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professional collision repair
Let us take the worry out of having your car repaired.

301 Dodds Drive
Lena, IL 61048

815-369-4148
M-Th 7:30 - 5:00
Friday 7:30 - 4:00
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Lena Masonic Lodge #174 donation
 Lena Masonic Lodge #174 presented a $500 check to Kelsey Gilbert on be-
half of her son, Laine, who has nonverbal autism, to help with expenses. Pic-
tured are (front row) Dennis Bussian, Master Tom Edler, Kelsey and Laine Gil-
bert, Joel Martinez-Brown, Jeremy Irwin, (back row) Craig Robieson, Eric MIller, 
Roy Grobe, Dean White and Greg Townsend. The donation to Laine Gilbert is 
designed to be matched by the Illinois Grand Lodge of Masons.
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Rische Builders
POLE BARNS & METAL ROOFS

We build pole barns & can replace metal roofs on your 
buildings or homes. We also sell & install new pine board 

& batten siding. Let us come out & see your project.

Call Troy 815.291.6111

470952

90th Birthday Open House
June Dittmar

Please no gifts! Your presence is your gift.

for
Saturday, Aug. 2

1 - 3 p.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church
625 Country Lane Drive, Lena

June’s birthday is Aug. 18
Send cards to:
 15315 W. Stees Rd.
 Lena, IL 61048

474585

Obituaries
Albert Scheider

 Albert L. Scheider of Oran-
geville, IL, local musician, has 
completed the circle of life and 
is now making music in Heav-
en.  Albert was born on May 
22, 1936, and passed away on 
July 17, 2025.  He was the only 
child of Lloyd and Lois (Han-
ke) Scheider, and grew up on 
the family farm near Red Oak, 
IL.  

 His education included 
eight years at Richland Center 
country school, four years at 
Orangeville High School be-
ing a graduate of the class of 
1954, one semester at NIU and 
one semester at Green County 
Teachers College in Monroe, 
WI. Albert married Bonnie 
(Baker) Scheider on March 24, 
1979, in Winslow, IL.  

 Mr. Scheider was active in 
Red Cross in his early years 
and was former chairman of 
the board of directors for two 
years and chairman for Ste-
phenson County Red Cross 
Rural Drive for funds and 
members.  Albert was a char-
ter member of the Freeport 
Choral Society and former 
president of that group for two 
years.  Albert was a member 
of Richland Free Methodist 
Church having served in many 
offices of leadership, as a mu-
sician, Sunday School teacher, 
and custodial areas.  He was 
a CYC youth teacher.  Other 
memberships were Cedarville, 
McConnell and Freeport His-
torical Societies, Farm Bu-
reau, and Orangeville Senior 
Citizens.

 Albert was an avid piano 
player and loved music, espe-
cially classical music.  In the 
past, he was piano player at 
McConnell United Method-
ist Church, Red Oak United 
Methodist Church, and Rich-
land Free Methodist Church.  
At times he was serving two 
churches each Sunday. 

 Also, Albert was a member 
of the Richland Center Cem-

etery Asso-
ciation for 
a long time.  
He served as 
historian for 
the Scheider 
reunions for 
about 60 
years, since 
1964.

 One of his favorite times 
was traveling to private homes 
to instruct students with piano 
lessons.  He also enjoyed the 
recitals of his students.  Most 
recitals had a theme, and his 
favorite was the “Mozart” one 
in which all music played was 
composed by Mozart.  Albert 
and Bonnie were dressed in 
costumes as Mr. and Mrs. Mo-
zart.

 Upon Bonnie’s retirement, 
they developed several pro-
grams with Albert as the mu-
sician and Bonnie the narrator.  
This comedy program and 
‘School Days” program were 
enjoyable times for them.

 Albert had a large collec-
tion of written music, over 100 
miniature pianos, hundreds 
of vinyl LP records, books, 
posters, and many miniature 
churches.

 Albert Scheider is survived 
by his wife, Bonnie, a daugh-
ter Valerie (Terry) Sweitzer of 
Lanark, IL and 3 grandchil-
dren: Nicole Sweitzer, Caleb 
Sweitzer, and Luke Sweitzer.  
He was preceded in death by 
his parents and grandparents.  

Visitation will be Thursday, 
July 24 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
at the Cramer-Leamon Funeral 
Home in Orangeville, IL.  Fu-
neral Services will be Friday, 
July 25 at 11 a.m. at the Rich-
land Free Methodist Church 
near Red Oak, IL with Pastor 
Tim Wauchope officiating.  
Burial will be at the Richland 
Center Cemetery and luncheon 
will be held at the Grace Free 
Methodist Church in McCon-
nell, IL.  A memorial fund has 
been established in his name.

Gertrude trudi 
Schuler

 Gertrude “Trudi” Schuler, 
82, of Lena, IL passed away 
peacefully with her family by 
her side on Wednesday, July 
16, 2025, at UW Hospital in 
Madison, WI.  Trudi was born 
on Jan. 14, 1943, in Owatonna, 
MN to Raymond and Bertha 
(Niespodziani) Busch.  She 
graduated from UW Steven’s 
Point with a degree in Educa-
tion.  Trudi married TJ Gilley 
on June 12, 1965.  Trudi and TJ 
taught English at Dakota High 
School for many years.  After 
they owned and operated Gil-
ley’s Supper Club in Lena, IL. 
At Gilley’s Trudi worked as a 
hostess. Her presence was wel-

coming, joyful and contagious.  
Often it was discovered people 
had driven for hours to eat there 
just to see her! That was the im-
pact Trudi had on others.  She 
beheld a fun-loving memorable 
spirit that drew others near. 

 In 2001, Trudi was united in 
marriage to Larry Schuler.  At 
their wedding, Trudi’s Matron 
of Honor wore a Green Bay 
Packer’s hat while Larry’s Best 
Man wore a Chicago Bears 
hat.  Together they did a toast 
that they were entering into 
a “mixed marriage”.  Every 
Sunday Larry was in one room 
with the Bears game on and 
Trudi was another room with 
the Packers game on.  A rivalry 
blessing united in love. 

Trudi was 
a devoted 
member of 
St. Joseph 
C a t h o l i c 
Church in 
Lena, IL 
where she 
was very ac-
tive in her 

many roles.  She was a mem-
ber of the Delta Mu Women’s 
Sorority, and active in her book 
club.  In her younger years she 
enjoyed hunting, camping, 
boating, and bowling. When 
Trudi and Larry lived in Pearl 
City, she enjoyed helping on the 
farm. She also enjoyed attend-
ing musicals and socializing 
with others.  She loved nature, 
feeding the hummingbirds, and 
planting captivatingly beautiful 
gardens.   

 Trudi is survived by her hus-
band, Larry Schuler of Lena, 
her children; Todd (Jackie 
Bass) Gilley of South Carolina, 
Tara Gilley of Louisville, CO, 
and Tanya Williams of Lena, 
IL, stepchildren; Carla, Lance, 
Becky and Jeff, grandchildren; 
Mitchell (Kyleigh) Mikesell, 
Alyssa Williams, Paige Wil-
liams, step-grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren; Kenlynn, 
Kora, Gunner, and Briggs, 
step-great-grandchildren and 
her brother Tom Busch.

 Above all, Trudi was the 
brightest spirit in all the world 
to those who knew her.  A mer-
ry conversationalist, a calm 
presence mixed with humor, 
wit and charm.  A servant lead-
er who always stepped forward 
to help.  She had a rare ability 
to bring the best out in others 
making them feel seen, heard 
and valued. Her presence lit up 
every room and her absence is 
deeply felt.  Trudi Rae Schuler 
was unforgettable.  Her story 
lives on in every person she 
inspired, every smile she gave, 
every kind word spoken, every 
laugh she sparked and every 
life she touched. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, and her first 
husband TJ Gilley.  

 A memorial mass will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Wednes-
day, July 23, 2025, at St. Jo-
seph Catholic Church in Lena, 
IL. A visitation will be held 
from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. on 
Wednesday, July 23, 2025, 
at the church. Father Andrew 
Hernandez will officiate the 
services. Burial will take place 
at Highland Cemetery in Pearl 
City, IL. Cremation rites have 
been accorded. A memorial has 
been established in her memo-
ry. Condolences may be shared 
with the family at www.lea-
monfh.com.

