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Pearl City Junior High Track and Field
 The Pearl City Junior High Track and Field team competed in the IESA 1A Sec-
tional Meet on Saturday, May 10, 2025.  Many athletes set personal records, and 
several are headed to the IESA State Meet next weekend.  Advancing to the state 

meet are the seventh-grade boys 4x200 relay team of Dylan Lower, Carter McCol-
ley, Eli Pickard, and Rylen Hofmaster, Aubri Mefford in the 1600, and Jayvion Wool 
in the long Jump, 100m, and 200m. Congratulations, Pearl City athletes
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professional collision repair
Let us take the worry out of having your car repaired.

301 Dodds Drive
Lena, IL 61048

815-369-4148
M-Th 7:30 - 5:00
Friday 7:30 - 4:00

Stephenson County celebrates International Museum Day 
 In celebration of Internation-

al Museum Day on May 18, the 
Greater Freeport Partnership 
invites residents and visitors to 
explore the rich heritage, art, 
and playfulness of Stephenson 
County through its distinctive 
local museums. This year’s cel-
ebration offers a chance to dis-
cover hidden gems and honor 
the institutions preserving the 
region’s stories and culture.

Participating museums
Cedarville Area Histori-

cal Society (450 2nd Street, 
Cedarville) will be open 1 - 4 
p.m. highlighting Jane Addams 
exhibits as well as hosting a 
representative from the Ste-
phenson County Genealogical 
Society.

German Valley Historical 
Society Museum (805 Church 
Street, German Valley) will be 
open from 1 to 4 p.m. featuring 
the former Beuth home along 

with a representative from the 
Stephenson County Genealog-
ical Society.

Lena Area Historical So-
ciety (427 West Grove Street, 
Lena) will be open from 1 to 4 
p.m. with to view current dis-
plays as well as a new exhibit, 
Lena Photo Postcard Display.

McConnell Area Historical 
Society (202 W. Main Street, 
McConnell) will open 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. and feature local ad-
vertising memorabilia.

Pearl City Historical Or-
ganization will soon open in 
their new location at 126 South 
Main Street, Pearl City. Stop 
by in August to check out their 
great space.

Rock Run Country Histor-
ical Society Museum (201 N. 
Main, Rock City) will be open 
1 to 4 p.m. highlighting Main 
Street businesses through the 

years in Davis, Dakota, Rock 
Grove and Rock City.

Silver Creek Museum 
(2954 S. Walnut Rd, Freeport) 
will be open from 1 to 4 p.m. 
with 28 rooms of history.

Stephenson County His-
torical Society (1400 S. Car-
roll Avenue, Freeport) will 
open noon to 4 p.m. for tours 
of the many buildings and 

grounds and the gift shop will 
be open as well.

Winslow Historical Soci-
ety and Museum (606 Bridge 
Street, Winslow) will open 1 
to 4 p.m. with an array of local 
memorabilia including photos 
of local historic buildings.

 For more information, visit 
greaterfreeport.com/intlmuse-
umday.
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MOWERY AUTO PARTS

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks

392194

God Is Love
Schapville Zion 

Presbyterian Church

635  E. Schapville Road
Elizabeth, IL 61028

www.schapvillezion.org

Celebrate God’s Love at
10:00 a.m. worship

64751

635 E. Schapville Rd.
Elizabeth, IL 61028

www.schapvillezion.org
815-845-2272

395526

BIKE BINGO
Play and win 

a free new bike
When: Saturday, May 24
Time: 2 p.m.
Where: Grace Free Methodist Church,
       McConnell (next to post office)

Let’s keep our community moving!

Rain or 
Shine

471709

Thank You
A special thank you to everyone who 

reached out to our family after the loss of 
Jack.  We especially appreciate the visits, 

prayers, and support these past years, 
as well as now.  Your thoughtfulness has 
brought comfort during this difficult time.

The family of Jack Reel
Jeannie, Tina, Jen, and Tim

471757

JENNIFER HUNEKE
 Jennifer A. Huneke, age 

57, of Kent, IL passed away 
peacefully on Tuesday, May 
6, at the Allure Nursing 
Home in Stockton, IL. The 
daughter of Larry and Sher’e 
“Tootie” (Brown) Huneke she 
was born on Sept. 15, 1967, 
in Freeport, IL.

 Jennifer graduated from 
Pearl City High School in 
1986. She enjoyed playing 
bingo, doing crossword puz-
zles, and helping at the Ste-
phenson County Fair, where 

she was 
a Baked 
Goods Su-
p e r i n t e n -
dent for 
many years. 
She always 
looked for-
ward to 
s p e n d i n g 

time with her family and go-
ing to various family events. 
Jennifer was a long-time 
member at the Good Shep-
herd Lutheran Church in 
Lena, IL. 

Jennifer is survived by her 
two brothers- John Huneke 
and Jason (Kori) Huneke, 
both of Lena, IL; Niece and 
Nephews- Chase (Cassi) 
Huneke and daughter Wil-
low, Jade (Mariah Katzen-
berger) Huneke, Reid (Jessi-
ca Kaiser) Huneke and their 
son who is on the way, and 
Sage (C.J. Wilson) Huneke.  
She is preceded in death by 
her parents.

 The family would like to 
give a special thank you to 
the staff at Allure Nursing 

Home in Stockton, IL for 
the wonderful care they have 
given Jennifer throughout 
her stay there. 

 Funeral Service took 
place on Saturday, May 10,  
at the Good Shepherd Lu-
theran Church in Lena, IL. 
Pastor Thomas Mosbo offi-
ciated the services. Burial 
took place at the Lena Burial 
Park in Lena, IL.  A memo-
rial has been established in 
her memory.   Condolence 
may be sent to the family at 
www.lemaonfh.com.

LAVERNE MAE 
KAMPMEIER

LaVerne Mae Kampmeier, 
94 of Lena, passed away on 
Saturday, May 3, at Manor 
Court in Freeport, IL. She 
was born on Jan. 30, 1931, 
in Rockford, IL. to Clinton 
and Marie (Bier) Royster. 
LaVerne attended school in 
Freeport, growing up on High 
Street. In her younger years, 
she worked as a carhop at 
Millers Drive Inn, before it 
was A & W, and met the love 
of her life, Eugene Kamp-
meier. They married on Jan. 
2, 1949. Following a month-
long honeymoon to Miami, 
they settled in Freeport and 
she found employment at S.S. 
Kresge Five & Dime Store. 
They moved to Pearl City and 
started a family, later moving 

to Lena. 
To this 

union, three 
c h i l d r e n 
were born: 
C o n n i e , 
Cindy, and 
Steven. In 
addition to 
raising her 

family, after the children 
were older, she went to work 
at Heine Plastics, and later at 
Newell Manufacturing, where 
she retired after over 30 years 
as a clerk in the shipping de-
partment. Together, they trav-
eled many consecutive years 
to the same resort near Siren, 
Wisconsin, and several trips 
to Florida, but always driving 
there. Garage Sales were a 
favorite thing for them to do.

 After her husband passed 

away, she took several trips, 
including Hawaii, Switzer-
land, England and Australia, 
since he never wanted to fly. 
She loved going to Tama and 
Green Bay on the gambling 
buses but also would try her 
luck at some local estab-
lishments. She took time to 
visit many people in nurs-
ing homes, enjoyed making 
afghans, doing word search 
puzzles, playing Bingo and 
card games. 

 She was a member of St 
John’s Lutheran Church, 
first in Pearl City and then in 
Lena. She enjoyed helping 
with the annual beef noodle 
dinner at the Lena St. John’s 
Lutheran Church. Also, she 
was a member of the Eagles 
Auxiliary in Freeport.

 Survivors include two 
daughters, Connie Loberg, 
Cindy (Gary) Cross; a daugh-
ter-in-law, Shirley Kampmei-
er; a brother, Duain Royster; 
and a sister-in-law, Janis 
Kampmeier. Her grandchil-
dren are David (Andrea) 

Loberg, Scott (Angela) 
Loberg, and Lori (Darrel) 
Stukenberg, Thomas and Karl 
Kampmeier. Great-grand-
children are Jenna and Dylan 
Stukenberg; Cassidy, Ceanna, 
Mia, and Melody Loberg. She 
has two great-great-grand-
sons, Aiden and Braylon. She 
has many nieces, nephews, 
and cousins.

Preceding her in death were 
her parents, husband in 1999, 
a son, Steven, and a son-in-
law Richard Loberg.

 Visitation and funeral was 
held on Tuesday, May 13, at 
Burke Tubbs Funeral Home 
in Freeport. Pastor Jason 
Shaw officiated the services, 
with David Offerman assist-
ing. Burial will be at Chapel 
Hill Memorial Gardens in 
Freeport. The family would 
like to thank the entire staff 
at Liberty Village for their 
compassionate care during 
her time there and also, the 
caring FHN Hospice team. A 
memorial fund has been es-
tablished.

Obituaries

Church news
Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church

 All are invited to worship 
at Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, 118 E. Mason St. 
Lena, IL. Join on Sunday, 
May 18, 2025, for Worship 
Service at 9:30 a.m.  The Gos-
pel will be from Gospel John 
13:31-35.

 On Wednesday, May 21 the 
Peace Corps Quilting group 
will meet from 8 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. All are welcome to join 
and no quilting experience 
necessary.

 All the services will be 
recorded and be available 
on church’s Facebook page 
and website. Please visit our 
website and (http://goodshep-
herdlena.org/) and Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/
GSLCLenaIL) for informa-
tion. Please contact the church 
office at 815-369-5552 with 
any questions. 

St. John’s 
Lutheran Church 

 St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
Pearl City will celebrate the 
Fifth Sunday of Easter on 
Sunday, May 18 at 9 a.m.

 Everyone is welcome to 
come to St. John’s to play 
cards and dominoes on Thurs-
day, May 22 at 1 p.m. and 
dominoes in Luther Hall on 
Tuesday, June 3 at 9 a.m.  

 The next Men’s Breakfast 
will be on Wednesday, June 
4 at 7:30 a.m. at the Beltline 
Restaurant in Freeport.  

 The May Grace Meal will 
be on Sunday, May 18.  The 
menu will be barbeque, chips, 
three-bean salad, and Rice 
Krispy treat.  Reservations 
are due in the church office by 
Thursday, May 15.  Meals can 
be picked up at the church on 
May 18 between 11 a.m. and 
12 p.m. If you are interested 
in donating to this ministry, 
reach out to the church office 

for more information. 
The social ministry committee 
will be having a collection for 
the ELCA Good Gifts project 
through June 1.  If you would 
like to donate to this project, 
please contact the church of-
fice.

 The Healthy Wolves group 
will be packing backpacks on 
Thursday, May 15 at 3:15 p.m.  
If you are interested in donat-
ing to this ministry, reach out 
to the church office for more 
information.

 St. John’s Lutheran Church 
of Pearl City is an ELCA par-
ish and is located at 229 First 
St. in Pearl City.  We are hand-
icapped accessible.  If you 
need to contact the pastor or 
church, you may call 815-443-
2215 for information.

Salem United 
Church of Christ

 All are welcome to join ser-
vice led by Pastor Christopher 
Ham at Salem United Church 
of Christ, 8491 West Salem 
Road, Lena, IL, every Sunday 
at 10 a.m. Sunday School for 
children five years and older 
is held during church service, 
and nursery is available for 
children under five years.

 The Breakfast Bunch meets 
every Wednesday at 8 a.m. 
Everyone is welcome to join, 
please check the newsletter, 
Sunday bulletin or Facebook 
page for location information.

 Crafternoon is held every 
third Wednesday from 4 p.m. 
until 7 p.m. in the lower level 
of the church. This space is 
handicap accessible, and all 
are welcome to join. During 
this event, enjoy snacks, craft-
ing and good company. There 
is plenty of space to spread 
out a large project or to work 
on something small.

 For more information on 
any Salem related items, you 
can contact 815-369-4511 
or ruth.dake@gmail.com.

Longtime Chicago friend describes first 
American pope as ‘very dedicated’

The Rev. Robert Prevost, now Pope Leo XIV, hails from Chicago’s South Side
By Beth Hundsdorfer
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

As the red velvet curtains at the 
Vatican parted, a priest realized that 
his college pal from the South Side of 
Chicago that he knows as “Bob” had 
been elected the first American pope.

“Oh, dear God,” the Very Rev. 
Anthony Benedetto Pizzo, the prior 
provincial of the Augustinian Order in 
Chicago, said as he heard the news.

Pizzo knew Robert Prevost could 
be named Pope, but it was an outside 
chance. Prevost was just named 

cardinal in 2023. Pope Francis named 
Prevost the Prefect of the Dicastery 
for Bishops, whose job it is to vet 
potential bishops. His name had 
come up a few times to succeed Pope 
Francis, Pizzo said, but he wasn’t a 
named favorite.

“We were waiting with bated breath 
to see what would happen,” Pizzo said, 
speaking from Southern Italy, in an 
interview with Capitol News Illinois.

Pizzo watched as his friend was 
introduced to the world as Pope Leo 
XIV. It was the same man he knew in 

college, seminary and throughout his 
career—a man dedicated to his faith 
and his friends.

Pizzo planned to travel to Rome 
on May 9, but was unsure whether 
he would see his old friend. He had 
known Prevost since the men were 
undergraduates studying at Villanova 
University in Philadelphia.

Prevost was one of three brothers 
living in Dolton on the far South Side. 
One brother remains in Chicago. 

