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Lena Lions Diamond Jubilee 
Celebration continues with the 
73rd Annual Fall Festival. The 
festival, known as “The Cadil-
lac of Small-Town Festivals”, 
will be held in downtown Lena 
on Sept. 6 and Sept. 7. 

 Free entertainment on Friday 
showcases Sophie Coyote at 7 
p.m. Following the parade on 
Saturday, the Ukulele Express 
815 will perform at 3 p.m. The 
Rock Steady Band will take the 
stage on Saturday, July 7 from 7 
p.m. to 9 p.m. 

 The festival will also host 
a 50/50 Cash Raffle. The win-
ning tickets will be drawn on 
Saturday, Sept. 7 at the close of 
the festival. There will also be 
a raffle to win a 2024 Polaris 
Ghost Gray UTV SP570 Rang-
er. Tickets are available for $10 
each or three for $20 and can be 
purchased from Lion members 
or at the festival.

 Skinners Amusements re-
turns for the 64th year with car-
nival rides for all ages in the 
downtown parking lot starting 
at 6 p.m. on Friday and 2 p.m. 
on Saturday.  Please note that no 
pets will be allowed on the mid-
way except for service dogs for 
people with disabilities. Credit 
cards will be accepted again this 
year to purchase ride tickets.

 The parade will step off from 
the Old School Apartments at 
12 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 7. 
Kids are encouraged to decorate 
their bikes and participate in the 
parade. Parade entry registra-
tion starts at 9 a.m.   Please, no 
4-wheel drive tractors, duals, or 
semis.  A valid driver’s license 
will be required to drive trac-
tors.  

 For parade registration and 
information, please contact Bill 
Crichton at 815- 291-9361.

Lena Lions Club 73rd Annual Fall Festival

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

 The Lena Lions are gearing up for their 73rd Annual Fall Festival to be held 
on Sept. 6 and Sept. 7, 2024.  The event will feature live musical entertainment, 
a 50/50 cash raffle, carnival rides, delicious food stands, a parade, and much 
more. Come join the fun in downtown Lena! 
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Oak Leaf 
Plumbing

815-541-5262 www.oakleafhomecompany.com

459233

Your preferred 
full service 

Plumber call 
us to make an 
appointment 

today.

WINDOWS Including EGRESS
SIDING • DOORS 

Lifetime Warranty • Professionally Trained Installers
Not only do we stand
behind our windows,
we stand on them!
Local Owner 
Scott Williamson

Call Today For Your
FREE ESTIMATE

815-395-1333
6010 Forest Hills Rd, 
Rockford, IL

www.windowworldrockford.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00 am-5:00 pm; Sat 9:00 am-Noon

America’s Largest
Home Improvement

Company
• Locally Owned & Operated

• Professional & Insured Crews

• True Lifetime Warranties,
   Guaranteed Forever!

• Serving Northern Illinois
  for nearly 20 years

Se Habla Espanol

*SEE OUR WEBSITE OR A TEAM MEMBER FOR DETAILS

0% FInAnCIng
optIons
AvAILAbLe*

441478

460807

Julie Willson, Broker
300 E. Main St. • Lena, IL 61048
1201 W. Empire St. • Freeport, IL 61032
Call/Text: 815-690-2792
Email: juliewillson63@gmail.com
www.northwesternillinoishomes.com

Pearl City -  (Nearly 25 Acre) 
Recreational Property, with Home, 

Pole Building, & 16’ Swimming Pool! 
20 Acres Heavy Timber - exceptional 

Hunting, with 2.5 miles of trails 
throughout. 30’ x 30’ Pole Building 

(8’ x 16’ Overhead door). Steel, 
Single Family Home, attached 2.5 
car Garage with shop-work area, 

water, heat & floor drain. $459,000
MLS #202400135

Lake Carroll -  Over 2 Acres to build 
your home, on Southview Drive! 

Partial view of Lake & short drive to 
Shore’s edge. $15,000. 

MLS #202403270

Lake Carroll -  Equestrian Property 
on nearly 8 acres! 3 bedroom, 2 full 
bath, ranch home with 4 stall horse 

barn (hay & equipment storage/
shop area), paddock, & plenty of 

pasture. Only $339,000!
MLS #202403207

Mt. Carroll -  23 Acre Hunter’s & 
Country Lover’s dream! Gorgeous 

west-ward views, from up top; 
wildlife prevails, here! CRP, tillable, 

pasture, trees, & water frontage. 
Hunt it, fish it, camp it @ $244,650   

MLS #202403095

The Freeport Salvation 
Army

 The Freeport Salvation 
Army has a need for coats, 
winter clothes and winter 
items, hygiene items, and 
bedding.  All donations stay 
local and are given to individ-
uals and families.   The local 
Salvation Army of Freeport 
serves  Jo Davis, Ogle, Carroll 
and Stephenson counties.

Farmland prices climb; rental rates set record
By Tammie Sloup
FarmWeek

Farmland values contin-
ue to rise, but show signs of 
cooling off compared to in-
creases in recent years.

The farm real estate value, 
a measurement of the value 
of all land and buildings on 
farms, averaged $4,170 per 
acre for 2024, up $200 (5 
percent) per acre from 2023, 
according to USDA’s Na-
tional Agricultural Statistics 
Service’s (NASS) annual 
land values summary. This 
follows a 6.7 percent, or 
$250, increase between 2022 
and 2023 and marks the 
fourth consecutive increase 
in agricultural land values.

Cropland value averaged 
a record $5,570 per acre, an 
increase of $250 per acre 
(4.7 percent) from the previ-
ous year, and pastureland is 
up 5.2 percent to $1,830 an 
acre over last year.

NASS also released its 
cash rents survey results, 
showing values for cropland 
were up 3.2 percent to a re-
cord $160 per acre.

“While record rental rates 
are an increased production 
expense for renters, on the 
flip side, when land values 
stagnate or decrease, so do 
collateral values, limiting 
farmers’ ability to secure 
loans and access the in-
creased capital needed to 

acquire higher-cost inputs,” 
American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration Economist Daniel 
Munch said in a recent Mar-
ket Intel.

Agricultural land values 
vary significantly throughout 
the country, with the highest 
real estate values concen-
trated in areas producing 
high-value crops, such as 
wine grapes and tree nuts in 
California. Areas near urban 
centers with limited devel-
opable land, particularly in 
Northeast states, experience 
upward pressure on real es-
tate values from competing 
uses. Much of the Midwest 
had higher total compara-
tive agricultural land values, 

followed by the South and 
Pacific Northwest, with the 
Plains and Mountain states 
experiencing the lowest val-
ues.

In Illinois, the farm real 
estate value averaged $8,700 
per acre—a 3 percent in-
crease from 2023, while the 
cropland value came in at 
$9,550, which is a $3.2 per-
cent bump.

The cash rental rate in Il-
linois averaged $269 for the 
first half of 2024, which is 
the fifth highest in the coun-
try behind Arizona, Califor-
nia, Hawaii and Iowa.

“As pressures on open 
land intensify across the na-
tion for residential and en-

ergy development, leasing 
cropland becomes less prof-
itable,” Munch said. “These 
trends have been strength-
ened by some employees’ 
ability to work at home or 
away from a central urban 
office location, which pro-
vides people flexibility to 
work from rural communi-
ties and buy properties that 
compete with agricultural 
land use. Previously height-
ened commodity prices that 
led to larger increases in 
cash rents have cooled, par-
alleling the slowing in ag 
land values more broadly.”

In periods of low crop 
prices, high rental values 
pose significant challenges 
to farmers’ balance sheets, 
with this year’s income ex-
pectations appearing even 
more dire than originally 
expected, Munch said, add-
ing record rental rates are a 
significant problem for those 
reliant on renting land and 
new or beginning farmers.

USDA’s Economic Re-
search Service will release 
updated forecasts for 2024 
net farm income Sept. 5, 
which will likely show low-
er returns for most crops in 

2024 than were previously 
projected.

“The current economic 
environment highlights the 
farmers’ call for updates to 
their safety net in the farm 
bill to support the continued 
stability and productivity 
of the agricultural sector,” 
Munch said.

This story was distributed 
through a cooperative proj-
ect between Illinois Farm 
Bureau and the Illinois 
Press Association. For more 
food and farming news, visit 
FarmWeekNow.com.

News
briefs
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NaNcy Molitor
 Nancy A. Molitor, age 88, 

of Freeport, IL, formerly of 
Stockton, IL, passed away on 
Friday, Aug. 23, 2024. She was 
born in Freeport, IL on Aug. 
23, 1936, to the late Kenneth 
and Elvira (Korte) Glanville. 
Nancy married Eldred Moli-
tor on April 27, 1957, at Holy 
Cross Catholic Church in 
Stockton.

 Nancy was a 1954 gradu-
ate of Stockton High School 
where she was known for her 
musical talents. She went on 
to graduate from Rockford 
School of Business. Follow-
ing graduation, she worked as 
a bookkeeper for both Mas-
ters and Harrison Agency and 
the Stockton School District. 
She then operated Glanville 
True Value Hardware Store 
in Stockton with her husband 
for 25 years, the business her 
grandfather James Glanville Sr 
began in 1887. 

 Nancy was a longtime pa-

rishioner of 
Holy Cross 
C a t h o l i c 
Church in 
Stockton and 
was a mem-
ber of the Al-
tar and Rosa-
ry Society. 
She also en-

joyed being an active volunteer 
for Hospice of Northern Illi-
nois. After moving to Freeport 
in 2021, she joined St. Thomas 
Aquinas Catholic Church.  

 She enjoyed playing the 
piano (with both her kids and 
grandkids dancing energeti-
cally), bird watching, golfing, 
reading, and watching sports. 
Football season was her fa-
vorite time of year. She was 
happiest when she was riding 
shotgun to attend any of her 
grandchildren’s school, mu-
sical or sporting events. She 
could most often be found in 
her favorite chair with one 
of her many rosaries, prayer 

books and a mug of tea.
 Nancy is survived by her 

husband, Eldred Molitor; her 
son, Jerry (Sue) Molitor of 
Eden Prairie, MN; her daugh-
ters, Kathy (Tom) Simon of 
Cedarburg, WI and Jana (Tim) 
Colborn of Pecatonica, IL; her 
grandchildren, Nathan (Jessi-
ca) Simon, Kristin (Michael) 
Egan, Kara (Ethan) LeGault, 
Fr. Grant Colborn, Clayton 
(Maddy) Colborn, Zachary 
Molitor and Nicole Molitor; 
and her great grandchildren, 
Eli and Hudson LeGault, Char-
lie and Fritz Egan, and Lilian 
Simon. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Kenneth and 
Elvira; her infant daughter, 
Maria Jo; and her sister, Janelle 

Batley.
 Services will be held on 

Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, at 
St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic 
Church in Freeport. Visitation 
beginning at 9 a.m., Funeral 
Mass at 10:30 a.m. followed 
by internment at Holy Cross 
Catholic Cemetery in Stock-
ton. Rosary to be said prior to 
the visitation.

 Thank you to Dr. Martinez 
for his caring guidance and 
the staff at Freeport Memorial 

Hospital for their exceptional 
care. Special thanks to Tanya 
and the ICU staff, Kara and 
the hospice team and Heather, 
Kelly and the nursing staff on 
3 East for their attentive com-
passionate care.

 Memorials to St. Thomas 
Aquinas Catholic Church, 
Spina Bifida Association 
and Childhood Glaucoma 
are suggested. Condolences 
may be shared at www.
hermannfuneralhome.com.
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BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!
10% MORE for 

jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mint Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange
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Obituaries
JeaNNiNe raders

 Jeannine Louise Raders, 
83, of Lena, IL, passed away 
peacefully at the Lena Living 
Center on Friday, Aug. 23, 
2024, after an extended ill-
ness. She was born in the Land 
of Lincoln, coincidentally on 
his birthday, Feb. 12, 1941, to 
Frederic and Norma (Baugh-
man) Held in Freeport, IL. 
Jeannine was a 1959 graduate 
from Freeport High School. 

 Jeannine married Terry 
Scott Raders on April 3, 1960, 
and for the next 30 years 
helped on the farm and raising 
their three boys. When time 
and reasons permitted, they 
would enjoy small trips par-

ticularly camping and fishing 
at the lakes of central WI, and 
were fortunate to visit Ontar-
io, Canada and made a trip to 
Germany and Switzerland. 

 After Terry’s untime-
ly passing in 1991, in order 
to stay occupied Jeannine 
worked at several endeavors 
including hostessing, catering, 
and being a dental assistant, 
finally staying with the Lena 

Dentists, assisting in bookings 
and records. In the late 1990’s, 
she started driving school bus 
routes for the Lena School 
District until retiring in 2011, a 
job which she greatly enjoyed, 
especially dealing with the 
younger children and trans-
porting the older kids to their 
sports activities and field trips. 
Jeannine also appreciated the 
time and friendship over the 
years with her many Beta Sig-
ma Phi Sorority sisters. 

 Jeannine is survived by her 
three sons, Jeff Raders of Free-
port, Craig Raders & wife, 
LeAnne of Lena, and Tracey 
Raders & wife Francie of Erie, 
CO; six grandchildren, Caden 

Raders (Bailey) of Rockford, 
IL, Carrie Raders & fiancé 
Gage Gilbert of Pocatello, 
ID, Callie Raders of Neva-
da, IA, Lacey Raders also of 
Erie, CO, Claire(Jacob) Zee 
of Highland Ranch, CO and 
Emma Raders & fiancé Javan 
Clement of Grand Island, NE, 
and three step-grandchildren, 
Jennifer (James) Schmidt of 
Elburn, WI, Tamara (Alfred) 
Triem of Janesville, WI and 
Amber (Jose) Triem of Milton, 
WI. 

Her sister, Sherilyn (Sheri) 
& husband, William (Bill) 
Leege of Oconto, WI; two 
nephews, Brad Leege & wife, 
Carol Kolb of Madison, WI 

Brian Leege & wife, Kristine 
of Minneapolis, MN and a 
niece, Erin Leege & husband, 
Doug Dionne, of Green Bay, 
WI. 

 Jennine was preceded in 
death by her husband Terry, 
her parents, Frederic & Norma 
Held, mother and father-in-
law Francis & Betty Raders 
and her grandparents, George 
& Louise Held and Wade & 
Gladys Baughman.

 A private family service 
will be held.  Paster Thomas 
Mosbo will officiate. Burial 
will be at Lena Burial Park. 
In lieu of flowers, a memorial 
fund has been established in 
Jeannine’s name.

Keith hecKMaN
 Keith LeRoy Heckman, 75, 

of Rockford, IL passed away 
on Saturday, Aug. 24, 2024, 
after a courageous battle with 
cancer.  Keith was born on 
Jan. 1, 1949, in Rockford, 
IL to LeRoy and Eva (Pash) 
Heckman. He graduated from 
Rockford East High School 
in 1966 and went on to join 
the United States Air Force. 
He was a Vietnam Veteran, 
serving in South Vietnam and 
Thailand from 1969-1973 
as a Staff Sergeant. After his 
honorable discharge from the 
USAF, he attended Rock Val-
ley College via the GI Bill and 
earned an associate degree for 
Applied Science in Electronic 

Te c h n o l o -
gies.

K e i t h 
w o r k e d 
for Bally’s 
A l a d d i n ’s 
castle from 
1974-1982 
and was 
promoted to 

a roving Area Store Manag-
er covering locations as far 
away as Billings, MT. He then 
worked for Allied Games in 
Beloit, WI from 1983-2000 as 
a shop supervisor. He finished 
his career working for R.K. 
Dixon as a copy repair tech-
nician until he retired in 2007. 

 Keith enjoyed spending 
time tending to his garden of 

vegetables, fruits and flowers, 
while also canning, cooking, 
and sharing them with others. 
His Thanksgiving meals were 
unmatched, and his dessert 
pies should have won awards. 
He enjoyed hosting craft and 
bake sales with his mother, 
and dutifully cared for her af-
ter she was widowed in 1985.

 Keith was a huge Atlan-
ta Braves fan and traveled to 
several cities with his brother 
and nephew to root on his fa-
vorite team, including games 
in the NLCS and World Se-
ries. He was also heavily in-
volved within the War Birds 
online game community 
where he shared his passion 
for flying with many other 

dedicated players and anyone 
else who would listen. 