JeAnne Schubert
 Jeanne Marie Schubert, age 

92, passed away on Monday, 
July 7, 2025, at Wesley Wil-
lows in Rockford, IL. She 
was born on June 18, 1933, 
in Freeport, IL, to the late 
Harry and Mary (Binz) Eich 
and grew up on the fami-
ly farm north of Stockton, 
IL. Jeanne married her high 
school sweetheart, Domer 
Schubert, on Aug. 18, 1956, 
in a ceremony officiated by 
her beloved uncle, Leo Binz, 
Archbishop of Dubuque.

 Jeanne graduated from 
Stockton High School in 
1951, where she was the edi-
tor of the Arrowhead and de-
gree chairman of the Future 
Homemakers of America her 
senior year. She went on to 
graduate from Mercy School 
of Nursing in Dubuque in 
1954. Jeanne worked at Mer-
cy Hospital of Dubuque, Mer-
cy Hospital of Urbana, and the 
Freeport Medical Clinic Ltd. 
in the OB/Gyn department 
before concluding her career 
at the Freeport FHN allergy 
department.

 Domer and Jeanne raised 
their family in Freeport, IL. 
Jeanne was dedicated to her 
community, volunteering for 
hospice and teaching CCD at 
St. Mary’s, where she hosted 
an annual Seder meal to edu-
cate Catholic children about 
Passover.

 Jeanne’s day always be-
gan with a cup of strong, hot, 
black coffee, and her family 
knew not to ask too much of 
her before she had it. Even the 

day before 
she passed, 
she awoke 
from a deep 
s l u m b e r 
when offered 
coffee. She 
also request-
ed a beer, but 
she settled 

for coffee and watermelon 
when her daughters hadn’t 
brought a beer.

 Jeanne was a tough but lov-
ing mother. When any of her 
five children complained, she 
would tell them to “offer it up 
to the poor souls in purgato-
ry.” She ensured all her chil-
dren had swimming and mu-
sic lessons and attended CCD. 
If they misbehaved on trips, 
the entire family had to say 
the rosary, which was kept in 
the car’s “rosary holder” (an 
unused car ashtray). There-
fore, the children behaved as 
much as possible on long car 
trips to South Dakota, Colora-
do, Wisconsin, and Minneso-
ta.

 After becoming empty 
nesters, Jeanne and Domer 
enjoyed traveling to China, 
Japan, Hong Kong, Australia, 
Germany, England, France, 
Scotland, and Ireland. Before 
retiring, they built a log home 
in the woods of Stockton, 
where they enjoyed feeding 
birds, gardening, and walking 
the timber and surrounding 
country roads, always carry-
ing a grocery sack to pick up 
litter or ditch asparagus. They 
loved to take their grand-
children to the Timberlake 

Playhouse, Dairy Queen for 
ice cream cones, and fishing. 
Jeanne and Domer also served 
as mentors for Stockton Ele-
mentary School.

 Jeanne was a member of 
Holy Cross Catholic Church 
in Stockton, where she served 
as an usher and eucharistic 
minister and escorted the par-
ish priest to visit area nursing 
homes and shut-ins. She was 
an avid walker and enjoyed 
genealogy and quilting. She 
volunteered with the Stock-
ton Historical Society, which 
enabled her to learn interest-
ing facts about her beloved 
hometown and its history. A 
lifelong Cubs fan, she was 
thrilled to see them win the 
World Series in 2016.

 Jeanne was preceded in 
death by her parents, special 
aunt Hazel Binz, uncle Leo 
Binz, and brothers David and 
Leonard Eich. She is sur-
vived by her brother William 
(Virginia) Eich, sister-in-law 
Mary (Leonard) Eich, and 
brother- and sister-in-law Karl 
and Wilma Schubert.

 She is also survived by her 
husband of 68 years, Domer, 
and their children Christy 
(Craig) Niemeyer, Thomas 
(Doris) Schubert, Mark (Re-
nae Bryant) Schubert, Jacque-
line (Barry) Gardner, and Hol-
ly (William Smith) Schubert. 
Jeanne is also survived by 
grandchildren Kiley (Callie 
Van Oost) Niemeyer; Jon, Jes-
se, Andrew (Sierra), and Der-
ek (Em Bolens) Schubert; Sar-
ah and Eric Gardner; and Ben 
Smith, as well as great-grand-

children Kade, Helena, and 
Gunnar Schubert, and numer-
ous nieces and nephews. She 
will be remembered by many 
friends, especially her “card-
less card club.”

 In lieu of flowers, Jeanne 
had requested that memorials 
be directed to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital or to 
Holy Cross Church in Stock-
ton, IL, for masses.

 The family extends their 
gratitude to Mercy Health 
Hospice, especially Karen, 
and the kind, caring staff of 
Wesley Willows Hunt Ter-
race and E Wing, especially 
Candie. From the dining room 
staff to the activities team 
to the wonderful CNAs and 
nurses, Jeanne received ex-
cellent care and companion-
ship from the Wesley Willows 
family.

 Jeanne read obituaries dai-
ly, and her daughters hope she 
is pleased with this one as she 
sits with a strong cup of cof-
fee and reads it from heaven, 
especially as it ends with this 
quote she wrote in her journal 
when her health began to de-
cline:

God is the reason why even 
in pain, I smile. In confusion, 
I understand. In betrayal, I 
trust. And in fear, I continue 
to fight. 

 Family and friends are in-
vited to attend a short wake 
and memorial mass at Holy 
Cross Church (220 East Front 
Street, Stockton, IL 61085) at 
11 a.m. on Saturday, Aug. 9, 
with a burial and luncheon to 
follow afterwards. 
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LaVonne Burke
Beloved nurse, mother, sis-

ter, and friend. 
 LaVonne Lynn (Upmann) 

Burke, age 54, of Lena, IL, 
passed away peacefully at 
home in the morning of July 
13, 2025. She was diagnosed 
with pancreatic cancer four 
months ago, but lived every 
day to the fullest, even with 
her diagnosis. 

 When LaVonne was a 
child, she would often get 
close to wild animals. She 
saved countless birds, bun-
nies, and raccoons along the 
way. When she chose nursing 
as her career, she pursued it 
with gusto. She loved car-
ing for others, making them 
laugh, and encouraging them. 
She made a real difference 
every day, caring for people 
who sometimes had no one to 
care for them. 

LaVonne lived a life 
marked by compassion, per-
severance, and deep devotion 
to people. 

 She had one son, David 
Burke, and was proud of the 
man he became. Their bond 
was unshakable, and he re-
mained the light of her life. 
David would often say, “Mom 
even taught me how to shave. 
Mom did so much for me.” 

 LaVonne earned her nurs-
ing degree from Highland 
Community College with a 
perfect 4.0 GPA, all while 
working full-time and raising 
David. Her path to nursing 
was not easy, but she fol-
lowed her calling with deter-
mination and grace. Prior to 
her nursing career, LaVonne 
worked at Mitek and Dura 
from 1993 until 2004. Her 
journey began as a CNA at 
the Stockton Nursing Home 
and continued as an LPN in 
2006. From 2006 to 2012, she 
served at the Lena Nursing 
Home as a floor nurse, wound 

care nurse, 
and nurse 
case man-
ager. She 
later worked 
at Ster-
ling Nurs-
ing Home 
(2012–2014) 
and then 

served with Stephenson 
County (2014–2019), before 
retiring due to her disability.  
What others might have seen 
as a setback, LaVonne turned 
into a new beginning—her 
strength, resilience, and cour-
age inspired all who knew 
her.

 She served as a deacon at 
the First Presbyterian Church 
of Apple River in early adult-
hood, where she also played 
the organ for services on oc-
casion. She played five musi-
cal instruments and enjoyed 
singing. During the last few 
months of her life, she often 
broke into song, and whoever 
was near, joined right in. 

 LaVonne was married to 
Andy Burke for 21 years. Af-
ter his passing in 2014, she 
found true and steady love 
with Alan Lutz. Over the past 
11 years, LaVonne and Alan 
built a joyful life together in 
Lena, filled with laughter, 
partnership, and uncondi-
tional support. Together, they 
shared their home with two 
beloved English bulldogs, 
Maizy Mae and Dyna, and 
made countless cherished 
memories. 

 She is survived by her son, 
David Burke (Laura) of Kan-
sas City, Missouri; her father, 
Willard Upmann of Warren, 
and his wife Charlene; her 
sister, Laura (Upmann) Gal-
lagher of Fitchburg, Wiscon-
sin and Apple River, Illinois; 
her niece and nephew, Logan 
Geisking and Tristan Geisk-
ing of Madison; and her long-

time partner, Alan Lutz of 
Lena. LaVonne also leaves 
behind their two cherished 
English bulldogs, Maizy Mae 
and Dyna, and Alan’s grand-
mother, “Grandma” Rose-
mary Lutz, who held a special 
place in her heart.

