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Pie and soup tasting contest
	 On Feb. 1 and 2, 2025, Lena American Legion Auxiliary held their annual Pie Baking 
and Soup Tasting contest.  Thirteen pies were submitted alongside 22 different soups.  
Thank you to all who participated. See story on page 8.
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David Klentz
	David Lee Klentz, age 52 

of Freeport, IL passed away 
on Saturday Feb. 1, 2025. He 
was born on Aug. 16, 1972, in 
Freeport, IL to Howard and 
Carol (Shumaker) Klentz. Da-
vid was a die-hard Green Bay 
Packer Fan. He also enjoyed 
watching wrestling and any 

house flipping shows.   
	David is survived by his 

parents Carol Klentz of Pearl 
City, IL and Howard (Marcy) 
Klentz of Cedarville, Illinois; 
one sister Marsha (Jim) Black 
of Tennessee.  He was preced-
ed in death by his infant sis-
ter Linda and sister LouAnn 
Busker. 

A celebra-
tion of life 
will be held 
at a later 
date. Cre-
mation rites 
have been 
a c c o r d e d . 
A memori-
al has been 

established in his memory. 
Condolences may be sent to 
the family at www.leamonfh.
com.

Dorothy Jean 
Phillips

	Dorothy Jean Phillips, age 
82, of Stockton, IL passed 
away Saturday, Feb. 8, 2025, 
at Galena Stauss Senior Care 
Community. She was born 
June 18, 1942, in Freeport, 
IL to the late Merle and La-
Verne (Yeoman) Wise. Doro-
thy married David Phillips on 
June 11, 1965. 

	Dorothy dedicated her 
early years to being a stay-at-
home mom to her two beloved 
children, Jeff and Pam. Later 
in life, she found joy in work-
ing at the Warren Schools caf-
eteria, where she made many 
friends and cherished memo-
ries.

	Dorothy had a passion for 
baking, sewing, painting, gar-
dening, camping and watch-
ing birds. She was deeply 
involved with her church, 

where she 
made life-
long friend-
ships, espe-
cially with 
the Women 
of Calva-
ry. Above 
all, Doro-
thy adored 

her grandchildren and loved 
spending time with them, 
whether it was baking cook-
ies, making forts, or attending 
their various activities. She 
also spent much of her time 
caring for others and was 
known for her amazing pop-
corn, a favorite snack among 
family and friends.

Dorothy is survived by her 
husband, David of Stockton; 
her daughter, Pam (Tom) Ack-
erman of Winslow; her son, 
Jeffrey (Rachel) Phillips of 
Stockton; her grandchildren, 

Keegan Phillips of Daytona 
Beach, FL, Jace Phillips of 
Stockton and Zack (Chelsey 
DeVries) Ackerman of Pearl 
City; her great granddaugh-
ter, Miah Ackerman; and her 
brothers, Donald (Elaine) 
Wise and Carl (Sharon) Wise. 
She was preceded in death 
by her parents; her mother-
in-law and father-in-law; her 
brothers, Ivan, Lester and 
Gerald; and her sister, Joyce 
Zipsie.

	A memorial service will 
be held on Saturday, Feb. 15, 
2025, at Calvary Church of 
Stockton at 2 p.m. with a vis-
itation beginning at 12 p.m. 
Interment will take place at 
Chapel Hill Memorial Gar-
dens at a later date. A memo-
rial fund has been established. 
Condolences may be shared at 
www.hermannfuneralhome.
com.

Mildred Larsen 
	Mildred Larsen, 100, of 

Lena, IL, passed away on 
Feb. 2, 2025, at Allure Nurs-
ing Home in Mt. Carroll. She 
was born on Feb. 17, 1924, in 
Pleasant Valley, IL, to Walter 
and Pearl (Althoff) Schubert. 
On Nov. 19, 1946, she and 
Harold Larsen were married. 
She was a farmwife and later 
a waitress. She was a member 
of Berreman Church of God, 
and a 50-year member of 
Pearl City Auxiliary.

	Survivors include 1 daugh-
ter, Connie (Doug) Brady of 
Pearl City, 2 grandchildren: 

Lisa (Larry) 
Musser of 
Pearl City, 
and Jeff 
(Kate) Brady 
of Erin, WI; 
great-grand-
c h i l d r e n : 
E t h a n 
(Paige) Lartz 

of Lanark, IL, Katlyn Musser 
(Justin Hughes) of Betten-
dorf, IA, James Brady and 
Ben Brady; great-great-grand-
children: Owen Lartz, Emily 
Lartz, Isla and Ivy Lartz; and 
several nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death 

by her husband Harold Lars-
en, sister Phyllis Newton, 
brother Morrall Schubert, 
parents Walter and Pearl 
Schubert, a sister in infancy, 
brother-in-law Lewis New-
ton, and sister-in-law Crystal 
Schubert.

	A visitation was held on 
Thursday Feb. 6, 2025, at the 
Russell-Frank Funeral Home 
in Lanark, IL. Funeral service 
followed with Pastor Bob 
Phelps officiating. Private 
burial was held at Chapel Hill 
Memorial Gardens.  A special 
thank you to her niece Jeanne 
Jordan.

Penny Duchow
	Penny Marie Duchow, age 

57, of Stockton, IL passed 
away Wednesday, Feb. 5, 
2025, at UW Health Swedish 
American Hospital in Rock-
ford after a short battle of 
cancer. She was born in Free-
port, IL on Sept. 22, 1967, to 
Burdelle “Fuzzy” and Marlene 
(Keller) Steffens. Penny mar-
ried Richard Duchow on May 
24, 1986, at St. John’s Luther-
an Church in Lena. 

	Penny was a lifelong 
member of St. John’s where 
she was very active through-
out the years. She graduated 
from Stockton High School 
in 1985. She was a member of 
the National FFA Alumni and 
the Stockton Music Boosters. 
Penny loved working with 

children and 
enjoyed her 
time as a 
paraprofes-
sional for 
the Stockton 
School Dis-
trict. She en-
joyed read-
ing, music, 

and spending time with her 
family, especially her grand-
son, Robert. Penny would also 
help anyone at any time. 

	She is survived by her moth-
er, Marlene Steffens of Mt. 
Carroll; her husband, Richard 
Duchow of Stockton; her son, 
Randall (Tiffanie) Duchow of 
Stockton; her daughter, Re-
becca (Matthew) Mott of Rio 
Rico, AZ; her grandson, Rob-
ert Duchow; her brother, Lee 

(Eugenia) Steffens of Shorev-
iew, MN; and several nieces, 
nephews and cousins.

	A funeral service will be 
held on Saturday, February 15, 
2025, at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church in Lena at 10:30 a.m. 
with a visitation beginning at 9 
a.m. There will be a visitation 
on Friday, Feb. 14, 2025, 
from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. also at 
St. John’s Lutheran Church in 
Lena. Interment will take place 
at Ladies Union Cemetery 
in Stockton. A memorial 
fund has been established. 
The family would like to 
thank the staff at UW Health 
Swedish American Hospital 
for their phenomenal care. 
Condolences may be shared 
at www.hermannfuneralhome.
com.

Obituaries

Shedding light on 
solar panel contracts 
By Phyllis Coulter
FarmWeek

Allan Delphi, a LaSalle 
County farmer and landown-
er, felt the heat of the sun 
shining on him when making 
decisions that would affect 
him, his children, grandchil-
dren and possibly others who 
work his land in the future.

“I have had five solar com-
panies approach me. Each one 
told me what they would do 
for me. I even had one more 
today,” he said while attend-
ing a recent farmland owners 
conference in Oglesby.

At the event, sponsored 
by the University of Illinois 
Extension at Illinois Valley 
Community College, he gath-
ered more information. Del-
phi said he is thankful that the 
responsibility of making the 
decision isn’t his alone. 

He has involved family 
members, a lawyer and his 
support team.

Delphi told FarmWeek he’s 
learned a lot during the pro-
cess, studying the easements, 
learning about equipment and 
construction and details about 
decommissioning.

“I’m in my 70s. This proj-
ect will last at least 40 years,” 
he said of the care he is tak-
ing for his three sons and five 
grandchildren.

The company they have 
chosen practices agrivoltaics, 
the dual use of land for solar 
energy production and agri-
culture. They will likely graze 
sheep initially, but more re-
search is being done on short 
corn varieties and other crops 
that might be compatible with 
the solar system, said Delphi, 
who likes the idea of the con-
tracted land still being used 
for farming.

During his presentation, 
Garrett Thalgott, assistant 
general counsel for Illinois 
Farm Bureau, emphasized the 
importance of asking ques-
tions and having a good team 
when considering signing a 
solar project contract.

Insurance is something to 
consider. It is important to 
discuss a solar contract with 
your insurance company and 
attorney and see what is cov-
ered by the energy company 
and what changes might need 
to be made to the farmer’s or 
landowner’s policy.

Also, be sure to look at the 
acreage guarantees. It’s im-
portant to know if five or 50 
acres are guaranteed to be in-
volved in the contract.

In terms of compensation 
for land rented, it is important 
for landowners to have an es-
calation provision, so the rent-
al price keeps up with rising 
rates of rent over the next 50 
years, the IFB attorney told 
FarmWeek.

Thalgott agreed it is import-
ant to be clear on the details 
of decommissioning when in 
some cases it won’t happen 
for as many as 60 years. The 
energy company might be 

sold by then and other genera-
tions might be farming.

Some landowners may be 
against putting solar farms on 
agricultural land, but eminent 
domain is not available to so-
lar developers. The landowner 
has the right to choose what is 
right for his farming opera-
tion for the future and how to 
use his or her property rights, 
Thalgott told FarmWeek.

Mary Ludwig, an attorney 
and partner with Johnson & 
Taylor in Pontiac, compared 
property rights to a “bundle of 
sticks.” That bundle includes 
air, water and mineral rights 
in the present and future, she 
told landowners at the confer-
ence.

As for solar and wind con-
tracts, Ludwig offered many 
of the same cautions as the 
IFB counsel. She said to make 
sure attorney fees are consid-
ered in the contract costs to 
understand the contract length 
and provisions of decommis-
sioning.

“About one-third of land-
owners receive a letter from 
an energy company,” Eliz-
abeth Strom, an Accredited 
Farm Manager and vice pres-
ident of Murray Wise Associ-
ates LLC in Champaign told 
landowners in attendance.

“Before you sign, make 
sure you fully understand the 
contract,” Strom said.

 
This story was distributed 

through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Asso-
ciation. For more food and 
farming news, visit FarmWee-
kNow.com.

450554
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Little Blackhawks	
	 Pictured are Stockton Elementary’s Little Blackhawks for the week. These students were recognized for 
following the Blackhawk Way.

Blackhawks fall to 
Panthers in boys 
basketball matchup
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

	The 2024-2025 high 
school boys’ basketball 
season has been a grind for 
the Stockton Blackhawks.  
When they played host to 
the Lena-Winslow Panthers 
on Feb. 8, they held an over-
all record of just 6-17.  They 
were also riding a four-game 
losing streak, including a 
recent 59-50 loss to River 
Ridge.  

	Things weren’t getting 
any easier for the Black-
hawks when the 16-8 Pan-
thers came to town.  Le-Win 
was feeling good, having 
just beat the Orangeville 
Broncos 72-21 just two days 
prior. The Panthers jumped 
out to an early lead in the 
first quarter.  Both teams’ 
leading scorers went back 
and forth to get the game 
started.  Carter Blair had 
seven first quarter points for 
Stockton, while Aiden Wild 
had eight for Le-Win.  By 
the end of the first, Stockton 
was already trailing 18-11. 

	The second quarter saw 
Le-Win expand their lead.  
Stockton’s offense struggled 
to produce as they combined 
for just five points in the 
quarter.  Blair scored three 
of those five points as he re-
mained the only consistent 
part of Stockton’s offense. 
Le-Win held a massive 33-
16 lead coming out of the 
second half.  After the get-
ting doubled up in the first 
half, Stockton came out 
looking like a new team in 
the second.  Albeit too late, 
the Blackhawks made a val-
iant comeback effort against 
a solid Panther squad. 

	Offensively, it was Blair 
who continued to lead the 

way.  The biggest difference 
in the third, was that four 
other Blackhawks scored in 
the quarter.  Only one oth-
er Stockton player besides 
Blair had scored in the first 
and second quarters.  Lar-
son hit a three-pointers as 
the Blackhawks combined 
for 15 in the third, nearly 
matching their first half to-
tal. 

	Stockton also stepped 
up their game defensively.  
Not only did they double up 
the offensive production on 
their end, but they nearly cut 
Le-Win’s production in half.  
Stockton held the Panthers 
to just eight third quarter 
points, which allowed them 
to cut into the lead.  

	Heading into the final 
quarter, Le-Win still held 
a 41-33 lead.  That was as 
close as the Panthers were 
going to let the Blackhawks 
get.  Stockton was held to 
just three points in the fourth 
quarter, while Le-Win put 
up 16 themselves.  

	In the end, Stockton fell 
by a final score of 57-34.  
They were led in scoring by 
Blair, who finished with 16 
points.  Ari Zink was next 
up with eight points.  Mor-
gan Haas added four points 
in the loss.  The Panthers 
were led by Michael Mow-
ery, who finished with 17 
points. 

