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Warren students welcome in fall	
	 Warren Elementary third graders ushered in fall with several seasonal academ-
ic activities. Students enjoyed a presentation by Mr. and Mrs. Nielsen where they 

learned all about pheasants. Then they traveled to Tom and Sue Janecke’s farm to 
hike, study prairies, pick pumpkins and apples, and make homemade apple cider.  
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Blackhawks split games with Hornets, Pirates
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

	The Stockton Blackhawks 
recently surpassed the 20-
win mark for the 2024 Illinois 
High School Volleyball sea-
son when they beat the West 
Carroll Thunder on Oct. 3.  
That victory also extended the 
Blackhawks’ winning streak 
to 15 games.  

	That winning streak ex-
tended to 16 games when the 
Blackhawks traveled to take 
on the Scales Mound Hor-
nets on Oct. 8.  It was the 
third time these teams faced 
off this year.  Stockton hadn’t 
dropped a single set to the 
Hornets, and they completed 

the season sweep last week. 
	Stockton’s hitters immedi-

ately went to work on putting 
points on the board.  Madalyn 
Mammoser led the team with 
six kills on the night, but a trio 
of Blackhawks were right be-
hind her.  Taylor Haas, Emma 
Eisfeller, and Kacy Wright 
each finished with four kills 
in the victory.  

	Stockton’s ability to pro-
duce form all areas proved 
to be troublesome for Scales 
Mound.  The Blackhawks 
took the opening set by a fi-
nal score of 25-12. The sec-
ond set was the closest Scales 
Mound came to beating the 
Blackhawks in the 2024 regu-

lar season.   The Hornets took 
it down to the wire, but Stock-
ton eventually prevailed, win-
ning 28-26.  

	Kaydra Wright proved to 
be a weapon from the serve 
line as she finished with four 
aces on the night.  Kaydra 
also led the team in assists 
with 12.  Haas racked up nine 
total blocks as she was active 
around the net.  Kacy was 
next up with six total blocks, 
and Katelyn Winters added 
two of her own.  Emily Bro-
shous led the team with 11 
digs.   

	Unfortunately for the 
Blackhawks, all good things 
must come to an end.  Their 

most recent winning streak 
halted at 16-games as Stock-
ton fell 2-1 to the Galena Pi-
rates on Oct. 10.  There is no 
team more fitting than the Pi-
rates to be the ones to end it, 
however.  Galena entered the 
Oct. 10 matchup with a mag-
nificent 24-1 overall record.  
That one loss came in a Sept. 
17 match against none oth-
er than the Stockton Black-
hawks.  

	Galena got their revenge 
this time around, although it 
was one of the more entertain-
ing matchups of the season.  

The Pirates looked to make a 
statement in the opening set, 
and they did just that.  A 25-
13 victory seemed to set the 
tone for the day. 

	Stockton, on their home 
court, made quite the re-
sponse.  The Blackhawks re-
turned the favor by beating 
Galena by the same score of 
25-13 in the second set.  Eve-
ning the series 1-1, things 
were set up for an exciting 
finish between two of the top 
teams in the area. Ultimately, 
it was Galena who came out 
on top.  The Pirates took the 

third and final set by a score 
of 25-19.  

	There was no lack of effort 
from Stockton’s end.  Mam-
moser continued to shine as 
she posted 12 kills.  She also 
had nine digs and eight to-
tal blocks in what as an all-
around performance.  Haas 
also reached double figures in 
kills as she finished with 10.  
Eisfeller added six kills in the 
loss. 

	On Thursday, Oct. 17 the 
Blackhawks return home to 
play host to the Warren War-
riors.
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Your “Main Street Chiropractor”
with over 43 years service to our community

• Palmer Graduate      • Digital X-Ray
• BCBS, Quartz and Medicare Provider

238 W. Main St., Lena • 815-369-4974
Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. –  

8:30 a.m. to Noon, 1:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Wed. – 8:30 a.m. to Noon       Sat. by appointment
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— Dr. Jared Liles —

MOWERY AUTO PARTS

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks

392194

BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!
10% MORE for 

jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mint Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Coins 
Flatware • Diamonds • Sterling
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M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Happy Birthday Pat Brown

We will be celebrating 
with an Open House.

Saturday, Oct. 19
from 1 – 3 p.m.

at
Mulligan’s Bar and Grill

Taco and Nacho bar provided

This lovely lady is turning 80

If you would like 
to send a card:

Pat Brown
C/O Lena Living Center
1010 South Logan Street
Lena, IL 61048

462925

Obituary
Lois Hillmer

	Lois Elaine Hillmer, age 
93, beloved wife, mother, 
and grandmother, passed 
away peacefully on Oct. 11, 
2024, at SSM Hospice Home 
in Monroe, WI, surrounded 
by her loving family. Lois 
was born on Jan. 10, 1931, to 
Harry and Sadie (Pieper) Ko-
ertner. A lifelong resident of 
Pearl City, IL, Lois spent her 
entire life on the same family 
farm.

	She graduated from Pearl 
City High School in 1948 and 
soon after, on Aug. 13, 1949, 
married Richard Hillmer. 
Together, Lois and Richard 
worked side by side for 61 
years, dedicating themselves 
to their farm and family. 

	Lois took great pride in her 
flower beds. She also enjoyed 
watching the Chicago Bulls 
and Illini basketball games or 
attending her grandchildren’s 
sporting events. She enjoyed 
riding her Ranger from farm 
to farm, and one of her favor-
ite pastimes was mowing the 
lawn. 

	Lois is survived by her 
son, Ken (Kathy); her three 
granddaughters, Kayla 
(Nick) Block, Kendra Hill-
mer (Tom Peppard), and 
Kara (Tom) Hofmaster; and 
her five great-grandchildren, 
Nyah, Kamdon, and Ken-

nah Block, 
Deaken and 
Rylen Hof-
master. She 
also leaves 
behind many 
c h e r i s h e d 
friends.

She was 
preceded in 

death by her parents, Har-
ry and Sadie Koertner; her 
brother, Kenneth Koertner; 
her sister, Joann Blomquest; 
and her beloved husband, 
Richard Hillmer.

	The family is deeply 
grateful to Dr. Terry Miller of 
FHN, FHN Supportive Care, 
and the staff at SSM Monroe 
Hospice Home for the loving 
care and support they provid-
ed Lois in her final days.

	A visitation was held on 
Monday, Oct. 14 at Hermann 
Funeral Home in Pearl City, 
followed by a memorial ser-
vice. Burial took place at 
Highland Cemetery.

A memorial fund has been 
established in Lois’s name 
for the SSM Monroe Hospice 
Home and the Pearl City Ath-
letic Booster Club.

Lois will be remembered 
for her warmth, kindness, 
and the beautiful life she cul-
tivated on the farm she called 
home.
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	 An open weather window allowed farmers to accelerate the harvest pace in recent weeks. Soybean harvest was 
24 percent complete statewide as of Sept. 30, which was 13 points ahead of the average pace. 

Harvest weather dry, starting to feel more like fall
By Rhiannon Branch
FarmWeek

Fall crops are being har-
vested, but recent weather felt 
more like summer.

State Climatologist Trent 
Ford said many Illinois resi-
dents got a taste of fall tem-
peratures in early September, 
but the month ended much 
warmer.

“September average tem-
peratures ranged from the mid-
60s in northern Illinois to the 
low-70s in southern Illinois,” 
he said. “Most of the state was 
between 1 and 5 degrees above 
normal, with the highest de-
partures in the northern third 
of the state.”

Ford said there were a lot 
of regional variations in tem-
perature in September with 
daytime highs reaching 96 de-

grees in Mount Vernon and 95 
in Peoria, while nighttime lows 
dipped down to 39 in Normal 
and 36 in Elgin. It was the sec-
ond-warmest September on re-
cord in Chicago.

But it all evened out in the 
end with the statewide aver-
age September temperature 
pegged at 68.5 degrees, 1.8 
degrees above the 1991-2020 
average.

Ford said rainfall also varied 
by region in September.

“Total September precipi-
tation ranged from less than 1 
inch in far northwest Illinois to 
over 8 inches in parts of south-
ern Illinois,” he said. “Most 
areas of the state south of In-
terstate 64 were 1 to 5 inches 
wetter than normal for the 
month, while much of central 
and northern Illinois were 1 to 

3 inches drier than normal.”
Ford said rain from rem-

nants of Hurricane Helene 
in the southern portion of the 
state caused the drastic differ-
ences, noting that it was the 
second-driest September on 
record in Mount Carroll to the 
north while Carbondale in the 
south was the fourth wettest 
with more than 8 inches for the 
month.

Statewide total September 
precipitation was pegged at 
2.73 inches, 0.62 inches below 
the 1991–2020 average.

 
Drought remains 
a concern

Considering those totals, 
Ford said drought is still a con-
cern in the central and northern 
portions of the state.

“Much of the region had a 
top-five-driest start to Septem-
ber on record, including the 
driest first 20 days of the month 
in Quincy, Danville, Moline, 
and Rockford,” he said.

As of Oct. 3, the U.S. 
Drought Monitor indicated 70 
percent of the state is experi-
encing abnormally dry to mod-
erate drought conditions.

Meanwhile the hurricane 
eliminated drought concerns 
for most of southern Illinois 
and dropped rain across the 
Ohio River Basin that im-
proved water levels on the 
Mississippi River.

Statewide topsoil moisture 

supply was rated 44 percent 
short to very short, 49 percent 
adequate and just 7 percent 
surplus as of Sept. 30, the Na-
tional Agricultural Statistics 
Service reported.

 
Harvest activity shifts 
into high gear

The overall warmer and 
drier September conditions 
continued to push the state’s 
harvest pace ahead of average.

USDA reported as of Sept. 
30, 21 percent of corn and 24 
percent of soybeans were har-
vested in Illinois compared 
to the five-year average of 16 
percent and 11 percent, respec-
tively. Winter wheat planting is 
also ahead of normal at 11 per-
cent complete with 2 percent 
emerged.

Looking ahead, the Climate 
Prediction Center shows high-
er odds of a warmer and drier 
than normal October, but Ford 
said there will still be a more 
noticeable transition to fall 
conditions.

Meanwhile, the Nation-
al Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration is predicting 
higher chances of a wetter than 
normal winter season.

  This story was distributed 
through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Associa-
tion. For more food and farm-
ing news, visit FarmWeekNow.
com.

Lena Farmer’s Market
Every Saturday from 

May 4 - Nov. 9
9 a.m. - noon

Lena Parking Lot
Downtown on Main St.

Excludes Saturdays during 
Lena Fall Fest and Taste of Lena

455396

450554
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	 Pictured are (top) Mae Ann Hatfield, Deb Dombrows-
ki, Liz Schnitzler, and Sally Toepfer working on a county 
project. 

The Jo Daviess County 
organization of Home 
and Community 
Education news

	The Illinois Association 
for Home and Community 
Education (HCE) has a mem-
bership of over 4,000 people. 
Over the years, the organi-
zation has evolved to stay in 
step with modern trends and 
needs. Originally established 
as the Home Bureau Feder-
ation for farm wives, the or-
ganization is now known as 
Home & Community Educa-
tion, with a focus on provid-
ing educational opportunities 
for homes and communities. 
Its mission is to enhance so-
cial and economic well-being 
in households and neighbor-
hoods. 

	Jo Daviess County has 75 
members who are members 
of the six units which com-
prise the county organization.  
Members have a number of 
community projects they 
support, as well as monthly 
educational lessons.  Proj-

ects include recognizing our 
educators, supporting first 
responders, collecting gen-
tly used shoes to be revived 
by international groups, and 
collection of pop/can tabs to 
be given to Ronald McDon-
ald house. HCE also provides 
bookbags and a book to pre-
schoolers across the county.   
Lessons range from finan-
cial responsibilities, mental 
health issues, to caring for 
family members from tod-
dlers to aging family mem-
bers.  

	Members have had in-
formation meetings on the 
Jo Daviess County Transit 
program, the workshop, and 
historical figures such as Ju-
lia Dent Grant.   Camaraderie 
and social connections are 
made in HCE, and all are wel-
comed to visit join a meeting 
of the units which span across 
the county.
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Little Blackhawks	
	 Pictured are Stockton Elementary’s Little Blackhawks for the week. These students are recognized for 
following the Blackhawk Way.  Keep up the good work!

Around the Northern Hills
	2024 Jo Daviess County 

Plat Books are in! This 
newest edition published by 
Rockford Map Publishers is 
available for purchase at our 
office.

	The new plat book 
accurately displays parcel 
boundaries, acreage data, 
roadways, waterways, 
railways, section lines, 
municipal boundaries, 
recreational areas, and 
includes an index to 
landowners.  A 3D aerial map 
lies opposite each township 
parcel map and is very useful 
in providing a quick gauge to 
the use of a particular parcel.

Jo Daviess County 
Farm Bureau offering 
$250 towards R.O.P.S. 
purchase 

	The Jo Daviess County 
Farm Bureau would like 
to offer funds to reimburse 
farmers for purchasing 
Rollover Protective 
Structures (ROPS).  Fifty-
five percent of farm tractors 
in Illinois do not have a 
cab or ROPS.  Only 1 in 
5 victims will survive a 

tractor rollover accident.  
The leading cause of farm 
related deaths in Illinois is 
tractor rollover accidents.  
They account for more than 
30% of farm related deaths.  
ROPS help protect farmers 
and family members from 
being crushed in the event of 
a tractor turnover or rollover.  

	Jo Daviess County Farm 
Bureau members who 
purchase a ROPS could 
receive a reimbursement of 
$250 towards the purchase 
of a ROPS (six rebates are 
available).  To receive the 
$250, members would need 
to bring in their paid invoice 
to the Farm Bureau office 
in Elizabeth.  Customers 
would be responsible for the 
cost, freight, and installation 
which are available through 
the dealer.  For more 

information about this 
program, or to become a 
member of our organization, 
contact the Jo Daviess 
County Farm Bureau office 
at 815-858-2235 or email 
jdcfbmgr@gmail.com.

Combine care packages
	The Young Leaders 

committee wanted to give 
all of you a treat during 
harvest this year.  At their 
last meeting they put together 
“combine care packages” 
filled with some goodies that 
you can keep with you in the 
combine or your truck during 
harvest. 

	We know that everyone 
will be putting in some long 
days during the coming 
weeks and wanted to make 
sure you had a few snacks 
to keep you going.  The best 
part is it all comes in a five-
gallon bucket!  Who doesn’t 
need another one of those 
(thanks to Ace Hardware in 
Stockton for donating the 
buckets)!  There are a limited 
number of these, but if you 
are interested, stop in at the 
office and pick yours up 

before they are gone.

Members discounts
	Don’t forget to take 

advantage of the member 
discounts from local 
businesses.  Show your 
membership card at the 
business to claim your 
discount.  For a full listing 
of local benefits, visit our 
website at jodaviesscfb.com.  
Go to membership, then local 
discounts.

Family Farm Signs
	As the seasons are 

changing, we all start 
thinking of the fall weather 
coming soon.  There’s still 
time to do some work around 
the farm and spruce things up 
a bit.    Why not add a “This 
is a Family Farm” sign to 
your landscape?  The signs 
are 17.5” X 23” and cost $30.  
Stop by our office and pick 
one up.

Farm Fun Fact 
	October is National Pork 

Month.  Did you know that 
pork is the most widely eaten 
meat in the world?

Scales Mound UMC ‘Young 
at Heart’ October gathering

	Scales Mound United 
Methodist Church is pleased 
to host Dr. Marybeth Whit-
ney-DeLaMar, Superintendent 
of Scales Mound CUSD 211 
on Tuesday, Oct. 22 at 1:30. 
Dr. Whitney-DeLaMar has 
worked in the field of educa-
tion for nearly 40 years, and 
she has been the Superinten-
dent in Scales Mound since 
2021. She has a heart for chil-
dren in both her professional 
and private lives, and she will 
share how this passion has di-
rected her path. 

	We will also hear about the 
opportunities and challenges 
that local schools and families 

have, and how volunteers can 
help fill the gaps. There will 
also be a time for discussion 
and questions. 

	Scales Mound UMC is lo-
cated at 319 Mason St. and 
holds Young at Heart gather-
ings on the fourth Tuesday of 
every month at 1:30 p.m. Each 
month there will be refresh-
ments, entertainment or speak-
ers, and great community with 
one another. Anyone who is 
“young at heart” is invited to 
join. There is no charge for 
this event.  Please contact Pas-
tor Libby Rutherford at ruther-
ford.libby@gmail.com or 815-
990-1428 with any questions.

