
VOL. 87 • NO. 20 YOUR FREE HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER WEDNESDAY, MAY 7, 2025

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

New installation
Repairs • Remodeling
Routine maintenance

464882

Shopper’s Guide
Serving the communities in Stephenson County

Postal Customer  **ecrwss 

PR SRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
ROCK VALLEY

PUBLISHING LLC

 (Left) Pearl City Young Author winners Dalen Simp-
son, Harleigh VanHuzein, Everly McKinney, Vivienne 
Sheffey, Liam Edlund, Nora Heid, Oakley Miller, and 
Clara Kempel.
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Young Author 
Celebration Night
 Pearl City Elementary School recently hosted Young 
Author Celebration Night for kindergarten through third 
grade and for fourth through sixth grade students. One 
winner from each elementary classroom read aloud 
their creative books to an audience of family members.  
Pictured are Young Author winners Tate Tessendork, 
Becket Pauley, Fallyn Pauley, Saraiah Muniz-Sierra, Asl-
yssa Ehlers, and Lilyanna Alba.
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professional collision repair
Let us take the worry out of having your car repaired.

301 Dodds Drive
Lena, IL 61048

815-369-4148
M-Th 7:30 - 5:00
Friday 7:30 - 4:00
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PROUDLY OFFERING THE INDUSTRY’S
BEST HOME EXTERIORS

WINDOWS INCLUDING EGRESS and EXTERIOR DOORS

America’s Largest Home Improvement Company

NO FADE SOLAR 
DEFENSE 

PROTECTION

NO PAINT

NO STAIN

NO HASSLE

• Locally Owned & 
Operated

• Professional Installers - 
Energy Efficient

• Tru Lifetime Warranties, 
Guaranteed Forever!

• Serving Northern Illinois 
for 20 years

Call Today For Your FREE ESTIMATE

www.windowworldrockford.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 am-5 pm; Sat. 9 am-Noon

*Please see a team member or our website for details

®

815-395-1333
6010 Forest Hills Rd.

Rockford, IL

469884

Obituaries
ADRIANNE SUZANNE 
(SUE) FANGMAN

 Adrianne Suzanne (Sue) 
Fangman passed away peace-
fully on April 22, 2025, at the 
University of Iowa Hospital.

Sue was born on August 
15, 1952, in Freeport, IL. She 
was the daughter of Curtis 
and Janice (Stocks) Smith. 

 She graduated from Le-
na-Winslow High School in 
1970. She then attended the 
University of Iowa. While 
in college, Sue met the love 
of her life, Jerry Fangman. 
They were married June 2, 
1973, and enjoyed 52 mem-
orable years together. 

 Sue worked at the Uni-
versity of Iowa Information 
Technology Services for over 

40 years be-
fore retiring.  
Sue and Jer-
ry loved to 
travel, trav-
eling numer-
ous times 
to Europe 
and British 
C o l u m b i a . 

They especially enjoyed 
touring Ireland and Germa-
ny. 

 Sue was survived by her 
husband, Jerry, brother, Jef-
frey (Cindy) Smith, Lena, 
sister, Nadeane (Frank) 
Reed, Lena, brother-in-law 
Phil (Mary) Fangman, Fort 
Collins, Colorado. She is 
also survived by nieces and 
nephews, Melissa (Ryan) 

Goebel, Beth Smith, all of 
Lena, Ben Smith of Monroe, 
and Andy (Krissy) Fangman 
of Muscatine, Iowa, and sev-
eral great nieces and neph-
ews. She is also survived by 
her very special friends.

 She was preceded in death 
by her parents, her in-laws, 
Walther (Deloris) Fangman, 
and her nephew, Nathan 
Fangman.

 Honoring her wishes, cre-
mation rites were accorded. 
A private family Celebration 
of Life will be held in the fu-
ture. 

In lieu of flowers, a memo-
rial fund has been established 
in her name to Holden Com-
prehensive Cancer Center at 
the University of Iowa.

RONDA HEILER
 Ronda Kay Heiler passed 

away peacefully at her Lena 
Home on Sunday, April 27, 
2025, after a long, coura-
geous battle with cancer.  She 
was born March 19, 1964, in 
Freeport, Il to Ronald and Ju-
dith (Squires) Pfeiffer. Ronda 
Adored spending time with 
family, motorcycling, and live 
music.  She loved gardening, 
bird watching and always en-
joyed a trip into Chicago for 
a Cubs game. She especial-
ly enjoyed the NFL season, 
watching her favorite teams…
Steelers, Cowboys, Chiefs but 
her favorite was the Minneso-
ta Vikings.

She had a sunny personali-
ty that lit up a room wherever 

she was, she 
had a heart 
of gold. She 
always put 
the needs of 
others before 
her own. 
Her lifelong 
credo was 
“little things 

mean a lot.” 
 She is survived by her hus-

band Steve Heiler of 42 years, 
son Michael and daughter Ja-
mie (Patrick) Reed. Grandson 
Camden Reed all of Lena. 
She is also survived by her 

sister Lori Castle of Freeport, 
IL and several aunts, uncles, 
cousins, nieces and nephews.

She is preceded in death 
by her parents, brother Rick 
Squires and sister Robin 
Pfeiffer and several aunts and 
uncles.

 A celebration of her life 
will be held on Saturday, May 
10, 2025, from 11 a.m. until 
1 p.m. at the Leamon Funeral 
Home in Lena, IL. A memo-
rial has been established in 
her name. Condolences may 
be sent to the family at www.
leamonfh.com.

News briefs
Elizabeth Blood Drive

 A Blood Drive will be held 
on Monday, May 12, 2025, 
from 12:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. at 
Community Room, 402 North 
West Street, Elizabeth, IL.  
This event is co-sponsored 
by the Knights of Columbus 
#10212 and St. Paul Luther-
an Church-Elizabeth.  Ap-
pointments are encouraged 
and can be made by calling 
1-800-RED-CROSS.  Please 
use sponsor code: Elizabe-
thIL.  Anyone donating blood 
between May 1 and May 8 
will receive a $20 e-gift card 
to a merchant of their choice. 

Senior Resource Center 
to offer Medicare Basics 
class

 The Senior Resource Cen-
ter invites individuals aged 
60 and older, as well as their 
caregivers, to attend a Medi-
care Basics Class on Tuesday, 
May 13 from 10 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. at the Senior Resource 
Center Activity Room. 

 To secure a spot, please 
register by calling 815-235-
9777. Walk-ins are welcome. 
The Senior Resource Center 
is located at 206 E. Stephen-
son Street in Freeport.

Stephenson County VA 
Pantry

Below is a list of current 
needs for the Stephenson 
County VA Pantry.

Paper Towels
Toilet Paper
Kleenex
Laundry Soap
Dish Soap

Any pantry items
 Donations can be brought 

to the Lena American Legion 
Home on Saturdays from 10 
a.m. to 11 a.m. at 316 W. Main 
St., Lena, IL.  Donations are 
greatly appreciated.  This list 
is immediate needs, however 
other items will always be ac-
cepted. Please call 815-369-
4684 with any questions. 

Stephenson County 
Association for Home 
and Community 
Education 

 Stephenson County Asso-
ciation for Home and Com-
munity Education will be 
manning AJ’s Cookout on 
Friday, May 16.  The stand 
will be open from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. and offering rib-
eye steak, hamburgers, pork 
chops, brats and hot dogs. The 
stand is located in the parking 
lot of AJ’s Lena Maid Meats, 
500 W. Main Street, Lena, IL.

Blackhawk Unit of Home 
Extension 

 The May meeting of 
Blackhawk Unit of Home Ex-
tension will be held Thursday, 
May 15, 2025, at 1 p.m. at the 
Pearl City Library.  The les-
son on “Declutter your home 
and Finances” will be given 
by Kim Planz.  Roll call will 
be answered by “What is the 
Hardest Thing to Declutter?”. 
Raffle items will be given by 
Ruth Keltner and Janet Fergu-
son.  All are invited to attend.

Salvation Army news
 The local Salvation Army 

is hosting several events 
during the month of May.  The 
Stamp Out Hunger food drive 
will be held on Saturday, May 
10. Visit the Cubs Food Brat 
Stand on May 16 and May 17 
from 11 a.m. and 5 p.m.  Join 
for Family Night on Saturday, 
May 4 at 5 p.m. for dinner and 
games. 

 The Salvation Army is also 
in need of non-expired meat 
donations of beef, chicken, 
pork, venison, and turkey. 

Support the buSineSSeS
that Support you!

393039
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MOWERY AUTO PARTS

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks

392194

434270

IN-HOME TECHNICAL SUPPORT
Computers/Printers
 Modems/Routers

Smart Phones/Tablets
Smart TVs & Soundbars

Camera Doorbells
Security Cameras

Streaming Services

Certified IT Technician
15 years experience
17,000 service calls

Next-day service

Serving all of
Stephenson County

(815) 275-7155

Thank You
Whether you kept us in your thoughts 

and prayers, sent a lovely arrangement, 
gave a memorial donation or helped out 
in any way - your love and kindness 

brought us great comfort and will 
always be remembered after the loss of 
a wonderful son, father and brother - 

Brett Musser.
Brad, Kim, Tony and Logan Musser

471382

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Little Blackhawks
 Stockton Elementary students are recognized for following the Blackhawk Way.  Great job, everyone!

Around the Northern Hills
 This spring’s quest for Jo 

Daviess County’s best burger 
is entering a new phase this 
week. Three eateries have a 
seat at the table and can claim 
the top spot in the contest 
via voting that’s currently 
underway.  Participants have 
until May 14 to vote for their 
favorite burger.  The top three 
nominees include:  Chubz 
Pub & Grub, JJ & Freddie’s, 
and Thumser’s 19th Hole.

 The winning restaurant 
will be announced on May 
12 on the Jo Daviess County 
Farm Bureau Facebook 
page as well as other media 
sources and will win a plaque 
and a one-year Farm Bureau 
membership.  All participants 
who nominated or voted 
for a top restaurant will 
automatically be entered for 
a random drawing for a $50 
Lena Maid Meats gift card. 

 People may go to www.
jodaviesscfb.com or the Jo 
Daviess County Farm Bureau 
Facebook page to enter or 
receive more information 

about the contest.  

Policy development
The Illinois Farm 

Bureau grassroots policy 
development process provides 
every voting member the 
opportunity to make known 
their concerns about issues 
important to them.  When 
properly supported through 
the grassroots policy 
development process, these 
concerns are considered and 
may be adopted by the voting 
delegates at the organization’s 
annual meeting each 
December.

 That delegate action 
dictates the direction the 
organization follows in 
carrying out its programs each 

year.  It is from this grassroots 
input and direction that Farm 
Bureau realizes its strength 
as an organization serving 
the needs of our members.  
These policies become the 
position for the organization 
the following year.

 If you have any issues or 
concerns that you think need 
to be addressed in Illinois 
Farm Bureau’s policy, you 
are always welcome to 
address any of our board 
members or myself.  We are 
always interested in what our 
members’ concerns are.

Young Leaders 
Committee 

 The Young Leaders are 
holding their annual “June 
Dairy Month” coloring 
contest.  This is for kids up to 
second grade.  If you would 
like a copy of the sheet, they 
are available at our office.  
Entries are due to our office 
by May 23.

Farm Fun Fact
 May is National 

Hamburger Month.  Did you 
vote for your favorite burger 
in Jo Daviess County?

By
AnnEttE
EGGErS 
Jo Daviess 
County Farm 
Bureau

BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!
10% MORE for 

jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mint Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Coins 
Flatware • Diamonds • Sterling

45
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M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
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Come to Lena This Weekend

Don’t Miss the Town
Wide Garage Sales
Friday, May 9 &

Saturday, May 10

Map and Listings in this Issue

The Lena Lions Club would 
like to thank area residents 

who supported the 
Lena Lions Tootsie 

Pop Days!

We can now help those 
in need. 

THANK YOU everyone 
who contributed.

Sincerely,
The Lena Lions Club

454481

Thank You

OpiniOn

Love to pack, 
hate to pack
 I have a love-hate 

relationship with packing.
 Not packing as in peanuts. 

Not packing as in crates. Not 
packing as in boxes or tape. 
Not packing as in a wound. 
Not packing as in heat. 

 Packing – as in suitcases. 
 I love it. 
 And then again, I hate it.
 I wish I could say I love to 

hate it, but that just isn’t true.
 It’s the dichotomy that is 

true. 
 Loving something and 

hating it at the same time, it 
almost feels like a lie. But 
in this case, the thing that 
feels like a lie is the truth, as 
oxymoronic as that sounds.

 How can you love 
something and then hate it all 
within the same minute?

 Here’s the deal, I love 
packing because I love 
planning and, for me, packing 
involves a whole lot of 
planning – and organization 
– which I love as well. I also 
love anticipation. 

 Who amongst us doesn’t?
 And isn’t packing the 

epitome of anticipation – 
typically of something fun, 
like a trip to the beach?

 Every outfit, every pair 
of shoes brings with it 
possibilities. A swimsuit, 
cover-up and flip-flops 
promise a sunny day at the 
beach. Something fancy hints 
at a night out at an upscale 
restaurant. Good walking 
shoes illustrate hopes of a 
hike in the mountains or 
maybe a trip to the zoo. 
Even a comfy sweatshirt and 
slippers give a nod to relaxed 
mornings sitting on the deck 
with a cup of coffee.

 In a nutshell, packing 
is putting into motion the 
positive anticipation of 
vacation. Let’s go!

 So there’s the love part.

 You might be wondering 
where the hate comes in.

 But then again, it’s 
probably pretty obvious: I 
hate that I am not better at 
packing.

 First, I pack too much. 
Too many socks. Too much 
underwear. Too much of any 
sort of clothing, jewelry, 
shoes, hair products, and 
beachwear that I’m not going 
to need, but think I might 
need and you never know 
so you might as well stuff it 
into the suitcase until nothing 
else will fit and then you just 
hope for the best in weather, 
activities and everything else 
that might or could come up 
in the next seven days.

 I hate the uncertainty 
of seven days (also known 
worldwide as a week). What 
if the temperature is colder 
than expected? Or warmer? 
What if it rains? Or snows? 

 Second, I pack too little. 
How does one possibly 
prepare for an entire week 
away from one’s closet – 
with only one suitcase? I’ve 
yet to answer that question – 
philosophical or not. But the 
conundrum does thwart me. 

 A memory of a trip to 
the happiest theme park on 
the planet still haunts me. 
My kids were young. It was 
March. The happiest place 
on earth was supposed to be 
warm. It was not. And I had 
failed to pack sweatshirts for 
anyone in the family. 

An orphan calf is adopted
This past week my first 

beef cow to calve this spring 
gave birth out in the pasture. 
I was anxious to see what 
she had and tag the calf, so 
I hopped on my ATV and 
headed out their way. As I got 
closer and closer I could see 
that something wasn’t quite 
right. The cow was standing 
over her calf in a protective 
posture, but the calf wasn’t 
moving at all. I cautiously 
approached and soon could 
see that the calf hadn’t 
made it. Moving in closer, it 
was clear that the calf was 
very small about a month 
premature, and she was dead. 
I was able to lift the lifeless 
animal onto the back of my 
ATV and drive back to the 
farm. The frantic mother 
followed me most of the way 
and then in confusion turned 
and ran back to where she 
had given birth. Her motherly 
instincts were running very 
high, and it was important 
for me to act quickly if I was 
going to make any use of her 
as a mother cow for the year. 
I quickly got on the phone 
to my nephew to see if he 

had any orphan calves that I 
could try and hook up with 
my calf-less cow. He told me 
that he had one I could try, 
but he wasn’t so sure how the 
cow would take to it. A few 
minutes later I had picked up 
the calf and was driving back 
through my pasture to where 
the cow was still standing 
near to where she had calved 
a few hours earlier. I set the 
new calf down on the ground 
and watched in horror as the 
mama cow kicked and butted 
her away from her and in the 
process scaring the calf half 
to death. 

This was not how this was 
supposed to work, I thought 
to myself. I continued to try 
and herd the calf closer to 
the cow in hopes that she 
would suddenly adopt the 
new calf as her own. After 

quite a while I soon realized 
that this was never going to 
happen without a better plan. 
I decided to ask my brother 
who raises quite a few beef 
cows if they ever ran into a 
situation like this. He told me 
to load up the cow and bring 
her and the calf over to their 
cattle shoot where I could 
put the cow in a stanchion 
and then get the calf nursing. 
He told me that if the cow’s 
milk went through the calf’s 
digestive system and out the 
backside that the cow would 
pick up her own scent from 
the milk and go ahead and 
adopt the calf. I thought it 
was worth a try so I did it.

The first time I tried to 
put the calf on the teat of the 
cow she kicked like crazy, 
but with a lot of persistence 
she finally let the calf suck. I 
did this for four feedings and 
then on the third day when 
I drove over to put the calf 
on the cow, I noticed that 
they were calmly standing 
next to each other and the 
mama cow’s udder was 
completely milked out. It 
sure looked like she had 

adopted the baby, and I was 
excited to take them home 
and see if this was the case or 
not. Much to my happiness 
when I let them out of the 
trailer, they both walked off 
together across the field as 
a true mother and daughter 
would. As I watched them 
throughout the day, I noticed 
the calf sucking on the cow 
several times and it made me 
feel real good to know that a 
bond between both animals 
had finally kicked in and it 
would now be unbreakable. 

