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professional collision repair
Let us take the worry out of having your car repaired.

301 Dodds Drive
Lena, IL 61048

815-369-4148
M-Th 7:30 - 5:00
Friday 7:30 - 4:00

LENA AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY FACEBOOK PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Lena American Legion Auxiliary honors local veterans
	 The Lena American Legion Auxiliary hosted the tenth annual Woman Veterans 
Brunch on Saturday, March 29, 2025, at the American Legion Home.   The annual 
brunch honored area women veterans for their service, with over 20 veterans attend-
ing. 
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BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!
10% MORE for 

jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mint Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Coins 
Flatware • Diamonds • Sterling
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M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

The family of Pete Korth would like to thank 
the surrounding communities for all the love 

and support shown to us while Pete was in the 
hospital and since his passing.  We appreciate 

all the prayers, cards, food, memorial 
donations, or just stopping by to share a story 

with us.  We thank you for your kindness 
during this time.

With gratitude,
Terry Korth

Rachel (Korth) and Bill Curnyn
Dr. Kyle and Marcie Korth

Emily (Korth) and Jordan Haarsma

470120

Lena United Methodist Church 
Rummage Sale
 – Fellowship Hall – 

118 W. Mason Street, Lena • 815-369-5291

April 10 & 11 – 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
April 12 – 9 a.m. to noon with $2 bag day

470150

Obituaries

Jacquelyn 
Bruegger

	Jacquelyn “Jackie” Brueg-
ger, age 88 of Lena, IL passed 
away on Tuesday, April 1, 
2025, at the Lena Living Cen-
ter.  She was born on Oct. 
23, 1936, the daughter of 
Clarence and Doris (Haase) 
Drake.  She graduated from 
Monroe High School in 1953.  
On Nov. 1, 1953, Jacquelyn 
married Stanley Bruegger.  

	Jackie devoted her life to 
raising her children and caring 
for her family. She worked as 
a cook and spent time work-
ing at a clothing store. She 
had a deep love for animals 
and enjoyed spending time 
shopping, but her greatest joy 
came from the moments spent 
with her family.

	Jackie is survived by her 
husband, Stanley; children, 
Shelley Comisi of Lansing, 
NY, and Todd (Rose) Brueg-
ger of Ridott, IL; grandchil-

dren, Daniel 
(fiancé, Ol-
ivia Wheel-
er) Comi-
si, Stanley 
( A s h l y ) 
B r u e g -
ger and 
Neil (Bria) 
B r u e g g e r ; 

great-grandchildren, Drake, 
and Ronan; and sister, Linda 
Drake of Evansville.   She 
was preceded in death by her 
parents; and brother, Lyle 
Drake. 

	Funeral services will be 
held on Saturday, April 12, 
2025, at 12 p.m. at Shriner 
Hager Gohlke Funeral Home 
with Reverend Steve Rios of-
ficiating.  Burial will follow 
at Greenwood Cemetery.   A 
visitation will be held from 10 
a.m. until the time of service 
at the funeral home.  Condo-
lences may be sent to the fam-
ily at: shgfuneralhome.net.

Norman McKinstrey
	Norman Dale McKin-

strey, age 85, of Lena, IL 
passed away after a battle 
with a brief illness on Mon-
day, March 31, 2025. He 
was born on June 17, 1939, 
in Lena, IL to Leo and Syl-
via (Trost) McKinstrey.  He 
attended college for a couple 
years studying engineering 
until he joined the workforce 
as a mechanical and project 
engineer. Throughout his ca-
reer he worked for Ingersoll, 
Forte, Publishers Equipment, 
and Barns as a project engi-
neer. He was always very 
proud of the career he had. 
He enjoyed golfing, bowling 
and racing at the Freeport 
Raceway Park. He was a 
member of the Baltic Lodge 
in Rockford. Norman was 
a wonderful handyman and 
was constantly fixing things 
around his house and helping 
others.

	He is survived by his 
wife Joan McKinstrey of 
Machesney Park, IL, 2 chil-

dren, Mi-
chele (Ron) 
Vick of 
Warren, IL 
and Michael 
McKinstrey 
of Lena, IL; 
4 grandchil-
dren, Kaden 
McKinstrey, 

Cody McKinstrey, Ryan 
(Carrie) Vick and Rachel 
(Otman) Elaroussi; 5 great 
grandchildren; 1 sister, Shir-
ley (Bob) Hodgson of Gra-
tiot, Wi; and several nieces 
and nephews.  Norman is pre-
ceded in death by his parents 
and brother Don McKinstrey. 

	A Celebration of Life will 
be held at 11 a.m. on Satur-
day, April 26, 2025, at the 
Evangelical Free Church of 
Lena with a visitation from 
10 a.m. until time of service.  
Cremation rites have been ac-
corded.  A memorial has been 
established in his memory. 
Condolences may be sent to 
the family at www.leamonfh.
com.

Robert 
Stufflebeam

	Robert “Bob” J. Stuffle-
beam, 82, of Lena, IL for-
merly of Chicago, IL and 
Port Richey, FL passed 
away peacefully on Friday, 
March 21, 2025, at Allure 
of Pinecrest in Mt. Morris, 
IL. He was born on April 
17, 1942, in Chicago, IL to 
Robert E. and Virgina (Mey-
ers) Stufflebeam. Bob was a 
truck driver for many years, 
he started his trucking ca-
reer off at Beaver Transpor-
tation. In 1985 he decided to 
buy his own truck and start 
his own business until 1989, 
when he retired due to med-
ical reasons. 

	Bob was a part of the 
Lake Will Sportsman Club 
in Wilmington, IL where 
he would go to spend time 
camping, fishing, and trap-
shooting. He would also 
take trips to Lake Michigan 
to go Smelt Fishing. In his 
younger years, he would 
spend his summers at his 
family’s farm near Spring-
field and he cherished his 
time there. Bob enjoyed 

veggie gar-
dening and 
just being 
o u t d o o r s . 
Some of 
his fondest 
m e m o r i e s 
are with his 
nieces and 
n e p h e w s . 

He and Theresa enjoyed 
taking them camping and on 
adventures, one time they 
even went to Disney.

	He is survived by his sig-
nificant other of 42 years, 
Theresa Woodbury of Lena, 
IL; 3 siblings- Judith Traver-
sa of Woodridge, IL, Ronald 
Stufflebeam of Wilmington, 
IL and Debra (Anthony) 
Neuhring of Holcombe, 
WI as well as many nieces, 
nephews, great nieces and 
nephews, additional family 
members and friends.  He 
is preceded in death by his 
parents and nephew, Robert 
Traversa.

No services will be held 
at this time.  Cremation rites 
have been accorded. A me-
morial has been established 
in his memory.

Thomas Purple
Thomas Purple Sr., a be-

loved husband, father, grand-
father, great-grandfather, and 
friend, passed away peaceful-
ly surrounded by his family 
on April 2, 2025. Born on 
July 6, 1939, in Jasonville, 
Indiana, Thomas was a pil-
lar of strength and kindness, 
leaving an indelible mark on 
everyone who had the privi-
lege of knowing him.

Early Life and Education
	Thomas grew up in Spar-

land and Peoria Heights, 
where he developed a love 
for learning and a passion 
for country life. He attend-
ed Woodruff High School, 
where he excelled academ-
ically and was active in the 
band, playing the tuba and 
sousaphone. His commit-
ment to education led him to 
Bradley University, where he 
earned a degree in History 
and English.

Career and 
Achievements

	Thomas’s career was 

marked by 
dedication, 
innovation, 
and a deep 
sense of re-
sponsibility. 
He began 
his educa-
tional career 
in 1961, 

teaching seventh and eighth-
grade language arts at Spar-
tan Senior Grade School 
in the Sipp-Rolling Acres 
School District. After a cou-
ple of years, he left to work 
for Bennett Publishing as a 
regional sales representative.

	However, the desire to 
teach was great, and he again 
found himself in the class-
room back at Spartan Senior 
Grade School while further-
ing his education and ob-
taining a master’s degree at 
Bradley, where he became in-
terested in school administra-
tion. In 1967, he accepted the 
position of Superintendent 
and Principal of Riverview 
Grade School near Spring 
Bay, Illinois. At the age of 28, 
he was the youngest school 

superintendent in Illinois. He 
later moved on to the Pearl 
City School District in 1976 
where he remained for nine 
years then to other school 
districts in northern Illinois 
as their superintendent. He 
gained notoriety for being an 
expert in school finance and 
saving his school districts 
from economic failures. In 
1993, Thomas officially re-
tired from being a school su-
perintendent; however, with 
his experience in school ad-
ministration and finance, he 
took on several intermittent 
positions with other school 
districts until 1999, when he 
finally decided to stay retired.

Family and Personal Life
	Thomas met the love of his 

life, Phyllis Schaffer, while 
they attended Woodruff High 
School, and they shared a 
beautiful marriage filled with 
love, laughter, and mutual re-
spect. Together, they raised 
three children, instilling in 
them the values of hard work, 
compassion, and persever-
ance. Thomas was a devoted 

father who cherished family 
time, whether it was through 
family vacations, weekend 
cookouts on the farm, or sim-
ply sharing stories around the 
dinner table. Phyllis passed 
away in 2022 after 63 years 
of marriage.

Hobbies and Interests
	Outside of his profession-

al life, Thomas had a wide 
range of interests and hob-
bies. He loved country life 
and enjoyed living on his 
hobby farms, raising horses 
and other farm animals. He 
loved Civil War history and 
studying President Abra-
ham Lincoln. He also loved 
to travel domestically and 
internationally. His passion 
for farm life was something 
he shared with his children, 
creating countless cherished 
memories.

	During his retirement 
Thomas and Phyllis trav-
eled extensively and became 
snowbirds and spent the win-
ters in Florida. 

Community Involvement

	Thomas was deeply in-
volved in his community, al-
ways eager to lend a helping 
hand and make a difference. 
He was an active member 
of the Methodist Church in 
Stockton, Illinois, and other 
civic organizations through-
out his life and where they 
lived.

Legacy and 
Remembrance

	Thomas’s legacy is one of 
love, integrity, and unwav-
ering dedication. He leaves 
behind a rich tapestry of 
memories, each one a testa-
ment to his character and the 
profound impact he had on 
those around him. His family 
and friends will forever cher-
ish the moments they shared 
with him and strive to honor 
his memory by living out the 
values he embodied.

Survived By
	Thomas is survived by 

his children, sons Thomas Jr. 
(Tina) of Cape Coral Florida, 
Steven (Brenda) of Pearl City, 
and daughter Christina (Pat-

rick) Southwick of Byron. 
He was a loving and proud 
grandfather to Tyler (An-
drea) Volkers, Brandie (Nick) 
Mowell, Ashley (Andrew) 
Gronewold, Ryan (Kaleb) 
Southwick, Amy (Nick) Mul-
lens, Jeffrey (Sara) Purple, 
Jacquelyn (Samuel) Entren-
za, and thirteen great-grand-
children, and their exchange 
student Yuko Sugata from 
Japan. He is also survived by 
his youngest brother, James 
(Ellen) of Collegedale, TN.

Gratitude 
	The family would also 

like to thank the staff at Winn 
Prairie and Serenity Hospice 
for the care they so lovingly 
provided.

Funeral Arrangements
	A funeral service will 

be held on Saturday, April 
12, 2025, at 11 a.m. at Zion 
Community Church, 10100 
W. Sabin Church Rd, Pearl 
City, Illinois with a visitation 
beginning at 9 a.m.  Burial 
will take place at Highland 
Cemetery in Pearl City.

    your source for on-line news:

	       RVPNEWS.COM
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Your “Main Street Chiropractor”
with over 43 years service to our community

• Palmer Graduate      • Digital X-Ray
• BCBS, Quartz and Medicare Provider

238 W. Main St., Lena • 815-369-4974
Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. –  

8:30 a.m. to Noon, 1:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Wed. – 8:30 a.m. to Noon       Sat. by appointment

45
95
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— Dr. Jared Liles —
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MOWERY AUTO PARTS

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks
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	 A barge travels down the Mississippi River alongside the Great River Road near Grafton and the confluence of the Mighty Miss and Illinois River.

By Phyllis Coulter
FarmWeek

Weather has changed over 
the past century when much 
of the river infrastructure was 
built, according to Madelynn 
Wuestenberg, Iowa State Uni-
versity Extension weather and 
climate specialist.

The Mississippi River Ba-

sin has received an increase 
in annual precipitation with 
more coming in heavy rain-
fall events. There has been 
a 25 percent increase in the 
amount of precipitation com-
ing in heavy rainfall events 
in the 2000s alone, she said 
March 19 during the 2025 
annual meeting of the Upper 

Stephenson County 
Home Show 

	The Greater Freeport Part-
nership, along with commu-
nity sponsors, announces 
the return of the Stephenson 
County Home Show on April 
12 at the Stephenson County 
Fairgrounds from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m.

	Dozens of local contrac-
tors, sub-contractors, and 
home enhancement providers 
will be on hand with displays 
of their products and services 
for homeowners, prospective 
homebuyers and others look-
ing to improve their physical 
spaces. The home show is 
free for attendees.

Easter Egg Hunt 
	The Lena Park District 

will host two Easter Egg 

Hunts on April 12 at Li-
ons Park.  Ages 2 to 10 are 
welcome to attend the event 
at 5 p.m.  Ages 11 to 23 are 
welcome to attend for flash-
light hunt at 7:30 p.m.  Both 
events are free.  

Blackhawk Unit of 
SCAHCE  

	The April meeting of 
the Blackhawk Unit of 
SCAHCE  will be held on 
Thursday, April 17, 2025, at 
1 p.m. at the Pearl City Li-
brary.     Anita Costello will 
give the lesson of “Herbs and 
Spices”.   Roll call will be, 
“What is your favorite herb 
or spice?”   Raffle items will 
be brought by Jo Wenzel and 
Anita Costella.   The meeting 
is open to anyone who would 
like to join us.

News briefs

River system greatly affected by ‘weather whiplash’
Mississippi, Illinois and Mis-
souri Rivers Association.

More of the precipitation 
is coming in the winter and 
spring now with projections 
for precipitation to decrease 
in the summer months. 
“That’s problematic when we 
rely on timely summer rains,” 
Wuestenberg said of the effect 
on Midwest agriculture.

Bare grounds in the spring 
and winter make it more 
vulnerable to erosion when 
heavy moisture events occur, 
she said.

The intense rain events, 
of more than 2 inches a day, 
might be too much for the cur-
rent river infrastructures that 
were designed for conditions 
of the past.

There are more “weather 
whiplash” situations with too 
much rain followed by too 
little, Wuestenberg said. She 
gave the example of severe 
flooding in northwest Iowa in 
the spring and drought in Sep-
tember last year.

She highlighted more than 
two dozen billion-dollar 
weather and climate disasters 
in the U.S. in 2024 with at 
least seven including parts of 
Illinois or Iowa.

The annual flood mag-
nitude is increasing as are 
flood-related disasters along 
the Mississippi, she said.

“The infrastructure is not 
built for current climatic and 
weather systems,” Wuesten-
berg said.

Recommendations from the 
U.S. Government Account-
ability Office to address the 
issues include:

• Updating climate infor-
mation for planning;

• Integrating climate resil-
ience into project-level bene-
fit-cost analysis;

• Prioritizing projects that 
incorporate climate resilience;

• Conducting climate vul-
nerability assessments of ex-
isting infrastructure;

• Establishing a process 
for retrofitting existing infra-

structure to account for cli-
mate change.

As for current conditions, 
the Mississippi flow is below 
its normal state and soil mois-
ture is lower in northern Illi-
nois than normal. 

The March 20 U.S. Drought 
Monitor showed much of the 
Midwest in moderate drought, 
but not in southern Illinois 
where there had been more 
precipitation events this win-
ter.

As far as the drought out-

look, there doesn’t seem to be 
too much of an issue in most 
of Illinois this spring.

Illinois was in a sliver of 
“near normal temperatures” 
and “near normal precipita-
tion” in the latest spring out-
look, Wuestenberg said.

This story was distributed 
through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Asso-
ciation. For more food and 
farming news, visit FarmWee-
kNow.com.