PCE Empowering Foundation 
to hold Farmer to Table event

	PCE Empowering Foundation is proud to introduce 
The Farm to Table Gathering, a new and exciting event 
dedicated to supporting local communities. The event will 
be held on Saturday, Nov. 16, 2024, at 8722 N. Shady 
View Rd., Dakota, IL.  Happy hour will begin at 6 p.m. 
and dinner will begin at 7 p.m. The ticket price per person 
is $75. Expect an evening of good food, great company, 
and a shared commitment to making a positive impact.

	Set in a charming, historic barn over 100 years 
old that was once used for milking cows, this event 
offers a unique opportunity to engage in meaningful 
conversations while enjoying a locally sourced, delicious 
meal. As PCE Empowering Foundation continues to 
unify its efforts to make a difference, this gathering is 
a key part of raising awareness and supporting those in 
need.

By
Annette
Eggers 
Jo Daviess 
County Farm 
Bureau
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FREELANCE REPORTERS
AND PHOTOGRAPHERS

NEEDED
Rock Valley Publishing is seeking freelance 
reporters and photographers to produce 
local news and photos for your hometown 
newspaper. Weekly stories and photos 
needed for Jo Daviess and Stephenson 
Counties. Writing and reporting experience 
a plus. Work from home as an independent 
contractor with no in-office requirement.

PLEASE EMAIL RESUME TO:
scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com

www.edwardjones.com

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor

640 W. South St, #4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955
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www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor
.

640 W South St 4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

Member SIPC

Tap into the 
benefits that 
CDs bring

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 10/08/24. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-
issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per 
depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please 
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to 
availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest 
rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can 
lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal 
may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution 
of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are 
issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the 
Depository Trust Corp. (DTC). 462370

1-year 4.00%
APY*

Bank-issued, 

FDIC-insured

As your life shifts, this is a perfect time to stow some funds in a conservative investment 
to help plan for the future. CDs offer competitive rates. And you pick the term that fits 

your life. Get in touch to learn more.

Opinion

When you 
can’t flip flop

I love everything about 
summer. I love shorts and 
swimsuits and sandals. I love 
the sunshine. I love being at a 
beach with the sand between 
my toes. I love cool water on 
warm skin. I love just about 
everything about it. (Except 
its end, of course.)

As summer wanes for many 
of us not living in Florida, 
the air chills and trees change 
color. We begrudgingly pull 
out socks and long pants and 
sweatshirts and mourn the end 
of flip flop season.

Except for me. 
Because I have a 

confession.
I’ve never been a fan of flip 

flops.
There, I said it out loud.
I know that flip flops are 

fun. It’s easy to shake the 
sand off of them after a day 
at the beach. They come in 
a rainbow of colors—neon 
even! They are quick on 
and quick off and a favorite 
summer staple for feet 
everywhere. I understand 
most readers won’t understand 
my aversion to them, but it’s a 
viewpoint I’ve held my entire 
life.

Flip flopping just doesn’t 
work for me - not even on 
the beach, except if you are 
sunbathing, of course.

When it comes to feet, I 
prefer to deal with real shoes. 
Something substantial and 
supportive—a brand rhyming 
with work-in-rock comes to 
mind.

When you flip flop, it’s 
practically impossible to have 
any substance, much less be 
supportive.

A shoe of substance 
provides the groundwork for 
every step forward. It provides 
safety, a strong foundation and 
the physical characteristics 
needed for good balance, 
comfort and safety.

A sandal that is supportive 
provides reinforcement to my 
foot and especially my arches. 
It provides good back-up in a 
very practical way. It upholds 
the values of my feet to exist 

in a healthy and attractive 
manner. (Especially if my toes 
are polished.)

But here’s my real, true and 
honest reason for an inability 
to enjoy the fun of a flip flop: 
they have that little piece - 
called a toe thong—that sits, 
rides and rubs in between 
the toes. This minor detail 
becomes major when you 
have extra-sensitive feet. That 
little divisive part of the flip 
flop is my own deal-breaker. 
It is uncomfortable. It hurts, 
and I don’t want to hurt while 
walking. 

My toes want to stand 
together—united. Flip flops 
destroy that unity and leave 
the big toe out on his (or her) 
own. No toe wants to stand 
alone, at least not the ones on 
my feet. 

So, my apologies to flip 
flops. They have stood 
the test of time and were 
invented around 1500 BC by 
the ancient Egyptians. Their 
introduction to the U.S. came 
after World War II, when 
soldiers brought them back 
from Japan. That’s a lot of 
history to disregard, and I 
don’t take that lightly.

However, as cheap, fun 
and easy flip flops may be, 
I choose comfort over any 
flashy beach statement they 
might make. 

Bottom line, they hurt my 
feet, and therein lies the rub.

Flip flops: I regrettably 
can’t support you at this 
juncture in time, or more 
precisely at this juncture 
between my big toe and the 
other four. As sandals go, 
I’ve decided to pursue a 
different direction. I hope you 
understand.

I don’t think my lack of 
support will affect your future. 
You have a faithful following 
of both people and feet that 
don’t mind separated toes, 
not to mention bright, cheap 
beach footwear. Your future is 
on solid ground. Or at least as 
solid as a sandy beach can be.

Jill Pertler is an award-
winning syndicated columnist, 
published playwright and 
author. Don’t miss a slice; 
follow the Slices of Life page 
on Facebook.

Union power in Illinois: Shrinking 
membership and surging political clout

By Kent Redfield
There are three quick 

takeaways from a recently 
released report from the 
Illinois Economic Policy 
Institute (ILEPI) on the 
“State of the Unions” in 
Illinois. First, Illinois remains 
one of the most heavily 
unionized states (13th) in 
the nation. Second, over the 
past 10 years the overall 
unionization rate in Illinois 

has declined 
from 15.1 
percent to 
12.8 percent 
(-2.3 percent).

Currently 
only one in 
eight Illinois 
workers is a 
member of a 
labor union. 

And third, the US Supreme 
Court decision in the 2018 

Janus case establishing right 
to work principles for all 
public sector workers has 
reduced the unionization 
rate for those employees 
in Illinois by 4 percent (52 
percent to 48 percent) over 
the past six years. 

All true. Does this 
mean the labor is in 
danger of losing its place 
as the cornerstone of the 
funding base of the Illinois 
Democratic Party? Actually, 
the opposite is occurring.

During the same 10 years 
covered by the report, Illinois 
has seen a political war 
between two self-funding 
billionaire candidates and two 
Republican billionaire donors 
that is unique in the history 
of state government. In 2014 
self-funding Republican 
candidate, Bruce Rauner, 
assisted by Ken Griffin and 
Richard Uihlein was elected 
governor.

In 2018 a self-funding 
Democratic candidate, JB 
Pritzker, beat Rauner and 
Griffin’s money to win the 
governor’s race. In 2022 
Griffin and Uihlein backed 
different candidates seeking 
the Republican nomination 
for governor. Uihlein’s 
candidate won, but lost badly 
to Pritzker, who again self-
funded his campaign. 

Over a 10-year period 
these four billionaires spent 
more than three quarters 
of a billion dollars of 
their personal fortunes on 
Illinois politics. The Illinois 
billionaire war is over. 
Pritzker won. But going 
forward neither party can 
count on having a billionaire 
patron every election cycle.

All the attention on the 
billionaire war obscured two 
dramatic changes taking 

By
Jill
Pertler
Columnist

Slices of life

In my opinion

Kent Redfield

See power, Page 5
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Lena United Methodist Church 
Rummage Sale
 – Fellowship Hall – 

118 W. Mason Street, Lena, IL 61048

Oct. 17 & Oct. 18 – 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Oct. 19 – 9 a.m. to noon with $1 bag day
We will accept donations Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 

(October 14th-16th) 9 a.m. to noon.  If you would like to drop 
off items after noon, please contact the church office at 

815-369-5291 or Pat at 815-618-9899 to schedule a time.

462043

Community Fellowship, Entertainment and Free Lunch
Hosted by Elizabeth United Methodist Church Congregation

Wednesday, September 14th
from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Elizabeth Community Building.
All are welcome

Community Fellowship, Entertainment and Free Lunch
Hosted by Elizabeth United Methodist Church Congregation

Wednesday, September 14th
from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Elizabeth Community Building.
All are welcome

Community Fellowship, Entertainment and Free Lunch
Hosted by Elizabeth United Methodist Church Congregation

Wednesday, September 14th
from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Elizabeth Community Building.
All are welcome

Community Fellowship, Entertainment and Free Lunch
Hosted by Elizabeth United Methodist Church Congregation

Wednesday, September 14th
from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Elizabeth Community Building.
All are welcome

Wednesday, Oct. 23
from 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Elizabeth Community Building

RSVP by Friday, Oct. 18 for lunch attendance
and transportation by calling 1-815-858-2224

Soul Purpose Free Community Lunch, Fellowship & Entertainment

462130

Feast of Thanks 
Fall Luncheon

Wesley UMC Fellowship Hall, Stockton

Full roasted pork loin dinner including AuGratin 
potatoes, squash supreme, homemade applesauce, 
dinner rolls, apple crisp or pumpkin pie and drinks.

TICKET PRICE $14
We offer a FREE hot dog kid’s meal including apple 

sauce, chips and brownie.
Shop our Fall Bazaar of many canned items 

including jams, sauces, salsas, pickles along with 
candles, baked treats and much more.

Sunday, Oct. 20
Serving from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Tickets & Carryouts available at the door.

462183

Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church

	All are invited to worship 
at Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, 118 E. Mason St. 
Lena, IL on Sunday, Oct. 20 
for Sunday Worship Service 
at 9:30 a.m. This week’s gos-
pel reading is from the Gospel 
Mark 10:35-45.

	On Wednesday, Oct. 23 the 
Peace Corps Quilting group 
will meet from 8 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m.  

	All the services will be 
recorded and be available 
on church’s Facebook page 
and website. Please visit our 
website and (http://goodshep-
herdlena.org/) and Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/
GSLCLenaIL) for informa-
tion. Please contact the church 
office at 815-369-5552 with 
any questions. 

St. John’s Lutheran 
Church 

	St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
Pearl City, will celebrate the 
twenty-second Sunday after 
Pentecost on Sunday, Oct. 20 
at 9 a.m.  We will be collect-
ing and blessing the Commit-
ment Sunday pledge cards 
this day. Join us on Facebook 
if you can’t make it in person.  

	Everyone is welcome to 
come to St. John’s to play 
cards and dominoes on Thurs-
day, Oct. 24 at 1 p.m. and to 
play dominoes in Luther Hall 
on Tuesday, Nov. 5 at 9 a.m.

	The October Grace Meal 
will be on Sunday,  Oct. 
20.   It will include a 
pork chop, baked beans, cole-
slaw, and applesauce.   Meals 
can be picked up between 
11 a.m. and 12 p.m. on Oct. 
20.   Reservations are due in 
the church office by Thurs-
day,  Oct. 17.   The meal is 
funded through the generosity 
of a grant from the Pearl City 
Lions Club and donations.  
If interested in donating to 
this ministry, reach out to the 
church office for more infor-
mation.	

	St. John’s will be hosting a 
FHN Flu Shot clinic on Sun-
day, Nov. 3 from 10 a.m. to 
12 p.m.  Adults under 65 will 

receive a $35 trivalent vac-
cine and those 65 and over 
can get a $85 high-dose vac-
cine.   There will be no out-
of-pocket expense if you are 
covered by Medicare Part B 
or a Medicare HMO accept-
ed by FHN.  Be sure to bring 
your insurance card.  Immu-
nizations may be paid for by 
cash or check and you can use 
your receipt for reimburse-
ment from your health-insur-
ance carrier.  Per government 
regulations, no MEDICAID 
cards can be accepted at these 
clinics.   For more informa-
tion, call FHN Community 
Services at 815-599-7437.

	The next Men’s Breakfast 
will be on Wednesday, Nov. 
6 at 7:30 a.m. at the Beltline 
Restaurant in Freeport.  

	The Healthy Wolves group 
will be packing backpacks on 
Thursday, Oct. 17 at 3:15 p.m.  
If you are interested in donat-
ing to this ministry, reach out 
to the church office for more 
information.

	St. John’s Lutheran Church 
of Pearl City is an ELCA 
parish and is located at 229 
First St. in Pearl City.  We are 
handicapped accessible.   If 
you need to contact the pastor 
or church, you may call 815-
443-2215 for information.

Calvary Church of 
Stockton

	Calvary Church of Stock-
ton holds its weekly wor-
ship service at 10 a.m. every 
Sunday.  The Community 
Choir rehearsal has begun on 
Thursday every week at 7:30 
p.m. led by Director Lana 
Crandall.      All those inter-
ested in singing are encour-

aged to join.   The next youth 
meeting will be on Saturday, 
Oct. 26 for any youth from 7th 

grade through 12th.     Calvary 
Church is located just south 
of the Stockton Schools on 
the corner of Rush and Maple 
Streets.  

	Mark your calendars for 
upcoming events.   The annu-
al Calvary Bazaar will be on 
Saturday, Nov. 9, from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.   This year Calvary 
is offering a quilt raffle.  Pur-
chase your chance on a beauti-
ful green and purple quilt size 
90”x104” (queen or king size) 
from Calvary ladies or at the 
Bazaar if any are left.  Lunch 
will be available plus the usu-
al tables of crafts and food.  

	New this year there will 
be a turkey sandwich dinner 
next month on Tuesday, Nov. 
19.   Calvary will offer carry-
out, intown delivery or dine-
in.    The pre-sale ticket price 
is $8 for a one-sandwich din-
ner and $10 for a two-sand-
wich dinner.   More details 
will follow.   Please call the 
church at 815-947-2414 with 
any questions.  

	The Fellowship of Chris-
tian Athletes will meet on 
Thursday, Oct. 17 at 7:15 a.m. 
in Fellowship Hall at Calva-
ry Church, just south of the 
Stockton Schools.  Breakfast 
pizza from Caseys will be 
served at no cost to all stu-
dents attending.  The Fellow-
ship is open to all students, 
7th to 12th grades, boys and 
girls.   The Huddle will be at 
7:30 a.m. led by Noah Hess, 
a 2023 graduate.    For more 
information call Calvary 
Church at 815-947-2414 or 
Pastor Scott Hess at 815- 821-
9245.

Church news
	Policy is the main criteria 

when you decide who to 
vote for as President of the 
United States. Not Fluff 
and feeling. Trump had 
four years to prove what 
he could do. Slash fuel 
prices, close the border, 
low inflation rate, no new 
wars. North Korea, Russia, 
Iran, Afghanistan, Taliban 
were totally under control. 
He took no wage to be 
President. Now we have 
a Democratic candidate 
Kamala Harris who has no 
good credentials but only 
politically correct fluff. She 

brags being a woman. Some 
days she is black, others 
maybe Asian? Even this 
week she said again that 
she supports all of Biden’s 
policies. They have opened 
the borders letting in felons, 
gangs, and fentanyl that 
kill over 200 people a day. 
Thousands of children have 
been lost to sex traffickers, 
wants to fast track eleven 
million illegals to vote 
Democrat, closed several of 
our oil pipelines and many 
oil drills. Now Russia and 
Iran are getting rich selling 
oil and we are buying 

dirty oil from Venezuela 
which has almost doubled 
Trump era fuel prices. Real 
inflation is out of control, 
just go to the grocery store. 
She was never elected to 
be VP candidate but was 
placed there by the swamp. 
She supports LGBQ, trans 
gender surgery for prisoners 
and illegals on taxpayer’s 
dime and Drag Queen story 
hour in schools. Wake up 
America. Don’t vote for 
a lifelong politician, Vote 
Trump. Save America from 
the Socialists! 

Bill Dietz, Lena, IL.

place in the role of money 
in Illinois politics. Despite 
slowly declining unionization 
numbers and the often hostile 
legal climate at the national 
level, Illinois labor unions 
have become the dominant 
force among interest groups 
funding Illinois politics. As 
important as teacher unions, 
service employee unions, 
and public employee unions 
are in the labor movement in 
Illinois, the surge has been led 
by traditional trade unions. 

The operating engineers, 
laborers, pipe trades, 
carpenters, and electrical 
workers unions were the 
top five entities contributing 
to legislative and statewide 
candidates in 2022. They 
contributed a total of $52.7 
million. Number one on 
the list was the operating 
engineers (IUOE) with $18.6 
million in contributions. 
Two teacher unions (Illinois 
Education Association and 
Illinois Teachers Federation) 
ranked 6th and 7th. 

