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Residents encouraged to
remove food sources

Bear sightings in Illinois
are rare but not unprecedent-
ed.

The Illinois Department of
Natural Resources (IDNR)
is reminding residents of Jo
Daviess and Carroll counties
that a black bear has been
observed by multiple land-
owners over the past several
weeks in the vicinity of Mis-
sissippi Palisades State Park
and, in recent days, frequent-
ing private residences south
and east of Galena.

Seeing a bear may be a
once-in-a-lifetime expe-
rience, and their presence
should not necessarily be
perceived as a threat to hu-
man safety. Nevertheless, it’s
important to remember bears
are wild animals and should
be treated as such.

IDNR encourages resi-
dents throughout Jo Daviess
and Carroll counties to avoid
direct encounters with this
bear and to check their prop-
erty for food sources that may
attract it to their residences.
Through learned behavior,
bears often investigate any-
thing that may yield a food
reward, such as bird feed-
ers, barbeque grills, garbage
cans, and dog food. Once a
bear finds a food source, it

will likely return, so preven-
tion is key.

Human conflicts with bears
can be prevented by follow-
ing these Bear Wise basics
and by using the BearWise
checklist:

* Never feed or approach
bears.

* Secure food, garbage,
and recycling.

* Remove bird feeders
where bears are active.

* Avoid leaving pet food
outdoors.

e Thoroughly clean and
store grills and smokers after
each use.

* Alert neighbors to bear
activity.

People who encounter
this bear should give it suf-
ficient space while backing
away slowly and quietly.
If encounters with this ani-
mal persist after cleaning up
food sources, contact Chris
Jacques, IDNR’s large car-
nivore program manager, at
chris.jacques @illinois.gov
or an IDNR district wildlife
biologist for advice.

For more information on
how to live responsibly with
bears visit IDNR’s Wildlife
Illinois website.

Go online to report a bear
sighting to IDNR.
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Lena Lions Club 74" Annual Fall Fest

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Ival

The Lena Lions Club announces their 74th Annual Fall Festival to be held on Sept. 5 and Sept. 6. This year’s
Lena Lion’s Fall Festival will include entertainment by the Ukulele Express 815 on Saturday, Sept. 6 at 3 p.m. This

is a five-piece ukulele and
vocal group from Freeport.
See inside for more infor-
mation.
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\Weird and \Wonderful Insects

All are invited to join Chicago Field Museum insect educators and scientists
to see their amazing collections of local, native insects on July 26. This free,
family friendly event will be held at the Jo Daviess Conservation Foundation’s
Casper Bluff Nature Reserve, 870 S Pilot Knob Rd, Galena, IL starting at 6 p.m.
There will also be insect displays collected by local entomologists on hand for
viewing. Learn how to use a sweep net to see what weird and wonderful insects
you can find in the early summer prairie. Stay after the sun goes down to see
and learn about the moths and other winged bugs of the night that are drawn
to a special lighted viewing sheet. Take away knowledge and wonder of the
strange but beautiful biodiversity that calls northwest lllinois home. RSVPs not
needed. This event is subject to weather related cancellations. Please check
the JDCF website at www.jdcf.org for updates.

your source for on-line news:

RVPNEWS.
coMm
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Wood Fence Panels - Pre-Assembled - Treated Panels Steel Roofing & Sldlng

Dog Ear Tops 618 $48each 38" Width, 36" Cover, New & Seconds!

- New Barn Boards / Rough Sawn
Rough Sawn White Oak Lumber Full 1" thick 1"X12" White Pine
8x8, 2x8, 2x10, 2x12 - 18ft. lengths Also 1'x8; 1'x12" Ship Lap Rough Face

* #1 Southern Yellow Pine Lumber *

Rough Sawn Fence Boards 1'x6" -16'

Around the Northern Hills

July is celebrated as
National Ice Cream Month,
a time to indulge in one of
America’s favorite treats
while also recognizing the
vital connection between
ice cream and agriculture.
The creation of ice cream
involves a variety of
agricultural products,
including milk, cream, sugar,
and flavorings like vanilla,
strawberries, or chocolate.
Dairy farmers play a crucial
role in providing the milk
that forms the base of ice
cream. In fact, the entire
ice cream industry is rooted
in farming, from the cows
grazing on pasture to
the farm-fresh fruits and
ingredients that enhance
each scoop. National Ice
Cream Month not only
gives us a reason to enjoy
this delicious dessert but

also serves as a reminder

of the hardworking farmers

who make it possible. Then
again, who needs an excuse
to enjoy a delicious dish of

ice cream?

Elizabeth Community
Fair

Make sure to come out
to the Elizabeth Community
Fair this weekend. The
Young Leaders will be at
the Fair on Saturday holding
the Kiddie Tractor Pull at 1
p-m. Registration starts at
12:30 p.m. at the lower ball

diamond at the fairgrounds.

Peach orders

Peach orders are due by
Wednesday, July 23 with
payment and order form.
Checks should be made
payable to the Jo Daviess
County Farm Bureau. Price
is $43/box for members
and $48/box for non-farm
bureau members. Pick-up
will be in the farm bureau
basement with an anticipated
delivery Aug. 6, depending
on weather. Peaches must be
picked up the day of delivery
to ensure freshness. Order
forms are available at our
office or on our website.

Farm Fun Fact

July is National Peach
Month. Have you ordered
your fresh, Illinois grown
peaches yet?

Projected ag trade deficit climbs

By Tammie Sloup
FARMWEEK

A USDA trade outlook
report forecasts the U.S. ag
trade deficit to slightly climb
from its previous quarterly
projection.

The report, dated May 29
but not released until June
2, puts the ag trade deficit at
$49.5 billion for fiscal year
2025, up from the $49 bil-
lion forecasted in February.
The fiscal year runs from
Oct. 1 to Sept. 30.

U.S. ag exports are fore-
cast at $170.5 billion while
imports are estimated at
$220 billion, according to
the quarterly report.

USDA’s quarterly trade
outlook did not include a
written analysis, which is
typically part of the report.

As for the delay, a USDA
spokesperson said the report
was released later because of
internal review.

“The report was hung up
in internal clearance process
and was not finalized in time
for its typical deadline,”
USDA spokesperson Alec
Varsamis said in a statement.
“Given this report is not

28 T/G Yellow Pine*Good For Horse Stalls & Floors
Red Cedar Dog Eared Pickets

Fafii $3l89each

1'x6" - 6ft long
Anich Lumber Co.
414 3rd Street = Palmyra

Pine - Treated Pine - Treated Poplar - White Oak

* ROUND FENCE POSTS *
Cedar - Pressure Treated - All Sizes in Stock!

* Landscape Timber - 5%6 - 6x6 - 6x8 *

262-495-4453

85™ REUNION TO HONOR ELIWOOD
& MARJORIE RAAB BROSHOUS

Sun., July 27 at
Stockton Park
House
Doors open at
11 a.m.

www.palsteel.com

0srd Shower

Joyce Edler turns
92 on July 24th.

Send a card to:
Allure of Stockton
501 East Front Ave.
Stockton, IL 61085
Attn: Joyce Edler

474274

474318

statutory as with many oth-
er reports USDA does, the
department is undergoing a
review of all of its non-stat-

utory reports, including
this one, to determine next
steps.”

The $49.5 billion deficit
would beat the previous re-
cord of $31.8 billion set in
2024.

The forecast for U.S. ag
exports included:

e Grain and feed export
values at $37.9 billion,
down from $38.8 billion
in FY 2024 and up slightly
from the February forecast
for 2025.

* Oilseeds and products
exports at $33.2 billion,
down from $36 billion in
2024 and up slightly from
the February forecast.

e Livestock, poultry and
dairy exports a bit higher at
$38.8 billion from $38.7 bil-
lion in 2024, but down $900
million from the February
forecast.

 Horticultural products to
continue to climb year-over-
year to $41.2 billion in 2025,
up from $40.9 billion the
previous year. However, the
projection is slightly down
from the February forecast.

* Ethanol exports at $4.3
billion, an increase from
$4.17 billion in 2024 and up
slightly from the February
forecast.

Earlier this year, Presi-
dent Donald Trump began
announcing sweeping global
tariffs, of which most have
been paused or decreased.

Trump’s reciprocal tariffs
that he announced in April
were prompted by the “large
and persistent trade deficit
that is driven by the absence
of reciprocity in our trade re-
lationships and other harm-
ful policies like currency
manipulation and exorbitant
value-added taxes perpet-

uated by other countries,”
Trump said at the time.

Those tariffs have since
been challenged in court and
lawsuits are making their
way through the judicial
system.

The U.S. and China have
been in a tit for tat with tar-
iffs, but agreed to temporar-
ily pause triple-digit tariffs
for 90 days to “establish a
mechanism to continue dis-
cussions about economic
and trade relations.”

The 145 percent U.S. levy
on most Chinese imports
was reduced to 30 percent
effective on May 14, while
the 125 percent Chinese du-
ties on U.S. goods dropped
to 10 percent.

The USDA report fore-
casts agricultural exports to
China at $18.5 billion, down
$3.5 billion from the Febru-
ary forecast and a decrease
of $7.2 billion from 2024.

The trade outlook also
looked at world per capi-
ta Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) growth, which is ex-
pected to reach 1.8 percent
in calendar year 2025, dip-
ping from 2.7 percent previ-
ously forecasted, according
to USDA.

In the key emerging mar-
kets of Brazil, Russia, India,
Indonesia and China, per
capita GDP growth is ex-
pected to slow to 4.6 percent
on average in 2025 from 5
percent in 2024.

The next quarterly trade
outlook is scheduled for re-
lease on Aug. 28. Read the
full report at bit.ly/3Ho-
q2eE.

This story was distributed
through a cooperative proj-
ect between lllinois Farm
Bureau and the Illinois
Press Association. For more
food and farming news, visit
FarmWeekNow.com.
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Lena Lions Club 74™ Annual Fall Festival

The Lena Lions Club an-
nounces their 74th Annual
Fall Festival, known as “The
Cadillac of Small-Town Fes-
tivals”, on Sept. 5 and Sept.
6.

Free entertainment on Fri-
day, Sept. 5 starts at 7 p.m.
with Grass Attack. Saturday
after the parade the Ukulele
Express 815 will perform at
3 p.m. The Stingrays will
perform on Saturday at 7
p.m. and 9 p.m.

Back again this year is the
50/50 Cash Raffle. Tickets
are available for $10 each
or three for $20 and can be
purchased from Lion mem-
bers or at the festival. The
winning ticket will be drawn
on Saturday, Sept. 6 at the
close of the festival. A sec-
ond-place prize of $250
Lena Money gift certificate
and third-place prize of $100
Lena Money gift certificate
will also be awarded.

The Lena Lions will also
sell raffle tickets for the
2025 Polaris Zenith Blue
UTV SP570 Ranger to be
given away on Saturday at
approximately 11 p.m. The
tickets cost $10 per ticket or
three for $20. A $200 Lena

News
briefs

Stephenson County
VA Pantry
The Stephenson Coun-

ty VA Pantry is currently
in need of deodorant, hand
soap, dish soap, razors, toilet
paper, mouthwash, cans of
fruits and vegetables, all pan-
try items. Donations can be
brought to the Lena American
Legion Home on Saturdays
from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. at 316
W. Main St., Lena, IL. Dona-
tions are greatly appreciated.

Lena American
Legion Auxiliary

Cookout

The Lena American Le-
gion Auxiliary will be cook-
ing the delicious sandwiches
at Sullivan’s Grill on Friday,
July 18 and Saturday, July 19
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Salvation Army of

Freeport July events

Christmas in July is on July
18 and July 19. Battle of the
Badges will be held on July
18 at the Walmart in Freeport.
Family Game Night will be
held on July 26 from 5 p.m. to
6:30 p.m.

In addition to these events,
the Salvation Army is collect-
ed bottled water donations
which can be dropped off at
106 W Exchange St., in Free-
port.

Money glft certificate is the
second prize, and a $100
Lena Money gift certificate
will be the third prize.

Skinners Amusements re-
turns for the 65th year with
carnival rides for all ages
in the downtown parking
lot starting at 6 p.m. on Fri-
day and 2 p.m. on Saturday.
Merchandise Bingo and the
Ham Stand, Lion’s operat-
ed favorites, will be in their
usual places on Main Street.
No pets will be allowed on
the midway except for ser-
vice dogs for people with
disabilities. Credit cards will
be accepted again this year
to purchase ride tickets.

The Lena Lions famous
“Pork Chop on a Stick”,
Le-Win Sports Association
Food Stand, and other favor-
ites will be providing food in
their usual spots. Favorites
like cotton candy, elephant
ears, ice cream, and soft
drinks will be available.

The theme of this year’s
parade is  “Community
Pride” and will step off from
the Old School Apartments
at 12 p.m. on Saturday, Sept.
6. A flyover by the Freeport
Pilot’s Association will start
the parade, taking the same
route through town as pre-
vious years. High school
bands, church floats, Scouts,
4-H groups, antique and
classic cars, antique tractors,
and area fire trucks will be
featured. Kids are encour-
aged to decorate their bikes
and participate in the parade.

Parade entry registration
starts at 9 a.m. Please, no
4-wheel drive tractors, du-
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The Stingrays will perform at 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 6 at the Lena Lion’s Fall Festival. The Stingrays
play the greatest 50’s, 60’s, 70’s rock and roll ever written — authentically and passionately at concerts and festivals

throughout the Midwest.

als, or semis. A valid driv-
er’s license will be required
to drive tractors in the pa-
rade. Look for the “pork
chops on a stick” as well

as raffle tickets that will be
available during the parade.
For parade registration and
information, contact Bill
Crichton at 815-291-9361.

lllinois Supreme Court amends
policy on remote court appearances

Chief Justice Mary Jane
Theis and the Illinois Supreme
Court announced recently
amendments to the Illinois
Supreme Court Policy on Re-
mote Court Appearances in
Civil Proceedings (Policy) that
are intended to give courts and
justice partners concrete tools
to enhance and improve their
existing remote court practices.

