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Warren FFA attends BUILD Conference
	 Senior and junior Warren FFA members recently attend the BUILD (Being United 
in Leadership Development) Conference. The BUILD Conference offers FFA students 
a chance to foster personal growth and enhance their leadership abilities. This two-
day event is attended by hundreds of high school students in order to assist in the 

development of personal and leadership skills. 
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Obituaries
Craig Fuchs

	Craig Eugene Fuchs, age 
60 of Lena, IL passed away 
surrounded by his family on 
Friday, Jan. 3, 2025, at UW 
Swedish American Hospital 
in Rockford. He was born on 
June 4, 1964, in Freeport, IL, 
the son of Ron and Pat (Bu-
chenau) Fuchs. Craig was a 
graduate of Lena Winslow 
High School Class of 1982. He 
worked at Bay Valley Foods 
for 23 years. 

	Craig is survived by his 
mother Pat Fuchs of Lena; 
sons- Andrew Fuchs of Lena, 
Brandon (Veronica) Fuchs of 
Lena, Adam Fuchs of Pearl 
City; sister Anita (Mike) Par-
kinson of Lena; nieces- Lau-
ren (Mitchell) Ganzer of Plat-
teville, Lindsey (Kyler) Calow 
of Warren, Lana Parkinson of 
Lena; great nieces- Josefine, 
Elizabeth and Charlotte Gan-
zer,  and Chloe Calow;  God 
children- Christopher Green, 
Marie Runkle, and Lucas Law-
son; and many aunts, uncles, 
cousins, and a host of friends.

	He was preceded in death 
by his father Ron Fuchs; ma-
ternal grandparents Melvin 
and LaVonia Buchenau; pater-

nal grandpar-
ents Albert 
and Mabel 
Fuchs; Aunt 
Marcia Lob-
dell and Un-
cle Ron Bu-
chenau. 

Craig was 
Le-Win Football’s biggest fan.  
He loved spending time with 
his sons including golfing, 
fishing, going to races, and 
tractor pulls. The family would 
like to extend a thank you to 
his Bay Valley family for their 
love and support.

	Funeral Services were held 
on Jan. 11, 2025, at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church in Lena, Il-
linois.  A visitation was held 
on Friday, Jan.10, 2025 at 
St. Johns Lutheran Church 
in Lena, IL.  Reverand Rick 
Bader will be officiated the 
services. Interment will take 
place at Chapel Hill Memorial 
Gardens in Freeport. In lieu of 
flowers a memorial has been 
established in his memory. 
Condolences may be sent to 
the family at www.leamonfh.
com.

Janet Lindenman
	Janet S. Lindenman, age 

61 of Lena, passed away on 
Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2024, at 
Javon Bea Hospital in Rock-
ford. She was born on June 1, 
1963, to Earl and Bev (Moyer) 
Lindenman in Waddams Grove 
Township. Janet was a 1981 
graduate of Lena-Winslow 
High School.  She spent her 
career in finance and banking 
and worked for Citizens State 
Bank of Freeport for the past 
16 years.  Janet also spent her 
time as the Treasurer/Secre-
tary of the PepperPlace Condo 
Association. She loved watch-
ing Wisconsin Badger games, 
camping, Nascar, annual trips 
to Florida and spending time 
with her nieces and nephews. 
Janet was proud to be an organ 
donor and gave the gift of life 
to others.

	Janet is survived  by her 
fiancé Kevin Pax of Lena; 3 
sisters- Laura (Tony Celletti) 
Hartney of Freeport,  Deb-

bie Harder of Evansville, WI, 
and Susan Woods Snyder of 
Freeport; nieces and nephews- 
Nicky Betthauser, Brandon 
Harder, Bradley Harder, Tegan 
Woods, Cassi Kriebs, Damon 
Pax, Devin Pax, Austin Pax, 
and Madysen Pax; Fiancé Kev-
ins brothers- Douglas (There-
sa) Pax, LaVerne (Marcia) Pax, 
Steven (Jen) Pax; great nieces 
and nephews.  She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents, 
niece Hailey, and nephew A.J.

	Visitation was held on 
Wednesday, Jan. 8, 2025, at 
the Leamon Funeral Home 
in Lena, IL.  Funeral Service 
was held on Thursday, Jan. 9, 
2025, at Lena United Meth-
odist Church in Lena. Pastor 
Melwyn Alagodi officiated the 
service. Interment took place at 
the Lena Burial Park.

Luncheon to follow at the 
church. A memorial has been 
established in her name. Con-
dolences may be sent to the 
family at www.leamonfh.com.

Marjorie Barker
	Marjorie “Marj” E. Barker, 

96, formerly of Orangeville, 
passed away peacefully on 
Saturday, Jan. 18, 2025, at 
Manor Court of Liberty Vil-
lage in Freeport, IL.  She was 
born on Jan. 17, 1929, in On-
eco Township, rural Winslow, 
to Leland and Ruth (Benne-
hoff) Kilian.  She attended 
Mt. Pleasant Grade School #7 
and graduated from Winslow 
High School, Class of 1946.  

	Marjorie married her life-
mate, Donald L. Barker, on 
November 23, 1946, at the 
Winslow Methodist Church. 
They were married for over 
65 years. Marj and Don 
farmed together in the Oran-
geville area all of their lives, 
until retirement brought them 

“into town” in 1995.
	Marj enjoyed TV game 

shows, reading, and card 
games, but she especially 
loved baking and finding new 
recipes. Providing hospital-
ity was her gift. Marj was a 
member of the Orangeville 
United Methodist Church, the 
Orangeville United Method-
ist Women (UMW), and the 
Isabel Chapter #322 of the 
Order of the Eastern Star for 
over 70 years. In 2017, Marj 
became the proud holder of 
the Silver Spoon Award, be-
stowed upon her as the oldest 
woman born in Oneco Town-
ship and still living there her 
entire life. 

	Marj is survived by her 
three children: Larilyn (Greg) 
Carpenter of Waukesha 

WI, Donald Jr. (Bonnie) of 
Monroe WI, and Creighton 
(Judy) Barker of Orangeville; 
Grandchildren, Heath Bark-
er (Monroe), Kristin (Noah) 
Totzke of  Waukesha WI, 
Phil (Rachel) Barker of Or-
angeville, Ross (Danielle) 
Barker of Jacksonville, IL, 
and Judy Gaus of Milwau-
kee; Step-grandchildren: Josh 
(Carrie) Ickes of Paw Paw 
IL, Rebekah (Mark) Kennay 
of Paw Paw,  and Erin (Tim) 
Brower of Paw Paw. She 
is further survived by great 
grandchildren: Tyler, Vaughn 
and Haden Barker, Naomi Ja-
cobsen, Josie Barker, Amelia 
and Wyatt Barker, as well as 
step-great grandchildren: Jes-
se and Parker Marsh, Dawson 
and Addison Brooks, Lilliane 

Brower, and Raegan Ickes.  A 
brother-in-law Al (Barbara) 
Goodman of Lake Bluff IL 
also survives her.

	Marj was preceded in 
death by her parents, her hus-
band in 2012, sisters Helen 
Goodman, Carol Dickerson, 
and Patricia Miller, and an in-
fant brother Kieth Kilian.

	Visitation was held at the 
Orangeville United Meth-
odist Church on Friday, Jan. 
24, 2025. Burial was in Mt. 
Pleasant Cemetery, Oneco 
Township, Winslow IL near 
her childhood home. Pastor 
Roger Bronkema officiated 
the services. A memorial fund 
has been established in her 
memory. Condolences may 
be sent to the family at www.
leamonfh.com.

Robert  L. Yeagle
	Robert “Bob” L. Yeagle 

age 80 of Winslow, IL passed 
away at his home on Thurs-
day, Jan. 23, 2025. He was 
born on Jan. 13, 1945, in 
Freeport, IL to Theron and 
Mabel (Lawver) Yeagle. Bob 
married Pamela Campbell on 
Oct. 22, 2000, on the family 
farm officiated by Reverand 
Dwight Bennett.  

	Bob was a graduate of Or-
angeville High School Class 
of 1963.  He served his coun-
try in the US Army and Army 
Reserves from 1966-1972. 
Bob’s passion, which he ful-
filled, was being a lifelong 
farmer.  He held many other 
jobs through the years includ-
ing hauling milk, carpentry, 
and working as a U.S. Postal 
Service mail carrier for the 
surrounding towns. He vol-
unteered his time with the 
Freeport VA driving Veterans 
to Dr.’s appointments. Bob 
was a member of Ewert-Kline 
American Legion Post 720 
in Orangeville, where he 
held several different offices 
through the years.  He was 
also a long-standing mem-
ber of the Oneco Township 
Board. He was a good line 
dancer and it’s also how he 
met Pamela in 1993.

	Bob is survived by his 
wife Pamela of Winslow; two 
sons- Christopher (Sue) Yea-

gle and Rob-
ert (Wendy) 
Yeagle  both 
of Oran-
g e v i l l e ; 
g r a n d c h i l -
dren- Bob-
by (Torri) 
Yeagle and 
Makena Yea-

gle; great grandson Hudson 
Wilder; ;  extended children- 
Eric Schrader, Eryn (Michael) 
Rubino, Thad (Kat) Schrader; 
extended grandchildren- Kait-
lyn (Cody) Beck, Robert and 
Nathan Rubino, Ethyn, Vivi-
an, and  Olivander Schrader, 
Morgan Wells, Grant Ander-
son; extended great grand-
children- Oktober Beck and 
Hazelyn Beck; sister Kay 
(Larry) Miller and brother 
Dean (Carla) Yeagle; nieces 
Colleen and Danica; aunt Jean 
Winkler. He was preceded in 
death by his parents, brother 
Henry Yeagle, and an infant 
sister. 

	Visitation will be held 10 
a.m. until time of service on 
Saturday, Feb. 1, 2025, at the 
Orangeville United Method-
ist Church. Funeral services 
will be held at 12 p.m. on 
Saturday Feb. 1, 2025, at the 
Orangeville United Method-
ist Church. Officiating will 
be Pastor Roger Bronkema.  
Luncheon to follow the fu-
neral services at Orangeville 
United Methodist Church.  
Interment will take place at 
Sunset Acres in Orangeville. 
A memorial has been estab-
lished in his memory.  Condo-
lences may be sent to the fam-
ily at www.leamonfh.com.

Willamette Wilson
	Willamette (Mette) Wil-

son (Wybourn) 73 of Lena, IL 
passed away on Saturday, Jan. 
11, 2025, in Monroe, WI. She 
was born on July 13, 1951, in 
Freeport, IL to Norman and 
Janice (Ferguson) Wybourn. 
Mette graduated from Lena 
Winslow High School class of 
1969. She married Jack Wil-
son in November of 1969 and 
divorced in 2002. 

	She worked as a CNA 
at Lena Continental Manor 
Nursing Home for about 10 
years, Christian Connection 
Daycare, and Shift Supervisor 
at CVS Pharmacy for 17 years 
before retiring in 2021. Mette 
enjoyed researching geneal-
ogy and watching a variety 
of game shows. She adored 
spending time with family 
and friends for the Lena Fall 
Festival.  She also loved plan-
ning all the family reunions. 

	She is survived by two 
sons: Jamie (Heather) Wil-
son of Orangeville, Il and 
Jayson (Lisa Bauer) Wilson of 
Lena, IL. Six grandchildren; 

Kayla Wil-
son (Kyle 
K n e s s ) , 
Kalli Wilson 
(Jessie Van-
Loo), Ian 
Wilson, Ab-
igail Law-
son, Ash-
leigh Wilson 

and Alizabeth Wilson; three 
great grandchildren; Len-
nox Lawson, Laikyn Lawson 
and Carlisle White. Brother; 
Terry (Rhonda) Wybourn of 
Dekalb, Il, two sisters; Nor-
een Steinmann of Monroe, 
WI and Leigh Ann (Norman) 
Knoll of Lena, IL. Many niec-
es, nephews and cousins.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, grandparents, 
brother-in-law, Larry Stein-
mann.

	A memorial service was 
held on Friday Jan. 17, 2025, 
at St. John’s Lutheran Church 
in Lena. A memorial has been 
established in her name. Con-
dolences may be sent to the 
family at www.leamonfh.
com.

your source for on-line news:
RVPNEWS.

COM

Northwest Illinois Bird 
and Nature Alliance 
program

	Presenter Vic Berardi, 
founder of the all-volunteer Il-
linois Beach State Park Hawk-
watch and well-known raptor 
photographer, will discuss 
wintering raptors of Illinois and 
Wisconsin on Feb. 4, 2025, at 
7 p.m.  The event will be held 
at St. John United Church of 
Christ, Freeport, IL. Emphasis 
will be raptor descriptions and 
possible locations to find these 
birds in the winter months. 

Lena-Winslow Annual 
Spelling Bee 

	The Lena-Winslow Annual 
Spelling Bee will take place 
on Thursday, Jan. 30, 2025. 
The Spelling Bee competition 
will take place at 9 a.m. in the 
Lena-Winslow Elementary 
cafeteria for students in grades 
four through eight with a snow 
date set for Jan. 31. The top two 

winners of this event will ad-
vance to the Regional Spelling 
Bee on Feb. 11, 2025. 

