5@:@7 the commanitics in 5@//9%%5@”, &W

VOL. 86 « NO. 52 YOUR FREE HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER

==

sﬂ#@. /

L P =
ELDObDREAm

\ = A 52
HEATING AND Repairs - Remodeling
AIR CONDITIONING Routine maintenance

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

BECKER

SUPERIOR lit

New installation

| MOVIESITE
‘ ﬂl‘!llb’lll.i ’

Le-VWin students lend a helping hand

Lena-Winslow Junior High student leaders Aubrey Lobdell, Jaxyn Mau, Lukas Price, and Brynn Kuhimeyer load Mr. Greg Andrews’ car up with canned goods they collect-

ed throughout the month. The items collected were donated to the Lena Food Pantry.

he pantry is currently very low on food and supplies. Donations are accepted on
Saturdays from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
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Whispering Pines Reindeer Ranch & Tree Farm dehvers hollday glee

By Celeste Huttes
ILLINOIS FARM BUREAU
PARTNERS

Every morning, Randy and
Beth Espe watch reindeer
frolic outside their kitch-
en window as they sip their
morning coffee—a delightful
daily ritual they have fondly
dubbed the “rodeo.”

Santa himself would envy
their view.

“When they go out into
the pasture, they get giddy
because it’s cool, and that’s
their playtime,” Randy says
of the reindeer. “They run,
they jump, they kick, they
spin. It’s pretty amazing to
see.”

And so, the day begins at
Whispering Pines Reindeer
Ranch & Tree Farm in Shab-
bona, where the Espe fami-
ly’s labor of love grew into a
beloved holiday tradition for
countless families.

Reining in holiday cheer

What might seem an un-
likely retirement gig comes
as a slight surprise to those
who know Randy well.

“People would bring me
abandoned and orphaned
animals when I was young,”
Randy says. “We raised a lot
of raccoons, a pet fox, a little
bit of everything. I always
dreamed about raising white-
tailed deer at some point. But
reindeer turned out to be a
better choice because they
are domesticated. You can
snap a halter on them and
walk them around on a lead
rope—and you can just sit
and love on them.”

His dream of deer became
a reality after Beth retired
from Northern Illinois Uni-
versity and Randy wrapped
up a 40-year career in the
seed business. As they start-
ed a second act in life, the
couple set aside 18 acres to
grow the small Christmas
tree operation they began

years earlier on the family
farm.

As Randy researched ways
to promote Christmas trees,
he discovered Hardy’s Rein-
deer Ranch in Rantoul. He
visited owner Mark Hardy
for some tips and promptly
fell in love with reindeer.

“In hindsight, I wish I had
listened better to Mark,” Ran-
dy says. “He told me to take
all the money I was going to
spend on Christmas trees and
buy another reindeer or two.
Reindeer have turned into
our major focus, and they are
actually less work than the
Christmas trees.”

Before buying any rein-
deer of their own, the Espes
joined the Reindeer Owners
and Breeders Association
(ROBA) and the Reindeer
Farmers Association (RFA)
to learn how to responsibly
breed and care for reindeer.
By 2018, they felt ready to
welcome their first four rein-
deer from Alaska. Today,
their herd numbers more than
a dozen.

Arctic adaptability

A close but more laid-back
cousin to the caribou, rein-
deer represent a distinct sub-
species and longtime friends
to humans.

“The Laplanders domesti-
cated reindeer thousands of
years ago,” says Randy, re-
ferring to the Sami people of
the northern regions of Scan-
dinavia. “Reindeer are to the
Laplanders what the buffalo
was to the American Indian.”

Far from their native lands
in the Arctic and moun-
tainous regions of eastern
Europe, Siberia and Scan-
dinavia, reindeer living in
Illinois require special care.
According to Randy, ticks
and heat present the biggest
challenges.

Reindeer delight in frig-
id winter weather. During

Beth.

warmer months, the reindeer
typically stay in the barn
throughout the day, emerging
at dawn and dusk to graze in
cooler temperatures.

Those amazing antlers—
grown by both males and
females—also present a se-
rious safety hazard for rein-
deer. Sprawling like a tree
canopy, the antlers can easily
become wedged in a fence or
gate.

“Reindeer antlers go in all
different directions,” Randy
says. “It’s one of the bigger
challenges of working with
them. We’ve done everything
we can to make our fencing
safer and try to eliminate
places they can get caught.”
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Randy notes the steep
learning curve involved with
raising a nonnative animal
and the importance of joining
organizations like RFA and
ROBA to learn from others’
experiences.

“A lot of products you
might typically use for farm
animals are not labeled for
reindeer,” Randy says. “We
medicate them like sheep,
feed them like a cow be-
cause they’re ruminant, and
treat their hair and skin like
a horse because they’re sen-
sitive.”

Magical moments
The Espes have also
learned reindeer have a mag-

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing
Whispering Pines Reindeer Ranch & Tree Farm owner Randy Espe brings holiday glee to seasonal events with
his reindeer. The ranch and tree farm is located in Shabbona, and is owned and operated by Randy and his wife,

ic all their own. With their
friendly natures and impres-
sive appearance, the Espes’
reindeer often outshine Santa
at the many holiday events
they attend.

“The reindeer always cre-
ate a lot of excitement,” Ran-
dy says. “Kids just get giddy,
and their eyes light up. It’s
heartwarming to see how
much happiness they bring.”

Every Thanksgiving week-
end, the Espes open their
ranch to the public for a hol-
iday experience, complete
with Santa, reindeer and
countless Christmas trees.
Eight varieties of evergreen
trees grow at Whispering
Pines Reindeer Ranch &
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Tree Farm, and 2024 marks
the first year you can cut
your own.

You will also find the Espe
family and their reindeer at
holiday festivals, Christmas
parades and tree-lighting
ceremonies across northern
and central Illinois through-
out the holiday season. To
further delight young visi-
tors, Randy and Beth’s three
daughters dress up as elves.

Beth recalls a young boy
named Fritz who was only
mildly excited to see Santa
and his reindeer. He told Beth
he was really there to see the
elf, Ginger Bells, because he
follows her on TikTok and
thought she was “awesome.”

“Ginger Bells is my daugh-
ter, Allie, and she’s very into
her role,” Beth says. “See-
ing those smiles and hearing
those laughs and giggles—
it’s the best thing ever.”

From watching their rein-
deer prance in the pasture to
seeing faces light up at the
sight of them, the Espes are
living their dream.

“Reindeer are such play-
ful and magnificent ani-
mals. When they run and
jump in the pasture, it looks
like they’re learning to fly,”
Randy says. “We are bless-
ed to get to see that every
day. Reindeer have become
part of who we are. And the
way they make people feel is
magical.”

This story was distributed
through a cooperative proj-
ect between lIllinois Farm
Bureau and the Illinois Press
Association. For more food
and farming news, visit IL-
FBpartners.com.



Fram Bureau makes
a visit to Little
Learners Academy

The Farm Bureau staff vis-
ited Little Learners Academy
preschool in Elizabeth to talk
about tree farms. The lesson
included reading the book,
“Christmas Tree Farm” by
Ann Purnell. The story in-
cludes how trees need to be
tended to all year long and
preparing them for sale. The
Grandpa in the story opens
a Christmas Tree store the
day after Thanksgiving and
awaits customers to pick out

just the perfect Christmas
tree.

After the story, students
made DIY birdfeeders. Sup-
plies needed to make the bird
feeders include pinecones,
peanut butter, bird seed, and
string. Spread peanut butter
on the pinecone then sprin-
kle the seeds on the sticky
peanut butter. Tie a string on
the pinecone and pick a place
outdoors to hang it and let the
birds enjoy.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Everett Hoftender and Coleson Gabel work at spread-
ing peanut butter on pinecones.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing
Kinley Smith shows her completed bird feeder.

Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024

THE SCOOP TODAY / SHOPPER'S GUIDE Page 3

Little Blackhawks

Pictured are Stockton Elementary’s Little Blackhawks for the week. These students were recognized for
following the Blackhawk Way.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

News briefs

Lena American Legion
Auxiliary

Junior members of the
American Legion Auxilia-
ry will meet Dec. 21 at 10
a.m. at the American Legion
Home. They will be doing
a fun project and a service
project. Guests are welcome
to attend. Andrea Karnatz
and Dawn Spinhirne will be
in charge of the social hour.

Current needs for the
Stephenson County VA
Pantry

Dish Soap

Laundry Soap

Paper Towels

Soups

Mac & Cheese

Cans of fruit and vegeta-
bles.

Dry panty foods

Mittens

Hats

Women'’s socks

Donations can be brought
to the Lena American Le-
gion Home on Saturdays
from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. at
316 W. Main St., Lena. Do-
nations are greatly appreci-
ated. This list is immediate
needs, however other items
will always be accepted.
Please call 815-369-4684
with any questions.

Freeport Salvation
Army

The Freeport Salvation
Army is in need of bell
ringers to ring the bell from
now until Dec. 24. If able to
ring the Red Kettle Bell, go
to registertoring.com or con-
tact Sue Gronner, Red Ket-
tle Coordinator at 815-541-
1949.
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OPINION

Slices of life

“When hate feels easy,
be very wary, lest your hate
becomes greater than the one
who is hated. Because it is at
that point you turn the corner
toward evil.”

Today, I’ve been
contemplating hate.

It’s a definite switch for
me. I prefer to focus on love,
because love is so much more
important and impactful and
life-changing. When you
truly embrace love, there is
no room for hate.

But the recent political
activities have brought up
strong feelings in many
people and some of those
involve hate. I’ve listened to
the news. I’ve heard people
vent in real time. I’ve read
posts on social media. And,
sadly, there is much hate
circulating the airwaves.