“The ability to attend court
remotely helps increase access
to justice in both urban and ru-
ral areas,” Chief Justice Theis
said. “These amendments will
help Illinois’ courts continue to
improve the remote court expe-
rience.”

The amended Policy re-
affirms the Illinois Supreme
Court’s commitment to remote
court appearances in many
different types of circuit court
proceedings, particularly for
non-evidentiary and uncon-
tested matters, and the various
benefits remote court appear-
ances offer judges, court staff,
lawyers, litigants, and other
court users. These amendments

shorten the Policy in length,
reduce redundancies with Su-
preme Court Rule 45 and its
Committee Comments, and
expand its applicability to all
circuit court proceedings.

“The last five years have
shown us that while people
want to participate in their
court cases, all too often, they
must choose between going to
court or risk losing their wages
or jobs, find alternative child-
care, or expend significant re-
sources and time to travel to the
courthouse,” said Judge Jorge
L. Ortiz, Chair of the Illinois
Supreme Court Commission
on Access to Justice (ATJ).
“Remote court appearances
make these decisions a little
easier, and it is incredible to see
people accessing justice from
public libraries, workplace
break rooms, and hospitals.
The Supreme Court’s ongoing
commitment to meet the com-
munity where it is at through
remote court appearances is
admirable and inspiring.”

The Illinois Supreme Court

adopted the current Policy in
2020, with the COVID-19
pandemic significantly accel-
erating the adoption of remote
technologies. Beginning in
2023, the Commission on Ac-
cess to Justice’s Remote Ap-
pearance Committee (Commit-
tee) started reviewing the Poli-
cy with the goal of making it a
closer reflection of the current
remote court appearance land-
scape in Illinois circuit courts.

Moreover, the committee
updated the bench card on
Remote Court Appearances in
Circuit Courts. This two-page
resource is a helpful reference
for judges making decisions
about remote appearances from
the bench.

The amended Policy was
proposed by ATJ. ATJ is fo-

cused on helping self-rep-
resented  litigants, limited
English proficient litigants,

and litigants with a disability
access courts while also sup-
porting the judiciary and other
court staff in ensuring justice
for all.

Protect your legacy with farm and crop insurance

Deb Brown

Financial Representative

Lena
deb.brown@countryfinancial.com
(815)369-2881

Farm and crop insurance policies issued by COUNTRY
Mutual Insurance Company®, Bloomington, Illinois,
an equal opportunity provider.
0820-516HC_07764-10/25/2021
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Stephenson and Carroll County Farm Bureau news

By Victoria Hansen

UV Safety Month is ob-
served in July to raise aware-
ness about the dangers of UV
radiation and the importance
of protecting our skin from
the sun’s harmful rays. It’s a
great time to remind every-
one, especially agricultural
workers, to take precautions
when working outdoors to
prevent skin cancer. Remem-
ber to wear sunscreen, protec-
tive clothing, and seek shade
whenever possible. Stay safe

RESIDENTIAL -
~—r

AGRICULTURAL

in the sun!

1. Wear Sunglasses:
Protect your eyes from the
sun’s harmful UV rays by
wearing sunglasses when-
ever you're outside. Look
for sunglasses that have
UVA and UVB protection.
2. Apply Sunscreen: Make
sure to apply sunscreen with
at least 15 SPF to all exposed
skin. Reapply every two hours
and after swimming or sweat-
ing.

+ COMMERCIAL -

EV CHARGERS -

3. Check the UV Index:
The UV Index is a measure of
the strength of the sun’s UV
radiation at a particular loca-
tion. Check the index before
heading out and if it’s high,
take extra precautions.

4. Wear Protective Cloth-
ing: Cover up with protec-
tive clothing such as wide
brimmed hats, loose-fitting
long-sleeved shirts, and pants
when possible. Tightly woven
fabrics are best at blocking
UV rays.

BATTERY BACK-UP

N 815-580-3011| Lena, IL | Get a FREE Quote at StatelineSolar.net G:

r —

YOUR LOCAL, TOTAL ENERGY SOLUTION!

mail for FREE!

week.

today!

There will be no

Now is your chance to get your hometown news
before the newspaper is hot off the press! The
Shopper’s Guide eSubscription can be read on
a computer, laptop or tablet. To continue free

delivery by email or mail and avoid missing
any issues, return your form

telemarketing calls, no strings
attached, just convenient, free
delivery compliments of our advertisers.

If you live in Lena, you can receive the Shopper’s Guide every week by email or

Free delivery is available in Lena by mail or email when requested. As an
alternative to mail, a free Digital eSubscription will be available by request. A link
to your eSubscription will be emailed to you every

Soppers Gide =

delivery.

_Yes. I'want an eSubscription! | would like to receive
the Shopper’s Guide by email, for 3 years at no charge. My
weekly link lets me get the newspaper before mail home

_Yes. | would like to receive FREE home delivery of The
Shopper’s Guide by mail to my Lena address, for 3 years at

no charge.

Please call for mail subscription rates outside of Lena.
Name Date:
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Volunteers needed

The Stephenson County
Farm Bureau is looking for
Farm Bureau members to help
at the Farm Fun Zone during
the Stephenson County fair.
Volunteers are needed Tues-
day, July 22 through Saturday,
July 26. Volunteer times are
daily in three shifts: 12 p.m.
to 3 p.m., 3 p.m. to 6p.m. and
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Volunteers
will be provided with admis-
sion to the Stephenson Coun-
ty Fair and coupons for the
Beef Corral and Hog House.
If you would like to volunteer,
please call our office at 815-
232-3186 or email office@
stephensonctb.org.

IFB Summer Field Day
to highlight nutrient loss
research, best practices
Illinois Farm Bureau (IFB)
will host nine Nutrient Stew-
ardship Field Days this sum-
mer for farmers and industry
partners to collaborate and
discuss ongoing research and
innovative approaches to nu-
trient stewardship. “Nutrient
Stewardship Field Days are a
grassroots, community-driv-
en effort to promote farming
practices that help reduce
nutrient runoff into our wa-
terways,” said Bena Pegg,
IFB Environmental Program
Manager. “Each field day is

Precise
Cansistent
Temperatures

Lower

I: Energy i l
Bills

Get the
smile you’ve
always
wanted

Dr. Stephen Petras

Stockton Dental Center

120 West Front Ave, Stockton, IL 61085
www.stocktondental.com

CJ Comfort, Value
& Flexibitity

unique, offering new insights
and data that counties are
gathering to help us better
understand best management
practices for effective nutrient
use.”

Farmers, as well as those
interested in learning more
about agriculture’s role in
protecting the environment,
are invited to join IFB, its
membership and partnering
organizations to learn more
about past and current Illi-
nois conservation practices
and research. A schedule
for the 2025 Summer Nutri-
ent Stewardship Field Days
is listed below with dates,
hosting County Farm Bureau,
RSVP phone number, and ap-
proximate location. More in-
formation and downloadable
flyers are available at ilfb.org/
FieldDays. Each field day will
have a flyer posted about one
month prior to their event.

Summer Field
Days and topics

Bureau County Farm Bu-
reau, July 29, 9 a.m. to noon,
29053 1500 East St., Wal-
nut. University of Illinois
Associate Professor Andrew
Margenot and his team, in
partnership with Practical
Farmers of lowa, will pres-
ent findings from a 10-year
tile drainage study covering

Special Offer!

Reach out for a FREE estimate!

1855 449 6328
LoescherHVAC.com

Exceptional

Néw Patients Welcome

815-947-3700

A licensed lllinois General Dentist

1,000 acres. The data includes
nitrate and phosphorus trends
across two major watersheds.
RSVP by July 24 to 815-875-
6468.

LaSalle County Farm Bu-
reau, July 30, 4 to 7 p.m., Is-
ermann Farm, 1935 N. 12th
Rd., Streator. University of
Illinois researchers Andrew
Margenot, Luke Bergschnei-
der, Angela Kent and Sam
Leskanich will present their
latest developments in nutri-
ent management, genetics and
best management practices.
Key topics will include lega-
cy phosphorus, water quality
monitoring, the NSave corn
variety and innovative nutri-
ent management techniques.
This event aims to bridge sci-
entific research with practical
applications in the field. Din-
ner provided. RSVP by July
28 to 815-433-0371.

Jo Daviess County Farm
Bureau, Aug. 1, 1 to 5 p.m,,
first driveway south of 4629
IL-78 S., Stockton. This field
day invites Greg Thoren, who
manages a cattle and fence-
less grazing system called
“e-shepherd.” Thoren will
speak on the accessibility of
the e-shepherd program, as
well as his experience grow-
ing non-GMO corn, edamame
soy and other grains. He will
also discuss a new intercrop-
ping system with 60-inch row
corn and forage cropping.
Dinner provided. RSVP by
July 26 to 815-858-2235.

Will County Farm Bureau,
Aug. 4, 435 Goodenow Rd.,
Beecher. This field day will
feature visits to several farms
across Will County with a fo-
cus on nutrient management
practices. The day will be-
gin at the home of Will CFB
Foundation member Rita
Ludtke, where guests will
board a hayrack ride to tour
the featured sites. University

See NEWS, Page 5

473406
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Highland Community College announces Spring 2025 Dean’s List

Highland Community
College proudly announces
the dean’s list for the Spring
2025 semester. Students who
have completed 12 credit
hours or more during the se-
mester and have a minimum
3.25 grade point average
(GPA), based on a 4.0 scale,
are included on the dean’s
list. The Highest Honors are
awarded to students with a
perfect 4.0 GPA. High Hon-
ors are given to students with
a 3.50 to 3.99 GPA, and Hon-
ors students have earned a
GPA between 3.25 and 3.49.

Highest Honors
Elizabeth, IL:
Cenek-Tingle
Freeport, IL: Corissa Bak-
er, Sophie Buzzell, Cesar
Castro Rodriguez, Morgan
Cox, Kayleigh Cusimano,
Dustin Dale, Cameron Dol-
ieslager, Amanda Evon, Pa-
mela Fane, Saige Falconer,
Patrick Fowler, Kylen Gil-
lette, Heidi Heck, Kenton
Johnson, Lily Johnson, Mi-

Heather

chael Johnson, Colin Kuhn,
Arazara Lassandro, Alex
Lora Matos, Thad Man-
ning, Emrie Martin, Taryn
Mathews, Anne Mihm, Nino
Munjishvili, James Omarrah,
Maria Ortiz, Jorge Pena, Luis
Quintero, Michael Roberson,
Rachel Salazar, Olivia Schro-
eder, Evie Stingley, Chris-
topher Suarez, Jesse Suter,
Qianyi Wei, Amelia Wenzel,

Sharqusha Wright, Natalie
Yeoman
Lena, IL: Hailey Carr,

Aleeyah Erving, Janessa Es-
ser, Evelyn Karnatz, Casey
Klever, Charmae Koch, Pac-
ey Martin, Natalie McNutt,
Sarah Plapp, Jenna Ransom,
Mallory Sheppard, Zavier

Pearl City, IL: Estrel-
la Ayala Hinojosa, Blane
Foulker

Stockton, IL: Emma Ca-
hill, Rebecca Dreyer,
Veyah Luke, Sadie Vander-
heyden, Kacy Wright

Warren, IL: Arik Kaiser

High Honors

Lena Historical
Society presentatlon

The Lena Historical So-
ciety invites the public to a
program presented by Jim
Meyers featuring the unique
stone octagon home that has
been in the Meyers family
since 1905. Eight-sided oc-
tagon homes were popular in
the early 1890s in the Unit-
ed States and Canada. The
Meyer’s home was built in
the mid 1800’s and is located
on Range Road near Lena,

Thls presentation will in-
clude pictures, books and
newspaper articles featuring
the home. Jim Meyers and
Betty Sherron took owner-
ship of the home in 2018 and
have been in the process of
renovating the property. The
program will take place at
the Lena Historical Museum
on 427 Grove Street, Satur-
day, July 19 at 1 p.m.

o N e Ws (Continued from page 4)

of Illinois Research Assistant
Professor Connor Sible will
discuss conservation strate-
gies being implemented in
each field. RSVP by July 31
to 815-727-4811.

Cook County Farm Bu-
reau, Aug. 14, 3437 Sauk
Trail, Chicago Heights. Cook
CFB is partnering with Uni-
versity of Illinois Associate
Professor Andrew Margenot
to study the use of struvite
as a slow-release phosphorus
fertilizer. The multi-year proj-
ect investigates application
rates of struvite on high-value
crops and monitors soil and
water quality to measure ni-
trogen and phosphorus losses
compared to traditional fer-
tilizers. The study will also
evaluate the economic and
yield benefits of struvite on
specialty crop farms. RSVP
by August 7 to 708-354-3276.

Marshall County Farm Bu-
reau, Aug. 19, Koehler Farm,
896 CR 1400 N, Henry, park
to the left of the driveway.
This field day will highlight
a bioreactor installation at
Ethan Koehler’s farm. Koe-

hler is the newest participant
in the Woodchip Bioreactor
Partnership, a collaborative
effort launched in 2017 by
Illinois Farm Bureau (IFB),
Land Improvement Con-
tractors of America (LICA),
University of Illinois and the
Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service (NRCS). This
year’s field day will feature a
live demonstration of the bio-
reactor installation. RSVP by
August 12 to 309-364-2501.

The 2025 Nutrient Stew-
ardship Field Days are funded
through IFB’s Nutrient Stew-
ardship Grant Program. Since
2015, IFB has awarded a total
of $1.35 million for more than
156 county Farm Bureau-led
nutrient projects. For a third
year, IFB has distributed
grants for farmer-focused pro-
grams and materials to sup-
port pollinators and Monarch
butterflies. The 2025 grant
awards support 15 projects
with 18 participating county
Farm Bureaus and seven Pol-
linator Conservation projects
with 10 participating county
Farm Bureaus.