	With the loss, the Black-
hawks fell to 6-18 for the 
season.  The Blackhawks are 
on the road to wrap up the 
regular season.  On Thurs-
day, Feb. 20 they travel to 
take on the West Carroll 
Thunder at 7 p.m.  West Car-
roll is 5-19 on the year.  That 
includes a 52-38 loss to the 
Blackhawks in late January.

Warren Warriors lose to Scales Mound Hornets by two
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

	The Warren Warriors and 
the Scales Mound Hornets 
faced off in a late season bas-
ketball matchup last week.  
Warren played host to the 
Hornets on Tuesday, Feb. 4.  
The Hornets came into the 
game with a record of 13-12, 
while the Warriors were 19-6.  

	One of those six losses 
came in a matchup with the 
Hornets earlier this season.  
Despite Warren having a 
much prettier record on paper, 
Scales Mound has had their 
number in the 2024-2025 
campaign.  Back in early Jan-
uary, the Hornets stung the 
Warriors with a heartbreaking 
69-67 defeat.  

	Although Warren was 
looking to avenge themselves 
on Feb. 4, they suffered from 
a slow start.  Scales Mound’s 
defensive efforts paid off 
early as Warren was held to 
just eight points in the open-
ing quarter. That allowed the 
Hornets to get out to an ear-
ly advantage.  Aidan Soppe 
got his night started with a 
three-pointer and he was al-
ready at seven points by the 
end of the first.  The junior 
helped Scales Mound take a 
12-8 lead into the second. 

	Scales Mound continued to 
separate themselves from the 
Warriors in the second quar-
ter.  Soppe remained red-hot 
as he hit two more three-point 
shots.  Payten Van Lent hit a 
three of his own as he added 
five second quarter points.  By 
the break, Scales Mound held 
a 31-20 lead. 

	Warren would spend the 
entire second half trying to 
erase that deficit.  Alex Nie-
mann and Jordan Kohl came 
out strong in the third quarter.  
They each hit three-point-
ers as they combined for 10 
points in the quarter.  Bryce 
VanRaalte added five third 
quarter points of his own, in-
cluding a successful and-one 
trip to the line.  The Warriors 
combined for 17 points in the 
quarter, nearly matching their 
first half total. 

	Scales Mound did just 
enough to maintain their ad-
vantage.  For every shot the 
Warriors made, the Hornets 
had an answer.  Van Lent hit 
his second three-pointer of the 
night as he had seven points in 
the third.  The Hornets com-
bined for 18, allowing them 
to take a 49-37 lead into the 
fourth. 

	The fourth quarter was an 
exciting display of offensive 

production, but Scales Mound 
always maintained their lead.  
Both teams combined for 39 
points in the quarter as War-
ren outscored the Hornets 20-
19.  Despite all those buckets, 
Warren still lost by a score of 
68-57. 

	Scales Mound was led in 
scoring by Soppe, who fin-
ished with 23 points.  Van 
Lent, Kaden Deurr, and Der-
rick Distler each finished the 
game with 14 points.  Warren 
was led in scoring by Van-
Raalte, who finished with 23 
points.  Treyton Pafford was 
next up with 11 points, and 
Niemann added 10 in the loss. 

	With the win, the Hornets 
improved to 14-12 on the 
year.  They went on to fall 
to the Galena Pirates in their 
next matchup.  Scales Mound 

returns to action on Friday, 
Feb. 14 when they travel to 
take on the East Dubuque 
Warriors.  

	Warren fell to 19-7 with the 
loss, but they went on to beat 
the West Carroll Thunder in 
their next game, giving them 
20 wins on the season.  The 
Warriors will be back on the 
road this Friday, Feb. 14 as 
they travel to take on the Ga-
lena Pirates.  

Local news on-line
rvpnews.

com
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Opinion

Dream big, 
it’s worth it

	Dreams and goals - I 
think it’s safe to say we all 
have both.

	And that’s wonderful, 
and necessary. Because 
what would life be without 
dreams and goals? 

	In a word: hollow. 
	I used to set very specific 

goals for myself. I used to 
dream of what I wanted 
to accomplish with those 
goals. I set goals that were 
substantial and significant. 
In that I was proud and 
happy with myself. I was 
being proactive and moving 
forward.

	I will earn more money. I 
will acquire a bigger house. 
I will buy a better car. I will 
lose weight. I will adopt a 
new exercise routine. I will 
feed my family healthier 
meals with food cooked 
from scratch. I will go on a 
big vacation. I will be better 
about helping the kids with 
homework. I will publish 
this column in more papers 
than I did last year.

	I’ve heard of people 
doing this same type of 
thing with a “vision board,” 
where they post actual 
images of the goals they 
want to achieve – the logic 
being that if you see it, you 
will be more likely to create 
it.

	I never had a vision 
board, but I certainly 
envisioned the goals I hoped 
to achieve. 

	And in many ways, it 
worked. Over the years I’ve 
been successful in meeting 
many of my goals. 

	Which is good. Except 
for one thing.

	I’ve come to believe I 
was approaching the whole 
goal thing all wrong. I don’t 
want to point any fingers, 
but when it comes to dreams 
and goals, I think many of 
us are missing the mark. 

	For most of my life – for 
decades – I focused my 
goals on the world around 
me: my income, the size of 
my house, luxury vacations 
and the newness of my car. I 
thought those things proved 
success and would lead to 
happiness, and (honestly) 
they often did.

	But they never, ever 
should have been the focus 
of my goals or my dreams.

	Because goals and 
dreams are so much bigger 
than things. 

	Therein lies the 
lesson. Therein lies the 
awesomeness of goals and 

dreams. 
	Don’t dream of a new 

house or a better job. Dream 
bigger.

	When you dreamt of that 
big house and bigger job, 
what were you desiring, 
really? What were they 
supposed to bring into your 
life?

	Dream of that. Set that as 
your goal.

	Don’t dream of things. 
Dream of a state of mind, 
because in the long run, it 
doesn’t matter what you 
have.

	What matters is how you 
feel.

	Let that sentence steep 
for a moment because it is 
huge. 

	Is someone living in 
a glass-walled house 
overlooking spectacular 
views of the ocean 
automatically happier and 
more fulfilled than someone 
living in a trailer park on 
a busy street on the wrong 
side of the tracks in some 
crowded urban city?

	We all know the answer. 
	Happiness isn’t 

contingent on environment 
or the things we spend 
so much time and energy 
attempting to acquire. 
Happiness comes from 
somewhere beyond mere 
things. And deep down we 
all realize this. 

	When setting goals 
- when living your life –  
think about what brings you 
joy. What brings you peace. 
What makes you feel loved.

	Seek that. Pursue that. 
	And understand that 

despite what the world is 
telling you, despite what 
other people tell you about 
all the possessions they 
have that they claim make 
them happy, none of it 
matters unless it matters to 
you.

	If a bigger house truly 
brings you joy, then seek it 
to your full potential.  But if 
not, stop.

	Just stop and find your 
joy. Find your peace. 

	When you have those two 
entities – truly encompass 

Never quit exercising
I had a birthday in 

December and when I did the 
math, I realized that I was 
all of sixty-three years of 
age. It’s hard to believe that I 
could be that old, but when I 
rechecked the math, it proved 
to be true. A few months ago, 
I was feeling my age in my 
hips and knees, and I got to 
thinking that this must mean 
my athletic life was pretty 
much over. Then a friend of 
mine asked me if I wanted to 
play in a fifty-five and older 
softball league up in Verona 
on Wednesday mornings. 

Since he was older than I 
am and he was still playing, 
I figured I had better give it 
a try and not let him show 
me up. Upon arriving at the 
first game, I couldn’t believe 
how many guys older than 
me were still playing ball 

in this league. The hardest 
thing about starting to play 
ball again was that after I hit 
the ball, I wanted to sprint 
like a racehorse to first base 
like I had always done. Sure 
enough, during the first game 
I pulled a calf muscle and a 
quadriceps muscle and could 
hardly move for the next 
couple of days. However, 
by the next gameday a week 
later, I was feeling better, so 
I wrapped my calf and quad 
and tried again. It seemed 
like each game I pulled some 
new muscle or tweaked a 
different part of my back, but 
somehow, I made it through 
and loved every minute of it. 
When the season got over, I 
decided to start getting my 
muscles back into shape so 
that they would be ready to 
go come spring. 

Since my hips and knees 
seemed pretty fragile, I didn’t 
know what was going to 
happen if I started running 
again. I decided to start by 
jogging a 5K race which 
my son, daughter and her 
husband were going to run. 
For those of you who don’t 
know a 5K is actually 3.1 
miles. I was sure that my hip 
was going to be screaming 
at me, and it would be the 
last time I ever ran that kind 
of distance. To my great 
surprise, my hip actually 
felt better after the race than 
it had felt in months. The 
pain that I had been feeling 
was gone, so I decided to 
run another 5K a week later. 

Again, to my surprise my 
hips and my knees started 
to feel stronger and the pain 
and discomfort that I thought 
was going to be with me 
for the rest of my life was 
disappearing. I even improved 
my time by five minutes. 
Since those two races last 
fall, I have put myself on a 
regiment of running three 
5K’s a week on my treadmill. 
On the days I don’t run, I hop 
on the stationary recumbent 
bike and do a thirty-minute 
ride. Being a gym teacher, 
exercise like this has always 
been a regular part of my life. 
It was only in the past six or 
seven years that I had stopped 
running. I’m sure glad that I 
decided to give it one last try 
before purchasing a cane and 
conceding to age. 

The Bible makes a 
reference to physical training 
as being of some benefit, but 
knowing Jesus is the most 
important thing we can do. 
Of course, this is true, but I 
still think being fit is pretty 
important. I Timothy 4:8 tells 
us, Physical training is good, 
but training for godliness 
is much better, promising 
benefits in this life and in the 
life to come. I’m just glad 
that God has made these 
bodies of ours to continue to 
be strong even when we are 
past our prime. When softball 
season rolls again this spring, 
I’m hoping that I can sprint 
to first base without pulling 
something. Until next week, 
God bless.

By
Jill
Pertler
Columnist

Slices of life

By
Scott
Cernek 
Columnist

Weekly connection

See slices, Page 5
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Your “Main Street Chiropractor”
with over 43 years service to our community

• Palmer Graduate      • Digital X-Ray
• BCBS, Quartz and Medicare Provider

238 W. Main St., Lena • 815-369-4974
Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. –  

8:30 a.m. to Noon, 1:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Wed. – 8:30 a.m. to Noon       Sat. by appointment

45
95

24

— Dr. Jared Liles —

www.edwardjones.com

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor

640 W. South St, #4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955
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www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor
.

640 W South St 4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

Member SIPC

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 02/04/25. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-
issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per 
depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please 
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to 
availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest 
rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can 
lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal 
may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution 
of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are 
issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the 
Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

1-year

4.20%
APY*

3-year

4.25%
APY*

5-year

4.25%
APY*

467778

MOWERY AUTO PARTS

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks

392194

American Legion 
Auxiliary meeting

	The February meeting of 
the American Legion Auxil-
iary will meet on Wednesday, 
Feb. 12 at the Lena American 
Legion Home at 6 p.m.  Dele-
gates will be selected to attend 
American Legion Auxiliary 
Illini Girls State. Dues will be 
collected.   New members are 
always welcome.  Kathy Pig-
nato is in charge of the social 
hour.   Junior members will 
meet on Feb. 15 at 10 a.m. at 
the American Legion Home.  

Lena American Legion 
Auxiliary 

	The Lena American Le-

gion Auxiliary will honor fe-
male veterans with a brunch 
on Saturday, March 29, 2025, 
at 316 W. Main St., Lena.  
There will be no charge for 
this brunch.   Please join for 
fellowship and entertainment. 
Please call 815-369-4684 or 
email  jamcps54@yahoo.com 
to make reservation or with 
any questions. Reservations 
are due by March 20. 

McConnell American 
Legion Auxiliary meeting 

	The McConnell American 
Legion Auxiliary Meeting 
will be held at the McCon-
nell Legion on Feb. 19, 2025.  
Social time will begin at 5:30 

p.m. with the meeting start-
ing at 6 p.m. Anyone who is 
interested in the Auxiliary is 
welcome to attend. 

Blackhawk Unit of the 
SCAHCE meeting

	The February meeting of 
the Blackhawk Unit of the 
SCAHCE will be held on 
Thursday, Feb. 20, 2025, at 
1 p.m. at the Pearl City Li-
brary.  Roll call will be, “How 
do you waste food?”      Janet 
Ferguson will give a lesson 
on food waste.  Marsha Erwin 
and Paula Gerke will bring 
items for the raffle.  All are in-
vited to join to share ideas on 
reducing food waste.

News briefs

We need to replenish our 
farm toys used at Farm Fun 
Days this summer and thought 
who better to ask than our 
members.  If you have gently 
used farm toys that are no lon-
ger being used, we would love 
to put them to good use.  We 
would rather bring new life to 
old toys than buy new.  If you 
can help us out, please drop 
them off at our office.  Thank 
you in advance!

Family Farm Signs
	As it starts inching closer to 

spring, we are all thinking of 
planting and sprucing things 
up around the farm.  Why not 
add a “This is a Family Farm” 
sign to your landscape?  The 
signs are 17.5” X 23” and cost 
$30.  