393040
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FREELANCE REPORTERS
AND PHOTOGRAPHERS

NEEDED
Rock Valley Publishing is seeking freelance 
reporters and photographers to produce 
local news and photos for your hometown 
newspaper. Weekly stories and photos 
needed for Jo Daviess and Stephenson 
Counties. Writing and reporting experience 
a plus. Work from home as an independent 
contractor with no in-office requirement.

PLEASE EMAIL RESUME TO:
scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com

FENCING FENCING
Steel Roofing & Siding 

38” Width, 36” Cover, New & Seconds!
New Barn Boards / Rough Sawn 

Full 1” thick 1”X12” White Pine 
Also 1”x8”, 1”x12” Ship Lap Rough Face

* #1 Southern Yellow Pine Lumber *  
2x8 T/G Yellow Pine*Good For Horse Stalls & Floors

Red Cedar Dog Eared Pickets 

1”x6” - 6ft long 
$3.89each

Anich Lumber Co.
414 3rd Street • Palmyra

www.palsteel.com262-495-4453

Wood Fence Panels • Pre-Assembled • Treated Panels 

Dog Ear Tops 6x8  
$48each

Rough Sawn White Oak Lumber 
8x8, 2x8, 2x10, 2x12 - 18ft. lengths

Rough Sawn Fence Boards 1”x6” -16’ 
Pine • Treated Pine • Treated Poplar • White Oak

* ROUND FENCE POSTS * 
Cedar • Pressure Treated • All Sizes in Stock! 

* Landscape Timber • 5x6 - 6x6 - 6x8 * 
 3/4” thick

469911

JOIN US FOR A WEEKEND OF FAMILY 
FRIENDLY TRIATHLON FUN IN HOWARD, WI! 

GREEN BAY YMCA YOUTH TRIATHLON 
FOR AGES 12 AND YOUNGER 

8:00 A.M. SATURDAY, JUNE 28 
 
 
 
 

 

DUCK CREEK SPRINT TRIATHLON 
FOR AGES 13 TO 99 

8:00 A.M. SUNDAY, JUNE 29 
 

Scan here for 
Kids Triathlon 

details  

Scan here for 
Duck Creek Tri 

details 
470237

Opinion

Lawmakers 
must step up 
and address 
opioid crisis

Like everywhere across 
the U.S., Illinois continues 
to struggle with the opioid 
crisis, but rural communities 
like Johnson County 
face unique challenges in 
addressing this epidemic. 
Many residents in our 
community struggle to 
access basic health care 
services, and finding 
quality, affordable addiction 
treatment can be even more 
difficult. When one of our 
neighbors develops an opioid 
dependency and can’t get 
the care they need, the ripple 
effects are felt throughout 
the community—impacting 
families, straining law 
enforcement, and stretching 
our limited local resources 
even thinner.

As the state’s attorney 
for Johnson County, I’ve 
got a front row seat to this 
crisis. Our law enforcement 
officers, who already work 
under immense pressure, 
are often the first responders 
to overdose calls. More of 
these cases than you can 
imagine can be traced back to 
a prescription opioid used to 
manage pain.

It’s time for Illinois to 
ensure that safe and effective 
pain management options 
are available to every patient 
before they are ever put 
on a path toward opioid 
dependency, despite the best 
intentions of their providers.

One step toward tackling 
this crisis is passing Senate 
Bill 1238, legislation that 
would make it easier for 
residents in our state to 
access nonopioid pain 
treatment options. This 
bill would prevent health 
insurance companies from 
denying a patient coverage 
of a non-opioid in favor of 
an opioid drug, ensuring 

patients can choose safer pain 
treatments options without 
financial or bureaucratic 
barriers.

SB 1238 also recognizes 
that not enough people 
know about the non-opioid 
options on the market, and 
patients can’t choose a 
treatment option they don’t 
know exists. To fix this, the 
legislation would allow the 
Illinois Department of Public 
Health to author and publish 
a pamphlet to educate the 
patients and providers about 
non-opioid pain treatments. 

These policy changes 
are crucial for protecting 
Illinois residents from 
the devastating effects of 
opioid addiction. By making 
nonopioid alternatives more 
accessible and affordable, we 
can keep patients off the path 
to opioid addiction. This is 
not just a public health issue; 
it’s a matter of public safety 
and fiscal responsibility. 
Every overdose call strains 
emergency response 
resources, and every new 
case of opioid addiction adds 
to the long-term health care 
and law enforcement costs 
our state must bear.

SB 1238 is a common-
sense proposal that puts 
patients first, prioritizes 
public safety, and helps break 
the cycle of opioid addiction 
before it begins. I urge the 
Illinois Legislature to pass 
this bill and take a critical 

A trip to Africa in love
Last week two men from 

our church and I took an 
amazing trip deep into the 
heart of Africa to visit a 
young man that had come 
into my life some thirty 
years ago. You see it was 
thirty years ago that my 
wife and I signed up with an 
organization that brought a 
little five-year-old African 
boy named Jimmy into 
our lives. We were at a 
concert with some friends 
from our church and during 
intermission some people 
came around with these little 

packets of information on 
children who were in great 
need in very poor parts of the 
world. We thought it would 
be a great idea to choose one 
of these children to support, 
and so we chose a little 
boy and signed up for the 

program. We chose a little 
boy named Jimmy and agreed 
to send about thirty dollars a 
month to help Jimmy out. He 
lived in a country way down 
in Central Africa and every 
couple of months I would 
write him a letter and he 
would write back to me. 

For years we sent letters 
back and forth through the 
organization that we signed 
up with and we learned all 
about his story of poverty 
and pain. A few months 
before we started supporting 
Jimmy, he had lost his dad 

and siblings to a rebel group 
who was trying to overthrow 
the government at the time. 
They came into his village 
and his family was shot and 
killed. Jimmy fled with his 
mother to a safer part of the 
country and together they 
tried to put their lives back 
together. Several years later 
just before Jimmy graduated 
out of the program his mother 
died, and he was left as an 
orphan all alone in this world. 
Our heart went out to him 

By
JEREMY 
LLOYD
Johnson County 
State’s Attorney

In my opinion

By
Scott
Cernek 
Columnist

Weekly connection

See crisis, Page 5

See trip, Page 5
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Around the Northern Hills
	Thank you to everyone 

that came out to our recent 
“Burgers and Brews” event 
at Small Town Saloon in 
Elizabeth, IL.  If you didn’t 
get a chance to get there and 
sample the new Roots Lager, 
a collaboration between the 
Illinois Farm Bureau and 
Destihl Brewery, based out of 
Normal, IL, you still have a 
chance to do so.  Roots Lager 
is going to be a regular drink 
item.  Stop in at Small Town 
and try it out!

     
National Volunteer Month

	April is National Volunteer 
Month.  I would like to take 
this time to thank all of the 
volunteers that take the time 
out of their busy schedules to 
help make our organization 
a strong one.  Also, if you 
are looking for a volunteer 
opportunity, we are always 
looking for a variety of 
volunteers to help at some of 

the programs that we offer.  
You can volunteer as much 
or as little as you like.  I have 
several people that volunteer 
at one event during the year.  
Take the time to help educate 
the public about agriculture at 
one of our summer programs.  
For more information, 
contact me at the office at 
815.858.2235.

Young Leaders 
Committee 

	Are you between the 
ages of 18 and 35 and have 
an interest in agriculture?  
Consider joining the Young 
Leaders Committee.  We have 

a great group of individuals 
that enjoy promoting 
agriculture and I would love 
to see more people join in.   
The next meeting is Sunday,  
April 27 at 6 p.m. here at 
the farm bureau office in 
Elizabeth.     If you have any 
questions, call our office 
at 815.858.2235 or email 
jdcfbmgr@gmail.com.

     
Family Farm Signs 

	It’s that time of year 
that we are all thinking 
of planting and sprucing 
things up around the farm.  
Why not add a “This is a 
Family Farm” sign to your 
landscape? The signs are 
17.5” x 23” and cost $30.  

Farm Fun Fact
	April is National Volunteer 

Month.  Would you like to 
help promote agriculture?  
I’ve got some great 
opportunities for you!

and through social media 
we were able to keep in 
touch and help him through 
college where he earned a 
degree in pastoral studies 
and began volunteering 
his time and efforts with a 
church which had a school 
and an orphanage that they 
ran as well. His only means 
of income were whatever 
vegetables he could sell 
from his small garden and 
also whatever small gifts his 
church could give him on 
occasion. 

For years this was how 
he survived. Finally, this 
December he sent me a 
message that he was taking 
a bride in March and would 
love it if I could come. I 
decided to see if there was 
any way I could go and see 
him. Sure enough I found a 
flight that was affordable and 
recruited some men to go 
along. Our church gave us a 
wonderful send-off and two 
weeks ago we took off on 
the adventure of a lifetime. 
I can’t tell you how exciting 
it was to fly over the Sahara 
Desert and look down over 
millions of acres of sand and 
then a while later to look 

down on millions of acres 
of jungle. Finally, after eight 
hours of flying across the 
Atlantic and eight more hours 
from Brussels to central 
Africa, we descended back 
to the earth and landed in a 
strange and distant land.

I have to say that the Holy 
Spirit was with us each step 
of the way and in the end, 
we were able to meet up with 
our long lost “adopted” son 
Jimmy. We spent the week 
traveling and visiting schools, 
orphans, churches and 
sharing many different kinds 
of gifts that we took along for 
the children we met. It was 
an eye-opening trip to say the 
least. The poverty is beyond 
belief in some places, but 
the kindness and gentleness 
of the vast majority of the 
African people we met was 
wonderful to experience. 
I have to admit there were 
times when things got a bit 
sketchy and fear started to 
creep in, but the Lord gave 
me the verse found in 2 
Timothy 1:7. For I have not 
given you a spirit of fear, 
but of power and love and 
a sound mind. We felt the 
powerful presence of the 

Holy Spirit often on our trip 
and back home again. Since 
we have arrived back home, 
I have shared Jimmy’s and 
my story with several school 
classes and also at church. It 
is my desire that we become 
a truly thankful people who 
thank God for our great 
country and for the salvation 
that only comes through faith 
in Jesus Christ. It was a joy to 
meet many fellow believers 
who even though times are 
very difficult for them, the 
joy of the Lord was very 
evident in their lives. I find 
myself reflecting a great deal 
on what we experienced, and 
I’m driven to pray for those 
who have so much less than 
we have here in this great 
country. Until next week, 
God bless.   

SATURDAY, APRIL 26 • 9 A.M.
SCHRADER SPRING EQUIP. AUCTION

5995 IL 75 E. • Dakota, IL
SELLING: Tractors, field equip, livestock equip., fencing, shop & yard 

equip., hay & straw, lumber, vehicles. NO guns or household items. 
Get listings in NOW to advertise. 815-449-2215

468938

www.edwardjones.com

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor

640 W. South St, #4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955
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www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor
.

640 W South St 4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

Member SIPC

Start your next 
chapter in life 
with a solid 
savings plan

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 04/01/25. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-
issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per 
depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please 
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to 
availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest 
rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can 
lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal 
may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution 
of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are 
issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the 
Depository Trust Corp. (DTC). 470157

1-year 4.05%
APY*

Bank-issued, 

FDIC-insured

CDs may seem uninteresting, but that’s their superpower. As an investment vehicle, 
they offer competitive rates while generally being predictable and dependable. 

Call us to learn more about our boring CDs with not-so-boring rates.step toward combating 
the opioid crisis in our 
state. Illinoisans deserve 
better than a system that 
prioritizes opioids over safer, 
nonaddictive treatments. I 
urge our state lawmakers to 
pass this bill.

•	Crisis   
(Continued from page 4)

•	Trip   (Continued from page 4)

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

	 The Butcher family, Top Notchers 4-H club, volunteered their Saturday morning by 
participating in the Jo Daviess County 4-H Tree Planting event.

Plant a tree; help the planet
	The River Ridge CUSD 

is now home to 25 new oak 
trees with the help of the Jo 
Daviess County 4-H program 
and Jo Daviess County Soil 
and Water Conservation Dis-
trict. Together,  these volun-
teers participated in the  4-H 
Green Communities Tree 
Program, which  address-
es  the decline of native oak 
trees throughout Illinois.

 “The loss of our oak trees 
is a global issue, and it is 
important that our youth see 
the difference they can make 
locally by simply showing up 
and giving their time! When 
Mindy Pratt at the Soil and 

Water Conservation District 
reached out to express their 
interest, we started the plan-
ning process. Mindy found 
our location, and our 4-Hers 
and volunteers planted the 
trees,” says Angela Miller, 
4-H Program Coordinator. 
“It is exciting to know that 
our 4-H members who go to 
school here, those who  vis-
it, and those who will some-
day send their own children 
to River Ridge School will 
remember that they helped 
plant those trees.”

  Throughout the spring 
of 2025, youth in 49 coun-
ties participating in the 4-H 

Green Communities Tree 
Programs are planting group-
ings of 25 oak trees on pub-
lic properties in their county 
for 1225 newly planted trees 
across Illinois with help from 
Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts.

	Illinois once held 14 mil-
lion acres of trees, accord-
ing to Sinclair. That number 
dropped to 3 million acres 
before intentional efforts 50 
years ago began to reverse 
the decline. Today, Illinois 
has 5 million acres of trees. 
To help support this project, 
please visit https://go.illinois.
edu/4hgreencommunity.

By
Annette
Eggers 
Jo Daviess 
County Farm 
Bureau

Music Art and Recreational Society 
of Stockton to host local concert

	Music Art and Recreational Society of 
Stockton (MARSS) is proud to present 
Meghan Davis in concert on April 25, 
2025, at 6 p.m. at the Stockton American 
Legion Hall located at 128 E. Front 
Avenue.

	Davis is an area favorite guitar and 
vocal performer from Northwest Illinois. 
Her easy-listening solo acoustic shows 
provide an enjoyable, relaxing, and fun 
atmosphere that anyone will appreciate.  

Her shows consist of current hits and 
music from the past 5 decades including 
classic rock, pop and a little bit of 
country. Davis features hits from a wide 
array of artists such as James Taylor, 
Carly Simon, The Eagles, Simon and 
Garfunkel, John Denver, Taylor Swift, 
Jackson Browne, Elton John, REO 
Speedwagon, Tom Petty, and many more.  
Admission is free, but a collection for 
future concerts will be taken.
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468684

Broiled or Fried Fish Atlantic Cod
Twice as good as anyone else!
Now enjoy the Coach’s Fish Fry

BOTH Friday & Saturday!
Lena, IL • 815-369-2222

390024

HARTZELL’S
FRIDAY FISH FRY

served 11 am - 1 pm, 4 pm - 5:30 pm
while supplies last

fish sandwich $4.79
2 piece cod dinner, poTaTo 
wedGes, saLad & roLL $8.99
feeL free To caLL in your order and 
we’LL have iT ready when you come

harTzeLL’s deLi
rt. 78 n • warren

815-745-3311 433504

To Advertise
your 

Lenten Specials 
call

Cyndee Stiefel
815-369-4112 or
815-947-3353

272811

Little
John’s Tap

147 South Main
Pearl City
815-443-2818

2 Piece Alaskan Pollock Dinner
(hand battered or baked)

Served with fries or baked potato, 
coleslaw, and dinner roll

Fridays starting at 5 p.m.

468620

106 E. Railroad Street • Lena, IL
815-369-1210

FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIAL - 2 pc. Haddock

FRIDAY FISH FRY DINNER SPECIAL
Beer battered, grilled or fried haddock

3 piece OR all you can eat! Comes with choice 
of soup or salad, coleslaw and side.

BE SURE TO ORDER
Mulligan’s Famous Cheese

Curds
433502

Friday Night All-you-can-eat Cod
and

Other seafood specials
available!!!

 3500 E. Center Rd., Stockton
815-858-3939

woodbinebend.com
414191

815-858-9111
111 North Main St.

Elizabeth, IL

Fried Cod or 
Shrimp with 

choice of baked 
potato or fries 
and coleslaw

468619

Church news
Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church

	All are invited to worship 
at Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, 118 E. Mason St. 
Lena, IL. Join on Sunday, 
April 13, 2025, for Worship 
Service at 9:30 a.m. This 
week’s gospel reading is from 
the Gospel Luke 22:14—
23:56.

