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Panthers bounce back against Orangeville, Forreston
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 After a disappointing per-
formance at this year’s Mt. 
Pulaski Tournament, the Le-
na-Winslow Panthers bounced 
back with a pair of NUIC 
victories.  Le-Win went just 
1-3 at this year’s tournament.  
They had to wait a few days 
before getting back in action, 
but they traveled to take on the 
Orangeville Broncos on Sept. 
24.  It was an exciting match-
up on paper with the Broncos 

and Panthers both getting off 
to excellent starts this season.  
Prior to the game, Orangeville 
held an overall record of 10-5, 
while Le-Win was 9-5.  

 When it came down to 
game time, it was all Le-Win.  
Rachael Setterstrom and Eden 
Dietz had a tremendous per-
formance as they combined for 
21 kills on the night.  Dietz led 
the team with 11, while Set-
terstrom was right behind her 
with 10.  The duo let it fly early 
and often as they combined for 

36 attempted kills in two sets 
played. Orangeville couldn’t 
keep pace.  The Panthers took 
the first set by a score of 25-15.  
The Broncos came only slight-
ly closer in the second set, with 
Le-Win winning 25-18.  

 There was no lack of effort 
defensively for the Panthers ei-
ther.  Lila Grindey led the team 
with 10 digs.  Setterstrom was 
right behind her with nine, just 
missing a double-double per-
formance.  Mia Diffenderfer 
added seven digs in the victo-

ry. 
 Two days later, the Panthers 

returned home to play host to 
the Forreston Cardinals.  For-
reston came into the match 
riding a two-game skid which 
dropped their overall record 
to 7-10.  Le-Win didn’t skip a 
beat, as their momentum rolled 
right into the Forreston match.  
The Panthers dominated their 

way to another 2-0 sweep, 
winning by scores of 25-16 
and 25-14.  

 It was another active night 
for Setterstrom, who posted 
nine kills, nine digs, and a 
block.  Dietz finished the day 
with five kills, while Diffend-
erfer had four.  Maddy Chiles 
was productive from the serve 
line as she racked up five aces.  

Alyssa Daughenbaugh added 
seven digs in the victory. 

 With the win, the Panthers 
improved to 11-5 on the sea-
son.  They had a late addition 
to the schedule as they will 
now be playing host to Oregon 
on Wednesday, Oct. 2.  The 
Panthers return home to face 
off against Dakota the very 
next day.
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Art students in action
 Pearl City art students hosted Stockton art students for the annual raku firing 
on Friday, Sept. 27. Raku firing is an ancient Japanese ceramics technique that 
has been used for many centuries to create a unique finish to pieces. About 100 

pieces were fired during the morning. Students helped with loading and unloading 
the kilns and placing the pieces in the reduction buckets. This process produces 
some beautiful metallic effects on the pottery.
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REMAIN COMPLETELY ANONYMOUS

“Get Involved, Without Getting Involved”
Stephenson County Crime Stop, Inc. est. 1981

Crime Stop Works!
IN STEPHENSON COUNTY

call 815-235-7867 (STOP)

download our app
www.sccrimestop.com @sccrimestop
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CASH
FOR CANS
MARKET

PRICE
Crushed or Uncrushed

Prices subject to change

WE BUY:
• Iron • Copper • Brass
• Radiators • Aluminum
• Rebuildable Car Parts

Northwest
Metals

Formerly Crossroads Metals

MONDAYS AND
THURSDAYS

3 to 5
SATURDAYS 9 to 12

4906 N. Crossroads Rd., Lena
2 miles W. of Rt. 73 on Rt. 20;

then 1 mile North

CALL 815-369-4731

392684

Oak Leaf 
Plumbing

815-541-5262 www.oakleafhomecompany.com

459233

Your preferred 
full service 

Plumber call 
us to make an 
appointment 

today.

FREE Admission, Public Welcome

8TH ANNUAL OREGON, IL
– EDUCATIONAL –

Pre-Historic American 
Artifact Show

Sunday, August 21st, 2016 • 8am-3pm
Blackhawk Center, 1101 Jefferson St., Oregon

• See thousands of authentic prehistoric 
Indian artifacts, many from this area

• Bring your artifact finds for FREE expert 
identification.
Sponsored by the Illinois State 

Archaeological Society
      Questions? Call Joel Bowling at 815-332-4001
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• See thousands of authentic prehistoric Indian artifacts, many from this area!
• Bring your artifact finds for FREE expert identification!

Sponsored by the Illinois State Archaeological Society

461400

24th AnnuAl Yorkville, il

Sunday, October 6, 2024 • 8am-2pm
American Legion Hall, Route 34, Yorkville, IL

FREE Admission, Public Welcome

8TH ANNUAL OREGON, IL
– EDUCATIONAL –

Pre-Historic American 
Artifact Show

Sunday, August 21st, 2016 • 8am-3pm
Blackhawk Center, 1101 Jefferson St., Oregon

• See thousands of authentic prehistoric 
Indian artifacts, many from this area

• Bring your artifact finds for FREE expert 
identification.
Sponsored by the Illinois State 

Archaeological Society
      Questions? Call Joel Bowling at 815-332-4001
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Questions? Call Tristen Arnold at 779-279-4120

Native americaN
artifact Show

Obituaries
Harold GallaGHer

 Harold J. Gallagher, 96, 
of Apple River passed away 
on Friday, Sept. 20, 2024, at 
Liberty Village, Freeport, with 
family by his side. He was 
born Dec. 20, 1927, in War-
ren Township to William and 
Mary (Bourquin) Gallagher.

 Harold married Ilene M. 
Dittmar on Jan. 15, 1949, at 
The Little Brown Church in 
Nashua, Iowa. She proceed-
ed him in death on March 14, 
1986. He was a member of 
the First Presbyterian Church 
where he had served as an el-

der and trust-
ee. 

H a r o l d 
worked at 
various jobs 
during his 
lifetime in-
cluding Illi-
nois Central 
R a i l r o a d , 

Atwood Manufacturing while 
also farming, and IL State 
Highway Dept. at Stockton 
for 21 years before retiring 
in 1991. He enjoyed visiting 
with family and friends, play-
ing euchre, mowing, painting, 

going to auctions, dancing at 
Hideaway Acres and spending 
time at the Casinos with his 
companion of 33 years, Win-
nifred Luke, who passed May 
13, 2024.

 He is survived by his sons: 
Mark (Mary) Gallagher, Rock 
City, Greg (Joanne) Gallagher, 
Apple River, and his daugh-
ter Marcia (Ken) Thompson, 
Freeport; six grandchildren: 
Chris (Larissa) Gallagher, 
Jeremy Gallagher, Shaun 
(Anne) Gallagher, Erin (Gary) 
Conaway, Derek (Angel)
Thompson, Ashley (Sam) 

Jorgenson, and eleven great 
grandchildren. He was pro-
ceeded in death by his wife, 
four brothers: Francis, La-
verne, Leo, and Orville, and 
one sister Alberta.  

 Private family service will 
be held. Burial will take place 
at Elmwood Cemetery in 
Warren. A memorial fund has 
been established in his name. 
Special thanks to the staff at 
the memory unit at Liberty 
Village for their care and com-
passion during his stay.  Con-
dolences may be sent to the 
family at www.leamonfh.com.

Terry BonneT
 Terry L. Bonnet, 79, passed 

away at home surrounded by 
his family on Friday, Sept. 
27, 2024.  He was born on 
Jan. 28, 1945, in Freeport, IL 
to William and Lois (Graves) 
Bonnet.  On Feb. 19, 1966, 
Terry married Diane Gille at 
St. Anne’s Catholic Church in 
Warren, IL.   He served in the 
United States Army for three 
years, and then later worked 
at Kelly Springfield for 36 
years.   Terry enjoyed cruises 
as well as traveling to Texas 
and Florida. He also enjoyed 
camping and gambling. Terry 
loved his family, grandchil-
dren, and great grandchild 
deeply.  

 Terry is survived by his 
wife Diane of Lena; son- Tony 
(Cassie) Bonnet of Rockton, 
IL; daughter-in-law Kristy 
K. Bonnet of Yorkville, IL; 
grandchildren- Tyler (Phoe-
be) Bonnet, Haley (Collin) 
Wegener, Taylor (Thomas) 
Bible, and Jacob Fischer; 
great grandson- Thomas Bi-
ble IV; brother Dennis (Joyce) 

Bonnet; sis-
ter Barbara 
( M i c h a e l ) 
D a u g h e n -
baugh; and 
n u m e r o u s 
nieces and 
n e p h e w s .  
He is preced-
ed in death 

by his parents, son Scott, and 
brother Steve Bonnet. 

 A visitation will take place 
on Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024, 
from 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. at 
St. Josephs Catholic Church 
in Lena.   A Funeral Service 
will take place at 11 a.m. on 
Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024,  at 
St. Josephs Catholic Church 
Lena, IL.  Father Andrew Her-
nandez will be officiating the 
service. Cremation rites have 
been accorded.  Interment will 
take place at St. Josephs Cath-
olic Cemetery.  A luncheon 
will follow at St. Josephs 
Catholic Church.  A memori-
al has been established in his 
memory. Condolences may be 
sent to the family at www.lea-
monfh.com.

Verna STamm
 Verna Louise Stamm, 85 

passed away peacefully on 
Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024, 
with her family by her side 
at the SSM Monroe Hospice 
Home in Monroe, WI. Verna 
was born on March 7, 1939, 
to Vern and Edith (Lutter) 
Stich in Chicago, IL. She was 
raised in Waddams Grove, 
IL. Verna nannied after high 
school in Highland Park, IL 
for a few years. She then went 
on to work at Stich Sand and 
Gravel where she met Ger-
ald. On April 12, 1963, she 
and Gerald got married at 
the Lena United Methodist 
Church. Together Gerald and 
she started farming in1967 in 
rural McConnell, IL.   

 Attending her grandchil-
dren’s sporting events and ac-
tivities were just a few things 
Verna enjoyed doing. You 
could find her in the kitchen 
cooking, canning and baking 
pies, cookies or during Hal-
loween making popcorn balls. 
If you knew Verna, you knew 
she loved Christmas and her 
Christmas village she set up 
(by the help of her grand-
children). She was involved 
with Home Extension and the 
Mock Orange Club. Verna 
enjoyed playing cards, specif-
ically euchre. She would take 
yearly trips in the fall to Gays 
Mills, WI to visit the orchards 
and get apples. Most of all she 
loved spending time with her 
family and friends. 

 She is survived by her three 
children- Lisa (Neal) Boeke 
of Juda, WI, David Stamm of 
McConnell, IL  and Lori (Bri-
an) Rote of McConnell, IL ; 
seven grandchildren- Amber 
(Kyle) Tews of Orfordville, 

WI, Andy 
( H i l l a r y ) 
Boeke of 
Juda, WI, 
H e a t h e r 
(Jim) Reilly 
of Brodhead, 
WI,  Austin 
(Alli) Stamm 
of Oran-

geville, IL Carley (Brayden 
McDonald)  Rote of Oran-
geville, IL  Crystal ( Mitchel) 
Stites of Rock City, IL, and 
Carson Rote of McConnell, 
IL; nine great grandchildren-  
Vera, Dorthy, and Liza Tews, 
Braxton, Kinzley, Barrett and 
Shay Boeke, William Reilly 
and River McDonald and two 
on the way; brothers-in-law- 
Larry (Peggy) Stamm of Free-
port, IL, Ron (Pat) Stamm of 
Kent, IL, and Marlen Stamm 
of Winslow, IL; sister-in-law- 
Marlene Stamm of Aurora, 
CO; many nieces and neph-
ews and Special friends Tom 
& Ellen Rice. 

 She is preceded in death 
by her parents, husband Ger-
ald “Jerry” in 2021and sis-
ter-in-law Joanne Seffrood. 
Visitation was held Thursday, 
Sept. 26, 2024, at the Leamon 
Funeral Home in Lena, IL. A 
Funeral Service took place on 
Friday, Sept. 27, 2024, at the 
Orangeville United Method-
ist Church in Orangeville, IL. 
Ernie Stabenow will be offi-
ciated the service. Interment 
took place at Cedarville Cem-
etery.

A memorial has been es-
tablished in her name. The 
family would like to extend a 
thank you to the SSM Monroe 
Hospice and a special care-
giver Tonya for her excellent 
care and compassion.

Forage Council sets 
Hay Auction dates
 The Northwestern Illinois Forage and Grassland 

Council has announced dates for their upcoming hay 
and straw auctions to be held in Orangeville, IL.  The 
Council has sponsored these auctions for over 27 years.

 The first auction will be held on Saturday, Oct. 12, 
2024, at 11 a.m. at the Orangeville Boco on the corner 
of Route 26 and High Street.  Subsequent auctions will 
be held the second and fourth Saturday of each month 
continuing through April 2025.

 As in past years, a 7% commission will be charged 
to non-members of the Northwestern Illinois Forage 
& Grassland Council, members will be charged a 6% 
commission.  There is no pre-consignment and no 
consignment fee.  Quality tested hay with accompanying 
printed analysis is encouraged.  Scale tickets are also 
encouraged so the hay can be sold by the ton. Weighing 
will be available on-site for individual bales.  A skid 
loader will be available to unload bales for $.50 per bale 
and reload bales for $.50 per bale.

 Drop off and unloading of hay and straw lots on 
Friday is by appointment only.  Call Phil Barker at 825-
821-2544.  Drop off and unloading Saturday of the sale 
is from 9 a.m. to 10:30 am. Questions about the auction 
can be directed to Phil Barker at 815-821-2544 or Don 
Brown at 815-238-8372.

393040
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POP-UP-SHOP 

Friday — Sunday
October 11 — 13

9 a.m. — 3 p.m.

1053 N. Scout Camp Rd • Stockton

Vintage • Home Decor
Re-purposed • Antiques

Facebook @ Gathered Goods Vintage Shop
Instagram @ gatheredgoodsvintageshop

459630
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CARD SHOWER FOR
Dorothy Johnson

98 Years Young 
on October 10

Send cards to:
    205 E. High St.
    Stockton, IL 61085
Feel free to stop by for cake 

and ice cream from 1 - 3
on Thursday, Oct. 10

462251

Lena American Legion
 The Lena American Le-

gion Auxiliary will once 
again be putting up a window 
display of area veterans and 
currently serving military 
during the month of Novem-
ber.  Pictures need to be sub-
mitted by Oct. 20 and can be 
sent to PO Box 21, Lena, IL  
61048 or dropped off at the 
Lena American Legion Home 
on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 
11 a.m.   Pictures will not be 
returned.  

Stockton 
Community Choir

 The Stockton Communi-
ty Choir will begin rehears-
als for the annual Christmas 
Cantata.  This year’s Cantata, 
“This is Christmas”, will be 
performed on Sunday Dec. 8 
at Calvary Church of Stock-
ton at 6 p.m. under the direc-
tion of Lana Crandall.  Every-
one who loves to sing is asked 
to come and participate in the 
annual Community Choir. 

Rehearsals will begin Thurs-
day, Oct. 10 at 7:30 p.m.  

McConnell American 
Legion Auxiliary 

 The McConnell American 
Legion Auxiliary is prepar-
ing for the 5th annual troop 
care package project and is 
seeking addresses of active 
military personnel stateside 
or deployed. These addresses 
can be emailed to mcconnel-
lauxiliary@gmail.com or call 
Pat at 815-266-1165 or Terri 
at 815-541-6792. Addresses 
must be received no later than 
Nov. 8, 2024.  All addresses 
are kept confidential.

Current needs for the 
Stephenson County VA 
Pantry

 Items needed include di-
apers size 5 months, cloth-
ing size 12-18 months, baby 
bottles, and any kind of 
baby food. Donations can be 
brought to the Lena American 
Legion Home on Saturdays 

from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. at 316 
W. Main St., Lena.  Donations 
are greatly appreciated.  This 
list is immediate needs; how-
ever other items will always 
be accepted. Please call 815-
369-4684 with any questions. 

The McConnell American 
Legion Auxiliary

 The 5th annual troop care 
package drop-off and bake 
sale will be held on Oct. 26, 
2024, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at 
the McConnell Legion. Please 
note the change of date. Items 
for the troop care package 
and donations of baked goods 
would be greatly appreciated. 
Please contact Terri 815-541-
6792 or Patty 815-266-1165 
with any questions. 

SSM Health hosting 
Diaper Drive to benefit 
local families

SSM Health is collecting 
new and unopened diaper 
packs or diaper sleeves from 
large boxes to benefit fami-

lies in Green and Stephenson 
Counties.  All brands of dia-
pers are accepted, with the 
most-needed sizes being siz-
es 3-6. Collected diapers will 
benefit Care Net Pregnancy 
Center in Monroe and Ma-
donna Center in Freeport.

 Diapers can be dropped off 
at SSM Health Monroe Hos-
pital or at any SSM Health 
Monroe Clinic Medical 
Group location between now 
and Oct. 11.