 She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Andy Burke; 
her mother, Donna Upmann; 
her maternal grandparents, 
Laverne, Marian, and Babe 
(Jules) Gallagher; and pater-
nal grandparents Margaret 
and Joseph Upmann. 

 LaVonne will be remem-
bered for her quick wit, 
sweetness, warmth, and un-
wavering love and dedica-
tion. She found joy in garden-
ing, cooking, playing board 
games, visiting the zoo, and 
being with friends and fami-
ly. She had a lifelong love for 
animals and loved to travel 
with Alan, with the Cayman 
Islands being their favorite 
destination. Whether it was 
Colorado, Florida, Sturgis, 
Branson, or the Wisconsin 
Dells, LaVonne brought a 
sense of fun and adventure to 
every trip—she was always 
the first one in the pool, even 
when it was only 50 degrees. 
Apple Canyon Lake held a 
special place in her heart. 

 LaVonne spent her final 
days at home, cared for with 
devotion by LaVonne’s part-
ner Alan, her sister, Laura, 
her dad, and countless friends 
of theirs, including several 
close friends from her nursing 
career. So many gave selfless-
ly to LaVonne to allow her 
to be at home during the last 
few months. A special thank 
you to FHN Hospice for their 
compassionate care, guidance 
and support. Your care made 
a difference. 

 A Celebration of Life will 
be held at the Lena Com-
munity Center on Saturday, 
July 19, 2025, at 11 a.m. A 
visitation will be held from 9 
a.m until the time of service. 
Bring your stories—after the 
celebration of life a lunch will 
be served, and we’ll honor 
LaVonne with an Irish toast. 
Pastor Libby Rutherford will 
be officiating. 

 Cremation rites have been 
accorded. A memorial fund 
has been established in her 
honor.  Slán go fóill – good-
bye for now, LaVonne. Bí saor 
- Be free. You are so loved.

audrey eLaine 
MuSSer

 Audrey Elaine Musser, age 
90, passed away July 16, 2025, 
at Lena Living Center after 
a long illness.  She was born 
July 19, 1934, to Martin & 
Ruth (Pfeil) Kortner. Audrey 
married Terry Musser Jan. 19, 
1953, at EbenEzer Evangel-
ical Reformed Church, Pearl 
City, II. She was a lifelong 
member of the EbenEzer Sa-
lem Churches. She was al-
ways ready to help any way 
possible with suppers, Bible 
School, Sunday School and 
Christmas Programs. 

 She was a dedicated farm 
wife, milking cows, and 
growing a large garden. Even-
tually Terry and Audrey built 
a new house a few miles from 
the farm. She went to school 
for training to become a CNA. 
She then worked at Parkview 
Home many years. She was 
known as the Pie Lady be-
cause each-she would invite 
the residents to her home for 

pie. She enjoyed her grand-
children very much and taught 
them many life lessons. Her 
and Terry enjoyed traveling 
and went on many trips, she 
will be missed. 

 Surviving are children, 
Roger (Karen) and Larry 
(Lisa). Grandchildren, Blake 
Musser, Autumn Kubatzke, 
Derek and Ryan Musser, Scott 
Musser, Ethan Lartz, and Katy 
Musser. 14 great grandchil-
dren. A sister, Eunice (Stake) 
Coomber. 

Preceding her in death are, 
her husband, Terry and Son, 
Randy Musser, and sister, 
Beulah Earnest.

 A funeral service will be 
held on Saturday July 26, 
2025, at 11 a.m., with a vis-
itation at 9 a.m. until time 
of service, at Salem United 
Church of Christ in Loran, IL. 
Interment at Chapel Hill Me-
morial Gardens in Freeport, 
IL.  Online condolences may 
be shared at www.schwarzfh.
com.

Obituaries

By Kim Sigafus
 Award-winning Ojibwa 

author and presenter Kim 
Sigafus will offer an immer-
sive and educational experi-
ence that honors the legacy 
of Native American wom-
en—spotlighting the “Hid-
den Half” of Illinois history. 
Dressed in traditional regalia, 
Sigafus will share powerful 
narratives of figures such as 
Singing Bird, wife of Black 
Hawk, and Hononegah, ex-
ploring their daily lives, rela-
tionships, and societal influ-
ence.

 Through storytelling, 
hands-on engagement, and 
music, Sigafus brings depth 
and visibility to the central 
role Native women played in 
shaping both their commu-
nities and the history of Illi-
nois.

 The event will take place 
on Tuesday, Aug. 5, 2025, at 
the Stockton Heritage Muse-
um, 107 West Front Street, 
Stockton, IL, at 6 p.m. The 
event is free and open to all 
audiences. For more informa-
tion, please visit our website 
at www.stocktonheritagemu-
seum.org, visit us on Face-
book: www.facebook.com/
StocktonHeritageMuseum/, 
email us at info@stock-
tonheritagemuseum.org, or 
leave a message at 815-947-
2220.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

 Kim Sigafus is an Ojibwa author whose family hails 
from the White Earth Reservation in Minnesota. She 
writes acclaimed fiction and non-fiction for all ages, and 
presents widely on Native American history, culture, 
food, and music. As owner of Quiet Souls, a Native-in-
spired gift shop in Freeport, she shares traditional arts 
like crafting dream catchers and Talking Feathers. Join 
Kim Sigafus and discover the untold stories of Native 
women whose strength and spirit resonate through 
time.

Stockton Heritage Museum to host  
Singing Bird and the Importance of 
Native American Women in Illinois

Stephenson County VA 
Pantry

 The Stephenson Coun-
ty VA Pantry is currently 
in need of deodorant, hand 
soap, dish soap, razors, toilet 
paper, mouthwash, cans of 
fruits and vegetables, all pan-
try items.  Donations can be 

brought to the Lena American 
Legion Home on Saturdays 
from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. at 316 
W. Main St., Lena, IL.  Dona-
tions are greatly appreciated.

Brudi Family Reunion 
 The 100th Brudi Family 

Reunion will be held Sun-

day, July 27, 2025, at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, 625 
Country Lane Dr., Lena, IL. 
at 12:30 p.m. Please bring a 
dish to share and your own 
table service.  Lemonade and 
coffee will be available.  Call 
Cindy at 815-369-4744 for 
more information.

News briefs

LocaL news on-Line
rvpnews.

com
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PROUDLY OFFERING THE INDUSTRY’S
BEST HOME EXTERIORS

WINDOWS INCLUDING EGRESS and EXTERIOR DOORS

America’s Largest Home Improvement Company

NO FADE SOLAR 
DEFENSE 

PROTECTION

NO PAINT

NO STAIN

NO HASSLE

• Locally Owned & 
Operated

• Professional Installers - 
Energy Efficient

• Tru Lifetime Warranties, 
Guaranteed Forever!

• Serving Northern Illinois 
for 20 years

Call Today For Your FREE ESTIMATE

www.windowworldrockford.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 am-5 pm; Sat. 9 am-Noon

*Please see a team member or our website for details

®

815-395-1333
6010 Forest Hills Rd.

Rockford, IL

469884

474533

BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!
10% MORE for 

jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mint Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Coins 
Flatware • Diamonds • Sterling

45
05

04

M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Around the 
Northern Hills
Cover Crop Field Day 

 We will again be holding 
a field day on Friday, Aug. 
1 at 11:30 a.m. Please note 
the changed location: 7979 E 
Cahill Road, Stockton.  

 Come see the updates on 
the multi-year cover crop 
project. Speakers will include 
Greg Thoren, owner and host; 
Bena Pegg, Illinois Farm 
Bureau; Bob Melcher, retired 
veterinarian; Bob Recker, 
Cedar Valley Innovation; 
Miranda Peters, eShepherd 
and Rick Bieber, Fields of 
Sinsinawa.

Blood drive
 We are hosting a blood 

drive at the Harvest Fest in 
Elizabeth on Aug. 16 from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m.  To donate, call 
ImpactLife at 800-747-5401 
to set up a time.

Jo Daviess County 
Farm Bureau offering 
$250 towards R.O.P.S. 
purchase 

 The Jo Daviess County 
Farm Bureau would like 
to offer funds to reimburse 
farmers for purchasing 
Rollover Protective 
Structures (ROPS).  Fifty-five 
percent of farm tractors in 
Illinois do not have a cab or 
ROPS. Only 1 in 5 victims 
will survive a tractor rollover 
accident.  The leading cause 
of farm related deaths in 
Illinois is tractor rollover 
accidents.  They account 
for more than 30% of farm 
related deaths.  