The growth in the political 
clout of trade unions has 
been fueled by the state’s 
spending on transportation 
infrastructure funded by 
increased gas taxes, and 
school and public building 
construction funded by taxes 
on sports betting and other 
gambling taxes. That spending 
has meant more union 
contracts and higher wages 
for trade union members. 
Illinois Democrats received 
93 percent of labor union 
contributions in 2022.

While labor’s power has 
been surging, the traditional 
funding base of the Illinois 
Republican Party has been 

collapsing. In 2022, the top 
five business/professional 
groups contributed $15.2 
million to statewide and 
legislative elections. 
Traditional major Republican 
donor groups such as the 
Illinois Manufacturers 
Association, the Illinois 
Medical Society, and 
the Illinois Chamber of 
Commerce are no longer 
among the top 25 contributors. 
There has been a reduction 
in real terms of contributions 
from many business groups, 
corporations, finance groups, 
and professional groups as the 
Illinois economy has shifted 
away from manufacturing 
and retail shopping and 
more toward services and 
online marketing. Less than 
50 percent of contributions 
from business and 
professional groups now go to 
Republicans.

In addition to the impact 
of labor union contributions 
on political campaigns for 
the Illinois Legislature and 
statewide offices in 2022, 
labor union contributions 
were a major factor in two 
other elections. Labor unions 
were significant contributors 
to two successful Democratic 
candidates for seats on the 
Illinois Supreme Court. 

This increased the majority 
of judges elected to the state 
Supreme Court as Democrats 
from 4-3 to 5-2. Led by the 
trade unions, labor unions 
also backed a successful 
workers rights amendment to 
the Illinois State Constitution 
which made collective 
bargaining an individual right 
and prohibited the Legislature 
from passing right to work 

legislation for private sector 
unions. Labor unions provided 
98 percent of contributions 
to the group supporting 
the amendment. The group 
opposing the amendment was 
outspent 5-to-1 and received 
no support from the Illinois 
Manufacturers Association 
or the Illinois Chamber of 
Commerce. 

The very friendly political 
and legal environment that 
organized labor enjoys in 
Illinois just got friendlier. 
On their face, the slow 
decline of the unionization 
rate in the Illinois workforce 
and the obstacles to public 
sector unionization created 
by the Janus decision could 
raise questions about the 
long-term viability of the 
labor movement in Illinois. 
But a closer look shows 
labor unions in Illinois are 
politically stronger than ever.

 Kent Redfield is a professor 
emeritus of political science 
at the University of Illinois 
Springfield and a research 
scholar with the University 
of Illinois’ Institute of 
Government and Public 
Affairs. This article is based in 
part on “Illinois Government 
and Politics: A Citizens 
Guide to Power, Politics and 
Government,” co-authored 
by Melissa Mouritsen, Kent 
D. Redfield, and James D. 
Nowlan, which was recently 
published by the University of 
Illinois Press.

•	Power   (Continued from page 4)

Letter to the editor
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who have sent a donation to 
help underwrite the Scoop 

Today/Shopper’s Guide. For 
those of you who haven’t 

done so in the past year, but 
enjoy this newspaper and 

would like to help us pay for 
its operation, please send a 
donation in any amount to:

c/oRock Valley Publishing, 1102 Ann St., Delavan, WI 53115
If you thInk youR nEWSPAPER IS WoRth

50¢ an issue, it would be $26.00; 75¢ an issue - $39.00 
or $1 an issue - $52.00

You won’t get a Scoop/Shopper’s Guide tote bag, an Apple gift card, or a 
discount on an extended car warranty. But you will get the satisfaction of 

knowing that you have helped support your favorite newspaper.

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

Phone______________________________

__ Please keep my
     paper coming: 453719

the Scoop Today Shopper’s Guide
READERS

ITEMS: Antique Auto, Vintage Sings, Advertising Pieces, Guns, Antiques & Collectibles, 
Primitives, Tools, Antique Record Victrolas, Radios, Skidster, Go-Carts, and More!

ESTATE OF BOB RONNING • EXECUTOR: PAUL RONNING

See website for full content & terms.

LARGE PUBLIC AUCTION
SATURDAY, OCT. 19 • 9 A.M. START

11986 PINE RD., SOMONAUK, IL 60552

Brian DeBolt Auction Service, Inc.
Brian DeBolt, Plano - Since 1987 • IL #440000595 • 630-552-4247

Call me for all your real estate and auction needs!
For more pictures & information, visit Facebook or  

our website: www.deboltauctionservice.com

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

46
24

16

ONLINE BIDDING

Chris Was In The Mechanics Business For 30 Year, Serving His Local And Surrounding Communities With 
Affordable & Quality Automotive Services! His Auction Will Consist Of Name Brand Snap On, Matco, Blue 
Point, & OTC Automotive Tools, As Well As Vehicle Lifts & Automotive Shop Equipment. His Vehicles, 

Motorcycle, Power Equipment & Real Estate Will Be Up For Auction As Well! 

REAL ESTATE PARCEL #1: 108 Galena Street, South 
Wayne, WI 53587 

42’x60’ Quonset Metal Building – Lot Size 82’x135’ (5 
City Lots), Located On The Corner Of Galena Street & 

Highway 11, In South Wayne. GREAT ROAD 
FRONTAGE! 

Concrete Floor, City Water & Sewer, Cold Storage 
Building Over Head & Entry Door, BUILDING & LOT TO 

BE SOLD IN AS IN CONDITION 
Tax Parcel ID Number: 33.181.0019.0000   

2023 Taxes - $355.43 

REAL ESTATE PARCEL #2: 301 S McKnight St, 
South Wayne WI 53587 

Approx 67’ Wide x 132’ Deep – Open Lot In The Village 
Of South Wayne 

.20 +/- Acre Lot Providing A Blank Canvas For 
Potential Investor Or Neighbor. City Sewer & Water 
Chris Had Aspirations Of Downsizing And Building A 

Small Shop On The Property, PROPERTY TO BE SOLD 
IN AS IN CONDITION 

Tax Parcel ID Number: 33.181.0169.00   
2023 Taxes – $178.13 

 Terms & Conditions On Purchase Of Real Estate: There Will Be A 10% Buyers Premium On The Purchase Of The Real Estate. 10% 
Of The Purchase Price Down Payment, NON-REFUNDABLE, To Be Paid Down The Day OF The Auction. With The Balance Of The 
Purchase Price Due And Payable On Or Before. Possession Will Be Given On The Day Of Formal Closing. 2024 Property Taxes Will 
Be Prorated At Closing. Property Will Be SOLD IN AS-IS Condition Without Any Contingencies. All Announcements Made Day Of 

Sale Will Take Precedence Over Written Terms And/Or Advertisements.

All Parcels Of Real Estate To Be Sold At Noon – Followed By Online Merchandise – All High Quality Tools  
 

Dan Powers: 608-214-3765 – Mike Powers: 608-214-5761 – Office: 608-439-5761 
POWERSAUCTION.COM  

Online Bidding Available Through Equipmentfacts 
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By Victoria Hansen
	I am sure this is common 

with others as it is for me: as 
a kid, tween, and teen I often 
became involved with things 
because someone in my fam-
ily had done them previous-
ly. I joined 4-H because my 
mother had been a member 
and my grandma a local club 
leader. During my time in 4-H 
I showed dogs, rabbits, partici-
pated in childcare and develop-
ment and did cooking projects. 

	For those who are not famil-
iar, “4-H is delivered by Coop-
erative Extension- a community 
of more than 100 public univer-
sities across the nation that pro-

vides experiences where young 
people learn by doing. For 
more than 100 years, 4-H has 
welcomed young people of all 
beliefs and backgrounds, giv-
ing kids a voice to express who 
they are and how they make 
their lives and communities 
better” according to www.4-h.
org. Last week, Oct. 7 through 
Oct. 12 the nation celebrated 
National 4-H week.  In cele-
bration of that, we would like 
to thank the staff and the vol-
unteers who make 4-H in our 
county possible for our youth. 
If you have kids and want to 
learn more, visit www.4-h.org 
for more information. 

Trip announcements
Recently, we have had a lot 

of questions regarding when 
we will announce the 2025 
trip schedule. We are excited 
to share that during the Ste-
phenson County Farm Bureau 
open house Friday, Nov 1 from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturday, 
Nov. 2 from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
at our office, we will have infor-
mation on all the trips we have 
scheduled so far next year. 

	For Carroll County mem-
bers we will announce those 
trips on our Facebook/website 
on Friday, Nov. 1. The only trip 
we won’t have details for is our 
Cubs verse Brewer trip.  More 

Stephenson County Farm Bureau news
details will be announced on 
Friday, Feb. 7 at 8 a.m. If you 
have questions, please reach out 
to your county Farm Bureau: 
Carroll at 815-244-3001 and 
Stephenson at 815-232-3186.  

Nuts and Candies orders 
Due Friday, Oct. 18

Back by popular demand 
both counties will be accepting 
Terri Lynn Nuts and Candies 
orders on or before Oct. 18. To 
view our entire order list visit 
either county websites www.
carrollcfb.org or www.ste-
phensoncfb.org or either Face-
book pages. If you don’t see 
something on our order form 
that you were looking for let 
us know. For questions or ad-
ditional items please call your 
county Farm Bureau, Carroll 
at 815-244-3001 or Stephenson 
at 815-232-3186. Items will be 
ready to pick up the third week 
in November.  Additional pick-
up details can be found on the 
order forms. 

Illinois Farm Bureau 
Young Leaders named 
Excellence in Ag, 

Achievement Award 
winners 

	A Montgomery County 
couple and a Henry Coun-
ty ag advocate were recently 
named winners of prestigious 
Illinois Farm Bureau Young 
Leader awards. Ethan and Ka-
tie Brown, who raise pigs and 
grow corn and soybeans in 
Montgomery County, received 
the Young Leader Achievement 
Award, which recognizes Farm 
Bureau members between the 
ages of 18 and 35 for efforts in 
production agriculture, leader-
ship abilities and involvement 
in Young Leaders and other 
organizations. Winners must 
earn their primary income from 
production agriculture.

	“Advocacy for our family 
means more than just having 
a presence online,” said Ka-
tie Brown. “While platforms 
like YouTube and social me-
dia play a big role in sharing 
our agricultural story, we also 
believe in being active in our 
local community. By volun-
teering at county events and 
supporting our state agricultur-
al organizations, we can make a 

direct, hands-on impact where 
it counts most.” Sadie Asher of 
Henry County was named win-
ner of the Young Leader Excel-
lence in Agriculture award. 

	The Excellence in Agricul-
ture award recognizes Young 
Leaders who are actively con-
tributing and growing their 
involvement in IFB and the 
agriculture industry. Asher and 
her husband, Shane, are grow-
ing a Christmas tree farm and 
agri-tourism attraction in Hen-
ry County. Asher served as the 
2023 IFB state Young Leader 
Committee chair. She also re-
cently participated in IFB’s 
docuseries titled, “Fields Apart: 
Rooted Together,” which high-
lights the challenges and simi-
larities between rural and urban 
farmers. 

	The winners will be rec-
ognized during IFB’s annual 
meeting Dec. 7 through Dec. 10 
in Chicago. They will go on to 
represent Illinois at the Ameri-
can Farm Bureau Federation’s 
Young Farmers and Ranchers 
national competition Jan. 24 
through Jan. 29 in San Antonio, 
TX.

Stephenson County Association for Home and 
Community Education to hold Oct. 31 meeting

	Stephenson County Asso-
ciation for Home and Com-
munity Education (HCE) will 
hold their annual meeting on 
Thursday, Oct. 31 at the Ste-
phenson County Farm Bu-
reau, 201 West Spring Street, 
Freeport, IL.   The meeting 

will be held in the Walsh 
Room. Registration begins at 
9:30 a.m. with the business 
meeting starting at 10 a.m.  A 
light lunch will be served after 
the annual meeting.  

	The International program 
will begin at 1 p.m.   IAHCE 

President Angela Hicks will 
be the speaker.   She visited 
Malaysia as an Illinois dele-
gate to the ACWW Triennial 
Meeting in June 2023. No res-
ervations are required.   The 
public is cordially invited to 
the Malaysia program.
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Daws  MEMORIALS
MONUMENT SALES

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • ESTABLISHED IN 1991

LOTS OF GRANITE IN STOCK
6-8 Weeks From Start To Finish

And Placed In Cemetery

40% CHEAPER THAN COMPETITION!UP 
TO

Bruce Does It All! Sales & Service
STOP BY FOR A QUOTE

Weekdays • Weekends • Evenings • Holidays
APPOINTMENTS WELCOME!
Call 815-369-4246
or 815-238-6307

207 LEET STREET, LENA, ILLINOIS

- -

Ross Stabenow Odin Stabenow

Scholarship recipients 
announced by 
Stephenson County 4-H 
and Extension Foundation

	The Stephenson County 
4-H and Extension Founda-
tion recently announced win-
ners of the R.C. Miller Schol-
arship for the 2024-25 year. 
The R.C. Miller Scholarship 
was established and funded 
by the late R.C. Miller, a lo-
cal leader in agri-business. 
He started the scholarship 
program to encourage and 
support Stephenson County 
residents pursuing degrees in 
agriculture with an emphasis 
in conservation. The Stephen-
son County Extension and 
4-H Foundation is responsible 
for the scholarship adminis-

tration. 
	This year’s winners are 

Odin Stabenow and Ross 
Stabenow, from Lena, IL. 
They will each be receiving 
funds to use towards their 
education expenses, and both 
are focusing in Agricultural 
and Life Sciences studies at 
Iowa State University.

	For more information 
about the Stephenson County 
4-H and Extension Founda-
tion, which provides financial 
support to the University of 
Illinois Extension and 4-H in 
Stephenson County, please 
call 815-235-4125.

Lena-Winslow survives valiant 
effort from Eastland-Pearl City
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

	The NUIC has seen a signif-
icant amount of improved play 
on the gridiron this season.  Al-
though the Lena-Winslow Pan-
thers continue to lead the way, 
the teams chasing them have 
only gotten better.  Teams like 
the Stockton Blackhawks and 
the Eastland-Pearl City Wild-
cats have had their eyes on a 
return to the top for some time 
now.  Last week, the Wildcats 
showed everyone they aren’t as 
far off as some may think. 

	The Wildcats were riding 
a four-game winning streak 
when they played host to the 
Panthers in week seven.  At 6-0 
with a forfeit victory, the Pan-
thers were technically riding 
a five-game winning streak of 
their own.  If EPC had any op-
portunity to flip the NUIC on 
its head, week seven was it. 

	Right from the opening 
kickoff, it appeared the Wild-
cats had the recipe to do ex-
actly that.  Adam Awender 
received the opening kick and 
took it 81-one yards for the first 
score on the game’s first play.  
The Wildcats couldn’t have 
asked for a better start. 

	After getting a stop, it didn’t 

take long for the Wildcats to 
take a two-score advantage.  A 
15-yard touchdown pass from 
Awender to Zyacn Haverland 
had EPC up 12-0 in the open-
ing quarter.  

	At that point, it looked like 
the Panthers were in trouble.  
You never doubt the Le-Win 
offense, but early leads can put 
running teams in tough situa-
tions.  If EPC could have main-
tained their lead long enough 
to force the Panthers out of 
running their offense, it might 
have been a different outcome. 

	Le-Win has shown their 
ability to stand up in the face 
of adversity.  They did so yet 
again in week seven as they 
rushed their way to a come-
back victory.  Despite being 
down two scores, the Le-Win 
rushing attack had them back 
in the lead before the end of the 
first quarter.  

	It was Aiden Wild who first 
got the Panthers on the board.  
Wild came through when 
the Panthers needed him in 
the worst way as a four-yard 
touchdown rush brought the 
Panthers within four. 

	Before the end of the first, 
Wild tallied his second score 
of the day.  Only six feet fur-

ther away, Wild took it into the 
endzone from six yards out on 
his second touchdown.  A suc-
cessful two-point conversion 
had the Panthers up 16-12 after 
an unbelievable 12 minutes of 
play. 

	The Wildcats needed a re-
sponse, and they got one early 
in the second quarter.  Draven 
Zier found the endzone on a 
four-yard score of his own, re-
gaining the EPC lead.  A failed 
two-point conversion left EPC 
with just an 18-16 lead.  At that 
point, the Wildcats had failed 
all three of their conversion at-
tempts.  Since they go for two, 
they left six points on the table 
by failing to punch any of them 
in. 

	At the time, those six points 
felt monumental.  In the long 
run, they didn’t mean all that 
much.  Le-Win took control of 
the game from that point on.  
Alec Schlichting found the end 
zone on a 14-yard run late in 
the second quarter.  Eventually, 
the Panthers took a 22-18 lead 
into the break. 