Lena American 
Legion Auxiliary 

 The October meeting of the 
American Legion Auxiliary 
will meet on Wednesday, Oct. 
9 at the Lena American Le-
gion Home at 6 p.m. for pot-
luck dinner with the meeting 
to follow.  District President 
Jerri Akins will be attending 
and the.   Tray favors will be 
made for the hospitalized vet-
erans and dues will be collect-
ed.  New members are always 
welcome.

A Rockford man has been 
sentenced to over seven years 
in federal prison for conspir-
ing to commit robberies of 
electronic stores.

Katrail Bridges, 32, was 
convicted after a four-day 
jury trial in March of conspir-
acy to commit robbery. U.S. 
District Judge Iain D. John-
ston on Sept. 19 sentenced 
Bridges to 87 months in fed-
eral prison.

Bridges joined the conspir-
acy and agreed to participate 

in the robberies of electronic 
stores at two locations: a Best 
Buy store in DeKalb on Dec. 
2, 2016, and a Simply Mac 
store in Cherry Valley on 
Dec. 16, 2016. 

During these robberies, the 
members of the group used 
pepper-spray against employ-
ees to gain compliance and 
to escape with merchandise. 
The group stole over $22,000 
worth of merchandise during 
these two robberies.

Eight other alleged con-

spirators were charged as part 
of the federal investigation. 

The sentence was an-
nounced by Morris Pasqual, 
acting United States Attorney 
for the Northern District of Il-
linois, and Douglas S. DePo-
desta, special agent-in-charge 
of the Chicago Field Division 
of the FBI.

The Winnebago County 
Sheriff’s Office, Cherry Val-
ley Police Department, and 
DeKalb Police Department 
assisted in the investigation.

Federal judge sentences 
man to 10 years in prison 
for illegally possessing 
firearm in Rockford

A federal judge has sen-
tenced a Rockford man to 
10 years in federal prison for 
illegally possessing a firearm 
in Rockford.

Lawndale Pelts, 36, was 
found guilty of the firearm 
offense in May following a 
jury trial in federal court in 
Rockford. U.S. District Judge 
Iain D. Johnston imposed the 
sentence on Sept. 20.

According to evidence 
presented at trial, on July 6, 
2021, multiple people began 
shooting at each other in a 
residential neighborhood on 
41st Avenue in Rockford. 
Home security footage de-
picted Pelts in possession of 
a firearm as he fled the shoot-
ing. Pelts threw his gun in 
a residential yard and later, 

News briefs

Rockford man sentenced to more than seven 
years in prison for his role in retail store robberies

while at the hospital, lied to 
police about what happened. 
As a previously convicted 
felon, Pelts was prohibited 
by federal law from possess-
ing firearms.

The sentence was an-
nounced by Morris Pasqual, 
acting United States attorney 
for the Northern District of 
Illinois; Christopher Amon, 
special agent-in-charge of 
the Chicago Field Division 
of the U.S. Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco, Firearms & 
Explosives; and Carla Redd, 
chief of the Rockford Police 
Department.

The Beloit, Wis. Police 
Department assisted in the 

investigation. The govern-
ment was represented by As-
sistant U.S. Attorneys Jessica 
Maveus and Cassandra Mai-
er.

Holding illegal firearm 
possessors accountable 
through federal prosecution is 
a centerpiece of Project Safe 
Neighborhoods (PSN)—the 
Department of Justice’s vio-
lent crime reduction strategy.

In the Northern District of 
Illinois, the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office and law enforcement 
partners have deployed the 
PSN program to attack a 
broad range of violent crime 
issues facing the district, par-
ticularly firearm offenses.

SOS+ presents October program
The Seniors of Stockton and 

Surrounding Areas (SOS+) 
are invited to enjoy the mov-
ie “Sweet Dreams” about the 
life of country legend, Patsy 
Cline, on Thursday, Oct. 10, 
2024.  The program will begin 
at 2 p.m. in Calvary Church of 
Stockton’s Fellowship Hall.  

Patsy Cline was an Amer-
ican country music icon. She 
began singing with gospel 
and country bands as a teen-
ager in Virginia and achieved 
her breakthrough with the hit 
song “Walkin’ after Midnight” 
in 1957.  Three years later she 
became a regular perform-

er on Nashville’s Grand Ole 
Opry radio broadcasts.

 There will be a free will 
offering which helps in pro-
viding interesting and fun 
programs throughout the 
year.  Refreshments made and 
shared by the seniors will fol-
low the movie.

Freeport Police shots 
fired incident

 On Sept. 25, 2024, at 1:30 p.m., Officers of the Freeport 
Police Department responded to the 900 Block of S. Carroll 
Avenue in reference to a shots fired incident. When Officers 
arrived on scene, two victims were located who had been 
struck by gun fire. Officers then learned of a third victim 
who had been transported to FHN Hospital by a vehicle. 
One male victim age 53 sustained a minor graze wound and 
was released from FHN. The second victim male age 47 
sustained a wound to his arm and is being treated at FHN 
Hospital. The third victim male age 50 sustained a gunshot 
wound and is stable; however, he is being transported to a 
Rockford Area hospital for further treatment.

 During the course of the investigation, Officers learned 
the victims were in front of a residence on Carroll Avenue 
when a black male suspect began firing shots from behind 
a house. The suspect fled the area prior to Officers arrival. 
Officers learned there had been an argument between some 
of the individuals at the residence and the suspect prior to 
the shooting. 

 At this time, it is believed this incident was not a random 
act of violence and this is a fluid and active investigation. 
The Freeport Police Department is asking that anyone who 
may have information about this incident to contact either 
the Freeport Police Department at 815-235- 8222, Stateline 
Area Crime Stoppers at 866-TIPSNOW, or through texting 
at Tip411.



Page 4        THE SCOOP TODAY / SHOPPER’S GUIDE        Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2024

423968
The Scoop and Shopper’s Guide

FREELANCE REPORTERS
AND PHOTOGRAPHERS

NEEDED
Rock Valley Publishing is seeking freelance 
reporters and photographers to produce 
local news and photos for your hometown 
newspaper. Weekly stories and photos 
needed for Jo Daviess and Stephenson 
Counties. Writing and reporting experience 
a plus. Work from home as an independent 
contractor with no in-office requirement.

PLEASE EMAIL RESUME TO:
scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com

MOWERY AUTO PARTS

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks

392194

Lena Farmer’s Market
Every Saturday from 

May 4 - Nov. 9
9 a.m. - noon

Lena Parking Lot
Downtown on Main St.

Excludes Saturdays during 
Lena Fall Fest and Taste of Lena

455396

BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!
10% MORE for 

jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mint Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Coins 
Flatware • Diamonds • Sterling
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M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

OpiniOn

Our second trip out west this summer
My wife and I were able 

to make a second trip out 
west this summer. The first 
time it was just her and me 
and we drove all the way to 
Oregon and Washington by 
way of the interstate highway 
system. Our second trip was 
by way of Southwest Airlines 
and a flight from Chicago to 
Denver where we rented a car 
and drove into the mountains 
with some of our family. We 
were very blessed to travel 
on this second trip with our 
daughter, her husband and 
their five kids. It was the 

kid’s first time flying and 
everything about the trip was 
very exciting for all of us. 
We loved seeing the look in 
the kid’s eyes when we rolled 
into O’Hare Field and they 
saw the huge jet airplanes 
taking off and landing. The 

look in their eyes when we 
took off and ascended above 
the fields and into the clouds 
was just priceless. It was also 
just amazing to drive and 
hike up in the mountains with 
the kids as they saw these 
majestic sights for the first 
time.

Our first night was spent 
in Estes Park at the gateway 
to Rocky Mountain National 
Park. We walked around the 
town that night and watched 
the big elk strolling around 
the grassy areas or lying 
with their calves in the city 

parks. The next morning, 
we were up early and off 
into the mountains. As we 
climbed higher and higher 
the air got thinner and thinner 
and some of us started to 
feel light-headed and weak. 
We decided to stop and take 
a couple mile hike, and the 
sights were just magnificent. 
There is something rather 
breath-taking about gazing 
over the tops of the Rockies 
and knowing that our great 
God’s fingerprints are all 

Thoughts on love
We all want to be loved. I 

think that’s a universal state-
ment - and there aren’t too 
many of them anymore. But 
I think it’s safe to say we all 
seek love. 

When I lost the love of my 
life, I lost a huge chunk of 
love. Of course it isn’t gone, 
because love never dies; but 
it often feels gone—in many 
worldly ways—for now.

I live it on a daily basis.
So, I guess it’s pretty log-

ical that I spend a lot of time 
contemplating love. What it 
is. How to define it. What it 
means. Why it’s important. 
Why we seek it. Why it fuels 
us. Why it makes us feel good. 
And so on.

In this, I’ve come to a real-
ization.

We all want to be loved. It 
starts on day one (and maybe 
even before) of our experience 
as humans. Tiny babies cry 
out, literally asking for love 
(and milk and a diaper change, 
but I digress). 

Babies need to have their 
physical needs met, but they 
need love as well. It’s a re-
quirement just as critical as a 
clean diaper or full bottle of 
milk, because if babies don’t 
receive love consistently, they 
may struggle with intimacy, 
trust and the ability to love 
others for the remainder of 
their life. (This is a condition 
called attachment disorder).

Imagine the ramifications. 
Not being loved leads to an 
inability to express love. I’m 
not sure there’s been a sadder 
sentence ever written.

Craving to be loved, indeed, 
is a universal truth. But I think 
there is something beyond 
being loved that is even more 
universal: We want to give 
love. We want to love. 

Can anybody find me some-
body to love? Freddie Mercu-
ry had a point. 

Being loved is nice. But it 
is a passive state of being. It 
requires nothing from you and 
you can’t control its ebbs and 
flows because you are on the 
receiving end.

Someone can love you with-
out you ever even knowing 
it. Think of all the rom-coms 
that have been based on this 

premise! In that, you are a 
passive bystander to love, and 
life is not meant to be lived in 
bystander mode. At least not 
if it is going to be the best life 
- and who among us doesn’t 
want that?

Being loved is passive. Lov-
ing someone—or something—
on the other hand, is the the 
opposite of passive. And in 
that it activates mega-neutrons 
of positivity within our beings. 
Simply put, love makes us feel 
good, in more ways than one. 

The active state of loving 
another being produces dopa-
mine, which is associated with 
increased happiness, pleasure, 
positivity and well-being. 
The physical touch often 
associated with love releases 
oxytocin, which lowers stress. 
In addition, love helps to boost 
immunity and tends to im-
prove sleep patterns. Overall, 
it increases life expectancy 
and is good for heart health, 
which might help to explain 
the plethora of hearts on Val-
entine’s Day. 

Being loved is wonderful. 
Loving, especially in the recip-
rocal sense, is beyond wonder-
ful. It is what life is all about. 
Quite simply. Quite literally. 
Quite understandably. Quite 
magnificently. 

It’s hard to wrap your head 
around it. But I think maybe 
the Beatles alluded to the 
thought when they sang: All 
you need is love.

Of course coffee, wine 
and chocolate probably also 
belong on that list, but love 
is key. 

And it doesn’t have to be 
romantic love, or even person 
to person love. Giving love is 
remarkably flexible. Ask any 
pet owner if the love they have 
for their four-legged friend 
is real. You already know the 
answer. 

By
Jill
Pertler
Columnist

Slices of life

By
Scott
cernek 
Columnist

Weekly connection

See love, Page 11

See triP, Page 11
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“Like” us on

Facebook

at MHRL

Boone County Fairgrounds
Rt. 76 & Bus. Rt. 20

Belvidere, IL

SATURDAY, 
OCT. 12

9 am - 5 pm

SUNDAY, 
OCT. 13

9 am - 4 pm

Sponsored by Volunteers of The Mental Health Resource League for McHenry County

FREE PARKING
Admission $10 (Ages 12+)

100% of the Net Proceeds 
Benefit Mental Health!

Over 250 Crafters & Artists
Quality Handcrafted Items

Bake Sale, Elegant Farmer Pies
Food Concession

falldiddley.com

460998

 36th Annual

 Over 250 Crafters & Artists
 Quality Handcrafted Items

 Bake Sale, Elegant Farmer Pies
 Food Concession

 FALL   DIDDLEY
 ®

39th Annual

Red Knight pub

111 E. Front St. • Stockton, IL  61085 • 815-947-2591

Sat., Oct. 5 • 11 a.m. tO clOSe

Fall Bash

462042

* DrawingS * PrizeS * a gOOD time *

www.edwardjones.com

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor

640 W. South St, #4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

F
D

I-
18

6
7H

-A

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor
.

640 W South St 4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

Member SIPC

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 09/24/24. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-
issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per 
depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please 
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to 
availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest 
rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can 
lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal 
may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution 
of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are 
issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the 
Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

1-year

3.95%
APY*

3-year

3.45%
APY*

5-year

3.45%
APY*

462132

Around the Northern Hills
 We all know how 

important that agriculture is 
to our county.  But did you 
know some of the statistics 
that go to support that?  
According to the Census 
of Agriculture, Jo Daviess 
County has 935 farms with 
an average farm size of 291 
acres.  Some of the statistics 
that stand out that help make 
Jo Daviess County unique are 
listed below. 

 Jo Daviess County ranks 
first in the state for production 
of forages, second for 
production of oats, fourth 
in the numbers of acres of 
corn for silage, second in the 
total number of cattle and 
calves, eleventh in the total 
number of sheep and lambs, 
and sixteenth in the number 
of horses and ponies. We 
all think of the cattle in the 
county, but did you find some 
surprising numbers listed?  
We must remember that there 
are a lot of things going on 
that we don’t always think 
about.  

Combine care packages
 The Young Leaders 

committee wanted to give 
all of you a treat during 
harvest this year.  At their 
last meeting they put together 
“combine care packages” 
filled with some goodies that 
you can keep with you in the 
combine or your truck during 
harvest. 

 We know that everyone 
will be putting in some long 
days during the coming weeks 
and wanted to make sure you 
had a few snacks to keep you 
going.  The best part is it all 
comes in a five-gallon bucket!  

Who doesn’t need another 
one of those (thanks to Ace 
Hardware in Stockton for 
donating the buckets)!  There 
are a limited number of these, 
but if you are interested, stop 
in at the office and pick yours 
up before they are gone.

Members discounts
 Don’t forget to take 

advantage of the member 
discounts from local 
businesses.  Show your 
membership card at the 
business to claim your 
discount.  For a full listing 
of local benefits, visit our 
website at jodaviesscfb.com.  
Go to membership, then local 
discounts.

Family Farm Signs
 As the seasons are 

changing, we all start thinking 
of the fall weather coming 
soon.  There’s still time to 
do some work around the 
farm and spruce things up a 
bit.    Why not add a “This is 
a Family Farm” sign to your 
landscape?  The signs are 
17.5” X 23” and cost $30.  
Stop by our office and pick 
one up.

Farm Fun Fact 
 October is National Pizza 

Month.  One of my family’s 
favorite things to do together 
is make homemade pizza!

By
Annette
eggerS 
Jo Daviess 
County Farm 
Bureau

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Little Blackhawks 
 Pictured are Stockton elementary’s Little Blackhawks for the week. these students are recognized for 
following the Blackhawk Way.  Keep up the good work!

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

 Brian and Joyce Ostberg will visit the Stockton Heri-
tage Museum on Sunday, Oct. 6 to present “the Winston 
tunnel -- Jo Daviess’ Historic railway relic”.  Brian and 
Joyce have published over 70 documentaries on topics 
related to history, archaeology, and geology. Whenever 
possible, they collaborate with state archaeological and 
geological organizations, as well as local historical so-
cieties, such as the Stock-
ton Heritage Museum, to 
produce their videos. their 
series topics have centered 
on abandoned railways, 
such as the Chicago great 
Western, regional native 
American archaeological 
sites, regional fossil sites, 
and selected historical 
topics related to the early 
history of Illinois and Iowa, 
such as the Prairie Bandits 
of the 1840s.

 Stockton Heritage Muse-
um will host a presentation by 
Brian and Joyce Ostberg. The 
presentation, “The Winston 
Tunnel – Jo Daviess’ Histor-

ic Railway Relic,” will take 
place on Sunday, Oct. 6, 2024, 
at the Stockton Heritage Mu-
seum, 107 West Front Street, 
Stockton, IL, at 2 p.m.

Stockton Heritage Museum to host  
‘The Winston Tunnel -- Jo Daviess 
Historic Railway Relic’ presentation

 Regional historians Brian 
and Joyce Ostberg will dis-
cuss the Winston Tunnel, the 
Chicago Great Western rail-
road’s epic engineering feat, 
drilled through nearly half a 
mile of Jo Daviess’ rock and 
shale. Their talk will describe 
the history of the tunnel, from 
its costly construction in the 
mid-1880s, its engineering 
challenges through the early 
20th century, its closure and 
abandonment in the 1970s, 

and its subsequent decay and 
deterioration leading to its 
present state.