	On Wednesday, April 16 
the Peace Corps Quilting 
group will meet from 8 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. All are welcome 
to join and no quilting experi-
ence necessary.

	On April 17, 2025, Good 
Shepherd will hold Maundy 
Thursday Service 7 p.m. Holy 
Communion will be celebrat-
ed in this service

	All the services will be 
recorded and be available 
on church’s Facebook page 

and website. Please visit our 
website and (http://goodshep-
herdlena.org/)and Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/
GSLCLenaIL) for informa-
tion. Please contact the church 
office at 815-369-5552 with 
any questions. 

St. John’s 
Lutheran Church 

	St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Pearl City will cel-
ebrate Palm Sunday on Sun-
day, April 13 at 9 a.m.  

	Everyone is welcome to 
come to St. John’s to play 
dominoes in Luther Hall on 
Tuesday, May 6 at 9 a.m.	
The next Men’s Breakfast will 
be on Wednesday, May 7 
at 7:30 a.m. at the Beltline 
Restaurant in Freeport.  

	On Sunday, May 4 St. 
John’s members and friends 

can go out for lunch at the 
Legends on Route 26 north 
of Freeport at 12 p.m.  Please 
sign up on the bulletin board.  
Members and friends are wel-
come to attend.

	The April Grace Meal will 
be on Sunday,  April 27 in-
stead of April 20.   It will be 
a community meal served 
by St. John’s, Faith United 
Methodist Church, and Zion 
Church. The menu will be 
ham,  mashed potatoes and 
gravy,  peas  and carrots, ap-
plesauce, and cherry cob-
bler.  Reservations are due in 
the church office by Thurs-
day, April 24.   Meals can be 
picked up at the church on 
April 27 between 11 a.m. and 
12 p.m., or you can choose 
to dine in Luther Hall at St. 
John’s between 11 a.m. and 
12:30 p.m.  If you are interest-
ed in donating to this ministry, 

reach out to the church office 
for more information.

	The Healthy Wolves group 
will be packing backpacks on 
Thursday, April 3 at 3:15 p.m.  
If you are interested in donat-
ing to this ministry, reach out 
to the church office for more 
information.

	St. John’s Lutheran Church 
of Pearl City is an ELCA 
parish and is located at 229 
First St. in Pearl City.  We are 
handicapped accessible.   If 
you need to contact the pastor 
or church, you may call 815-
443-2215 for information.

Evangelical Free 
Church of Lena 

	Join each Wednesday at 1 
p.m. at the Evangelical Free 
Church of Lena to celebrate 
the Lenten season with music.

The schedule includes:  

April 9: Gone Fishin’
April 16: DELTA II
	The Evangelical Free 

Church of Lena is sponsoring 
three opportunities to attend 
an Easter Egg Hunt for the 
children in the community.

April 18: 10 a.m. at 493 Li-
ons Drive

April 18: 10:30 a.m. at 503 
Locust Street,

April 19: 10:30 a.m. at Pol-
hill Park

Calvary Church 
	The last Joint Lenten Ser-

vice will be on Palm Sunday 
evening, April 13.   The Cal-
vary Praise Team, “Finding 
Grace” will be giving a pro-
gram at 6 p.m.  Refreshments 
will follow at 7 p.m. on Fel-
lowship Hall.  

	A special Maundy Thurs-
day service will be held on 

April 17 and a Good Friday 
Service on April 18.   All are 
invited to any of these ser-
vices.

Lena United 
Methodist Church

	The Lena United Method-
ist Church is having a Rum-
mage Sale on April 10, 11, 12. 
The hours are Thursday 
and Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and Saturday ($2 bag 
day) from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.   
The sale will be held in Fel-
lowship Hall. 
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Think Spring...
Bleaching Special

1/2 OFF
Call to Schedule Your Free Consultation Today!

450748

Dr. Stephen Petras
Stockton Dental Center

120 West Front Ave, Stockton, IL 61085
www.stocktondental.com

A licensed Illinois General Dentist

815-947-3700

470160

Pearl City -  (Nearly 25 Acre) 
Recreational Property, with Home, 

Pole Building, & 16’ Swimming Pool! 
20 Acres Heavy Timber - exceptional 

Hunting, with 2.5 miles of trails 
throughout. 30’ x 30’ Pole Building 

(8’ x 16’ Overhead door). Steel, 
Single Family Home, attached 2.5 
car Garage with shop-work area, 

water, heat & floor drain. $439,000
MLS #202400135

Lena - Well-Kept 3 bedroom Ranch 
home, with full Lower Level & Egress 
Windows on corner lot, near Le-Win 

School!  $239,000 

Lanark, IL  - Over 2 Acres to build 
on, here, in beautiful Lake Carroll! 
Partial view of the lake, from this 

acreage, on Southview Drive. ‘Short 
walk to shore.’ Build your dream 

home, here! $9,999

Julie Willson, Broker
300 E. Main St. • Lena, IL 61048
1201 W. Empire St. • Freeport, IL 61032
Call/Text: 815-690-2792
Email: juliewillson63@gmail.com
www.northwesternillinoishomes.com

Gigi Willson says, 
“Take my advice, 

People: 
Buying or Selling? 

Call Grandma 
Julie!”

Wildcat baseball bounces back 
as winners of three straight
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

	It took a little while for the 
River Ridge-Scales Mound 
Wildcats to shake the rust 
off for the 2025 baseball sea-
son.  The Wildcats opened the 
season with four consecutive 
losses, including two 10-0 
losses in back-to-back games.  

	Hitting and pitching were 
both major struggles for the 
Wildcats, but they really 
struggled defensively.  The 
team had already racked 
up 16 errors after just three 
games of play this season.  
Their first game without an 
error didn’t come until March 
29, but even that resulted in a 
5-8 loss to Brimfield.  RR-SM 
had just five hits in the loss. 

	Finally, the Wildcats broke 
into the win column on their 
second game of that day.  A 
6-1 win over Astoria gave 
RR-SM their first win of the 
season.  Everything came to-
gether as they played a clean 
game of defense, scored six 
runs, and had a lights out 
pitching performance from 
Joe Winter.  In seven innings, 
Winter struck out 12, while 
allowing just three hits. 

	RR-SM looked even bet-
ter when they took a 4-2 lead 
over the Pearl City Wolves in 
their next game.  The Wild-
cats’ sloppy defense came 
back to bite them as some late 
errors allowed the Wolves 
to regain the lead.  Despite 
leading for a majority of the 
game, RR-SM lost to Pearl 
City 5-7. 

	The Wildcats appear to 
have gotten over the hump in 
their recent games.  On Fri-
day, April 4, RR-SM picked 
up their second win of the 
season with a 10-0 victory 
over the Orangeville Bron-
cos.  It took just five innings 
for the Wildcats to beat the 
Broncos as they took advan-
tage of the mercy rule.  Da-
mon Dittmar got the win on 
the mound, striking out six 
and allowing just one hit in 
his five innings of work. 

	Winter led the way offen-
sively.  In his three at bats, 
Winter finished with two hits, 
one run scored, and two runs 
batted in.  Aiden Soppe fin-
ished the day going one for 
three with three RBI.  Sam 
Rife, Mason Smith, and Cam-
den Flack each finished the 
day with an RBI as well. 

	Orangeville has struggled 
through the early parts of the 
2025 season, but that didn’t 
take anything away from the 
Wildcats putting together a 
complete performance.  It 
meant even less when the 
Wildcats went on to beat a 
6-1 South Beloit squad in 
their very next game. 

	The Wildcats had to over-
come some adversity in order 
to win this one.  Additionally, 

they would have to find a way 
to win with a return of their 
defensive woes.  The Wild-
cats had five errors against 
South Beloit.  Despite that, 
the offense managed to com-
bine for nine hits, five walks, 
and 11 runs.  

	The Wildcats needed all 11 
of those runs, but they wound 
up being too much for South 
Beloit.  RR-SM won the game 
by a score of 11-6, improving 
their record to 3-5 on the sea-
son.  Winter had another big 
game at the plate, going two 
for four with two runs scored 
and three RBI.  Sawyer Fry 
went one for three with two 
RBI on the day.  Fry was 
also the winning pitcher, as 
he allowed 12 hits and three 
earned runs, while striking 
out six in seven innings of 
work.  

	The Wildcats won their 
third consecutive game when 
they took on the Indian Creek 
Timberwolves for their final 
game on April 5.  The Tim-
berwolves are another team 
that has struggled this season 
as they came into the match-
up with an overall record of 
0-9. 

	The Wildcats went on to 
win the game by a score of 10-
3.  They did so led by Smith’s 
three-hit performance.  Smith 
went three for four with two 
runs scored and two RBI in 
the game.  Smith was the only 
Wildcat to register more than 
one hit in the victory. 

	The Wildcats face a diffi-
cult rematch on Monday April 
14.  That evening, they play 
host to the Lena-Winslow 
Panthers.  Le-Win was one of 
the teams that handed RR-SM 
a 10-0 loss earlier in the year.  
If the Wildcats can bring 
their improved defense, they 
should put up a better fight 
against the Panthers.  

Pearl City baseball snaps three-game losing streak
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

	The Pearl City Wolves have gotten 
off to a bit of a slow start for the 2025 
baseball season.  After a 14-0 loss to 
Aurora Christian on March 29, the 
Wolves were losers of three straight.  
That also dropped their overall record to 
just 2-5 at the time.  Additionally, Pearl 
City would have to wait almost five days 
before getting another opportunity to play. 

	The Wolves finally did get that 
opportunity on April 3 when they traveled 
to take on the River Ridge-Scales Mound 
(RR-SM) Wildcats.  RR-SM has had their 
own struggles to start the season.  Prior to 
their game with the Wolves, the Wildcats 
held an overall record of just 1-4.  Since 
then, RR-SM has turned things around, 
improving their record to 4-5.  That 
wasn’t until after the Wolves handed them 
their fifth loss of the season. 

	The Wolves took the first lead of the 
game, thanks to a first inning double by 
Brycen Voegeli.  With a line drive to 
left, Voegeli drove in Sawyer Williams 
to put Pearl City up 1-0.  RR-SM would 
respond with a run of their own in the 
bottom half. 

	Despite taking the first lead, the 
Wolves quickly found themselves trailing 
the Wildcats.  Parker Allen started the 
game on the mound for the Wolves, and 
the Wildcat bats managed to get the best 

of him.  After allowing runs in the first 
two innings, Allen saw two more runs 
cross after allowing a double, a walk, and 
two singles in the third.  Allen finished his 
day with three innings pitched with eight 
hits and four runs allowed, while striking 
out three. 

	Pearl City went to Brandon Hille in 
the fourth inning.  After Myles Freedlund 
hit a leadoff single to open the top of the 
fourth, it looked like the Wolves were 
going to help Allen out.  Three quick outs 
later, the Wolves were back on defense, 
where they chose to give Hille a chance 
to pitch. 

	Hille immediately changed the game.  
He struck out a pair of Wildcats in his first 
inning, quickly getting the Wolves back 
in the dugout.  Pearl City’s bats weren’t 
quite awake yet, but Hille managed to 
keep the Wildcats off the scoreboard for 
just long enough. 

	Entering the top of the sixth, Pearl 
City still faced a 4-2 deficit.  Voegeli 
proved to be a rally starter on that day, 
and that’s just what he did in that inning.  
A single up the middle was just the spark 
the Wolves needed.  Hille then followed 
up with a single of his own, putting two 
runners on with no outs.  Will Birchen 
and B Liebenstein then had back-to-back 
hits, driving in a pair of runs and tying the 
game at 4-4. 

	With the Pearl City bats hot, Hille 

made quick work of the Wildcats in the 
bottom half.  The Wolves then picked up 
right where they left things off as they 
put up three more runs in the top of the 
seventh.  

	In the end, it was Allen who redeemed 
his slow start on the mound.  Entering 
the top of the seventh with the game tied, 
Allen roped a line drive to left field for a 
double to lead off the inning.  Eventually, 
Voegeli drove in Allen on a sacrifice fly, 
giving the Wolves a 5-4 lead.  

	Later on, with two outs, Liebenstein 
hit their second double of the inning, 
driving in Williams and Freedlund to put 
the team up 7-4. 

	The Wildcats made things interesting 
with a run in the bottom half, but Pearl 
City eventually won the game by a final 
score of 7-5.  Hille got the win on the 
mound, tossing four innings with four 
strikeouts and one earned run off three 
hits allowed.  

	Liebenstein led the way at the plate, 
going two for four with three RBI.  Allen 
went three for four with two runs scored.  
Voegeli was two for three with one run 
scored and two RBI.  Clayton Downs, 
Hille, and Freedlund all had two-hit 
performances as the Wolves combined for 
14 hits in the win. 

	On Thursday, April 10 the Wolves play 
host to the Orangeville Broncos.  That 
game is set to begin at 4:30 p.m.

EPC Drama Department presents Disney’s ‘The Little Mermaid’ 
	The Eastland Pearl City 

(EPC) Drama Department is 
thrilled to announce its upcom-
ing production of Disney’s The 
Little Mermaid, with perfor-
mances on Friday, April 4 at 7 
p.m., Saturday, April 5 at 7 p.m., 
and Sunday, April 6 at 2 p.m. 
This highly anticipated musical 
will take audiences on a magical 
journey under the sea and onto 
land with Ariel, played by Cay-
lie Schubert, and Prince Eric, 
played by Dylan Rominski. 
They will be joined by Emma 
Lagos as the villainous Ursula, 
Shelby Groezinger as the lov-
able Flounder, Etana Yang as 
the quirky Scuttle, and Callie 

Blevins as the ever-charismatic 
Sebastian. This is just the top of 
the list for all the talented per-
formers in this production.

	Doors will open 30 minutes 
before each performance. Tick-
ets are priced at $12 for adults 
and $10 for students, with free 
admission for children under 
3. Tickets will be available for 
purchase starting March 21 
from cast and crew members or 
at the door on the day of the per-
formance. 

	This production showcas-
es an incredible array of tal-
ent from both Eastland and 
Pearl City junior high and high 
schools. With a talented sup-

porting cast, dazzling costumes, 
and beloved songs, this produc-
tion promises to be a fantastic 
experience for audiences of all 
ages. Come be part of the ad-

venture as we bring Disney’s 
The Little Mermaid to life. For 
more information, please con-
tact Mrs. Jamie Graf at jgraf@
pcwolves.net.
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If you live in Lena, you can receive the Shopper’s Guide every week by email or 
mail for FREE!

Free delivery is available in Lena by mail or email when requested. As an 
alternative to mail, a free Digital eSubscription will be available by request. A link 
to your eSubscription will be emailed to you every 
week.

Now is your chance to get your hometown news 
before the newspaper is hot off the press! The 
Shopper’s Guide eSubscription can be read on 
a computer, laptop or tablet. To continue free 
delivery by email or mail and avoid missing 
any issues, return your form 
today!

There will be no 
telemarketing calls, no strings 
attached, just convenient, free 
delivery compliments of our advertisers.

458572

Receive your FREE copy of 
the Shopper’s Guide every 

week by email or mail!

____ Yes. I want an eSubscription! I would like to receive 
the Shopper’s Guide by email, for 3 years at no charge. My 
weekly link lets me get the newspaper before mail home 
delivery.
____ Yes. I would like to receive FREE home delivery of The 
Shopper’s Guide by mail to my Lena address, for 3 years at 
no charge.

Please call for mail subscription rates outside of Lena.

Name_________________________________________________ Date:_________________
Address: _______________________________________ Phone:______________________
Email:_____________________________ Signature:________________________________

Mail to: The Shopper’s Guide, c/o Rock Valley Publishing, 1102 Ann St., 
Delavan, WI 53115 OR send by email to: scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com

For subscription rates outside of Lena, IL please call 815-369-4112
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24-HOUR SERVICE ON ALL BRANDS

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

www.superiorhvacservices.com

New installation • Remodeling
Routine maintenance • Repairs

409646

Shopper’s Guide
Serving the communities in Stephenson County

Postal Customer  **ecrwss 

PR SRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
ROCK VALLEY

PUBLISHING LLC

441564

ACCIDENTS HAPPEN!
Let us take the worry out of having your vehicle repaired.