 He is survived by his 
brother, Gary, Sr. of Car-
rollton, GA; nephews Gary 
(Chip) Heckman and David 
Crooks; niece Sarah Heck-
man; great nephews Justin 
McLester, Joshua McLester, 
Aidan Heckman, and Garrett 
Heckman; great nieces Re-
becca McLester, Alison (Ga-
briel) Ihm, Rachel Heckman, 
Koda Heckman, and Karena 
Dean. Keith also left behind 
numerous aunts, uncles, cous-
ins, and his special friend 
Carla.  Keith was preceded in 
death by his parents LeRoy 
and Eva, sister Louise (Don) 
Crooks, sister in-law Karen 

Heckman, and niece Jeanine 
Shickles. 

 Keith was honored with a 
time of visitation on Wednes-
day Aug. 28, 2024, at Bartell 
Leamon Funeral home in 
Warren, IL. Roger Bronkema 
officiated the service. Burial 
will took place at the Nora 
Cemetery following the ser-
vice. A memorial has been 
established in his memory. 

 The family would like to 
extend a special thank you to 
the staff at Alden Debes Reha-
bilitation & Health Care Cen-
ter, Amberwood Care Center, 
and St. Croix Hospice.  Con-
dolences may be sent to the 
family at www.leamonfh.
com.

WilliaM Korte
 William H. (Bill) Korte 

passed away 
on Aug. 28, 
2024, at the 
age of 90.  
Bill was 
born on Feb. 
27, 1934, to 
R a y m o n d 
and Rose 
M o u g i n 

Korte in Galena, IL.  He 
graduated from Warren High 
School in 1952.  He served 
in the US Army from 1956-
1958.

 On Aug. 15, 1959, Bill 
married Colleen Rose Mc-
Dermott at Holy Rosary Cath-
olic Church in Darlington, 
WI.  They lived in Warren, 
IL, for nine years and then 
moved to Stockton, IL where 
he was a member of Holy 
Cross Catholic Church.  They 
recently moved to Freeport, 
IL where he was a member of 
St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic 
Church.  Bill enjoyed farm-
ing, gardening, cutting wood, 
picking grapes at their friends’ 
winery, reading, and traveling 
with family and friends.

 He is survived by his wife, 
Colleen, and their three chil-
dren: Katherine (George) Es-
ser, Alma Center, WI, Tom 
(Jean) Korte, Freeport, IL, 
and Mary Korte, St. Louis, 
MO.  He is also survived by 
his five grandchildren, Nicole 
Esser, Lucas (Lindsey) Esser, 
Caitlin (Justin) Solsrud, Jacob 
Esser and Ayla Masurin, and 
Michael Ryan Decker. He is 
survived by ten great grand-
children.

 He is also survived by his 
sisters Lenora Jackson of San-
ta Ana, CA, Rita (Darrell) Orr 
of Hartland, WI, and Cheryl 
(Richard) Holland of Flow-
er Mound, TX, sister-in-law 
Linda Korte of Lena, IL and 
his brothers Robert (Sharon) 
Korte of South Beloit, IL, 
Donald Korte of Warren, IL, 
and Roland Korte of Warren, 
IL.   He is survived by a large 
family of nieces, nephews, 
cousins and friends.  

 He was preceded in death 
by his parents, his sisters 
Donna (Mervin) Hintz, De-
loris (Eldon) Ertmer, Shel-
by Jean (James) Young and 
brothers Richard Korte and 
Harold “Chris” (Carol) Korte.

 The family would like to 
extend their thanks to the staff 
of FHN and Freeport Memo-
rial Hospital and Liberty Vil-
lage for their care and assis-
tance.  

 A funeral service will be 
held on Thursday, Sept. 5, 
2024, at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church in Stockton at 11 a.m. 
with a visitation beginning 
at 9 a.m. Interment will take 
place at Holy Cross Catholic 
Cemetery. A memorial fund 
has been established. Condo-
lences may be shared at www.
hermannfuneralhome.com.

Support the 
buSineSSeS

that Support 
you!

441189
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FREELANCE REPORTERS
AND PHOTOGRAPHERS

NEEDED
Rock Valley Publishing is seeking freelance 
reporters and photographers to produce 
local news and photos for your hometown 
newspaper. Weekly stories and photos 
needed for Jo Daviess and Stephenson 
Counties. Writing and reporting experience 
a plus. Work from home as an independent 
contractor with no in-office requirement.

PLEASE EMAIL RESUME TO:
scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com

CASH
FOR CANS
MARKET

PRICE
Crushed or Uncrushed

Prices subject to change

WE BUY:
• Iron • Copper • Brass
• Radiators • Aluminum
• Rebuildable Car Parts

Northwest
Metals

Formerly Crossroads Metals

MONDAYS AND
THURSDAYS

3 to 5
SATURDAYS 9 to 12

4906 N. Crossroads Rd., Lena
2 miles W. of Rt. 73 on Rt. 20;

then 1 mile North

CALL 815-369-4731

392684

OpiniOn

The privilege of 
calling him ‘friend’

 On Aug. 18, we laid him 
to his well-deserved rest. He 
truly was a man among men. 
He lived for 88 life-filled 
years. I don’t think he ever 
gave much thought to leaving 
a “legacy,” but he certainly 
did. In casual conversation 
over the years, I clung to 
most every word; more often 

than not they were profound. 
We often hear of people who 
“suck the oxygen out of a 
room” with their rhetoric. 
This man did it with his quiet, 
unassuming mannerisms.

 The person I’m 
commenting on is Gary 
Schreiner, a Lena, IL 
businessman. Gary was 
a long-time farmer who 
evolved into a farm 
equipment dealer with a 
small lot on Highway 20 at 
Eleroy, known as “Eleroy 
Sales,” where he bought and 
sold used farm equipment. 
From there, he ran Northwest 
Equipment in Stockton, IL. 
He went on to become the 

sales manager for Curtis and 
Son John Deere of Lanark, 
IL.

 It’s often difficult to nail 
down just what it is about 
someone that attracts people 
to them. I wrote of his quiet, 
unassuming mannerisms; you 
always felt like that long-lost 
friend who just came back 
into his life even if you just 
saw him the day before.

 The memory card at his 
service in Lena Burial Park, 
with all of us gathered next 
to the beautifully restored 
John Deere “A” that Gary 
started farming with those 
many years ago, summed it 
up beautifully. Words written 

by his family, “Whether 
he was needed by people, 
crops or farm animals, Gary 
instinctively knew what they 
needed to thrive. He was a 
person of action. Nothing 
happened on its own.”

 “Gary’s success can make 
it look like he knew how 
to do everything right. It’s 
important to remember that 
he was living in the present. 
No one, himself included, 
knew how it would turn out. 
The excitement was how it 
might turn out. He shows us 
that we should love what we 
do, and then persevere.”

 Gary Schreiner, a 
remarkable man, left an 
amazing legacy. Rest in 
peace, dear friend.

Jim Sacia

Remembering America’s 
favorite preacher 

A few years back in 2018 
Billy Graham, America’s 
pastor, went home to be 
with the Lord. He was just 
a few months shy of one 
hundred years old. Without 
a doubt he was one of my 
all-time favorite preachers. 
I even had the privilege of 
watching him in person on 
two separate occasions. The 
first time was in June of 1971 
at Chicago’s McCormick 
Place. I was nine years old, 
and I just remember the place 
being packed with people 

including my mom and dad 
and five siblings who were 
alive at that time. I’ll never 
forget the crowd, the choir, 
the soloist George Beverly 
Shea, and a rousing message 
by Dr. Graham. Even though 

he was Dr. Graham, he was 
just a dairy farmer’s son 
from North Carolina, and it 
just seemed like someone we 
could all call “Billy”. Most of 
his crusades were outdoors in 
huge stadiums, but this one at 
McCormick Place was inside 
in a packed five thousand 
seat arena. The other time I 
heard him was also indoors 
at a little larger venue, the 
Rosemont Horizon in 1986. 
That place is now called the 

Fixing a 
broken wheel

We are all broken. Some 
have just a dent in the fender; 
others need a whole new 
transmission. 

We are dinged, bent, 
damaged, hurt, cracked, 
confused, crushed and cut to 
the quick.

Because life will 
sometimes do that to you—to 
me—to all of us. 

It changes us. It challenges 
us. It tosses us into the deep 
dark waters during a violent 
tempest because we were 
meant to whirl with the 
waves and experience the 
storm. 

And the storm changes 
us in ways we never would 
have imagined. It leaves 
us broken—in tiny or all-
encompassing ways.

We often try to hide this. 
The broken pieces that reside 
within us. But people are 
smart. They see through our 
forced smile, our transparent 
armor, and they want to help.

They want to fix it.
I’ve thought about this and 

I think it’s simply a part of 
human nature—to want to 
heal the hurts in others—to 
make everything okay. To fix 
them.

Thing is, there is no 
undoing what’s been done. 
There is no changing the 
dings and the scrapes and 
the collisions we’d had in 
life. They exist as sure as the 
sunrise and sunset, and they 
can’t be erased. 

And they needn’t be. They 
shouldn’t be.

Because our experiences, 
our past—good and 
bad—aren’t supposed to 
be overlooked, ignored or 

erased. They happened for 
a reason. And that reason, 
however cliché, made us the 
person we are today—scars 
and all. 

But here’s something 
I’ve observed about scars 
and human nature and the 
troubles we all encounter in 
life:

Sometimes I just want to 
talk about mine. Sometimes I 
want to unload. Sometimes it 
feels like a relief to talk about 
these things out loud. Maybe 
it lessens them. Maybe it 
makes them more real - or 
less real. 

Maybe it just helps 
to share. But here’s the 
crux: sometimes sharing 
is all I want to do. I’m not 
necessarily looking for a fix, 
because there often is no fix, 
and I’m guessing when you 
share like this, you aren’t 
looking to be fixed, either.

We tend to listen with the 
intent of responding and that 
involves solving or fixing. 
There’s nothing inherently 
wrong with this, it’s just not 
what most people want or 
need.

We don’t necessarily want, 
much less need, a response. 
We’ve probably already 
heard them all already. What 
we need is to be heard. We 

Letter to the editor

By
Scott
cernek 
Columnist

Weekly connection

By
Jill
Pertler
Columnist

Slices of life

See SliceS, Page 5

See Preacher, Page 5
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MOWERY AUTO PARTS

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks

392194

0520-513HC_28988-5/1/2024

Auto and Home policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, COUNTRY Casualty Insurance 
Company®, or COUNTRY Preferred Insurance Company®. Life insurance policies issued by COUNTRY Life 
Insurance Company® and COUNTRY Investors Life Assurance Company®.  
All issuing companies located in Bloomington, IL.

Helping you protect  
what matters most.
Let’s set a time to discuss your auto,  
home and life insurance needs.

Stacey Block
202 S Schuyler, Po Box 669 
Lena, IL 61048-0669 
www.countryfinancial.com/stacey.block 
stacey.block@countryfinancial.com 
(815)369-4581
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(815)369-4581
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Helping you protect  
what matters most.
Let’s set a time to discuss your auto,  
home and life insurance needs.

Stacey Block
202 S Schuyler, Po Box 669 
Lena, IL 61048-0669 
www.countryfinancial.com/stacey.block 
stacey.block@countryfinancial.com 
(815)369-4581

0520-513HC_28988-5/1/2024

Auto and Home policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, COUNTRY Casualty Insurance 
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All issuing companies located in Bloomington, IL.

Helping you protect  
what matters most.
Let’s set a time to discuss your auto,  
home and life insurance needs.

Stacey Block
202 S Schuyler, Po Box 669 
Lena, IL 61048-0669 
www.countryfinancial.com/stacey.block 
stacey.block@countryfinancial.com 
(815)369-4581
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www.edwardjones.com

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor

640 W. South St, #4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

F
D

I-
18

6
7H

-A

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor
.

640 W South St 4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

Member SIPC

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 08/27/24. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-
issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per 
depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please 
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to 
availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest 
rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can 
lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal 
may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution 
of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are 
issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the 
Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

1-year

4.25%
APY*

2-year

3.95%
APY*

3-year

3.90%
APY*
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want someone to listen 
without judgement, but 
even as importantly, without 
providing solutions that 
we’ve most likely already 
thought of ourselves.

I guess I’m just thinking 
out loud here because I’ve 
got as much to learn here as 
anyone else. I’m venting, if 
you will. And in that, I’m not 
looking for a quick fix from 
anyone. I am realizing I need 
to/want to be more mindful 
(not to mention silent) when 
others confide in me. I’m 
going to try to remember 
my own advice and not give 
unwarranted advice. (Or 
at least ask if my advice is 
wanted.)

Times of trouble can be 
very large and very lonely. 
It is during those times we 
aren’t necessarily looking for 
solutions or problem-solving. 
People confiding in us don’t 
always need ideas about new 

hobby suggestions, church 
locations or places to meet 
new people. Maybe they 
aren’t looking for any of that

Maybe, instead they are 
looking (we all are looking) 
simply for an ear. Maybe they 
are looking for the opposite 
of a quick fix. Maybe what 
they need most is a silent, 
supportive friend who has 
no need to fix because they 
love us just as we are, cracks 
and all.

Wouldn’t that be awesome?
Jill Pertler is an award-

winning syndicated 
columnist, published 
playwright and author. Don’t 
miss a slice; follow the Slices 
of Life page on Facebook.

•	Slices		 (Continued from page 4)

Allstate Arena in Rosemont, 
Illinois. It was the closing 
session of the Moody Bible 
Institute’s One hundredth year 
Founder’s Week Conference. I 
was a student at Moody at the 
time and they brought in the 
biggest name in preachers to 
close out the weeklong event. 
He challenged us students to 
be the ones to continue to take 
the gospel of Jesus Christ to 
the whole world. The place 
was packed and his message 
struck deep in my spirit and I 
knew I had to give my life to 
the cause of the gospel.

I like to go to YouTube 
and watch his old crusades 
from time to time. Last night 
I was watching a black and 
white one that also took place 
in Chicago. This one was in 
June of 1962 when I was just 
a baby, so I didn’t get to go. 
As I was watching I decided 
to text this to my siblings on 
our family text thread and 
my oldest brother texted back 
that he remembered going 
to that very crusade with 
my parents. He remembered 
it being extremely hot and 
windy and our dad making 
him hold on tight to his hand 
so he wouldn’t lose him as 
they walked down to go to the 
bathroom from way up in the 
nosebleed seats. 

In his lifetime, Billy 
Graham preached to some 215 
million people all over the 
world. At each and every one 
of those crusades he shared 
the simple gospel of Jesus 
Christ so that people could 
understand it. He always 
stated that God has such an 

immense love for mankind 
that He came to the earth in 
the form of a man to be a 
living sacrifice for our sin so 
that God could give us the 
free gift of eternal life. I love 
how Billy Graham always 
talked about how the entire 
world down through the ages 
has been obsessed with just 
who Jesus Christ is. They 
want to know if this gospel 
could be true. Jesus has 
impacted every corner of the 
earth in one way or another 
and people want to know 
who He is. Billy tells the 
story of when Helen Keller, 
the blind and deaf girl who 
lived in the 1900’s was made 
aware of who God and Jesus 
Christ were, she said that she 
always knew God, but now 
she finally learned His name. 
How awesome is that! 

Dr. Graham’s favorite 
scripture was John 3:16-
17. In a statement in 1995, 
Billy Graham said this: “My 
favorite verse of Scripture 
was taught to me by my 
mother when I was just a 
little boy. This is the one 
Scripture that I always preach 
on in a crusade, usually on 
the opening night. I suppose 
it is the most familiar passage 
in the Bible. Here it is once 
again. For God so loved the 
world that He gave His only 
begotten Son that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting 
life. For God did not send His 
son into the world to condemn 
the world, but that the world 
through Him might be saved.  
Until next week, God bless.       

•	Preacher		 (Continued from page 4)
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SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

 Dee Dee Calow, Warren Elementary Principal, accepts a $10,000 check from Valerie Stocks on behalf of Apple 
River State Bank.

Apple River State Bank donates to 
new Warren Elementary Playground

Apple River State Bank 
recently donated $10,000 
to Warren Community Unit 
School District #205 for its 
newly completed elementary 
and preschool playgrounds. 
The bank made the donation in 
honor of Valerie Stocks, who 
retired late last year as Senior 
Vice President and Mortgage 
Banking Manager after 40 
years of service.