Contemplating the topic of hate

By

JILL
PERTLER
Columnist

It’s made me wonder and
ponder the topic.

I don’t purport to have all
the answers. In this column,
as in many others, I’'m only
answering for myself and
from my perspective. I
hope to encourage thought,
discussion and awareness,
but I certainly don’t have any
of the answers, much less all
of them. What I do have are
questions.

My first: Is hate ever
justified?

I think not. Stay with me

Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024

here.

But what about serial
killers? What about parents
who horribly abuse their
children? What about sadists
and sociopaths? What about
elder abuse? What about
schoolyard bullies? What
about leaders who use their
power in inhumane ways?
Isn’t that worth our hate?

I think not.

We can have many
negative emotions about the
actions taken by very bad
people, but those emotions do
not need to lead to hate.

Hate is a very strong word
when it comes to describe
feelings toward other people.

We can hate Brussels
sprouts. We can hate a rainy
Saturday when we had plans
to go to the beach. We can
hate cancer. We can hate the

NOTICE OF PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX INCREASE

FOR

Lena-Winslow CUSD #202

I. A public hearing to approve a proposed property tax levy
increase for Lena-Winslow CUSD #202 Stephenson and
JoDaviess Counties, Illinois for 2024 will be held on
December 18, 2024 at 517 Fremont St., Lena, IL 61048 at

7:00.

Any person desiring to appear at the public hearing and
present testimony to the taxing district may contact Tom
Chiles at chilest@le-win.net.

. The corporate and special purpose property taxes extended
or abated for 2023 were $6,158,677

The proposed corporate and special purposed property

taxes to be levied for 2024 are $6,466,073. This represents
a 4.99% increase over the previous year

. The property taxes extended for debt services and public
building commission leases for 2023 were $341,109

The estimated property taxes to be levied for debt service
and public building commission leases for 2024 are

$341,109

. The total property taxes extended or abated for 2023 were

$6,499,786

The estimated total property taxes to be levied for 2024
are $6,807,182. This represents a 4.73% increase over the

previous year
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death of a loved one.

But hating another
person—even if they do
unquestionably bad things?

I think not.

Here’s the thing: we can
hate the actions—the bad
things—without hating the
person. I know I may be
splitting hairs, but I don’t
think it’s in our capacity
to hate others. It goes
against our DNA. Hate is
counterintuitive to what
we are meant to be. We are
meant to be inclusive. To be
brothers and sisters. To be
family. To love.

Hate is contrary to love.
The two cannot co-exist.
And we simply cannot live
without love.

I remember the Broadway
musical, “Wicked.” It is the
backstory to “The Wizard of
0Oz” and tells of the origins

of the Wicked Witch of the
West. As a child I feared her.
She was mean and vengeful.
She was threatening and
combative. She was scary.

She demonstrated no
meaningful attributes,
because that is what the
1939 movie showed us. But
upon seeing the history in
“Wicked,” the viewer came
to understand the witch who
was labeled wicked. Her
story illustrated why she
became who she was and in
knowing that it was much
more difficult to see her in
the light of all the negative
adjectives listed above.

It became more difficult to
hate her.

I think that might be the
case with most people we
deem hate-worthy. We don’t
know them or their history.

I’m not making excuses

Weekly connection

for inexcusable behavior, but
I am saying that people—
each of us—Ilive out our own
history, and while behaviors
might be inexcusable and
hateful, people themselves
are not.

We may have to put them
in prison for the rest of their
life. We may have to relegate
them to whatever justice
suits their actions. We may
renounce their actions and
mourn with the people they
hurt. We may never get over
the impact they made on our
lives.

But we need not hate.

Hate brings about such
negativity to the person
experiencing it. Hate hurts
the person doing the hating,
much more than it hurts the
hated.

See HATE, Page 12

A Christmas surprise

I got a wonderful early
Christmas present the other
day and it wasn’t a new tool
or flannel shirt. It wasn’t
a new pair of sweatpants
or a box of mixed nuts.

No, it was a different sort
of gift that gave my heart

a huge blessing. Allow

me to explain. Since my
newspaper article runs in
both my present and past
communities, I thought it
would be fun to write about
what happened last week.

It was almost thirty-five
years ago that my wife and
I packed up and left the
South Wayne, Wisconsin
community for a career over
in the Clinton, Wisconsin
community. We both had
become teachers, and
Clinton was the place where
we landed when I got my
first full-time teaching job.
We taught, coached, and
raised our family in Clinton,
pouring ourselves into that
wonderful community for
twenty-seven years. We
even helped start a church
and then I was the pastor for
twenty of those years. We
both taught and coached so

LOCAL NEWS ON-LINE
VPNEWS.

By

| SCOTT
3| CERNEK
Columnist

many kids that it became
hard to keep all the names
and years straight. They say
you remember your early
years and your most recent
years as a teacher, but you
tend to get the middle years
a little scrambled. Anyway,
after we left Clinton and
returned to our home area
about seven years ago, we
both got involved in teaching
and coaching again at our
alma mater Black Hawk
School in South Wayne.
Here’s where the cool part
begins. About a week ago
we noticed that the girls’
basketball teams of Black
Hawk and Clinton were
going to be playing a non-
conference game in South
Wayne. We knew we had to
go to watch the game and
to see if anyone we knew
would be there.

It couldn’t have been a
more enjoyable night. Right
away when we got there
and looked over the rosters,
I recognized all the girls
from Clinton because they
were all my elementary PE
students that I had taught
just a few years prior. The
big difference was they had
all grown up a couple feet

or more since then. The
game was a hard-fought
battle between the two teams
with Black Hawk winning.
After the game we had some
great conversations with
the parents of the players
who were mostly all my
students from my earliest
years teaching in Clinton.
It was like a big family
reunion with lots of laughs
and a few hugs to boot.
The biggest blessing of all
was when all the Clinton
girls came out of the locker
room after the game and
gathered around. We were
laughing and talking and
they all had fond memories
of me as their elementary
PE teacher. I’ve always said
there isn’t a better job than
being an elementary PE
teacher. Everyday feels like
Christmas because being an
elementary PE teacher is like
being Santa Claus. You're
everybody’s hero. I’ve only
known a couple kids in over
thirty years of teaching who
didn’t like elementary PE.
The other day one of my
students here at Black Hawk
asked me why I still wanted
to be a teacher when I was
already a grandpa. I told her
that it’s because I just love
kids even if they’re not my
own. I love teasing them,
giving them fist bumps, but
mostly watching them grow
and change and learn the art
of respecting others

See SURPRISE, Page 13



Church news

Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church

All are invited to worship
at Good Shepherd Luther-
an Church, 118 E. Mason St.
Lena, IL on Sunday, Dec. 22
for Worship Service at 9:30
a.m. This will be the Fourth
Sunday of Advent. This week’s
gospel reading is from the Gos-
pel Luke 1:39-45.

On Tuesday, Dec. 24 a
Christmas Eve Candlelight
Worship Service will be held at
7 p.m. Holy Communion will
be celebrated in worship.

A Christmas Day Worship
will be held at 9:30 a.m. on
Dec. 25. Holy Communion will
not be served. Come join in
with fellowship and song.

All the services will be
recorded and be available
on church’s Facebook page
and website. Please visit our
website and (http://goodshep-
herdlena.org/) and Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/
GSLCLenalL) for information.
Please contact the church of-
fice at 815-369-5552 with any
questions.

St. John’s
Lutheran Church

St. John’s Lutheran Church,
Pearl City, will celebrate fourth

Sunday of Advent at wor-
ship on Sunday, Dec. 22 at 9
am. We will also be having
two candlelight services on
Christmas Eve at 5 p.m. and 9
p.m. Join on Facebook if you
can’t make it in person.

Everyone is welcome to
come to St. John’s to come play
cards and dominoes in Luther
Hall on Thursday, Dec. 19 at
1 p.m. to play dominoes in Lu-
ther Hall on Tuesday, Jan. 7.

All kids in grades K-5 are
welcome to come to St. John’s
in Pearl City on Wednesday,
Dec. 18 from 3:15 p.m. to 5
p.m. to be a part of the Kids
Klub. Kids Klub is a month-
ly adventure supported by the
Pearl City area churches and
offers a safe and supportive
environment where children
can hear bible stories, do crafts,
play games, and enjoy deli-
cious snacks. All children in
the Pearl City community are
welcome to come. For more
information or to register your
child, please contact Pastor
Roger Bronkema at rbronke-
mal8@gmail.com or call 815-
291-6261.

We will not be having our
December Grace Meal on Dec.
15 as originally planned. In-
stead, we will be hosting the

FREE FAMILY
CHRISTMAS

MOVIE NIGHT

Friday, Dec. 20
6:30 p.m. in the
church gym
Featuring Disney's
Toy Story
Wear comfy clothes.
Popcorn and drinks
provided
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Pearl City Community Christ-
mas meal on Dec. 25. The
meal will include ham and all
the fixing along with dessert.
You have the option of eating
at St. John’s or picking up the
meal and taking it home. Res-
ervations are due by Thursday,
Dec. 19. The meal is funded
through donations from Pearl
City community businesses and
will be prepared and served by
members of St. John’s Church
of Pearl City, the Pearl City
United Methodist Church, and
Zion Community Church. If
you would like to donate to this
meal, reach out to the St. John’s
church office.

The next Men’s Breakfast
will be on Wednesday, Jan.
8 at 7:30 a.m. at the Beltline
Restaurant in Freeport.

The Healthy Wolves group
will be packing backpacks on
Monday, Dec. 16 at 3:15 p.m.
If you are interested in donating
to this ministry, reach out to the
church office for more informa-
tion.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
of Pearl City is an ELCA par-
ish and is located at 229 First

Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024

St. in Pearl City. We are handi-
capped accessible. If you need
to contact the pastor or church,
you may call 815-443-2215 for
information.