I love how when we repent 
and believe in Jesus Christ 
as Savior, we become His 
adopted children, and we can 
never be snatched out of His 
hand. John 10:27-29 Jesus 
tells us, I give them eternal 
life, and they shall never 
perish; no one will snatch 
them out of my hand. My 
Father, who has given them 
to me, is greater than all; no 
one can snatch them out of 
my Father’s hand.  Ephesians 
1:5 also reads, God decided 
in advance to adopt us into 

By
Jill
Pertler
Columnist

Slices of life

By
Scott
cernek 
Columnist

Weekly connection

See calf, Page 5 See Packing, Page 5
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 Indoor - Golf & Turf - Lawn & Garden Auction 
Auction Date: May 23, 2025 - Time:9:00 am – LIVE & ONLINE AUCTION 

Auction Location: 110 E Murray ST Browntown WI 53522 

Accepting Consignments Daily M-F 8-4 
Golf & Turf, Recreation, Lawn & Garden, New Attachments & Equipment  

Complete Indoor Auction Held Live In-Person & Online Through Bid.Powersauction.com 
For More Information Visit www.Powersauction.com 

Office: (608) 439-5761 
Mike Powers: (608) 214-5761 

Dan Powers Sr: (608) 214-3765 

 

  

470691

LARGE PUBLIC AUCTION
TWO AUCTION RINGS ALL DAY!

SATURDAY, MAY 17 • 9 A.M. START
SANDWICH FAIRGROUNDS - BUILDING 2 • SANDWICH, IL

ITEMS: Antiques & Collectibles, Antique Furniture, Clocks, Advertising Pcs., Glassware, Toys, Iron 
Collectibles, Animal & Fish Mounts, Primitives, Elk & Moose Antlers, Ornate Hanging Lamps, Yard 
Decorations, Cement Figures, & More!

47
14

26

Brian DeBolt Auction Service, Inc.
Brian DeBolt, Plano - Since 1987 • IL #440000595 • 630-552-4247

Call me for all your real estate and auction needs!
For more pictures & information, visit Facebook or our website: www.deboltauctionservice.com

THE ESTATE OF  
KEN KOZAK

SEE WEBSITE FOR FULL 
CONTENT & TERMS.

Live and onLine auction

SPRING CONSIGNMENT  AUCTION
Saturday, May 10 – 10 A.M.

8284 Ridge Road, Rock Falls, IL 61071
AUCTIONEERS: Rob Young, IL #441000593
ITEMS: Lawn & garden; lawn mowers; lawn ornaments; 8x8x12 timbers; collectibles; tool chests; 
over 10 hay racks full; lots of misc.

www.youngsauctionil.com

Bid via                                on website.

471431
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HWY 64 AUCTIONS - ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS! 

ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS STARTING MONDAY MAY 12TH 
MONDAY – FRIDAY 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM - SATURDAYS 8:00 AM UNTIL NOON 

LAST DAY TO CONSIGN SATURDAY MAY 31ST AT NOON  
CLOSED FOR MEMORIAL DAY SATURDAY MAY 24TH TO MONDAY MAY 26TH 

�����������������������������������������–�������������������������������
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WE ARE LOOKING FOR QUALITY USED EQUIPMENT 
Farm & Construction Equipment, Skid Steers, Attachments,  

Hay & Forage Equipment, Planting & Tillage Equipment, Trucks, 
Trailers, Lawn & Garden, Recreational Equipment & More! 

� �������������������
����������������������������
����������������������������
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Shining a light on the harmful impact of Trump’s tariffs on Illinois
By U.S. Rep. Raja 
Krishnamoorthi

Recently, I completed a 
three-stop “Trump Tariff 
Tour” across our state to hear 
directly from small business 
owners, farmers, and workers 
whose lives are being upend-
ed by Donald Trump’s reck-
less tariff policies. 

From Chicago to Bloom-
ington to Urbana, one mes-
sage was clear: these tariffs 
are hurting Illinois families 
and threatening the small 
businesses that drive our 
economy.

At every stop—from Tes-
ta Produce in Chicago to 
Kindred Farms in Atlanta to 
Cloud Mountain Kombucha 
in Urbana—I listened as busi-
ness and agricultural leaders 
described how surging costs 
and supply chain disruptions 
are making it harder to sur-
vive, let alone thrive. For Illi-

nois’ $200 billion agriculture 
sector and our family-owned 
businesses, the consequences 
of Trump’s trade war are real 
and rising.

These tariffs amount to a 
hidden tax that raises costs 
for small businesses, seniors, 
and every Illinois family on 
everything from groceries to 
farm equipment.

If fully implemented, 
Trump’s proposed tariffs 
could cost the average Illinois 
household over $4,400 per 
year. And with nearly half of 
all small businesses already 
bracing for revenue losses, 
this approach puts our state’s 
economic future at risk. Now 
more than ever, we need trade 
policies that work for Illinois 
families—not against them. 

That’s why I’ll keep fight-
ing to end these blanket tariffs 
and stand up for the workers, 
farmers, and entrepreneurs 

who make our state strong.

Celebrating Durbin’s 
exemplary career of 
public service 

I joined many across Illi-
nois in celebrating Sen. Dick 
Durbin’s extraordinary ca-
reer of public service. From 
expanding access to health 
care and defending Dreamers 
to tackling gun violence and 
confirming a historic num-
ber of federal judges, Sena-
tor Durbin has delivered real 
results for working families. 
His tireless work on behalf 
of Illinoisans sets the stan-
dard for what public service 
should be. 

As he continues his ser-
vice over the next two years, 
I look forward to fighting 
alongside him to deliver even 
more for our state. From one 
son of downstate to another: 
Thank you, Senator.

 Of course we could buy 
sweatshirts, but that does 
not negate the ineptitude 
involved in not packing 
sweatshirts for your family 
in March just because the 
average temperature is 
non-sweatshirt-worthy, 
and sweatshirts take up a 
fairly significant amount 

of valuable real estate 
in the average carry-on 
suitcase – not to mention the 
conundrum of where and how 
to pack those newly-acquired 
sweatshirts upon returning 
home.

 I love vacation, and I love 
packing.

 I love vacation, and I hate 

packing.
 Much like I love vacation, 

and I hate vacation. 
 When it ends.
 Jill Pertler is an award-

winning syndicated 
columnist, published 
playwright and author. Don’t 
miss a slice; follow the Slices 
of Life page on Facebook. 

• Packing   (Continued from page 4)

Cracking down on 
Congressional stock 
trading amid tariff 
turmoil

As market volatility surges 
in the wake of new Trump Ad-
ministration tariff announce-
ments, I’ve called on House 
leadership to immediately 
bring our Restoring Faith in 
Government Act to a vote. 

Reports suggest members 
of Congress may have used 
non-public information to 
make timely stock trades, 
raising serious concerns about 
conflicts of interest and abuse 
of power.

One alarming example: 
on April 9, President Trump 
wrote on social media, “IT’S 
A GREAT TIME TO BUY!!!” 
just hours before announcing a 
major tariff decision that sent 
markets soaring. This kind of 
behavior opens the door for 
those with advanced knowl-
edge to profit while everyday 
Americans are left in the dark.

That’s why I joined a bipar-
tisan group—including Rep-
resentatives Brian Fitzpatrick, 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, 
and Cory Mills—to introduce 
legislation that would ban 
members of Congress and 
their families from owning 

or trading individual stocks 
while in office.

We need to restore the 
American people’s trust in 
their government, and that 
starts with ensuring elected 
officials are serving the pub-
lic—not their portfolios. 

Strengthening career and 
technical education for 
our students, workers 
and economy

I recently convened a 
roundtable at Harry S. Truman 
College with educators, stu-
dents, and leaders from eight 
Chicagoland community col-
leges to discuss how we can 
strengthen career and techni-
cal education (CTE) programs 
that prepare Illinoisans for 
good-paying, in-demand jobs. 

Our conversation focused 
on meeting urgent workforce 
needs in sectors like health 
care, childcare, and skilled 
trades—all vital to Illinois’ 
economic growth.

As the author of the 
Strengthening Career and 
Technical Education for the 
21st Century Act, I’ve worked 
to expand federal support for 
CTE programs by $1.3 bil-
lion annually. These programs 
ensure students can access 

strong career pathways with-
out needing a four-year degree 
while also giving employers 
the trained workers they need 
to thrive. 

The participants at my 
roundtable emphasized the 
need for stable funding, ro-
bust apprenticeships, and 
wraparound support services 
to help students succeed. I’m 
committed to advancing these 
priorities in Congress to en-
sure our workforce is ready 
for the future.

Raja Krishnamoorthi rep-
resents the 8th Congressional 
District of Illinois. 

his own family by bringing 
us to himself through Jesus 
Christ. This is what he 
wanted to do, and it gave him 
great pleasure.

Adoption is a beautiful 
picture of God’s bringing us 
as believers into His family 
and pouring out His blessing 
to us each step of the way. 
I’m looking forward to 
watching this calf grow all 
summer and knowing the 
whole story of her adoption. 
Until next week, God bless.

• Calf   
(Continued from page 4)



Page 6        THE SCOOP TODAY / SHOPPER’S GUIDE        Wednesday, May 7, 2025

Our Area Churches Welcome You

Please call 815-369-4112 or 815-947-3353 if you wish to have your church listed on the church page.

APPLE RIVER UMC
102 E. Baldwin St., P.O. Box 188, 

Apple River, IL 61001
Pastor Libby Rutherford (815) 990-1428
 Church (815) 594-2223
• Sunday Worship – 9 a.m.
• Bible Study - Every Monday 9 a.m.
Friendly Folks - Casual Attire - Join Us!

CALVARY CHURCH OF STOCKTON
315 W. Maple St., Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-2414
Pastor Scott Hess
E-Mail: calvarychurchofstockton@yahoo.com
• Sunday Worship – 10:00 a.m.
• Sunday School – 8:45 a.m.
• Communion and Potluck every 1st Sunday
 (except no potlucks during summer)
• Monday Group Prayer - 6 p.m.
• Wednesday Night Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.
• Every other Sat. Youth Group - 6 - 8 p.m.
You may find our facebook page and weekly 
messages by searching for “Calvary Church 
of Stockton on facebook.com

You are welcome! Please visit us!

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ELCA STOCKTON

600 N. Main St., Stockton
Pastor Chrissy Salser (815) 988-9450
E-Mail: clc600@mediacombb.net
Find us on Facebook at ChristOnMainSt
• Worship times:  Saturday, 5:30 p.m.
   Sunday, 10 a.m.
• Sunday School: Sunday, 9 a.m.

EBENEZER – SALEM UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST

P.O. Box 102, Pearl City, IL  61062
 See Facebook or call 815-291-1965
• Sunday Worship: Currently 8:30 a.m. 
• May services are at Salem UCC Church
   Corner of Loran & Kent Roads

EVANGELICAL FREE 
CHURCH OF LENA

720 N. Freedom Street, Lena, IL  61048
815-369-5591

Pastor Casey Dwyer, Senior Pastor
Pastor Jeff DeLay, Pastor of Worship & 
 Pastoral Care
• Adult bible study and Children’s Sunday 
 School - 8:45 a.m.
• Sunday Morning Worship Service and 
Children’s Church/Nursery  – 10:00 a.m.
• Awana Wednesdays at 6 p.m. (Sept. - April)
• Pastor’s weekly sermons at 
  www.lenafreechurch.org

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
309 S. Main Street, Elizabeth, IL 61028

email: firstumcofelizabeth@gmail.com
Pastor Donna Hoffman   608-293-0163
email: dchoffman8@gmail.com
• Sunday Worship - 8:30 a.m.
• Women’s Faith Group - 
 1st Tuesday monthly - 9:30 a.m.
We are handicapped accessible
Find us on Facebook at 
 www.facebook.com/fumcelizabeth

GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

118 East Mason Street, Lena, IL  61048
Pastor Thomas Mosbo (815) 369-5552
• Sunday Worship – 9:30 a.m.
• Sunday School – 10:45 a.m. (Sept. - May)
• Piece Corps Quilters – 
 Wednesdays at 8:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

GRACE BIBLE CHURCH OF 
WOODBINE

1904 S. Vel Tera Road, Elizabeth, IL 61028
Pastor Michael Burdett (815) 858-3843
• Sunday Worship – 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
• Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
• Prayer meeting – Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
Sunday services broadcasted at 11:30 a.m. on 

Radio WCCI 100.3 FM

GRACE FREE METHODIST CHURCH
205 Main St., McConnell, IL 61050

Pastor Tim Wauchope • 815-262-5942
Email: wauchope30@yahoo.com
• Sunday Worship – 10:30 a.m.
• Prayer & Praise - Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
website: www.gracefmc.org

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC CHURCH
223 E. Front Avenue, Stockton, IL  61085

Father Mike Morrissey (815) 947-2545
• Saturday Evening Mass – 4:30 p.m.
• Sunday Mass – 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. 
  and 5:00 p.m.
• Reconciliation Saturday – 3:30 - 4:15 p.m.

LENA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
118 West Mason Street, Lena, IL  61048

Pastor Melwyn Alagodi (815) 369-5291
• Sunday Worship – 9:00 a.m.
• Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
• Daily Dial-A-Devotion 815-369-4411

MARTINTOWN COMMUNITY 
CHURCH

W8996 Lena St., Martintown, WI 53522
(1 mile north of Winslow, IL)

Pastor Kevin Cernek • 608-558-0974
• Sunday Worship – 8 & 10:30 a.m.

Worship inside or watch from the 
parking lot on the jumbotron

• Sunday School for all ages – 9:30 a.m. 
• Sunday Youth - 6 p.m.
• Tuesday Bible Study - 10:30 a.m.
• Thursday Prayer & Bible Study - 6 p.m.

McCONNELL COMMUNITY CHURCH
211 Hulbert Rd. P.O. Box 97, 

McConnell, IL  61050
815-868-2324

Email: mcconnellcmtychurch@yahoo.com
Pastor Jordan Cernek
• Sunday Worship – 8:45 a.m.
     Fellowship hour after every service
Find us on Facebook
 www.facebook.com/
mcconnellcommunitychurch.com
* We are handicapped accessible

NEW VINE COMMUNITY CHURCH
621 W. Lena St., Lena, IL 61048

(Coach’s Gymnasium)
Pastor Doug Carroll    815-541-4112
• Sunday Worship – 9:00 a.m.
 with fellowship following
• Communion first Sunday of each month
Bible Study Groups available
newvinelena.com
Facebook: New Vine Community Church of 
Lena, IL
* We are handicapped accessible
     

PROVIDENCE PRIMITIVE BAPTIST 
CHURCH

15010 W. Howardsville Road
Lena, IL 61048
217-357-3723

Pastors Robert Webb & Rob Webb
• Sunday Worship 
 - each 3rd Sunday - 10:30 a.m.
Potluck lunch following service

SALEM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
8491 West Salem Road, Lena, IL  61048

(Turn on Salem Road at Eleroy Rest Stop)
Pastor Christopher Ham  (815) 369-4511
• Sunday Worship – 10:00 a.m.
• Adult Sunday School - 9 a.m. 
 (before service)
• Children’s Sunday School - 10 a.m.
 (during service)
*We are handicapped accessible
Watch our services or see our upcoming 
events on Facebook at: https://www.facebook.
com/OldStoneChurchWithTheLightedCross/

SCHAPVILLE ZION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

635 East Schapville Road, 
Elizabeth, IL 61028

Pastor Dottie Morizzo  
 (815) 845-2272  
 Cell (815) 238-0670
www.schapvillezion.org
• Sunday Worship Service – 10:00 a.m.
• Sunday School – 10:00 a.m.
• Bible Study Classes Available

SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS 
LUTHERAN CHURCH
536 E. Schapville Road, 
Scales Mound, IL  61054

Church number (815) 845-2061
Rev. James Mehltretter
Website: www.shepherdofhill.com
• Sunday Worship – 8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
• Sunday School (Sept. – May) – 8:45 a.m.
• Holy Communion is celebrated weekly.

ST. ANN CATHOLIC CHURCH
608 East Railroad, Warren, IL  61087

Father Andrew Hernandez (815) 745-2312
• Sunday Mass – 8:00 a.m.
• Reconciliation Sunday – 7:30 - 7:50 a.m.

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod

625 Country Lane Drive, Lena, IL  61048
Rev. Jason Shaw (815) 369-4035
• Saturday Evening Worship – 5:30 p.m.
• Sunday Worship – 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
• Blast Program at 9:00 a.m.
• High School & Adult Sunday School 
    at 9:15 a.m.

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America

229 S. First St., Pearl City, IL 61062
www.stjohnspearlcity.org

815-443-2215
• Sunday Morning Worship – 9:00 a.m.
• Christian Education for all Ages - 10:15 a.m.
Handicapped Accessible

ST. JOHN EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

8315 S. Massbach Road, Elizabeth, IL  61028
Pastor David Russell
Church: 815-589-3367
• Sunday Worship – 10:00 a.m.

“Celebrating 165 Years of Faith”

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH
105 West Webster, Apple River, IL  61001

Father Andrew Hernandez (815) 745-2312
• Saturday Mass – 6:00 p.m.
• Reconciliation Saturday – 5:30 – 5:50 p.m.

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH
410 West Lena Street, Lena, IL  61048
Father Andrew Hernandez (815) 369-2810
• Saturday Mass – 4:00 p.m.
• Sunday Mass – 10:00 a.m.
• Reconciliation Saturday – 3:30 – 3:50 p.m.

ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH
(Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod)

411 W. Catlin St., P.O. Box 506
Elizabeth, IL 61028

Pastor Mike Nesbit - Cell: 815-858-5621
Church: 815-858-3334
www.stpaulelizabeth.org
All services are available to watch online@
Facebook: St. Paul Lutheran Church, 
Elizabeth, IL
YouTube channel: Pastor Mike Nesbit
• Sunday Worship – 9:00 a.m.
• Adult Bible Study - Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Super Sunday on the first Sunday of the 
month, with Sunday School from 10 - 11:30 
a.m.
Worship services will be held outside during 
the summer. Please bring a lawn chair.
ALL ARE WELCOME.

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH - 
KENT

The Little Church with a Big Heart
1334 Sunnyside Road, Kent, IL 61044

1/2 mile north on Kent Road
• Sunday Worship – 9:30 a.m.
• Holy Communion every Sunday
• Women Meet at 9 a.m. on the 2nd Sunday
• Chair Lift to Sanctuary

WESLEY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

Corner of Hudson & Benton St., 
Stockton, IL  61085

Pastor Melwyn Alagodi (815) 947-2541
• Sunday Worship – 11 a.m.
• Adult Bible Studies Available
• Communion Every 1st Sunday
Find us on website StocktonWUMC.org
or Facebook-Stockton Wesley United 
Methodist Church
* Handicapped Accessible

WINSLOW GRACE BIBLE CHURCH
197 Carver Street, Winslow, IL  61089

Pastor Robert Patin (815) 230-1862
608-669-5770
• Sunday Worship – 10:45 a.m.
• Sunday School – 9:45 a.m.