 “We are proud to support 
this playground project in Val’s 
honor,” said Joel Holland, the 
bank’s Chief Executive Offi-
cer. “It seems fitting since she 
spent much of her career in the 

Warren office and was actively 
involved in the community.”

During the school year, the 
playgrounds are open to the 
public from dusk to dawn on 
weekdays and all weekends. 
In the summer months, they 
will be accessible at all times. 
The playgrounds have handi-
capped-accessible features and 
swings to ensure everyone can 
participate.

 Apple River State Bank is 
a locally owned, independent 
community bank with over 
$550 million in total assets. 
The bank operated eight loca-
tions in Apple River, Darling-

ton (WI), Elizabeth, Hanover, 
Hazel Green (WI), Scales 
Mound, Warren, and Galena 

(First Community Bank of 
Galena), plus a network of 48 
ATM locations.

your source for on-line news:
RVPNEWS.

COM
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Our Area Churches Welcome You

Please call 815-369-4112 or 815-947-3353 if you wish to have your church listed on the church page.

APPLE RIVER UMC
102 E. Baldwin St., P.O. Box 188, 

Apple River, IL 61001
Pastor Libby Rutherford (815) 990-1428
 Church (815) 594-2223
• Sunday Worship – 9 a.m.
• Bible Study - Every Monday 9 a.m.
Friendly Folks - Casual Attire - Join Us!

CALVARY CHURCH OF STOCKTON
315 W. Maple St., Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-2414
Pastor Scott Hess
E-Mail: calvarychurchofstockton@yahoo.com
• Sunday Worship – 10:00 a.m.
• Sunday School – 8:45 a.m.
• Communion and Potluck every 1st Sunday
 (except no potlucks during summer)
• Monday Group Prayer - 6 p.m.
• Wednesday Night Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.
• Every other Sat. Youth Group - 6 - 8 p.m.
You may find our facebook page and weekly 
messages by searching for “Calvary Church 
of Stockton on facebook.com

You are welcome! Please visit us!

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ELCA STOCKTON

600 N. Main St., Stockton
Pastor Chrissy Salser (815) 988-9450
E-Mail: clc600@mediacombb.net
Find us on Facebook at ChristOnMainSt
• Worship times:  Saturday, 5:30 p.m.
   Sunday, 10 a.m.
• Sunday School: Sunday, 9 a.m.

EBENEZER – SALEM UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST

P.O. Box 102, Pearl City, IL  61062
Pastor Randy Nicholas
 See Facebook or call 815-291-1965
• Sunday Worship: Currently 8:30 a.m. 
• Sept. worship is at Ebenezer-UCC Church
   5421 S. Stone Church Road

EVANGELICAL FREE 
CHURCH OF LENA

720 N. Freedom Street, Lena, IL  61048
815-369-5591

Pastor Casey Dwyer, Pastor
• Adult bible study and Children’s Sunday 
 School - 8:45 a.m.
• Sunday Morning Worship Service and 
Children’s Church/Nursery  – 10:00 a.m.
• Awana Wednesdays at 6 p.m. (Sept. - April)
• Pastor’s weekly sermons at 
  www.lenafreechurch.org

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
309 S. Main Street, Elizabeth, IL 61028

email: firstumcofelizabeth@gmail.com
Pastor Donna Hoffman   608-293-0163
email: dchoffman8@gmail.com
• Sunday Worship - 8:30 a.m.
• Women’s Faith Group - 
 1st Tuesday monthly - 9:30 a.m.
We are handicapped accessible
Find us on Facebook at 
 www.facebook.com/fumcelizabeth

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

118 East Mason Street, Lena, IL  61048
Pastor Thomas Mosbo (815) 369-5552
• Sunday Worship – 9:30 a.m.
• Sunday School – 10:45 a.m. (Sept. - May)
• Piece Corps Quilters – 
 Wednesdays at 8:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

GRACE BIBLE CHURCH OF 
WOODBINE

1904 S. Vel Tera Road, Elizabeth, IL 61028
Pastor Michael Burdett (815) 858-3843
• Sunday Worship – 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
• Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
• Prayer meeting – Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
Sunday services broadcasted at 11:30 a.m. on 

Radio WCCI 100.3 FM

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC CHURCH
223 E. Front Avenue, Stockton, IL  61085

Father Mike Morrissey (815) 947-2545
• Saturday Evening Mass – 4:30 p.m.
• Sunday Mass – 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. 
  and 5:00 p.m.
• Reconciliation Saturday – 3:30 - 4:15 p.m.
• Parish Hall for Rent – Seats 200

LENA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
118 West Mason Street, Lena, IL  61048

Pastor Melwyn Alagodi (815) 369-5291
• Sunday Worship – 9:00 a.m.
• Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
• Daily Dial-A-Devotion 815-369-4411

MARTINTOWN COMMUNITY 
CHURCH

W8996 Lena St., Martintown, WI 53522
(1 mile north of Winslow, IL)

Pastor Kevin Cernek • 608-558-0974
• Sunday Worship – 8 & 10:30 a.m.

Worship inside or watch from the 
parking lot on the jumbotron

• Sunday School for all ages – 9:30 a.m. 
• Sunday Youth - 6 p.m.
• Tuesday Bible Study - 10:30 a.m.
• Thursday Prayer & Bible Study - 6 p.m.

McCONNELL COMMUNITY CHURCH
211 Hulbert Rd. P.O. Box 97, 

McConnell, IL  61050
815-868-2324

Email: mcconnellcmtychurch@yahoo.com
Pastor Jordan Cernek
• Sunday Worship – 9:00 a.m.
     Fellowship hour after every service
Find us on Facebook
 www.facebook.com/
mcconnellcommunitychurch.com
* We are handicapped accessible

NEW VINE COMMUNITY CHURCH
621 W. Lena St., Lena, IL 61048

(Coach’s Gymnasium)
Pastor Doug Carroll    815-541-4112
• Sunday Worship – 9:00 a.m.
 with fellowship following
• Communion first Sunday of each month
Bible Study Groups available
newvinelena.com
Facebook: New Vine Community Church of 
Lena, IL
* We are handicapped accessible
     

PROVIDENCE PRIMITIVE BAPTIST 
CHURCH

15010 W. Howardsville Road
Lena, IL 61048
217-357-3723

Pastors Robert Webb & Rob Webb
• Sunday Worship 
 - each 3rd Sunday - 10:30 a.m.
Potluck lunch following service

SALEM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
8491 West Salem Road, Lena, IL  61048

(Turn on Salem Road at Eleroy Rest Stop)
Pastor Christopher Ham  (815) 369-4511
• Sunday Worship – 10:00 a.m.
• Adult Sunday School - 9 a.m. 
 (before service)
• Children’s Sunday School - 10 a.m.
 (during service)
*We are handicapped accessible
Watch our services or see our upcoming 
events on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.
com/OldStoneChurchWithTheLightedCross/

SCHAPVILLE ZION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

635 East Schapville Road, 
Elizabeth, IL 61028

Pastor Dottie Morizzo  
 (815) 845-2272  
 Cell (815) 238-0670
www.schapvillezion.org
• Sunday Worship Service – 10:00 a.m.
• Sunday School – 10:00 a.m.
• Bible Study Classes Available

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
536 E. Schapville Road, 
Scales Mound, IL  61054

Church number (815) 845-2061
Rev. James Mehltretter
Website: www.shepherdofhill.com
• Sunday Worship – 8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
• Sunday School (Sept. – May) – 8:45 a.m.
• Holy Communion is celebrated weekly.

ST. ANN CATHOLIC CHURCH
608 East Railroad, Warren, IL  61087

Father Andrew Hernandez (815) 745-2312
• Sunday Mass – 8:00 a.m.
• Reconciliation Sunday – 7:30 - 7:50 a.m.

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod

625 Country Lane Drive, Lena, IL  61048
Rev. Jason Shaw (815) 369-4035
• Saturday Evening Worship – 5:30 p.m.
• Sunday Worship – 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
• Blast Program at 9:00 a.m.
• High School & Adult Sunday School 
    at 9:15 a.m.

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America

229 S. First St., Pearl City, IL 61062
www.stjohnspearlcity.org

815-443-2215
• Sunday Morning Worship – 9:00 a.m.
• Christian Education for all Ages - 10:15 a.m.
Handicapped Accessible

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

8315 S. Massbach Road, Elizabeth, IL  61028
Pastor David Russell
Church: 815-589-3367
• Sunday Worship – 10:00 a.m.

“Celebrating 165 Years of Faith”

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH
105 West Webster, Apple River, IL  61001

Father Andrew Hernandez (815) 745-2312
• Saturday Mass – 6:00 p.m.
• Reconciliation Saturday – 5:30 – 5:50 p.m.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH
410 West Lena Street, Lena, IL  61048
Father Andrew Hernandez (815) 369-2810
• Saturday Mass – 4:00 p.m.
• Sunday Mass – 10:00 a.m.
• Reconciliation Saturday – 3:30 – 3:50 p.m.

ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH
(Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod)

411 W. Catlin St., P.O. Box 506
Elizabeth, IL 61028

Pastor Mike Nesbit - Cell: 815-858-5621
Church: 815-858-3334
www.stpaulelizabeth.org
All services are available to watch online@
Facebook: St. Paul Lutheran Church, 
Elizabeth, IL
YouTube channel: Pastor Mike Nesbit
• Sunday Worship – 9:00 a.m.
• Adult Bible Study - Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Super Sunday on the first Sunday of the 
month, with Sunday School from 10 - 11:30 
a.m.
Worship services will be held outside during 
the summer. Please bring a lawn chair.
ALL ARE WELCOME.

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH - 
KENT

The Little Church with a Big Heart
1334 Sunnyside Road, Kent, IL 61044

1/2 mile north on Kent Road
• Sunday Worship – 9:30 a.m.
• Holy Communion every Sunday
• Women Meet at 9 a.m. on the 2nd Sunday
• Chair Lift to Sanctuary

WESLEY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

Corner of Hudson & Benton St., 
Stockton, IL  61085

Pastor Melwyn Alagodi (815) 947-2541
• Sunday Worship – 11 a.m.
• Adult Bible Studies Available
• Communion Every 1st Sunday
• First Sunday potluck following church 
 services.
Find us on website StocktonWUMC.org
or Facebook-Stockton Wesley United 
Methodist Church
* Handicapped Accessible

WINSLOW GRACE BIBLE CHURCH
197 Carver Street, Winslow, IL  61089

Pastor Robert Patin (815) 230-1862
608-669-5770
• Sunday Worship – 10:45 a.m.
• Sunday School – 9:45 a.m.

ZION COMMUNITY CHURCH
10100 W. Sabin Church Rd., 

Pearl City, IL 61062
Pastor Wayne Fischer • 815-266-6260
Pastor Chip Sohl • 815-541-1425
• Sunday Worship Service – 9:00 a.m.
• Children’s Church - during church service
• Prayer Shawl Knitting Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.
• Bible Study Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

449144

Come worship with us!
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Your “Main Street Chiropractor”
with over 43 years service to our community

• Palmer Graduate      • Digital X-Ray
• BCBS, Quartz and Medicare Provider

238 W. Main St., Lena • 815-369-4974
Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. –  

8:30 a.m. to Noon, 1:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Wed. – 8:30 a.m. to Noon       Sat. by appointment

45
95
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— Dr. Jared Liles —

Many people choose 
to pre-arrange their 

funerals for a variety of 
reasons. For some it is to 
plan your funeral the way 

you want it, or simply 
to relieve the stress and 

financial burdens for 
families making decisions 

at the time of death. 
Making pre-arrangements 
with one of our directors 

helps make sure your 
wishes are met.

Do people really 
plan their funerals 

in advance?

438863

Please contact us for 
more information at:

Leamon Funeral Homes
Lena   Orangeville   Warren

815-369-4512

Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church

 All are invited to worship 
at Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, 118 E. Mason St. 
Lena, IL on Sunday, Sept. 8 
for Quilt Sunday, Blessing 
of the Quilts Sunday Wor-
ship Service at 9:30 a.m. 
This week’s gospel reading 
is from the Gospel Mark 
7:24-37.

 On Wednesday, Sept. 11 
the Peace Corps Quilting 
group will meet from 8 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m.  On Thursday, 
Sept. 12 Friendship Club 
will meet at 12:30 p.m. for 
a potluck and entertainment 
by Deb Leininger.

 All the services will be 
recorded and be available 
on church’s Facebook page 
and website. Please vis-
it our website and (http://
goodshephe rd lena .o rg / ) 
and Facebook (https://
www.facebook.com/GSL-
CLenaIL) for information. 
Please contact the church 
office at 815-369-5552 with 
any questions. 

St. John’s 
Lutheran Church 

 St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Pearl City, will cel-
ebrate the sixteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost on Sunday, 
Sept. 8 at 9 a.m. Join us on 
Facebook if you can’t make 
it in person.  

 Everyone is welcome to 
come to St. John’s to play 
cards and dominoes on 
Thursday, Sept. 26 at 1 p.m.

 The September Grace 
Meal will be on Sunday, Sept. 
15.  It will include meat-
loaf, mashed potatoes and 
gravy, green beans, Jell-O, 
and chocolate chip cookies.  
Meals can be picked up be-
tween 11 a.m. and 12 p.m. 
on Sept. 15.  Reservations 
are due in the church office 
by Thursday, Sept.12.  The 
meal is funded through the 
generosity of a grant received 
by The Foundation of North-
west Illinois, a grant from the 
Pearl City Lions Club, and 
through donations.

 The Healthy Wolves group 
will be packing backpacks 
on Thursday, Sept. 5 at 3:15 
p.m.  If you are interested 
in donating to this ministry, 
reach out to the church office 
for more information.

 St. John’s Lutheran 
Church of Pearl City is an 
ELCA parish and is located 
at 229 First St. in Pearl City.  
We are handicapped accessi-
ble.  If you need to contact 
the pastor or church, you may 
call 815-443-2215 for infor-
mation.

Salem United 
Church of Christ 

 All are welcome to join 
for a Sunday service led by 
Pastor Christopher Ham on 

Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, at 10 
a.m. at Salem United Church 
of Christ, 8491 West Salem 
Road, Lena, IL. The Adult 
Sunday School will be host-
ed prior to service, starting at 
9 a.m. on the lower level of 
the church. Children’s Sun-
day School is held during 
church service at 10 a.m.

 The Wednesday Breakfast 
Bunch will meet Sept. 11 at 
8 a.m. at Beltline Café, 325 
West South Street, Freeport, 
IL. 

 If interested in participat-
ing in a fun evening of craft-
ing, please join for Crafter-
noon from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
on the third Wednesday of 
each month. During this time 
there are snacks, a brief de-
votional thought, and plenty 
of time to work on crafts in-
dividually or together. This 
is hosted on the lower level 
of Salem United Church of 
Christ, and all are welcome 
to join. For more informa-
tion on any Salem related 
items, contact 815-369-4511 
or ruth.dake@gmail.com.

Evangelical Free 
Church of Lena 

 The Evangelical Free 
Church of Lena has begun 
registration for AWANA, 
our discipleship program for 
children age three through 
grade six. AWANA runs 
from 5:45 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
every Wednesday from Sep-

tember to April.  Opening 
night for the 2024-25 school 
year is Sept. 11.  Clubbers 
play games, recite verses and 
learn truths from the bible.  
Register at  lenafreechurch.
org.

New Vine 
Community 

Church of Lena 
 New Vine Community 

Church of Lena (NVCC) in-
vites all to join in worship led 
by Pastor Doug Carroll on 
Sundays at 9 a.m. in Coach’s 
Golf Grill Gymnasium (621 
West Lena St). All services 
are live streamed on our 
Facebook page. For record-
ings and information please 
visit out Facebook page and 
website (www.NewVineLe-
na.com).

 NVCC will be having 
a Pre-harvest Blessing on 
Sept. 15, 2024, from 1 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. on the Kryder Farm 
(15812 W Howardsville Rd, 
Lena, IL 61048). Please join 
us in a blessing before the 
harvest season. We will have 
hotdogs, chips, root beer 
floats, and a wagon ride. We 
encourage you to bring your 
own chair, stories, and your 
antique tractor. Please con-
tact Randy Kryder for infor-
mation on bringing your trac-
tor at 815-541-5434.

Church news

Lena Library
Sign up for Story Hour at the Lena Library 

August 26th through September 7th

460192

Programs will begin Tuesday, Sept. 10th
Hope to see you there!