Salvation Army 
	The Salvation Army will 

host a Clothing and Coat Give-
away. The event will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Jan. 
28, Jan. 30, and Feb. 1.  The 
Salvation Army is located at 
106 W. Exchange, Freeport, IL 
(across from the courthouse).  
Please contact 815-235-7639 
with any questions. 

Elizabeth Blood Drive
	The Red Cross will host a 

blood drive on Thursday, Feb. 
6 from 12:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.  It 
will be held at the Community 
Building located at 402 North 
West Street in Elizabeth, IL. 
Appointments are encouraged 
and can be made calling 1-800-
733-2767 or by visiting red-
crossblood.org.  Use sponsor 
code ElizabethIL.

News briefs

BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!
10% MORE for 

jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mint Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Coins 
Flatware • Diamonds • Sterling
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M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
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drop box
available 24/7

Machajewski selected to 
join YWCA Retirement 
Fund Board of Trustees

	YWCA Northwestern Illi-
nois, the region’s leading or-
ganization dedicated to em-
powering women and elimi-
nating racism, is pleased to 
announce that Kris Macha-
jewski, President and CEO 
of YWCA Northwestern Il-
linois, has been selected to 
join the prestigious Board of 
Trustees of the YWCA Re-
tirement Fund.

	Founded in 1925, the 
YWCA Retirement Fund 
was established to provide 
YWCA employees – 90% 
of whom are women – with 
secure, comfortable retire-
ment options for their ded-
icated careers in service to 
the YWCA mission. Though 
the structure of the fund has 
evolved over the years, its 
mission remains steadfast 
in supporting the women 
who have worked tireless-
ly to further the YWCA’s 
vision. Today, the YWCA 
Retirement Fund serves over 
11,000 past and present em-
ployees from approximate-
ly 200 YWCAs across the 
United States.

	Machajewski has led 
YWCA Northwestern Illi-
nois for over 18 years, ad-
dressing the pressing chal-
lenges of empowering wom-
en and eliminating racism 
throughout northern Illinois. 
As the YWCA Retirement 
Fund celebrates its centenni-
al this year, Machajewski’s 
appointment to the board 
marks a critical opportunity 
to deepen the Fund’s impact 
and further integrate the 
YWCA’s values of equity 
and service into the broader 
network.

	“I am deeply honored to 
join the YWCA Retirement 
Fund Board of Trustees 
during this significant year, 

marking the 
Fund’s 100th 
anniversary,” 
said Macha-
jewski. “This 
opportuni ty 
allows me 
to continue 
a d v o c a t i n g 
for the wom-
en who have 

given so much of themselves 
to our mission. It’s an excit-
ing moment to help strength-
en the financial foundation 
that supports our dedicated 
staff throughout the United 
States and ensures we can 
keep building a more equita-
ble future for generations to 
come.”

About YWCA 
Northwestern Illinois

	YWCA Northwestern Il-
linois has provided women’s 
empowerment programming 
and advocacies since 1891. 
The organization now serves 
more than 13,500 women, 
children, and families each 
month, through child care 
subsidy, quality child care 
access and improvement 
resources, YWCA La Voz 
Latina’s Hispanic and Latino 
community support and re-
sources, the YWCA Literacy 
Council literacy instruction 
and programming for adult 
learners, and community 
racial justice work that pro-
motes a clear commitment to 
equality. YWCA Northwest-
ern Illinois delivers its mis-
sion, “eliminating racism, 
empowering women, and 
promoting peace, justice, 
freedom and dignity for all,” 
to women and families in the 
six-county area of Boone, 
Jo Daviess, McHenry, Ogle, 
Stephenson, and Winneba-
go, Illinois.

Kris 
Machajewski

Local students named to Fall 2024 Dean’s List
Central College

Jason Hermann
Hunter Hoffman
Kayla Lindquist

Clarke University
Sarah Pratt
Braden Jacobs
Addison Roberts
Sierra Schubert
Mitchel Coffey

Coe College
Zach Linder
Collin Malin
Shan Shrader

Columbia College
Alicia Kepner

Elmhurst University
Zaiden Smith

Marquette University
Isaac Rife
Ethan Fye

Northern Illinois 
University

Anna Patterson
Leah Warner

Rockford University
Steven Druien
Gianna Fuca
Reese Raisbeck

Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods College

Aubrey Boyer 

Southern New 
Hampshire University

Brandy Synowiec

University of Dubuque
Riley Finn
Tayden Patterson
Bryton Engle
Ashtyn Brinker
Kamryn Cain
Kaytelynn Gable
Brynn Haas
Erin Vanderheyde
Emma Kempel
Madison Young

University of Evansville
Micaela Miller

University of Minnesota 
Crookston

Amanda Lidberg

University of 
Wisconsin-Madison

Alexander Staver

University of 
Wisconsin-Superior

Jessie Oostenryk

University of 
Wisconsin-Whitewater

Anthony Bilich
Macie Kaney
Simon Rillie
Kylie Wirth

Senior Resource Center offers free tax preparation for older adults
Starting Feb. 5, the Senior 

Resource Center will offer 
free federal and state 1040 tax 
counseling, preparation and 
filing services for low and 
middle-income senior tax-
payers residing in Stephenson 
and Jo Daviess counties as 
well as adults with disabili-
ties. This service is provid-
ed through the AARP Tax-
Aide program by trained and 
IRS-certified volunteers and 
will run through April 15, 
2025.

	“Thanks to the dedication 
of our trained and certified 
volunteers, we are able to of-
fer this service at no cost to 
low and middle income tax-

payers who need assistance 
filing their 2024 taxes,” ex-
plains Amanda Faivre, execu-
tive director of the Senior Re-
source Center.  “Last year, we 
served 435 residents through 
this program, resulting in to-
tal tax savings of more than 
$180,000 with an average re-
fund of $538.41,” Faivre add-
ed.

	Call 815-235-9777  start-
ing Jan. 22 to schedule an ap-
pointment. Spots are limited 
and fill quickly. Please brings 
a photo ID, social security 
card for each person on the 
return, proof of all income 
(including social security 
benefits), proof of medical 

insurance coverage for each 
person on the return, and your 
previous year’s tax return to 
the appointment.   For joint 
returns, both persons must be 
present.  Appointments will 
be held at Senior Resource 
Center, 206 E. Stephenson 
Street, Freeport, IL.

	Unfortunately, not ev-
ery person or every return 
qualifies for the Tax-Aide 
program. Senior Resource 
Center tax aides are limited 
to specific types of tax forms 
which the aides are allowed 
to prepare by both the IRS 
and by the AARP Founda-
tion, which sponsors the 
program. If a person’s return 

falls outside the scope of the 
aides’ training, then they will 
need to go to a professional 
tax preparer. Examples of re-
turns aids CANNOT prepare 
include farm income (unless 
only land rental), military 
returns, ministerial income, 
and cancellation of mortgage 
debt, business income that 
involves depreciation, rental 
income, and K-1 forms with 
ANY other entries than inter-
est, dividends, or royalties.

	For more information 
about the free tax preparation 
services or other programs of-
fered by the Senior Resource 
Center, visit  www.srcntr.
org or call 815-235-9777.

January’s 2025 Daily Drawing winners announced
The Northwest Illinois 

Daily Drawing, a coopera-
tive fundraiser, is a drawing 
for 365 daily cash prizes 
from Oct. 1, 2024, to Sept. 
30, 2025, to those donating 
for a ticket. Over $22,500 
is paid out to ticket holders 
during the drawing year. 
Cash prizes vary between 
$50 and $500. A ticket may 
win multiple times as each 
ticket remains in the draw-
ing each day for the entire 
year, no matter how often it 
may be drawn.

	Sponsoring organizations 
from Jo Daviess, Carroll & 
Stephenson County  include: 
Caring Community of Eliz-
abeth, East Dubuque Music 
Boosters, Eastland Music 
Boosters, Elizabeth Cham-
ber of Commerce, Galena 
Key Club, Hanover Alum-
ni Association, Hanover 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Hope Wins, Lena-Winslow 
Education Foundation, Mid-
west Medical Center Auxil-
iary Foundation, Pearl City 
Athletic Boosters, Philan-
thropic Educational Orga-
nization-Chapter OH, River 
Ridge Drama Club, Scales 
Mound Travelers, Stewards 

of the Upper Mississip-
pi River Refuge, Stockton 
Girls Basketball , Warren 
Athletic Boosters and West 
Carroll Sports Boosters.

The January 2025 
winners are:

$150 – Connie Kempel, 
Lena

$50 – Brandon Busch, 
Scales Mound

$50 – Erin Timmerman, 
East Dubuque

$50 – Alecia Randecker, 
Stockton

$50 – Gary Sterk, Clinton, 
IA

$50 – Denise Hayunga, 
Freeport

$50 – Chad Bremmer, 
Pearl City

$50 – Robyn Jackson, 
East Dubuque

$50 – Joe Blair, Winslow
$50 – Adam Welch, 

Wheatland, IA
$50 – Jack Hilby, East 

Dubuque
$50 – Erin Murphy, Ha-

nover
$50 – Carlene Haring, 

Elizabeth
$50 – David Niccum, 

Elizabeth
$50 – Barbara Gullone, 

Galena
$50 – Kathy Wienen, Ga-

lena
$50 – Melissa Soppe, 

Scales Mound
$50 – Tammy Miller-

schone, Stockton
$50 – Kerry Oberbroeck-

ling, East Dubuque
$150 – Nick Thomas, Ha-

nover
$50 – Verda Gochee, Syc-

amore
$50 – Shirley Jacobs, 

Freeport
$50 – Julie Helman, Eliz-

abeth
$50 – Lana Crandall, Ap-

ple River
$50 – Kathy Filipiak, Ga-

lena
$50 – Jack Miller, East 

Dubuque
$50 – Emily Bressler, Mt 

Carroll
$50 – Mike & Deb Eick-

man, Rockton
$50 – Kim Solimini, La-

nark
$50 – Austin Ertmer, Eliz-

abeth
$50 – Jim Cox, Lena
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Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 01/21/25. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-
issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per 
depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please 
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to 
availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest 
rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can 
lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal 
may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution 
of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are 
issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the 
Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

1-year

4.15%
APY*

3-year

4.20%
APY*

5-year

4.15%
APY*
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Opinion

I have a 
confession: I 

am a hick
	I am a hick. 
	There, I said it out loud.
	I am a hick from a small, 

rural town in a northern state 
that gets a lot of snow in the 
winter (but has many lovely 
lakes).

	Not everyone wants to 
live there, but the people 
who do enjoy it. Embrace it. 
Love it. 

	Much like I hope you love 
the neighborhood, the town, 
the city, the state where you 
live.

	Our hometown gives us 
all a place of belonging. An 
identity. A nest.

	A place where you can 
simply be yourself. As for 
me, the self I choose to 
embrace is one of a hick.

	And there are a lot of (a 
ton) of good things to say 
about that. 

	I am a hick. 
	I’ve never really enjoyed 

a choice of restaurants, 
unless you consider fast 
food, Mexican or bar fare a 
choice. (Which it is, but just 
not a lot of choice.)

	I meet people who 
differentiate between a 
mediocre, good and great 
Mexican restaurant (or 
Italian or Chinese or… take 
your pick.) I’ve never known 
choices in restaurants and 
I’ve managed to survive. 
Plus, I believe it’s snuffed 
out my picky-eating gene. I 
consume what they serve me 
and I don’t know enough to 
think of doing anything else, 
much less complaining to the 
manager.

	I am a hick. 
	For most of my adult 

life, I didn’t have access 
to real shopping or a mall. 
So I learned to purchase 
everything online. When my 
kids needed tennis shoes, I 
learned to measure their feet 
and order the desired logoed 
brands. The same goes for 
back-to-school clothes and 
birthday presents. Think of 
all the money I saved by not 
going to the food court.

	I am a hick.
	I know my neighbors 

and they know me. If I 
have a problem, I have their 
numbers and they have mine. 
If I call them, they will 
answer. If I have a problem 
they will help. If I am 
hurting or sick or in trouble 
they will know and vice 
versa. I like it that way.

	I am a hick.
	I have never had a 

pedicure. I can’t imagine 
someone poking at my toes.

	My bestie has regularly 
scheduled pedicures and I’m 
absolutely certain she’d also 
describe herself as a hick, 
so I guess a pedicure (or 
lack thereof) does nothing to 
define a hick.

	And therein lies the whole 
point to this column.

	I am a hick. But what 
does that mean, really? If 
you get a pedicure  – or not. 
If you make reservations at 
the elite restaurant – or not. 
If you hold your pinky finger 
up while drinking tea – or 
not. If you sit in first class 
– or not. If you shop at the 
finest department stores – or 
not. 

	None of it matters. Unless 
it brings you joy. Unless it 
matters to you.

	The niceties in life are 
nice and if they bring you 
joy they are wondrous. If 
they are simply a way for 
you to compare yourself 
to others, then they are 
doing you no good. I think 
we spend (at least I’ve 
spent) too much of our 
lives comparing ourselves 
to others and thinking we 
need what they have versus 
simply paying attention to 
ourselves and the things that 
bring us personal joy.

	For me, that’s simple 
things. Small town roads. 
Neighbors who wave as you 
drive by. A general lack of 
shopping, restaurants and the 
amenities known to people 
living in urban areas.

	I am a hick, and after 
decades of wondering if that 
is okay, I’ve decided it is.

	But I’m not ruling out 
a pedicure at some point. 
Hicks can have pretty toes. 
Just ask my bestie.