ZION COMMUNITY CHURCH
10100 W. Sabin Church Rd., 

Pearl City, IL 61062
Pastor Wayne Fischer • 815-266-6260
Pastor Chip Sohl • 815-541-1425
• Sunday Worship Service – 9:00 a.m.
• Children’s Church - during church service
• Prayer Shawl Knitting Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.
• Bible Study Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

466244

Come worship 
with us!
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CASH
FOR CANS
MARKET

PRICE
Crushed or Uncrushed

Prices subject to change

WE BUY:
• Iron • Copper • Brass
• Radiators • Aluminum
• Rebuildable Car Parts

Northwest
Metals

Formerly Crossroads Metals

MONDAYS AND
THURSDAYS

3 to 5
SATURDAYS 9 to 12

4906 N. Crossroads Rd., Lena
2 miles W. of Rt. 73 on Rt. 20;

then 1 mile North

CALL 815-369-4731

392684

Rische Builders
POLE BARNS & METAL ROOFS

We build pole barns & can replace metal roofs on your 
buildings or homes. We also sell & install new pine board 

& batten siding. Let us come out & see your project.

Call Troy 815.291.6111

470952

www.edwardjones.com

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor

640 W. South St, #4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

F
D

I-
18

6
7H

-A

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Chris Folmar
Financial Advisor
.

640 W South St 4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

Member SIPC

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 04/30/25. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-
issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per 
depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please 
visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to 
availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest 
rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can 
lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal 
may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution 
of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are 
issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the 
Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

1-year

4.00%
APY*

3-year

4.00%
APY*

5-year

4.05%
APY*

471423

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Compare our CD rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

% APY*

% APY*

% APY*

FDI-1867O-A-E-FL AECSPAD 24911147

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 04/08/25. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and 
FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured 
depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial 
advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest 
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the 
investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may 
not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not 
allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All 
CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

3.85
3.75
3.80

1-Year

3-Year

5-Year

Kyle Fleischer
Financial Advisor
640 W South St 4
Freeport, IL 61032
815-616-5955

Highland’s Nursing and Al-
lied Health program has more 
than one perfect reason to 
celebrate this spring. The Na-
tional Council Licensure Ex-
amination (NCLEX), the na-
tionwide examination for the 
licensing of nurses, reported 
a “first attempt” pass rate of 
100 percent for the Highland 
Community College nursing 
program graduating class of 
2024. To put things in per-
spective, the national average 
is 91 percent and the average 
Illinois pass rate was 85 per-
cent for 2024.

 The path to 100 percent 
hasn’t been easy, but it is re-
warding. After COVID ush-
ered in a dramatic drop in 
pass rates both locally and 
nationally, Dr. Eymann and 
her team got to work.  From 
implementing remediation 
support for students with “at 
risk” grades to providing all 
students with free, special-
ized tutoring, their efforts 
are paying off. Additionally, 
the department has elevated 
hands-on learning. In 2022, 
Highland cut the ribbon on a 
new simulation hospital, and 
last fall, they unveiled a mo-
bile medical unit.

 “We are sending a clear 
message to prospective stu-
dents in our district: you will 

find an exceptional healthcare 
education right here in your 
community,” said Eymann. 
Eymann explained a large 
part of their students’ success 
is because their faculty never 
view “good enough” as good 
enough. Up-to-date research 
and effective tools guide cur-
riculum development. This 
approach isn’t limited to their 
registered nurse pathway. 
Just last month, the Illinois 
Department of Public Health 
(IDPH) conducted a compli-
ance review of Highland’s 
Basic Nursing Assistant Pro-
gram and reported a perfect 
score. Cassie Mekeel, BSN, 
RN, serves as Highland’s Ba-
sic Nursing Assistant Coordi-
nator. She explained why the 
IDPH’s latest review was a 
major affirmation.

 The IDPH stated the per-
fect score as “truly rare” and 
expressed their appreciation 
for Highland’s investment 
in the program and excellent 
state exam scores, adding that 
their Basic Nursing Assistant 
Program “stands out in the 
best way possible!”

 To learn more about High-
land’s healthcare career path-
ways, contact Dr. Eymann at 
815-599-3439 or e-mail her 
at stephanie.eymann@high-
land.edu.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

 Highland’s Nursing and Allied Health faculty and students celebrate a “first attempt” pass rate of 100 percent 
for (NCLEX), the nationwide examination for the licensing of nurses.

Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church

 All are invited to worship 
at Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, 118 E. Mason St. 
Lena, IL. Join on Sunday, 
May 11, 2025, for Worship 
Service at 9:30 a.m.  The Gos-
pel will be from Gospel John 
10:22-30.

 On Wednesday, May 14 the 
Peace Corps Quilting group 
will meet from 8 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. All are welcome to join 
and no quilting experience 
necessary.

 All the services will be 
recorded and be available 
on church’s Facebook page 
and website. Please visit our 
website and (http://goodshep-
herdlena.org/)and Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/
GSLCLenaIL) for informa-

tion. Please contact the church 
office at 815-369-5552 with 
any questions. 

St. John’s Lutheran 
Church 

 St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Pearl City will cel-
ebrate the Fourth Sunday of 
Easter on Sunday, May 11 at 
9 a.m.

 The next Men’s Breakfast 
will be on Wednesday, May 
7 at 7:30 a.m. at the Beltline 
Restaurant in Freeport.  

 The May Grace Meal will 
be on Sunday, May 18.  The 
menu will be barbeque, chips, 
three-bean salad, and Rice 
Krispy treat.  Reservations 
are due in the church office by 
Thursday, May 15.  Meals can 
be picked up at the church on 

May 18 between 11 a.m. and 
12 p.m. If you are interested 
in donating to this ministry, 
reach out to the church office 
for more information. 
The social ministry committee 
will be having a collection for 
the ELCA Good Gifts project 
through June 1.  If you would 
like to donate to this project, 
please contact the church of-
fice.

 The Healthy Wolves group 
will be packing backpacks on 
Thursday, May 8 at 3:15 p.m.  
If you are interested in donat-
ing to this ministry, reach out 
to the church office for more 
information.

 St. John’s Lutheran Church 
of Pearl City is an ELCA 
parish and is located at 229 
First St. in Pearl City.  We are 
handicapped accessible.  If 

Church news
you need to contact the pastor 
or church, you may call 815-
443-2215 for information.

Salem United Church 
of Christ

 All are welcome to join ser-
vice led by Pastor Christopher 
Ham at Salem United Church 
of Christ, 8491 West Salem 
Road, Lena, IL, every Sunday 
at 10 a.m. Sunday School for 
children five years and older 
is held during church service, 
and nursery is available for 

children under five years.
 The Breakfast Bunch meets 

every Wednesday at 8 a.m. 
Everyone is welcome to join, 
please check the newsletter, 
Sunday bulletin or Facebook 
page for location information.

 Crafternoon is held every 
third Wednesday from 4 p.m. 
until 7 p.m. in the lower level 
of the church. This space is 
handicap accessible, and all 
are welcome to join. During 
this event, enjoy snacks, craft-
ing and good company. There 

is plenty of space to spread 
out a large project or to work 
on something small.

 For more information on 
any Salem related items, you 
can contact 815-369-4511 
or ruth.dake@gmail.com.

Highland Nursing celebrates a perfect milestone

    your source for on-line news:

       RVPNEWS.COM
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who have sent a donation to 
help underwrite the Scoop 

Today/Shopper’s Guide. For 
those of you who haven’t 

done so in the past year, but 
enjoy this newspaper and 

would like to help us pay for 
its operation, please send a 
donation in any amount to:

c/oRock Valley Publishing, 1102 Ann St., Delavan, WI 53115
If you thInk youR nEWSPAPER IS WoRth

50¢ an issue, it would be $26.00; 75¢ an issue - $39.00 
or $1 an issue - $52.00

You won’t get a Scoop/Shopper’s Guide tote bag, an Apple gift card, or a 
discount on an extended car warranty. But you will get the satisfaction of 

knowing that you have helped support your favorite newspaper.

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

Phone______________________________

__ Please keep my
     paper coming: 453719

the Scoop Today Shopper’s Guide
READERS

Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE, rvpnews.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

392651

Northwest Illinois Econom-
ic Development (NWILED) is 
proud to announce the 2025 
graduates of the BUILD IT 
GROW IT (BIGI) program, 
an entrepreneurial bootcamp 
that targeted attendance from 
small business owners and en-
trepreneurs from across north-
west Illinois.  The goal of the 
program was to offer semi-
nars that equip aspiring en-
trepreneurs with knowledge 
and skills to kickstart their 
businesses, while also offer-
ing something new and sub-
stantive to more established 
business owners. A total of 61 
individuals registered for the 
program, with 26 graduating 
with certificates of achieve-
ment. 

 The program offered par-
ticipants the opportunity to 
attend three monthly sessions 
from January through March. 
Featured presenters were 
Patrick Powaser of Gradient 
Coaching & Consulting on 
succession planning and “the 
long game;” Evan Talbert 
and Jennifer Alderman from 
Highland Community Col-

lege on entrepreneurialism 
and financial management, 
respectively; and Christine 
Melaas of Basket Case on dig-
ital marketing and branding. 
Each session encouraged ac-
tive participation, networking 
and the development of prac-
tical real-world skills among 
the attendees.

 BIGI concluded April 25 
with a graduation night, fea-
turing raffles from the pre-
senters for continuing educa-
tion, a professional personal 
on-site photo shoot from John 
Hudetz of getVRtours.com, 
and a special “Shark Tank” 
competition where the 31 el-
igible graduates competed for 
their share of $10,000 with 
their business pitch to a pan-
el of judges from NWILED’s 
Board of Directions and orga-
nization membership.

 Winning pitches who each 
received a $2,000 award 
were:

Kristin Angel of Angelic 
Paws Training and Boarding, 
which offers dog obedience 
lessons, day care, and board-
ing in Galena, IL.

Kristina Larkin-McClain 
and Monika Larkin of Hud-
son’s Tack & More, a horse 
saddle, tack and gear equine 
business in Stockton, IL. 

Nate Grawlik, an entre-
preneur in Galena looking to 
bring retail storage lockers to 
Main Street.

Ryan McClain of Galena 
Mill & Steel, a custom design 
and fabrication business in 
Galena, IL.

Kelly Foster of All Good 
Things, a lavender agritour-
ism farm and product produc-
er in Amboy, IL.

 Build It Grow It 2025 Pro-
gram Graduates included Dr. 
Clayton Ruter, Nate Graw-
lik, Dawn Heckman, Jarren 
Heckman, Melissa Coverdill, 
B’Ann Dittmar, Jack Kromer, 
Kelly Foster, Melitta Heggen, 
Jeremy Heggen, Kristin An-
gel, Kristina Larkin, Monika 
Larkin, Tom Serio, Rev. Pa-
tricia Allen Stewert, Rev. Jin 
HeeKang, Ryan McClain, Sa-
brina McClain, James Perron, 
Danika Perron, Mark Plath, 
Chris Steege, Shani Ritch, 
Jennifer Robinson, Rob Rob-

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

 Pictured (left to right) are Rev. Patricia Allen Stewert and Rev. Jin HeeKang of Ga-
lena United Methodist Church as they make their pitch during the shark tank compe-
tition.

‘Build it to Grow it’ entrepreneurial program graduates 27

inson, and Anastasia Doherty.
 “Build It Grow It 2025 was 

a tremendous success. Work-
ing off the momentum of the 
2024 program, NWILED was 
able to increase overall pro-

gram participation by 30%, 
said David Schmit, Regional 
Director of NWILED. “With 
the grant dollars from The 
Foundation for Northwest Il-
linois we were able to take ev-

erything up a notch this year 
including offering the amaz-
ing Shark Tank experience, 
which was a lot of fun, and 
served as a great way to close 
out the 2025 program.”

SOS+ to present Vietnam Donut 
Dollies by Freeport’s Susan DeWitt

 On Thursday, May 8, SOS+ 
invites Susan DeWitt, one 
of Red Cross Donut Dollies 
young 21-year-old college 
graduates, to come and tell her 
story. DeWitt was one of 6,000 
young women who signed 
up for the mission of Red 
Cross’s Donut Dollies. During 
the 1960’s, young men were 
being drafted to serve in the 
Vietnam war. President John 
F Kennedy encouraged young 
people to serve the country and 

many college graduate wom-
en signed up for 12 months of 
duty with the Red Cross Donut 
Dollies program.

 The Donut Dollies were 
the affectionate name given 
to American Red Cross Rec-
reational Workers in Vietnam. 
These young women brought 
a “Touch of Home” and mor-
al boosters to our troops serv-
ing in combat zones. They ran 
recreational centers, visited 
hospitals, and because of the 

mobility of the UH-1 Iroquois 
helicopter, several traveled to 
front-line landing zones and 
base camps to bring games and 
smiles to soldiers. 

 The event will be held at 
2 p.m. in Calvary Church of 
Stockton’s Fellowship Hall.  
If in need of transportation, 
please call Mary Feltmeyer 
815-297-5425, Nancy Rice 
815-275-0303, Al and Carolyn 
Mysliwiec 815-947-3761, or 
Shirley Toepfer 815-947-3639.

your source for online news: RVPNEWS.com
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Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL • Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL •  Hanover, IL 
Hazel Green, WI • Darlington, WI 

 

Galena, IL – First Community Bank 
 

AppleRiverStateBank.com 

The customer is our number one priority at Apple River State Bank. Your decision to bank with us is one that we value 
and take seriously. 
 

Our customers always have complete and total access to banking officers and employees. Whether you’re dealing 
with us in person, over the telephone, or online, we will provide you with a banking experience that you won’t find 
anywhere else. 
 

If you’re ready to switch banks, come to Apple River State Bank. Our experienced, dedicated staff is ready to assist 
you in any way and make your banking experience as convenient as possible. It’s the way we do business. 

  •  Hanover, IL • Hazel Green, WI • Darlington, WI
G

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions... Meeting Local Needs
Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL • Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL

Hanover, IL • Hazel Green, WI  •  Darlington, WI
Galena, IL –  First Community Bank

AppleRiverStateBank.com Member FDIC

MAY IS BEEF MONTH
Best wishes to all beef producers!

Proudly Serving
Farmers and

Agri-Business in
Jo Daviess County
and Southwest
Wisconsin

Apple River State Bank and First Community Bank of Galena are
proud to serve are proud to serve agri-business in Jo Daviess
County and Southwest Wisconsin. Our financial commitment to
the agricultural community has remained steadfast for decades.

Stop in soon to discuss your farm borrowing needs.

Register
to win a

$50 gift c
ertificate

toward th
e

purchase
of fine

beef prod
ucts!*

*Everyone is eligible to win; no purchase necessary. 
Drawing will be held on May 31, 2025.

471251

REMAIN COMPLETELY ANONYMOUS

“Get Involved, Without Getting Involved”
Stephenson County Crime Stop, Inc. est. 1981

Crime Stop Works!
IN STEPHENSON COUNTY

call 815-235-7867 (STOP)

download our app
www.sccrimestop.com @sccrimestop

39
38

74

Warhawk softball bounces back from three-game skid
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 Entering last week, the War-
ren-Stockton Warhawks carried 
a record of 8-7.  At one point, 
the Warhawks were 8-5, but 
back-to-back losses to East 
Dubuque quickly brought them 
down near the 500 line.  

 The Warhawks eventually 
fell to exactly 500 when they 
traveled to take on Morrison 
on Monday, April 28.  Morri-
son came into the game riding 
a three-game winning streak, 
which had their overall record 
up to 8-4.  Morrison would go 
on to improve to 11-4, which 
includes a 4-3 victory over 
Warren-Stockton. 

 It’s one that got away from 
the Warhawks.  After Ireland 
Mensendike and Sadie John-
son drove in runs in the top of 
the first inning, the Warhawks 
remained in control for almost 
the entire game.  Everything 
fell apart in the bottom of the 

sixth, when Morrison com-
bined for four hits, including 
two extra-base hits.  The four-
run inning wound up costing 
Warren-Stockton the game.  

 The Warhawks didn’t have 
to wait long for another op-
portunity to bounce back.  On 
Tuesday, April 29 they had an-
other road game as they traveled 
to take on the Fulton Steamers.  
Fulton also came in on a bit of 
a hot streak as they were riding 
a three-game winning streak at 
the time. 

 It appeared Fulton was go-
ing to extend their winning 
streak to four against the War-
hawks.  After five innings of 
play, Fulton held a small 4-1 ad-
vantage over Warren-Stockton.  
Even when Adrianne Baker hit 
a sixth inning sacrifice fly to cut 
into the lead, Fulton responded 
by getting that run back in the 
bottom half.  

 Heading into the final in-
ning, Warren-Stockton trailed 

by a score of 5-2.  With just 
three outs remaining, the War-
hawks finally made something 
happen.  Johnson and Mada-
lynn Perry hit back-to-back 
singles to lead off the seventh.  
Eventually, Raiyn Dauphin tied 
the game when the hit a two-
run single to right field.  Baker 
and Mensendike would go on 
to drive in two more runs before 
the end of the inning. 

 Perry went on to shut things 
down in the bottom of the sev-
enth, securing a 7-5 victory for 
the Warhawks.  Perry pitched 
another complete game, allow-
ing five earned runs off 10 hits.  
She struck out six and walked 
four in the victory. 

 Mensendike led the way 
at the plate.  With three hits, 
Mensendike finished with two 
RBI in the victory.  Payton Gos-
wick went one for three with a 
walk and two runs scored.  Bak-
er finished with two RBI despite 
not recording a hit.  Dauphin 

went one for three with one run 
scored and two RBI in the win. 