 The event is free and 
open to all audiences. For 
more information, please 
visit our website at www.
stocktonheritagemuseum.
org, visit us on Facebook: 
Stockton-Heritage-Muse-
um-309324911534, email us 
at infto@stocktonheritagemu-
seum.org, or leave a message 
at 815-947-2220. 

    your source for on-line news:

       RVPNEWS.COM
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Our Area Churches Welcome You

Please call 815-369-4112 or 815-947-3353 if you wish to have your church listed on the church page.

APPLE RIVER UMC
102 E. Baldwin St., P.O. Box 188, 

Apple River, IL 61001
Pastor Libby Rutherford (815) 990-1428
 Church (815) 594-2223
• Sunday Worship – 9 a.m.
• Bible Study - Every Monday 9 a.m.
Friendly Folks - Casual Attire - Join Us!

CALVARY CHURCH OF STOCKTON
315 W. Maple St., Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-2414
Pastor Scott Hess
E-Mail: calvarychurchofstockton@yahoo.com
• Sunday Worship – 10:00 a.m.
• Sunday School – 8:45 a.m.
• Communion and Potluck every 1st Sunday
 (except no potlucks during summer)
• Monday Group Prayer - 6 p.m.
• Wednesday Night Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.
• Every other Sat. Youth Group - 6 - 8 p.m.
You may find our facebook page and weekly 
messages by searching for “Calvary Church 
of Stockton on facebook.com

You are welcome! Please visit us!

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ELCA STOCKTON

600 N. Main St., Stockton
Pastor Chrissy Salser (815) 988-9450
E-Mail: clc600@mediacombb.net
Find us on Facebook at ChristOnMainSt
• Worship times:  Saturday, 5:30 p.m.
   Sunday, 10 a.m.
• Sunday School: Sunday, 9 a.m.

EBENEZER – SALEM UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST

P.O. Box 102, Pearl City, IL  61062
Pastor Randy Nicholas
 See Facebook or call 815-291-1965
• Sunday Worship: Currently 8:30 a.m. 
• October services are at Salem UCC Church
   Corner of Loran & Kent Roads

EVANGELICAL FREE 
CHURCH OF LENA

720 N. Freedom Street, Lena, IL  61048
815-369-5591

Pastor Casey Dwyer, Pastor
• Adult bible study and Children’s Sunday 
 School - 8:45 a.m.
• Sunday Morning Worship Service and 
Children’s Church/Nursery  – 10:00 a.m.
• Awana Wednesdays at 6 p.m. (Sept. - April)
• Pastor’s weekly sermons at 
  www.lenafreechurch.org

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
309 S. Main Street, Elizabeth, IL 61028

email: firstumcofelizabeth@gmail.com
Pastor Donna Hoffman   608-293-0163
email: dchoffman8@gmail.com
• Sunday Worship - 8:30 a.m.
• Women’s Faith Group - 
 1st Tuesday monthly - 9:30 a.m.
We are handicapped accessible
Find us on Facebook at 
 www.facebook.com/fumcelizabeth

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

118 East Mason Street, Lena, IL  61048
Pastor Thomas Mosbo (815) 369-5552
• Sunday Worship – 9:30 a.m.
• Sunday School – 10:45 a.m. (Sept. - May)
• Piece Corps Quilters – 
 Wednesdays at 8:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

GRACE BIBLE CHURCH OF 
WOODBINE

1904 S. Vel Tera Road, Elizabeth, IL 61028
Pastor Michael Burdett (815) 858-3843
• Sunday Worship – 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
• Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
• Prayer meeting – Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
Sunday services broadcasted at 11:30 a.m. on 

Radio WCCI 100.3 FM

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC CHURCH
223 E. Front Avenue, Stockton, IL  61085

Father Mike Morrissey (815) 947-2545
• Saturday Evening Mass – 4:30 p.m.
• Sunday Mass – 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. 
  and 5:00 p.m.
• Reconciliation Saturday – 3:30 - 4:15 p.m.
• Parish Hall for Rent – Seats 200

LENA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
118 West Mason Street, Lena, IL  61048

Pastor Melwyn Alagodi (815) 369-5291
• Sunday Worship – 9:00 a.m.
• Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
• Daily Dial-A-Devotion 815-369-4411

MARTINTOWN COMMUNITY 
CHURCH

W8996 Lena St., Martintown, WI 53522
(1 mile north of Winslow, IL)

Pastor Kevin Cernek • 608-558-0974
• Sunday Worship – 8 & 10:30 a.m.

Worship inside or watch from the 
parking lot on the jumbotron

• Sunday School for all ages – 9:30 a.m. 
• Sunday Youth - 6 p.m.
• Tuesday Bible Study - 10:30 a.m.
• Thursday Prayer & Bible Study - 6 p.m.

McCONNELL COMMUNITY CHURCH
211 Hulbert Rd. P.O. Box 97, 

McConnell, IL  61050
815-868-2324

Email: mcconnellcmtychurch@yahoo.com
Pastor Jordan Cernek
• Sunday Worship – 9:00 a.m.
     Fellowship hour after every service
Find us on Facebook
 www.facebook.com/
mcconnellcommunitychurch.com
* We are handicapped accessible

NEW VINE COMMUNITY CHURCH
621 W. Lena St., Lena, IL 61048

(Coach’s Gymnasium)
Pastor Doug Carroll    815-541-4112
• Sunday Worship – 9:00 a.m.
 with fellowship following
• Communion first Sunday of each month
Bible Study Groups available
newvinelena.com
Facebook: New Vine Community Church of 
Lena, IL
* We are handicapped accessible
     

PROVIDENCE PRIMITIVE BAPTIST 
CHURCH

15010 W. Howardsville Road
Lena, IL 61048
217-357-3723

Pastors Robert Webb & Rob Webb
• Sunday Worship 
 - each 3rd Sunday - 10:30 a.m.
Potluck lunch following service

SALEM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
8491 West Salem Road, Lena, IL  61048

(Turn on Salem Road at Eleroy Rest Stop)
Pastor Christopher Ham  (815) 369-4511
• Sunday Worship – 10:00 a.m.
• Adult Sunday School - 9 a.m. 
 (before service)
• Children’s Sunday School - 10 a.m.
 (during service)
*We are handicapped accessible
Watch our services or see our upcoming 
events on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.
com/OldStoneChurchWithTheLightedCross/

SCHAPVILLE ZION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

635 East Schapville Road, 
Elizabeth, IL 61028

Pastor Dottie Morizzo  
 (815) 845-2272  
 Cell (815) 238-0670
www.schapvillezion.org
• Sunday Worship Service – 10:00 a.m.
• Sunday School – 10:00 a.m.
• Bible Study Classes Available

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
536 E. Schapville Road, 
Scales Mound, IL  61054

Church number (815) 845-2061
Rev. James Mehltretter
Website: www.shepherdofhill.com
• Sunday Worship – 8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
• Sunday School (Sept. – May) – 8:45 a.m.
• Holy Communion is celebrated weekly.

ST. ANN CATHOLIC CHURCH
608 East Railroad, Warren, IL  61087

Father Andrew Hernandez (815) 745-2312
• Sunday Mass – 8:00 a.m.
• Reconciliation Sunday – 7:30 - 7:50 a.m.

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod

625 Country Lane Drive, Lena, IL  61048
Rev. Jason Shaw (815) 369-4035
• Saturday Evening Worship – 5:30 p.m.
• Sunday Worship – 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
• Blast Program at 9:00 a.m.
• High School & Adult Sunday School 
    at 9:15 a.m.

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America

229 S. First St., Pearl City, IL 61062
www.stjohnspearlcity.org

815-443-2215
• Sunday Morning Worship – 9:00 a.m.
• Christian Education for all Ages - 10:15 a.m.
Handicapped Accessible

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

8315 S. Massbach Road, Elizabeth, IL  61028
Pastor David Russell
Church: 815-589-3367
• Sunday Worship – 10:00 a.m.

“Celebrating 165 Years of Faith”

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH
105 West Webster, Apple River, IL  61001

Father Andrew Hernandez (815) 745-2312
• Saturday Mass – 6:00 p.m.
• Reconciliation Saturday – 5:30 – 5:50 p.m.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH
410 West Lena Street, Lena, IL  61048
Father Andrew Hernandez (815) 369-2810
• Saturday Mass – 4:00 p.m.
• Sunday Mass – 10:00 a.m.
• Reconciliation Saturday – 3:30 – 3:50 p.m.

ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH
(Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod)

411 W. Catlin St., P.O. Box 506
Elizabeth, IL 61028

Pastor Mike Nesbit - Cell: 815-858-5621
Church: 815-858-3334
www.stpaulelizabeth.org
All services are available to watch online@
Facebook: St. Paul Lutheran Church, 
Elizabeth, IL
YouTube channel: Pastor Mike Nesbit
• Sunday Worship – 9:00 a.m.
• Adult Bible Study - Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Super Sunday on the first Sunday of the 
month, with Sunday School from 10 - 11:30 
a.m.
Worship services will be held outside during 
the summer. Please bring a lawn chair.
ALL ARE WELCOME.

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH - 
KENT

The Little Church with a Big Heart
1334 Sunnyside Road, Kent, IL 61044

1/2 mile north on Kent Road
• Sunday Worship – 9:30 a.m.
• Holy Communion every Sunday
• Women Meet at 9 a.m. on the 2nd Sunday
• Chair Lift to Sanctuary

WESLEY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

Corner of Hudson & Benton St., 
Stockton, IL  61085

Pastor Melwyn Alagodi (815) 947-2541
• Sunday Worship – 11 a.m.
• Adult Bible Studies Available
• Communion Every 1st Sunday
• First Sunday potluck following church 
 services.
Find us on website StocktonWUMC.org
or Facebook-Stockton Wesley United 
Methodist Church
* Handicapped Accessible

WINSLOW GRACE BIBLE CHURCH
197 Carver Street, Winslow, IL  61089

Pastor Robert Patin (815) 230-1862
608-669-5770
• Sunday Worship – 10:45 a.m.
• Sunday School – 9:45 a.m.

ZION COMMUNITY CHURCH
10100 W. Sabin Church Rd., 

Pearl City, IL 61062
Pastor Wayne Fischer • 815-266-6260
Pastor Chip Sohl • 815-541-1425
• Sunday Worship Service – 9:00 a.m.
• Children’s Church - during church service
• Prayer Shawl Knitting Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.
• Bible Study Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

449144

Come worship with us!
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1013 16th Avenue
Monroe, WI

608-325-4464
Hours:  M-T 10-5; F 10-6, Sat  10-4

404876

It’s Not Too Early 
To Shop For 

Winter Boots!

Lena United Methodist Church 
Rummage Sale
 – Fellowship Hall – 

118 W. Mason Street, Lena, IL 61048

Oct. 17 & Oct. 18 – 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Oct. 19 – 9 a.m. to noon with $1 bag day
We will accept donations Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 

(October 14th-16th) 9 a.m. to noon.  If you would like to drop 
off items after noon, please contact the church office at 

815-369-5291 or Pat at 815-618-9899 to schedule a time.

462043

Orangeville Legion Post #720
20th Annual

Orangeville Village Hall
301 S. East Street • Orangeville, IL 61060

For advanced tickets see a Legion or Auxiliary member
Tickets will also be available at the door

Chili and Soup Supper
WedneSday, oCt. 16 • 4:30 - 7:30 p.m.

$9 Adults
$5 ages 6 - 10 yrs

Under 6 FREE

Menu includes:
Choice of Chili, vegetable soup or ham & 
bean soup, ham or turkey sandwiches, 
applesauce, crackers, cheese, dessert, 

beverage (milk, coffee or water)

TAKE-OUT
AVAILABLE

462046

ONLINE AUCTION #2
Dennis (Denny) Davis Estate

614 Johnson St., Warren, IL 61087 (Dead End St.)
Bid online, Go to  Diekenauction.hibid.com 

or Visit diekenauctionservice.com
Friday, Oct. 4 - Wednesday, Oct. 9, 6 p.m. (Soft Close) 

Preview date, Thursday, Oct. 3 from 5 - 7 p.m. 
Come-N-Look

NOTE: Parking will be tight/congested. Please be understanding.

12 Pedal Tractors, Shop Equip., IH 184 w/Loader, Log Splitter, Lots 
of Tools/Power Tools, Wood Working Items, Clamps, Freezers, Toys, 
Lawn/Garden, Port. Gen., Hardware, Garage/Shop Items, Lots of 
Misc. 1,300 Lots, Some Items New/Like New.

Pick up only: Friday, Oct. 11 from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
and Saturday, Oct. 12 from 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Bring help and tools for loading your items. 

Terms/Cond: Credit/Debit card payment only, 15% Buyers Prem., IL. 
Everything Sold AS IS.

Dieken Auction Service, Warren IL. 61087, 815-222-0542
diekenauction@gmail.com 

Terry Dieken IL. Lic. #440000430/Wi. Lic. #859  (Like us on Facebook)

462117

Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church

 All are invited to worship 
at Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, 118 E. Mason St. 
Lena, IL on Sunday, Oct. 6 
for Sunday Communion Wor-
ship Service at 9:30 a.m. This 
week’s gospel reading is from 
the Gospel Mark 10:2-16.

 On Wednesday, Oct. 9 the 
Peace Corps Quilting group 
will meet from 8 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m.  On Thursday, Oct. 
10 Friendship Club will meet 
at 12:30 p.m. for a potluck 
dinner with entertainment by 
No Worries Band.

 All the services will be 
recorded and be available 
on church’s Facebook page 
and website. Please vis-
it our website and (http://
goodshepherdlena.org/) and 
Facebook (https://www.face-
book.com/GSLCLenaIL) for 
information. Please contact 
the church office at 815-369-
5552 with any questions. 

St. John’s 
Lutheran Church 

 St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Pearl City, will cel-
ebrate the twentieth Sunday 
after Pentecost on Sunday, 
Oct. 6 at 9 a.m.   Join us on 
Facebook if you can’t make it 
in person.  

 Everyone is welcome to 
come to St. John’s to play 
cards and dominoes on 

Thursday, Oct. 24 at 1 p.m.
 The October Grace Meal 

will be on Sunday, Oct. 
20.  It will include a 
pork chop, baked beans, cole-
slaw, and applesauce.  Meals 
can be picked up between 
11 a.m. and 12 p.m. on Oct. 
20.  Reservations are due in 
the church office by Thurs-
day, Oct. 17.  The meal is 
funded through the generos-
ity of a grant from the Pearl 
City Lions Club and dona-
tions.  If interested in donat-
ing to this ministry, reach out 
to the church office for more 
information. 

 St. John’s will be hosting a 
FHN Flu Shot clinic on Sun-
day, Nov. 3 from 10 a.m. to 
12 p.m.  Adults under 65 will 
receive a $35 trivalent vac-
cine and those 65 and over 
can get a $85 high-dose vac-
cine.  There will be no out-
of-pocket expense if you are 
covered by Medicare Part B 
or a Medicare HMO accept-
ed by FHN.  Be sure to bring 
your insurance card.  Immu-
nizations may be paid for by 
cash or check and you can use 
your receipt for reimburse-
ment from your health-insur-
ance carrier.  Per government 
regulations, no MEDICAID 
cards can be accepted at these 
clinics.  For more informa-
tion, call FHN Community 
Services at 815-599-7437.

 The next Men’s Breakfast 

will be on Wednesday, Oct. 
2 at 7:30 a.m. at the Garden 
View Restaurant in Lena.

 The Healthy Wolves group 
will be packing backpacks on 
Thursday, Oct. 3 at 3:15 p.m.  
If you are interested in donat-
ing to this ministry, reach out 
to the church office for more 
information.

 St. John’s Lutheran 
Church of Pearl City is an 
ELCA parish and is located 
at 229 First St. in Pearl City.  
We are handicapped accessi-
ble.  If you need to contact 
the pastor or church, you may 
call 815-443-2215 for infor-
mation.

New Vine Community 
Church of Lena 

 New Vine Community 
Church of Lena (NVCC) in-
vites all to join in worship led 
by Pastor Doug Carroll on 
Sundays at 9 a.m. in Coach’s 
Golf Grill Gymnasium (621 
West Lena St). All services 
are live streamed on our 
Facebook page. For record-
ings and information please 
visit out Facebook page and 
website (www.NewVineLe-
na.com).

The Lena United 
Methodist Church 

 The Lena United Method-
ist Church will host a Lena 
Love Feast Dinner for the 
public on Oct. 6 from 5 p.m. 

to 7 p.m. The meal and event 
are free, however, anyone at-
tending must respond before 
Sept. 30. RSVP by calling 
the church office at 815-369-
5291 or email  umclena@
gmail.com.  Please provide 
a name, number of people 
attending, and phone num-
ber. This event will be held 
at the Lena United Methodist 
Church, Fellowship Hall.  

