Burr Ridge, IL 60527. 
(630) 794-5300. 14-24-
00180 IJSC
INTERCOUNTY 
JUDICIAL SALES 
CORPORATION
intercountyjudicialsales.
com

I3249538

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

Aug. 14, 21 & 28, 2024)
459643

NOTICE
Lena-Winslow CUSD 

#202 Board of Education 
in Stephenson and Jo Da-
viess counties announces 
the availability of the Bud-
get for the fiscal year be-
ginning July 1, 2024. The 
budget will be available for 
public inspection online at 
Le-Win.net or at the Dis-
trict Office, 401 Fremont 
Street, Lena, IL during 
normal school hours begin-
ning on Thursday, August 
22, 2024.

The Board of Education 
will hold a public hearing 
regarding the Budget for 
the fiscal year beginning 
July 1, 2024 and ending 
June 30, 2025 on Wednes-
day, September 25, 2024 at 
7:00 p.m. in the Le-Win Ju-
nior High School library at 
517 Fremont Street, Lena, 
Illinois.

Pete Conway
Secretary

Board of Education
(Published in

The Shopper’s Guide
Aug. 28, 2024)

460398

PUBLIC NOTICE
Rush Township

This is to notify all regis-
tered voters in the Town-
ship of Rush that the fol-
lowing is a list of vacancies 
for the Rush Township 
Board that will appear on 
the April 1st, 2025 Consoli-
dated Election:  

(1) 4 year term for Town-
ship Supervisor

(1) 4 year term for Town-
ship Clerk

(1) 4 Year term for Town-
ship Road Commissioner

(4) 4 Year term for Town-
ship Trustees

Petitions will be available 
from the Township Clerk 
by calling 815.718.9663 
beginning on August 20, 
2024.  Petitions must be 
filed with the Township 
Clerk between November 
12th and November 18th, 
2024.

(Published in
The Scoop Today 
Aug. 28, 2024)

460324

LEGAL NOTICES

who have sent a donation to 
help underwrite the Scoop 

Today/Shopper’s Guide. For 
those of you who haven’t 

done so in the past year, but 
enjoy this newspaper and 

would like to help us pay for 
its operation, please send a 
donation in any amount to:

c/oRock Valley Publishing, 1102 Ann St., Delavan, WI 53115
If you thInk youR nEWSPAPER IS WoRth

50¢ an issue, it would be $26.00; 75¢ an issue - $39.00 
or $1 an issue - $52.00

You won’t get a Scoop/Shopper’s Guide tote bag, an Apple gift card, or a 
discount on an extended car warranty. But you will get the satisfaction of 

knowing that you have helped support your favorite newspaper.

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

Phone______________________________

__ Please keep my
     paper coming: 453719

the Scoop Today Shopper’s Guide
READERS

The change is not slated to 
take effect until July 1, 2025. 
The plaintiffs argue it would 
“upend the intricate and care-
fully calibrated global sys-
tems for debit and credit card 
purchases.” Specifically, they 
say the state action “usurps 
the federal government’s sole 
regulatory authority” of cer-
tain banks and credit unions.

The lawsuit also argues the 
fees are necessary for the fi-
nancial institutions to offset 
risks such as the purchaser de-
faulting or the purchase being 
fraudulent. 

Institutions “do not have 
the capabilities, systems, or 
processes to comply” with 
the law by July 1, the lawsuit 
argues, and they’d have to in-
vest “potentially hundreds of 
millions of dollars” depend-
ing on the institution to put 
systems in place. 

The lawsuit asked the 
courts to prevent the law from 
taking effect on July 1 and de-
clare it invalid.

Proponents of the IFPA 
say it should be easily imple-
mented because institutions 
are already prohibited from 
charging fees on purchases 
made through government 
programs such as the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance 
Program, and the tax and tip 
portion of charges is already 
separated in financial systems. 