Farm Bureau 
Foundation’s 
scholarship 

	The Jo Daviess County 
Farm Bureau Foundation has 
its scholarship applications 
available.  We again have 
two different scholarships for 
those students majoring in an 
agricultural related field.  The 
first scholarship is geared 
specifically to Highland 
Community College Ag stu-
dents.  High School Seniors 
or those already enrolled at 
HCC can apply.  The second 
scholarship is a general schol-
arship for any post-secondary 
school.  For this scholarship, 
the student needs to be cur-
rently in their first year of 
college.  This scholarship is 
only available to Jo Daviess 
County Farm Bureau mem-
bers and their children.  You 
can find the application on our 
website.

Around the Northern Hills

IAA Foundation 
scholarships

	The IAA Foundation has 
announced the lineup for 
the 2025  IAA Foundation 

Scholarships.  This includes 
120 scholarships totaling 
$210,251.  We have had sev-
eral winners from Jo Daviess 
County in the past, so I would 
encourage anyone interested 
to not miss this great opportu-
nity.   The link is on the IAA 
Foundation website. 

Farm Fun Fact
	There are approximately 

72,000 farms in Illinois.

By
Annette
Eggers 
Jo Daviess 
County Farm 
Bureau

	February is National 
Children’s Dental Health 
Month (NCDHM). The 
theme for this year’s 
celebration is “Healthy 
habits for healthy smiles”. 
To reinforce this theme, this 
week’s column will focus on 
brushing and flossing your 
children’s teeth and guiding 
them to develop and maintain 
this healthy habit throughout 
their lifetime.

	Most of you have heard 
the saying, “Children 
thrive on structure.” When 
it comes to establishing a 
daily oral hygiene routine 
it is important to start early 
and create a routine that is 
consistent and predictable. 
If you start by wiping your 
baby’s mouth out with 
a damp cloth after each 
feeding, they will come 
to accept this as a normal, 
expected routine.

	As soon as your child’s 
first tooth erupts, brush it 
gently, twice a day with 
a child-sized, soft bristle 
toothbrush and a drop of 
fluoridated toothpaste the 
size of a grain of rice. When 
your child turns three you 
can increase the drop of 
toothpaste to the size of a 
small pea. As soon as your 
toddler has teeth that are in 
contact with each other, it is 
time to add flossing to your 
routine. This will occur in 
their front teeth first. Your 
dentist or hygienist will be 
happy to demonstrate how 
to do this. You can also find 

a helpful video that teaches 
parents tips on brushing 
infants’ and children’s teeth at 
https://toothtalk.org/portfolio-
view/brushing-is-fun-how-to-
brush-young-childrens-teeth/. 

	You can find a video on 
flossing your child’s teeth at 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=uqmNqu926iE.  
The important thing to 
remember is to be consistent. 
Resist the temptation to “just 
skip it” when you are tired, 
on vacation or your toddler 
suddenly decides to say “no” 
to everything. If you have or 
are currently raising children, 
you will know what I am 
talking about. Sometimes 
they are determined not to 
get their face washed, their 
diaper changed, or their 
teeth brushed, but you do it 
anyway to keep them healthy. 
Your consistency helps them 
to learn that hygiene is just a 

IN*CI*DENTAL*LY

By
Dr. Stephen 
Petras 
Illinois Licensed 
General Dentist

Teaching your child to brush and floss
part of their daily life. 

	While it is non-negotiable, 
it does help to add a little 
fun. Give your toddler a 
toothbrush with their favorite 
character on it to hold while 
you brush their teeth. Never 
let your toddler have a 
toothbrush when they are 
not supervised. This can lead 
to severe injury. Try some 
of the various kinds of “kid 
flavored” ADA-approved 
fluoride toothpaste. Most 
importantly, make sure that 
your child sees you brushing 
and flossing. 

	To help your child brush 
for the recommended 
two minutes, the ADA 
has provided a variety of 
toothbrushing songs and 
videos. You can find these at 
https://www.mouthhealthy.
org/en/Kids-Brushing-
Playlist. Videos and books 
that teach children why we 
brush and floss our teeth offer 
a fun way for them to learn 
about oral hygiene.

	There is also a free app 
called Chompers that you can 
find on any podcast service 
or Alexa. Chompers keeps 
track of how often your child 
brushes and provides awards, 
games, songs riddles and 
fun facts to entertain them 
as they brush. Some parents 
find it helpful to create their 
own two-minute song or 
story brushing playlist. Some 
parents just use the timer on 
their phone and sing. All of 
these help your child become 
aware and accustomed to 

how long two minutes is. 
	The ADA suggests 

adopting the “Brush, Bath, 
Book” routine as an effective 
way to establish and maintain 
the nighttime session of 
their oral hygiene habit. This 
can easily be adapted to the 
morning session as breakfast, 
brush, book (or favorite 
activity.) 

	Even the most cooperative 
toddler can have an off day. 
If your little one suddenly 
decides to clamp his mouth 
shut, turn it into a game. 
Ask him or her to roar like 
a lion while you brush or 
be the superhero who saves 
your teeth from the plaque 
monsters. As they brush 
and floss the germs away on 
your teeth, play it up. Some 
overdramatic “oohs” “aahs” 
and “go away germs” can 
turn a “no” to a “my turn 

now.”  
	As your child grows, 

learning how to brush and 
floss is just one of the many 
ways they are learning to take 
care of themselves. While 
your child may be starting to 
learn how to brush, it does 
not mean that they are ready 
to fly solo. At this point you 
let them brush and floss, then 
you help guide and assist 
them to reach the places they 
are missing. 

	Remember, parents apply 
toothpaste, not children. Keep 
toothpaste and toothbrushes 
out of your child’s reach. 
Parents brush and floss until 
children are able to tie their 
shoes, but they will still need 
to supervise and assist. Each 
child is unique and the age at 
which they have the dexterity 
to brush and floss effectively 
on their own will vary.

them and hold them 
in your heart – you will 
understand that nothing else 
matters. When you have 
peace and joy you have 
something much, much 
bigger than anything this 
physical world will ever 
give you.

	And here’s the really cool 
part. When you have peace 
and joy, you somehow 
stop thinking about all the 

extraneous noise beyond 
that and it’s exactly then 
that all the other “stuff” 
seems to fall into place.

	Almost like that was the 
plan all along.

	Jill Pertler is an award-
winning syndicated 
columnist, published 
playwright and author. 
Don’t miss a slice; follow 
the Slices of Life page on 
Facebook. 

•	Slices   (Continued from page 4)

    your source for on-line news:

	       RVPNEWS.COM
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God Is Love
Schapville Zion 

Presbyterian Church

635  E. Schapville Road
Elizabeth, IL 61028

www.schapvillezion.org

Celebrate God’s Love at
10:00 a.m. worship

64751

635 E. Schapville Rd.
Elizabeth, IL 61028

www.schapvillezion.org
815-845-2272

395526

All monuments are currently discounted. 
Order soon to have installed in time for  

Memorial Day. 
 

Please call for a free price quote and design 
Julia Hermann - Design Specialist 

815-275-3942 
juliahermann.hfh@gmail.com 

MEMORIAL DAY SALE! 
All monuments are currently discounted. 
Order soon to have installed in time for  

Memorial Day. 
 

Please call for a free price quote and design 
Julia Hermann - Design Specialist 

815-275-3942 
juliahermann.hfh@gmail.com 

MEMORIAL DAY SALE! 
All monuments are currently discounted. 
Order soon to have installed in time for  

Memorial Day. 
 

Please call for a free price quote and design 
Julia Hermann - Design Specialist 

815-275-3942 
juliahermann.hfh@gmail.com 

MEMORIAL DAY SALE! 

467750

Spaghetti and Meatball Dinner
Dine-in or Carry-out Christ in 

the Wilderness Fundraiser
Saturday, Feb. 22 • 4 – 7 p.m.

Holy Cross Parish Center
223 East Front Ave. • Stockton

Adult Tickets: $7.00 Advance
Or $7.50 At The Door
Children 6-12 years $5.50
5 years & under FREE

For Meal Tickets Call 
Christ in the Wilderness 

at 815-947-2476 or 
email citw@citwretreat.comSpaghetti & Meatballs, Lettuce Salad, Garlic Bread & Dessert

467781

Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church

	All are invited to worship 
at Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, 118 E. Mason St. 
Lena, IL. Join on Sunday, Feb. 
16, 2025, for Worship Service 
at 9:30 a.m. This week will be 
the sixth Sunday after Epiph-
any. This week’s gospel read-
ing is from the Gospel Luke 
6:17-26. 

	On Wednesday, Feb. 19, 
The Peace Corps Quilting 
group will meet from 8 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. All are welcome 
to join and no quilting experi-
ence necessary.

	All the services will be 
recorded and be available 
on church’s Facebook page 
and website. Please visit our 
website and (http://goodshep-
herdlena.org/)and Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/
GSLCLenaIL) for informa-
tion. Please contact the church 
office at 815-369-5552 with 
any questions. 

St. John’s Lutheran 
Church 

	St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Pearl City, will cel-
ebrate the sixth Sunday after 
Epiphany at worship on Sun-
day, Feb. 16 at 9 a.m.   There 
will be a Children’s Message 
during the service.

	Everyone is welcome to 
come play cards and domi-
noes on Thursday, Feb. 27 at 
1 p.m. and to play dominoes 
on Tuesday, March 4 at 9 a.m.

	All kids in grades K-5 are 
welcome to come to St. John’s 
in Pearl City on Wednesday, 
Feb. 19 from 3:15 p.m. to 5 
p.m. to be a part of the Kids 
Klub. All children in the Pearl 
City community are welcome 
to come. For more informa-
tion or to register your child, 
please contact Pastor Roger 
Bronkema at  rbronkema18@
gmail.com  or call 815-291-
6261.

	The February Grace Meal 
will be on Sunday, Feb. 16.  
The menu is chili, ham salad 
sandwich, potato chips, and 
chocolate pudding.   Reser-
vations are due in the church 
office by Thursday, Feb. 13.  
Meals can be picked up at the 
church on Feb. 16 between 
11 a.m. and 12 p.m.  If you 

are interested in donating to 
this ministry, reach out to the 
church office for more infor-
mation.	

	The next Men’s Breakfast 
will be on Wednesday, March. 
5 at 7:30 a.m. at the Beltline 
Restaurant in Freeport.  

	The Healthy Wolves group 
will be packing backpacks on 
Thursday, Feb. 13 at 3:15 p.m.  
If you are interested in donat-
ing to this ministry, reach out 
to the church office for more 
information.

	St. John’s Lutheran Church 
of Pearl City is an ELCA 
parish and is located at 229 
First St. in Pearl City.  We are 
handicapped accessible.   If 
you need to contact the pastor 
or church, you may call 815-
443-2215 for information.

Salem United Church 
of Christ

	All are welcome to join for 
a service led by Pastor Chris-
topher Ham at Salem United 
Church of Christ, 8491 West 
Salem Road, Lena, IL, ev-
ery Sunday at 10 a.m. Sun-
day School for children five 
years and older is held during 
church service, and nursery is 
available for children under 
five years.

	For more information on 
any Salem related items, you 
can contact 815-369-4511 
or ruth.dake@gmail.com.

Evangelical Free 
Church of Lena 

	The Evangelical Free 
Church of Lena welcomes 
an additional 
pastor on Feb. 
16, 2025. Jef-
frey DeLay 
will serve 
as Pastor of 
Worship and 
Pastoral Care. 
DeLay has 
an extensive 
background in sacred music 
and a deep heart for God’s 
Church. The Evangelical Free 
Church of Lena is delighted 
to welcome DeLay aboard the 
staff and invites the commu-
nity to his installation service 
on Feb. 16 at 10 a.m. with 
cake reception to follow.

Pastor Jeffrey 
DeLay

Church news

By Victoria Hansen
	With the first month of 2025 

complete I wanted to share the 
many ways that Illinois Farm 
Bureau served

our members. The Farm 
Bureau contributed to all four 
of Illinois’ policy submittals 
were approved by delegates at 
American Farm Bureau, the 
Federation’s national conven-
tion, including renewable ener-
gy and apiculture policies, the 
Everything Local Conference 
brought together more than 
700 attendees and 80 vendors 
for three days of networking, 
career development and help 
growing profit opportunities 
for the state’s specialty grow-
ers. The Illinois Farm Bureau 
Board of Directors approved 
the organization’s local, state 
and national

legislative priorities, includ-

ing estate tax reform, finalizing 
a five-year farm bill, new trade 
deals for farmers, and private 
property protection. The IAA 
Foundation supported agricul-
ture students by offering 120 
scholarships worth more than 
$210,000. To learn more about 
Illinois Farm Bureau visit 
www.ilfb.org.

Cubs vs Brewers Bus Trip
	Each year our Cubs vs 

Brewers bus trip is a member 
favorite. This year we are try-
ing something new. Tickets are 
now available by calling our of-
fice. To reserve your spot, you 
will need to pay for your tickets 
at the time of registration. As a 
first and ending March 7 tick-
ets sales will only be available 
for active Illinois Farm Bureau 
members. For more details 
view the attached flyer to this 

website or visit the “upcoming 
trips” tab at www.stephenson-
cfb.org.

Freeze Meal Fundraiser 
	Orders are now being ac-

cepted for Spring Freezer 
meals. Those who order will 
get 10 meals each serving four 
people. The menu includes 
Hickory Smoked Pulled Pork, 
Hickory Smoked Pulled Chick-
en, Pulled Pork, Mac N Cheese, 
Chicken and Biscuits, Smoked 
Meatloaf, Chicken Fajitas w/ 
Peppers and Onions, Cheesy 
Ham and Potatoes, Cowboy 
Baked Beans, Beef Mostaccio-
li, and Soup (flavor to be deter-
mined).