Calvary Church 
of Stockton

 Calvary Church of Stock-
ton will have its first fall 
monthly Potluck following 
the worship service on Oct. 
6.  The service is at 10 a.m. 
with the Potluck starting 
around 11:15 a.m.  The com-
munity is invited to bring a 
dish and attend.  Pastor Scott 
Hess will be bringing the 
message.  

 The Fellowship of Chris-
tian Athletes will meet on 
Thursday, Oct. 3 at 7:15 a.m. 
in Fellowship Hall.  Break-
fast pizza from Caseys will 
be served at no cost to all 
students attending.  The Fel-
lowship is open to all stu-
dents, 7th to 12th grades, boys 
and girls.  The Huddle will 
be at 7:30 a.m. led by Noah 
Hess, a 2023 graduate.  For 
more information, call Cal-
vary Church at 815-947-2414 
or Pastor Scott Hess at 815- 
821-9245.

Church news

STOCKTON HIGH SCHOOL FACEBOOK PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Masyn Cahill makes 
first team all-conference
 Stockton’s Masyn Cahill finished fourth overall at 
the girls conference golf meet on Wednesday, Sept. 25. 
Cahill also made first team all-conference! Congratula-
tions, Masyn!

Illinois fall trout season opens Oct. 19 in locations statewide
 The 2024 Illinois fall trout 

season will open Saturday, 
Oct. 19 at 60 ponds, lakes, and 
streams throughout the state.

 The early catch-and-re-
lease season is scheduled to 
open Saturday, Oct. 5 this 
year. No trout may be taken 
from any of the stocked sites 
until the regular fall season 
opens at 5 a.m. on Oct. 19. 
The daily catch limit is five 
trout.

 All anglers, including 
those who participate in the 
early catch-and-release sea-
son, must have an Illinois fish-
ing license and inland trout 
stamp, which are available at 
Illinois Department of Natural 

Resources license and permit 
locations, including many bait 
shops, sporting goods stores, 
and other retail outlets. Check 
the IDNR website for loca-
tions. Fishing licenses and 
trout stamps can be purchased 
online with a credit card.

 For information about 
all site regulations, anglers 
should contact individual 
sites that will be stocked with 
catchable-size trout. Not all 
sites open at 5 a.m. on open-
ing day. Anglers are reminded 
to check the opening time of 
their favorite sites prior to the 
open date.

 The fall trout season of-
fers opportunities for fami-

lies to get outdoors and enjoy 
fishing. Online resources are 
available for taking kids fish-
ing.

 IDNR reinstated its catch-
able trout program in 1994, 
funded in part by those who 
use the program through the 
sale of inland trout stamps. 
IDNR stocks more than 
80,000 rainbow trout each 
year in bodies of water where 
trout fishing is permitted 
during the fall season. An 
additional 80,000 trout are 
stocked for the spring season, 
which begins each April. For 
more information on trout 
seasons and other Illinois fish-
ing opportunities, visit www.

ifishillinois.org.
 Some of the local northern 

Illinois locations scheduled to 
be open for the 2024 fall trout 
season are:

Jo Daviess County
	•	Apple	River,	Apple	River	

Canyon State Park **
McHenry County
	•	 Spring	 Grove	 Hatchery	

Pond, Spring Grove
Ogle County
	•	 Pine	Creek,	White	Pines	

Forest State Park **
Winnebago County
	•	 Baumann	 Lake,	 Cherry	

Valley
 **Denotes sites open for 

catch-and-release early fall 
season fishing.
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National 4H Week • October 7 - 12, 2024

I Pledge

my head to clearer thinking,

my heart to greater loyalty,

my hands to larger service,

my health to better living, 
for my club, 

my community, 
my country 

and 
my world.

462157

405485

815-369-4901
www.lenastatebank.com

405577

Stockton Auto 
Supply - NAPA 

Hwy 20, Stockton
815-947-3216

Saunders Oil Co., Inc.
815-745-2267

Warren, IL
Since 1965

Visit Our Convenience Stores
Darlington

608-776-2887
Muscoda

608-739-3733
Hazel Green
608-854-2533

Shullsburg
608-965-8918

Stockton
815-947-2314 405587

Stagecoach Trail Storage 
815-238-4501
We have reasonable rates

on clean, secure units
462056

202 W. Main Street
Warren, IL

815-745-2148

204 Samuelson Dr.
Orangeville, IL
815-789-3366 462055

405581

815-369-4225
www.radersinsurance.com

240 W. Main St., Suite A • Lena

Dr. Stephen Petras
Stockton Dental Center

120 West Front Ave., Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-3700
Licensed Illinois General Dentist

425995

426003

Stephenson Service Company

Elizabeth • Freeport • Lena
Stockton • Ridott

815-858-9300

405484

7989 IL 78 N • Warren
815-745-3311

www.hartzellsigawarren.com

Stacey Block
202 S. Schuyler

PO Box 669

Lena, IL 614048-0669

(815)369-4581

www.countryfinancial.com/stacey.block • stacey.block@countryfinancial.com 462052

We Support 4-H Week

405575

511 W. Lena St. • Lena
815-369-4527

Christmas items now on the floor!

My Friend's Closet 
Thrift Store

462050

jcecoop.com

Offenheiser Schwarz 
Funeral Home 

Pearl City
815-443-2212

462057

405574

11975 W. Galena Rd., Lena
815-369-4165

Pro Source
Electric and Automation Inc.

Pro Source
Electric and Automation Inc.

405586

214 S. Center St., Lena
www.bussboyzcustoms.com

815-369-2803

444813

T H E

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions... Meeting Local Needs

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions... Meeting Local Needs

Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL • Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL • Hanover, IL • Hazel Green, WI
Darlington, WI • Galena, IL – First Community Bank

AppleRiverStateBank.com

Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL • Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL • Hanover, IL • Hazel Green, WI
Darlington, WI • Galena, IL – First Community Bank

AppleRiverStateBank.com

815-580-3011 LENA, IL

STATELINESOLAR.NET
GET A FREE QUOTE AT

Your local experts for residential, commercial & agricultural solar!

Happy National 4-H Week!

462134

Spinhirne Transfer

815-275-4215

Lena
444651

462204
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All-Tournament team 
 The Scales Mound Volleyball Invitational named (left to right) Domynique 
Lego, Kacy Wright, Madalyn Mammoser, Carissa Hinderman, Paisley Williams, 
Campbell Hereau, (not pictured) Laney Cahoon, and Kaylynn O’Haver to the all-
state team. 

Your “Main Street Chiropractor”
with over 43 years service to our community

• Palmer Graduate      • Digital X-Ray
• BCBS, Quartz and Medicare Provider

238 W. Main St., Lena • 815-369-4974
Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. –  

8:30 a.m. to Noon, 1:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Wed. – 8:30 a.m. to Noon       Sat. by appointment

45
95

24

— Dr. Jared Liles —

425999

Cosmetic Dentistry
Implant Dentistry

Custom Dental Whitening Kits
Laser Therapy

Stockton Dental Center
120 West Front Avenue

Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-3700
Dr. Stephen Petras

Licensed Illinois General Dentist

462044

VOTED BEST
APPLIANCE AND

FURNITURE
DEALER

OF THE REGION
FOR 2023!

20 E. Stephenson Street, Downtown Freeport
Mon-Fri 9am - 5pm; Sat 9am - 4pm
815-235-4911 • ritewayfreeport.com

Ask About Short & Long Term Financing Options

Your Name-Brand Discount
Furniture, Mattress &

Appliance Store

“YOUR COMMUNITIES”
FOR 52 YEARS
IN BUSINESSES

All Therapedic 
Mattresses on Sale.

All Serta Mattress Sets 
are on Clearance

Ashley Sofa
starting at

$479.95

Ashley Dining Set
starting at

$749.95

Kith Bedroom Set
starting at

$799.95
All New & 

Refurbished Appliances 
Sale Priced

Over 50
Recliners
in stock

starting at

$459.95

YOUR LOCAL DEALER

Bookcases | Glider Rockers | Desks | Recliners
Entertainment Centers | Curios | Sectionals | Sofas & Loveseats

Bedroom Items | Dining Room Sets | Accent Chair

Delivery Available with Free Removal of Old • Free Layaway for Holidays

STOREWIDE 
SAVINGS 20% - 70% OFF

50% OFF 35% OFF

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION

Carpet Remnants Bean Bags, Hassocks & Lamps

Also, 

look 

for our 

Red Tag 

final 

Markdowns

Come

check

out our

Blue Tag

Clearance

items

Come to Our House to Make Your House a Home...

Hornets defeat Wildcats in NUIC matchup
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 The Scales Mound Hor-
nets and the River Ridge 
Wildcats faced off in a re-
cent NUIC volleyball match-
up on Sept. 24.   Both teams 
were eager for a victory as 
they entered the second half 
of the 2024 volleyball sea-
son.  Prior to the matchup, 
the Hornets held an overall 
record of just 6-10, while the 
Wildcats were just 5-12-1 
themselves.  

 The first set came down 
to the wire.  Scales Mound 
ultimately pulled away in 
the end.  The Hornets took 
the first set by a score of 25-
23.  Set two was much of the 
same, but the Wildcats were 
left trailing.  Scales Mound 
eventually completed a 2-0 
sweep, winning the second 
set 25-21. 

 The Hornets were led by 
sophomore Ellaina Kosten-
bader.  In two sets played, 
Kostenbader led the team 
with eight kills.  She also 
had nine digs on the night.  
Ava Wiederholt added five 
kills.  Lila Anderson led the 
team in blocks with four solo 
blocks.  Halle Wiegel led the 
team in digs with 15.  Camp-
bell Hereau added 18 assists 
in the victory. 

 River Ridge’s leading 
scorer was Ava Ketelsen, 
who finished with five 
kills.  Laiken Haas was next 
up with three kills, while 
Kaylen Bond added two.  
Haas and Gracie Schnitzler 
split the ball handling duties 
as they each had five assists 
in the game. 

 Defensively, Haas and 
Ketelsen combined for four 
blocks on the night.  Haas 

led the team with four solo 
blocks of her own.  She also 
posted two digs, which led 
the team.  

It was just the first time 
these teams met up in 2024.  
They are set to square off 
again in just a couple of 
weeks.  Scales Mound will 
travel to Hanover to take on 
the Wildcats on Oct. 17.  If 
their first meeting was any 
indication, that should be an 
exciting, late season match-
up.  

 On Oct. 8 the Hornets are 
scheduled to play host to 
the red-hot Stockton Black-
hawks.  That same night, 
River Ridge will play host to 
the 3-15 Warren Warriors.

Stockton wins Scales 
Mound Invitational
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 The Stockton Blackhawks 
have been on a dominant run 
on the volleyball court.  Af-
ter a first-place finish at this 
year’s Scales Mound Volley-
ball Invitational, the Black-
hawks kept the momentum 
rolling with a pair of confer-
ence victories over Warren 
and East Dubuque. 

 The Scales Mound Invita-
tional was a six-team round 
robin tournament.  Stockton 
took home the first-place fin-
ish, while Orangeville came 
in second.  Scales Mound 
took third, followed by War-
ren, Benton, and West Carroll, 
in that order.  

 Stockton had a pair of play-
ers named to the All-Tourna-
ment team in Madie Mam-
moser and Kacy Wright.  
Scales Mound’s Campbell 
Hereau and Warren’s Carissa 
Hinderman were both named 
to the All-Tournament team, 
as well.  

 With the tournament cham-
pionship, the Blackhawks ex-

tended their winning streak to 
11 games.  They got another 
opportunity to add to that 
when they traveled to take on 
the Warren Warriors on Sept. 
24.  

 Stockton proved to be too 
much for the Warriors, sweep-
ing them by scores of 25-11 
and 25-17.  Mammoser was 
nearly unstoppable at the net 
as she finished with 10 kills in 
just 14 attempts.  Taylor Haas 
also scored at a high rate with 
five kills on seven attempts.  
Emma Eisfeller and Katelyn 
Winters each added a trio 
of kills in the win.  Kaydra 
Wright led the team in assists 
with 10. Defensively, Mam-
moser and Haas each finished 
with two total blocks.  Emi-
ly Broshous posted six digs, 
which led the team.  Winters 
added four digs of her own. 

 The Blackhawks inched 
closer to victory number 
20 when they took on East 
Dubuque the very next day.  
Stockton had the perk of re-
turning home for this match-
up, and they did not disap-

point. 
 Stockton took the first 

set by a final score of 25-19.  
Things got out of hand in 
the second set with Stockton 
blowing out East Dubuque 
25-7.  With yet another sweep, 
the Blackhawks improved 
their overall record to 19-1 on 
the season.  More importantly, 
they are 5-0 in NUIC play. 

 Stockton will play host to 
the West Carroll Thunder on 
Thursday, Oct. 3.  On Oct 
8 they travel to take on the 
Scales Mound Hornets in a 
rematch.  

LocaL news on-Line
rvpnews.

com
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If you live in Lena, you can receive the Shopper’s Guide every week by email or 
mail for FREE!

Free delivery is available in Lena by mail or email when requested. As an 
alternative to mail, a free Digital eSubscription will be available by request. A link 
to your eSubscription will be emailed to you every 
week.

Now is your chance to get your hometown news 
before the newspaper is hot off the press! The 
Shopper’s Guide eSubscription can be read on 
a computer, laptop or tablet. To continue free 
delivery by email or mail and avoid missing 
any issues, return your form 
today!

There will be no 
telemarketing calls, no strings 
attached, just convenient, free 
delivery compliments of our advertisers.

458572

Receive your FREE copy of 
the Shopper’s Guide every 

week by email or mail!

____ Yes. I want an eSubscription! I would like to receive 
the Shopper’s Guide by email, for 3 years at no charge. My 
weekly link lets me get the newspaper before mail home 
delivery.
____ Yes. I would like to receive FREE home delivery of The 
Shopper’s Guide by mail to my Lena address, for 3 years at 
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Please call for mail subscription rates outside of Lena.
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For subscription rates outside of Lena, IL please call 815-369-4112
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24-HOUR SERVICE ON ALL BRANDS

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

www.superiorhvacservices.com

New installation • Remodeling
Routine maintenance • Repairs

409646

Shopper’s Guide
Serving the communities in Stephenson County

Postal Customer  **ecrwss 
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441564

ACCIDENTS HAPPEN!
Let us take the worry out of having your vehicle repaired.

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

 Alaina Dinderman (Snappy Snazzers) wins the Dairy Showman of Showman class. 
Youth in Stephenson County exhibited 4-H projects this past month at various shows 
held out at the Stephenson County Fairgrounds and at the Stephenson County Farm 
Bureau. For more photos, see inside.

Panthers building 
back in hopes 
of another 
postseason run
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 Excluding the 2020 Covid 
year, the Lena-Winslow Pan-
thers have won three consec-
utive Illinois Class 1A State 
Football Titles.  Although the 
Panthers lost a majority of last 
year’s squad, many believe Le-
Win has what it takes to make 
another deep postseason run. 

 “We lost 10 starters on de-
fense and eight starters on of-
fense,” Lena-Winslow head 
coach Ric Arand shared just 
before practice for the 2023 
season started.  Arand is enter-
ing his 27th season as the Pan-
thers’ head coach.  The expe-
rienced instructor will have to 
find a way to take a roster filled 
mostly with new faces and help 
them reach their full potential 
once again.  

 If anyone is capable of do-
ing that, it’s Arand.  Through 
26 years, Arand holds a career 
record of 234-66.  More than 
Arand, the Panther-Strong pro-
gram has set the standard for 
winning across Illinois High 
School Football.  Not only 
have they captured three con-
secutive titles, but six in total.  
The Panthers have stamped 
their name in the Illinois histo-
ry books and this 2023 squad is 
hoping to do much of the same. 

 Despite losing so many to 
graduation, the Panthers still 
return some familiar names 

this season.  Gage Dunker 
gets plenty of action as he re-
turns as an outside lineback-
er on defense and the team’s 
fullback on offense.  Dunker, 
the younger brother of Gen-
nings Dunker, who is now on 
the Iowa Hawkeyes, looks to 
lead the way for the Panthers.  
Dunker will have some famil-
iar faces blocking ahead of him 
as the Panthers return two start-
ing offensive linemen.  Odin 
Stabenow and Tanner Kempel 
will look to hold things down 
on the edge as the Panthers’ of-
fensive tackles.  

 Outside of that, howev-
er, Le-Win is going to have a 
plethora of new faces on the 
field in 2023.  “We need a lot 
of guys to step up and ma-
ture quickly to be successful,” 
Arand shared. 

 The Panthers will have 
to replace a number of guys 
along the line of scrimmage.  
Luke Kempel, Luke Staben-
ow, Brady Aurand, and Alex 
Packard will all be playing 
on the offensive and defen-
sive line.  Mason Spidahl and 
Quinn Rodebaugh will both 
get opportunities at tight end 
and defensive end as well.  Ca-
sey Klever also lines up at tight 
end on offense, but he’s off the 
line on the defensive side as an 
outside linebacker.  

SUBmITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Stephenson County 4-H Fair winner See PantherS, Page 6

460574

460033

Wishing You 
a Safe 

Harvest Season
Call for a quote today!

240 W. Main St., Suite A, 
Lena, IL • 815-369-4225

www.radersinsurance.com

Wildcats continue their climb to the top

Village of Lena happenings
 Hydrant flushing will take 

place on Oct. 14 through Oct. 
25. Please avoid washing 
clothing while the hydrants 
are being flushed in your 
neighborhood as it can cause 
discoloration. 

 The last day of brush pick 
up will be the first week of Oc-
tober, tentatively Oct. 7. Leaf 
removal will begin once brush 
pick up has been completed. 
Leaves should be raked to 
the curb, but not overflowing 
into the street. No brush, lawn 
clippings, yard waste or other 

foreign objects should be in-
cluded in the leaf piles, or they 
will not be removed. Leaves 
must remain loose at the curb; 
bagged leaves will not be dis-
posed of by the Village Street 
Department. Open burning is 
not permitted within the Vil-
lage.  Trick or Treat will 
be on Thursday, Oct. 31 from 
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. The follow-
ing streets will be closed for 
Halloween from 4 p.m. to 7 
p.m.: West Mason Street from 
Schuyler Street to Freedom 
Street and Oak Street from 

West Mason Street to Locust 
Street. Please be extra cau-
tious during this time to en-
sure the safety of the trick or 
treaters.

 The Village Board meets at 
Village Hall on the second and 
fourth Monday of each month 
at 6 p.m. Everyone is wel-
come to attend to see what is 
happening within the Village 
of Lena. If you have a topic 
that you would like to discuss, 
call Village Hall at 815-369-
4016 to be put on the agenda 
for Public Participation.

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 The Eastland-Pearl City 
(EPC) Wildcats won just three 
games in all of the 2023 foot-
ball season.  Now just five 
weeks into the 2024 campaign, 
they have already surpassed 
that total.  With an impres-
sive 34-8 victory over a tough 
Stockton squad, the Wildcats 
improved to 4-1 on the season.  

 EPC made a statement with 
their week five victory.  Stock-
ton came into the game with a 
record of just 2-2, but they have 
proven to be a tough opponent 
for even the top NUIC teams.  
Stockton took Durand-Peca-
tonica down to the wire in a 
32-26 loss.  They also came out 
swinging in the first half against 
the Lena-Winslow Panthers.  
EPC was sure not to overlook 
the Blackhawks in week five. 

 The Wildcats didn’t take 
long to get on the scoreboard 
and once they did, they put 

them up in a hurry.  Draven Zier 
immediately got the scoring 
started with a 64-yard scamper 
to paydirt.  Later in the first, 
Zier tallied his second score of 
the day with a five-yard touch-
down run.  By then, Zier and 
the Wildcats had jumped out to 
a 14-0 advantage. 

 EPC would make it a three-
score game before the end of 
the first quarter.  Jaxsyn Kem-
pel crossed the goal line from 
two yards out as he put the 
Wildcats up 20-0.  The three-
score lead would hold until 
halftime. 

 While the Wildcat offense 
put up the big plays, it was their 
defense that stood out in this 
one.  They held Stockton to just 
over 100 yards on the night, 
including shutting them out 
through the first half.  Stockton 
didn’t crack the scoreboard un-
til the fourth quarter when the 
game was well out of reach. 

 Both Brody Simons and 

Jacon Runkle had fumble re-
coveries in the game.  Zyacn 
Haverland had a pair of tackles 
for loss, while Will Birchen and 
Zier each added one of their 
own.  Tanner Stern snagged an 
interception as the EPC defense 
made a number of plays on the 
night.  

 Adam Awender put the 
Wildcats up by four scores 
with a third quarter touchdown.  
Awender took it 45 yards to the 
endzone, putting EPC up 28-
0.  Before the end of the third, 
Zier tallied the hat trick.  For 
the second time that night, Zier 
went 64 yards for a touchdown.  
His third score gave EPC a 
34-0 lead over Stockton.  

 Zier had himself a day as 
he wound up surpassing 200 
total yards on the ground.  On 
just 15 touches, Zier scored 
three times and rushed for 207 
yards.  He also punched in a 
pair of two-point conversions, 
accounting for 22 total points 

on the night. 
 With the road victory, EPC 

won their third consecutive 
game.  They are now 7-2 over 
their last nine games played, 
going back to last season.  They 

are also nearing playoff eligi-
bility. 

 On Oct. 4 the Wildcats re-
turn home to play host to the 
Westmont Sentinels.  West-
mont is off to a 1-3 start to the 

season, losing back-to-back 
games by scores of 54-0 and 
46-20.  The Wildcats will look 
to extend their winning streak 
when they kick off against the 
Sentinels at 7 p.m.

Jobs up, unemployment down in 
majority of metro areas in August
Stephenson County 

 The not seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate decreased 
to 5.0% in August 2024 from 
5.4% in August 2023.

 Total nonfarm employment 
increased by +275 over-the-
year. 

Over-the-year, total non-
farm jobs increased in eight 
metropolitan areas, decreased 
in five and was unchanged in 
one for the year ending Au-
gust 2024, according to data 
released today by the U.S. Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics (BLS) 
and the Illinois Department of 
Employment Security (DES). 
Over-the-year, the unemploy-
ment rate decreased in nine 
areas, increased in four, and 
was unchanged in one.

 “Stable, consistent job 
growth across the state con-
tinues to position jobseekers 
and employers to leverage 
new and developing opportu-
nities,” said Deputy Governor 
Andy Manar. “IDES and its 
essential workforce partners 
are working throughout the 
state to offer critical employ-
ment services to enthusiastic 
jobseekers.”

 The metro areas with the 
largest unemployment rate 
decreases were the Rockford 
MSA (-1.0 percentage point 
to 6.0%), and the Decatur 
MSA (-0.5 percentage point to 
6.3%). The metro areas with 
the largest unemployment 
rate increases were the Chica-
go Metro Division (+0.7 point 

to 5.7%), the Davenport-Mo-
line-Rock Island IA-IL MSA 
(+0.5 point to 4.9%), and 
the Bloomington MSA (+0.2 
point to 4.8%). There was no 
unemployment rate change in 
the Carbondale-Marion MSA.

 The Government (+125), 
Construction (+100), Manu-
facturing (+50) and Private 
Education-Health Services 
(+50) sectors had the largest 
payroll gains over-the-year. 
The Leisure-Hospitality (-25), 
Financial Activities (-25) and 
Trade-Transportation-Util-
ities (-25) sectors recorded 
employment decline over-the- 
year.

 Disclaimer: The data 
contained in the metro area 
employment numbers press 
releases are not seasonally 
adjusted, and therefore are 
subject to seasonal fluctua-
tions due to factors such as 
changes in weather, harvests, 
major holidays and school 
schedules. 

your source for on-line news:
RVPNEWS.

COM
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www.windowworldrockford.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 8 am - 5 pm, Sat 9 am - Noon6010 Forest Hills Road, Rockford, IL

*PLEASE SEE A TEAM MEMBER OR OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS

815-395-1333

462017

PROUDLY OFFERING THE INDUSTRY’S BEST MASTIC SIDING
WINDOWS INCLUDE EGRESS and EXTERIOR DOORS

Window World is America’s
Largest Home Improvement Company

NO FADE SOLAR
DEFENSE PROTECTION
NO PAINT - NO STAIN

NO HASSLE

0%FINANCING NOW 
AVAILABLE*

Se Habla
Español

“Not only do we 
stand behind our 
windows, we stand 
on them!”
Local Owner,
Scott Williamson

• Locally Owned & Operated

• Professional Installers - Energy
   Efficient - Lifetime Guarantee

• True Lifetime Warranties, Guaranteed
   Forever!

• Serving Northern Illinois for nearly
   20 years www.windowworldrockford.com

By Victoria Hansen
 During the month of Au-

gust Illinois Farm Bureau 
Served its members in many 
ways, including:

 A state appellate court sid-
ed with Illinois Farm Bureau 
and landowner groups, re-
versing the certification or the 
Grain Belt Express Project, a 
statewide high-voltage direct 
current transmission line. 

 Seven county Farm Bu-
reaus hosted field days sup-
ported by IFB’s Nutrient 
Stewardship Grant Program, 
highlighting Illinois farmers’ 
contributions to goals in the 
State’s Nutrient Loss Reduc-
tion Strategy. 

 The 2024 Summer Ag-
riculture Institute, a collab-
oration between Ag in the 
Classroom (AITC) and the 
USDA Agricultural Research 
Service, concluded in August 
after providing 437 AITC 
teachers with new activities 
and resources to increase stu-
dents’ agriculture literacy. 

 IFB hosted the 24th Annual 
Master Showmanship Contest 

at the Illinois State Fair, pro-
moting skill and knowledge 
of animal husbandry across 
beef, sheep and swine. 

 If you have questions, 
please contact your county 
Farm Bureau office. 

2024 Crop Marketing 
Program

The Lee, Carroll, Ogle and 
Whiteside County Farm Bu-
reaus along with COUNTRY 
Financial will host a crop mar-
keting outlook on the evening 
of Nov. 20 at the Days Inn, 
Rock Falls, IL. “Managing 
Tight Crop Profit Margins” is 
a two-hour seminar designed 
specifically for producers to 
help them manage risk asso-
ciated with the current com-
modity markets and identify 
market conditions to capture 
profit margins through this 
year into next.

 Dr. Steve Johnson, Iowa 
State University Extension 
Farm Management Specialist, 
will facilitate the program. 
Steve has served as the Farm 
& Ag Business Management 

Specialist in Central Iowa 
for Iowa State University Ex-
tension and Outreach since 
1999. He specializes in topics 
related to government farm 
programs, crop insurance, 
crop marketing, grain con-
tracts, farmland leasing and 
other crop risk management 
strategies. In the past year, 
he has conducted more than 
120 meetings, workshops, 
seminars and conferences 
across the Corn Belt with 
nearly 15,000 in attendance. 
Steve uses web sites such as 
ISU Ag Decision Maker and 
Polk County Extension Farm 
Management along with var-
ious print and electronic me-
dia. Annually he reaches more 
than 200,000 producers, land-

owners and other agribusiness 
professionals.

 During the two-hour pro-
gram producers will examine  
global supply/demand and 
crop price outlook, utilizing 
futures price and crop insur-
ance, implications for US 
elections and Farm Bill Im-
plementing a ’24-’25 Market-
ing Plan, estimating ’24 crop 
profit margins, and feature 
7 strategies to manage tight 
margins.

 This presentation will as-
sist producers in designing 
and implementing a market-
ing plan that is specific to their 
own operation. It will present 
producers with various op-
tions they can effectively uti-
lize to capture market profits, 

manage market risks in this 
volatile market, minimize 
cost increases and make in-
formed decisions on input 
pricing, storage options and 
position their marketing plan 
for profit protection.  Market, 
global and recent economic 
factors will be examined, and 
producers will learn to identi-
fy where profit opportunities 
and pitfalls lie for their farm 
operations. Pre-registration is 
required. To register for the 
program call 815-732-2231 or 
email cfb@ogle.comcastbiz.
net. The program begins at 7 
p.m. on Nov. 20; Days Inn, 
Rock Falls, IL.

Stephenson County 
Farm Bureau to host 

Open House
On Friday, Nov. 1 from 9 

a.m. to 4 p.m. and again Sat-
urday, Nov. 2 from 8 a.m. to 
12 p.m. the Stephenson Coun-
ty Farm Bureau will invite 
members and the community 
to visit their office, 210 West 
Spring Street, Freeport, IL 
61032. During these times 
there will be a McNess Trunk 
sale going on, refreshments 
and giveaways, additionally 
you can purchase items from 
the Stephenson County Farm 
Bureau such as honey and 
pork spice. If you have ques-
tions, please reach out to the 
Stephenson County Farm Bu-
reau office at 815-232-3186 
or by emailing manager@ste-
phensoncfb.org.

Stephenson and Carroll County Farm Bureau news

over the place. I was glad 
when we stopped and had a 
sandwich and something to 
drink because that seemed to 
really help with the elevation 
sickness for most of us. We 
continued on up the road and 
took another hike taking each 
of the kids by the hand and 
helping them navigate the 
way.

Fortunately for us one of 
my brothers lives out there 
near Colorado Springs where 
he has been pastoring a 
church for many years. They 
have a big house so when we 
finished our day at Rocky 
Mountain National Park, we 
were able to drive down to 
Springs and spend the next 
three nights with them. Each 
day we would spend time 
with them in the morning 
and then go out on our 
expeditions each day. Each 
night we returned to their 
house quite exhausted but 
so grateful for the getaway 
together. On the second day 
we went to the Focus on the 
Family Ministry for a day 
of fun at their kid’s center. 
That evening we visited the 
Garden of the Gods which is 
the name for some beautiful 
red rock formations that one 

can drive and walk through. 
We got some great pictures 
with the kids before heading 
home for the day. On our 
last day after worshipping 
at my brother’s church with 
him and his family, we 
drove to Pike’s Peak and 
took the Cog-rail train some 
14,000 feet up the side of 
the mountain to the top and 
again enjoyed some amazing 
beauty from high atop the 
earth. We were up early 
Monday morning to catch 
our flight and just like that 
we were back in Chicago 
and heading up I-90 to 
Wisconsin. 

It is awesome to know that 
the words of Psalm 90:2 are 
so true. Before the mountains 
were born or you brought 
forth the whole world, from 
everlasting to everlasting you 
are God. We worship a very 
big and capable God. He 
wants us to get a glimpse of 
how big He really is. Bigger 
and stronger than the highest 
mountain. I’m quite sure we 
will continue to drive out 
west when we can in the 
future, but it was very nice to 
fly this time and save a lot of 
hours of driving.  Until next 
week, God bless.

•	Trip		 (Continued from page 4)

I’ve just got one more point 
to make on this topic. We 
often think about loving an-
other or acting in such a way 
as to gain the love of another. 
This is okay, but sometimes 
I think we forget to love the 
most important person in our 
own lives: Ourself.

Because that has to come 
first. Then all the rest about 

love for and from others will 
simply fall into place. And 
when it does, it’s almost like 
magic.

Which is a lot like love.
Jill Pertler is an 

award-winning syndicated 
columnist, published play-
wright and author. Don’t miss 
a slice; follow the Slices of 
Life page on Facebook.

•	Love		 (Continued from page 4)
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Member FDIC

Best wishes to all pork producers!

OCTOBER
IS PORK
MONTH

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions... Meeting Local Needs
Apple River, IL  •  Scales Mound, IL  •  Warren, IL  •  Elizabeth, IL  •  Hanover, IL • Hazel Green, WI • Darlington, WI

Galena, IL –  First Community Bank
AppleRiverStateBank.com

    
  

First Community Bank of Galena and Apple River State Bank
are proud to serve agri-business in Jo Daviess County and

Southwest Wisconsin. Our financial commitment to the agricultural
community has remained steadfast for decades.

Stop in soon to discuss your farm borrowing needs.

Proudly Serving
Pork Producers and
Agri-Business in
Jo Daviess County
and Southwest
Wisconsin

Register
to

win a $50
gift

certificat
e toward

the purch
ase of

fine pork

products
!*

* Everyone is eligible to win; no purchase necessary. Drawing will be held on October 31, 2024
460577

Area schools 
earn FHN Miles 

and Minutes cash
 Nine area schools received checks from FHN this 

fall thanks to their dedicated fans who counted their 
exercise minutes through the summer with FHN’s 
Miles and Minutes program. In the average miles per 
participant category, Pearl City schools took first place 
with 310.88 miles per participant and received $2000. 
Lena-Winslow schools took second with 255.30 miles 
per participant and received $1000.

 Together, exercisers logged enough activity (for 
the contest, miles were normalized to help ensure a 
more level playing field for schools of all sizes) to 
equate to 177,738.5 miles. FHN’s Miles and Minutes 
encouraged participants to be active and log various 
types of physical activity to win prize money for the 
school of their choice.

 Schools that did not win a prize in the two main 
categories were eligible for Sweepstakes prizes. 
This year’s winners are Warren ($500), River Ridge 
($400), Eastland ($300). The free program had 283 
participants who logged all types of exercise from 
May 27 through Aug. 25.

Winners in the Northwest Illinois 
Daily Drawing for September

 The Northwest Illinois 
Daily announces the Sep-
tember winners.  The Daily 
Drawing is a drawing for 
366 daily cash prizes from 
Oct. 1, 2023, to Sept. 30, 
2024, to those donating for a 
ticket. Over $21,000 is paid 
out to ticket holders during 
the drawing year. Cash priz-
es vary between $50 and 
$250. A ticket may win mul-
tiple times as each ticket re-
mains in the drawing each 
day for the entire year, no 
matter how often it may be 
drawn.