	Jill Pertler is an award-
winning syndicated 
columnist, published 
playwright and author. 
Don’t miss a slice; follow 
the Slices of Life page on 
Facebook.

By
Jill
Pertler
Columnist

Slices of life

	Grab a friend, partner, or 
come by yourself to a Valen-
tine Concert sponsored by 
The Music, Arts and Recre-
ational Society of Stockton 
(MARRS) on Friday, Feb. 
14, 2025, at 6 p.m.  Stella’s 
Restaurant will host the con-
cert, and Stella’s BYOB pol-
icy allows people to bring a 
beverage of their choice in-
cluding beer, wine, spirits 
or pop. Hors d’oeuvres will 
be available provided by the 

restaurant.
	Musician Garrett Hillary 

will perform.  Hillary is a re-
altor by day and musician by 
night, a hot air balloon pilot, 
an avid traveler and a wed-
ding officiate.  He has previ-
ously performed in Stockton 
at Fall into Stockton 2024 
and as the bass player with 
the Fever River Band at last 
summer’s Music in the Park.  
A talented musician with the 
ability to play several differ-

American Legion Auxiliary 
Pie Baking Contest

The American Legion 
Auxiliary will be holding 
both the annual Pie Baking 
Contest and Soup Tasting in 
February. On Saturday, Feb. 
1 the American Legion Aux-
iliary Units of the Thirteenth 
District will host the pie bak-
ing contest.  Fruit pies should 
be delivered to the American 
Legion Home in Lena by 10 
a.m. and judging will be at 11 
a.m.  Pies will be judged, and 
cash prizes will be awarded.  

	On Sunday, Feb. 2 the 

Units will once again spon-
sor the Annual Soup Tasting 
from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
The Annual Soup Tasting 
will feature over 15 different 
soups and dessert for $9 for 
adults and $3 for children un-
der 10. 

	Come join for a weekend 
of fun.  The American Legion 
Home is located 316 West 
Main Street in Lena, across 
from the historical water tow-
er.  Please call 233-9078 or 
369-4684 with any questions.

Adkins Energy LLC 2025 
scholarship available

Adkins Energy LLC is 
proud to once again offer its 
annual scholarship. The appli-
cation is available on the Ad-
kins website at www.adkin-
senergy.com. The application 
deadline is Tuesday, April 1, 
2025.

	Adkins Energy LLC will 
award three $1000 scholar-
ships to qualifying students. 
Anyone pursuing higher ed-
ucation at a trade school, 
college or university in 2025 
may apply. Entries will be 
judged on previous academic 
achievement, current financial 
impact, and an essay.

	To be eligible for the schol-
arship, applicants must com-
plete an application, including 
the most recent transcript of 
grades, with class ranking, 
if available, and submit a 
typed essay, no longer than 
three pages double-spaced, on 
the following: What is E15, 
should it be available year-
round and what are the pros 
and cons of E15? Submit a de-
scription of how this scholar-
ship will affect the applicant’s 
educational goals or special 
financial circumstances.

	Submissions must be post-
marked by Tuesday, April 1, 
2025. The three winning re-
cipients will be awarded the 
$1000 scholarship after pro-
viding proof of enrollment.

	For more information 
contact Adkins Energy 
1-888-ETHANOL or visit 
www.adkinsenergy.com.

MARRS Valentine Concert at Stella’s
ent instruments, Hillary will 
include Valentine’s Day ap-
propriate music.

	The cost of this concert 
is $10 per person to cover 
the cost of the food. Please 
bring cash. To reserve a 
spot email marssmusic24@
gmail.com. Because this 
is a winter concert there is 
always a chance of weath-

er cancelling this concert.  
Please check the MARSS 
Facebook page or call 815-
262-6134 to stay updated 
on weather cancellations. In 
addition to the Valentine’s 
Day concert, MARSS will 
also host two other concerts 
this spring at the American 
Legion Hall on March 21 
and April 25.

your source for on-line news:
RVPNEWS.

COM
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Around the Northern Hills
	The Young Leaders 

Committee will have their 
next meeting on Sunday, Feb. 
16 at 6 p.m. here at the farm 
bureau office in Elizabeth.     
Anyone between the ages of 
18 and 35 and has an interest 
in agriculture is welcome to 
attend.  

	Farm Bureau 
Foundation’s scholarship 

	The Jo Daviess County 
Farm Bureau Foundation has 
its scholarship applications 
available.  We again have 
two different scholarships 
for those students majoring 
in an agricultural related 
field.  The first scholarship 
is geared specifically to 
Highland Community College 

Ag students.  High School 
Seniors or those already 
enrolled at HCC can apply.  
The second scholarship is a 
general scholarship for any 
post-secondary school.  For 
this scholarship, the student 
needs to be currently in their 
first year of college.  This 
scholarship is only available 
to Jo Daviess County Farm 
Bureau members and their 

children.  You can find the 
application on our website.
IAA Foundation 
scholarships

	The IAA Foundation just 
announced the lineup for 
the 2025  IAA Foundation 
Scholarships.  This includes 
120 scholarships totaling 
$210,251.  We have had 
several winners from Jo 
Daviess County in the past, 
so I would encourage anyone 
interested to not miss this great 
opportunity.   The link is on the 
IAA Foundation website. 

Farm Fun Fact
	Farmers and ranchers 

provide food and habitat for 75 
percent of the nation’s wildlife.

By
Annette
Eggers 
Jo Daviess 
County Farm 
Bureau

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Little Blackhawks	
	 Pictured are Stockton Elementary’s Little Blackhawks for the week. These students were recognized for 
following the Blackhawk Way.

Stockton High School First Semester Honor Roll
All A’s

Grade 12:  Emily Broshous, 
Masyn Cahill, Jacob Harbach, 
Kendra Robledo, Landon 
Warner, Kacy Wright

Grade 11: Adrianne Baker, 
Mark Detwiler, Jake Marek, 
Oliver McPeek, Sadie Van-
derheyden

Grade 10: Arianna Arand, 
Alexis Bennett, Payton Gos-
wick, Caitlynn Robledo

Grade 9:   Sophia Compton, 

Daxton Drane, Mason Hen-
derson, Sadie Johnson, Hagen 
Schubert

3.0 Semester Standard 
GPA & No D’s

Grade 12: Kyla Arnold, 
Dylann Broshous, Marga-
ret Carter, Jackson Coffey, 
Shirley Cook, Amber Haas, 
Elijah Haas, Kyle Haas, Wil-
liam Hart, Ava Hess, Samuel 
Hille, Madalyn Mammoser, 

Dillon McIntosh, Javier Mon-
talvo, Marley Morgan, Lillian 
Sikora, Ethan Steien, Keagan 
Westphal, Katelyn Winters, 
Shea Witz

Grade 11: Tegan Arnold, 
Emma Aurand, Arrison Bau-
er, Anna Blair, Hailey Bro-
shous, Piper Brown, Kaylynn 
Brunner, Paige Chumbler, Re-
ece Demeter, Wesley Drane, 
Maurico Glass, Asher Haas, 
Ayden Hullinger, Zachary 

Jackson, Kiegan Jones, Aid-
en Kurek, Eli Larson, Noah 
Larson, Jeremiah Luke, Jack 
Mensendike, Hunter Mulhol-
land,  Chelsea Olson, Rile-
igh Peterson, Cyler Pieper, 
Marjerie Pilapil, Robert Ril-
lie, Gynelle Rowe, Ari Zink, 
Blake Zink, Isabella Zuck

Grade 10:  Vanessa Baez-
Ramirez, Arden Bauer, Carter 
Blair, Dannyn Broshous, Isa-
iah Carter, Jazmine Curtiss, 

Raiyn Dauphin, Logan Drey-
er, Isaha Glass, Morgan Haas, 
Taylor Haas, Delaney Julius, 
Isabella Kilburg, Hailey Leit-
zen, Hanna Leitzen, Jackson 
Martin, Dionne McIntosh, 
Ireland Mensendike, Walker 
Olson, Madalynn Perry, Lola 
Rose, Owen Stich, Addison 
Thornton, Kaydra Wright

Grade 9:   Asher Acevedo, 
Delanee Adleman, Kellen 
Breed, Evelyn Craft, Veronika 

Drane, Emma Eisfeller, Wes-
ley Gile, Emma Haas, Weston 
Haas, Jarrett Johnson, Aiden 
Larson, Madelyn Libberton, 
Sawyer McPeek, Payne Mer-
cer, Bencho Montalvo, Coo-
per Raab, Payton Raisbeck, 
Andi Randecker, Wyatt Re-
cord, Alyssa Reed, Maxwell 
Schuldt, Samuel Sikora, Eme-
lia Steien, Natalee Sullivan, 
Chance VenHuizen, Deacon 
Zink

Shots fired incident
	Officers of the Freeport 

Police Department are inves-
tigating a shots fired incident 
that was reported to have oc-
curred in the 1000 block of 
W. Smith Street. On Jan. 20, 
2025, at 2:44 p.m., Freeport 
Police Officers were dis-
patched to the FHN Hospital 
regarding an 18-year-old male 
who was walk-in gunshot vic-
tim. 

	The victim advised he was 
walking in the 1000 block 
of W. Smith Street when he 
was encountered by two oth-
er males in their teens. The 

males asked the victim to 
empty his pockets. The victim 
struck one of the suspects and 
began to run away when he 
was shot in the arm. The vic-
tim was treated at FHN Hos-
pital and released. 

	The investigation into this 
incident is ongoing at this 
time. The Freeport Police 
Department is asking anyone 
who may have information 
about this incident to contact 
either the Freeport Police De-
partment at 815-235-8222, 
Stateline Area Crime Stoppers 
at 866-TIPSNOW, or through 
texting at Tip411.

Freeport Police 
Department

 

Larry Huttenlocher Retirement Auction 
Date: Febuary 12th 2025 – Time: 9:00 AM

Location: 2485 South Brown Road Stockton IL 61085
GREAT QUALITY LINE OF EQUIPMENT Contact: Mike Powers (608) 214-5761 – Dan Powers SR (608) 214-3765 
2012 John Deere 7230R Tractor, MFWD, IVT Trans, 3pt, Quick Hitch, 4 Hyd Remotes, Front Suspension, 
Duals, ONLY 1,733 Hrs, Nice Tractor, 1966 John Deere 2210 Tractor, Gas, 3pt, PTO, Overhauled 927 Hrs Ago, 
1936 John Deere Model A Tractor, Gas, NF, PTO, Restored, Cat D3C Series III Dozer, Orops, Canopy, Limb 
Risers, Shows 3,129 Hrs, 2020 John Deere 1765 12R Planter, 30”, Hyd Drive, Insecticide, Pneumatic Down 
Pressure, Vacuum, Yetter Trash Whips, Corn & Bean Plates, John Deere 2630 Display, Approx 700 Acres On 
Machine, One Owner, 2008 Massey Ferguson 9790 Field Star II Combine, Chopper, Bin Ext, Rock Trap, Yield 
Monitor, 2 Owner Machine 1,930/1,305 Hrs, John Deere 693 Corn Head, Poly, Calamer Chopping Rolls, 
Electric Deck Plates, Massy Addapter Plate Can Be Unbolted, Massey Ferguson 8200-30 Flex Head, Full 
Finger, Single Point Hook Up, Agco SpraCoupe 4460 Sprayer, Perkins Diesel, Hydor, 60’ Booms, 400 Gallon 
Tank, Auto Height Control, 2600 Mapping Monitor, Star Fire 3000 Globe, Hyd Adjust Rear Wheesl, Tow Hitch, 
2 Owner Machine, Only 649 Hrs, 2017 Kuhn Krause 7300 24’ Disk, Hyd Fold, 22” Blades, Remlinger 3 Bar 
Spike Harrow, Only Done Approx 500 Acres, One Owner Machine, DMI Tigermate II 21’ Field Cultivator, 7” 
Shovels, 5 Bar Spike Harrow, Rear Hitch, Very Nice DMI 22’ Crumbler, Light Kit, Nice Unit, DMI 500 5 Shank 
3pt Ripper, Spring Shanks, Coulters, Fast 11 Shank 28% Liquid Tool Bar, Hyd Drive 1000 Gallon Tank, Spring 
Gangs, Ground Drive Pump Sold With The Unit, Sukup 9400 High Speed 6R Cultivator, Spring Shanks, Sukup 
Slide Guide 3pt Hitch & Monitor, 2012 Chandler PT-10 Fertilizer Spreader, Tandem Axle, Scale, Dual 
Spreader, Variable Speed Control, One Owner Very Nice, 2017 J&M Seedrunner Pro250 Seed Tender, 
Tandem Axle, Honga Gas, Poly Flighting Auger, Digistar Scale, One Owner, 2 – Brent 544 Gravity Wagon, 
Fenders, Brakes, Light Kit, Hydra-Gauge Dynamomet P355 Dyno, 540 PTO, Titan 24’ Tender Trailer, 
Gooseneck, Tandem Axle, 2 Pumps, Chemical Pump, Induction Tank, 1300 Gallon Poly Tank, Hyd Jacks, Miller 
10T Equipment Trailer, Tandem Dual, Tilt Top, Pin Hitch, Used On The Farm, 1995 Dodge Ram 3500 Flat Bed 
Pick Up Truck, V10 Gas, Automatic, Standard Cab, 4x4, Gooseneck Ball, 80,250 Miles, - Great Quality Line Up 
SMALL SHOP ITEMS, TOOLS, WEIGHTS, PARTS, SOLD FIRST @ 9:00 AM – ONLINE BIDDING STARTS @ 10:30 

Online Bidding Available At www.powersauction.com – Great Line Of Quality Equipment 
 

Powers Auction Service 
110 E Murray St 

Browntown WI 53522 
www.powersauction.com 
 

Loading Available 
Sale Day & Sunday 

Lunch Onsite 
Office: 608-439-5764 
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Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE, rvpnews.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

392651

who have sent a donation to 
help underwrite the Scoop 

Today/Shopper’s Guide. For 
those of you who haven’t 

done so in the past year, but 
enjoy this newspaper and 

would like to help us pay for 
its operation, please send a 
donation in any amount to:

c/oRock Valley Publishing, 1102 Ann St., Delavan, WI 53115
If you thInk youR nEWSPAPER IS WoRth

50¢ an issue, it would be $26.00; 75¢ an issue - $39.00 
or $1 an issue - $52.00

You won’t get a Scoop/Shopper’s Guide tote bag, an Apple gift card, or a 
discount on an extended car warranty. But you will get the satisfaction of 

knowing that you have helped support your favorite newspaper.