Any questions, call 815-369-3180

After School Program
Kindergarten - 5th Grade 

Mondays 3:30 - 4:30
Story Hour Times
Preschool Ages 3-5 

Tuesdays 10:00 - 11:00
Preschool Ages 3-5 

Wednesdays 10:00 - 11:00

Lena Farmer’s Market
Every Saturday from 

May 4 - Nov. 9
9 a.m. - noon

Lena Parking Lot
Downtown on Main St.

Excludes Saturdays during 
Lena Fall Fest and Taste of Lena

455396

Fall and Winter Shoes & 
Boots Arriving Daily!

Skechers Slip-ins NOW IN STOCK!

1013 16th Avenue
Monroe, WI

608-325-4464
Hours:  M-T 10-5; F 10-6, Sat  10-4441567

SOS+ to offer 
history program 
by Daryl Watson

 Apple River Canyon was a 
local attraction long before it be-
came a State Park in 1932.  Back 
in the early 1800’s it had been 
the site of K Frink and Walker 
Stagecoach stop after the con-
struction of a sawmill in 1836.  
It soon became the thriving town 
of Millville which many of our 
ancestors once lived.  

 Given its beautiful bluffs, 
and cool rippling water, this area 
attracted many visitors, mostly 
those living close-by for picnics, 
hiking and fishing, that it be-
came known as the Apple River 
State. Daryl Watson’s grandfa-
ther purchased the family farm, 
a short distance downstream in 
1895.  Watson grew-up explor-
ing those bluffs, gullies and rock 
formation even as he pursued 
college degrees at the Universi-
ty of Wisconsin, Platteville and 
University of Illinois at Urbana 
Champaign.  Through the years, 

Watson has collected many pho-
tos highlighting the history of 
Millville and the significance of 
the canyon.  

 Watson is thrilled to share his 
knowledge with our Senior Out-
reach (SOS+) of Millville and 
the early days of this beautiful 
canyon we know as Apple River 
State Park. The program will be 
held on Thursday, Sept. 12 at the 
Calvary Church of Stockton at 
2 p.m.  All are welcome to join.  
A love offering will be taken for 
the

Program, and light refresh-
ments provided by the seniors 
following the program.

 If interested in volunteering, 
sharing suggestions for upcom-
ing programs, or if in need of 
a ride to the event, please feel 
free to call Mary Feltmeyer 815-
297-5425, Nancy Rice 815-275-
0303 or Shirley Toepfer 815-
947-3639. 

393040
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HARTZELL’S
7989 IL 78 N

WARREN, IL 61087

815-745-3311

View our weekly ads on our 
website: hartzellsigawarren.com

Good
Luck

Warriors!

404374

202 W. Main Street
Warren, IL

815-745-2148

204 Samuelson Dr.
Orangeville, IL
815-789-3366

Good Luck Warriors!

460692

Apple River, IL
815-594-2244

Good Luck Warriors!

460785

Warriors - Good Luck 
On Your Homecoming!

The Scoop Today
815-369-4112

460786

403539

Stagecoach
Fast Stop

24 Hour Fueling

815-745-3400 • Warren

Good Luck Warriors!

460790

815-369-4225 
240 W. Main St., Suite A, Lena, IL 61048

Good Luck
Black Hawk/Warren Warriors

Good Luck 
WaRRIORs!

404256

Stockton
Auto Supply

Good Luck 

Warriors!

Highway 20
Stockton, IL

815-947-3216

460805

403645

Saunders Oil Co., Inc.
815-745-2267

Warren, IL
Since 1965

Visit Our Convenience Stores
Darlington

608-776-2877
Muscoda

608-739-3733
Hazel Green

608-854-2533
Shullsburg

608-965-8918
Stockton

815-947-2314

Good Luck Warriors

815-858-3939
3500 East Center Road • Stockton, IL

www.woodbinebend.com 460809

Enjoy your 
Homecoming!

— Student diScount —
Get 10% OFF your meal 

Saturday night before the dance!

460816

Good Luck Warriors on your Homecoming 404375
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529 Fairway Dr. • $212,000
Ranch home with covered front porch and back paver patio. Main floor 
offers living room, family room, dining room, kitchen, 3 bedrooms, 2 
full baths and laundry. Primary bedroom has walk in closet and full 
bath with shower. Lower level rec room, craft/office, multiuse room 
with closet and another full bath, workshop and mechanical room, plus 
multiple storage closets. Storage shed and garden area in back yard. 
Newer roof, furnace, central air and water softener.

222 N. Washington • $95,000
Great location, close to park and downtown. The main floor 
features kitchen, large dining, L shaped living room, full bath and 
laundry room. Upstairs you will find 2 bedrooms with a tandem 
room between them. Deck off of kitchen overlooks backyard and 
one stall detached garage.

Build your new 
home on this lot in 
Oak View Terrace 
Subdivision. City 
water & sewer at 

lot line. Reach out 
for a copy of the 

Copy of Covenants, 
Conditions & 
Restrictions.

210 E. Provost 
$232,500

Four levels of living space! 
Covered front porch, original 
woodwork, beautiful staircase, 
lead glass window, pocket 
doors into the spacious living 
room, kitchen which has 
an abundance of soft close 
cabinets, stainless steel 

appliances including a double oven, dining room, full bath with shower, 
laundry room with additional cabinets and door to concrete patio, back 
yard and 2 1/2 stall garage. The upper level has the 4 bedrooms and 
second full bath. Finished walk up attic and lower level has family room 
with bar, woodstove, wine cellar room, half bath, workshop and stairs to 
the outside bilco door. Newer gas dryer, central air, garage door opener 
& garage windows, concrete patio, some new windows and rooms 
painted and rubber roof.

460728

Stop by these Open Houses      Sunday, Sept. 8 • 1-3 p.m.
Enjoy the Lena Fall Festival!

Listings

129 W. 
Railroad
$99,900

Mixed use building in 
downtown Lena. The 
main floor has two good 
size office/retail spaces, 
storage room, half bath and 
back room with entrance 
off of alley. The second 
level has a one bedroom 
apartment with a spacious 
living room, dining room, 
kitchen, bedroom, full bath 

and back storage/laundry room. There is a ramp on the side of 
the building. New are the furnaces and air conditioners, mostly 
new windows upstairs, front facade updated, front window and 
door.

Faye Heilman
Designated Managing Broker
815-291-9204
WelcomeHomeNWIllinois@
gmail.com

Ashley Heilman
Managing Broker
815-291-8149
ashh2002@hotmail.com

Julie Willson
Broker
815-690-2792
juliewillson63@gmail.com

Several other lots 
available in Oak 

View Terrace priced 
$32,000 - $38,500. 

411 Oak Ridge • $32,000

300 E. Main Street
Lena, IL 61048 

1201 W. Empire St.
 Freeport, IL 61032

815-291-2330

Legislation to address America’s dental crisis
 As a follow-up to last 

week’s column on Medicare 
reform, on May 17, 2024, Sen. 
Bernie Sanders, Chairperson 
of the Senate Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions (HELP), introduced 
legislation to address the 
dental care crisis in America. 

 Some of the statements 
that Senator Sanders voiced 
in introducing this legislation 
include, “Far too many 
Americans, especially in rural 
areas, do not have access to a 
dentist, which forces them to 
either travel long distances or 
go without the care they need. 
The results have been tragic: 
One out of five seniors in our 
country are missing all of their 
natural teeth. Over 40 percent 
of children in America have 
tooth decay by the time they 
reach kindergarten. “Seventy 
percent of older Americans 
have some sort of periodontal 
disease which can lead to 
rheumatoid arthritis and 
cardiovascular disease. That 
is why I have introduced the 
most comprehensive dental 
care bill in the history of our 
country. Dental care is health 
care and health care must be 
considered a human right, not 
a privilege.”

 “Research shows that 
treating periodontal disease 
in people with chronic health 
conditions can save money. 
In fact, up to $27.8 billion 
could be saved annually for 
Medicare patients with heart 
disease if these patients got 
the dental treatment they 
need. Each year, visits to 
the emergency department 
for dental care cost over $2 
billion, but research shows 
that nearly 79 percent of 
those visits could have been 
addressed by a visit to the 
dentist, which would save up 
to $1.7 billion per year.”

 To help you understand 
the impact that this legislation 
can have on both our rural 
community and the health 
of our entire nation, I would 
like to share a copy of the 
summary of this legislation 
that HELP has provided: 

Comprehensive Dental 
Reform Act of 2024. This bill 
covers five main areas aimed 
at ending the dental crisis 
in America by expanding 
coverage, creating new 
access points, enhancing 
the workforce, improving 
education, and funding new 
research. 

 Coverage: This bill extends 
comprehensive dental health 
insurance to millions of 
Americans who do not have 
coverage today. 

• Extends comprehensive 
coverage to all Medicare, 
Medicaid, and VA 
beneficiaries 

• Makes dental services an 
essential health benefit for 
adults under the ACA 

• Allows States to be 
eligible for an enhanced 
FMAP (15% increase) for 
dental services under Medicaid 
if they meet requirements to 
address provider participation 
and patient utilization 

• Requires public reporting 
of states’ Medicaid dental 
benefits and utilization 

 Access Points: This bill 
ensures that there are more 
places people can go to access 
a qualified oral health care 
professional to get the care 
they need. 

• Increases funding for 
oral health services for health 
clinics, such as community 
health centers 

• Increases funding for 
school-based dental services 

• Authorizes emergency 
department care coordination 
grants to enable individuals to 
receive dental care in clinics 
rather than in emergency 
department settings 

• Authorizes funding for 
mobile and portable services 
and outreach to underserved 
populations 

• Encourages the delivery 
of telehealth-enabled dental 
services

 Workforce: This bill uses 
multiple strategies to increase 
the number of oral health 
professionals who will work in 
communities with the greatest 
need. 

• Authorizes funding for 
additional National Health 
Service Corps scholarships 
and loan repayment to recruit 
and support oral health 
professionals to work in 
underserved communities 

• Creates two oral health 
professional student loan 
programs, one through 
Veterans Affairs 

• Authorizes additional 
funding for community-based 
dental residencies and dental 
student training • Incentivizes 
higher reimbursement rates for 
dental services to encourage 
greater provider participation 
in Medicaid 

• Creates new demo 
programs for the training and 
employment of alternative 
dental health care providers 

(Veterans Affairs, Bureau 
of Prisons, Indian Health 
Service)

 Education: This bill 
addresses the need to educate 
current and future oral health 
care providers to better serve 
vulnerable populations and to 
integrate oral health care into 
overall health care. 

• Authorizes additional 
funding for programs to 

educate non-dental health 
professionals about oral health 
to encourage the integration 
of oral health care into overall 
health care 

• Requires that dental 
schools accepting any federal 
funding meet criteria designed 
to prepare students to meet 
the needs of diverse and 
underserved populations 

 Research: This bill 

authorizes funding for research 
on prevention and disease 
management to improve 
oral health care delivery and 
the oral health status of our 
country.

 Authorizes additional 
federal funding for oral health 
research and evaluation 
related to the care and needs 
of underserved and vulnerable 
populations.

IN*CI*DENTAL*LY

By
Dr. Stephen 
petraS 
Illinois Licensed 
General Dentist

450554
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73rd

Lena Lions Fall Festival
“The Cadillac of Small Town Festivals”

Downtown Lena • Illinois
September 6 & 7

BE A PART OF OUR GREAT PARADE   •   NOON 
SAT., SEPT. 7 • “Lena Lions Diamond Jubilee”

Register today: Commercial or Floats
$10 registration fee per unit • Parade registration begins at 9 a.m.

Parade Category:
Name:
Address:
Town:
Phone:

Return entry form to:
Lena Lion’s Club

P.O. Box 311
Lena, IL 61048-0311

Call Bill Crichton
815-291-9361-or-

460341

Enjoy the Lena Fall Fest
403111

US Hwy 20   Lena      815/369-2224
Enjoy the Lena Fall Fest

256463

Professional Design
& Installation

US Hwy 20   Lena      815/369-2224

Coach's
Est 2004

Golf and Grill

Lena • 815-369-2222

Enjoy 
the Lena 
Fall Fest!

443407

SPINHIRNE 
TRANSFER

815-275-4215

Enjoy the 
Lena Fall 

Fest!

44
34

08

403251

Enjoy the Lena 
Fall Festival!

Brandon’s 
Hardware & Rental

Brandon’s 
Hardware & Rental

Lena • 815-369-5542

Brandon’s 
Hardware & Rental

Lena • 815-369-5542

Stop in for ALL of your
Hardware & Fall

Needs!

145 W. Railroad St. • Lena
815-369-5542

443415
0421-058MM_07764-8/23/2023

Deb Brown
Lena 
deb.brown@countryfinancial.com 
(815)369-2881

COUNTRY Financial® is proud to support this 
year’s Lena Fall Festival!

0421-058MM_07764-8/23/2023

Lena
deb.brown@countryfinancial.com

Pro Source
Electric and Automation Inc.

Industrial • Commercial • Farm
Lena • 815-369-4165

403110

Enjoy the Lena 
Fall Festival

240 W. Main St., Suite A, Lena, IL 61048
815-369-4225

www.radersinsurance.com

460650

Enjoy 
the 
Lena 
Fall 

Festival!

Stagecoach Trail Storage
We have reasonable rates on clean, secure units.

Gary & Aileen Schreiner
PHONE: 815-369-4794
12410 W. Galena Road
Stagecoach Trail, Lena, IL 61048

Enjoy the 
   Lena Fall Festival!

460667

815-238-4501
Lena, IL

202 W. Main Street
Warren, IL

815-745-2148

204 Samuelson Dr.
Orangeville, IL
815-789-3366

Enjoy the
Lena 

Fall Festival

460691

Stacey Block
202 S. Schuyler

PO Box 669

Lena, IL 614048-0669

www.countryfinancial.com/stacey.block

stacey.block@countryfinancial.com

(815)369-4581

460715

Support The Lena

September 6 & 7
Lena, IL

www.csbnow.com

www.csbnow.comwww.csbnow.com

443224

Enjoy the
Lena

Fall Festival!
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PARADE THEME: “Lena Lions Diamond Jubilee” Saturday at 12:00 Noon

Start at Old School Apartments (Old Grade School) and follow same route as years past

with a flyover by the Freeport’s Pilot’s Association

Look for “Pork Chops on a Stick” during the parade!

Lena Lions Club 73rd Annual Fall Festival“The Cadillac of Small Town Festivals”

Sept. 6th & 7th • Lena, IL

Friday 7 p.m. - Free Entertainment
SOPHIE COYOTE

Saturday 7 & 9 p.m. - Free Entertainment
ROCK STEADY BAND

NEW THIS YEAR!
Saturday at 3:00 p.m.

UKULELE EXPRESS 815
A 5 piece ukulele and vocal group from Freeport

SKINNER AMUSEMENTS - 64th Year
Credit Cards will be accepted to purchase ride tickets

MERCHANDISE BINGO and HAM STAND
LE-WIN SpORTS ASSOCIATION FOOD STAND

LIONS FOOD STAND
PORK CHOPS ON A STICK

BUTTERFLY PORK CHOP SANDWICHES

50/50 Cash Raffle
Drawing held Saturday at approximately 11 p.m.

$10.00 each or 3/$20.00
Only 5,000 tickets will be printed with only 

one prize so get your tickets early!

2024 Polaris Ghost Gray
UTV SP570 Ranger

will also be raffled off (5,000 tickets)
$10.00 each or 3/$20.00

2nd prize: $250 Lena Money Gift Certificate
3rd prize: $100 Lena Money Gift Certificate

Drawing held along with cash raffle on Saturday

PIZZERIA
222 W. Railroad Street
Lena • 815-369-4400

www.saporitospizza.com

HOURS
Mon CLOSED

Tues-Thurs 4-9 pm
Fri-Sat 4-10 pm

Sun 4-8 pm

Serving pizza 
by the slice!

Enjoy the 
Lena Fall 
Festival 403114

Leamon Funeral Homes
Lena   Orangeville   Warren

815-369-4512
Enjoy The Fall Festivities!

424391

LENA
FAST STOP

Fuel & Convenience Store
24/7 Fueling

Enjoy the
Lena Fall Festival!

Lena • IL • 815-369-2100
403113

“Where Golf is 
a Breath of Fresh Air”

Wolf Hollow
       Golf Course

Enjoy the 
Lena Fall Festival!