 ROPS help protect farmers 
and family members from 
being crushed in the event 
of a tractor turnover or 
rollover.  Safety Chairman, 
Dan Robbe, states, “Safety 
is a priority of the farm 
bureau, and we would like 
to encourage our members 
to install ROPS on their 
tractors.”  Jo Daviess County 
Farm Bureau members who 
purchase a ROPS could 
receive a reimbursement of 
$250 towards the purchase 
of a ROPS (six rebates are 

available).  
 To receive the $250, 

members would need to 
bring in their paid invoice 
to the Farm Bureau office 
in Elizabeth.  Customers 
would be responsible for the 
cost, freight, and installation 
which are available through 
the dealer.  If you have 
been thinking about putting 
a ROPS on one of your 
tractors – now is the time!  
For more information about 
this program, or to become a 
member of our organization, 
contact the Jo Daviess 
County Farm Bureau office 
at 815-858-2235 or email 
jdcfbmgr@gmail.com.

Peach orders
 Peach orders are due by 

Wednesday, July 23 with 
payment and order form.   
Checks should be made 
payable to the Jo Daviess 
County Farm Bureau.  Price 
is $43/box for members 
and $48/box for non-farm 
bureau members.   Pick-up 
will be in the farm bureau 
basement with an anticipated 
delivery Aug. 6, depending 
on weather.  Peaches must be 
picked up the day of delivery 
to ensure freshness.  Order 
forms are available at our 
office or on our website.

Farm Fun Fact
 Did you know that virtual 

fencing exists for cattle?  
Each animal wears a solar 
powered, GPS enabled, 
neckband that enables you 
to simply draw your virtual 
fence anywhere on your 
property and your cattle learn 
to move with and remain 
within the virtual barrier.  
Want to learn more, visit our 
field day on Aug. 1.

By
Annette
eggeRS 
Jo Daviess 
County Farm 
Bureau

    your source for on-line news:

       RVPNEWS.COM
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Summer Park
Ministry Concerts

In case of rain, service will be held in the first 
shelter-house when entering the park!

471989

Located at 
Lake Le-Aqua-Na State Park
Hickory Hills Campground

Amphitheater
Saturdays at 6:30 p.m.

www.lenafreechurch.org

July 26 Evan. Free Church, Lena
Aug. 2 Delta II
Aug. 9 Gone Fishin’
Aug. 16 Steve Sheffey & Co.
Aug. 23 Finding Grace
Aug. 30 Deb Leininger

Homecoming Service

Schapville Zion Presbyterian Church
635  E. Schapville Road

Elizabeth, IL 61028 • www.schapvillezion.org

Sunday,
July 27
10 a.m.

Please join 
us for a time 
of worship, 
fellowship 
and food.

474131

Questions? Call Pastor Dottie at 815-845-2272

Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church

 All are invited to worship 
at Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, 118 E. Mason St. 
Lena, IL. Join on Sunday, July 
27, 2025, for Worship Service 
at 9:30 a.m.  The Gospel will 
be from Gospel Luke 11:1-13.

 On Wednesday, July 30 the 
Peace Corps Quilting group 
will meet from 8 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. All are welcome to join 
and no quilting experience 
necessary.

 On Sunday, Aug. 3 Hannah 
Circle will meet after worship 
in Fellowship Hall.

 All the services will be 
recorded and be available 
on church’s Facebook page 
and website. Please visit our 
website and (http://goodshep-
herdlena.org/)and Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/
GSLCLenaIL) for informa-
tion. Please contact the church 
office at 815-369-5552 with 
any questions. 

St. John’s Lutheran 
Church 

 St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Pearl City will cele-
brate time after Pentecost on 
Sunday, July 27 at 9 a.m. 

 Everyone is welcome to 
come to St. John’s to play 
cards and dominoes on Thurs-
day, July 24 at 1 p.m. and to 
play dominoes in Luther Hall 

on Tuesday, Aug. 5 at 9 a.m.
 The next Men’s Breakfast 

will be on Wednesday, Aug. 
6 at 7:30 a.m. at the Beltline 
Restaurant in Freeport.  

 Pastor Len will be hosting 
a bible study on Wednesday, 
July 23 at 6:30 p.m.  The topic 
will be the Book of Revela-
tion.  He will also be hosting 
a bible study on Sunday, July 
27 at 10:15 a.m.  The topic 
will be Living Faith in Daily 
Life.  Come either day or both 
and bring your bibles.  Each 
bible study will last about an 
hour.

 The Ladies Night Out and 
Annual Meeting is scheduled 
for Tuesday, Aug. 12 at 6 p.m. 
at St. John’s.  The theme of 
the night is “Baskets of Sun-
shine” and will feature a pro-
gram by Deb Mather sharing 
her basket weaving talents.  
The cost is $10 and includes a 
menu of chicken or ham salad 
croissants, chips, fruit, straw-
berry, Key Lime, or Lemon 
Meringue pie, coffee and 
water.  Sign up in the church 
lobby or contact the office for 
more information by Aug. 3.

 The August Grace Meal 
will be on Sunday, Aug. 17.  
The menu will be shaved pork 
on a bun, coleslaw, potato 
chips, and pudding.  Reser-
vations are due in the church 
office by Thursday, Aug. 14.  
Meals can be picked up at the 
church on Aug. 17 between 11 

a.m. and 12 p.m.  This meal 
is partially funded by dona-
tions from the Foundation 
of Northwest Illinois.  If you 
are interested in donating to 
this ministry, reach out to the 
church office for more infor-
mation. We will be having our 
annual Outdoor Worship Ser-
vice on Sunday, Aug. 3.  Re-
freshments will be served at 
9:30 a.m. and the service will 
be at 10 a.m.  This will take 
place at the Pearl City Park 
District shelter by the ten-
nis courts.  Bring your lawn 
chair. Music will be provided 
by “The Risches”.

 St. John’s Lutheran Church 
of Pearl City is an ELCA 
parish and is located at 229 
First St. in Pearl City.  We are 
handicapped accessible.  If 
you need to contact the pastor 
or church, you may call 815-
443-2215 for information.

Salem United Church 
of Christ

 All are welcome to join ser-
vice led by Pastor Christopher 
Ham at Salem United Church 
of Christ, 8491 West Salem 
Road, Lena, IL, every Sunday 
at 10 a.m. Sunday School for 
children five years and older 
is held during church service, 
and nursery is available for 

children under five years.
 The Breakfast Bunch meets 

every Wednesday at 8 a.m. 
Everyone is welcome to join, 
please check the newsletter, 
Sunday bulletin or Facebook 
page for location information.

 Crafternoon is held every 
third Wednesday from 4 p.m. 
until 7 p.m. in the lower level 
of the church. This space is 
handicap accessible, and all 
are welcome to join. During 
this event, enjoy snacks, craft-
ing and good company. There 
is plenty of space to spread 
out a large project or to work 
on something small.

 For more information on 
any Salem related items, you 
can contact 815-369-4511 
or ruth.dake@gmail.com.

 Lena United 
Methodist Church 
 Lena UMC is hosting an 

Ice Cream Social on Aug. 
7, 2025, from 4:30 p.m. to 
7 p.m.  The menu includes 
BBQ, hot dogs, baked beans, 
chips, lemonade, coffee, pie, 
brownies, and ice cream. The 
cost is $12 per adults and $6 
children 10 and under.  Lena 
United Methodist Church is 
located at 1188 W. Mason 
Street, IL and the even will be 
held in the Fellowship Hall.

Church news

By Ben Szalinski
Capitol news illinois

Gov. JB Pritzker signed an 
executive order July 14 re-
quiring Illinois agencies to 
draft recommendations to re-
spond to tariffs being imple-
mented by President Donald 
Trump.

The order requires seven 
state agencies to “consider the 
specific impacts that the U.S. 
tariffs have had on Illinois 
and provide draft recommen-
dations of measures to miti-
gate the impact of these tar-
iffs” within the next 100 days, 
which would be Oct. 22.

Pritzker said in a statement 
that tariffs amount to a tax 
increase on consumers and 
contribute to economic uncer-
tainty.

“This Executive Order en-
sures we have a clear-eyed 
view of the impact the Trump 
Slump will cause from high-
er prices at the grocery store 
to uncertainty in our farms 
and factories,” Pritzker said. 
“We’re working with other 
states to stand up for working 
people and protect our econo-
mies when we can.”

The order cites large tar-
iffs Trump has unilaterally 
implemented on most coun-
tries, including some of Illi-
nois’ largest trading partners, 
saying the tariffs have raised 

prices for consumers and 
businesses and led to supply 
chain disruptions. The order 
says tariffs as well as retalia-
tory tariffs countries have im-
posed on the United States are 
hurting “vital sectors of the 
Illinois economy.”

