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PROFESSIONAL COLLISION REPAIR
Let us take the worry out of having your car repaired.

301 Dodds Drive
Lena, IL 61048

815-369-4148
M-Th 7:30 - 5:00
Friday 7:30 - 4:00
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A Major Diaper Donation
 Three first-year nursing students at Highland Community College proved a 
dose of teamwork and a lot of heart can make a big difference as they joined forc-
es on a community service project for their Family Nursing course. By reaching 
out to their friends and family, (pictured left to right) Colleen Stone of German 
Valley, Kendal Asay of Mt. Carroll, and Abbey Skiles of Savanna raised $1,500 in 
diapers and wipes for Voices and the Sisters of the Immaculate Heart Madonna 
Renewal Center.
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BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!
10% MORE for 

jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mint Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Coins 
Flatware • Diamonds • Sterling
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M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Your “Main Street Chiropractor”
with over 43 years service to our community

• Palmer Graduate      • Digital X-Ray
• BCBS, Quartz and Medicare Provider

238 W. Main St., Lena • 815-369-4974
Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. –  

8:30 a.m. to Noon, 1:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Wed. – 8:30 a.m. to Noon       Sat. by appointment

45
95

24

— Dr. Jared Liles —

MOWERY AUTO PARTS

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks

392194

1013 16th Avenue
Monroe, WI

608-325-4464
Hours:  M-T 10-5; F 10-6, Sat  10-4

Large assortment of

433496

shoes
For men and women

DonalD Vincent 
conway anD Marian 
Francis tietz 
conway 

 Donald Vincent Conway 
and Marian Francis Tietz 
Conway of Middleton, WI 
passed away peacefully in 
their home, just days apart.  
Don passed on Jan. 7, 2025, 
his 98th birthday.  And Marian 
passed on Feb. 4, 2025, a few 
days after her 96th birthday.  

 Don was born to Vincent 
and Anne (Nawa) Conway on 
Jan. 7, 1927, in Madison, WI.  
Marian was born to Thomas 
and Katherine (Putzier) Tietz 
on Jan. 30, 1929 in Oshkosh, 
WI. Don and Marian both 
attended the University of 
Wisconsin. Don graduated in 
1949 (after his service in the 
Army Air Force from 1944 to 
1945), and Marian graduated 
in 1950.  The college sweet-
hearts were married on De-
cember 15, 1951, in Oshkosh, 
WI.

 Don had a long, distin-
guished career with Ray-O-
Vac Batteries which started in 
1949.  He was the Executive 
Vice-President of Marketing 
in the International division. 
He oversaw the building and 
running of battery factories 
in 22 countries.  He retired 
in 1981 from Ray-O-Vac. He 
then became CEO of the Co-
lumbia Vehicle Company that 
makes Columbia Golf Carts, 
combining his passion for 
golf and business. In 1985, 
he retired, and they moved to 
Tucson, AZ.

 Don was very passionate 
about golf. He started playing 
golf before he was 10 years 
old. He was on the University 
of Wisconsin Varsity team for 
three years. He was a proud 
member of several prestigious 
golf clubs, namely, Maple 
Bluff (Wisonsin), Sunningda-
le (England), Aronimink (in 
Pennsylvania), Ventana and 
The Gallery (Arizona). Don 
enjoyed a single digit hand-
icap throughout his life and 
shot his age at 82.

 Marian, who majored in 
Business and Economics, was 
an intellectual who loved to 
learn and grow in all ways.  
She enjoyed challenging her 

mind, whether it was from 
playing bridge, mahjong, 
solving jig-saw puzzles, NY 
Times crossword puzzles, 
Wordle or just learning new 
things. She took pottery class-
es, art classes and even golf 
lessons. Marian excelled in 
everything she did. In 2011 
she achieved the Bronze Life 
Master in Bridge, and she had 
a couple of “hole-in-ones” in 
golf.   

 Marian loved to entertain 
and hosted many parties for 
Don’s business associates 
and their spouses. She was 
an excellent cook. At 96, she 
was still managing her own 
finances, and she maintained 
her mental acuity right to the 
end of her life.

 Don and Marian had a 
beautiful and adventurous life 
together. They travelled the 
world, journeying to Hong 
Kong, China, Japan, to Egypt, 
Iran, Morrocco, South Africa, 
Scotland, Hungary, Ireland, 
England and even Malay-
sia. From their world travels, 
Marian learned to appreciate 
oriental arts and developed 
a taste for international cui-
sines. 

 Don and Marian celebrated 
their 73rd wedding anniversa-
ry in December of 2024. They 
lived a wonderful life togeth-
er and through it all, they had 
fun!

 They are survived by their 
sons, David (Lucy) of Kailua, 
HI, and Peter (Mari) of Lena, 
IL, grandchildren, Elise (Tim) 
Rittenhouse, Steven (fiance’ 
Rene Firsing) Conway, and 
David Conway.  They are also 
survived by sister-in-law, Ella 
Tietz, of Burnet, TX. Don’s 
sister and brother-in-law, Ei-
leen and John Tennant, prede-
ceased him.  Marian’s brother, 
Tom Tietz, predeceased her. 
Cremation rites were accord-
ed.  At their request, no ser-
vices will be held.

ObituariesPritzker wants Illinois to be latest 
state to ban cellphones in classroom

Limits already are in place in some Illinois school districts
By Ben Szalinski
Capitol news illinois

Are cellphones a useful tool 
or a distraction in the class-
room? According to Gov. JB 
Pritzker, they’re a distraction, 
and he has proposed banning 
them during classroom in-
struction.

Pritzker proposed legisla-
tion during his State of the 
State speech in February that 
would call for banning cell-
phones during classroom 
learning time. However, his 
proposal would not ban cell-
phones in school entirely, 
meaning students may still 
be allowed to use their devic-
es between classes. Private 
schools would not be included 
in the ban.

“In conversations with 
educators from around the 
state, there is one thing most 
commonly cited as an imped-
iment to classroom learning: 
cellphones,” Pritzker said at a 
news conference last week in 
Champaign.

Some of Illinois’ largest 
school districts already have 
adopted their own limits on 
cellphones in their class-

rooms, including Springfield, 
Peoria and Champaign.

“We want our students’ 
phones turned off so their 
minds can be fully engaged 
in learning,” Champaign Unit 
4 School District Superinten-
dent Sheila Boozer said.

The Champaign district 
implemented cellphone limits 
beginning last fall and said 
the response from parents and 
teachers has been positive.

“Since every student is pro-
vided with a Chromebook for 
schoolwork, a cellphone is 
not really necessary for their 
learning,” Boozer said.

Schools would be required 
to come up with their own 
guidelines for securely storing 
the phones during instruction-
al time. Pritzker’s plan would 
also prohibit students from be-
ing fined or punished by a law 
enforcement officer for violat-
ing a no-cellphone policy.

“Study after study has 
demonstrated the benefits of a 
ban in classroom use of cell-
phones, not just on student 
performance but on overall 
health and well-being,” Pritz-
ker said. “Bullying goes down 

while grade point averages 
and Advanced Placement test 
scores goes up.”

Pritzker’s proposal would 
include several exemptions 
to such a ban, including in the 
event of an emergency, when a 
teacher allows students to use 
wireless devices for educa-
tional purposes or when a doc-
tor requires a student to have 
or use their phone for medical 
reasons.

At some recent school 
shootings, such as in Uvalde, 
Texas, students made critical 
911 calls. Rep. Patrick Shee-
han, R-Lockport, who is a 
Plainfield police officer, told 
Capitol News Illinois its im-
portant students can access a 
cellphone in emergencies.

“The kids having these de-
vices to be able to call 911 
dispatch so that they can get 
to the police officers, it cuts 
down on the response time 
and completely saves lives,” 
Sheehan said.

Sheehan said it’s import-
ant students have a distrac-
tion-free environment, but he 
cautioned against schools en-
acting a policy that could lock 

phones away from students.
“Taking away the cell-

phones and putting them in 
some sort of lock or away 
from the student, as a parent 
I don’t like it,” Sheehan said. 
“And as a police officer, I defi-
nitely don’t like it.”

Eight states enacted some 
type of limit on cellphones 
in schools last year, Stateline 
reported last month. This year, 
Illinois is one of 13 states 
where legislation has been 
proposed to limit cellphones 
in schools.

A 2023 Pew Research 
poll of public school teach-
ers found 72 percent of high 
school educators believe cell-
phone distractions are a “ma-
jor problem” in their class-
room. But 60 percent of high 
schools teachers said it is also 
difficult to enforce cellphone 
policies.

Bans on cellphones during 
class time are generally popu-
lar among U.S. adults. While 
53 percent do not support ban-
ning phones in schools for the 
entire day, 68 percent support 
banning them during class, ac-
cording to a 2024 Pew poll.

Lena American Legion 
Auxiliary 

 The Lena American Le-
gion Auxiliary will honor fe-
male veterans with a brunch 
on Saturday, March 29, 2025, 
at 316 W. Main St., Lena.  
There will be no charge for 

this brunch.  Please join for 
fellowship and entertainment. 
Please call 815-369-4684 or 
email  jamcps54@yahoo.com 
to make reservation or with 
any questions. Reservations 
are due by March 20.

McConnell American 
Legion Auxiliary

 The McConnell American 
Legion Auxiliary meeting 
will be held at the McConnell 
Legion on March 19, 2025, at 
3 p.m.  Anyone who is inter-
ested in the Auxiliary is wel-
come to attend. 

Stephenson County VA 
Pantry current needs 

Cans of vegetables
Cans of fruits 
Soup
Dish soap 
Kleenex
 Donations can be brought 

to the Lena American Legion 
Home on Saturdays from 10 
a.m. to 11 p.m. at 316 W. Main 
St., Lena, IL.  Donations are 
greatly appreciated.  This list 
includes immediate needs, 
however other items will al-
ways be accepted.

Please call 815-369-4684 
with any questions.

Orangeville High School 
fundraiser

 On April 5, 2025, from 4 
p.m. to 8 p.m., Orangeville 
students will host a soup and 
sandwich fundraiser to raise 
money to attend the Royal 
Highland Show in Europe.  
Donations will offer finan-
cial support to Ashlynn Shul-
tz, Amery Dinderman, and 
Alaina Dinderman.  

Blackhawk Unit of Home 
Extension 

 The March meeting of the 
Blackhawk Unit of Home 
Extension will be held on 
Thursday, March 20, 2025, 
at 1 p.m. at the Pearl City 
Library.   Paula Gerke will 
give the lesson on “Types 
of Flour”.  Roll call will be 
“How many types of flour do 
you use?”.   Raffle items will 
be furnished by Joyce Bonnet 
and Ruth Ann Jordan.  All are 
welcome to come and join us.

News briefs
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Broiled or Fried Fish Atlantic Cod
Twice as good as anyone else!
Now enjoy the Coach’s Fish Fry

BOTH Friday & Saturday!
Lena, IL • 815-369-2222

390024

HARTZELL’S
FRIDAY FISH FRY

served 11 am - 1 pm, 4 pm - 5:30 pm
while supplies last

fish sandwich $4.79
2 piece cod dinner, poTaTo 
wedGes, saLad & roLL $8.99
feeL free To caLL in your order and 
we’LL have iT ready when you come

harTzeLL’s deLi
rt. 78 n • warren

815-745-3311 433504

To Advertise
your 

Lenten Specials 
call

Cyndee Stiefel
815-369-4112 or
815-947-3353

272811

Little
John’s Tap

147 South Main
Pearl City
815-443-2818

2 Piece Alaskan Pollock Dinner
(hand battered or baked)

Served with fries or baked potato, 
coleslaw, and dinner roll

Fridays starting at 5 p.m.

468620

106 E. Railroad Street • Lena, IL
815-369-1210

FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIAL - 2 pc. Haddock

FRIDAY FISH FRY DINNER SPECIAL
Beer battered, grilled or fried haddock

3 piece OR all you can eat! Comes with choice 
of soup or salad, coleslaw and side.

BE SURE TO ORDER
Mulligan’s Famous Cheese

Curds
433502

Friday Night All-you-can-eat Cod
and

Other seafood specials
available!!!

 3500 E. Center Rd., Stockton
815-858-3939

woodbinebend.com
414191

815-858-9111
111 North Main St.

Elizabeth, IL

Fried Cod or 
Shrimp with 

choice of baked 
potato or fries 
and coleslaw

468619

Market Outlook from Ashley Chambers with Citizens Investment Services
 As we move through the 

first quarter of 2025, financial 
markets are contending with 
a blend of persistent econom-
ic challenges and emerging 
opportunities. Investors are 
closely monitoring key de-
velopments such as inflation 
rates, central bank policies, 
and geopolitical tensions that 
could impact global growth.

Economic Growth 
Prospects

 Global economic growth 
has shown signs of resil-
ience, with emerging mar-
kets, particularly in Asia and 
Latin America, continuing to 
drive expansion. However, 
advanced economies like the 
U.S. and the European Union 
are grappling with slower 
growth due to the aftereffects 
of high inflation, rising inter-

est rates, and potential labor 
market challenges. While 
some sectors are poised for 
growth, others are expected 
to face continued headwinds.

Inflation and 
Interest Rates

 Inflation remains a cen-
tral focus for central banks 
worldwide, though there are 
indications that price pres-
sures are beginning to mod-
erate. In response, the U.S. 
Federal Reserve and the Eu-
ropean Central Bank have 
signaled a potential pause in 
their aggressive rate-hiking 
cycles, shifting their focus 
to maintaining stability rath-
er than further tightening. 
These policies are expected 
to influence bond and equity 
markets, offering potential 
opportunities for investors 

seeking to capitalize on price 
corrections.

Equity Market Sentiment
 Stock markets have expe-

rienced volatility in recent 
months, with investor sen-
timent swinging between 
optimism and caution. On 
one hand, corporate earn-
ings have remained relatively 
strong, particularly in tech-
nology and energy sectors, 
which continue to benefit 
from long-term trends in dig-
ital transformation and en-
ergy transition. On the other 
hand, the risk of a potential 
economic slowdown could 
dampen investor enthusiasm 
in certain areas, especially in 
cyclical industries.

Sector Focus
 Technology and renew-

able energy are expected to 
be key drivers of growth in 
the coming years, supported 
by strong governmental and 
corporate commitments to 
innovation and sustainability. 
Consumer staples and health-
care are also likely to remain 
steady performers, providing 
defensive plays during peri-
ods of market uncertainty.

Geopolitical Risks
 Geopolitical tensions, par-

ticularly in Eastern Europe 
and Asia, could continue to 
weigh on investor confidence 
and influence commodity 
prices, especially oil and 
natural gas. Trade policies 
and supply chain disruptions 
may also remain a concern 
for global markets in the 
short-to-medium term.

Looking Ahead
 As we progress through 

2025, market participants 
should stay nimble, focusing 
on sectors with strong growth 
potential while also consider-
ing the risks tied to macroeco-
nomic shifts. With a moderate 
global economic outlook, di-
versification remains key, and 
investors may want to strike a 

balance between growth and 
defensive positions to weather 
potential volatility.

In conclusion, while the 
road ahead may be fraught 
with challenges, those who re-
main patient and strategic are 
well-positioned to capitalize 
on the opportunities that arise 
in an ever-changing market 
landscape.

Property: N Eden Rd,
Elmwood, IL 61529 

Parcel: 12-21-300-007.

LAND AUCTION
Peoria County, IL

-Buildable  
-Recreational
-Tillable
-Waterfoul Hunting

-Buildable  
-Recreational
-Tillable
-Waterfoul Hunting

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION

APR 3rd @ 10 AM

Find the auction on
the home page at p r o p e r t y p e d d l e r . c om

Auctioneer/Broker Brad Chandler
Property Peddler Inc. 618-221-5727

121.1-acres offering income-
producing farmland,

recreational opportunities,
and excellent building sites

121.1121.1
± acres± acres

468942
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The Scoop and Shopper’s Guide

FREELANCE REPORTERS
AND PHOTOGRAPHERS

NEEDED
Rock Valley Publishing is seeking freelance 
reporters and photographers to produce 
local news and photos for your hometown 
newspaper. Weekly stories and photos 
needed for Jo Daviess and Stephenson 
Counties. Writing and reporting experience 
a plus. Work from home as an independent 
contractor with no in-office requirement.

PLEASE EMAIL RESUME TO:
scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com

The Scoop Today

EDITOR: Kathleen Cruger
Advertising Sales: Cyndee Stiefel • lenaads@rvpublishing.com

Telephone: 815-369-4112
Email: News/Letters to the Editor and Classifieds: 

scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
Ads: ads@rvpublishing.com • Legals: legals@rvpublishing.com

Billing Office: businessoffice@rvpublishing.com
Available online at: rvpnews.com

TO SUBSCRIBE: Within our circulation area, The Scoop Today and Shopper’s 
Guide are free and can be picked up at convenient locations throughout the area. 

Mailed subscriptions for The Scoop Today are free by request for Jo Daviess county 
addresses and $35.95/year for other IL counties. The Shopper’s Guide is mailed free to 

addresses within 61048. Mailed subscriptions in Stephenson County (outside 61048) 
are $19.95/year excluding Freeport, and $35.95/year for Freeport and other IL counties. 

Out of State subscriptions are $49.95/year.

• claSSified RaTeS: Classifieds start at $7.00 for the first 3 lines, then add $1.95 per each 
additional line thereafter, for private party ads. Please call for complete rate information.