	Schlichting scored his sec-
ond touchdown of the day with 
a 26-yard scamper in the third 
quarter.  That was the first time 
the Panthers held a two-score 

lead as they went up 28-18 
over EPC. 

	The Panthers put the finish-
ing touches on a 35-18 victory 
when Wild punched in his third 
score of the day.  It was a one-
yard touchdown that capped 
off an epic comeback for the 
Panthers.  For EPC, it was a 
tough pill to swallow, knowing 
how close they were to defeat-
ing Goliath.  

	Le-Win rushed for 350 
yards on the day.  Wild led the 
way with three scores and 176 
yards on the ground.  Schlicht-
ing added a pair of scores and 
132 yards rushing.  

	EPC was led by Zier, who 
racked up 137 yards and a 
score.  Haverland led the way 
in receiving with two recep-
tions for 21 yards and a score.  

	For week eight, the Wild-
cats will travel to take on the 
Morrison Mustangs on Oct. 
18.  Morrison is 3-4 on the 
year.  That same evening, the 
Panthers will travel to take on 
the 5-2 Galena Pirates.  Gale-
na is coming off a 43-6 victo-
ry over Dakota, and they will 
enter week eight with the same 
hopes that many other NUIC 
teams have, to knock off the 
Panthers.
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FHN holding 
live and 
virtual 
hiring event 
August 24

 FHN is looking to add tal-
ented and qualified nurses, 
medical assistants, nursing 
assistants, imaging technolo-
gists, and clinical therapists to 
the FHN team with an upcom-
ing Hiring Event.

 On-the spot interviews, 
tours of select departments, 
and real-time offers will be 
available at the event, set for 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday, 
Aug. 24 at FHN Memorial 
Hospital, 1045 W. Stephenson 
Street in Freeport.  “We will 
have representatives in the 
main lobby of the hospital to 
greet candidates,” said FHN 
Talent Acquisition Specialist 
Rilee Smith. “Just identify 
yourself as an interested can-
didate and we’ll get you go-
ing in the right direction to, if 
you’re a good fit for our team, 
walk out with a job offer.”

 FHN offers first-day bene-
fits which includes an exten-
sive benefit package, tuition 
assistance, flexible time off 
and eligible positions may 
qualify for certification and/or 
BSN stipends.

 A virtual option also is 
available now through Aug. 
24 Visit www.fhn.org/hirin-
gevent for more information 
and to begin the process.

 Chuck Jackson presents the Knights of Columbus Scholarship to Olivia Harnish 
on Sunday, Aug. 13. Congratulations, Olivia!

SUBmITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Local student receives scholarship

461052
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ACCIDENTS HAPPEN!
Let us take the worry out of having your vehicle repaired.

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

Lena American Legion
	The Lena American Legion 

Auxiliary will once again be 
putting up a window display 
of area veterans and current-
ly serving military during the 
month of November.   Pictures 
need to be submitted by Oct. 20 
and can be sent to PO Box 21, 
Lena, IL  61048 or dropped off 
at the Lena American Legion 
Home on Saturdays from 10 
a.m. to 11 a.m.     Pictures will 
not be returned.  

McConnell American 
Legion Auxiliary 

	The McConnell American 
Legion Auxiliary is preparing 
for the 5th annual troop care 
package project and is seeking 
addresses of active military per-

sonnel stateside or deployed. 
These addresses can be emailed 
to mcconnellauxiliary@gmail.
com or call Pat at 815-266-
1165 or Terri at 815-541-6792. 
Addresses must be received no 
later than Nov. 8, 2024.  All ad-
dresses are kept confidential.

The McConnell American 
Legion Auxiliary

	The McConnell American 
Legion Auxiliary Meeting will 
be held at the McConnell Le-
gion on Oct. 16 at 5 p.m. We 
welcome anyone who is inter-
ested in the Auxiliary.

	The 5th annual troop care 
package drop-off and bake sale 
will be held on Oct. 26, 2024, 
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the 
McConnell Legion. Items for 

the troop care package and do-
nations of baked goods would 
be greatly appreciated. Please 
contact Terri 815-541-6792 or 
Patty 815-266-1165 with any 
questions. 

Blood donors needed in 
Monroe

	To help meet the continued 
national blood supply need, 
please consider participating 
in SSM Health’s Community 
Blood Drive on Tuesday, Nov. 
5. The Blood Drive will run 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the 
St. Clare Conference Center at 
the main clinic located at 515 
22nd Avenue in Monroe. 

	Appointments are encour-
aged but not required. To 
schedule, please visit  Blood-
center.org  or call SSM Health 
Monroe Hospital Volunteer 
Services Coordinator, Mary 
Berger, at 608-324-1569.  

Bake sale fundraiser
	On Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2024, 

there will be a Bake Sale at 
Helm Truck and Equipment, 
2290 Business Rt. 20 East from 
9 a.m. to 1:30 pm. Helm Truck 
and Equipment will match all 
proceeds of the bake sale to 
support two deserving fami-
lies in the community.    There 
will be pies, cupcakes, cookies, 
snacks, cakes, brownies and 
more.

News briefs

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

	 The Lena-Winslow Panthers and the Pearl City Wolves held their annual Pink Out game on Oct. 8 to raise cancer awareness.

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

	The Lena-Winslow Pan-
thers and the Pearl City 
Wolves faced off in their an-
nual Pink Out game to raise 
cancer awareness last week.  

	The Panthers were fresh 
off a third-place finish at this 

year’s Pekin Tournament.  Le-
Win has faced some mighty 
challenges in tournament play 
this year, but when it comes 
to NUIC league play, the Pan-
thers continue to find ways 
to dominate the competition.  
They were a perfect 7-0 in 
conference play prior to the 

match against Pearl City. 
	The Wolves have experi-

enced their fair share of ups 
and downs.  Early on, a four-
game winning streak had the 
Wolves riding high.  Recent-
ly, the Wolves suffered back-
to-back losses to Durand and 
Pecatonica.  Last week, the 

Panthers outlast Wolves in annual pink out game
Wolves dropped the Pink Out 
game against Le-Win, before 
losing their ensuing match-
up against Forreston.  Those 
losses dropped Pearl City’s 
record to 15-12 overall and 
3-6 in conference play. 

	Pearl City still put up a 
fight to defend their home 

court against the Panthers.  
Last time these teams faced 
off, Le-Win walked away 
with a 2-0 sweep over the 
Wolves.  After a close first set 
saw the Panthers win 25-22, 
Pearl City was unable to keep 
pace in the second set.  A 25-
14 victory easily secured the 

2-0 win for the Panthers. 
	Pearl City was determined 

to come back as an improved 
team for their second match-
up.  The first set had all the 
indications of another easy 
win for the Panthers.  After 

See panthers, Page 9
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Oak Leaf 
Plumbing

815-541-5262 www.oakleafhomecompany.com

459233

Your preferred 
full service 

Plumber call 
us to make an 
appointment 

today.

www.windowworldrockford.com
Hours: Mon-Fri 8 am - 5 pm, Sat 9 am - Noon6010 Forest Hills Road, Rockford, IL

*PLEASE SEE A TEAM MEMBER OR OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS

815-395-1333

462017

PROUDLY OFFERING THE INDUSTRY’S BEST MASTIC SIDING
WINDOWS INCLUDE EGRESS and EXTERIOR DOORS

Window World is America’s
Largest Home Improvement Company

NO FADE SOLAR
DEFENSE PROTECTION
NO PAINT - NO STAIN

NO HASSLE

0%FINANCING NOW 
AVAILABLE*

Se Habla
Español

“Not only do we 
stand behind our 
windows, we stand 
on them!”
Local Owner,
Scott Williamson

• Locally Owned & Operated

• Professional Installers - Energy
   Efficient - Lifetime Guarantee

• True Lifetime Warranties, Guaranteed
   Forever!

• Serving Northern Illinois for nearly
   20 years www.windowworldrockford.com

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

	 Pearl City’s Joshua Wool arm wrestles Eli Brouhard 
World Silver Medalist Arm Wrestling Champion in Mrs. 
Brouhards classroom.Pearl City students hard 

at work
	 Mrs. Brouhard’s fourth grade class welcomes visitor 
Mr. Eli Brouhard. Eli is the 2023 World Gold Medal Cham-
pion and the 2024 World Silver Medal Champion in Arm 
Wrestling. Eli was a bronze medalist with his non-domi-
nant hand as well.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

•	Panthers   (Continued from page 8)

going back-and-forth to start, 
Le-Win ran away with what 
would be a 25-15 victory in 
the first set. 

	With their backs against the 
wall, the Wolves stood tall in 
the second set.  It took an epic 
comeback just to get there.  At 
one point, the Wolves faced a 
10-point deficit as they trailed 
20-10.  Pearl City then went on 
a run, climbing their way back 
to a 25-21 victory in the sec-
ond set.  

	Le-Win wasn’t going to let 
their conference record be at 
risk in the third and final set.  
The Panthers locked in as they 
battled their way to a 25-13 
win, securing the 2-1 victory 
over the Wolves. 

	The Wolves were led by 
Danica Stager, who finished 
with six kills on the night.  
Maya Boyer was right behind 
her with five kills.  Stager also 
led the team in total blocks 
with two.  Kylie Campbell 
led the team with 13 digs and 
Fallyn Endress led the way in 
assists with eight. 

	Rachael Setterstrom was a 
focal point of the Le-Win of-
fense against Pearl City.  Set-
terstrom racked up 13 kills on 
the night, more than double 
that of the next closest Pan-
thers.  Eden Dietz was that 
next closest Panther, finishing 

with six kills in the win.  Al-
yssa Daughenbaugh moved 
the ball around well as she fin-
ished with 26 assists.  Mia Dif-
fenderfer led the team in digs 
with 10.  

	The Panthers went on to 
beat Pecatonica in their next 
game, improving their record 
to 19-7 on the year.  On Thurs-
day, Oct. 17 they will play host 
to the Orangeville Broncos in 
another big NUIC matchup.  
That same night, the Wolves 
have their own big conference 
matchup as they play host to 
the Durand Bulldogs.

Support the 
buSineSSeS

that Support 
you!

441189
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425999

Cosmetic Dentistry
Implant Dentistry

Custom Dental Whitening Kits
Laser Therapy

Stockton Dental Center
120 West Front Avenue

Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-3700
Dr. Stephen Petras

Licensed Illinois General Dentist

462045

   for voting us as the
•  Best Furniture Store
•  Best Mattress Store
•  Best Appliance Store

Friendly & Helpful Customer Service - No Pressure Assistance from Knowledgeable Staff
Best Brand Selection - Flexsteel, Serta, Therapedic, Frigidaire, Best Chair, GE and More
Local Advantage - Stop into the Rite-Way Store to see and feel the product before you buy!
Low Price Guarantee - Will Match or Beat Same Items Local Pricing.
Delivery in Our Region - Set up time that works for the customer and haul away the old items.

20 E. STEPHENSON STREET
DOWNTOWN FREEPORT

815-235-4911
RITEWAYFREEPORT.COM
MON - FRI 9 AM TO 5 PM
SATURDAY 9 AM TO 4 PM

Northwest IL Largest Furniture,
Mattress & Appliance Dealer

YOUR
LOCAL

Ask about Short &
Long Term Financing

FURNITURE & APPLIANCE

From Lena’s Kitchen

	Our beautiful weather was 
with us last week and the week-
end.  Maybe it will be cooler 
this week, but the unseasonable 
October weather continues.  
We may not be looking for 
any frost on the pumpkin for 
a while.  This week we feature 
some fall recipes.  Have a great 
week cooking.

Herbed Shrimp Dip
This warm seafood dip is 

a good one for a football par-
ty or a holiday party.  If you 
can’t find the baguettes, you 
could use flatbread cut into 
pieces.  

1 lb. large fresh shrimp, 
peeled and deveined

6 T. extra-virgin olive oil, 
divided

1 t. paprika
1 t. onion powder
1 t. garlic powder
1 thin French baguette, cut 

into ¼ inch pieces
2 T. apple cider vinegar
2 T. thinly chopped fresh 

chives
1 T. finely chopped fresh 

parsley

¼ t. pepper
	Pat shrimp dry.  In a large 

bowl, toss together shrimp 
with 1 T. oil and paprika, on-
ion powder, and garlic pow-
der.  Let stand for 10 to 20 
minutes.  Preheat oven to 425.  
On a baking sheet, place ba-
guette slices.  Brush tops with 
2 T. oil.  Bake until golden 
and toasted, 8 to 10 minutes.  
Heat a skillet over high heat 
with 1 T. oil.  Add shrimp to 
pan in batches and cook for 2 
to 3 minutes.  In another large 
bowl, whisk together vinegar, 
chives, parsley, pepper and 
remaining 2 T. of oil.  Chop 
grilled shrimp into ½ inch 
pieces; add to vinegar mix-
ture, tossing to coat.  Serve 
with croutons

Sausage and 
Mushroom Stuffed 

Squash
	I have had acorn stuffed 

squash recipes before, but 
this one combine sausage and 
mushrooms.  The mushrooms 
add to the meaty flavor of the 
sausage, and of course, every-
thing is better with cheese.

3 medium acorn squash

1½ C. water
1 lb. bulk pork sausage
1 lb. sliced fresh mush-

rooms
1 large onion, chopped fine-

ly
1 celery rib, chopped finely
1 garlic clove, minced
½ C. beef broth
1 can cream of mushroom 

soup
1 C. salad croutons
½ C. 2% milk
1/3 C. Parmesan cheese
1 C. sharp shredded ched-

dar cheese, divided
	Cut squash in half, discard 

seeds.  Place cut side down in 
an ungreased sheet cake bak-
ing pan with sides.  Add wa-
ter.  Cover with foil and bake 
at 350 for 40 to 50 minutes or 
until tender.

	In a large skillet, cook the 
sausage, mushrooms, onions, 
celery, and garlic over medi-
um heat until meat is no lon-
ger pink; drain excess liquid.  
Add broth.  Bring to a boil; 
cook until liquid is reduced by 
half; stir in the soup, croutons, 
milk, Parmesan and ¾ C. of 
shredded cheddar.  Drain wa-
ter from squash.  Turn squash 
over, stuff with sausage mix-
ture.  Sprinkle with remain-
ing cheese.  Bake uncovered 
for 20 to 25 minutes or until 
heated through and cheese is 
melted.

Oktoberfest 
Casserole

	It is October, so this cas-
serole is a good one to serve 
during this month.  It has 
some traditional Oktoberfest 
ingredients:  brats and sau-
erkraut.  Enjoy this seasonal 
dish.

2 cans cheddar cheese soup
1 C. chicken broth or beer
1 C. sour cream
1 pkg. (32 oz.) frozen hash 

brown potatoes, thawed
1 can (14 oz.) sauerkraut, 

rinsed and well drained
2 C. shredded cheddar 

cheese
1 pkg. (14 oz.) fully cooked 

brats, chopped 
2 C. pretzel pieces
	Preheat the oven to 350.  

In a large bowl, whisk soup, 
beer or broth and sour cream 
until combined.  Stir in pota-
toes, sauerkraut, cheese and 
chopped bratwurst.  Transfer 
to a greased 9 x 13 baking 
dish.  Cover and bake for 45 
minutes.  Uncover and bake 
for 30 minutes.  Top with pret-
zel pieces.  Bake casserole un-
til bubbly and heated through, 
12 to 15 minutes longer.  Let 
stand 10 minutes before serv-
ing.

Chicken Broccoli 
Casserole

	I know I have given you a 
lot of casseroles with chick-
en and broccoli, but this one 
is really easy.  It uses stuff-
ing mix and cooked chicken.  
Once again, rotisserie chicken 
is your friend.  You can also 
use canned chicken.  This cas-
serole is an easy weeknight 
meal.

1 pkg. (6 oz.) chicken stuff-
ing mix

2 C. cubed cooked chicken
1 C. frozen broccoli florets, 

thawed
1 can broccoli cheese soup
1 C. shredded cheddar 

cheese
	Preheat the oven to 350.  

Prepare stuffing mix accord-
ing to package direction, 
using only 1½ C. water.  In 
a large bowl, combine the 
chicken, broccoli and soup.  
Transfer to a greased 11 x 7 
greased baking dish.  Top with 
stuffing; sprinkle with cheese.  
Bake covered for 20 minutes.  
Uncover and bake until heat-
ed through, 10 to 15 minutes 
longer.

Frosted Harvest Cake
	This pumpkin cake is moist 

and tastes like fall.  You can’t 
go wrong on a cake with 
cream cheese frosting.