Elizabeth, IL: Tyson Heid-
enreich

Freeport, IL:  Eric Arm-
strong, Nathaniel Bicksler,
Xavier Blakney, Erick Castro
Rodriguez, Emerson Coon,
Eddy Cruz Olivo, Jordan
Fitzpatrick, Jacob George,
Ana Flavia Goncalves Cha-
gas, Taylor Griffin, Emanuel
Lantigua Paulino, Kerar Ma-
lik, Isaac Manthei, Haylee
McLain, Quaveon Meeks,
Aaron Melvin, Elijah Mi-
chael, Violet Micheletto, Ma-
layla Moe, Elise Nottingham,
Carson Price, Reina Roder-
ick, Katiana Rodriguez, Ash-
ley Rupnow, Caitlyn Simp-
son, Oscar Soto Arias, Noah

Summers, Kawon Taylor,
Zayvion Thomas, Antoinette
Turner, Junior Valdez Her-
rera, Parma Walker, Jersie
Zink, Dionis Zurita Mejia

Lena, IL: Emma Hassan,
Kaidynce Lynch, Aspen Rob-
erts, Hailey Smith, Lincoln
Stouffer, Trenton Swedlund,
Kanzas White

Orangeville, IL: Gabri-
el Blum, Thomas Creuzer,
Laney Holland

Pearl City, IL: Ava Brem-
mer, Skylar Davis, Taytum
Mullen, Lakota Scace, Hunt-
er Vick

Stockton, IL: Morgan
Blair, Dawson Broshous, Jar-
ed Dvorak, Morgan McPeek,

Church news

Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church

All are invited to worship
at Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church, 118 E. Mason St.
Lena, IL. Join on Sunday, July
20, 2025, for Worship Service
at 9:30 a.m. The Gospel will
be from Gospel Luke 10:38-
42.

On Wednesday, July 23 the
Peace Corps Quilting group
will meet from 8 a.m. to 11:30
a.m. All are welcome to join
and no quilting experience
necessary.

All the services will be
recorded and be available
on church’s Facebook page
and website. Please visit our
website and (http://goodshep-
herdlena.org/)and Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/
GSLCLenallL) for informa-
tion. Please contact the church
office at 815-369-5552 with
any questions.

St. John's
Lutheran Church
St. John’s Lutheran

Church, Pearl City will cele-
brate time after Pentecost on
Sunday, July 20 at 9 a.m.

Everyone is welcome to
come to St. John’s to play
cards and dominoes on Thurs-
day, July 24 at 1 p.m. and to
play dominoes in Luther Hall
on Tuesday, Aug. 5 at 9 a.m.

The next Men’s Breakfast
will be on Wednesday, Aug.
6 at 7:30 a.m. at the Beltline
Restaurant in Freeport.

The Summer Gathering
of the St. John’s Ladies will
be on Wednesday, July 16 at
9 a.m. at Karen Bremmer’s
house. Sign up in the lobby
of the church or call the office
for more information. Break-

fast will be provided by the
Women’s Gathering Board.

The Ladies Night Out and
Annual Meeting is scheduled
for Tuesday, Aug. 12 at 6 p.m.
at St. John’s. The theme of
the night is “Baskets of Sun-
shine” and will feature a pro-
gram by Deb Mather sharing
her basket weaving talents.
The cost is $10 and includes a
menu of chicken or ham salad
croissants, chips, fruit, straw-
berry, Key Lime, or Lemon
Meringue pie, coffee and
water. Sign up in the church
lobby or contact the office for
more information by Aug. 3.

The July Grace Meal will
be on Sunday, July 20. The
menu will be a brat with
bun, chips, baked beans, fruit
cup (diced peaches), and pud-
ding. Reservations are due in
the church office by Thurs-
day, July 17. Meals can be
picked up at the church on
July 20 between 11 a.m. and
12 p.m. This meal is partial-
ly funded by donations from
the Foundation of Northwest
Illinois. If you are interested
in donating to this ministry,
reach out to the church office
for more information.

We will be having our an-
nual Outdoor Worship Service
on Sunday, Aug. 3. Refresh-
ments will be served at 9:30
a.m. and the service will be at
10 a.m. This will take place
at the Pearl City Park District
shelter by the tennis courts.
Bring your lawn chair. Mu-
sic will be provided by “The
Risches”.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
of Pearl City is an ELCA
parish and is located at 229
First St. in Pearl City. We are
handicapped accessible. If
you need to contact the pastor

 SUBRORT THE BUSINESSES
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Lita Schmoll, Hailey Weipert

Warren, IL: Eve Moore,
Kayden Sperry

Saint Louis, MO: Logan
Flynn
Honors

Apple River, IL: Blake

LaDow, Hayden Moon, Janel
Radaszewski

Freeport, IL: Asha-Dae
Alert, Maike Alexander Mon-
tero, Evan Anderson, Noah
Brashaw, Brant Carlson,
Tyson Clingan, Diego Diaz
Acosta, Kyleigh Gentz, An-
ferni Guzman, Katarina Hat-
elak, Tyler Hintz, Mackenzie
Lei, Adonis Luzon Sanchez,
Johanna Matuszak, Christian

or church, you may call 815-
443-2215 for information.

Salem United
Church of Christ

All are welcome to join ser-
vice led by Pastor Christopher
Ham at Salem United Church
of Christ, 8491 West Salem
Road, Lena, IL, every Sunday
at 10 a.m. Sunday School for
children five years and older
is held during church service,
and nursery is available for
children under five years.

The Breakfast Bunch meets
every Wednesday at 8 a.m.
Everyone is welcome to join,
please check the newsletter,
Sunday bulletin or Facebook
page for location information.

Crafternoon is held every
third Wednesday from 4 p.m.
until 7 p.m. in the lower level
of the church. This space is
handicap accessible, and all
are welcome to join. During
this event, enjoy snacks, craft-
ing and good company. There
is plenty of space to spread
out a large project or to work
on something small.

For more information on
any Salem related items, you

HHHHHHEEHEHHHHHHHH

IEH Elizabeth, IL 61028

TR T
+ Homecoming Service

Questions? CaII Pastor Dottle at 815-845-2272

Schapyville Zion Presbyterian Church
635 E. Schapville Road

KHEHEHHHH R

Miller, Zachary Newcomer,
Joseph Nolty, Aidyn Palas,
Jasmine Pearson, Joel Peg-
uero, Cameren Plowman,
Kennedy Price, Kaitlyn Row,
Damon Shiles, India Tinnie,
Jace Urish, Daeshon Verner,
Colton Veruchi, Lauren Witte

Lena, IL: Morgan Ger-
ber, Nevaeh Gross, Cierra
Hatelak, Mila Sheppard,
Kyah White

Pearl City, IL: Rayce Mul-
len

Scales Mound, IL: Garrett
Pickel

Stockton, IL: Erica Galla-
gher, Colby Tucker

Winslow, IL: Corbin Ser-
vantez

can contact 815-369-4511
or ruth.dake @ gmail.com.

Scales Mound UMC
“Young at Heart”
features the Peace
Seekers Music Group

in July Gathering

Scales Mound  United
Methodist Church is pleased
to host the Peace Seekers at its
July “Young at Heart” com-
munity gathering on Tuesday,
July 22 at 1:30 p.m. This local
musical group whose caretak-
er is Mark Gallagher, and he
was part of the original Peace
Seekers in Stockton when
he was in high school. The
group has gathered musicians
throughout the years, and they
love to play Gospel, Rock ‘n
Roll, Folk and more.

Scales Mound UMC is lo-
cated at 319 Mason St. We in-
vite anyone who is “young at
heart” to join us. There is no
charge for this event. Please
contact Pastor Libby Ruth-
erford at rutherford.libby @
gmail.com or 815-990-1428
with any questions.

HH

Sunday,
July 27
10a.m.

Please join
us for a time
of worship,
fellowship
and food.

BHEHEHEHEHEEHEEHBEEH

.schapvillezion.org H:
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OPINION

In my opinion

lllinois must stop undervaluing

By Eliot Clay _ Ay
For the second year in | represents a

a row, the State of Illinois ! 48 percent
has chosen to underfund the | cut from
backbone of its conservation | Fiscal Year
infrastructure. This year’s 2024 and

.| leaves each
| district with
just enough
to scrape
together one
staff salary and benefits, if
that.

state budget once again
provides only $4.5 million
in operational funding for
the state’s 97 Soil and Water
Conservation Districts
(SWCDs)—comparable to
levels from the 1990s.

Elliot Clay

RISCHE BUILDERS

We build pole barns & can replace metal roofs on your
buildings or homes. We also sell & install new pine board
& batten siding. Let us come out & see your project.

Calloy 815.291.6111

This isn’t just a budget
issue. It’s a public health,
environmental, and economic
crisis in the making.

SWCDs are boots-on-the-
ground conservation partners
in every corner of Illinois.

Our mission is to connect
farmers and landowners
with the tools, science, and
technical assistance needed to
protect soil health and water
quality while maintaining
productive agriculture.

These aren’t abstract goals.
Our staff help farmers plant
cover crops that prevent
erosion, implement no-

till practices that improve
carbon retention, and design

conservation before it's too late

conservation systems that
reduce nutrient runoff into
our rivers.

That work is now at risk
of disappearing, especially
in rural communities where
SWCDs are often one of
the only technical resources
available for land and water
management. Some districts
might be forced to lay off
staff or shut down entirely.
Others will reduce services,
turning away farmers who are
eager to meet environmental
goals but can’t do it alone.

In the past month alone,
we’ve seen stark reminders

See OPINION, Page 7

Your “Main Street Chiropractor”
with over 43 years service to our community

N

]
® LILES CHIROPRACTIC
CLINIC, LTD

— Dr. Jared Liles —
238 W. Main St. Lena - 815-369-4914

Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. -

8:30 a.m. to Noon, 1:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Wed. - 8:30 a.m. to Noon
¢ Palmer Graduate

* BCBS, Quartz and Medicare Provider

Sat. by appointment
* Digital X-Ray

459524

Slices of life

Why is it?

We live in a quirky, weird,
sideways, upside-down
world where some things just
don‘t make sense—or they
make too much sense to be
sensible. As humans we often
perpetuate the nonsense. We
accept things for what they
are and go about our business
without question. But
sometimes I wonder. About
small things. Big things.
Random things, like:

Why do cats have to race
you up the stairs? They can
come out of nowhere just to
get one step ahead of you.
Sometimes my cats pause to
let me nearly catch up before
bounding upwards to beat
me. Again.

When shopping online
why are we required to put
certain items in our cart in
order to see their price while
other items have their prices
posted prominently?

If it’s a seedless
watermelon, what did it grow
from?

Why do we call them
red cabbage and red onions
when it’s obvious they are
purple? Red grapes are more
burgundy than red. Purple
potatoes are actually purple—
score one for the spuds.

When the batteries on
the TV remote go dead why
do we continue to press the
power button over and over
hoping they will suddenly
come to life? The same
phenomenon occurs when our
cell phone loses its charge.

Have you ever noticed
that abbreviated is an awfully
long word?

And big is not?

Other words are worth
contemplating—phonetically
speaking. Gynecologist
is a doctor for women.
Hysterectomy is a procedure
performed solely on women.
Hershey is word made up of
two female pronouns coming
together to make chocolate.

I guess that last one makes
perfect sense.

In the same vein, if
words like “he” and “she”
are pronouns, does that also
make them anti-verbs?

Why do we call it the
funny bone when bumping
it is certainly no laughing
matter?

By
JILL
PERTLER
Columnist

When I am driving
somewhere and get lost
why do I turn the radio off,
thinking it will help me find
my destination?

Why do people drive
around in convertibles
with the top down, but the
windows up?

Do they call it falling
asleep because of the falling
dream that sometimes
accompanies the going to
sleep process? Is it true you
would die if you landed (in
your dream) or is that just
one of those urban myths?

Who makes up all the
urban myths and why aren’t
they ever rural truths?

Is it possible to eat charred
chard? Or chilly chili?
Shrimpy shrimp?

If words made sense,
hamburger would be made of
ham and a hot dog would be
made of... Never mind.

Shouldn’t a pair of pants
be two of something?

Why is it always just one
shoe (or boot) lying in the
middle of the road, but we
never see the person who
is walking around with the
other one?

Every few years we are
required to renew our driver’s
license. Anyone besides me
keep the old ones around
lying in the junk drawer—
just because? Every so often
I glance through them to see
how much I used to weigh.

Why is it? I wish I could
tell you. Some things deny
explanation. It’s at the core
of the human paradigm; we
assume logic in an illogical
world.

Sort of like my cat. Who
won’t come when she’s
called but will race me up the
stairs every time. Go figure.

Jill Pertler is an award-
winning syndicated
columnist, published
playwright and author. Don’t
miss a slice; follow the Slices
of Life page on Facebook.

your source for on-line news:

RVPNEWS.
COM
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of what happens when
conservation is neglected. In
late May, communities south
of Chicago were warned not
to give tap water to infants
due to high nitrate levels—
likely the result of fertilizer
runoff into the Kankakee
River. Just weeks earlier,
Chicago experienced its
worst dust storm in nearly a
century, shutting down major
highways and endangering
lives. These are not isolated
events; they are signs of a
fragile ecological system
under strain.

In response to last
year’s devastating budget
cuts, AISWCD launched
a grassroots petition
campaign to demonstrate
public support for our
work. Volunteers gathered
thousands of signatures from
farmers, families, and local
leaders who understand the
importance of what we do.
We also introduced Senate
Bill 2387, a bipartisan, tax-
neutral proposal that would
have created a dedicated
revenue stream for SWCDs

A Great Big

THANK

YOU:
READERS

without costing Illinois
taxpayers a dime.

By the end of May, more
than half the Senate had
signed on as co-sponsors,
with strong support from
both Democrats and
Republicans.

Despite that momentum,
the Legislature adjourned
without acting. It’s
disappointing, not just
because of what it means
for our organization, but
because of what it signals
about the state’s long-term
vision. Illinois cannot
afford to treat conservation
as optional, especially at a
time when climate volatility,
rising input costs, and new
federal standards are making
sustainable farming both
harder and more essential.