©2024 Rock Valley Publishing, LLC • All rights reserved 457777

The Scoop Today (USPS #25-737) is published weekly by Rock Valley Publishing, LLC., 
7124 Windsor Lake Pkwy., Ste. 4, Loves Park, IL 61111-3802. 
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OpiniOn

A busy Sunday and a very special birthday
Sundays are busy days for 

my wife and me. The day 
starts out early as I usually 
get up before five o’clock 
to run over my sermon and 
make any final touch ups 
that need to be made. I head 
outside to feed my eleven 
beef cows, nine feeder calves, 
thirty-two head of sheep, four 
pigs, my goat, two ponies, six 
cats, two dogs, and twelve 
chickens. I’ve always loved 
the idea of being a diversified 
livestock farmer and for years 
I prayed that God would help 
make it happen and now that 

I’m over sixty years old, the 
time has arrived. It usually 
only takes me about thirty-
forty minutes to feed hay 
and grain to all my animals 
and take care of any other 
needs they may have. So 
on Sunday mornings I am 

back in the house by seven 
forty-five and hopping in 
the shower to get ready to 
head off to church for music 
rehearsal and then to teach 
our adult Sunday Bible class. 
I wrap up the class about 
fifteen minutes before our 
worship service begins which 
usually runs about an hour 
and fifteen minutes or so. 
When our worship service is 
over, we always meet in the 
narthex for lots of great food 
and fellowship. It’s always a 
joyous four hours or so by the 
time the church activities are 

complete, and we are heading 
back home full of blessings.

 Last Sunday we added a 
couple more activities that 
made the day all the more 
special. First, we traveled 
down to the church where 
our son pastors at McConnell 
Community Church in 
McConnell, Illinois for a 
soup and chili luncheon. 
The food was fantastic, 
and the fellowship was 
sweet as many of his people 
introduced themselves to us 

Signs and 
the things 
we can’t see

 One of the most bittersweet 
moments in life is when you 
have good news and no one to 
call.

 I have lots of people to call 
about lots of things. But certain 
pieces of good news, require 
certain people. 

 And, for me, those people 
are no longer here. 

 I can talk to them. I can tell 
them my news, but I can’t call 
them on the phone because 
they no longer require physical 
entities like phones, or bodies.

 Today was one of those 
days. 

 I had some good news. But 
it was a certain sort of good 
news. Not the kind you share 
with just anyone. 

 It was the kind you share 
with your mom, or your 
husband.

 Neither was available for 
conversation, unfortunately.

 So I contemplated my 
favorable situation and wished 
they were here to share my 
excitement.

 And then I smelled cigarette 
smoke. (My mom was a 
smoker). I whispered, “Hi, 
mom.”

 All day long birds kept 
flying in weird patterns above 
my head and in front of me—
uncannily close. I smiled and 
acknowledged my husband, “I 
see what you’re doing.”

 And I took both for what 
they were: signs. 

 Some of you reading this 
may not believe in signs. I 
lived much of my life not 
knowing for sure, but certainly 
not being on the receiving end 
of them.

 And then, here I am.
 Watching birds do weird 

things. Smelling cigarette 
smoke when no one’s been 
smoking around me.

 If you don’t believe, if 
you haven’t cause to believe, 
consider yourself fortunate.

 I only know what I know. 
Believe what I believe 
(unapologetically).

 I also, consider myself 
fortunate. Maybe even more so 

than many others. Here’s why:
 I have been put into a place 

in this life where I have to 
believe—to have faith—in 
things I can’t necessarily see. 

 And faith is a wondrous 
thing. 

 It provides peace amongst 
discord. It provides love 
amongst hate. It provides 
light amongst darkness. It 
provides joy amongst sadness. 
It provides healing amongst 
hurt. It provides trust amongst 
uncertainty. It provides hope 
amongst despair. 

 It provides a platform 
bigger than oneself. It provides 
a knowledge that none of us is 
in this alone.

 Because we aren’t. And that 
is a beautiful thought. 

 We all feel alone 
sometimes. I know I do and I 
have great faith that I am not 
alone. Still, despite that faith, 
sometimes aloneness creeps in 
and I feel separated from the 
world. Most often this occurs 
when I am struggling or when 
I have something especially 
good to share (and no one to 
share it with).

 Like today.
 And then the birds put on 

a show for me. And I smell 
cigarette smoke. 

 And I know—I believe—
without a doubt that there are 
things we don’t see with our 
eyes that nonetheless are as 
real as everything we do see. 

 For me, that is faith. 
 And I am very, very glad 

and grateful for it – and for the 
love that’s helped me know it.

 Jill Pertler is an award-
winning syndicated columnist, 
published playwright and 
author. Don’t miss a slice; 
follow the Slices of Life page 
on Facebook. 

By
Jill
Pertler
Columnist

Slices of life

By
Scott
cernek 
Columnist

Weekly connection

450554

See connection, Page 15
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God Is Love
Schapville Zion 

Presbyterian Church

635  E. Schapville Road
Elizabeth, IL 61028

www.schapvillezion.org

Celebrate God’s Love at
10:00 a.m. worship

64751

635 E. Schapville Rd.
Elizabeth, IL 61028

www.schapvillezion.org
815-845-2272

395526

who have sent a donation to 
help underwrite the Scoop 

Today/Shopper’s Guide. For 
those of you who haven’t 

done so in the past year, but 
enjoy this newspaper and 

would like to help us pay for 
its operation, please send a 
donation in any amount to:

c/oRock Valley Publishing, 1102 Ann St., Delavan, WI 53115
If you thInk youR nEWSPAPER IS WoRth

50¢ an issue, it would be $26.00; 75¢ an issue - $39.00 
or $1 an issue - $52.00

You won’t get a Scoop/Shopper’s Guide tote bag, an Apple gift card, or a 
discount on an extended car warranty. But you will get the satisfaction of 

knowing that you have helped support your favorite newspaper.

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

Phone______________________________

__ Please keep my
     paper coming: 453719

the Scoop Today Shopper’s Guide
READERS

Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church

 All are invited to worship 
at Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, 118 E. Mason St. 
Lena, IL. Join on Sunday, 
March 16, 2025, for Worship 
Service at 9:30 a.m. This 
week will be the Second Sun-
day during Lent. This week’s 
gospel reading is from the 
Gospel Luke 13:31-35.

 On Wednesday, March 
19 the Peace Corps Quilting 
group will meet from 8 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. All are welcome 
to join and no quilting experi-
ence necessary.

 All the services will be 
recorded and be available 
on church’s Facebook page 
and website. Please visit our 
website and (http://goodshep-
herdlena.org/)and Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/
GSLCLenaIL) for informa-
tion. Please contact the church 
office at 815-369-5552 with 
any questions. 

St. John’s Lutheran 
Church 

 St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Pearl City will cel-
ebrate the second Sunday in 
Lent on Sunday, March 16 
at 9 a.m.  The Chancel Choir 
will sing at the service.

 Everyone is welcome to 
come to St. John’s to play 
cards and dominoes on 

Thursday, March 13 at 1 p.m. 
and to play dominoes in Lu-
ther Hall on Tuesday, April 1 
at 9 a.m.

 The next Men’s Breakfast 
will be on Wednesday, April 
2 at 7:30 a.m. at the Beltline 
Restaurant in Freeport.  

 Saturday, March 15 is our 
Family Fun Night.  We will 
eat around 5:30 p.m. and play 
games in Luther Hall until 
8 p.m.  All are welcome to 
come.  Bring a dish to pass 
and come and enjoy the fun.

 On Sunday, April 6 St. 
John’s members and friends 
can go out for lunch at Lake 
Carroll (Candlelight Inn) at 
11:30 a.m.  Please sign up on 
the bulletin board.  Also on 
this date, we will be showing 
the DVD “Jesus”, a Branson 
Sight and Sound Production, 
at 1:30 p.m. upstairs at St. 
John’s.  Members and friends 
are welcome to attend.

 The Healthy Wolves group 
will be packing backpacks on 

Thursday, March 12 at 3:15 
p.m.  If you are interested 
in donating to this ministry, 
reach out to the church office 
for more information.

 St. John’s Lutheran Church 
of Pearl City is an ELCA 
parish and is located at 229 
First St. in Pearl City.  We are 
handicapped accessible.  If 
you need to contact the pastor 
or church, you may call 815-
443-2215 for information.

Evangelical Free 
Church of Lena 

 Join each Wednesday at 1 
p.m. at the Evangelical Free 
Church of Lena to celebrate 
the Lenten season with music.

 The schedule includes:  
March 12: Tyger Johnson
March 19: Deb Leininger
March 26: Freeport Sacred 

Youth Choir
April 2: Will Mueller
April 9: Gone Fishin’
April 16: DELTA II

Church news

Around the Northern Hills
 We are excited to 

announce the debut of a 
new craft beer, Roots Lager, 
at Small Town Saloon in 
Elizabeth, Illinois. This 
one-of-a-kind brew is a 
collaboration between the 
Illinois Farm Bureau and 
Destihl Brewery, based out 
of Normal, IL. What makes 
Roots Lager particularly 
special is its use of locally 
sourced corn from a Knox 
County Farm Bureau 
member, bringing a true 
taste of the region to every 
sip.

 Roots Lager will be rolled 
out at Small Town Saloon in 
Elizabeth starting Saturday, 

March 22 from 5 p.m. to 9 
p.m. A limited amount of 
the brew is available, so 
don’t miss out on this rare 
opportunity to enjoy this 
farmer inspired beer. 

Rural Nurse Practitioner 
Scholarship Program

 Attention Illinois 
registered nurses!  If you 

are enrolled in a University 
Nurse Practitioner Program, 
you could qualify for a 
$4,000 scholarship to 
support your education. 
This opportunity requires 
a commitment to serve 
as a primary care nurse 
practitioner in an approved 
rural Illinois community for 
two years. For more details 
and to apply, visit RIMSAP.
com.

Farm Fun Fact
 Nearly 1 million people 

are employed in the food 
and fiber industry in Illinois, 
with about 75,000 being 
farm operators.

By
ANNette
eggeRS 
Jo Daviess 
County Farm 
Bureau

Illinois Clean Energy Community 
Foundation honored with JDCF 

Conservation Award
 Each year, the Jo Daviess Conservation 

Foundation (JDCF) recognizes an 
individual or organization that has 
made outstanding achievements in land 
preservation, land stewardship, or of the 
understanding of natural habitats and or 
cultural heritage sites in our region. This 
year, JDCF is pleased to announce that 
the Illinois Clean Energy Community 
Foundation has received the 2025 Nancy 
Hamill Winter Conservation Leadership 
Award. The award will be at JDCF’s annual 
meeting on April 3, 2025.

 The Illinois Clean Energy Community 
Foundation (ICECF) was created in 1999 
as an independent nonprofit supporting 
projects that improved energy efficiency 
and preserved or enhanced natural habitats 
and wildlife areas throughout the State of 
Illinois. Funding for the Foundation was 
provided through an endowment from 
Commonwealth Edison. Without ICECF 
support, the natural landscape in northwest 
Illinois might look very different since it 
has been the number one source of private 
funding for conservation in Illinois for the 
last 25 years. Although other grant-making 
foundations have also made significant 
investments in conservation over this same 
time period, none of them have made an 
investment as significant as ICECF.

 Since 2006, ICECF has made 33 
separate grant awards to JDCF totaling 
nearly $5.8 million. This includes 17 grants 

for land protection and 16 grants for the 
ecological restoration, public amenities, 
and organizational capacity necessary 
to manage these protected lands. Over 
1,672 acres were protected by JDCF 
using ICECF funds, including Casper 
Bluff, Horseshoe Mound, Gateway Park, 
Rutherford Refuge, and Wapello Reserve. 
In addition, ICECF has made numerous 
grants to other organizations in the region, 
including the City of Galena for a new 
solar-powered sewage treatment plan and 
Natural Land Institute for various land 
preservation projects.  

 ICECF has created an enduring legacy 
of protected public open space in northwest 
Illinois for generations to come, making 
it a very worthy recipient of this award. 
Although the Foundation closed its doors 
as planned last year, it made a final grant 
to the Prairie State Conservation Coalition, 
which will begin making grants for land 
and easement acquisition, ecological 
restoration, and organizational capacity 
building in 2025.

 The Nancy Hamill Winter Conservation 
Leadership Award is named after JDCF’s 
long-time board member and past Board 
President and Vice President, Nancy 
Hamill Winter. Formerly a Stockton 
resident, Nancy dedicated much of her 
adult life to the preservation and care of 
natural habitats and the Native American 
cultural heritage of northern Illinois.

4
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Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 03/04/25. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-
issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per 
depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please 
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to 
availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest 
rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can 
lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal 
may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution 
of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are 
issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the 
Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

1-year

4.25%
APY*

2-year

4.25%
APY*

3-year

4.25%
APY*

468927

Lena Town
Garage Sales
May 9th & 10th
Mark Your Calendar!!!
Registration form in this issue.

Deadline to register is Monday, April 21st
REGISTER EARLY!!!!

469014

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Apple River State Bank 
continues community spirit 
 When Apple River State Bank introduced its new Mascot Debit Card sever-
al years ago, they promised to donate money to our local schools each time 
our customers used it. The second annual Mascot Debit Card donations were 
recently given to nine area schools (Galena, River Ridge, Scales Mound, Stock-
ton, Warren, Southwestern, Darlington, Shullsburg, and Blackhawk) totaling 
nearly $6,000.  “We are excited to show Apple River State Bank’s communi-
ty spirit by using our new mascot debit cards,” said Joel Holland, the bank’s 
Chief Executive Officer. “For anyone that hasn’t requested a Mascot Debit Card, 
please contact your local bank office. Let’s work together and support our local 
schools!”

NUIC-West announces boys 
basketball All-Conference teams
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT 

 The 2024-2025 Illinois 
High School boys basketball 
season will be over after this 
weekend.  In the blink of 
an eye, another season has 
come and gone.  With that, 
the NUIC-West has released 
this year’s boys basketball 
All-Conference winners. 

 To no surprise, East 
Dubuque leads the way on 
this year’s All-Conference 
list.  East Dubuque won this 
year’s conference title, go-
ing a perfect 12-0 in league 
play.  They also had the 
West’s Most Valuable Player 
in senior, Brody Culbertson.  
Culbertson was a unanimous 
First Team All-Conference 
selection, along with fel-
low East Dubuque senior, 
Aidan Colin.  There are 
only three unanimous selec-
tions, and East Dubuque had 
two of them.  Senior Bradin 
Lee earned a Second Team 
All-Conference selection for 
East Dubuque as well. 

 The Scales Mound Hor-
nets finished in second place 
in this year’s West standings.  

After getting off to an abys-
mal 3-6 start, the Hornets fin-
ished the year by going 14-9.  
They were led by a pair of 
First Team All-Conference 
selections in senior Derrick 
Distler, and junior Kaden 
Deurr.  Fellow junior Aidan 
Soppe earned himself a Sec-
ond Team All-Conference se-
lection for his play.  

 The Warren Warriors 
finished in third place in 
this year’s West standings.  
Largely due to the fact they 
lost two regular season 
games against Scales Mound.  
Warren got the last laugh 
when they beat the Hornets 
in postseason play, however.  
Warren senior Treyton Paf-
ford played a big role in the 
team’s success as they went 
24-9 this year.  Pafford was 
the only other unanimous 
First Team All-Conference 
selection.  Joining him on the 
First Team was Warren ju-
nior, Bryce VanRaalte.  

 The River Ridge Wildcats 
finished in the middle of the 
pack in head coach Jacob 
Green’s first year at the helm.  
The Wildcats finished the 

year 15-17 overall, and they 
had three All-Conference 
winners.  Senior Joe Winter 
earned a First Team All-Con-
ference selection.  Fellow 
senior Damon Dittmar was 
a Second Team selection.  
Finally, senior Mason Smith 
was an Honorable Mention 
for 2025. 

 The Stockton Blackhawks 
finished the year going just 
7-21 overall.  One bright spot 
on their team was sophomore 
Carter Blair.  Blair stood out 
as one of the youngest mem-
bers of the varsity team, and 
he earned a Second Team 
All-Conference selection for 
his play.  Stockton senior Ja-
cob Harbach was an Honor-
able Mention.  Stockton also 
won this year’s Sportsman-
ship award.  

 Galena had three All-Con-
ference players in Second 
Team guys Myles Schum-
acher and Drew Koenigs, and 
Honorable Mention Owen 
Hefel.  West Carroll’s Chanse 
Schnitzler was an Honorable 
Mention as well, to round out 
this year’s All-Conference 
teams.

Wildcats hopeful deep pitching staff 
leads to success in 2025 baseball season
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 The River Ridge-Scales 
Mound Wildcats are com-
ing off a baseball season in 
which they finished 13-12 
overall.  A heartbreaking 5-4 
loss in regional play to East 
Dubuque brought an end to 
that campaign.  Additionally, 
the Wildcats graduated five 
long-time players in George 
Winter, Ethan Walters, Ben 
Richmond, Ty Spahn, and 
Evan Cogan.  

 Despite losing that group, 
the Wildcats return with a 
vast amount of varsity expe-
rience in one of the most im-
portant positions on the field.  
The Wildcats will return al-
most 90 percent of their in-
nings pitched from last sea-
son.  Damon Dittmar, Der-
rick Distler, Joe Winter, and 
Sam Rife are all expected to 
lead the way on the mound 
again this year. 

 As a senior, Dittmar is 
back after earning a Second 
Team All-Conference selec-
tion last year.  Fellow senior 
Winter was also a Second 
Team All-Conference pick 
last year.  With Distler out 
there, the Wildcats will have 
a trio of seniors they can 
count on on the mound.  Sam 
Rife is back for his junior 
campaign, and he offers an-
other strong arm to the staff. 

 The Wildcats also return 
some other All-Conference 
talent in junior Kaden Deurr 

and senior Mason Smith.  
Deurr was a First Team 
All-Conference selection last 
season.  Smith as a Second 
Team All-Conference pick 
himself.  Senior Camden 
Flack is also back, giving the 
Wildcats a nucleus of seven 
experienced players to build 
around. 

 While the pitching staff is 
undoubtedly RR-SM’s strong 
suit, their 13-year head 
coach, Jeremy Knauer, still 
says they are going to have 
to step things up a notch.  
“The other big question mark 
for us will be who pitches in 
our win-or-go-home games.  
We have several candidates, 
but no one has taken over the 
Ace role, yet,” Knauer ex-
plained, after discussing his 
initial concern with the team. 