1 can (18 oz.) pumpkin
4 eggs, room temperature
¾ C. canola oil
2 t. vanilla
2 C. flour
2 C. sugar
1 T. pumpkin pie spice
2 t. cinnamon
2 t. baking powder
1 t. baking soda
½ t. salt
Frosting
6 T. unsalted butter, soft-

ened
3 oz. cream cheese, soft-

ened
1 t. vanilla
1 t. 2% milk
1/8 t. salt
½ t. cinnamon (optional)
1½ to 2 C. powdered sugar
	In a large bowl, beat the 

pumpkin, eggs, oil and va-
nilla until blended.  Combine 
the dry ingredients in a sepa-
rate bowl; gradually stir into 
pumpkin mixture.  Pour into a 

greased 15x10x1 baking pan.  
Bake at 350 for 20 to 25 min-
utes.  In a small bowl, beat the 
butter, cream cheese, vanilla, 
milk and salt until smooth.  
Gradually add the powdered 
sugar until smooth (if desired 
add cinnamon).  Frost cake; 
cut into bars.  Store in the re-
frigerator.

Apple Dump Cake
	This is a simple dessert that 

has simple ingredients.  I have 
had cherry and peach dump 
cake recipes, but not apple.  Be 
sure you get the extra apples 
in the pie filling.  It is easy to 
make and easy to serve.

2 cans (20 oz. each) apple pie 
filling

1 pkg. yellow cake mix
1 C. butter, melted
Whipped cream
	Preheat oven to 350.  Spread 

pie filling into a greased 9x13 
baking dish.  Sprinkle with 
cake mix; drizzle with but-
ter.  Bake until golden brown, 
30 to 35 minutes.  Cool on a 
wire rack.  Serve with whipped 
cream.

Final Thoughts
	My mums are blooming 

beautifully, so it does seem 
like fall.  Someone said that we 
won’t lose leaves on the trees 
until we get cooler weather.  
My farmer friends are grateful 
for the dry weather so that they 
don’t have to spend the money 
to dry corn.  My lawn would 
like some rain, because it hasn’t 
had to be mowed in two weeks.  

	We inch closer to Hallow-
een.  Maybe the trick or treat-
ers won’t have to wear winter 
coats!  Football and volleyball 
seasons are winding down.  
The teams are getting closer to 
being set for the World Series.  
I really have no interest in base-
ball since there are no teams in 
my little corner of the world.  

	I am thinking of all those 
hurricane victims.  I know 
how bad water damage can be 
because I have had experience 
with it; however, it seems they 
just keep having to deal with 
hurricanes and tornadoes all 
the time.  My hope is that their 
recovery will be fast; living 
without electricity and basic 
supplies is terrible.  

	Because of the warm weath-
er, we haven’t had much need 
for soup recipes either!  Have 
a good week of enjoying some 
good outside activities.  We 
will be looking for some good 
squash and apple recipes, so 
send some favorites our way.  
We also will be looking for 
some pork recipes as well as 
some soup recipes.  If you find 
some recipes to share, you can 
contact us by email at scoop-
shopper@rvpublishing.com or 
by mail at From Lena’s Kitch-
ens, The Shopper’s Guide at 
Rock Valley Publishing, 1102 
Ann St., Delavan, WI 53115.  
Have a great week.

The not so skinny cook

The Journal • The Herald • The Gazette
Tempo • Belvidere Republican

The Clinton Topper • The Shopper
The Independent-Register

The Scoop Today • The Shopper’s Guide

Your weekly community 
news in your hands...

Find us online:
rvpnews.com • indreg.com

Weekly news such as:
Community news, police beat, local news, 

upcoming events, church news, legals, auctions, classifieds...

393035
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Service 
Corner

The Scoop Today 
& Shopper’s Guide

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

Nick Judge • 815-990-8937
www.sixpointservices.com

Residential and 
Commercial

Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning

Window Washing
Holiday Lighting

Fully insured
413671

462264

385630

240 W. Main St., Suite C • Lena, IL
Call for a quote • 815-369-4747

PRICE • COVERAGE • SERVICE

Gretchen
Rackow

Joe
Werhane

• Auto • Motorcycle • Boat • 

• Snowmobile • RV •

• Home • Renters • 

• Condo • Rented Dwelling •  

• Mobile Home •

• Business • Farm • Life • 

www.bussianinsurance.com

10240 N. Old Mill Rd.
McConnell, IL 61050

815-541-3348
heidrepair@yahoo.com

Snowblowers are HERE!
Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

462202

PRE-SEASON
     SAVINGS
         NOW
            THROUGH
                  OCT. 31

Fall Clearance 
on remaining 

in-stock mower 
inventory.

(Formerly Wybourn Construction)

Cell: 608-558-1095
Lena, IL

bobwybourn@gmail.com
• Windows•Doors•Kitchens

•Bathrooms•Decks
No Job Too Small To Appreciate!

407366

PEARL CITY SEAMLESS 
GUTTERS INC.

815-291-6449

5” & 6” Seamless 
Gutters & Gutter Guards Available. 

Multi-color, Color Match.
Owner Operated

423071

Walk-Up flu shot clinics 
scheduled for fall 2024

	FHN is offering a full 
schedule of walk-up flu shot 
clinics at locations throughout 
northwest Illinois.  All events 
are open to the public. Adults 
under 65 years of age will 
get a trivalent vaccine that 
protects against 3 strains of 
influenza for  $35. Adults 65 
and over will receive a high-
dose  version of the vaccine 
($85). There is no out-of-
pocket expense for those 
covered by Medicare Part 
B (please present Medicare 
card) or a Medicare HMO ac-
cepted by FHN (list available 
at each location – covered 
persons MUST present the 
Medicare HMO card instead 
of the Medicare card for the 
billing process).

	Immunizations may be 
paid for by cash or check 
payable to FHN (no credit or 
debit cards will be accepted). 
Please note that these prices 
are only available at these flu 
shot clinics; other rates may 
apply in FHN offices. No oth-
er insurance coverage can be 
accepted at these flu shot clin-
ics, and per government reg-
ulations, no Medicaid cards 
can be accepted at these loca-
tions.

	Because of federal guide-
lines to prevent identity 
theft, everyone  must  present 
a photo ID to receive an im-
munization. For their own 
safety, children should be 
immunized at their regular 
healthcare provider’s office. 
Persons with allergy to eggs 

or the flu vaccine, those with 
an illness accompanied by a 
fever or depressed immune 
system should not receive 
the flu immunization at these 
locations. For more informa-
tion, call FHN Community 
Services at 815-599-7437.

 
This year’s clinics 
include:

 October 10 • 1 – 3 p.m. at 
Mest Manor, 525 Third Street, 
Savanna

October 11 • 9 a.m. – noon 
at Carroll County Senior 
Center, 17612 Benton Street, 
Mount Carroll (free blood 
pressure screening also avail-
able to the public)

October 13 • 10 a.m. – noon 
at First Lutheran Church, 301 
S. Clay, Mount Carroll

October 17 • 10:30 – 11:30 
a.m. at Liberty Village Es-
tates, 2080 Navajo Drive, 
Freeport (free blood pressure 
screening also available to the 
public)

October 20 • 8:30 – 10:30 
a.m. at Faith United Method-
ist Church, 1440 S. Walnut 
Avenue, Freeport

October 22 •  10 a.m. – 
noon at Bethel United Meth-
odist Church, 217 S. Hickory 
Street, Shannon

October 25 •  10 a.m. – 1 
p.m. at Golden Meals, 524 W. 
Stephenson St. (lower level) 
Freeport (free blood pressure 
screening also available to the 
public)

Felony possession of 
a firearm and domestic 
violence arrest

	On Oct. 5, 2024, Officers 
with the Freeport Police De-
partment were dispatched to a 
residence in the 300 block of 
N. Galena Avenue regarding 
a domestic violence incident. 
When Officers arrived on 
scene, they met with a female 
victim who had visible inju-
ries. William P. Higgs, a 55- 
year-old resident of Freeport, 
was also on scene and arrested 
for domestic battery. 

	During the course of the 
investigation, Officers addi-
tionally learned that William 
Higgs was illegally in posses-
sion of firearms inside of his 
residence. A search warrant 
was obtained for the residence 
and Officers recovered two  
semi-automatic pistols and 
ammunition from inside of the 
residence. 

	Felony charges of Domes-
tic Battery and Unlawful Use 
of a Weapon by a Felon were 
approved for William Higgs 
by the Stephenson County 
State’s Attorney. Higgs was 
arrested and transported to 
the Police Department where 

he was processed. Higgs was 
then taken to the Stephenson 
County Jail where he was re-
leased into the custody of the 
Stephenson County Sheriff’s 
Office and is currently being 
held pending the outcome of a 
detention hearing. 

	The public is reminded that 
the defendant is presumed in-
nocent and is entitled to a fair 
trial, at which the government 
has the burden of proving guilt 
beyond a reasonable doubt. 

Shots fired incident
	On Oct. 9, 2024, at 10:26 

p.m., Officers of the Freeport 
Police Department responded 
to a Sound Thinking alert in 
the 500 block of W. Broadway 
Street in reference to a shots 
fired incident.

	An Officer in the area also 
heard the gunshots being fired 
and believed the shots were 
south of the Police Depart-
ment. As Officers responded, 
three male subjects dressed 
in all dark clothing were ob-
served by an Officer running 
northwest in the area of Lo-
cust Avenue and Lincoln Bou-
levard.

	Other Officers surrounded 

Freeport police reports
the area and began pursuing 
the suspect males as they con-
tinued to run. At one point, 
one of the males was ob-
served holding a firearm as he 
ran. That male was eventually 
apprehended in the 500 block 
of W. Addison Street. He was 
identified as a 17-year- old 
male juvenile who is a res-
ident of Freeport. A loaded 
semi-automatic firearm was 
recovered from the area the 
juvenile was apprehended. A 
second male was apprehended 
in the 600 block of W. Ste-
phenson Street. He was iden-
tified as a 17-year-old male 

juvenile who is a resident of 
Freeport. A loaded semi-auto-
matic firearm was recovered 
from the area the juvenile 
was apprehended. The third 
suspect male remains at large.  
Felony firearms offenses were 
approved for both juvenile 
males. The juvenile males 
were transported to the Kane 
County Juvenile Detention 
Center.

	At this time, it is believed 
this incident was not a random 
act of violence. The Freeport 
Police Department is asking 
anyone who may have infor-
mation about this incident to 

contact either the Freeport Po-
lice Department at 815-235-
8222, Stateline Area Crime 
Stoppers at 866-TIPSNOW, 
or through texting at Tip411.

Homicide investigation
	On Oct. 9, 2024, at 8:44 

p.m., Officers of the Freeport 
Police Department respond-
ed to a Sound Thinking alert 
in the 1000 block of S. Float 
Avenue in reference to a shots 
fired incident.

	When Officers arrived on 
scene, they discovered one 
male victim who had been 
struck by gun fire. The victim 

was taken to FHN Hospital 
by Freeport Fire Department 
paramedics and later pro-
nounced deceased. Timmothy 
Green, a 29-year-old Freeport 
resident, has been identified 
as the individual who died 
as a result of being struck by 
gunfire. 

The Freeport Police Depart-
ment is investigating the inci-
dent and is asking anyone who 
may have information to con-
tact the Freeport Police De-
partment at 815-235-8222, the 
Stateline Area Crime Stoppers 
at 866-TIPSNOW or through 
texting at Tip411. 

See clinics, Page 15
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LEGAL NOTICES

Revenues:
Corporate Replacement Taxes $ 31,278
Sales Taxes  652,043
Use Taxes  64,992
Business Development 
    District Taxes  266,697
State Income Tax  287,574
Motor Fuel Taxes  75,894
Property Taxes  571,425
Licenses and Permits  22,731
Fines and Forfeitures  20,933
Reimbursements from 
    State of Illinois $ 6,199
Cable Franchise Fees  13,225
Telecommunications Fee  31,484
Video gaming  100,513
Water, Sewer and Garbage  
    Receipts  1,525,224
Interest Earnings  147,173
Rent  13,655
Miscellaneous  192,618
Other Financing sources
Total Revenues; $ 4,023,658

Vendors over $2,500:
AC Pavement Striping Co. $ 143,588,34
Alliance law Office, P.C., 
    Philip F. Jensen  5,611.50
American legal  Publishing Corp 2,577.33
Bard Materials  4,902.36
Barkau Automotive  8,400.00
Barkau Automotive, Inc.  14,549.74
Black Cat Seal Coating & 
    Asphalt Maint, Justin Pl  2,750.00
Blue Cross & Blue Shield 
    Of Illinois  82,148.12
Brewster Cheese Company  22,635.00
Brown, Marquita  6,009.00
Buckeye Power Sales Co., Inc.  3,998.58
Cargill, Inc  28,702.39
Caseys General Stores, Inc  7,169.05
CFPS  24,500.00
CFPS  4,500.00
Civic Systems,  LLC  18,520.00
Collins Sanitary, LLC  4,950.00
ComEd  78,188.56
Core & Main LP  8,147.54
Crystal image Cleaning Inc  5,529.16
Direct Energy Business  68,961.48
Elevated Roofing  7,480.00
Fischer Excavating, Inc.  75,170.05
FNH  Ready Mix, Inc.  3,642.00
Freeport Metal Specialists, Co.  11,112.00
Frink’s Sewer And Drain Inc.  17,610.00
Fritz Nursery & Garden 

    Center, Inc.  4,564.35
Frontier  3,229.46
Gills Freeport  Disposal  203,960.00
Globe Life Liberty National 
    Division  8,143.92
Granse/Trio Sales, LLC  5,583,60
Heidenreich, Thomas  43,667.87
Helm Materials  75,597.55
IEPA l17-2982  38,106.42
IEPA l17-4467  30,935.56
IEPA l17-5438  44,604.48
IEPA l17-5S55  52,769.55
Ill DEPT REVENUE  42,189.44
Illinois Countries  Risk 
    Management Trust  71,009.00
Illinois EPA (NPDES)  10,000.00
Illinois EPA laboratory  3,907.15
ILLINOIS MUNICIPAL  
    RETIREMENT FU  142,192.16
Illinois Municipal Retirement  
    Fund, Voluntary A  35,927.13
Illinois Public Risk Fund  32,804.00
Illinois State Disbursement Unit 39,043.88
J.P. Dragline Services  45,000.00
JCE CO-OP  5,584.94
Karl Chevrolet, Inc.  105,443.40
Kathleen Field Orr 
    & Associates  2,728.00
Kevin R Pierce Electric Inc  3,369.68
Larson & Larson Builders Inc.  521,950.89
Lee Jensen Sales Co., Inc.  11,585.00
Lexipol LLC  5,091.83
Lyons Lab  3,432.00
M & M Concrete, Inc,  3,975.00
Mahoney Publishing  2,520.72
Martelle Water Treatment  18,366.92
MediaCom  2,791
Metz Welding  3,200
Molitor Plumbing  8,591
Molitor Plumbing  11,139
Monroe Truck Equipment Inc  10,816
MSA  3,720
MSA, Project 71035  4,590
MSA Professional Services  5,795
MSA Professional Services  222,121
MSA Professional Services  244,917
MSA Professional Services  6,890
MSA Professional Services Inc. 18,808
MSA Professional Services Inc. 5,800
Mud Run Beer Co.  15,969
Mud Run Beer Co.  9,095
Mullen Tree Care  34,500
Oppold Backhoe Service, Inc  2,878
Ottosen  DiNolfo Hasenbalg 
    Castaldo Ltd 5,008

Annual Treasurer’s Report
Village of Stockton

Fiscal Year Beginning May 1, 2023 and Ending April, 30, 2024

Prairie State Tractor  33,366
Purchase Power  2,706
Quill Corporation- Acct C806229 2,780
Raisbeck Painting  10,021
RK Heating, Cooling & Electric 6,100
Scott Stichter  4,449
Sicalco ltd.  2,573
Stephenson Service Company  6,495
Stockton Ace Hardware  4,634
Stockton Ace Hardware- TIF  11,000
Stockton Auto Supply  2,777
Stockton Chamber Of Commerce 3,150
Stockton Fireworks Committee  3,000
Stockton Heritage Museum  8,196
Stockton School District #206  13,000
Stockton Township Road District 3,100
The Stewart Law Firm, P.C.  6,594
Tri-State Computers,  LLC  9,730
United Healthcare Insurance Co. 6,818
United States Treasury  237,161
USA Blue Book  5,256
Utility Service Co., Inc.  34,121
Vanderheyden  Furniture  5,335
Verizon  5,181
Village Of Stockton, 
    Surplus/Petty  2,910.43
Village Of Stockton, Water  
    Deposit Fund  3,258.13
VISA- 4799  6,526.40
VISA- 5515  7,592.99
Wards Grove Township 
    Road District   2,594.00