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

 Alaina Dinderman (Snappy Snazzers) wins the Dairy Showman of Showman class. 
Youth in Stephenson County exhibited 4-H projects this past month at various shows 
held out at the Stephenson County Fairgrounds and at the Stephenson County Farm 
Bureau. For more photos, see inside.

Panthers building 
back in hopes 
of another 
postseason run
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 Excluding the 2020 Covid 
year, the Lena-Winslow Pan-
thers have won three consec-
utive Illinois Class 1A State 
Football Titles.  Although the 
Panthers lost a majority of last 
year’s squad, many believe Le-
Win has what it takes to make 
another deep postseason run. 

 “We lost 10 starters on de-
fense and eight starters on of-
fense,” Lena-Winslow head 
coach Ric Arand shared just 
before practice for the 2023 
season started.  Arand is enter-
ing his 27th season as the Pan-
thers’ head coach.  The expe-
rienced instructor will have to 
find a way to take a roster filled 
mostly with new faces and help 
them reach their full potential 
once again.  

 If anyone is capable of do-
ing that, it’s Arand.  Through 
26 years, Arand holds a career 
record of 234-66.  More than 
Arand, the Panther-Strong pro-
gram has set the standard for 
winning across Illinois High 
School Football.  Not only 
have they captured three con-
secutive titles, but six in total.  
The Panthers have stamped 
their name in the Illinois histo-
ry books and this 2023 squad is 
hoping to do much of the same. 

 Despite losing so many to 
graduation, the Panthers still 
return some familiar names 

this season.  Gage Dunker 
gets plenty of action as he re-
turns as an outside lineback-
er on defense and the team’s 
fullback on offense.  Dunker, 
the younger brother of Gen-
nings Dunker, who is now on 
the Iowa Hawkeyes, looks to 
lead the way for the Panthers.  
Dunker will have some famil-
iar faces blocking ahead of him 
as the Panthers return two start-
ing offensive linemen.  Odin 
Stabenow and Tanner Kempel 
will look to hold things down 
on the edge as the Panthers’ of-
fensive tackles.  

 Outside of that, howev-
er, Le-Win is going to have a 
plethora of new faces on the 
field in 2023.  “We need a lot 
of guys to step up and ma-
ture quickly to be successful,” 
Arand shared. 

 The Panthers will have 
to replace a number of guys 
along the line of scrimmage.  
Luke Kempel, Luke Staben-
ow, Brady Aurand, and Alex 
Packard will all be playing 
on the offensive and defen-
sive line.  Mason Spidahl and 
Quinn Rodebaugh will both 
get opportunities at tight end 
and defensive end as well.  Ca-
sey Klever also lines up at tight 
end on offense, but he’s off the 
line on the defensive side as an 
outside linebacker.  

SUBmITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Stephenson County 4-H Fair winner See PantherS, Page 6

Saturday, April 12 
at Stagecoach Event Center

— All You Can Eat! —
Serving From 4:30 till 7:30 p.m.

Apple River Fire Department
— 44th Annual —

Ham & Swiss Steak Supper

Adults…$14.00
Children...$6.00
(6 - 12 years) 

5 And Under Free

470163

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

New installation
Repairs • Remodeling
Routine maintenance

464883

10am-2pmSunday,

April 20

470247

Closing after
Brunch

Prime Rib, Broasted Chicken, Baked Ham, Sausage, Bacon,
Scrambled Eggs, Biscuits & Gravy, Home Fries, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy,
Vegetables, Fruit, Salad, Cinnamon Rolls, Brownies & Assorted Desserts,

Milk, Juice and More

Call 815-233-0560
To Make Reservations

2051 N. APY RD.,  FREEPORT, IL

Adults $29.99
6-12 yrs $18.99

5 yrs-under FREE

Pearl City softball wins back to back road matchups
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

After dropping three con-
secutive matchups and having 
a few off days, the Pearl City 
Wolves returned to the soft-
ball field with a couple of road 
victories last week.  In the last 
weekend of March, the Wolves 
lost both games of a double 

header.  With that, they end-
ed the month on a three-game 
skid, and they would have to 
wait a few days before getting 
ack to taction. 

	The Wolves finally got the 
opportunity to play on April 3, 
when they traveled to take on 
the Scales Mound-River Ridge 
(SM-RR) Hornets.  SM-RR 

came into the matchup with a 
record of 3-4, while the Wolves 
were just ahead of them at 
4-4.  	 The game got off 
to a good start for Pearl City.  
An early error by the Hornets’ 
center fielder extended the top 
of the first inning.  Eventually, 
Isabella Smith scored the first 
run of the game when she took 
advantage of a passed ball.  
Just three pitches later, Kendra 
Kuhlemeier lifted a ball to cen-
ter field for a sacrifice fly.  Jorja 
Johnson came into score, put-
ting the Wolves up 2-0 in the 
first. 

	Not only did Pearl City get 
off to a hot start offensively, 
but their pitching and defense 
showed up as well.  Pearl 
City’s starting pitcher, Mack-
enzie Lotz, opened the bottom 
of the first with a three-pitch 
strikeout.  That set the tone 
for the day, as Lotz went on to 
finish the game with 10 strike-
outs. 

	Lotz’ had a clean perfor-

mance up until the sixth in-
ning.  SM-RR finally got on 
the board after they led off the 
bottom of the sixth with a dou-
ble.  After a walk and another 
hit, the Hornets managed to tie 
the game at 2-2.  Pearl City’s 
offense had also hit a bit of a 
slump.  After scoring two runs 
in the first inning, the Wolves 
went scoreless through the 
next five innings.  The Hor-
nets’ production in the bottom 
of the sixth brought the Wolves 
back to life in the top of the 
seventh.

	It was a two-out rally, but 
the Wolves managed to get 
the job done.  Kuhlemeier led 
the inning off with a single up 
the middle, but the next two at 
bats resulted in a pop out and a 
ground out.  Lotz then helped 
herself out as she ripped a 
double to right field, driving 
in Jayelle Spahr and putting 
the Wolves up 3-2.  Elizabeth 
Dinderman then followed up 
with an RBI single, giving her 

team some late insurance as 
they went into the final half in-
ning. 

	After Lotz helped give the 
Wolves the lead, she put an end 
to the game in the bottom half.  
The Hornets didn’t go down 
without a fight, however.  With 
a single and a double, SM-RR 
managed to bring themselves 
within one.  Lotz eventually 
got the third and final out with 
a pop fly to left, and the Wolves 
won the game 4-3. 

	The very next day, the 
Wolves were back on the road 
as they traveled to take on the 
Guilford Vikings.  Guilford has 
struggled early in the 2025 sea-
son.  They came into Friday’s 
matchup with a record of 1-4.  

	Pearl City made sure those 
struggles continued.  The 
Wolves racked up 18 hits 
against the Vikings, led by a 
four-hit performance by Anna 
Dampman.  Dampman fin-
ished the day with four RBI 
and three runs scored as she 

proved to be a tough out.  
	Johnson and Kuhlemeier 

were next up as they each fin-
ished with three hits.  Johnson 
went three for five with three 
runs scored and five RBI.  
Kuhlemeier was three for four 
with three runs scored and two 
RBI.  

	Guilford also had eight 
errors in the game, which al-
lowed things to get even fur-
ther out of hand.  In just four 
innings of play, Pearl City beat 
the Vikings by a score of 25-2.  
Kuhlemeier pitched all four in-
nings, allowing just one hit and 
striking out a pair.  

With the win, the Wolves 
improved to 6-4 on the young 
season.  Their next two games 
feature some tough matchups 
as they take on the Orangeville 
Broncos in back-to-back meet-
ings.  The Wolves are set to 
play host to the Broncos on 
Thursday, April 10.  Oran-
geville has gotten off to a 6-1 
start this year.
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God Is Love
Schapville Zion Presbyterian Church

635  E. Schapville Road
Elizabeth, IL 61028

www.schapvillezion.org

Easter 
Sunday 
Worship

Sunday,
April 20

10 a.m. 
Worship 
Service

May God’s love touch you in worship

470240

HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat. 8:30 a.m. - Noon

Devoefloral@yahoo.com

216 W. Main St. • Lena, IL
815-369-5549

 ✿ Easter Bouquets, 
Centerpieces,  
and Corsages

 ✿ Easter Lilies
 ✿ Spring Bulbs Plants
 ✿ Easter Giftware

Think Spring

415460

216 W. Main St. • Lena, IL
815-369-5549

HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat. 8:30 a.m. - Noon

Devoefloral@yahoo.com

Pre-Order your Prom Flowers
 ❀Unique Prom 
Designs    

 ❀Each corsage 
and boutonniere 
personalized for 
you!

435428

470241

McConnell
Easter Egg Hunt

Saturday,
April 19

McConnell Community Hall
211 N. Hulbert Rd.

Come see 
the Easter 

Bunny!

• Crafts •
• Prizes •
• Treats •

Ages
0 - 10

years old

Starts at
1 p.m. sharp

Registration begins at 
12:30 p.m.

470242

470243

St. John’s Ministries
625 Country Lane Drive, Lena, Illinois  61048

815-369-4035
Website: stjohnslena.org

Email: office@stjohnslena.org
Find us on Facebook

But from now on the Son of 
Man shall be seated at the 

right hand of the power of God.

Worship with our family at St. John’s 
this Holy Week and find out what 

God’s love looks like for you!

7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Worship
 Holy Communion
 Stripping of the Altar
 
7:00 p.m. Good Friday Tenebrae Worship
 Singing is Acapella

7, 9:30 and 10:30 a.m.
 Easter Worship
 
8 a.m. Easter Breakfast - eggs, sausage,
  pancakes, donuts, coffee, milk
 Served by our Junior & Senior 
  High Youth
 Free will donation

Luke 22:69

Serving Christ & Community!
Serving you!

You are invited to join us in Worship
as we head towards Easter!

Sunday mornings at 9 a.m.
Maundy Thursday at 7 p.m.

Good Friday at 7 p.m.

We believe that the Bible is the true 
Word of God, that reveals to us that 
Jesus is our Savior. If you would 
like to learn more about the gift of 
eternal life that God is extending to 
you through the forgiveness of sins, 
please visit us or call 1-815-858-5621.

St. Paul Ev. Lutheran Church - 411. W. Catlin St., Elizabeth, IL

452579
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www.sullivansfoods.net Sullivan’s Foods | 103 W North Ave, Stockton | 815.947.3318 
Sullivan’s Foods | 201 Dodds Dr, Lena | 815.369.2311

Sullivan’s Foods | 703 N Elida St, Winnebago | 815.335.1501
OPEN 6AM TO 9PM  7 DAYS A WEEK

Copyright © 2025 A2 Advertising, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Written permission is required before use. SullivansFoods_040225_PAGE 01

Fresh
STRAWBERRIES

1 lb

2/$5
Prices Effective: Wednesday, April 2 thru Tuesday, April 8, 2025

Like and Follow us on www.facebook.com/sullivansfoods | Check us out or order online at www.sullivansfoods.net | We reserve the right to limit quantities and correct printing errors. All items not available at all stores. 
Sullivan’s Foods has hired a company called Telecheck to process all checks written at our stores. Telecheck has set guidelines in place for processing checks.

Telecheck has a $300 limit for check writing with purchases. If you have an order larger than $300, you may need to pay any remaining balance by cash, credit, or debit card.

BUY 5 SAVE $5
MIX & MATCH SALE!

DETAILS INSIDE! SEE PAGE 3!

BREW PUB 
PIZZA

Select Varieties
10.3-13.71 oz

2/$8

Kingsford
CHARCOAL

Scott
COMFORT PLUS 
TOILET PAPER
12 pk double roll

2/$8
HOT DEAL

Totino’s
PIZZA 
ROLLS

Select Varieties
19.5 - 24.8 oz

2/$7

Kraft
MIRACLE 

WHIP
30 oz

3.99

3 lb bag

2/$5

5.99 lb

USDA Choice
WHOLE BEEF 

BRISKET

3.99 lb

Bakery
OATMEAL 

BREAD  LOAF

2.59

USDA Grade A
FRESH CHICKEN 

WINGS
Family Pack

1.99 lb

PERFECT 
FOR  THE 

TOURNAMENT 
GAMES!

HEAT 
& 

EAT!

USDA Choice
BONELESS 
NEW YORK 
STRIP STEAK
10 oz $8 ea

3
Day 
Sale

APRIL
5th, 6th & 7th

2025

SAT•SUN•MON

HOT DEAL

HOT DEAL

Sullivan’s 
Signature

GOURMET
PULLED PORK Sullivan’s Signature

HALF SUPER 
SUB SANDWICH

6 inch

2.49
GALA 

APPLES 

Fresh Express
OLD FASHIONED 
COLESLAW MIX

14 oz

2/$3
Lotzza Motzza

16 lb

10.99
Copyright © 2025 A2 Advertising, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Written permission is required before use. SullivansFoods_040925_PAGE 01

Like and Follow us on www.facebook.com/sullivansfoods | Check us out or order online at www.sullivansfoods.net | We reserve the right to limit quantities and correct printing errors. All items not available at all stores. 
Sullivan’s Foods has hired a company called Telecheck to process all checks written at our stores. Telecheck has set guidelines in place for processing checks.

Telecheck has a $300 limit for check writing with purchases. If you have an order larger than $300, you may need to pay any remaining balance by cash, credit, or debit card.

Best Choice
SPIRAL SLICED
BONE-IN
HAM

2.49 lb

Cook’s
SHANK
PORTION
BONE-IN  
SMOKED 
HAM

1.69 lb

Cook’s
BUTT 
PORTION
BONE-IN 
SMOKED 
HAM

1.89 lb

Frick’s Premium

SHANK
PORTION
BONE-IN  
SMOKED 
HAM

2.19lb

Kentucky Legend
WHOLE
BONELESS 
HALF 
SMOKED 
HAM

4.49 lb

Kentucky Legend
WHOLE
BONELESS 
SMOKED 
HAM

4.49 lb

MANUFACTURER COUPON

Redeemable only at
Sullivan’s Foods

EXPIRATION 04/26/2025

LIMIT ONE COUPON PER PURCHASE. Minimum purchase requirement: $3.00. Any other use constitutes fraud. 
Void if sold, copied, transferred, altered, prohibited or restricted. Good only in the USA and APO/FPO post 
office addresses. No other coupon may be 
used with this coupon. Consumer pays any 
states tax. Specialty Foods Group will reim-
burse you for the face value of this coupon 
plus 8¢ handling if coupon is submitted in 
compliance with this offer and Specialty 
Foods Group Redemption Policy. Cash val-
ue 1/20¢. Send Coupons to SFG Company, 
Inmar Dept #75400, Mfr Rcv Office 801 
Union Pacific Blvd STE 5, Laredo, TX 78045.

ORDER 
YOUR 

DINNER 
BY 

APR. 16th

DELI FRESH

EASTER
DINNER
FOR 2-4 

46.99

EASTER
DINNER
FOR 5-7 

89.99

FAMILY
EASTER
DINNER
FOR 9-12 

159.99

Certified Angus Beef® brand

BONELESS 
RIBEYE ROAST 

OR STEAKS

14.99 lb

Halos
CLEMENTINES
3 lb bag

3.99

2 DAY
BOGO
SALE
APRIL 10TH & 11TH

SAVE ON THESE ITEMS & MORE!

SEE INSERT FOR DETAILS!

SAVE ON THESE ITEMS & MORE!

SEE INSERT FOR DETAILS!

COKE
PRODUCTS
Select Varieties
24 pk/12 oz cans

11.99
Prices Effective: Wednesday, April 9 thru Tuesday, April 15, 2025

MEAT MASTERS
ILLINOIS STATE
CHAMPIONS

LOCALLY 
MADE 
MEAT MASTER 
BONELESS 
SMOKED HAM

4.99 lb
REAL 

OUSTANDING 
FLAVOR

Sugardale
WHOLE 
BONE-IN 
HAM

1.99 lb

Frick’s Premium
BUTT
PORTION
BONE-IN  
SMOKED 
HAM

2.39 lb

Easter
Dinner

ENENJJOOY EY EASASTER HTER HAAM SPM SPECIAECIALS!LS!