	Each set costs $190 if pay-
ing with cash or check and 
$195 if paying with credit card. 
Orders are due before Feb. 26 
at 12 p.m. with pickups taking 
place Monday, April 7 in Car-
roll County from 2 p.m. to 4 
p.m. and in Ogle County from 
3 p.m. to 5 p.m. To place an or-
der online visit www.carrollcfb.
org/events/

Illinois Farm Bureau 

announces new Farm 
Bureau Advantage 
Conference 

	Gain valuable insight and 
knowledge on emerging issues 
in agriculture during Illinois 
Farm Bureau’s first-ever Farm 
Bureau Advantage conference. 
The conference, held March 
14 through March 15 at the 
Embassy Suites in East Peoria, 
seeks to empower IFB mem-
bers through opportunities to 
learn, connect with experts and 
build new relationships.

	Attendees will hear five key-
note presentations from agri-
culture experts, political strate-
gists and motivational speakers, 
including Peter Zeihan, a geo-
political strategist and author. 
Other speakers include Eric 
Snodgrass, a principal atmo-
spheric scientist with Conduit 
Ag; Josh Sundquist, a Paralym-
pic ski racer, author and moti-
vational speaker; and represen-
tatives with Illinois Corn, Illi-
nois Soybean Association and 
the University of Illinois Center 
for Digital Agriculture. 

	The conference will open 
with an evening social event 

Stephenson and Carroll County Farm Bureau news
featuring a dueling piano show 
and opportunities to support the 
IAA Foundation. A hotel room 
block is available at the Embas-
sy Suites. For more informa-
tion or to register, visit: https://
www.ilfb.org/get-involved/
events/farm-bureau-advan-
tage-conference/.

Rules for the Road 
meeting 

	Save the for a March 11 
Rules for the Road meeting 

hosted by Whiteside County 
Farm Bureau. This meeting 
will begin at 8 a.m. at the Sauk 
Valley Community College 
Riverview Conference Center, 
Dixon IL. Learn more about 
CDL and Trucking Regulations 
to help you stay legal and safe 
when you hit the road. Regis-
tration opens on Feb. 1 and can 
be completed by reaching out 
to your county Farm Bureau 
Carroll, 815-244-3001 and Ste-
phenson 815-232-3186.
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Northwest Illinois Aerial Combat Memorial
If you have gone on Route 20 past Rafter’s during the past few weeks, you may have noticed that the F-4 jet that has been parked there for five years is gone.  It has been moved 
to its permanent home on West Main Street, (across the street from the historical water tower and American Legion Home) in Lena.  This being done is quite an accomplishment.  

The jet had to be secured from the GSA, moved here from New Mexico, prepared for painting, lettering and moving and mounting on the pylon that had to be manufactured. 
The NW Illinois Aerial Combat Memorial is not yet finished.  We still have pavers to be laid, landscaping, fencing, signage, lighting, and cement work for major things to be done. 

We are still fundraising to finish the project and are still selling pavers to honor or memorialize loved ones, places, events, etc. 
Questions can be addressed to:  jamcps54@yahoo.com or vpbergman@yahoo.com.  Contributions can be mailed to PO Box 290, Lena, IL  61048.  

Pavers can still be purchased at $150 each.  Donations and pavers can be paid for by check or Venmo.

Yes I want to purchase a brick! In the boxes provided, list individual names, family name 
or other wording. Leave a blank box between words.

- Use CAPITAL LETTERS ONLY!!
- Up to 14 characters per line (including spaces)
- Up to 6 lines of characters (large $150 brick)

CONTRIBUTORS

Name ______________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________

E-Mail ______________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________

City, State __________________________________________

Zip _________________________________________________

With this form is my contribution of $150 
for one 8” x 8” personalized brick

Please forward more information regarding 
donations to the Northwest Illinois F4 Jet 

Memorial Committee

Pay by 
Venmo by 
scanning 

code on right 
or send to:

Northwest Illinois F4 Memorial Committee, Memorial Park Bricks
P.O. Box 290, Lena, IL 61048

467429

ANGELA SCHULTZ PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

	 Cohen Weegens throws a pitch for the Lena-Winslow 
Panthers, during their 2024 baseball season 

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

	Lena-Winslow has be-
come a factory for develop-
ing future college athletes.  
Another Panther added his 
name to the list when Le-
na-Winslow senior, Cohen 
Weegens, committed to play-
ing baseball at the University 
of Dubuque last week.  Wee-
gens was a bit of a breakout 
player for the Panthers last 
season.  

	Coming into the year, Le-
Win head coach, Nick Wer-
hane, had pegged him as one 
of the key newcomers to the 
squad.  By the end of the 
season, Weegens was one of 
their most reliable hitters.  In 
a late season, 8-7 win over 

Pearl City, Weegens went 
one for three at the plate with 
a double and three runs bat-
ted in.  In the playoffs, and 
their final game of the sea-
son, Weegens was one for 
three with one run batted in. 

	Weegens wound up finish-
ing fourth on the team in runs 
batted in with 19.  He also 
became one of the team’s 
better pitchers.  In just under 
14 innings pitched, Weegens 
sported a 2.56 earned run av-
erage.  He also struck out 18 
batters in those innings. 

	Weegens is poised for a 
solid senior season, but he 
is pleased to know he will 
be able to continue his base-
ball career at the college lev-
el.  “It means a lot to know 

where I will go next year,” 
Weegens shared, following 
the commitment.  “Knowing 
I am going to a great school 
and program definitely lets 
me focus on and enjoy my 
senior season,” Weegens 
added. 

	Weegens has been look-
ing for the right opportunity 
at the next level, and it was 
easy for him to decide on the 
University of Dubuque.  “I 
chose UD because I was real-
ly impressed with their facil-
ities, as well as the great rep-
utation of Coach [Andrew] 
Redman and Coach [Dan] 
Spain,” Weegens shared.  

	Spain became the head 
coach of the UD Spartans in 
2024.  He inherited a good 

team, as the Spartans had set 
a school record, winning 29 
games in 2023.  The team 
went 24-18 in Spain’s first 
year as head coach.  It is safe 
to say, Weegens is joining a 
program that knows how to 
win. 

	“I would like to thank all 
my coaches and teammates 
for helping and pushing me 
to be the best version of 
myself.  I would also like 
to thank my family for al-
ways sacrificing their time 
to watch and support me 
throughout the years,”  Wee-
gens added after committing.  

	Le-Win baseball opens 
their 2025 season on March 
19, when they travel to take 
on the Erie Panthers.

Weegens to play baseball at University of Dubuque

Lena-Winslow boys basketball team wins three in a row
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

	Last week the Le-
na-Winslow Panthers boys 
basketball team had three 
games slated on their sched-
ule.  They were fresh off a 
frustrating home loss to the 
Dakota Indians just a few 
days prior.  That loss dropped 
the Panthers’ record to 14-8 
before last week’s games. 

	The Panthers opened the 
week with a home game 

against the Warren Warriors 
on Feb. 3.  While the Panthers 
were coming off a loss, War-
ren was riding a three-game 
winning streak ahead of their 
matchup.  

	The Panthers came out 
strong in front of their home 
crowd.  Koby Kearns has had 
some explosive quarters for 
Le-Win this year, and he did 
so again in the second quarter 
against Warren.  Kearns put 
up eight points in the quarter, 

including a successful and-
one opportunity and a three-
point shot.  Miles Mahon add-
ed seven points of his own in 
the second, including going 
three-for-three at the line. 

	Coming out of the half-
time break, the Panthers held 
a 36-28 lead.  A dominant 
third quarter allowed them 
to run away with this one as 
they outscored Warren 21-7. 
In the end, the Panthers had 
five players in double figures 

as they beat Warren 73-50. 
Mahon led the way with 17 
points, while Jaylen Rakows-
ka was next up with 15.  Ke-
arns and Aiden Wild each fin-
ished with 12.  Michael Mow-
ery added 11 in the victory. 

	 Three days later, the Pan-
thers were back on their home 
court.  They played host to 
the Orangeville Broncos on 
Thursday, Feb. 6.  Orangeville 

See wins, Page 8
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 Alaina Dinderman (Snappy Snazzers) wins the Dairy Showman of Showman class. 
Youth in Stephenson County exhibited 4-H projects this past month at various shows 
held out at the Stephenson County Fairgrounds and at the Stephenson County Farm 
Bureau. For more photos, see inside.

Panthers building 
back in hopes 
of another 
postseason run
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 Excluding the 2020 Covid 
year, the Lena-Winslow Pan-
thers have won three consec-
utive Illinois Class 1A State 
Football Titles.  Although the 
Panthers lost a majority of last 
year’s squad, many believe Le-
Win has what it takes to make 
another deep postseason run. 

 “We lost 10 starters on de-
fense and eight starters on of-
fense,” Lena-Winslow head 
coach Ric Arand shared just 
before practice for the 2023 
season started.  Arand is enter-
ing his 27th season as the Pan-
thers’ head coach.  The expe-
rienced instructor will have to 
find a way to take a roster filled 
mostly with new faces and help 
them reach their full potential 
once again.  

 If anyone is capable of do-
ing that, it’s Arand.  Through 
26 years, Arand holds a career 
record of 234-66.  More than 
Arand, the Panther-Strong pro-
gram has set the standard for 
winning across Illinois High 
School Football.  Not only 
have they captured three con-
secutive titles, but six in total.  
The Panthers have stamped 
their name in the Illinois histo-
ry books and this 2023 squad is 
hoping to do much of the same. 

 Despite losing so many to 
graduation, the Panthers still 
return some familiar names 

this season.  Gage Dunker 
gets plenty of action as he re-
turns as an outside lineback-
er on defense and the team’s 
fullback on offense.  Dunker, 
the younger brother of Gen-
nings Dunker, who is now on 
the Iowa Hawkeyes, looks to 
lead the way for the Panthers.  
Dunker will have some famil-
iar faces blocking ahead of him 
as the Panthers return two start-
ing offensive linemen.  Odin 
Stabenow and Tanner Kempel 
will look to hold things down 
on the edge as the Panthers’ of-
fensive tackles.  

 Outside of that, howev-
er, Le-Win is going to have a 
plethora of new faces on the 
field in 2023.  “We need a lot 
of guys to step up and ma-
ture quickly to be successful,” 
Arand shared. 

 The Panthers will have 
to replace a number of guys 
along the line of scrimmage.  
Luke Kempel, Luke Staben-
ow, Brady Aurand, and Alex 
Packard will all be playing 
on the offensive and defen-
sive line.  Mason Spidahl and 
Quinn Rodebaugh will both 
get opportunities at tight end 
and defensive end as well.  Ca-
sey Klever also lines up at tight 
end on offense, but he’s off the 
line on the defensive side as an 
outside linebacker.  

SUBmITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Stephenson County 4-H Fair winner See PantherS, Page 6
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Panthers fall to Pearl City on senior night
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

	The Lena-Winslow Pan-
thers hosted senior night for 
the 2024-2025 girls basket-
ball season on Friday, Feb. 7. 
The Pearl City Wolves made 
the short trip to Lena to take 
on the Panthers in the game. 

	This year’s Panther squad 
has four seniors on the ros-
ter. Rachael Setterstrom, 
Ava Vlasin, Alyssa Daugh-
enbaugh, and Shayleigh Al-
bright. They have all devoted 
years of their athletic careers 
to the Lena-Winslow basket-
ball program. The Le-Win 
community gathered to pack 
the Panther den and celebrate 
their seniors last week.

	Le-Win had their work cut 
out for them with the Wolves 
coming to town on senior 
night. Back in January, the 
Panthers went to Pearl City 
and lost by a score of 50-44. 
At that time, the Panthers 

were coming off a devastating 
loss to the number one team 
in 1A girls basketball in the 
Pecatonica Indians. Fittingly, 
the same could be said about 
Le-Win’s second meeting 
with Pearl City. 

	Just before hosting senior 
night, the Panthers suffered a 
brutal 57-19 loss to Pecaton-
ica, their second of the year. 
Both times the 2024-2025 
Panthers faced off with the 
Wolves, they were coming off 
their worst loss of the season. 
In order to defeat the Wolves, 
Le-Win would have to quick-
ly bounce back from demor-
alizing defeat.

	Early on, it looked like Le-
Win had done just that. The 
Panthers couldn’t have asked 
for a much better start in front 
of their home crowd. Aubrey 
Rodebaugh had the hot hand 
early as a trio of baskets led 
her to six first quarter points. 
Setterstrom added four points 

of her own as the Panthers 
jumped out to an early lead.

	Pearl City hung around 
thanks to the efforts of Fal-
lyn Endress who put up seven 
first quarter points. Makenzie 
Ihus hit an early three-point-
er as she added five points of 
her own. After one quarter 
played, the Panthers held a 
20-16 lead over the Wolves.

	Things only got better for 
Le-Win in the second quar-
ter. The Panthers combined 
for a trio of three-pointers 
in the quarter, two of which 
came from Vlasin. Le-Win 
outscored Pearl City 15-9 in 
the second, allowing them to 
take a big 36-25 lead into the 
break.

	Facing a big deficit, the 
Wolves came out in the sec-
ond half with a new plan. 
They looked to erase the gap 
from three-point range, and 
they did just that. Kendra 
Kuhlemeier sunk three third 

quarter three-pointers to help 
spark the comeback.