After previously pushing 
off implementation of some 
tariffs until Aug. 1 to allow 
time for negotiations, Trump 
announced last week many 
countries will see tariffs take 
effect. His latest policy in-
cludes 35 percent tariffs on 
Canada, 30 percent on Mex-
ico and the European Union,  
and between 25 percent and 
40 percent on many Asian 
countries. The president pre-
viously imposed 145 percent 
tariffs on goods from China 
in the spring, but many of 
his latest rates are lower than 
they would have been earlier 
this year.

Illinois imports more goods 
from Canada than any other 
country.

Order’s requirements
Under Pritzker’s executive 

order, state agencies must ex-
amine the impact of tariffs on 
certain sectors of the economy 
or the agency’s operations.

The departments of Com-
merce and Economic Oppor-
tunity and Employment Secu-

Pritzker signs executive order responding to impact of tariffs on Illinois
Requires state agencies to draft plans to mitigate effects of tariffs on their responsibilities

rity will evaluate challenges 
reported by businesses, em-
ployment trends since tariffs 
have been implemented, and 
industries most affected by 
tariffs.

The Department of Human 
Services will evaluate trends 
in food donations and supply 

chain challenges for food as-
sistance programs, as well as 
the purchasing power of food 
banks and their ability to meet 
demand.

The Department of Trans-
portation and the Capitol De-
velopment Board will assess 
the impact of tariffs on con-

struction costs, and the ability 
to purchase construction ma-
terials and complete projects 
within their timelines.

The Illinois Emergency 
Management Agency and 
the Department of Homeland 
Security will evaluate any 
impacts to stockpiles and the 

ability to obtain supplies, in-
cluding staying prepared for 
emergencies within budget 
constraints.

Pritzker’s executive order 
was part of actions taken by 
seven Democratic governors 
to understand the impact of 
tariffs on their states.

Affordable health 
screenings coming  

 Residents living in and 
around Lena, IL can learn 
about their risk for cardiovas-
cular disease, osteoporosis, 
diabetes, and other chronic, 
serious conditions with af-
fordable screenings by Life 
Line Screening.  Lena Com-
munity Center will host this 
community event on Aug. 14, 
2025. The site is located at 
497 Lions Dr. in Lena.

 Screenings can check for:
The level of plaque buildup 

in your arteries, related to risk 
for cardiovascular disease, 
stroke and overall vascular 
health.

HDL and LDL Cholesterol 
levels

Diabetes risk
Kidney and thyroid func-

tion, and more
 Screenings are affordable 

and convenient.  Free park-
ing is also available.   Special 
package pricing starts at $159, 
but consultants will work 
with you to create a package 
that is right for you based 
on your age and risk factors.  
Call 1-877-237-1287 or visit 
our website at www.lifeline-
screening.com.  Pre-registra-
tion is required.

Illinois’ business is YOUR business

Brought to you by your newspaper and the Illinois Press Association

451416
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The Scoop and Shopper’s Guide

FREELANCE REPORTERS
AND PHOTOGRAPHERS

NEEDED
Rock Valley Publishing is seeking freelance 
reporters and photographers to produce 
local news and photos for your hometown 
newspaper. Weekly stories and photos 
needed for Jo Daviess and Stephenson 
Counties. Writing and reporting experience 
a plus. Work from home as an independent 
contractor with no in-office requirement.

PLEASE EMAIL RESUME TO:
scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com

OpiniOn

By Ashley Chambers
Financial advisor with 
citizens investment 
services

 July is historically one of 
the strongest months for U.S. 
equities, with the S&P 500 
averaging a 1.4% gain and the 
Nasdaq-100 typically rising 
over 2% during the month. 
So far, that trend appears to 
be continuing. Positive mo-
mentum is being supported by 
easing global trade tensions—
particularly between the U.S. 
and China—and strong per-
formance in AI-related sectors 
such as semiconductors and 
cloud computing. Long-term 
bond yields have also been 

drifting downward, which 
helps boost equity valuations 
by lowering discount rates 
and easing pressure on inter-
est-sensitive sectors.

 Most major investment 
firms remain bullish. BNP 
Paribas Exane recently raised 
its year-end S&P 500 target to 
6,700, with a potential upside 
to 7,100, citing a global capi-
tal expenditure “super cycle” 
and continued support from 
central banks. Goldman Sachs 
sees the index reaching 6,600 
in the next six months and 
6,900 within a year, thanks to 
expected Fed rate cuts, robust 
earnings growth, and stable in-
flation. Other institutions like 

Bank of America and Morgan 
Stanley also project year-end 
or 12-month targets in the 
6,300–6,600 range.

 However, risks remain. 
Some analysts are warning of 
a potential 10–12% correc-
tion in the second half of the 
year, driven by consumer fa-
tigue, overbought tech valua-
tions, and uncertainty around 
upcoming tariff deadlines. 
July could also see spikes in 
volatility, as earnings season 
kicks off and geopolitical ten-
sions—particularly in the Tai-
wan Strait and Middle East—
linger. Additionally, while the 
market has rallied strongly in 
recent months, some experts 
caution that this rally lacks 
breadth, meaning a small num-
ber of stocks are driving much 
of the gains.

 Overall, the base case for 
July is modest further up-
side—likely in the 1–3% 
range—accompanied by in-
creased short-term volatility. 
Investors may want to main-
tain balanced portfolios, with 
exposure to both high-growth 
areas like AI and more defen-
sive sectors. It’s also wise to 
prepare for potential market 
shake-ups later in the month, 
particularly around tariff an-
nouncements and earnings 
results. Despite the risks, July 
remains well-positioned to 
build on the market’s strong 
first half of the year.

 Citizens Investment Ser-
vices is a marketing name of 
Cetera Investment Services. 
Securities and insurance prod-
ucts are offered through Cet-
era Investment Services LLC 
(doing insurance business in 

CA as CFG STC Insurance 
Agency LLC), member FIN-
RA/SIPC. Advisory services 
are offered through Cetera In-
vestment Advisers LLC. Nei-
ther firm is affiliated with the 
financial institution where in-
vestment services are offered. 
Advisory services are only 
offered by Investment Adviser 
Representatives. Investments 
are: *Not FDIC/NCUSIF in-
sured *May lose value *Not 
financial institution guaran-
teed *Not a deposit *Not in-
sured by any federal govern-
ment agency. 102 W. Main St, 
Lena IL 61048 Ph: 815-369-
4524 

 The views stated in this 
letter are not necessarily the 
opinion of Cetera Investment 
Services LLC and should not 
be construed directly or indi-
rectly as an offer to buy or less 
any securities mentioned here-
in. Due to volatility within the 
markets mentioned, opinions 
are subject to change without 
notice. Information is based on 
sources believed to be reliable; 
however, their accuracy or 
completeness cannot be guar-
anteed. Past performance does 
not guarantee future results. 

 A diversified portfolio does 
not assure a profit or protect 
against loss in a declining mar-
ket. Investors should consider 
their financial ability to contin-
ue to purchase through periods 
of low levels. S&P 500 – A 
capitalization-weighted index 
of 500 stocks designed to mea-
sure performance of the broad 
domestic economy through 
changes n the aggregate mar-
ket value of 500 stocks repre-
senting all major industries. 

A grand visit
 I just finished a two-week 

visit with the three grands. 
(And two with the three 
ain’t bad.)

 Their house is 
undergoing a refinement and 
they needed a place to stay.

 Me, the effervescent 
grammy, with hand in the 
air: “Oh, pick me, pick 
me!!”

 They needed a place 
to stay. I needed them 
to stay with me. It was a 
win-win situation. It was 
also exhausting, and I’m 
not even their mom—
who for sure was 100% 
more exhausted than me, 
especially since she is about 
65% done growing grand 
baby number four.

 It was a loud couple of 
weeks. But it was also a 
time filled with giggles and 
laughter and no one wanting 
to go to bed. Well, except 
their mom. And me.

 But we aren’t counting 
grown-ups in this equation, 
because it isn’t about the 
grown-ups when there is 
a candy store in town. We 
have three of them – candy 
stores, not grands.

 Well, we have three of 
those, too—until September 
when the grands will 
officially outnumber the 
candy stores.

 Imagine a two-year-old 
entering a building filled 
with many variations of 
brightly colored candies 
in large clear glass cases 
located at eye level with 
scoopers and bags for the 
ready.