Copyright © 2025 A2 Advertising, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Written permission is required before use. SullivansFoods_040925_PAGE 01

Like and Follow us on www.facebook.com/sullivansfoods | Check us out or order online at www.sullivansfoods.net | We reserve the right to limit quantities and correct printing errors. All items not available at all stores. 
Sullivan’s Foods has hired a company called Telecheck to process all checks written at our stores. Telecheck has set guidelines in place for processing checks.

Telecheck has a $300 limit for check writing with purchases. If you have an order larger than $300, you may need to pay any remaining balance by cash, credit, or debit card.

Best Choice
SPIRAL SLICED
BONE-IN
HAM

2.49 lb

Cook’s
SHANK
PORTION
BONE-IN  
SMOKED 
HAM

1.69 lb

Cook’s
BUTT 
PORTION
BONE-IN 
SMOKED 
HAM

1.89 lb

Frick’s Premium

SHANK
PORTION
BONE-IN  
SMOKED 
HAM

2.19lb

Kentucky Legend
WHOLE
BONELESS 
HALF 
SMOKED 
HAM

4.49 lb

Kentucky Legend
WHOLE
BONELESS 
SMOKED 
HAM

4.49 lb

MANUFACTURER COUPON

Redeemable only at
Sullivan’s Foods

EXPIRATION 04/26/2025

LIMIT ONE COUPON PER PURCHASE. Minimum purchase requirement: $3.00. Any other use constitutes fraud. 
Void if sold, copied, transferred, altered, prohibited or restricted. Good only in the USA and APO/FPO post 
office addresses. No other coupon may be 
used with this coupon. Consumer pays any 
states tax. Specialty Foods Group will reim-
burse you for the face value of this coupon 
plus 8¢ handling if coupon is submitted in 
compliance with this offer and Specialty 
Foods Group Redemption Policy. Cash val-
ue 1/20¢. Send Coupons to SFG Company, 
Inmar Dept #75400, Mfr Rcv Office 801 
Union Pacific Blvd STE 5, Laredo, TX 78045.

ORDER 
YOUR 

DINNER 
BY 

APR. 16th

DELI FRESH

EASTER
DINNER
FOR 2-4 

46.99

EASTER
DINNER
FOR 5-7 

89.99

FAMILY
EASTER
DINNER
FOR 9-12 

159.99

Certified Angus Beef® brand

BONELESS 
RIBEYE ROAST 

OR STEAKS

14.99 lb

Halos
CLEMENTINES
3 lb bag

3.99

2 DAY
BOGO
SALE
APRIL 10TH & 11TH

SAVE ON THESE ITEMS & MORE!

SEE INSERT FOR DETAILS!

SAVE ON THESE ITEMS & MORE!

SEE INSERT FOR DETAILS!

COKE
PRODUCTS
Select Varieties
24 pk/12 oz cans

11.99
Prices Effective: Wednesday, April 9 thru Tuesday, April 15, 2025

MEAT MASTERS
ILLINOIS STATE
CHAMPIONS

LOCALLY 
MADE 
MEAT MASTER 
BONELESS 
SMOKED HAM

4.99 lb
REAL 

OUSTANDING 
FLAVOR

Sugardale
WHOLE 
BONE-IN 
HAM

1.99 lb

Frick’s Premium
BUTT
PORTION
BONE-IN  
SMOKED 
HAM

2.39 lb

Easter
Dinner

ENENJJOOY EY EASASTER HTER HAAM SPM SPECIAECIALS!LS!

BAKERY

SullivansFoods_040225_PAGE 03

Deli Fresh
8 PIECE
FRIED CHICKEN
2 Each: Breast, 
Thigh, Leg, Wing

11.99

Kretschmar Brand
TOP ROUND 
ROAST BEEF
Sliced to Order

10.99 lb

Kretschmar Brand
CHEDDAR
CHEESE
Sliced to Order

6.99  lb

DELIDELI

CHEESE 
TORTELLINI 
SALAD

5.99 lb

Fresh Baked 
BRAT BUNS 
6 ct

2.29

Sabrina’s 
ASSORTED 
MINI FRUIT 
DANISH 
10 ct

4.99

Prices Effective: Wednesday, April 2 thru Tuesday, April 8, 2025

159.99159.9946.9946.99 89.9989.99

MANUFACTURER COUPON

Redeemable only at
Sullivan’s Foods

EXPIRATION 04/26/2025

LIMIT ONE COUPON PER PURCHASE. Minimum purchase requirement: $3.00. Any other use constitutes fraud. 
Void if sold, copied, transferred, altered, prohibited or restricted. Good only in the USA and APO/FPO post 
office addresses. No other coupon may be 
used with this coupon. Consumer pays any 
states tax. Specialty Foods Group will reim-
burse you for the face value of this coupon 
plus 8¢ handling if coupon is submitted in 
compliance with this offer and Specialty 
Foods Group Redemption Policy. Cash val-
ue 1/20¢. Send Coupons to SFG Company, 
Inmar Dept #75400, Mfr Rcv Office 801 
Union Pacific Blvd STE 5, Laredo, TX 78045.

Sugardale 
WHOLE 
BONE-IN 
HAM

1.99 lb

MEAT MASTER 
LOCALLY MADE
OFF THE BONE 
BONELESS 
SMOKED HAM

4.99 lb

Frick’s Premium 
SHANK 
PORTION 
BONE-IN 
SMOKED HAM

2.19 lb

Frick’s Premium 
BUTT 
PORTION 
BONE-IN 
SMOKED 
HAM

2.39 lb

Best Choice 
SPIRAL 
SLICED 
BONE-IN 
HAM

2.49 lb

Cook’s 
SHANK 
PORTION 
BONE-IN 
SMOKED HAM

1.69 lb

Cook’s 
BUTT PORTION 
BONE-IN 
SMOKED HAM

1.89 lb

Kentucky Legend 
WHOLE 
BONELESS 
SMOKED 
HAM

4.49 lb

Kentucky Legend 
HALF 
BONELESS 
SMOKED 
HAM

4.49 lb

MEAT MASTERS
ILLINOIS STATE
CHAMPIONS

Bakery 
PRETZEL 
HAMBURGER 
BUNS 
4 ct

2.99

Atlanta Brand 
NEW YORK
CHEESECAKE 
32 oz

16.99

Cake of the Week

OREO COOKIES 
AND CREAM 
Chocolate Layer Cake 
8 inch round

7.99

EASTER DINNER BY APRIL 16th

BAKERYBAKERY

FROZENFROZEN

DAIRYDAIRY

Mr. Dee’s 
POTATOES
Select Varieties 
24 oz

2.79

SullivansFoods_040225_PAGE 10

Prices Effective: Wednesday, April 2 thru Tuesday, April 8, 2025

Dole 
JUICE
Select Varieties 
59 oz

Bob Evans 
EGG WHITES 
Select Varieties 
16 oz

3.29

Banquet 
BASICS 
ENTREES 
Select Varieties 
4.85-7 oz

4/$5

PictSweet 
CLEAR BAG 
VEGETABLES 
Select Varieties 
22-28 oz
or 8 ct

3.29

Flav-R-Pac 
VEGETABLES
Select Varieties 
12 oz

2/$3

Banquet 
HOT & SPICY 
WINGS 
22 oz

10.99
Healthy Choice 
CAFE 
STEAMERS OR 
SELECTIONS 
Select Varieties 
9.25-10.7 oz

2.99

Blue Ribbon Classics 
NOVELTIES 
Select Varieties 
12-20 ct

5.49

Bellatoria 
ULTRA THIN 
CRUST PIZZA 
12.96 - 21.72 oz

2/$10

Dole 
JUICE 
Select Varieties 
59 oz

2/$7

Blue Bonnet 
SPREAD
Select Varieties 
45 oz

3.99

International
Delight or
Dunkin Donuts 
COLD 
FOAM 
Select Varieties 
14 oz

3.99

International Delight 
ICED COFFEE, 
Silk Almond or 
Dunkin Donuts 
CREAMER
Select Varieties 
32-64 oz

4.49

Simply 
POTATOES
Select Varieties 
20 oz

2.79

Yoplait 
GOGURT
Select Varieties 
8 ct

2/$5

Kemps 
DIP OR 
COTTAGE 
CHEESE 
Select Varieties 
5.3 - 8 oz

4/$5

Stok 
COLD BREW 
Select Varieties 
48 oz

4.99

Pure Leaf 
TEA
Select Varieties 
59 oz

2.29
TruMoo 
FLAVORED
MILK 
Select Varieties 
half gallon

2/$5

Kemps 
WHIPPING
CREAM 
13 oz

3.49
Italia 
STRING 
CHEESE  
Family Pack 
20 oz

6.29
Shullsburg 
SHREDDED
CHEESE 
Select Varieties 
2 lb

8.99

Best Choice 
ALUMINUM

FOIL
75 ft

ENJOY EASTER HAM SPECIALS!ENJOY EASTER HAM SPECIALS!

SullivansFoods_040925_PAGE 06

Frito-Lay Cheetos, Fritos, Funyuns Select Varieties 6.5-10 oz

BOGO

MIRACLE
WHIP

 30 oz

Bakery 

TEXAS  TOAST
LOAF

BOGO

BOGO

US Gov’t Insp

CENTER CUT
BONELESS 

PORK CHOPS
Family Pack

BOGO

US Grade A

BONELESS
CHICKEN 
BREAST

BUY ONE POUND OF
Kretschmar

OFF THE BONE
TURKEY

GET ONE 12 PACK
BAKERY 

KAISER ROLLS

FREE

2 DAY BUY ONE
T
 
H
GET O

TH
NE FREE SALE!

THURSDAY & FRIDAY | APRIL 10th & 11th, 2025

Prices Effective: Thursday, April 10 thru Friday, April 11, 2025
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Prices Effective: Thursday, April 10 thru Friday, April 11, 2025

BOGO

Niagara 

PURIFIED 
DRINKING

WATER 
24pk .5 L

BOGO

Fresh

STRAWBERRIES
1 lb

BOGO

Wishbone or Western

SALAD 
DRESSING
Select Varieties 

15 oz

Crystal Farms

SHREDDED OR
CHUNK CHEESE

Select Varieties, 8 oz

BOGOBOGO

Fiora 

PAPER TOWELS
OR BATH TISSUE

Select Varieties 
6 - 12 ct

BOGO

Roma 

ORIGINAL
CRUST PIZZA

Select Varieties 
10.54 - 11.05 oz

2 DAY BUY ONE GET ONE FREE SALE!
TH THTHURSDAY & FRIDAY | APRIL 10th & 11th, 2025
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BAKERY
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DELI

CHEESE 
TORTELLINI 
SALAD

4.99 lb

Deli Fresh
DEVILED EGG 
POTATO 
SALAD

4.99 lb

Kretschmar Brand
BLACK FOREST 
HAM
Sliced to Order

7.99  lb

Kretschmar Brand
MILD CHEDDAR
CHEESE
Sliced to Order

6.99  lb

Lenten  
Seafood  Specials

Prices Effective: Wednesday, March 19 thru Tuesday, March 25, 2025

LEMON MIRROR 
WHITE LAYER CAKE
8 inch round

7.99

BAKERYBAKERY

2.29

Bakery Fresh 
BRAT 
BUNS
6 ct 

DELIDELI

3.99

HAWAIIAN 
DINNER ROLLS  
12 ct 

2.59

Bakery Fresh
SOUR 
DOUGH 
LOAF  

2.59

PEANUT 
BUTTER 
BITES  
9 ct 

Easter
DELIDELI FRESH FRESH

EASTER 
DINNER
FOR 2-4 
$46.99

EASTER 
DINNER
FOR 5-7 

89.99

FAMILY 
EASTER
DINNER
FOR 9-12 

159.99ORDER YOUR PRE COOKED REHEAT 'N EAT 
EASTER DINNER BY APR. 16TH

Cake of the Week

470100

Stephenson and Carroll County Farm Bureau news
By Victoria Hansen

	For the past 20 years the 
Carroll County Farm Bureau 
Young Leaders have been 
committed to reducing food 
insecurity within Carroll 
County. On Jan. 24, 2025, 
Carroll County Young Lead-
ers collected donated corn 
that was then sold to East-
land Feed and Grain. 

	In addition to corn dona-
tions, the Young Leaders ac-
cepted monetary donations. 
This year the group raised 
$33,353.76. Each food pan-
try received a donation of 
$8,383.44 along with 110 
pounds of ground beef. This 
program wouldn’t be possi-
ble without the support of 
our generous donors. 

	These donors include: 
Kevin & Diann Adolph, Kurt 
Alexander, Larry Alexander, 
Harold Andresen, Aaron & 
Melinda Appel, Randal Ap-
pel, Badtke Farms, Gerald & 
Diann Cassens, D & R Ston-
er Farms, Daehler Farms, 
Durward Farms, Eastland 
Feed and Grain, Sheldon 
& Julie Ebersole, Faulk-

ner Farms, Chris & Deanna 
Fink, Rod & Gerald Fink, 
Ronald & Marsha Foltz, 
Trevor & Taylor Fransene, 
Freedom Hills Ranch and 
Adolph Red Angus, John 
& Susan Hopkins, Hopkins 
Family Farm, Ideal Farms, 
J & J Farms, Janssen Farms, 
Lamoreux Farms, Linker 
Farms, Ludwig Family 
Farm, Martz-Spear Farms, 
Miller Farms, MKA Farms, 
Walter & Levonne Nelson, 
Alyssa Nelson, Les & Mi-
chelle Nelson, ODK Farms, 
Brent & Carrie Pollard, Bill 
& Denise Pilgrim, Curtis & 
Anna Pilgrim, White Oak 
Agri Solutions, Jon and Lisa 
Meade, Allen Rahn, Elmer 
& Annette Rahn, Justin & 
Ellen Rahn, Correy & Kellie 
Rahn Family, Kyle & Ni-
cole Ruter, Bryan & Chel-
sea Schoeny, Kent & Julie 
Schoeny, Schoeny Family 
Farms, Austing & Marti 
Schriner, Dennis Schriner, 
Keith & Joanie Schriner, 
Smith Farms, Steve Queck-
boerner, Stitzel Hog Farm, 
Steve & Jamie Stoner, Stur-

tevant Grain Farms,  Rod 
& Gerald Fink, Tom Fink 
Family, Vos Farms, Bill We-
ber, White Oak Agri, Bri-
an & Sharon Witt, Witt AG 
Solutions, Brad, Brett& Ben 
Woessner, and Ray & Melis-
sa Woessner.

  
Carroll County Office 
Hours

The Carroll County 
Farm Bureau is open Mon-
day-Thursday, 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. If you need additional 
assistance or to meet outside 
of this timeframe, please 
contact Manager Victoria 
Hansen at 815-244-3001 
or by email at carrollcfb@
Gmail.com. 

Trip Spotlight Warrens 
Cranberry Festival

Join the Carroll and Ste-
phenson County Farm Bu-
reaus as we travel to War-
rens, Wisconsin for the An-
nual Warrens Cranberry Fes-
tival. This Festival features 
over 3 miles of shopping and 
over 1,200 vendors. This trip 
will take place on Friday, 

Lena Historical Society Dinner 
and Program Fundraiser

	On Thursday, April 24 the 
Lena Historical society will 
host their annual dinner fund-
raiser at the Lena Community 
Center.  The dinner will feature 
a catered dinner, silent auction 
and 50/50 raffle.   Doors will 
open at 6 p.m. with dinner 
served at 6:30 p.m.   Reser-
vations are required by April 
10.   Donation for the dinner 
and program are $40 a person.  
Tickets are available at Engel’s 

Repair and Lena Mercantile or 
by calling Cindy Drye at 815-
369-4030.  The Lena Commu-
nity Center is located at 497 
Lions Drive, Lena, IL.

	Alan Wenzel, well-known 
local speaker, will tell the sto-
ry of Lake Le- Aqua-Nancy 
from inception to completion.  
A native of the Lena- Winslow 
area, Alan is a retired Speech 
Communications/film instruc-
tor at Highland Community 

College where he taught for 
over 39 years. 