See POPE, Page 9
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BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!
10% MORE for 

jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mint Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Coins 
Flatware • Diamonds • Sterling

45
05

04

M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Stockton Town Garage Sales
Listings and map to run in Shopper’s Guide 

 Scoop Today’s June 11th Issue

471529

Include

Sign Up Now To Register

To Be Held  Friday, June 13 &
             Saturday, June 14

One word per block for up to 40 words

1) Email filled out form to lenaads@rvpublishing.com
Include phone number for contacting for pre-payment

or
2) Call Cyndee Stiefel directly at 815-745-3730 

with information and pre-payment
or

3) Mail form and payment to: Rock Valley Publishing, LLC, 
1102 Ann Street, Delavan, WI 53115 

by Monday, May 26

Deadline to sign up is Monday, May 26!
Please Sign Up EARLY. Early Registration is Appreciated!!

Name _____________________

Address ___________________

Garage sale dates ___________

Garage sale times ___________

Phone _____________________

$15.00 

FOR UP TO 40 WORDS

including address, 

dates & times.

MUST BE PREPAID!

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Little Blackhawks
 Stockton Elementary students are recognized 
for following the Blackhawk Way.  Great job, every-
one!

Around the Northern Hills
 May is National Beef 

Month.  This is especially 
important in Jo Daviess 
County.  Did you know that 
our county is the largest 
producer of beef cattle in the 
state?  From the farmers to 
the processors, thousands of 
Americans plan an integral 
part in the journey of beef 
from field to market, and we 
celebrate all those involved in 
the process throughout May 
with National Beef Month.  
Doesn’t it seem like the 
perfect excuse to fire up the 
grill with a steak or a burger?  
While you’re at it, thank your 
friendly Jo Daviess County 
beef producers for their part 
in making that possible.

Pop tabs collection
 The Jo Daviess County 

Farm Bureau is asking 
families, school groups, 
churches, and other 
organizations to collect 
pop tabs for the Ronald 
McDonald House of Iowa 
City.  In turn the farm bureau 
will deliver the collected tabs 
to the Iowa City facility for 
its fundraising campaign. 

 The Ronald McDonald 

House Charities provide a 
home-away-from-home for 
families whose children are 
hospitalized and seriously 
ill.  We think the pull tab 
collection is wonderful cause 
and know that many people 
from this area doctor at Iowa 
City.  

 Please drop off collected 
tabs in any kind of container 
to the Jo Daviess County 
Farm Bureau office Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.  

 This recycling program 
is beneficial for everyone 
involved.  It does not 
interfere with other can 
recycling programs and 
recycles a resource that 
might otherwise go to waste.  
More importantly, children 
and their families are being 
helped during their time of 
need.  

     
Policy development

The Illinois Farm 
Bureau grassroots policy 
development process 
provides every voting 
member the opportunity 
to make known their 
concerns about issues 
important to them.  When 
properly supported through 
the grassroots policy 
development process, these 
concerns are considered 
and may be adopted by 
the voting delegates at 
the organization’s annual 
meeting each December.

 That delegate action 
dictates the direction the 
organization follows in 
carrying out its programs 
each year.  It is from this 
grassroots input and direction 
that Farm Bureau realizes its 
strength as an organization 
serving the needs of our 
members.  These policies 
become the position for the 

organization the following 
year.

 If you have any issues or 
concerns that you think need 
to be addressed in Illinois 
Farm Bureau’s policy, you 
are always welcome to 
address any of our board 
members or myself.  We are 
always interested in what our 
members’ concerns are.

Young Leaders 
Committee 

 The Young Leaders are 
holding their annual “June 
Dairy Month” coloring 
contest.  This is for kids up to 
second grade.  If you would 
like a copy of the sheet, they 
are available at our office.  
Entries are due to our office 
by May 23.

Farm Fun Fact
 On any given day, one 

in eight Americans will eat 
pizza.

By
AnnEttE
EGGErS 
Jo Daviess 
County Farm 
Bureau

American Legion 
Auxiliary news

 The May meeting of the American Legion Auxiliary 
will meet on Wednesday, May 14 at the Lena American 
Legion Home at 6 p.m.  The meeting will include the 
crowning of Miss Poppy, discussion of the Memorial 
Day breakfast, making tray favors for the hospitalized 
veterans, and planning poppy distribution.  Dues will be 
collected.  New members are always welcome.  Rose 
Marie Bruegger is in charge of the social hour. 

 The Sons of the American Legion in Lena will hold 
their July Calendar Raffle to support the American 
Legion baseball teams. Tickets will be sold up to July 
1 and are $10 each.  No more that 800 tickets will 
be sold, and each ticket is eligible to win in every 
drawing.   Tickets are available by calling 815-369-4684 
or can be purchased at the American Legion Home on 
Saturday mornings from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

your source for on-line news:
RVPNEWS.

COM
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Rische Builders
POLE BARNS & METAL ROOFS

We build pole barns & can replace metal roofs on your 
buildings or homes. We also sell & install new pine board 

& batten siding. Let us come out & see your project.

Call Troy 815.291.6111

470952

Did you know the Village of Stockton 
offers two programs to jump start your 

spring To-Do list?
Exterior Beautification Painting Program

The Village will reimburse up to $250.00 for paint used to paint your home 
or deck as funds are available. (Paint must be purchased in Stockton).

*Paid receipt required for reimbursement

Sidewalk Replacement Program
The Village will reimburse the property owner 50% of the lowest estimate 

(2 estimates required) to replace the sidewalk as funds are available.
*Paid receipt required for reimbursement

Applications are available online or please pick up at the
Village Hall, 155 W. Front Ave., Stockton, IL 61085 471721

Stockton athletes look to 
compete at the next level
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

Three Stockton athletes re-
cently signed their letters of 
intent to continue their ath-
letic careers at the collegiate 
level.  Bryce Grube, Madalyn 
Mammoser, and Kacy Wright 
all plan to compete at the next 
level.  

 Grube, an offensive and 
defensive lineman for the 
Blackhawks, plans to contin-
ue his football career at Loras 
College in Dubuque, Iowa.  
Grube helped revive Black-
hawks’ football over the last 
two seasons.  After the Black-
hawks went 4-5 during his 
junior year, Grube returned to 
help lead Stockton to a much 
better 7-4 record as a senior.  
A five-game winning streak, 
including a postseason victory 
over Princeville, was the high-
light of the Blackhawks’ 2024 
season.  Grube joins a Loras 
program that is hoping for a 
revival of their own.  In 2024, 
Loras went just 2-8 on the sea-
son. 

 Madalyn Mammoser will 
be continuing her volleyball 
career at the University of Wis-
consin-Platteville.  Mammoser 
earned All-Conference honors 
in three consecutive seasons.  

As a sophomore, Mammoser 
was an NUIC All-Conference 
Honorable Mention.  As a ju-
nior, Mammoser made Second 
Team All-Conference.  After 
being named a team captain 
in 2024, Mammoser proved 
herself once again by earning 
a First Team All-Conference 
selection.  

Kacy Wright is set to con-
tinue her volleyball career at 
the University of Dubuque.  
Wright was another key piece 
of the puzzle to what Stockton 
Volleyball has become in re-
cent years.  In the same class 
as Mammoser, Wright was 
another four-year starter who 
dominated from the start.  As 
a sophomore, Wright earned 
a Second Team All-Confer-
ence selection.  She followed 
that up with another Second 
Team selection as a junior.  
Then, as a senior, Wright got 
a much-deserved First Team 
All-Conference selection.  
She was also a captain of the 
2024 runner ups squad that set 
new heights for the Stockton 
Blackhawks. 

Congratulations and good 
luck to Bryce, Madalyn, and 
Kacy as they look to continue 
their athletic careers at the col-
legiate level.

Wildcats sweep West Carroll
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 It has been a rough second-half of 
the 2025 baseball season for the River 
Ridge-Scales Mound Wildcats.  After 
getting off to a 7-5 start, the Wildcats lost 
nine consecutive matchups.  They didn’t 
bounce back into the win column until 
their record had already fallen to 7-14 on 
the year.  

 Those wins came last week, when the 
Wildcats faced off with the West Carroll 
Thunder in a pair of games.  It was just 
the matchup the Wildcats needed.  If there 
was any team struggling more than them, 
it was the Thunder.  West Carroll came 
into the week with a record of just 1-16. 

 You still have to play the game and get 
the job done, and the Wildcats did just 
that.  On Tuesday, May 6 the Wildcats 
played host to the Thunder for their 
first matchup.  IT was a game that was 
dominated by the RR-SM bats.  They 
scored in all five of their appearances at 
the plate as they made quick work of the 
Thunder. 

 The Wildcats’ big inning came in 
the fourth when they put up four runs.  
Garrett Leonard and Mason Smith both 
hit singles to get the inning going.  Later 
on, Sam Rife singled to center, keeping 
them in business.  Camden Flack drove 
in Joe Winter on a ground out to second, 
putting RR-SM up 10-1.  

 Smith put the game away in the bottom 

of the fifth.  His single through the left 
side allowed Leonard to come into score, 
putting the Wildcats up by 10, and ending 
the game by mercy rule.  RR-SM picked 
up the 11-1 win.  It was their first victory 
in 24 days.  

 Rife led the way at the plate as he went 
three for three in the game.  Smith was 
next up, going two for four with one run 
scored and two runs batted in.  Winter 
also had two RBI as he went one for three 
in the game.  Flack was one for three with 
one run scored and three RBI.  

 Damon Dittmar pitched all five innings 
for the Wildcats.  In those innings, 
Dittmar allowed zero earned runs off five 
hits and one walk.  He struck out seven as 
he collected the win from the mound. 

 Two days later, RR-SM was on the 
road as they went to face off with West 
Carroll for a second time.  No matter the 
location, the Wildcats proved to be the 
better team on the field once again.  They 
picked up another 10-run-rule victory as 
they beat the Thunder 13-3 in another 
blowout. 

 Winter was on the mound for this one.  
He collected the victory in another short 
day’s work, throwing just five innings.  
Winter allowed just two earned runs off 
five hits and two walks in his start.  He 
also picked up seven strikeouts in the 
win. 

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 The Scales Mound-River 
Ridge Hornets found them-
selves on the right side of 
a few softball games last 
week.  SM-RR had a busy 
schedule with three games 
in four days, but that didn’t 
slow them down.  After two 
matchups with West Carroll 
and a road game in Wiscon-
sin, the Hornets were buzzing 
as they came out as winners 
of three straight. 

 The Hornets came into the 
week with an overall record 
of 9-14.  They hit a bit of a 
slump as they lost five con-
secutive games, including a 
brutal 4-5 loss to Galena.  Af-
ter getting their season off to 
a 9-9 start, SM-RR saw their 
record take a tumble.  

 The Hornets finally 
jumped back into the win col-
umn when they played host 
to the West Carroll Thunder 
on Tuesday, May 6.  The 
Thunder brought a record 
of just 5-19 with them when 
they traveled to take on the 
Hornets.  

 In what turned out to be a 
low-scoring affair, the Hor-
nets and Thunder put on an 
exciting matchup.  SM-RR 
wasted little time in getting 
the scoreboard going when 
they took a lead in the first 
inning.  Sarah Winter abso-
lutely crushed a home run 
over the left field fence, put-
ting the Hornets up 1-0. 

 Not only did the Hornet 
bats get off to a hot start, but 
Elizabeth Rife was dealing 
from the pitcher’s circle.  Rife 
allowed just one hit through-
out the first three innings of 
the game.  Despite taking the 
early lead, the Hornets would 
end up needing Rife’s domi-
nant pitching performance. 

 SM-RR added to their lead 
in the bottom of the second.  
After Amber Schlarmann 

See WILDCATS, Page 10

Hornets win third straight
reached on a single, Rife laid 
down a bunt.  What ensued 
was pure chaos as an error 
by the West Carroll catcher 
allowed Schlarmann to round 
the bases, putting the Hornets 
up 2-0. 

 After two innings of play, 
it looked like SM-RR was 
going to run away with a vic-
tory.  They were unable to 
keep the bats hot, however.  
The Hornets didn’t register a 
single hit for three straight in-
nings as West Carroll clawed 
their way back into the game.  

 At the end of the fifth, 
West Carroll tied the game 
2-2.  It wasn’t until the bot-
tom of the sixth that the Hor-
nets finally came back to life.  
Once again, it was Schlar-
mann making things hap-
pen.  Her line drive to right 
allowed Alice McGovern to 
score what would eventually 
be the game’s winning run.  

 Rife shut things down the 
rest of the way as SM-RR 
held on to win by a score of 
3-2.  Rife pitched a complete 
game with just one earned 
run allowed off four hits.  
Rife struck out seven and 
walked zero in the win.  

 At the plate, Schlarmann 
led the way.  She had two of 
the Hornet’s three hits as she 
finished the day going two 
for three with one run scored 
and one run batted in.  Win-
ter was next up going one for 

three with one RBI as well.  
 The Hornets had a much 

more comfortable perfor-
mance when they faced off 
with the Thunder, just two 
days later.  This time, the 
Hornets were on the road.  
Despite that, they nearly tri-
pled their offensive produc-
tion with nine hits and eight 
runs.  A Stadel had a big day 
at the plate, going two for 
four with one run scored and 
two RBI.  Schlarmann had 
another two-hit game.  Rife 
went two for three with two 
runs scored.  K Bilderb was 
one for three with a walk and 
one RBI as the Hornets won 
8-2.  

 On Friday, May 9 the 
Hornets traveled to take on 
Benton-Shullsburg.  It was 
another low-scoring affair, 
but once again, the Hornets 
found a way to come out on 
top.  It took quite some time 
as the game went into extra 
innings.  Thirteen innings it 
wound up taking to decide a 
winner, but the Hornets man-
aged to bring in two runs in 
the top of the inning.  It was 
another big hit from Winter 
as her two-run double wound 
up giving the Hornets the 3-1 
victory.  