 The Warhawks picked up 
another comeback victory 
when they faced off with the 
Eastland Cougars on Friday, 
May 2.  It wasn’t the best start 
for Warren-Stockton who found 
themselves trailing 2-0 after the 
first inning.  That two-run defi-
cit remained after four innings 
of play, as the game went score-
less after that. 

 It wasn’t until the top of the 
fifth inning that the Warhawks 
finally cracked the scoreboard.  
Baker had the big hit of the in-
ning as her double to center al-
lowed Maizy Fonseca to come 
into score.  Eventually Johnson 
brought Baker in as well, put-
ting Warren-Stockton up 3-2. 

 Once the Warhawks got the 
goose egg off the scoreboard, 
they had no trouble bring-
ing in runs.  They went on to 
score in the final three innings 
of the game, allowing them to 

run away with this one.  Baker 
crushed a two-run homer in the 
top of the sixth.  Then, Emam 
Janecke hit a two-run shot of 
her own as she put the War-
hawks up 7-2.  Baker brought 
another run in when she hit her 
third sacrifice fly in the top of 
the seventh.  

 Baker was perfect at the 
plate in this one.  She finished 
the day going four for four 
with two runs scored and four 
RBI as she led the way in an 
8-2 victory.  Janecke was next 

up, going two for four with one 
run scored and two RBI.  Gos-
wick went two for five with two 
runs scored in the leadoff spot.  
Perry was the winning pitch-
er, throwing another complete 
game with just two earned runs 
allowed. 

 The Warhawks return home 
on Thursday, May 8 to play 
host to the Galena Pirates.  On 
Friday, May 9 they are back at 
home to face off with the West 
Carroll Thunder.  Both games 
have start times of 4:30 p.m. 
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471012

Pat Brown Realty
Lena • 815-369-5599

395238

436721

Lena
815-369-2222
We will be open all day 

on Mother's Day

394921

Brandon’s 
Hardware & Rental

Lena • 815-369-5542

394935

Offenheiser Schwarz
Funeral Home

Pearl City

394937

Hartzell's
Warren • 815-745-3311

416879

240 W. Main St., Suite C, Lena
815-369-4747
www.bussianinsurance.com

395263

300 E. Main St.
Lena

815-291-2330
Call us for your real estate needs!

455057

Shopper's Guide
The Scoop Today

Wolf Hollow Golf Course
“Where Golf is a Breath of Fresh Air”
6546 N. Shippee Rd. • Lena • 815-369-5513

www.wolfhollowgolf.net

416650

455049

Shopper's Guide
The Scoop Today

From Your Top-Rated HVAC Pros | 855-499-HEAT | LoescherHVAC.com

Happy Mother’s Day

455024

Shopper's Guide
The Scoop Today

T H E

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions... Meeting Local Needs

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions... Meeting Local Needs

Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL • Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL • Hanover, IL • Hazel Green, WI
Darlington, WI • Galena, IL – First Community Bank

AppleRiverStateBank.com

Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL • Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL • Hanover, IL • Hazel Green, WI
Darlington, WI • Galena, IL – First Community Bank

AppleRiverStateBank.com

455058

Kempel Urish Construction, Inc.
Tony 815-541-0570
Jamie 815-541-0272

394932

Lena
815-369-4225

radersinsurance.com

394928
Stockton • 815-947-3216

Stockton 
Auto Supply

394926

Edler Plumbing
Lic. #058-112368

Lena • 815-369-4847

455028

Shopper's Guide
The Scoop Today

Stockton • 815-947-9040
www.sullivanrealty.com

R E A L T Y

TM

416877

Davis Lumber Company
224 S. Railroad

Scales Mound, IL
815-845-2262

436719

Shopper's Guide
The Scoop Today

3625 E. Woodbine St. • Stockton • 815-858-3803

Woodbine
Service Garage

436919

Shopper's Guide
The Scoop Today

308 E. Lena St., Lena
815-369-4569

Dan Harnish
Marvin Uecker Agency

455056

Shopper's Guide
The Scoop Today

Leamon Funeral Homes
Lena • Orangeville • Warren

815-369-4512

LENA    ORANGEVILLE    WARREN    WINSLOW
www.cbcommunitybank.com

LENA    ORANGEVILLE    WARREN    WINSLOW
www.cbcommunitybank.com

455025

394919

Shopper's Guide
The Scoop Today

395230

Stock Holders Saloon
Apple River • 815-594-2244

394930Lena • 815-369-4165

Pro Source
Electric and Automation Inc.

Happy
MOTHER'S 

DAY!815-580-3011
StatelineSolar.net
Located Downtown Lena!

471222

395234

• Lena •
815-369-2803

394933
Lena • 815-369-4527
My Friend's Closet Thrift Store

Spinhirne Transfer
815-275-4215

455127

Shopper's Guide
The Scoop Today 3949231013 16th Ave. • Monroe • 608-325-4464

436922

Shopper's Guide
The Scoop Today

Bowen Oil Company
and

Bowen Mini Marts
471221

815-369-4901
www.lenastatebank.com

471220

202 W. Main Street
Warren, IL

815-745-2148

204 Samuelson Dr.
Orangeville, IL
815-789-3366

Join these businesses in 
celebrating Mother’s Day
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Stop in for Mother’s Day 
In-Store Specials

We Deliver 

Local

a Bouquets & Corsages a Candles
a Beautiful Outdoor Plants & Hanging Baskets

a Garden Art a Giftware
a Fresh Floral Arrangements

a Mother’s Day Cards 
a Abdallah Chocolates

216 W. Main St. • Lena, IL • 815-369-5549

HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. • Sat. 8:30 a.m. - Noon
      Open Sat., May 10  8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m..

Devoefloral@yahoo.com

470951

471219

Pearl City 
Seamless Gutters, Inc.

815-291-6449
Happy Mother’s Day!

471402

Stacey Block
Lena

815-369-4581
Happy Mother’s Day!

471401 Stockton • 815-947-3963

471013

625 Country Lane Drive
Lena • 815-369-4035

471014

Stagecoach Trail Storage
Lena • 815-238-4501

We have reasonable rates 
on clean, secure units

Saunders Oil
& Propane

471218

Shopper's Guide
The Scoop Today

Warren • 815-745-2267

Happy Mother’s Day!

301 W. Pearl Rd.
Pearl City

815-443-9944
471403

Happy
Mother's Day

471217

Shopper's Guide
The Scoop Today

Scales Mound
815-845-2691

436921

Shopper's Guide
The Scoop Today

Elizabeth
815-858-9111

Join these businesses in celebrating Mother’s Day 471248

1013 16th Avenue
Monroe, WI

608-325-4464
Hours:  M-T 10-5; F 10-6, Sat  10-4

Remember Mom on Mother’s Day
with a Practical Gift!!

417002

• Smartwool Socks • Baggallini Purses •
• Hey Dude • Minnetonka Slippers •

And many other brands to choose from.

Warren-Stockton improves to 11-9 in 2025 baseball season
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 If there was ever a streaky 
team, it’s the 2025 War-
ren-Stockton Warhawks.  
After 20 games played, the 
Warhawks held an overall re-
cord of 11-9.  They have had 
winning streaks stretch as far 
as five games.  They have also 
suffered two separate three-
game losing streaks. 

 When the Warhawks are 
playing well, they have prov-
en they can compete with 
most teams.  So far, their 
biggest hurdle has been how 
they respond to the losses.  
When the Warhawks lose, 
they struggle to bounce back.  
As of May 5, Warren-Stock-

ton still hadn’t bounced back 
from an initial loss after just 
one game.  Three separate 
clusters of consecutive losses 
have plagued the Warhawks 
throughout the start of 2025.  

 Despite all of that, the War-
hawks still found themselves 
two games above five hundred 
in early May.  Largely due to 
a stretch of five games where 
the Warhawks combined to 
defeat their opponents 74-22.  
After dropping back-to-back 
games against River Ridge-
Scales Mound, the Warhawks 
rattled off another four-game 
winning streak.  This time, 
beating their opponents 62-
25.  

 The Warhawks went on to 

end the month of April with a 
three-game losing streak.  In 
those games, they scored just 
eight runs.  As they entered 
the month of May with a re-
cord of 10-8, the Warhawks 
opened the new month on a 
high note.  On Thursday, May 
1 they played host to the Ful-
ton Steamers.  

 Fulton had just beat War-
ren-Stockton 1-0 in the last 
game of April.  After that 
low-scoring affair, the War-
hawks were looking to get 
right when they returned 
home for the first game of 
May.  

 This late season victory 
wasn’t going to come easy 
for the Warhawks.  Fulton got 

off to a great start by scoring 
two runs in the top of the first 
inning.  Both runs were un-
earned, but the Cardinals still 
doubled their production from 
the last game.  

 Warren-Stockton also got 
off to a much better start than 
the last game.  Although they 
didn’t manage to even the 
score, the Warhawks still got 
on the board with one run in 
the bottom of the first.  

 Will Stietz settled in nice-
ly on the mound for War-
ren-Stockton.  In what was 
another low-scoring matchup, 
the Warhawks needed an ex-
cellent pitching performance 
from their starter.  Will gave 
them just that.  With Brady 

Stietz catching him behind 
home plate, Will locked in 
for seven complete innings 
of one-hit baseball.  The War-
hawk starter racked up twelve 
strikeouts, while walking just 
two in the game. 

 Will’s pitching gave the 
Warhawk bats plenty of time 
to get going.  In the fourth in-
ning, Will took a walk to set 
the Warhawks up for business.  
That’s when Treyton Pafford 
sent a two-run shot over the 
fence, putting Warren-Stock-
ton up 3-2.  That was the final 
lead change of the day.   The 
Warhawks tacked on an insur-
ance run in the sixth as they 
held on to win by a final score 
of 4-2.  

 Pafford led the way offen-
sively.  In a game that saw just 
six total hits from both teams 
combined, Pafford went two 
for three with a home run, a 
double, and three runs batted 
in.  Brady also tallied one RBI 
in the victory. 

 The Warhawks were unable 
to get a winning streak going 
this time.  On May 2, they 
faced a great matchup in the 
Eastland Cougars.  The game 
took extra innings to decide a 
winner, but Warren-Stockton 
fell by a final score of 3-4.  

 This Thursday, May 8 War-
ren-Stockton returns home to 
play host to the Galena Pi-
rates.  That game is set to be-
gin at 4:30 p.m. 

Lena-Winslow, Pearl City battle in NUIC baseball showdowns
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 The Lena-Winslow Pan-
thers and the Pearl City 
Wolves faced off in a couple 
of NUIC baseball matchups 
last week.  Both teams entered 
the week with double-digit 
win totals, making things that 
much more exciting.  

 After two games against 
each other, it’s still hard to 
separate these teams from 
one another.  Pearl City had 
the privilege of playing host 
to the Panthers in their first 
matchup on Tuesday, April 29.  
After closing out the month of 
April, these teams faced off in 
the first game of May with the 
Panthers hosting the Wolves 
on Thursday, May 1.  

 Despite being on the road, 
it was Lena-Winslow who 
dominated the first matchup.  
Pearl City did just as much to 

lose the game as the Panthers 
did to win it, however.  Bran-
don Hille, the Wolves’ starting 
pitcher, didn’t get much help 
from the defense behind him.  
In four and two third innings, 
Hille allowed just six hits and 
two walks.  That amounted to 
two earned runs coming in.  
The Pearl City defense com-
bined for five errors, which 
allowed seven unearned runs 
to score.  

 It was a recipe for disaster 
for the Wolves.  On the other 
side, Le-Win’s defense was 
perfect.  They had zero errors 
in a game where Luke Madi-
gan allowed just one hit from 
the mound.  Madigan struck 
out nine and walked just one 
as he became the winning 
pitcher that day.  

 Madigan also had the big 
hit at the plate.  In the top of 
the fourth, Madigan crushed 

a two-run homer to left field.  
That brought Miles Mahon 
into score after hitting an RBI 
single of his own.  The Pan-
thers scored six runs in the 
inning, all of which came with 
two outs.  Pearl City’s three 
errors in the inning proved to 
be fatal in the end. 

 Le-Win had just six hits as 
a team, but they won the game 
by a score of 10-0 in just five 
innings.  Madigan finished the 
day going two for three with 
one run scored and two RBI.  
Aiden Wild was two for three 

with a run scored.  Koby Ke-
arns finished the day one for 
three with two runs scored and 
one RBI.  Brycen Voegeli had 
the lone hit of the game for 
Pearl City.  

 The Wolves had to wait just 
48 hours before they got a shot 
at revenge over the Panthers.  
After getting blanked at home, 
the Wolves hit the reset button 
before making the trip to face 
off with Lena-Winslow.  What 
transpired was one of the best 
games of the 2025 season. 

 Both teams had the bats 

working from the start.  Pearl 
City immediately made sure 
they wouldn’t get shutout 
again when they scored in 
the very first inning.  After 
Kip Martens took a leadoff 
walk, Parker Allen and Myles 
Freedlund followed up with 
back-to-back singles.  Even-
tually, Hille hit into a fielder’s 
choice that allowed Martens to 
score the first run of the game.  

 Le-Win responded in a big 
way.  In the bottom half, both 
Mahon and Wild hit doubles.  
Maverick Cass followed up 

with an RBI single and very 
quickly, the Panthers had 
jumped out to a 3-1 advan-
tage. 

 Pearl City then scored three 
runs of their own in the top of 
the second.  Jacob Runkle hit 
a double of his own to get the 
rally started.  Freedlund got a 
unique RBI when he was hit 
by a pitch with the bases load-
ed.  Clayton Downs then hit 
into a sacrifice fly, which put 
the Wolves up 4-3. 

See ShowdownS, Page 13
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www.sullivansfoods.net Sullivan’s Foods | 103 W North Ave, Stockton | 815.947.3318 
Sullivan’s Foods | 201 Dodds Dr, Lena | 815.369.2311

Sullivan’s Foods | 703 N Elida St, Winnebago | 815.335.1501
OPEN 6AM TO 9PM  7 DAYS A WEEK

VELVET
VIOLET

BOUQUET

12.99
DOZEN
ROSES

14.99

MOTHERLY
LOVE

BOUQUET
Assorted Varieties

13.99

Mother’s Day Flowers 3 Day Sale! * Fri. May 9 thru Sun. May 11, 2025 * Not Available Online

Copyright © 2024 A2 Advertising, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Written permission is required before use. SullivansFoods_050725_PAGE 1

COLDWATER
LOBSTER 
TAILS
4 oz

6.99ea

USDA Choice

BEEF 
TENDERLOIN 
FILET
8 oz

10.99 ea

Like and Follow us on www.facebook.com/sullivansfoods | Check us out or order online at www.sullivansfoods.net | We reserve the right to limit quantities and correct printing errors. All items not available at all stores. 
Sullivan’s Foods has hired a company called Telecheck to process all checks written at our stores. Telecheck has set guidelines in place for processing checks.

Telecheck has a $300 limit for check writing with purchases. If you have an order larger than $300, you may need to pay any remaining balance by cash, credit, or debit card.

Prices Effective: Wednesday, May 7 thru Tuesday, May 13, 2025

IDAHO 
RUSSET 
POTATOES
3 lb bag

1.69

10/$10

Chobani 
YOGURT
Select Varieties 
5.3 oz

7.99

Starbucks 
COFFEE
Select Varieties 
3.17 - 32 oz or 10 ct

2.99

Krusteaz 
PANCAKE, 
WAFFLE OR 
MUFFIN MIX 
Select Varieties 
17.1 - 32 oz

3.59

Village Hearth 
COTTAGE 
BREAD 
White or 
Sour Dough 
24 oz

3.99

Sister Schubert’s 
YEAST OR 
DINNER ROLLS 
10 ct or 10 oz

3.99

Farm Rich 
FRENCH 
TOAST STICKS 
Select Varieties 
12 oz

3.49

Mr. Dell’s 
HASHBROWNS
Select Varieties 
24 - 32 oz

2.69lb

Sullivans Signature 
Fresh Made 
BULK 
BREAKFAST 
SAUSAGE

3.49lb

Sullivan’s Signature 
BREAKFAST 
SAUSAGE 
PORK 
BURGERS

8.99

Daily’s 
SLICED STACK 
PACK BACON 
Hickory or 
Applewood 
24 oz

2/$7

Bob Evans 
BREAKFAST 
SAUSAGE 
Select Varieties 
12 - 16 oz

3.29

Bakery 
MINI 
CINNAMON 
ROLLS 
8 ct

99¢
ea

Tropical 
MANGOS

BREAKFAST FOR MOMBREAKFAST FOR MOM
10/$10

Dannon Light + Fit, 
Oikos, Yocrunch 
or Too Good 
GREEK 
YOGURT 
Select Varieties 
4.5-7 oz

SURF
n

TURF

IDAHO
RUSSET

VELVET
VIOLET

BOUQUET

12.99
DOZEN
ROSES

14.99

MOTHERLY
LOVE

BOUQUET
Assorted Varieties

13.99

Mother’s Day Flowers 3 Day Sale! * Fri. May 9 thru Sun. May 11, 2025 * Not Available Online

Copyright © 2024 A2 Advertising, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Written permission is required before use. SullivansFoods_050725_PAGE 1

COLDWATER
LOBSTER 
TAILS
4 oz

6.99ea

USDA Choice

BEEF 
TENDERLOIN 
FILET
8 oz

10.99 ea

Like and Follow us on www.facebook.com/sullivansfoods | Check us out or order online at www.sullivansfoods.net | We reserve the right to limit quantities and correct printing errors. All items not available at all stores. 
Sullivan’s Foods has hired a company called Telecheck to process all checks written at our stores. Telecheck has set guidelines in place for processing checks.

Telecheck has a $300 limit for check writing with purchases. If you have an order larger than $300, you may need to pay any remaining balance by cash, credit, or debit card.