Calvary Church
of Stockton

During Christmas week we
will hold the annual Christmas
Eve Candle lighting Service at
7 p.m. on Dec. 24. This will
be a special service with mu-
sic selections from the Cantata
sung by the Calvary Choir. The
service will end as the lights are
dimmed throughout the sanctu-
ary with the only light being the
candles each person is holding
while the congregation sings
“Silent Night, Holy Night.”

Anyone in the community is
invited to join us each Sunday.
Sunday School begins at 8:45
a.m. with the Worship Service
starting at 10 a.m. The Youth
will be meeting on Saturday,
Dec. 21 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Salem United
Church of Christ

We welcome you to join
us for our service led by Pas-

A

4

In words and in actions

Each in your way,

May you celebrate the meaning
Of this Christmas Day

(Wis}u}tg
you a

Marry
Christmas

Lena Orangeville Warren

815-369-4512

tor Christopher Ham at Salem
United Church of Christ, 8491
West Salem Road, Lena, Illi-
nois, every Sunday at 10 a.m.
Sunday School for children five
years and older is held during
church service, and nursery is
available for children under
five years.

Crafternoon will be held
on Dec. 18 from 4 p.m. until
7 p-m. in the lower level of the
church. This space is handicap
accessible, and all are welcome
to join. During this event, we
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enjoy snacks, crafting and good
company. There is plenty of
space to spread out a large proj-
ect, or to work on something
small.

Family Movie Night will
be on Dec. 20 at 6pm, featur-
ing Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch. The
movie will play in the main
sanctuary. Snacks and cocoa
will be available, make sure to
bring pillows and blankets to
get cozy. This event is free and

See CHURCHES, Page 6
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LUTHERAN CHURCH

The Light of the
Wor19 bas Come!

Expemence CHRIS Tmas
With Ug!
St. John’s Lutheran Church

625 Country Lane Drive
Lena, [llinois ® 815.369.4035
www.stjohnslena.org
Visit us on Facebook

TUESDAY, DEC. 24
Christmas Eve Worship
at 3:30 and 5:30 p.m.
[ XX J
WEDNESDAY, DEC. 25
Christmas Day Worship with Holy

Communion at 9:30 a.m.
[ X X ]

TUESDAY, DEC. 31
New Year’s Eve Worship with Holy

Communion at 5:30 p.m.
[ XX J

You may watch any of our services on YouTube
by going to either our St. John’s website:
www.stjohnslena.org or going to our Facebook page.
Y

REGULAR WEEKEND SCHEDULE
Worship: Saturday 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 8 and 10:30 a.m.

Sunday Children’s Ministry &
Adult Bible Classes 9:15 a.m.

Rev. Jason Shaw, Pastor
David Offermann, Director of Family Life Ministries
Michelle Rothschadl, Parish Assistant
Sid Kemmis, Lay Minister
Chris Winter, Ministry Assistant

T

465740
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Warriors win sixth consecutive matchup

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

The Warren Warriors opened the
2024-2025 Illinois High School boys
basketball season with a disappointing
78-41 loss against a good Dakota
squad. That wasn’t a sign of things
to come for the Warriors, however.
After picking up a big victory over
the Durand Bulldogs last week, the
Warriors improved their record to 6-1
on the year.

Durand came into the matchup
amid some offensive struggles. They
held an overall record of just 2-4 and
they were riding a two-game losing
streak. They scored just a combined
73 points in those two losses.

Those struggles continued to show
when the Bulldogs made the trip to
face off with the Warriors on Warren’s
home court. Offensively, Durand put
up just five points in the first quarter.
All five of which came from just one
player, Ethan Rager.

Warren had three separate players
who individually outscore the
Bulldogs in the opening quarter. Beau
Podnar had a trio of early baskets
giving him six points in the quarter.
Treyton Pafford quickly exploded

for 13 points, including a pair of first
quarter three-pointers. Jordan Kohl
hit a pair of threes of his own, giving
him six points in the quarter.

Just eight minutes into play, the
Warriors were in strong command of
this NUIC matchup. Five different
Warriors scored in a first quarter
that saw Warren jump out to a
30-5 advantage. With the big lead,
Warren’s offense let up just a little bit
in the second. They still combined for
14 points, 13 of which came from the
duo of Podnar and Pafford.

Defensively the Warriors continued
to hound the Bulldogs. Durand’s
only success came from Rager, who
managed to score a trio of baskets
inside. By the halftime break, Warren
had already jumped out to a 44-15
lead.

Durand’s opening quarter was
disappointing, but the third quarter
may have been worse. Although
Warren would open the second half
with just 16 points, Durand put up just
four points themselves. They didn’t
come from the leading scorer, Rager,
who was held scoreless in the third.
Meanwhile, Pafford put up another
seven points as Warren expanded their

lead to 60-19.

With Warren well in control, the
Warriors watched the clock tick out
on their sixth victory of the young
season. Pafford had a dominant
night, putting up 28 points, 26 of
which came in the first three quarters.
Podnar was next up with 14, and Kohl
was the third Warrior in double figures
with 10. Bryce VanRaalte added eight
as Warren picked up a 70-30 victory.

VanRaalte made his presence felt
in this matchup in many other ways.
The junior led the Warriors with four
steals and four blocks. He also had
seven rebounds, which tied Kohl for
second on the team. Pafford also
led the team in assists with six, and
rebounds with eight. Podnar and Alex
Niemann both had three steals as the
Warren defense gave Durand fits all
night.

After the Holiday break, Warren
returns with a road game on Jan. 4,
as they travel to take on the Amboy
Clippers at 1 p.m. They return home
on Jan. 7 to play host to the Stockton
Blackhawks at 7 p.m. Two days later,
the Warriors travel to take on the
Scales Mound Hornets on Jan. 9 at
7:15 p.m.

o Ch u r Ch es (Continued from page 5)

bepy @ vAidvss

Brandon’s Hardware & Rental
W( s [Chow
_ merry Christmas!
may all your Christmas
wiishes come true

145 W. Railroad St. e Lena
815-369-5542

409524

Nihing o oy

May peace, love, joy and good fortune, visit
your home this holiday season. We really
appreciate your visiting us this past year.

RADE
INSURANCE

AGENC!

P.O. Box 228 :
240 W. Main St., Suite A Nick

Lena, IL 61048 and Maya
(815) 369-4225 :

&
448225

open to the public.

For more information
on any Salem related items,
you can contact 815-369-
4511 or ruth.dake @ gmail.com.

St. John’s Lutheran
Church in Pearl City

St. John’s Lutheran Church
in Pearl City will be hosting
a free community Christmas
meal on Wednesday, Dec. 25
with the help of First United
Methodist Church and Zion
Community Church. People

will have the option of dining
in Luther Hall or picking up
a meal curbside at the church
(229 S. 1st Street). Dine in
and pick-ups will be between
11 am. and 12:30 p.m. Res-
ervations are due in the church
office by Thursday, Dec. 19
and can be made by calling
815-443-2215. The menu for
the meal will be ham, mashed
potatoes and gravy, green
bean casserole, cinnamon ap-
plesauce salad, Hawaiian rolls,
and a dessert pudding.

Wishing you
a very happy

Around the Northern Hills

This past weekend I trav-
elled into Chicago with our Jo
Daviess County delegates to
the Illinois Farm Bureau an-
nual meeting. The delegates
from across the state worked
hard to determine the changes
and additions to Illinois Farm
Bureau’s policy. This is what
is so great about farm bureau,
it is truly a grassroots effort.

IAA Foundation
scholarships

The TAA Foundation just
announced the lineup for
the 2025 IAA Foundation
Scholarships. This includes
120 scholarships totaling
$210,251. We have had sev-
eral winners from Jo Daviess
County in the past, so I en-
courage anyone interested to
apply. The link will be live for
the TAA Foundation website
until Jan. 1.

By

| County Farm

n ¥| Bureau
A

Family Farm signs

It’s that time of year that
we are all thinking of what to
get that hard-to-buy-for per-
son for Christmas. Why not
get them a “This is a Family
Farm” sign? The signs are
17.5” X 23” and cost $30 and
are available at the farm bu-
reau office in Elizabeth.

Farm Fun Fact

The value of all Christmas
trees harvested was $399 mil-
lion. Illinois’ crop was worth
7.6 million.

Affordable health screenings
coming to Stockton

Residents living in and
around Stockton can learn
about their risk for cardiovas-
cular disease, osteoporosis,
diabetes, and other chronic,
serious conditions with af-
fordable screenings by Life
Line Screening. Calvary
Church of Stockton will host
this community event on Jan.
14, 2025. The site is located
at 315 W Maple Ave in Stock-
ton.

Screenings can check for
the level of plaque buildup in
your arteries, related to risk

for cardiovascular disease,
stroke and overall vascular
health, HDL and LDL Cho-
lesterol levels, diabetes risk,
kidney and thyroid function,
and more. Screenings are af-
fordable and convenient. Free
parking is also available.
Special package pricing
starts at $159, but consultants
can create a package that is
right for you based age and
risk factors. Call 1-877-237-
1287 or visit our website at
www.lifelinescreening.com.
Pre-registration is required.

DuaALTY FOOTWEAR FOR YOU

410009

Brinkmeier’s Plumbing
Todd, Chad, Ben, Nate, Mitchell,
Braden & Jamie

815-443-2323

holiday season
and the very best
for the new year!

Thank you for
your business!