We often say that [llinois’
greatest natural asset is
its soil. That’s not just
rhetoric—it’s reality. Our soil
feeds families, fuels industry,
and anchors an entire
economy. But soil doesn’t
protect itself. Without
adequate conservation

infrastructure, we risk losing
the foundation of everything
that makes Illinois strong.

AISWCD remains
committed to finding a path
forward. We will continue
to work with the General
Assembly, state agencies,
and the governor’s office to
create sustainable funding
models that ensure every
community has access to the
tools they need to protect
their land and water. But we
can’t do it alone.

We call on state leaders to
listen to their constituents,
revisit SWCD funding during
the next legislative session,
and recommit to investing
in the long-term health
of Illinois. Conservation
isn’t just about protecting
nature—it’s about protecting
our people, our economy, and
our future.

Eliot Clay is executive
director of the Association
of Illinois Soil & Water
Conservation Districts.
Learn more at https://aiswcd.
org.

who have sent a donation to
help underwrite the Scoop
Today/Shopper’s Guide. For
those of you who haven’t
done so in the past year, but
enjoy this newspaper and
would like to help us pay for
its operation, please send a
donation in any amount to:

»§coop Today,/Shopper's Guide

c/oRock Valley Publishing, 1102 Ann St., Delavan, WI 53115

IF YOU THINK YOUR NEWSPAPER IS WORTH
50¢ an issue, it would be $26.00; 75¢ an issue - £39.00

or ¥1 an issue - ¥52.00

You won't get a Scoop/Shopper’s Guide tote bag, an Apple gift card, or a
discount on an extended car warranty. But you will get the satisfaction of
knowing that you have helped support your favorite newspaper.
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Illinois Newspapers
keeping you informed

To know more, read public notices
intoday’s newspaper or go to

PublicNoticelllinois.com

449934

B;ought to you by your newspaper and the lllinois Press Association

STATELINE

CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

HUGE 3 DAY AUCTION : OVER 3500 LOTS
AUCTION DATES: JULY 25™ , 26™ ,& 27™
TIME: 8:00AM In-person & online
LOCATION: 110 E MURRAY STEET, BROWNTOWN,WI| 53522
CHECK OUT OUR NEW BIDDING PLATFORM! @BID.POWERSAUCTION.COM

DAY 2:LIVE & ONLINE
Golf & Turf, Recreation, Lawn & Garden,
New Attachments & Equipment

DAY 3: TIMED ONLINE ONLY
Tools, Toys, Miscellaneous,
And Maore!

DAY 1:LIVE & ONLINE
Farm, Construction, Recreation, Trucks,
Trailers, Large Equipment Auction
CONTACT US
( / - FOLLOWUS

/ ,406'7?0” SEEW&'E

474259

The Estate of Brad Bark

2 Online Only Auctions
15t Auction starts soft closing at 7:00 pm on Tuesday July 22
Auction #2 starts soft closing at 7:00pm Wednesday July 23
Pick up for both auctions will be at: 14669 Montague Rd., Winnebago, IL 60188
Friday July 25, from 9:00am - 3:00pm
Saturday July 26, from 9:00 am — 2:00 pm
Auctioneer Note: Brad was an avid outdoors man. This auction has lots of tools, guns, ammo, knives
and household items. All items must be picked up on pick up dates. This will be a large auction.

Auction #1: 50 Guns: Imez Russia PM/1J70-18A Makarov 9mm (missing safety), New England 410 ga,
Ruger 22 auto pistol (org box), Glock 17 9mm w/2mags (org box), S&M 40 cal auto w/2 mags (org
box), Ruger Redhawk44mag revolver (BSA optics), Taurus Raging Bull 44mag revolver (Tru Glo Optics),
Colt King Cobra 357 revolver (org box), Thompson/Center Arms 50 Lots of ammo, reload brass,
Hunting clothes, Hunting knives, Mounts, European skull mounts, Fishing equipment, Boy scout items,
2-Swords, Compound bows, Recurve bow, Security camera system, Chest Freezers, Frigidaire
Refrigerator/Freezer, Shopsmith MARK V Home workshop System #510, 10” Craftsman Radio Arm
Saw, Passlode Cordless Framing Nailer w/case, Milw Sawzall w/case, Milw Grinder w/Bag &
Accessories, Beer Lights: Old Style Beer Sign, Hamm'’s Beer Sign,

Auction # 2: Trucks & Cars: 2012 Chevy 3500HD Super Crew Dually 4x4 6.6 Duramax,146K miles Aux
Fuel Tank, 2018 GMC TERRAIN SLT AWD 58k miles, 1.6 LITER Diesel, 2006 Jeep Liberty CRD Limited
Leather Seats 4x4 Diesel (Turbo is out but have a new one), Motorcycle: Kawasaki Vulcan 1500
Meanstreak, UTV: 2017 Polaris Ranger 570EFI Hardtop windshield canvas doors 4x4, Trailers: 2019
ATLAS V Nose 26ft w/Fuel Doors Tandem Axle, 2002 BIG TEX 20ft Goose Neck Trailer w/5ft Dove Tail
tandem dual Axles, Tractors: JD 410C Diesel Backhoe Loader w/Jrb Quick Disconnect, YANMAR
Tractor Diesel w/Snowblower, Lots of Mechanics Tools, Pallet racking located in garage will be picked
up Sat at 12:00 noon. Auction Inspection: Thursday July 17 from 3:00-6:00pm.

Terms: All State and Fed gun laws apply. IL residents must have current FOID Card. Payment on guns
and Vehicles, Trailers Cash or wire Transfer. There will be a $40.00 charge for wires. Smokin Gun Worx
of Forreston, IL will handle all transfers for the guns. A fee of $25.00 will be charged per gun. Paid to
them by buyer. Buyers must bring help and proper tools to dismantle your purchases (if needed)
along with packing material and cartons. JD loader & Cargo Trailer reserved till Sat 1:00pm. All items
sold “AS IS”, All sales are final. Website: https://advancedauctions.hibid.com for more information
and to be able to register and bid on this auction. A 15% Buyers Premium will be charged.

Any questions or private showing please contact O.D. Holley at Advanced Auction & Appraisal at 815-
218-0705.

ols

ADVANCED

........

AUCTION AND APPRAISAL

474194
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FR oM LENA’s KITCHEN

The not so skinny cook

We had a great Fourth of
July and then the heat came
back with a vengeance. We
certainly didn’t get the hor-
rible storms that other parts
of the state did and no flash
floods. Summer continues as
we look for good recipes us-
ing the fruits and vegetables
of the season.

Shrimp Stuffed

Mushrooms

This dish can be used as an
appetizer or a main dish. It
does require a little prepara-
tion, but the combination of
the bacon and shrimp with the
mushrooms is delicious.

6 uncooked shrimp (16 to
20 per 1b.), peeled and dev-
eined; tails removed

6 bacon strips

12 Baby portabella mush-
rooms, stems removed

2 T. Sweet Baby Rays BBQ
sauce

Cut shrimp and bacon
strips in half. Place 1 piece
of shrimp on each mushroom
cap. Wrap each mushroom
with a piece of bacon; secure
it with a toothpick. Broil 4
inches from the heat until ba-
con is crisp and mushrooms
are tender, 10 to 15 minutes,
turning occasionally. Brush
with BBQ Sauce and broil
for 5 minutes longer. Discard
toothpicks before serving.

Coleslaw with Poppy

Seed Dressing
People have been harvest-

ing heads of cabbage from
their garden. This coleslaw
dressing is a little different
than the usual one. Try this
different approach to use that
cabbage for a great side dish.

Y medium head cabbage,
shredded (2% C)

Ys  medium head
cabbage, shredded (2% C.)

8 large carrots, shredded
4 C)

3 green onions, chopped (1
C)

1 C. poppy seed dressing

1/3 C. sunflower seeds
Poppy Seed Dressing

Y C. white vinegar

1/3 C. sugar

1 t. grated onion

1 t. ground mustard

1 t. salt

1 C. vegetable oil

1 T. poppy seeds

In a large bowl, combine
the cabbage, carrots and green
onions. Drizzle with dressing
to coat. Refrigerate, covered,
at least 1 hour. Just before
serving top with sunflower
seeds.

Dressing:  Place vinegar,
sugar, onion, mustard and salt
into a food processor; process
for 20 seconds. With the pro-
cessor running, gradually add
oil in a thin steady stream
until combined. Transfer the
dressing to a mason jar and
stir in poppy seeds.

red

Honey Lime Berry
Salad
This refreshing summer

salad melds a great dressing
with berries and fruit and adds
a touch of mint.

4 C. strawberries, halved

3 C. fresh blueberries

3 medium Granny smith
apples, cubed

1/3 C. lime juice

1/3 C. honey

2 T. minced fresh mint

In a large bowl, combine
strawberries, blueberries

FREELANCE REPORTERS
AND PHOTOGRAPHERS
NEEDED

Rock Valley Publishing is seeking freelance
reporters and photographers to produce
local news and photos for your hometown
newspaper. Weekly stories and photos
needed for Jo Daviess and Stephenson !
Counties. Writing and reporting experience
a plus. Work from home as an independent
contractor with no in-office requirement.

PLEASE EMAIL RESUME TO:
scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com

W

and apples. In a small bowl,
whisk lime juice, honey, and
mint. Pour over fruit; toss to
coat.

Radish Salad

I know some people have
had to pull their radishes be-
cause of the heat, but if yours
are still good, this radish salad
is a great way to serve them
up. Honey seems to be the
theme for salads this week. If
you plant a second crop, the
radishes should be good to go
in August and September.

24 radishes, quartered

1 t. salt

1 t. pepper

6 green onions, chopped

¥ C. thinly sliced celery
ribs

6 basil leaves, thinly sliced

Ya C. snipped fresh dill

Y4 C. olive oil

2 T. champagne vinegar

2 T. honey

2 garlic cloves, minced

% C. chopped nuts, toasted

Place radishes in a large
bowl; sprinkle with salt and
pepper. Toss the radishes to
coat with seasonings. Add
green onions, celery, basil and
dill. In a small bowl, whisk
the oil, vinegar, honey and
garlic; pour over salad and
toss to coat. Cover and refrig-
erate at least 1 hour. Sprinkle
with huts before serving.

Copycat Olive
Garden Chicken
Alfredo

This rich Italian entrée
sounds hard, but it is easy to
make. It requires the patience
in thickening the sauce. It is
not for the calorie watcher but
is great to make for a special
occasion. You can substitute
shrimp for the chicken.

12 oz. uncooked fettuccine

2 boneless skinless chicken
breasts

1 t. salt

2 t. pepper

2 T. olive oil

2 T. butter

Y C. butter

3 cloves garlic very finely
chopped

Y5 t. salt

Y t. pepper

12 T. flour

2 C. heavy cream

5 C. grated Parmesan

Cook and drain pasta ac-
cording to package directions.
Return pasta back to pan; cov-

er to keep warm. Season both
sides of the chicken breasts
with 1 t. salt and 1 t. pepper.
In a large skillet, heat the oil
and 2 T. butter over medium
high heat. Add the chicken
breasts and cook for 15 to 20
minutes, turning once, until
the juice of chicken is clean
when center of thickest piece
is cut (165 degrees). Place
chicken on a plate and cover
with foil.

In a large deep-sided skil-
let, melt Y2 C. butter over me-
dium heat. Add garlic to pan,
cooking until aromatic, about
30 seconds. Reduce heat to
medium-low. Season with %2
t. salt and Y2 t. pepper. Whisk
flour into butter, stirring until
no chunks remain. Slowly
whisk in cream. Continue
to cook just until sauce is
thickened enough to coat the
back of a spoon. Whisk par-
mesan into mixture stirring
until smooth. Remove pan
from heat and keep warm un-
til ready to serve by covering
with a lid or foil. Cut chick-
en into strips. To serve, place
pasta in a serving bowl or on
plates. Top with chicken and
drizzle with sauce. Garnish
with parsley and top with ad-
ditional Parmesan cheese.

Hot Dog Casserole

We go from the Italian
cuisine to the American clas-
sic with this casserole. I use
a mandolin anytime I am
wanting very thin potatoes.
It has the hotdogs and pota-
toes with a creamy sauce for
a great weeknight meal.

3 T. butter

2 T. flour

1%2 t. salt

Y t. pepper

1¥2 C. 2% milk

5 medium red potatoes,
thinly sliced

1 1b. pkg. all beef hot dogs,
halved lengthwise and cut
into ¥2-inch slices

1 medium onion, chopped

1/3 C. shredded cheddar
cheese

Preheat oven to 350. In a
small saucepan, melt butter.
Stir in the flour, salt, and pep-
per until smooth. Gradually
add the milk. Bring to a boil;
cook and stir until thickened
and bubbly about 2 minutes.
In a greased 2'2 qt. baking
dish, layer with a third of
the potatoes, half of the hot
dogs, and half of the onion.

USED AUTO PARTS
FOR MOST MAKES AND MODELS
LOCATING SERVICE AVAILABLE
Also buying junk cars & trucks
%7 Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. * Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon

@E@ [AUTO

815-599-0480
686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

392194

Repeat the layers. Top with
remaining potatoes.  Pour
white sauce over all. Bake,
covered, for 1 hour. Uncov-
er and sprinkle with cheese.
Bake until potatoes are ten-
der, 10 to 15 minutes longer.
Garnish with parsley if de-
sired.

Honey Berry Sheet

Cake

This festive July cake has
the taste of a honey cake, a
tradition in the South, and the
blending of fruit for a great
red and blue dessert.