 His eyes nearly bulged 
out of his head. I saw it 
firsthand. His smile rivaled 
a sunrise crossed with the 
most exciting roller coaster 
ever invented, plus maybe a 
sparkler or two.

 We handed him a bag 
and told him to fill it. With 
candy!

 Life is good when you 
are a two-year-old at the 
candy store.

 Sweetness aside, It was 
a time of blanket forts and 
dancing in the living room, 
sometimes at the same time. 
There was pretend play 
and an unwillingness to 
share stuffies, despite the 
fact that we have more of 
them than there are lakes in 
Minnesota. 

 Besides, it’s a well-
known fact among four-
year-olds that the monkey 
stuffie is twice as valuable 
as the unicorn stuffie, unless 
you pair it with the bunny 
stuffie or (even better) the 
dinosaur stuffie.

 Stuffed animals (and 
blanket forts) in the living 
room weren’t the only 
plethora we experienced. 

 It was a time of 
collections – of many kinds. 
We collected rocks and 
shells. Oh, and leaves. And 
twigs.  And so many, many 
ants (not to be confused 
with aunts, we didn’t collect 
any of those.)

 We collected sand in the 
bed – even on days when 
we didn’t visit the beach. 
I’m not sure how to explain 
that, except for the fact that 
my grands excel at sand 
collection, most especially 
between their toes.

 We even collected one 
deer tick, found (thankfully) 
before he – or she – got the 
chance to be comfortable. 
After that, we practiced tick 
checks every night before 
showering to wash the day’s 
stickiness (and tickiness) 
away.

 It was a time of loud 
“pooping” announcements, 
followed by raucous 
cheering. Remember the 
environment: two-year-old, 
potty trainer in the ready, 
discovering he could control 
pooping. You catch my drift. 

 Yeah, pooping! Let’s go! 
Great job! (Literally)

 It was a time of wasted 
food because who wants 
to eat meals when you can 
eat candy? I think we all 
know that is a facetious 
question. I made meatloaf 
one night, but they only 
wanted bananas and tater 
tots. I guess two out of three 
ain’t bad. (Did I say that 
already?)

 Thing is, they left most of 
the bananas uneaten. You’d 
think bananas grew on trees.

 Oh wait. Maybe they do.
 Grandchildren, however, 

do not. They are one in a 
million. Or maybe even one 
in a billion.

 Life is good when you 
are a grammy spending time 
with grands. Almost like 
being in a candy store, only 
better.

 Jill Pertler is an award-
winning syndicated 
columnist, published 
playwright and author. 
Don’t miss a slice; follow 
the Slices of Life page on 
Facebook. 

By
Jill
Pertler
Columnist

Slices of life

Market Outlook for the month of July
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LENA-WINSLOW ALL SCHOOL REGISTRATION
ONLINE OR IN-PERSON THIS YEAR!

ALL FAMILIES WILL NEED TO PROVIDE PROOF OF RESIDENCY TO REGISTER

Online Registration for all returning students in the Lena-Winslow District will start  
on July 28 and must be completed by August 14 at midnight.

IN-PERSON registration will be August 6 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
and August 7 from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Please remember:
1. All families must provide PROOF OF RESIDENCY (3 documents in total) which includes but is not 
limited to recent property tax bill, mortgage papers, driver’s license, vehicle registration, voter registration, 
etc. Two documents will be required if a Category II document. A more complete list can be found on the 
le-win.net webpage.

2. All students entering Pre-K, JK or Kindergarten, Sixth, and Ninth grades, and any student entering from 
out-of-state must present a completed physical examination form by the first day of school. Completed dental 
exams for JK or Kindergarten, Second and Sixth grades are also required. Local doctors and dentists have 
these forms in their offices or they can be found under the registration tab at le-win.net.

Fees and lunch money: Fees and lunch money can be paid online through the family access or in-person 
at any of the building offices. You may also send a check to the District Office, 401 Fremont St., Lena, 
IL, 61048. Please call Darcy Schierloh at 815-668-0800 if you have any questions.

Free/Reduced Meal Applications must be completed annually. You can apply online through Skyward 
Family Access, download an application off the website, or applications are available in any office. 
Please Call Darcy Schierloh at 815-668-0800 if you have any questions.

The first day of school will be Monday, August 18, 2025. Dismissal time will be 1 p.m. for the first day. 

If you have questions, please call one of the building secretaries  
at the phone numbers listed below: 

Elementary building secretaries: 815-668-0809 or 815-668-0810
Junior High building secretary: 815-668-0818
High School building secretaries: 815-668-0822 or 815-668-0821 474513

FENCING FENCING
Steel Roofing & Siding 

38” Width, 36” Cover, New & Seconds!
New Barn Boards / Rough Sawn 

Full 1” thick 1”X12” White Pine 
Also 1”x8”, 1”x12” Ship Lap Rough Face

* #1 Southern Yellow Pine Lumber *  
2x8 T/G Yellow Pine*Good For Horse Stalls & Floors

Red Cedar Dog Eared Pickets 

1”x6” - 6ft long 
$3.89each

Anich Lumber Co.
414 3rd Street • Palmyra

www.palsteel.com262-495-4453

Wood Fence Panels • Pre-Assembled • Treated Panels 

Dog Ear Tops 6x8  
$48each

Rough Sawn White Oak Lumber 
8x8, 2x8, 2x10, 2x12 - 18ft. lengths

Rough Sawn Fence Boards 1”x6” -16’ 
Pine • Treated Pine • Treated Poplar • White Oak

* ROUND FENCE POSTS * 
Cedar • Pressure Treated • All Sizes in Stock! 

* Landscape Timber • 5x6 - 6x6 - 6x8 * 
 3/4” thick

472433

Stephenson and Carroll County Farm Bureau news
By Victoria Hansen

 Each month we like to share 
how Farm Bureau has served 
is members for the month pri-
or. Below is a list of ways Farm 
Bureau served our members in 
June. 

 An Illinois Farm Bu-
reau-backed bill that address-
es nuisance deer unanimously 
passed both chambers of the 
General Assembly, giving 
farmers an avenue to mitigate 
financial loss from wildlife 
crop damage.

 Eight members of the IFB 
Resolutions Committee visit-
ed Washington, D.C., giving a 
national perspective to IFB’s 
grassroots policy process.

 IFB leaders and staff met 
with Illinois’ congressional 
delegation in Washington, ad-
vocating for the organization’s 
priority issues and ag provi-
sions in the proposed budget 
reconciliation legislation.

 The 29th annual Illinois 
Agriculture in the Classroom 
golf outing, hosted by the IAA 
Foundation, raised $36,000 for 
ag literacy.

 IFB’s Summer Ag Tour 
gave members an opportunity 
to develop a broader under-
standing of Illinois agriculture, 
touring a barge, a produce and 
specialty crop farm, potato 
production equipment, irriga-
tion systems and more.

Schlachter Farm Flower 
Tour and Bouquet Making

 The Stephenson County 
Farm Bureau is planning a trip 
to Schlachter Farm Flower on 
Aug. 12, 2025, at 6 p.m. Be-
sides touring the farm, partici-
pants will have the opportunity 
to make bouquets. Anyone 
interested in creating a bou-
quet should bring a vase – a 
standard-size vase will suffice! 
The cost to attend this trip is 
$10 for members and $15 for 
non-members. The farm is lo-
cated at 13287 W. Greenbush 

Rd., Lena, IL. Pre-registration 
is required for this event. To 
register, you can call the office 
at 815-232-3186. 

Illinois Wheat Association 
to Host 2025 Summer 
Wheat Forum 

 Connect with crop experts 
and innovators during the Il-
linois Wheat Association’s 
(IWA) annual Summer Wheat 
Forum. The forum will be held 
July 31 from 4-9 p.m. at the 
American Farm Heritage Mu-
seum, 1395 Museum Ave., in 
Greenville. Industry exhibits 
will feature seed companies, 
industry professionals and ma-
chinery. “The Summer Wheat 
Forum is a great opportunity to 
discuss and hear solutions to a 
range of production and mar-
ket issues,” said Jolene Neu-
hauser, Illinois Wheat Associa-
tion executive director. “From 
market trends to hearing field 
experiences from the best 
wheat producers in Illinois, at-
tendees take home a wealth of 
knowledge that will help them 
increase their farms’ productiv-
ity.” This year’s guest speakers 
are Mike O’Dea, Stone X risk 
management consultant, and 
Jason Mauck, a farmer and 
CEO of Constant Canopy.