	Le-Win still managed their 
own success from deep. Vla-
sin and Lila Grindey each hit 
third quarter threes, helping 
the Panthers maintain their 
lead. Still, the Wolves had cut 
the deficit, as Le-Win took a 
53-46 lead into the fourth.

	Both teams lived and died 
from three-point range in the 
second half. Le-Win hit two 
more three-pointers in the 

fourth, giving them four in 
the second half. Pearl City 
flourished from range. The 
Wolves combined for seven 
second half threes. Kuhle-
meier remained hot with two 
more threes in the fourth. 
Danica Stager added a pair of 
threes of her own in the final 
quarter.

	It was the perfect recipe 
for success for the Wolves. 
After facing a double dig-
it deficit at the break, the 

Wolves shot their way back 
for a 66-63 victory over Le-
Win. Pearl City combined for 
nine threes in the game, five 
of which came from Kuhle-
meier. Endress led the Wolves 
in scoring with 16 points. 
Kuhlemeier was right behind 
her with 15, and Stager added 
10 in the win. Le-Win was led 
by Rodebaugh, who finished 
with 19. Vlasin added 14 and 
Grindey had 11 for the Pan-
thers.

Lena American Legion Auxiliary held Pie 
Baking Contest and Soup Tasting Fundraiser

	The 13th District of the 
American Legion Auxiliary 
held their annual Pie Baking 
and Soup Tasting Fundraiser 
in Lena, IL. The winner of 
the Pie Baking Contest, held 

on Saturday, Feb. 1, was 
Amy Mulliken from Shull-
sburg, with her peach pie.  
Debbie Gierke, from Shulls-
burg, WI, took second place 
with her  rhubarb, straw-

berry, and raspberry pie.  
Third Place went to Marsha 
Tessendorf from Lena, IL 
with her rhubarb pie.   Judg-
es were Marlee Andrews, 
Bob Buss, and Joy Gerbode. 
There were 13 pies entries in 
total.

	The Soup Tasting was 
held on Sunday, Feb. 2 with 
22 different soups. Vot-
ed best soups were Bonnie 
Campbell with her Chili, 
Lillian Seffrood with her 
Swamp Soup, Karen Hell-
er with her One-Pot Cheese 
Steak Soup w/Bacon, Aman-
da Akins with her Vegetable 
Beef Soup, and Carol Buss 
with her Cauliflower Sau-
sage Soup. Thank you to all 
who participated and helped 
with the fundraiser. 

•	Wins   (Continued from page 7)
has struggled this year, and they 
came to Lena with an overall 
record of just 2-23. 

	It didn’t take long for the 
Panthers to separate themselves 
from the Broncos.  By halftime, 
Le-Win already held a 37-10 
lead over Orangeville.  The 
Broncos scored just two points 
in the second quarter. 

	The Panthers scored 21 
second quarter points on their 
end.  Rakowska blew up for 12 
points in the quarter, including 
a pair of three-pointers.  Ra-
kowska finished the day with 
19 points, which led all scor-
ers.  Mahon was next up with 
10 points.  Le-Win didn’t have 
anyone else in double figures, 
but they did have 12 total play-
ers register a basket as they 
beat the Broncos 72-21.  Or-
angeville was led in scoring by 
Boden Gustafson, who finished 
with six points. 

	The Panthers capped off 
their week with a weekend 
matchup against the Stockton 
Blackhawks.  On Saturday, 
Feb. 8, Le-Win made the short 
trip to Stockton to take on the 
Blackhawks.  Stockton has had 
their own share of struggles 
throughout the year, as they 
came into the game with a re-
cord of 6-17. 

	The Blackhawks would suf-
fer their eighteenth loss of the 
season in front of their home 
crowd that day.  The Panthers 
were bolstered by a quick 
start, led by an eight-point first 
quarter from Wild.  Kearns 
and Luke Madigan each hit 
three-pointers in the opening 
quarter as well. 

	Le-Win continued to have 
impressive individual perfor-
mances in the second quarter.  
This time, it was Mowery who 
couldn’t be stopped.  Mowery 

put up 10 points in the second 
quarter as he helped the Pan-
thers take a 33-16 lead into the 
break. 

	With the big lead, perhaps 
the Panthers let off the gas too 
soon.  Stockton came out and 
dominated the third quarter, 
outscoring Le-Win 15-8.  The 
Panthers would respond by 
scoring 16 in the fourth, how-
ever, as they went on to win 57-
34. 

	Mowery led the Panthers in 
scoring with 17 points.  Wild 
was next up with 13, and Ke-
arns added 10 in the victory. 

	Le-Win improved to 17-8 on 
the season with the win.  This 
week, the Panthers are on the 
road.  On Friday, Feb. 14 Le-
Win travels to take on the Pearl 
City Wolves.  Last time they 
faced off, Pearl City won by a 
score of 71-63.  That game is 
set to tip off at 6:45 p.m. 



Wednesday, Feb.12, 2025       THE SCOOP TODAY / SHOPPER’S GUIDE       Page 9

10% OFF

Dr. Stephen Petras
815-947-3700

Give yourself the confidence of a great smile
with invisalign® clear aligners

Stockton Dental Center
120 West Front Ave | Stockton, IL 61085

450746

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

	 Highland Community College recently recognized Ma-
donna Keeney, Jackie Schultz, Stacey Benkert and Kar-
la Giuffre for their outstanding contributions as faculty 
and staff members.  Pictured is Stacey Benkert. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

	 Karla Giuffre

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

	 Jackie Schultz

Highland Community 
College recognized four out-
standing colleagues at its 
spring semester kickoff with 
the 2024 Opel and Excel-
lence Awards. The Excellence 
Awards recognize employ-
ees for demonstrating work 
quality, creativity, honesty, 
integrity, self-development 
and excellence in their pro-
fessional relationships. The 
Opel Award is named after 
Don Opel, who helped estab-
lish the Highland Community 
College Foundation. It recog-
nizes the  outstanding  effort 
and commitment of an em-
ployee who goes “above and 
beyond” to support the Col-
lege while contributing to a 
positive environment.

	A committee made up of 
award recipients from the 
previous two years select-
ed winners in the following 
categories: Administrative/
Professional Excellence, Part-
Time Employee Excellence, 
Classified Excellence and the 
Opel Award.

	Madonna Keeney 
(Winslow) — Administra-
tive/Professional Excellence 
Award: As bookstore manag-
er, Keeney is credited for her 
exemplary organizational and 
customer service skills, ensur-
ing instructors and students 
can access the highest quali-
ty educational materials and 
products. She demonstrates 
respect, courtesy and kind-

ness and is highly valued by 
her staff and student workers.

	Jackie Schultz (German 
Valley) — Part-Time Employ-
ee Excellence Award: Schultz 
is an administrative assistant 
for Lifelong Learning.  She 
manages a substantial amount 
of work details and performs 
a wide range of duties while 
providing excellent service 
and communication to her 
customers. She recognizes 
that everyone, whether inter-
nal or external to Highland, is 
her customer.

	Stacey Benkert (Freeport) 
— Classified Excellence 
Award: Benkert is a student 
accounts coordinator who 
tirelessly pursues improve-
ments in student-facing pro-
cesses through education and 
technology. She is an efficient 
and reliable team player who 
investigates and simplifies 
complicated issues, gathers 
feedback and implements 
helpful changes.

	Karla Giuffre (Freeport) — 
Opel Award: Giuffre is a biol-
ogy instructor who is also an 
active co-advisor and recruit-
er for Women+ in Science and 
Student Senate. Outside of her 
normal classes and labs, she 
provides extensive support 
to her students. She ensures 
they have the resources and 
understanding they need to be 
successful in her classroom, 
even when it requires hours of 
work outside of it.

Highland honors faculty and staff 
with Opel and Excellence Awards

Free wellness 
event for seniors 

	The Senior Resource 
Center, in partnership with 
Fitness Lifestyles, is excit-
ed to host a  Senior Wellness 
Event on Wednesday, Feb.19, 
at 1 p.m.  at the Senior Re-
source Center. This special 
event is designed to help older 
adults improve their stability, 
flexibility, and overall health 
through expert guidance, as-
sessments, and interactive 
demonstrations.

	At the event, Fitness Life-
styles staff  will offer free 
balance screenings and as-
sessments to improve stability 
and prevent falls  Free  mini 
chair massages from licensed 
massage therapists  Personal 
training interactive demos  to 
enhance strength, flexibility, 
and overall fitness Interactive 
exercise demonstrations  fea-
turing Silver Sneakers Cir-
cuit, Strength and Tone, Chair 
Yoga, and more.

	In addition,  Fitness Life-
styles General Manager Laura 
Kreiger  will discuss  free and 
discounted membership op-
tions for seniors  and provide 
informational handouts about 
services available at Fitness 
Lifestyles. Space is limited.  

Call 815-235-9777 to reserve 
a spot. For more information 
about the Senior Resource 
Center and its services, visit 
www.seniorresourcecenter.
net.

Illinois’ business is YOUR business

Brought to you by your newspaper and the Illinois Press Association

451416
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Game Page

Sudoku 
Fun by the Numbers

	 Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the 
moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and 
put your sudoku savvy to the test! Here’s How It 
Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, 
the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column 
and box. Each number can appear only once in each 
row, column and box. You can figure out the order in 
which the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The more 
numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the 
puzzle!

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Racquet sport group (abbr.)
  4. Norse god of thunder
  8. Russian industrial city
 10. What’s good for the __
 11. Round-ish shape
 12. Baltimore MLBer
 13. French modernist painter
 15. Burned with water
 16. Intestinal issue
 17. Take the lead
 18. Prove oneself worthy
 21. None
 22. Tax collector
 23. Swiss river
 24. Gymnast Raisman
 25. Baby’s dining accessory
 26. Canadian beer distributor
 27. Iconic American tourist 
destination
 34. More expansive
 35. Alert
 36. Popular boots Doc __
 37. Showings
 38. Conclusion
 39. Share a common boundary
 40. Shooting sport
 41. Popular side dish
 42. Global energy firm
 43. Chronicles (abbr.)
 
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Type of bomb
  2. Polynesian island country
  3. Heavenly body
  4. Hard workers
  5. Covered
  6. Johns Hopkins Hospital 
founder
  7. Plant of the grass family
  9. Island person of the Bering 

Sea
 10. Storehouse
 12. Scarlet-flowered desert 
shrub
 14. A pituitary hormone 
 15. Female sibling
 17. Monetary unit of 
Afghanistan
 19. Empowering
 20. Space station
 23. Disorder
 24. State of fuss

 25. Footwear for babies
 26. Nuclear reactor (abbr.)
 27. Droves
 28. Affirmative
 29. Male parent
 30. Utter obscenities
 31. Type of verse
 32. Unpleasant person
 33. One who settles down
 34. Founder of source-based 
history
 36. A way to snarl

Answers on page 14
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Lawmakers introduce bills to punish sexual assault in schools, end fossil fuel investments
Bills are among 
more than 2,000 
filed last month
By Ben Szalinski, Jade 
Aubrey and UIS Public 
Affairs Reporting

Republican lawmakers put 
forward a proposal to expel 
students who sexually assault 
another student at school.

Current Illinois law has no 
provisions requiring schools 
to expel a student who com-
mits sexual violence or as-
sault against another student 
at school. However, the law 
says that if a student brings 
firearms, knives, brass knuck-
les, or any other weapon that 
can be used to cause bodily 
harm into a school, they must 
be expelled for at least a year.

Sen. Steve McClure, 
R-Springfield, said the goal 
of Senate Bill 98 is to force 
schools to confront and deal 
with issues of sexual assault 
at a school or any activity or 
event related to a school.

He said this issue was 
brought to his attention when 
he caught wind of an incident 
that involved a 10-year-old 
girl in Taylorville.

The girl’s mother, Ashley 
Peden, spoke alongside Mc-
Clure at a Capitol news con-
ference on Wednesday in sup-
port of the bill. Peden, who is 
a teacher in Springfield, said 
the way that the Taylorville 
school district handled the 
assault against her daughter 
caused her to rethink her de-
cision to be a teacher.

“The lack for safety of all 
students has been a concern of 
mine from the very beginning, 
so much that at one point I 
was asked, ‘are you worried 
about your daughter or the 
other students,’” she said. “To 
which I quickly replied, ‘I’m 
worried about every single 
one of them, aren’t you?’”

Peden said that between late 
January and early February 
2024, her 10-year-old daugh-
ter was sexually assaulted by 
an older student who was 14 
years old on their school bus 
and at their bus stop. The as-
saults increased in severity 
every day until the final as-
sault, where her daughter was 
chased from her bus stop and 
raped.

After reporting the incident, 
Peden said she obtained an 
emergency order of protection 
for her daughter and brought 
it to the principal of Taylor-
ville Junior High School, who 
made a “safety plan” for her 
daughter. Peden said the plan 
prohibited the accused student 
from coming into contact with 
her daughter at school, which 
the order of protection already 
called for.

“This safety plan was 
shared with the bus compa-
ny, my daughter’s fifth grade 
teacher and office staff,” 
Peden said. “No one else 

knew of the assaults. No one 
else knew of the safety plan.”

“As an educator myself, I 
have been a part of a situa-
tion where all staff needed to 
know about something about 
a student. It was as simple as 
an email saying, ‘Student A 
should not be in the presence 
of Student B, we need to keep 
them apart.’ I asked for it to 
be just as generic as that, and 
I was not granted that,” she 
said.