State cuts funds to 
village of Dolton

Comptroller Susana Men-
doza announced Aug. 15 her 
office will withhold roughly 
$135,000 from a village in 
Chicago’s south suburbs for 
failing to file required annu-
al financial reports with the 
state. 

The village of Dolton, led 
by controversial Mayor Tiffa-
ny Henyard, has failed to file 
its annual financial report, a 
financial audit and three Tax 
Increment Financing district 
reports for two years, accord-
ing to the comptroller’s office. 

The money being with-
held are the village’s “offset” 
funds, which is money held by 
the state from people who owe 
traffic tickets or other money 
to municipalities like Dolton. 

Mendoza’s office also 
threatened to impose a fine of 
over $78,000 on the village if 
its leaders don’t address the 
problem. She said her office 
works with municipalities if 
they fall behind on reports, 
but that “Dolton is different.” 

“The mayor’s office has re-
fused to communicate with us 
or address the problem,” Men-
doza said in a statement. “If 
Mayor Henyard refuses to fol-
low state law, my office will 
use the tools at our disposal 
to safeguard the interests of 
Dolton’s citizens.” 

Henyard has drawn signifi-
cant criticism in recent years 
for alleged corruption, misuse 
of public funds and personal 
battles with others in Dolton 
government. Her behavior 
sparked a change in state law 
earlier this year. 

Federal investigators have 
served several subpoenas on 
the village, seeking, among 

other things, all expense re-
imbursements and credit card 
expenditures for Henyard, 
according to reporting from 
FOX 32.

The village’s board of trust-

ees also hired former Chicago 
Mayor Lori Lightfoot—who 
worked on federal corruption 
investigations as a prosecutor 
in the late 1990s—to investi-
gate Henyard earlier this year. 

•	Monument   (Continued from page 9)

Extension offers a Flower Preservation Workshop
	Harvesting and preserving 

flowers from your garden is a 
great way to enjoy them year-
round. Flowers can be pre-
served by drying or pressing. 
Preserved flowers can be used 
in many ways in your home 
and garden. To learn more 
about preserving flowers and 

how to use them, join the Uni-
versity of Illinois Extension 
for the  Flower Preservation 
Workshop. At this workshop, 
participants will learn about 
the flowers that best work for 
preservation. Also, we will 
discuss the different methods 
of flower preservation.

	As part of the workshop, 
participants can use preserved 
flowers to make two projects: 
a pressed flower bookmark 
and a sachet. The  Flower 
Preservation Workshop  will 
be held on Thursday, Sept. 
26, at 6 p.m. at the U of I Ex-
tension – Stephenson County, 

located in Building R at High-
land Community College, 
2998 W. Pearl City Road, 
Freeport IL. Registration is 
required by calling the Uni-
versity of Illinois Extension 
at 815- 235-4125 or online 
at  go.illinois.edu/jsw. Regis-
tration is $10.

393041
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 help wanted

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

Part-Time Help Wanted

 real estate

 real estate

 transportation
Automobiles

1964 BUICK RIVIERA 425 CID, 
runs & looks great. $20,000 
OBO. 815-347-0496.

1985 TOYOTA SUPRA Original 
owner, California car, 172,000 
miles.  Evansville $8,000 OBO.  
608-322-2483

Boats
14 FT. O’DAY JAVELIN/PAD-
DOCK LAKE Main sail/Jib w/
trailer. $900 262-586-5172 or 
630-258-9589.

2011 ALUMACRAFT FISHER-
MAN 145 $7,100. OBO Yamaha 
25HP 4 Stroke Electric Start. 
Shorelander Bunk Trailer. Hum-
minbird 565 Fishfinder. New 
Seats. New Cover, New Carpet, 
New Trailer Lights. Contact: Skaf-
floc@yahoo.com

‘87 RINKER DECK BOAT 
Comes with new trailer & shore 
station boat lift with lift motor & 
canopy, and boat cover. Runs 
great! Well maintained inside & 
out! Low hours! Clean & comfort-
able interior for 10 people, ready 
to enjoy. Please call Marcia @ 
815-483-0177 or 815-463-1940 
for more details, asking $14,850.