443185

6546 N. Shippee Rd. • Lena
815-369-5513 • www.wolfhollowgolf.net

(815) 369-4901 - Toll Free (866) 369-4901
www.lenastatebank.com

ENJOY THE
LENA FALL FESTIVAL

424290

308 E. Lena St., Lena
815-369-4569

424291

Be sure to come to the
Lena Fall Festival!

Dan Harnish
Marvin Uecker Agency

Together, the providers at FHN Family Healthcare 
Center – Lena help patients of all ages make their 
best healthcare choices

Learn more about FHN providers by visiting us at 
www.fhn.org or call 815-599-7060 to schedule 
an appointment. 

160 W Main St, Lena • 815-369-3300

FR
IE

N
D

LY
. 

H
EL

PF
U

L.
 N

E
A

R
. We’re Part of Your Community

Jeffrey Schleich 
MD

Family Medicine

Megan Bauer 
BSN, DNP, FNP-BC

Family Medicine

Danielle Siedschlag 
WHNP-BC

Women’s Health

460722

ENJOY THIS
YEAR’S

460729

www.cbcommunitybank.com

(815)369-2803 • Lena • IL

443176

www.BussBoyzCustoms.com

Be Sure to Attend 
the Lena Fall Festival!

403243

Lena
815-369-5599

www.patbrownrealty.com
Enjoy the Lena 

Fall Fest!

R E A L T Y

Don’t Miss the Lena Fall Festival
Friday, September 6 

and Saturday, September 7
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Member FDIC

Apple River, IL  •  Scales Mound, IL  •  Warren, IL  •  Elizabeth, IL  •  Hanover, IL • Hazel Green, WI • Darlington, WI
Galena, IL –  First Community Bank

AppleRiverStateBank.com

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions... Meeting Local Needs

l Unlimited transactions
l Free Business Online
Banking & Bill Pay

l Free Mobile Deposit

l Free Cash Management, including
direct deposit

l Free change orders
l No minimum balance requirement

Free Checking
for Businesses

and
Non-Profits

Interested?Give us a call –we’re happy to serveyou over the phone. Askfor a complimentary analysisbetween your currentaccount and our FreeBusiness Checking.

460576

425999

Cosmetic Dentistry
Implant Dentistry

Custom Dental Whitening Kits
Laser Therapy

Stockton Dental Center
120 West Front Avenue

Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-3700
Dr. Stephen Petras

Licensed Illinois General Dentist

Around the Northern Hills
Do you want home cooked 

meals, but are short on time?  
I’ve got the perfect solution 
for you!  Take part in the Ag 
in the Classroom Freezer 
meal fundraiser.  You will get 
10 meals frozen for you and 
ready to re-heat.  Each meal 
feeds three to five people.  
The cost is $200 for the set.  

The 10 meals include:
Chicken & Biscuits
Broccoli Cheese Soup
Pulled Pork Mac & Cheese
Chicken Bacon Ranch Pas-

ta
Ham & Beans
Smoked Pork Tenderloin
Swiss Steak
Pulled Pork
Chuckwagon Beans
Hawaiian Chicken
 Orders are due to our office 

Sept. 18.  Pick-up is set for 
Oct. 10 from 3 p.m. to 5:30 
p.m.  To place your order, stop 
in our office or go to our web-
site www.jodaviesscfb.com 
and click on the freezer meal 

tab.

Cover Cop Field Day
 Mark your calendars, the 

cover crop field day is set for 
Friday, Sept. 13 starting at 
11:30 a.m.  It will be held at 
the first field entrance south of 
4629 IL Route 78 on the east 
side of 78 (south of Stockton).  
Full details will be shared 
soon. 

Pop tabs
 I have had a couple of peo-

ple ask me recently if we still 
collect pop tabs for the Ron-
ald McDonald House in Iowa 
City.  The simple answer is, 
yes!  We are happy to sup-

port a worthwhile cause that 
has benefited people from our 
area that have doctorate in 
Iowa City.  

 If you have pop tabs that 
you would like to donate, 
please drop them off in any 
kind of container to the Jo Da-
viess County Farm Bureau of-
fice Monday through Friday, 
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Young Leaders 
Committee 

 The Young Leaders Com-
mittee will have their next 
meeting on Sunday, Sept. 22 
at 7 p.m. at the farm bureau 
office in Elizabeth.  Anyone 
between the ages of 18 and 35 
that has an interest in agricul-
ture is welcome to attend.  For 
more information, call our of-
fice at 815.858.2235 or email 
me at jdcfbmgr@gmail.com.

Farm Fun Fact 
 September is National 

Honey Month.

By
Annette
eggers 
Jo Daviess 
County Farm 
Bureau

    your source for on-line news:

       RVPNEWS.COM
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SATURDAY, SEPT. 21 • 9 A.M.
SCHRADER FARM EQUIP. CONSIGN. AUCTION

5995 IL 75 E. • Dakota, IL
Selling: Tractors, field equip, livestock equip., fencing, shop & yard 

equip., hay & straw, vehicles. NO guns or household items. 
Get listings in NOW to advertise. 815-449-2215

459948

459979

www.youngsauctionil.com

PUBLIC AUCTION
SUNDAY, SEPT. 8 • Noon

2040 WELDAN ROAD, STERLING, IL 61081
Allis Chalmers D17 narrow front, International 756 3 pt narrow front, Farmall 450 2pt power 
steering, 2 DC cases, John Deere 2020 gas wide front 3 pt has issues, International Cub with 
mower, Ford 8 or 9 N, Ford 601, Farmall Cub with sprayer, Cub Low Boy with mower and 
blade, International 2000 loader, McCormick 80 pull type combine, International 37 disc, New 
Holland 275 square bailer, JD 14T square bailer, JD 1240 corn planter, JD 495A corn planter, 
New Holland cycle mower, JD 4 run cultivator, Allis Chalmers snap coupler plow, Ford 3 pt 3 
bottom plow, Dearborn 2 bottom plow, 5 ft. Woods 3 pt mower bad gear box, 5 ft. Woods 3 pt 
mower 60-4, King Cutter mower, New Idea 2 row wide picker sheller, JD spreader, New Idea 
spreader, 3 pt cultivator, end gate seeder, 3 pt cherry picker, drag cart with sections, spread co 
blades, 1 shank 3 pt ripper, JD 2 row cultivator, JD crimper, IH crimper, JD hay rake, Parker 
gravity wagon, Freeman flair box and gear, Farm & Fleet gravity wagon and gear, 90 HP jet ski 
boat rebuilt engine, 4x8 trailer, 16 ft. trailer frame, bulk bin, T posts, gates, hand tools, some 
scrap items and vehicles.

KARROW FAMILY, OWNERS
TERMS: Cash or good check. Have positive ID. Not responsible for items after sold.
AUCTIONEERS: Rob Young, IL #441000593, 815-632-8000; Kevin Conklen, Sale Manager,  
815-590-8027.
CASHIER: Dianne Behrens.        CLERK: Cheri Lockhart.

Sale bill will be posted on AuctionZip.com (ID #43915)
460829

WA TAN YE community 
contributions

WA TAN YE (WTE) has 
been busy preparing for the 
97th WA TAN YE Associa-
tion Convention. The con-
vention will be held locally 
this year on Oct. 4 through 
Oct. 5, 2024, and will high-
light the Stockton communi-
ty, businesses, services, and 
eating establishments. 

Stockton’s WTE contrib-
uted over 25 hours of volun-
teer time to help the Stockton 
Lions Club during their July 
4 chicken bar-be-que. This 
year Lions Club served 91 

home delivery dinners, and 
the bar-be-que made over 
$2000 more than the previ-
ous year. 

The August meeting was 
held at Massbach Ridge Win-
ery with wine tasting and the 
beautiful scenery. The Sept. 5 
meeting will be at the Corner 
Tap, starting the evening with 
a Steak Fry. New members 
are always welcome to join 
the group. Additionally, the 
club would like to thank the 
Stockton community for all 
its support. 

High School golfers 
hit the course for 
2024 season
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 The 2024 High School golf 
season has begun, and the lo-
cal golfers haven’t skipped a 
beat.  Both Stockton and the 
River Ridge-Scales Mound 
golf teams enter 2024 with 
some exceptional players on 
their rosters.  Just a couple 
weeks into the season, both 
teams have put up some im-
pressive performances. 

 Casey Kenna and the 
Stockton golfers were com-
ing off a 13-3 team record 
from last year.  Immediately, 
Masyn Cahill stands out as 
one of Stockton’s top golfers.  
Last season, Cahill was a 
Sectional qualifier, as well as 
a First Team Girls’ All-Con-
ference golfer.  Prior to the 
season, Kenna mentioned 
that Cahill is “hoping to ex-
ceed last year’s accomplish-
ments.” 

 Cahill and the other Black-
hawk golfers ran into some 
tough competition when they 
faced off with Eastland on 
Aug. 20.  That day, Stock-
ton was led by their junior 
Blake Zink.  As a two-time 
varsity letter winner and a 
third-year golfer, Zink hit 
the links running on Aug. 20.  
He took third place against 

Eastland with a 47.  That was 
only enough to tie Eastland’s 
third best scorers.  By the 
end of the match, Eastland 
beat Stockton 178-198.  East-
land’s Braden Anderson was 
the top medalist as he shot a 
40 on the day.  

 Two days later, Ander-
son and the Eastland golfers 
put on an even better per-
formance when they faced 
off with River Ridge Scales 
Mount (RR-SM) at the Eagle 
Ridge North Golf Course.  
The RR-SM roster hoists 
plenty of talent itself, head-
lined by Camden Flack.  

 It was Anderson who 
would bring home anoth-
er first-place finish.  Ea-
gle Ridge North is a par 36 
course, and Anderson came 
in just plus three as he shot 
a 39 on the day.  Flack had a 
solid performance shooting a 
43, but that was good enough 
for just a third-place finish.  
Eastland’s Cam Huber fin-
ished with a 42 on the day. 
That was enough to make the 
difference in the matchup as 
RR-SM fell to Eastland by a 
final score of 172-170.  

 The Blackhawks and 
Wildcats were scheduled to 
face off with each other on 
Sept. 3 at Eagle Ridge North.

STOCKTON BLACKHAWKS VOLLEYBALL FACEBOOK PHOTO  Rock Valley Publishing

 Stockton’s Kacy Wright makes her 1000th assist on Aug. 28 against the Morrison Mustangs during the season 
opener.

Wright notches career assist 1,000 
as Stockton wins home opener
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 The Stockton Blackhawks 
tipped off their 2024 Varsity 
volleyball season with a bang.  
Last week, the Blackhawks 
earned a pair of victories, 
notched a career milestone, 
and defended their home court. 
Stockton was originally set to 
open their season on Aug. 26 
in a matchup against the Oran-
geville Broncos.  When tem-
peratures approached one hun-
dred degrees outside, many lo-
cal sporting events and practic-
es were cancelled or postponed.  
That includes the season opener 
between the Blackhawks and 
Broncos. 

 After a two-day delay, the 
Blackhawks were finally in 
action when they played host 
to the Morrison Mustangs.  In 
2023, Stockton beat the Mus-
tangs 2-1 in the first game, 
making it fitting that these 
teams met up in another open-
er. The Mustangs were unable 
to put up as big of a fight this 
time around.  With the Black-
hawks playing in front of their 
home crowd, Stockton put 
things away in a hurry.  After a 
25-14 victory in the first set, the 
Mustangs were locked in the 
stables.  A 25-10 victory in the 
second set sealed the deal on a 
2-0 sweep to open the season 
for the Blackhawks. 

 It was a memorable day for 
Kacy Wright, who notched ca-
reer assist number 1000.  Kacy 
has been facilitating the Stock-
ton offense for a few years, and 
that remained true in game one 
of 2024.  Kacy led the team 
with 11 assists, including num-
ber 1000, in the victory.  Kacy 
added two kills, three aces, two 
total blocks, and four digs to 
her stat line. 

 Madie Mammoser didn’t 
skip a beat.  Mammoser 
dropped seven kills and a pair 

of blocks as she dominated 
around the net.  Freshman 
Emma Eisfeller had a breakout 
performance with four kills.  
Emily Broshous led the team 
with eight digs in the victory.  

 The Blackhawks kept things 
rolling in the second game of 
the year, when they faced off 
with the Pearl City Wolves.  
After splitting the first two sets, 
things were set up for an excit-
ing finish.  In the end, Stockton 
persevered as they won the 
third set 25-20.  

 That sent the Blackhawks 
into the weekend with a 2-0 
record to start the year.  After 
picking up wins both at home 
and on the road, Stockton 
couldn’t have asked for a better 
start to their season.  

 Over the weekend, the 
Stockton volleyball team con-
tinued play as they went to 
compete in this year’s Galena 
Tournament on Aug. 31.  There, 
they faced off with teams like 
East Dubuque, Annawan, Du-
rand, and Winnebago.
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LIEN SALE

The following self-storage 
Cube contents containing 
household and other goods 
will be sold for cash by 
CubeSmart Asset Man-
agement, LLL as Agent 
for Owner #4409, 555 W. 
South Street, Freeport, Illi-
nois 61032 to satisfy a lien 
on September 19, 2024  at 
approx. 1:00 PM at www.
storagetreasures.com Cube 
1005 Larry Parsons

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 
Sept. 4 & 11, 2024)

460525

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

COUNTY OF Stephenson 
- Freeport, ILLINOIS

US Bank Trust National 
Association, Not In Its 
Individual Capacity But 
Solely As Owner Trustee 
For VRMTG Asset Trust
    Plaintiff
  vs.
Shanin J. Solt; et. al
    Defendant

23 FC 57
CALENDAR

NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is 

hereby given that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclo-
sure entered in the above 
entitled cause Intercounty 
Judicial Sales Corporation 
will on October 9, 2024, at 
the hour 1:30 p.m., Securi-
ty First Title Company, 205 
West Stephenson Street, 
Freeport, IL 61032, sell to 
the highest bidder for cash, 
the following described 
mortgaged real estate:

LOT 3 OF WINDHAV-
EN ACRES PLAT NO. 1 
RECORDED NOVEM-
BER 10, 1998 IN BOOK 
“M” OF PLATS, PAGES 
93-93A AS DOCUMENT 
NO. 9893524, BEING 
A SUBDIVISION OF A 
PART OF THE SOUTH-
EAST QUARTER OF THE 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER 

OF SECTION 8, TOWN-
SHIP 26 NORTH, RANGE 
6 EAST OF THE FOURTH 
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN 
SITUATED IN THE VIL-
LAGE OF PEARL CITY, 
STEPHENSON COUN-
TY, ILLINOIS.

P.I.N. 89-02-17-08-477-
003.

Commonly known as 504 
Breezeway Dr., Pearl City, 
IL 61062.

The real estate is: single 
family residence. If the 
subject mortgaged real es-
tate is a unit of a common 
interest community, the 
purchaser of the unit other 
than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required 
by subsection (g-1) of Sec-
tion 18.5 of the Condo-
minium Property Act. Sale 
terms: At sale, the bidder 
must have 10% down by 
certified funds, balance 
within 24 hours, by certi-
fied funds. No refunds. The 
property will NOT be open 
for inspection. Prospective 
bidders are admonished to 
check the court file to veri-
fy all information.

For information call Sales 
Department at Plaintiff’s 
Attorney, Codilis & Asso-
ciates, P.C., 15W030 North 
Frontage Road. Suite 100, 
Burr Ridge, IL 60527. 
(630) 794-5300. 14-23-
06280 IJSC
INTERCOUNTY 
JUDICIAL SALES 
CORPORATION
intercountyjudicialsales.
com
I3250841

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

Sept. 4, 11 & 18, 2024)
460549

PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE

The Village of Lena will 
hold a public hearing on 
Monday, September 23, 
2024, at 5:55pm at Vil-
lage Hall, located at 122 
E. Main Street, Lena, IL 
61048, to provide interest-
ed parties an opportunity to 

express their views on the 
proposed Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation’s 
ITEP Grant Application 
project and application 
submittal.

On or about September 
30, 2024, the Village of 
Lena intends to apply to 
the Illinois Department of 
Transportation for a grant 
from the Illinois Transpor-
tation Enhancement Pro-
gram (ITEP). These grant 
funds will be utilized to 
help the Village develop 
Pedestrian/Bicycle path-
ways that facilitate trans-
portation from one desti-
nation to another, allowing 
for the community to be 
connected to all necessary 
services and amenities. The 
goal of the ITEP grant proj-
ect is to support alternate 
modes of transportation, 
enhance the transporta-
tion system throughout the 
community, and improve 
the quality of life for mem-
bers of the communities.