Peden said after sever-
al meetings with the school 
board and multiple court 
orders, the student was re-
moved from her daughter’s 
school and sent to an alterna-
tive school for the rest of the 
spring semester. However, in 
August, she received a phone 
call about the student’s reen-
try into her daughter’s school 
and again asked the school to 
remove the student.

“We have laws where a 
student gets expelled for 
bringing a weapon on school 
grounds, but what about cases 
like this, when the student’s 
body is the weapon?” Peden 
said. “This boy continuously 
brought his weapon to school 
on the bus and to the bus stop. 
This is not acceptable. This is 
not ensuring safety for all stu-
dents.”

McClure said the bill is 
aimed at stopping schools 
from sweeping issues of sexu-
al assault under the rug.

“What’s happening right 
now is silence in these 
schools,” McClure said. “Be-
cause they’re not telling the 
parents in some cases, and 
other students aren’t even 
aware of what’s happening. 
That’s a danger to them as 
well.”

Rep. C.D. Davidsmeyer, 
R-Murrayville, filed an iden-
tical bill in the House. He 
said this issue needs to be ad-
dressed in schools across the 
state.

“It’s not punishment for 
the individual who commit-
ted the crime,” he said. “It’s 
to protect all of our kids and 
to ensure that the people who 
committed the crimes get the 
help that they need.”

Divesting pensions 
from fossil fuels

Some Illinois Democrats 
are pushing the General As-
sembly to pass legislation 
that would require the state’s 
five pension systems to divest 
from fossil fuel companies.

Under Senate Bill 130, the 
pension systems for legisla-
tors, state employees, univer-
sity employees, teachers and 
judges would be prohibited 
from investing in any fossil 
fuel companies or their affil-
iates. Pension systems would 
be required to complete di-
vestment in fossil fuel com-
panies by 2030 but would be 
prohibited from making any 
new investments in them once 

the bill is signed by the gov-
ernor.

Fossil fuel companies cov-
ered under the legislation in-
clude subsidiaries, affiliates 
and parent companies of 200 
publicly traded companies 
with the largest fuel reserves 
in the world, the 30 largest 
public companies owning 
coal-fired power plants and 
any company with fossil fuel 
operations at the core of its 
business.

Supporters of the bill said 
it is important Illinois not fi-
nancially support fossil fuel 
companies as the state moves 

toward clean energy goals. 
Those goals include requir-
ing coal and gas power plants 
close by 2045.

“It is really imperative for 
the state pension funds to be 
more mindful and aligned 
with the Climate and Equita-
ble Jobs Act that we made a 
commitment to, and this will 
align with that,” bill sponsor 
Sen. Adriane Johnson, D-Buf-
falo Grove, said at a news 
conference.

Rep. Will Guzzardi, D-Chi-
cago, a budget leader in the 
House, said he believes di-
vesting from fossil fuel com-

panies will ultimately lead to 
better investment outcomes 
for pension systems as law-
makers search for ways to 
improve pension liabilities. 
Illinois has a $143.7 billion 
unfunded pension liability, 
according to the Commission 
on Government Forecasting 
and Accountability.

“Divesting our pension 
funds from fossil fuels will 
increase returns in the long 
run,” Guzzardi said. “Not only 
is it aligned with our goals on 
climate, but it is aligned with 
our goals on guaranteeing a 
safe retirement for all public 

employees.”
Fossil fuel investments 

underperform other types of 
investments, according to 
Guzzardi. A University of 
Waterloo study found Ameri-
can pension funds would see 
greater investment returns 
without investments in the en-
ergy sector.

It’s not clear how much of 
Illinois’ pensions are invest-
ed in fossil fuel companies, 
Guzzardi said, which is why 
lawmakers are using the bill 
to ask the pension systems to 
disclose their investments in 
fossil fuels.
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who have sent a donation to 
help underwrite the Scoop 

Today/Shopper’s Guide. For 
those of you who haven’t 

done so in the past year, but 
enjoy this newspaper and 

would like to help us pay for 
its operation, please send a 
donation in any amount to:

c/oRock Valley Publishing, 1102 Ann St., Delavan, WI 53115
If you thInk youR nEWSPAPER IS WoRth

50¢ an issue, it would be $26.00; 75¢ an issue - $39.00 
or $1 an issue - $52.00

You won’t get a Scoop/Shopper’s Guide tote bag, an Apple gift card, or a 
discount on an extended car warranty. But you will get the satisfaction of 

knowing that you have helped support your favorite newspaper.

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

Phone______________________________

__ Please keep my
     paper coming: 453719

the Scoop Today Shopper’s Guide
READERS

Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE, rvpnews.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

392651

From Lena’s Kitchen

	The Super Bowl has been 
played, and everyone who had 
a great spread is recovered.  
Now we move on to the sec-
ond big February event, Val-
entine’s Day.  There are some 
good recipes this week to help 
celebrate.  Have a great week 
cooking!

So Very Berry Brie
	This appetizer is a pretty 

one for a Valentine’s Day din-
ner.  You can also use it for a 
holiday dinner too.  The use of 
the berries makes for a tasty 
addition to the Brie cheese.

½ C. sugar
2 T. water
½ C. fresh or frozen rasp-

berries, thawed

½ C. fresh or frozen blue-
berries, thawed

½ C. fresh or frozen black-
berries, thawed

1 T. cornstarch
2 T. cold water
1 round (8 oz.) Brie cheese, 

halved horizontally
Pita Chips or bagel chips
	Preheat oven to 400.  In a 

small saucepan, heat sugar 
and water until sugar is dis-
solved.  Add berries.  Bring to 
a boil.  Reduce heat; simmer, 
uncovered, for 3 minutes.  
Combine cornstarch and cold 
water in a small bowl until 
smooth; gradually stir into the 
pan.  Bring to a boil.  Cook 
and stir for 2 minutes or until 
thickened.  Remove from the 
heat; let stand for 10 minutes.

	Place bottom half of cheese 
in a small ungreased cast iron 
pan or ovenproof skillet; 
pour ½ C. berry mixture over 
cheese.  Top with remaining 
cheese and berry mixture.  
Bake, uncovered at 400 until 
cheese is softened, 8 to 10 
minutes.  Serve with chips.

Cranberry-Raspberry 
Jell-O Salad

	This Jell-O Salad makes 
a great side for a Valentine’s 
Day dinner or a Sunday spe-
cial dinner.  It is beautiful in a 
glass bowl and tasty too.

1 pkg. raspberry Jell-O
1 can whole cranberries
½ C. pecans
1 C. sour cream
1 C. boiling water
	Combine boiling water and 

canned cranberries with rasp-
berry Jell-O and mix well.  
Place in a glass serving bowl.  
When the Jell-O is partly set, 
fold in pecans and sour cream.  

Lobster Wellington
	I have never included a 

lobster recipe in any of my 
columns, but someone asked 
me to find one.  This one is 
for a lobster tail encased in 
pastry.  It also includes spin-
ach, so you have the vegetable 
included.  Someone will want 
to know if you can substitute 
imitation lobster for the lob-
ster tail.  Everything I have 

read says you can.  However, 
you won’t have the wonderful 
taste of lobster.  If you want 
to make something really spe-
cial, try this recipe for “Heart 
Day”!

Four 8 oz. raw lobster tails 
in the shell, thawed if frozen

6 T. unsalted butter
1 pkg. (10 oz.) chopped 

spinach, thawed and squeezed 
dry

2 cloves garlic, finely 
chopped

1 t. lemon zest
½ lemon cut into wedges
Salt and pepper
1 pkg. (4 oz.) sliced mush-

rooms
2 t. chopped fresh thyme
2 sheets puff pastry, thawed
1 egg, beaten
	Preheat oven to 425.  Bring 

a small pot of water to boil.  
Put the lobster tails in large 
heat safe bowl; pour in boil-
ing water to cover and let sit 
until the shells just begin to 
turn orange, about 4 minutes 
.  Use kitchen shears to cut the 
shells and remove the shells 
from the meat.  Insert a wood-
en skewer lengthwise through 
each so that the lobster stays 
flat and does not curl up while 
finishing cooking.  Set tails 
aside.

	Microwave 4 T. butter in 
a medium microwave bowl 
in 30 second intervals until 
melted, about 1 minute.  Stir 
in spinach, garlic, lemon 
zest, a pinch of salt, and 1/8 
t. pepper.  Set aside.  Melt re-
maining 2 T. butter in a me-
dium nonstick skillet over 
medium-high heat.  Add the 
mushrooms, thyme, a pinch 
of salt and 1/8 t. pepper and 
cook, stirring occasionally, 
until the mushrooms are soft 
and starting to turn brown in 
spots, about 5 minutes.

	Roll each puff pastry sheet 
into an 11-inch square; spread 
half of the spinach mixture on 
each puff pastry sheet with 

half of the mushrooms.  Cut 
each sheet in half, making 4 
rectangles.  Place a lobster 
tail on one end of each rect-
angle, parallel with the short 
side.  Roll the pastry pieces 
around the lobster and trans-
fer to a wire rack on a baking 
sheet.  Brush the pastry with 
beaten egg.  Bake until deep 
golden brown, 20 to 25 min-
utes.  Remove the skewers; 
slice widthwise into pieces 
and serve with lemon wedges.

Chicken and Swiss 
Stuffing Bake

	If you can’t afford the lob-
ster or are too afraid to try 
cooking it, this easy chicken 
recipe will be a great main 
course for Valentine’s Day.  It 
is easy to put together and will 
make a great entrée.

1 can cream of mushroom 
soup

1 C. 2% milk
2 pkg. (6 oz.) stuffing mix
2 C. cubed cooked chicken 

breast
2 C. fresh broccoli florets, 

cooked
2 celery ribs, finely chopped
1½ C. shredded Swiss 

cheese, divided
	Preheat oven to 375.  In a 

large bowl, combine the soup 
and milk until blended.  Add 
the stuffing mix with contents 
of seasoning packet, chick-
en, broccoli, celery and 1 C. 
cheese.  Transfer to a greased 
9x13 baking dish.  Bake un-
covered at 375 for 20 min-
utes or until heated through.  
Sprinkle with remaining 
cheese; bake 5 minutes longer 
until cheese is melted.

Strawberry Cream 
Cake

	This extra special dessert 
will be the “wow” factor for 
your Valentine’s Day celebra-
tion.  It takes a little time and 

effort but is a beautiful cake 
to serve for the special ones in 
your life.

6 eggs, separated
1½ C. sugar, divided
3 T. lemon juice
3 T. canola oil
2 T. water
1¾ C. flour
½ t. salt
2 C. heavy whipping cream
½ C. powdered sugar
½ t. vanilla
3 C. sliced fresh strawber-

ries
2 C. whole fresh strawber-

ries
	Place egg whites in large 

bowl and let stand at room 
temperature for 30 minutes.  
In another bowl, beat egg 
yolks until slightly thickened.  
Gradually add ¾ C. sugar, 
beating until thick and lemon 
colored.  Beat in the lemon 
juice, oil and water.  In an-
other bowl, combine the flour 
and salt; add to yolk mixture.  

	Beat egg whites on me-
dium speed until soft peaks 
form.  Fold a fourth of the egg 
whites into the batter, then fold 
in remaining whites.  Gently 
spoon into an ungreased 10-
inch tube pan.  Cut through 
batter with a knife to remove 
air pockets.  Bake on the low-
est oven rack at 325 for 35 to 
40 minutes or until the cake 
springs back when lightly 
touched.  Immediately invert 
pan; cool completely, about 
an hour.

	In a large bowl, beat cream 
until it begins to thicken.  Add 
the powdered sugar and va-
nilla; beat until stiff peaks 
form.  Run a knife around the 
sides and center tube of pan; 
remove cake onto a cutting 
board.  Cut into three horizon-
tal layers.  Place one layer on 
a serving plate; top with some 
of the whipped cream and 
sliced strawberries.  Repeat.  

See kitchen, Page 13

The not so skinny cook
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Service 
Corner

The Scoop Today 
& Shopper’s 

Guide

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

Nick Judge • 815-990-8937
www.sixpointservices.com

Residential and 
Commercial

Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning

Window Washing
Holiday Lighting

Fully insured
413671

DeVoe 
License 
& Title 
Service

Call for Appointment
Mon-Fri 

10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Saturday

10 a.m. - noon

216 W. Main • Lena
815-369-5549

368916

385630

240 W. Main St., Suite C • Lena, IL
Call for a quote • 815-369-4747

PRICE • COVERAGE • SERVICE

Gretchen
Rackow

Joe
Werhane

• Auto • Motorcycle • Boat • 

• Snowmobile • RV •

• Home • Renters • 

• Condo • Rented Dwelling •  

• Mobile Home •

• Business • Farm • Life • 

www.bussianinsurance.com

10240 N. Old Mill Rd.
McConnell, IL 61050

815-541-3348
heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

467528

2025 Models are starting to arrive!
Get a jump start on spring.

Save Big
$$$$
on 

remaining
in stock

snow 
blowers

Rose 
Handyman 

Service
We Do
It All

No job too small

815-990-0095

462286

467844

Top with remaining cake lay-
er; spread remaining whipped 
cream over top and sides of 
cake.  Arrange remaining 
sliced berries on sides of cake.  
Cut whole berries in half. Ar-
range on cake top.  Store in 
the refrigerator.  