 Rife put some serious 
work in last week.  After 
two complete games against 

See HORNETS, Page 11
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Carnation &
Rose Day

Lena Lions CLub

saturday, June 14
$20 per dozen roses or $15 per 10 count carnations

– Delivered within 25 miles of Lena –
Orders must be turned in by Saturday, May 31

Tickets available now from Lena Lions members or can be purchased from: 
Citizens State Bank (Lena) • Community Bank (Lena/Winslow) 

Lena State Bank (Lena) 
or call Gary Meyers at 815-821-2400

Roses and carnations purchased 
through DeVoe Floral of Lena. 

Proceeds to benefit Lena Lions projects.470807

�

�
 

HWY 64 AUCTIONS - ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS! 

ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS STARTING MONDAY MAY 12TH 
MONDAY – FRIDAY 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM - SATURDAYS 8:00 AM UNTIL NOON 

LAST DAY TO CONSIGN SATURDAY MAY 31ST AT NOON  
CLOSED FOR MEMORIAL DAY SATURDAY MAY 24TH TO MONDAY MAY 26TH 

�����������������������������������������–�������������������������������
�������������������������–�������������������������������������������������

�

WE ARE LOOKING FOR QUALITY USED EQUIPMENT 
Farm & Construction Equipment, Skid Steers, Attachments,  

Hay & Forage Equipment, Planting & Tillage Equipment, Trucks, 
Trailers, Lawn & Garden, Recreational Equipment & More! 

� �������������������
����������������������������
����������������������������
����������������������������

� 471519

T H E

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions... Meeting Local Needs

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions... Meeting Local Needs

Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL • Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL • Hanover, IL • Hazel Green, WI
Darlington, WI • Galena, IL – First Community Bank • AppleRiverStateBank.com

Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL • Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL • Hanover, IL • Hazel Green, WI
Darlington, WI • Galena, IL – First Community Bank • AppleRiverStateBank.com

Best Wishes to all 
Area Graduates

471723

Pearl City Upperclassman 
Scholarship announcement

 Pearl City Education 
Foundation (PCEF) is offer-
ing $24,000 in Upperclassman 
Scholarships for the upcoming 
2025-2026 school year. This 
program is for those Pearl 
City graduates who have suc-
cessfully completed their first 
year of college, vocational, or 
trade school, and will be go-
ing into their second, third, or 
fourth year as a full-time stu-

dent. Current maximum to be 
awarded per student is $1500.

 Upperclassman Scholarship 
application forms are available 
in the State Bank of Pearl City 
lobby, in the Pearl City Public 
Library, on PCEF’s Facebook 
page, or via the link on the 
Pearl City School’s website 
home page at www.pcwolves.
net.

 The deadline for receipt of 

completed applications, with 
their required short essay, and 
most recent transcript(s) is July 
1. Mail to Pearl City Education 
Foundation, Upperclassman 
Scholarships, P.O. Box 278, 
Pearl City, IL 61062. Com-
plete, timely submissions are 
necessary for Upperclassman 
Scholarship consideration. 
PCEF has a 501(c)(3) tax sta-
tus.

By Victoria Hansen
 May is Mental Health 

Awareness month. Farmers 
across our country, state and 
nation take such great care of 
the land and their livestock, 
but sometimes they forget 
to take care of themselves. 
During May and Mental 
Health awareness month, we 
want to remind farmers to put 
yourself first. A healthy farm 
needs a healthy you. If you or 
someone you know is strug-
gling with stress, anxiety, de-
pression, addiction, or other 
mental health challenges, you 
are not alone. Reach out and 
ask for help. For signs and 
symptoms, as well as helpful 
tools, resources, and hotlines, 
go to https://www.ilfb.org/re-
sources/farmer-rural-resourc-
es/mental-health-wellness/ . 

In recent years, mental 
health has become a prevalent 
topic in our daily lives. The 
constant change and stress, 
compounded by the pandem-
ic, have left many people 
feeling depressed or anxious, 
and farmers are no exception. 

Fortunately, help is available 
through SIU Medicine’s pro-
gram designed to assist farm-
ers and their families. The 
Farm Family Resource Ini-
tiative (FFRI) provides a net-
work of support and resources, 
including a confidential 24/7 
helpline (1-833-FARM-SOS) 
connecting you to health pro-
fessionals who specialize in 
ag-related stress. These med-
ical professionals live in Illi-
nois and can relate to the local 
economy, weather, and other 
daily stressors specific to our 
region. In addition to text, 
email, and website services, 
telehealth counseling sessions 
are available for those in need 
of additional support. Up 
to six individual, couple, or 
group sessions are available, 
all at no cost to the farmer or 
farm family member thanks to 
grant funding. 

 FFRI also offers opportu-
nities for healthcare profes-
sionals to learn more about 
farming-related issues and 
earn CME credits through 
its Rural Community Mental 

Health program. The virtual 
training illuminates how men-
tal and physical health issues 
can impact those working in 
farming and agriculture. To 
learn more, visit siumed.edu/
farm/events-and-webinars. 
The AgriSafe Nurse Scholar 
Program is also available to 
rural nurses through on-de-
mand webinars, increasing 
their knowledge in the pre-
vention, identification, and 
assessment of diseases related 
to agricultural work expo-
sures. Find more details by 
visiting learning.agrisafe.org/
nurse-scholar-program.  Find 
more information about the 
FFRI at siumed.org/farm.

Helping Hands: 
Community rallies for 
Food and Cleaning 
Supply Drives

 As economic challeng-
es persist, many families in 
our community struggle to 
afford essential household 
items, from nutritious food 
to basic cleaning supplies. 
Two vital community-driven 

initiatives are launching to 
address this pressing need: 
The Nourish Your Neighbor 
Food Drive and the Sparkle 
and Shine Cleaning Supply 
Drive. Together, these efforts 
will provide families with the 
nourishment and cleaning es-
sentials they need to maintain 
a healthy and dignified life.

 Healthy food is a crucial 
part of a balanced diet, yet 
many food-insecure families 
struggle to access nutritious 
foods. The Nourish Your 
Neighbor Food Drive aims to 
bridge this gap by collecting 
non-perishable food items for 
distribution.

 A clean home is vital for 
health and well-being, but 
for many struggling families, 

cleaning supplies fall low on 
the priority list. The Sparkle 
and Shine Cleaning Supply 
Drive seeks to change that by 
collecting essential household 
cleaning items. By donating 
cleaning supplies, communi-
ty members can help create 
healthier living environments 
for struggling families.

 Both drives will continue 
until May 31. Community 
members can support the ini-
tiatives by dropping off food 
or cleaning supplies at the fol-
lowing locations: Dixon Park 
District, Dixon YMCA, Lee 
County Health Department, 
Mount Carroll Farm Bureau, 
Save-A-Lot in Rock Falls, 
and the Dixon City Market 
(only on May 28 from 4 p.m. 

to 8 p.m., in front of the Dis-
cover Dixon office).

 For more information, con-
tact:

Marcia Cruse – SNAP-Ed 
Program Coordinator at Uni-
versity of Illinois Extension; 
email marcruse@illinois.edu, 
phone 815-632-3611

Lupita Serrano – Emergen-
cy Response and Community 
Health Plan Coordinator, Lee 
County Health Department; 
email lserrano@lchd.com, 
phone 815-284-3371, ext. 
2105

Jane Shaw, Carroll Coun-
ty 4-H Program Coordinator 
at University of Illinois Ex-
tension; email janeshaw@
illinois.edu, phone 815-244-
9444

Stephenson and Carroll County Farm Bureau news

393041
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Congrats Le-Win 2025 graduates

Shayleigh
Albright

Jackson
Barrett

Alexis
Brookman

Kale
Buss

Maverick
Cass

Madeline
Chiles

Brody
Crossno

Alyssa
Daughenbaugh

Kegan
DeZell

Jack
Dickerson

Eden
Dietz

Devon
Dorsey

Benjamin
Elber

Rhianna
England

James
Goebel

Jillian
Goebel

Landon
Grindey

Paige
Hancock

Keegan
Havens

Emily
Kempel

Lucas
Kempel

Cheyanna
Kerr

Cienna
Kerr

Ella
Kerr

Kailea
Knight

Alaina
Knoll

Michael
Kowalke

Jadden
Lawrence

Brittney
Lawson

McKenna
Leverton

Jaiden
Loomis

Cobryn
Lynch

Layla
Mattson

Michael 
Mowery

Allie
Oxley

Hannah
Pecoraro

Reyana
Pettinger

Ryan
Pieper

Jaylen
Rakowska

Lacie
Reed

Adam 
Rochon

Madalyn
Schierloh

Mika
Schoger

Raymond-John
Schulz

Rachael
Setterstrom

Jaxson
Swift

Peighton
Taft

David
Vasquez
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Congrats Le-Win 2025 graduates

Ava
Vlasin

Cohen
Weegens

Chloe
Wild

Paige
Williams

Rebecca
Wise

Nathan
Woodley

AJ’s Lena Maid Meats
Lena • 815-369-4522

395993

471758

B&R Grain Handling & Electric
815-297-4214

471681

243113

Brinker Tire & Auto
Lena • 815-369-2229

410 S. Hancock Ave. Freeport IL.
815-235-7400 • stephensonfs.com
The inputs and expertise to elevate your operation.

Congratulations to 
our local graduates!
Congratulations to 
our local graduates!

471689

471718

Pearl City Seamless Gutters
815-291-6449

471678Ben Kempel Construction
Garage Doors Pearl City • 815-821-3666

471565WWW.CBCOMMUNITYBANK.COM

Good Luck Area Graduates!!

417380

Lena
815-369-4747

68182

Lena • 815-369-2803

Brandon’s Hardware Rental & Lumber
Lena • 815-369-5542

376783

417180

Hometown Trophies & Embroidery
Lena • 815-369-9185

314974

Welcome Home NW Illinois
Lena • 815-291-2330

396192

Pat Brown Realty
Lena • 815-369-5599

345379

Congratulations to all area 
graduates! 815-369-5549

437504

St. John’s Lutheran Church
Lena • 815-369-4035

437503

My Friend’s Closet Thrift Store
Lena

159191

Congratulations from
Stagecoach Trail Storage

68712

Raders Insurance Agency
Lena • 815-369-4225

314979
Pro Source

Electric and Automation Inc.

Pro Source
Electric and Automation Inc.

68675

Coach’s Golf and Grill
Lena • 815-369-2222

243118

Saporito’s Pizzeria
Good Luck to ALL Le-Win Graduates! 455122

Spinhirne Transfer
815-275-4215

66476

Hartzell’s IGA
Warren • 815-745-331168717

Leamon’s Funeral Home
Lena • 815-369-4512

396193

Vanderheyden Furniture & Flooring
9105 US Route 20 W • Lena • 815-369-2224

455222

Stacey Block
Lena • 815-369-4581

417458

Marvin Uecker Agency • Dan Harnish
Lena • 815-369-4569

437466

Wolf Hollow Golf Course
Lena • 815-369-5513

437477
68177Congratulations to ALL Area 

Graduates- Stockton Auto Supply

471679

Pieper breaks Lena-Winslow boys track record
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 The Lena-Winslow boys 
track and field team had a big 
week last week.  After hosting 
the Lena-Winslow Boys Gates 
Jamboree on Monday, May 5, 
the Panthers went on to com-
pete in the Mike Mowen In-
vite on Friday, May 9.  

 The Le-Win boys track 
team has been on quite a run 
as of late.  No pun intended, as 
the Panthers have climbed the 

Illinois Running News (IRN) 
rankings.  As of week 12, IRN 
had the Panthers ranked as 
the fourth best Class 1A boys 
track and field team.  They sat 
just behind Bloomington CC, 
Morrison, and Tuscola.  

 One big reason for the ex-
citement around the Panthers 
is their new record holder, 
Ryan Pieper.  At the jambo-
ree on Monday, Pieper ran the 
1600 meter run with a time of 
4:32.86.  That was mere mil-

liseconds short of the Le-Win 
record, held by Kevin Hoff-
man.  

 The jamboree had some ex-
cellent competition.  Out of 10 
teams competing, the Panthers 
took second place with 161.5 
team points.  They fell just two 
points shy of the first-place 
team in the Galena Pirates.  

 Along with Pieper, the Pan-
thers were boosted by some 
great performances.  Jack-
son Barrett took third in the 

400-meter run with a time of 
54.77.  RJ Schulz took third in 
the 3200-meter run with a time 
of 12:25.20.  The Panthers 
4x100 relay team, consisting 
of Alec Schlichting, Jaylen 
Rakowska, Tyree Davis, and 
Bryson Fransen, took home 
first place.  Additionally, their 
team of Duncan Nevel, Gan-
non Dunker, Preston Schultz, 
and Luke Kempel won the 
throwers 4x100 relay.  Dunk-
er took home first place in the 

shotput with a 15.34-meter 
throw.  

 After coming so close to 
breaking the record on Mon-
day, it was no surprise that 
Pieper set his sights on that 
same record on Friday.  It 
wasn’t in front of the home 
crowd, but Pieper turned on 
the jets in Winnebago.  He 
took home second-place in 
the 1600 meter run with a re-
cord-setting time of 4:32.21, 
just barely beating his Mon-

day performance.  As the track 
postseason nears, Pieper has 
etched his name in the school 
record books with the fastest 
men’s one-mile time.  

 Le-Win ran into some fierce 
competition in Winnebago.  
They wound up taking home 
third place with a team score 
of 74.  Winnebago defended 
their home track with a first-
place score of 146.  Byron 
placed second with a score of 
128.  