1 C. sugar

1 C. canola oil

1 C. honey

3 eggs, room temperature

¥ C. orange juice

1 t. vanilla

3% C. flour

1 t. baking powder

1 t. baking soda

Y t. salt

1 C. fresh or frozen rasp-
berries

1 C. fresh or frozen blue-
berries
Glaze

1 C. powdered sugar

2 T. honey

2 T. 2 % milk

Preheat the oven to 350.
Grease a 9 x 13 baking pan.
In a large bowl, beat sugar,
oil, honey, eggs, orange juice
and vanilla until well blend-
ed. In another bowl, whisk
flour, baking powder, baking
soda and salt; gradually beat
into sugar mixture. Transfer
to prepared pan. Bake for
15 minutes. Sprinkle top of
cake with raspberries and
blueberries. Bake until a
toothpick inserted in center
comes out clean, 30 to 35
minutes longer. Cool com-
pletely in pan on a wire rack.
Combine glaze ingredients;
drizzle over cake. Serve with
additional berries.

Frozen Chocolate Pie

Looking for a dessert for
the hottest day of the year?
This chocolate frozen pie
will be a tasty treat on those
steamy hot days. It is easy
to make, and you can have
it on hand in the freezer for
a quick dessert. You can use
Hershey’s or Ghirardelli Co-
coa. You can buy a pie bak-
ing shell and bake it for this
recipe or use the Pillsbury
crust that you blind bake for

the crust.

3 oz. cream cheese, soft-
ened

¥ C. sugar

1 t. vanilla

1/3 C. baking cocoa

1/3 C. milk

1 carton (8 0z.) Cool Whip,
thawed

1 pie shell (9 inch) baked
pie pastry

Chocolate curls and semi-
sweet chocolate chips for
garnish

In alarge bowl, beat cream
cheese, sugar and vanilla un-
til smooth. Add cocoa alter-
nately with milk; mix well.
Fold in Cool Whip. Pour into
pie shell. Freeze for 8 hours
or overnight. Serve directly
from the freezer (pie will not
need to be thawed to cut).
Top with chocolate curls or
chocolate chips and addition-
al whipped topping.

Final Thoughts

The Freeport Concert
Band’s annual Fourth of July
tribute was spectacular. The
place was packed, and the
patriotic music was beauti-
ful. If you haven’t been to
one this year, there are a cou-
ple of concerts left. Music
in the Park continues at the
Lena Lake on Saturday eve-
nings and on Sundays at the
Splashland Pool and Golt
area on Sundays. All of these
events are free. Also don’t
forget the Pet and Bicycle Pa-
rade this Saturday, July 19 in
downtown Lena. You can get
food at most of these events
also.

I can’t believe that July
is half over, and that most
summer sporting events are
wrapping up. Soon it will
be time to think about start-
ing back to school. Visit the
Farmer’s Markets in the area
for lots of great things in-
cluding fresh produce, plants,
flowers, homemade baked
goods, home canned goods,
and beautiful crafts. Have a
great week.

We are looking for some
summer recipes with fruits
and vegetables of the sea-
son. If you find some recipes
to share, you can contact us
by email at scoopshopper@
rvpublishing.com or by mail
at From Lena’s Kitchen, The
Shopper’s Guide at Rock
Valley Publishing, 1102 Ann
St. Delavan, WI 56115.

BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

DT @SR Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!
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880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL = bcoins60@yahoo.com
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ISP investigating non-fatal
officer-involved shooting

The Illinois State Police
(ISP) Division of Criminal
Investigation for Troop 1,
Zone 2 continues its investi-
gation into a non-fatal shoot-
ing in Savanna at the request
of the Carroll County Sher-
iff’s Office.

July 1, the suspect in-
volved in the non-fatal
shooting, 59-year-old Mark
Feltmeyer, of Freeport, was
taken into custody. Feltmey-
er was charged with Posses-
sion of a Stolen Motor Vehi-
cle (Class 2 Felony), three
counts of Criminal Damage
to Government Supported
Property (Class 3 Felony),
Criminal Damage to Proper-
ty (Class 3 Felony), Aggra-
vated Fleeing and Attempt-
ing to Elude a Peace Officer
(Class 4 Felony), two counts
of Aggravated Assault -
Peace Officer (Class 4 Fel-
ony), Driving While License
Suspended (Class A Misde-
meanor) and two counts of
Resisting or Obstructing a
Police Officer (Class A Mis-
demeanor) by the Carroll
County State’s Attorney.

On June 25, around 10:19
p.m., Freeport Police De-
partment officers responded
to a report of a suspected sto-
len vehicle. Officers located
the vehicle and attempted a
traffic stop, but the vehicle

fled.  Later
that evening,
Jo  Daviess
County Sher-
iff’s  Office
deputies lo-
cated the
vehicle in
Hanover and
officers en-
gaged in a
short pursuit, but the vehi-
cle fled a second time. The
vehicle was located again
near Savanna around 3:40
a.m. on June 26, and officers
and deputies from the Car-
roll County Sheriff’s Office,
Mount Carroll Police De-
partment, and the Savanna
Police Department engaged
in a pursuit. Feltmeyer came
to a stop near the intersection
of Webster and Main Street
where officers on scene at-
tempted to place Feltmeyer
in custody. Feltmeyer resist-
ed arrest, which resulted in
squad car damage, officers
discharging their weapons,
and Feltmeyer being struck
by gunfire. The pursuit con-
tinued, but later ended near
the intersection of Chicago
Avenue and Gilbert Street.
Feltmeyer was transported
to an area hospital, but has
since been released and is
now in custody at the Ste-
phenson County jail.

Mark
Feltmeyer

This 1nvest1gat10n into
the shooting is open and on-
going. When complete, ISP
will submit all evidence and
facts for review to the Car-
roll County State’s Attor-
ney’s Office. No additional
information is available at
this time.

All suspects are presumed
innocent until proven guilty
beyond a reasonable doubt
in a court of law.
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Man charged with robbing
Rockford Post Office

A man was indicted on Tuesday by a
federal grand jury for robbing a post office
on May 27, 2025, in Rockford, Ill. Anthony
M. Johnson, 58, of Rockford, was charged
with one count of robbing a person having
lawful charge, control, and custody of
money of the United States and putting said
person’s life in jeopardy by the use of a
dangerous weapon.

The count carries a maximum sentence
of 25 years in prison. If convicted, the court
must impose a reasonable sentence under
federal sentencing statutes and the advisory
United States Sentencing Guidelines.

The indictment was announced by
Andrew S. Boutros, United States Attorney
for the Northern District of Illinois, and Ruth
Mendongca, Inspector in Charge of the U.S.
Postal Inspection Service Chicago Division.
The Rockford Police Department assisted
in the investigation. The government is
represented by Assistant U.S. Attorney
Jonathan S. Kim. The public is reminded
that an indictment contains only charges and
is not evidence of guilt. The defendant is
presumed innocent and is entitled to a fair
trial at which the government has the burden
of proving guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.

The competition will be fierce and
the talent on full display as top 4-H
exhibitors from across Stephenson
County face off in the 2025 Stephenson
County Master Showmanship Contest,
held on Thursday, July 24, at the
Stephenson County Fairgrounds.

The contest kicks off promptly at 3
p.m. in the Swine Show Ring, where
contestants will begin by demonstrating
their skills in swine showmanship. The
action then moves to the Sheep Ring,
finishing strong in the Beef Ring.

This prestigious event brings together
the best of the best—youth who have
already proven themselves in individual
species showmanship contests.
Contestants will be judged not only on
their handling ability but also on their

Springfield.

knowledge of each animal species and
their professionalism in the show ring.
The overall winner will be named
Stephenson County Master Showman
and will go on to represent the county
at the Illinois State Fair Master
Showmanship Contest this August in

The event is proudly sponsored in
partnership with the Stephenson County
Farm Bureau, whose continued support
helps make this experience possible for
youth in our community. Cash prizes
and special awards will be presented
immediately following the contest to
recognize the dedication and excellence
of participating 4-H members.

A special donation has also been
made by the Curt Miller Family in

Stephenson County Master Showmanship
Contest Set for July 24 at County Fair

memory of Curt Miller, a dedicated
advocate and longtime volunteer for
Stephenson County 4-H. His legacy
lives on in this meaningful event, which
continues to inspire youth and honor
his commitment to agriculture and
education.

Youth interested in participating in
the contest can learn more by visiting
go.illinois.edu/SC4-H or by calling
the University of Illinois Extension
— Stephenson County Office at 815-
235-4125. For more information about
Stephenson County 4-H or how to get
involved in future service projects, please
contact Jen Schultz at the University of
Illinois Extension — Stephenson County
office by phone at 815-235-4125 or by
email at js80@illinois.edu.
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SUDOKU

Fun by the Numbers

Level: Intermediate

Like puzzles? Then you'll love sudoku. This
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the
moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and
put your sudoku savvy to the test! Here’s How It
Works: Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid,
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku,
the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column
and box. Each number can appear only once in each
row, column and box. You can figure out the order in
which the numbers will appear by using the numeric
clues already provided in the boxes. The more
numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the
puzzle!

STAY COOL WORD

N LI KIFWH
VDS GI KNG
W G R OHEA AT
U UK CNWUF
G P KMTSLC
G WRTU CETDY
I KA EHTCMIL
M V RPSTKP
DENONNTCHD
K'Y TY WV EL
0 CTS CTUPD
Z I S I Y NOCE
S YOV CSEWU
E VM FEA ATETI
N FRERNPE
0 TS CKETA
Z Z LW CWDS
R E L DNAHN
R ETLTITFUVI
R 0P AV F AH

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.
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I Y ZTUGR RN
R CI TDAMHY
I Z KDL SDM
T A TS O0MR RE
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R ¢CU P CUUP
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WORDS

AIRFLOW
CAPACITY
COIL
CONDENSATE
CONDENSER
COoL
DAMPER
DIFFUSER
DUCTWORK
EFFICIENCY
EVAPORATOR
FAN
FILTER
HANDLER
HEAT PUMP
HUMIDITY
HVAC
REFRIGERANT
SYSTEM
TEMPERATURE
THERMOSTAT
VAPOR
VENTS
ZONES

Z=N<<<THOHZ=ECIT--Ts<sH<CCZX=
TIOX=Tuvox ovuwnm<NMmMocCc=Zo=>rN=2

CLUES ACROSS
1. Resorts
5. One point south of
southwest
9. Musical performances
11. Matched
13. Four-footed animal part
15. Express severe
disapproval of
16. Type of leaf
17. Preparatory
19. Walk heavily
21. Succulent plants
22. Rectangle of grass
23. Lump in yarn
25.Too
26. Foot (Latin)
27. Afflicts
29. Smoothed
31. Mind (Greek)
33. Tampa ballclub
34. Semitic language
36. Sheltered sides
38. Ocean
39. Electronic point of sale
41. Thrust a knife into
43. 12th month (abbr.)
44. Ringworm
46. Father of Aoris (Greek
myth.)
48. Fighting back
52. Cease to exist
53. Insects in adult stage
54. Freestanding sculpture
56. Caps
57. Repents
58. Brown and Wallace are
two
59. Moved quickly

CLUES DOWN
1. Goes bad
2. Yard structure
3. They __

43

78

53

56

4. Marine invertebrate

5. European river

6. Office supplies firm

7. Physically abused

8. Service stations in Australia

9. Kills

10. Liquid body substances
11. Particular to a given
individual

12. Brave or noble act

14. Sicilian city

15. Conqueror

18. Elected officials

20. Type of “pig”

24. Drop of viscous substance
26. Monetary unit of Spain

59

28. Guarantees

30. Coloring materials
32. Reddish browns

34. Square measure

35. Will not

37. Canned fish

38. Appeared

40. Six (Spanish)

42. Took off

43. Negligible amount
45. Posts in a Greek temple
47. Witnesses

49. Phil __, former CIA
50. Places to park

51. Guns

55. Dance to pop music
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Pritzker signs $55.1 billion state budget reliant on $700 million of new taxes

By Ben Szalinski
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Gov. JB Pritzker signed II-
linois’ fiscal year 2026 budget
into law last week, taking shots
at President Donald Trump’s
budget management to defend
hard choices state lawmakers
were forced to make this year.

The $55.1 billion spending
plan set to take effect July 1 is
the largest in state history and
is supported by $55.3 billion in
anticipated revenue, including
more than $700 million in new
taxes and more than $500 mil-
lion in one-time revenues.

Democrats approved the
budget shortly before midnight
on May 31 with only a handful
of Democrats opposing it and
all Republicans unanimously
voting against it.

The budget’s passage came
after months of discussion about
closing an initially projected $3
billion deficit and growing con-
cerns about Trump’s treatment
of state funding in Washington.
Pritzker, a possible 2028 pres-
idential candidate, used Mon-
day’s budget signing ceremony
in Chicago as an opportunity to
draw a contrast between his and
Trump’s budgets.

“While the Trump admin-
istration goes on Fox News
lying about being fiscally re-
sponsible, Illinois is showing
a better way: Balancing the
budget while maintaining the
programs that most people rely
on,” Pritzker said.

“Congress is about to pass a
federal budget that has one of
the largest budget deficits ever
in a year without a war or a
pandemic. By contrast, Illinois
is balancing its budget and pru-
dently improving its fiscal con-
dition,” he said.

Pritzker and other Democrat-
ic leaders acknowledged that
crafting the FY26 budget was
challenging but continues to
make investments Democrats
believe are priorities. Discre-
tionary spending will increase
by less than 1 percent in FY26,
Pritzker said. Despite the mini-
mal increase, the FY26 budget
still spends about $2 billion
more than FY25.

Democrats ‘“ace the chal-
lenges and uncertainty head on,
and the result is a budget that
is truly balanced with no gim-
micks,” House Speaker Chris
Welch, D-Hillside, said.

But that’s not how Repub-
licans view the budget’s fund
sweeps and delayed transfers
that free up hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars that can be used
in FY26.

“This approach sets Illinois
up for failure by FY27 and con-
tinues a pattern of short-term
thinking,” House Minority
Leader Tony McCombie, R-Sa-
vanna, said in a statement.

Senate Minority Leader John
Curran, R-Downers Grove,
condemned lawmakers for fail-
ing to deliver significant tax
cuts since Pritzker took office
in 2019 when Illinois’ budget

totaled about $40 billion.