409995

ad Wishing You a
¥ &y¢ | Merry Christmas &
" a Happy New Year

608-325-4464
Hours: M-T 10-5; F 10-6, Sat 10-4

1013 16th Avenue
Monroe, WI

) Edler Plumbing

= You know who 1§ on
the way and he 1€
o~ bringing bundles of
_ :ﬂﬂl}aﬂg a[l wari wishes!
olly Boo
Season! ﬁlk[’r?

== Christmas

8%y Fller - Duwner © Tena 815-369-4847
Ticense #058-112368

409069
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River Ridge
Second Grade
Santa Letters

Dear Santa,

I am 8 yers old and my
name is Callie. How meny
elvs do you have? I have ben
nice this yer because I help
my mom. [ will leave you
cookes and careits for renders.
[ would like lion toys and sum
books please.

Love,

Callie Butcher

Dear Santa,

My name is Bexley and I'm
7 yers old. Is Rudolf good and
nise to the uther randeer? I
have ben nise this yer. I help
my mom bring in the grosher-
ees. I will leve you a cooky
and milk. I will be happy with
whatever you give me.

Love,

Bexley Ambrosia

Dear Santa,

My name is Scout and I am
7 years old. What is the elfs
favret tois to make and who
is the noddyest reindeer? I
was nice this yer because I
help with my pets. [ will try to
leave you cookes. For Chrsti-
mas [ would like close please.

Love,

Scout Brown

Dear Santa,

I am Christian. I’'m eight.
Who is the naughtyist kid in
the world? I’ve been kind be-
cause I stay out of the way of
things. I will give you cokies
and carits. I would like a pet
lizard please.

Sincerely,

Christian Gunkel

Dear Santa,

My name is Owen and my
age is 7 yers old. Santa who
is the noteist rain dere? I have
been nise by leting everyone
in front of me. I will leve
you som carits for your dere.
Please cood I have a Lego
set, a robot almost as tal as
my brother and a litle toy of
the Grinch?

Love,

Owen Offenheiser

Dear Santa,

My name is Addison. I am
7 years old. How do you get
your magec? How long for
you to get from the North
Pole to Galena? I ben nice by
taking kar of my dog. I will
leave you food for the rein-
deer on my porch. What I
would like for Christmas is a
elf pet fox. Merry Christmas!

Love,

Addison Veitch

Dear Santa,
My name is Kamber and
I’'m 7 years old. Who is the

naughtyest randeer? I have
been nice because I set up the
tabel. I will leave you cuck-
ees and milke. I would like
books please and thank you.
Love,
Kamber Rodda

Dear Santa,

My name is Alana and I am
7 years old. How long does it
take to get to Illinois from the

North Pole? I have been
nice because I have played
with my friends. I will leave
you suger cookeis. I would
like an elf for Christmas
please. And some candy
canes please. Merey Christ-
mas!

Love,

Alana Smedley

Dear Santa,

My name is Jackson and I
am 7 years old. Who is your
naughty reindeer? I have been
nice because I help my Nana
put the table. I will leave you
a Gingerbred house. I would
like a ring with a lightning
bolt on it.

From,

Jackson Deininger

Dear Santa,

My name is Liam. My age
is 7 years old. Do you tell the
elfs what to do? I have been

nice wen I dun dishes. I
will leave you a donut. Santa
plees can I have a snowbord

and a foal? From,
Liam Kibler

Dear Santa,

My names Zephyr and I'm
8 years old! Is your real name
Santa? I’ve bin nice becaus I
helped my sister feel better!
I will leave you some giant
monster cookies and some
carrets for your rain dears
and milk. For Christmas I
want a Freddy Fazbear plush
and candy please and thank
you!

Love,

Zephyr Penoyer

Dear Santa,

My name is Jayce and my
age is 7. How menny randeer
do you have? I have ben nice
because I take in the garbige.
I will trey to leve coockees
for you. I want a tank for a
green tree frog plese and
thank you.

From, Jayce Weist

Dear Santa,

My name is Everett and
I’'m 7. Can I have a elf? Wich
is the naughtyist ranedeer? I
am nice because I help un-
pack the groshrese. 1 will
leave you cookes and milk
and carots to eat. I want a
geco wall crawler, xbox, and
a elf please.

From,

Everett Schuler

every

W’Lsﬁmg you
happiness

this ’1‘&) d'ay

Season!

Offenheiser Schwarz
Funeral Home
Pearl City * 815-443-2212

448709

448716

Davis Lumber Company
Scales Mound ¢ 815-845-2262

Raoe 3

Wierrn Christmas!

Woodbine Service Garage
815-858-3803

448710

y

Pro

T Sowe

Source * '

Electric and Automation Inc.
Lena ¢ 815-369-4165

iHamz a Mterrn Christmas
and a iﬂanpg New Pear
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Dear Santa,

I am Macy Potter and I
am 7 years old. Who is your
naughtyst raindeer? I have
been very nise Santa because
I change Maddies dipper. I
will leave you ginger bread
cookies. I would like a pet
turtle please.

Love,

Macy Potter

Dear Santa,

My name is Dawson and
I am 7 years old. How much
kids do you give presents? I
have been nice because I do
chores. I will leave out our
good cookies. I would want
some Lego sets please and
thank you.

Love,

Dawson Bingham

Dear Santa,

My name is Evie and I am
7. How is your year going?
I hav ben nice. I don’t want
anything else but a bike,
friends, family and teachers.
Sorry Santa, 1 don’t have
cookies.

Love,

Evie Marks

-

Mety Chmgtmag & Happy New Year
' PIHOMETOWN
TROPHIES & ENBROIDERY

2: 815-369-9185

140 W. MAIN STREET ¢ LENA, IL
) facebook

448224

g VSISV ¥ YA

) SANTAs SHODDING
WISH LIST

Freedom, joy, a jar of harmony.
Would you believe
Santa found them all in aisle three?
Eggnog, Yule logs.
There are plenty in store.
Gooawill, understanding.
Good thing we ordered more!

7

AN N\

Best wishes to you, our friends.
May your good times never end!

EN. ONNEERN. N\ "ANN

HARTZELL’S IGA

Warren, IL

409511
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Stephenson County Farm Bureau news

By Victoria Hansen

“Planting a Vision” was the
theme of this year’s Illinois Farm
Bureau Annual Meeting that took
place Dec. 7 through Dec. 9. As |
began to reflect on this past annual
meeting, | started to think of the lo-
cal visions we have planted in each
county.

Since 2005 Farmers in Carroll
County have donated corn to the
Young Leader Harvest for All Pro-
gram. Since the first year the com-
mittee has donated over $780,000
to local pantries. The first group
planted a crop that continues to be
harvested 20 years later. The Young
Leader Committee was recognized
for these efforts in Chicago.

Stephenson County awarded $20,594

Over eight years ago, Stephen-
son County Farm Bureau’s Young
Leaders and past Manager, Bruce
Johnson, had an idea to host a Farm-
to-Farm Run in rural Winslow.
Thus, the Farm-to-Farm 5K/10K
Run was born, raising money for
Agriculture in the Classroom in
Stephenson County. This event has
changed over the years but contin-
ues to follow the original vision of
supporting agriculture education in
our county.

I’m not sure either of these
groups had imagined that their vi-
sions would turn into two incredibly
successful events that support those
programs in their respective county,
but I am beyond grateful they did.

To see photos and learn more about
our time at Annual meeting visit
the Carroll County Farm Bureau
Facebook page, Stephenson County
Farm Bureau Facebook page, and
the Illinois Farm Bureau Facebook

page.

Holiday office hours
Stephenson County Farm Bureau
will close at 4:30 p.m. on Monday,
Dec. 23 and remain closed until
Thursday, Jan. 2 at 8 a.m. Carroll
County Farm Bureau will close at
12 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec.24 and re-
main closed until 9 a.m., Thursday,
Jan. 2. If in need of immediate as-
sistance during this time, please call
815-353-9655 and ask for Victoria.

From Farm to Wick

Start the new year on a fun note
by participating in a fun soy candle
workshop. Both Stephenson and
Carroll County Farm Bureaus will
be hosting these fun two-hour pro-
grams. Each program will begin
at 6:30 p.m. and end at 8:30 p.m.
They will be held on Jan. 21, 2025,
at the Stephenson County Farm
Bureau, 210 West Spring Street
Freeport, IL, and again on Feb. 6,
2025, at Carroll County Farm Bu-
reau, 811 S Clay Street Mt. Carroll,
IL.

To learn more about pricing and
registration details please call the
county Farm Bureau that you plan
to participate at. Carroll County

Farm Bureau, 815-244-3001 and
Stephenson County Farm Bureau
815-232-3186.

Scholarships available

Both Carroll and Stephenson
County Farm Bureau Scholarships
will be available on Jan. 1, 2025.
Visit our county websites, www.
carrollctb.org and www.stephen-
soncfb.org to apply.

Internship application
deadline coming soon
Applications are due on Jan. 8,
2025. Applications can be found
on the Stephenson County Farm
Bureau Facebook page or website,
www.stephensonctb.org.

United Way of Northwest I1-
linois announced that Stephen-
son County has been awarded
$20,594 in Federal funds made
available under the Further
Consolidated ~ Appropriations
Act, 2024, (Pub. L. No. 118-47).

Stephenson County is set to
receive $20,594 to supplement
emergency food and shelter pro-
grams through Phase 42 of the
EFSP Allocations. The monies
awarded to Stephenson County
are used to supplement existing

services that provide emergency
food and shelter services in Ste-
phenson County.

The selection was made by a
National Board which is chaired
by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA)
and consists of representatives
from United Way Worldwide,
The Salvation Army; American
Red Cross; United Jewish Com-
munities; Catholic Charities,
USA; and National Council of
Churches of Christin the U.S.A.