Prices Effective: Wednesday, May 7 thru Tuesday, May 13, 2025

IDAHO 
RUSSET 
POTATOES
3 lb bag

1.69

10/$10

Chobani 
YOGURT
Select Varieties 
5.3 oz

7.99

Starbucks 
COFFEE
Select Varieties 
3.17 - 32 oz or 10 ct

2.99

Krusteaz 
PANCAKE, 
WAFFLE OR 
MUFFIN MIX 
Select Varieties 
17.1 - 32 oz

3.59

Village Hearth 
COTTAGE 
BREAD 
White or 
Sour Dough 
24 oz

3.99

Sister Schubert’s 
YEAST OR 
DINNER ROLLS 
10 ct or 10 oz

3.99

Farm Rich 
FRENCH 
TOAST STICKS 
Select Varieties 
12 oz

3.49

Mr. Dell’s 
HASHBROWNS
Select Varieties 
24 - 32 oz

2.69lb

Sullivans Signature 
Fresh Made 
BULK 
BREAKFAST 
SAUSAGE

3.49lb

Sullivan’s Signature 
BREAKFAST 
SAUSAGE 
PORK 
BURGERS

8.99

Daily’s 
SLICED STACK 
PACK BACON 
Hickory or 
Applewood 
24 oz

2/$7

Bob Evans 
BREAKFAST 
SAUSAGE 
Select Varieties 
12 - 16 oz

3.29

Bakery 
MINI 
CINNAMON 
ROLLS 
8 ct

99¢
ea

Tropical 
MANGOS

BREAKFAST FOR MOMBREAKFAST FOR MOM
10/$10

Dannon Light + Fit, 
Oikos, Yocrunch 
or Too Good 
GREEK 
YOGURT 
Select Varieties 
4.5-7 oz

SURF
n

TURF

IDAHO
RUSSET

CALL YOUR 
STORE TO ORDER.

Fillings, Photos, 
and Custom Work 
Available for Extra 

Charge. 
Graduation  

specials effective 
thru June 30, 

2025.

Graduation  
Combo Packages

Luncheon & Decorated Cake 

Graduation 
Bakery Packages
Cake, Cookies, & Cupcakes  

GRADUATION TIME!

Pick the one or two colors 
to make it your own.

Single Personal  
Graduation Cake

$72.99$72.99
Includes: Floral Spray, Cap, and Diploma 

Choice of White, Chocolate, or Marble Full 
Sheet | Serves up to 80

Graduation Sheet Cake
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Prices Effective: Wednesday, May 7 thru Tuesday, May 13, 2025

PACKAGED MEATPACKAGED MEAT

FRESH MEATFRESH MEAT

US Govt Insp
BONELESS 
BUTTERFLY
PORK CHOPS
Family Pack

2.88lb

US Grade A 
WHOLE 
CUT UP 
CHICKEN

1.88lb

US Govt Insp 
BONELESS 
PORK 
CUTLETS

3.49lb

Sullivan’s Signature 
EXTRA LEAN 
GROUND BEEF 
CHUCK 
3 lbs or More 

4.99lb

5.99 lb

Certified Angus Beef ® brand

BONELESS 
CHUCK ROAST 

OR STEAKS

Sulllivan’s Signature 
BACON CHEDDAR 
ONION COWBOY 
BURGERS

5.99lb

A
GRILLING
FAVORITE!

FIRE
UP THE

SMOKER!

Oscar Mayer 
ECONOMY 
LUNCHMEATS 
Select Varieties 
16 oz

2.99

Bar S 
SMOKED 
SAUSAGE 
Select Varieties 
40 oz

5.99
Smithfield 
PRIME FRESH 
SLICED HAM, 
TURKEY, SALAMI 
LUNCHMEAT 
Select Varieties 
7 - 8 oz

2/$6

Ball Park 
MEAT 
FRANKS 
Select Varieties 
15 oz

2/$4
Ball Park 
BEEF 
FRANKS 
Original 
or Bun Size 
15 oz

4.99

Wholey 
FROZEN 
COOKED 
SHRIMP 
31-40 ct, 1 lb bag

6.99

Johnsonville 
FRESH OR 
FULLY COOKED 
BREAKFAST 
SAUSAGE 
Select Varieties 
9.6 - 12 oz

3.99
Johnsonville 
GROUND 
PORK 
Select Varieties 
16 oz

3.99

Wholey 
FROZEN RAW 
EZ PEEL 
GRILLING 
SHRIMP 
8-12 ct 1 lb bag

7.99

BIG 
&

MEATY!

Jimmy Dean 
SLICED BACON 
Hickory Smoked 
or Applewood 
12 oz

3.59
Oscar Mayer 
BASIC 
LUNCHABLES 
Select Varieties 
5 Pack
16 - 17.5 oz

7.49

Oscar Mayer 
VALUE 
LUNCHABLES 
Select Varieties 
1.3 - 1.9 oz

4/$5

Oscar Mayer 
TURKEY 
BACON 
12 oz

3.99

Bob Evans 
SAUSAGE 
PATTIES 
Mild or Hot 
40 oz

9.99

Mowi 
FRESH SALMON 
PORTIONS FOR 
TWO 
Original or 
Tuscan Herb 
10 oz

8.99

Mowi 
FRESH SALMON 
SINGLE 
PORTION 
SERVINGS 
Fresh or Garlic 
Butter 
6 oz 

$5

Cacique 
CHORIZO 
Select Varieties 
9 oz

4/$5

Cacique 
QUESO 
FRESCO 
10 oz

2.99

Carando 
BRATWURST, 
ITALIAN 
SAUSAGE, OR 
MEATBALLS 
Select Varieties 
16 - 19 oz

3.99

State Fair 
CORN DOGS 
Original or Beef 
32 - 42 oz

9.99

Cacique 
CREMA AGRIA, 
MEXICANA, 
SALVADORENA 
15 oz

2/$7
SullivansFoods_050725_PAGE 2
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Prices Effective: Wednesday, May 7 thru Tuesday, May 13, 2025

MOTHERS DAY 
LAYER CAKE
Chocolate or White
8 inch round

7.99

Cake of the Week

Atlantic Brand 
CHEESECAKE 
SAMPLER 
32 oz

15.99

Kretschmar Brand  
VIRGINIA 
HAM
Smoked or Honey  
Sliced to Order

6.79 lb

Kretschmar 
Brand  
COLBY 
CHEESE
Sliced to Order

6.79 lb

COOKIES 
& CREAM
FLUFF

4.99 lb
LOADED BAKED 
POTATO SALAD

4.29 lb
Deli Fresh
8 PIECE
FRIED CHICKEN
2 Each: Breast, 
Thigh, Leg, Wing

10.99

Sullivan’s Signature 
EXTRA LEAN
GROUND BEEF
CHUCK
3 lbs or More 

Bakery 
MINI 
CINNAMON 
ROLLS 
8 ct

3.29

Bakery Fresh 
ICED 
CUPCAKES 
Chocolate or Yellow 
6 ct

3.99

Fresh Baked 
BRAT BUNS 
6 ct

2.29

BAKERYBAKERY

DELIDELI
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471252

By Victoria Hansen
 As the weather is warming up 

and people are spending more time 
outside it is important to follow 
sun safety practices. May is Skin 
Cancer Awareness Month. Agri-
cultural workers are at the top of 
the list of candidates for the most 
at-risk groups for skin cancer due 
to their daily exposure to the sun 
while working outdoors. It’s cru-
cial for farmers and agricultural 
community members to prioritize 
sun safety. Use the social media 
graphics provided below to spread 
awareness and remind everyone to 
take necessary precautions under 
the sun! 

Fair books available 
Stephenson County Farm Bu-

reau has Fair Books for the 2025 
fair at our office. Books are avail-
able for pickup Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Save 
the Date for this year’s fair July 22 
through July 26, 2025.  New this 
year, daily admission now includes 
grandstand access! To learn more 
visit www.stephensoncountyfair.
org.  

Roots and Shoots Grants
 The Stephenson County Farm 

Bureau Foundation is now accept-
ing applications for our “Roots 
and Shoots Apprentice/Internship 

Grants”. While Bruce Johnson 
was the Manager of the Stephen-
son County Farm Bureau, he es-
tablished the Roots and Shoots 
Program.  The goal of Roots and 
Shoots is to encourage Stephenson 
County youth to explore job oppor-
tunities within our community and 
the agriculture industry. As part 
of this we are offering a matching 
grant for Agriculture-related busi-
nesses who employ high school 
students or college students. 

 More information along with an 
application is available at www.
stephensoncfb.org under “news” 
tab or by emailing manager@ste-
phensoncfb.org. Funding can be 

used for intern/apprentice salaries, 
mileage, employee materials, etc. 
Applications are due on or before 
the end of day on June 13, 2025.

Trip Feature Fair Oaks Farm
The Stephenson and Carroll 

County Farm Bureaus are excited 
to announce we will be traveling to 
Fair Oaks, Indiana to explore their 
Dairy, Pig and Crop Adventure. We 
will enjoy a guided tour then have 
time for you to explore on your 
own. This trip will take place on 
Friday, June 20. Days agenda: 

6:30 a.m.: Depart Carroll Coun-
ty Farm Bureau

7 a.m.: Depart Freeport Walmart

10:30 a.m.: Arrive at Fair Oaks 
Dairy Farm

4 p.m.: Depart for Home
6 p.m. Dinner on the way home
8 p.m.: Tentatively arrive at 

Freeport Walmart
8:30 p.m.: Tentatively arrive at 

Carroll County Farm Bureau 
 Trip cost includes tour admis-

sions, transportation, all tips and 
gratuities, water on the bus. Dinner 
and lunch are at your own expense. 
Farm Bureau member price is $85 
and non-member price $105. To 
register please call the Farm Bu-
reau where you’d like to be picked 
up at: Carroll 815-244-3001 and 
Stephenson 815-232-3186.

Stephenson and Carroll County Farm Bureau news

Illinois’
business

is YOUR
business 44

77
35

Brought to you by Rock Valley Publishing and the Illinois Press Association

To know more, read public notices 
in today’s newspaper or go to
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Stockton Town Garage Sales
Listings and map to run in Shopper’s Guide 

 Scoop Today’s June 11th Issue

471529

Include

Sign Up Now To Register

To Be Held  Friday, June 13 &
             Saturday, June 14

One word per block for up to 40 words

1) Email filled out form to lenaads@rvpublishing.com
Include phone number for contacting for pre-payment

or
2) Call Cyndee Stiefel directly at 815-745-3730 

with information and pre-payment
or

3) Mail form and payment to: Rock Valley Publishing, LLC, 
1102 Ann Street, Delavan, WI 53115 

by Monday, May 26

Deadline to sign up is Monday, May 26!
Please Sign Up EARLY. Early Registration is Appreciated!!

Name _____________________

Address ___________________

Garage sale dates ___________

Garage sale times ___________

Phone _____________________

$15.00 

FOR UP TO 40 WORDS

including address, 

dates & times.

MUST BE PREPAID!

Lady Broncos extend winning streak to nine
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 The Orangeville Broncos 
have started to heat up on the 
softball diamond.  After getting 
off to a 10-4 start to the 2025 
season, the Broncos rattled 
off nine consecutive victories.  
That includes four victories that 
came during a very busy week 
for Orangeville.  With four 
games in as many days, the 
Broncos were put to the test last 
week. 

 Orangeville entered the 
week with a record of 15-4.  
They were coming off an ex-
cellent 6-4 road victory over 
the Lena-Winslow Panthers the 

week prior.  On Monday, April 
28 they played host to the Ga-
lena Pirates.  Coming in at 12-
3, Galena made for an exciting 
matchup for the red-hot Bron-
cos. 

 Orangeville took control 
of the Monday matchup early 
on.  They scored the game’s 
first run when Abigail Hazzard 
singled up the middle, driving 
in Addyson Wheeler to score.  
Hazzard would round the bases 
thanks to some wild pitching.  
Eventually, a passed ball al-
lowed Hazzard to reach home 
safely, giving the Broncos a 2-0 
lead in the first. 

 Galena struggled to get much 

of anything going.  Wheeler 
was on the mound for the Bron-
cos, and she nearly pitched a 
complete game shutout.  After 
throwing six scoreless innings, 
Wheeler was unable to put the 
Pirates away in the seventh.  
A home run, two walks, and a 
single had the Pirates threaten-
ing in the final inning.  Galena 
brought four runs across, but 
Rylie Scheuerell managed to 
close out the game for a 6-4 
victory for Orangeville. 

 Wheeler got the win from 
the circle.  In six innings 
pitched, Wheeler allowed four 
earned runs, three hits, and five 
walks.  She struck out four in 
the game.  At the plate, Oran-
geville had just six hits.  Anic-
ka Kraft had two of those hits 
as she finished with one run 
scored in the win.

 The very next day, the Bron-
cos were back at home to play 
against the Forreston Cardinals.  
Coming in at just 3-18, Forres-

ton has struggled throughout 
most of the 2025 season.  Those 
struggles continued when they 
lost 11-1 to Orangeville on 
April 29. 

 The Broncos racked up 10 
hits in the win, led by Haz-
zard’s two-hit performance.  
Hazzard wound up going two 
for three with one run scored 
and two RBI.  Jillian Carlisle 
was equally impressive, going 
two for three with two runs 
scored and one RBI.  Jada Reed 
was one for two with a walk, 
two runs scored, and one RBI 
in the victory. 

 There was no time for rest 
for the Broncos.  They closed 
out the month of April with a 
road game against the Eastland 
Cougars.  Thanks to some late 
offensive production, the Bron-
cos managed to run away with 
this one. 

 After three innings of play, 
the Broncos and Cougars 
were tied 1-1.  That’s when 

the Bronco bats came to life 
as they opened the inning with 
three consecutive singles from 
Carlisle, Reed, and Lily Rode-
baugh.  Carlisle scored on 
Rodebaugh’s single through 
the left side, putting the Bron-
cos up by one.  Some savvy 
baserunning then allowed an-
other run to come across as 
Reed and Rodebaugh advanced 
on a double steal.  Later on, 
with two outs, Wheeler singled 
up the middle, driving in a run 
and putting Orangeville up 4-1. 

 Heading into the top of the 
sixth, Orangeville’s lead was 
just 4-2.  The Broncos would 
score two runs in both the sixth 
and seventh innings, which 
helped them pull away for an 
8-2 victory.  Reed and Carlisle 
led the way offensively as the 
duo combined for six hits in the 
game.  Rodebaugh was produc-
tive, going two for four with 
one run scored and three RBI.  
Kylie Wolve also had two hits 

as Orangeville combined for 15 
as a team.  

 The Broncos wrapped up 
their four-games in four-days 
stretch with another road game.  
On Thursday, May 1 they 
opened the new month with 
their second matchup against 
the Forreston Cardinals.  They 
proved that the first game was 
no fluke, beating the Cardinals 
11-2 in Forreston.  

 Scheuerell had an excellent 
pitching performance against 
Forreston.  Scheuerell tossed a 
complete game with just one 
earned run allowed.  Scheuerell 
managed to pitch her way out of 
trouble more than once.  In her 
seven innings, she allowed 10 
hits.  Despite that, Scheuerell 
racked up 10 strikeouts, which 
kept Forreston off the board. 

 On Thursday, May 8 the 
Broncos are at home as they 
play against South Beloit.  That 
game is scheduled to start at 
4:30 p.m.

 The lead didn’t last.  Le-
Win responded with another 
two runs in the second in-
ning.  After just two innings 
of play, there had already 
been four lead changes, and 
the Panthers were up 5-4.  

 It was back and forth 
from start to finish.  The 
score remained 5-4 after five 
innings of play.  Pearl City 
finally evened things up with 
a run in the top of the sixth, 
but once again, Le-Win re-
sponded by regaining the 
lead in the bottom half.  

 It wasn’t until the top of 
the seventh that the Wolves 
finally managed to separate 
themselves from the Pan-
thers.  Le-Win had just about 
everything go wrong in 
the late stages of the game.  
With Kearns on the mound, 
he had two walks and hit an-
other batter.  That helped set 
the Wolves up for business.  
Downs had the big hit of the 
game as his two-run double 
to left tied the game 7-7 in 
the final inning.  Hille fol-
lowed up with an RBI single.  

 Heading into the bottom 
of the seventh, Pearl City 
held a slim 9-7 lead over the 

Panthers.  Up to that point, 
Le-Win had scored in the 
bottom half of every inning 
that Pearl City scored in the 
top half.  If the Wolves’ four-
run seventh was any indica-
tion, the Panther offense was 
about to rally once again. 

 Le-Win was in a position 
to do just that.  With Wild 
and Jaden Schubert hitting 
singles and Cass taking a 
walk, the Panthers had the 
bases loaded and no outs.  
They say pressure creates 
diamonds, and Freedlund 
shined under pressure.  With 
no outs and the bases load-
ed, Freedlund struck out 
three consecutive Panthers 
to secure the 9-7 win for the 
Wolves. 

 With the win, the Wolves 
improved to 12-8 on the sea-
son.  Le-Win went on to beat 
West Carroll in their next 
matchup, which improved 
their record to 15-6-1 on the 
year.  On Thursday, May 9 
the Panthers travel to take 
on the Du-Pec Rivermen.  
Pearl City is also in action 
that night as they play host 
to Forreston.  Both games 
have a start time of 4:30 p.m.  

•	Showdowns		 (Continued from page 11)

423968
The Scoop and Shopper’s Guide

FREELANCE REPORTERS
AND PHOTOGRAPHERS

NEEDED
Rock Valley Publishing is seeking freelance 
reporters and photographers to produce 
local news and photos for your hometown 
newspaper. Weekly stories and photos 
needed for Jo Daviess and Stephenson 
Counties. Writing and reporting experience 
a plus. Work from home as an independent 
contractor with no in-office requirement.

PLEASE EMAIL RESUME TO:
scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
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Lena Townwide Garage Sales

Friday, May 9 • 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Saturday, May 10 • 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
470123

470973

215 E. Palm
May 9 • 8- 5

May 10 • 8 - 1

Keyboard, tools, tool 
boxes, electric sawzall, 

reclining shampoo 
chair, HP printer, men’s, 

women’s, girl’s 10-14 
clothes, kid’s Halloween 

costumes, toys, misc. 
household items, much 

more.