ALUMINUM BOAT TRAILER 
HURRICANE. Tandem axle, 
spare tire rack & buddy brakes. 
Call 773-220-5742.

COMMERCIAL JON BOAT With 
trailer, 18 foot, 25 hp Yamaha 
F/S. $2,000. Call 262-206-1725.

Campers and RVs
1994 WINNEBAGO WARRIOR 
22’ V8 454 engine, 97,200 miles. 
Newer tires, new battery, new 
sub floor and flooring. Rooftop 
A/C works great. Rust free, runs 
good and ready for travel! Asking 
$10,500. Located near Rockford. 
Call 815-520-0997.

2022 COACHMAN FREEDOM 
EXPRESS 24’ Travel Trailer with 
Q bed. Very clean. $19,000. 
OBO. 262-470-4083.

Motorcycles
1999 HARLEY DAVIDSON 
Road King Classic $5000, Ex-
cellent condition, 450 cc, fuel in-
jected, 28,300 miles, Cobalt blue 
One Owner, Comes with wind-
shield, backrest, luggage racks, 
side bags, cover.  Needs a rear 
tire.  Bill Hauri 608-214-6283

Sports/Classic 
Cars

1952 CHEVY PICKUP Solid Ne-
vada truck, runs great. $19,750. 
(262) 949-6997.

Trucks & Trailers
MOTORCYCLE/ATV TRAILER 
All aluminum, like new, approx. 
20’ x 6’. $3,000. 262-492-5134.

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention to 
make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial sta-
tus includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of children 
under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby in-
formed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination call HUD toll-
free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$

If so, we wIll run your ad In THe
scoop Today and sHopper’s GuIde aT

No Charge!

Ads will not be accepted without the following information. Only one free ad per month.

YOUR NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you selling a single item for

less thaN $100?

$$$ $$$
Private Party Only

Just fill out the coupon below and mail to:
Rock Valley Publishing, FREE Ad,
1102 Ann. St., Delavan, WI 53115

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

45
42

87

Auction  Deadline
is Noon Friday!

Contact Rhonda at rmarshall@rvpublishing.com 
for information on advertising.

 for sale
FIND YOUR NEXT AUTO 

IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

Burial Needs
7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to 
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva, 
WI 53147. This is a private sale. 
Contact Randy, the seller at 
randy@slpublishers.com.

Agriculture
ROUND ALFALFA & GRASS 
hay bales for sale, stored in-
side,reasonable. 815-291-2382 
or 815-291-2381.

HELP WANTED

Oak Leaf Plumbing
815-541-5262 www.oakleafhomecompany.com

Oak Leaf Plumbing is 
looking for an Illinois 

State Licensed Plumber.
40-45 pay range, paid 

time off, 40 hrs a week, 
no nights or weekends. 459232

444841

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing is looking for a Part-

Time Advertising Sales Executive. 
Approximately 20 hours per week.

We publish newspapers, shoppers, and 
niche publications throughout the stateline. 
You have the opportunity to sell into all Rock 
Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making 
your paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:

Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising
Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com

Fax: (262) 725-6844

Managerial

Southern Lakes Newspapers LLC and its affiliated 
companies are looking for a skilled Office Manager 
to lead and supervise all aspects of our business department 
located in Delavan, Wis. This is a full-time position, minimum 

35 hours, no nights or weekends. You will be in charge 
of managing all day-to-day operations in the business 
department and directly supervising 3-4 employees.