%

Lena
815
369-2222
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The local board, chaired by
United Way of Northwest Illi-
nois and which is comprised of
representatives from Stephen-
son County, is now charged to
distribute funds appropriated
by Congress to help expand the
capacity of food and shelter pro-
grams in high-need areas in our
communities. The local board is
seeking applications from qual-
ified service organizations serv-
ing Stephenson County. Those
interested in applying can visit
United Way of Northwest Illi-
nois’ website or contact our of-
fice to receive an application.

The local EFSP Board has
distributed Emergency Food
and Shelter funds previously
to Freeport Area Church Coop-
erative, Northwestern Illinois
Community Action Agency
Senior Citizen Services, Hearts
That Care, VOICES of Stephen-
son County, Lena Ministerial
Food Services and many others.
Areas that are eligible to receive
funds include organizations
with existing programs: served
meals, other food, mass shelter
(on-site), other shelter, supplies/
equipment, and utilities assis-
tance

Under the terms of the grant

from the National Board, local
organizations chosen to receive
funds must:

1) Have a Unique Entity
Identifier Number

2) Be private voluntary no
profits or units of government
(If private voluntary organi-
zation, must have a volunteer
board)

3) Have an accounting sys-
tem- Be able to accept payment
electronically

4) Practice nondiscrimination

5) Be updated on all reports
to the EFSP National Board
with no compliance issues out-
standing

6) Have demonstrated the
capability to deliver emergency
food and/or shelter programs

How to apply: Public or
private  voluntary organiza-
tions interested in applying for
Emergency Food and Shelter
Program Funds can visit www.
uwni.org/efsp or contact the
United Way of Northwest Illi-
nois, Inc. at 815-232-5184 for
an application. Grant request
applications are due at the Unit-
ed Way office, 524 West Ste-
phenson Street, Freeport, Jan.
13,2025, by 4 p.m.

M)erroq Chyristmas

from =~
G&H
Painting

Thanks for your business - Adam & Brent

409505

Let There Be Light
This Christmas

May this holy time shine with peace, and bring
forth happiness to you and your family.

Schults Eleroy Garage
815-235-4092

409522

Operation Christmas
Child volunteers
send Christmas joy
to children overseas

Area volunteers are celebrating the collection of
gift-filled shoeboxes that will send a message of joy to
children around the world. Thousands of volunteers
contributed to Operation Christmas Child, a project of
Samaritan’s Purse, by packing shoeboxes filled with fun
toys, school supplies, and personal care items.

The global Christmas project will deliver these gift-
filled shoeboxes to children in more than 100 countries,
including many who are suffering from war, poverty,
disease and disaster. Each shoebox is an opportunity
to share the message of the Gospel and bring hope to
children in need around the world.

Although drop-off locations have closed for the
season, there is still time to share hope and love
with children overseas by packing a gift-filled
shoebox online. Shoeboxes built online go to some
of the hardest-to-reach areas in the world. Those
who prefer the convenience of online shopping can
browse samaritanspurse.org/buildonlineto select gifts
matched to a child’s specific age and gender, then finish
packing the virtual shoebox by adding a photo and
personal note of encouragement. For more information
on how to participate in Operation Christmas Child
visit samaritanspurse.org/occ.

202 W. Main Street LW 204 Samuelson Dr.

Warren, IL Orangeville, IL
815-745-2148 ] 815-789-3366
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Stockton
Elementary

Dear Santa,

My name is Logan. I am
6 years old. This year I have
been nice. My favorite thing
to do at Christmas time is rip
yopen presets. Why are evs
so shrt? Why is Rootof the
only reindeer with a red nose?
For Christmas this year, I
would really like hotwels and
tracks. And please bring me a
ise and fir mostr truck because
thae are fun.

Love, Logan

Dear Santa,

My name is Calix. [ am 6
years old. This year I have
been nice. My favorite thing
to do at Christmas time is eat
food. Do you say ho, ho, ho
all the time? How do you
get the presents? For Christ-
mas this year, I would really
like Sunny and Melon merch
exept for the hat and magic
and science kits. And please
bring me a new computer be-
cause if you don’t give me the
computer then Daxter wont be
able to play Roblox.

Love, Calix

Dear Santa,

My name is Maci. I am 6
years old. This year I have
been nice. My favorite thing
to do at Christmas time is

-~
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et cande. Hou od r u? For
Christmas this year, I would
really like pant and art sup-
plies. And please bring my
mom a new puppy because
she can play with it.

Love, Maci

Dear Santa,

My name is Eli. I am a
junior and 16 years old. I
was one of the high school
students that helped the first
graders write their Santa Let-
ters and I thought it would be
fun to do as well. This year [
have been nice. My favorite
thing to do at Christmas time
is eat food and sleep in. How
do you go so fast? How old
are you? For Christmas this
year, I would really like shoes
and gift cards. And please
bring my sister a new pet be-
cause she is nice.

Love, Eli

Dear Santa,

My name is A’Kai. T am 6
years old. This year I have
been nice. My favorite thing
to do at Christmas time is eat
cookies and drink milk. How
old are you? For Christmas
this year, I would really like
a big stuffed penguin and a
soccer ball. And please bring
my brother a new football be-
cause he was good.

Love, A’Kai
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Dear Santa,

My name is Bo. I am 6
years old. This year I have
been nice. My favorite thing
to do at Christmas time is
stack prezits. Are you mazik?
How old are you? For Christ-
mas this year, I would really
like a PS7 and a Nintendo
Swich. And please bring my
fish a new sweder because it’s
cold.

Love, Bo

Dear Santa,

My name is Griffin. I am
7 years old. This year I have
been nice. My favorite thing
to do at Christmas time is
opan presints. Why do you
never diye? How old are
you? For Christmas this year,
I would really like WWE and
woter frogs. And please bring
my Brixin a new Nintendo be-
cause he is nice.

Love, Griffin

Dear Santa,
My name is Daniel. This
year I have been nice. My

favorite thing to do at Christ-
mas time is play in the snow.
Why do you give presins to
nice kids? How do you git
the presins? For Christmas
this year, I would really like
tranes and mor woodn ralwae.
And please bring my dog Bay
a new ball because she never
ate food off the coutr.
Love, Daniel

Dear Santa,

My name is Lyanna. I am
7 years old. This year I have
been nice, naughty, and doing
my best. My favorite thing to
do at Christmas time is Christ-
mas decorations. Do you like
the grich? For Christmas this
year, I would really like a pet
dog and a baby brother to
be ok. And please bring my
brother a new outfit because I
love him.

Love, Lyanna

Dear Santa,

My name is Jessie. I am 6
years old. This year I have
been nice, naught, and doing
my best. My favorite thing to
do at Christmas time is opin
my presins. How do rand-
er fly? How do the randers
ete? Wiy do we not touch the
elf? For Christmas this year, |
would really like a mak up kit
and noow shoos. And please
bring my bruthr a new XBOX
because it macks him happy.

Love, Jessie

Dear Santa,

My name is Scarlett. I am
6 years old. This year I have
been nice, naughty, and doing
my best. My favorite thing to
do at Christmas time is see my
presints. How do your rand-
er fly? How do you get your
power? For Christmas this
year, I would really like a sa-

Mery

409513

Clrnistmas and
Happy New Year

Thank:you for your business.
We look forward to servingiyou next year.

214 S. Center St. « Lena, IL

www.bussboyzcustoms.com

815-369-2803

At Of ts At

Stephenson
Service Company
815-235-7400

448514

It’s Christmas ‘Time
in the City!

We hope everyone enjoys
the floliday Season!

Kempel Urish Construction, Inc.
Tony 815-541-0570
Jamie 815-541-0273
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dle and a manikin. And please
bring my hamster a new sadle
because I love horses.

Love, Scarlett

Dear Santa,

My name is Audra. I am
6 years old. This year I have
been nice, naughty, and doing
my best. My favorite thing
to do at Christmas time is eat
cookes. How can the randers
fly? How do the elfs halp San-
ta? For Christmas this year, [
would really like a hamster
and a rabit. And please bring
my bruder a new football be-
cause he has ben nice to me.

Love, Audra

Dear Santa,

My name is Haley. I am 7
years old. This year I have
been nice. My favorite thing
to do at Christmas time is
make cookys. What is your
favorit ranedere? What is
your favorit elf? For Christ-
mas this year, I would really
like a camra and a skuishme-
lo. And please bring my sis-
ter a new jellycat because she
loves cats.

Love, Haley
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Dear Santa,

My name is Grayson. I am
6 years old. This year I have
been nice and doing my best.
My favorite thing to do at
Christmas time is spend time
with family. How many elfs
do you hav? How do you give
so many gifts? For Christmas
this year, I would really like
nerf blasders and cars. And
please bring my cat a new bed
because my dogs ript it up.

Love, Grayson

Dear Santa,

My name is Madison. I am
6 years old. This year I have
been naughty. My favorite
thing to do at Christmas time
is opin presets. Where do
you liv? Waut is your favor-
ite coocke? For Christmas
this year, I would really like a
stuffid toy. And please bring
my mom a bed because it is
small.

Love, Madison

Dear Santa,

My name is Aleksandar. I
am 7 years old. This year I
have been doing my best. My

See LETTERS, Page 10

465391

It's Christmas in the city,
and in the country too.
As the spirit of the season
lights up the world and
wraps us in it's glow, we want to
express our appreciation to you,
loyal friends and neighbors.
We wish you the brightest
holiday season ever and thanks
for making our year extra special.