 Sponsoring organizations 
from Jo Daviess, Carroll & 
Stephenson County include: 
Caring Community of Eliz-
abeth, East Dubuque Music 
Boosters, Eastland Music 
Boosters, Galena Key Club, 
Hanover Alumni Associa-

tion, Hanover Chamber of 
Commerce, Lena-Winslow 
Education Foundation, Mid-
west Medical Center Auxil-
iary Foundation, Pearl City 
Athletic Boosters, Philan-
thropic Educational Orga-
nization-Chapter OH, River 
Ridge Drama Club, Scales 
Mound Travelers, Stewards 
of the Upper Mississip-
pi River Refuge, Stockton 
Girls Sports, Warren Athlet-
ic Boosters and West Carroll 
Sports Boosters.

The September 2024 win-
ners are:

$50 – Jacob Soppe, Ben-
ton, WI

$150 – Missy Roe, Eliza-
beth

$50 – Sara Wentz, Benton, 
WI

$50 – Eric Runkle, Pearl 

City
$50 – Ruth Montgomery, 

Galena
$50 – Brenda Ferrell, Ha-

nover
$50 – Cathy Johnson, Las 

Vegas, NV
$50 – Duane Tessendorf, 

Lena
$50 – Sharon Bianchetta, 

Geneseo
$50 – Debra Jordan, Free-

port
$150 – Dan Davis, Scales 

Mound
$50 – Judy Williams, Eliz-

abeth
$50 – Kim Falk, Savanna
$50 – Steven Joh, Madi-

son, WI
$50 – B’Ann Dittmar, Ga-

lena
$50 – Kim Falk, Savanna
$50 – Rachel Dyson, War-

ren

$50 – Karen Sperber, 
Chippewa Falls, WI

$50 – Joann Blair, Pekin
$50 – Alex Burrows, Or-

egon
$50 –Brian Greene, Free-

port
$50 – Marjorie Mapes, 

Stockton
$50 – Carey Wolff, War-

ren
$50 – Jeanette Grindey, 

Lena
$50 – Robyn Jackson, 

East Dubuque
$50 – Charlie Petsche, 

Stockton
$50 – John Rosenthal, Ga-

lena
$50 – Joe Reifsteck, Ster-

ling
$50 – Hanover Fire De-

partment
$50 – Jody Stortzum, Ha-

zel Green, WI
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202 W. Main Street
Warren, IL

815-745-2148

204 Samuelson Dr.
Orangeville, IL
815-789-3366

Good Luck
EPC Wildcats!

460695

460789

815-369-4225 
240 W. Main St., Suite A, Lena, IL 61048

www.radersinsurance.com

Good Luck
EPC Wildcats

Stockton
Auto Supply

Good Luck 

EPC Wildcats!

Highway 20
Stockton, IL

815-947-3216

443859

Stacey Block
202 S. Schuyler

PO Box 669

Lena, IL 614048-0669

www.countryfinancial.com/stacey.block

stacey.block@countryfinancial.com

(815)369-4581

461025

Good Luck
EPC Wildcats!

Bowen oil
Company

and

BoCo
mini-marts

Good Luck EPC Wildcats!

424982

OFFENHEISER 
SCHWARZ 

FUNERAL HOME

Good Luck EPC Wildcats!
424962

815-443-2212

301 W. Pearl Rd., Pearl City, IL • 815-443-9944

461610

Good Luck EPC Wildcats!

Good Luck EPC Wildcats!
Kempel Urish 

Construction, Inc.

Tony • 815-541-0570
Jamie • 815-541-0272

461611

404370

Represented by
WIRTJES AGENCY

Luke Glendenning • 815-864-2761
Home Guard & Farm Insurance

Good Luck EPC Wildcats

Brinkmeier’s PlumBing

good luck Teams!

Plumbing • Pump Sales & Service
Digging Service

207 S. Main Street
Pearl City, IL 61062

815-443-2323
Lic. #055-000749

404376

PEARL CITY
SEAMLESS GUTTERS INC.

815-291-6449

462053

Good Luck 
EPC Wildcats!

Good Luck EPC Wildcats! 404372

EPC Wildcats - Good Luck 
On Your Homecoming!

The Shopper’s Guide
815-369-4112

404371
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Concerns about toddler milk
Childhood is a time of rapid 

growth and development. For 
optimal development, it is 
critical to ensure your children 
get the right nutrients vitamins, 
and minerals that their bodies 
require at each stage of their 
development. 

The American Association 
of Pediatricians (AAP) 
recommends that babies 
younger than 12 months drink 
breast milk (or infant formula 
if unable to breastfeed). Infant 
formulas are required to meet 
nutritional requirements as a 
sole liquid source of nutrition 
for infants through the first 
12 months of life. All infant 
formulas sold in the United 
States, therefore, whether 
manufactured in the United 
States or imported, must meet 
the requirements of the Infant 
Formula Act.

Toddler milk is a powdered 
drink made primarily of 

powdered milk, vegetable oil, 
and sweeteners. It is located 
in the same aisles as infant 
formulas and is marketed for 
toddlers (12–36 months) as 
the “next step” after infant 
formula. Of great concern 
is the fact that, unlike infant 
formulas, there are no US 
national standards set for either 
the composition or definition 
of formulas for children older 
than 12 months. This means 
that any health or “expert-
recommended” claims on their 
packaging are not required 
to be based on scientific 
evidence. They are not 

mandated to be reviewed or 
approved by the FDA, either. 

False, unfair, and deceptive 
marketing practices by 
manufacturers of toddler milk 
includes labels that promise, 
numerous nutrition-related 
and child development 
claims, such as “an essential 
nutritional tool for your 
child’s development” or 
“improved immune function” 
or “DHA and iron to help 
support brain development,” 
or “probiotics to help support 
digestive health.” Although 
none of these claims are 
supported by any scientific 
research, these labels and 
a seventeen million dollars 
per year marketing budget 
have proven quite successful 
in misleading caregivers to 
believe that toddler milk 
provides more benefits than 
cow’s milk for their child’s 
nutrition and development. 

This has also resulted in the 
continuing exponential growth 
in the lucrative “toddler milk” 
industry. 

Compounding the problem, 
manufacturers also label these 
beverages in a similar way to 
the regulated infant formulas. 
Research conducted by the 
National Institute for Health 
and the AAP documented 
that this labeling confused 
some parents, leading them to 
purchase and feed their infants 
toddler’s milk instead of infant 
formula. 

Toddler milk is expensive, 
and you are not really getting 
any additional benefit that 
makes it worth the cost. In 
fact, not only are they lacking 
nutrients, but they also have a 
higher sodium, fat, and sugar 
content, and lower protein 
content than cow’s milk. 

In addition, the AAP 
recommends that children 

under 2 years of age should not 
consume any added sugar. We 
already know that excess sugar 
can wreak havoc on their oral 
health, but early childhood is 
a time when taste preferences 
develop. Sweetened beverages, 
such as toddler milk, 
contribute to conditioned 
preferences for sweet drinks 
and food over plain drinks 
and less-sweet foods. This 
contributes to oral disease, 
obesity, and the development 
of diabetes.

The goal is to ensure your 
child consumes a balanced diet 
that sets them up for a healthy 
life.  After age one, growing 
children thrive on a balanced 
diet that includes fruits, 
vegetables, whole grains, 
and lean protein. Pasteurized, 
whole cow’s milk provides 
the vitamins and minerals your 
children require to grow into 
healthy, strong adults. That 

makes it not only a more 
nutritionally sound choice, 
but a less expensive choice as 
well.

As nutritious as milk is, 
keep in mind that the AAP 
recommends you limit cow’s 
milk to 1 and 2/3 to 2 cups (17 
ounces) per day for toddlers 
up to 2 years of age. Drinking 
too much milk can make your 
child too full to eat nutrient-
rich foods during mealtimes. 
Consuming too much milk 
and not enough fiber can cause 
gastrointestinal discomfort 
and constipation in toddlers. 
Too much milk can also lead 
to iron-deficiency anemia 
and/or excessive weight gain. 
Encourage your children 
to sip water in lieu of other 
beverages. Fluoridated tap 
water will help keep your 
child’s body hydrated and their 
mouth moist, clean, and more 
resistant to oral disease.

Knights - Good Luck 
On Your Homecoming!

The Scoop Today
815-369-4112

460947

Good Luck Knights on your Homecoming 404368

462051

327 North Avenue
Scales Mound, IL
815-845-2691

Good Luck
Knights!

Davis lumber company

Good Luck 
Knights

224 S. Railroad
Scales Mound, IL • 815-845-2262

404522

T H E

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions... Meeting Local Needs

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions... Meeting Local Needs

Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL • Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL • Hanover, IL • Hazel Green, WI
Darlington, WI • Galena, IL – First Community Bank

AppleRiverStateBank.com

Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL • Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL • Hanover, IL • Hazel Green, WI
Darlington, WI • Galena, IL – First Community Bank

AppleRiverStateBank.com

444105

Good Luck kniGhts at your 
homecominG!

IN*CI*DENTAL*LY

By
Dr. Stephen 
petraS 
Illinois Licensed 
General Dentist

Illinois’
business

is YOUR
business 44

77
35

Brought to you by Rock Valley Publishing and the Illinois Press Association

To know more, read public notices 
in today’s newspaper or go to
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who have sent a donation to 
help underwrite the Scoop 

Today/Shopper’s Guide. For 
those of you who haven’t 

done so in the past year, but 
enjoy this newspaper and 

would like to help us pay for 
its operation, please send a 
donation in any amount to:

c/oRock Valley Publishing, 1102 Ann St., Delavan, WI 53115
If you thInk youR nEWSPAPER IS WoRth

50¢ an issue, it would be $26.00; 75¢ an issue - $39.00 
or $1 an issue - $52.00

You won’t get a Scoop/Shopper’s Guide tote bag, an Apple gift card, or a 
discount on an extended car warranty. But you will get the satisfaction of 

knowing that you have helped support your favorite newspaper.

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

Phone______________________________

__ Please keep my
     paper coming: 453719

the Scoop Today Shopper’s Guide
READERS

Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE, rvpnews.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

392651

submitted photo Rock Valley Publishing

 Water levels on the Mississippi River declined in recent months due to a lack of rainfall and reduced flow from adjoining rivers such as the 
Ohio and Illinois (pictured). The barge industry responded by reducing tonnage on barge shipments by 20-25 percent in recent weeks.

By Daniel Grant
FarmWeek

The U.S. agriculture sector 
is facing a familiar issue as it 
begins to either store or ship 
crops coming out fields this 
harvest.

A recent run of dry con-
ditions in the Midwest, par-
ticularly in the eastern Corn 
Belt, caused water levels on 
the Mississippi River and key 
tributaries to decline since 
July. Barge companies sub-
sequently reduced tonnage on 
recent shipments.

“It’s quite remarkable 
we’re back in this situation, 
this unfortunate three-peat 
we’re experiencing,” Mike 
Steenhoek, executive direc-
tor of the Soy Transportation 
Coalition, told the RFD Radio 
Network. “We had low water 
levels in 2022 and 2023.”

River levels returned to 
more normal readings the first 
half of this year, but things 
began to change in July as the 
weather pattern dried out in 
key areas.

Large portions of Illinois 
and Indiana were rated ab-
normally dry with southern 
portions of the two states in 
moderate drought as of Sept. 
11, ahead of expected pre-
cipitation from the remnants 
of Hurricane Francine, while 
much of Ohio was in severe 
to extreme drought, according 
to the U.S. Drought Monitor.

“A lot of the Midwest had 
been much better this year 
(in terms of precipitation),” 
Steenhoek said. “It really is 
a lesson that you can have an 
adequate amount of precipi-
tation during the year but all 
of a sudden when the spigot 
turns off starting in July, it 
doesn’t take much for (river) 
water levels to drop.”

Mississippi River levels 
were about 2.5 feet higher 
compared to the historically 
low water event last year in 

Concerns of low river levels rise into harvest

Memphis and 5 feet higher in 
St. Louis, but still below nor-
mal as of the second week of 
September. The situation has 
already affected barge freight.

“We’re seeing barge com-
panies have to respond once 
again by light-loading barg-
es and limiting the number 
of barges attached as a unit,” 
said Steenhoek, who estimat-
ed barge tonnage has been re-
duced 20-25 percent in recent 
weeks. “That’s a real concern 
as we proceed further into 
harvest.”

The situation isn’t limited 
to the U.S. this season. Low 
water levels on the Ama-
zon River network in South 
America are also limiting 
shipments of grain and oil-
seeds in some areas due to a 
historic drought there.

In the U.S., remnants of 
Hurricane Francine were ex-
pected to provide some relief, 
with parts of southern Illinois 
expected to receive 1-3 inch-
es of rain through the week-
end, Freese-Notis Weather 
Meteorologist Paul Otto told 
RFD.

Harvest under way in 
select areas

The recent run of dry con-
ditions, prior to the arrival of 
Francine, allowed some farm-
ers to begin harvest the first 
two weeks of September.

“The dust is flying,” said 
Ken Taake, FarmWeek crop 
watcher from Pulaski County. 
“Harvest is ramping up with 
both soybeans and corn.”

See concernS, Page 16
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Service 
Corner

The Scoop Today 
& Shopper’s Guide

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

Nick Judge • 815-990-8937
www.sixpointservices.com

Residential and 
Commercial

Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning

Window Washing
Holiday Lighting

Fully insured
413671

462264

385630

240 W. Main St., Suite C • Lena, IL
Call for a quote • 815-369-4747

PRICE • COVERAGE • SERVICE

Gretchen
Rackow

Joe
Werhane

• Auto • Motorcycle • Boat • 

• Snowmobile • RV •

• Home • Renters • 

• Condo • Rented Dwelling •  

• Mobile Home •

• Business • Farm • Life • 

www.bussianinsurance.com

10240 N. Old Mill Rd.
McConnell, IL 61050

815-541-3348
heidrepair@yahoo.com

Snowblowers are HERE!
Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

462202

PRE-SEASON
     SAVINGS
         NOW
            THROUGH
                  OCT. 31

Fall Clearance 
on remaining 

in-stock mower 
inventory.

(Formerly Wybourn Construction)

Cell: 608-558-1095
Lena, IL

bobwybourn@gmail.com
• Windows•Doors•Kitchens

•Bathrooms•Decks
No Job Too Small To Appreciate!

407366

PEARL CITY SEAMLESS 
GUTTERS INC.

815-291-6449

5” & 6” Seamless 
Gutters & Gutter Guards Available. 

Multi-color, Color Match.
Owner Operated

423071

Illinois farmers harvested 
1 percent of soybeans and 2 
percent of the corn crop as of 
Sept. 9, both 1 point ahead of 
the average pace, according 
to the National Agricultural 
Statistics Service Illinois field 
office.

Most of the initial field ac-
tivity is taking place in south-
ern Illinois while some crops 
to the north are still weeks 
away from maturation.

Overall, the crops continue 

to progress quickly with 40 
percent of corn rated mature 
and 35 percent of soybeans 
dropping leaves statewide as 
of Sept. 9, which was 16 and 
24 points ahead of the average 
pace, respectively.

This story was distributed 
through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Asso-
ciation. For more food and 
farming news, visit FarmWee-
kNow.com.

•	Concerns		 (Continued from page 15)

State Supreme Court hears arguments in Jussie Smollett’s effort to overturn conviction
Actor was 
convicted of 
disorderly conduct 
for falsifying a 
hate crime in 2019
By Jerry Nowicki
Capitol News illiNois

The Illinois Supreme 
Court recently heard argu-
ments in actor Jussie Smol-
lett’s appeal to overturn his 
conviction on disorderly 
conduct charges for falsify-
ing a hate crime.

Smollett, who was an ac-

tor on the TV show “Em-
pire,” was improperly 
charged with the same crime 
twice, his legal team argued. 
The trial court was also “in-
fluenced by improper aggra-
vating factors” when he was 
sentenced to jail, a $25,000 
fine and to pay more than 
$120,000 in restitution for 
overtime expenses incurred 
by the Chicago Police De-
partment, his team argued in 
the filing.

In early 2019, Smollett 
made what turned out to be 
a false police report alleging 
that he’d been violently at-

tacked by two men in down-
town Chicago. The men 
allegedly punched him and 
yelled homophobic slurs, 
put a noose around his neck 
and told Smollett, “This is 
MAGA country,” a refer-
ence to then-President Don-
ald Trump’s “Make America 
Great Again” slogan.

A month later, prosecutors 
charged Smollett with 16 
counts of disorderly conduct 
for putting on the hoax with 
a pair of brothers he’d paid 
to perpetrate the attack.

Cook County State’s 
Attorney Kim Foxx drew 

sharp criticism when her 
office suddenly dropped the 
charges, prompting the in-
volvement of a special pros-
ecutor who filed six new 
disorderly conduct charges 
in 2020. Smollett was con-
victed in 2021 and given a 
150-day jail sentence, which 
has been put on hold as 
Smollett goes through the 
appeals process.