 Going 13-12 is good 
enough to compete in Mid-
west high school baseball, 
but that doesn’t tell the 
whole story of the 2024 sea-
son.  The Wildcats opened 
the year with a five-game 
winning streak.  They ap-
peared poised for a very suc-
cessful season.  They would 
go just 8-12 over their final 
20 games.  Five of those 
losses were by three runs, or 
less, including their postsea-
son loss to ED.  

 Knauer spoke about some 
of the struggles that cost 
them in those games, and 
how it is a focus for improve-
ment in 2025.  “Our biggest 

hurdle is definitely mental 
toughness.  We have a pattern 
of losing focus for short peri-
ods of time, especially in key 
moments.  We lost severable 
winnable games last season 
because of the snowball ef-
fect.  It’s almost impossible 
to play that perfect game, 
but one mistake in an inning 
can’t lead to three.  We are 
hoping our experience will 
help us clear that final hur-
dle,” Knauer explained. 

 The Wildcats will have 
some help in getting over 
that hurdle this season.  Join-
ing the roster are newcomers 
junior Aidan Soppe, junior 
Bode Dittmar, senior Jerry 
Longmore, and sophomore 
Hamish Boden.  

 Knauer expects the 2025 
season to be heavily compet-
itive.  He still predicts East 
Dubuque and Forreston to 
be the top teams in the area, 
which many would agree.  
Behind them are several ca-
pable teams hoping to knock 
them off.  Lena-Winslow, 
Galena, Dakota, and War-
ren-Stockton were programs 
mentioned by Knauer.  

 The Wildcats won’t have 
to wait long for the 2025 sea-
son to get underway.  Weath-
er permitting, RR-SM will 
open the season on March 
24, when they travel to take 
on Milledgeville.  Then, on 
March 26, things quickly 
heat up as they play host to 
Lena-Winslow.  
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HWY 64 AUCTIONS - ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS! 

ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS STARTING MONDAY MARCH 3RD 2025 
MONDAY – FRIDAY 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM - SATURDAYS 8:00 AM UNTIL NOON 

LAST DAY TO CONSIGN FRIDAY MARCH 15TH!  
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WE ARE LOOKING FOR QUALITY USED EQUIPMENT 
Farm & Construction Equipment, Skid Steers, Attachments, Hay & Forage Equipment, Planting & 

Tillage Equipment, Trucks, Trailers, Lawn & Garden, Recreational Equipment & More! 
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SATURDAY, APRIL 26 • 9 A.M.
SCHRADER SPRING EQUIP. AUCTION

5995 IL 75 E. • Dakota, IL
SELLING: Tractors, field equip, livestock equip., fencing, shop & yard 

equip., hay & straw, lumber, vehicles. NO guns or household items. 
Get listings in NOW to advertise. 815-449-2215

468938

ONLINE AUCTION
David Kentner (Living Estate)
1211 Sullivan Dr., Freeport, IL 61032

North off Pearl City Road
Bid online, Go to  Diekenauction.hibid.com 

or Visit diekenauctionservice.com
Friday, March 14 - Wednesday, March 19, 6 p.m. (Soft Close) 

Preview date, Thursday, March 13 from 5 - 7 p.m. 
Come-N-Look

NOTE: Loading will be tight/congested. Please be understanding.

Antiques, Collectibles, Household, Furniture, Lots of Currier & Ives, 
Holiday decor, Clothes, Garage/Lawn/Garden, Misc. Over 700 lots.

Pick up only: Friday, March 21 from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
and Saturday, March 22 from 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Bring help and tools for loading your items. 

Terms/Cond: Credit/Debit card payment only, 15% Buyers Prem., IL. 
Everything Sold AS IS.

Dieken Auction Service, Warren IL. 61087, 815-222-0542
diekenauction@gmail.com 

Terry Dieken IL. Lic. #440000430/Wi. Lic. #859  
(Like us on Facebook) 468940

Salvation Army of Freeport news
 The Local Salvation Army 

of Freeport is able to continue 
to give individuals and fam-
ilies pantry, clothing, social 
services, utilities assistance, 
emergency disaster services, 
shelter, and more thanks to 
the contributions of commu-
nity members.  Several events 
and programs are in place to 
support those in need. 

 Family Night is held on 

the fourth Saturday of each 
month, where families and in-
dividuals can join for a movie, 
food, games, and fellowship.  
This month’s Family Night 
will be held on March 22 at 5 
p.m. at 106 W. Exchange St. 

 The Daily Lunch Program 
has grown substantially, with 
lunches given out for every-
day Monday through Friday.  
Food items needed to support 

this program include chips, 
snacks, lunch meant, and fruit 
cups.  Monetary donations 
are also accepted. The pantry 
programs have expanded as 
well.   Volunteers are needed 
to deliver pantries and to box 
up items for the drive through 
pickups.  Contact the Salva-
tion Army by calling 815-
235-7639 to volunteer or do-
nate.

Jo Daviess County 
Farm Bureau and 

Small Town Saloon 
debut ‘Roots Lager’

The Jo Daviess County Farm Bureau is excited to 
announce the debut of a new craft beer, Roots Lager, 
at Small Town Saloon in Elizabeth, IL. This one-of-a-
kind brew is a collaboration between the Illinois Farm 
Bureau and Destihl Brewery, based out of Normal, IL. 
What makes Roots Lager particularly special is its use of 
locally sourced corn from a Knox County Farm Bureau 
member, bringing a true taste of the region to every sip.

 Roots Lager will be rolled out at Small Town Saloon 
in Elizabeth starting Saturday, March 22, from 5 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. A limited amount of the brew is available, 
so don’t miss out on this rare opportunity to enjoy this 
farmer inspired beer. If sales are successful, there’s hope 
of making Roots Lager a regular offering at Small Town 
Saloon. Also adding to the local flare will be a special on 
slider sandwiches made from locally grown Jo Daviess 
County beef. 

 “We’re thrilled to see this event showcasing the rich 
agricultural roots of our community while supporting 
local farms,” said Annette Eggers, manager at the Jo 
Daviess County Farm Bureau. “It’s a fun, meaningful 
way to connect people to the farmers who help feed 
America.” Celebrate local farming, craft brewing, and 
the community’s agricultural legacy. Join for an evening 
of great beer, delicious local food, and a toast to the 
hardworking farmers who make it all possible.

NUIC North 2025 boys basketball 
All-Conference teams released
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 With the 2024-2025 boys 
basketball season rapidly ap-
proaching its end, the NUIC-
North conference released its 
All-Conference teams for the 
season.  To no one’s surprise, 
Pecatonica’s Cooper Hoffman 
was named the NUIC-North 
Player of the Year.  Hoffman 
helped Pecatonica win more 
than 30 games, reach the Sec-
tional Championship game 
and became the school’s all-
time leading scorer this year. 

 Pecatonica also had the 
most All-Conference selec-
tions overall.  Of the 18 award 
winners, six of them played 
for Pecatonica.  Joining Hoff-
man on First Team was Peca-
tonica’s all-time leading re-

bounder, Jaxon Diedrich.  On 
Second-Team, the Indians had 
Zion Braimah, Brody Black, 
and Jordan Gassman.  Joshua 
Jennings was an Honorable 
Mention for Pecatonica. 

 The Lena-Winslow Pan-
thers were next up with four 
All-Conference players, 
which tied Dakota.  The Pan-
thers finished the year with 
over 20 wins and a pair of 
postseason victories.  The 
Panthers’ only First Team 
All-Conference selection 
was a very deserving player 
in Jaylen Rakowska.  As the 
team’s clutch player, Rakow-
ska provided many exciting 
moments for the Panther faith-
ful, including a game-winner 
to extend their postseason.  
Rakowska was a unanimous 

selection to the First Team for 
his play this season. 

 The Panthers then had ju-
niors Aiden Wild and Miles 
Mahon on the Second Team 
All-Conference list.  Finally, 
senior Michael Mowery was 
an honorable mention pick 
for the Panthers.  Together, 
the trio of Wild, Mahon, and 
Mowery provided the Pan-
thers with a versatile, physi-
cal attach that defenses found 
hard to match.  You had to 
pick your poison when strat-
egizing defense against the 
2024-2025 Panthers.  Wild 
and Mahon both return for 
next season. 

 Pearl City had just one 
All-Conference player this 
season, but it was a big one.  
Junior Lane Kempel helped 

the Wolves finish over 500 
for the first time in over five 
seasons.  The last time the 
Wolves finished over 500 was 
when they went 18-9 back in 
the 2018-2019 season.  This 
year, Kempel helped the 
Wolves finish 16-16 overall.  
Two of the Wolves highlights 
for 2024-2025 were an over-
time win over a 21-13 Forres-
ton squad, and a conference 
victory over Lena-Winslow. 

 Dakota rounded out the 
All-Conference teams with 
four selections of their own.  
Senior Micah Schrader and 
junior Austin Stuckey were 
both First Team Selections.  
Senior Braxton Niedermeier, 
and junior Cason Mayer were 
Honorable Mentions for Da-
kota.

By Victoria Hansen
 With the warm weather, 

my desire to spend more and 
more time outside grows. I 
often joke that one day I may 
just put a chair and table out 
in the parking lot at the office 
so I can work in the sunshine. 
I don’t think the weather is 
there yet, but warmer days are 
ahead. 

 If you are looking for 
something fun to do outside, 
the Young Leader Committee 
is hosting the Annual Bruce 
Johnson Memorial Farm to 
Farm 5K/10K Run on April 
5. This is one of my favorite 
events. There are a few im-
portant dates to remember if 
you are planning on partic-
ipating. On March 19, early 
registration discount ends. 
Prices will increase on March 
20. March 19 is the final day 
to register and guarantee a 
shirt and finisher medal. April 
5 is Run Day. Registration be-

gins at 7:30 a.m., the 10K run 
begins at 8:50 a.m., the 5k run 
begins at 9 a.m., and the Fun 
5k Run/Walk begins at 9:05 
a.m.

 Funds raised by this event 
will be donated to the Ag-
riculture in the Classroom 
program. Registration and 
additional information can 
be found by visiting www.
runsignup.com and search-
ing Bruce Johnson Memorial 
Farm to Farm or by stopping 
by the Farm Bureau office at 
210 W Spring Street Freeport, 
IL 61032 or calling 815-232-
3186 and asking to speak with 
Victoria.

Rural Nurse Practitioner 
Scholarship application 
available

 We are pleased to an-
nounce that the Illinois Farm 
Bureau® Rural Nurse Practi-
tioner Scholarship Program 
is now open for applica-

tions. This program offers 15 
scholarships, each valued at 
$4,000, to support nurse prac-
titioners committed to serving 
rural communities in Illinois. 
For over 33 years, this schol-
arship initiative has been in-
strumental in fostering a ro-
bust network of rural health 
practitioners, addressing the 
primary healthcare needs in 
Illinois’ rural areas. 

 Scholarship recipients are 
expected to practice in an ap-
proved rural area within the 
state for a minimum of two 
years. Eligibility criteria in-
clude being a resident of Illi-
nois and either accepted into 
or currently enrolled in an 
accredited Nurse Practitioner 
Program as a Registered 
Nurse. 

 The Rural Illinois Medical 
Student Assistance Program 
(RIMSAP) proudly funds this 
initiative. Interested appli-
cants can obtain application 

forms from county Farm Bu-
reaus® throughout the state, 
the RIMSAP website at RIM-
SAP.com, or by reaching out 
to Donna Gallivan, Program 
Manager, at the Illinois Farm 
Bureau, 1701 Towanda Ave-
nue, Bloomington, IL 61701. 
Please note that the applica-
tion deadline is May 1.  For 
additional information or in-
quiries, please contact Donna 
Gallivan at 309-557-2350 or 
via email at dgallivan@ilfb.
org.

Illinois Farm Bureau 
comments on new tariffs 
on the United States’ 
top agricultural trading 
partners

Illinois Farm Bureau Pres-
ident Brian Duncan com-
mented today on new tariffs 
imposed on the United States’ 
top three agricultural trading 

Stephenson and Carroll County Farm Bureau 
news

See newS, Page 15



Page 8        SHOPPER’S GUIDE        Wednesday, March 12, 2025

If you live in Lena, you can receive the Shopper’s Guide every week by email or 
mail for FREE!

Free delivery is available in Lena by mail or email when requested. As an 
alternative to mail, a free Digital eSubscription will be available by request. A link 
to your eSubscription will be emailed to you every 
week.

Now is your chance to get your hometown news 
before the newspaper is hot off the press! The 
Shopper’s Guide eSubscription can be read on 
a computer, laptop or tablet. To continue free 
delivery by email or mail and avoid missing 
any issues, return your form 
today!

There will be no 
telemarketing calls, no strings 
attached, just convenient, free 
delivery compliments of our advertisers.

458572

Receive your FREE copy of 
the Shopper’s Guide every 

week by email or mail!

____ Yes. I want an eSubscription! I would like to receive 
the Shopper’s Guide by email, for 3 years at no charge. My 
weekly link lets me get the newspaper before mail home 
delivery.
____ Yes. I would like to receive FREE home delivery of The 
Shopper’s Guide by mail to my Lena address, for 3 years at 
no charge.

Please call for mail subscription rates outside of Lena.

Name_________________________________________________ Date:_________________
Address: _______________________________________ Phone:______________________
Email:_____________________________ Signature:________________________________

Mail to: The Shopper’s Guide, c/o Rock Valley Publishing, 1102 Ann St., 
Delavan, WI 53115 OR send by email to: scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com

For subscription rates outside of Lena, IL please call 815-369-4112
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24-HOUR SERVICE ON ALL BRANDS

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL
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ACCIDENTS HAPPEN!
Let us take the worry out of having your vehicle repaired.

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

 Alaina Dinderman (Snappy Snazzers) wins the Dairy Showman of Showman class. 
Youth in Stephenson County exhibited 4-H projects this past month at various shows 
held out at the Stephenson County Fairgrounds and at the Stephenson County Farm 
Bureau. For more photos, see inside.

Panthers building 
back in hopes 
of another 
postseason run
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 Excluding the 2020 Covid 
year, the Lena-Winslow Pan-
thers have won three consec-
utive Illinois Class 1A State 
Football Titles.  Although the 
Panthers lost a majority of last 
year’s squad, many believe Le-
Win has what it takes to make 
another deep postseason run. 

 “We lost 10 starters on de-
fense and eight starters on of-
fense,” Lena-Winslow head 
coach Ric Arand shared just 
before practice for the 2023 
season started.  Arand is enter-
ing his 27th season as the Pan-
thers’ head coach.  The expe-
rienced instructor will have to 
find a way to take a roster filled 
mostly with new faces and help 
them reach their full potential 
once again.  

 If anyone is capable of do-
ing that, it’s Arand.  Through 
26 years, Arand holds a career 
record of 234-66.  More than 
Arand, the Panther-Strong pro-
gram has set the standard for 
winning across Illinois High 
School Football.  Not only 
have they captured three con-
secutive titles, but six in total.  
The Panthers have stamped 
their name in the Illinois histo-
ry books and this 2023 squad is 
hoping to do much of the same. 

 Despite losing so many to 
graduation, the Panthers still 
return some familiar names 

this season.  Gage Dunker 
gets plenty of action as he re-
turns as an outside lineback-
er on defense and the team’s 
fullback on offense.  Dunker, 
the younger brother of Gen-
nings Dunker, who is now on 
the Iowa Hawkeyes, looks to 
lead the way for the Panthers.  
Dunker will have some famil-
iar faces blocking ahead of him 
as the Panthers return two start-
ing offensive linemen.  Odin 
Stabenow and Tanner Kempel 
will look to hold things down 
on the edge as the Panthers’ of-
fensive tackles.  

 Outside of that, howev-
er, Le-Win is going to have a 
plethora of new faces on the 
field in 2023.  “We need a lot 
of guys to step up and ma-
ture quickly to be successful,” 
Arand shared. 

 The Panthers will have 
to replace a number of guys 
along the line of scrimmage.  
Luke Kempel, Luke Staben-
ow, Brady Aurand, and Alex 
Packard will all be playing 
on the offensive and defen-
sive line.  Mason Spidahl and 
Quinn Rodebaugh will both 
get opportunities at tight end 
and defensive end as well.  Ca-
sey Klever also lines up at tight 
end on offense, but he’s off the 
line on the defensive side as an 
outside linebacker.  
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Stephenson County 4-H Fair winner See PantherS, Page 6

Think Spring...
Bleaching Special

1/2 OFF
Call to Schedule Your Free Consultation Today!

450748

Dr. Stephen Petras
Stockton Dental Center

120 West Front Ave, Stockton, IL 61085
www.stocktondental.com

A licensed Illinois General Dentist

815-947-3700

BUSSIAN INSURANCE
PRICE • COVERAGE • SERVICE

Your Independent Agent for All Your Insurance Needs
815-369-4747 • www.bussianinsurance.com 413673

Joe Werhane
815-238-9020

Call for a 
Quote

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

New installation
Repairs • Remodeling
Routine maintenance

464883

Arrest for aggravated 
driving under the 
influence of drugs 
resulting in death of 
another

 On March 5, 2025, Sheila 
Anderson, a 66-year-old res-
ident of Freeport, was served 
with a felony Grand Jury in-
dictment for one count of Ag-

gravated Driving Under the 
Influence of Drugs Resulting 
in Death of Another stemming 
from a traffic accident that oc-
curred on Aug. 23, 2024. 

 On that date at 1:58 p.m., 
Officers of the Freeport Po-
lice Department responded to 
a traffic accident involving a 
vehicle and a motorcycle at the 

intersection of Adams Avenue 
and Spring Street. During the 
course of the investigation, 
it was determined that Shei-
la Anderson operated a 2007 
Dodge Nitro while having an 
amount of drug in her blood 
resulting from the unlawful 
use of cocaine and causing an 
accident which later led to the 
death of another person. 