	After over 20 years of dis-
cussion by area sportsmen’s 
club for a man-made recre-
ational lake in Stephenson 
County Lake Le-Aqua-Na 
became a reality in 1958.  The 
state park consists of 715 acres 
and has been a popular desti-
nation for campers, fishermen, 
hikers, swimmers and cross 
country skiers.

Sept. 26. 
	Trip Schedule: 
	6:30 a.m.: Depart Carroll 

County Farm Bureau 
	7 a.m.: Depart Freeport 

Walmart
	10 a.m.: Arrive at Cran-

berry Festival 
	4 p.m.: Depart Festival
	5:30p.m.: Dinner on the 

way home
	6:30 p.m. Depart for Free-

port Walmart

	8 p.m.: Arrive at Freeport 
Walmart

	8:30 p.m.: Arrive at Car-
roll County Farm Bureau 

	The trip cost includes 
transportation, all gratuities 
and water on the bus. The 
Farm Bureau member price 
is $80 and non-member price 
$100. Reserve your spot by 
calling the county you plan 
to be picked up at Carroll 
815-244-3001 or Stephen-

son 815-232-3186. 

Plat Book reminders
Stephenson County Farm 

Bureau has 2025 plat books.  
Each book is $35 for active 
Farm Bureau members and 
$55 for non-members. Car-
roll County Farm Bureau 
has 2024 Plat Books. Carroll 
County Plat books are $35 
for members and $55 for 
non- members.
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Stockton Town Garage Sales
Listings and map to run in Shopper’s Guide 

 Scoop Today’s June 11th Issue

469365

Include

Sign Up Now To Register

To Be Held  Friday, June 13 &
             Saturday, June 14

One word per block for up to 40 words

1) Email filled out form to lenaads@rvpublishing.com
Include phone number for contacting for pre-payment

or
2) Call Cyndee Stiefel directly at 815-745-3730 

with information and pre-payment
or

3) Mail form and payment to: Rock Valley Publishing, LLC, 
1102 Ann Street, Delavan, WI 53115 

by Monday, April 21

Deadline to sign up is Monday, May 26!
Please Sign Up EARLY. Early Registration is Appreciated!!

Name _____________________

Address ___________________

Garage sale dates ___________

Garage sale times ___________

Phone _____________________

$15.00 

FOR UP TO 40 WORDS

including address, 

dates & times.

MUST BE PREPAID!

From Lena’s Kitchen

	We are in April.  A lot 
happening, but the weather 
still isn’t very spring like.  At 
least the wind has died down, 
so maybe we will get more 
of those April showers.  This 
week we continue to have 
some Easter recipes and some 
Lenten recipes.  Have a great 
week cooking!

Crab Appetizer
	This appetizer is really 

easy to make.  If you can’t 
find the garden vegetable 
cream cheese, you can add 
garlic powder and onion pow-
der along with some pars-
ley and dill to regular cream 
cheese.  The phyllo tart shells 
are an easy way to serve this 
appetizer.  You can find them 
at Wal-Mart and Cub.

½ C. garden vegetable 
cream cheese

½ t. Old Bay
¾ C. imitation crabmeat
2 pkg.(1.9 oz.) frozen phyl-

lo tart shells
5 T. shrimp sauce
	In a small bowl, mix cream 

cheese and Old Bay; gently 
stir in crab.  Spoon 2 t. crab 
mixture into each tart shell; 
top with shrimp sauce.

Overnight Salad
	This salad is a take-off on 

the traditional seven-layer 
salad.  It uses a couple of dif-
ferent additions.  I would also 
increase the mayo to make 
more dressing.  You can keep 
the celery in the salad if you 
would like.  See if you like the 
sweetness of the cranberries.

1 medium head iceberg let-
tuce, torn into pieces

1 medium green pepper, 
chopped

1 red pepper, chopped
1 medium onion, sliced and 

separated into rings
2 C. frozen peas
1 C. mayonnaise
2 T. sugar
1 C. shredded cheddar 

cheese
12 bacon strips, cooked and 

crumbled
¾ C. dried cranberries

	In a 4 qt. or 9x13 glass dish, 
layer the lettuce, peppers, on-
ion, and peas.  In a small bowl, 
mix mayo and sugar.  Spoon 
over salad, spreading to cover.  
Sprinkle with cheese, bacon 
and cranberries.  Refrigerate 
overnight.

Asparagus Casserole
	My aunt used to make 

this asparagus casserole for 
holidays.  It was a big hit for 
asparagus lovers because it is 
different than the traditional 
corn or green bean casserole.  

3 cans (15 oz.) asparagus, 
drained

2 cans cream of mushroom 
soup

4 hard boil eggs, sliced
2 C. Ritz crackers, finely 

crushed
4 oz. shredded cheese
	Preheat the oven to 350.  

Grease a 2-quart casserole 
dish.  Layer 1½ cans of aspar-
agus in the baking dish.  Top 
with 1 can mushroom soup, ½ 
of the sliced hard-boiled eggs, 
and 1 C. of crushed crackers.  
Repeat layers with remaining 
asparagus, soup, sliced eggs 
and crackers.  Cover and bake 
in oven for 25 minutes.  Re-
move cover and top with re-
maining cheese.  Cover and 
bake an additional 5 minutes 
or until cheese is melted.  You 
can substitute fresh asparagus 
(1 lb.) trimmed and cut into 
1-inch pieces.  

Holiday Ham and 
Potato Casserole

	If you want an Easter 
brunch dish and don’t want to 
cook an entire ham, this cas-
serole would be a great addi-
tion.  You might even want it 
for your main meat.  Sullivan’s 
has been having great sales on 
ham the last few weeks.  Enjoy 
this easy casserole.

¼ C. unsalted butter
1 C. sliced onion
¼ C. flour
2 C. heavy cream
2 C. whole milk
2 t. salt
½ t. pepper
¼ t. cayenne pepper
½ t. grated nutmeg
¼ t. Worcestershire sauce
2 t. chopped fresh thyme or 

1 t. dried thyme
4½ lbs. russet potatoes, 

peeled and sliced ¼ inch thick
8 oz. grated sharp Cheddar 

cheese
1 lb. thinly sliced ham

	Preheat the oven to 350.  
In a pot, heat butter over me-
dium heat.  Add onions and 
sauté with a pinch of salt until 
translucent, about 8 minutes.  
Add flour and cook, stirring, 
just to take off the starch raw 
edge, about 2 minutes.   Pour 
in heavy cream and whisk to 
combine; whisk in milk.  Cook, 
stirring over medium-high heat 
until just starts to simmer and 
thicken.  Add 2 t. salt, pepper, 
and cayenne.  Grate in nutmeg.  
Turn off heat.  Stir in Worces-
tershire and thyme.  Reserve 
until needed.  Cover the bot-
tom of a deep 10x15 casserole 
dish which has been sprayed 
with cooking spray.  Cover the 
bottom of casserole with about 
¼ of the sauce.  Add a layer 
of sliced potatoes, seasoning 
the tops with remaining salt.  
Ladle over 1/3 of the sauce 
and sprinkle 1/3 of the grated 
cheese.  Layer ½ of the sliced 
ham.  Place another layer of 
sliced potatoes on top and sea-

son with salt.  Ladle over ½ 
of the remaining sauce; repeat 
layering with cheese and ham.  
Place last layer of potatoes 
on top.  Ladle over remain-
ing ½ of the sauce and spread 
out with a spatula.  Sprinkle 
over remaining cheese.  Bake 
uncovered in the oven until 
browned, bubbling, and pota-
toes are very tender, about 1½ 
hours.  Let cool for 15 minutes 
before serving.  

Seafood Lasagna
	This Lenten main course 

takes a little time, but it is deli-
cious.  It uses vegetable stock; 
you could use white wine if 
you wanted.  I don’t cook my 
noodles.  I put them in hot wa-
ter to soften them up while I 
put everything else together.

1 green onion, finely 
chopped

2 T. canola oil
2 T. plus ½ C. butter, divid-

ed

½ C. vegetable broth
1 bottle (8 oz.) clam juice
1 lb. bay scallops
1 lb. uncooked shrimp, 

peeled and deveined
1 pkg. (8 oz.) imitation 

crabmeat, chopped
¼ t. pepper, divided
½ C. flour
1½ C. 2% milk
½ t. salt
1 C. heavy whipping cream
½ C. shredded Parmesan 

cheese, divided
9 lasagna noodles, cooked 

and drained
	In a large skillet, sauté on-

ion in oil and 2 T. butter until 
tender.  Stir in broth and clam 
juice; bring to a boil.  Add 
scallops, shrimp, crab and 1/8 
t. pepper; return to a boil.  Re-
duce heat; simmer, uncovered 
for 4 to 5 minutes until shrimp 
turn pink and scallops are firm 
and opaque, stirring gently.  
Drain, reserving cooking liq-
uid; set seafood mixture aside.

	In a large saucepan, melt 

the remaining butter; stir in 
flour until smooth.  Combine 
milk and reserve cooking 
liquid; gradually add to the 
saucepan.  Add salt and re-
maining pepper.  Bring to a 
boil; cook and stir for 1 min-
utes until thickened.  Remove 
from the heat; stir in cream 
and ¼ C. cheese.  Stir ¾ C. 
white sauce into seafood mix-
ture; add the imitation crab 
and stir in gently.  

	Preheat oven to 350.  
Spread ½ C. white sauce in a 
greased 9 x 13 cooking dish.  
Top with 3 noodles; spread 
with half of the seafood mix-
ture and 1¼ C. sauce.  Repeat 
layers.  Top with remaining 
noodles, sauce and cheese.  
Bake, uncovered, until golden 
brown, 35 to 40 minutes.  Let 
stand 15 minutes before cut-
ting.  If desired, top with ad-
ditional chopped green onions 
and Parmesan cheese.

The not so skinny cook

See kitchen, Page 14

Local Salvation Army of Freeport 
April activities and events 

	The Salvation Army of Free-
port will hold Family Night on 
April 26 which includes dinner 
and a movie for families and 
individuals that wish to attend. 
There will be a spring and 
summer clothing giveaway for 
those that need seasonal coats, 

ants, shirts, shoes, and other 
warm weather clothes. 

	The Bunny Trail will be an 
Easter event at Krapes Park 
where candy and information 
will be given out to all the at-
tendees.  Please call 815-235-
7639 with any questions.



Page 12        THE SCOOP TODAY / SHOPPER’S GUIDE        Wednesday, April 9, 2025

Service 
Corner

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

Nick Judge • 815-990-8937
www.sixpointservices.com

Residential and 
Commercial

Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning

Window Washing
Holiday Lighting

Fully insured
413671

The Scoop Today & Shopper’s Guide 470259

DeVoe 
License 
& Title 
Service

Call for Appointment
Mon-Fri 

10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Saturday

10 a.m. - noon

216 W. Main • Lena
815-369-5549

368916

10240 N. Old Mill Rd.
McConnell, IL 61050

815-541-3348
heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

415333

Spring Has Sprung!
Hurry in for best selection.

0% Financing 
Options 

Available 
to Qualified 

Buyers

Rose 
Handyman 

Service
We Do
It All

No job too small

815-990-0095

462286

468430

Nine Highland Community 
College students headed out 
west for their spring break to 
compete at the 2025 Nation-
al Professional Agriculture 
Student (PAS) Conference 
held March 17-20, 2025, at 
Sheridan College in Sheridan, 
Wyo. 

	“The trip started with a 
flight to Bozeman, Mont., 
where students enjoyed sight-
seeing and shopping. After 
a few hours in a rental van 
to reach the conference, our 
students got down to business 
and spent the next three days 
competing with 500 other col-
lege students from across the 
country,” said Justin Ebert, 
Highland Ag Club and PAS 
Advisor.

	Students participated in 
nine different competition 
areas, which concluded with 
an outstanding showing in the 
college quiz bowl. They cele-
brated with more sightseeing 
in the mountains and a steak 
dinner, followed by a safe re-
turn flight to Illinois. 

	Ebert said, “I am very 
proud of all the work the stu-
dents put into their prepara-
tion for the competitions. The 
trip allowed them to network 
with other college students, 
refine their leadership and 
communication skills and ex-
plore the beauty of the Ameri-
can west.”

	Congratulations to the fol-
lowing Highland Community 
College students:
Taylor Robinson, Lena, Ill.

National Champion: Agri-
culture Education Teaching 
Demonstration

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

	  (Pictured L-R): Advisor Justin Ebert, Hannah Beran (Dixon), Faith Ukena (Polo), Ty 
Spahn (Hanover), Taylor Robinson (Lena), Lauren Witte (Freeport), Madison Simms 
(Monroe Center), Rebekah Visel (Lena), Aaliyah Whitney (Pearl City), and Ali Danekas 
(Polo) represented Highland’s Agriculture program at the 2025 National Professional 
Agriculture Student (PAS) Conference.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

	 (Pictured L-R): Highland students Ty Spahn, Rebekah Visel, Faith Ukena, Lauren Witte, Taylor Robinson, Hannah, 
Ali Madison, and Aaliyah Whitney sight-see in Custer-Gallatin National Forest.

Highland agriculture students attend 
National PAS Conference in Wyoming

National Champion: Ag-
riculture Education Career 
Progress Project

Lauren Witte, Freeport, Ill.
National Runner-Up: Ag-

riculture Education Career 
Planning Project

5th Place: Ag Promotion 
and Marketing Project

Rebekah Visel, Lena, Ill.
4th Place: Animal Systems 

Career Planning Project
11th Place: Ag Sales Inter-

view

Aaliyah Whitney, Pearl 
City, Ill.

5th Place: Livestock and 
Dairy Interview

6th Place: Agribusiness Ca-
reer Progress Project

Sheep/Goat Team - 5th 
Place

Witte -7th, Danekas -12th, 
Beran -16th

Dairy Team - 6th Place

Whitney-10th, Ukena 
-13th, Spahn -18th

Equine Team-9th Place
Visel -11th, Robinson -31st, 

Simms -39th
	Highland Community Col-

lege Agriculture would like 
to thank the administration, 
board, Foundation, Anthony 
Musso, Zachary Green, Han-
nah Slamp, parents, and the 
community for supporting 
both preparation for the con-
ference and the trip itself.
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Lena Town Garage Sales
Listings and map to run in Shopper’s Guide 

 Scoop Today’s May 7th Issue

468674

Include

Sign Up Now To Register

To Be Held  Friday, May 9 &
             Saturday, May 10

One word per block for up to 40 words

1) Email filled out form to lenaads@rvpublishing.com
Include phone number for contacting for pre-payment

or
2) Call Cyndee Stiefel directly at 815-745-3730 

with information and pre-payment
or

3) Mail form and payment to: Rock Valley Publishing, LLC, 
1102 Ann Street, Delavan, WI 53115 

by Monday, April 21

Deadline to sign up is Monday, April 21!
Please Sign Up EARLY. Early Registration is Appreciated!!

Name _____________________

Address ___________________

Garage sale dates ___________

Garage sale times ___________

Phone _____________________

$15.00 

FOR UP TO 40 WORDS

including address, 

dates & times.

MUST BE PREPAID!

IN*CI*DENTAL*LY

By
Dr. Stephen 
Petras 
Illinois Licensed 
General Dentist

	National Dental Hygienist 
Week (NDHW) is celebrated 
annually in the United 
States during the second 
week of April. Knowing 
the importance of oral 
health’s role in maintaining 
overall health, we gratefully 
acknowledge these licensed 
dental health professionals, 
who play a vital role in 
educating our patients in 
preventive oral care, while 
supporting health initiatives 
to provide optimal oral health 
to our community. 

	 I am grateful for the 
compassionate care that our 
registered dental hygienists 
provide for our patients 
every day, as well as their 
commitment to both life-long 

learning and providing the 
highest level of professional 
care. 

	Dental Hygienists need 
at least an associate degree 
in dental hygiene. Associate 
programs last three years, 
and bachelor’s programs last 
four years. Each program 
must be accredited and 
contain a mix of classroom 
study and clinical training. 
Dental Hygienists need to 

National Dental Hygienist Week
have a deep understanding of 
human anatomy, physiology, 
pharmacology, and pathology. 
All dental hygienists must 
take and pass the National 
Board Dental Hygiene 
Examination (NBDHE) in 
order to achieve licensure. 
In addition, to maintain their 
license, they must meet their 
state’s individual continuing 
education requirements.