Westaby Concrete, 
    Brandon Westaby  15,052.00
Wex Bank  6,854.19
WEX Bank  23,730.98
Willett Hofmann & 
    Associates, Inc  18,660.38
Williams Brothers 
    Construction, Inc.              3,032,511.78
Willow  Repair Shop, 
    Al Nowviock   7,862.17
WIPFLI LLP   22,025.00
All other under $2,500   115,805

Grand Total  $ 6,588,191

Salaries:
Salaries under $25,000: Richard Strain, 

Daniel Kunz, Cheryl Bourland, Mark 
Heidenreich, Irene Logemann, Karl Olson, 
Carol Rowe, Kathleen Wachter, Susanne 
Young, Billie Jo Eisfeller, Linda Gonnerman, 
Mitch Kappes, Terry McGovern, Leslie 
Hawley, Gayle Lingle, Diane Bradley- 
TEMP

Salaries from $25,000 to $49,999: Amy 
Haas, Rena Eden - Resigned 3/1/24, Kevin 
Schubert, Stefanie Hatley

Salaries above $50,000: Christian Schock, 
Brad Schubert, Kevin Stewart, Cole 
Vanderheyden, Jeff Altfillisch, Rob Sigafus, 
Aaron Sullivan, Steve Rice, Jacob Perry, 
Brice Doubler

Village of Stockton
Summary Statement of Condition

Fiscal Year Beginning May 1, 2023 and Ending April 30, 2024

Beginning  Special
 General Revenue Enterprise
Fund Balance $    1,070,579  $    854,360  $   11,363,993
Revenues Received 1,416,663  992,202  1,614,793
Expenditures Disbursed (1,250,056)  (672,832)  (906,585)
Depreciation   (817,228)
Other  Financing:
    Sources 74,371 105,706 4,771,077
    Uses (175,878) (25,000) (502,295)
Ending $   1,135,679 $ 1,254,436 $   15,523,755

Subscribed  and sworn to this 9th day of Oct., 2024.
 Brenda Baczek
 Brenda Baczek, Treasurer
I, Stefanie Hatley, Village Clerk of the Village of Stockton, Jo Daviess County, Illinois do 
hereby certify that the above is a true copy of the Annual Treasurer’s Report for the fiscal 
year ending April 30, 2024.
 Stefanie Hatley
 Stefanie Hatley, Village Clerk
    (SEAL)

(Published in The Scoop Today Oct. 16, 2024)
462835

NOTICE OF LEASE 
OF PROPERTY 

OWNED BY THE 
VILLAGE OF 

STOCKTON AND 
INVITATION TO BID

The Village of Stockton 
will accept bids for the 
lease, under the successful 
bid, of the following de-
scribed property:

36.4 acres, more or less, 
of farm ground common-
ly referred to as the “land-
fill farm ground” located 
in part of the NE 114 of 
Section 18, Township 27 
North, Range 5 East of 
the 4th P.M., Jo Daviess 
County, IL, located in 
the general vicinity of the 
Stockton landfill near the 

former railroad tracks in 
Wards Grove Township.

Bids for the lease of said 
property are hereby invit-
ed and will be received 
by the Village Clerk, Ste-
fanie Hatley, in person at 
the Village Hall, 155 W. 
Front Ave., Stockton, IL or 
by mail at P.O. Box 186, 
Stockton, IL 61085.

Bids shall bear the leg-
end “Bid-Lease of Farm 
Ground” and the name 
and address of bidder.  
Bids will be accepted un-
til the close of business on 
November 8, 2024.  Bids 
should be accompanied 
by a check for 10% of the 
lease amount bid for 1 
year and be made payable 
to the Village of Stockton.

Said lease shall be for the 
three (3) year term begin-
ning March 1, 2025 and 
ending February 28, 2028. 
The cash farm lease shall 
provide ha l f  of the annu-
al amount of the rent to be 
paid on March 1st of each 
year of the lease term and 
the balance to be paid by 
December 1st of each year 
of the lease term.

All bids received will be 
opened and read during 
the regular meeting of the 
Board of Trustees at the 
Village Hall on Tuesday, 
November 12, 2024, at 
7:00 PM.

A lease may be award-
ed to the highest bidder 
whose bid is found to be 
in the best interest of the 
Village of Stockton. The 

Trustees reserve the right 
to reject any and all bids 
and to waive any informal-
ities or irregularities in the 
bidding. The Trustees fur-
ther reserve the right to 
review and study any and 
all bids and to make a lease 
award within 30 days after 
the bids have been opened 
and read. The checks of 
unsuccessful bidders shall 
be promptly returned by 
mail.

Additional information 
concerning terms and con-
ditions may be obtained 
by contacting the Village 
Clerk at (815) 947-2515.

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

Oct. 16 & 23, 2024)
462673

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS

NICHOLAS PAULEY,
    Petitioner,
  v.
SAVANNAH COLLIER,
    Respondent.

Case No: 2024 FA 72
NOTICE BY 

PUBLICATION

YOU, SAVANNAH COL-
LIER, ARE HEREBY NO-
TIFIED that this case has 
commenced in this Court 
and is pending against 
you asking for allocation 
of parental responsibili-
ties and other relief. UN-

LESS YOU FILE YOUR 
Response or otherwise file 
your Appearance in this 
case in the office of the 
Clerk of the Circuit of the 
15th Judicial Circuit, Ste-
phenson County, Illinois 
at 15 N Galena Ave Ste 
2 2nd floor, Freeport, IL 
61032 before Friday, No-
vember 1, 2024, or appear 
in person in Courtroom 2 
of the Stephenson County 
Courthouse at 15 N Galena 
Ave Ste 2 2nd floor, Free-
port, IL 61032 on Friday, 
November 1, 2024, or via 
Zoom, Meeting ID# 884 
9664 9272. If you cannot 
log on through a computer 
or smart phone, please dial 
any of the numbers below 
from a phone: (312) 626-

Continued on next page
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Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE, rvpnews.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

392651

NOTICE FOR LEGAL 
DEADLINE CHANGE

The legal deadline for this paper 
will be changing to

FRIDAYS at 3:30 p.m.
beginning November 8, 2024
for the following week’s paper

462913

Continued from previous page
6799, (646) 558-8656, 
or (346) 248-7799. A 
JUDGMENT BY DE-
FAULT MAY BE TAK-
EN AGAINST YOU FOR 
THE RELIEF ASKED IN 
THIS COMPLAINT. Pre-
pared by: Brooke Zamora, 
Simmons Law, LLC, One 
Court Place Ste 404, Rock-
ford, IL 61101, (815) 570-
9662, brooke.zamora@
simmonslaw.org. 

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 
Oct. 2, 9 & 16, 2024)

461884

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

JO DAVIESS COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

NEWREZ LLC 
D/B/A SHELLPOINT 
MORTGAGE 
SERVICING,
    PLAINTIFF,
  VS.
DAVID C THOMPSON; 
THE GALENA 
TERRITORY 
ASSOCIATION, INC.; 
SHENANDOAH 
HOME OWNERS 
ASSOCIATION,
    DEFENDANTS.

NO. 2023FC11
4 APPALOOSA LANE 

GALENA, IL 61036
NOTICE OF SALE 

PURSUANT TO 
JUDGMENT OF 
FORECLOSURE

UNDER ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE 

FORECLOSURE ACT
PUBLIC NOTICE IS 

HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered by the Court in the 
above entitled cause on 
September 3, 2024, Judi-
cial Sales Corporation will 
on November 20, 2024, in 
JoDaviess County Court-
house 330 North Bench 
Street, (east door), Galena, 
IL 61036, at 10:00 AM, 
sell at public auction and 
sale to the highest bidder 
for cash, all and singular, 
the following described 
real estate mentioned in 
said Judgment, situated 
in the County of Jo Da-
viess, State of Illinois, or 
so much thereof as shall 
be sufficient to satisfy said 
Judgment:

LOT 47 IN SHENAN-
DOAH UNIT NO. 10 
OF BRANIGAR’S THE 
GALENA TERRITO-
RY LOCATED IN THE 

SOUTHWEST QUAR-
TER OF THE NORTH-
EAST QUARTER; THE 
SOUTHEAST QUAR-
TER OF THE NORTH-
EAST QUARTER; THE 
NORTHEAST QUAR-
TER OF THE SOUTH-
WEST QUARTER; THE 
SOUTHWEST QUAR-
TER OF THE SOUTH-
WEST QUARTER; THE 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER 
OF THE SOUTHWEST 
QUARTER AND THE 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 28; THE 
NORTHEAST QUARTER 
OF THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF SEC-
TION 33; AND IN THE 
SOUTHWEST QUAR-
TER OF THE NORTH-
WEST QUARTER; THE 
NORTHWEST QUAR-
TER OF THE SOUTH-
WEST QUARTER AND 
THE SOUTHWEST 
QUARTER OF THE 
SOUTHWEST QUAR-
TER OF SECTION 27; 
ALL IN TOWNSHIP 
28 NORTH, RANGE 2 
EAST OF THE FOURTH 
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, 
GUILFORD TOWNSHIP, 
JO DAVIESS COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS, ACCORDING 
TO THE PLAT THEREOF 
RECORDED SEPTEM-
BER 6, 1979 AS DOC-
UMENT NO. 153059 IN 
PLAT BOOK 14, PAGES 
90, 91 AND 92 AND NOW 
LOCATED IN PLAN 
HOLD B OF PLATS, 
NOS. 53-B, 54-A AND B, 
55-A AND B AND 56-A.

TAX NO. 08-110-047-00
COMMONLY KNOWN 

AS: 4 Appaloosa Lane
Galena, IL 61036
Description of Improve-

ments: The property is a 
single family home.

The Judgment amount 
was $378,807.31.

Sale Terms: This is an 
“AS IS” sale for “CASH”. 
The successful bidder must 
deposit 10% down by cer-
tified funds; balance, by 
certified funds, within 24 
hours. NO REFUNDS.

The subject property 
is subject to general real 
estate taxes, special as-
sessments or special taxes 
levied against said real es-
tate, water bills, etc., and 
is offered for sale without 
any representation as to 
quality or quantity of title 
and without recourse to 
plaintiff. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by 
the court.

Upon payment in full of 
the bid amount, the pur-

chaser shall receive a Cer-
tificate of Sale, which will 
entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT 
be open for inspection. 
Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the 
court file to verify all infor-
mation.

The successful purchaser 
has the sole responsibili-
ty/expense of evicting any 
tenants or other individuals 
presently in possession of 
the subject premises.

If this property is a con-
dominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale, other than 
a mortgagee shall pay the 
assessments and the legal 
fees required by The Con-
dominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and 
(g)(4).

IF YOU ARE THE 
MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE IL-
LINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For Information: Visit our 
website at http://ilforeclo-
suresales.mrpllc.com.

Between 3 p.m. and 5 
p.m. only - McCalla Ray-
mer Leibert Pierce, LLC, 
Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 1 N. 
Dearborn St., Suite 1200, 
Chicago, IL 60602. Tel. 
No. (312) 346-9088. Please 
refer to file# 23-15186IL

PURSUANT TO THE 
FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT, 
THE PLAINTIFF’S AT-
TORNEY IS DEEMED 
TO BE A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT AND 
ANY INFORMATION 
WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.

Plaintiff’s attorney is not 
required to provide addi-
tional information other 
than that set forth in this 
notice of sale.
I3252981

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

Oct. 9, 16 & 23, 2024)
462287

LEGAL NOTICES

Rock Valley Publishing
Can Publish Your Legals.

Call 815-877-4044

Or email your legals to
legals@rvpublishing.com

425123

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Rotary Club presents Paul Kindig 
Student of the Quarter Award	 The Rotary Club of Galena presented its Paul Kindig Student of the Quarter Awards 
to five area Jo Daviess County students on Friday, Oct. 4 at the DeSoto House Hotel. 
The sophomore students include (left to right) Mayci Mullen (Warren), Gracie Allen 
(River Ridge), Lucas Brennen (Stockton), Justo Aguirre Marín (Galena), and Collin 
Curtís (Scales Mound).

Learn about stroke at free FHN program
	Every 40 seconds, anoth-

er American has a stroke. 
The public is invited to learn 
about stroke at a special FHN 
Speaker Series event Oct. 16.

 FHN Stroke Program Co-
ordinator Tracy Love, MSN, 
RN, CNL, will talk about the 
risk factors for stroke, signs 
and symptoms, treatment op-
tions, and how to help prevent 
a stroke from occurring at 
5:30 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 16 
at the FHN Family Healthcare 
Center – Burchard Hills, 1010 
W. Fairway Drive in Freeport.

	FHN Memorial Hospital 
has been rated by the Illinois 
Department of Public Health 
as an Acute Stroke Ready 
Hospital, and Tracy will dis-

cuss FHN’s teleneurology ca-
pabilities connecting the FHN 
Stroke Team to a Regional 
Comprehensive Stroke Cen-
ter partner for collaboration 
on care of stroke patients, 
including advanced treatment 

options.
	The program is free to 

attend, but registration is 
required.  Visit fhn.org/
stroke  for more information 
and to register, or call toll-free 
1-877-600-0346, ext. 901.
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 help wanted

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

To place an ad in our
Help Wanted Section
Call (815) 369-4112

 real estate

FIND YOUR NEXT RIDE
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS real estate

 for sale

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real 
estate advertising in this newspa-
per is subject to the Fair Housing 
Act which makes it illegal to ad-
vertise any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, disability, famil-
iar/ status or national origin, or an 
intention to make any such prefer-
ence,  limitation or discrimination. 
Familial status includes children 
under the age of 18 living with 
parents or legal custodians, preg-
nant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18. This 
newspaper will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real es-
tate which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. To com-
plain of discrimination call HUD 
toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The 
toll-free tele phone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-
9275. EQUAL HOUSING OP-
PORTUNITY

For details on 
placing an ad in our

Classified 
Section

Call
815-369-4112
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20%-30% Commission
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Submit your application
to sales@alpineag.xyz
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240 W. Main St., Suite A, Lena, IL 61048
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May You Have A 
Healthy & Prosperous 

New Year
Nick, Annie & Kris
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Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

By Beth Hundsdorfer
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Local hospitals and health 
departments will get help 
from the Illinois Department 
of Public Health and the Illi-
nois Emergency Management 
Agency to meet the healthcare 
demand during a COVID-19 
surge, adding staffing to pro-
vide medical care and provide 

vaccines and testing.
The state will also help ramp 

up COVID-19 testing, now op-
erating six days a week to in-
crease availability. That started 
Monday.

“We are also increasing test-
ing and continuing to distribute 
monoclonal antibodies, anti-vi-
ral pills and any treatments or 
personal protective equipment 

communities need,” Gov. JB 
Pritzker said during a news 
conference. “I will continue to 
do everything possible to pro-
tect all the people of this state, 
whatever your vaccine status. 
But what kind of year 2022 
turns out to be depends on all 
of us doing what is best for all 
of us.”

 Pritzker was on a call with 

President Joe Biden and the 
National Governors Associa-
tion on Dec. 27 to discuss the 
response to the Omicron vari-
ant.

Illinois Department of Pub-
lic Health Director Dr. Ngozi 
Ezike confirmed that Illinois 
is seeing higher hospitalization 
rates. The state is now averag-
ing 500 hospital admissions a 

State to assist with mass vaccinations, testing 
operations, hospital staffing to battle COVID-19 surge

Illinois will send personnel and resources to county health departments
day due to COVID-19. While 
Illinois was still battling the 
Delta variant of COVID-19, 
the Omicron variant was intro-
duced a couple of weeks ago. 
The Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention said earlier 
last month that the Omicron 
variant is the dominant strain 
of COVID-19 in the U.S. with 
more than 73 percent of new 
cases attributable to the variant.

To protect from the 
COVID-19, harm reduction 
strategies will still need to be 
employed, Ezike said, like 
wearing masks, social distanc-
ing, hand-washing and staying 
away from large crowds.

“We have a vaccine that is 
highly effective at preventing 
severe illness and death,” Ezike 
said. “Currently, we are seeing 
a demand for booster doses, 
but it is critically important for 
those who have yet to receive 
even one dose of vaccine to get 

vaccinated.”
The vast majority of cases, 

hospitalizations and deaths are 
among the unvaccinated, Ezike 
said.

Those most at risk:
· Are more than 65 years old.
· Suffer from heart, liver or 

kidney disease.
· Are immunocompromised.
· Have diabetes.
Vaccine clinics will be held 

in Cook, DuPage, Lake, Will, 
Kane, St. Clair, McLean, San-
gamon, Peoria, Winnebago, 
Jackson and Adams counties. 
Anyone age 12 older can get 
a first or second dose at these 
locations.