 Sheila Anderson was ar-
rested and served copies of the 
Grand Jury indictment at the 
Freeport Police Department. 
Anderson was processed at 
the Police Department and re-
leased pursuant to an order by 
the court under the provisions 
set forth in the Pre-Trial Fair-
ness Act. 

 The public is reminded that 
the defendant is presumed in-
nocent and is entitled to a fair 
trial, at which the government 
has the burden of proving guilt 
beyond a reasonable doubt.

Trump administration ends reimbursements for Illinois food programs
By Ben Szalinski
Capitol news illinois 

The Trump administration 
has stopped reimbursing Illi-
nois for a program designed to 
help farmers and supply fresh 
food to Illinois food banks.

The Illinois Department of 
Agriculture announced last 
week that changes to federal 
funding mean Illinois is miss-
ing reimbursements for costs 
for the Local Food Purchase 
Assistance Program, or LFPA, 
and can no longer run the Resil-

ient Food Systems Infrastruc-
ture Program, or RFSI.

The state agency said the 
federal U.S. Department of 
Agriculture has told states it 
will not reimburse them for any 
costs for the programs dating 
back to when Trump took of-
fice on Jan. 20.

LFPA, which funds the Il-
linois-EATS program, uses 
federal funding to buy fresh 
products from farmers at a fair 
market value, then distributes 
the food to communities via 

food pantries and other simi-
lar programs designed to help 
people in need for no additional 
cost. All the food produced as 
part of Illinois’ program comes 
from socially disadvantaged 
farmers, including those the 
federal government defines as 
“new farmers.”

More than 170 farmers 
have supplied food to 883 lo-
cations in Illinois through Illi-
nois-EATS.

Brenda Stewart, a farm own-
er in Pembroke Township in 

Kankakee County, received 
grant funding through the state. 
She told Capitol News Illinois 
she is most worried about the 
people who depend on her farm 
and the grant program to eat 
healthy.

“We’re still going to grow 
our food, we’re still going to 
provide what we can to our 
community, but not on the scale 
if they were able to receive,” 
Stewart said.

Pembroke Township has no 
grocery store and many resi-
dents are on food stamps, Stew-
art said. She said IL-EATS and 
her farm provide many of the 
residents one of their only ave-
nues for fresh and healthy food.

The USDA approved $43 
million for Illinois to carry out 
the program for several years, 
but the state is still missing 
$17.8 million, according to 
the Illinois Department of Ag-
riculture. The state and USDA 

announced a partnership for the 
program in 2022.

The state has also not re-
ceived $6.5 million for the 
RFSI grant program. The pro-
gram is designed to improve 
capacity for food processors 
and distributors and improve 
access to better distribution 
markets. The state has estab-
lished a grant program based 
on funding from the federal 
government and was in the pro-
cess of selecting winners.

There was no explanation for 
why reimbursements submit-
ted after Jan. 19 were stopped, 
according to the state, and re-
imbursement claims have been 
returned.

USDA did not return a re-
quest for comment.

“That program made the 
difference, and I would say 
to Elon Musk and President 
Trump, this is saving lives. This 
is teaching our babies how to 

eat fresh vegetables and how it 
helps their medical conditions,” 
Stewart said.

News that the two programs 
are on an indefinite hold comes 
a week after Gov. JB Pritzker 
and Illinois’ Democratic mem-
bers of Congress sent a letter 
to the White House Office of 
Management and Budget ask-
ing why the Trump adminis-
tration was withholding $1.9 
billion from Illinois state agen-
cies, nonprofits and businesses.

“These are federal funds 
that were passed by Congress, 
signed into law, and promised 
to Illinois,” the letter stated. 
“State agencies, small busi-
nesses, nonprofit organizations, 
and everyday citizens across Il-
linois—including in rural com-
munities—are still having trou-
ble accessing allocated federal 
funding.”

Freeport police
See reimburSementS, Page 11
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CELEBRATING 20 YEARS

0%
FINANCING
OPTIONS

AVAILABLE*

WINDOWS INCL. EGRESS • SIDING • DOORS
Lifetime Warranty • Professionally Trained Installers

“Not only do we 
stand behind our
windows, we 
stand on
them!”

Local Owner,
Scott
Williamson

Se Habla
Español

AMERICA’S LARGEST
HOME IMPROVEMENT COMPANY

Locally Owned & Operated
Professional & Insured Crews

True Lifetime Warranties, Guaranteed Forever!

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS FOR 20 YEARS

Call Today For Your FREE ESTIMATE

www.windowworldrockford.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 am-5 pm; Sat. 9 am-Noon

*Please see a team member or our website for details

®

815-395-1333
6010 Forest Hills Rd.

Rockford, IL

 The University of Illinois 
Extension’s 4-H Program 
hosted its highly anticipated 
annual Super Saturday event 
on Saturday, March 1, 2025, 
at the Stephenson Farm Bu-
reau Office. This hands-on, 
three-hour event brought to-
gether over 60 youth, ages 5 
to 18, for a day of exploration 
and creativity. Open to all 
area youth, regardless of 4-H 
membership, Super Saturday 
provided an exciting oppor-
tunity for kids to experience 
a wide range of 4-H project 
areas.

 To kick off the morning, 
the event welcomed a special 
guest, Shelby Stone, the reign-
ing National Petite Miss Agri-
culture USA. Shelby, a Ste-
phenson County 4-H member, 
shared her inspiring story with 
attendees. Not only is Shelby 
royalty, but her roots in 4-H 
made her presentation even 
more meaningful. The youth 
were captivated as she spoke 
about her journey and her pas-
sion for agriculture. 

 Youth ages 8 to 18 par-

ticipated in three interactive 
workshops, where they could 
select from a variety of activi-
ties. This year’s workshops in-
cluded Cooking, Scrapbook-
ing, Leathercraft, Shooting 
Sports, Floral Arrangements, 
Building Peep Houses, Play-
ing with Clay, and Painting 
Mini Barn Board Quilts.

 Meanwhile, younger par-
ticipants, ages 5 to 7, enjoyed 
a special 4-H Cloverbud Super 
Saturday event. These bud-
ding gardeners had the chance 
to learn about gardening while 
creating “People Flowerpots” 
by painting flowerpots and 
adding straw hats, making 
Window Gardens with bean 
seeds, and starting their own 
plants in peat pots. In a few 
weeks, these young garden-
ers will be able to watch their 
seeds grow and take pride in 
their very own garden.

 In addition to the support 
of 4-H volunteers and the 4-H 
Ambassadors (Stephenson 
County’s youth leadership 
team), several local organiza-
tions and businesses played a 

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
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 Serenity Hunt works on 
creating her scrapbook 
page using photos of her 
dog at the Super Saturday 
event held this past week-
end.
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 Colette Brinkmeier fo-
cuses on her leathercraft 
coaster she made.

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
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 Lane Atwater displays 
his floral arrangement he 
made with the help of the 
Stephenson County Mas-
ter Gardeners.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

 Paige McPeek shows her Peep House she built in the 
session with the Stephenson County Association for 
Home and Community Education volunteers.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

 The Cloverbuds got down and dirty planting seeds in 
peat pots as part of their gardening morning.

University of Illinois Extension hosts 4-H Super Saturday event for local youth
key role in making the event 
a success. Volunteers from the 
Stephenson County Associa-
tion for Home & Community 
Education guided youth in 
building houses from cook-
ies and candy to house Peep 
marshmallow treats. Stephen-
son County Master Gardeners 
led floral arrangement ses-
sions, with flowers generously 
donated by Deininger Floral 
Shop in Freeport. Sunny Hill 
Craft Company provided 
materials and instruction for 
painting mini wooden barn 
board quilts.

 For more information 
about 4-H and upcoming 
events, visit our website at: 
go.illinois.edu/jsw or call the 
Stephenson County Extension 
office at 815-235-4125.
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Black Diamond Music Studio and Sales

1329 E. South Street • Freeport, IL • 815-233-0118 • blackdiamondmusic1@yahoo.com
Stop in and check us out or call for more info. • Layaway & Gift Certificates available

Full Service Music Store
Recording, Repairs, Lessons, Strings, Guitar Picks, Straps, Cases, New & Used -

Plus Guitars, Basses, Drumsticks, Harmonicas & Ukuleles

468621

BRING THIS COUPON IN FOR $5 OFF
GUITAR CLEAN UP SPECIAL

($39.00 with purchase of strings)

106 E. Railroad Street • Lena, IL
815-369-1210

Serving Corned Beef & Cabbage, 
Red Potatoes & Carrots all day!

Sun. & Mon., March 16 & 17
Available 11:00 a.m. until gone

468622

Lena • 815-369-2222

Monday, March 17
CORNED BEEF

& CABBAGE
Starting at 11 a.m.

until gone!
468624

HARTZELL’S

7989 IL 78 N • WARREN • 815-745-3311

your
hometown

proud
supermarket

Monday, March 17th
Serving corned beef & 
cabbage in our deli

11 a.m. until gone

468626

468629

` Irish Giftware ` St. Pat’s Cards
` Green Flowers & Bouquets

` St. Pat’s Balloons ` Much More

Pot of Gold Sale!

The Bunny Hop is
Friday, March 21, 2025

Order her a corsage!!!

the luck of the Irish starts among 
the Green plants at deVoe floral

216 W. Main Street
Lena • 815-369-5549

HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sat. 8:30 a.m. - noon

devoefloral@yahoo.com

Celebrate  St.  Patrick’s Day
414206

468568

815-858-9111
111 North Main St. • Elizabeth, IL

469007

Corned Beef & Cabbage 
with Baby Potatoes & Carrots 

OR 
Reuben Sandwich & Fries

SERVING Sat., March 15 & 
Sunday, March 16

11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

IN*CI*DENTAL*LY

By
Dr. Stephen 
petraS 
Illinois Licensed 
General Dentist

Root resection to save a multirooted tooth
 A root resection or root 

amputation is a surgical 
procedure that is performed 
on a multirooted tooth 
when just one of the roots is 
seriously damaged, fractured, 
or infected. This procedure 
allows your dentist to save an 
otherwise sound tooth. 

 While modern crowns, 
bridges and dental implants 
provide improved esthetics 
and durability, they are never 
going to function as well as 

your natural teeth. Natural 
teeth are designed to bite and 
chew optimally and maintain 
alignment. It is always best 
to retain your natural teeth 

whenever possible. 
 When you experience 

trauma (fractured or 
perforated root), root 
resorption, or loss of 
attachment to the tooth 
socket from periodontal 
disease in a single rooted 
tooth, extraction may be 
your only option. However, 
for those teeth with multiple 
roots, root resection offers 
the opportunity to preserve 
the tooth, as the remaining 

roots continue to provide 
support and stability to the 
tooth in its socket.

 During the procedure, the 
tooth will first undergo a root 
canal to remove the blood 
vessels, nerves, and any 
infected tissues in the pulp. 
The root canals will then be 
filled to prepare the root for 
resection.  During the root 
resection, a small incision in 
the gum will be performed 
to visualize the roots of the 

affected tooth. The diseased 
or fractured root is then 
removed, as well as any 
infected or damaged tissue 
surrounding the tooth. 

 Depending on the reason 
for the resection (trauma, 
decay, periodontal disease), 
the location of the involved 
tooth, the anatomic position 
of the root to be respected, 
and the amount of tissue 
damage/bone recession 
involved, a bone graft may 

be placed at the surgical site 
to promote healing, bone 
growth, and esthetics.  

 Since molars and 
premolars undergo a great 
deal of force when chewing, 
a permanent crown will be 
placed to provide protection, 
structural integrity, and 
stability to the tooth.  To 
keep your tooth functional 
and disease-free, effective 
daily preventative care is 
essential.
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Lena Town Garage Sales
Listings and map to run in Shopper’s Guide 

 Scoop Today’s May 7th Issue

468674

Include

Sign Up Now To Register

To Be Held  Friday, May 9 &
             Saturday, May 10

One word per block for up to 40 words

1) Email filled out form to lenaads@rvpublishing.com
Include phone number for contacting for pre-payment

or
2) Call Cyndee Stiefel directly at 815-745-3730 

with information and pre-payment
or

3) Mail form and payment to: Rock Valley Publishing, LLC, 
1102 Ann Street, Delavan, WI 53115 

by Monday, April 21

Deadline to sign up is Monday, April 21!
Please Sign Up EARLY. Early Registration is Appreciated!!

Name _____________________

Address ___________________

Garage sale dates ___________

Garage sale times ___________

Phone _____________________

$15.00 

FOR UP TO 40 WORDS

including address, 

dates & times.

MUST BE PREPAID!

Illinois bill aims to add more oversight of homeschooling
By Molly Parker and Beth 
Hundsdorfer
Capitol news illinois

A new Illinois bill aims to 
add some oversight of families 
who homeschool their chil-
dren, a response to concerns 
that the state does little to en-
sure these students receive an 
education and are protected 
from harm.

The measure, known as the 
Homeschool Act, comes after 
an investigation by Capitol 
News Illinois and ProPublica 
last year found that Illinois is 
among a small number of states 
that place virtually no rules on 
parents who homeschool their 
children. Parents don’t have to 
register with any state agency 
or school district, and author-
ities cannot compel them to 
track attendance, demonstrate 
their teaching methods or show 
student progress.

Under the new bill, families 
would be required to tell their 
school districts when they de-
cide to homeschool their chil-
dren, and the parents or guard-
ians would need to have a high 
school diploma or equivalent. 
If education authorities have 
concerns that children are re-
ceiving inadequate schooling, 
they could require parents to 
share evidence of teaching ma-
terials and student work.

State Rep. Terra Costa How-
ard, D Glen Ellyn, who is spon-
soring the legislation, said she 
began meeting with education 
and child welfare officials in 
response to the news organi-
zations’ investigation, which 
detailed how some parents 
claimed to be removing their 
children from school to homes-
chool but then failed to educate 
them.

The investigation document-
ed the case of L.J., a 9-year-old 
whose parents decided to ho-
meschool him after he missed 
so much school that he faced 
the prospect of repeating third 
grade. He told child welfare au-
thorities that he was beaten and 
denied food for several years 
while out of public school and 
that he received almost no edu-
cation. In December 2022, on 
L.J.’s 11th birthday, the state 
took custody of him and his 
younger siblings; soon after, he 

was enrolled in public school.
“We need to know that chil-

dren exist,” said Costa How-
ard, vice chair of the Illinois 
House’s child welfare com-
mittee. The legislation is more 
urgent because the number of 
homeschooled children has 
grown since the pandemic be-
gan, she said. “Illinois has zero 
regulations regarding homes-
chooling—we are not the norm 
at all.”

The most recent numbers 
available at the time of the 
news organizations’ investi-
gation showed nearly 4,500 
children were recorded as 
withdrawn from public school 
for homeschooling in 2022—a 
number that had doubled over 
a decade. But there is no way 
to determine the precise num-
ber of students who are homes-
chooled in Illinois, because the 
state doesn’t require parents to 
register.

The bill would require the 
state to collect data on home-
schooling families. Regional 
Offices of Education would 
gather the information, and the 
state board would compile an 
annual report with details on 
the number, grade level and 
gender of homeschooled stu-
dents within each region.

Homeschool families and 
advocates said they will fight 
the measure, which they ar-
gue would infringe on parental 
rights. Past proposals to in-
crease oversight also have met 
swift resistance. The sponsor of 
a 2011 bill that would have re-
quired homeschool registration 
withdrew it after hundreds of 
people protested at the Illinois 
State Capitol. In 2019, a differ-
ent lawmaker abandoned her 
bill after similar opposition to 
rules that would have required 
curriculum reviews and inspec-
tions by child welfare officials.

The Home School Legal 
Defense Association, which 
describes itself as a Christian 
organization that advocates 
for homeschool freedom, said 
it plans to host virtual meet-
ings to educate families on the 
bill and ways they can lobby 
against it.

Kathy Wentz of the Illinois 
Homeschool Association, 
which is against homeschool 

regulations, said she is con-
cerned about the provision that 
would allow the state to review 
education materials, called a 
“portfolio review” in the leg-
islation. She said visits from 
education officials could be 
disruptive to teaching.

“There is nothing in this bill 
to protect a family’s time so 
they can actually homeschool 
without interruptions,” Wentz 
said. She pointed to a 1950 Il-
linois Supreme Court ruling es-
tablishing that homeschooling 
qualified as a form of private 
education and that the schools 
were not required to register 
students with the state.

The bill would require all 
private schools to register with 
the state.

The Capitol News Illinois 
and ProPublica investigation 
found that it’s all but impos-
sible for education officials to 
intervene when parents claim 
they are homeschooling. The 
state’s child welfare agency, 

the Department of Children 
and Family Services, doesn’t 
investigate schooling matters.

Under the proposed law, if 
the department has concerns 
about a family that says it is 
homeschooling, the agen-
cy could request that educa-
tion officials conduct a more 
thorough investigation of the 
child’s schooling. The new law 
would then allow education 
officials to check whether the 
family notified its district about 
its decision to homeschool and 

compel parents to turn over ho-
meschool materials for review.

The increased oversight also 
aims to help reduce truancy 
and protect homeschooled stu-
dents who lose daily contact 
with teachers and others who 
are mandated to report abuse 
and neglect, said Costa How-
ard, whose district includes 
Lombard. Some truancy offi-
cials said that under existing 
law they have no recourse to 
compel attendance or review 
what students are learning at 

home when a family says they 
are homeschooling.

Jonah Stewart, research di-
rector for the Coalition for Re-
sponsible Home Education, a 
national organization of home-
school alumni that advocates 
for homeschooling regulation, 
said the lack of oversight in 
Illinois puts children at risk. 
“This bill is a commonsense 
measure and is critical not only 
to address educational neglect 
but also child safety,” Stewart 
said.