Written comments should 
be submitted to Village 
Hall no later than Septem-
ber 23, 2024, in order to 
ensure placement of such 
comments in the official re-
cord of the public hearing 
proceedings. This project 
will result in no displace-
ment of any persons or 
businesses. For addition-
al information concern-
ing the proposed project, 
please contact Village Hall 
at 815.369.4016 or email 
Village Hall at office@
villageoflena.com. Persons 
with disabilities or non-En-
glish speaking person who 
wish to attend the public 
hearing and need assis-
tance should contact Vil-
lage Hall at 815.369.4016 
no later than September 23, 
2024. Every effort will be 
made to make reasonable 
accommodations for these 
persons.

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

Sept. 4, 2024)
460746

LEGAL NOTICES

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 It has been six years since 
the Eastland-Pearl City Wild-
cats won their football sea-
son opener.  The last time 
the Wildcats began their year 
with a 1-0 record was in 2018.  
They went on to finish that 
season with a 12-1 overall re-
cord.  Their only loss came to 
the eventual 2A state champi-
ons in the semifinals.  

 It’s been a long road for the 
Wildcats ever since the 2018 
run.  After dropping the open-
er for five consecutive sea-
sons, the 2024 Wildcats are 
already off to their best start 
in the last half decade.  EPC 
head coach, Jared McNutt, 
and the Wildcats are hoping 
this is just the beginning. 

   The Wildcats opened the 
2024 season against the Gale-
na Pirates on Aug. 30.  Just last 

season, Galena delivered the 
Wildcats a 28-6 loss on EPC’s 
home territory.  This year, the 
Wildcats got the opportunity 
to return the favor. EPC and 
Galena found themselves in 
a bit of a defensive battle in 
the first half.  Perhaps it was 
more of an offensive struggle 
than it was defensive prowess.  
Both teams struggled to finish 
drives as ball control became 
a factor. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Lena Year of the Month
 The Lena Beautification Committee and the Lena Business and Profession-
als Association have selected Eric and Erin Haan’s home for the August Yard of 
the Month.  The couple has completely redone the landscape around their home 
since they moved there in 2020.  Erin loves hydrangeas and has planted several 
varieties.  Other perennials planted in the flower bed include hostas, purple 
phlox, and lilies.  A lemony lace elderberry offers a variety of color for different 
seasons.  When it is time to rest, Erin enjoys sitting in her bench made from an 
old metal baby crib.  The Haan’s enjoy working in their yard and their hard work 
has paid off.  Congratulations, Eric and Erin!

Wildcats earn first week one victory since 2018
 Protecting the rock is the 

key to success and the Wild-
cats taught the Pirates that les-
son last Friday.  The Wildcats 
forced five turnovers in the 
game, including four inter-
ceptions.  Peyton Spears, Will 
Birchen, Draven Zier, and Ja-
cob Runkle each snagged in-
terceptions in the game. EPC 
had just one turnover of their 
own in the game. 

 Despite the five to one 
turnover ratio, the EPC of-
fense failed to make Galena 
pay for their mistake.  EPC 
needed every added opportu-
nity they could get, and even 
then, they couldn’t pull away.  
EPC ran 10 more plays than 
Galena.  Twice the Wildcats 
had the ball inside the five 
yard line and came away with 

zero points.  
 The Wildcats finally 

cracked the scoreboard in the 
third when they combined for 
16 points.  In such a low-scor-
ing affair, the two-score ad-
vantage was probably enough 
to seal the deal.  A third touch-
down in the fourth helped put 
things away as the Wildcats 
won by a score of 22-6.  

 The EPC offense had just 
two touchdowns on the day.  
Both came by way of the 
ground as Jaxsyn Kempel 
rushed in for a pair of scores.  
Zier carried a heavy workload 
in the backfield, rushing for 
65 yards on 22 carries.  

 EPC’s biggest play of the 
day came with the offense on 
the sideline.  A 93-yard kick 
return touchdown by Adam 

Awender provided the Wild-
cats with some much-needed 
insurance.  

 In terms of yardage, it was 
a very close game.  EPC out-
gained Galena by just three 
yards as the Wildcats totaled 
163 yards while Galena had 
160.  It was the turnover rate 
that played the difference 
in this one.  “We did a lot of 
things really well and our de-
fense played great.  Our of-
fense had short fields because 
we had the four interceptions 
and the recovered fumble,” 
McNutt shared following the 
game.  

 The Wildcats face quite the 
challenge in week two.  This 
Friday, EPC travels to Durand 
to take on the Durand-Peca-
tonica Rivermen at 7 p.m.

Village of Lena happenings
 We hope to see everyone 

for the Fall Festival on Sept. 
6 and 7. The parade begins at 
noon on Saturday, Sept. 7th. 
Thank you to the Lena Li-
ons for organizing such a fun 
event for the Village of Lena.

 The Village of Lena is ap-
plying for an ITEP Grant to 
fund a couple sidewalk proj-
ects. The grant would help 
complete the sidewalk to 
Fairway Hills, and to the Oak 
View Terrace Subdivision. 
This is a highly sought after 
grant, so the more support we 
have the better. If you would 
like to write a letter of sup-
port to accompany our ap-

plication, please call Village 
Hall at 815-369-4016 for 
more information. Any let-
ters of support would need to 
be turned into the Village by 
Monday, Sept. 23.

 The IEPA Loan was fund-
ed for the sewer lining proj-
ect. We will be putting the 
project out for bid this fall 
and plan to have it start this 
coming spring.

 As a reminder, please do 
not blow grass in the street 
while mowing. The grass 
ends up being washed down 
the storm drains causing 
them to clog and back up. If 
you have excess grass to dis-

pose of, it can be dropped off 
at the Streets Department on 
Townline Road in the desig-
nated yard waste pile.

 Keep an eye out for the 
Fall Village Newsletter com-
ing out in October. The Vil-
lage Board meets at Village 
Hall on the second and fourth 
Monday of each month at 6 
p.m. Everyone is welcome 
to attend to see what is hap-
pening within the Village of 
Lena. If you have a topic that 
you would like to discuss you 
can call Village Hall at 815-
369-4016 to be put on the 
agenda for Public Participa-
tion. 
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who have sent a donation to 
help underwrite the Scoop 

Today/Shopper’s Guide. For 
those of you who haven’t 

done so in the past year, but 
enjoy this newspaper and 

would like to help us pay for 
its operation, please send a 
donation in any amount to:

c/oRock Valley Publishing, 1102 Ann St., Delavan, WI 53115
If you thInk youR nEWSPAPER IS WoRth

50¢ an issue, it would be $26.00; 75¢ an issue - $39.00 
or $1 an issue - $52.00

You won’t get a Scoop/Shopper’s Guide tote bag, an Apple gift card, or a 
discount on an extended car warranty. But you will get the satisfaction of 

knowing that you have helped support your favorite newspaper.

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

Phone______________________________

__ Please keep my
     paper coming: 453719

the Scoop Today Shopper’s Guide
READERS

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Pearl City students back 
in action
  Pearl City students are back in school and back to 
work. This week, fourth graders in Mrs. Brouhard’s sci-
ence class worked with partners to create a simple elec-
trical system that would power a fan. They were given 
the materials with no directions and had to work togeth-
er to figure out how to make their fan function.  Pictured 
are Kamryn Shellhause and Fallyn Pauley as they de-
sign their electrical motor system. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

  Pearl City kindergarten and first grade students prac-
tice their teamwork skills, helping others, and taking 
turns in the “train tracks” game. Groups had to move 
and lay down the tracks so that their friends could make 
it across the gym.  Pictured are students Cruz Lopez, 
Logan Liebenstein, Macklin Sheffey, Cadence Pickard, 
Hazel Sillane, Harra Allen, Emily Panico, and Brantley 
Worrell.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

  Natalie Dinderman, Micah Daiker, and Everly Corbin 
help Kayslee Kostenbader cross the gym in their team 
building and problem solving game.

No ‘slated’ GOP candidates will be 
kept off ballot after rulings from 
Supreme Court, elections board

Kennedy to remain on Illinois presidential ballot, 2 third-party candidates removed
By Jerry Nowicki and Jenni-
fer Fuller
CaPITOl NEwS IllINOIS

A law banning political par-
ties from waiting until after 
the primary election to place 
a state legislative candidate 
on the general election ballot 
won’t keep any Republicans 
from running this November. 

The Illinois Supreme Court 
and State Board of Elections 
each made rulings Aug. 23, 
ensuring that a law rushed 
through by Democrats in May 
wouldn’t throw a wrench into 
the filing process for the cur-
rent election cycle.

The decisions pertain to 
“candidate slating,” a process 
through which party insid-
ers can name a candidate to 
the general election ballot for 
their party, even if no candi-
date ran in the party’s primary. 
The law, which is now offi-
cially on hold for 2024, still 
allows parties to replace with-
drawals but prevents slating in 
cases where the party didn’t 
run anyone in the primary. 

The elections board ruled 
that slated Republican can-
didate Jay Keeven may ap-
pear on the November bal-
lot, throwing out challenges 
against him and other candi-
dates that would have been 
affected by the law. 

Hours later, the high court 
issued what’s known as a 
“Perlman order,” affirming a 
lower court’s decision to tem-
porarily halt the law for the 
current cycle without setting a 
precedent in future cases. That 
ruling doesn’t void the law in 
its entirety, but rather blocks 
it only for this year’s general 
election for the 14 plaintiffs—
all slated Republican candi-
dates—that sued the state after 
the law’s passage. 

Democrats introduced the 
bill in May, then passed it and 
sent it to the governor for a 
signature within 48 hours.

While Democrats billed the 
law as one to would weaken 
“party bosses,” Republicans 
decried it as a majority-party 
power grab to keep Repub-
licans off the ballot in tight 
races. 

A Sangamon County judge 
agreed in a June ruling that 
Democrats were out of line in 
changing the rules mid-cycle. 
Judge Gail Noll blocked the 
law from taking effect against 
the candidates who sued the 
state following its passage. 
The Supreme Court’s Aug. 
23 opinion—which noted two 
justices recused themselves 
and the remaining judges 
couldn’t come to a four-vote 
majority—upholds the order.

Keeven, a candidate in 
what’s expected to be a tight 
House race against incumbent 
Democrat Katie Stuart in the 
Metro East, was not party to 
the lawsuit, because he filed 
petitions before the law took 
effect. Democrats challenged 
his candidacy, seeking to use 
the law to remove him from 
the ballot. 

The Illinois State Board 
of Elections rejected the 
challenge on Aug. 23 on the 
grounds that “he filed his 
nomination papers in an ac-
cordance with the law in effect 
at the time.” They accepted 
the recommendation of a hear-
ing officer with one dissenting 
vote from Board Chair Casa-
ndra Watson. 

“For months, Democrats 
in Springfield have tried ev-

ery possible way to keep the 
voters in the Metro-East from 
having a choice in Novem-
ber,” Keeven said in a state-
ment. “Today, they lost. With 
every attempt to kick me off of 
the ballot, our campaign con-
tinues to gain momentum.”

Keeven’s challengers 
were represented by Michael 
Kasper, a Democratic election 
lawyer who has long been a 
power player on issues such 
as redistricting and candidate 
challenges. He argued that 
the hearing officer erred by 
enforcing a law that was no 
longer on the books. 

“The board’s powers are to 
apply the law as it is today,” 
he argued. 

But John Fogarty, the 
GOP’s counterpart to Kasper, 
argued the General Assem-

bly shouldn’t be allowed to 
change the rules in the middle 
of an election cycle, partic-
ularly for candidates for the 
General Assembly.

“The role of this body is, 
yes, to apply the law, but you 
also apply the law as it was 
when this act was taken,” he 
said, noting that if the Gener-
al Assembly wanted the law 
applied retroactively, it could 
have specifically said so. 

 
Presidential action

In other action, the board 
removed two third-party can-
didates from the presidential 
ballot while ruling that inde-
pendent candidate Robert F. 
Kennedy Jr. can remain on the 
ballot despite objections. 

See ballot, Page 20
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Service 
Corner

The Scoop Today 
& Shopper’s 

Guide

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

Nick Judge • 815-990-8937
www.sixpointservices.com

Residential and 
Commercial

Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning

Window Washing
Holiday Lighting

Fully insured
413671

460839

End of sEason 
savings!!!

10240 N. Old Mill Rd. • McConnell, IL 61050
815-541-3348 • heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines

Your local Toro Dealer & Master Service Center

46
07

16

RED TAG

SALE
9/1/24 - 9/30/24

0% financing 
options from 

42-60 months

Cash discounts
up to $2,000 on
select mowers

(Formerly Wybourn Construction)

Cell: 608-558-1095
Lena, IL

bobwybourn@gmail.com
• Windows•Doors•Kitchens

•Bathrooms•Decks
No Job Too Small To Appreciate!

407366

PEARL CITY SEAMLESS 
GUTTERS INC.

815-291-6449

5” & 6” Seamless 
Gutters & Gutter Guards Available. 

Multi-color, Color Match.
Owner Operated

423071

Report shows Illinois union participation 
declining despite growth in new petitions
‘State of the Unions’ study shows  public sector unions shrink following 2018 Janus decision

By Jerry Nowicki
Capitol News illiNois

Overall participation in 
labor unions has declined in 
recent years in Illinois, al-
though the state has seen an 
increase in successful union-
ization efforts for the second 
year in a row. 

That’s according to the 
State of the Unions 2024 re-
port, the latest installment in 
an annual review of union-
ization in Illinois and the 
U.S. by the Illinois Economic 
Policy Institute and the Uni-
versity of Illinois’ Project 
for Middle Class Renewal. 
ILEPI is a nonprofit research 
organization with a board of 
directors that’s closely tied to 
organized labor. 

The study found that Illi-
nois saw 86 successful union 
petitions in 2023, up from 

67 the year before. Those 
are the two highest totals in 
a 10-year period dating back 
to 2014. The prior eight years 
ranged from 25 to 62 success-
ful petitions.

“When you see a couple of 
positive years where you’re 
seeing growth in numbers, 
it does suggest that there’s 
some change in the labor 
market, there’s some change 
in worker attitudes, there’s 
some change in the strategy 
of union organizers,” Rob-
ert Bruno, a report co-author 
and director of the Project for 
Middle Class Renewal said in 
an interview. “It all suggests 
a positive turn.”

The successful petitions 
led to 4,399 additional work-
ers being unionized in 2023, 
down from 9,497 in 2022.

“That’s from coffee shops 

to hospitals to cannabis pro-
ducers to top-ranked univer-
sities,” said Frank Manzo, a 
report co-author and econo-
mist with ILEPI, said. “You 
know, private and nonprofit 
workers successfully orga-
nized dozens of workplac-
es, showing that the labor 
movement is gaining traction 
in new and emerging indus-
tries.”

Despite the increase in 
private sector unionization 
efforts, the percentage of 
Illinois’ workforce that is 
unionized dropped below 13 
percent for the first time in 
the 10-year period surveyed. 
At 12.8 percent, Illinois had 
the 13th-highest unionization 
rate among all states. A total 
of 707,829 people in Illi-
nois were unionized in 2023, 
down from nearly 847,000 in 

2015. 
The public sector union-

ization rate has declined by a 
total of 4.1 percentage points 
since the U.S. Supreme Court 
handed down a decision in 
Janus vs. AFSCME, from 
52.1 percent to 48 percent. 
That ruling put an end to pub-
lic sector unions being able 
to charge fees to individuals 
who benefit from union rep-
resentation but choose not to 
join the union. 

Those fees, often referred 
to as “fair share” fees, helped 
unions better negotiate wage 
and benefit structures for all 
employees, regardless of 
whether they are part of the 
union. Without them, Manzo 
said, unions are required to 
represent those individuals 
without compensation. 

“It is true that the most 

significant contributor to the 
declines in Illinois’ union-
ization rate has been drops 
in worker bargaining power 
in the public sector that was 
sparked by a 2018 Supreme 
Court decision,” Manzo said. 

Another contributor to 
union participation decline 
is that the economy has add-
ed jobs in sectors with “low 
union densities,” like man-
agement, professional ser-
vices, e-commerce and the 
gig economy, he said. At 
the same time, careers with 
long-standing union ties, 
such as mining and manu-
facturing, have either grown 
more slowly or “been lost al-
together,” he said. 