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

Phone______________________________

__ Please keep my
     paper coming: 453719

the Scoop Today Shopper’s Guide
READERS

Wildcats hold off Stockton’s comeback effort
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

	The River Ridge-Scales 
Mound Wildcats and the 
Stockton Blackhawks faced 
off in an NUIC-West girls 
basketball battle on Friday, 
Jan. 24.  It was a highly antic-
ipated matchup as Stockton 
came into the game with a re-
cord of 16-6, while the Wild-
cats were 18-5 themselves.  
More than 30 combined wins 
were on the floor when two 
experienced teams faced off 
last Friday night. 

	Despite being on their 
home court, Stockton suf-

fered from an extremely slow 
start.  The shots weren’t fall-
ing for the Blackhawks, who 
put up just seven points in 
the first quarter. On the other 
end, RR-SM couldn’t have 
asked for a much better start 
to the game.  While Stockton 
struggled to find a shot, the 
Wildcats had no trouble in 
racking up the points.  By the 
end of the first quarter, RR-
SM already held a 21-7 ad-
vantage. 

	The Wildcats have strug-
gled to put a complete game 
together, especially against 
some of the better compe-

tition.  This wasn’t the first 
time the 2024-2025 Wildcats 
had jumped out to an early 
lead, just to watch it disap-
pear over the course of the 
game. 

	That doesn’t take anything 
away from Stockton and their 
ability to keep fighting after 
a slow start, however.  The 
Blackhawks have approached 
20 wins for a reason, and they 
put their dexterity on display 
on Jan. 24. 

	Stockton didn’t solve 
their offensive problems in 
the second quarter, but they 
needed to slow down the RR-
SM offense if they wanted 
any chance at a comeback.  
Stockton’s defensive chang-
es paid off as they held the 
Wildcats to just seven points 
in the second, just one third 
of the points allowed in the 
first. Still, the RR-SM de-
fense was hard at work.  By 
the break, the Wildcats held a 
31-14 lead. 

	Coming out of the break, 
it looked like the momentum 
had completely flipped sides.  

Not only did Stockton score 
14 points in the third quarter 
alone, which tied their entire 
total from the first half, but 
they held the Wildcats to just 
seven points themselves.  Af-
ter an excellent third quarter 
performance, the comeback 
was on.  Heading into the 
fourth, Stockton trailed just 
38-28. 

	The hot start from RR-SM 
proved to be too much in the 
end.  Specifically, Campbell 
Hereau and her three-point 
shooting ability helped to se-
cure a Wildcat victory.  Here-
au sank a trio of three-point-
ers as she finished with thir-
teen points on the evening, 
which led RR-SM.  Berkeley 
Mensendike and Laiken Haas 
each finished with seven 
points as the Wildcats picked 
up a slim 42-40 victory. 

	Stockton gave it every-
thing they had in the second 
half.  Just like RR-SM has 
struggled to play four quar-
ters of dominant basketball, 
Stockton learned that they 
can’t afford the slow starts.  
The Blackhawks outscored 
the Wildcats 26-11 in the sec-
ond half, just to lose by two.  

	Madie Mammoser led all 
scorers with 21 points, most 
of which came in the second 
half.  Stockton’s production 
fell off mightily behind her.  
Their next leading scorer 
was Emma Eisfeller with six 
points.  Dylann Broshous, 
Kaydra Wright, and Ireland 
Mensendike each finished 
with three points in the loss. 

	With the win, RR-SM im-
proved to 19-5, while Stock-
ton fell to 16-7 on the year.  
The Blackhawks hit the road 
on Thursday, Jan. 30 to take 
on the Warren Warriors.  That 
game is set to tipoff at 6 p.m.  
The Wildcats will also be in 
action as they play host to 
the East Dubuque Warriors, 
starting at 6:30 p.m.  

Warriors defeat 
West Carroll in 
home matchup

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

	The Warren Warriors earned their fifth victory of the 
2024-2025 Illinois High School girls basketball season 
when they played host to the West Carroll Thunder on 
Friday, Jan. 24. It was a matchup of two teams that were 
eager for a win.  West Carroll came into the Friday night 
matchup with an overall record of 6-15.  They were riding 
a four-game losing streak and were fresh off a brutal 55-18 
loss to Stockton. 

	Warren was in a similar position.  Not only did the 
Warriors come into the game with an overall record of just 
4-11, they were in the midst of a four-game losing streak 
of their own.  The most recent loss was a blowout 61-35 
defeat to the East Dubuque Warriors.  

	All four of Warren’s losses in the recent skid came 
on the road.  They had almost 20 days between their last 
home game and the Jan. 24 home game against West 
Carroll.  When the Warriors finally did return home, they 
also returned to the win column. 

	On paper, both teams matched up well with each other.  
The opening quarter only proved how tight this matchup 
was as both teams went back and forth.  Lizzy Hartzell 
had the hot hand early, as five first quarter points helped 
her Warriors keep pace.  After eight minutes of play, the 
game was tied 12-12. 

	Hartzell continued to fuel Warren’s offense in the 
second quarter.  Hartzell scored a couple of field goals and 
went two-for-two in her lone trip to the line in the quarter.  
The freshman nearly outscored all of West Carroll as the 
Thunder put up just seven second quarter points.  By the 
break, Hartzell had 11 points, which helped Warren take a 
20-19 lead into halftime. 

	Hartzell and the Warriors would separate themselves 
from the Thunder in the second half.  The freshman’s 
dominance took over as she doubled up West Carroll’s 
third quarter total all on her own.  With four field goals, 
Hartzell put up eight third quarter points.  On the other 
end, Warren’s defense held West Carroll to just four 
points.  

	In the second half, Warren combined for 18 points as 
a team.  Fifteen of those points came from Hartzell, who 
was unstoppable against the Thunder.  Hartzell finished the 
game with 26 points which led all scorers.  Warren’s next 
leading scorer was Emily VanRaalte, who finished with 
five points.  The Warriors won by a final score of 38-30. 

	Warren faces another tough battle on Thursday, Jan. 30 
when they play host to the Stockton Blackhawks.  These 
teams recently faced off on Jan. 14, with Stockton winning 
by a final score of 52-39.  This Thursday’s matchup is set 
to tipoff at 6 p.m.

MOWERY AUTO PARTS

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks

392194
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Recognition of 4-H Leaders
	 At the November 4-H Awards and Recognition gathering in Elizabeth, The Jo Daviess County Home and 
Community (HCE) recognized the 4-H leaders in Jo Daviess County.  Each leader received a gift from HCE 
presented by HCE board member Eloise Pierce, as well as a thank you for the time and energy leaders share 
with the members of 4-H.  Left to right: (standing) Brittny Redfearn, Alex Burbach, Amanda Vondran, Terry 
Haas, Becky Morhardt, Peter Morhardt, Leisa Hubb, Lisa Bourquin, Val Brudi, Audrey Geisz, Codie Koester, 
(seated) HCE member Eloise Pierce and Betty Messmer.

0520-513HC_28988-5/1/2024

Auto and Home policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, COUNTRY Casualty Insurance 
Company®, or COUNTRY Preferred Insurance Company®. Life insurance policies issued by COUNTRY Life 
Insurance Company® and COUNTRY Investors Life Assurance Company®.  
All issuing companies located in Bloomington, IL.

Helping you protect  
what matters most.
Let’s set a time to discuss your auto,  
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From Lena’s Kitchen

	It finally looks like winter.  
We had some snow to go af-
ter our frigid temperatures.  
The cold last week was the 
worst I have remembered in 
a long time.  Time literally 
stood still for three days.  I 
hope that no one had damage 
from the cold in their homes, 
businesses, or bodies.  I al-
ways feel for any animals that 
have to find a way to weath-
er the cold.  Warmer weather 
is on the way as I write this 
column.  This week we are 
featuring several recipes for 
the Super Bowl.  Have a good 
week cooking!

Apple Pecan Arugula 
Salad

	Before Christmas I had a 
green salad very much like 
this one.  The reason I like 
this one is I like Arugula.  It 
has a bite to it.  You can sub-
stitute baby spinach or spring 
mix if you are not an Arugula 
fan.  I also like the use of both 
green and red apples.  The 
dried cranberries add flavor to 
the sweet and sour dressing.
Salad

½ C. pecans
4 oz. Arugula
2 small apples (1 Granny 

Smith and 1 Honey Crisp), 
peeled, quartered, cored and 
thinly sliced

¼ red onion, thinly sliced
2 T. dried cranberries

Dressing
1 large lemon, juiced (3 T.)
1 T. maple syrup
1 pinch salt
1 pinch black pepper
	Preheat oven to 350.  Ar-

range pecans on a baking 
sheet.  Bake pecans for 8 to 
10 minutes.  Remove from 
oven and set aside. Place 
salad ingredients of Arugula, 
apples, onion and cranber-
ries in a large bowl.  Prepare 
dressing in a mason jar.  Add 
pecans to salad and top with 
dressing.  Toss to combine 
and serve immediately store 
leftover dressing for 2 to 3 
days.

Chicken Royal
	This elegant chicken dish 

is rich in flavor.  The recipe 
uses chicken breast halves 
with the bone in.  They have 
more flavor than boneless 
skinless chicken breasts.  
Save this recipe for a special 
occasion.  You can prep the 
chicken breasts ahead of time 
for an easy way to get this 
meal going.  

2 C. seasoned breadcrumbs
½ C. hot water
10 T. butter, melted, divid-

ed
2 T. finely chopped onion
1 T. minced fresh parsley
½ t. salt
¼ t. poultry seasoning
1/8 t. pepper
4 bone-in chicken breast 

halves
½ C. flour
½ t. paprika

Sauce
2 T. butter
½ lb. sliced fresh mush-

rooms
¼ C. chopped onions
2 T. flour
½ t. salt
½ t. pepper
½ C. heavy whipping 

cream
½ C. sour cream
	Preheat oven to 325.  For 

stuffing, combine the bread-
crumbs, water, 2 T. butter, 
onion, parsley, salt, poultry 
seasoning and pepper; place 
about 1/3 C. stuffing under the 
skin of each chicken breast.  
Secure with toothpicks.  In a 

shallow bowl, combine flour 
and paprika, coat chicken.  
Place in a greased 9 x 13 
baking dish.  Drizzle with 
remaining butter.  Bake, un-
covered, until a thermometer 
reads 170, 1 to 1¼ hours.

	Meanwhile, for sauce, heat 
butter in large skillet over me-
dium heat.  Add mushrooms 
and onion; cook and stir until 
tender, 2 to 3 minutes.  Stir in 
flour, salt and pepper.  Whisk 
in cream until blended; bring 
to a boil.  Cook and stir un-
til thickened, about 1 minute.  
Reduce heat and add sour 
cream.  Stir just until heated 
through.  Do not boil.  Serve 
with chicken.  Be sure to re-
move toothpicks!

Touchdown Brat Sliders
If you are looking for a 

good Super Bowl sandwich, 
this tasty slider is easy to 
make ahead and serve the day 
of the big game.  It goes great 
with appetizers and snacks.

5 thick sliced bacon strips, 
chopped

1 lb. uncooked bratwurst 
links, casings, removed

1 large onion, finely 
chopped

2 garlic cloves, minced
1 pkg, (8 oz.) cream cheese, 

cubed
1. dark beer
1 T. Dijon mustard
¼ t. pepper
16 dinner rolls, split and 

toasted
2 C. cheddar and sour 

cream potato chips, crushed
	In a large cast iron or heavy 

skillet, cook bacon over me-
dium heat until crisp.  Re-
move bacon to a paper towel 
with a slotted spoon; drain 
and crumble.  Reserve the 
drippings.  Cook bratwurst 
and onion in drippings over 
medium heat until meat is 
no longer pink, breaking up 
crumbles.  Add garlic.  Cook 
1 minute longer.  Drain well.  
Stir in the cream cheese, beer, 

mustard and pepper.  Bring to 
a boil.  Reduce heat; simmer, 
uncovered, until thickened, 
15 to 20 minutes, stirring 
occasionally.  Stir in bacon.  
Spoon ¼ C. onto bottom of 
toasted roll; sprinkle with 
chips.  Replace tops.