Senior Resource Center hosts 
monthly outreach in March

 The Senior Resource Cen-
ter is pleased to announce its 
upcoming free monthly out-
reach events in Jo Daviess 
County. The events will take 
place from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the following locations:

March 13 – Hanover 
Township Park District , 500 
Fillmore Street, Hanover, IL

March 20 – Stockton 
Township Library, 140 W. 
Benton Ave., Stockton, IL

March 27 – West Galena 
Township Building, 607 Gear 
Street, Galena, IL

 The outreach is designed 
to provide personalized as-
sistance to seniors and their 
families in navigating aging 
and disability resources. Ser-
vices offered include aging 
and disability benefits infor-
mation, Medicaid questions, 
Part D (Prescription Cover-
age) questions,  benefit access 
applications (License Plate 
Discounts), and general aging 
questions. Appointments are 
required to ensure personal-
ized assistance. Call 815-235-
9777 to secure your spot.

A federal judge issued an-
other ruling last week pro-
hibiting the Trump adminis-
tration from blocking distri-
bution of federal funding.

The end of funding for the 
programs comes as Illinois 
farmers face new tariffs im-
posed on three of the state’s 
largest trading partners and 
retaliatory tariffs against 

American goods. Illinois 
farmers exported nearly $14 
billion of agricultural prod-
ucts in 2023, according to 
the Illinois Farm Bureau.

“Illinois farmers’ prod-
ucts—from grains and feed, 
corn, soybeans, ethanol, 
beef, pork, and more—rely 
on access to foreign markets 
and will undoubtedly be im-

pacted by these new tariffs 
either through increased 
prices or decreased market 
access,” Illinois Farm Bu-
reau President Brian Duncan 
said in a statement. “This 
uncertainty coupled with 
an already struggling farm 
economy has farmers wor-
ried as we head into planting 
season.”

•	Reimbursements		 (Continued from page 8)
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Service 
Corner

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

Nick Judge • 815-990-8937
www.sixpointservices.com

Residential and 
Commercial

Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning

Window Washing
Holiday Lighting

Fully insured
413671

The Scoop Today & Shopper’s Guide 469049

DeVoe 
License 
& Title 
Service

Call for Appointment
Mon-Fri 

10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Saturday

10 a.m. - noon

216 W. Main • Lena
815-369-5549

368916

468673

10240 N. Old Mill Rd.
McConnell, IL 61050

815-541-3348
heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

Cash 
discounts 

up to $2,000 
or 0% 

financing 
options 

available!

SPRING SALES EVENT!

Rose 
Handyman 

Service
We Do
It All

No job too small

815-990-0095

462286

468430

— PUBLIC NOTICE —
NOTICE - ACCEPTING MOWING BIDS
We are now accepting bids for mowing the 

Elizabeth Cemetery & Old Log Church.

Bids should be per mowing.
Deadline to submit bids is March 28, 2025.

Any questions call Jeff Spoerl - (815) 858-4045.
Submit bids to: Candis Albrecht,  

313 Orange St., Elizabeth, IL  61028
(Liability Insurance is required)

468935

From Lena’s Kitchen

 Lent has officially begun.  
Mardi Gras Fat Tuesday 
was celebrated with the usu-
al beads, parades and King 
Cakes.  St. Patrick’s Day is 
coming up.  This week our 
recipes include some carry 
overs from Mardi Gras and 
some recipes for St. Patrick’s 
Day.  Have a great week cook-
ing.

French Quarter 
Cheese Spread

 An interesting appetizer 
that is a favorite in New Or-
leans.  It is easy to make and 
easy to serve.

1 pkg. (8 oz.) cream cheese, 
softened

1 T. grated sweet onion
½ t. grated garlic
¼ C unsalted butter, cut 

into cubes
2 T. light brown sugar
1 T. water
1½ t. Worcestershire sauce
1 t. spicy brown mustard
1/8 t. cayenne pepper
½ C. chopped toasted pe-

cans
Butter crackers
 Combine cream cheese, 

onion, and garlic.  Whisk 
cream cheese in a medium 
bowl until smooth.  Stir in 
onion and garlic.  Spread 
mixture evenly onto a serving 
plate.  Chill, uncovered in re-
frigerator until firm, about 1 
hour.  Remove mixture from 
refrigerator and let stand un-
til softened slightly, about 15 
minutes.  In a small saucepan, 
combine butter, brown sugar, 
water, Worcestershire sauce, 
mustard and cayenne pepper.  
Remove from heat; stir in pe-
cans.  Let stand until cooled, 
about 5 minutes.  Spoon over 
cream cheese mixture.  Serve 
with butter crackers.

Irish Flag Salad
 This salad contains all the 

colors of the Irish flag; it is 
perfect for St. Patrick’s Day 
or any spring side.

2 oranges, cut into slices
1 pear, thinly sliced
½ C. feta cheese
¼ C. pistachios, roasted and 

chopped
¼ C. fresh basil, chopped
3 C. spinach, with stems 

removed
Dressing

3 T. olive oil
1½ T. orange juice
1 t. honey
1 t. apple cider vinegar
1 T. lime juice
Salt to taste
 In a large salad bowl, lay-

er the oranges, pear, and feta 
cheese; sprinkle with pista-
chios, and basil.  Dressing:  
Shake up the dressing in a 
mason jar with the olive oil, 
orange juice, honey, vinegar 
and lime juice.  Toss the salad 
with the dressing or serve it 
on the side.

Biscuit Beignets
 A Mardi Gras and New Or-

leans tradition is the beignets.  
Usually, they are a long and 
involved recipe, but this one 
uses canned biscuits to make 
the popular bread treat.

1 can (16.3 oz.) can refrig-
erated buttermilk biscuits

Vegetable oil
Powdered sugar
 Separate biscuits into in-

dividual rounds and cut into 
quarters.  Pour oil to a depth 
of 2 inches into a Dutch oven; 
Heat oil to 350.   Fry biscuit 
quarters in batches 1 to 1 2/3 
minute on each side or until 
golden.  Drain on paper tow-
els.  Dust generously with 
powdered sugar and serve im-
mediately.

Mini Muffuletta 
Sandwiches

 These sandwiches are a 
New Orleans staple that can 
be served anywhere and any-
time.  

2 C. Italian olive salad from 
a jar or giardineria

1 T. chopped fresh basil

1 T. red wine vinegar
¼ t. crushed red pepper
8 sesame seed buns
8 oz. shaved corned beef
8 oz. sliced provolone 

cheese
8 oz. thinly sliced deli ham
8 oz. thinly sliced mozza-

rella
8 oz. thinly sliced dry sala-

mi
16 pimiento-stuffed olives, 

cut in half crosswise.
 Place olive salad, basil, 

vinegar and crushed red pep-
per in the bowl of a food pro-
cessor; pulse until chopped, 
about 5 times.  Top the bottom 
half of each hamburger bun 
with 2 T. of olive salad mix-
ture; top each bun with 1 oz. 
corned beef, 1 oz. ham, 1 oz. 
mozzarella, and 1 oz. salami.  
Top each with 2 T. of olive 
salad mixture and bun tops.  
Cut each sandwich into quar-
ters; secure each quarter with 
a wooden pick topped with an 
olive half.

Ravioli Casserole
Since we are in Lent, we 

will be featuring a nonmeat 
entrée each week.  Some will 
contain seafood, some cheese, 
and some vegetables.  Enjoy 
meatless Fridays.

1 pkg.(20 oz.) refrigerated 
cheese ravioli

2½ C. pasta sauce
2 C. small-curd cottage 

cheese
4 C. shredded mozzarella 

cheese
¼ C. Parmesan cheese
Parsley for garnish
 Preheat the oven to 350.  

Prepare ravioli according to 
package directions; drain.  
Spread 1 C. pasta sauce in an 
ungreased 9 x 13 baking dish.  
Layer with half the ravioli, 1¼ 
C. sauce, 1 C. cottage cheese, 
and 2 C. mozzarella cheese.  
Bake uncovered until bubbly, 
30 to 40 minutes before serv-
ing.  Sprinkle with parsley.

Pretzel Shamrocks
 These no bake shamrocks 

are quick and easy as a snack 
or a party extra.

1 bag (8 to 12 oz.) pretzel 
twists

1 bag (8 to 12 oz.) pretzel 
sticks

White chocolate melting 
wafers (1 bag)

Green food coloring
Green sugar sprinkles
 On a flat surface, lay out a 

piece of parchment paper.  In 
a microwavable bowl, melt 
the white chocolate wafers 
for thirty seconds at a time 
until they are completely 
melted and smooth.  Stir in 
between each microwaving 
session. 

 Once the chocolate is 
completely melted, add a few 
drops of green food coloring 
and stir to desire shade of 
green.  Dip ½ to ¾ of pretzel 
into the melted chocolate and 

carefully place on parchment 
paper.  Next, dip one mini 
pretzel twist at a time into 
the chocolate.  Lay the first 
one on the parchment paper 
so the bottoms touch the top 
of the pretzel stick. If there 
is in any space between the 
bottoms of the pretzel twists, 
move the stick with chocolate 
to make sure that they stay 
together when the chocolate 
sets.  Sprinkle with green 
sugar and set for 30 minutes.  

Chocolate Guinness 
Cake

This Irish cream cake 
will become a favorite all 
year long.  You can substi-
tute chocolate chips for the 
chopped chocolate.  It is moist 
and flavorful.  Enjoy it for St. 
Patrick’s Day and beyond.

6 oz. sweet chocolate 
chopped

11 oz. bottle Guinness Stout
1¼ C. sugar
1¼ C. firmly packed light 

brown sugar
11 T. unsalted butter, soft-

ened
1/3 C. unsweetened cocoa 

powder
¾ C. sour cream, room tem-

perature
2 eggs, room temperature
1 large egg yolk, room tem-

perature 
2½ t. vanilla
2½ C. flour
2½ t. baking soda
1 t. salt
Baking spray with flour
Icing
2 oz. cream cheese softened
1 T. unsalted butter, soft-

ened
1½ C. powdered sugar
2 T. Irish Baileys Cream
 Preheat the oven to 350.  

Place the chocolate in a large 
bowl.  In a medium saucepan, 
whisk together the Guinness, 
sugar, light brown sugar and 
butter; bring to a simmer over 
medium heat, stirring occa-
sionally, until the sugar is dis-
solved and the butter is melt-
ed.  Whisk in the coco pow-
der.  Pour the hot mixture over 
the chocolate and let stand 
for 2 minutes.  Stir until the 
chocolate is melted and the 
mixture is combined.  Whisk 
in the sour cream, eggs, egg 
yolk and vanilla. 

  In a medium bowl, whisk 
together the flour, baking 
soda, and salt.  Slowly add the 
flour mixture to the chocolate 
mixture, whisking just until 
combined.  Spray a 12-cup 
bundt pan with baking spray 
with flour.  Pour the batter 
into the pan.  Bake until a 
wooden pick comes out with 
a few moist crumbs, 45 to 50 
minutes.  Let cake cool for 
5 minutes in the pan before 
carefully flipping the cake out 
onto a wire cooling rack; let 
cool completely.

The not so skinny cook

See kitchen, Page 15
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IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

COUNTY OF Stephenson 
- Freeport, ILLINOIS

U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION
    Plaintiff
  vs.
JACK D. BREIT; 
LERISA D. LEIF; 
ILLINOIS HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS
    Defendant

24 FC 30
CALENDAR

NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is 

hereby given that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclo-
sure entered in the above 
entitled cause Intercounty 
Judicial Sales Corporation 
will on April 16, 2025, at 
the hour 1:30 p.m., Securi-
ty First Title Company, 205 
West Stephenson Street, 
Freeport, IL 61032, sell to 
the highest bidder for cash, 
the following described 
mortgaged real estate:

LOT THIRTY-NINE 
(39) AS DESIGNATED 
UPON PLAT NO. 2 VAL-
LEY MEADOW SUB-
DIVISION, OF A PART 
OF THE NORTHEAST 
QUARTER (1/4) OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUAR-
TER (1/4) OF SECTION 
32M TOWNSHIP 26 
NORTH, RANGE 9 EAST 
OF THE FOURTH PRIN-
CIPAL MERIDIAN, THE 
PLAT OF WHICH SUBDI-
VISION IS RECORDED 
IN BOOK H OF PLATS 
ON PAGE 73 IN THE RE-
CORDER’S OFFICE OF 
STEPHENSON COUN-
TY, ILLINOIS; SITUAT-
ED IN THE COUNTY 
OF STEPHENSON AND 
STATE OF ILLINOIS.

P.I.N. 05-20-32-127-010.
Commonly known as 20 

ACADEMY STREET, 
GERMAN VALLEY, IL 
61039.

The real estate is: single 
family residence. If the 
subject mortgaged real es-
tate is a unit of a common 
interest community, the 
purchaser of the unit other 
than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required 
by subsection (g-1) of Sec-
tion 18.5 of the Condo-
minium Property Act. Sale 
terms: At sale, the bidder 
must have 10% down by 
certified funds, balance 
within 24 hours, by certi-
fied funds. No refunds. The 

property will NOT be open 
for inspection. Prospective 
bidders are admonished to 
check the court file to veri-
fy all information.

For information call Sales 
Department at Plaintiff’s 
Attorney, Robertson, An-
schutz, Schneid, Crane & 
Partners, PLLC, 13010 
Morris Road, Suite 450, 
Alpharetta, Georgia 30004. 
(708) 668-4410 ext. 52109. 
24-213628
INTERCOUNTY 
JUDICIAL SALES 
CORPORATION
intercountyjudicialsales.
com
I3262068

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

March 12, 19, 26, 2025)
468800

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 
MEETING

On March 14, 2025 at 9:00 
AM, a meeting conduct-
ed by the Lena-Winslow 
School District will take 
place in the District Board 
Room at 401 Fremont St., 
Lena, IL. The purpose of 
the meeting will be to dis-
cuss the district’s plans for 
providing special educa-
tion services to students 
with disabilities who at-
tend private schools and 
home schools within the 
district for the 2025-26 
school year. If you are a 
parent of a home-schooled 
student who has been or 
may be identified with a 
disability and you reside 
within the boundaries of 
Lena-Winslow School Dis-
trict, you are encouraged to 
attend. If you have further 
questions pertaining to this 
meeting, please contact Dr. 
Tom Chiles at (815) 668-
0800.

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

March 12, 2025)
468906

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT

JO DAVIESS COUNTY - 
GALENA, ILLINOIS

U.S. BANK TRUST 
NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION, NOT 
IN ITS INDIVIDUAL 
CAPACITY, BUT 
SOLELY IN ITS 
CAPACITY AS 
TRUSTEE OF 
CITIGROUP 
MORTGAGE LOAN 
TRUST 2024-RP1
    Plaintiff,

  -v.-
DENNIS C. HAYES, 
APPLE CANYON LAKE 
PROPERTY OWNERS’ 
ASSOCIATION
    Defendant

2024 FC 66
NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered in the above cause 
on February 13, 2025, 
an agent for The Judicial 
Sales Corporation, will at 
1:30 PM on April 3, 2025, 
at the office of Vincent 
Roth Toepfer & Leinen 
PC, 11406 U.S. Route 20 
W, Galena, IL, 61036, sell 
at a public in-person sale 
to the highest bidder, as set 
forth below, the following 
described real estate:

LOT 105 IN BLUE 
GRAY UNIT OF BRAN-
IGAR’S APPLE CAN-
YON LAKE SUBDIVI-
SION, ACCORDING TO 
THE PLAT THEREOF 
RECORDED IN JO DA-
VIESS COUNTY, ILLI-
NOIS.

Commonly known as 
6A105 APPOMATTOX 
DRIVE, APPLE RIVER, 
IL 61001

Property Index No. 18-
006-105-00

The real estate is im-
proved with a single family 
residence.

The judgment amount 
was $105,617.34.

Sale terms: 25% down 
of the highest bid by cer-
tified funds at the close 
of the sale payable to The 
Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion.  No third party checks 
will be accepted. The bal-
ance, in certified funds/or 
wire transfer, is due with-
in twenty-four (24) hours. 
The subject property is 
subject to general real es-
tate taxes, special assess-
ments, or special taxes 
levied against said real es-
tate and is offered for sale 
without any representation 
as to quality or quantity of 
title and without recourse 
to Plaintiff and in “AS IS” 
condition. The sale is fur-
ther subject to confirma-
tion by the court.

Upon payment in full of 
the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Cer-
tificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a 
deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT 
be open for inspection 
and plaintiff makes no 
representation as to the 

condition of the property. 
Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the 
court file to verify all infor-
mation.

If this property is a con-
dominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale, other than 
a mortgagee, shall pay the 
assessments and the legal 
fees required by The Con-
dominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and 
(g)(4). If this property is a 
condominium unit which is 
part of a common interest 
community, the purchas-
er of the unit at the fore-
closure sale other than a 
mortgagee shall pay the as-
sessments required by The 
Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-
1).

IF YOU ARE THE 
MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE IL-
LINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo 
identification issued by a 
government agency (driv-
er’s license, passport, etc.) 
in order to gain entry into 
our building and the fore-
closure sale room in Cook 
County and the same iden-
tification for sales held at 
other county venues where 
The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration conducts foreclosure 
sales.

For information, contact 
JOHNSON, BLUMBERG 
& ASSOCIATES, LLC 
Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 30 
N. LASALLE STREET, 
SUITE 3650, Chicago, IL, 
60602 (312) 541-9710. 
Please refer to file number 
IL 24 1094.
THE JUDICIAL SALES 
CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 
24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-
SALE

You can also visit The Ju-
dicial Sales Corporation at 
www.tjsc.com for a 7 day 
status report of pending 
sales.
JOHNSON, BLUMBERG 
& ASSOCIATES, LLC
30 N. LASALLE 
STREET, SUITE 3650
Chicago IL, 60602
312-541-9710
E-Mail: ilpleadings@
johnsonblumberg.com
Attorney File No. IL 

24 1094
Case Number: 2024 FC 66
TJSC#: 45-502

NOTE: Pursuant to the 
Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised 
that Plaintiff’s attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collec-
tor attempting to collect a 
debt and any information 
obtained will be used for 
that purpose.
Case # 2024 FC 66
I3261317

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

Feb. 26, March 5, 12, 2025)
468339

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

JO DAVIESS COUNTY 
330 NORTH BENCH 
STREET, GALENA, 

ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF 
Howard Albert Fiedler, 
    DECEASED.