But he added that other 
states, including many sur-
rounding Illinois, have en-
acted “right-to-work” laws, 
which create “Janus-like con-
ditions” in the private sector. 

Illinois’ Workers’ Rights 
Amendment—an amend-
ment to the state constitution 
that was approved by voters 
in 2022—“effectively bans 
those so-called right-to-work 
laws from ever coming to the 
state,” Manzo said. 

“And the data show that 
states that protect workers 
rights, like Illinois, have 
higher wages, faster wage 
growth and stronger unions 
compared to those that have 
weakened collective bargain-
ing rights,” he said. 

While Illinois’ unioniza-
tion rate was 12.8 percent in 
2023, nearby states that have 
right-to-work laws—Iowa, 

Indiana, Kentucky and Wis-
consin—had rates ranging 
from 7.1 percent to 8.8 per-
cent. 

Average hourly earnings in 
Illinois were $36.82 in 2023, 
compared to rates of $28.82 
to $31.84 in the four neigh-
boring right-to-work states, 
although Illinois’ cost of liv-
ing is generally higher than 
in those states, which don’t 
have a city comparable to 
Chicago’s size. 

Illinois’ wage growth from 
2017 to 2023 was an average 
of 4.6 percent higher than 
those four states, based on 
the study’s review of the U.S. 
Department of Labor’s Cur-
rent Population Survey data. 
Unionized Illinois workers 
earn about 12.6 percent more 
than non-union workers, per 
the same analysis. 

The study found Black 
workers, men, military vet-
erans, and workers with mas-
ter’s degrees have the highest 
unionization rates in Illinois.

Nationally, the U.S. added 
135,000 new union members 
in 2023, following a gain of 
277,000 union members in 
2022, according to the report. 
Unions are also seeing near 
record-high support, with 67 
percent of respondents view-
ing them favorably, per a Gal-
lup poll cited in the report. 

“Despite dealing with an 
economy in transition and 
facing considerable legal 
challenges, unions are orga-
nizing new industries and im-
proving job quality,” Manzo 
said.

SSM Health Monroe 
Hospital hosting fall 
Club Scrub session

 SSM Health Monroe Hos-
pital is excited to offer 8th 
grade students an opportuni-
ty to learn about health care 
professions through its Club 
Scrub program. 

 The goal of this free af-
ter-school program is to in-
crease awareness of health 
care careers. The program is 
designed to provide consis-
tent and engaging exposure 
to various health care pro-
fessions through 8 interac-
tive sessions over a period of 
three months.

 Students will have the 
opportunity to speak with 
health care professionals and 
participate in hands-on ac-
tivities that will allow them 
to experience firsthand what 
it might be like to work in 

a variety of health care set-
tings such as Cardiac Cath 
Lab, Emergency Department, 
Family Medicine Residency, 
Operating Room, Pharmacy, 
Eye Care, Orthopedics and 
Physical Therapy. 

 Club Scrub will start Oct. 9 
and end Dec.18 with a gradu-
ation ceremony. Each session 
will be held on Wednesdays 
from 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. at 
SSM Health Monroe Hospi-
tal, 515 22nd Avenue, Mon-
roe, Wisconsin. Applications 
are due by Sept. 20, 2024.

 Please complete the appli-
cation form that can be found 
at ssmhealth.com/clubscrub.

For questions, please con-
tact Club Scrub Coordinator, 
Stacie Natter at stacie.nat-
ter@ssmhealth.com.
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 help wanted

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

 real estate

 real estate

v v v v v v

 transportation
Automobiles

1964 BUICK RIVIERA 425 CID, 
runs & looks great. $20,000 
OBO. 815-347-0496.

1971 VW BEETLE 4 SPEED 
Verified milage 50,784. Runs 
great. One family owned. Bought 
new. Garage kept. $15,000. 
Evansville, WI. Call 608-449-
1420.

1985 TOYOTA SUPRA Original 
owner, California car, 172,000 
miles.  Evansville $8,000 OBO.  
608-322-2483

Boats
2011 ALUMACRAFT FISHER-
MAN 145 $7,100. OBO Yamaha 
25HP 4 Stroke Electric Start. 
Shorelander Bunk Trailer. Hum-
minbird 565 Fishfinder. New 
Seats. New Cover, New Carpet, 
New Trailer Lights. Contact: Skaf-
floc@yahoo.com

‘87 RINKER DECK BOAT 
Comes with new trailer & shore 
station boat lift with lift motor & 
canopy, and boat cover. Runs 
great! Well maintained inside & 
out! Low hours! Clean & comfort-
able interior for 10 people, ready 
to enjoy. Please call Marcia @ 
815-483-0177 or 815-463-1940 
for more details, asking $14,850.

COMMERCIAL JON BOAT With 
trailer, 18 foot, 25 hp Yamaha 
F/S. $2,000. Call 262-206-1725.

MINI PONTOON BOAT All alum.  
1yr. old 15 hp, elec. start Mercury 
motor.  Great buy, $7700 OBO.  
Call George, 608-897-4177.

Campers and RVs
1994 WINNEBAGO WARRIOR 
22’ V8 454 engine, 97,200 miles. 
Newer tires, new battery, new 
sub floor and flooring. Rooftop 
A/C works great. Rust free, runs 
good and ready for travel! Asking 
$10,500. Located near Rockford. 
Call 815-520-0997.

2022 COACHMAN FREEDOM 
EXPRESS 24’ Travel Trailer with 
Q bed. Very clean. $19,000. 
OBO. 262-470-4083.

Motorcycles
1999 HARLEY DAVIDSON 
Road King Classic $5000, Ex-
cellent condition, 450 cc, fuel in-
jected, 28,300 miles, Cobalt blue 
One Owner, Comes with wind-
shield, backrest, luggage racks, 
side bags, cover.  Needs a rear 
tire.  Bill Hauri 608-214-6283

Sports/Classic 
Cars

1952 CHEVY PICKUP Solid Ne-
vada truck, runs great. $19,750. 
(262) 949-6997.

Trucks & Trailers
‘08 DODGE RAM 3500, Mega 
Cab, 6.7 Cummins, 6 speed 
Manual.  Short box, spray-in 
bedliner, gauges, more perfor-
mance upgrades.  Rust free, 
very good condition! 182,000 
miles. $27,800 obo. Call or text 
608-897-5775

MOTORCYCLE/ATV TRAILER 
All aluminum, like new, approx. 
20’ x 6’. $3,000. 262-492-5134.

IT’S GARAGE SALE 
TIME AGAIN!

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

 for rent

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention to 
make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial sta-
tus includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of children 
under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby in-
formed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination call HUD toll-
free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

Auction  Deadline
is Noon Friday! 

Contact Rhonda at
rmarshall@rvpublishing.com 

for information on advertising.

Call
815-369-4112

for details
on placing an ad

Time To
Sell Your 
Home?

4
2
2
7

9
1

 for sale
 garage 
 sale

FIND YOUR NEXT AUTO 
IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

Apartments

Burial Needs
7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to 
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva, 
WI 53147. This is a private sale. 
Contact Randy, the seller at 
randy@slpublishers.com.

HELP WANTED

Oak Leaf Plumbing
815-541-5262 www.oakleafhomecompany.com

Oak Leaf Plumbing is 
looking for an Illinois 

State Licensed Plumber.
40-45 pay range, paid 

time off, 40 hrs a week, 
no nights or weekends. 459232

444841

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing is looking for a Part-

Time Advertising Sales Executive. 
Approximately 20 hours per week.

We publish newspapers, shoppers, and 
niche publications throughout the stateline. 
You have the opportunity to sell into all Rock 
Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making 
your paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:

Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising
Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com

Fax: (262) 725-6844

Managerial

Southern Lakes Newspapers LLC and its affiliated 
companies are looking for a skiLLED OfficE MANAgEr 
to lead and supervise all aspects of our business department 
located in Delavan, Wis. This is a full-time position, minimum 

35 hours, no nights or weekends. You will be in charge 
of managing all day-to-day operations in the business 
department and directly supervising 3-4 employees.

Responsibilities:
• Oversee accounts payable and accounts receivable
• Manage banking accounts
• Quarterly and annual duties for tax filings and census reporting
• 401K and HR administration duties
• Oversee payroll for 3 companies
• Recruiting and training new employees
• Miscellaneous department management duties

Requirements:
• Proficient in QuickBooks
• Bachelor’s degree in business, business management, or other 

related fields
• At least 3 years experience in a management position
• Outstanding leadership abilities
• Excellent written and verbal communication skills

Please submit resume to: kwhittington@rvpublishing.com
459650

460332
LENA PARK DISTRICT HIRING MAINTENANCE POSITIONS

Seasonal & Permanent Part-Time
Application & Job Descriptions at lenaparkdistrict.org/staff

Applications due by September 13
info@lenaparkdistrict.org  I  815-369-5351

NORTH PRAIRIE 
APARTMENTS - STOCKTON

Managed by CMS Management, LLC

Applications are available in the hallway of 
108 building, across from laundry.

This Institution in an Equal Opportunity Provider.

108 Mathilda Drive, Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-2237
1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Apartments

Laundry Facility On-Site • Appliances Furnished

39
41
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Lena
13840 W. GALENA RD. (Wadd-
ams Grove) Rain or Shine! 
Sept. 6; 8am-5pm & Sept. 7th; 
8am-4pm. Everything is half 
price Sept. 7th! Storage trunks, 
cookbooks, sewing books, Sc-Fi 
books, LOTS of books! Treadle 
& other sewing machines, misc. 
sewing items, needle point sup-
plies, lots of yard, a loom, antique 
table top washing machine, type-
writer, records, cassettes, VHS 
tapes, DVD’s, Tiara, Cape Cod, 
Lifetime cookware, Tupperware, 
camping gear, lots of household 
items & misc. things.
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Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE, rvpnews.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

392651

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE 15TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

COUNTY OF Stephenson - 
Freeport, ILLINOIS

US Bank Trust National 
Association, Not In Its Individual 
Capacity But Solely As Owner 
Trustee For VRMTG Asset Trust
    Plaintiff
  vs.
Shanin J. Solt; et. al
    Defendant

23 FC 57
CALENDAR

NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby giv-

en that pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure entered in the above 
entitled cause Intercounty Judicial 
Sales Corporation will on October 
9, 2024, at the hour 1:30 p.m., 
Security First Title Company, 205 
West Stephenson Street, Free-
port, IL 61032, sell to the highest 
bidder for cash, the following de-
scribed mortgaged real estate:

P.I.N. 89-02-17-08-477-003.
Commonly known as 504 

Breezeway Dr., Pearl City, IL 
61062.

The real estate is: single fami-
ly residence. If the subject mort-
gaged real estate is a unit of a 
common interest community, the 
purchaser of the unit other than a 
mortgagee shall pay the assess-
ments required by subsection (g-
1) of Section 18.5 of the Condo-
minium Property Act. Sale terms: 
At sale, the bidder must have 10% 
down by certified funds, balance 
within 24 hours, by certified funds. 
No refunds. The property will NOT 
be open for inspection. Prospec-
tive bidders are admonished to 
check the court file to verify all 
information.

For information call Sales 
Department at Plaintiff’s Attor-
ney, Codilis & Associates, P.C., 
15W030 North Frontage Road. 
Suite 100, Burr Ridge, IL 60527. 
(630) 794-5300. 14-23-06280 
IJSC
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL 
SALES CORPORATION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3250841

(Published in The Shopper’s 
Guide 

Sept. 4, 11 & 18, 2024)
460550

REAL ESTATE 
NOTICE

From Lena’s Kitchen

 I had almost forgotten that 
this week was a milestone in 
my column writing.  I start-
ed the week of Fall Festival 
in 2004.  It is hard to believe 
that we have been sharing 
this space for 20 years.  As I 
looked back through earlier 
columns, so many loyal read-
ers have passed away.  I also 

remembered them fondly as 
they sent me their treasured 
recipes.  I have written 960 
of these little recipes, and 
hope I have a few more left 
in me.  Today’s recipes have 
a mixture of some new and 
some from my first columns.  
Thanks for letting me wax 
nostalgia this week.

Merry Berry Salad
 This refreshing salad uses 

several of this fall’s fruits to 
enhance a green salad.  I like 
to use Braeburn apples and 
Granny Smith apples.  If you 
don’t have any frozen cran-
berries because fresh ones 
aren’t in season, you can sub-
stitute raspberries or blueber-
ries.

1 large pkg. (10 oz.) mixed 
salad greens

1 medium red apple, diced
1 medium green apple 

diced
1 C. shredded Parmesan 

cheese
½ C. dried cranberries
½ C. slivered almonds, 

toasted
Dressing

1 C. fresh cranberries
½ C. sugar
½ cider vinegar
½ C. thawed apple juice 

concentrate
1 t. salt
1 t. ground mustard
1 t. grated onion
1 C. canola oil
 Combine the salad ingre-

dients in a large bowl.  In 
the food processor, place all 
dressing ingredients except 
oil and pulse until well blend-
ed.  While processing, grad-
ually add the oil in a steady 
stream.  Drizzle over salad 
greens.

Orange Caramelized 
Squash Rings”

 This recipe was in my very 
first column.  It is easy to 

make and is a good seasonal 
recipe.

1 medium acorn squash
2 T. butter melted
2 T. orange marmalade
2 T. packed brown sugar
 Heat the oven to 350.  

Wash squash and pierce sev-
eral times with a fork.  Place 
squash in a low glass baking 
dish.  Microwave on high 5 to 
6 minutes, turning and rotat-
ing twice until the skin starts 
to soften.  Let stand in micro-
wave about 5 minutes to cool 
slightly.  Cut off a small por-
tion of each end of the squash.  
Cut the squash into 4 rings 
about 1 inch thick.  Remove 
the seeds.  Place the rings in 
an ungreased 9 x 13 baking 
dish.  Brush tops with ½ of 
the butter.  Turn and brush the 
other side with butter.  Bake 
30 minutes.  In a small bowl, 
mix marmalade and brown 
sugar.  Brush over the top of 
each squash.  Return to the 
oven and bake an additional 
10 minutes.  Turn slices over; 
brush with remaining mix-
ture.  Bake 5-10 minutes lon-
ger or until squash is tender.  
This is a wonderful vegetable 
dish to serve with roast pork 
or pork chops.

Cabbage Roll 
Casserole

 This recipe was also in my 
very first column.  Glorya 
Kayser, who had a local flo-
ral shop for many years and 
a farmer’s market long before 
farmer’s markets were popu-
lar, shared this recipe because 
she didn’t like all the fuss of 
rolling up the cabbage rolls.  

2 lbs. ground beef
1 large onion, chopped
3 garlic cloves, minced
2 cans (15 oz. each) tomato 

sauce, divided
1 t. dried thyme
½ t. dill weed
½ t. dried sage

¼ t. salt
¼ t. pepper
¼ t. cayenne pepper
2 C. cooked rice
4 bacon strips, cooked and 

crumbled
1 medium head cabbage 

(about 2 lbs.) shredded
1 C. shredded mozzarella 

cheese
 Preheat the oven 375.  In 

a large skillet, cook beef and 
onion over medium heat, 
crumbling beef, until meat 
is no longer pink.  Add the 
garlic; cook 1 minute longer.  
Drain.  Stir in 1 can tomato 
sauce and spices.  Bring to a 
boil.  Reduce heat; simmer, 
covered, 5 minutes.  Stir in 
rice and bacon and remove 
from heat.

 Grease a 9 x 13 baking 
dish.  Layer a third of the 
cabbage in the baking dish.  
Top with half the meat mix-
ture.  Repeat layers, top with 
remaining cabbage.  Pour re-
maining can of tomato sauce 
over the top.  Cover and bake 
for 45 minutes.  Uncover, 
sprinkle with cheese.  Bake 
until cheese is melted, about 
10 minutes.  Let stand 5 min-
utes before serving

Carol’s Pumpkin Bars
 This recipe was also in my 

very first column.  My moth-
er’s friend, Carol, made the 
best pumpkin bars.  For years 
I had to make these for my 
fellow teachers on their birth-
days.  I have never found an-
other pumpkin bar recipe that 
is as good as this one.  The 
best part of the recipe is that 
it only takes 10 minutes to put 
it together!  I’m remembering 
the good times of both my 
mom and Carol.