Earthquake Cake
	If you want a decadent and 

fairly easy dessert, this cake 
will fill the bill.  It has basi-
cally three layers of good-
ness.  Enjoy this rich choc-
olate delight for a special 
occasion or for a Super Bowl 
party.
Cream cheese filling:

1 pkg. (8 oz.) cream cheese, 
softened

½ C. butter, softened
1 t. vanilla
¼ t. salt
4 C. powdered sugar
Bottom layer
1 C. sweetened coconut
1 C. chopped pecans
2 C. semisweet chocolate 

chips
Cake

1 German Chocolate cake 
mix

3 eggs, room temperature
½ C. canola oil
1 C. water
Vanilla ice cream for serv-

ing
	Preheat oven to 350.  

Cream cheese filling:  Place 
softened cream cheese, soft-
ened butter, vanilla, and salt 
in a large mixing bowl.  Us-
ing a hand mixer, beat at me-
dium speed until smooth, 3 
to 4 minutes.  Add powdered 
sugar, one cup at a time, beat-
ing at low speed until blended 
and smooth.

	Bottom layer:  Grease a 9 
x 13 baking dish.  Layer co-
conut, pecans and chocolate 
chips in the bottom of the pre-
pared baking dish.  Set aside.

	Cake:  n a large bowl, 
combine cake mix, eggs, oil 
and water.  Beat at medium 
speed 2 to 3 minutes or un-

til smooth.  Pour batter into 
the baking dish to cover the 
chocolate chips, pecans, and 
coconut.  Spoon large dollops 
of cream cheese filling on top 
of the cake batter.  Bake 35 to 
40 minutes or until the cake is 
slightly wobbly in the center 
and edges are set.  Remove 
to a wire rack to completely 
cool.  Slice and serve with ice 
cream.

Salted Caramel 
Chocolate Chip Cookies

	These cookies use store 
bought cookie dough and 
make up into great caramel 
cookies.  I love sea salt with 
caramel and chocolate. You 
will enjoy making these with 
your kiddos, and they can un-
wrap caramels.

1 roll refrigerated Pills-
bury Chocolate Chip Cookie 
dough (16.5 oz.)

1/3 C. flour

½ C. finely chopped 
pecans

24 caramels, unwrapped
2 T. half-and- half
1/3 C. semisweet chocolate 

chips melted
1 t. coarse sea salt
	Preheat oven to 350.  In a 

large bowl, break up cookie 
dough.  Stir or knead in flour 
until well blended.  Shape 
tablespoonfuls of dough into 
balls; roll in pecans, pressing 
into dough.  Place 1 inch apart 
on an ungreased cookie sheet 
(you may need more than 
one).  Bake 12 to 16 minutes 
or until edges are light gold-
en brown.  Using handle of 
wooden spoon make indenta-
tion in center of each cookie.  
Cool 1 minute; remove from 
cookie sheet to cooling racks.  
Cool completely, about 20 
minutes.

	In microwaveable bowl, 
microwave caramels and 
half-and-half uncovered on 
high 1 to 2 minutes, stirring 
once, until caramels are melt-

ed.  Spoon about 1 teaspoon 
of caramel into indentation of 
each cookie.  Cool 15 min-
utes.  Drizzle with melted 
chocolate; sprinkle with salt.  
Let stand about 15 minutes or 
until chocolate is set.

Final Thoughts
	By the time this column 

comes out, we are looking at 
February; you know February 
is the shortest month in days, 
but often the longest month in 
time.  There are a lot of cele-
brations in February that usu-
ally revolve around red.  

	The first weekend in Feb-
ruary is the annual Pie Baking 
Contest at the Lena American 
Legion Hall on Saturday, 
Feb. 1.  I know there are 
some really good pie people 
in our area, so I hope they 
will participate.  On Sunday 
the same group will spon-
sor a Soup Tasting event.  It 
starts at 11 a.m. and features 
over 15 different soups.  It 
costs $9.00 for adults and 
under 3 are free.  The tasting 
goes until 2:30 p.m.  Dessert 
is also included.  Remember 
it is a tasting and not lunch.  
Support this wonderful group 
who does so many things for 
our veterans and community.  

	Remember to check out all 
our local businesses for your 
Valentine presents.  We have 
gifts, candies, clothes, jewel-
ry, crafts, antiques, gift certif-
icates, flowers, and of course, 
food!  Have a great week.

	We are searching for reci-
pes for February (and Febru-
ary means red), so send some 
favorites our way.  We would 
love to feature some soup rec-
ipes.  If you find some recipes 
to share, you can contact us 
by email or by mail at From 
Lena’s Kitchens, The Shop-
per’s Guide at Rock Valley 
Publishing, 1102 Ann St., 
Delavan, WI 53115.  Have a 
great week.

The not so skinny cook
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FHN holding 
live and 
virtual 
hiring event 
August 24

 FHN is looking to add tal-
ented and qualified nurses, 
medical assistants, nursing 
assistants, imaging technolo-
gists, and clinical therapists to 
the FHN team with an upcom-
ing Hiring Event.

 On-the spot interviews, 
tours of select departments, 
and real-time offers will be 
available at the event, set for 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday, 
Aug. 24 at FHN Memorial 
Hospital, 1045 W. Stephenson 
Street in Freeport.  “We will 
have representatives in the 
main lobby of the hospital to 
greet candidates,” said FHN 
Talent Acquisition Specialist 
Rilee Smith. “Just identify 
yourself as an interested can-
didate and we’ll get you go-
ing in the right direction to, if 
you’re a good fit for our team, 
walk out with a job offer.”

 FHN offers first-day bene-
fits which includes an exten-
sive benefit package, tuition 
assistance, flexible time off 
and eligible positions may 
qualify for certification and/or 
BSN stipends.

 A virtual option also is 
available now through Aug. 
24 Visit www.fhn.org/hirin-
gevent for more information 
and to begin the process.

 Chuck Jackson presents the Knights of Columbus Scholarship to Olivia Harnish 
on Sunday, Aug. 13. Congratulations, Olivia!

SUBmITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Local student receives scholarship
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professional collision repair
Let us take the worry out of having your car repaired.

301 Dodds Drive
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M-Th 7:30 - 5:00
Friday 7:30 - 4:00

Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church

	All are invited to worship 
at Good Shepherd Luther-
an Church, 118 E. Mason St. 
Lena, IL. Join on Sunday, Feb. 
2, 2025, for Worship Service 
at 9:30 a.m. This week will 
be the Presentation of Our 
Lord. Holy Communion will 
be celebrated in worship. This 
week’s gospel reading is from 
the Gospel Luke 2:22-40. Han-
nah Circle will meet after Wor-
ship Service in the Fellowship 
Hall. Sheila Keene is the Bible 

Study leader.
	On Wednesday, Feb. 5, The 

Peace Corps Quilting group 
will meet from 8 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. All are welcome to join 
and no quilting experience nec-
essary.

	All the services will be 
recorded and be available 
on church’s Facebook page 
and website. Please visit our 
website and (http://goodshep-
herdlena.org/)and Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/
GSLCLenaIL) for information. 
Please contact the church of-

fice at 815-369-5552 with any 
questions. 

St. John’s 
Lutheran Church 

	St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
Pearl City, will celebrate the 
fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
at worship on Sunday, Feb. 2 at 
9 a.m.    There will be a Chil-
dren’s Message during the ser-
vice and our Annual Congrega-
tional meeting after the service.

	Everyone is welcome to 
come play dominoes on Tues-
day, Feb. 4 at 9 a.m. at Luther 

Hall. 
	All kids in grades K-5 are 

welcome to come to St. John’s 
in Pearl City on Wednesday, 
Feb. 19 from 3:15 p.m. to 5 
p.m. to be a part of the Kids 
Klub. All children in the Pearl 
City community are welcome 
to come. For more information 
or to register your child, please 
contact Pastor Roger Bronke-
ma at  rbronkema18@gmail.
com or call 815-291-6261.

	The February Grace Meal 
will be on Sunday, Feb. 16.  The 
menu is chili, ham salad sand-
wich, potato chips, and choc-
olate pudding.   Reservations 
are due in the church office by 
Thursday, Feb. 13.  Meals can 
be picked up at the church on 
Feb. 16 between 11 a.m. and 
12 p.m.  If you are interested 
in donating to this ministry, 
reach out to the church office 
for more information.

	The next Men’s Breakfast 
will be on Wednesday, Feb. 
5 at 7:30 a.m. at the Beltline 
Restaurant in Freeport.  

	The Healthy Wolves group 
will be packing backpacks on 
Thursday, Jan. 30 at 3:15 p.m.  
If you are interested in donat-
ing to this ministry, reach out 
to the church office for more 
information.

	St. John’s Lutheran Church 
of Pearl City is an ELCA par-
ish and is located at 229 First 
St. in Pearl City.  We are handi-
capped accessible.  If you need 

to contact the pastor or church, 
you may call 815-443-2215 for 
information.

Salem United 
Church of Christ

	All are welcome to join for 
a service led by Pastor Chris-
topher Ham at Salem United 
Church of Christ, 8491 West 
Salem Road, Lena, IL, every 
Sunday at 10 a.m. Sunday 
School for children five years 
and older is held during church 
service, and nursery is avail-
able for children under five 
years.

	On Feb. 9 we will be host-
ing a noisey bucket collection 
to benefit the Lena Food Pantry 
with a SOUPer Bowl lunch im-
mediately after services. There 
will be several soups and sides 
to enjoy. Make sure to bring 
your spare change and a big 
appetite.

	Crafternoon will be held 
on Feb. 9  from 4 p.m. until 7 
p.m. in the lower level of the 
church. This space is handicap 
accessible, and all are welcome 
to join. During this event, we 
enjoy snacks, crafting and 
good company. There is plenty 
of space to spread out a large 
project, or to work on some-
thing small.

	For more information on 
any Salem related items, you 
can contact 815-369-4511 
or ruth.dake@gmail.com.

Calvary Church 
of Stockton 

	Calvary Church of Stock-
ton will have its monthly Pot-
luck on Sunday, Feb. 2.  Please 
bring a dish and join us.   The 
Worship Service with Commu-
nion starts at 10 a.m.  Calvary 
observes open communion 
which means that the only re-
quirement is a confession of 
Christ, rather than member-
ship.   Our Pastor Scott Hess 
always brings a Bible-based 
message.   This Sunday, the 
message is “Sanctification: 
From Fear to Faith” and based 
on Hebrews 2:10-18.   Potluck 
usually starts between 11 a.m. 
and 11:15 a.m.  

	On Saturday, Feb. 1 at 10 
a.m., an All-Church Planning 
Meeting will be held.   Mem-
bers and attenders are invited 
to attend and help make plans 
for the future of Calvary, espe-
cially for 2025.

Church news

Pearl City FFA 
to host Pork 
Chop Dinner 

	The Annual Pearl City FFA 
Pork Chop Dinner is sched-
uled for Friday, Feb. 14, from 
5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. The dinner 
will be held at the Pearl City 
school cafeteria. Tickets can 
be purchased from Pearl City 
FFA members or at the door.  
The dinner will include a pork 
chop sandwich, chips, cookie, 
and drink for $8. Carry-outs are 
available. 

	The Pearl City FFA and FFA 
Alumni host this dinner and 
a silent auction to raise funds 
to benefit the Pearl City FFA 
Chapter. Illinois Pork Produc-
ers and Stephenson County 
Pork Producers support this 
event with grant funds.   After 
dinner, cheer on our Pearl City 
Wolves boys basketball team 
as they play the Le-Win Pan-
thers. Join for an evening of fun 
and help support the Pearl City 
FFA.
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Fresh Express
SALAD KITS
Select Varieties

9-12 oz

2/$4

BLUEBERRIES
pint or

BLACKBERRIES
6 oz

2/$6

Bakery Fresh
BROWNIES 

With Assorted Icings
8x8 Foil

2.49

US Grade A
BONELESS 

CHICKEN BREAST
Family Pack

1.99 lb

2/$6

Frito Lay

LAY’S POTATO
or KETTLE CHIPS

or Rold Gold

PRETZELS
Select Varieties

5-16 oz

extremelyextremelyH     T SPECIALS!H     T SPECIALS!

Bellatoria
ULTRA THIN 

CRUST PIZZA
Select Varieties

12.76-21.71

2/$9

Deli Fresh
WHOLE 

ROTISSERIE 
CHICKEN

5.99 ea

1.88 lb

US Gov’t Insp
WHOLE 

BONELESS 
PORK LOINS

3.99 lb

Certified Angus Beef® brand
WHOLE
BONELESS 
SIRLOIN TIP 
ROAST

CUT INTO 
ROASTS OR 

STEAKS FREE!

SLICED
FOR
FREE

extremelyextremelyH     T SPECIALS!H     T SPECIALS!
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BONELESS
SIRLOIN
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ROASTS OR 

STEAKS FREE!
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Fresh Express
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2/$4

BLUEBERRIES
pint or

BLACKBERRIES
6 oz

2/$6

Bakery Fresh
BROWNIES 

With Assorted Icings
8x8 Foil

2.49

US Grade A
BONELESS 

CHICKEN BREAST
Family Pack

1.99 lb

2/$6

Frito Lay

LAY’S POTATO
or KETTLE CHIPS

or Rold Gold

PRETZELS
Select Varieties

5-16 oz

extremelyextremelyH     T SPECIALS!H     T SPECIALS!