Shoppes Guide
The SCOOP Today
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favorite thing to do at Christ-
mas time is going sledig. Are
you rel? Do you have infinit
presnts? For Christmas this
year, I would really like tractr
and a soker cort. And please
bring my dad a new tractr be-
cause he can wrk on the frm.
Love, Aleksandar

Dear Santa,

My name is Miley. I am 6
years old. This year I have
been doing my best. My fa-
vorite thing to do at Christmas
time is opin presnts. Do you
like sledding? Do you have
a desk? For Christmas this
year, | would really like hed-
fons and a desk. And please
bring my Maya a new hedfons
because she is rele nise.

Love, Miley

Dear Santa,

My name is Oliver. I am
6 years old. This year I have
been nice. My favorite thing
to do at Christmas time is play
in the sno. How’s Rudof? For
Christmas this year, I would
really like a scrbrd and a foot-
ball. And please bring my
Coco a new yern ball because
she dus not have one.

Love, Oliver

Dear Santa,

My name is Melody. I am
6 years old. This year I have
been nice and doing my best.
My favorite thing to do at
Christmas time is EIf of the
Shelf games. Wi dus Santa
not get cold? For Christmas
this year, I would really like a
tablit and stufis. And please
bring my mom a new little
citin because I want a citin to
play with.

Love, Melody

Dear Santa,

My name is Wade. I am 7
years old. This year I have
been nice. My favorite thing
to do at Christmas time is
mackeing coocees. How
do you git in the fire plasis?
How does yor slay fly? For
Christmas this year, I would
really like a milutaree set and
ras kars. And please bring my
bruthrs some toys because
they are nis.

Love, Wade

Dear Santa,

My name is Marshall. I am
6 years old. This year I have
been nice, naughty, and doing
my best. My favorite thing
to do at Christmas time is
hanging wif my famule. Can
I get a lago set? How od are
you? For Christmas this year,
I would really like a lago set
and a box of mine figs. And
please bring my dad a new
presunt because he desrvs it.

Love, Marshall

Dear Santa,

My name is Layne. I am
6 years old. This year I have
been nice and naughty. My
favorite thing to do at Christ-
mas time is go outside and
play in the sno. How old are
you? How is Roodoff? How
old are your raindeers? For
Christmas this year, I would
really like a baby puppy and
a small do toy. And please
bring my dog a new chew toy
because my dog keeps runing
the ones he alredy has.

Love, Layne

Sess Gretings

LENA STATE BaNk
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Highland celebrates first semester

In new, d

Years of work on manu-
facturing facilities at High-
land Community College
culminated with a Greater
Freeport Partnership rib-
bon-cutting for the institu-
tion’s new CNC lab on Dec.
12, 2024.

Highland has kicked off
the last two semesters by
more than doubling spaces
for manufacturing programs.
The refurbished CNC (com-
puter numeric control) and
CAD (computer-assisted
design) learning lab was un-
veiled this fall, and the spring
term began with a similar
welding lab expansion.

“As part of our Strategic
Plan, Highland has been fo-
cusing our creative energy
and resources on a key con-
cept we call ‘Reimagine.’
This CNC lab expansion
encapsulates these efforts,”
said HCC President Chris
Kuberski. “Our manufactur-
ing programs were experi-
encing space limitations, and
seat capacity was hindering
our potential. This remodel
project enabled us to reimag-
ine vacant adjoining spaces.”

The redesigned lab incor-
porates a new CNC mill, two
additional simulators, ex-
panded inspection and tool-
ing options, and advanced
measurement with a donated
coordinate measuring ma-
chine (CMM). “Once the vi-
sion was cast and the funds
were secured, many had their
hands in the success of this
project,” said Scott Ander-
son, vice president of Busi-
ness, Technology and Com-

LOCALLY

CUPPORT THE BUSINESSES
THAT SUPPORT YOU!

- et

onor-funded CNIC/CAD lab

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Highland Community College celebrates the opening of the institution’s new CNC
lab on Dec. 12, 2024. The redesigned lab incorporates a new CNC mill, two additional
simulators, expanded inspection and tooling options, and advanced measurement
with a donated coordinate measuring machine (CMM).

munity Programs. “We have
given our faculty the tools
they need to continue serv-
ing students and preparing
them to make a difference
in the workforce — whether
as an entry level operator or
an apprentice. Thank you to
our partners like Honeywell,
Danfoss, Carroll Industrial
Molds and Anchor Harvey
who have worked with us
hand-in-hand for over three
decades to meet the needs of
the manufacturing communi-
ty.”

Generous donors helped
fund the recent growth in
both CNC and welding —
with the Highland Founda-
tion rallying support through
their recent Legacy Cam-
paign. Thanks to these ef-
forts, more than $4.6 million
in donations has cleared the
way for multiple renovation
projects across campus.

“To everyone who con-
tributed to this project —
whether through a gift, your
time, or your advocacy —
you have made a transfor-
mational difference in our

community, Highland, and
most importantly, the stu-
dents we serve,” said Dan
Dick, executive director of
the Highland Foundation.
“Your support is not just an
act of generosity; it is an act
of trust in the power of edu-
cation and the promise of the
mission of Highland.”

To capitalize on these
investments in manufactur-
ing, Highland joined with
Rock Valley and McHenry
colleges in securing a $5.5
million federal grant through
the Department of Labor
this April. HCC’s portion
of this Strengthening Com-
munity Colleges Training
Grant will infuse more than
$1 million over four years
into serving more students
entering the skilled trades
through CNC and welding.

“Flashing back to just un-
der a year ago on Dec. 14,
2023, we were in this build-
ing for the welding lab’s
ribbon-cutting,” said Ander-
son. “Though we increased
the size and capacity of that
lab, we still had to add an

extra course section to meet
student demand. Here again
today, this time in our new
CNC lab, we are on pace
and in place to do the same. I
am sure you will continue to
hear about the impact of this
reimagined space.”

First-year student Emilee
Seebeck, who is taking weld-
ing and CNC classes, hopes
to make her family and fu-
ture generations proud by
graduating from Highland
next year with new career
options and higher earning
potential. Her stepfather, a
CNC machinist, taught her
how to weld in their garage.

“I honestly thought I was
going to come to college and
not like it ... But when I got
here, everybody was just so
welcoming, and they made
me feel welcome. If I had
questions, they answered,”
said Seebeck. “I actually re-
ally am going to miss it next
year when I graduate. It’s go-
ing to be hard to say goodbye
to all these amazing people.
It’s kind of like my second
family.”

families
to yours!

Dan Harnish
Marvin Uecker Agency

308 E. Lena St., Lena
815-369-4569
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Health & Happingss to Al
May you be blessed with much

good fortune this holiday season.
Thanks for the trust you’ve shown in us.

@ Bauer-McCoy
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Diane Reinhold recognized with State and National
Awards for Excellence in Nutrition and Wellness Education

Diane Reinhold, Nutrition
and Wellness Educator with the
University of Illinois Exten-
sion, has recently been honored
with multiple awards, both at
the state and national levels,
recognizing her contributions
to nutrition and wellness ed-
ucation. With 11 years of ser-
vice to Extension serving Jo
Daviess, Stephenson and Win-
nebago Counties, Reinhold has
proven herself as a respected
leader in nutrition education.

At the 2024 Illinois Ex-
tension Association for Fam-
ily and Consumer Sciences
(IEAFCS) State Awards, Rein-
hold’s efforts were celebrated

with two first-place awards and
a second-place award for three
different programs. These se-
lected programs were then rec-
ognized once again at the 2024
National Extension Associa-
tion for Family and Consumer
Sciences (NEAFCS) Nation-
al Awards, where she placed
first in the central region with
her I MADE That! publication
series; second in the central
region for her Food Allergies
in Schools program; and third-
place nationally, for the Flor-
ence Hall Award for the Com-
munity Seminar Series.
Reinhold’s 1 MADE
that! program consisted of ed-

émy@mtma& -
Stock Holders Saloon L .
Apple River ¢ 815-594-2244 «

1gze§//, ‘@eﬂyea ‘

&G

448366

Maii Strost

Realty

Stockton -815-947-3963

[19 S. Main St.

448365

ucational information geared
towards youth in the kitchen.
The publications included fun
activities, cooking tips, healthy
lifestyles, and encouraged par-
ticipation in the Illinois 4-H
program.

The Food Allergies in
Schools program provides rel-

students by mentorship from
Extension Educators. The goal
of this series is to improve
graduate  students’  science
communication skills.

“I am incredibly proud of
Diane Reinhold for receiving
state and national recognition
of her work. Her dedication

and commitment to excellence
has been a testament to the
positive impact Extension has
had in our local communities,”
remarks University of Illinois
Extension County Director
Margaret Larson.

Through her work with the
University of Illinois Exten-

sion, Reinhold offers a variety
of educational programs fo-
cused on nutrition, wellness,
food preservation and food
safety. For more information
about Diane Reinhold’s pro-
grams or to inquire about up-
coming events, visit go.illinois.
edu/jsw.

Lo -

Furnishings & Design_/fore
Fitled with Best Wiskeds and Gratitude too!

9426 W. Wagner Rd. | Lena, IL | 815.369.5300 | www.millfurnishings.com

669591

evant, up-to-date information
about food allergies and guide-
lines for implementing school
nutrition policies as well as
increasing the knowledge of
nutrition staff who provide
healthy school meals.

The Community Seminar
Series provides education to
University of Illinois graduate

Illinois Newspapers
keeping you informed

To know more, read public notices
intoday’s newspaper or go to

PublicNoticelllinois.com

Wishing our past, present
and future clients & tenants

A Merry Christmas
and
A Happy. Healthy,

Prosperous New Year!
Whleome  Faye & rtottey Frectman
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Oak Leaf

Construstion & Eleotrical

815-541-5262

www.oakleathomecompany.com
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Rest Wishes for the Season

Christmas and a S’pecia[ Thank You
t0 our dedicated employees, our patron dairy farmers,
contract milk haulers and all the other businesses
that have ﬁe(pec[ make 2024 a succesg‘:ltf year ﬁ)r
- Brewster Cheese Company.