471052

212 East Railroad St.
Thursday  8:30 - 5

Friday  8:30 - 5
Saturday  8:30 - 3

MULTI FAMILY SALE!
Clothes - girls, boys 

and adults - ALL 
SIZES. Toys, Bikes, 

Household and decor.
MUCH, MUCH MORE!

470965

207 William St.
Friday 7:30 - 4:30

Saturday 7:30 - noon
Stainless steel refrigerator, 
matching dishwasher, small 
upright freezer, outdoor grill, 
Star Wars trilogy, Die Hard 

trilogy, Little Mermaid, Bambi, 
Aladdin, Lion King VHS tapes, 

1959 original Barbie with 
accessories, Farmall collectible 

tractors in original cases, 
antiques, dishes, clothes, and 

much, much more.

470956

107 W. Townline Rd.
May 8 to May 10
8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Clothes (Junior, XL and 
Plus sizes), movies, 

books, collectibles, men’s 
clothes, women’s shoes, 
housewares, sheets and 

linens.

470974

714 S. Schuyler St.
May 8 - 10

9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Moving attic cleaning sale. 

All types holiday decorations, 
furniture, dishes, toys, 
bedding, clothes, old 

coloring books, kid’s books, 
hamster cages, dog cages, 

ceramics, slot machine, 
hand made baby cradle, 

bathroom cabinet and much 
miscellaneous items.

470981

6318 N. Lake Road
Friday  9-5

Saturday  9-3
So many items. 1980’s 

toys and games, dishes, 
linens, household 

items, clothes, vintage 
tablecloths, furniture, 

daybed, crafts, holiday 
decorations, office 

supplies, glassware.
Something for everyone!

470963

223 E. Palm Dr.
May 9 • 8 - 5
May 10 • 8 - 2

This sale is a crafter’s 
dream. Selling a 

basement full of DIY 
crafting supplies. If you 

are a crafter - you need to 
stop here!

Also some household 
items.

470955

715 Maple St.
Friday, May 9
8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Home decor, bedding, 
books, kid’s bicycles, 

boy’s clothing (size 4-6), 
girl’s clothing (size 8-10), 

boy’s husky (12-16), 
winter coats, housewares, 

and much, much more.

470975

326 E. Lena St.
May 9 & 10

8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Canning jars in different 

sizes, indoor and 
outdoor decor, women’s 
clothing, knick knacks, 
women’s leather coats 
for motorcycle riding, 

women’s leather chaps, 
items for dogs, outdoor 

lights, flower beds, decor.

470980

403 S. Schuyler St.
Thursday, May 8

8 a.m. - ????
Downsizing! Cleaning 

out deep  cupboards and 
corners. LOTS of treasures 

and antiques. Many gift 
possibilities! New handmade 
kitchen linens, sets of hand 

embroidered heirloom-worthy 
floursack towels, engraved 
garden rocks by the Peace 

Plaza Artisan. Starts 
Thursday May 8!!!

470961

728 S. Schuyler St.
Friday 8 - 5

Saturday 8 - 4
LARGE MULTI-FAMILY 
SALE! Maternity, infant, 

children and adult clothing; 
infant accessories; toys, 
games; movies; rookie 
baseball cards; books; 

household; collectibles; truck 
cabinet and hubcaps; farm 

primitives; vintage items; bike 
rack; shop supplies; much 

misc.

470954

212 Palm Drive
Friday and Saturday

8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Full size comforter set, 
mattress pad covers, 

large women’s scrub sets, 
prom and homecoming 
dresses, sandals, men’s 
and ladies clothes, Le-

Win apparel, graduation 
party supplies.

470976

215 W. Lena St.
Friday & Saturday

9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
New kitchen appliances, 

Oster, grinder, waffle maker, 
griddle, electric double 

burner, Kitchen Aid stand 
mixer, New tools, scroll saw, 
Rockwell  Bladerunner, air 

compressor, garden seeder, 
rain barrel, office supplies, 
folders, paper, music cd’s, 

LP’s, TV tables, tripod, 
suitcases, landscape lights.

470121

M.O.M. Group
720 N. Freedom St.

May 9 & 10
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Large multi family garage 
sale. Proceeds support 

M.O.M. Group.

470959

514 W. Fairway Dr.
Thursday 8-5

Friday 8-5
Saturday 8-noon
Girl’s clothing 2T - 14, 
instant pot, cookbooks, 
back booster seat, high 

chair, exer-saucer, stroller, 
baby swing, baby bath 
tub, 2 girl’s scooters, 2 

bikes, misc. items.

470977

307 S. Freedom St.
May 8, 9 & 10
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Baby clean out! 
Highchair, strollers, 

glider, swing, girl clothes, 
women’s maternity, toys, 
housewares. So much 

good stuff.
Come check it out!

470970

303 S. Freedom St.
Friday 8 - 6

Saturday 8 - 3

Couch, newer small kitchen 
table with 4 chairs, end 

tables, boys and girls clothes 
size 6 and up, women’s 

small-XL, men’s small-XL, 
glassware of all kinds, old 

light fixtures, Red Wing, Hull, 
Haegar, much, much more.

470958

8707 W. Dameier Rd.
May 9 and May 10

9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
HUGE Garage Sale!
Household items, old 
items, shoes, purses, 

DVD’s, toys, desk, 
lamps, bar stools, wood 
shelves, small rocking 
chairs, something for 

everyone.
REASONABLE.

470401

518 W. Fairway
Thursday, Friday & 
Saturday 8 a.m. - ??

Huge multiple family. Vintage 
toys, dishes, Barbies, 

toy box, jewelry, purses, 
stereoscope, housewares, 

end tables, Beanies, puzzles, 
games, afghans, crafts, 

Fisher Price Western Town, 
Jim Shore, dolls, pack and 
play. Too much to mention!

470967

501 Maple
May 8 • 8 - 3
May 9 • 8 - 4

May 10 • 8 - 12
Multi-family; clothes: 

mens, womens, children; 
toys; household items; 

tools; crafts; other 
miscellaneous.

470957

403 Grove St.
May 9 and May 10

8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Baby clothes, toys, 
swings and bouncers, 

women’s clothes, baskets, 
glassware, plants, 

books, movies, shoes, 
kitchenware, crochet 

items, furniture and more.
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Friday, May 9
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Saturday, May 10
8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Lena Townwide Garage Sales
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Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

Nick Judge • 815-990-8937
www.sixpointservices.com

Residential and 
Commercial

Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning

Window Washing
Holiday Lighting

Fully insured
413671

Service CornerThe Scoop Today & 
Shopper’s Guide

471522

385630

240 W. Main St., Suite C • Lena, IL
Call for a quote • 815-369-4747

PRICE • COVERAGE • SERVICE

Gretchen
Rackow

Joe
Werhane

• Auto • Motorcycle • Boat • 

• Snowmobile • RV •

• Home • Renters • 

• Condo • Rented Dwelling •  

• Mobile Home •

• Business • Farm • Life • 

www.bussianinsurance.com

Power Walk Mowers, Residential, 
Heavy Duty Residential 

and Commercial Zeroturns

10240 N. Old Mill Rd. • McConnell, IL 61050
815-541-3348 • heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

0%  Interest 
Financing 
Options 
available

Your local Toro Dealer & Master Service Center

395223

Rose 
Handyman 

Service
We Do
It All

No job too small

815-990-0095

462286
DeVoe 

License 
& Title 
Service

Call for Appointment
Mon-Fri 

10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Saturday

10 a.m. - noon

216 W. Main • Lena
815-369-5549

368916

From Lena’s Kitchen

 We have had some beauti-
ful warm weather but are still 
waiting for more rain.  I heard 
on the weather report that our 
little corner of the world is 
classified as a drought area.  
Even if we get several inches 
of rain, we will be classified 
as a drought area.  Hopeful-
ly we will get some rain and 
not storms.  I know that the 
seeds in the ground need some 
moisture to grow.  We are get-
ting ready to celebrate Moth-
er’s Day.  This week we have 
some recipes that are great for 
spring cooking.  Have a great 
week trying them out.

Lasagna Dip
 This unusual dip is not 

hard, but it does take a little 
planning.  The noodles are 
deep fried and add a little 
crunch to the dip.  The dip is 
served with unusual chips.

6 uncooked lasagna noo-
dles

2 T. grated Parmesan cheese
2 T. Italian seasoning
½ t. garlic powder

Oil for deep fat frying
Dip:
½ lb. bulk Italian sausage
2 C. whole milk ricotta 

cheese
1 C. spaghetti sauce
2 garlic cloves, minced
1 t. dried basil
1 t. dried oregano
½ t. salt
½ t. pepper
½ C. shredded Italian blend 

cheese
 Cook lasagna noodles ac-

cording to package directions; 
drain.  Cut noodles into 2-inch 
pieces and prick each piece 
several times with a fork.  
Mix Parmesan cheese, Italian 
seasoning and garlic powder.  
In a deep fryer or electric skil-
let, heat oil to 375.  Fry noo-
dles in batches 1 to 2 minutes 
or until golden brown, turning 
once.  Drain on paper towels.  
Immediately sprinkle with 
cheese mixture.

 Dip:  In a large skillet, cook 
sausage over medium heat, 4 
to 6 minutes or until no longer 
pink, breaking into fine crum-
bles.  Stir in ricotta, spaghetti 
sauce, garlic and seasonings; 
bring to a boil.  Reduce heat; 
simmer, uncovered, 5 minutes 
or until slightly thickened, 
stirring occasionally.  Trans-
fer to a 1 qt. microwave dish.  
Sprinkle with Italian cheese.  
Microwave, covered on high 
for 45 to 60 seconds or until 
cheese is melted.  Serve with 
lasagna chips.

Lasagna Chips
6 lasagna noodles
¼ C. finely grated Parme-

san cheese
2 T. olive oil
2 cloves, garlic, minced
1 T. Italian seasoning
¼ t. salt
¼ t. pepper
 Preheat oven to 375.  In 

a large pot of boiling salted 
water, cook noodles for 8 to 
10 minutes or until al dente.  
Drain and let cool in a single 
layer on a baking sheet.  Cut 
noodles into bite size pieces; 
toss with Parmesan, olive oil, 
garlic, Italian seasoning, salt 
and pepper.  Line a baking 
sheet with parchment paper.  
Spread noodle pieces in a sin-
gle layer on sheet and bake 
for 20 to 25 minutes or until 
crisp.  Let cool before serving 
with the Lasagna Dip.

Spring Green 
Vegetable Salad

The dressing on this re-
freshing green vegetable salad 
gives it great flavoring.  The 
addition to red onion, grape 
tomatoes, cukes, and radishes 
gives it just the right crunch.  
Many cooking shows are put-
ting onions in ice water or hot 
water to take the bite out of 
them and make them sweet-
er.  You can substitute the 
sunflower seed with pumpkin 
seeds if you like the taste bet-
ter.

Dressing:
6 T. balsamic vinegar
4 T. fresh squeezed lemon 

juice
2 cloves garlic, peeled and 

minced
2 t. salt
1 t. pepper
½ C. extra virgin olive oil

Salad:
1 red onion, thinly sliced
2 pkg. spring mix salad 

greens (5 oz. each)
2 C. grape tomatoes, cut in 

half
2 medium cucumbers, 

peeled and thinly sliced
6 radishes, thinly sliced
1 C. sunflower seeds
1 C. almonds
1 C. Gouda cheese
 Mix together all the salad 

ingredients in a bowl.  Place 
sliced red onion in a bowl 
with hot tap water and let sit 
for 5 minutes.  Drain and pat 
dry.  In a large salad bowl, 
place spring mix, grape to-
matoes, cucumber slices and 
red onion slices.  Drizzle with 
the dressing and toss gently 
coating all ingredients.  Sprin-
kle with sunflower seeds, al-
monds, and Gouda cheese.

Chicken Salad 
Baskets

These unique baskets pres-
ent chicken salad in just the 
right size for an afternoon 
tea, a nice appetizer, or a lun-
cheon addition.  Use rotisserie 

chicken as a shortcut.  If you 
want to substitute dried cran-
berries and halved red grapes 
for the mushrooms or apples 
or add them in, they would 
make for added flavor.  You 
can use white or wheat bread 
for the baskets.  These are fun 
and pretty too.

1 C. diced cooked chicken
3 bacon strips, cooked and 

crumbled
1/3 C. chopped mushrooms
2 T. chopped pecans
2 T. diced peeled apple
¼ C. mayonnaise
1/8 t. salt
Dash pepper
20 slices bread
6 T. butter, melted
2 t. minced parsley
 In a small bowl, combine 

the chicken, bacon, mush-
rooms, pecans, and apples.  
Combine mayo, salt, and 
pepper in a larger bowl; add 
chicken mixture and stir to 
coat.  Refrigerate until serv-
ing.

 Preheat oven to 350.  Cut 
each slice of bread with a 
3-inch round cookie cutter;  
brush both sides with but-
ter.  Press into an ungreased 
mini muffin cup.  Bake until 
golden brown and crisp, 11 to 
13 minutes.  Cool 3 minutes 
before removing from muffin 
tins.  Cool completely on wire 
racks.  Spoon 1 T. chicken 
mixture into each breadbas-
ket.  Cover and refrigerate for 
2 hours.  Just before serving, 

garnish with parsley.

Swiss Steak Skillet 
Style

 Round steak is generally a 
cheaper cut of meat and often 
on sale.  If you brown it and 
cook it low and slow, it be-
comes a meat that is so tender 
it melts in your mouth.  The 
tarragon adds additional fla-
vor, and the sauce becomes 
a great gravy.  Serve it with 
mashed potatoes or noodles, 
and it is good enough for 
company without breaking 
the bank.

8 bacon strips
2 lbs. round steal, ¾ inch 

thick
2 C. sliced fresh mush-

rooms
1 can (14½ oz.) diced toma-

toes, undrained
½ C. chopped onion
1 t. dried tarragon
2 T. cornstarch
2 T. water
1 C. heavy whipping cream
Minced parsley
 Preheat oven to 325.  In a 

large cast-iron or ovenproof 
skillet, cook bacon over medi-
um heat until crisp.  Remove 
and place on a paper towel 
to drain, reserving ¼ C. drip-
pings.  Crumble bacon and set 
aside.

 Trim beef into serving-size 
pieces.  Brown on both sides 

The not so skinny cook

See kitchen, Page 20
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STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT STEPHENSON 
COUNTY-IN PROBATE

In Re the Matter of the 
Estate of: 
MICHELLE A. KAVRAN, 
    Deceased.

No. 25-PR-34
NOTICE FOR 

PUBLICATION - 
CLAIMS

Notice is given of the 
death of Michelle A. Ka-
vran, of Freeport, Illinois. 
Letters of Office were is-
sued on April 11, 2025, to:

Michael A. Kavran
2336 E. Maize Rd.
Freeport, IL 61032

as independent Adminis-
trator of the Estate of Mi-
chelle A. Kavran, whose 
attorney is

Anthony V. Coon
Attorney At law

10 N. Galena Ave.,
Ste. 210

Freeport, Illinois 61032
The estate will be ad-

ministered without Court 
supervision unless, under 
Section 28.4 of the Probate 
Act (7551LCS 5/28-4), any 
interested person termi-
nates independent adminis-
tration at any time by mail-
ing or delivering a Petition 
To Terminate to the Clerk.

Claims against the estate 

may be filed in the office 
of the Clerk of the Court 
at the Stephenson County 
Courthouse, 15 N. Galena 
Avenue, Freeport, Illinois  
61032, or with the repre-
sentative, or both, on or 
before October 23, 2025, 
and any claim not filed 
on or before said date is 
barred. Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk must 
be mailed or delivered to 
the representative and to 
the attorney within ten (10) 
days after it has been filed.

Date: April 14, 2025
Michael A. Kavran,

Administrator
by: Anthony V. Coon

Anthony V. Coon,
Attorney At Law

Anthony V. Coon,
#6269568
Attorney at Law
10 N. Galena Ave., 
Ste. 210
Freeport, IL 61032
815-235-2212
Fax 815-232-5500
tonycoonlaw@aol.com

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

April 23, 20, May 7, 2025)
470585

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

STEPHENSON 

COUNTY
IN PROBATE

In Re the Matter
of the Estate of:
Veronica Lock Mowatt,
    Deceased.

No. 25-PR-11
NOTICE FOR 

PUBLICATION - 
CLAIMS

Notice is given of the 
death of Veronica Lock 
Mowatt, of the town of 
Lockerbie in Scotland. Let-
ters of Office were issued 
on April 28, 2025, to:

Anthony V. Coon
Attorney At Law

10 N. Galena Ave.,
Ste. 210

Freeport, Illinois 61032
as independent Adminis-
trator of the Estate of Ve-
ronica Lock Mowatt, and 
who is also acting as the 
attorney for the estate.

The estate will be ad-
ministered without Court 
supervision unless, under 
Section 28.4 of the Pro-
bate Act (755 ILCS 5/28-
4), any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any time 
by mailing or delivering a 
Petition To Terminate to 
the Clerk.

Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the office 
of the Clerk of the Court 
at Stephenson County 
Courthouse, 15 N. Gale-

na Avenue, Freeport, Il-
linois 61032, or with the 
representative, or both, on 
or before November 10, 
2025, and any claim not 
filed on or before said date 
is barred. Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk must 
be mailed or delivered to 
the representative and to 
the attorney within ten (10) 
days after it has been filed.