Bellatoria
ULTRA THIN 

CRUST PIZZA
Select Varieties

12.76-21.71

2/$9

Deli Fresh
WHOLE 

ROTISSERIE 
CHICKEN

5.99 ea

1.88 lb

US Gov’t Insp
WHOLE 

BONELESS 
PORK LOINS

3.99 lb

Certified Angus Beef® brand
WHOLE
BONELESS 
SIRLOIN TIP 
ROAST
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ROASTS OR 
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FOR
FREE
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2/$3

Fresh Express
COLESLAW 

MIX 14 oz

Yukon Gold 
POTATOES

5 lb bag

2.99

Fresh Express
SALAD KITS

Select Vorieties
9-12 oz

2/$4

2/$5

NAVEL 
ORANGES

3 lb bag

ROMAINE 
HEARTS

3 ct

1.99

79¢
ea

Extra Large  
GREEN 

PEPPERS

1.29 lb
BROCCOLI 
CROWNS

fresh new savings
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BLUEBERRIES
pint or

BLACKBERRIES
6 oz

2/$6
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By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

	The Orangeville Broncos 
picked up a couple of victories 
over the Dakota Indians and 
the Rockford Christian Royal 
Lions last week.   While the 
Broncos improved to 21-4 as 
a team, there were some indi-
vidual accomplishments that 
made it an unforgettable week 
for the Orangeville faithful.   
Senior Laney Cahoon came 
into the week with 1,967 ca-
reer varsity points.  With the 
tear Cahoon has been on, 
many expected her to hit the 
2,000-point mark in either of 
last week’s games. 

	There was another career 
milestone on the horizon, 
however.  One that was kept a 
secret, even from Orangeville 
junior, Nadalee Doyle, who 
was approaching her own 
piece of Orangeville history.  
Doyle came into the week 
with 963 career varsity points.  

After a couple of big scor-
ing nights, Cahoon and Doyle 
managed to eclipse their re-
cent milestones on the same 
night.  

	On Jan. 22, the Broncos 
went on the road to take on the 
Dakota Indians.  Dakota came 
into the game with 12 wins on 
their record, but the Broncos 
would prove to be too much 
for them in the end.   The duo 
of Cahoon and Doyle com-
bined for 41 points in what 
was a 52-39 victory over Da-
kota.  Cahoon led all scorers 
with 24 points on the evening.  
Ten of those points came from 
the free throw line as Cahoon 
went 10-for-14 from the stripe. 

	Doyle also had success 
from the line.  The junior sunk 
five of her eight free throw at-
tempts as she finished with 17 
points in the win.  Doyle also 
had a pair of three-pointers on 
the night.   With Cahoon drop-
ping 21 points, that left her 
well-within reach to surpass 
2,000 career points.  Her next 
opportunity to do so came on 
Jan. 24, when the Broncos hit 
the road to take on Rockford 
Christian.  Perhaps that was 
meant to be, as according to 
NUIC All-Access, Cahoon 
would end up scoring career 
point 2000 exactly 39 years 

to the day after former Oran-
geville Bronco, Jodi Moyer, 
did.  

	While Cahoon was al-
most guaranteed to reach 
2000 points against Rockford 
Christian, Doyle would need 
a big night in order to reach 
1000 points.  Although she 
didn’t know the milestone was 
approaching, Doyle did just 
that.  A 21-point performance 
not only put the junior over 
1000 career points, but also 
helped the Broncos pick up a 
56-49 victory over Rockford 
Christian. Doyle joined her 
father and head coach, Jay 
Doyle, as a new member of 
the 1000-point club.  

	The Broncos got to cele-
brate some big moments and 
pick up a couple of wins along 
the way.  Perhaps most impor-
tantly, they passed a couple 
of late-season tests.  Dakota 
and Rockford Christian have 
combined for over 20 wins 
this season.  Both were double 
digit win teams before hosting 
the Broncos.  

	Despite that, Orangeville 
managed to go on the road 

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

	 The Orangeville girls basketball team had a lot to celebrate on Jan. 24 when they 
took on Rockford Christian.  In addition to a 56-49 victory in the game, teammates 
Laney Cahoon and Nadalee Doyle hit personal bests as well. Cahoon hit 2,000 career 
points in the game, and Doyle scored her 1,000th career point the same night.

Cahoon, Doyle make Orangeville history as Broncos improve to 21-4

and pick up victories both in 
and out of the conference.  In 
NUIC-North play, the Broncos 
improved to 5-1 on the sea-

son.  Overall, they improved 
to 21-4, which has them as 
one of the top 1A teams in all 
of Illinois.   The Broncos re-

turn home on Thursday, Jan. 
30 to play host to the Durand 
Bulldogs.  That game is set to 
tipoff at 5:30 p.m.
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ABC’s of the New Year
Support these local businesses as we celebrate the ABC’s of the New Year!

is for      Apple River State Bank

450001

T H E

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions... Meeting Local Needs

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions... Meeting Local Needs

Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL • Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL • Hanover, IL
Hazel Green, WI • Darlington, WI • Galena, IL – First Community Bank

AppleRiverStateBank.com

Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL • Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL • Hanover, IL
Hazel Green, WI • Darlington, WI • Galena, IL – First Community Bank

AppleRiverStateBank.com

A
145 W. Railroad St. • Lena

815-369-5542

Brandon’s Hardware 
& RentalB is

 f
or

Stop In For All of
Your Winter Needs!

411102

Banquets, class 
reunions, birthdays 

and more
(call to reserve at no charge)

Lena, IL • 815-369-2222
www.stagecoachgolfcourse.com

Golf galore at Lena’s 
Legendary Stagecoach Golf 

Course - est. 1928
(Illinois’ 36th oldest golf 

course)

The best FISH fry in the 
MIDWEST!

(Fresh Atlantic Cod . . . 
not white fish in 

disguise!)

411307

is for...
C

VIDEO 
GAMING

spin 
and 
WIN!

Huge 
Sundeck/
Patio for 
Dining & 

Drinks

• Dolls
• Tractors

• Puzzles • Games
• Large selection

 of Melissa & 
Doug Toys

• Greenlight 
Toys!

502 S. Schuyler
Lena (Route 73)

815-369-4444
www.downonthefarmtoys.com

Wed-Fri 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. •  Sat 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

D
is for

450083

450000

Aaron and Tom
SALES & SERVICE, LLCWURSTERS

815.947.3470

STop In To SEE uS
for the upcoming mowing season!

Highway 20, Stockton, IL 61085

E is for

F is for
My Friend’s Closet

Fabulous Bargains!

Donations accepted every morning

Hours:
Mon.–Sat.

9a.m. – 4p.m.
Wed. nights till 8p.m.
511 West Lena Street

Lena, Ill.
815-369-4527

411428

HARTZELL’SHis for

• Fresh Meat
• Quality Produce

• Bakery & Deli
• Wide Grocery 

Selection

Your 
hometown 

proud 
supermarket

www.hartzellsigawarren.com
7989 IL Rt. 78 N • WARREN 815-745-3311

Open 7 Days a Week
M-Sat 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. • Sun. 8:30 a.m. - 12 Noon

431794

I is for Insurance

AUTO • HOME • FARM • CROP • COMMERCIAL

Raders Insurance Agency

Call for a Quote Today!   815-369-4225
www.radersinsurance.com

449983

www.sullivanrealty.com

11875 Rt 20 East
Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-9040 

is for... Jim Sullivan
RealtyJ 

431862

R E A L T Y

TM

• 60V Battery • All Wheel Drive
• Electric Start 

• Personal Pace
• Spin Stop

• Smart Stow

is for Get Ready for Spring!!!

411423

G
0% FinancingOptions Available

Your local Toro Dealer & Master Service Center

10240 N. Old Mill Rd. • McConnell, IL 61050
815-541-3348 • heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.
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ABC’s of the New Year

Interior remodelling 
& new exterior doors

Kitchens & Vanities, Windows 
& Tile Work

MANY YEARS 
OF EXPERIENCE!

K is for Krafty Kabinets

449984

IS FOR

Davis Lumber
Company

224 S. Railroad, Scales Mound, IL
815-845-2262

450366

Auto
Commercial

Financial

Farm

Home

Powersports

Mis for

arvin
   Uecker Agency

Dan Harnish
308 E. Lena St.

Lena • 815-369-4569

450368

N is for

Your hometown parts store
for everything from 3 wheelers

to 18 wheelers.
Treat whatever you drive RIGHT!

Stockton Auto Supply • Hwy 20 • Stockton, IL • 815-947-3216

449982

811 Tisdell Ave.
Warren, IL

815-745-2888

O is for

at
utstanding Service & Selection

411100

Pro Source
Electric and Automation Inc.

Pis for

Industrial • Commercial
Residential • Farm

Free estimates

Lena • 815-369-4165
411427

US Highway 20 • Stockton, IL • 815-947-3477
Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon • www.stocktonservicecenter.net

We stock tires and we have computerized Front End and 
4-Wheel Alignments available with our state of the art 

alignment equipment.

Superior Customer Service 
Give Us a Try 

We’ll Prove It To You!

Q
Quality Service

is for
providing

411485

Red Knight pub

111 E. Front St. • Stockton, IL  61085 • Phone: 815-947-2591

Live video GaminG avaiLabLe!
Taco Tuesdays

3 for $7.50

check ouT our GreaT
Lunch speciaLs

466928

r is for

sTop in and pLay our Lucky machines!

Visit Our Convenience Stores

Download our Citgo app today!

Darlington
608-776-2877

Muscoda
608-739-3733

Hazel Green
608-854-2533

Shullsburg
608-965-8918

Stockton
815-947-2314

411426

Saunders Oil Co., Inc.
815-745-2267 • Warren, IL 

Since 1965

S is for

Support these local businesses as we celebrate the ABC’s of the New Year!

450408

Aaron and Tom
SALES & SERVICE, LLCWURSTERS

815.947.3470

STop In To SEE uS
for the upcoming mowing season!

Highway 20, Stockton, IL 61085

T is for
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ABC’s of the New Year
Understanding your advertising needsU is for

Shopper’s Guide & The Scoop Today

Covering your community
Let Cyndee Stiefel put your 

advertising dollars to work for you. 

In this tough economy we know how important 
it is to make every dollar count.

466929

Email lenaads@rvpublishing.com 
or call 815-369-4112 devoefloral@yahoo.com

449985

• Valentine Specials • Weekly Bouquets • Order Early

216 W. Main St. • Lena • 815-369-5549

Valentine’s Day is just around the corner. 
Treat your special someone to a singing 

balloon or stuffed animal and chocolates.

Order by Feb. 10 for delivery Feb. 13

Vis for Valentine

Where else would you go for all of your Floral Needs.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
625 Country Lane Drive

Lena, IL  61048
815-369-4035

Jesus first in the New Year!
Because He first loved us!

W is for

WORSHIP TIMES
Saturday at 5:30 p.m.

Sunday at 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

411429

Stockton 
Travel CenterOPEN 

24 
HOURS

411425

X is for...
X-tra Friendly 

Service at

Your Smile is a nice reflection on us.

Y is for
Your Beautiful Smile

Dr. Stephen Petras
Stockton Dental Center

120 West Front Avenue
Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-3700
www.stocktondental.com

A Licensed Illinois General Dentist

431820

Support these local businesses as we celebrate the ABC’s of the New Year!

ero in on what you’re passionate 
about, and then do it with 
everything you’ve got.

~ Lee J. ColanZ

By Victoria Hansen
	A memory popped up on my 

Facebook page from 10 years 
ago.  It was short and sim-
ple and read “Good morning, 
Bloomington, what a beautiful 
day”. I don’t remember a lot 
about the weather that day but 
what I do remember is it was 
my first day as an Illinois Farm 
Bureau Manager Trainee. The 
past 10 years have been marked 
by several milestones. During 
this time, I’ve had the honor of 
serving in three different county 
Farm Bureaus, including Law-
rence County Farm Bureau, 
Stephenson County Farm Bu-
reau and Carroll County Farm 
Bureau. In the past 10 years I 
have learned a lot and continue 
to learn. I wanted to share a few 
takeaways from the decade.  

	Illinois is a long state; I 
don’t think you truly appreciate 

this until you have driven the 
length of it.  Agriculture differs 
depending on where you are in 
the state. Keep learning. In the 
past 10 years I have become a 
Farm Bureau Certified Manag-
er and received a certificate in 
Non-profit management from 
the University of Illinois Chi-
cago. Learn in every opportu-
nity you have.  Farm Bureau 
members are some of the best 
most caring people and I am 
so blessed to work with them. 
Things change; that’s how life 
works but at the end of the day 
my goal is to serve our mem-
bers.

	I am so looking forward to 
the next year, five years and 10 
years. Thank you to those who 
have supported me during these 
first 10 years. 
Farm Bureau members 
save on facility rentals

It might seem early to think 
about graduations, but they 
will be here before we know it. 
Don’t wait to book your event 
at the Carroll or Stephenson 
County Farm Bureau buildings. 
Rooms start as low as $100. 
Call the Farm Bureau of your 
choice for availability and to 
learn more about the rental 
process. Carroll County Farm 
Bureau 815-244-3001 or Ste-
phenson County Farm Bureau 
at 815-232-3186.
IFB Young Leaders Donate 
41,527 pounds of Food 
During Harvest for All 
Campaign

Recognizing tremendous 
need in their communities, 
Illinois Farm Bureau Young 
Leaders proudly raised more 
than $94,000 and donated a 
total of 41,527 lbs. of food and 
501 volunteer hours during the 

annual Illinois Harvest for All 
campaign.  