25 PR 12
Notice is given to cred-

itors of the death of the 
above named decedent. 
Letters of office were is-
sued to Hollie Fiedler Free, 
7524 Centenary Avenue, 
Dallas, Texas 75225, as 
Independent Executor, 
whose attorney of record is 
Theodore Netzky, Netzky 
Olswang & Hanlon Law 
Group, LLC, 8605 West 
Bryn Mawr, Suite 309, 
Chicago, Illinois 60631.

The estate will be ad-
ministered without court 
supervision, unless under 
section 5/28-4 of the Pro-
bate Act (Ill. Compiled 
Stat. 1992, Ch. 755, par. 
5/28-4) any interested per-
son terminates independent 
administration at any time 
by mailing or delivering a 
petition to terminate to the 
clerk.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed with the clerk 
or with the representative, 
or both, on or before Au-
gust 26, 2025, or, if mail-
ing or delivery of a notice 
from the representative is 
required by section 5/18-3 
of the Probate Act, the date 
stated in that notice. Any 
claim not filed on or before 
that date is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the 
clerk must be mailed or 
delivered by the claimant 
to the representative and to 
the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.

E-filing is now mandato-
ry for documents in civil 
cases with limited exemp-
tions. To e-file, you must 
first create an account with 

an e-filing service provid-
er. Visit http://efile.illinois-
courts.gov/service-provid-
ers.htm to learn more and 
to select a service provider. 
If you need additional help 
or have trouble e-filing, 
visit http://www.illinois-
courts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.
asp.
Theodore Netzky
Netzky Olswang & 
Hanlon Law Group, LLC 
(2038544)
8605 West Bryn Mawr, 
Suite 309
Chicago, Illinois 60631
(312) 953-4001
I3261404 

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

Feb. 26, March 5, 12, 2025)
468398

PUBLIC NOTICE
Stockton Community Unit 
School District #206 will 
be accepting bids for the 
2025 Site Improvements 
Project at Stockton Ele-
mentary School, 500 N. 
Rush Street, Stockton, Il-
linois. Plans and Specifi-
cations are available on or 
after March 18, 2025, from 
Cordogan Clark & Associ-
ates, Inc. plan room www.
cordoganclarkplanroom.
com. Sealed Bids, con-
spicuously marked, shall 
be received until 2:00 pm 
CST on April 8, 2025, at 
the District Office, 540 N. 
Rush Street, Stockton, Illi-
nois 61085, at which time 
they shall be opened and 
read aloud. A mandatory 
pre-bid meeting is sched-
uled for 10:00 am, March 
20, 2025, virtually via Mi-
crosoft Teams. Prevailing 
wage rates shall apply to 
this Project. Each bid must 
conform and be responsive 
to all pertinent bidding and 
contract documents includ-
ing Contractor qualifica-
tions as specified in said 
documents.

(Published in
The Scoop Today 
March 12, 2025)

469060

LEGAL NOTICES

Can Publish Your
Legals

Call 815-877-4044
or email your

legals to
Legals@rvpublishing.com

Rock ValleyPublishing LLC

425124
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Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

FIND BARGAINS IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS

To place an ad in our
Help Wanted Section...

Call (815) 369-4112

 real estate
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 for sale

For details on placing an ad in our 

Classified Section
Call 815-369-4112
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Serving the communities in Jo Daviess County Regional Ag Sales

Reps Wanted

20%-30% Commission
Rates on Sales

Submit your application
to sales@alpineag.xyz
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240 W. Main St., Suite A, Lena, IL 61048
815-369-4225

www.radersinsurance.com 
www.westpointmutual.com
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May You Have A 
Healthy & Prosperous 

New Year
Nick, Annie & Kris

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

By Beth Hundsdorfer
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Local hospitals and health 
departments will get help 
from the Illinois Department 
of Public Health and the Illi-
nois Emergency Management 
Agency to meet the healthcare 
demand during a COVID-19 
surge, adding staffing to pro-
vide medical care and provide 

vaccines and testing.
The state will also help ramp 

up COVID-19 testing, now op-
erating six days a week to in-
crease availability. That started 
Monday.

“We are also increasing test-
ing and continuing to distribute 
monoclonal antibodies, anti-vi-
ral pills and any treatments or 
personal protective equipment 

communities need,” Gov. JB 
Pritzker said during a news 
conference. “I will continue to 
do everything possible to pro-
tect all the people of this state, 
whatever your vaccine status. 
But what kind of year 2022 
turns out to be depends on all 
of us doing what is best for all 
of us.”

 Pritzker was on a call with 

President Joe Biden and the 
National Governors Associa-
tion on Dec. 27 to discuss the 
response to the Omicron vari-
ant.

Illinois Department of Pub-
lic Health Director Dr. Ngozi 
Ezike confirmed that Illinois 
is seeing higher hospitalization 
rates. The state is now averag-
ing 500 hospital admissions a 

State to assist with mass vaccinations, testing 
operations, hospital staffing to battle COVID-19 surge

Illinois will send personnel and resources to county health departments
day due to COVID-19. While 
Illinois was still battling the 
Delta variant of COVID-19, 
the Omicron variant was intro-
duced a couple of weeks ago. 
The Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention said earlier 
last month that the Omicron 
variant is the dominant strain 
of COVID-19 in the U.S. with 
more than 73 percent of new 
cases attributable to the variant.

To protect from the 
COVID-19, harm reduction 
strategies will still need to be 
employed, Ezike said, like 
wearing masks, social distanc-
ing, hand-washing and staying 
away from large crowds.

“We have a vaccine that is 
highly effective at preventing 
severe illness and death,” Ezike 
said. “Currently, we are seeing 
a demand for booster doses, 
but it is critically important for 
those who have yet to receive 
even one dose of vaccine to get 

vaccinated.”
The vast majority of cases, 

hospitalizations and deaths are 
among the unvaccinated, Ezike 
said.

Those most at risk:
· Are more than 65 years old.
· Suffer from heart, liver or 

kidney disease.
· Are immunocompromised.
· Have diabetes.
Vaccine clinics will be held 

in Cook, DuPage, Lake, Will, 
Kane, St. Clair, McLean, San-
gamon, Peoria, Winnebago, 
Jackson and Adams counties. 
Anyone age 12 older can get 
a first or second dose at these 
locations.

Community-based testing 
sites will be open Monday 
through Saturday in Aurora, 
Arlington Heights, South Hol-
land, Fairview Heights, Peo-
ria, Bloomington, Champaign, 
Harwood Heights, Rockford 
and Waukegan.

Jo Daviess food pantry 
fundraiser a success

 Each year Shepherd of the 
Hills Lutheran Church holds 
a Steak Fry with all proceeds 
going to support the seven Jo 
Daviess County food pantries.  
The last two years, due to the 
Covid Pandemic, the church 
has hosted a virtual “Steak 
Fry” to continuing garnering 
support.  On Dec. 27, 2021, 

Larry Cording, Steak Fry 
Chairperson, and Pastor Jim 
Mehltretter met with county 
food pantry representatives.  
Thanks to the generosity of 
“Steak Fry” proceeds and 
congregational donations, 
checks totaling $2,800 were 
dispersed, with a $400 check 
going to each food pantry.
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24-HOUR SERVICE ON ALL BRANDS

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

www.superiorhvacservices.com

New installation • Remodeling
Routine maintenance • Repairs

409646
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Serving the communities in Stephenson County
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301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
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g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

ACCIDENTS HAPPEN!
Let us take the worry out of having your vehicle repaired.

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 After winning their first 
game of the season, the Le-
na-Winslow boys’ varsity 
basketball squad went on 
a five-game losing streak.  
After a tough loss to a Bel-
leville, Wisconsin team, 
the Panthers struggled to 
recover.  They went on to 
lose their next four, three 
of which were losses by ten 
points or less.  

 With a record of 2-6, the 
Panthers prepared to play in 

the Erie Tournament to end 
their 2021.  Le-Win got the 
tournament off to a good 
start with a 51-46 win over 
Orion.  It was a good confi-
dence boost for the Panthers, 
as they picked up their third 
win of the season with a 
tough opponent ahead. 

 Later that day, the Pan-
thers faced off with a Beech-
er squad in a game that 
would require overtime de-
cide.  Heading into the extra 
period tied 44-44, Beecher 
outscored the Panthers 7-6, 

handing the Panthers their 
seventh loss of the season.  
They would not let the over-
time loss deter them, howev-
er.  The Panthers managed to 
bounce back with back-to-
back wins in their next two 
games.  

 On Wednesday, Decem-
ber 29, the Panthers faced 
off with Mercer County in 
their third game of the tour-
nament.  The first quarter 
had plenty of scoring as both 
teams combined for twen-
ty-five points.  Le-Win held 

the advantage, however, go-
ing into the second quarter 
up 15-10. 

 Luke Benson caught fire 
in the second quarter.  The 
senior guard hit a trio of 
three-pointers and totaled 
thirteen points in the second 
quarter, helping to extend 
the Panthers’ lead.  In fact, 
Luke scored every single 
second quarter point for the 
Panthers, leading them to a 
28-22 lead heading into half-
time. 

 It was Brody Mahon who 

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

Panthers earn back to back wins
took over in the third quarter.  
Mahon posted twelve third 
quarter points, including a 
pair of his own three-point-
ers.  Luke added another 
five points of his own as the 
duo helped the Panthers take 
a 47-31 lead into the final 
quarter.  With a sixteen-point 
cushion, Le-Win managed to 
coast their way to a 56-37 
victory over Mercer County.  
Mahon led the team in scor-
ing with twenty-three points, 
while Luke was right be-
hind him with twenty of his 
own.  Both of them hit four 
three-pointers on the game 
as the Panthers hit on nine 
total threes in the game.  The 
offensive breakout was nice 
to see as Le-Win looks to 
climb back to five hundred 
on the season. 

 The next day, the Panthers 
were set to face off with a 
5-6 Stark County team.  At 
4-7 themselves, the Pan-
thers were slight underdogs.  
However, it appeared to be 
an even matchup from the 
start.  

 It was the three-point 
shot that sparked momentum 
for the Panthers in the first 
quarter.  Both Mahon and 
Ayden Packard hit a three as 
Le-Win looked to keep up 
with Stark Co.  The Panthers 
found themselves trailing 
12-10 at the end of the first. 

 Some good defense in the 
second quarter, to go along 
with six points from Luke, 
the Panthers managed to flip 
the cards before halftime 
as they led Stark Co. 23-18 
heading into the break. 

 Le-Win put on a dis-

play of chemistry in the 
third quarter.  As a team, 
they combined for fourteen 
points.  No individual scored 
more than four points in the 
quarter, however, as five 
Panthers helped contribute 
those fourteen points.  While 
holding Stark to just five 
points in the third, Le-Win 
managed to take another big 
37-23 lead into the fourth. 

 With the fourteen point 
advantage, the Panthers 
managed to coast their way 
to a 40-29 victory for their 
fifth win of the season.  De-
spite being just 1-5 at one 
point, the Panthers are now 
4-2 over their last six games.  
Lena-Winslow Head Coach, 
Kyle Benson, never gave up 
hope on his squad as he re-
mained focused on the task 
at hand.  Quite simply, Kyle 
credits the recent success to 
“just playing better.”  

 The Panthers have gone 
back to the basics and that 
has paid off for them.  Kyle 
explained, we are turning the 
ball over less, taking better 
shots, and playing sound de-
fense.”  While he is satisfied 
with their improvement in 
recent weeks, Kyle remains 
focused on improving each, 
and every, day.  “We still 
have some areas to shore 
up.”  Kyle said, adding “Our 
kids are trusting this process 
and we are hoping our best 
basketball is still ahead of 
us.”  

 The Panthers will be back 
in action on Saturday, Jan-
uary 8, when they travel to 
Orangeville for their first 
game of 2022.  

422795

 real estate
Other Real Estate

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial 
status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number 
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OP-
PORTUNITY

Auction  Deadline
is Noon Friday! 

Contact Rhonda at
rmarshall@rvpublishing.com 

for information on advertising.

PRIVATE PARTY
ONLY.

Ad must be
prepaid.

Deadlines vary.

Call
815-877-4044

The Wheel Deal
Place your car, truck, motorcycle,

boat or RV for one price and it
runs for up to 16 weeks.

$1995
1st three lines

Extra lines are $1.95 each

17 Papers

Starts for 4 weeks and if not sold you call us
and we will renew at no additional charge!

(Maximum run 16 weeks total)

42
27

85

 transportation

Call
815-369-4112

for details
on placing an ad

Time To
Sell Your 
Home?

42
27

91

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$

If so, we wILL run your ad In THe
scoop Today and sHopper’s GuIde aT

No Charge!

Ads will not be accepted without the following information. Only one free ad per month.

YOUR NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you selling a single item for

less thaN $100?

$$$ $$$
Private Party Only

Just fill out the coupon below and mail to:
Rock Valley Publishing, FREE Ad,
1102 Ann. St., Delavan, WI 53115

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

45
42

87

444841

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing is looking for a Part-

Time Advertising Sales Executive. 
Approximately 20 hours per week.

We publish newspapers, shoppers, and 
niche publications throughout the stateline. 
You have the opportunity to sell into all Rock 
Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making 
your paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:

Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising
Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com

Fax: (262) 725-6844

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Burial Needs
7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to 
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva, 
WI 53147. This is a private sale. 
Contact Randy, the seller at 
randy@slpublishers.com.

Agriculture
ROUND ALFALFA & GRASS 
Excellent quality round alfalfa & 
grass hay bales for sale, stored 
inside,$40 each. 815-291-2382 
or 815-291-2381.

Automobiles
2001 FORD MUSTANG CON-
VERTIBLE Blk on Brn, 90K 
miles, new tires, new brakes, 
mechanically sound throughout, 
minor scratches on body, leath-
er seats, V-6 engine, premium 
sound system and ice-cold A/C 
and hot heat. $6000. call 262-
496-5739.

Automobiles 
Wanted

CASH FOR YOUR FULL SIZE 
JUNK TRUCKS & SUV’s. HAUL 
AWAY 7 DAYS A WEEK! CALL 
262-758-1807.

Campers and RVs
2016 FLEETWOOD TERRA 
34B MOTOR HOME 35’ 27,000 
Miles 3 Slideouts 2 New WI-FI 
TV’s 5.5k Generator.  $79,000 
262-206-4164.

Trucks & Trailers
1955 CHEVY PICK UP Peacock 
Blue, dry, New Mexico truck. 
Runs great. Stored in my heated 
Elkhorn garage. $19.975. (262) 
949-6997.

UTILITY TRAILER With tool box 
and ramps. High speed tires. 
$1,800. OBO. Call 224-518-6491

v v v v v v
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE 15TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

JO DAVIESS COUNTY - 
GALENA, ILLINOIS

U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION, NOT IN ITS 
INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY, BUT 
SOLELY IN ITS CAPACITY 
AS TRUSTEE OF CITIGROUP 
MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST 
2024-RP1
    Plaintiff,
  -v.-
DENNIS C. HAYES, APPLE 
CANYON LAKE PROPERTY 
OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION
    Defendant

2024 FC 66
NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure and Sale 
entered in the above cause on 
February 13, 2025, an agent for 
The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
will at 1:30 PM on April 3, 2025, at 
the office of Vincent Roth Toepfer 
& Leinen PC, 11406 U.S. Route 
20 W, Galena, IL, 61036, sell at a 
public in-person sale to the high-
est bidder, as set forth below, the 
following described real estate:

Commonly known as 6A105 
APPOMATTOX DRIVE, APPLE 
RIVER, IL 61001

Property Index No. 18-006-105-
00

The real estate is improved with 
a single family residence.

The judgment amount was 
$105,617.34.

Sale terms: 25% down of the 
highest bid by certified funds at 
the close of the sale payable to 
The Judicial Sales Corporation.  
No third party checks will be ac-
cepted. The balance, in certified 
funds/or wire transfer, is due 
within twenty-four (24) hours. 
The subject property is subject to 
general real estate taxes, special 
assessments, or special taxes 
levied against said real estate and 
is offered for sale without any rep-
resentation as to quality or quan-
tity of title and without recourse to 
Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition. 
The sale is further subject to con-
firmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the 
amount bid, the purchaser will re-
ceive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to 
the real estate after confirmation 
of the sale.

The property will NOT be open 
for inspection and plaintiff makes 
no representation as to the con-
dition of the property. Prospective 
bidders are admonished to check 

the court file to verify all informa-
tion.

If this property is a condominium 
unit, the purchaser of the unit at 
the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assess-
ments and the legal fees required 
by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)
(4). If this property is a condomini-
um unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale 
other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The 
Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAG-
OR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identifi-
cation issued by a government 
agency (driver’s license, pass-
port, etc.) in order to gain entry 
into our building and the foreclo-
sure sale room in Cook County 
and the same identification for 
sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration conducts foreclosure sales.

For information, contact JOHN-
SON, BLUMBERG & ASSOCI-
ATES, LLC Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 
30 N. LASALLE STREET, SUITE 
3650, Chicago, IL, 60602 (312) 
541-9710. Please refer to file 
number IL 24 1094.
THE JUDICIAL SALES 
CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th 
Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-4650 
(312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial 
Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.
com for a 7 day status report of 
pending sales.
JOHNSON, BLUMBERG & 
ASSOCIATES, LLC
30 N. LASALLE STREET, 
SUITE 3650
Chicago IL, 60602
312-541-9710
E-Mail: ilpleadings@
johnsonblumberg.com
Attorney File No. IL 24 1094
Case Number: 2024 FC 66
TJSC#: 45-502

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair 
Debt Collection Practices Act, 
you are advised that Plaintiff’s at-
torney is deemed to be a debt col-
lector attempting to collect a debt 
and any information obtained will 
be used for that purpose.