 Registration for the Sum-
mer Wheat Forum is avail-
able at www.illinoiswheat.
org/025-summer-forum-1. 
Tickets are $25 for IWA mem-
bers and $50 for non-members. 
Dinner is included.   For more 
information, visit www.illi-
noiswheat.org, or email Neu-
hauser at jneuhauser@ilfb.org.

Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Certified 
Crop Adviser Board are 
accepting nominations 
for this year’s Illinois 
Certified Crop Adviser 
Award

If you know a CCA who has 
provided superior service in the 

areas of nutrient management, 
soil and water management, 
integrated pest management 
or crop production for their 
farmer-customers, be sure to 
nominate them. To learn more 
about the nomination process, 
including who is eligible to be 
nominated, click on the CCA 
Award Description button.

 The 2025 CCA Award win-
ner will be submitted to the 
Illinois CCA Board for con-
sideration for the International 
CCA Award. Make your nom-
inations here, https://form.jot-
form.com/251736030986158

Carroll County Farm 
Bureau Young Leaders 
Host Ninja Farmer 

Contest
Plan to participate in this 

year’s Ninja Farmer Event on 
Saturday, Aug. 9 at 11 a.m. The 
Ninja Farmer is a course set up 
by our Young Leaders. Each 
kid will get the opportunity to 
race through the course in or-
der to win a prize. The course 
can be messy, so dress accord-
ingly.

 The age divisions to com-
pete are 7-8, 9-10, 11-12, and 
13-14. All participants get ice 
cream, and the top three in each 
division will get an additional 
prize. This event is completely 
free, and no pre-registration is 
required.  Registration begins 
in front of the grandstand on 
Saturday, Aug. 9 at 10:30 a.m. 

Please direct questions to our 
office at 815-244-3001 or by 
email at carrollcfb@gmail.
com 

Warrens Cranberry 
Festival

Join the Carroll and Ste-
phenson County Farm Bureaus 
as we travel to Warrens, Wis-
consin for the Annual Warrens 
Cranberry Festival. This Fes-
tival features over 3 miles of 
shopping and over 1,200 ven-
dors. This trip will take place 
on Friday, Sept. 26. 

Trip Schedule: 
6:30 a.m.: Depart Carroll 

County Farm Bureau 
7 a.m.: Depart Freeport 

Walmart

10 a.m.: Arrive at Cranberry 
Festival 

4 p.m.: Depart Festival
5:30 p.m.: Dinner on the 

way home
6:30 p.m. Depart for Free-

port Walmart
8 a.m.: Arrive at Freeport 

Walmart
8:30 p.m.: Arrive at Carroll 

County Farm Bureau 
 The trip cost includes trans-

portation, all gratuities and wa-
ter on the bus. The Farm Bu-
reau Member price is $80 and 
the non-member price $100. 
Reserve your spot by call-
ing the county you plan to be 
picked up at Carroll 815-244-
3001 or Stephenson 815-232-
3186.

Illinois’
business

is YOUR
business 44

77
35

Brought to you by Rock Valley Publishing and the Illinois Press Association

To know more, read public notices 
in today’s newspaper or go to
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Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE, rvpnews.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

392651

submitted  PHOtO Rock Valley Publishing

 The recently signed federal budget reconciliation bill includes key safety net and 
tax provisions that help farmers, but the legislation doesn’t replace a comprehensive 

five-year farm bill. 

Approved megabill provides tax certainty for farmers
By Tammie Sloup
FarmWeek

The recently signed federal 
budget reconciliation bill in-
cludes key safety net and tax 
provisions that help farmers, 
but the legislation doesn’t 
replace a comprehensive five-
year farm bill.

President Donald Trump 
signed the nearly 900-page 
bill into law on July 4.

Hundreds of provisions are 
included in the legislation, 
including updates to key com-
modity risk management pro-
grams.

The funding for farm bill 
programs is good news for 
farmers, however, ag groups, 
including Illinois Farm Bu-
reau, have stressed the inclu-

sion does not replace a five-
year farm bill. The ag indus-
try continues to operate under 
the 2018 farm bill, which has 
been extended multiple times 
by Congress.

“This bill addresses key 
Illinois Farm Bureau prior-
ities, including permanent 
tax provisions and updates to 
parts of the farm bill—both 
critically important to Illinois 
farm families who’ve been 
navigating a tough ag econ-
omy for several years,” IFB 
President Brian Duncan said. 
“There’s still work to be done. 
Several key items could not 
be included in the reconcil-
iation budget bill due to the 
Senate rules. We will continue 
to work with our delegation in 

Washington to see these items 
are addressed in follow-up 
legislation.”

Hard lines were drawn be-
tween the two parties, spe-
cifically concerning cuts to 
Medicaid and an overhaul of 
the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program, which 
entails pushing some costs 
onto states for the first time.

Farm provisions
The bill includes enhance-

ments to the farm safety net 
with up to $66 billion provid-
ed over 10 years.

These provisions include 
raising reference prices and 
commodity loan rates to bet-
ter reflect today’s higher pro-
duction costs and market con-

ditions.
Crop insurance programs 

would see about $6.3 billion 
in increased spending over 
10 years, with higher subsi-
dies for some supplemental 
area-based plans and other 
improvements to premium 
support. Beginning farmers 
also will receive additional 
premium assistance. The bill 
also updates the federal crop 
insurance program to allow 
farmers to purchase the Sup-
plemental Coverage Option 
(SCO) while enrolled in Ag-
ricultural Risk Coverage. His-
torically, SCO was available 
to only those enrolled in Price 
Loss Coverage, limiting cov-
erage options.

Payment limits would in-
crease from $125,000 to 
$155,000 for individuals, and 
then the payment limit would 
increase based on an inflation 
index. The bill also removes 
income caps for farmers or 
entities that draw 75 percent 
or more of their income from 
agriculture or forestry.

The bill also has provisions 
that would allow USDA to en-
roll up to 30 million new base 
acres for farmers based on 
the production history of that 
ground. Base acres were es-
tablished in the 2002 farm bill 
and, up until the 2014 farm 
bill, mostly reflected planted 
acreage from 1998 to 2001.

In conservation, the bill 
takes back as much as $16 bil-
lion from the Inflation Reduc-
tion Act (IRA) and rolls those 
funds into the 10-year budgets 
for USDA’s main conserva-
tion programs.

Other provisions in agricul-
ture would double funding for 

USDA trade promotion pro-
grams as well.

Many farm bill programs 
could not be included in rec-
onciliation because they are 
policy, not budgetary. Those 
updates and extensions will 
have to be addressed in what 
many are dubbing a “skinny 
farm bill.”

Tax provisions
The 45Z credit was one of 

the few IRA incentives spared 
in the reconciliation bill, 
which terminates or phases 
out many of the IRA’s credits 
established under the Biden 
administration. The bill ex-
tends the 45Z, or clean fuel 
production credit, from 2027 
to 2029 and prevents the use 
of foreign feedstocks outside 
of the U.S., Canada and Mex-
ico. The emissions rate also 
will be adjusted as necessary 
to exclude any emissions at-
tributed to indirect land use 
change.

However, the bill lowers 
the value of the tax credit for 
sustainable aviation fuels.

In relation to the 2017 Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA), 
farmers and rural businesses 
will continue to receive tax 
parity to their corporate coun-
terparts through a permanent 
Section 199A deduction. The 
bill makes permanent a 20 per-
cent deduction for qualified 
business income for smaller 
businesses. In addition to pay-
ment limitation increases, the 
bill creates new exemptions 
from the limitations to any 
qualified pass-through enti-
ties, including limited liabili-
ty companies (LLCs), general 
partnerships, S corporations 

and partnerships.
For the nearly 98 percent 

of family farms that operate 
as sole proprietorships, part-
nerships or S corporations, 
USDA’s Economic Research 
Service estimates that 199A is 
the single-most impactful tax 
provision for farm business-
es when evaluated separately 
from other TCJA provisions.

The legislation also rein-
states 100 percent bonus de-
preciation from 2025-2030 
and also increases the Section 
179 deduction for smaller 
businesses to $2.5 million.

The bill increases the estate 
tax exemption to $15 million 
for single tax filers and $30 
million for married couples 
starting in 2026 and the ex-
emption would be indexed 
for inflation, preventing the 
Death Tax from hitting more 
than 2 million family farms 
that otherwise would have 
seen their exemption cut in 
half.

For individuals, the bill also 
increases the standard income 
deduction as well as the child 
tax credit for couples and ex-
empts taxes on tips for people 
through 2028. For the state 
and local tax deduction, the 
bill caps itemized deductions 
for state and local taxes at 
$40,000 per household with 
an annual increase, then re-
verts to $10,000 in 2030. The 
current cap was set to expire 
next year.