Community-based testing 
sites will be open Monday 
through Saturday in Aurora, 
Arlington Heights, South Hol-
land, Fairview Heights, Peo-
ria, Bloomington, Champaign, 
Harwood Heights, Rockford 
and Waukegan.

Jo Daviess food pantry 
fundraiser a success

 Each year Shepherd of the 
Hills Lutheran Church holds 
a Steak Fry with all proceeds 
going to support the seven Jo 
Daviess County food pantries.  
The last two years, due to the 
Covid Pandemic, the church 
has hosted a virtual “Steak 
Fry” to continuing garnering 
support.  On Dec. 27, 2021, 

Larry Cording, Steak Fry 
Chairperson, and Pastor Jim 
Mehltretter met with county 
food pantry representatives.  
Thanks to the generosity of 
“Steak Fry” proceeds and 
congregational donations, 
checks totaling $2,800 were 
dispersed, with a $400 check 
going to each food pantry.
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24-HOUR SERVICE ON ALL BRANDS

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

www.superiorhvacservices.com

New installation • Remodeling
Routine maintenance • Repairs
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Serving the communities in Stephenson County

410588

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
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g Free Pickup & Delivery
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g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

ACCIDENTS HAPPEN!
Let us take the worry out of having your vehicle repaired.

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 After winning their first 
game of the season, the Le-
na-Winslow boys’ varsity 
basketball squad went on 
a five-game losing streak.  
After a tough loss to a Bel-
leville, Wisconsin team, 
the Panthers struggled to 
recover.  They went on to 
lose their next four, three 
of which were losses by ten 
points or less.  

 With a record of 2-6, the 
Panthers prepared to play in 

the Erie Tournament to end 
their 2021.  Le-Win got the 
tournament off to a good 
start with a 51-46 win over 
Orion.  It was a good confi-
dence boost for the Panthers, 
as they picked up their third 
win of the season with a 
tough opponent ahead. 

 Later that day, the Pan-
thers faced off with a Beech-
er squad in a game that 
would require overtime de-
cide.  Heading into the extra 
period tied 44-44, Beecher 
outscored the Panthers 7-6, 

handing the Panthers their 
seventh loss of the season.  
They would not let the over-
time loss deter them, howev-
er.  The Panthers managed to 
bounce back with back-to-
back wins in their next two 
games.  

 On Wednesday, Decem-
ber 29, the Panthers faced 
off with Mercer County in 
their third game of the tour-
nament.  The first quarter 
had plenty of scoring as both 
teams combined for twen-
ty-five points.  Le-Win held 

the advantage, however, go-
ing into the second quarter 
up 15-10. 

 Luke Benson caught fire 
in the second quarter.  The 
senior guard hit a trio of 
three-pointers and totaled 
thirteen points in the second 
quarter, helping to extend 
the Panthers’ lead.  In fact, 
Luke scored every single 
second quarter point for the 
Panthers, leading them to a 
28-22 lead heading into half-
time. 

 It was Brody Mahon who 
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Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

Panthers earn back to back wins
took over in the third quarter.  
Mahon posted twelve third 
quarter points, including a 
pair of his own three-point-
ers.  Luke added another 
five points of his own as the 
duo helped the Panthers take 
a 47-31 lead into the final 
quarter.  With a sixteen-point 
cushion, Le-Win managed to 
coast their way to a 56-37 
victory over Mercer County.  
Mahon led the team in scor-
ing with twenty-three points, 
while Luke was right be-
hind him with twenty of his 
own.  Both of them hit four 
three-pointers on the game 
as the Panthers hit on nine 
total threes in the game.  The 
offensive breakout was nice 
to see as Le-Win looks to 
climb back to five hundred 
on the season. 

 The next day, the Panthers 
were set to face off with a 
5-6 Stark County team.  At 
4-7 themselves, the Pan-
thers were slight underdogs.  
However, it appeared to be 
an even matchup from the 
start.  

 It was the three-point 
shot that sparked momentum 
for the Panthers in the first 
quarter.  Both Mahon and 
Ayden Packard hit a three as 
Le-Win looked to keep up 
with Stark Co.  The Panthers 
found themselves trailing 
12-10 at the end of the first. 

 Some good defense in the 
second quarter, to go along 
with six points from Luke, 
the Panthers managed to flip 
the cards before halftime 
as they led Stark Co. 23-18 
heading into the break. 

 Le-Win put on a dis-

play of chemistry in the 
third quarter.  As a team, 
they combined for fourteen 
points.  No individual scored 
more than four points in the 
quarter, however, as five 
Panthers helped contribute 
those fourteen points.  While 
holding Stark to just five 
points in the third, Le-Win 
managed to take another big 
37-23 lead into the fourth. 

 With the fourteen point 
advantage, the Panthers 
managed to coast their way 
to a 40-29 victory for their 
fifth win of the season.  De-
spite being just 1-5 at one 
point, the Panthers are now 
4-2 over their last six games.  
Lena-Winslow Head Coach, 
Kyle Benson, never gave up 
hope on his squad as he re-
mained focused on the task 
at hand.  Quite simply, Kyle 
credits the recent success to 
“just playing better.”  

 The Panthers have gone 
back to the basics and that 
has paid off for them.  Kyle 
explained, we are turning the 
ball over less, taking better 
shots, and playing sound de-
fense.”  While he is satisfied 
with their improvement in 
recent weeks, Kyle remains 
focused on improving each, 
and every, day.  “We still 
have some areas to shore 
up.”  Kyle said, adding “Our 
kids are trusting this process 
and we are hoping our best 
basketball is still ahead of 
us.”  

 The Panthers will be back 
in action on Saturday, Jan-
uary 8, when they travel to 
Orangeville for their first 
game of 2022.  
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Auction  Deadline
is Noon Friday! 

Contact Rhonda at
rmarshall@rvpublishing.com 

for information on advertising.

OUTSTANDING JOB OPPORTUNITY!

 warehouse supervisor 
and circulation assistant

Previous newspaper distribution/inserting experience 
preferred but not necessary. We will train the right individual. 

This could be the opportunity you’ve been looking for.
 APPLY NOW! DeLAvAN, Wis. LOcAtiON 

Email: LSweet@RVpublishing.com 
or call to inquire 262-725-7704

We ARe PUBlISheRS Of lOcAl WeeklY NeWSPAPeRS
460863

HELP WANTED

Oak Leaf Plumbing
815-541-5262 www.oakleafhomecompany.com

Oak Leaf Plumbing is 
looking for an Illinois 

State Licensed Plumber.
40-45 pay range, paid 

time off, 40 hrs a week, 
no nights or weekends. 459232

444841

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing is looking for a Part-

Time Advertising Sales Executive. 
Approximately 20 hours per week.

We publish newspapers, shoppers, and 
niche publications throughout the stateline. 
You have the opportunity to sell into all Rock 
Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making 
your paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:

Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising
Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com

Fax: (262) 725-6844

 transportation
Automobiles

1977 OLDSMOBILE CUTLAS 
BROUGHAM Mint condition. 
$11,000, OBO. Call 262-379-
4161.

1990 CADILLAC FLEETWOOD 
Coral. Florida car no rust. 1 own-
er. 45k miles. $11,000. OBO. Call 
262-379-4161.

2004 MONTE CARLO Mint 
condition. Mechanically sound. 
$10,000. OBO Call 262-379-
4161.

Boats
ALL ALUM. SMALL pontoon 
boat.  Elec. start motor + trailer.  
Putting away for winter, will sell at 
$6500 OBO.  Hurry-Call George, 
608-897-4177.

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Building 
Materials

FREE - PLACE TO DUMP YOUR 
Old cement or masonry. Call Bill 
Dietz Lena, IL. Call 815-369-
4334.

Burial Needs
7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to 
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva, 
WI 53147. This is a private sale. 
Contact Randy, the seller at 
randy@slpublishers.com.

Lawn & Garden
FOR SALE : 1 CRAFTSMEN & 
1 Toro Snow Blower, 26” & 1 Toro 
Lawn mower. All 3 for $650. OBO. 
630-279-0629

Sports/Classic 
Cars

1952 CHEVY PICKUP Solid Ne-
vada truck, runs great. $19,750. 
(262) 949-6997.

Trucks & Trailers
1999 EAST FLATBED TRAILER 
Spread Axle,  L 45 ft’ x 96” W, lo-
cated in Darien, WI. $6,500. 847-
826-8570.

2009 FORD F150 LARIAT Super 
Crew. 118,000 miles. Exc. cond. 
Always garaged. Blue with Beige. 
Leather. $14,000. OBO. Call or 
text 815-824-2121.

Vans, Mini Vans
2010 FORD E350 WORK VAN 
Runs & Rides Excellent. New 
motor & trans 100k mi. $6,500. 
OBO. Call 779-702-3203.

Call
815-369-4112

for details
on placing an ad

Time To
Sell Your 
Home?
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If so, we wIll run your ad In THe
scoop Today and sHopper’s GuIde aT

No Charge!

Ads will not be accepted without the following information. Only one free ad per month.

YOUR NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you selling a single item for

less thaN $100?

$$$ $$$
Private Party Only

Just fill out the coupon below and mail to:
Rock Valley Publishing, FREE Ad,
1102 Ann. St., Delavan, WI 53115

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price
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Satan or Jesus?
Ex-Satanist John Ramirez warns Christian parents of the 

dangers of celebrating Halloween. “It’s like having a one night 
stand with the devil. There’s a quote by Anton Lavey, founder 
of the Church of Satan, where he says in his own words, 
‘I want to thank every Christian parent for allowing their 
children to celebrate the devil one night out of the year,’ which 
is Halloween. He’s intentionally thanking Christian parents. 
Thank you for dressing up your kids, changing their identity, 
sacrificing spiritually.”

He likened the practice to having a “one night stand”, 
saying: “We go celebrate Halloween; we’re in bed with the 
devil for one night. To me, it’s like, why would you want to 
cheat on Jesus? Jesus doesn’t cheat on you. I don’t see the 
satanists coming to your church to cheat on the devil. No 
way!”

John Ramirez was once one of the highest ranking 
warlocks in the world, until Jesus saved his life. His friends 
called him “Lucifer’s Son” because Satan himself would visit 
him regularly in his bedroom to talk about strategies for 
destroying people’s lives. One night John had a near-death 
experience where he found himself in hell, but Jesus showed 
up himself and gave him one last chance to come to Christ. 
John took that chance and never looked back.

Ramirez came back from that near-death experience and 
destroyed $100,000 worth of satanic paraphernalia in his 
New York home, and was then “tormented for 30 days” by 
his past demons. But it didn’t stop him from living his new life 
for Christ. Today he is a Pastor, evangelist, and best-selling 
Christian author, and he warns the church of the dangers and 
realities of spiritual warfare.

“The only harvest we should celebrate is the harvest of 
souls,” Ramirez said. “Jesus Christ is your answer. It’s a 
relationship with God. Make peace with God...Pray. Prayer 
works. The power of Satan is limited. It’s a hoax. And the 
power of Jesus is limitless and it brings you to a place of 
knowing your purpose and destiny of who you really are 
created to be.”

462702

John 10:10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come 
that they may have life, and have it to the full.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
JO DAVIESS COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
NEWREZ LLC D/B/A 
SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE 
SERVICING,
    PLAINTIFF,
  VS.
DAVID C THOMPSON; 
THE GALENA TERRITORY 
ASSOCIATION, INC.; 
SHENANDOAH HOME 
OWNERS ASSOCIATION,
    DEFENDANTS.

NO. 2023FC11
4 APPALOOSA LANE GALENA, 
IL 61036
NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT 

TO JUDGMENT OF 
FORECLOSURE

UNDER ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE ACT

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure and Sale 
entered by the Court in the above 
entitled cause on September 3, 
2024, Judicial Sales Corporation 
will on November 20, 2024, in Jo-
Daviess County Courthouse 330 
North Bench Street, (east door), 
Galena, IL 61036, at 10:00 AM, 
sell at public auction and sale to 
the highest bidder for cash, all 
and singular, the following de-
scribed real estate mentioned in 
said Judgment, situated in the 
County of Jo Daviess, State of 
Illinois, or so much thereof as 
shall be sufficient to satisfy said 
Judgment:

TAX NO. 08-110-047-00
COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 4 

Appaloosa Lane
Galena, IL 61036
Description of Improvements: 

The property is a single family 
home.

The Judgment amount was 
$378,807.31.

Sale Terms: This is an “AS IS” 
sale for “CASH”. The successful 
bidder must deposit 10% down by 
certified funds; balance, by cer-
tified funds, within 24 hours. NO 
REFUNDS.

The subject property is subject 
to general real estate taxes, spe-
cial assessments or special taxes 
levied against said real estate, 
water bills, etc., and is offered for 

sale without any representation 
as to quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to plaintiff. The 
sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.

Upon payment in full of the bid 
amount, the purchaser shall re-
ceive a Certificate of Sale, which 
will entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after con-
firmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open 
for inspection. Prospective bid-
ders are admonished to check the 
court file to verify all information.

The successful purchaser has 
the sole responsibility/expense of 
evicting any tenants or other indi-
viduals presently in possession of 
the subject premises.

If this property is a condominium 
unit, the purchaser of the unit at 
the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee shall pay the assess-
ments and the legal fees required 
by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)
(4).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAG-
OR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For Information: Visit our web-
site at http://ilforeclosuresales.
mrpllc.com.

Between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. 
only - McCalla Raymer Leibert 
Pierce, LLC, Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 
1 N. Dearborn St., Suite 1200, 
Chicago, IL 60602. Tel. No. (312) 
346-9088. Please refer to file# 23-
15186IL

PURSUANT TO THE FAIR 
DEBT COLLECTION PRACTIC-
ES ACT, THE PLAINTIFF’S AT-
TORNEY IS DEEMED TO BE A 
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A DEBT AND 
ANY INFORMATION WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

Plaintiff’s attorney is not re-
quired to provide additional infor-
mation other than that set forth in 
this notice of sale.
I3252981

(Published in The Scoop Today
Oct. 9, 16 & 23, 2024)
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REAL ESTATE NOTICES

By Hannah Meisel
Capitol news Illinois

Illinois surpassed $2 billion 
in tax revenue last year from all 
types of gambling and the state 
lottery—a record bolstered by 
continued growth in video gam-
bling, sports betting and the 
opening of several new casinos.

But that growth comes at the 
expense of Illinois’ traditional 
riverboat casinos and the horse 
racing industry, which has been 
on a downward trajectory for 
decades.

An annual report published 
recently by the General As-
sembly’s fiscal forecasting arm 
laid out the state’s record nearly 
$2.1 billion in revenues, nearly 
half of which was earmarked 
for infrastructure projects, 
while most of the remainder 

went to education.
While the Illinois Lottery 

continues to make up a sig-
nificant portion of the state’s 
wagering revenues, it might 
soon be eclipsed by Illinois’ 
ever-growing video gambling 
industry. In the last fiscal year, 
the lottery netted $886 million 
in state tax revenue while video 
gambling’s state taxes climbed 
to $848 million.

Statewide, bars, restaurants 
and truck stops have installed 
48,176 video gambling ma-
chines since 2012—a figure 
that’s grown steadily each year 
despite the COVID-19 pan-
demic shuttering all gambling 
activity for months.

Also not stopping the indus-
try’s growth: a series of tax in-
creases, including one approved 

Annual report shows gains in some areas 
of gambling may come at others’ expense

State reached record-high tax revenue of over $2 billion last year
in the spring as part of state 
budget negotiations.

Video gambling is also the 
largest driver of increased 
per-capita spending on all types 
of wagering in Illinois over the 
last five years, though the popu-
larity of sports betting has also 
been a factor. Illinoisans spent 
more than $7 billion spent on 
gambling, lottery tickets and 
other types of betting-based en-
tertainment last year—approxi-
mately $560 per capita.

Though video gambling may 
be eating away at Illinois’ ca-
sino industry – a fear that has 
been vocalized since negotia-
tions on legalizing the terminals 
15 years ago—the Commission 
on Government Forecasting 
and Accountability’s report also 
blames “added competition 
from new casinos across Illi-
nois.”

COGFA’s report indicates 
overall casino revenue growth 
is mainly due to the success of 
Rivers Casino in Des Plaines 
and the opening of five new 
casinos statewide in the past 
few years. A sixth, in Chicago’s 
south suburbs, is slated to open 
later this fall.