Responsibilities:
• Oversee accounts payable and accounts receivable
• Manage banking accounts
• Quarterly and annual duties for tax filings and census reporting
• 401K and HR administration duties
• Oversee payroll for 3 companies
• Recruiting and training new employees
• Miscellaneous department management duties

Requirements:
• Proficient in QuickBooks
• Bachelor’s degree in business, business management, or other 

related fields
• At least 3 years experience in a management position
• Outstanding leadership abilities
• Excellent written and verbal communication skills

Please submit resume to: kwhittington@rvpublishing.com
459650

460332
LENA PARK DISTRICT HIRING MAINTENANCE POSITIONS

Seasonal & Permanent Part-Time
Application & Job Descriptions at lenaparkdistrict.org/staff

Applications due by September 13
info@lenaparkdistrict.org  I  815-369-5351

PART TIME OFFICE POSITION
Elizabeth First United Methodist Church is seeking a part time 
administrative assistant for 8 - 12 hours per week. Pay is $15/
hour. Office education or experience is preferred. Call or text 
815-275-3023 with questions or to obtain a job description.

460409
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE 15TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF Stephenson - 

Freeport, ILLINOIS
NewRez LLC d/b/a Shellpoint 
Mortgage Servicing
    PLAINTIFF
  Vs.
Michelle Dixon a/k/a Michelle L. 
Dixon; et. al.
    DEFENDANTS

24 FC 5
CALENDAR

NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby giv-

en that pursuant to a Judgment 
of Foreclosure entered in the 
above entitled cause Intercounty 
Judicial Sales Corporation will 
on September 18, 2024, at the 
hour 1:30 p.m., Security First Title 
Company, 205 West Stephenson 
Street, Freeport, IL 61032, sell to 
the highest bidder for cash, the 
following described mortgaged 
real estate:

P.I.N. 18-14-31-106-025.
Commonly known as 318 W. 

Stearns Street, Freeport, IL 
61032.

The real estate is: single fami-
ly residence. If the subject mort-
gaged real estate is a unit of a 
common interest community, the 
purchaser of the unit other than a 
mortgagee shall pay the assess-
ments required by subsection (g-
1) of Section 18.5 of the Condo-
minium Property Act. Sale terms: 
At sale, the bidder must have 10% 
down by certified funds, balance 
within 24 hours, by certified funds. 
No refunds. The property will NOT 
be open for inspection. Prospec-
tive bidders are admonished to 
check the court file to verify all 
information.

For information call Sales 
Department at Plaintiff’s Attor-
ney, Codilis & Associates, P.C., 
15W030 North Frontage Road. 
Suite 100, Burr Ridge, IL 60527. 
(630) 794-5300. 14-24-00180 
IJSC
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL 
SALES CORPORATION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3249538

(Published in The Shopper’s 
Guide 

Aug. 14, 21 & 28, 2024)
459645

REAL ESTATE 
NOTICE

Answers
PUZZLE 1 PUZZLE 2

Can Publish 
Your Legals.

Call
815-877-4044
Or email your 

legals to
Legals@

rvpublishing.
com

Today!

Rock ValleyPublishing LLC

4
2
5
1
2
5

Apple River Fort showcases 
historical recipes at their 
Cast Iron Chef event

Visitors can enjoy the 
sights—and smells—as the 
Apple River Fort’s Cast Iron 
Chef event returns for its 
third year. Fort staff and vol-
unteers will put their culinary 
skills to the test as they bake, 
boil, and broil over open 
cookfires. All recipes to be 
showcased are authentic to 
the 1830s, and copies will 
be available for attendees 
to take home to try out for 
themselves.

But food isn’t the only 
thing on the menu. The Fort’s 
blockhouse will feature a dis-
play of the diverse cast iron 
cookware available through-
out the ages, as well as other 

weird and wonderful histor-
ical kitchen gadgets. Inter-
preters will be on hand to 
give guided tours of the Fort 
itself and answer any ques-
tions about the food or the 
Fort that visitors may have.

This event will take place 
at the Apple River Fort State 
Historic Site on Saturday, 
Sept. 7 from 10 a.m. until 3 
p.m. Attendance is free, but 
donations are always appre-
ciated to fund future special 
events at the Fort. For more 
information, visit our website 
at www.appleriverfort.org or 
contact us directly info@ap-
pleriverfort.org or (815) 858-
2028.