	Dental Hygienists undergo 
this higher level of training 
because they serve as a 
bridge between the dentist 
and the patient. Before any 
dental work is done by 
either the hygienist or the 
dentist, the hygienist must 
conduct a medical and dental 
history. This review is a 
critical tool that hygienists 
use to understand a patient’s 
previous dental work and 
medical conditions, note any 

changes to overall health, 
prescription medications, or 
allergies and assess any oral 
health risks. In addition to 
collecting a health history, 
hygienists also actively pre-
screen patients for tooth 
decay and oral disease prior 
to the dentist performing 
any work. Dental hygienists 
create and maintain a critical 
portion of your dental 
records, keeping detailed 
notes to assess progress in 
regaining and/or maintaining 

oral health. 
	Aside from keeping up to 

date with current technology 
and their requisite technical 
skills, Dental Hygienists 
must have critical thinking 
skills, interpersonal skills, 
and the ability to convey 
complex health information 
in a simple, easily understood 
manner. Too many adults 
avoid going to the dentist 
because they are anxious 
or scared. Even those who 
see their dentist regularly 

may feel apprehensive about 
an upcoming procedure. 
Because hygienists see 
patients before a dentist sees 
them, they will assess what 
the dental team can do to 
assist you to feel relaxed for 
your appointment. 

NDHW provides us the 
opportunity to celebrate 
the professionalism and 
invaluable contributions that 
Registered Dental Hygienists 
make to the health of our 
patients and community.

456397Students, women 
in trades advocate 
for more career and 
technical education

New study identifies unpaid 
internships, underrepresentation 

as barriers to entry
Medill Illinois News Bureau

Argo Community High 
School sophomore Luciana Deir 
wants to go into construction 
after she graduates. Her class-
mate, Angelica Turza, wants to 
work in advertising and graphic 
design.

To get themselves on those 
paths, earlier this school year 
they tried to enroll in career and 
technical education, or CTE, 
classes at their school in Chi-
cago’s southwest suburbs, even 
if it meant skipping lunch to fit 
these courses into their sched-
ules.

“Are you sure you’d be in-
terested in that?” was one of the 
things Deir said she had heard 
from the school’s academic 
counselors.

“Students are discouraged to 
take certain CTE classes—es-
pecially female (students)—in 
things like cars and autos … 
things that are seen as more mas-
culine,” said Turza.

Deir agreed, adding she felt 
the discouragement from adults 
“takes away your potential.”

“Just because you’re a wom-
an doesn’t mean you have less 
potential than a man,” she said.

Both enrolled in the CTE 
classes anyway. Then they took 
their concerns to the Capitol.

Deir and Turza were two of 
about 100 high school students 
from around the state who met 
with lawmakers in Springfield 
last month to call for more sup-
port and funding for CTE oppor-
tunities in high schools, voca-

tional schools and career centers. 
The meetings were part of the 
2025 AMPLIFY Conference by 
SkillsUSA Illinois, the Illinois 
chapter of a national nonprofit 
aimed at preparing students for 
careers in trade, technical and 
skilled service occupations.

They also called to attention 
the need for more equitable op-
portunities for women in the 
trades, thus encouraging more 
female participation in the field.

A recent statewide study by 
SkillsUSA Illinois found high 
school students now have more 
work-based learning opportu-
nities like apprenticeships and 
CTE programs than when the 
state implemented a plan to in-
crease CTE opportunities in 
2019 spurred by a federal law. 
But the study also highlighted 
continued barriers to entry into 
the trades, including unpaid in-
ternships and minority-based 
disparities, such as low partic-
ipation from female and non-
white apprentices in certain 
fields, continue to be barriers to 
entry into the trades.

The study was a joint effort 
by SkillsUSA Illinois and the 
P-20 Research and Data Col-
laborative at Northern Illinois 
University to assess the work-
based learning landscape for 
high school students. Eric Hill, 
executive director of SkillsUSA 
Illinois, said the study indicates 
that school-based programs 
could use more support.

See internships, Page 16
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who have sent a donation to 
help underwrite the Scoop 

Today/Shopper’s Guide. For 
those of you who haven’t 

done so in the past year, but 
enjoy this newspaper and 

would like to help us pay for 
its operation, please send a 
donation in any amount to:

c/oRock Valley Publishing, 1102 Ann St., Delavan, WI 53115
If you thInk youR nEWSPAPER IS WoRth

50¢ an issue, it would be $26.00; 75¢ an issue - $39.00 
or $1 an issue - $52.00

You won’t get a Scoop/Shopper’s Guide tote bag, an Apple gift card, or a 
discount on an extended car warranty. But you will get the satisfaction of 

knowing that you have helped support your favorite newspaper.

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

Phone______________________________

__ Please keep my
     paper coming: 453719

the Scoop Today Shopper’s Guide
READERS

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT STEPHENSON 
COUNTY-IN PROBATE

In Re the Matter of the 
Estate of:
Janet S. Lindenman, 
    Deceased.

No.25-PR-27
NOTICE FOR 

PUBLICATION - 
CLAIMS

Notice is given of the 
death of Janet S.Linden-
man of Freeport, Illinois. 
Letters of Office were is-
sued on March 17, 2025, 
to:

Laura M. Hartney
1930 W. Church

Freeport, IL 61032
as independent 
Administrator of the Estate 
of  Janet S. Lindenman, 
whose attorney is

Anthony V. Coon
Attorney At law

10 N. Galena Ave., Ste.210
Freeport, Illinois 61032
The estate will be ad-

ministered without Court 
supervision unless, under 
Section 28.4 of the Probate 
Act (755 ILCS 5/28-4), any 
interested person termi-
nates independent adminis-
tration at any time by mail-
ing or delivering a Petition 
To  Terminate to the Clerk.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the office 
of the Clerk of the Court 
at the Stephenson County 
Courthouse, 15 N.   Ga-
lena Avenue, Freeport, Il-
linois 61032, or with the 
representative, or both, on 
or before September 26, 
2025, and any claim not 
filed on or before said date 
is barred. Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk must 
be  mailed or delivered to 
the representative and to 
the attorney within ten (10) 
days after it has been filed.
Date: March 18, 2025.

Laura M. Hartney, 
Administrator

By: Anthony V. Coon
Anthony V. Coon,
Attorney At Law

Anthony V. Coon, 
#6269568
Attorney at Law
10 N. Galena Ave.,
Ste. 210
Freeport, IL 61032
815-235-2212
Fax 815-232-5500
tonycoonlaw@aol.com

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

March 26, April 2, 9, 2025)
469495

LEGAL
NOTICES

Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE, rvpnews.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

392651

Shrimp Scampi 
Spaghetti

	If you are still looking for 
a fish Friday entrée, this easy 

spaghetti and shrimp dish will 
be a good one to make for sup-
per.  The spinach and tomatoes 
add vegetables to the meal, so 

you just need some good bread.
8 oz. spaghetti
1 T. olive oil
1 r. butter

1 medium onion, sliced
2 cloves garlic, minced
1 lb. large shrimp, peeled 

and deveined
1 C. grape tomatoes
1 C. white wine
3 T. lemon juice
½ t. salt
½ t. pepper
2 C. baby spinach
½ C. grated Parmesan 

cheese
	In a large pot of salted boil-

ing water, cook pasta according 
to package directs for al dente; 
reserve 1 C. cooking liquid.  
Drain pasta and set aside.

	In a large skillet, heat oil and 
melt butter over medium.  Add 
onion and garlic; cook until 
softened, 2 to 3 minutes.  Add 
shrimp and tomatoes; cook, 
turning until shrimp is golden 
and tomatoes begin to collapse, 
4 to 6 minutes.  Add wine, and 
cook, stirring for 1 minute.  Stir 
in lemon juice.  Sprinkle with 
salt and pepper.  Remove from 
heat.  Add pasta, spinach and 
Parmesan; toss adding cooking 
liquid, ¼ C. at a time if need-
ed to thin sauce, until spinach 
is wilted, about 2 minutes.  If 
desired serve with lemon.  

Raspberry Cake
	If you need a quick and 

easy spring dessert, this cake 
will be a good one for a 
brunch table or just to have as 
a great sweet addition.

1 white cake mix
1 pkg. (3 oz.) raspberry 

Jell-O
4 eggs, room temperature
½ C. canola oil
¼ C. hot water
1 pkg. (10 oz.) sweet-

ened raspberries, thawed, 
undrained
Frosting

1 carton (12 oz.) Cool 
Whip, thawed

1 pkg. (10 oz.) frozen rasp-
berries, thawed, undrained

Fresh raspberries for gar-
nish

	Preheat oven to 350.  In a 
large mixing bowl, combine 
the cake mix, Jell-O, eggs, oil 
and water; beat on low speed 
for 30 seconds.  Beat on me-
dium for 2 minutes.  Stir in 
raspberries.

	Pour into a greased 9x13 
baking pan.  Bake until a 
toothpick inserted in the cen-
ter comes out clean, 30 to 40 
minutes.  Cool completely.

	Frosting:  In a large bowl, 
fold whipped topping into 
raspberries.  Spread over 
cake; refrigerate for 2 hours 
before serving.  Garnish with 
fresh raspberries.

Raspberry Cream 
Cheese Dessert

This is an elegant spring 
dessert.  It is made in a spring-
form pan, so it is beautiful 
when taken out of the pan.  
The raspberries give just 
enough sweet to the cream 
cheese.  

1 C. graham cracker crumbs

3 T. sugar
¼ C. butter, melted
Filling
1 pkg. (10 oz.) frozen rasp-

berries, thawed
¼ C. cold water
1 envelope unflavored gel-

atin
1 pkg. (8 oz.) cream cheese 

softened
½ C. sugar
1 C. heavy whipping cream, 

whipped
Fresh raspberries and mint 

leaves
	In a large bowl, combine 

the graham cracker crumbs, 
3 T. sugar and melted butter.  
Press into the bottom of a 
9-inch spring form pan.  Bake 
at 350 for 10 minutes.  Cool.

Drain raspberries, reserving 
the juice.  Set berries aside.  In 
a small saucepan, combine the 
juice, cold water and gelatin.  
Let stand for 5 minutes.  Cook 
and stir over low heat until 
gelatin is dissolved.  Remove 
from the heat; cool for 10 min-
utes. 

	In a small bowl, beat cream 
cheese and sugar until smooth.  
Add berries and gelatin mix-
ture; beat on low until thor-
oughly blended.  Chill until 
partially set.   Watch carefully, 
as mixture will set up quickly.  
Gently fold in whipped cream.  
Spoon onto the crust.  Chill for 
6 hours or overnight.  Just be-
fore serving, run knife around 
the edge of pan to loosen.  Re-
move side of pan.  Place on a 
plate or cake stand.  Top with 
fresh raspberries and mint 
leaves.

Final Thoughts
	The Spring weather hasn’t 

yet decided it wants to stay 
around.  This week we finally 
get back into the 60s, so maybe 
the cold has left us.  We did get 
some much-needed rain, but 
we need a lot more.  Soon we 
will be looking at getting ready 
for Easter festivities.  There is 
still some Lenten Music on 
Wednesday at Lena Evangeli-
cal Free and Soup and Lenten 
service at the Pearl City Meth-
odist Church.  I know there are 
Easter Egg hunts for the kids 
coming up too!  Have a great 
week.

	Don’t forget the Lena Area 
Historical Society’s Annual 
Dinner and Raffle.  It is April 
24 at the Lena Community 
Center.  The speaker is Alan 
Wenzel, and he will present 
the history of The Lena State 
Park and how it came to be.  
The price of the dinner is $40 
the tickets can be purchased at 
Engel’s, the Lena Mercantile, 
or Cindy’s Beauty Shop.  Res-
ervations are due April 10.

	We are looking for some 
Easter recipes. If you find 
some recipes to share, you can 
contact us by email or by mail 
at From Lena’s Kitchens, The 
Shopper’s Guide at Rock Val-
ley Publishing, 1102 Ann St., 
Delavan, WI 53115.  Have a 
great week.

•	Kitchen   (Continued from page 11)
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 help wanted

  business   
  & service

To place an ad in our
Business & Service Section...

Call (815) 369-4112

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

 real estate

 for sale

For details on placing an ad in our 

Classified Section
Call 815-369-4112

Find us online: rvpnews.com
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the Scoop Today
Serving the communities in Jo Daviess County Regional Ag Sales

Reps Wanted

20%-30% Commission
Rates on Sales

Submit your application
to sales@alpineag.xyz

410535
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240 W. Main St., Suite A, Lena, IL 61048
815-369-4225

www.radersinsurance.com 
www.westpointmutual.com

ROCKFORDMUTUAL
      I N S U R A N C E  C O M P A N Y
                                            Putting Lives Back Together

Since 1896

ROCKFORDMUTUAL
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                                            Putting Lives Back Together

Since 1896

PMS Version

CMYK Version
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May You Have A 
Healthy & Prosperous 

New Year
Nick, Annie & Kris

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

By Beth Hundsdorfer
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Local hospitals and health 
departments will get help 
from the Illinois Department 
of Public Health and the Illi-
nois Emergency Management 
Agency to meet the healthcare 
demand during a COVID-19 
surge, adding staffing to pro-
vide medical care and provide 

vaccines and testing.
The state will also help ramp 

up COVID-19 testing, now op-
erating six days a week to in-
crease availability. That started 
Monday.

“We are also increasing test-
ing and continuing to distribute 
monoclonal antibodies, anti-vi-
ral pills and any treatments or 
personal protective equipment 

communities need,” Gov. JB 
Pritzker said during a news 
conference. “I will continue to 
do everything possible to pro-
tect all the people of this state, 
whatever your vaccine status. 
But what kind of year 2022 
turns out to be depends on all 
of us doing what is best for all 
of us.”

 Pritzker was on a call with 

President Joe Biden and the 
National Governors Associa-
tion on Dec. 27 to discuss the 
response to the Omicron vari-
ant.

Illinois Department of Pub-
lic Health Director Dr. Ngozi 
Ezike confirmed that Illinois 
is seeing higher hospitalization 
rates. The state is now averag-
ing 500 hospital admissions a 

State to assist with mass vaccinations, testing 
operations, hospital staffing to battle COVID-19 surge

Illinois will send personnel and resources to county health departments
day due to COVID-19. While 
Illinois was still battling the 
Delta variant of COVID-19, 
the Omicron variant was intro-
duced a couple of weeks ago. 
The Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention said earlier 
last month that the Omicron 
variant is the dominant strain 
of COVID-19 in the U.S. with 
more than 73 percent of new 
cases attributable to the variant.

To protect from the 
COVID-19, harm reduction 
strategies will still need to be 
employed, Ezike said, like 
wearing masks, social distanc-
ing, hand-washing and staying 
away from large crowds.

“We have a vaccine that is 
highly effective at preventing 
severe illness and death,” Ezike 
said. “Currently, we are seeing 
a demand for booster doses, 
but it is critically important for 
those who have yet to receive 
even one dose of vaccine to get 

vaccinated.”
The vast majority of cases, 

hospitalizations and deaths are 
among the unvaccinated, Ezike 
said.

Those most at risk:
· Are more than 65 years old.
· Suffer from heart, liver or 

kidney disease.
· Are immunocompromised.
· Have diabetes.
Vaccine clinics will be held 

in Cook, DuPage, Lake, Will, 
Kane, St. Clair, McLean, San-
gamon, Peoria, Winnebago, 
Jackson and Adams counties. 
Anyone age 12 older can get 
a first or second dose at these 
locations.

Community-based testing 
sites will be open Monday 
through Saturday in Aurora, 
Arlington Heights, South Hol-
land, Fairview Heights, Peo-
ria, Bloomington, Champaign, 
Harwood Heights, Rockford 
and Waukegan.