Join these bussinesses in congratulating the class of 2025!
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Congrats orangeville 2025 graduates

Ayden
Attewell

Paxton
Bastian

Britta
Bissell

Lilyana
Blakely

Alyse
Cahoon

Delaney
Cahoon

Mason
Conrow

Alaina
Dinderman

Jordan
Doescher

Kaitlyn
Farmer

Emma
Frautschy

Katie
Fryer

Boden
Gustafson

Brittany
Huerta

Baily
Jordan

Blake
Jordan

Ella
Kraft

Alexzander
McDearmon

Wyatt
Miller

Aydan
Myers

Kaylynn
O’Haver

Mason
Raab

Alexandra
Schmidt

Olivia
Schroeder

Sophia
Statdfield

Emmory
Thruman

Addyson
Wheeler

Zachariah
White

471682

Stacey Block
Lena • 815-369-4581

410 S. Hancock Ave. Freeport IL.
815-235-7400 • stephensonfs.com
The inputs and expertise to elevate your operation.

Congratulations to 
our local graduates!
Congratulations to 
our local graduates!

471691

471720

Pearl City Seamless Gutters
815-291-6449

471567WWW.CBCOMMUNITYBANK.COM

Good Luck Area Graduates!!

471561

Bowen Oil Company and
Boco Mini Marts

68696

Stateline Insurance Services, Inc.
Orangeville • 815-789-3366

Monroe, WI 
608-325-4464

Raders Insurance Agency
Lena • 815-369-4225

417179

455126

Spinhirne Transfer
815-275-4215

68718

Cramer-Leamon Funeral Home
Orangeville • 815-789-4411

Join these bussinesses in congratulating the class of 2025!

Ag and Natural Resources scholarship available
 Individuals who are or 

will be studying agriculture, 
natural resources, or related 
programs with an emphasis 
in conservation are encour-
aged to apply for the R. C. 
Miller Scholarship. The Ste-
phenson County 4-H and Ex-
tension Foundation is seek-

ing individuals interested in 
applying for the scholarship 
for the 2025-2026 academic 
year. The chosen recipient 
will be awarded a $1,000 
scholarship.

 To be eligible to apply, in-
dividuals must be residents 
of Stephenson County and 

enrolled in an agriculture, 
natural resources or related 
degree program. Applicants 
must be accepted at their cho-
sen college or university and 
be a full-time student carry-
ing a minimum of 12 hours 
per semester. 

 The scholarship was es-

tablished by R. C. Miller, a 
lifetime Stephenson County 
resident and ardent support-
er of agriculture, natural re-
sources and conservation.  
Miller, who died in 2007, left 
a legacy in the community to 
support a variety of programs 
and efforts, especially youth 

and conservation causes.
 To receive an application, 

please call the University 
of Illinois Extension Ste-
phenson County Office at 
815-235-4125. Completed 
applications are due by June 
1, 2025, to the University of 
IL Extension, 2998 W. Pearl 

City Rd, Freeport. The ap-
plication can be emailed to 
applicants. The Stephenson 
County 4-H and Extension 
Foundation Board is respon-
sible for selection of the 
scholarship winners.  Past 
recipients may re-apply for 
consideration.



Wednesday, May 14, 2025       THE SCOOP TODAY / SHOPPER’S GUIDE       Page 9

Congrats river ridge 2025 graduates

Kaylen
Bond

Bailey
Boop

Hannah
Bourrette

Jayleigh
Bourrette

David
Buck

Kelly
Chapman

Kathryn
Cobine

Kayla
Diehl

Damon
Dittmar

Zoe
Eisenberg

Camden
Flack

Brynn
Fry

Aizlynn
Griffiths

Laiken
Haas

Nathan
Haas

Jala
Haberman

Hallie
Hackworth

Isabella
Haring

Logan
Keleher

Harrison
Kloss

Jerry
Longmore

Iisa
Malmberg

Lucius
Mendenhall

Mason
Smith

Graci
Vanderheyden

Ian
Wachter

Wendy
Marcotte

Joseph
Winter

410 S. Hancock Ave. Freeport IL.
815-235-7400 • stephensonfs.com
The inputs and expertise to elevate your operation.

Congratulations to 
our local graduates!
Congratulations to 
our local graduates!

471694437509

Small Town Saloon
Elizabeth • 815-858-9111

66473

Hartzell’s IGA
Warren • 815-745-3311

455227
437480

68174Congratulations to ALL Area 
Graduates- Stockton Auto Supply

The other lives in Florida. 
His father, a World War II 
veteran, was a teacher and 
school administrator, Pizzo 
said. His mother was a 
librarian.

Young Robert Prevost 
attended St. Mary of the 
Assumption Church, located 
on the Chicago-Dolton 
border, serving as an altar 
boy and attending the parish 
school.

“Bob is such a good 
friend. He was there 
throughout my life,” Pizzo 

said. “He was there when 
I made my vows, the death 
of my parents and my 
installation as a pastor.”

The man who would 
become pope likes to drive 
and enjoyed long treks, 
driving back and forth to 
college with Pizzo, who 
described him as very open 
and an excellent companion.

Pizzo said his friend is 
down to earth, outgoing and 
well-rounded.

“He was very dedicated 
and applied himself in all 

that he did,” Pizzo said.
The two men attended the 

Catholic Theological Union 
in Chicago in 1977. The new 
pope obtained a Master of 
Divinity degree.

Prevost began doing 
missionary work in Peru 
in 1985, serving in various 
roles including parish pastor, 
diocesan official, seminary 
teacher and administrator. 
He led an Augustinian 
seminary for a decade.

From 2001-2013, he 
served as prior general of the 

Order of Saint Augustine. 
He was succeeded by his 
friend, Pizzo, who continues 
to serve in the role. In 2014, 
the young man who grew up 
in Chicago was appointed 
Bishop of Chiclayo, Peru.

He became a Peruvian 
citizen in 2015.

Prevost selected his name 
after Pope Leo XII, who was 
famous for his 1891 treatise 
that outlined rights of 
workers to a fair wage, safe 
working conditions and the 
formation of trade unions.

When Prevost became 
a cardinal in 2023, Sister 
Barbara Reid, president of 
the Catholic Theological 
Union in Chicago, was in 
attendance. On Thursday, 
after the announcement, 
things got hectic at CTU.

Patrick Bittorf, vice 
president for development 
at CTU, was fielding calls 
and requests for media 
interviews.

“Well, we graduated a 
pope!” he said.

Pizzo said he hopes 

his friend receives all the 
support he needs in his new 
role and that he continues 
to be as attentive as he has 
been, relying on God’s 
grace.

And does the new pope 
have a favorite Chicago 
baseball team? 

Pizzo said his friend is 
from the South Side and was 
likely a White Sox fan, but 
then demurred.

“I mean, we never went 
to a game or anything, but I 
would assume …”

•	Pope		 (Continued from page 2)

Join these bussinesses in congratulating the class of 2025!
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Think Spring...
Bleaching Special

1/2 OFF
Call to Schedule Your Free Consultation Today!

450748

Dr. Stephen Petras
Stockton Dental Center

120 West Front Ave, Stockton, IL 61085
www.stocktondental.com

A licensed Illinois General Dentist

815-947-3700

If you live in Lena, you can receive the Shopper’s Guide every week by email or 
mail for FREE!

Free delivery is available in Lena by mail or email when requested. As an 
alternative to mail, a free Digital eSubscription will be available by request. A link 
to your eSubscription will be emailed to you every 
week.

Now is your chance to get your hometown news 
before the newspaper is hot off the press! The 
Shopper’s Guide eSubscription can be read on 
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ACCIDENTS HAPPEN!
Let us take the worry out of having your vehicle repaired.

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

 Alaina Dinderman (Snappy Snazzers) wins the Dairy Showman of Showman class. 
Youth in Stephenson County exhibited 4-H projects this past month at various shows 
held out at the Stephenson County Fairgrounds and at the Stephenson County Farm 
Bureau. For more photos, see inside.

Panthers building 
back in hopes 
of another 
postseason run
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 Excluding the 2020 Covid 
year, the Lena-Winslow Pan-
thers have won three consec-
utive Illinois Class 1A State 
Football Titles.  Although the 
Panthers lost a majority of last 
year’s squad, many believe Le-
Win has what it takes to make 
another deep postseason run. 

 “We lost 10 starters on de-
fense and eight starters on of-
fense,” Lena-Winslow head 
coach Ric Arand shared just 
before practice for the 2023 
season started.  Arand is enter-
ing his 27th season as the Pan-
thers’ head coach.  The expe-
rienced instructor will have to 
find a way to take a roster filled 
mostly with new faces and help 
them reach their full potential 
once again.  

 If anyone is capable of do-
ing that, it’s Arand.  Through 
26 years, Arand holds a career 
record of 234-66.  More than 
Arand, the Panther-Strong pro-
gram has set the standard for 
winning across Illinois High 
School Football.  Not only 
have they captured three con-
secutive titles, but six in total.  
The Panthers have stamped 
their name in the Illinois histo-
ry books and this 2023 squad is 
hoping to do much of the same. 

 Despite losing so many to 
graduation, the Panthers still 
return some familiar names 

this season.  Gage Dunker 
gets plenty of action as he re-
turns as an outside lineback-
er on defense and the team’s 
fullback on offense.  Dunker, 
the younger brother of Gen-
nings Dunker, who is now on 
the Iowa Hawkeyes, looks to 
lead the way for the Panthers.  
Dunker will have some famil-
iar faces blocking ahead of him 
as the Panthers return two start-
ing offensive linemen.  Odin 
Stabenow and Tanner Kempel 
will look to hold things down 
on the edge as the Panthers’ of-
fensive tackles.  

 Outside of that, howev-
er, Le-Win is going to have a 
plethora of new faces on the 
field in 2023.  “We need a lot 
of guys to step up and ma-
ture quickly to be successful,” 
Arand shared. 

 The Panthers will have 
to replace a number of guys 
along the line of scrimmage.  
Luke Kempel, Luke Staben-
ow, Brady Aurand, and Alex 
Packard will all be playing 
on the offensive and defen-
sive line.  Mason Spidahl and 
Quinn Rodebaugh will both 
get opportunities at tight end 
and defensive end as well.  Ca-
sey Klever also lines up at tight 
end on offense, but he’s off the 
line on the defensive side as an 
outside linebacker.  

SUBmITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Stephenson County 4-H Fair winner See PantherS, Page 6
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Juvenile arrest
 On May 2, 2025, Officers 

of the Freeport Police De-
partment received informa-
tion that a 16-year-old male 
juvenile, who had an active 
warrant, made threats to shoot 
another juvenile at Freeport 
High School. Officers re-
sponded to the area around 
the high school and located 
the juvenile two blocks away 
near his residence. The Juve-
nile fled on foot and entered 
a residence in the 600 Block 

of W American. Officers on 
scene were able to convince 
the juvenile to exit the resi-
dence. As the juvenile exited 
the residence, officers at-
tempted to place the juvenile 
into handcuffs, at which time 
the juvenile reached towards 
his waistband. He was then 
taken to the ground for hand-
cuffing. A crowd who had 
formed began interfering in 
the arrest. Additionally, of-
ficers arrived, and two adult 
subjects were arrested during 

the altercation. Alonzo Green 
was charged with Felony Ag-
gravated Resisting Arrest and 
Kamaria Rhyne Rucker was 
charged with Obstructing and 
Resisting a Peace Officer. The 
male juvenile arrestee was 
taken to the Kane County Jail 
for detention.

 The public is reminded that 
the defendants are presumed 
innocent and are entitled to a 
fair trial, at which the govern-
ment has the burden of prov-
ing guilt beyond a reasonable 

doubt.

Shots fired incident
 On May 3, 2025, at 11:07 

p.m., Freeport Police Officers 
responded to a Sound Think-
ing alert of two gunshots fired 
in the 1200 block of S. Oak 
Avenue. During the course 
of the investigation, Officers 
discovered that two individ-
uals were standing near the 
street and it is believed one of 
the individuals shot at a dark 
colored SUV as it drove north 
on Oak Avenue. The two indi-
viduals then ran west behind a 
house in the 1200 block of S. 
Oak Avenue. 

 On May 4, 2025, at 12:49 
a.m., an Officer on foot patrol 
in the area of Oak Avenue and 
Empire Street heard two gun 
shots just west of his location 
in the 200 block of W. Empire 

Street. This was followed up 
with a Sound Thinking alert 
in the 200 block of W. Em-
pire Street. During the course 
of the investigation, Officers 
were able to determine the 
gun shots were fired by an 
individual who was standing 
with a group of other indi-
viduals in the front yard of a 
residence. The group then ran 
to the backyard after the shots 
were fired. Officers conducted 
a search of the area and re-
covered a high capacity drum 
magazine, 9mm ammunition, 
and a firearm believed to have 
been used during the commis-
sion of the offense. 

 It is believed that both of 
these incidents are related and 
the investigation into these 
incidents is ongoing at this 
time. There were no reported 
injuries or property damage. 

The Freeport Police Depart-
ment is asking anyone who 
may have information about 
these incidents to contact ei-
ther the Freeport Police De-
partment at 815-235-8222, 
Stateline Area Crime Stoppers 
at 866-TIPSNOW, Stephen-
son County Crime Stop, or 
through texting at Tip411. 

Freeport police reports

 Offensively, the Wildcats 
combined for 11 hits.  Rife 
continued to be a tough out 
as he went three for four 
with one run scored and two 
RBI.  Bode Dittmarr had an 
electric day, going three for 
three with two runs scored 
and five RBI.  Kaden Duerr 
went one for two with two 
runs scored, one RBI, and 
two walks in the win.  