Illinois’ nine riverboat lega-
cy casinos, most of which have 

been running for about three de-
cades, have seen their revenues 
decline “for nine consecutive 
years,” according to the report. 
Visits to casinos in East St. 
Louis, East Peoria and Joliet’s 
Harrah’s Casino have seen sig-
nificant drop-off.

“The opening of additional 
casinos provides an abundance 
of new gaming opportunities 
for gamblers in Illinois,” the 
report said. “However, there 
are concerns of oversaturation. 
… By the end of FY 2024, the 
number of video gaming termi-
nals in operation across Illinois 
has grown to over 48,000, the 
equivalent of over 40 ‘full-size’ 
Illinois casinos.”

Horse racing, on the other 
hand, has continued to dwin-
dle in Illinois. After Arlington 
Racetrack closed in 2021 and 
sold the land to the Chicago 
Bears, Hawthorne Race Course 
in Stickney and Fairmount Park 
in Collinsville are the only two 
racetracks remaining in oper-
ation. The report notes horse 
racing brought in “a mere $6 
million” in state revenues last 
year, and that “racinos”—pro-
vided for in a massive 2019 law 
that legalized sports betting and 
created six new casino licens-

es—have not yet materialized 
as a lifeline for racetracks.

Fairmount has been buoyed 
by partnering with sports bet-
ting giant FanDuel for the past 
several years, making it the 
home base for Illinois’ most 
successful online sports betting 
company. FanDuel’s adjusted 
gross receipts last year totaled 
more than $449 million, while 
its closest competitor, Draft-
Kings, totaled $387 million.

The two juggernauts com-
plained loudly about a new, 

higher-rate tax structure im-
posed on sports betting in May, 
though COGFA’s report noted 
that not all of Illinois’ sports 
betting licenses have yet been 
claimed, and that sports betting 
revenues “have grown rapidly” 
since the market launched in 
2020.

“Given this trend and the re-
cently added sportsbooks, it is 
believed that sports wagering 
will continue to grow overall 
despite a higher tax structure,” 
the report said.

Drug Take-Back Day 
to be held Oct. 26

	FHN and the Freeport 
Police Department are part-
nering with the State of Illi-
nois and local and national 
law enforcement agencies to 
give the public a chance to 
help prevent pill abuse and 
theft by ridding their homes 
of potentially dangerous ex-
pired, unused, and unwanted 
prescription drugs.

	Bring pills for disposal 
between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 26 to the 
Freeport Police Department, 
320 W. Exchange Street in 
Freeport. The site cannot 
accept liquids or needles/
sharps, only pills or patches. 
The service is free and anon-

ymous, no questions asked.
	Unused prescription med-

ications thrown in the trash 
can be retrieved and abused 
or illegally sold. Dumping or 
flushing unused medications 
down the drain or toilet can 
contaminate the groundwa-
ter supply. The best way to 
dispose of old medications is 
to bring them to a take-back 
event.	

	For more information on 
National Drug Take Back 
Day, including safe dispos-
al instructions, year-round 
sites and resources to pre-
vent prescription medication 
misuse, visit  www.fhn.org/
sup.

October 25 • 3 – 5:30 p.m. 
at State Bank of Pearl City, 
215 S. Main Street, Pearl City

October 28 • 8:30 – 11:30 
a.m. at Family YMCA of 
Northwest Illinois, 2998 W. 
Pearl City Road, Freeport

November 1 • 1 – 3 p.m. at 
Sullivan’s Foods, 201 Dodds 
Drive, Lena

November 1 •  4 – 6 p.m. 
at Sullivan’s Foods, 103 W. 
North Avenue, Stockton

November 2 •  9 a.m. – 
noon at Sullivan’s Foods, 217 
Chicago Avenue, Savanna

November 3 •  10 a.m. – 
noon at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, 229 S. First Street, 
Pearl City

November 5 •  9 a.m. – 
noon at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, 625 Country Lane, 
Lena (free blood pressure 
screening also available to the 
public)

November 6 •  9 – 11:30 
a.m. at Lake Summerset Of-
fice, 1202 Lake Summerset 
Road, Davis (free blood pres-
sure screening also available 
to the public)

November 7 •  3 – 6 p.m. 
at Sullivan’s Foods, 2002 W. 
Galena Avenue, Freeport

November 8 •  9 a.m. – 
noon at Carroll County Senior 
Center, 17612 Benton Street, 
Mount Carroll (free blood 
pressure screening also avail-
able to the public)

November 11 • 1 – 3 p.m. 
at Sullivan’s Foods, 101 E. IL 
Route 64, Mount Morris

November 13 •  9 a.m. – 
noon at Fitness Lifestyles, 
641 W. Stephenson Street, 
Freeport

	Visit www.FHN.org for the 
most up-to-date information 
on flu shot clinics and drive-
through flu shot clinics.

•	Clinics   (Continued from page 11)
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Sullivan’s Foods | 703 N Elida St, Winnebago | 815.335.1501
OPEN 6AM TO 9PM  7 DAYS A WEEK

DELI FISH FRY  
EVERY FRIDAY 

COD, CATFISH BITES,  
AND MORE!
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Prices Effective: Wednesday, September 18 thru Tuesday, September 24, 2024

2
Day 
Sale

SEPTEMBER
23-24, 2024

USDA Choice
BEEF BONELESS 

NEW YORK 
STRIP STEAKS

8.99 lb

APPLE CIDER
DOUGHNUTS

6 ct

3.99 ea

Hostess
DONUTS OR
DONETTES
9.5-10.75 oz

3/$5

Best Choice
CIDER OR APPLE 

JUICE
Select Varieties 

64 oz

2/$4

US Gov’t Insp
BONE-IN 

PORK BUTT 
ROAST 

Twin Pack

1.59 lb

In The Deli
TAFFY

APPLE SALAD

3.99 lb

Chef 
Boyardee
PASTA

Select Varieties 
14.5-15 oz

99¢

Blue Bunny
PREMIUM
ICE CREAM

Select Varieties 
46 oz

3.99

Like and Follow us on www.facebook.com/sullivansfoods | Check us out or order online at www.sullivansfoods.net | We reserve the right to limit quantities and correct printing errors. All items not available at all stores. 
Sullivan’s Foods has hired a company called Telecheck to process all checks written at our stores. Telecheck has set guidelines in place for processing checks.

Telecheck has a $300 limit for check writing with purchases. If you have an order larger than $300, you may need to pay any remaining balance by cash, credit, or debit card.

Red or Green
SEEDLESS
GRAPES

1.99 lb

HOT DEAL
HOT DEAL

HOT DEAL
HOT DEAL

HOT DEAL HOT DEAL

HOT DEALHOT DEALHOT DEAL

ROMA
TOMATOES

99¢ lb

Sullivan’s Signature
LEAN 
GROUND BEEF
3 lbs or more

3.99 lb

Old El Paso
TACO
SEASONING
Select Varieties
.85-1 oz

79¢

Red Gold
SALSA OR 
TOMATO JUICE
Select Varieties
15.5-46 oz

2/$5

Crystal Farms 
SHREDDED 
CHEESE
Select Varieties
5.5-8 oz

2.99

TacoTaco TimeTime

Old El Paso
TACO SHELLS, 
TORTILLAS, 
BEANS OR 
RICE 
Select Varieties
.85-1oz

2/$4

Scan QR 
Code

to view 
entire ad
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Certified Angus Beef ® brand

BOTTOM 
ROUND 
RUMP 
ROAST

3.99lb

ROSE
RADIANCE 
BOUQUET
Roses, Filler, Lily

17.99

ASSORTED
DOZEN 
ROSES

13.99

Frozen, Wild Caught
COLDWATER
LOBSTER TAILS
4 oz

6.99 Certified Angus Beef ® brand
BONELESS BEEF 

TENDERLOIN 
FILET

9.99 8oz

SWEETEST DAY IS OCTOBER 19
FLORAL SALE FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY

18th, 19th & 20th OCTOBER, 2024

Sweetest
PERFECT FOR

Day!

Prices Effective: Wednesday, October 16 thru Tuesday, October 22, 2024

- FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18 - SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19 - SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2024 -

6.90
CHICKEN

LEG
QUARTERS

10 lb bag

2.99
Bakery Fresh

ICED
CUPCAKES

3.99
Deli Fresh

99¢

HEAD
LETTUCE

2/$4
HONEYCRISP

APPLES
3 lb bag

ea

3 lb 
bag

White or Chocolate
6 ct

EGG ROLLS
Chicken, Pork,

or Veggie
4 ct

PERFECT
IN THE 

SMOKER!
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Certified Angus Beef® brand
BONELESS 
SHOULDER 

ARM POT ROAST

4.99 lb
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Certified Angus Beef® brand
BONELESS 

STEW 
MEAT

US Gov’t Insp
CENTER CUT 
BONELESS 

PORK LOIN ROAST

2.88 lb

10/$10

US Grade A
BONELESS 

CHICKEN BREAST 
TENDERS

2.99 lb

Sullivan’s Signature
OVEN READY 

SEASONED 
HAM LOAF

3.99 lb

US Gov’t Insp
 CENTER CUT 

BONELESS 
PORK CHOPS

5 oz

5.99 lb

Sullivan’s Signature
FRESH LEAN 

GROUND BEEF
3 lbs or more 3.99 lb

PACKAGED MEATPACKAGED MEAT

FRESH MEATFRESH MEAT

Jimmy Dean
SLICED BACON
Applewood or 
Hickory Smoked
12 oz

3.99
Wright Brand
STACK PACK 
SLICED BACON
Select Varieties
24 oz

7.79
Johnsonville
FRESH OR 
FULLY COOKED
BREAKFAST 
SAUSAGE
Select Varieties
9.6-12 oz

3.99
Oscar Mayer
DELI FRESH
SELECT 
LUNCHMEATS
Select Varieties
6-9 oz

3.99

Oscar Mayer
TURKEY 
BACON
12 oz

3.99

Oscar Mayer
BASIC 
LUNCHABLES
Select Varieties
2.2-4.4 oz

2/$3
Oscar Mayer
NATURAL 
SNACKING 
PLATES
Select Varieties
3.3 oz

2/$5

Bob Evans
BREAKFAST 
SAUSAGE
Select Varieties
12-16 oz

3.99

Bob Evans
SIDE 
DISHES
Select Varieties
12-24 oz

2/$7

Armour
HOMESTYLE 
MEATBALLS
Select Varieties
11-14 oz

2/$7

Sugardale
PEPPERONI
8 oz

2.99
Scott Pete
BEEF 
FRANKS
14 oz

3.99

Ball Park
MEAT FRANKS
Select Varieties
15 oz

2/$6

Louis Kemp
IMITATION 
CRAB OR 
LOBSTER
Select Varieties
8 oz

2/$5 Hillshire Farm
SMOKED 
SAUSAGE
Select Varieties
13-14 oz

3.99Bar-S
CORN
DOGS
2.34 lb

6.99

Hillshire Farm
BEEF 
SAUSAGE
Smoked or Polska 
Kielbasa
12 oz

4.99
Menu Del Sol
TAQUITOS
Select Varieties
19.75 oz

4.49
Paradise Kitchen 
& Tiantang
BREADED 
CHICKEN
Select Varieties
22-24 oz

3.99

Klement’s
SUMMER 
SAUSAGE OR 
SNACK STIX
Select Varieties
7.2-12 oz

3.99

John Morrell
BRAUNSCHWEIGER

16 oz 2.99

Certified Angus Beef® brand
BONELESS 
SHOULDER 

ARM POT ROAST

4.99 lb
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JUMBO
KAISER ROLLS
6 ct

2.59

GERMAN
CHOCOLATE
LAYER
CAKE
8 inch

7.99

Deli Fresh
8 PIECE
FRIED
CHICKEN
Two Each : Breasts,
Legs, Thighs, Wings

Meat Master’s 
SMOKED 
HAM

6.99 lb 12.99 ea

DEVILED 
EGG
POTATO 
SALAD

5.59 lb

ICED MINI
CINNAMON 
ROLLS
8 ct

3.59

VARIETY
ICED
BROWNIES
8x8 foil

3.99

BAKERYBAKERY

Sliced 
to 

Order

Sliced 
to 

Order

DELIDELI

Kretschmar Brand
BLACK FOREST
HAM

6.59lb

Kretschmar Brand
MILD
CHEDDAR 
CHEESE

6.59lb

MADE IN

STOCKTON IL!

Cake of the Week

Prices Effective: Wednesday, October 16 thru Tuesday, October 22, 2024
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IN*CI*DENTAL*LY

By
Dr. Stephen 
Petras 
Illinois Licensed 
General Dentist

The other forty percent
Statistically, more people 

brush their teeth than floss. 
When you brush your teeth, 
they feel clean, so it is easy 
to just quit there. Although 
brushing removes plaque 
bacteria from the inner, outer, 
and chewing surfaces of the 
teeth, it does not remove the 
plaque and food debris from 
between your teeth, known 
as the interdental space, nor 
under the gumline where 
a toothbrush cannot reach. 
Since the interdental space 
makes up 40 percent of your 
tooth surface, this means you 
are only removing plague 
from sixty percent of your 
tooth structure.

	Food left in the interdental 
space provides nutrition 
for the bacteria that form 
plaque, making this an ideal 
location for more plaque 
to accumulate, harden into 
tartar and cause decay 
and periodontal disease. 
Food that remains on and 
in between your teeth will 

also decompose, leaving 
an unpleasant smell. At the 
same time, the bacteria in 
your oral cavity can mix with 
this food and release foul-
smelling gases.

	Fortunately, there are 
a number of methods to 
remove the plague in your 
interdental space and spare 
your family, friends, and 
co-workers from your bad 
breath. More importantly, 
you will benefit from a 
healthier and more attractive 
smile.

	The most common 
way to remove plaque in 
between your teeth is by 
using string floss. If you 
are not currently flossing or 

just want to make sure that 
you are doing it correctly, 
your dentist or hygienist can 
demonstrate, observe your 
flossing technique, address 
any concerns, and advise you 
on a variety of flossing aids. 
These include floss threaders 
for patients with braces or 
bridges, floss holders and/
or extenders for people with 
arthritis, gagging, or other 
special needs, waxed floss 
for crowded teeth and any 
of the wide variety of floss 
picks.

	Interdental brushes, 
sometimes called proxy 
brushes, have been shown 
to be a most effective way 
to remove plaque in the 
interdental space. They have 
traditionally consisted of a 
plastic handle on one end and 
a small cone-shaped head 
of bristles held together by 
a wire on the other. They 
are available in a variety 
of diameters to best fit the 
space between your teeth 

and come in both a long and 
short handle. Still others are 
manufactured with an all-
silicon head, making them 
safe to use around implants. 
Your dentist or hygienist 
will measure for the best fit. 
You may need a couple of 
varied sizes if, for example, 
the interdental spaces in your 
front teeth are tighter than 
those in the back. The correct 
size means the brush bristles 
will clean between your teeth 
without the wire coming in 
contact with either your tooth 
or your gums. It also means 
that it glides in easily (never 
forced), but not so loosely 
that the bristles do not contact 
the teeth. Your hygienist 
will want to observe you 
using the interdental brush 
to make sure that you are 
using it correctly and safely. 
However, once you know 
which size is best for you, 
they are easy to purchase and 
can be cleaned and reused for 
about a week or two before 

the wire wears out (begins to 
bend or twist) or the bristles 
become frayed. 

	Always clean your 
interdental brush under 
running water after each use 
to remove food and bacteria. 
They come with caps, so 
they are portable and much 
safer than toothpicks for 
removing food between 
your teeth when you are 
not home. For someone 
with limited dexterity or 
difficulty holding floss, 
interdental brushes, with 
their much simpler in and out 
motion, can allow them to 
perform daily oral hygiene 
safely, independently, and 
effectively. 

	While water flossers are 
more effective at removing 
food debris than plaque, they 
have been shown to reduce 
gum inflammation in people 
who have limited dexterity 
and cannot floss and/or have 
braces, bridges, and other 
restorations. Every patient’s 

dental needs are unique, and 
your dentist will advise you 
if you are best served by a 
combination of interdental 
cleaning aids.

	There are several reasons 
why performing interdental 
cleaning before toothbrushing 
is the most effective way to 
clean your teeth. When you 
clean your interdental space 
first, either by flossing or 
with an interdental brush, you 
remove plaque from the forty 
percent of your tooth surface 
that brushing does not reach, 
however, they will not look, 
smell, or feel “clean.” You 
will be much more inclined to 
follow through with brushing. 
Wanting that feeling of clean 
teeth and breath makes it 
easier to develop the habit of 
both flossing and brushing 
your teeth consistently. In 
addition, research shows that 
removing food and loosening 
plaque in the interdental 
space first, allows brushing to 
be more effective.
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