Jo Daviess food pantry 
fundraiser a success

 Each year Shepherd of the 
Hills Lutheran Church holds 
a Steak Fry with all proceeds 
going to support the seven Jo 
Daviess County food pantries.  
The last two years, due to the 
Covid Pandemic, the church 
has hosted a virtual “Steak 
Fry” to continuing garnering 
support.  On Dec. 27, 2021, 

Larry Cording, Steak Fry 
Chairperson, and Pastor Jim 
Mehltretter met with county 
food pantry representatives.  
Thanks to the generosity of 
“Steak Fry” proceeds and 
congregational donations, 
checks totaling $2,800 were 
dispersed, with a $400 check 
going to each food pantry.
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24-HOUR SERVICE ON ALL BRANDS

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

www.superiorhvacservices.com

New installation • Remodeling
Routine maintenance • Repairs

409646

Shopper’s Guide
Serving the communities in Stephenson County
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301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

ACCIDENTS HAPPEN!
Let us take the worry out of having your vehicle repaired.

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 After winning their first 
game of the season, the Le-
na-Winslow boys’ varsity 
basketball squad went on 
a five-game losing streak.  
After a tough loss to a Bel-
leville, Wisconsin team, 
the Panthers struggled to 
recover.  They went on to 
lose their next four, three 
of which were losses by ten 
points or less.  

 With a record of 2-6, the 
Panthers prepared to play in 

the Erie Tournament to end 
their 2021.  Le-Win got the 
tournament off to a good 
start with a 51-46 win over 
Orion.  It was a good confi-
dence boost for the Panthers, 
as they picked up their third 
win of the season with a 
tough opponent ahead. 

 Later that day, the Pan-
thers faced off with a Beech-
er squad in a game that 
would require overtime de-
cide.  Heading into the extra 
period tied 44-44, Beecher 
outscored the Panthers 7-6, 

handing the Panthers their 
seventh loss of the season.  
They would not let the over-
time loss deter them, howev-
er.  The Panthers managed to 
bounce back with back-to-
back wins in their next two 
games.  

 On Wednesday, Decem-
ber 29, the Panthers faced 
off with Mercer County in 
their third game of the tour-
nament.  The first quarter 
had plenty of scoring as both 
teams combined for twen-
ty-five points.  Le-Win held 

the advantage, however, go-
ing into the second quarter 
up 15-10. 

 Luke Benson caught fire 
in the second quarter.  The 
senior guard hit a trio of 
three-pointers and totaled 
thirteen points in the second 
quarter, helping to extend 
the Panthers’ lead.  In fact, 
Luke scored every single 
second quarter point for the 
Panthers, leading them to a 
28-22 lead heading into half-
time. 

 It was Brody Mahon who 

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

Panthers earn back to back wins
took over in the third quarter.  
Mahon posted twelve third 
quarter points, including a 
pair of his own three-point-
ers.  Luke added another 
five points of his own as the 
duo helped the Panthers take 
a 47-31 lead into the final 
quarter.  With a sixteen-point 
cushion, Le-Win managed to 
coast their way to a 56-37 
victory over Mercer County.  
Mahon led the team in scor-
ing with twenty-three points, 
while Luke was right be-
hind him with twenty of his 
own.  Both of them hit four 
three-pointers on the game 
as the Panthers hit on nine 
total threes in the game.  The 
offensive breakout was nice 
to see as Le-Win looks to 
climb back to five hundred 
on the season. 

 The next day, the Panthers 
were set to face off with a 
5-6 Stark County team.  At 
4-7 themselves, the Pan-
thers were slight underdogs.  
However, it appeared to be 
an even matchup from the 
start.  

 It was the three-point 
shot that sparked momentum 
for the Panthers in the first 
quarter.  Both Mahon and 
Ayden Packard hit a three as 
Le-Win looked to keep up 
with Stark Co.  The Panthers 
found themselves trailing 
12-10 at the end of the first. 

 Some good defense in the 
second quarter, to go along 
with six points from Luke, 
the Panthers managed to flip 
the cards before halftime 
as they led Stark Co. 23-18 
heading into the break. 

 Le-Win put on a dis-

play of chemistry in the 
third quarter.  As a team, 
they combined for fourteen 
points.  No individual scored 
more than four points in the 
quarter, however, as five 
Panthers helped contribute 
those fourteen points.  While 
holding Stark to just five 
points in the third, Le-Win 
managed to take another big 
37-23 lead into the fourth. 

 With the fourteen point 
advantage, the Panthers 
managed to coast their way 
to a 40-29 victory for their 
fifth win of the season.  De-
spite being just 1-5 at one 
point, the Panthers are now 
4-2 over their last six games.  
Lena-Winslow Head Coach, 
Kyle Benson, never gave up 
hope on his squad as he re-
mained focused on the task 
at hand.  Quite simply, Kyle 
credits the recent success to 
“just playing better.”  

 The Panthers have gone 
back to the basics and that 
has paid off for them.  Kyle 
explained, we are turning the 
ball over less, taking better 
shots, and playing sound de-
fense.”  While he is satisfied 
with their improvement in 
recent weeks, Kyle remains 
focused on improving each, 
and every, day.  “We still 
have some areas to shore 
up.”  Kyle said, adding “Our 
kids are trusting this process 
and we are hoping our best 
basketball is still ahead of 
us.”  

 The Panthers will be back 
in action on Saturday, Jan-
uary 8, when they travel to 
Orangeville for their first 
game of 2022.  
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 real estate
Other Real Estate

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial 
status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number 
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OP-
PORTUNITY

PRIVATE PARTY
ONLY.

Ad must be
prepaid.

Deadlines vary.

Call
815-877-4044

The Wheel Deal
Place your car, truck, motorcycle,

boat or RV for one price and it
runs for up to 16 weeks.

$1995
1st three lines

Extra lines are $1.95 each

17 Papers

Starts for 4 weeks and if not sold you call us
and we will renew at no additional charge!

(Maximum run 16 weeks total)

4
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 sale

 transportation

$$$
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$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$

If so, we wIll run your ad In THe
scoop Today and sHopper’s GuIde aT

No Charge!

Ads will not be accepted without the following information. Only one free ad per month.

YOUR NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you selling a single item for

less thaN $100?

$$$ $$$
Private Party Only

Just fill out the coupon below and mail to:
Rock Valley Publishing, FREE Ad,
1102 Ann. St., Delavan, WI 53115

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

45
42
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ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing is looking for a Part-

Time Advertising Sales Executive. 
Approximately 20 hours per week.

We publish newspapers, shoppers, and 
niche publications throughout the stateline. 
You have the opportunity to sell into all Rock 
Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making 
your paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:

Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising
Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com

Fax: (262) 725-6844

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Burial Needs
7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to 
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva, 
WI 53147. This is a private sale. 
Contact Randy, the seller at 
randy@slpublishers.com.

Agriculture
LAND TO RENT Hay ground in 
Orangeville Davis Area. 815-291-
2382.

ROUND ALFALFA & GRASS 
Excellent quality round alfalfa & 
grass hay bales for sale, stored 
inside,$40 each. 815-291-2382 
or 815-291-2381.

Automobiles
2010 CADILLAC DTS Mint con-
dition inside & out. No issues,just 
turned 140,000 miles. Asking 
$6,800. 262-742-4333.

2012 HONDA CIVIC 5 spd man-
ual trans, A/C, Cruise, roof rack, 
hitch, 125K. $6,000 OBO  No 
Dealers! Text to inquire 920-723-
2148.

2016 VW PASSAT SE Excel-
lent cond, inside & out, no rust, 
remote start, tinted windows, 
newer Michelin tires. 2nd owner.
Well maintained. Dave @ 262-
325-2457.

Boats
2003 ALUMACRAFT 175 TRO-
PHY W/ Trailer. 90 HP, 9.9HP & 
equip. 815-389-2480.

Campers and RVs
2016 FLEETWOOD TERRA 34B 
MOTOR HOME 35’ 27,000 Miles 
3 Slideouts 2 New WI-FI TV’s 
5.5k Generator.  $79,000 262-
206-4164.

2021 JAYCO JAYFLIGHT SLX 
264 Bunk house. In new condi-
tion. Loaded. NO SLIDE. Price to 
sell $18,500. Call 815-494-8309

2022 COACHMAN FREEDOM 
EXPRESS 24’ Travel Trailer with 
Q bed. Very clean. $19,000. 
OBO. 262-470-4083.

Motorcycles
1994 350 SUZUKI CLIMBER 
Asking $1300. Call/text (262) 
210-3147

Landscaping/
Lawn/Garden

LAWN - GRAVEL CLEAN UP 
Will do Gravel Clean up $60. and 
up per lawn/household. Call or 
text Isaac at 815-291-2076

728 S. Schuyler
Lena

April 11 & 12, 8 - 5

470113

Infant-adult clothing, toys, 
household & baby items.

Lena

FIND BARGAINS IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS
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469012

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS

0%
FINANCING
OPTIONS

AVAILABLE*

WINDOWS INCL. EGRESS • SIDING • DOORS
Lifetime Warranty • Professionally Trained Installers

“Not only do we 
stand behind our
windows, we 
stand on
them!”

Local Owner,
Scott
Williamson

Se Habla
Español

AMERICA’S LARGEST
HOME IMPROVEMENT COMPANY

Locally Owned & Operated
Professional & Insured Crews

True Lifetime Warranties, Guaranteed Forever!

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS FOR 20 YEARS

Call Today For Your FREE ESTIMATE

www.windowworldrockford.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 am-5 pm; Sat. 9 am-Noon

*Please see a team member or our website for details

®

815-395-1333
6010 Forest Hills Rd.

Rockford, IL

“We need to find champions 
in our local districts and give 
those champions resources to 
be able to better expand op-
portunities to our students and 
give them more apprenticeship 
opportunities,” he said.

Illinois’ efforts have been 
bolstered since 2019 by the 
Illinois Works Jobs Programs 
Act, which was included in 
Illinois’ $45 billion infra-
structure plan passed during 
Gov. JB Pritzker’s first year 
in office. It includes three key 
programs: An apprenticeship 
initiative that provides trades 
and construction opportunities; 
a pre-apprenticeship program 
that supports underrepresented 
talents in construction; and a 
bid credit program that encour-

ages contractors to hire more 
apprentices from more diverse 
backgrounds.

The SkillsUSA Illinois study 
noted progress but also ongoing 
challenges. It found Illinois saw 
a roughly 28 percent increase 
in new apprentices from 2019 
to 2024, growing from 6,475 
to 9,041 apprentices over these 
five years.

Female participation, how-
ever, only accounted for 14 
percent of new apprentices 
last year, though that figure 
represents a doubling from 7 
percent in 2019. Though the 
population of female apprentic-
es is growing, women still have 
the lowest rates of participation 
in construction as well as in-
stallation, maintenance and re-

pair, the two largest occupation 
categories over the past five 
years, according to the study. 
The number of new non-white 
apprentices also grew from 26 
percent in 2019 to 46 percent in 
2024.

Minority participants also 
have a greater presence in 
lower-paying occupations like 
health care support, transpor-
tation and food preparation, 
the study found. Last year, 
88 percent of health care sup-
port entrants were non-white. 
Eighty percent of all health care 
support entrants for 2024 were 
women.

The apprenticeship study 
also found roughly 40 percent 
of students at surveyed schools 
participated in internships, 

though the majority of them 
worked in unpaid roles, which 
can “disadvantage underrepre-
sented groups, further exacer-
bating inequities,” according to 
the report.

Hill said unpaid apprentice-
ships or internships can hin-
der students’ ability to pursue 
trades as a lifelong career, spe-
cifically those who are heads of 
household income earners.

“We’re asking them to give 
up the ability to have a paid 
wage to take an unpaid intern-
ship, and that is something that 
we have systematically got to 
get away from in the state of 
Illinois and across the country,” 
said Hill. “We cannot connect 
students to job opportunities 
if we’re not showing them the 

benefits of having a job—hav-
ing a salary or having a livable 
wage.”

Organizations like the Illinois 
AFL-CIO and Illinois Building 
Trades Unions are working to 
increase female participation 
in apprenticeship programs and 
create pathways for long-term 
success in the trades.

These organizations have 
built sections within them 
dedicated to provide training, 
mentorship and advocacy for 
women pursuing careers in 
construction – dedicated to in-
creasing female representation 
in the trades. Despite making 
up nearly half of the workforce, 
women hold less than 5 percent 
of construction and building 
trade jobs, according to the Il-
linois AFL-CIO.

One way to close this gap 
is by exposing students, espe-
cially young women, to career 
opportunities in the trades early 
on in their schooling, according 
to Marisa Richards, director 
of outreach and engagement 
at Painters District Council 
No. 30, which covers nine lo-
cal unions in the northern half 
of Illinois. Many unions are 
working to bridge this divide 
by partnering with high schools 
and middle schools to intro-
duce students to various skilled 
trades before they enter the 
workforce.

“The big push right now is 
also pre-apprenticeship—giv-
ing younger students, or people 
looking for a career change, the 
chance to test out different con-
struction trades,” Richards said.

One major initiative toward 
these goals is the second annu-
al “Tradeswomen Take Over 
Springfield,” an event advo-
cating for policies that expand 
access for women in the trades. 
During the first week of March, 
which also marked national 
Women in Construction Week 
and the start of Women’s His-
tory Month, more than 200 
tradeswomen gathered at the 
Illinois Capitol

The event, which coincid-
ed with SkillsUSA Illinois’ 
2025 AMPLIFY Conference, 
brought together labor lead-
ers, policymakers and industry 
professionals to address these 
challenges. Speakers included 
the Illinois AFL-CIO Presi-
dent Tim Drea, legislators and 
a lineup of tradeswomen lead-
ers sharing their experiences 
and advocating for systemic 
change.

The tradeswomen also trav-
eled to Springfield to lobby for 
House Resolution 161, which 
was non-binding but would 
technically express the official 
opinion and will of the Illinois 
House. It seeks to “affirm that 
the diversity of Illinois is its 
strength and that the workforce 
on publicly funded projects 
must reflect our state with work 
sites composed of those from 
diverse backgrounds, gender 
identities, races and experienc-
es.”

The resolution, introduced 
by state Rep. Elizabeth “Lisa” 
Hernández, D-Cicero, who 
serves as chair of the Dem-
ocratic Party of Illinois, also 
takes shots at President Donald 
Trump. It cites recent execu-
tive orders that “aim to reverse 
hard-won progress to diversity 
the workforce and will further 
entrench systemic occupational 
segregation, robbing women of 
economic security.”

HR 161 also claims the 
Trump administration has 
weakened entities like the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board 
and the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission so 
those agencies can no longer 
“ensure safe, respectful and 
harassment-free work sites that 
uphold workers’ rights.”

The resolution, which is 
awaiting a hearing in the House 
Labor and Commerce commit-
tee, is sponsored exclusively by 
Democrats, including House 
Speaker Emanuel “Chris” 
Welch, D-Hillside, who signed 
on as a chief co-sponsor last 
month.

The proposed resolution also 
mentions that 64 percent of 
U.S. student loan debt is held 
by women, a fact that makes 
“apprenticeships a vital career 
pathway to economic stability 
as apprentices earn while they 
learn.”

The push for more funding 
and support for CTE programs 
goes hand in hand with broader 
efforts to ensure equitable ac-
cess to the skilled trades, partic-
ularly for women.

Tiffany Beard, a technology 
education teacher and Skill-
sUSA advisor at Morton High 
School near Peoria, said she’s 
thankful SkillsUSA provides 
students and teachers alike a 
pathway to advocate for more 
exposure and support for a ca-
reer path in trades.

“The empowerment that stu-
dents have in an organization 
like this is astounding. They 
grow so much from being in 
a position where they feel like 
their thoughts, their ideas and 
their voice matter,” she said. 
“It’s the best choice I’ve ever 
made.”

Passionate trades students 
like Kinleigh Brummett also 
see the importance of skills-
based learning during the two-
day AMPLIFY conference.

An audio/video production 
program student at the Capital 
Area Career Center in Spring-
field, Brummett said besides 
technical skills, students also 
learn workplace and personal 
skills like dressing profession-
ally or speaking actively at job 
interviews through the SkillsU-
SA framework.

“That helps us in the future, 
not only in SkillsUSA and 
school, but also to help fu-
ture jobs and things like that,” 
Brummett said. “That’s why 
we’re here today … to find 
funding and more support for 
schools like this.”

•	Internships   (Continued from page 13)
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