 The Wildcats didn’t 
get to celebrate for long.  
On Friday, May 9 they 
returned home to play 
host to Belmond.  RR-SM 
went on to lose that game 
by a score of 2-13.  They 
went on to lose to Ashton-
Franklin Center 4-9 over 
the weekend.  Following 
those losses, their record 
dropped to 9-16 on the 
year. On Thursday, May 15 
the Wildcats play host to 
Benton-Shullsburg.  That 
game is scheduled to begin 
at 4:30 p.m. 

•	Wildcats		 
(Continued from page 4)
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CELEBRATING 20 YEARS

0%
FINANCING
OPTIONS

AVAILABLE*

WINDOWS INCL. EGRESS • SIDING • DOORS
Lifetime Warranty • Professionally Trained Installers

“Not only do we 
stand behind our
windows, we 
stand on
them!”

Local Owner,
Scott
Williamson

Se Habla
Español

AMERICA’S LARGEST
HOME IMPROVEMENT COMPANY

Locally Owned & Operated
Professional & Insured Crews

True Lifetime Warranties, Guaranteed Forever!

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS FOR 20 YEARS

Call Today For Your FREE ESTIMATE

www.windowworldrockford.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 am-5 pm; Sat. 9 am-Noon

*Please see a team member or our website for details

®

815-395-1333
6010 Forest Hills Rd.

Rockford, IL

471856

We specialize in furnishing the
senior living centers & apartments

such as Heritage Woods,
Winn Prairie, Oakley Courts,

Parkview Homes, Liberty Village,
Lena Living Center,

high rises, apartment living and
those that are scaling down to

smaller living spaces.

Mattress,
Furniture,

and
Appliances

Apartment Sofas • Small Recliners
Bedroom Items • Electric Beds

Lift Chairs • Smaller Appliances
Small Dining Room Table Sets
. . . and many other items that

suit smaller living spaces!

20 E. Stephenson St., Downtown Freeport
815-235-4911 ritewayfreeport.com
Mon - Fri 9am to 5 pm and Saturday 9 am to 4 pm

Northwest IL Largest Furniture,
Mattress & Appliance Dealer

Ask about 6 or 12 Months
and Beyond Financing

West Carroll, Rife went on 
to pitch all thirteen innings 
against Benton-Shullsburg.  
With 27 innings pitched in 
three games, Rife collected 
three victories.  Against Ben-
ton-Shullsburg, she allowed 
zero earned runs off three hits 
and 18 strikeouts.  Rife had 
one of the best weekly pitch-
ing performances in all of Illi-

nois.  
 Winter had a big day at the 

plate.  Not only did she drive in 
the game-winning run, but she 
went five for seven on the day.  
She had almost half the team’s 
hits as SM-RR combined for 
12 in the victory.  Anna Weis 
was the only other Hornet with 
a multi-hit day as she went two 
for seven in the win.

•	Hornets		 (Continued from page 4)

State revenue 
projections improve 
as economic 
uncertainty grows

But legislature’s revenue 
estimate remains below 

Pritzker’s February proposal
By Ben Szalinski
Capitol news illinois

The General Assembly’s 
independent forecasting 
commission has improved 
revenue projections for the 
upcoming fiscal year despite 
growing economic volatility.

That’s good news for state 
lawmakers who are in the fi-
nal weeks of crafting the fiscal 
year 2026 budget set to take 
effect July 1. But the Com-
mission on Government Fore-
casting and Accountability’s 
upward revision to its revenue 
forecast remains significantly 
more conservative than what 
Gov. JB Pritzker’s office pro-
jected when he proposed a 
budget in February.

COGFA’s latest update now 
projects $54.5 billion in rev-
enue in FY26 – $266 million 
more than the commission’s 
March projection, but still 
$471 million below the gov-
ernor’s February projection 
for baseline revenues.

Pritzker has also proposed 
changes to raise an addition-
al $492 million in revenue in 
FY26, although that number 
is not factored into the base-
line revenue comparison.

COGFA is also projecting 
state revenue will increase by 
$317 million in the current 
fiscal year 2025 compared 
to its March projection. That 
means the state would finish 
the fiscal year at the end of 
June with $53.9 billion of rev-
enue—above the $53.3 billion 
lawmakers budgeted for and 
$31 million more than the 
governor’s office’s February 
forecast.

The projected revenue 
growth was driven by strong 
April income tax receipts. 
April revenue was up $593 
million compared to April 
2024 and was driven by 20 
percent growth in income tax 
receipts, thanks to higher cap-
ital gains and interest earnings 
last year. Corporate income 

taxes also grew by 6.6 percent 
for the month, even though 
the revenue source remains 
down 8.2 percent for the fiscal 
year.

But there are warning signs 
in several areas, according 
to COGFA. The commission 
lowered expectations for fed-
eral receipts for FY25 by 8.5 
percent and 6.3 percent in 
FY26 because the state has 
been using a fund outside 
the typical General Revenue 
Fund for Medicaid-related 
expenses. That means reim-
bursements from the federal 
government to the state are 
not reflected in the state’s 
General Revenue Fund total.

The commission also 
warned that the federal gov-
ernment could, at any time, 
decrease financial aid to 
states, creating more uncer-
tainty.

“Those capital gains reve-
nue increases are not sustain-
able so as we look at fiscal 
year 26, we should not expect 
that as we go into fiscal year 
27, I think it’s going to be an 
even worse look,” COGFA 
Co-Chair Rep. C.D. Davids-
meyer, R-Murrayville, said at 
a news conference last week.

COGFA Revenue Manager 
Eric Noggle wrote broader 
economic uncertainty neces-
sitates a “more cautious ap-
proach” projecting next year’s 
revenue numbers.

“The unknown implica-
tions of tariffs create many 
questions related to the dura-
tion of the tariffs, their impact 
on prices, and if these chang-
es could lead to a recession,” 
Noggle wrote. “These com-
plicating factors and their po-
tential impact on tax revenues 
make the revenue estimate for 
FY 2026 very challenging.”

Recent national econom-
ic reports have indicated the 
U.S. added more jobs than 

See	ProjectionS,	Page	18
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Congrats Pearl City 2025 graduates

Brady
Boyer

Ayden
Bratley

Ethan
Bremmer

Kadyn
Brennan

Kylie
Campbell

Alina
Cervantes

Kaitlyn
Christensen

Joely
Christiansen

Tyler
Clark

Jackson
Corbin

Anna
Dampman

Elizabeth
Dinderman

Fallyn
Endress

Kristopher
Feld, Jr.

Megan
Fischer

Myles
Freedlund

Natalie
Greene

Edgar
Hildago

Paige
Hille

Jorja
Johnson

Marley
Joseph

Jaxsyn
Kempel

Cole
Kerr

Brinkley
Knoup

Kendra
Kuhlemeier

Zinnia
Larson

Zxandyr
Lott-Klatt

Natalie
Lotz

Sydni
Lower

Paige
McClaran

Alexander
Medina

Kaydence
Miller

Taytum
Mullen

Derek
Niesman

Emma
Otte

Alonna
Posey

Ryan
Potter

Madison
Roach

Jacob
Runkle

Jared
Runkle
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Congrats Pearl City 2025 graduates

Sylvia
Schnoor

Adeline
Smith

Isabella
Smith

Talia
Stewart

Lucas
Tichler

Etana
Yang

455628

PC Collision Center
Pearl City • 815-443-994466463

Little John’s Tap
Pearl City • 815-443-2818471760

B&R Grain Handling & Electric
815-297-4214

471564

Hometown Trophies & Embroidery
Lena • 815-369-9185

471559

Welcome Home NW Illinois
Lena • 815-291-2330471698

Brinker Tire & Auto
Lena • 815-369-2229

410 S. Hancock Ave. Freeport IL.
815-235-7400 • stephensonfs.com
The inputs and expertise to elevate your operation.

Congratulations to 
our local graduates!
Congratulations to 
our local graduates!

471690

471716

Pearl City Seamless Gutters
815-291-6449

PEARL CITY
 Congrats Fallyn

471677

Ben Kempel Construction
Garage Doors Pearl City • 815-821-3666

471560

Bowen Oil Company and
Boco Mini Marts

Stateline Insurance Services, Inc.
Orangeville • 815-789-3366

417377

68713

Raders Insurance Agency
Lena • 815-369-4225

lm
oran

utual
since 1879

Pearl City, IL
815-443-2074

Reinsured by

377168

455125

Spinhirne Transfer
815-275-4215

345275

Offenheiser Schwarz Funeral Home
Pearl City

455119

Kempel Urish Construction, Inc.
Tony 815-541-0570 • Jamie 815-541-0272

67244

Congratulations Graduates!!
From Brinkmeier’s Plumbing, LLC

68664

Hermann Funeral Homes & Monuments
Pearl City • 815-443-2246
Stockton • 815-947-3355
Shannon • 815-864-2441

417459

Marvin Uecker Agency • Dan Harnish
Lena • 815-369-4569

437467

Wolf Hollow Golf Course
Lena • 815-369-5513

437479

68178Congratulations to ALL Area 
Graduates- Stockton Auto Supply

From lena’s KitChen

 We have had some beau-
tiful warm weather but are 
still waiting for more rain.  I 
sound like a broken record.  I 
am waiting for the lilac bush-
es outside my kitchen win-
dow to bloom.  The deck has 
been power washed, so the 
lawn furniture can come out.  
I need to now get the win-
dows washed.  Spring chores 
are in full swing.  The recipes 
this week feature the fruits 
and vegetables of the season.  
Have a great week cooking!

Strawberry Poppy 
Seed Salad

 There are several things 
added to this plain green salad 
that make it special.  The car-
amelized almonds make for 

a great crunch.  The dressing 
also adds great flavor.  You 
can substitute kale, arugula, or 
butter lettuce for the romaine.  
You can also substitute man-
darin oranges, drained, for the 
strawberries.

¼ C. sugar
1/3 C. slivered almonds
8 C. Romaine lettuce
1 small onion, thinly sliced
2 C. halved fresh strawber-

ries
Dressing:

¼ C. mayonnaise
2 T. sugar
1 T. sour cream
1 T. 2% milk
2¼ t. cider vinegar
1½ t. poppy seeds
 Place sugar in a small 

heavy skillet; cook and stir 
over medium-low heat until 
melted and caramel-colored, 
about 10 minutes.  Stir in al-
monds until coated; spread on 
foil to cool.  Place Romaine, 
onion and strawberries in a 
large bowl.  Whisk together 
the dressing ingredients; toss 
with salad.  Break candied al-
monds into pieces and sprin-
kle over salad.  Serve imme-
diately.

Broccoli Cheddar 
Pasta

 If you are looking for a 
great side or a vegetation 
meal, this pasta will fill the 
bill for either or both.  

16 oz. fusilli or rotini pasta
3 C. fresh broccoli florets
¼ C. butter
2 garlic cloves, minced
2 T. flour
1 C. chicken broth
1 t. salt
½ t. onion powder
¼ t. paprika
¼ t. pepper
1 C. half-and-half cream, 

warmed
1½ C. shredded cheddar 

cheese
½ C. grated Parmesan 

cheese
 Bring a large pot of water 

to boil.  Add pasta and cook 
according to package direc-
tions.  One minute before pas-
ta is fully cooked add broccoli 
florets.  Boil with the pasta 
for the last minute of cooking 
time.  Scoop 1 C. pasta water; 
set aside.  Drain pasta and 
broccoli and set aside.

 In the same pot, melt the 

butter over medium heat; stir 
in the garlic and cook 30 to 60 
seconds.  Stir in flour; cook 1 
to 2 minutes or until a thick 
paste forms, stirring con-
stantly.  Add chicken broth, 
salt, onion powder, paprika 
and pepper.  Slowly stir in 
warmed half-and-half cream; 
bring to a low simmer.  Cook 
until the sauce has thickened, 
about 3 to 4 minutes, stirring 
frequently.  Remove from 
heat.  Stir in cheeses until 
melted.  Stir in cooked pasta 
and broccoli until combined.  
Add pasta water to smooth out 
the sauce.  Serve immediately.

Asparagus Ham 
Dinner

 Because we are ushering 
in the asparagus season, I al-
ways get requests for using 
asparagus in something dif-
ferent than just steaming or 
creaming it.  This dish has the 
asparagus paired with ham, 
pasta and tomatoes.

2 C. uncooked corkscrew or 
spiral pasta

¾ lb. fresh asparagus, cut 
into 1-inch pieces

1 medium yellow pepper, 
julienned

2 T. olive oil
6 medium tomatoes, diced 

or 1 lb. cherry tomatoes 
halved

6 oz. cooked ham, cubed
¼ C. minced fresh parsley
½ t. salt
½ t. dried oregano
½ t. dried basil
1/8 t. cayenne pepper
¼ C. shredded Parmesan 

cheese
 Cook pasta according to 

package directions.  In a large 
skillet, sauté asparagus and 
yellow pepper in oil until 
crisp-tender.  Add tomatoes 
and ham; heat through.  Drain 
pasta; add to mixture.  Stir in 
parsley, salt, oregano, basil, 
and cayenne pepper.  Sprinkle 
with cheese.

Olive Garden Chicken 
Marsala

 This breaded chicken 
breast with a creamy dressing 
tastes a lot like the one served 
at the Olive Garden restau-
rant.  Try it and see if it tastes 
like the famous dish from the 

restaurant.  Serve it with pas-
ta, rice pilaf, or a simple sal-
ad.

¼ C. canola oil
1½ lbs. boneless skinless 

chicken breasts, cut in half 
and pounded to 1½ inch thick

½ t. salt
¼ t. pepper
½ C. flour
2 T. olive oil
8 oz. thinly sliced fresh 

mushrooms
2 garlic cloves, minced
1½ C. Marsala wine
½ C. chicken broth
1½ T. brown sugar
1 T. Dijon mustard
1 T. Worcestershire sauce
1 T. butter
Fresh parsley and grated 

Parmesan cheese for serving
 Heat canola oil in a large 

skillet over medium heat.  
Season both sides of chicken 
breasts with salt and pepper; 
dredge with flour to coat.  
Dust off excess flour.  Add 
chicken to the skillet; cook 3 
to 4 minutes.  Remove and set 
aside on a paper towel-lined 
plate.