May contentment and joy light up your
doorstep this holiday season.
We appreciate you!

Trank Ul

to our valued JCE Co-op members.

@ JCE CO-OP

Electric « Gas - Fiber
jcecoop.com | Your Touchstone Energy” Cooperative @

L1LS9Y
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Panthers split games with Durand, Dakota

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

The Lena-Winslow Pan-
thers got off to a 3-0 start
to the 2024-2025 boys bas-
ketball season. They didn’t
suffer their first loss until
meeting up with a 7-1 Dako-
ta Indians squad on Dec. 13.

That wasn’t before the
Panthers picked up a big
win over a fellow NUIC op-
ponent in the Durand Bull-
dogs. Durand has gotten
off to a bit of a slow start to
the season, and the Panthers
quickly exposed some of
their weaknesses. Turnovers
allowed the Panthers to es-
tablish a lead in the first half.
Durand’s offense managed
to hang around with a few
first quarter three-pointers,
but Le-Win maintained their
advantage.

Cobryn Lynch had the
hot hand as a couple of
three-pointers gave him
eight points in the opening

Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024

quarter. Miles Mahon add-
ed six points with a trio of
baskets.  Altogether, the
Panthers outscored Durand
24-17 in the first.

Mahon continued to at-
tack the interior of Durand’s
defense in the second quar-
ter. Mahon exploded for 10
points in the quarter, many
of which came off fastbreak
opportunities. Late in the
half, Mahon hit Jaylen Ra-
kowska for a deep three,
which put the Panthers up
big heading into the break.
It was Rakowska’s third
three-pointer of the quarter.
Mahon and Rakowska com-
bined for 19 points in the
quarter. The Panthers put up
27 as a team as they took a
commanding 51-30 lead into
halftime.

Le-Win was in a com-
fortable position to pick up
their third win of the season
at that point. Mahon contin-
ued to attack when he came

out the break. Another eight
points in the third quarter
helped Mahon get over the
20-point mark.

Durand made the score
look closer than it was by
outscoring Le-Win 17-7 in
the fourth. Still, the Pan-
thers picked up a convinc-
ing win with a final score of
74-57. Mahon led the way
in scoring with 24 points.
Rakowska was next up with
fifteen, and Lynch had eight
in the victory.

First year head coach,
Mark Blakely, couldn’t have
asked for a much better start
to his new gig. The team
had three games and three
victories, all by double-dig-
it deficits. Blakely and the
Panthers found themselves
on the other end of the stick
when they traveled to take
on Dakota, however.

Coming into the matchup,
Dakota already held an over-
all record of 6-1. They were

Le-Win Stadium Committee
reveals stainless-steel placard
details for donor recognition

Just in time for the holidays, the Lena-Winslow

fresh off a blowout 51-18
victory over the Orangeville
Broncos. Even after hosting
the 3-0 Panthers, Dakota’s
only loss was to an undefeat-
ed Eastland Cougars squad.

Dakota  started  both | Stadium Committee has released placard recognition
halvqs with  convincing plans for Stadium Project gifts. Stainless-steel placards,
opening quarters.  In the displayed at the facility, will represent a lasting tribute to

first, they outscored Le-Win
17-12. Then again to start
the second half, the Indians
outscored the Panthers 22-
17. The Panthers were able
to keep pace in the closing
quarters, but the deficit built
in the first and third quarters
proved to be the difference.
Le-Win had a strong duo
performance from Rakowska
and Aiden Wild. Rakowska
led the team with 18 points
off four three-pointers. Wild
added 14 of his own. Koby
Kearns finished with nine,
all of which came from be-
yond the arc in the fourth
quarter. Mahon also finished

proud Panther supporters in recognition of gifts of $500
or more.

“We want to celebrate the folks who are helping
us build the new stadium in a meaningful way,” said
Dr. Thomas Chiles, Superintendent. “Whether donating
personally, on behalf of your organization or as a gift to
your family, the stainless-steel placards will be a lasting
symbol of your contribution to Le-Win Athletics. It
would be a great way to honor the ultimate Panther fan in
your life.”

To learn more about the Stadium Project or view
placard sizes and tiers:

Website: lwstadiumproject.com

Facebook: “Lena-Winslow Stadium Project”

Email: donate @lwstadiumproject.com

Donations can be dropped off at Community Bank in
Lena or mailed to Community Bank PO Box 189 Lena,
IL 61048 (checks payable to Le-Win Stadium Fund).

with nine as the Panthers fell

by a final score of 66-55.
There was no need to pan-

ic, and really no time to, for

o Hate (Continued from page 4)

Hate does not heal. It does  or the smell of mothballs,

If you live in Lena, you can receive the Shopper’s Guide every week by email or
mail for FREE!

Free delivery is available in Lena by mail or email when requested. As an
alternative to mail, a free Digital eSubscription will be available by request. A link
to your eSubscription will be emailed to you every
week.

Now is your chance to get your hometown news
before the newspaper is hot off the press! The
Shopper’s Guide eSubscription can be read on
a computer, laptop or tablet. To continue free
delivery by email or mail and avoid missing
any issues, return your form
today!

There will be no <2 =
telemarketing calls, no strings
attached, just convenient, free
delivery compliments of our advertisers.

_Yes. I'want an eSubscription! | would like to receive
the Shopper’s Guide by email, for 3 years at no charge. My
weekly link lets me get the newspaper before mail home
delivery.

_Yes. | would like to receive FREE home delivery of The
Shopper’s Guide by mail to my Lena address, for 3 years at
no charge.

s

Please call for mail subscription rates outside of Lena.

Date:
Phone:

Name
Address:
Email:

Signature:

Mail to: The Shopper’s Guide, ¢/o Rock Valley Publishing, 1102 Ann St.,
Delavan, WI 53115 OR send by email to: scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
For subscription rates outside of Lena, IL please call 815-369-4112
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the Panthers. The following
afternoon, Le-Win began
play in this year’s Forreston
Holiday Tournament by fac-
ing off with the River Ridge
Wildcats.

not inspire. It does not illicit
compassion. It does not foster
kindness. It does no good.

Instead it eats one from the
inside out. Hate is black and
bleak where there could be
light and love.

So, go ahead, hate broccoli

for 18 Months

680597

(855) 499-HEAT

Chris Folmar

Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

www.edwardjones.com
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Financial Advisor

640 W. South St, #4

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Loescher £24
Furnace
Replacements
Emergency Same-Day
Installations
L ]

. . Receive a FREE

00/0 Financing 10-Year Warranty

PARTS & LABOR INCLUDED

LoescherHVAC.com

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

but reject hate against other
humans. It does them no
good. But more importantly,
it does you no good.
Compassion, on the other
hand goes a long way to
accomplishing something.

Something beautiful. And
loving and lovely.

And that, my friends, is
my wish for you. Today and
every day.

Jill Pertler is an award-
winning syndicated
columnist, published
playwright and author. Don’t
miss a slice; follow the Slices
of Life page on Facebook.

your source for on-ine news:

RVPNEWS.
COM

1-year
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3-year

3.95%

5-year
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* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 12/10/24. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-
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depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to
availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest
rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can

lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal

may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution

of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are
issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the

Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).
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Lena SONS of the
American Legion

m—

Christmas

celebration

Nearly 50 people attended the Lena SONS of The
American Legion annual Christmas party. Attendees
enjoyed pizzas, Christmas cookies, and beverages pro-
vided by the SONS. A raffle with 16 $25 Sullivan’s gift

cards were awarded.

g Sur pr ise (Continued from page 4)

and themselves. It’s just a
blessing to be a part of so
many lives over the years

in two different but similar
communities. I remember as
plain as day when I got the
call to go to Clinton to teach
back in 1990 and I remember
when I got the call to start
again in 2021 at Black Hawk.
In Proverbs 3:5-6 we read;
trust in the Lord with all your

heart and do not lean on your
own understanding. In all
your ways acknowledge Him
and He will direct your paths.
I have to say God has been
so good to us to direct our
paths right into the lives of so
many young people and their
families over the years. It has
been a joy. Wishing you all a
very Merry Christmas! Until
next week, God bless.
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Frito-Lay
LAY’S
POTATO
CHIPS OR
DORITOS

Select Varieties
5-8 oz

BU

=

General Mills
CHEX
CEREAL

Select Varieties
12-14 oz

Land O Lakes

BUTTER

Select Varieties
8-16 oz

Hillshire Farm

LITTLE

HOLIDAY W\G

USDA Choice

" HALF ROAST

Johnsonville
PRE-SLICED
SUMMER
SAUSAGE

Original or Jalapefio
Cheddar , 10 oz

Philadelphia
CREAM CHEESE

Original or 1/3rd
Less Fat, 8 oz

Best Choice
SHRIMP
RING

10 oz

Birds Eye

1 VEGETABLES

Select Varieties
10-10.8 oz

) 2.49

Pillsbury

Welch’s

SPARKLING

SANTA FACE
LAYER CAKE

Chocolate or
White Layer
8 inch round

CHRISTMAS
DIP FEST

Spinach or Dill Dip

POTATOES
Yukon Gold

or Re

51b bag

US Govt Insp - .I;_
BONELESS |
CENTERCUT |

<& PORK LOIN ROAST
{ =

o 5
Sullivan’s Signature | US Grade A
ASONED WHOLE

HAM LOAF CHICKEN.