“You know it’s a bad bud-
get when it’s based on nearly
$1 billion in tax increases and
enhancements,” he said in a
statement.

The governor also used his
broad authority to reduce a pair
of technical errors in the bud-
get. The changes lower spend-
ing by $161.2 million from
what lawmakers passed.

Tax increases on tobacco
and vape products,
businesses

The tax plan will raise $709
million in new revenue through
what House Majority Leader
Robyn Gabel, D-Evanston,
characterized as “smart new
sources of revenue.” They in-
clude new taxes on businesses,
sports betting and tobacco and
vape products, according to
a list provided by the Senate
Democratic caucus.

The budget will not raise
personal income, corporate in-
come or sales taxes after Pritz-
ker told reporters that he will
veto any budget containing
“broad-based” tax increases
just days before the bill passed.

The largest sum of new tax-
es, $336 million, are on busi-
nesses outside of Illinois that
lawmakers call “leveling the
playing field” and will require
businesses to pay more income
tax to the state on their profits.

Consumers will face new
taxes on specific items, includ-
ing taxes on tobacco, vaping
and other nicotine products,
which are increasing to 45 per-
cent to raise $50 million. An
existing telecommunications
tax will also rise from 7 percent
to 8.65 percent and raise $49
million to fund the statewide
988 hotline.

A new tax on sports bets will
charge betting sites 25 cents for
the first 20 million wagers and
50 cents for each bet following
that. It’s projected to raise $36
million. Sports betting sites
FanDuel and DraftKings have
both announced they will im-
plement 50-cent transaction
fees on Illinois customers in
response to the tax.

Short-term rentals will have
to begin paying the state’s ho-
tel operator’s tax. The charge is
already applied to hotels in the
state, and Airbnb already pays
it voluntarily, but more compa-
nies like Vrbo will now be re-
quired to pay the tax expected
to raise an additional $10 mil-
lion.

A pair of tax amnesty pro-
grams are expected to raise
$228 million. Those programs
are meant to incentivize tax-
payers to pay overdue taxes.

The budget deploys a series
of tactics designed to free up
more money for spending in the
general fund in FY26 without
repeating as a revenue source
for the following year’s budget.

It suspends the monthly
transfer to the “rainy day” fund
for one year, freeing up $45

million for general fund use.
Pritzker has taken pride in the
fund’s increase in recent years
as it’s grown to a balance of
$2.3 billion, up from less than
$60,000 when he took office.
The fund is still estimated to
grow by $161 million from
interest and contributions from
other funds in FY?26.

The state will also pause the
final transfer of motor fuel sales
tax revenue to the road fund in
order to free up $171 million.
That scheduled transfer was set
in motion by the state’s 2019
infrastructure plan, with the
sales tax supporting bond debt
taken out to complete road and
bridge projects. This year was
to be the final year of incremen-
tal transfers that took place over
the past five years.

The budget package also
establishes a new $100 mil-
lion BRIDGE fund that the
governor can tap into “in the
event of unanticipated delays
in or failures of revenues.” The
measure, an apparent nod to the
uncertainty of federal funding
amid ongoing congressional
budget negotiations, will come
from money swept from 57 dif-
ferent funds.

When combined with the
tax amnesty program, the fund
sweeps and delayed transfers
add up to at least $544 million
of one-time revenue in this
year’s state budget that will not
be available in FY27.

Health and Human
Services

The most notable change
to health care funding is the
elimination of the Health Ben-
efits for Immigrant Adults, or
HBIA, program that provided
certain low-income noncitizens
between ages 42 and 64 with
state health care benefits akin
to Medicaid. Eliminating the
program saves the state $330
million, but the $110 million
Health Benefits for Immigrant
Seniors, or HBIS, remains in
place.

“This was part of the chal-
lenge that we had to address,”
Pritzker said. “It was a program
that had been growing signifi-
cantly in cost. I do believe that
everybody should have health
care. I also know that we have
to live within our means in the
state of llinois.”

HBIA’s elimination comes
after a recent audit found the
two programs have cost the
state at least $1.6 billion since
their inception, far exceeding
original estimates for the pro-
gram. Last year, the state put
new guardrails in place to limit
enrollment into the programs
and reduce costs through co-
pays and other measures.

HBIA’s elimination also
comes as Congress debates a
domestic policy plan that could
reduce reimbursements  to
states that provide health care
benefits to noncitizens.

In anticipation of broader
reductions to health care and

Medicaid reimbursements to
the state, Illinois lawmakers
also increased spending on oth-
er health care and social service
programs:

* $40 million for Federal-
ly Qualified Health Centers.
These centers could provide
care for people who lose cover-
age under HBIA turn.

* $18 million from the Gen-
eral Revenue Fund for five
safety-net hospitals in the
state’s Medicaid managed care
program. Another $100 million
from Fund for Illinois’ Future
will go to support the Medicaid
managed care program at 12
other safety net hospitals.

e $60 million for adminis-
trative expenses for the Sup-
plemental Nutrition Assistance
Program. That’s a * $20 million
increase from FY25 as Con-
gress has proposed requiring
states to cover half of adminis-
trative costs.

* $263.7 million for HOME
Illinois, a program created to
reduce homelessness in Illinois.
Housing advocates calculated
that between Home Illinois and
other housing line items, the
budget includes $354 million
in funding. That’s about a $14.6
million decrease from a year
ago, which marks about double
of what Pritzker proposed cut-
ting in homelessness funding in
February.

* An 80-cent hourly wage in-
crease for direct service profes-
sionals who service individuals
with intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities in commu-
nity care settings. However,
overall flat funding for the pro-
gram means 305 positions in
the program will be eliminated,
according to the They Deserve
More coalition. Community
Care Program workers at the
Illinois Department on Aging
will receive a 75-cent hourly
wage increase.

* A new $25 million Pre-
scription Drug Affordability
Fund to support certain phar-
macies in Illinois in competi-

tion against larger pharmacy
benefit managers.

$15 million for the Medical
Debt Relief Pilot Program that
purchases medical debt from
patients at a fraction of the total
debt.

* A $4 million increase for
the Department of Children and
Family Services aimed at hiring
100 additional staff members.

* A child tax credit created
in 2024 at 20 percent of the
Earned Income Tax Credit will
double to 40 percent.

Education

The state’s evidence-based
funding model for K-12
schools calls for $350 million
in additional funding each year,
with a portion of that going to
a property tax relief fund and
the rest directly to schools. The
proposed budget fully funds
the K-12 education increase at
$307 million but does not add
$43 million in property tax re-
lief funds.

Funding for higher education
operational expenses is only
going up 1 percent. Pritzker had
proposed 3 percent. Democrat
budget leaders have said the
spending plan includes ways
to increase funding by an addi-
tional 2 percent if there are sig-
nificant cuts in federal funding
for higher education, however.

The budget also includes:

* A $10 million increase to
the Monetary Award Program
grants for lower-income col-
lege students.

* $8 million for a minority
teacher scholarship program.

$2.9 million for the state’s
Common App initiative to
make it easier for high school
students to apply to Illinois
colleges and universities at one
time.

¢ $212 million for Pritzker’s
Smart Start early childhood ed-
ucation program.

* $21.7 million for the new-
ly created Department of Early
Childhood

Others spending areas

Part of the budget package
created a new Tier 2 reserve
fund that can be accessed if
there are violations of what’s
known as the federal “safe har-
bor” law. Lawmakers appropri-
ated $75 million for the fund
this year, in line with Pritzker’s
proposal. Broader reform to
Tier 2 was not considered this
spring.

“With this fix going into ef-
fect, we’re protecting our tax-
payers and state workers from
future shortfalls that could cost
the state much more,” Pritzker
said.

Attorney General Kwame
Raoul is receiving a $15.7 mil-
lion general fund increase as
his office engages in a growing
number of lawsuits against the
Trump administration. Raoul
told lawmakers he needs more
attorneys to handle the cases
and a generally growing work-
load in his office. However,
because of declining revenue
in other funds, total funding for
the office largely remains flat in
FY26.

The budget sent to Pritzker
included a 5 percent pay raise
for state lawmakers, to $98,304.
State law sets the pay for legis-
lators to increase annually with
inflation, and lawmakers took
no action to stop it from occur-
ring in FY26.

The budget also includes:

* $500 million for the De-
partment of Central Manage-
ment Services and Department
of Commerce and Economic
Opportunity for the Surplus
to Success program to prepare
idle state properties for eco-
nomic development.

$17.9 million for the Depart-
ment of Financial and Profes-
sional Regulation to implement
anew licensing system

* $40 million for immigrant
Welcoming Centers

* $6.2 billion for Department
of Transportation construction
projects, including $4.5 billion
for roads and bridges.

Yew toybelinypictures!

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS

TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

We are interested!

V¥ Community events, car washes, festivals, lemmonade
stands, school projects - people at work and at play.

This is

V¥ Show the community what
your group has been doing!

V¥V NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!

V¥ Just shoot and e-mail!

V¥ We need you to ID everyone
in the photo first and last names required

V Tell us what’s happening in the photo

V¥V Please do NOT crop your photos.

V Tell us who took the photo and we will give
them a photo credit
E-mail your photos at the highest
possible resolution to:
scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE, FVPNeWs.Ccom

your chance fo
promote your

organization or
special event!
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IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE 15TH
JUDICIAL DISTRICT

JO DAVIESS COUNTY -
GALENA, ILLINOIS

ROCKET MORTGAGE,

LLC F/K/A QUICKEN

LOANS, LLC F/K/A

QUICKEN LOANS INC.
Plaintiff,

_V._

ANTHONY F. SIERGIE]J
et al
Defendant
2024 FC 64
NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS
HEREBY GIVEN that
pursuant to a Judgment of
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered in the above cause
on May 8, 2025, an agent
for The Judicial Sales Cor-
poration, will at 1:30 PM
on August 12, 2025, at
the office of Vincent Roth
Toepfer & Leinen PC,
11406 U.S. Route 20 W,
Galena, IL, 61036, sell at
public in-person sale to the
highest bidder, as set forth
below, the following de-
scribed real estate:

THAT PART OF THE
SOUTHEAST QUARTER
OF SECTION 34, TOWN-
SHIP 27 NORTH, RANGE
4 EAST OF THE FOURTH
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN,
DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS:

COMMENCING AT
THE EAST QUARTER
CORNER OF SEC-
TION 34 AND THENCE
SOUTH 0 DEGREES, 00
MINUTES AND 00 SEC-
ONDS EAST ON THE
EAST LINE OF SAID
SOUTHEAST QUAR-
TER 1761.42 FEET TO A
POINT IN THE CENTER
LINE OF EAST PARK-
ER ROAD; THENCE
NORTH 73 DEGREES, 51
MINUTES AND 00 SEC-
ONDS WEST ON SAID
CENTER LINE, 408.72
FEET TO THE CENTER
LINE OF STATE ROUTE
78 AND THE PLACE
OF BEGINNING OF
THIS DESCRIPTION;
THENCE CONTINUING
NORTH 73 DEGREES, 51
MINUTES AND 00 SEC-
ONDS WEST ON THE
CENTER LINE OF SAID
EAST PARKER ROAD,
535.82 FEET; THENCE
SOUTH 12 DEGREES,
55 MINUTES AND 40
SECONDS WEST, 164.70
FEET; THENCE SOUTH
52 DEGREES, 58 MIN-
UTES AND 38 SECONDS
EAST, 70.0 FEET:

THENCE SOUTH 16
DEGREES, 22 MIN-

UTES AND 24 SEC-

ONDS WEST, 136.80
FEET; THENCE NORTH
61 DEGREES 35 MIN-
UTES AND 04 SECONDS
EAST, 256.05 FEET;
THENCE SOUTH 65 DE-
GREES, 47 MINUTES
AND 57 SECONDS EAST
225.79 FEET TO A POINT
IN THE CENTER LINE
OF SAID STATE ROUTE
78; THENCE NORTH
33 DEGREES, 32 MIN-
UTES AND 09 SECONDS
EAST ON SAID CENTER
LINE, 186.42 FEET TO
THE PLACE OF BEGIN-
NING IN JO DAVIESS
COUNTY, ILLINOIS, AS
MORE PARTICULARLY
SHOWN ON A SURVEY
BY D. B. PERRY OF C.
F. SURVEYING COM-
PANY, REGISTERED
ILLINOIS LAND SUR-
VEYOR, AS REVISED
JANUARY 7, 1996 AND
RECORDED JANUARY
19, 1996 IN PLAN HOLD
D OF PLATS AT NO. 43
AS DOCUMENT NO.
242579. SITUATED IN
THE COUNTY OF JO
DAVIESS, STATE OF IL-
LINOIS.

Commonly known as
9643, 9715, 9823 E PARK-
ER RD, STOCKTON, IL
61085

Property Index No. 17-
000-360-00

The real estate is im-
proved with a residence.

Sale terms: 25% down
of the highest bid by cer-
tified funds at the close
of the sale payable to The
Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion. No third party checks
will be accepted. The bal-
ance, in certified funds/or
wire transfer, is due with-
in twenty-four (24) hours.
The subject property is
subject to general real es-
tate taxes, special assess-
ments, or special taxes
levied against said real es-
tate and is offered for sale
without any representation
as to quality or quantity of
title and without recourse
to Plaintiff and in ”AS IS”
condition. The sale is fur-
ther subject to confirma-
tion by the court.

Upon payment in full of
the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Cer-
tificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a
deed to the real estate after
confirmation of the sale.

Where a sale of real es-
tate is made to satisfy a
lien prior to that of the
United States, the United
States shall have one year

from the date of sale with-
in which to redeem, except
that with respect to a lien
arising under the internal
revenue laws the period
shall be 120 days or the
period allowable for re-
demption under State law,
whichever is longer, and in
any case in which, under
the provisions of section
505 of the Housing Act
of 1950, as amended (12
U.S.C. 1701k), and subsec-
tion (d) of section 3720 of
title 38 of the United States
Code, the right to redeem
does not arise, there shall
be no right of redemption.