FHN Memorial 
nationally 
recognized for 
high-quality 
cardiovascular care

FHN Memorial Hospital 
has received five American 
Heart Association Get With 
The Guidelines® achieve-
ment awards for demonstrat-
ing commitment to following 
up-to-date, research-based 
guidelines for the treatment of 
heart disease and stroke, ulti-
mately leading to more lives 
saved, shorter recovery times 
and fewer readmissions to the 
hospital.

	Every 40 seconds, some-
one in the U.S. has a stroke or 
heart attack, and heart disease 
and stroke are the No. 1 and 
No. 5 causes of death in the 
United States, respectively. 
Studies show patients can re-
cover better when providers 
consistently follow treatment 
guidelines.

	Get With The Guidelines 
puts the expertise of the 
American Heart Association 
and American Stroke Asso-
ciation to work for hospitals 
nationwide, helping ensure 
patient care is aligned with 
the latest evidence- and re-
search-based guidelines.

	As a participant in Get 
With The Guidelines pro-
grams, FHN Memorial Hos-
pital qualified for the awards 
by demonstrating how their 
organization has committed 
to improving quality care.

	“FHN is dedicated to im-
proving the quality of care for 
our stroke patients by imple-
menting the American Heart 
Association’s Get With The 
Guidelines initiatives,” said 
FHN Stroke Program Coordi-
nator Tracy Love, MSN, RN, 

CNL.
	“With a stroke, time lost 

is brain lost, and this award 
demonstrates our commit-
ment to ensuring patients in 
our community receive care 
based on nationally recog-
nized clinical guidelines.”

FHN Cardiology Clinical 
Nurse Leader Laura Mack, 
MSN, RN, CNL, HF-CERT, 
says the program results in 
better patient health: “Using 
GWTG helps us track and 
measure our performance 
in providing quality cardiac 
care. These awards are the re-
sult of collaboration between 
FHN clinicians and other staff 
to implement processes that 
ensure we are meeting the 
guidelines that lead to better 
outcomes for our patients.”

This year, FHN Memo-
rial Hospital received these 
achievement awards:

• Get With The Guide-
lines® – Heart Failure SIL-
VER PLUS

• Target: Heart Failure Hon-
or Roll

• Target: Type 2 Diabetes 
Honor Roll

• Get With The Guide-
lines® – Coronary Artery 
Disease NSTEMI – SILVER

• Target: Type 2 Diabetes 
Honor Roll

• Get With The Guide-
lines® – Coronary Artery 
Disease STEMI Referring 
Center – BRONZE

• Get With The Guidelines® 
– Rural Stroke SILVER

• Get With The Guidelines® 
– Rural Coronary Artery Dis-
ease STEMI BRONZE
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Available at all Sullivans Foods including:  
103 W North Ave, Stockton, 815.947.3318 OPEN 6AM TO 9PM 7 DAYS A WEEK

201 Dodds Dr, Lena, 815.369.2311OPEN 6AM TO 9PM 7 DAYS A WEEK
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES AND CORRECT PRINTING ERRORS

Copyright © 2024 A2 Advertising, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Written permission is required before use. SullivansFoods_082824_PAGE 1

Like and Follow us on www.facebook.com/sullivansfoods | Check us out or order online at www.sullivansfoods.net | We reserve the right to limit quantities and correct printing errors. All items not available at all stores. 
Sullivan’s Foods has hired a company called Telecheck to process all checks written at our stores. Telecheck has set guidelines in place for processing checks.

Telecheck has a $300 limit for check writing with purchases. If you have an order larger than $300, you may need to pay any remaining balance by cash, credit, or debit card.

BI-COLOR
SWEET CORN

12/$4

Certified Angus Beef® brand

BEEF
TENDERLOIN

FILET

9.99

Family Pack
80% LEAN
GROUND 
BEEF
PATTIES

3.99lb

Bush’s Best
BAKED
BEANS
Select Varieties
21.5-28 oz

2/$4

3.99

Blue Bunny
NOVELTIES
Select Varieties
4 ct

LABOR DAY
FESTIVE CAKE
White or
Chocolate Layer
8 inch

7.99

Mitchell Melons
WHOLE
WATERMELON

4.99ea

Niagara
WATER

24 pk/8 oz oz or 
16.9 oz bottles 2/$5

SURF & TURF 
WITH

LOBSTER!