Case # 2024 FC 66
I3261317

(Published in The Scoop Today
Feb. 26, March 5, 12, 2025)

468340

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE 15TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

COUNTY OF Stephenson - 
Freeport, ILLINOIS

U.S. BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION
    Plaintiff
  vs.
JACK D. BREIT; LERISA D. 
LEIF; ILLINOIS HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS
    Defendant

24 FC 30
CALENDAR

NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby giv-

en that pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure entered in the above 
entitled cause Intercounty Judicial 
Sales Corporation will on April 16, 
2025, at the hour 1:30 p.m., Secu-
rity First Title Company, 205 West 
Stephenson Street, Freeport, IL 
61032, sell to the highest bidder 
for cash, the following described 
mortgaged real estate:

P.I.N. 05-20-32-127-010.
Commonly known as 20 ACAD-

EMY STREET, GERMAN VAL-
LEY, IL 61039.

The real estate is: single fami-
ly residence. If the subject mort-
gaged real estate is a unit of a 
common interest community, the 
purchaser of the unit other than a 
mortgagee shall pay the assess-
ments required by subsection (g-
1) of Section 18.5 of the Condo-
minium Property Act. Sale terms: 
At sale, the bidder must have 10% 
down by certified funds, balance 
within 24 hours, by certified funds. 
No refunds. The property will NOT 
be open for inspection. Prospec-
tive bidders are admonished to 
check the court file to verify all 
information.

For information call Sales De-
partment at Plaintiff’s Attorney, 
Robertson, Anschutz, Schneid, 
Crane & Partners, PLLC, 13010 
Morris Road, Suite 450, Alpharet-
ta, Georgia 30004. (708) 668-
4410 ext. 52109. 24-213628
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL 
SALES CORPORATION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3262068

(Published in The Shopper’s 
Guide 

March 12, 19, 26, 2025)
468803

REAL ESTATE NOTICES
and we shared lots of laughs 
and Christian love. In the 
gospel of John 13:34-35 
Jesus is speaking and He 
says, A new command I give 
you: Love one another. As I 
have loved you, so you must 
love one another. By this 
everyone will know that you 
are my disciples, if you love 
one another. 

 As if the day wasn’t 
perfect enough it ended 
with another event; my 
father-in-law’s ninety-
second birthday party at 
the Culvers restaurant 
in Monroe. My wife and 
I arrived there at about 
four thirty and there were 

already about fifteen family 
members there. By the time 
everyone arrived by about 
five there were some fifty 
of us including about fifteen 
of his grandchildren and 
another twenty or so great 
grandchildren. We pretty 
much took over the place 
and a great time was had 
by all. It was just amazing 
to feel the appreciation 
and love he and his wife of 
almost sixty-nine years had 
for each and every one of 
us. They are a very special 
couple indeed. Over the 
years I have become pretty 
close with my father-in-law 
as we have spent hours on 

the ballfield and traveling to 
games together. We have also 
spent many days of summer 
trips traveling across the 
country with our families. 
His love for life and people 
is unmatched and he has 
brought great joy to a myriad 
of lives as a teammate, 
coach, father, grandfather, 
school bus driver and all-
around great guy.    

 It was great to be able to 
finish off another blessed 
Sunday with the biggest 
blessing of all celebrating the 
birthday of a man we all love 
and respect. Here’s to many 
more years on this earth. 
Until next week, God bless!

•	Connection		 (Continued from page 4)

partners Mexico, Canada and 
China, respectively. “Illinois 
Farm Bureau urges President 
Trump to honor the USMCA, 
which was successfully ne-
gotiated during his last term, 
and to find other methods to 
combat illegal drugs and se-
cure our border. We remain 
deeply concerned with the use 
of tariffs and their potential 
to spark retaliation on Amer-
ica’s farmers. Illinois farmers’ 

products – from grains and 
feed, corn, soybeans, ethanol, 
beef, pork, and more – rely 
on access to foreign markets 
and will undoubtedly be im-
pacted by these new tariffs ei-
ther through increased prices 
or decreased market access. 
This uncertainty coupled with 
an already struggling farm 
economy has farmers worried 
as we head into planting sea-
son.”

  Illinois is the third largest 
exporter of agricultural com-
modities in the U.S. Total 
exports from Illinois in 2023 
were estimated at $81 billion, 
of which $13.7 billion was 
attributed to agriculture. Ac-
cording to the USDA Global 
Agricultural Trade System 
(GATS) in 2024, Illinois ac-
counted for over $12.4 billion 
of agricultural product ex-
ports, including $3.6 billion 

•	News		 (Continued from page 7)
worth of products to Mexi-
co ($2.5 billion) and Canada 
($2.1 billion). Similarly, ac-
cording to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce, in 2024 
Illinois accounted for over 
$784 million in agricultural 
product imports, including 
$542 million worth of prod-
ucts from Canada ($314 mil-
lion) and Mexico ($228 mil-
lion)

Stephenson County 
Freezer Meals 

We are excited to announce 

that Freezer Meal fundraiser 
is back by popular demand 
benefiting the Stephenson 
County Ag in the Classroom 
Program. This order is differ-
ent than in the past so please 
read the details carefully. Or-
ders will be due on or before 
4:30 p.m. on March 21, 2025, 
with pickup being Wednes-
day April 9 from 5 p.m. to 6 
p.m. at the Stephenson Coun-
ty Farm Bureau, 210 West 
Spring Street Freeport, IL. 

 Those who order can pick 
from meal sets feeding five 

people or meal sets feeding 
two people. Each set includes 
the following entrees: BBQ 
Pulled Pork, Honey Mustard 
Chicken, Ranch Chicken 
Tacos, Shepherd’s Pie, and 
Chicken and Biscuits.  The 
five-person meal sets will cost 
$125 and the two-person meal 
sets will cost $60. To order 
or with questions please call 
815-232-3186. Order forms 
can be printed from our web-
site at www.stephensoncfb.
org under the “news” tab.

 Icing:  In a bowl of a mix-
er, beat the cream cheese 
and the butter over medium 
speed until smooth.  Grad-
ually beat in the powdered 
sugar at low speed until the 
mixture is smooth, stopping 
to scrap the sides and bottom 
of the bowl.  Slowly stream 
the Irish cream, beating until 
combined and scraping sides 
of the bowl.  Add water 1 
teaspoon at a time until de-
sired consistency is reached 
for spooning the glaze.  
Place the cooled cake on a 
serving platter or cake stand.  
Spoon the icing on top of the 
cake and allow it to set.

Final Thoughts
 We are almost to the mid-

dle of March.  St. Patrick’s 
Day is next week.  If you 
are a corned beef and cab-
bage fan, many of our local 
restaurants are having spe-
cials on that day.  Be sure to 
check them out because they 
are a great serving and really 
tasty.  You might want to buy 
a dinner rather than going to 
the trouble of making your 
own. 

 We continue to look for 
Lenten specials.  The Lena 
Evangelical Free Church is 
once again offering a Lenten 
service of music on Wednes-

days at 1 p.m.  The Pearl 
City Churches are having a 
soup and sandwich luncheon 
on Wednesdays with a short 
message during Lent at the 
Methodist Church.  There 
are plenty of opportunities 
to go to these events.  

 Spring break is upon us 
too!  We are looking for 
some Easter recipes.  If you 
find some recipes to share, 
you can contact us by email 
or by mail at From Lena’s 
Kitchens, The Shopper’s 
Guide at Rock Valley Pub-
lishing, 1102 Ann St., Dela-
van, WI 53115.  Have a great 
week.

•	Kitchen		 (Continued from page 12)

Country Crossroads Quilt Guild monthly 
meeting features guest speaker

 The Country Crossroads 
Quilt Guild will have their 
next monthly meeting on 
Monday, March 17, at 7 
p.m. at the Forreston Grove 
Church, located at 7246 
Freeport Rd. in Forreston, Ill.

 For their program the 
Guild will present on “Alter-
ation Tips and Tools,” given 
by member Jeannie Brink-
meier. 

 Also – save the date! 
CCQG will present their 
Quilt Show “Garden of 
Quilts” on Friday, April 11 
and Saturday, April 12 at the 
Jane Addams Community 
Center, 430 W. Washington 
St., Cedarville. Hours for the 
show are Friday 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Admission is $5.

 The meeting’s program 

will be followed by a busi-
ness meeting and “show and 
tell.”

 Guild meetings are held at 
the Forreston Grove Church 
on the third Monday of each 
month, except December, 
at 7 p.m., with ample time 
to meet and greet members 
before the meeting. Visitors 
are always welcome; for vis-
itors there is a fee of $5 at the 
door. Membership dues are 
$20. 

 For more information, call 
program committee chair 
Kay Walker at 815-275-
2904, or Guild president Jen-
nifer Newcomer at 708-774-
3279.

 The purpose of Country 
Crossroads Quilt Guild is to 
further the interest of their 
members and community 

(within Carroll, Jo Daviess, 
Lee, Ogle, Stephenson, and 
Whiteside counties) in the 
craft; to share ideas and 
exchange teaching methods 
of construction of all types 
of quilted garments, quilts, 
gifts, etc.; and to promote a 
community spirit of charity 
by participating in a com-
munity project. They charge 
an annual fee for members 
and a per visit fee for visi-
tors; the fees help cover the 
cost of the monthly program 
speakers. They have a month-
ly program, workshops, “se-
cret sister”, service projects 
and a quilt show every three 
years that features a raffle 
quilt.  The Guild also has a 
daytime sewing bee and a 
potluck supper before their 
meetings.
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Scan QR 
Code

to view 
entire ad

www.sullivansfoods.net Sullivan’s Foods | 103 W North Ave, Stockton | 815.947.3318 
Sullivan’s Foods | 201 Dodds Dr, Lena | 815.369.2311

Sullivan’s Foods | 703 N Elida St, Winnebago | 815.335.1501
OPEN 6AM TO 9PM  7 DAYS A WEEK

Copyright © 2025 A2 Advertising, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Written permission is required before use. SullivansFoods_020525_PAGE 1

Like and Follow us on www.facebook.com/sullivansfoods | Check us out or order online at www.sullivansfoods.net | We reserve the right to limit quantities and correct printing errors. All items not available at all stores. 
Sullivan’s Foods has hired a company called Telecheck to process all checks written at our stores. Telecheck has set guidelines in place for processing checks.

Telecheck has a $300 limit for check writing with purchases. If you have an order larger than $300, you may need to pay any remaining balance by cash, credit, or debit card.

Prices Effective: Wednesday, February 5 thru Tuesday, February 11, 2025

4/$5

Manwich
SLOPPY JOE 
SAUCE
Select Varieties
15-16 oz

2/$5

Niagara
PURIFIED 
WATER
Select Varieties
24 pk

3/$5

Dean’s
DIPS
Select Varieties
12-16 oz

2/$8

Farm Rich
APPETIZERS
Select Varieties
14.3-22 oz

7.99

Bakery Fresh
JUMBO 
MESSAGE
COOKIE
12 Inch

9.99lb

Deli Fresh  
READY TO EAT 
JUMBO 
SHRIMP 
16 - 20 ct

Market Cuts
PICO DE
GALLO

2/$8

DiGiorno
PIZZA 
Select Varieties 
12 Inch

2 DAY 
SALE! 

BIG
GAME

SATURDAY, SUNDAY

 FEBRUARY 
8th & 9th

2025

 PERFECT 
FOR 

ITALIAN 
BEEF! 

 Certified Angus Beef ® brand
WHOLE BOTTOM ROUND 

RUMP ROAST

3.99  lb

Fire
Up The 

Smoker

Frito-Lay
PARTY SIZE
CHIPS
Select Varieties
8.25-17 oz

3/$10
WHEN YOU BUY 3

HASS 
AVOCADOS

5/$5

Pan-o-Gold
BAKERY 

SUB BUNS
6 ct

1.99

US Govt. Insp
BABY BACK
PORK RIBS
2.49 lb

US Govt Insp
BONE IN PORK 

BUTT ROAST
Twin Pack

1.49 lb

Deli
CHICKEN

WING DING
Assorted Sauces, 20 ct

7.99

Sullivan's Signature
Fresh Made In-Store

DELI FOOT LONG SUB

6.99 

Original  or
Jalapenos,10 oz

2/$6

20
COUNT

US Grade A
CHICKEN 
WINGS
Family Pack

1.99 lb

USDA Choice
BEEF T-BONE

STEAKS

8.88 lb2
Day 
Sale

 MARCH
13TH - 14TH, 

2025

Copyright © 2025 A2 Advertising, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Written permission is required before use. SullivansFoods_031225_PAGE 01

PERFECT

FOR THE
BIG 

GAME!!

ea11.99
From The Deli

Saturday, March 15 
thru Monday, March 17

Fresh Hot Corned Beef 
& Cabbage Meal

BAKERYBAKERY

3.59

ST PATRICK’S DAY
HOLIDAY CUPCAKES
White or Chocolate
6 ct

6.99

BLARNEY 
STONE
CAKES
2X2, 4 ct

Cake of the Week

Prices Effective: Wednesday, March 12 thru Tuesday, March 18, 2025

Like and Follow us on www.facebook.com/sullivansfoods | Check us out or order online at www.sullivansfoods.net | We reserve the right to limit quantities and correct printing errors. All items not available at all stores. 
Sullivan’s Foods has hired a company called Telecheck to process all checks written at our stores. Telecheck has set guidelines in place for processing checks.

Telecheck has a $300 limit for check writing with purchases. If you have an order larger than $300, you may need to pay any remaining balance by cash, credit, or debit card.

Snack Pack 
PUDDING OR 

GELATIN
Select Varieties

4 ct

4/$5

Kemps
SOUR CREAM,

COTTAGE
CHEESE, OR DIP

Select Varieties
12 - 16 oz

2/$4

2.99

IRISH SODA
BREAD 
Loaf

2.59

Fresh Baked
RYE BREAD
Loaf, Select Varieties

6.99

ST PATRICK’S DAY 
GLOSSED 
DECORATED
COOKIES, 12 ct

5.99

ST PATRICK’S DAY 
SPRINKLED SUGAR 
COOKIES, 12 ct

O’SULLIVAN’S 
IRISH DECORATED 
LAYER CAKE
White Layer
8 inch round

7.99

FRESH
CARROTS

1 LB BAG

99¢

RED 
POTATOES

5 LB BAG

2.99

MURPHY’S
FRESH POINT
CUT CORNED

BEEF BRISKET
3.99lb

FRESH
GREEN 

CABBAGE
59¢

lb

COOK’S
FRESH 

FLAT CUT
CORNED 

BEEF
5.99 lb

Best Choice
VEGETABLES
Select Varieties
14.5-15.25 oz

4/$3

Fresh
80% LEAN 

GRROUND BEEF
5 lbs or more

3.49 lb

Fresh
STRAWBERRIES

2.99 lb
Bulk Farm Raised

FROZEN CATFISH 
NUGGETS
Family Pack

1.88 lb
Bakery Fresh

BAKED 
APPLE PIE

Regular or Dutch
8 inch

5.99

Deli 8 Piece
FRIED 

CHICKEN
Two each: Breast, 
Leg, Thigh, Wing

6.99

Bumble Bee
CHUNK 

LIGHT TUNA
Select Varieties

5 oz

79¢

THURSDAY
& FRIDAY

USDA Choice
BEEF T-BONE

STEAKS

8.88 lb2
Day 
Sale

 MARCH
13TH - 14TH, 

2025
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79¢
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FRESH MEATFRESH MEAT

Certified Angus Beef® brand
BONELESS 

CHUCK ROAST
$5.99 lb

Lenten  Seafood  Specials
Wholey Brand
FROZEN 
COOKED 
PEELED &
DEVEINED
SHRIMP
31-40 ct
1 lb bag

5.99

Wholey Brand
FROZEN 
TILAPIA 
FILLETS
16 oz

4.99

Prices Effective: Wednesday, March 12 thru Tuesday, March 18, 2024

US Gov’t Insp
ASSORTED 
PORK CHOPS

1.39 lb

US Gov’t Insp
CENTER CUT
PORK RIB
CHOPS

1.79 lb

Sullivan’s Signature
EXTRA LEAN 
GROUND CHUCK
3 lbs or More

4.99 lb

US Grade A
BONELESS 
CHICKEN 
TENDERS

2.88 lb

US Gov’t Insp
CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN 
CHOPS

1.99 lb

Sullivan’s Signature
FRESH MADE 
GARLIC PORK 
BURGERS

2.99 lb

FROZEN 
COD LOIN 
FILLETS
5 oz

4/$12

 A 
ST PATTY’S 
FAVORITE!

 A 
ST PATTY’S 
FAVORITE!