Date: April 29, 2025.
/s/ Anthony V. Coon

Anthony V. Coon,
Administrator

Anthony V. Coon,
#6269568
Attorney at Law
10 N. Galena Ave., 
Ste. 210
Freeport, IL 61032
815-235-2212
Fax 815-232-5500
toneycoonlaw@aol.com

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

May 7, 14 & 21, 2025)
471271

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE COURT OF THE 
FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT COUNTY OF 

STEPHENSON
Sandra M. Rahorn
    Plaintiffs, 
  vs.
Trisha L. Miller, and
Cody A. Kirschbaum, 
a/k/a Cody A. Firschbaum
    Defendants.  )

No. 2025EV59
NOTICE OF 

COMPLAINT FOR 
JUDICIAL DEED

Notice is given to Defen-
dants, Trisha L. Miller, and 
Cody A. Kirschbaum, a/k/a 
Cody A. Firschbaum that a 
Complaint was filed in the 
Circuit Court of Stephen-
son County, Illinois, for a 
Judicial Deed :

1. The owner is: Sandra 
M. Rahorn

2. The buyers pursuant to 
an Agreement for Deed is: 
Trisha L. Miller, and Cody 
A. Kirschbaum, a/k/a Cody 
A. Firschbaum. (Recorded 
Memorandum Doc. No. 
202000177943).

3. The location is: 134 
W. Conaty St., McConnell, 
IL 61050, PIN: 12-08-07-
427-010

Now therefore, unless 
you and all whom it may 
concern, appear or other-
wise file your answer to the 
Complaint in the action or 
otherwise file your appear-
ance therein, in the said 
Circuit Court of Stephen-
son County, in the City of 
Freeport, Illinois, on or be-
fore May 28, 2025, at 9:00 
A.M., a default judgment 
may be entered against 
you at any time after that 
hearing in accordance with 
the prayer for relief of said 
Complaint.

Dated: April 30, 2025.
Sandra M. Rahorn

By: Anthony V. Coon, 
Attorney for Plaintiff

Anthony V. Coon, 
#6269568
Attorney at Law
10 N. Galena Ave., 
Ste. 210
Freeport, IL 61032
815-235-2212
Fax 815-232-5500 
tonycoonlaw@aol.com

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

May 7, 14 & 21, 2025)
471413

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
SALE

The following self-storage 
Cube contents containing 
household and other goods 
will be sold for cash by 
CubeSmart Asset Man-
agement, LLC as Agent 
for Owner #4409, 555 W. 
South Street, Freeport, Illi-
nois 61032 to satisfy a lien 
on May 22,2025 at approx. 
1:00 PM at  www.storaget-
reasures.com  

Cube 1045 Juaneice Wat-
kins; Cube 1076 Latrice 
Allen; Cube 1117 Megan 
Holden

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

April 30 & May 7, 2025)
470857

LEGAL NOTICES

IN*CI*DENTAL*LY

By
Dr. Stephen 
petraS 
Illinois Licensed 
General Dentist

 As bacteria evolve to resist 
antibiotics, infections that were 
once easily treatable, such 
as pneumonia, urinary tract 
infections, and skin infections 
can become life-threatening 
and require more aggressive 
and costly treatments. 
Antibiotic resistance also 
increases the risks for 
patients undergoing medical 
procedures such as surgery, 
organ transplants and cancer 
therapies.

 Globally, five million 
deaths are linked to antibiotic 
resistance every year. The 
World Health Organization 
(WHO) has identified 
antibiotic resistance as one of 
the most crucial challenges in 
modern medicine. We need  to 
develop new and better ways 
to prevent bacterial strains 
from becoming resistant and 
find or create new antibiotics 
to treat the resistant strains 
that are threatening universal 
health. Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) is playing a significant 
role in advancing our ability to 
do this.

 Researchers at such 

prestigious facilities as ADA 
Forsyth Institute, Stanford 
Medicine and McMaster 
University, Perelman School 
of Medicine at the University 
of Pennsylvania, NIH and 
MIT are using  AI-powered  
learning algorithms to analyze 
vast datasets of bacterial 
genomes (the complete set 
of genes or genetic material 
present in a cell or organism). 
The speed at which AI is 
capable of analyzing and 
learning from this data 
is helping researchers to 
understand the wide variety 
of ways that bacteria can 
become resistant. This helps to 
predict and prevent antibiotic 
resistance, design new drugs 
to target specific bacteria, and 
predict how the body will 
respond to new antibiotics. 

 AI technologies are 

increasingly being used 
to improve the delivery 
and efficacy of antibiotics. 
These advanced systems can 
optimize dosing regimens, 
improve drug targeting, and 
monitor patient responses in 
real time. Examples of these 
include Vancomycin, a key 
antibiotic for the treatment 
of serious infections caused 
by Gram-positive bacteria, 
including methicillin-resistant 
Staphylococcus aureus 
(MRSA) and Amikacin, an 
aminoglycoside antibiotic, 
which is commonly used to 
treat severe Gram-negative 
infections.

 Both of these antibiotics 
require precise dosing to 
avoid ototoxicity (damage 
to the inner ear leading to 
hearing loss, balance issues,) 
and nephrotoxicity (damage 
to the kidneys). Treatment 
protocols created using 
AI learning strategies has 
shown high accuracy and 
specificity in predicting 
initial and subsequent doses 
of these drugs. AI systems 
have also been developed to 

monitor blood levels of these 
medications in real time and 
adjust dosing accordingly. 
They also ensure that optimal 
drug concentrations are 
maintained, thereby improving 
treatment efficacy and safety. 

 Colistin is an antibiotic 
of last resort for multidrug-
resistant Gram-negative 
bacterial infections. Its use is 
limited because of the risk of 
significant nephrotoxicity. To 
combat this, researchers have 
used AI to develop targeted 
colistin delivery systems, such 
as nanoparticle-based delivery 
vehicles, which can transport 
the medication directly to the 
site of infection, to maximize 
therapeutic effects and 
minimize systemic toxicity. In 
addition, silver nanoparticles 
linked or paired to colistin 
have shown enhanced 
antimicrobial activity and 
reduced toxicity compared to 
colistin alone. 

 As I reported late last year, 
ADA Forsyth researchers 
have entered human clinical 
trials for the narrow-spectrum 
antibiotic FP100 that they 

developed in collaboration 
with Flightpath Bioscience 
to successfully eradicate 
the bacteria Fusobacterium 
nucleatum, which triggers 
gum disease, without harming 
the beneficial microbiomes in 
the oral cavity and stomach. 
Since Fusobacterium can travel 
throughout the body and cause 
disease, this has the potential 
to prevent systemic disease as 
well.

 Sharing data, resources, and 
knowledge across institutions 
and countries is helping to  
improve the effectiveness of 
AI-based research in fighting 
antibiotic resistance. In July 
researchers at the ADA Forsyth 
Institute perfectly illustrated 
this when they parodied the 
movie Fight Club by stating 
“The first rule of Bacteria 
Fight Club: Always talk about 
Bacteria Fight Club.” In 
this instance, they wanted to 
share their research findings 
about the multidrug-resistant 
pathogen, Klebsiella, with 
the goal to develop better 
preventative measures and 
treatment protocols in hospitals 

throughout the world.
 To find out why Klebsiella, 

a pathogen that exists in 
minute quantities in the nasal 
and oral cavity, was capable 
of causing so many hospital-
acquired, drug-resistant 
infections, the researchers set 
up a “Bacterial Fight Club” 
by placing 200 species of 
oral bacteria in a glass jar 
and letting them starve to see 
which bacteria would survive. 
Klebsiella was consistently 
one of the winners because of 
its ability to take the nutrients 
it needed from the dead and 
dying bacteria that surrounded 
it. They also found that 
Klebsiella survive better in the 
nasal microbiome than in the 
oral microbiome, because of 
the decreased micro diversity 
of the nasal cavity. They 
brought to light the big role 
this seemingly minor bacteria 
plays in drug resistant hospital-
acquired infections. Early 
detection and elimination of 
Klebsiella is critical, especially 
for people on ventilators, 
which provide ideal conditions 
for Klebsiella growth.

Artificial intelligence providing bacterial breakthroughs



Page 18        THE SCOOP TODAY / SHOPPER’S GUIDE        Wednesday, May 7, 2025

18 CLASS

 help wanted

To place an ad in our

Real Estate Section
Call (815) 369-4112

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

 real estate

 for sale

For details on placing an ad in our 

Classified Section
Call 815-369-4112

Find us online: rvpnews.com

Postal Customer  **ecrwss PR SRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
ROCK VALLEY

PUBLISHING LLC

VOL. 88 • NO. 2 YOUR FREE HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER WEDNESDAY, JAN. 5, 2022

the Scoop Today
Serving the communities in Jo Daviess County Regional Ag Sales

Reps Wanted

20%-30% Commission
Rates on Sales

Submit your application
to sales@alpineag.xyz

410535

410539

240 W. Main St., Suite A, Lena, IL 61048
815-369-4225

www.radersinsurance.com 
www.westpointmutual.com

ROCKFORDMUTUAL
      I N S U R A N C E  C O M P A N Y
                                            Putting Lives Back Together

Since 1896

ROCKFORDMUTUAL
      I N S U R A N C E  C O M P A N Y
                                            Putting Lives Back Together

Since 1896

PMS Version

CMYK Version

 SM

 SM

May You Have A 
Healthy & Prosperous 

New Year
Nick, Annie & Kris

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

By Beth Hundsdorfer
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Local hospitals and health 
departments will get help 
from the Illinois Department 
of Public Health and the Illi-
nois Emergency Management 
Agency to meet the healthcare 
demand during a COVID-19 
surge, adding staffing to pro-
vide medical care and provide 

vaccines and testing.
The state will also help ramp 

up COVID-19 testing, now op-
erating six days a week to in-
crease availability. That started 
Monday.

“We are also increasing test-
ing and continuing to distribute 
monoclonal antibodies, anti-vi-
ral pills and any treatments or 
personal protective equipment 

communities need,” Gov. JB 
Pritzker said during a news 
conference. “I will continue to 
do everything possible to pro-
tect all the people of this state, 
whatever your vaccine status. 
But what kind of year 2022 
turns out to be depends on all 
of us doing what is best for all 
of us.”

 Pritzker was on a call with 

President Joe Biden and the 
National Governors Associa-
tion on Dec. 27 to discuss the 
response to the Omicron vari-
ant.

Illinois Department of Pub-
lic Health Director Dr. Ngozi 
Ezike confirmed that Illinois 
is seeing higher hospitalization 
rates. The state is now averag-
ing 500 hospital admissions a 

State to assist with mass vaccinations, testing 
operations, hospital staffing to battle COVID-19 surge

Illinois will send personnel and resources to county health departments
day due to COVID-19. While 
Illinois was still battling the 
Delta variant of COVID-19, 
the Omicron variant was intro-
duced a couple of weeks ago. 
The Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention said earlier 
last month that the Omicron 
variant is the dominant strain 
of COVID-19 in the U.S. with 
more than 73 percent of new 
cases attributable to the variant.

To protect from the 
COVID-19, harm reduction 
strategies will still need to be 
employed, Ezike said, like 
wearing masks, social distanc-
ing, hand-washing and staying 
away from large crowds.

“We have a vaccine that is 
highly effective at preventing 
severe illness and death,” Ezike 
said. “Currently, we are seeing 
a demand for booster doses, 
but it is critically important for 
those who have yet to receive 
even one dose of vaccine to get 

vaccinated.”
The vast majority of cases, 

hospitalizations and deaths are 
among the unvaccinated, Ezike 
said.

Those most at risk:
· Are more than 65 years old.
· Suffer from heart, liver or 

kidney disease.
· Are immunocompromised.
· Have diabetes.
Vaccine clinics will be held 

in Cook, DuPage, Lake, Will, 
Kane, St. Clair, McLean, San-
gamon, Peoria, Winnebago, 
Jackson and Adams counties. 
Anyone age 12 older can get 
a first or second dose at these 
locations.

Community-based testing 
sites will be open Monday 
through Saturday in Aurora, 
Arlington Heights, South Hol-
land, Fairview Heights, Peo-
ria, Bloomington, Champaign, 
Harwood Heights, Rockford 
and Waukegan.

Jo Daviess food pantry 
fundraiser a success

 Each year Shepherd of the 
Hills Lutheran Church holds 
a Steak Fry with all proceeds 
going to support the seven Jo 
Daviess County food pantries.  
The last two years, due to the 
Covid Pandemic, the church 
has hosted a virtual “Steak 
Fry” to continuing garnering 
support.  On Dec. 27, 2021, 

Larry Cording, Steak Fry 
Chairperson, and Pastor Jim 
Mehltretter met with county 
food pantry representatives.  
Thanks to the generosity of 
“Steak Fry” proceeds and 
congregational donations, 
checks totaling $2,800 were 
dispersed, with a $400 check 
going to each food pantry.
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ACCIDENTS HAPPEN!
Let us take the worry out of having your vehicle repaired.

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 After winning their first 
game of the season, the Le-
na-Winslow boys’ varsity 
basketball squad went on 
a five-game losing streak.  
After a tough loss to a Bel-
leville, Wisconsin team, 
the Panthers struggled to 
recover.  They went on to 
lose their next four, three 
of which were losses by ten 
points or less.  

 With a record of 2-6, the 
Panthers prepared to play in 

the Erie Tournament to end 
their 2021.  Le-Win got the 
tournament off to a good 
start with a 51-46 win over 
Orion.  It was a good confi-
dence boost for the Panthers, 
as they picked up their third 
win of the season with a 
tough opponent ahead. 

 Later that day, the Pan-
thers faced off with a Beech-
er squad in a game that 
would require overtime de-
cide.  Heading into the extra 
period tied 44-44, Beecher 
outscored the Panthers 7-6, 

handing the Panthers their 
seventh loss of the season.  
They would not let the over-
time loss deter them, howev-
er.  The Panthers managed to 
bounce back with back-to-
back wins in their next two 
games.  

 On Wednesday, Decem-
ber 29, the Panthers faced 
off with Mercer County in 
their third game of the tour-
nament.  The first quarter 
had plenty of scoring as both 
teams combined for twen-
ty-five points.  Le-Win held 

the advantage, however, go-
ing into the second quarter 
up 15-10. 

 Luke Benson caught fire 
in the second quarter.  The 
senior guard hit a trio of 
three-pointers and totaled 
thirteen points in the second 
quarter, helping to extend 
the Panthers’ lead.  In fact, 
Luke scored every single 
second quarter point for the 
Panthers, leading them to a 
28-22 lead heading into half-
time. 

 It was Brody Mahon who 
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Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

Panthers earn back to back wins
took over in the third quarter.  
Mahon posted twelve third 
quarter points, including a 
pair of his own three-point-
ers.  Luke added another 
five points of his own as the 
duo helped the Panthers take 
a 47-31 lead into the final 
quarter.  With a sixteen-point 
cushion, Le-Win managed to 
coast their way to a 56-37 
victory over Mercer County.  
Mahon led the team in scor-
ing with twenty-three points, 
while Luke was right be-
hind him with twenty of his 
own.  Both of them hit four 
three-pointers on the game 
as the Panthers hit on nine 
total threes in the game.  The 
offensive breakout was nice 
to see as Le-Win looks to 
climb back to five hundred 
on the season. 

 The next day, the Panthers 
were set to face off with a 
5-6 Stark County team.  At 
4-7 themselves, the Pan-
thers were slight underdogs.  
However, it appeared to be 
an even matchup from the 
start.  

 It was the three-point 
shot that sparked momentum 
for the Panthers in the first 
quarter.  Both Mahon and 
Ayden Packard hit a three as 
Le-Win looked to keep up 
with Stark Co.  The Panthers 
found themselves trailing 
12-10 at the end of the first. 

 Some good defense in the 
second quarter, to go along 
with six points from Luke, 
the Panthers managed to flip 
the cards before halftime 
as they led Stark Co. 23-18 
heading into the break. 

 Le-Win put on a dis-

play of chemistry in the 
third quarter.  As a team, 
they combined for fourteen 
points.  No individual scored 
more than four points in the 
quarter, however, as five 
Panthers helped contribute 
those fourteen points.  While 
holding Stark to just five 
points in the third, Le-Win 
managed to take another big 
37-23 lead into the fourth. 

 With the fourteen point 
advantage, the Panthers 
managed to coast their way 
to a 40-29 victory for their 
fifth win of the season.  De-
spite being just 1-5 at one 
point, the Panthers are now 
4-2 over their last six games.  
Lena-Winslow Head Coach, 
Kyle Benson, never gave up 
hope on his squad as he re-
mained focused on the task 
at hand.  Quite simply, Kyle 
credits the recent success to 
“just playing better.”  

 The Panthers have gone 
back to the basics and that 
has paid off for them.  Kyle 
explained, we are turning the 
ball over less, taking better 
shots, and playing sound de-
fense.”  While he is satisfied 
with their improvement in 
recent weeks, Kyle remains 
focused on improving each, 
and every, day.  “We still 
have some areas to shore 
up.”  Kyle said, adding “Our 
kids are trusting this process 
and we are hoping our best 
basketball is still ahead of 
us.”  

 The Panthers will be back 
in action on Saturday, Jan-
uary 8, when they travel to 
Orangeville for their first 
game of 2022.  
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PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial 
status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone number 
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING OP-
PORTUNITY

 transportation

Call
815-369-4112

for details
on placing an ad

Time To
Sell Your 
Home?

42
27

91

 for rent
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ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing is looking for a Part-

Time Advertising Sales Executive. 
Approximately 20 hours per week.

We publish newspapers, shoppers, and 
niche publications throughout the stateline. 
You have the opportunity to sell into all Rock 
Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making 
your paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:

Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising
Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com

Fax: (262) 725-6844

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Burial Needs
7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to 
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva, 
WI 53147. This is a private sale. 
Contact Randy, the seller at 
randy@slpublishers.com.

Automobiles
2007 BMW 328XI 4dr Auto Runs 
great. 169K. Everything works. 1 
owner. $4500. (262) 758-8789

Boats
14FT. ALUMACRAFT BOAT 
with trailer, 9.9 hp. Johnson mo-
tor, professionally maintained. ( 
Receipts available.) Includes mo-
tor stand, trolling motor & more. 
Tom 262-498-2809.

1989 ARRIVA 21 ft 305 V8, good 
interior, runs good, needs starter. 
$1,500. 708-431-4955 Browns 
Lake, WI

2003 ALUMACRAFT 175 TRO-
PHY W/ Trailer. 90 HP, 9.9HP & 
equip. 815-389-2480.

25’ MAGNUM MARINE 1974 
With trailer. Twin 350 Chevys, 
restored and in great shape. 
$25,000. Call 414-530-8300.