HIGHLIGHTSHIGHLIGHTS

8 oz

FIRE
UP THE

SMOKER!

Frito-Lay
POTATO 
OR PARTY 
SIZE CHIPS
Select Varieties
8.13-18 oz

3/$10
WHEN YOU BUY 3

3.99lb

USDA Choice
WHOLE
BONELESS
BEEF 
BRISKET

1.49lb

US Gov’t Insp
BONE-IN
PORK BUTT
ROAST
Twin Pack

Cake of the Week

Prices Effective: Wednesday, August 28 thru Tuesday, September 3, 2024

GARLIC &
CHEDDAR
BISCUITS
6 ct

2.59

Heinz
KETCHUP
Select Varieties
29.5-38 oz

3.99

Oscar Mayer
MEAT WIENERS
OR SMOKED 
SAUSAGE
Select Varieties
14-16 oz

1.99

3.99lb

Sullivan’s 
Signature
MACARONI 
OR POTATO 
SALAD

Village Hearth
CLASSIC
BUNS
Hamburger 
or Hot Dog
8 ct

2.99

Kingsford
CHARCOAL
or Match Light
BRIQUETTES
12-16 lb

9.99

Copyright © 2024 A2 Advertising, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Written permission is required before use. SullivansFoods_082824_PAGE 1

Like and Follow us on www.facebook.com/sullivansfoods | Check us out or order online at www.sullivansfoods.net | We reserve the right to limit quantities and correct printing errors. All items not available at all stores. 
Sullivan’s Foods has hired a company called Telecheck to process all checks written at our stores. Telecheck has set guidelines in place for processing checks.

Telecheck has a $300 limit for check writing with purchases. If you have an order larger than $300, you may need to pay any remaining balance by cash, credit, or debit card.

BI-COLOR
SWEET CORN

12/$4

Certified Angus Beef® brand

BEEF
TENDERLOIN

FILET

9.99

Family Pack
80% LEAN
GROUND 
BEEF
PATTIES

3.99lb

Bush’s Best
BAKED
BEANS
Select Varieties
21.5-28 oz

2/$4

3.99

Blue Bunny
NOVELTIES
Select Varieties
4 ct

LABOR DAY
FESTIVE CAKE
White or
Chocolate Layer
8 inch

7.99

Mitchell Melons
WHOLE
WATERMELON

4.99ea

Niagara
WATER

24 pk/8 oz oz or 
16.9 oz bottles 2/$5

SURF & TURF 
WITH

LOBSTER!

HIGHLIGHTSHIGHLIGHTS

8 oz

FIRE
UP THE

SMOKER!

Frito-Lay
POTATO 
OR PARTY 
SIZE CHIPS
Select Varieties
8.13-18 oz

3/$10
WHEN YOU BUY 3

3.99lb

USDA Choice
WHOLE
BONELESS
BEEF 
BRISKET

1.49lb

US Gov’t Insp
BONE-IN
PORK BUTT
ROAST
Twin Pack

Cake of the Week

Prices Effective: Wednesday, August 28 thru Tuesday, September 3, 2024

GARLIC &
CHEDDAR
BISCUITS
6 ct

2.59

Heinz
KETCHUP
Select Varieties
29.5-38 oz

3.99

Oscar Mayer
MEAT WIENERS
OR SMOKED 
SAUSAGE
Select Varieties
14-16 oz

1.99

3.99lb

Sullivan’s 
Signature
MACARONI 
OR POTATO 
SALAD

Village Hearth
CLASSIC
BUNS
Hamburger 
or Hot Dog
8 ct

2.99

Kingsford
CHARCOAL
or Match Light
BRIQUETTES
12-16 lb

9.99

460203
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