Red Velvet Cinnamon 
Rolls

	This tasty recipe uses a 
cake mix along with flour and 
yeast to make some beauti-
ful cinnamon rolls.  If you 
are celebrating Valentine’s 
Day on the weekend with a 
brunch, this pastry will be 
beautiful and delicious.

1 pkg. red velvet cake mix
2½ to 3 C. flour
1 pkg. (1/4 oz.) active dry 

yeast
1¼ C. warm water (110 to 

115 degrees)
½ C. packed brown sugar
1 t. cinnamon
¼ C. butter, melted
Icing:
2 C. powdered sugar
2 T. butter, softened
1 t. vanilla
3 to 5 T. 2% milk
	Combine the cake mix, 1 

C. flour and yeast in a mixer.  
Add water; beat on medium 
speed for 2 minutes.  Stir in 
enough remaining flour to 
form a soft dough (dough 
will be sticky).  Turn onto a 
lightly floured surface; kneed 
gently 6 to 8 times.  Place in 
a greased bowl, turning once 
to grease the top.  Cover and 
let rise in a warm place until 
doubled in size, about 2 hours.  
In another bowl, mix brown 
sugar and cinnamon.

	Punch down dough.  Turn 
onto a lightly floured surface; 
roll dough into an 18x10 inch 
rectangle.  Brush with melt-
ed butter to within ¼ inch of 
edges; sprinkle with brown 
sugar mixture.  Roll up jel-
ly roll style starting with a 
long side; pinch seam to seal.  
Cut crosswise into 12 slices.  
Place cut sides up in a greased 
8x13 baking pan.  Cover with 
a kitchen towel; let rise in a 

warm place until almost dou-
bled, about 1 hour.  

	Preheat oven to 350.  Bake 
until puffed and light brown, 
15 to 20 minutes.  Cool slight-
ly.  Beat powdered sugar, but-
ter, vanilla and enough milk to 
reach a drizzling consistency.  
Drizzle icing over warm rolls.

Final Thoughts
	Two weeks ago, I attended 

two great events that were of-
fered in our area.  On Saturday 
I saw the One Book presenta-
tion by the Freeport Library 
of Dandelion Wine.  It was a 
Reader’s Theater production 
at the Winneshiek Theater in 
Freeport.  It was free admis-
sion where they served dande-
lion wine, dandelion cookies, 
and a great performance.  You 
can still participate by check-
ing with the Freeport Public 
Library for books and events 
in the month of February.  

	On Sunday, the Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary Dis-
trict sponsored a soup tasting 
event.  They served 15 differ-
ent soups and had pie from 
their pie baking contest.  It 
was a tasty event that they 
should be proud to have put 
on.  It was part of the Winter-
fest weekend.  

	This next weekend raps up 
another Valentine’s Day.  Last 
week I mentioned that Lena 
has beautiful gifts in many 
stores and great specials for 
eating out.  Hopefully you can 
support these businesses who 
work so hard for our commu-
nity.  Have a great week cook-
ing something good for the 
special people in your lives.

	There are only a few weeks 
left in February.  We are still 
searching for recipes for Feb-
ruary (and February means 
red), so send some favorites 
our way.  We would love to 
feature some soup recipes.  If 
you find some recipes to share, 
you can contact us by email or 
by mail at From Lena’s Kitch-
ens, The Shopper’s Guide at 
Rock Valley Publishing, 1102 
Ann St., Delavan, WI 53115.  
Have a great week.

•	Kitchen   (Continued from page 12)

By Peter Hancock
Capitol news Illinois

The Illinois State Board of 
Education is encouraging lo-
cal school districts to adopt 
clear policies spelling out how 
and when their staff should 
cooperate with federal immi-
gration officials carrying out 
enforcement actions or seek-
ing information from school 
officials.

The “non-regulatory guid-
ance” on immigration en-
forcement actions was issued 
Wednesday, Jan. 22, two days 
after President Donald Trump 
was inaugurated for his sec-
ond term in the White House.

Almost immediately after 
the inauguration, Trump’s 
new head of the Department 
of Homeland Security, act-
ing Secretary Benjamine 
Huffman, rescinded a Biden 
administration policy that 
had limited immigration en-
forcement actions in or near 
“sensitive locations” such as 
schools, playgrounds, child 
care centers and school bus 
stops.

“All children in the United 
States are entitled to equal ac-
cess to a basic public elemen-
tary and secondary education, 
regardless of their actual or 
perceived immigration status, 

Illinois schools prepare for immigration enforcement
State board issues guidance after Trump rescinds Biden-era policy limiting actions in ‘sensitive locations’

or the status of their parents/
guardians,” State Superinten-
dent of Education Tony Sand-
ers said in his weekly message 
posted on the ISBE website.

Sanders cited a 1982 U.S. 
Supreme Court case, Plyler 
v. Doe, which struck down a 
Texas statute that barred chil-
dren who were not “legally 
admitted” into the United 
States from enrolling in pub-
lic schools, saying the law vi-
olated the 14th Amendment’s 
equal protection clause.

In announcing the policy 
change, however, DHS said 
the Biden administration’s 
policy had hampered legiti-
mate law enforcement efforts.

“This action empowers the 
brave men and women in CBP 
(Customs and Border Protec-
tion) and ICE (Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement) to 
enforce our immigration laws 
and catch criminal aliens—in-
cluding murders and rapists—
who have illegally come into 
our country,” the agency said. 
“Criminals will no longer 

be able to hide in America’s 
schools and churches to avoid 
arrest. The Trump Administra-
tion will not tie the hands of 
our brave law enforcement, 
and instead trusts them to use 
common sense.”

During the 2024 presiden-
tial campaign, Trump vowed 
to crack down on illegal im-
migration into the United 
States. That included promis-
es to carry out the largest mass 
deportation operation in U.S. 
history.

In his message, Sanders re-
minded school officials that 
they are not allowed to inquire 
about a student’s or parent’s 
citizenship status. But he said 
the guidance was being issued 
to respond to the “numerous 
requests” for information the 
agency had received from lo-
cal officials about how to han-
dle enforcement actions that 
federal agents might carry out 
on school grounds.

The guidance notes that 
federal law authorizes DHS 
to deputize state and local 

law enforcement officers to 
enforce federal immigration 
law. But it also reminds school 
officials that under a 2019 
state law known as the Keep 
Illinois Families Together Act, 
no Illinois law enforcement 
agency or official is allowed 
to take part in such an agree-
ment with U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement.

In addition, the guidance 
notes, the Illinois TRUST Act 
restricts the way law enforce-
ment agencies and officials 
may participate in federal civil 
immigration matters.

“These pieces of legislation 
would apply to law enforce-
ment agencies that might oth-
erwise have a relationship or 
presence on the school’s prop-
erty,” the document states.

The document advises dis-
tricts to name a point person 
or department where federal 
authorities can be directed 
should they arrive on campus. 
It also advises designating a 
point person to review records 
requests or subpoenas from 

immigration agencies and to 
keep track of requests they re-
ceive in case that information 
is needed for future reference.

It also describes the differ-
ences between various types 
of documents that immigra-
tion officials might serve on 
school officials, such as feder-
al court warrants, federal court 
orders, judicial subpoenas, 
civil immigration warrants, 
notices to appear and admin-
istrative subpoenas.

“ISBE strongly encourages 
school districts to work di-
rectly with their legal counsel 
to create board policies and 
administrative guidelines so 
school districts can ensure any 
potential response to a warrant 
or subpoena described above 
is legally compliant and aligns 
with that school district’s poli-
cies,” the document states.

Leaders of the state’s two 
largest teachers unions issued 
statements criticizing the new 
Trump administration policy.

See Enforcement, Page 16
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Auction Held In Heated Show Room! Mike Powers: (608) 214-5761

Lunch On Site – Seating Provided www.powersauction.com

Book Your Auction Today! Where Auctions Come To Life!

Indoor Contractor Consignment Auction
Date: February 22, 2025 – Time: 9:00 AM – Location: 110 E Murray St, Browntown WI 53522

Featuring: Contractor Equipment, Lifts, Skid Steers, Trucks, Trailers, Attachments, Shop Tools & More!

12’ Bomag BW135AD Roller Genie Z30/20 Electric Basket Lift 07’ Mustang 16’ Dump Trailer

Bomag BW900-2 Roller JLG E400AJP Electric Basket Lift 09’ Maxi Dmp 10’ Dump Trailer

16’ Case TR310 Skid Steer Wacker Neuson 3001s Dump Buggy Coats 60X Tire Changer

19’ Case TR340 Skid Steer Kubota B2601 Compact Ldr Tractor 23’ Polaris Pro XP RZR UTV

Hyundai 35z-90 Mini Excavator 16’ PJ B6242 Car Trailer 91’ GMC Top Kick Dump Truck

This Is Just A Partial Listing! – View Complete Catalog At   www.powersauction.com   – Consign Today!  
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IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 15TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
STEPHENSON COUNTY 
- FREEPORT, ILLINOIS

JPMorgan Chase Bank, 
National Association
    PLAINTIFF
  Vs.
Angeline Brechlin; United 
States of America - 
Administrator of the Small 
Business Administration; 
State of Illinois - 
Department of Public 
Aid; Unknown Heirs and 
Legatees of Gertrude E. 
Brechlin; Unknown Heirs 
and Legatees of Channing 
Brechlin; Unknown 
Heirs and Legatees of 
James Brechlin; Shelia 
Brechlin; Douglas M. 
Brechlin; Linda M. 
Youso; Angeline Brechlin; 
Channing Brechlin, Jr.; 
Eve Brechlin-Harker; 
Fred C. Brechlin; 
George Brechlin; Kane 
Brechlin; Nikki Brechlin; 
Laura Wells a/k/a Laura 
Brechlin; William 
O’Malley ; Raymond 
L. Brechlin; State of 
Illinois - Department 
of Revenue; Unknown 
Owners and Nonrecord 
Claimants; Kipp Meyers, 
as Special Representative 
for Channing Brechlin 
(deceased), James 
Brechlin (deceased) and 
Gertrude E. Brechlin 
(deceased); Timothy 
Kudlacik
    DEFENDANTS

No. 2024FC48
NOTICE BY 

PUBLICATION
NOTICE IS GIVEN TO 
YOU:
Unknown Heirs and 
Legatees of Gertrude E. 
Brechlin
Unknown Heirs and 
Legatees of Channing 
Brechlin
Unknown Heirs and 
Legatees of James 
Brechlin
Shelia Brechlin
Eve Brechlin-Harker
Fred C. Brechlin
Kane Brechlin
Nikki Brechlin
Raymond L. Brechlin
Unknown Owners and 
Nonrecord Claimants

That this case has been 
commenced in this Court 
against you and other de-
fendants, praying for the 
foreclosure of a certain 
Mortgage conveying the 
premises described as fol-
lows, to-wit:
COMMONLY KNOWN 
AS:
1922 N Farwell Bridge Rd

Ridott, IL 61067
and which said Mortgage 
was made by:

Channing Brechlin
Angeline Brechlin

James Brechlin
Gertrude E. Brechlin

the Mortgagor(s), to Bank 
One, Illinois, NA, as Mort-
gagee, and recorded in 
the Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds of Stephenson 
County, Illinois, as Docu-
ment No. 9892930; and for 
other relief; that summons 
was duly issued out of said 
Court against you as pro-
vided by law and that the 
said suit is now pending.

NOW, THEREFORE, 
UNLESS YOU file your 
answer or otherwise file 
your appearance in this 
case in the Office of the 
Clerk of this Court,

Shanelle Bardell
Clerk of the Circuit Court

15 North Galena
Freeport, IL 61032

on or before February 28, 
2025, A DEFAULT MAY 
BE ENTERED AGAINST 
YOU AT ANY TIME AF-
TER THAT DAY AND 
A JUDGMENT MAY 
BE ENTERED IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH THE 
PRAYER OF SAID COM-
PLAINT.
CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
15W030 North Frontage 
Road, Suite 100
Burr Ridge, IL 60527
(630) 794-5300
DuPage # 15170
Winnebago # 531
Our File No. 14-24-06006

NOTE: This law firm is a 
debt collector.
I3259466 

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

Jan. 29,  Feb. 5, 12, 2025)
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Tight global supply keeping fertilizer prices elevated
By Rhiannon Branch
FarmWeek

As farmers enter another 
year of predictably tight mar-
gins, it does not look like fer-
tilizer prices will grant much 
relief to the balance sheet.

“The problem is we’re 
starting 2025 with nitrogen 
and phosphate values look-
ing fairly firm on tight supply 
and demand,” Josh Linville, 
vice president of fertilizer 
at StoneX, told FarmWeek. 
“We’re worried about what 
that means for our prices go-
ing into the spring.”

Chinese exports and Euro-
pean production of urea are 
both falling, which means 

global prices could push high-
er.

“That should result in a 
situation where we have to 
start doing a lot of work to 
get the imports coming in that 
we very desperately need,” 
Linville said. “We’re going 
to have to move our price up 
quite a bit to make that rela-
tionship happen.”

He said prices for urea 
ammonium nitrate and an-
hydrous ammonia, which are 
more commonly used in Illi-
nois, usually follow the urea 
market.

One fertilizer that is well 
supplied globally and there-
fore mildly priced is potash, 

but that could change now 
that President Donald Trump 
has taken office.

“We have to worry about 
the threat of 25 percent tariffs 
against Canadian goods,” said 
Linville, who noted Canada 
is the world’s largest produc-
er and exporter of potash. 
“These tariffs will have real 
effects on the farm side if they 
get implemented.”