The not so skinny cook

See kitchen, Page 20
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Congrats stoCkton 2025 graduates

Kyla
Arnold

Dylann
Broshous

Emily
Broshous

Masyn
Cahill

Margaret
Carter

Jackson
Coffey

Shirley
Cook

Bryce
Grube

Amber
Haas

Elijah
Haas

Kyle
Haas

Jacob
Harbach

William
Hart

Ava
Hess

Sam
Hille

Peter
Lalond

Veyah
Luke

Madalyn
Mammoser

Dillon
McIntosh

Javier
Montalvo

Marley
Morgan

Kendra
Robledo

Daniel
Schmoll

Lillian
Sikora

471563

Hometown Trophies & Embroidery
Lena • 815-369-9185

410 S. Hancock Ave. Freeport IL.
815-235-7400 • stephensonfs.com
The inputs and expertise to elevate your operation.

Congratulations to 
our local graduates!
Congratulations to 
our local graduates!

471695

471717

Pearl City Seamless Gutters
815-291-6449

STOCKTON
 Congrats Javier

471699

Stockton
815-947-9040

www.sullivanrealty.com
R E A L T Y

TM

395980

Welcome Home NW Illinois
Lena • 815-291-2330

68721

Congratulations to all Area Graduates
Stockton Auto Body

205131

Bauer & Fonseca, P.C.
Stockton • 815-947-4594

437511

Small Town Saloon
Elizabeth • 815-858-9111

204107

Raders Insurance Agency
Lena • 815-369-4225

455123

Spinhirne Transfer
815-275-4215

66471

Hartzell’s IGA
Warren • 815-745-3311

455229

377160

Stockton Dental Center
Stockton • 815-947-3700

396194

Vanderheyden Furniture & Flooring
9105 US Route 20 W • Lena • 815-369-2224

68662

Hermann Funeral Homes & Monuments
Pearl City • 815-443-2246
Stockton • 815-947-3355
Shannon • 815-864-2441

455223

119 S. Main St.
Stockton

815-947-3963

Good Luck to All Area Graduates!
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Congrats stoCkton 2025 graduates

Ethan
Steien

Landon
Warner

Keagan
Westphal

James
Wickler

Katelyn
Winters

Shea
Witz

Kacy
Wright

Congratulations to 
All Area Graduates

Stockton, IL

395743

242780

M&M CONCRETE, Inc.
Stockton • 815-947-2178

437478
68171Congratulations to ALL Area 

Graduates- Stockton Auto Supply

471761

B&R Grain Handling & Electric
815-297-4214

471680

Congrats sCales Mound 2025 graduates

Katherine
Bilderback

Derrick
Distler

Connor
Ellis

Olivia Elizabeth
Havens

Jozlynn
Howard

Anika
Stadel

Josephine
Vandigo

Carlene
Weis

Ava
Wiederholt

Chase
Withington

410 S. Hancock Ave. Freeport IL.
815-235-7400 • stephensonfs.com
The inputs and expertise to elevate your operation.

Congratulations to 
our local graduates!
Congratulations to 
our local graduates!

471693

471676

CONGRATULATIONS!!!
Sandlin Appliance • 815-845-2691

437510

Small Town Saloon
Elizabeth • 815-858-9111

205128

Rick’s Sales & Service
Apple River • 815-492-2102

455228

68983

Davis Lumber Co.
Scales Mound • 815-845-2262

66479

Congratulations from 
Scales Mound Sinclair • 815-845-2217

Join these bussinesses in congratulating the class of 2025!
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Congrats Warren 2025 graduates

Hayden
Anderson

Kinzie
Bruketta

Evelyn
Crowe

Olivia
Dolezel

Bentley
Euler

Haley
Evans

Maizy
Fonseca

Turner
Gurdak

Meredith
Hesselbacher

Carissa
Hinderman

Adem
Kaiser

Braxten
Kent

Jayden
Littlefield

Zoey
Maddox

Piercen
Mahoney

Camilla
Moncada

Eli
Moore

Alexander
Niemann

Treyton
Pafford

Sarah
Plapp

Brett
Radaszewski

Brayden
Saunders

Sayd
Smith

Kayden
Sperry

Brady
Stietz

Will
Stietz

Rylan
Straight

Lana
Winters

471759

B&R Grain Handling & Electric
815-297-4214395971

Bauer & Fonseca, P.C.
Stockton • 815-947-4594

345380

Congratulations to all area 
graduates! 815-369-5549

161834

Stateline Insurance Services, Inc.
Warren • 815-745-2148

Raders Insurance Agency
Lena • 815-369-4225

41717866729

Congratulations from
Stock Holders Saloon

455124

Spinhirne Transfer
815-275-4215

205126

Rick’s Sales & Service
Apple River • 815-492-2102

66466

Hartzell’s IGA
Warren • 815-745-3311

455230

68719

Bartell-Leamon Funeral Home
Warren • 815-745-2114

455225

119 S. Main St.
Stockton

815-947-3963

Good Luck to All Area Graduates!

68709

Best of Luck to All Area Graduates
from The Bob

68173Congratulations to ALL Area 
Graduates- Stockton Auto Supply

471562

Hometown Trophies & Embroidery
Lena • 815-369-9185

410 S. Hancock Ave. Freeport IL.
815-235-7400 • stephensonfs.com
The inputs and expertise to elevate your operation.

Congratulations to 
our local graduates!
Congratulations to 
our local graduates!

471692

471719

Pearl City Seamless Gutters
815-291-6449

471566WWW.CBCOMMUNITYBANK.COM

Good Luck Area Graduates!!

Saunders Oil & Propane
Warren • 815-745-2267

471857
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1717

471858

888-745-3134

Special Congratulations to:
Congratulations to all graduates!

Brayden Saunders - Warren
Ella Kraft - Orangeville

I N S U L AT I O N
& WATERPROOFING

S
ha

w
n

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
MEETING

On May 21, 2025 at 2:00 
pm a meeting conducted by 
Stockton Community Unit 
School District #206 will 
take place in the District 
Office at Stockton High 
School. The purpose will 
be to discuss the district’s 
plans for providing special 
education services to stu-
dents with disabilities who 
attend private schools and 
home schools within the 
district for the 2025-2026 
school year. If you are par-
ents of a home-schooled 
student who has been or 
may be identified with a 
disability and you reside 
in/within the boundaries 
of Stockton CUSD #206, 
you are urged to attend. If 
you have further questions 
pertaining to this meet-
ing please contact James 
Bunting, Superintendent at 
815-947-3391.

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

May 14, 2025)
471641

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON 
COUNTY

IN PROBATE
In Re the Matter
of the Estate of:
Veronica Lock Mowatt,
    Deceased.

No. 25-PR-11
NOTICE FOR 

PUBLICATION - 
CLAIMS

Notice is given of the 
death of Veronica Lock 
Mowatt, of the town of 
Lockerbie in Scotland. Let-
ters of Office were issued 
on April 28, 2025, to:

Anthony V. Coon
Attorney At Law

10 N. Galena Ave.,
Ste. 210

Freeport, Illinois 61032
as independent Adminis-

trator of the Estate of Ve-
ronica Lock Mowatt, and 
who is also acting as the 
attorney for the estate.

The estate will be ad-
ministered without Court 
supervision unless, under 
Section 28.4 of the Pro-
bate Act (755 ILCS 5/28-
4), any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any time 
by mailing or delivering a 
Petition To Terminate to 
the Clerk.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the office 
of the Clerk of the Court 
at Stephenson County 
Courthouse, 15 N. Gale-
na Avenue, Freeport, Il-
linois 61032, or with the 
representative, or both, on 
or before November 10, 
2025, and any claim not 
filed on or before said date 
is barred. Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk must 
be mailed or delivered to 
the representative and to 
the attorney within ten (10) 
days after it has been filed.

Date: April 29, 2025.
/s/ Anthony V. Coon

Anthony V. Coon,
Administrator

Anthony V. Coon,
#6269568
Attorney at Law
10 N. Galena Ave., 
Ste. 210
Freeport, IL 61032
815-235-2212
Fax 815-232-5500
toneycoonlaw@aol.com

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

May 7, 14 & 21, 2025)
471271

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE COURT OF THE 
FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT COUNTY OF 

STEPHENSON
Sandra M. Rahorn
    Plaintiffs, 
  vs.
Trisha L. Miller, and
Cody A. Kirschbaum, 
a/k/a Cody A. Firschbaum
    Defendants.  )

No. 2025EV59
NOTICE OF 

COMPLAINT FOR 
JUDICIAL DEED

Notice is given to Defen-
dants, Trisha L. Miller, and 
Cody A. Kirschbaum, a/k/a 
Cody A. Firschbaum that a 
Complaint was filed in the 
Circuit Court of Stephen-
son County, Illinois, for a 
Judicial Deed :

1. The owner is: Sandra 
M. Rahorn

2. The buyers pursuant to 
an Agreement for Deed is: 
Trisha L. Miller, and Cody 

A. Kirschbaum, a/k/a Cody 
A. Firschbaum. (Recorded 
Memorandum Doc. No. 
202000177943).

3. The location is: 134 
W. Conaty St., McConnell, 
IL 61050, PIN: 12-08-07-
427-010

Now therefore, unless 
you and all whom it may 
concern, appear or other-
wise file your answer to the 
Complaint in the action or 
otherwise file your appear-
ance therein, in the said 
Circuit Court of Stephen-
son County, in the City of 
Freeport, Illinois, on or be-
fore May 28, 2025, at 9:00 
A.M., a default judgment 
may be entered against 
you at any time after that 
hearing in accordance with 
the prayer for relief of said 
Complaint.

Dated: April 30, 2025.
Sandra M. Rahorn

By: Anthony V. Coon, 
Attorney for Plaintiff

Anthony V. Coon, 
#6269568
Attorney at Law
10 N. Galena Ave., 
Ste. 210
Freeport, IL 61032
815-235-2212
Fax 815-232-5500 
tonycoonlaw@aol.com

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

May 7, 14 & 21, 2025)
471413

NOTICE

Stockton CUSD #206 
Board of Education in Jo 
Daviess County announc-
es the availability of the 
amended budget for the 
fiscal year beginning July 
1, 2024. The budget will 
be available for public in-
spection online at stock-
tonschools.com or at the 
District Office, 540 North 
Rush Street, Stockton, Illi-
nois during normal school 
hours beginning on Tues-
day, May 13, 2025.

The Board of Education 
will hold a public hearing 
regarding the Budget for 
the fiscal year beginning 
July 1, 2024 and ending 
June 30, 2025 on Monday, 
June 16, 2025 at 6:20 pm in 
the Stockton High School 
Library at 540 North Rush 
Street, Stockton, Illinois.

Sarah Leif
Secretary, Board 

of Education

(Published in The Scoop 
Today May 14, 2025)

471639

LEGAL NOTICES

Can Publish Your
Legals

Call 815-877-4044
or email your

legals to
Legals@rvpublishing.com

Rock ValleyPublishing LLC

425124

IN*CI*DENTAL*LY

By
Dr. Stephen 
petraS 
Illinois Licensed 
General Dentist

Etiology and treatment of 
gum recession, swollen 
gums, and gummy smiles

Excessive gingival 
exposure when smiling is 
commonly known as a “high 
gingival” or “gummy smile.” 
Whether you consider your 
smile “too gummy” is largely 
a matter of personal opinion, 
but clinically, excessive 
gingival display of  2–4 mm 
is considered mild, 4–8 mm 
moderate, and >8 mm severe. 

A gummy smile can be 
caused by the way your teeth 
grow (the height and shape of 
your teeth and/or abnormal 
or partial eruption that leaves 
teeth covered by gum tissue), 
the length of your upper lip 
or the way your lips move 
when you smile (a short or 
overactive upper lip muscle 
that raises your lip too high), 
when the bones of your 
upper jaw grow longer than 
their typical length, gingival 
hypertrophy (gums that are 
overly long or enlarged) or a 
combination of these factors. 

Treating a gummy smile 
for cosmetic reasons is 
dependent on what caused 
it and may require one or 
more surgical procedures. 
Gum contouring, also 
known as gingival sculpting 
or gingivoplasty, is one of 
the options that can help 
reshape your gumline. The 
process of gum contouring 
involves cutting away or 
removing excess gum tissue 
around your teeth. It may 
be performed as a cosmetic 
procedure or as a prescribed 
treatment for periodontal 
disease. During the 
procedure, the doctor will use 
a soft tissue laser or scalpel 
to remove excess gum tissue 
and resculpt the gumline to 
expose more of the tooth. 

Crown lengthening 
removes gum and bone tissue 
to expose more of the tooth, 
especially in cases where 
excess gum tissue covers the 
teeth. 

Lip repositioning surgery 
is a procedure that aims 
to reduce the amount of 
gum tissue exposed when 
smiling. It’s typically 
performed by an oral-
maxillofacial surgeon and 
involves removing a small 
amount of soft tissue from 
the underside of the upper 
lip. This helps to restrict 
the muscles that lift the 
upper lip, preventing it 
from lifting too high and 
exposing excess gum tissue. 
Orthognathic Surgery 
involves complex surgical 
procedures that address 
severe jaw development 

issues contributing to a 
gummy smile. 