PACKAGED MEATPACKAGED MEAT

BAKERY
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DELIDELI

Deli Fresh
PISTACHIO 
FLUFF

4.99 lb

Deli Fresh
GERMAN 
POTATO 
SALAD

3.99 lb

Prices Effective: Wednesday, March 12 thru Tuesday, March 18, 2024

PERFECT

FOR THE
BIG 

GAME!!

ea11.99
From The Deli

Saturday, March 15 
thru Monday, March 17

Fresh Hot Corned Beef 
& Cabbage Meal

Kretschmar Brand
CORNED BEEF
Sliced to Order

9.99  lb

Kretschmar Brand
SWISS
CHEESE
Sliced to Order

7.99  lb

Kentucky Legend 
SLICED 
BACON 
Select Varieties 
16 oz

3.49

Farmland 
SLICED 
BACON 
Select Varieties 
12 - 16 oz

5.49

Vienna Beef 
FRANKS OR 
BAGEL DOGS 
Select Varieties 
12 oz

5.99

Carl Buddig 
SLICED 
LUNCHMEATS 
Select Varieties 
2 oz

2/$1

Oscar Mayer 
BEEF 
HOT DOGS 
Select Varieties 
15 - 16 oz

4.99

Bob Evans 
SIDE 
DISHES 
Select Varieties 
12 - 24 oz

2/$7

Johnsonville 
COOKED 
SMOKED 
BRATS & 
SAUSAGE 
Select Varieties 
12 - 14 oz

3.99

Vienna 
SAUERKRAUT
2 lb

2.69

Johnsonville 
FRESH BRATS 
OR ITALIAN 
SAUSAGE 
LINKS 
Select Varieties 
19 oz

4.99

Tyson 
BREADED 
CHICKEN 
STRIPS & 
TENDERS 
Select Varieties 
16 - 26.05 oz

8.99

Oscar Mayer 
ECONOMY 
LUNCHMEATS 
Select Varieties 
16 oz

3.99

Oscar Mayer 
DUNKABLES
Select Varieties 
2 - 2.9 oz

2/$3

Bar S 
SMOKED 
SAUSAGE 
Select Varieties 
40 oz

5.99

Bar S 
CORN 
DOGS 
2.34lb

6.99

Swaggerty’s Farm 
PORK 
SAUSAGE 
Select Varieties 
12 - 16 oz

3.49

Holten 
SMASHBURGER 
OR 
CHOPHOUSE 
STEAK BURGER 
2 lb

10.99
Mowi 
FRESH SALMON 
SINGLE 
PORTION 
SERVINGS 
Original or Garlic 
Butter 
6 oz

$5

Van de Kamp 
BATTERED & 
BREADED FISH 
Select Varieties 
18 - 24.6 oz

4.99
Johnsonville 
GRILLER 
PATTIES 
Select Varieties 
16 oz

3.99

Vienna Beef 
ITALIAN BEEF 
TUB 
36 oz

11.99

Vienna 
PICKLES
Chips or Spears 
28 oz

3.49

Mowi 
FRESH SALMON 
PORTIONS FOR 
TWO 
Original or Honey 
Maple 
10 oz

8.99
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FRESH MEATFRESH MEAT

Certified Angus Beef® brand
BONELESS 

CHUCK ROAST
$5.99 lb

Lenten  Seafood  Specials
Wholey Brand
FROZEN 
COOKED 
PEELED &
DEVEINED
SHRIMP
31-40 ct
1 lb bag

5.99

Wholey Brand
FROZEN 
TILAPIA 
FILLETS
16 oz

4.99

Prices Effective: Wednesday, March 12 thru Tuesday, March 18, 2024

US Gov’t Insp
ASSORTED 
PORK CHOPS

1.39 lb

US Gov’t Insp
CENTER CUT
PORK RIB
CHOPS

1.79 lb

Sullivan’s Signature
EXTRA LEAN 
GROUND CHUCK
3 lbs or More

4.99 lb

US Grade A
BONELESS 
CHICKEN 
TENDERS

2.88 lb

US Gov’t Insp
CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN 
CHOPS

1.99 lb

Sullivan’s Signature
FRESH MADE 
GARLIC PORK 
BURGERS

2.99 lb

FROZEN 
COD LOIN 
FILLETS
5 oz

4/$12

 A 
ST PATTY’S 
FAVORITE!

 A 
ST PATTY’S 
FAVORITE!
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 A 
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1.99 lb

TOMATOES 
ON THE VINE 

2/$4

FRESH
SLICED 
WHITE
MUSHROOMS
8 oz

1.99 
lb

EXTRA LARGE 
RED OR 
GREEN 
GRAPES 

99¢

FRESH
CARROTS
1 lb bag

2/$5

GOTCHA 
LEMONS
2 lb bag

99¢ 
lb

YELLOW 
ONIONS

DAIRYDAIRY

1.49 lb

FRESH CRISP 
GREEN BEANS

59¢ 
lb

FRESH 
GREEN 
CABBAGE

2.99

RED 
POTATOES
5 lb bag

3.49

Fresh Express 
CHOPPED 
SALADS 
Select Varieties 
9.3 - 11.35 oz

Prices Effective: Wednesday, March 12 thru Tuesday, March 18, 2024

PRODUCEPRODUCE

Pillsbury 
GRANDS!, 
CRESCENTS OR 
CINNAMON 
ROLLS 
Select Varieties 
8-16.3 oz

2/$4

Chobani 
YOGURT
Select Varieties 
5.3 oz

10/$10

Chobani 
CREAMER 
OR OAT MILK 
Select Varieties 
24-52 oz

2/$8

Fairlife 
MILK
Select Varieties 
52 oz

4.99

Turkey Hill 
TEA OR 
LEMONADE 
Select Varieties 
64 oz

2/$4

Kerrygold 
BUTTER
salted or unsalted
8 oz

3.99

Yoplait Oui, Ratio 
or Haagen-Dazs 
YOGURT
Select Varieties 
4-5.3 oz

3/$4

Yoplait 
GOGURT
Select Varieties 
8 ct

2/$4

Ore-Ida 
Just Crack and Egg
SCRAMBLES 
or Oscar Mayer 
SCRAMBLERS
Select Varieties 
2.25-3 oz

2/$4

Philadelphia 
PLANT BASED 
CREAM CHEESE 
Select Varieties 
8 oz

4.99

Kraft 
SINGLES
Select Varieties 
16 oz

4.49

Philadelphia 
CREAM 
CHEESE 
original or light
16 oz

5.49

International Delight 
CREAMER
Select Varieties 
64 oz

6.49

Tropicana 
REFRESHERS 
OR LEMONADE 
Select Varieties 
46 oz

2/$5

Dannon YoCrunch, 
Light + Fit, Oikos 
or Too Good 
GREEK 
YOGURT 
Select Varieties 
4.5-6 oz

10/$10
Dannon Light + Fit 
GREEK 
YOGURT 
or Danimals 
YOGURT
Select Varieties 
4 ct

2/$7
Silk 
ALMOND MILK 
or Danimals 
DRINKS
Select Varieties 
37.2-96 oz

5.99

Shullsburg 
BAGELS
Select Varieties 
5 pk

1.39

Bob Evans 
EGG 
WHITES 
32 oz

5.99

Dunkin Donuts 
ICED 
COFFEE 
Select Varieties 
40 oz

4.99

SAVE $2
WHEN YOU

BUY 2

SAVE $2
WHEN YOU

BUY 2

Florida’s Natural 
LEMONADE
Select Varieties 
59 oz

2/$5

QUANTITIES 
LESS THAN 2 

ARE $3 EA

QUANTITIES 
LESS THAN 2 

ARE $3 EA

Kemps 
MILK
Select Varieties 
1/2 gallon

2/$4

Minute Maid 
ORANGE 
JUICE 
Select Varieties 
59 oz

2/$8

BAKERY
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Prices Effective: Wednesday, March 5 thru Tuesday, March 11, 2025

Cake of the Week

Deli Fresh 
8 PIECE 
FRIED 
CHICKEN
Two Each: 
Breast, Leg, 
Thigh, Wing

12.99

Sullivan’s 
Signature
POTATO OR 
MACARONI 
SALAD

3.99 lb

BLACK FOREST
CHOCOLATE 
LAYER CAKE 
8 inch Round

7.99

BAKERYBAKERY

Deli Fresh
MACARONI 
& CHEESE
Hot or Cold

3.59 lb

Kretschmar Brand
OFF THE BONE 
TURKEY
Sliced to Order

7.99  lb

Kretschmar Brand
PEPPER JACK
CHEESE
Sliced to Order

6.99  lb

Bakery Fresh
EGG AND 
ONION 
HAMBURGER 
BUNS
6 ct

2.59

Bakery Fresh
FRUIT FILLED 
MINI 
TURNOVERS
Select Varieties
4 ct

2.99

Bakery Fresh
ICED SUGAR 
COOKIES
12 ct

5.99

Johnsonville 
FRESH OR
FULLY
COOKED
SAUSAGE
Select Varieties 
9.6-12 oz

Simply 
MASHED
POTATO OR
MAC & CHEESE
SIDE DISHES
Select Varieties 
24 oz

Oscar Mayer 
VALUE
LUNCHABLES
Select Varieties 
1.9 oz

US Grade A 
Springer Farms
BONELESS
CHICKEN
BREAST

US Gov’t Insp
BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN
ROAST

DELIDELI

Deli Fresh 
CUBE 
CHEESE 
TRAY

7.99 lb

Bakery Fresh 
VIENNA 
LOAF

1.99

ONE PIECE COD 
SANDWICH

1 piece Atlantic 
Cod, Bakery Bun 

& Cole Slaw

6.99

CATFISH
NUGGET
BUCKET

5.99
ONE PIECE  
COD MEAL
1 piece Atlantic 
Cod, Cole Slaw, 
& Potato Salad

5.99
TWO PIECE  
COD MEAL
2 pieces Atlantic 
Cod, Cole Slaw, 
& Potato Salad

10.99

BREADED FRIED 
SHRIMP BUCKET
32 count

15.99
16 count

7.99 FAMILY 
FISH FRY 
DEAL
7 pieces 
Atlantic Cod, 
Cole Slaw, 
& Pub Fries

39.99

PACKAGED MEATPACKAGED MEAT

BAKERY
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DELIDELI

Deli Fresh
PISTACHIO 
FLUFF

4.99 lb

Deli Fresh
GERMAN 
POTATO 
SALAD

3.99 lb

Prices Effective: Wednesday, March 12 thru Tuesday, March 18, 2024

PERFECT

FOR THE
BIG 

GAME!!

ea11.99
From The Deli

Saturday, March 15 
thru Monday, March 17

Fresh Hot Corned Beef 
& Cabbage Meal

Kretschmar Brand
CORNED BEEF
Sliced to Order

9.99  lb

Kretschmar Brand
SWISS
CHEESE
Sliced to Order

7.99  lb

Kentucky Legend 
SLICED 
BACON 
Select Varieties 
16 oz

3.49

Farmland 
SLICED 
BACON 
Select Varieties 
12 - 16 oz

5.49

Vienna Beef 
FRANKS OR 
BAGEL DOGS 
Select Varieties 
12 oz

5.99

Carl Buddig 
SLICED 
LUNCHMEATS 
Select Varieties 
2 oz

2/$1

Oscar Mayer 
BEEF 
HOT DOGS 
Select Varieties 
15 - 16 oz

4.99

Bob Evans 
SIDE 
DISHES 
Select Varieties 
12 - 24 oz

2/$7

Johnsonville 
COOKED 
SMOKED 
BRATS & 
SAUSAGE 
Select Varieties 
12 - 14 oz

3.99

Vienna 
SAUERKRAUT
2 lb

2.69

Johnsonville 
FRESH BRATS 
OR ITALIAN 
SAUSAGE 
LINKS 
Select Varieties 
19 oz

4.99

Tyson 
BREADED 
CHICKEN 
STRIPS & 
TENDERS 
Select Varieties 
16 - 26.05 oz

8.99

Oscar Mayer 
ECONOMY 
LUNCHMEATS 
Select Varieties 
16 oz

3.99

Oscar Mayer 
DUNKABLES
Select Varieties 
2 - 2.9 oz

2/$3

Bar S 
SMOKED 
SAUSAGE 
Select Varieties 
40 oz

5.99

Bar S 
CORN 
DOGS 
2.34lb

6.99

Swaggerty’s Farm 
PORK 
SAUSAGE 
Select Varieties 
12 - 16 oz

3.49

Holten 
SMASHBURGER 
OR 
CHOPHOUSE 
STEAK BURGER 
2 lb

10.99
Mowi 
FRESH SALMON 
SINGLE 
PORTION 
SERVINGS 
Original or Garlic 
Butter 
6 oz

$5

Van de Kamp 
BATTERED & 
BREADED FISH 
Select Varieties 
18 - 24.6 oz

4.99
Johnsonville 
GRILLER 
PATTIES 
Select Varieties 
16 oz

3.99

Vienna Beef 
ITALIAN BEEF 
TUB 
36 oz

11.99

Vienna 
PICKLES
Chips or Spears 
28 oz

3.49

Mowi 
FRESH SALMON 
PORTIONS FOR 
TWO 
Original or Honey 
Maple 
10 oz

8.99

PACKAGED MEATPACKAGED MEAT

BAKERY

SullivansFoods_031225_PAGE 03

DELIDELI

Deli Fresh
PISTACHIO 
FLUFF

4.99 lb

Deli Fresh
GERMAN 
POTATO 
SALAD

3.99 lb

Prices Effective: Wednesday, March 12 thru Tuesday, March 18, 2024

PERFECT

FOR THE
BIG 

GAME!!

ea11.99
From The Deli

Saturday, March 15 
thru Monday, March 17

Fresh Hot Corned Beef 
& Cabbage Meal

Kretschmar Brand
CORNED BEEF
Sliced to Order

9.99  lb

Kretschmar Brand
SWISS
CHEESE
Sliced to Order

7.99  lb

Kentucky Legend 
SLICED 
BACON 
Select Varieties 
16 oz

3.49

Farmland 
SLICED 
BACON 
Select Varieties 
12 - 16 oz

5.49

Vienna Beef 
FRANKS OR 
BAGEL DOGS 
Select Varieties 
12 oz

5.99

Carl Buddig 
SLICED 
LUNCHMEATS 
Select Varieties 
2 oz

2/$1

Oscar Mayer 
BEEF 
HOT DOGS 
Select Varieties 
15 - 16 oz

4.99

Bob Evans 
SIDE 
DISHES 
Select Varieties 
12 - 24 oz

2/$7

Johnsonville 
COOKED 
SMOKED 
BRATS & 
SAUSAGE 
Select Varieties 
12 - 14 oz

3.99

Vienna 
SAUERKRAUT
2 lb

2.69

Johnsonville 
FRESH BRATS 
OR ITALIAN 
SAUSAGE 
LINKS 
Select Varieties 
19 oz

4.99

Tyson 
BREADED 
CHICKEN 
STRIPS & 
TENDERS 
Select Varieties 
16 - 26.05 oz

8.99

Oscar Mayer 
ECONOMY 
LUNCHMEATS 
Select Varieties 
16 oz

3.99

Oscar Mayer 
DUNKABLES
Select Varieties 
2 - 2.9 oz

2/$3

Bar S 
SMOKED 
SAUSAGE 
Select Varieties 
40 oz

5.99

Bar S 
CORN 
DOGS 
2.34lb

6.99

Swaggerty’s Farm 
PORK 
SAUSAGE 
Select Varieties 
12 - 16 oz

3.49

Holten 
SMASHBURGER 
OR 
CHOPHOUSE 
STEAK BURGER 
2 lb

10.99
Mowi 
FRESH SALMON 
SINGLE 
PORTION 
SERVINGS 
Original or Garlic 
Butter 
6 oz

$5

Van de Kamp 
BATTERED & 
BREADED FISH 
Select Varieties 
18 - 24.6 oz

4.99
Johnsonville 
GRILLER 
PATTIES 
Select Varieties 
16 oz

3.99

Vienna Beef 
ITALIAN BEEF 
TUB 
36 oz

11.99

Vienna 
PICKLES
Chips or Spears 
28 oz

3.49

Mowi 
FRESH SALMON 
PORTIONS FOR 
TWO 
Original or Honey 
Maple 
10 oz

8.99

468873

submitted photo Rock Valley Publishing

 Illinois meat processors continue to find success with growing interest for prod-
ucts such as beef bacon.

By Rhiannon Branch
FarmWeek

Higher production and 
equipment costs have meat 
processors finding ways to 
do more with less.

Chris Young, executive 
director of the American As-
sociation of Meat Processors, 
said when the Biden admin-
istration shut down the Key-
stone Pipeline it had ripple 
effects.

“Most people don’t real-
ize, but a lot of things that 
we do deal with petroleum 
like the plastics that we vac-
uum package with, as well 
as transportation to then get 
those finished products out 
to the consumer” Young told 
DeLoss Jahnke of the RFD 
Radio Network. “So those 
are just layers of costs and 
hopefully we’ll see some of 
that turn around now that 
we’re back to drilling again.”

During the Illinois Asso-
ciation of Meat Processors’ 
(IAMP) 50th anniversary 
convention in Effingham, 
Young said increased costs 

squeeze profit margins for as-
sociation members.

“Most of our folks are in 
small towns and they are 
making products and selling 
them to their neighbors, and 
they want to make them as 
cost effective as possible,” 
Young said. “And that’s 
tough because the profitabil-
ity lines keep shrinking be-
cause of those things.”

Meat processors like Dale 
Pfundstein, owner of The 
Butcher Shop in Sterling, are 
thinking outside of the box 
to utilize and market every 
piece of the market animal.

Pfundstein said they have 
had success selling beef ba-
con, cut from the brisket.

“We’re trying to get more 
into the carnivore diet,” he 
said. “People get tired of 
eating steak all the time, 
so then they’re looking for 
something different and beef 
bacon is a little bit different.”

He said the beef bacon is 
leaner than pork and they of-
ten slice more fat off after it 
is smoked.

“We take the point and cut 
it right down the center, so 
it’s not as thick and it’s more 
sliceable,” Pfundstein said.

He said processors also 
slow cook large pieces of fat 
to turn into tallow for cook-
ing.

“If you go gather some 
essential oils and put that in 
the tallow then you can make 
salves and lotions,” he said, 
noting that the once discard-
ed fat has become more valu-
able.

Newly elected IAMP Pres-
ident Henry “Buddy” Courdt 
with Raber Packing Co. in 
Peoria said events like the 
meat judging contest at the 
annual convention also help 
businesses improve products 
and think outside of the box.

“You get to bring your 
products that you make ev-
ery day and compete against 
other plants in Illinois to see 
where your shortfalls are and 
what you’re good at,” Courdt 
said, noting that IAMP is 
a close-knit organization 
where members can learn 

Illinois meat processors doing more with less

from each other.
“If there’s somebody that’s 

making something and you 
want to know how to make it, 
if you approach them and ask 
them, they will probably tell 

you,” he said. “And then you 
can take that home and turn 
that into a product that you 
could sell to the consumer.”

 
This story was distributed 

through a cooperative proj-
ect between Illinois Farm 
Bureau and the Illinois 
Press Association. For more 
food and farming news, visit 
FarmWeekNow.com.
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