The property will NOT
be open for inspection
and plaintiff makes no
representation as to the
condition of the property.
Prospective bidders are
admonished to check the
court file to verify all infor-
mation.

If this property is a con-
dominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale, other than
a mortgagee, shall pay the
assessments and the legal
fees required by The Con-
dominium Property Act,
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and
(g)(4). If this property is a
condominium unit which is
part of a common interest
community, the purchas-
er of the unit at the fore-
closure sale other than a
mortgagee shall pay the as-
sessments required by The
Condominium  Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-
D).

IF YOU ARE THE
MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN
IN POSSESSION FOR 30
DAYS AFTER ENTRY
OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION
15-1701(C) OF THE IL-
LINOIS MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo
identification issued by a
government agency (driv-
er’s license, passport, etc.)
in order to gain entry into
our building and the fore-
closure sale room in Cook
County and the same iden-
tification for sales held at
other county venues where
The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration conducts foreclosure
sales.

For information, exam-
ine the court file, CODI-
LIS & ASSOCIATES,
P.C. Plaintiff’s Attorneys,
15W030 NORTH FRONT-
AGE ROAD, SUITE 100,

BURR RIDGE, IL, 60527
(630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES
CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive,
24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-
SALE
You can also visit The Ju-
dicial Sales Corporation at
www.tjsc.com for a 7 day
status report of pending
sales.
CODILIS &
ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH
FRONTAGE ROAD,
SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail:
pleadings @il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No.
14-24-06131
Attorney ARDC No.
00468002
Case Number: 2024 FC 64
TISC#: 45-1250
NOTE: Pursuant to the
Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised
that Plaintiff’s attorney is
deemed to be a debt collec-
tor attempting to collect a
debt and any information
obtained will be used for
that purpose.
Case # 2024 FC 64
13269595
(Published in
The Scoop Today
July 16, 23 & 30, 2025)
474314

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE FIF-
TEENTH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT
STEPHENSON
COUNTY, ILLINOIS
GUILD MORTGAGE
COMPANY LLC,
PLAINTIFF,
VS.
MICHAEL A HARNISH;
UNKNOWN OWNERS
AND NON-RECORD
CLAIMANTS,
DEFENDANTS.
NO. 2025FC16
1526 WEST STOVER
STREET
FREEPORT, IL 61032
JUDGE
PRESIDING JUDGE
NOTICE BY
PUBLICATION
NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN TO YOU,
Michael A Harnish
Unknown Owners and
Non-Record Claimants
defendants, that this case
has been commenced in
this Court against you and
other defendants, asking
for the foreclosure of a cer-
tain Mortgage conveying
the premises described as

follows, to wit:

THE EASTERLY 22
172 FEET OF LOT TWO
HUNDRED-NINETEEN
(219) AND ALL THAT
PART OF THE VACATED
ALLEY LYING NORTH
OF AND ADJACENT TO
AFORESAID LOTAS VA-
CATED BY ORDINANCE
RECORDED MARCH
9, 1976 IN BOOK P-222,
PAGE 1044, AS DOCU-
MENT NO. 91-948 AND
RECORDED MARCH 29,
1976, IN BOOK P-222,
PAGE 1429, AS DOCU-
MENT NO. 91-1196, ALL
IN SAXBY HEIGHTS
ADDITION; SITUATED
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF
FREEPORT, @ COUNTY
OF STEPHENSON AND
STATE OF ILLINOIS.

ALSO, ALL OF LOT
TWO HUNDRED-TWEN-
TY (2200 AND THE
WESTERLY 22 1/2 FEET
OF LOTTWO HUNDRED
TWENTY-ONE (221),
IN SAXBY HEIGHTS
ADDITION; SITUATED
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF
FREEPORT, COUNTY
OF STEPHENSON AND
STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Commonly known as:
1526 West Stover Street

Freeport, IL 61032

and which said Mortgage
was made by,

Michael A Harnish

Mortgagor(s), to

Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc.
as nominee for Guild Mort-
gage Company LLC

Mortgagee, and recorded
in the Office of the Record-
er of Deeds of Stephenson
County, Illinois, as Docu-
ment No. 202300197098;
and for other relief.

UNLESS YOU file your
answer or otherwise file
your appearance in this
case, on or before August
1, 2025, A JUDGMENT
OR DECREE BY DE-
FAULT MAY BE TAK-
EN AGAINST YOU FOR
THE RELIEF ASKED IN
THE COMPLAINT.

You have been sued. To
participate in the case,
you MUST file an official
document with the court
within the time stated on
this Notice called an “Ap-
pearance” and a docu-
ment called an “Answer/
Response”. The Answer/
Response is not required
in small claims or eviction
cases unless ordered by the
court. If you do not file an
Appearance and Answer/
Response on time, the
court may decide the case

without hearing from you,
and you could be held in
default and lose the case.
After you fill out the nec-
essary documents, you
need to electronically file
(e-file) them with the court.
To e-file, you must create
an account with an e-fil-
ing service provider. For
more information, go to
ilcourts.info/efiling. If you
cannot e-file, you can get
an exemption that allows
you to file in-person or by
mail. You may be charged
filing fees, but if you can-
not pay them, you can file
an Application for Waiver
of Court Fees. It is possi-
ble that the court will allow
you to attend the first court
date in this case in-person
or remotely by video or
phone. Contact the Cir-
cuit Court Clerk’s office
or visit the Court’s website
to find out whether this is
possible and, if so, how to
do this. Need help? Call or
text Illinois Court Help at
833-411-1121 or go to il-
courthelp.gov for informa-
tion about going to court,
including how to fill out
and file documents. You
can also get free legal in-
formation and legal refer-
rals at illinoislegalaid.org.
All documents referred to
in this Notice can be found
at ilcourts.info/forms.
Other documents may be
available from your local
Circuit Court Clerk’s of-
fice or website. =gNecesita
ayuda? Llame o envie un
mensaje de texto a Illinois
Court Help al 833-411-
1121, o visite ilcourthelp.
gov para obtener infor-
macién sobre los casos de
la corte y como completar
y presentar formularios.
PURSUANT TO THE
FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT,
THE PLAINTIFF’'S AT-
TORNEY IS DEEMED
TO BE ADEBT COLLEC-
TOR ATTEMPTING TO
COLLECT A DEBT AND
ANY  INFORMATION
WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.
McCalla Raymer
Leibert Pierce, LLP
Attorney for Plaintiff
1 N. Dearborn St.
Suite 1200
Chicago, IL 60602
Ph. (312) 346-9088
File No.
25-205951L-1194048
13269087
(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide
July 2,9 & 16, 2025)
473961
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It’s mid-July and many
of our recent high school
graduates are now preparing
for life in a dorm. Starting
college is one of life’s big
steps towards autonomy or
being fully on your own.

In all of the excitement and
change, it can be easy to
overlook your dental health.
All too often we see young
adults who enter college
with no cavities and return
home for the holidays with
gingivitis and multiple
cavities.

You do not get a second
chance to make a first
impression. Make sure your
first impressions on campus,
whether with roommates,
new friends, professors, or
potential dates, include a
bright, healthy smile and
fresh breath. For many
students, this might be the
first time you’re fully in
charge of your own dental
health, and it’s important to
get off to a great start. Make

By

DR. STEPHEN
PETRAS
lllinois Licensed
General Dentist

sure that your packing list
includes all of the tools that
you will need to keep that
healthy smile. This includes
a soft-bristled toothbrush,
fluoride toothpaste and floss.
Dorm living involves
sharing space with
roommates, including the
bathroom, so purchase
a case for easy storage,
portability, and protection
against someone else using
your toothbrush. Pack your
retainer if you have had
orthodontic treatment and/
or your mouth guard if you
play sports. Having these
items readily available makes
it easier to stick to your oral
care routine, as you meet

new people, adjust to your
new course load, and learn
how to navigate life on your
own.

When you oversleep or
stay up late studying, it can
be tempting to skip brushing
and flossing your teeth.

This can lead to inflamed,
bleeding gums, cavities, and
bad breath. This will not only
have a negative effect on
your oral and overall health,
but on your social life as
well.

For many new college
students, the stress
of balancing school
assignments, personal care,
late-night study sessions
followed by early morning
exams and/or classes, a part-
time job and multiple social
events can be completely
overwhelming. People react
differently when put into
stressful situations. This
stress can lead to habits like
teeth grinding (bruxism),
jaw clenching, nail-biting,

Wednesday, July 16, 2025

chewing on pens or ice or
stress-eating (the famous
freshmen fifteen). This can
cause jaw pain, headaches,
TMD, inflamed gums and
physical damage to your
teeth. Stress can also affect
your salivary glands. Dry
mouths breed harmful
bacteria. Staying hydrated
with fluoridated water is one
of the body’s most reliable
defenses against tooth decay
and gum disease. Limiting
snacking, choosing healthy
foods, and swishing water
after each snack and meal
will help to keep your mouth
clean and hydrated.

High stress can also lead
to anxiety or depression.
Many college students are
reluctant to tell someone
they are struggling with the
stress of college life. A lack
of personal hygiene is one
the negative behaviors that
accompany overwhelming
anxiety and depression.
Neglecting your oral health

can lead to tooth decay,
bad breath, and swollen,
bleeding gums, which can
lower your self-esteem
and exacerbate depression,
and anxiety. Reach out to
your RA or your counselor.
They have the experience,
guidance, and resources to
lower your stress and meet
your individual needs as you
adjust.

Knowing how to respond
to dental emergencies
can help you protect your
oral health and avoid
complications that could
interfere with your studies.
Decayed and abscessed teeth
do not resolve themselves
on their own, and a chipped
tooth or a painful, impacted
and/or infected wisdom
tooth will need to be seen
immediately to evaluate,
treat, and prevent further
damage. While orienting
yourself to the campus, be
sure to find out where on-
campus health services or
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Maintaining your oral health at college

dental clinics are located.
The financial aid office at
your university can also
assist you with resources
such as emergency grants
or funds if you experience a
medical or dental emergency.
Dental offices in college
towns sometimes provide
discounts for college
students. If there is a dental
school on campus or in the
city where your university
is located, they provide
services at a lower cost.
Being diligent about
routine dental exams, daily
oral hygiene, and eating
a healthy diet will serve
you well as you enter this
new stage of independence
and throughout your life.
Schedule your dental exam
when you’re home for winter
or summer break. Most
college students live on tight
budgets, so it’s essential
to prevent expensive
dental procedures through
consistent care.

your source for online news: RVPNEWS.COM
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OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE e ESTABLISHED IN 1991

MONUMENT SALES

LOTS OF GRANITE IN STOCK
6-8 Weeks From Start To Finish
And Placed In Cemetery

40% CHEAPER THAN COMPETITION!
Bruce Does It All! Sales ¢ Service

STOP BY FOR A QUOTE

Weekdays « Weekends « Evenings « Holidays

APPOINTMENTS WELCOME!
Call 815-369-4246
or 815-238-6307

207 LEET STREET, LENA, ILLINOIS

437456
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SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

AD DEADLINE:

Friday
at4 pm

cmployvment for sale

Al AR, AL
help wanted

J

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE

Rock Valley Publishing is looking for a Part-
Time  Advertising Sales  Executive.
Approximately 20 hours per week.

We publish newspapers, shoppers, and
niche publications throughout the stateline.
You have the opportunity to sell into all Rock
Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making
your paycheck much larger!

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising
Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

444841

renlals & real estale

For details on placing an ad in our

Classified Section
Call 815-369-4112

ies in. Jo Daviess County

»Soo0p Today Stoppers Guide

Find us online: rvpnews.com
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real estate

aulomolive

services ofTered

transportation

Boats

1989 SEA RAY 160 OB 100 HP
merc., trailer. $500 Delavan 630-
415-5312.

1997 SEA RAY 175 BOW RID-
ER FISH SKI. I/O Merc., with 19’
trailer, $6500 OBO. Good cond.
Richmond, IL 630-212-4945.

2003 WEERES PONTOON 20
ft. Suntanner. Includes lift. 70 hp
Johnson. Good condition. Asking
$7500. (262) 492-6840

Sports/Classic
Cars

1977 OLDSMOBILE CUTLAS
BROUGHAM Mint condition.
100K miles, $12,000. OBO. Call
262-379-4161.

1990 CHEVY CORVETTE 82 k,
Must see to appreciate, red w/
black int. $10,800. 773-213-4834.

2004 MONTE CARLO SS IN-
TIMIDATOR Mint condition,
49k miles, mechanically sound.
$18,000. OBO. 262-379-4161.

Trucks & Trailers

1994 CH600 SEMI MACK
TRACTOR TRUCK Low mileage,
excellent condition, priced rea-
sonable. 815-291-2381.

0. % % % % &%
GF 00 00 00 00 o0

FIND YOUR NEXT RIDE
IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

% o% o % o% o
P 00 00 00 00 o0

Help Wanted To place an ad In our PUBLISHER'S NOTICE all real estate advertising in this newspaper To place an ad in our Business
is subject to the fair housing act which makes it illegal to advertise
FULL or PART-TIME HELP Help Wanted any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, re- & Service Section...
NEEDED Must have experience ligion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention C ll 815 369 41 12
with farm equipment & livestock. S t' to make any such preference, limitation or discrimination. familial sta- a ( ) =
Excellent wages & benefits. Call ection tus ingludes children under the gge of|18 living with pa&ent? or: IIcejzgal
15-291-2381 or 815-291-2382. custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of children
815-291-238 815-291-238 Call (815) 369 4112 under 18. this newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for

Are you selling a single item for

LESS THAN $100?

IF SO, WE WILL RUN YOUR AD IN THE
SCOOP TODAY AND SHOPPER'’S GUIDE AT

No Charge!