i

~ AmOUIDAY
Sullivan’s Signature | | - pAVORITE! =
" ExtraLean

FRESH

tI' .‘

331l h
4] ¥ 2of® brandy {
BONELESS |\ | |
3 ! EYE OF ROU
~ ROAST .
- gl IED TOGET
! TH A

| wr

CENTERCUT

+ BONELESS

'BORKLOIN RO

ertified Angus

—— R Ay

——

Certified Angus Beef ® brand
BONELESS
TOP ROUND
ROAST
SAUSAGE OR 4 U 99"’
enouunl { j
L1 o, § o

ullivan’s Signature
" HEAT & EAT
PULLED PORK |

YY)

1 Bt

pEALs.. A
b

-

=
<N
1.88.
MEAT mAstER
LUINGIS STATE cHANPION rade
E|

OFF THE BONE
SMOKED HAM

FRESH
PICKLED HERRING
& OYSTERS

AVAILABLE WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

Hot Wheels
HOLIDAY (
JUICE BASIC CARS

Select Varieties GIFT L sl Select Varieties
| 2540z i Tet
ol

Select Varieties
12-14 0z

FLOUR

Select Varieties
51b

" SHANK

PORTION HAM

e A

Holiday
Heat at Home

ntucky Legend
BONELESS
SMOKED HALF
HAM

e $64.99 $139.99°

Order by December 20, 2024!
Available for pick-up COLD on Monday, December 23 or Tuesday, December 24
anytime during store business hours.

gl‘lh\f’ Up Siden 51 2 for three 1 pound sides

DINNERS
Ham, P

] "
-

Kentucky Legend
BONELESS
SMOKED
WHOLE HAM

Scan QR Code
to view entire ad
www.sullivansfoods.net

77 Like and Follow us on www.facebook.com/sullivansfoods | Check us out or order online at www.sullivansfoods.net | We reserve the right to limit quantities and correct printing errors. All items not available at all stol
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Sullivan’s Foods | 103 W North Ave, Stockton | 815.947.3318
Sullivan’s Foods | 201 Dodds Dr, Lena | 815.369.2311
Sullivan’s Foods | 703 N Elida St, Winnebago | 815.335.1501
OPEN 6AM TO 9PM 7 DAYS A WEEK 465294
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Letters To santa

Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024

Mrs. Merboth’s
1st Grade Class

Dear Santa,

How do you make toys?
How do you get in my house?
Please bring my mom a cal-
endar. My dad could like
warm boots. Kashton wants
tractors and cows. Kamden
would like some tractors.

Destiny would like a raccoon
stuffie. Please bring me some

fidgets. Also bring me some

Stitch stuff and a L.O.L doll. I

have tried to be good all year!
Your Friend, Kylynne

Dear Santa,

How do your reindeer fly?
What do your elves look like?
Please bring my brother a toy
motorcycle. Please bring my
sister, Payton, a phone. Please
bring my mom a dish bowl.
Please bring my sister, Elana,
a new phone. Please bring me

a hoverboard, phone, and real
cute puppy. I have tried to be
good all year!

Your Friend, Kayslee

Dear Santa,

Where does your magic
come from? Who is your fa-
vorite reindeer? Please bring
my mom a Kkitten. Please
bring my dad a PSS5. Please
bring my sister a bike. Please
bring my brother a kid pow-
ered wheel toy. Please bring

11875 Rt. 20 East, Stockton, IL 61085
815-947-9040
www.SullivanRealty.com
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me a PS5. I would like a mon-
itor and a T.V. to go with the
PS5. T have tried to be good
all year!

Your Friend, Lennon

Dear Santa,

Where do you get your
magic from? How do you
make your toys? Please bring
g my brother a Dolphin’s
puzzle. Please bring my mom
flowers. Please bring my
dad beef jerky. Please bring
me a hoverboard. I would
also like a Christmas puzzle
and Christmas lights for my
room. I have tried to be good
all year long!

Your Friend, Natalie

Dear Santa,

How do you get through
the chimney? Who is your
favorite reindeer? Please
bring my mom a cat. Please
bring my brother, Gannon, a
stuffed animal giraffe. Please
bring my sister, Pyper, a new
phone. Please bring my baby
sister blocks. Please bring
my sister, Myah, a Barbie to
play with. Please bring my
dad 3 PSS5s. Please bring me
a PS5, a power wheel, and a
4 wheeler. I have tried to be
good all year!

Your Friend, Cain

Dear Santa,

Where does your mag-
ic come from? How do you
make the toys? Please bring

Sninhirne Transfer, LLC
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Lena
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my mom a sparkly necklace.
My dad would like a new T. V.
Oakley wants a hoverboard.
Remi, Lily, and Kylor would
like a fun game. Please bring
me a phone. I also want a tab-
let and computer. I have tried
to be good all year!
Your Friend, Emberlynn

Dear Santa,

Where does your magic
come from? How do you get
in my house? Please bring
my mom a phone bag. My
dad would like a huge blan-
ket for the barn. Oliver wants
his own farm supplies. Cam-
ryn want a hoverboard. Bryce
would like some makeup.
Please bring me an iPad with
a Stitch case. I also want a
Stitch backpack and Stitch
makeup. I have tried to be
good all year!

Your Friend, Bryce

Dear Santa,

How do you make toys?
For Christmas I want Mikey
Mouse toys. I also want Lit-
tle people toys. Please bring
Archer some Thomas toys. I
have tried to be good all year!

Your Friend, Penny

Dear Santa,

First, what do the elves
look like? What is your fa-
vorite cookie? Next, cam
you bring my dad some fish-
ing hooks? My mom wants
an Apple iPad. Blane would
like chew toys. Then, could
you please bring me an iPad,
a drum set, and a Nintendo
Switch. Last, I have tried
to be good all year! Merry
Christmas!

Your Friend, Bently

Dr. Stephen & Jamie Petras




Letters To santa

Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2024

Dear Santa,

First, who is your favorite
reindeer? What is your fa-
vorite cookie? Next, can you
bring my mom a statue of a
baby elephant? My dad wants
Twinkies. Roy would like ac-
tion figures. Then, would you
please bring me an Elf on the
Shelf, and a drum set. Last, |
have tried to be good all year!
Merry Christmas!

Your Friend, Madalyn

Dear Santa,
First, why is Buddy the

Elf so big? How do the rein-
deer fly? Next, can you bring
Ellie a Pokemon ball? My
mom wants some jewelry.
Then, could you please bring
me a Captain America nerf
gun, Pokemon balls, and a
watch. Last, I have tried to be
good all year! Merry Christ-
mas!

Your Friend, Micah

Dear Santa,

Who is your favorite rein-
deer? How do you get your
magic? My brother would
like a toy car. My mom wants
some books. Dad would like
a new job. One thing I would
like is a pair of clip-on ear-
rings. I would also like a Bar-
bie dream house that I can fit
in. I have tried to be good all
year!

Your Friend, Everly

811 Tisdell Ave « Warren, IL
815-745-2888
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IS almost
here!
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Dear Santa,

How do you make a corn
planter? How do you make
a toy silage bagger? My dad
would like a combine. My
mom wants a new vacuum.
My sister would like a doll
house. One thing I would like
is a pedal combine. I would
like a pedal grain cart. I have
tried to be good all year!

Your Friend, Jackson

Dear Santa,

Who is your favorite elf?
What is your favorite cook-
ie? My brother would like a
snowmobile. My dad wants a
corn planter. Mom would like
for me to listen. One thing I
would like is a Steelers neck-
lace. I would also like a snow
globe. I have tried to be good
all year!

Your Friend, Thatcher

Dear Santa,

How do you get your
magic? How do you get down
the chimney? My mom would
like a back rest. My dad wants
his kids to listen. My sis-
ter would like a Barbie. One
thing I would like is a whistle.
I would also like a Lego set. I
have tried to be good all year!

Your Friend, Deacon
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Mr. Allen’s
Kindergarten
class

Dear Santa,

I would like a nerf gun, a
phone and a racecar that is a
lego set. I am being half good.

Your friend,

Dylan Slater

Dear Santa,

How do you fly for so long
in the dark? You're the best.
You're super nice. I would
like new shoes and new roller
skates for Christmas. Merry
Christmas! HO HO HO!

Your friend,

Olivia Dussing

Dear Santa,

Why did my elf poop on my
toothbrush? Please tell Jingle
not to do it again. It was very
very random and gross. [ would
like money for Christmas.

Your friend,

Stone Milan

Dear Santa,
I would like a wallet and a
PS5 for Christmas. I've been

nice this year and good for my
dad.

Your friend,

Quincy Ellis IIT

Dear Santa,

Do you make Barbie dolls
and a Barbie doll slide? Are
you going to deliver my Bar-
bie? Do you make a life pet
box? My elf, little Evan, almost
rode over the people on Caleb’s
tractor. Thank you for deliver-
ing the presents.

Your friend,

Lidia Pasch

Dear Santa,

How do you fly? How do
your reindeer eat food? How do
you read your list?

Your friend,

Zoey Thompson

Dear Santa,

Does my elf fly? I would like
a super web slinger and a drum
set for Christmas.

Your friend,

Ben Liebenstein

Dear Santa,

How do you fit down a
chimney? I am five years old.
I would like a Santa Jack and

815-745-379.
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809 TISDEL AVE.

Bob Albrecht

some Peter Pan toys for Christ-
mas. [ would also like a Grinch
blow up for Christmas.

Your friend,

Henry Caswell

Dear Santa,

I would like a doll house
and a toy car for Christmas.
Can you bring me an elf on the
shelf? Merry Christmas, Santa.

Your friend,

Esmae Villanueva

Dear Santa,

How are you? I would like
a Barbie doll house for Christ-
mas. Merry Christmas!

Your friend,

Ariella Kuhlemeyer

Dear Santa,

I have a Santa dress at home.
I also have a key and a carrot
for your reindeer. I want you
to come to my house and drop
the presents off 