In his appeal, Smollett ar-
gued that he should not have 
been charged again because 
he’d voluntarily forfeited 
his $10,000 bond after his 
arrest and done community 

service—things he claimed 
constituted a non-prosecu-
tion agreement and punish-
ment.

As evidence, Smollett’s 
team pointed to a 2019 court 
filing from Foxx’s office 
that said it would drop the 
charges in part due to “Mr. 
Smollett’s volunteer service 
in the community and agree-
ment to forfeit his bond to 
the City of Chicago.”

That statement was in-
cluded in what’s referred 
to as a nolle prosequi no-
tice that the state was not 
planning to prosecute. The 
state’s attorney’s office said 
it constituted a “just disposi-
tion” of the case and it was 
accepted by a judge.

“In this particular case, 
the deal was not just there 
was an offer made. There 
was an acceptance, there 
was consideration, and it 
was executed,” Nenye Uche, 
Smollett’s lawyer, argued in 
court last week.

Smollett’s lawyers ar-
gue that when he was later 
charged by a special pros-
ecutor, it was in violation 
of the Fifth Amendment’s 
protections against “double 
jeopardy,” or being punished 
for the same crime twice.

But Shawn Wieber, a dep-
uty special prosecutor on 
behalf of the state, coun-
tered that a nolle prosequi 
decision does not “provide 
finality” in a case.

“We’re not running from 
the fact—the state is not 
running from the fact—that 
the nolle pros(equi) is a dis-
missal,” Wieber said. “The 
question is, is it a dismiss-
al with prejudice that pre-
cludes potential future in-
dictment? And the answer is 
‘unequivocally no.’”

Smollett took his case to 
the Supreme Court after an 
appellate court ruled against 
his appeal in a 2-1 decision 
in December, finding the re-
cord did not support Smol-
lett’s claims that the nolle 
prosequi filing precluded 
further prosecution.

Much of the questioning 
from justices focused on the 
implications of what prec-
edent a ruling in favor of 
the state would set. Justice 

Mary Kay O’Brien asked 
how it would affect state’s 
attorneys’ discretion.

“If the same situation 
were to arise somewhere 
else, you’re saying that that 
discretion is going to be up-
ended by the potential for a 
special prosecutor coming 
in, or special prosecution 
being commenced, which 
would, in circumstances like 
this, impede state’s attor-
neys from exercising their 
discretion?” she asked.

Wieber said the precedent 
for ruling that the state has 
the authority to bring anoth-
er prosecution dates back to 
1985. He added it’s because 
Smollett was not found 
guilty or sentenced for any 
offense.

“It’s been 2,058 days 
since the underlying inci-
dent. I would respectfully 
suggest that this case must 
end,” Wieber told the court. 
“I firmly believe that the 
facts support affirmance. I 
believe the law supports af-
firmance. I believe justice 
and fairness support affir-
mance. And, by the way, 
I think that’s totally fine. 
He doesn’t have anyone to 
blame but himself.”

Wieber said Smollett 
“preyed upon society’s em-
pathy,” seized upon the is-
sues of race and sexuality 
and “blamed it all on his 
perceived opponents.”

But Smollett’s legal team 
made other arguments in 
its court filings as well—
including that the types of 
sentiments shared by Wie-
ber affected the fairness of 
the legal proceedings.

Smollett’s sentencing, 
fine and restitution were all 
excessive because, his legal 
team argued, the “driving 
consideration” was “the sig-
nificant public exposure he 
had attracted by his case.”

Smollett also argued his 
legal team was improperly 
denied access to the gov-
ernment’s interviews of the 
prosecution’s star witness-
es—the two brothers he’d 
allegedly paid to perpetrate 
the attack—and that he was 
improperly ordered to pay 
for police overtime as resti-
tution.
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 help wanted

FIND BARGAINS IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS

 garage sales

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

 real estate

 real estate

 transportation

 for sale

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real 
estate advertising in this newspa-
per is subject to the Fair Housing 
Act which makes it illegal to ad-
vertise any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, disability, famil-
iar/ status or national origin, or an 
intention to make any such prefer-
ence,  limitation or discrimination. 
Familial status includes children 
under the age of 18 living with 
parents or legal custodians, preg-
nant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18. This 
newspaper will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. To com-
plain of discrimination call HUD 
toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The 
toll-free tele phone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-
9275. EQUAL HOUSING OP-
PORTUNITY

Managerial

Auction  Deadline
is Noon Friday! 

Contact Rhonda at
rmarshall@rvpublishing.com 

for information on advertising.

OUTSTANDING JOB OPPORTUNITY!

 warehouse supervisor 
and circulation assistant

Previous newspaper distribution/inserting experience 
preferred but not necessary. We will train the right individual. 

This could be the opportunity you’ve been looking for.
 APPLY NOW! DeLAvAN, Wis. LOcAtiON 

Email: LSweet@RVpublishing.com 
or call to inquire 262-725-7704

We ARe PUBlISheRS Of lOcAl WeeklY NeWSPAPeRS
460863

HELP WANTED

Oak Leaf Plumbing
815-541-5262 www.oakleafhomecompany.com

Oak Leaf Plumbing is 
looking for an Illinois 

State Licensed Plumber.
40-45 pay range, paid 

time off, 40 hrs a week, 
no nights or weekends. 459232

Southern Lakes Newspapers LLC and its affiliated 
companies are looking for a skiLLED OfficE MANAgEr 
to lead and supervise all aspects of our business department 
located in Delavan, Wis. This is a full-time position, minimum 

35 hours, no nights or weekends. You will be in charge 
of managing all day-to-day operations in the business 
department and directly supervising 3-4 employees.

Responsibilities:
• Oversee accounts payable and accounts receivable
• Manage banking accounts
• Quarterly and annual duties for tax filings and census reporting
• 401K and HR administration duties
• Oversee payroll for 3 companies
• Recruiting and training new employees
• Miscellaneous department management duties

Requirements:
• Proficient in QuickBooks
• Bachelor’s degree in business, business management, or other 

related fields
• At least 3 years experience in a management position
• Outstanding leadership abilities
• Excellent written and verbal communication skills

Please submit resume to: kwhittington@rvpublishing.com
459650

FARM FOR SALE                                                  
Peoples Company 

OGLE CO., IL 
New Listing: 38.96 Acres m/l, with 38 m/l tillable 
acres, carrying a PI of 123.1, located on the west 

edge of Byron, IL. Sec. 25 of Byron Township. 
DOUGLAS YEGGE �  563�320�9900   IL LIC   471.003585                                            

ALAN MCNEIL � 563�321�1125  IL LIC 475.170074     
700 6th Ave., DeWitt, IA 52742 

Peoplescompany.com                                                                   461624

 for rent
Apartments

NORTH PRAIRIE 
APARTMENTS - STOCKTON

Managed by CMS Management, LLC

Applications are available in the hallway of 
108 building, across from laundry.

This Institution in an Equal Opportunity Provider.

108 Mathilda Drive, Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-2237
1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Apartments

Laundry Facility On-Site • Appliances Furnished

39
41

58

Other Real Estate

Richmond/Spring 
Grove

3210 E. SOLON RD (Between 
Solon Mills & Spring Grove) 
Oct. 4th Friday, Oct. 5th Saturday 
& Oct. 6th Sunday. 9AM-5PM.  
Multi Family & Friends Fall Sale 
In The Country. Old quilts, Hal-
loween & Xmas, Cook Books, 
Luggage, Swivel Desk Chair, 
Tools, Car Parts, Antiques & 
Collectibles, Men & Women’s 
Clothes, Old Fence for Decor. No 
Early Birds.

Lena
303 S. FREEDOM STREET 
LENA Fri Oct. 4, 8-6 & Sat Oct. 5, 
8-3. Across from Antique Water 
Tower. Cleaning out sale! Structo 
7 pc GE replica pink appliance 
set, old country and misc. LP’s, 

Automobiles
1985 TOYOTA SUPRA Original 
owner, California car, 172,000 
miles.  Evansville $8,000 OBO.  
608-322-2483

Sports/Classic 
Cars

1952 CHEVY PICKUP Solid Ne-
vada truck, runs great. $19,750. 
(262) 949-6997.

Trucks & Trailers
1999 EAST FLATBED TRAILER 
Spread Axle,  L 45 ft’ x 96” W, lo-
cated in Darien, WI. $8,500 847-
826-8570.

Vans, Mini Vans
2010 FORD E350 WORK VAN 
Runs & Rides Excellent. New 
motor & trans 100k mi. $6,500. 
OBO. Call 779-702-3203.

cookie jars, old coffee pots, wine 
racks, wine decor, vintage table 
w/4 chairs, 2 door vintage small 
buffet, end tables, round pedas-
tal wood table, Hull, Haeger, Red 
Wing, McCoy vases, picnic bas-
kets, embroidered items, sewing 
material, bedding, table cloths, 
towels, recipe books, Halloween 
costumes all sizes, Eagles stat-
ues, White Sox shirts - kids & 
adults, Packer clothes - men’s, 
women’s & kids. Hoodies all siz-
es, coats, exercise equip., pre-
cious moments, women’s clothes 
all sizes, exc cond., men’s shirts 
all sizes. Tables of clothes 25 
cents per item or fill a bag for 
$1.00, Topper & windows from 
78-79 Bronco.

Pearl City
503 GUSTY TRAIL Living Estate/
Multi Family Sale Oct. 3-5, Thurs. 
3-6, Fri. 8-5 and Sat. 8-noon. Ta-
bles over flowing too much to list. 
New items daily!

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

 for sale

Burial Needs
7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to 
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva, 
WI 53147. This is a private sale. 
Contact Randy, the seller at 
randy@slpublishers.com.

Furniture
MOVING SALE FURNITURE 
All high end, for every room. Like 
new cond. Pet free, smoke free 
home.  Call 779-702-3203.

To Give Away
FREE TREADMILL Pick up only. 
No delivery. 815-369-9979
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PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS

NICHOLAS PAULEY,
    Petitioner,
  v.
SAVANNAH COLLIER,
    Respondent.

Case No: 2024 FA 72
NOTICE BY 

PUBLICATION

YOU, SAVANNAH COL-
LIER, ARE HEREBY NO-
TIFIED that this case has 
commenced in this Court 
and is pending against you 
asking for allocation of pa-
rental responsibilities and 
other relief. UNLESS YOU 
FILE YOUR Response 
or otherwise file your Ap-
pearance in this case in the 
office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit of the 15th Judicial 
Circuit, Stephenson Coun-
ty, Illinois at 15 N Galena 
Ave Ste 2 2nd floor, Free-
port, IL 61032 before Fri-
day, November 1, 2024, or 
appear in person in Court-
room 2 of the Stephenson 
County Courthouse at 15 
N Galena Ave Ste 2 2nd 
floor, Freeport, IL 61032 
on Friday, November 1, 
2024, or via Zoom, Meet-
ing ID# 884 9664 9272. If 
you cannot log on through 
a computer or smart phone, 

please dial any of the num-
bers below from a phone: 
(312) 626-6799, (646) 
558-8656, or (346) 248-
7799. A JUDGMENT BY 
DEFAULT MAY BE TAK-
EN AGAINST YOU FOR 
THE RELIEF ASKED IN 
THIS COMPLAINT. Pre-
pared by: Brooke Zamora, 
Simmons Law, LLC, One 
Court Place Ste 404, Rock-
ford, IL 61101, (815) 570-
9662, brooke.zamora@
simmonslaw.org. 

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 
Oct. 2, 9 & 16, 2024)

461884

LIEN SALE

The following self-stor-
age Cube contents contain-
ing household and other 
goods will be sold for cash 
by CubeSmart Asset Man-
agement, LLL as Agent 
for Owner #4409, 555 W. 
South Street, Freeport, Il-
linois 61032 to satisfy a 
lien on October 17,2024  
at approx. 1:00 PM at  
www.storagetreasures.com  
Cube 1002 Sunny Brock-
man; Cube 1163 Samantha 
Dicostanzo; Cube 1297 
Sherman Dean

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

Oct. 2 & 9, 2024)
461615

LEGAL NOTICES

From Lena’s Kitchen

 October is here, and we 
still have warm weather.  
Leaves have begun to fall 
from trees and fall marches 
on.  This week we have some 
fall recipes for you to try.  En-
joy cooking this week.

Baked Sausage Corn 
Dip

 You can make this ahead of 
time and freeze it.  It is a spicy 
corn dip that is a hit for those 
who like a lot of zing in their 
appetizer.  Use regular pork 
sausage and cut down on the 
peppers to make it milder.

1 lb. spicy pork sausage
2 cans (18½ oz.) whole ker-

nel corn, drained
½ C. finely chopped red 

pepper

1 C. finely chopped seeded 
jalapeño pepper

6 green onions chopped
1 C. mayonnaise
½ C. grated parmesan 

cheese
1½ t. chili powder
1 garlic clove, minced
3 C. shredded monterey 

jack cheese
Tortilla chips
 Preheat the oven to 350.  

In a large skillet, cook sau-
sage over medium heat until 
cooked through, 6 to 8 min-
utes, breaking into crumbles; 
drain.  In a large bowl, com-
bine cooked sausage and corn, 
red pepper, jalapeño peppers, 
green onions, mayo, parme-
san, chili powder, garlic, and 
monterey jack.  Transfer to 
an ungreased 9x13 pan.  Bake 
until heated through, 30 to 35 
minutes.  Serve warm with 
tortilla chips.  

 Freeze option:  Freeze 
unbaked sausage mixture in 
freezer containers.  To use, 
partially thaw in refrigerator 
overnight.  Bake as directed 
in recipe, increasing time as 
necessary for dip to be heated 
through.

Brussels Sprouts 
Slaw

 A different kind of slaw, 
this uses Brussels sprouts and 
apples with a sweet and sour 
dressing.

6 slices bacon
1 tart apple, peeled, cored, 

chopped
2 green onions, chopped
1 T. packed brown sugar
2 t. Dijon mustard
3 T. white wine vinegar
1 T. apple juice
¼ t. salt
¼ t. pepper
1/3 C. olive oil
6 C. brussels sprouts
1 red onion, thinly sliced
 Coat nonstick skillet with 

cooking spray; over medi-
um-high heat, cook bacon, 
flipping once until crisp, 3 to 
4 minutes per side until crisp.  
Drain on paper towels.  Let 
cool; chop into small pieces.  
In blender, puree the apple, 
onion, brown sugar, mustard, 
vinegar, apple juice, salt, and 
pepper; gradually stream in 
oil until smooth.  Transfer 
to a large bowl; add brussels 
sprouts and onion.  Toss gen-
tly until evenly coated.  Serve 
immediately or cover and chill 
until ready to serve.  Garnish 
with bacon before serving.

Cabbage Barley Soup
 This soup is a good one for a 

cool fall night.  It has lentils for 
body and uses V-8 Juice and is 
a great way to use up extra cab-
bage.

1 C. dried brown lentils, 
rinsed

½ C. medium pearl barley
3 medium carrots, chopped
2 celery ribs, chopped
½  t. poultry seasoning
¼ t. pepper
1 bottle (46 oz.) V-8 Juice
4 C. water
8 C. shredded cabbage
½ lb. sliced fresh mushrooms
¾ t. salt
 Place the lentils, barley, 

carrots, celery, poultry season-
ing, pepper, and V-8 Juice in a 
6-qt. slow cooker that has been 
sprayed with cooking spray.  
Add cabbage.  Cook, covered 
on low until lentils are tender, 6 
to 8 hours.  Add mushrooms and 

salt and cook another 20 min-
utes until mushrooms are tender.

Parmesan-Crusted 
Pork Chops

October is Pork Month so 
this recipe is one of several we 
will feature during the month of 
October.

1 egg
1 T. water
¼ C. Italian style bread-

crumbs
1/3 C. grated Parmesan 

cheese
4 boneless pork loin chops, 

¾ inch thick
1 T. olive oil
 Heat oven to 400.  Line a 

15x10x1 inch pan with foil;  
place cooling rack in pan.  In a 
shallow bowl, beat egg and wa-
ter with fork or whisk.  In an-
other shallow bowl, stir bread-
crumbs and parmesan cheese 
until well blended.  Dip each 
pork chop into egg mixture; 
coat with bread crumb mixture.  
In a nonstick skillet, heat oil 
over medium-high heat.  Add 
pork chops; cook 1 to 2 min-
utes, turning once, until golden 
brown.  Place pork chops in 
pan.  Bake 13 to 18 minutes or 
until pork is no longer pink in 
center and meat thermometer 
inserted in center reads 145.

Chicken Poppy Seed 
and Rice Casserole
I have made poppy seed 

chicken casseroles in the past, 
but I have never seen a recipe 
with a starch and a vegetable.  
Everything you need for a full 
dinner is in this casserole.  Us-
ing rotisserie chicken makes it 
easy to prepare.  If you don’t 
have fresh thyme, use 3 T. dried 
thyme.