2 C. flour
2 t. baking powder
1 t. baking soda
¼ t. salt
2 t. cinnamon
1 t. pumpkin pie spice

2 C. sugar
1 C. salad oil
4 eggs
16 oz. can of pumpkin
1 C. pecans (optional)

Frosting
1 stick unsalted butter
8 oz. cream cheese, soft-

ened
3½ C. powdered sugar
1 t. of vanilla
 Preheat the oven to 350.  

In a mixing bowl, mix ingre-
dients together on medium 
speed in order and blend well.  
Bake in a jelly roll pan that has 
been sprayed with cooking 
spray for 25 minutes at 350.  
For frosting:  Cream together 
the butter and cream cheese; 
carefully add the powdered 
sugar and mix until blended; 
add the vanilla and mix again.  
Frost when cool.  I think they 
are better if they have been re-
frigerated for a while.  If you 
have any left, refrigerate the 
rest.

Mom’s Apple Cake
 My mom’s apple cake is 

still the best.  I used to make it 
every year, but lately haven’t 
been able to chew it.  I am 
looking forward to the day I 
can savor this cake again.

1¼ C. cooking oil
2 C. sugar
3 eggs
1 t. soda
1 t. salt
3 C. flour
3 C. chopped apples
1 C. chopped pecans

Sauce:
1 C. brown sugar
½ C. butter
¼ C. canned milk
1 t. vanilla
 Preheat oven to 350.  Mix 

oil, sugar, and eggs in stand-
ing mixer.  In a separate bowl, 
combine the soda, salt, and 
flour.  Whisk ingredients to-
gether.  Add to sugar mixture.  
Remove from mixer and fold 
in apples and nuts.  Place in a 
large pan sprayed with cook-
ing spray.  Bake until crusty 
on top about 55 minutes.  
Cook sauce ingredients on 
low to slow boil until slight-
ly thickened.  Spread warm 

sauce over cake.

Final Thoughts
 Thanks for letting me go 

down memory lane this week.  
I never told anyone but my 
mother that I was writing this 
column.  Years later I was re-
ally surprised when people 
still didn’t know I was doing 
it.  I guess you can keep a se-
cret in Lena for a long time.  
I have been fortunate to have 
people give me lots of rec-
ipes.  I have had only three 
incidents where people were 
upset with me.  We were able 
to get those times straightened 
out. 

 There are some things that 
have remained the same in 
twenty years.  I always use 
all-purpose flour unless I 
specify, I always use low-so-
dium chicken or beef broth as 
well as low sodium soy sauce.  
I do like arugula lettuce and 
a lot of people don’t.  I am a 
big user of Watkins spices be-
cause my college roommate 
used to sell them.  I always 
use unsalted butter unless the 
recipe specifically tells me to 
use salted butter.  Like the Pi-
oneer Woman, I have rarely 
had a recipe with bananas—
she hates them, and I am al-
lergic to them.  Remember to 
use good ingredients because 
cheaper does not mean bet-
ter, especially when dealing 
with chocolate!  I love church 
cookbooks. If you have fol-
lowed me a lot of years, you 
already know these things.  
I have written through the 
deaths of friends and fami-
ly, back surgery, and cancer 
treatments.  We will see if I 
make it to start my 21st year!  
Thanks for sticking with me.

 We will be looking for 
some good squash and apple 
recipes, so send some favor-
ites our way.  If you find some 
recipes to share, you can con-
tact us by email at scoopshop-
per@rvpublishing.com or by 
mail at From Lena’s Kitch-
ens, The Shopper’s Guide at 
Rock Valley Publishing, 1102 
Ann St., Delavan, WI 53115.  
Have a great week.

The not so skinny cook

Illinois’ business is YOUR business

Brought to you by your newspaper and the Illinois Press Association

451416
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437456

Daws  MEMORIALS
MONUMENT SALES

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • ESTABLISHED IN 1991

LOTS OF GRANITE IN STOCK
6-8 Weeks From Start To Finish

And Placed In Cemetery

40% CHEAPER THAN COMPETITION!UP 
TO

Bruce Does It All! Sales & Service
STOP BY FOR A QUOTE

Weekdays • Weekends • Evenings • Holidays
APPOINTMENTS WELCOME!
Call 815-369-4246
or 815-238-6307

207 LEET STREET, LENA, ILLINOIS

- -

football?football?
LOW PRICE GUARANTEELOW PRICE GUARANTEE

oVER 60 rECLINERS IN sTOCK!
FREE DELIVERY & REMOVAL OF OLD FURNITURE

SPECIAL ORDER FABRIC AVAILABLE

Kick Back & Relax on Recliners,
Sectionals, Sofas, Love Seats, and more!
Kick Back & Relax on Recliners,
Sectionals, Sofas, Love Seats, and more!

20 E. Stephenson St., Downtown Freeport 
815-235-4911 ritewayfreeport.com
Mon - Fri 9 am to 5 pm and Saturday 9 am to 4 pm

FREE LAYAWAY
YOUR LOCAL

DEALER
Ask about Our
Financing Programs!
Long and Short Term
Financing is Available

FINANCING
AVAILABLENorthwest IL Largest Furniture,

Mattress & Appliance Dealer Mattresses, Furniture,
and Appliances

Rite-WayRite-Way

Are you ready to watchAre you ready to watch

Thanks For
Voting Rite-Way

Furniture &
Appliance Best
of the Region in

Furniture &
Appliance for
Over 27 Years!

460732

REMAIN COMPLETELY ANONYMOUS

“Get Involved, Without Getting Involved”
Stephenson County Crime Stop, Inc. est. 1981

Crime Stop Works!
IN STEPHENSON COUNTY

call 815-235-7867 (STOP)

download our app
www.sccrimestop.com @sccrimestop
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By Victoria Hansen
 It may not feel like fall, 

but it will be here before we 
know it. Fall is my favorite 
season of them all. I love 
the cooler temperatures, 
and I prioritize many visits 
to apple orchards. One of 
my favorite parts of visiting 
the apple orchard is stroll-
ing through the area with 
all the different apple vari-
eties. There are nearly 100 
varieties of apples grown in 
the United States, but only a 
handful of those make it to 
the top of the “apple charts” 
which then account for more 
than 90 percent of apple pro-
duction. 

Americas top favorites in-
clude: 

Gala: crispy, juicy, and 
very sweet. Galas are ideal 
for snacking. 

Red Delicious: sweet-tast-
ing and best eaten fresh or 
on salads

Fuji: sweet flavor and 
firm, prefect for eating fresh. 

Golden Delicious: a mild, 
buttery-honey taste that is 
perfect for pies and crips

Granny Smith: green-col-
ored, crisp, and tart makes 
for a fun snack-try it with 
peanut butter. 

Honey Crisp: explosive 
crispiness and sweet like 
honey - these apples are 
great for snacking, putting in 
salads or making sauce. 

 My favorite apples in-
clude golden delicious and 
galas. I can’t wait to enjoy 
some caramel apples and a 
cup of hot apple cider. Be 
sure to get out and support 
our local apple orchards this 
fall. 

Calling Carroll and 
Stephenson County 
teachers

Want to get some new 
learning activities for your 
class this year? Attend the 
Awesome Agriculture free 
online workshop! At the 
workshop you will learn 
about on-line resources from 
Illinois Ag in the Classroom 
and how to use them. 

 Teachers will earn 1 PD 
for attending and get a $20 

Amazon gift card to use for 
classroom supplies. The 
program will take place on 
Thursday, Sept. 12 from 4 
p.m. to 5p.m. Registration 
is due on or before Sept. 9 
and can be completed by 
visiting https://form.jotform.
com/241864447555163

Illinois Farm Bureau’s 
Actively Engaged 
Student of the Month

Do you know an actively 

engaged student with partic-
ipation in FFA, 4-H, IHSA 
and a student activity, club 
or organization? Nominate 
them for Illinois Farm Bu-
reau’s Actively Engaged 
Student of the Month. The 
student must participate in 
all of the defined areas to 
be considered. Nomination 
is good for the entire 2024-
2025 school year and do 
not reset each month. Win-
ners will be selected on the 

first Friday of each month, 
starting in September. Nom-
inations should come from 
FFA advisor, coach, club or 
activity sponsor, and/or 4-H 
or county fair rep. Nomi-
nator’s may also include a 
letter with further details at 
the end of the form. To nom-
inate an individual www.
farmweeknow.com/actively-
engaged/ Direct questions, 
to JTaylor@ifb.org

Stephenson County Farm Bureau news
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460725

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

ExpEriEncE You can count on

815-291-2866

Autumn has arrived and colder  
weather is on the way! Make sure your 

furnace is working properly.
Call or text us to set up an appointment.

Furnace clean & check for $65

460784
GREEN
CABBAGE

CANTALOUPE 57TH

ANNIVERSARY 

SALE!ANNIVERSARY 

SALE!

TUESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 10TH,

11 AM TO 2 PM
HOT DOG & POP

FOR ONLY

57¢

57 $10 GIFT CARDS TO BE GIVEN AWAY AT 
EACH STORE. REGISTER ALL WEEK LONG! 

DRAWING TO BE HELD WEDNESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 11.

8 oz
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157 CUPCAKES 
To Be Given Away FREE Saturday, 

In All Bakery Departments Beginning 
At 11am. While Supplies Last!

US Gov’t Insp
ASSORTED

PORK 
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Two Each: 
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2Day 
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SEE PAGE 2 FOR MORE DETAILS
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2/$7
Best Choice

SODA
Select Varieties

12 pk/12 oz cans

2/$7
Best Choice

SODA
Select Varieties

12 pk/12 oz cans

Prices Effective: Wednesday, September 4 thru Tuesday, September 10, 2024

5.70

US Grade A
CHICKEN

LEG
QUARTERS

10 lb bag

8.57 lb

USDA Choice
BEEF

T-BONE
STEAKS

4.99

HALOS
CLEMENTINES

3 lb bag

5.57

Fresh
FRIED

CHICKEN
5 Legs & 5 Thighs 2/$5

Kellogg’s
POPTARTS OR 
RICE KRISPIES 

TREATS
Select Varieties

8 ct

2/$3
HEAD

LETTUCE

BUY 5 SAVE $5
MIX & MATCH SALE!

SAVE $5 WHEN YOU BUY ANY 5 QUALIFYING ITEMS

Post
CEREAL
Select Varieties
11-16.6 oz

$2.99 Sale Price
-1.00 When You Buy 5

199
Final Price

General Mills
CEREAL
Select Varieties
12-16.8 oz

$3.99 Sale Price
-1.00 When You Buy 5

299
Final Price

Nature Valley, 
Fiber One or
General Mills
CEREAL BARS
Select Varieties
4-8 ct

$2.99 Sale Price
-1.00 When You Buy 5

199
Final Price

Classico
PASTA SAUCE
Select Varieties
15-24 oz

$2.49 Sale Price
-1.00 When You Buy 5

149
Final Price

 Kool-Aid, 
Country Time 
or Tang
DRINK MIX
Select Varieties
6-8 qt

$3.79 Sale Price
-1.00 When You Buy 5

279
Final Price

Hellmann’s
MAYONNAISE
Select Varieties
30 oz

$6.49 Sale Price
-1.00 When You Buy 5

549
Final Price

2
Day 
Sale
SEPTEMBER 

5 - 6
2024

2.57

Bakery Fresh
ICED

BROWNIES
Variety 8x8

5.99

Sure Soft 
WATER

SOFTENER 
PELLETS

40 lb

SullivansFoods_090424_PAGE 2

7.99

Folgers
CLASSIC
COFFEE

Select Varieties
22.6-29.5 oz

www.sullivansfoods.net Sullivan’s Foods | 103 W North Ave, Stockton | 815.947.3318 
Sullivan’s Foods | 201 Dodds Dr, Lena | 815.369.2311

Sullivan’s Foods | 703 N Elida St, Winnebago | 815.335.1501
OPEN 6AM TO 9PM  7 DAYS A WEEK

Scan QR Code
to view entire ad

DELI FISH FRY  
EVERY FRIDAY

COD, CATFISH 
BITES, AND 

MORE!
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Deli Fresh
WHOLE
ROTISSERIE
CHICKEN 

6.99

Fresh 
ASPARAGUS

1.49 lb

See Pages 2 & 3 For More Info

Sullivan’s Signature
GOURMET
COOKIES
Select Varieties
12 ct

3.99

Wishbone 
or Western
SALAD 
DRESSING
Select Varieties
15 Oz.

2/$4

Jack’s
12 INCH
PIZZA
Select Varieties
13.8-16.1 oz

4/$10
Campbells
TOMATO OR 
CHICKEN 
NOODLE SOUP
10.75 Oz.

4/$5

Minute Maid
ORANGE JUICE
Select Varieties
59 Oz.

2/$5

LEAP YEARLEAP YEAR

THURSDAY FEB. 29th
THURSDAY FEB. 29th

Lenten  Seafood  & Meal SpecialsLenten  Seafood  & Meal Specials

US Govt Insp
WHOLE
BONELESS
PORK LOIN

1.88 lb
Sliced 

For
Free

Prices Effective: Wednesday, February 28 thru Tuesday, March 5, 2024
ALL ITEMS WHILE SUPPLIES LAST I NO RAIN CHECKS I NO RETURNS I NO EXCHANGES

2/$5
BLUEBERRIES
pint

US Govt Insp 
BONE-IN PORK 
LOIN HALF
Cut into Chops

1.89 lb

US Govt Insp
BONE-IN PORK 
LOIN RIB HALF
Cut into Chops

1.69 lb

460578

Libertarian candidate Scott 
Schluter and Green Party can-
didate Jill Stein were both or-
dered removed due to lack of 
signatures. 

The challenges to Ken-
nedy’s candidacy stemmed 
largely on the argument that 
he falsified his address, among 
other challenges to signatures 
and nominating petitions. But 
a hearing officer recommend-
ed he be kept on the ballot and 
the board agreed. 

Kennedy’s lawyer didn’t 

comment when asked about 
the candidate’s future in the 
race. 

“Is your client dropping 
out?” Watson asked. 

“That’s beyond my pay 
grade. I’m sorry, I don’t 
know,” Kennedy’s attorney 
Andrew Finko replied. “I’m 
here for the electoral board 
and that’s it.”

Hours later, Kennedy said 
he’s not terminating his cam-
paign but is taking his name 
off the ballot in swing states 

as to not play “spoiler.” He’s 
endorsing former President 
Donald Trump over Vice 
President Kamala Harris. 

The Illinois State Board of 
Elections confirmed Aug. 23 
that Kennedy’s name would 
appear on the ballot and he 
had not filed to withdraw as of 
Aug. 23. 

 
Bost elections case 
denied

A federal appeals court this 
week rejected a lawsuit from 
U.S. Rep. Mike Bost, R-Mur-
physboro, that argued Illinois’ 
policy of accepting mail-in 
ballots for two weeks after 

election day violates federal 
law. 

In its 2-1 decision, the 7th 
Circuit Court of Appeals pan-
el agreed with a circuit court 
that Bost and other plaintiffs 
in the case lacked standing, 
because they didn’t have ev-
idence that they were tangibly 
harmed by the law. 

Illinois allows mail-in bal-
lots to be counted up to 14 
days after Election Day, as 
long as they are postmarked 
by Election Day. Bost and 
other plaintiffs argued their 
votes would be diluted, and 
that candidates would have to 
spend more money, in part by 

maintaining campaign offices 
for longer periods. 

Writing for the majority, 
Judge John Lee said Bost’s 
claims failed to show voters 
were harmed by ballots being 
counted after Election Day. 

“Even if we were to ac-
cept Plaintiffs’ premise that 
inclusion of these ballots 
would cause vote dilution, 
their votes would be diluted 
in the same way that every 
other vote cast in Illinois pri-
or to Election Day would be 
diluted,” Lee wrote. “Thus, 
to the extent Plaintiffs would 
suffer any injury, it would be 
in a generalized manner and 

not “personal and individual” 
to Plaintiffs, as the Supreme 
Court requires.” 

U.S. District Judge John 
Kness dismissed the case last 
year. Bost appealed, and that 
appeal was heard nine days 
after the 2024 primary he nar-
rowly won over challenger 
and former state Sen. Darren 
Bailey, R-Xenia.  

Judge Michael Scudder Jr. 
agreed the votes would not 
be unfairly diluted, but he 
disagreed with the other two 
judges on Bost’s standing in 
the suit. Rather, Scudder clas-
sified Bost as an “active stake-
holder.” 

•	Ballot		 (Continued from page 15)

LocaL news on-Line
rvpnews.

com
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