JON BOAT WITH TRAILER 18 
foot, 25 hp Yamaha F/S. $1,500. 
Call 262-206-1725.

Campers and RVs
1962 VINTAGE SHASTA CAMP-
ER Started to restore inside for 
a she shed! Removed old wood 
and floor, exterior was painted 
a few years ago! Can be towed 
with a pickup. $1,500. OBO. Call 
Pam 262-210-2222.

1994 WINNEBAGO WAR-
RIOR 22’ REDUCED TO SELL 
$8500.00! V8 454 engine, 
97,200 miles. Newer tires, new 
battery, new sub floor and floor-
ing. Generator, small drop-down 
bed above cab, couch becomes 
double bed, table drops to bed 
and extra double sleeping space 
in rear. Rooftop A/C works great. 
Dash A/C needs charge. Rust 
free, runs good and ready for 
travel! Located NW Rockford. 
Call 815-262-1479.

2002 WINNEBAGO 32’ Motor-
home, Class A.  Cummins Turbo 
Diesel motor with Allison trans-
mission.  2 slideouts, Onan gen-
erator.  All appliances including 
microwave, 2 TV’s.  Everything 
works.  $27K  608-345-7806

2016 FLEETWOOD TERRA 34B 
MOTOR HOME 35’ 27,000 Miles 
3 Slideouts 2 New WI-FI TV’s 
5.5k Generator.  $79,000 262-
206-4164.

2022 COACHMAN FREEDOM 
EXPRESS 24’ Travel Trailer with 
Q bed. Very clean. $19,000. 
OBO. 262-470-4083.

Motorcycles
2007 HONDA GOLD WING Per-
fect condition, black, new tires, 
45K. $8,600 OBO. 262-458-7026.

Trucks & Trailers
2004 GMC ENVOY XUV 5.3L en-
gine, well cared for. $2,000 OBO  
Info: call or text 262-903-0129.

UTILITY TRAILER With tool box 
and ramps. High speed tires. 
$1,500. OBO. Call 224-518-6491

FIND BARGAINS IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS

v v v v v v

v v v v v v

FIND YOUR NEXT RIDE 
IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

v v v v v v

Help Wanted
CONTRACT ROUTE OPEN 
ONE DAY PER WEEK - 
WEDNESDAYS. YOUR VEHI-
CLE. DELAVAN, BRODHEAD 
AND EVANSVILLE AREAS. 
WEEKLY CONTRACT PAY. 
CALL 262-725-7704 CALL TO 
INQUIRE.

MAIL ROOM/WAREHOUSE 
WORKERS 2-3 DAYS PER 
WEEK. MON.-WED. CASUAL 
ENVIRONMENT. PLEASE CALL 
262-725-7704 TO INQUIRE.

FIND YOUR NEXT JOB
 IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

Doll Memorial Apartments
1 Bedroom/1 Bathroom 

Apartment Available For Rent
The recently available apartment is $1,015/month

Included in the rent:
• Utilities

• Weekly Housekeeping Service
• Delicious Daily Noon Meal

• Exterior Upkeep Including Both Lawn 
Maintenance and Snow Removal

Call today to start enjoying the stress-free lifestyle 
you deserve!!

Doll Memorial Apartments at Lena Living Center
1010 Logan Street, Lena, IL 61048

Call Emily Samuelson for more information
at 815-990-9357

471422

NORTH PRAIRIE 
APARTMENTS - STOCKTON

Managed by CMS Management, LLC

Applications are available in the hallway of 
108 building, across from laundry.

This Institution in an Equal Opportunity Provider.

108 Mathilda Drive, Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-2237
1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Apartments

Laundry Facility On-Site • Appliances Furnished

39
41

58

NOW RENTING
62 yrs of age or older
Handicap/Disabled 
Regardless of age
Small pet welcome

PEPPERMINT SQUARE APTS
LENA, IL 

• 1 bedroom apartments available
• Remodeled with new appliances 
and A/C and many more updates

• Rent based on 30% Adjusted Income

Schaible Properties
815-369-5147

This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer 471381
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Daws  MEMORIALS
MONUMENT SALES

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE • ESTABLISHED IN 1991

LOTS OF GRANITE IN STOCK
6-8 Weeks From Start To Finish

And Placed In Cemetery

40% CHEAPER THAN COMPETITION!UP 
TO

Bruce Does It All! Sales & Service
STOP BY FOR A QUOTE

Weekdays • Weekends • Evenings • Holidays
APPOINTMENTS WELCOME!
Call 815-369-4246
or 815-238-6307

207 LEET STREET, LENA, ILLINOIS

- -

Co-op value.Rural roots.     

800-858-5522 |  jcecoop.com |  

Members who attend the meeting will receive  
one $10 bill credit per membership. 

Please RSVP by May 12 so we have an accurate food 
and drink count—go to jcecoop.com/annual-meeting 

or scan the QR code.

Wednesday 
May 28, 2025

East Dubuque High School  
200 Parklane 

East Dubuque, IL 61025

4:30 p.m.
Member registration

6:00 p.m.
Meeting

7:00 p.m.
Pulled pork  

sandwich dinner from  
The Other Side 

Activities for kids ages 
5-12 during the meeting.

2025  
Annual Meeting  

of Members 
Please join us!

470802

Highland announces Bonvillain 
as Commencement Keynote

Highland Community Col-
lege is proud to announce that 
Tamisha Bonvillain, FNP-BC, 
IBCLC, will deliver the key-
note address at its 62nd Annual 
Commencement Ceremony on 
Saturday, May 17 at 10 a.m. on 
the Highland campus. 

 One of Highland’s “Dis-
tinguished Alumni” and a 
beloved local healthcare pro-
vider, Bonvillain brings more 
than two decades of service, 
inspiration, and advocacy to 
this special occasion—made 
even more special as her son, 
Daeshon Verner, will graduate 
as part of Highland’s Class of 
2025.

 Bonvillain, a Board-Certi-
fied Family Nurse Practitioner, 
has dedicated over 22 years to 
serving the Freeport commu-
nity. Her passion for health 
and wellness extends beyond 
clinical care—she’s a familiar 
face in local initiatives such 
as FHN’s “Walk with a Doc” 
program, which promotes 
physical activity and commu-
nity health education through 
group walks led by healthcare 
professionals.

 “She has so many outstand-
ing qualities, including that she 
is inspired to help those around 
her learn how to better their 

health and live 
life safely and 
comfortably,” 
said Chrislyn 
Senneff, DNP, 
RN, Highland 
Nursing In-
structor. 

 Bonvillain 
has been a 
guest speak-

er for Highland’s Women in 
Science Club and a steadfast 
supporter of Highland’s Nurs-
ing Department, where she 
has mentored student nurses 
during clinical rotations. In 
recognition of her professional 
excellence and contributions 
to the college, she was named 
one of just five recipients of 
Highland Community College 
Foundation’s Distinguished 
Alumni Award in Fall 2024—a 
distinction held by fewer than 
200 of the nearly 18,500 stu-
dents who have earned degrees 
and certificates at Highland.

 “Community college has 
been a bridge between my 
dreams and my reality,” said 
Bonvillain. “All while being 
affordable and flexible.” Add-
ing to the emotion and signif-
icance of the day, Bonvillain 
will deliver her address at the 
very ceremony where her son, 

Daeshon Verner, will cross the 
stage. Verner, who served as 
Highland’s Student Trustee, 
plans to continue his education 
at Loras College, majoring in 
Biochemistry before going to 
medical school.

 “My mom raised me and 
my brothers as a single parent 
while becoming a nurse prac-
titioner. This showed me any-
thing’s possible through hard 
work! Now, I’m following in 
her footsteps in the medical 
field to become a trauma sur-
geon,” said Verner.

 As Bonvillain prepares her 
speech for the May 17 ceremo-
ny, she does so with the confi-
dence that comes from experi-
ence on a big stage. A Chicago 
Bears superfan, she recently 
took the national stage during 
the 2025 NFL Draft in Green 
Bay. Selected to announce the 
233rd overall pick, she proud-
ly proclaimed the Bears’ new-
est running back, Kyle Monan-
gai from Rutgers University, in 
front of a crowd of over half a 
million fans.

 Highland Community Col-
lege invites the community to 
hear from Tamisha Bonvillain 
and join in celebrating the 
achievements of its graduates 
on May 17.

Tamisha 
Bonvillain
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Think Spring...
Bleaching Special

1/2 OFF
Call to Schedule Your Free Consultation Today!

450748

Dr. Stephen Petras
Stockton Dental Center

120 West Front Ave, Stockton, IL 61085
www.stocktondental.com

A licensed Illinois General Dentist

815-947-3700

If you live in Lena, you can receive the Shopper’s Guide every week by email or 
mail for FREE!

Free delivery is available in Lena by mail or email when requested. As an 
alternative to mail, a free Digital eSubscription will be available by request. A link 
to your eSubscription will be emailed to you every 
week.

Now is your chance to get your hometown news 
before the newspaper is hot off the press! The 
Shopper’s Guide eSubscription can be read on 
a computer, laptop or tablet. To continue free 
delivery by email or mail and avoid missing 
any issues, return your form 
today!

There will be no 
telemarketing calls, no strings 
attached, just convenient, free 
delivery compliments of our advertisers.

458572

Receive your FREE copy of 
the Shopper’s Guide every 

week by email or mail!

____ Yes. I want an eSubscription! I would like to receive 
the Shopper’s Guide by email, for 3 years at no charge. My 
weekly link lets me get the newspaper before mail home 
delivery.
____ Yes. I would like to receive FREE home delivery of The 
Shopper’s Guide by mail to my Lena address, for 3 years at 
no charge.

Please call for mail subscription rates outside of Lena.

Name_________________________________________________ Date:_________________
Address: _______________________________________ Phone:______________________
Email:_____________________________ Signature:________________________________

Mail to: The Shopper’s Guide, c/o Rock Valley Publishing, 1102 Ann St., 
Delavan, WI 53115 OR send by email to: scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com

For subscription rates outside of Lena, IL please call 815-369-4112
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ACCIDENTS HAPPEN!
Let us take the worry out of having your vehicle repaired.

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148
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g Free Pickup & Delivery
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 Alaina Dinderman (Snappy Snazzers) wins the Dairy Showman of Showman class. 
Youth in Stephenson County exhibited 4-H projects this past month at various shows 
held out at the Stephenson County Fairgrounds and at the Stephenson County Farm 
Bureau. For more photos, see inside.

Panthers building 
back in hopes 
of another 
postseason run
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 Excluding the 2020 Covid 
year, the Lena-Winslow Pan-
thers have won three consec-
utive Illinois Class 1A State 
Football Titles.  Although the 
Panthers lost a majority of last 
year’s squad, many believe Le-
Win has what it takes to make 
another deep postseason run. 

 “We lost 10 starters on de-
fense and eight starters on of-
fense,” Lena-Winslow head 
coach Ric Arand shared just 
before practice for the 2023 
season started.  Arand is enter-
ing his 27th season as the Pan-
thers’ head coach.  The expe-
rienced instructor will have to 
find a way to take a roster filled 
mostly with new faces and help 
them reach their full potential 
once again.  

 If anyone is capable of do-
ing that, it’s Arand.  Through 
26 years, Arand holds a career 
record of 234-66.  More than 
Arand, the Panther-Strong pro-
gram has set the standard for 
winning across Illinois High 
School Football.  Not only 
have they captured three con-
secutive titles, but six in total.  
The Panthers have stamped 
their name in the Illinois histo-
ry books and this 2023 squad is 
hoping to do much of the same. 

 Despite losing so many to 
graduation, the Panthers still 
return some familiar names 

this season.  Gage Dunker 
gets plenty of action as he re-
turns as an outside lineback-
er on defense and the team’s 
fullback on offense.  Dunker, 
the younger brother of Gen-
nings Dunker, who is now on 
the Iowa Hawkeyes, looks to 
lead the way for the Panthers.  
Dunker will have some famil-
iar faces blocking ahead of him 
as the Panthers return two start-
ing offensive linemen.  Odin 
Stabenow and Tanner Kempel 
will look to hold things down 
on the edge as the Panthers’ of-
fensive tackles.  

 Outside of that, howev-
er, Le-Win is going to have a 
plethora of new faces on the 
field in 2023.  “We need a lot 
of guys to step up and ma-
ture quickly to be successful,” 
Arand shared. 

 The Panthers will have 
to replace a number of guys 
along the line of scrimmage.  
Luke Kempel, Luke Staben-
ow, Brady Aurand, and Alex 
Packard will all be playing 
on the offensive and defen-
sive line.  Mason Spidahl and 
Quinn Rodebaugh will both 
get opportunities at tight end 
and defensive end as well.  Ca-
sey Klever also lines up at tight 
end on offense, but he’s off the 
line on the defensive side as an 
outside linebacker.  

SUBmITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Stephenson County 4-H Fair winner See PantherS, Page 6
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Ashlie L. Stoddard, CFP®

Financial Advisor

115 North Main Street
Elizabeth, IL 61028
815-858-3386

Worried about how you’ll pay 
for retirement? Let’s talk.

www.edwardjones.com

If you’re not at your last
job, why is your 401(k)?

Ashlie L Simonson
Financial Advisor
.

304 E North Avenue
Suite #200
Stockton, IL 61085
815-947-6090

Member SIPC
www.edwardjones.com

If you’re not at your last
job, why is your 401(k)?

Ashlie L Simonson
Financial Advisor
.

304 E North Avenue
Suite #200
Stockton, IL 61085
815-947-6090

Member SIPC

in the skillet with bacon drip-
pings.  Top meat with mush-
rooms, tomatoes, and onions.  
Sprinkle with tarragon and 
bacon.  Cover and bake at 325 
until meat is tender, 1½ to 1¾ 
hours, basting twice.  Remove 
meat from skillet; keep warm 
under tented aluminum foil.  
Combine cornstarch and wa-
ter until smooth; add to skil-
let.  Bring to a boil; cook and 
stir until thickened, about 2 
minutes.  Reduce heat; stir in 
cream.  Simmer, uncovered, 

until heated through, about 
3 minutes.  Return meat to 
skillet and turn to coat with 
sauce.  Place on serving plate 
with gravy and sprinkle with 
parsley.

Strawberry-Rhubarb 
Cobbler

 It is time for the start of 
rhubarb recipes because rhu-
barb has started to come up.  
This combination is a tradi-
tional one, but you seldom see 
a two-crust cobbler.  Keep this 

one for your spring dessert 
list.

1 1/3 C. sugar
1/3 C. flour
4 C.  sliced fresh or frozen 

rhubarb, thawed and cut into 
½-inch pieces

2 C. halved fresh strawber-
ries

2 T. butter, cubed
Crust

2 C. flour
½ t. salt
2/3 D. canola oil
1/3 C. warm water

1 T. 2% milk
1 T. sugar
Vanilla ice cream
 Preheat the oven to 425.  In 

a large mixing bowl, mix sug-
ar and flour.  Add fruit; toss 
to coat.  Transfer to a greased 
11x7 baking dish.  Dot with 
butter.

 Crust:  In a bowl, mix flour 
and salt.  In another bowl, 
whisk oil and water; add to 
flour mixture, stirring with a 
fork until a dough is formed 
(dough will be sticky).  Roll 
out dough between 2 pieces 
of waxed paper into an 11x7 
rectangle.  Remove top piece 
of wax paper.  Invert rectangle 
over filling.  Gently peel off 
waxed paper.  Brush pastry 
with milk and sprinkle with 
sugar.  Bake 40 to 50 minutes 
or until crust is golden brown.  
Serve with vanilla ice cream

Key Lime Bars
 These refreshing dessert 

bars are great on a brunch 
table or just as a great spring 
dessert.  You can find key 
lime juice in most grocery 
stores.  

1¾ C. graham cracker 
crumbs

½ C. butter, meted
1 can (14 oz.) sweetened 

condensed milk
4 egg yolks
2/3 C. key lime juice
½ C. heavy cream
½ C. sour cream
Whipped cream
 Preheat oven to 350.  Line 

a 9-inch square baking pan 
with enough foil to overhang 
sides by 2 inches; grease the 
foil.  Mix crumbs and but-
ter.  Press in bottom of pan.  
Bake until set, 8 minutes.  
Let cool.

 In a bowl, whisk con-

densed milk, yolks, lime 
juice, heavy cream and sour 
cream until smooth.  Trans-
fer to pan on top of graham 
crackers.  Bake until set, 20 
minutes.  Transfer to a rack 
and cool.  Chill at least 2 
hours.  Using foil, lift bar 
from pan; transfer to cutting 
board.  Cut into 16 squares.  
Add a dollop of whipped 
cream before serving.

Final Thoughts
 Mother’s Day is fast 

approaching, and several 
proms are in the record book.  
Graduations have begun, 
and May will be half over 
soon.  They have mowed my 
lawn for the first time, and 
my tulips have opened up in 
the back garden.  The leaves 
on the trees are almost total-
ly out, and the allergies are 
definitely driving a lot of us 
nuts.  For those of you lucky 
enough to have your mother, 
spoil her and have a great 
day.  For those of us whose 
mother is no longer here, 
it is a great day to remem-
ber all the great things your 
mother taught you.  Many 
of my column recipes were 
influenced by my mother 
and grandmother.  I love re-
membering our great times 
of celebrating which usually 
included food.  Enjoy your 
Mother’s Day in person or 
in memories.  I hope you 
can enjoy some really nice 
weather;  it is time to get the 
lawn furniture out!  Have a 
great week cooking.

 We are looking for some 
May recipes. If you find 
some recipes to share, you 
can contact us by email at 
scoopshopper@rvpublish-
ing.comor by mail at From 
Lena’s Kitchens, The Shop-
per’s Guide at Rock  Valley 
Publishing, 1102 Ann St., 
Delavan, WI 53115.  Have a 
great week.

•	Kitchen		 (Continued from page 16)
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