Linville said Trump is 
known for using tariffs as an 
“economic weapon,” but for a 
commodity market like fertil-
izer the benefits aren’t likely 
to outweigh the consequenc-
es.

“A lot of times, the farm-

er of the country that imple-
ments the tariff is really the 
one that pays the price,” he 
said. “We are going to have 
to watch that because it could 
have an adverse effect on our 
pricing.”

On the other hand, Lin-
ville said the world “enjoyed 
a sense of peace” during 
Trump’s first term with fewer 
wars and global conflicts from 
2016 to 2020, compared to re-
cent years.

“On the flip side, I am very 
hopeful that if he can bring 
back a period of tranquility, 
we can see markets start to 

submitted photo Rock Valley Publishing

	 Declining production of urea in China and Europe could pressure prices for fertilizer, including anhydrous am-
monia, in the U.S. in the months ahead. 

See prices, Page 16
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 help wanted

FIND YOUR NEXT JOB 
IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

 real estate

 for sale

 real estate
Other Real Estate

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial 
status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number 
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OP-
PORTUNITY

PRIVATE PARTY
ONLY.

Ad must be
prepaid.

Deadlines vary.

Call
815-877-4044

The Wheel Deal
Place your car, truck, motorcycle,

boat or RV for one price and it
runs for up to 16 weeks.

$1995
1st three lines

Extra lines are $1.95 each

17 Papers

Starts for 4 weeks and if not sold you call us
and we will renew at no additional charge!

(Maximum run 16 weeks total)

42
27

85

Auction  Deadline
is Noon Friday! 

Contact Rhonda at
rmarshall@rvpublishing.com 

for information on advertising.

 transportation

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$

If so, we wIll run your ad In THe
scoop Today and sHopper’s GuIde aT

No Charge!

Ads will not be accepted without the following information. Only one free ad per month.

YOUR NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you selling a single item for

less thaN $100?

$$$ $$$
Private Party Only

Just fill out the coupon below and mail to:
Rock Valley Publishing, FREE Ad,
1102 Ann. St., Delavan, WI 53115

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

45
42

87

444841

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing is looking for a Part-

Time Advertising Sales Executive. 
Approximately 20 hours per week.

We publish newspapers, shoppers, and 
niche publications throughout the stateline. 
You have the opportunity to sell into all Rock 
Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making 
your paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:

Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising
Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com

Fax: (262) 725-6844

River Ridge CUSD - Cafeteria Director
Application Procedure: Send letter of interest and resume to Colleen Fox, 
Superintendent at 4141 IL Route 84 South; Hanover, IL 61041. Application 
deadline is February 21, 2025. Email: cfox@riverridge210.org. 
Phone: (815)858-9005. For further information visit the district website: 
https://www.riverridge210.org/ 467607

 Full or Part Time Drivers with 
Class A CDL for Hopper Bottom 
work. Kempel Brothers 815-275-
3571

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Burial Needs
7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to 
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva, 
WI 53147. This is a private sale. 
Contact Randy, the seller at 
randy@slpublishers.com.

Agriculture
ROUND ALFALFA & GRASS 
Excellent quality round alfalfa & 
grass hay bales for sale, stored 
inside,$40 each. 815-291-2382 
or 815-291-2381.

Automobiles
1977 OLDSMOBILE CUTLAS 
BROUGHAM Mint condition. 
$7,000, OBO. Call 262-379-4161.

1999 BUICK CENTURY A/C, 
AM/FM CD, 165,000 K, looks & 
runs good. Asking $1,550 OBO 
815-347-0496.

2001 FORD MUSTANG CON-
VERTIBLE Blk on Brn, 90K 
miles, new tires, new brakes, 
mechanically sound throughout, 
minor scratches on body, leath-
er seats, V-6 engine, premium 
sound system and ice-cold A/C 
and hot heat. $6000. call 262-
496-5739.

2004 MONTE CARLO Mint 
condition. Mechanically sound. 
$6,000. OBO Call 262-379-4161.

2005 CHRYSLER LIMITED 
Mechanically sound with docu-
ments. No rust. 141,000 miles, 
$6,000. Call 262-379-4161.

Automobiles 
Wanted

CASH FOR YOUR FULL SIZE 
JUNK TRUCKS & SUV’s. HAUL 
AWAY 7 DAYS A WEEK! CALL 
262-758-1807.

Campers and RVs
2016 FLEETWOOD TERRA 
34B MOTOR HOME 35’ 27,000 
Miles 3 Slideouts 2 New WI-FI 
TV’s 5.5k Generator.  $79,000 
262-206-4164.

2021 JAYCO JAYFLIGHT SLX 
264 Bunk house. In new condi-
tion. Loaded. NO SLIDE. Price to 
sell $18,500. Call 815-494-8309

Sports/Classic 
Cars

1952 CHEVY PICKUP Solid Ne-
vada truck, runs great. $19,750. 
(262) 949-6997.

Trucks & Trailers
UTILITY TRAILER With tool box 
and ramps. High speed tires. 
$1,800. OBO. Call 224-518-6491

FARMS FOR SALE                                                  
Peoples Company 

WHITESIDE COUNTY, IL 
NEW LISTING � 122 a. M/L, 124.3 PI, located west  of 
Morrison, IL. 
NEW LISTING � 507.34 a. Level, 472.11 tillable, 124.1 
PI, many recent improvements. On Hwy. 30 west of 
Morrison, IL                                                                               
LEE COUNTY, IL                                                              
NEW LISTING � 160 a. M/L, level, partially tiled, lease 
open for 2025. S. of Amboy, IL  
CLINTON COUNTY, IA 
NEW LISTING � 28.86 a., Level farm with good income. 
S. of DeWitt.                                                                  
NEW LISTING � 80 a. M/L, 10.97 tillable a., 52.81 est. 
acres of CRP, 40.6 CSR2. Adjacent to 70 a. & 93 a.  
parcels. NE of Goose Lake.                                                                                 
NEW LISTING � 70 a. M/L, 48.09 est. acres of CRP, 
69.5 CSR2. Farm has a 1,476 sq. ft. house, 60x30 Clary 
shed & lg. pond. Adjacent to 80 a. & 93 a., parcels. NE 
of Goose Lake.                                                                   
NEW LISTING � 93 a. M/L, 44.9 est. tillable acres. 
46.41 est. acres of CRP, 36 CSR2. Adjacent to 70 a. & 
80 a. parcels. NE of Goose Lake.                                 

ALAN MCNEIL � 563�321�1125  IA LIC S64136000    
DOUGLAS YEGGE �  563�320�9900   IA LIC B14481000                                               

700 6th Ave., DeWitt, IA 52742 
Peoplescompany.com                                                                   467826
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Like and Follow us on www.facebook.com/sullivansfoods | Check us out or order online at www.sullivansfoods.net | We reserve the right to limit quantities and correct printing errors. All items not available at all stores. 
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Frozen Wild Caught
LOBSTER TAILS
8 oz

11.99 ea

Certified Angus Beef® brand
BONELESS  

TENDERLOIN 
FILET

10.99ea

STRAWBERRIES
1 lb

2/$6

Certified Angus Beef ® brand
BONELESS 

HEART-SHAPED 
RIBEYE STEAKS Thick or Regular Cut

14.99 lb

Certified Angus Beef® brand
BONELESS 

SIRLOIN TIP 
ROAST

5.99 lb

Certified Angus Beef® brand
BONELESS 
PRIME RIB 

ROAST

14.99 lb

Wholey
RAW 
SHRIMP
16-20 ct
1 lb bag

7.99

BIG & 
MEATY! 

Bakery Fresh 
VALENTINE’S 

SUGAR 
SPRINKLED 

COOKIES
12 ct

5.79

Bakery Fresh 
VALENTINE’S 
GLOSS 
CUT OUT 
COOKIES
12 ct

6.99

 

Planning The Perfect Valentine’s Date? Let Us Help!Planning The Perfect Valentine’s Date? Let Us Help!

Perfect
for Surf n

Turf

8 oz

VALENTINE’S 
DECORATED 
LAYER CAKE
Chocolate 
or White
8 inch Round

7.99

Perfect for I  
Beef

talian 
!

26-30 ct 
1 lb bag

8.99

Wholey 
FROZEN 

PEELED & 
DEVEINED 

COOKED 
SHRIMP
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MY 
VALENTINE 

Daisy, Carnations, 
Filler

12.99

ROSES 
BOUQUET 

Red, Assorted, Rainbow 
or Bi Color  Dozen

19.99

3 DAY
February 12 - 14, 2025

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

ROSE 
RADIANCE 
BOUQUET

Red Roses, Greens

24.99

New 
This 
Year

Scent Of 
Perfection 
Bouquet
19.99

New 
This 
Year

MISTY MAGIC 
BOUQUET 

Spider Mums, Filler, 
Greens

13.99

SWEETNESS 
Carnations, Daisy, 

Greens, Filler

12.99

Mini 
Valentine’s 

Floral 
Arrangement

12.99

President’s Day SalePresident’s Day Sale

SullivansFoods_021225_WRAP_pg2

M&M’s 

Candy
Select Varieties 

7.4-10.05 oz

4.99

Russell Stover 

Valentine’s 
Candy 

Select Varieties 
6.25-10.3 oz

10.99

Deli Made 

Twice Baked 
Potatoes  

4 ct

5.00

Ferrero 

Valentine’s 
Heart Box 

5 oz

6.99

Ghirardelli 

Valentine’s 
Candy 

Select Varieties 
5.8-8.6 oz

7.49

Roma

 Original 
Crust Pizza 

Selected Varieties 
10.54 - 11.05 oz

4/$10

Brach’s 

Valentine’s 
Candy 

Select Varieties 
8.5-10 oz

3.99

Lindt 

Valentine’s 
Candy 

Select Varieties 

7.49

Valentine 
Decorated 
Cupcakes 
White or Chocolate 

6 ct

1.99

Ferrero 
Valentine’s 
Mini Candy 

Lay Down Bag 
Select Varieties 

9.4 oz

4.99

Ferrero 

Valentine’s 
Candy 

Select Varieties 
4.6-6.6 oz

5.99

Dove 

Valentine’s 
Candy 

Select Varieties 
7.94-8.87 oz

4.99

Bellatoria 

Personal 
Size Pizza 

Selected Varieties 
5.67-7.8 oz

4/$10

Russell Stover 

Valentine’s 
Candy 

Select Varieties 
8.1-9.4 oz

8.99

Valentine’s 
Candy 

Select Varieties 
6.4-6.6 oz

4.99

Scan QR 
Code

to view 
entire ad

www.sullivansfoods.net Sullivan’s Foods | 103 W North Ave, Stockton | 815.947.3318 
Sullivan’s Foods | 201 Dodds Dr, Lena | 815.369.2311

Sullivan’s Foods | 703 N Elida St, Winnebago | 815.335.1501
OPEN 6AM TO 9PM  7 DAYS A WEEK
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Sullivan’s Foods has hired a company called Telecheck to process all checks written at our stores. Telecheck has set guidelines in place for processing checks.

Telecheck has a $300 limit for check writing with purchases. If you have an order larger than $300, you may need to pay any remaining balance by cash, credit, or debit card.
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calm down, trade flows return 
back to normal and get prices 
back to historic norms,” he said.

Linville said as always it will 
be important for farmers to con-
vey their fertilizer intentions to 
suppliers in 2025 so they can 
plan accordingly.

“I understand it’s easy to 
want to bury your head in the 
sand in these kinds of times, but 
we need to have more informa-
tion flowing than less,” he said.

And despite a hefty delay to 
the fall 2024 fertilizer applica-
tion season, Linville expects the 
number of spring applications to 
be about normal.

“It was probably one of the 

most unorthodox fall applica-
tion seasons we’ve ever seen,” 
he said. “The first several weeks 
of November, hardly anybody 
across the Midwest turned a 
wheel.”

But he said the weath-
er opened a window around 
Thanksgiving and Midwestern 
farmers took advantage of it.

“We surveyed the industry, 
and I think we hit about 90 per-
cent of what our expected fall 
run was,” Linville said. “So that 
is fortunately keeping that hor-
ror story that we were talking 
about for springtime off the ta-
ble.”

Fertilizer prices in Illinois av-

eraged between $650 and $775 
per ton for anhydrous ammonia 
as of Dec. 27, up an average of 
$9.46 from the previous two 
weeks, according to the Illinois 
Production Cost Report. Prices 
ranged from $679 to $760 per 
ton for diammonium phosphate 
(up $3.33), $400 to $525 for 
potash (down slightly) and $525 
to $554 for urea (unchanged) as 
of the same date.

 
This story was distributed 

through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Associa-
tion. For more food and farming 
news, visit FarmWeekNow.com.

•	Prices   (Continued from page 14)

Illinois Federation of Teach-
ers President Dan Montgomery 
called it a “sad and shameful day 
when schools, meant to educate 
and support students, are turned 
into sites of fear and chaos.”

Illinois Education Associa-
tion President Al Llorens issued 
a statement saying all children 
should have access to “an equi-
table, high-quality public educa-

tion.”
“Our educators should not be 

put in the crosshairs of these po-
litical policies,” he said. “School 
employees should be allowed to 
focus on supporting and edu-
cating all our students. We will 
do whatever it takes to protect 
all students, our teachers, our 
school support staff, our com-
munities.”

•	Enforcement   (Continued from page 13)
Local news on-line
rvpnews.

com
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