Swollen gums are often 
caused by gingivitis, but 
may result from other factors 
like nutrient deficiencies, 
hormone changes 
(pregnancy), infections, 
or systemic disease 
(leukemia). In addition, some 
medications can cause your 
gums to overgrow or even 
completely cover your teeth. 

While treatment for 
a gummy smile can be 
considered a cosmetic option, 
gums that are swollen should 
be evaluated by a dentist 
for their cause, including 
underlying systemic 
disease. Medication-induced 
gingival hyperplasia must 
be addressed to avoid and/or 
treat periodontal disease. 

Gum Recession is the 
opposite of a gummy smile. 
Gum recession leaves too 
much of your teeth exposed, 
putting your teeth at risk of 
sensitivity, cavities, and loss 
of both teeth and bone. This 
form of gum disease involves 
gingival tissues that have 
pulled away from a tooth, 
leaving its more vulnerable 
root exposed. Many things 
can cause receding gums, 
including poor dental 
hygiene. Even with good oral 
hygiene habits, smoking, 
misaligned teeth, lip and 
tongue piercings, aging, 
and genetics can still cause 
gum loss. Your gum tissue 
doesn’t regenerate the way 
other types of tissue do. Even 
though receding gums do 
not grow back, there are still 
several things you can do to 
prevent further recession. 

Your treatment plan will 
depend on the extent of 
the disease, the amount of 

recession, and your overall 
health. Surprisingly, one of 
the biggest culprits behind 
receding gums is actually 
overzealous brushing. 
Using too much force or 
brushing with a hard-bristled 
toothbrush can gradually 
wear away gum tissue. 
Electric toothbrushes can 
help by reducing pressure, 
especially the newer 
models that light up when 
you brush too hard. That 
is why I repeatedly stress 
the importance of learning 
proper brushing technique. 
You should always aim to 
remove plaque effectively 
while using gentle, consistent 
pressure. Your dental team 
can help you to develop an 
individualized, effective oral 
hygiene routine of flossing 
and brushing that does not 
involve damaging your gums. 

 If you have periodontal 
disease your dentist will 
initially try to treat the 
disease with nonsurgical 
options. Scaling and root 
planing involve scraping 
away tartar from your teeth 
and under your gum line. 
It’s done with either a hand-
held dental instrument or 
an ultrasonic device that 
uses vibrations to loosen 
and remove plaque. In 
some cases, your dentist 
might apply a slow-release 
antibacterial gel under 
your gum line, prescribe an 
antibiotic mouthwash, and/
or prescribe antibiotics to kill 
the bacteria and infection. 
If these efforts don’t work, 
surgical options may be 
required. Pocket reduction or 
flap surgery, which involves 
making a small incision in 
your gum tissue to lift it 
up and remove any plaque 
that the scaling and root 
planing procedure could not 
reach, may be necessary to 
restore the health of your 
gingival tissues. It may also 
be necessary to perform a 
gingival graft to lengthen 

See petraS, page 18
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Place Your Service Ad

Call Cyndee for details at 
(815) 369-4112

Minimum of 4 weeks • Additional Sizes Available

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

Nick Judge • 815-990-8937
www.sixpointservices.com

Residential and 
Commercial

Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning

Window Washing
Holiday Lighting

Fully insured
413671

471880

Service Corner
The Scoop Today & Shopper’s Guide

Power Walk Mowers, Residential, 
Heavy Duty Residential 

and Commercial Zeroturns

10240 N. Old Mill Rd. • McConnell, IL 61050
815-541-3348 • heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

0%  Interest 
Financing 
Options 
available

Your local Toro Dealer & Master Service Center

395223

(Formerly Wybourn Construction)

Cell: 608-558-1095
Lena, IL

bobwybourn@gmail.com
• Windows•Doors•Kitchens

•Bathrooms•Decks
No Job Too Small To Appreciate!

407366

PEARL CITY SEAMLESS 
GUTTERS INC.

815-291-6449

5” & 6” Seamless 
Gutters & Gutter Guards Available. 

Multi-color, Color Match.
Owner Operated

423071

468430

and restructure your 
gumline. This can both 
reduce the appearance of 
receding gums and protect 
your tooth and bone from 
future damage. A bone graft 
may also be required. 

 To maintain the results, 
you will need to follow 
up with good oral hygiene 

to avoid future buildups 
of plaque. This involves 
gently brushing your teeth 
twice a day with a soft-
bristled brush, flossing in 
between your teeth twice 
daily before brushing, and 
going in for regular dental 
cleanings every six months, 
or as prescribed.

•	Petras		 (Continued from page 17)

expected in April, but the na-
tion’s gross domestic product 
declined by 0.3 percent in the 
first quarter of 2025, marking 
the first quarter of economic 
regression since 2022. Personal 
consumption grew by 1.8 per-
cent, showing consumers over-
all aren’t yet cutting back, but 
it was the slowest growth since 
spring 2022.

“It’s very concerning be-
cause Illinois tends to lag the 
nation in economic growth and 
economic stability,” Davids-
meyer said.

The decline in GDP was driv-
en by an increase in imports, 
COGFA Chief Economist Ben 
Varner wrote, because busi-
nesses are likely “front-load-
ing” foreign purchases before 
tariffs imposed by the Trump 
administration kick in and 
make overseas goods more ex-
pensive. Imports are subtracted 
from domestic growth to calcu-
late GDP.

National projections are 
also blaring more warnings. 
Wells Fargo modeling projects 
stagflation from tariffs and an 

increase in inflation will cause 
an economic downturn, while 
Goldman Sachs’ early April 
projection pegs the likelihood 
of a recession at 45 percent.

“The U.S. economy has en-
tered a precarious phase, with 
early signs of contraction and 
rising inflation signaling the 
potential onset of stagflation,” 
Varner wrote. “While domestic 
demand and business invest-
ment remain relatively strong, 
they are being overshadowed 
by external shocks—particular-
ly the surge in imports ahead of 
tariff implementation. The pol-
icy-driven volatility is already 
weighing on forecasts and in-
vestor confidence.”

The governor’s proposed 
$55.2 billion FY26 budget is 
based on a December S&P 
Global forecast that projected 
stable economic growth and 
considered some of Trump’s 
proposed economic policies, 
including tariffs and tax cut 
extensions, Pritzker budget of-
fice director Alexis Sturm said 
told a legislative committee in 
February.

•	Projections		 (Continued from page 11)

By Rhiannon Branch
FarmWeek

With warmer temperatures 
and April showers, Illinois’ 
livestock are welcoming 
greener pastures in many ar-
eas.

But recent rains have 
helped some and hurt others, 
according to University of 
Illinois Extension Beef Spe-
cialist Travis Meteer, who 
noted southern Illinois is too 
wet while portions of north-
ern and central Illinois are 
still highlighted on the U.S. 
Drought Monitor.

“Those areas that were dry 

and now received moisture 
are growing grass and likely 
pastures are improving,” Me-
teer told FarmWeek. “Areas 
that are too wet likely have 
pastures that are drowned in 
some areas and tracked up if 
grazing has started.”

He said moisture is usually 
a good thing for pastures, but 
consistent heavy rains have 
oversaturated soil in some 
areas and too much water 
can cause flooding issues in 
low-lying pasture areas.

Other inconsistencies early 
in the season are likely a re-
sult of different management.

“Overgrazed, poorly man-
aged pastures from last year 
are likely struggling to rees-
tablish, while well managed 
pastures are off to the races 
now with moisture and warm-
er temps,” Meteer said.

As of April 21, USDA rat-
ed Illinois pasture conditions 
3 percent poor, 33 percent 
fair, 40 percent good and 24 
percent excellent. The good 
to excellent rating was up 18 
percentage points from the 

prior week, but 6 points be-
low the same week last sea-
son.

Meteer said the alfalfa hay 
crop is off to a strong start and 
growth is ahead of schedule 
in many central Illinois fields.

“I have heard of some win-
terkill in northern Illinois, 
which stayed open and cold 
whereas central Illinois was 
snow-covered during the 
most extreme cold,” he said. 
“There are some early reports 
of weevil damage in southern 
Illinois.”

And Meteer reminds 
growers, “While rainfall and 
weather are a major compo-
nent of forage production and 
yield, proper management us-
ing rotational grazing and rest 
periods will allow graziers 
to maximize grazing days no 
matter the conditions.”

This story was distributed 
through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Associa-
tion. For more food and farm-
ing news, visit FarmWeek-
Now.com.

Spring rain helping some Illinois livestock pastures

submitted  PHOtO Rock Valley Publishing

 Cattle enjoy improving pasture conditions in the state. 

    your source for on-line news:

       RVPNEWS.COM
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CLASS 19

 help wanted

To place an ad in our

Real Estate Section
Call (815) 369-4112

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

 real estate

 for sale real estate
Other Real Estate

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial 
status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number 
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OP-
PORTUNITY

PRIVATE PARTY
ONLY.

Ad must be
prepaid.

Deadlines vary.

Call
815-877-4044

The Wheel Deal
Place your car, truck, motorcycle,

boat or RV for one price and it
runs for up to 16 weeks.

$1995
1st three lines

Extra lines are $1.95 each

17 Papers

Starts for 4 weeks and if not sold you call us
and we will renew at no additional charge!

(Maximum run 16 weeks total)

42
27

85

 transportation
$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$

If so, we wIll run your ad In THe
scoop Today and sHopper’s GuIde aT

No Charge!

Ads will not be accepted without the following information. Only one free ad per month.

YOUR NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you selling a single item for

less thaN $100?

$$$ $$$
Private Party Only

Just fill out the coupon below and mail to:
Rock Valley Publishing, FREE Ad,
1102 Ann. St., Delavan, WI 53115

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

45
42

87

444841

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing is looking for a Part-

Time Advertising Sales Executive. 
Approximately 20 hours per week.

We publish newspapers, shoppers, and 
niche publications throughout the stateline. 
You have the opportunity to sell into all Rock 
Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making 
your paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:

Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising
Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com

Fax: (262) 725-6844

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Burial Needs
7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to 
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-

dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva, 
WI 53147. This is a private sale. 
Contact Randy, the seller at 
randy@slpublishers.com.

Misc. For Sale
HAY & GRAIN FOR SALE Alfal-
fa & grass mix hay. Small square 
bales $2. ea. Grain bagged & 
delivered. Small amts for family 
animals. Wheat, Barley & shelled 
corn,  ear corn. Free delivery 
within 25 miles of South Beloit. 
815-389-2139 lv. mess.

Agriculture
LAND TO RENT Hay ground in 
Orangeville Davis Area. 815-291-
2382.

Automobiles
2007 BMW 328XI 4dr Auto Runs 
great. 169K. Everything works. 1 
owner. $4500. (262) 758-8789

Boats
14 FT FISHING BOAT W/TRAIL-
ER Seats,15 HP Mariner. $875 
Waterford 262-914-3104.

14FT. ALUMACRAFT BOAT 
with trailer, 9.9 hp. Johnson mo-
tor, professionally maintained. ( 
Receipts available.) Includes mo-
tor stand, trolling motor & more. 
$750 OBO Tom 262-498-2809.

1989 ARRIVA 21 ft 305 V8, good 
interior, runs good, needs starter. 
$1,500. 708-431-4955 Browns 
Lake, WI

1998 23’ POWERPLAY With 
Shorelander Roller Trailer. 
454/330 HP,   Bravo 1 outdrive. 
Under 100 hours. Great project 
boat. $2,600. 773-370-7467.

25’ MAGNUM MARINE 1974 
With trailer. Twin 350 Chevys, 
restored and in great shape. 
$25,000. Call 414-530-8300.

JON BOAT WITH TRAILER 18 
foot, 25 hp Yamaha F/S. $1,500. 
Call 262-206-1725.

Campers and RVs
1994 WINNEBAGO WAR-
RIOR 22’ REDUCED TO SELL 
$8500.00! V8 454 engine, 
97,200 miles. Newer tires, new 
battery, new sub floor and floor-
ing. Generator, small drop-down 
bed above cab, couch becomes 
double bed, table drops to bed 
and extra double sleeping space 
in rear. Rooftop A/C works great. 
Dash A/C needs charge. Rust 
free, runs good and ready for 
travel! Located NW Rockford. 
Call 815-262-1479.

2002 WINNEBAGO 32’ Motor-
home, Class A.  Cummins Turbo 
Diesel motor with Allison trans-
mission.  2 slideouts, Onan gen-
erator.  All appliances including 
microwave, 2 TV’s.  Everything 
works.  $27K  608-345-7806

2022 COACHMAN FREEDOM 
EXPRESS 24’ Travel Trailer with 
Q bed. Very clean. $19,000. 
OBO. 262-470-4083.

Motorcycles
2007 HONDA GOLD WING Per-
fect condition, black, new tires, 
45K. $8,600 OBO. 262-458-7026.

Trucks & Trailers
2004 GMC ENVOY XUV 5.3L en-
gine, well cared for. $2,000 OBO  
Info: call or text 262-903-0129.

FIND YOUR NEXT RIDE 
IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

v v v v v v

Help Wanted
CONTRACT ROUTE OPEN 
ONE DAY PER WEEK - 
WEDNESDAYS. YOUR VEHI-
CLE. DELAVAN, BRODHEAD 
AND EVANSVILLE AREAS. 
WEEKLY CONTRACT PAY. 
CALL 262-725-7704 CALL TO 
INQUIRE.

MAIL ROOM/WAREHOUSE 
WORKERS 2-3 DAYS PER 
WEEK. MON.-WED. CASUAL 
ENVIRONMENT. PLEASE CALL 
262-725-7704 TO INQUIRE.

FIND YOUR NEXT JOB
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

Call
815-369-4112

for details
on placing an ad

Time To
Sell Your 
Home?