	“The IFB Young leaders 
continue to demonstrate re-
markable commitment to fight-
ing food insecurity in our com-
munities,” said Perry Harlow, 
IFB Young Leader Program 
Coordinator. “With these great 
accomplishments, our Young 
Leaders are making a tangible 
difference in the lives of Illi-
nois families who struggle with 
hunger.”   He added, “These 
numbers reflect not just charita-
ble giving, but the deep-rooted 
values of compassion and com-
munity support that are defined 
by the Young Leader’s mission. 

	“Each year, IFB Young 
Leaders through their local 
county Farm Bureaus support 
food banks with innovative 
food drives and donation cam-
paigns to alleviate hunger. IFB 

is recognizing the CFB Young 
Leaders committees with out-
standing programs and dona-
tion contributions. 

	2024 Most Outstanding Har-
vest for All Programs are 

Henry CFB Young Lead-
ers for their Cram the Cab 
Food Drive, McDonough CFB 
Young Leaders for their FFA 
Week Food Drive Challenge, 
Sangamon CFB Young Lead-
ers for their Fill-a-Ford Food 
Drive.

	Harvest for All Top Contrib-
utors awards recognized CFBs 
with outstanding hunger-re-
lief efforts. Each was select-
ed based on a combination of 
overall pounds of food donat-
ed, volunteer hours and dollars 
raised. Winners in each catego-
ry were also selected. Award re-
cipients were given a cash prize 
to further their Harvest for All 

efforts.  
	2024 Harvest for All Top 

Contributors are First  Place 
Overall, Fayette CFB Young 
Leaders, Second Place Overall, 
Carroll CFB Young Leaders, 
Third Place Overall, Henry 
CFB Young Leaders 

	2024 Harvest for All Top 
Category winners are First 
Place Pounds of Food Donated, 
Fayette CFB Young Leaders, 
First Place Dollars Raised, Car-
roll CFB Young Leaders, First 
Place Hours Volunteers, Carroll 
CFB Young Leaders.

	The Illinois Harvest for All 
program demonstrates the gen-
erosity of Illinois agriculture. 
IFB encourages local involve-
ment and partners with county 
Young Leader Programs, FFA 
chapters and Collegiate Farm 
Bureau chapters to fight food 
insecurity in Illinois. 

Stephenson County Farm Bureau news
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LEGAL NOTICES
2025 Disabled Veterans’ 

Standard Homestead 
Exemption

Qualifications:
• You must be an Illinois 

resident who has served 
as a member of the U.S. 
Armed Forces on active 
duty, Illinois National 
Guard, or U.S. Reserve 
Forces and not dishonor-
ably discharged; 

• You must have at least 
a 30% service-connected 
disability certified by the 
U.S. Dept. of Veterans Af-
fairs; OR

• Have been a member 
of the US Armed Forces 
during World War II, re-
gardless of any disability 
rating or the receipt of 
disability compensation.
AND

• You must own and oc-
cupy the property as your 
primary residence on 
January 1, of the assess-
ment year (2025), or the 
exemption granted under 
this Section shall be pro-
rated on a monthly basis, 
beginning the first com-
pleted month in which 
the person occupies the 
qualified residence, and 
be liable for the payment 
of the property taxes;

• MUST renew and pro-
vide VA disability docu-
mentation annually.

A certified DD Form 214 
and a current disability 
certification letter from 
the U.S. Dept. of Veterans 
Affairs for the current as-
sessment year must be pro-
vided.

Deadline for filing an ap-
plication is July 1, 2025.

Please contact the Chief 
County Assessment Office 
at 815-777-1016 for an ap-
plication.

Chief County Assessment 
Officer
Jo Daviess County

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

Jan. 29, 2025)
467273

2025 SR. CITIZEN 
ASSESSMENT 

FREEZE HOMESTEAD 
EXEMPTION

Qualifications:
• Must be 65 years of 

age or older in 2025;
• Have used the proper-

ty as your principal place 
of residence since Janu-

ary 1, 2024;
• Own the property on 

January 1, 2024 and Jan-
uary 1, 2025;

• Must be a single-fami-
ly residence;

• Be liable for the pay-
ment of property taxes 
for 2024 and 2025;

• Have a total household 
income (includes every-
one who lives at the res-
idence) of no more than 
$65,000 for 2024.

• Must renew annually
You must submit a com-
plete copy of both your 
Federal income tax includ-
ing Schedule 1 with your 
application.  If you DO 
NOT file income tax, then 
you must submit a copy of 
your Statement of Social 
Security Benefits, State-
ment of Pension Benefits, 
W-2’s and 1099’s or any 
other household income. 
You must apply for this ex-
emption every year.

This exemption freezes 
the assessed value of your 
property. It does NOT 
freeze your tax bill.  The 
deadline for filing is July 
1, 2025.

If this is the first time you 
are eligible, please contact 
the County Assessment Of-
fice at (815) 777-1016 for 
an application.

Chief County Assessment 
Officer
Jo Daviess County

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

Jan. 29, 2025)
467272

2025 Disabled Persons’ 
Homestead Exemption

Qualifications:
• You must be disabled 

or become disabled 
during the assessment 
year;

• You must own or have 
a legal or equitable in-
terest in the property on 
January 1, 2025;

• You must occupy the 
property as your princi-
pal residence on January 
1, 2025;

• You must be liable for 
the payment of the prop-
erty taxes;

• Must renew annually.
Proof of disability must be 
submitted in the form of a 
Class 2 Illinois Disabled 
Person Identification Card, 
Social Security Adminis-
tration disability benefits, 
Veterans Administration 

disability verification you 
are receiving a person for 
non-service connected dis-
ability.  Railroad or Civil 
Service disability benefits 
(100% disability). 

Deadline for filing is July 
1, 2025.

Please contact the Chief 
County Assessment Office 
at 815-777-1016 for an ap-
plication.

Chief County Assessment 
Officer
Jo Daviess County

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

Jan. 29, 2025)
467274

2025 Returning Veterans’ 
Homestead Exemption

Qualifications:
• You must be an Illinois 

resident who has served 
as a member of the U.S. 
Armed Forces, Illinois 
National Guard or U.S. 
Reserve Forces;

• You must have recent-
ly returned from active 
duty in an armed conflict 
involving the armed forc-
es of the U.S;

• You must have owned 
or had a legal or equita-
ble interest on January 1, 
2025;

• You must be liable for 
the payment of property 
taxes.
A certified DD Form 214 
must be provided or if 
not discharged, then your 
military orders and travel 
voucher showing date of 
return must be provided.

Deadline for filing is De-
cember 31, 2025.

Please contact the Chief 
County Assessment Office 
at 815-777-1016 for an ap-
plication. 

Chief County Assessment 
Officer
Jo Daviess County

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

Jan. 29, 2025)
467275

2025 SR. HOMESTEAD 
EXEMPTION

PERSON 65 YEARS
OF AGE

Qualifications:
• Must own and occupy 

home as a full time resi-
dent as of January 1, 2025

• Must be liable for pay-
ing the real estate taxes 
on the property

• Must be of the age of 
65 or older in 2025
Apply at the Chief Coun-
ty Assessment Office, 
219 Kelly Lane, Galena, 
IL prior to May 31, 2025 
or phone 815-777-1016. 
First time applicants are 
required to submit a copy 
of their driver’s license. 
Those currently receiving 
this exemption do not need 
to reapply.

Chief County Assessment 
Officer
Jo Daviess County

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

Jan. 29, 2025)
467270

2025 OWNER 
OCCUPIED 

EXEMPTION

Qualifications:
• Must own and occu-

py home as a full time 
resident as of January 1, 
2025;

• Must be liable for pay-
ing the real estate taxes 
on the property
Apply at the Chief Coun-
ty Assessment Office, 
219 Kelly Lane, Galena, 
IL prior to May 31, 2025 
or phone 815-777-1016. 
Applicants are required 
to submit a copy of their 
driver’s license or Federal 
Income Tax form. Those 
currently receiving this 
exemption do not need to 
reapply.

Chief County Assessment 
Officer
Jo Daviess County

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

Jan. 29, 2025)
467271

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 15TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
STEPHENSON COUNTY 
- FREEPORT, ILLINOIS

JPMorgan Chase Bank, 
National Association
    PLAINTIFF
  Vs.
Angeline Brechlin; United 
States of America - 
Administrator of the Small 
Business Administration; 
State of Illinois - 
Department of Public 
Aid; Unknown Heirs and 
Legatees of Gertrude E. 
Brechlin; Unknown Heirs 
and Legatees of Channing 

Brechlin; Unknown 
Heirs and Legatees of 
James Brechlin; Shelia 
Brechlin; Douglas M. 
Brechlin; Linda M. 
Youso; Angeline Brechlin; 
Channing Brechlin, Jr.; 
Eve Brechlin-Harker; 
Fred C. Brechlin; 
George Brechlin; Kane 
Brechlin; Nikki Brechlin; 
Laura Wells a/k/a Laura 
Brechlin; William 
O’Malley ; Raymond 
L. Brechlin; State of 
Illinois - Department 
of Revenue; Unknown 
Owners and Nonrecord 
Claimants; Kipp Meyers, 
as Special Representative 
for Channing Brechlin 
(deceased), James 
Brechlin (deceased) and 
Gertrude E. Brechlin 
(deceased); Timothy 
Kudlacik
    DEFENDANTS

No. 2024FC48
NOTICE BY 

PUBLICATION
NOTICE IS GIVEN TO 
YOU:
Unknown Heirs and 
Legatees of Gertrude E. 
Brechlin
Unknown Heirs and 
Legatees of Channing 
Brechlin
Unknown Heirs and 
Legatees of James 
Brechlin
Shelia Brechlin
Eve Brechlin-Harker
Fred C. Brechlin
Kane Brechlin
Nikki Brechlin
Raymond L. Brechlin
Unknown Owners and 
Nonrecord Claimants

That this case has been 
commenced in this Court 
against you and other de-
fendants, praying for the 
foreclosure of a certain 
Mortgage conveying the 
premises described as fol-
lows, to-wit:
COMMONLY KNOWN 
AS:
1922 N Farwell Bridge Rd
Ridott, IL 61067
and which said Mortgage 
was made by:

Channing Brechlin
Angeline Brechlin

James Brechlin
Gertrude E. Brechlin

the Mortgagor(s), to Bank 
One, Illinois, NA, as Mort-
gagee, and recorded in 
the Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds of Stephenson 
County, Illinois, as Docu-
ment No. 9892930; and for 
other relief; that summons 
was duly issued out of said 
Court against you as pro-
vided by law and that the 
said suit is now pending.

NOW, THEREFORE, 
UNLESS YOU file your 
answer or otherwise file 
your appearance in this 
case in the Office of the 
Clerk of this Court,

Shanelle Bardell
Clerk of the Circuit Court

15 North Galena
Freeport, IL 61032

on or before February 28, 
2025, A DEFAULT MAY 
BE ENTERED AGAINST 
YOU AT ANY TIME AF-
TER THAT DAY AND 
A JUDGMENT MAY 
BE ENTERED IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH THE 
PRAYER OF SAID COM-
PLAINT.
CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
15W030 North Frontage 
Road, Suite 100
Burr Ridge, IL 60527
(630) 794-5300
DuPage # 15170
Winnebago # 531
Our File No. 14-24-06006

NOTE: This law firm is a 
debt collector.
I3259466 

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

Jan. 29,  Feb. 5, 12, 2025)
467115

LIEN SALE
The following self-stor-

age Cube contents con-
taining household and 
other goods will be sold 
for cash by CubeSmart As-
set Management, LLL as 
Agent for Owner #4409, 
555 W. South Street, Free-
port, Illinois 61032 to sat-
isfy a lien on February 20, 
2025 at approx. 1:00 PM 
at  www.storagetreasures.
com  Cube 1023 Willie 
Glover; Cube 1028 Bob-
bie Pusateri; Cube 1076 
Latrice Allen; Cube 1101 
Kayana Alexander; Cube 
1112 Kenya Thomlinson; 
Cube 1171 Lateesha Wat-
kins; Cube 1174 Celara 
Chatman

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

Jan. 29 & Feb. 5, 2025)
467114

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 15TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
STEPHENSON COUNTY 

- 15 NORTH GALENA 
AVENUE, FREEPORT, 

ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF 
Mitchell A. Lyp, 
DECEASED

24 PR 74
Notice is given to cred-

itors of the death of the 
Continued on next page
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Service 
Corner

Place Your 
Service Ad

Call Cyndee at 
(815) 369-4112  for details

Minimum of 4 weeks 
Additional Sizes Available

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

Nick Judge • 815-990-8937
www.sixpointservices.com

Residential and 
Commercial

Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning

Window Washing
Holiday Lighting

Fully insured
413671

The Scoop Today & Shopper’s Guide 466288

DeVoe 
License 
& Title 
Service

Call for Appointment
Mon-Fri 

10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Saturday

10 a.m. - noon

216 W. Main • Lena
815-369-5549

368916

10240 N. Old Mill Rd.
McConnell, IL 61050

815-541-3348
heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

410541

WIN WINTER

Wishing you 
and your family 
a VERY Happy 

New Year!