¼ C. unsalted butter
1¼ C. chopped red onion
4 cloves garlic, minced
½ C. flour
3 C. chicken broth
1½ (8 oz.) cream cheese, soft-

ened
1 ½ t. poppy seeds
1½ T. chopped fresh thyme
1½ T. Dijon mustard
2¼ t. salt
1½ t. packed lemon zest
¼ t. pepper

4½ C. shredded cooked 
chicken

4½ C. cooked long grain 
white rice

3 C. small broccoli florets
2 C. crushed butter crackers
2 T. unsalted butter, melted
 Preheat the oven to 350.  

spray a 9x13 baking dish with 
cooking spray.  In a large Dutch 
oven, melt butter over medi-
um heat.  Add onion and gar-
lic; cook, stirring occasionally, 
until tender. about 5 minutes.  
Whisk in flour; cook, whisk-
ing in broth; bring to a boil.  
Reduce heat to medium-low; 
cook; whisking constantly, un-
til thickened, about 2 minutes.  
Remove from heat, whisk in 
cream cheese, poppy seeds, 
thyme, mustard, salt, lemon zest 
and pepper until smooth.  Stir 
in chicken, rice, and broccoli, 
transfer to prepared pan.  In a 
small bowl, stir together crack-
ers and melted butter, sprinkle 
onto chicken mixture.  Bake 
until golden brown and bubbly, 
25 to 30 minutes, covering with 
foil to prevent excess browning 
if necessary.  Let stand 10 min-
utes before serving.

Caramel Apple 
Blondies

 These are not your tradition-
al apple bars.  The caramel chips 
add the flavor of a caramel apple 
with pecans.  Enjoy these fall 
treats.

1¼ C. unsalted butter, melted 
and cooled slightly

1¼ C. firmly packed brown 
sugar

2/3 C. sugar
2 eggs, room temperature
2 t. vanilla
2½ C. flour
1½ t. baking powder
1 t. salt
1¼ C. peeled Granny Smith 

apples, about 1 medium apple
2/3 C. plus ¼ C. caramel bits, 

divided
½ C. finely chopped pecans
1 T. heavy whipping cream
 Preheat oven to 350.  Lightly 

spray a 9x13 baking sheet with 
baking spray with flour.  Line 
pan with parchment paper, let-
ting excess extend over long 
sides of pan.  In a large bowl, 
whisk together melted butter, 

sugars, eggs and vanilla until 
combined.  In a medium bowl, 
whisk together flour, baking 
powder, and salt.  Add flour 
mixture to batter mixture, and 
fold until almost completely 
combined.  Add apples, 2/3 
C. caramel bits, and pecans; 
fold until combined and no dry 
streaks remain.  Spread batter in 
prepared pan in an even layer.

 Bake until firm to the touch 
and top is golden, about 40 min-
utes.  Let cool in pan for at least 
20 minutes.  Using excess parch-
ment as handles, remove from 
pan, and let cool completely on 
a wire rack.  In a small micro-
wave safe bowl, combine cream 
and remaining ¼ C. of caramel 
bits.  Heat on high in 30-sec-
ond intervals, stirring between 
each, until caramel is melted, 
and mixture is fully combined.  
Drizzle over blondies.  Store in 
an airtight container for up to 3 
days.

Oreo Dump Cake
 This easy chocolate dessert is 

a great ending to any meal.  For 
chocolate lovers, this dessert is a 
real treat.

24 Oreo cookies
1 can (14 oz.) sweetened con-

densed milk
¾ C. semisweet chocolate 

chips
2 pkg. chocolate fudge cake 

mix
¾ C. cold butter, cubed
Whipped cream and choco-

late sauce
 Preheat oven to 350.  Lay-

er Oreo cookies over bottom 
of a greased 9x13 baking dish.  
Spread sweetened condensed 
milk over cookies.  Spread 
whipped topping over top; 
sprinkle with chocolate chips.  
Sprinkle with cake mix; top with 
butter.  Bake until filling is bub-
bly, and top is golden brown, 40 
to 45 minutes.  Serve warm with 
chocolate sauce and whipped 
cream.

Final Thoughts
 September went by fast, and 

October is here.  The River Ridge 
Craft Fair is fast approaching.  It 
is one of my favorites.  I visit-
ed an apple orchard last week.  
People were buying apple cider 
donuts like mad.  I also got some 
beautiful mums from the Amish 
north of Warren.  It is fun to see 
all the pumpkins and fall squash 
available.  Football and volley-
ball games continue, and golf 
is winding down.  Have a good 
week of enjoying fall activities.

 We will be looking for some 
good squash and apple recipes, 
so send some favorites our way.  
We also will be looking for some 
pork recipes as well as some 
soup recipes.  If you find some 
recipes to share, you can contact 
us by email at scoopshopper@
rvpublishing.com or by mail 
at From Lena’s Kitchens, The 
Shopper’s Guide at Rock Valley 
Publishing, 1102 Ann St., Dela-
van, WI 53115.  Have a great 
week.

The not so skinny cook
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 Youth from 30 teams across 
Illinois demonstrated their 
learning, celebrated their ac-
complishments, and interacted 
with others who share an inter-
est in robotics at the 2024 4-H 
Robotics Competition held 
at the Interstate Center on the 
McLean County Fairgrounds.

 The competition theme 
this year tasked youth with 
thinking about a world of nev-
er-ending technological ad-
vancements through the lens 
of AgTech.

 “From the foods that we 
eat, to the clothes that we 
wear, Agriculture plays both 
the lead, and several support-
ing roles in this theater. With 
the threat of drought, global 
disasters and worldwide food 
shortages, AgTech may be the 
hero mankind has been wait-
ing for,” says University of 
Illinois Extension 4-H youth 
development specialist Keith 
Jacobs. “It will be this gener-
ation of youth minds that will 
be charged with saving our 
civilization and innovating the 
changes we hope to see for our 
agricultural future and that’s 
what we’re challenging youth 

to bring to this competition.” 
 Stephenson County’s 4-H 

Robotics Club had a team of 
9 youths that spent Thursday 
nights from January through 
April planning, building, cod-
ing, and laying out their runs 
for their robots so that they 
could be ready for this com-
petition. Coaches, Ryan and 
Nikki Keltner helped guide the 
team with problem-solving & 
team building activities to help 
them be a united front when 
competition time came. “The 
team had a great time building 
and programming robots to 
perform the tasks on the agri-
culture-themed mission list,” 
says Nikki Keltner, 4-H Volun-
teer and Robotics Co-Coach. 
“The kids grew together as a 
team, learning how to work 
together and solve problems as 
a group.
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Daws  MEMORIALS
MONUMENT SALES

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • ESTABLISHED IN 1991

LOTS OF GRANITE IN STOCK
6-8 Weeks From Start To Finish

And Placed In Cemetery
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Bruce Does It All! Sales & Service
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207 LEET STREET, LENA, ILLINOIS

- -

 Pictured right: Mae 
Cifonie, Colson Lamm, 
Grant Marvin, Dylan Bren-
nan, Jace Forth, and Clay 
Headlee participate in the 
2024 4-H Robotics Compe-
tition.

Youth robotics competition revolves 
around work of ag scientists, engineers

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing
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69.99ea

Wild Caught, 5 oz
COD LOIN 
FILLETS 
Frozen, 10 lb box

39.99ea
Sullivan’s Signature 
BRATS OR 
SAUSAGES 
Select Varieties, 9-10 lb box

ONE DAY ONLY!

2.29lb

US Grade A
BONELESS CHICKEN 
BREAST Family Pack

ONE DAY ONLY!

89¢lb
US Grade A
CHICKEN 
DRUMSTICKS 
Family Pack

ONE DAY ONLY!

1.29lb

US Grade A
CHICKEN
THIGHS
Family Pack

ONE DAY ONLY!

2.29lb

US Grade A
CHICKEN
WINGS
Family Pack

ONE DAY ONLY!

ONE DAY ONLY!

14.99ea

Shullsburg
SLICED
AMERICAN CHEESE 
5 lb block

ONE DAY ONLY!

 MELTS
PERFECT

ON A
BURGER!

4.49lb

Meat Masters State Champion 

BONELESS
SMOKED HAM

ONE DAY ONLY!

“PERFECT 

FOR THAT 

HOLIDAY OR

FOOTBALL
PARTY!”

3.99lb

Meat Masters State Champion
FULLY COOKED 
SMOKED BONELESS 
PORK LOIN Regular or Garlic

ONE DAY ONLY!

“AMAZING 

SMOKED PORK 

CHOPS!”
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US Grade A
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Chuckwagon
FROZEN
CORN DOGS 
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Restaurant Grade
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ONE DAY ONLY!

HUGE
BAG!
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GIant, Wild Caught
FROZEN LOBSTER 
TAILS 
16 oz

ONE DAY ONLY!

DON’T
FORGET

THE
STEAKS!

STOCK UP
FOR THE
HOLIDAYS

NOW!
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Wholey
COOKED SHRIMP 
RING WITH SAUCE
16 oz

ONE DAY ONLY!
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US Gov’t Inspected
BABY BACK 
PORK RIBS

Sullivan’s Signature
BREAKFAST 
SAUSAGE PATTIES 16.99eaFrozen, 5 lb box

15.99lb

USDA Choice
WHOLE
BEEF TENDERLOIN

ONE DAY ONLY!

Certified Angus Beef ® brand

BONELESS 
BOTTOM 
ROUND

RUMP ROAST

3.99lb

Certified Angus Beef ® brand

BONELESS 
SIRLOIN

TIP ROAST

4.29lb

ONE DAY ONLY! ONE DAY ONLY! ONE DAY ONLY!

49.99ea

Sullivan’s Signature
QUARTER POUND 
BEEF HOT DOGS 
10 lb box 3.49lb

Fresh
80% LEAN
GROUND BEEF 
8-10 lb Pkg26.99ea

Sullivan’s Signature 1/3 lb or 1/4 lb
GROUND BEEF 
PATTIES
5 lb box

ONE DAY ONLY!

STOCK UP

FOR FOOTBALL

SEASON!

ONE DAY ONLY! ONE DAY ONLY!

USDA Choice
WHOLE 
BONELESS BEEF 5.69lbTOP SIRLOIN

ONE DAY ONLY!

 

2.49lb 

John Morrell
PREMIUM STACK
PACK BACON
3 lb 

 8.88ea

HOT
DEAL!

Pkg
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BREAST 10.99ea

Chuckwagon
FROZEN
CORN DOGS 
10 lb box 99¢lb

Klondike
BONE-IN SMOKED 
HAM PORTIONS

29.99ea

Wild Caught
ALASKAN
POLLOCK FILLETS 
Frozen, 10 lb box

ONE DAY ONLY!

ONE DAY ONLY! ONE DAY ONLY!ONE DAY ONLY!

6.99ea
Wholey, Farm Raised
PEELED & DEVEINED 
RAW SHRIMP 
Frozen, 16-20 ct, 1 lb bag

ONE DAY ONLY!

7.99ea
Wholey, Farm Raised
PEELED & DEVEINED 
COOKED SHRIMP 
Frozen, 31-40 ct, 1 lb bag

ONE DAY ONLY!

4.99ea
Restaurant Grade
FROZEN FRENCH 
FRIES 
5 lb bag

ONE DAY ONLY!

HUGE
BAG!

24.99ea
GIant, Wild Caught
FROZEN LOBSTER 
TAILS 
16 oz

ONE DAY ONLY!

DON’T
FORGET

THE
STEAKS!

STOCK UP
FOR THE
HOLIDAYS

NOW!

8.99ea
Wholey
COOKED SHRIMP 
RING WITH SAUCE
16 oz

ONE DAY ONLY!

Available at all Sullivans Foods including:  
103 W North Ave, Stockton, 815.947.3318 OPEN 6AM TO 9PM 7 DAYS A WEEK

201 Dodds Dr, Lena, 815.369.2311OPEN 6AM TO 9PM 7 DAYS A WEEK
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES AND CORRECT PRINTING ERRORS

Copyright © 2024 A2 Advertising, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Written permission is required before use. SullivansFoods_082824_PAGE 1

Like and Follow us on www.facebook.com/sullivansfoods | Check us out or order online at www.sullivansfoods.net | We reserve the right to limit quantities and correct printing errors. All items not available at all stores. 
Sullivan’s Foods has hired a company called Telecheck to process all checks written at our stores. Telecheck has set guidelines in place for processing checks.

Telecheck has a $300 limit for check writing with purchases. If you have an order larger than $300, you may need to pay any remaining balance by cash, credit, or debit card.

BI-COLOR
SWEET CORN

12/$4

Certified Angus Beef® brand

BEEF
TENDERLOIN

FILET

9.99

Family Pack
80% LEAN
GROUND 
BEEF
PATTIES

3.99lb

Bush’s Best
BAKED
BEANS
Select Varieties
21.5-28 oz

2/$4

3.99

Blue Bunny
NOVELTIES
Select Varieties
4 ct

LABOR DAY
FESTIVE CAKE
White or
Chocolate Layer
8 inch

7.99

Mitchell Melons
WHOLE
WATERMELON

4.99ea

Niagara
WATER

24 pk/8 oz oz or 
16.9 oz bottles 2/$5

SURF & TURF 
WITH

LOBSTER!

HIGHLIGHTSHIGHLIGHTS

8 oz

FIRE
UP THE

SMOKER!

Frito-Lay
POTATO 
OR PARTY 
SIZE CHIPS
Select Varieties
8.13-18 oz

3/$10
WHEN YOU BUY 3

3.99lb

USDA Choice
WHOLE
BONELESS
BEEF 
BRISKET

1.49lb

US Gov’t Insp
BONE-IN
PORK BUTT
ROAST
Twin Pack

Cake of the Week

Prices Effective: Wednesday, August 28 thru Tuesday, September 3, 2024

GARLIC &
CHEDDAR
BISCUITS
6 ct

2.59

Heinz
KETCHUP
Select Varieties
29.5-38 oz

3.99

Oscar Mayer
MEAT WIENERS
OR SMOKED 
SAUSAGE
Select Varieties
14-16 oz

1.99

3.99lb

Sullivan’s 
Signature
MACARONI 
OR POTATO 
SALAD

Village Hearth
CLASSIC
BUNS
Hamburger 
or Hot Dog
8 ct

2.99

Kingsford
CHARCOAL
or Match Light
BRIQUETTES
12-16 lb

9.99

SullivansFoods_100224_WRAP_pg1

ONE DAY ONLY!

1.77
US Gov’t Inspected
WHOLE BONELESS 
PORK LOINS lb

ONE DAY ONLY!

4.88
USDA Choice
WHOLE BONELESS 
BEEF ARM 
POT ROAST lb

ONE DAY ONLY!

3.99
USDA Choice 

WHOLE BONELESS 
BEEF BRISKET lb

Prices Effective Friday, October 4, 2024 7am - 6pm ONLY
ALL ITEMS WHILE SUPPLIES LAST | NO RAIN CHECKS | NOT AVAILABLE TO ORDER ONLINE

ONE DAY ONLY!

10.99
USDA Choice
WHOLE 
BONELESS 
BEEF RIBEYE lb

ONE DAY ONLY!

7.99
USDA Choice
WHOLE BONELESS 
BEEF NEW YORK 
STRIP lb

GET THAT
SMOKER
ROLLING!

1.49lb
US Gov’t Inspected
BONE-IN
PORK BUTT ROAST 
Twin Pack

ONE DAY ONLY!

STOCK UP
FOR THE 
SMOKER!
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1.39lb

US Grade A
FROZEN TURKEY 
BREAST 10.99ea

Chuckwagon
FROZEN
CORN DOGS 
10 lb box 99¢lb

Klondike
BONE-IN SMOKED 
HAM PORTIONS

29.99ea

Wild Caught
ALASKAN
POLLOCK FILLETS 
Frozen, 10 lb box

ONE DAY ONLY!

ONE DAY ONLY! ONE DAY ONLY!ONE DAY ONLY!

6.99ea
Wholey, Farm Raised
PEELED & DEVEINED 
RAW SHRIMP 
Frozen, 16-20 ct, 1 lb bag

ONE DAY ONLY!

7.99ea
Wholey, Farm Raised
PEELED & DEVEINED 
COOKED SHRIMP 
Frozen, 31-40 ct, 1 lb bag

ONE DAY ONLY!

4.99ea
Restaurant Grade
FROZEN FRENCH 
FRIES 
5 lb bag

ONE DAY ONLY!

HUGE
BAG!

24.99ea
GIant, Wild Caught
FROZEN LOBSTER 
TAILS 
16 oz

ONE DAY ONLY!

DON’T
FORGET

THE
STEAKS!

STOCK UP
FOR THE
HOLIDAYS

NOW!

8.99ea
Wholey
COOKED SHRIMP 
RING WITH SAUCE
16 oz

ONE DAY ONLY!
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