42
27

91

 for rent

NOW RENTING
62 yrs of age or older
Handicap/Disabled 
Regardless of age
Small pet welcome

pepperMInT sQuare apTs
lena, Il 

• 1 bedroom apartments available
• Remodeled with new appliances 
and A/C and many more updates

• Rent based on 30% Adjusted Income

schaible properties
815-369-5147

This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer 471381

Apartments

Wanted to Buy
WANTED SMALL HOUSE Edge 
of town or in country, will buy as 
is. Cash Buyer. 920-299-1309.
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2
Day 
Sale
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15th & 16th

2025

THURSDAY
FRIDAY

Sullivan’s 
Signature 
FRESH 
SUPER LEAN 
GROUND BEEF 
SIRLOIN

5.99 lb

Deli Fresh
STEAKHOUSE 
BAKED BEANS

3.99 lb

WHOLE
SEEDLESS 
WATERMELON
S
5.99 ea

US Gov’t Insp 
PORK 
STEAKS 
Family Pack

1.99 lb

Bakery Fresh 
GOURMET
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6 ct

3.99USDA Choice 
Angus Beef
T-BONE
STEAKS
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RIBS 

Family Pack
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US Grade A 
BONELESS 
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THIGHS
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Deli 
TWICE BAKED 

POTATOES 
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$5

Kingsford 
CHARCOAL

16 lb

9.99

Locally Grown 
ASPARAGUS

2.99  lb

Fiora 
TOILET TISSUE 

OR PAPER 
TOWELS 

Select Varieties 
6 - 12 ct

2/$7

Prices Effective: Wednesday, May 14 thru Tuesday, May 20, 2025
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OPEN 6AM TO 9PM  7 DAYS A WEEK

WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTSWEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS TOMATOES 
ON THE VINE

99¢
lb

USDA Choice
BONELESS BEEF 
TOP SIRLOIN 
FILETS

2/$8  8 oz ea

GRI
LLING

•TIME •

IT'S

Copyright © 2024 A2 Advertising, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Written permission is required before use. SullivansFoods_051425_PAGE 01

Like and Follow us on www.facebook.com/sullivansfoods | Check us out or order online at www.sullivansfoods.net | We reserve the right to limit quantities and correct printing errors. All items not available at all stores. 
Sullivan’s Foods has hired a company called Telecheck to process all checks written at our stores. Telecheck has set guidelines in place for processing checks.

Telecheck has a $300 limit for check writing with purchases. If you have an order larger than $300, you may need to pay any remaining balance by cash, credit, or debit card.

2
Day 
Sale

MAY
15th & 16th

2025

THURSDAY
FRIDAY

Sullivan’s 
Signature 
FRESH 
SUPER LEAN 
GROUND BEEF 
SIRLOIN

5.99 lb

Deli Fresh
STEAKHOUSE 
BAKED BEANS

3.99 lb

WHOLE
SEEDLESS 
WATERMELON
S
5.99 ea

US Gov’t Insp 
PORK 
STEAKS 
Family Pack
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GOURMET
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T-BONE
STEAKS
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COUNTRY 
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Family Pack

1.88  lb
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BONELESS 
CHICKEN 
THIGHS
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Deli 
TWICE BAKED 
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CHARCOAL
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Scan QR Code
to view entire ad

CALL YOUR 
STORE TO ORDER.

Fillings, Photos, 
and Custom Work 
Available for Extra 

Charge. 
Graduation  

specials effective 
thru June 30, 

2025.

Graduation  
Combo Packages

Luncheon & Decorated Cake 

Graduation 
Bakery Packages
Cake, Cookies, & Cupcakes  

GRADUATION TIME!

Pick the one or two colors 
to make it your own.

Single Personal  
Graduation Cake

$72.99$72.99
Includes: Floral Spray, Cap, and Diploma 

Choice of White, Chocolate, or Marble Full 
Sheet | Serves up to 80

Graduation Sheet Cake

PACKAGED MEATPACKAGED MEAT

SullivansFoods_051425_PAGE 02

FRESH MEATFRESH MEAT

Prices Effective: Wednesday, May 14 thru Tuesday, May 20, 2025

Sullivan’s Signature 
FRESH 
GROUND 
BEEF SIRLOIN 
BURGERS

6.99 lb

Sullivan’s Signature 
SMOKEHOUSE 
BBQ PULLED 
PORK
Heat & Serve 

5.99 lb

PERFECT 
FOR 

GRADUATION 
PARTIES

READY 
FOR THE 
SMOKER US Gov’t Insp 

TRIMMED 
PORK BUTT 
ROAST

1.88 lb

US Grade A 
CHICKEN 
BREAST 
TENDERS

2.99 lb

6.99 lb

Certified Angus Beef ® brand

BONELESS 
SIRLOIN 

TIP STEAK

Sullivan’s Signature 
SMOKEHOUSE 
BBQ PORK 
BURGERS

3.99 lb

Oscar Mayer 
BASIC 
LUNCHABLES 
Select Varieties 
2.2 - 4.4 oz

2/$4

Scott Pete 
BEEF POLISH 
SAUSAGE 
Original or Hot 
20 oz

5.99 Ball Park 
MEAT 
FRANKS 
Select Varieties 
15 oz

2/$4

Eckrich 
SMOKED 
SAUSAGE 
LINKS & 
SMOKIES 
Select Varieties 
8.3 -14 oz

2/$6

Bob Evans 
SIDE 
DISHES 
Select Varieties 
12 - 24 oz

3/$10

Oscar Mayer 
ECONOMY 
LUNCHMEATS 
Select Varieites 
16 oz

2.99

Bob Evans 
BREAKFAST 
SAUSAGE 
Select Varieties 
12 - 16 oz

2/$7 Bar-S 
SLICED 
BOLOGNA 
Original or Thick 
12 oz

2/$3

Bar-S 
CORN DOGS 
2.34 Lb

6.99

Van De Kamp 
BATTERED 
& BREADED 
FISH TENDERS, 
FILLETS, STICKS 
Select Varieties 
18 - 24.6 oz

5.99

Tyson 
BREADED 
CHICKEN 
STRIPS & 
TENDERS 
Select Varieties 
16 - 25.5 oz

8.99

Cacique 
CREMA AGRIA, 
MEXICANA, 
SALVADORENA 
15 oz

2/$7

Smithfield 
STACK PACK 

BACON 
24 oz 7.99

Cacique 
CHORIZO 

Select Varieties 
9 oz 4/$5

Johnsonville 
SUMMER 
SAUSAGE 

Select Varieties 
12 oz 4.99

Johnsonville 
PARTY PACK 
BRATS 
Original or Beer 
2.37 Lb

10.99
Johnsonville 
PRE-SLICED 
SUMMER 
SAUSAGE 
Select Varieties 
10 oz

3.99

Cacique 
QUESO 
FRESCO
10 oz

2.99

Eckrich 
MEAT 
FRANKS 
Select Varieties 
12 oz

$1

Ball Park 
BEEF 
FRANKS 
Beef or Bun Size
15 oz

4.99

Oscar Mayer 
PORTABLE 
PROTEIN 
P3 PACKS 
Select Varieties 
2 - 2.3 oz

2/$4

Scott Pete 
SMOKED 
SAUSAGE 
Select Varieties 
20 oz

3.99

Oscar Mayer 
NATURAL 
SNACKING 
PLATE 
3.5 oz

2/$5

THICK 
& 

JUICY!

471257

 Add olive oil to the skillet; 
heat to medium.  Add mush-
rooms; cook until softened, 
about 3 minutes.  Add garlic; 
cook 30 seconds until fragrant.  
Deglaze pan with Marsala 
wine; bring sauce to a boil; re-
duce heat to a simmer.  Cook 
until wine is reduced by half.  
Whisk in chicken broth, brown 
sugar, mustard and Worcester-
shire, season with salt and pep-
per.  Stir in butter until melted.  
Return chicken to the skillet; 
keep warm over low heat until 
ready to serve.  Garnish with 
parsley and Parmesan cheese.

Rhubarb Muffins
 We welcome the rhubarb sea-

son.  You can cut rhubarb off at 
the ground or gently pull it out.  
It will grow back faster if you 
pull it.  Don’t eat the leaves or if 
the rhubarb is frozen.  It is poi-
sonous.  There are two general 
types in our area, red and green.  
They are both good tasting.  The 
red gives any dish more col-
or and some people think it is 
sweeter.  As long as you keep 
cutting or pulling, you can use 
it all summer long.  It freezes 

great.  Cut it up raw in zip lock 
bags of 2 cups; most recipes use 
2 cups.  Enjoy the rhubarb all 
winter long!  These muffins are 
a great way to start the day.  Try 
this easy rhubarb recipe if you 
have never used rhubarb before.  
You can make the muffins and 
freeze them.  They are great with 
strawberry jam!

½ C. butter, softened
1 C. packed brown sugar
½ C. white sugar
1 egg, room temperature
2 C. flour
1 t. baking powder
½ t. baking soda
1/8 t. salt
1 C. sour cream
3 C. fresh or frozen rhubarb, 

thawed
Topping:

½ C. chopped pecans
¼ C. packed brown sugar
1 t. cinnamon
1 T. cold butter
 Preheat the oven to 350.  In 

a large bowl, cream butter and 
sugars until light and fluffy, 5 
to 7 minutes.  Beat in egg.  In a 
small bowl, combine the flour, 
baking powder, baking soda 
and salt; add to creamed mix-

•	Kitchen		 (Continued from page 13)
ture alternately with sour cream, 
beating well after each addition.  
Fold in rhubarb.  Fill paper-lined 
or greased muffin cups ¾ full.  
For topping, combine the pe-
cans, brown sugar and cinna-
mon in a small bowl; cut in but-
ter until crumbly.   Sprinkle over 
batter.  Bake until a toothpick 
inserted in the center comes out 
clean, 22 to 25 minutes.  Cool 
for 5 minutes before removing 
from pans to wire racks.  Serve 
warm.

Strawberry Rhubarb 
Upside-Down Cake
A great combination used with 

rhubarb is strawberries.  Many 
people love strawberry rhubarb 
jam or strawberry rhubarb pie.  
This is a cake good enough for 
company that melds the two fla-
vors in a different way—upside 
down!
Caramel Topping

1 T. unsalted butter, plus more 
for the pan

½ C. sugar
1½ C. rhubarb, peeled, halved 

lengthwise and cut into ½ inch 
pieces about 5 oz.

1½ C. strawberries, hulled and 
thinly sliced

1 T. cornstarch

2 T. strawberry jam
Salt

Cake:
1¾ C. flour
1 t. baking powder
½ t. baking soda
½ t. salt
¾ C. milk
1 stick unsalted butter, soft-

ened
1 C. sugar
2 eggs
1 t. vanilla
 Topping:  Preheat the oven 

to 350.  Butter just the sides of a 
9-inch round cake pan. In a me-
dium saucepan, stir the sugar and 
1/3 C. water together over medi-
um heat until the sugar dissolves, 
6 to 8 minutes.  Cook, no longer 
stirring but gently swirling the 
saucepan occasionally, until the 
mixture is amber, 6 to 8 min-
utes.  If you need to get any of 
the sugar off the sides of the pan, 
dampen a pastry brush and brush 
the sides.  Remove the sauce-
pan from the heat, and carefully 
whisk in butter, being careful 
in case the mixture bubbles up.  
Pour the caramel into the pre-
pared cake pan, tilting the pan to 
cover most of the bottom, being 
careful because the caramel will 
make the pan very hot.

 Toss the rhubarb and straw-

berries in a medium bowl with 
the cornstarch, strawberry jam 
and a pinch of salt.  Spoon the 
mixture on top of the caramel 
sauce and smooth into an even 
layer; set aside.

 Cake:  Whisk together the 
flour, baking powder, baking 
soda and salt in a medium bowl.  
In a small bowl, whisk together 
the milk and sour cream.  Beat 
the butter and sugar together 
with a mixer on medium-high 
speed until light and fluffy, about 
4 minutes.  Add the eggs, one at a 
time, beating after each addition 
and scraping down the side of the 
bowl; beat in the vanilla.  Reduce 
the mixer speed to low and add 
the flour mixture in 3 batches, 
alternating with the milk-sour 
cream mixture; mix until just in-
corporated.

 Pour batter over the rhubarb 
and strawberries in the cake 
pan and spread evenly.  Bake 
until the cake is golden brown 
and bounces back when pressed 
and a toothpick comes out clean 
when inserted in the center, 55 to 
60 minutes.  Run a knife around 
the edge of the cake to separate 
from the pan.  Let cool in the 
pan on a rack until cool enough 
to handle and almost room tem-
perature, about 1 hour.  Invert a 

serving platter over the cake pan 
and while holding them togeth-
er, quickly flip them over so the 
cake unmolds, fruit-side up.  Let 
cool completely.  Cut into wedg-
es.

Final Thoughts
 Mother’s Day ushered in a 

great week of above average 
temperatures.  Grass is growing 
at a faster rate than usual, and ev-
erything is turning green.  Flow-
erpots are blooming, and I know 
seeds are being planted.  There 
will be a lot of watering going 
on if the rain stays away.  We are 
fast approaching Memorial Day 
because May is half over.  Gradu-
ation parties are everywhere, and 
all the spring sports are winding 
down.  The pool will be opening 
soon.  Hope you will have a great 
week of planting, cooking, and 
eating!

 We are looking for some pic-
nic recipes. We will also be look-
ing for some strawberry recipes 
because it will be that season.  If 
you find some recipes to share, 
you can contact us by email at 
scoopshopper@rvpublishing.
com or by mail at From Lena’s 
Kitchens, The Shopper’s Guide 
at Rock Valley Publishing, 1102 
Ann St., Delavan, WI 53115. 
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