Rose 
Handyman 

Service
We Do
It All

No job too small

815-990-0095

462286

Continued from previous page
above named decedent. 
Letters of office were is-
sued to Kathleen Marie 
Gruszecki, 6614 North 
Point Road, Rockford, Illi-
nois 61108, as Independent 
Executor, whose attorney 
of record is Kathleen Far-
rell Duhig, Law Offices 
of Farrell & Farrell, 4550 
West 103rd Street, Suite 
202, Oak Lawn, Illinois 
60453.

The estate will be ad-
ministered without court 
supervision, unless under 
section 5/28-4 of the Pro-
bate Act Ill. Compiled Stat. 
1992, Ch. 755, par. 5/28-
4) any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any time 
by mailing or delivering a 
petition to terminate to the 
clerk.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed with the clerk 
or with the representative, 
or both, on or before July 
22, 2025, or, if mailing or 
delivery of a notice from 
the representative is re-
quired by section 5/18-3 
of the Probate Act, the date 
stated in that notice. Any 
claim not filed on or before 
that date is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the 
clerk must be mailed or 
delivered by the claimant 
to the representative and to 
the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.

E-filing is now mandato-
ry for documents in civil 
cases with limited exemp-
tions. To e-file, you must 
first create an account with 
an e-filing service provid-
er. Visit http://efile.illinois-
courts.gov/service-provid-
ers.htm to learn more and 
to select a service provider. 
If you need additional help 
or have trouble e-filing, 
visit http://www.illinois-
courts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.
asp.
Kathleen Farrell Duhig
Law Offices of Farrell & 
Farrell (6296348)
4550 West 103rd Street, 
Suite 202
Oak Lawn, Illinois 60453
(708)448-2500
I3259051 

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

Jan. 22, 29, Feb. 5, 2025)
466821

LEGAL
NOTICES

Rock Valley Publishing
Can Publish Your Legals.

Call 815-877-4044

Or email your legals to
legals@rvpublishing.com

425123

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

	 Le-Win Special Education Teacher and Football 
Coach Jesse Snyder, pictured on the field with wife Hol-
ly and their three children, explained the family donated 
to the stadium project because they saw it as an import-
ant investment in local youth.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

	 The Stadium Project Committee hopes through robust fundraising, the new field 
will be installed this summer at the same time as the bleachers and track.

Robert “Bing” Wells has 
already made his mark in Pan-
ther history. A 1963 graduate of 
Lena-Winslow High School, 
Wells has been the man be-
hind the microphone at school 
competitions for over 50 years. 
The press box at the football 
field bears his name. So per-
haps it’s no surprise that Wells 
was one of first donors to the 
Lena-Winslow Stadium Proj-
ect. “I was raised here. I helped 
raise my family here. I am 
blessed to be able to contrib-
ute to what I consider a worthy 
cause,” said Wells.

	Building on the momentum 
of $625,000 Stadium Sponsor-
ship by Community Bank and 
a $25,000 donation from Bob 
and Martha Lyvers last Novem-
ber, local support is pouring in 
for the Stadium Project. A total 
of $708,700 has been raised 
toward the $1.25 million fund-
raising goal. So far, approxi-
mately 30 donors have given 
to the cause, with more being 
announced daily on the web-
site, lwstadiumproject.com.

When the project was first 
announced, the Snyder family 
didn’t hesitate to make a con-
tribution.

	“Our family moved to Lena 
in 1989. My brother Jake, sister 
Kendra, and myself are proud 
graduates of Lena-Winslow. 
Jake and Caitlynn have two lit-
tle girls, and Holly and I have 
three boys. All of our kids will 
have the opportunity to benefit 
from the stadium project,” said 
Jesse Snyder, a special educa-
tion teacher and football coach 
at Lena-Winslow.

	The Snyder family feels an 
investment in school facilities 
is an investment in area youth.

“It’s amazing to think that 
we will be able to offer our 
current and future students the 
best facilities in our area!” said 
Snyder.

	The Stadium Project Com-

Familiar faces rally around 
Le-Win Stadium Project 

Committee seeking donations before Feb. 20

mittee is asking potential do-
nors to reach out by February 
20, before the school board 
votes on how to move the proj-
ect forward.   The closer they 
are to the $1.25 million fund-
raising goal, the better the case 
to tackle the project in its full 
scope.

	By installing the new turf 
field at the same time as the 
bleachers and track this sum-
mer, the total cost—and disrup-
tion to student activities—will 
be less. Area businesses and 
organizations are also stepping 
up to support the cause. Most 
recently, Stephenson Service 
Company, FS Fast Stop, and 
Corp Tire made a $25,000 con-
tribution, which is incredibly 
timely as each dollar given in 
the coming weeks could make 
the difference in a compre-
hensive summer installation. 
“How wonderful it would be 
if we could welcome students 
back to school this fall with a 
new stadium and field,” said 
Dr. Tom Chiles, Lena-Winslow 

Superintendent.
	Last week, Chiles and his 

wife, Susan, joined the growing 
list of sponsors with a $5,000 
donation. “Our communities 
have been great to our family 
and incredibly supportive of the 
school district. We feel honored 
to contribute to this project and 
hope our contribution encour-
ages others make a commit-
ment as well,” said Chiles.

	The school set aside 
$2,150,000 in its budget to 
build new bleachers with in-
creased capacity, provide track 
resurfacing and expansion from 
six to eight lanes, make drain-
age repairs and install hard-sur-
face pathways. The goal is for 
private donations to cover the 
cost of the turf field and en-
hancements to the digital score-
board.

	Last fall, the Stadium Com-
mittee launched a website and 
Facebook group to share their 
progress, and they recently 
provided details to recognize 
donors at the new stadium.
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 help wanted

To place an ad in our

Real Estate Section
Call (815) 369-4112

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

 real estate

FIND YOUR NEXT RIDE
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

For details on placing your
Help Wanted ad in our Classified Section

Call 815-369-4112 42
27

99
 for sale

 business 
 & service

 real estate
Other Real Estate

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial 
status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number 
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OP-
PORTUNITY

Auction  Deadline
is Noon Friday! 

Contact Rhonda at
rmarshall@rvpublishing.com 

for information on advertising.

PRIVATE PARTY
ONLY.

Ad must be
prepaid.

Deadlines vary.

Call
815-877-4044

The Wheel Deal
Place your car, truck, motorcycle,

boat or RV for one price and it
runs for up to 16 weeks.

$1995
1st three lines

Extra lines are $1.95 each

17 Papers

Starts for 4 weeks and if not sold you call us
and we will renew at no additional charge!

(Maximum run 16 weeks total)

42
27

85

 transportation
Automobiles

1977 OLDSMOBILE CUTLAS 
BROUGHAM Mint condition. 
$7,000, OBO. Call 262-379-4161.

1999 BUICK CENTURY A/C, 
AM/FM CD, 165,000 K, looks & 
runs good. Asking $1,550 OBO 
815-347-0496.

2001 FORD MUSTANG CON-
VERTIBLE Blk on Brn, 90K 
miles, new tires, new brakes, 
mechanically sound throughout, 
minor scratches on body, leath-
er seats, V-6 engine, premium 
sound system and ice-cold A/C 
and hot heat. $6000. call 262-
496-5739.

2004 MONTE CARLO Mint 
condition. Mechanically sound. 
$6,000. OBO Call 262-379-4161.

2005 CHRYSLER LIMITED 
Mechanically sound with docu-
ments. No rust. 141,000 miles, 
$6,000. Call 262-379-4161.

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$

If so, we wIll run your ad In THe
scoop Today and sHopper’s GuIde aT

No Charge!

Ads will not be accepted without the following information. Only one free ad per month.

YOUR NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you selling a single item for

less thaN $100?

$$$ $$$
Private Party Only

Just fill out the coupon below and mail to:
Rock Valley Publishing, FREE Ad,
1102 Ann. St., Delavan, WI 53115

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

45
42

87

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Burial Needs
7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to 
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva, 
WI 53147. This is a private sale. 
Contact Randy, the seller at 
randy@slpublishers.com.

444841

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing is looking for a Part-

Time Advertising Sales Executive. 
Approximately 20 hours per week.

We publish newspapers, shoppers, and 
niche publications throughout the stateline. 
You have the opportunity to sell into all Rock 
Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making 
your paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:

Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising
Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com

Fax: (262) 725-6844

Automobiles 
Wanted

CASH FOR YOUR FULL SIZE 
JUNK TRUCKS & SUV’s. HAUL 
AWAY 7 DAYS A WEEK! CALL 
262-758-1807.

Campers and RVs
2016 FLEETWOOD TERRA 
34B MOTOR HOME 35’ 27,000 
Miles 3 Slideouts 2 New WI-FI 
TV’s 5.5k Generator.  $79,000 
262-206-4164.

Sports/Classic 
Cars

1952 CHEVY PICKUP Solid Ne-
vada truck, runs great. $19,750. 
(262) 949-6997.

Trucks & Trailers
UTILITY TRAILER With tool box 
and ramps. High speed tires. 
$1,800. OBO. Call 224-518-6491

VAN DRIVERS NEEDED. 
Must be hard working, reliable and 

customer service oriented individuals that 
can provide world-class service experience 
in a positive and compassionate manner. 
Drivers must demonstrate a high level of 
resourcefulness and flexibility. Must be 

professional with excellent communication 
skills. Contact ryanshmaltz@gmail.com 

for more details. 466677

SELL YOUR 
BUSINESS
Fast cash - quick close

Min. $500k in sales

815-209-0025 46
71

91

Other 
Opportunities
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5543 US RTE 20 W, 
Freeport
$300,000

Take a look at this all brick 
home. This home features 
open breeze way with access 
to the garage, back deck, and 
kitchen. In the kitchen you will 
find basement door, access 
to the hallway, and the dining 

room. The living room is just off the dining room with a 
formal front door to the home. Off the living room is the 
hallway in which will take you to all 3 bedrooms and full 
bath. Down in the basement you will find a caning area, 

2nd full bathroom, laundry space, and large open room formerly used as a family room. Outside 
you will find a 40 x 60 shed with power and water, also features 2/3 of the floor with cement and the 
other part dirt. Estate sold as is.

Listings

467132

Faye Heilman
Designated Managing Broker
815-291-9204
WelcomeHomeNWIllinois@gmail.com

Ashley Heilman
Managing Broker
815-291-8149
ashh2002@hotmail.com

Julie Willson
Broker
815-690-2792
juliewillson63@gmail.com

300 E. Main Street
Lena, IL 61048 

1201 W. Empire St.
 Freeport, IL 61032

815-291-2330

Lots Plat, Lena
$32,000 - $38,000

Several other lots available in Oak 
View Terrace.

129 W. Railroad, Lena     $ 99,900
Mixed use building in downtown Lena. The 
main floor has two good size office/retail 
spaces, storage room, half bath and back room 
with entrance off of alley. The second level 
has a one bedroom apartment with a spacious 
living room, dining room, kitchen, bedroom, full 
bath and back storage/laundry room. There is 
a ramp on the side of the building. New are 
the furnaces and air conditioners, mostly new 
windows upstairs, front facade updated, front 
window and door.

411 Oak Ridge, 
Lena

$32,000

Build your new home 
on this lot in Oak View 
Terrace Subdivision. City 
water and sewer at lot 
line. Reach out for a copy 
of the Copy of Covenants, 
Conditions & Restrictions.

1925 S. Simmons, Stockton        
$165,000

Two story at the edge of Stockton offers 
you on the main floor a spacious living 
room with decorative fireplace, dining 
room (currently used as a bedroom), 
large eat in kitchen, office, laundry room 
and full bath. Upstairs are the bedrooms 
(only 1 with a closet) and the second full 

bath. Outside you’ll find two decks, garden shed, storage shed, 2 car garage and nice 
yard. Kitchen, living room and bathroom gutted and updated in the last 3 years, from the 
flooring to cabinets, countertop, backsplash, sink, pot filler over stove, light/fans, patio 
door in laundry room, and complete main floor bath remodel. The dining room was redone 
8+/- years ago.

511 N. Main, Stockton
$88,000

Covered front porch, large entry, pocket 
doors, some wood floors, living room, 
dining room, kitchen with snack bar. 
Patio door in dining room leads to a back 
deck as does the door in the kitchen. 
Upstairs are the 2 bedrooms, full bath 
and enclosed back porch. The primary 
bedroom has a second area that could be 

used as a nursery, sitting area or home office. The second bathroom is in the unfinished 
basement. Concrete driveway next to the house. There is a door by the driveway that 
takes you to a landing that goes to the main floor or basement. The garage is off of 
the alley. Will not work for government loan types. Property/appliances sold in “as is” 
condition. House roof 5 +/- years old.

14190 Goldmine Road, Pearl City         $439,000
Nearly 25 acre recreational property, with home, pole building, and 16’ swimming pool! 20 
acres heavy timber – exceptional hunting, with 2.5 miles of trails throughout. 30’ x 30’ pole 
building (8’ x 16’ overhead door). Steel, single family home, attached 2.5 car garage with 
shop/work area, water, heat & floor drain.

2818 Southview Drive, 
Lanark
$9,999

Over 2 acres to build your home, on 
Southview Drive! Partial view of lake 
and short drive to shore’s edge.
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