Private Party Only
Just fill out the coupon below and mail to:
Rock Valley Publishing, FREE Ad,
1102 Ann. St., Delavan, WI 53115

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

| Ads, WI|| not be! ‘gL cepted v wnhout the foIIowmg |nformat|on\0nly one free ad) per monthj

YOUR NAME PHONE
ADDRESS

454287

real estate which is in violation of the law. our readers are hereby in-
formed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. to complain of discrimination call hud toll-
free at 1-900-669-9777. the toll-free tele phone number for the hearing
impaired is 1-800-927-9275. equal housing opportunity

for sale

Announcements

Agriculture

The Wheel Deal

Place your car, truck, motorcycle,
boat or RV for one price and it
runs for up to 16 weeks.

CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS
cannot be credited or refunded
after the ad has been placed.

LAST YEARS GRASS HAY
BALES $25 EACH. 815-291-
2381.

Ads canceled before deadline

will be removed from the paper

as a service to our customers, Landscape

but no credit or refund will be Materials
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This

publicatifon does not knowingly “En A H.M:[ Tﬂ n“MP lIlI]
accept fraudulent or deceptive

advertising. Readers are cau- Mnsmmv 0“ en“cnniﬂ

tioned to thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially those asking
for money in advance.

Contact Bill Dietz - Lena
815-369-4334
bddietz@outlook.com

£68ELY

Burial Needs

7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva,
WI53147. This is a private sale.
Contact Randy, the seller at
randy@slpublishers.com.

Furniture Sell Your
Home?
FULL SIZE PULL OUT SLEEP- —
ER SOFA Navy, Green, used a
5 times. 70"L x 40"W. No stairs. 815-369-4112
Picture available. Cash & Carry for details z
$85. 847-707-5596 on placing an ad y

59 Q95

15t three lines

Extra lines are $1.95 each

17 Papers

Starts for 4 weeks and if not sold you call us

and we will renew at no additional charge!
(Maximum run 16 weeks total)

PRIVATE PARTY
ONLY.

Ad must be
prepaid.
Deadlines vary. §

Call
815-877-4044
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Pritzker warns 330,000 lllinoisans could lose Medicaid under Trump’s budget plan

By Peter Hancock
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

The U.S. House gave final
passage July 3 to a budget
bill that will cut federal Med-
icaid spending by an estimat-
ed $1 trillion over 10 years.

All  three  Republican
members of the Illinois con-
gressional delegation voted
in favor of the bill, despite a
last-minute plea from Demo-
cratic Gov. JB Pritzker who
warned the bill will result
more than 330,000 Illinois-
ans losing Medicaid cover-
age and have a devastating
effect on some rural hospi-
tals.

“As those who are entrust-
ed with protecting the health
of all your constituents, I
urge you to oppose these
harmful Medicaid provisions
and work to protect health-
care access for rural Illinois
families, workers, and vet-
erans,” Pritzker wrote in
the letter addressed to GOP
Reps. Mike Bost, Darin La-
Hood and Mary Miller.

The cuts would translate to
about $48 billion in Illinois
over that period, or about
20 percent of what the state
would otherwise receive,
according to an analysis by
KFF, a nonpartisan health
policy research organization.

That would be one of the
largest percentage reductions
in any state in the nation,
according to KFF, a nonpar-
tisan health policy research
organization formerly known
as the Kaiser Family Foun-
dation. Louisiana and Vir-
ginia would each see cuts of
about 21 percent, KFF said.

The state-level analysis
is based largely on Con-
gressional Budget Office
estimates showing the bill
would reduce federal Med-
icaid spending by $1 trillion
nationwide over the next de-
cade.

The KFF analysis does
not include estimates of the
number of people who would
lose Medicaid coverage un-
der the bill, noting how that
will depend on how individ-
ual states respond to the pol-
icy changes contained in the
bill. But overall, it estimates
the number of uninsured
Americans will grow by 11.8
million.

The bill, which includes
many of President Donald
Trump’s domestic policy pri-
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CUPPORT THE BUSINESSES.
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orities—including tax cuts
and increased spending on
border security—passed the
Senate on Tuesday by a vote
of 51-50, with Vice Presi-
dent J.D. Vance casting the
tie-breaking vote. Both sena-
tors from Illinois, Democrats
Dick Durbin and Tammy
Duckworth, voted no.

The final vote in the House
was 218-214.

“The One Big, Beautiful
Bill is a once-in-a-genera-
tion victory for the Ameri-
can people,” Miller said in
a statement after the House
vote. “It delivers on Presi-
dent Trump’s America First
agenda with bold, decisive,
and immediate action. This
is the most pro-worker,
pro-family, pro-America
legislation I have voted for
during my time in Congress,
and I was proud to help get
it across the finish line for
the hardworking Americans
across my district.”

Medicaid and the health
care marketplace

Medicaid, which is jointly
funded by states and the fed-
eral government, provides
health coverage for low-
er-income individuals and
families. It was established
in 1965 alongside Medicare,
the federally funded health
coverage program for people
over 65.

Today, according to the II-
linois Department of Health-
care and Family Services,

the program covers about 3.4
million people in Illinois, or
a fourth of the state’s popula-
tion. At a total cost of $33.7
billion a year, it is one of the
largest single categories of
expenditures in the state’s
budget. It pays for about 40
percent of all childbirths in
the state, according to KFF,
as well as 69 percent of all
nursing home care.

But questions about its fu-
ture loomed over the Illinois
General Assembly during the
just-completed  legislative
session as both Congress and
the General Assembly were
crafting their respective bud-
gets for their upcoming fiscal
years.

“This was a difficult year
because of the unprecedent-
ed changes and cuts that
are looming on the horizon
in Washington,” state Rep.
Anna Moeller, D-Elgin, said
on the floor of the Illinois
House during debate over a
Medicaid bill on the final day
of the session.

Speaking with reporters at
an unrelated event, Pritzker
predicted “hundreds of thou-
sands” of people in Illinois
will lose Medicaid coverage
if the Senate bill is signed
into law.

“This is shameful, if you
ask me, and it’s going to be
very hard to recover,” Pritz-
ker said. “The state of Illi-
nois can’t cover the cost—no
state in the country can cover
the cost of reinstating that

health insurance that is today
paid for mostly by the fed-
eral government, partly by
state government.”

Policy changes
under the bill

According to KFF, most of
the reductions in Medicaid
spending would result from
just a few policy changes
contained in the bill

Those include imposing a
work requirement on adults
enrolled in Medicaid through
the Affordable Care Act,
also known as “Obamacare.”
That law expanded eligibility
for Medicaid to working-age
adults with incomes up to
138 percent of the federal
poverty level. About 772,000
people in Illinois are enrolled
under that program.

The bill also calls for
requiring people enrolled
through the ACA expansion
to verify their continued el-
igibility for Medicaid twice
a year instead of annually.
That is expected to filter out
enrollees whose incomes rise
above the eligibility limit as
well as those who simply fail
to complete the verification
process.

Another provision would
limit the ability of states to
finance their share of the cost
of Medicaid by levying taxes
on health care providers. Il-
linois imposes such taxes on
hospitals, nursing facilities
and managed care organiza-
tions that administer the pro-
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gram. Revenue from those
taxes is used to draw down
federal matching funds that
are then used to fund high-
er reimbursement rates to
health care providers.

The final version of the bill
does not, however, include a
provision penalizing states

like Illinois that also pro-
vide state-funded health care
to noncitizens who do not
have lawful status to be in
the United States. That pro-
vision, which was included
in the earlier House version,
was not included in the Sen-
ate bill, according to KFF.

REAL ESTATE NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE 15TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
JO DAVIESS COUNTY -
GALENA, ILLINOIS

ROCKET MORTGAGE, LLC

F/K/A QUICKEN LOANS, LLC

F/K/A QUICKEN LOANS INC.
Plaintiff,

-v.-

ANTHONY F. SIERGIEJ et al

Defendant

2024 FC 64
NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure and Sale
entered in the above cause on
May 8, 2025, an agent for The
Judicial Sales Corporation, will at
1:30 PM on August 12, 2025, at
the office of Vincent Roth Toepfer
& Leinen PC, 11406 U.S. Route
20 W, Galena, IL, 61036, sell at
public in-person sale to the high-
est bidder, as set forth below, the
following described real estate:

Commonly known as 9643,
9715, 9823 E PARKER RD,
STOCKTON, IL 61085

Property Index No. 17-000-360-
00

The real estate is improved with
a residence.

Sale terms: 25% down of the
highest bid by certified funds at
the close of the sale payable to
The Judicial Sales Corporation.
No third party checks will be ac-
cepted. The balance, in certified
funds/or wire transfer, is due
within  twenty-four (24) hours.
The subject property is subject to
general real estate taxes, special
assessments, or special taxes
levied against said real estate and
is offered for sale without any rep-
resentation as to quality or quan-
tity of title and without recourse to
Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition.
The sale is further subject to con-
firmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the
amount bid, the purchaser will re-
ceive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to
the real estate after confirmation
of the sale.

Where a sale of real estate is
made to satisfy a lien prior to that
of the United States, the United
States shall have one year from
the date of sale within which to
redeem, except that with respect
to a lien arising under the internal
revenue laws the period shall be
120 days or the period allowable
for redemption under State law,
whichever is longer, and in any
case in which, under the provi-
sions of section 505 of the Hous-
ing Act of 1950, as amended (12
U.S.C. 1701k), and subsection (d)
of section 3720 of title 38 of the
United States Code, the right to
redeem does not arise, there shall
be no right of redemption.

The property will NOT be open

for inspection and plaintiff makes
no representation as to the con-
dition of the property. Prospective
bidders are admonished to check
the court file to verify all informa-
tion.

If this property is a condominium
unit, the purchaser of the unit af
the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assess-
ments and the legal fees required
by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)
(4). If this property is a condomini-
um unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale
other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The
Condominium Property Act, 765
ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAG-
OR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION  15-1701(C)
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identifi-
cation issued by a government
agency (drivers license, pass-
port, etc.) in order to gain entry
into our building and the foreclo-
sure sale room in Cook County
and the same identification for
sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration conducts foreclosure sales.

For information, examine the
court file, CODILIS & ASSOCI-
ATES, P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys,
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE
ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES
CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th
Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-4650
(312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial
Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.
com for a 7 day status report of
pending sales.

CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.

15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE

ROAD, SUITE 100

BURR RIDGE IL, 60527

630-794-5300

E-Mail: pleadings @il.cslegal.com

Attorney File No. 14-24-06131

Attorney ARDC No. 00468002

Case Number: 2024 FC 64

TJSC#: 45-1250

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt

Collection Practices Act, you are

advised that Plaintiff's attorney is

deemed to be a debt collector at-

tempting to collect a debt and any

information obtained will be used

for that purpose.

Case #2024 FC 64

13269595

(Published in The Scoop Today
July 16, 23 & 30, 2025)
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Venison is game changer for flghtmg food |nsecur|ty

By Hannah Spangler
FARMWEEK

Hunters Feeding Illinois is taking
a shot at tackling food insecurity
throughout the state by connecting
hunters, meat processors and food
pantries.

During the 2024-25 deer hunt-
ing season, the program provided
24,2778 pounds of venison to 54 local
food pantries. Hunters donated 584
deer to 20 local meat processors,
increasing access to lean protein
across central and southern Illinois.

“All of the venison that is donat-
ed stays local, which we’re really
proud of, and the funding that is
raised also stays local,” said Kaitlyn
Streitmatter, a senior manager of II-
linois Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program (SNAP) Education
at University of Illinois Extension.
“It’s hunting that’s happening local-
ly, supporting our local families and
local meat processors.”

The process starts when a hunter
donates meat to a local food pro-
cessor. Streitmatter noted that the
program helps address the deer
nuisance issue, especially in areas
where hunting is popular and ven-
ison is relevant to the community.

7y W//ﬂ/ﬁm

Hunters who have more meat than
they need can donate it to families in
their communities.

“This is a way that hunters can
use their passion of hunting and then
also give back to their communi-
ty by donating the excess deer that
they are unable to use at home,” said
Meredith Probst, U of I Extension
SNAP-Education educator.

Following the donation, Feeding
[llinois financially supports the food
processors who turn harvested deer
into ground meat. Probst explained
that in past years U of I Extension
would reimburse meat processors,
but partnering with Feeding Illinois
helps the reimbursement process run
smoother.

“With our partnership with Feed-
ing Illinois, they can actually re-
imburse our meat processors on a
monthly basis, a weekly basis or
however many invoices the meat
processors sent to Feeding Illinois,
they were able to reimburse on more
of a streamlined and faster process
than what our process was the past
two years,” Probst told FarmWeek.

Streitmatter added that the deer
donation program included in Illi-
nois Senate Bill 2160 would further

US Gov’t Insp
BONE-IN

PORK CHOPS
Family Pack

1 .39 Ib

streamline the reimbursement pro-
cess. If passed, the legislation would
establish the Hunter Food Bank
Fund to support grants for food
banks to pay processors for donated
deer.

Hunters Feeding Illinois also
helps food processors find food pan-
tries for partnerships. U of I Exten-
sion provides education on venison
to the food pantries, including rec-
ipes, tastings, food safety instruc-
tions and handouts to help clients
prepare the meat at home.

The goal is to expand the reach
of the Hunters Feeding Illinois pro-
gram. It has already grown from 11
to 44 counties in three years, but
Probst and Streitmatter hope to see
it become a statewide program.

“If a county is interested, if there’s
a meat processor, if there is a food
pantry, then we’re open to expand-
ing to that county,” Probst said,
adding that the only stipulation is
that deer cannot be accepted from
counties facing Chronic Wasting
Disease (CWD). “If the county does
not have CWD, you can donate to a
partnering meat processor within the
program, in any of the participating
counties.”
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Ross Osterday, University of lllinois Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program education community worker, is pictured with venison packages.

Hunters, meat processors or food pan-
tries interested in getting involved can
visit extension.illinois.edu/food/hunt-
ers-feeding-illinois for more information.
Donations to the Hunters Feeding Illinois
program can also be made through the

website.

This story was distributed through a
cooperative project between Illinois Farm
Bureau and the Illinois Press Association.
For more food and farming news, visit
FarmWeekNow.com.
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