This story was distributed 
through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Asso-
ciation. For more food and 
farming news, visit FarmWee-
kNow.com
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Game PaGe

Sudoku 
Fun by the Numbers

 Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the 
moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and 
put your sudoku savvy to the test! Here’s How It 
Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, 
the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column 
and box. Each number can appear only once in each 
row, column and box. You can figure out the order in 
which the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The more 
numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the 
puzzle!

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Pacific Standard Time
  4. Extracts through heating 
and melting
 10. Express delight
 11. More curvy
 12. Expression of uncertainty
 14. Indicates before
 15. Daughter of Hera and 
Zeus
 16. Southwestern CA city
 18. Unified
 22. Less attractive
 23. Base of jellies
 24. A large and noisy party
 26. He was traded for Luka
 27. Wolverine genus
 28. “Happy Days” actress 
Moran
 30. Root of taro plant
 31. Student environmental 
group (abbr.)
 34. Silk garments
 36. Unique power
 37. Ray Liotta cop film
 39. Leak slowly through
 40. Notion
 41. Atomic #55
 42. Fixed in one place
 48. About heat
 50. Type of baseball pitch
 51. Seedless raisin
 52. Large wading birds
 53. Similar
 54. Time zone
 55. Atomic #34
 56. Program
 58. Old world, new
 59. Contrary belief
 60. “To the __ degree”

CLUES DOWN
  1. Plain-woven fabric
  2. Classed

  3. Suppositions
  4. Midway between south and 
west
  5. Tropical American trees
  6. Leveled
  7. Published false statement
  8. Adolescent
  9. Junior’s father
 12. Aurochs
 13. Not low
 17. Boxing’s GOAT
 19. Short musical composition
 20. Small immature herrings
 21. Eavesdropper
 25. Parcels of land
 29. Anger

 31. Irritations
 32. Hindu holy man
 33. Wicker basket for fish
 35. Natural object
 38. Transporting in a vehicle
 41. A dog is one
 43. Smaller portion
 44. Sew
 45. Belonging to a thing
 46. Horsley and Greenwood 
are two
 47. Scottish language
 49. Producer
 56. Exclamation of surprise
 57. Russian river

Answers on page 10
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IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT

JO DAVIESS COUNTY - 
GALENA, ILLINOIS

ROCKET MORTGAGE, 
LLC F/K/A QUICKEN 
LOANS, LLC F/K/A 
QUICKEN LOANS INC.
    Plaintiff,
  -v.-
ANTHONY F. SIERGIEJ 
et al
    Defendant

2024 FC 64
NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered in the above cause 
on May 8, 2025, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Cor-
poration, will at 1:30 PM 
on August 12, 2025, at 
the office of Vincent Roth 
Toepfer & Leinen PC, 
11406 U.S. Route 20 W, 
Galena, IL, 61036, sell at 
public in-person sale to the 
highest bidder, as set forth 
below, the following de-
scribed real estate:

THAT PART OF THE 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 34, TOWN-
SHIP 27 NORTH, RANGE 
4 EAST OF THE FOURTH 
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, 
DESCRIBED AS FOL-
LOWS:

COMMENCING AT 
THE EAST QUARTER 
CORNER OF SEC-
TION 34 AND THENCE 
SOUTH 0 DEGREES, 00 
MINUTES AND 00 SEC-
ONDS EAST ON THE 
EAST LINE OF SAID 
SOUTHEAST QUAR-
TER 1761.42 FEET TO A 
POINT IN THE CENTER 
LINE OF EAST PARK-
ER ROAD; THENCE 
NORTH 73 DEGREES, 51 
MINUTES AND 00 SEC-
ONDS WEST ON SAID 
CENTER LINE, 408.72 
FEET TO THE CENTER 
LINE OF STATE ROUTE 
78 AND THE PLACE 
OF BEGINNING OF 
THIS DESCRIPTION; 
THENCE CONTINUING 

NORTH 73 DEGREES, 51 
MINUTES AND 00 SEC-
ONDS WEST ON THE 
CENTER LINE OF SAID 
EAST PARKER ROAD, 
535.82 FEET; THENCE 
SOUTH 12 DEGREES, 
55 MINUTES AND 40 
SECONDS WEST, 164.70 
FEET; THENCE SOUTH 
52 DEGREES, 58 MIN-
UTES AND 38 SECONDS 
EAST, 70.0 FEET:

THENCE SOUTH 16 
DEGREES, 22 MIN-
UTES AND 24 SEC-
ONDS WEST, 136.80 
FEET; THENCE NORTH 
61 DEGREES 35 MIN-
UTES AND 04 SECONDS 
EAST, 256.05 FEET; 
THENCE SOUTH 65 DE-
GREES, 47 MINUTES 
AND 57 SECONDS EAST 
225.79 FEET TO A POINT 
IN THE CENTER LINE 
OF SAID STATE ROUTE 
78; THENCE NORTH 
33 DEGREES, 32 MIN-
UTES AND 09 SECONDS 
EAST ON SAID CENTER 
LINE, 186.42 FEET TO 
THE PLACE OF BEGIN-
NING IN JO DAVIESS 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS, AS 
MORE PARTICULARLY 
SHOWN ON A SURVEY 
BY D. B. PERRY OF C. 
F. SURVEYING COM-
PANY, REGISTERED 
ILLINOIS LAND SUR-
VEYOR, AS REVISED 
JANUARY 7, 1996 AND 
RECORDED JANUARY 
19, 1996 IN PLAN HOLD 
D OF PLATS AT NO. 43 
AS DOCUMENT NO. 
242579. SITUATED IN 
THE COUNTY OF JO 
DAVIESS, STATE OF IL-
LINOIS.

Commonly known as 
9643, 9715, 9823 E PARK-
ER RD, STOCKTON, IL 
61085

Property Index No. 17-
000-360-00

The real estate is im-
proved with a residence.

Sale terms: 25% down 
of the highest bid by cer-
tified funds at the close 
of the sale payable to The 
Judicial Sales Corpora-

tion. No third party checks 
will be accepted. The bal-
ance, in certified funds/or 
wire transfer, is due with-
in twenty-four (24) hours. 
The subject property is 
subject to general real es-
tate taxes, special assess-
ments, or special taxes 
levied against said real es-
tate and is offered for sale 
without any representation 
as to quality or quantity of 
title and without recourse 
to Plaintiff and in ‘’AS IS’’ 
condition. The sale is fur-
ther subject to confirma-
tion by the court.

Upon payment in full of 
the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Cer-
tificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a 
deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.

Where a sale of real es-
tate is made to satisfy a 
lien prior to that of the 
United States, the United 
States shall have one year 
from the date of sale with-
in which to redeem, except 
that with respect to a lien 
arising under the internal 
revenue laws the period 
shall be 120 days or the 
period allowable for re-
demption under State law, 
whichever is longer, and in 
any case in which, under 
the provisions of section 
505 of the Housing Act 
of 1950, as amended (12 
U.S.C. 1701k), and subsec-
tion (d) of section 3720 of 
title 38 of the United States 
Code, the right to redeem 
does not arise, there shall 
be no right of redemption.

The property will NOT 
be open for inspection 
and plaintiff makes no 
representation as to the 
condition of the property. 
Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the 
court file to verify all infor-
mation.

If this property is a con-
dominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale, other than 
a mortgagee, shall pay the 
assessments and the legal 

fees required by The Con-
dominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and 
(g)(4). If this property is a 
condominium unit which is 
part of a common interest 
community, the purchas-
er of the unit at the fore-
closure sale other than a 
mortgagee shall pay the as-
sessments required by The 
Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-
1).

IF YOU ARE THE 
MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE IL-
LINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo 
identification issued by a 
government agency (driv-
er’s license, passport, etc.) 
in order to gain entry into 
our building and the fore-
closure sale room in Cook 
County and the same iden-
tification for sales held at 
other county venues where 
The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration conducts foreclosure 
sales.

For information, exam-
ine the court file, CODI-
LIS & ASSOCIATES, 
P.C. Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 
15W030 NORTH FRONT-
AGE ROAD, SUITE 100, 
BURR RIDGE, IL, 60527 
(630) 794-9876

THE JUDICIAL SALES 
CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 
24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-
SALE

You can also visit The Ju-
dicial Sales Corporation at 
www.tjsc.com for a 7 day 
status report of pending 
sales.
CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH 
FRONTAGE ROAD, 
SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527

630-794-5300
E-Mail: 
pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 
14-24-06131
Attorney ARDC No. 
00468002
Case Number: 2024 FC 64
TJSC#: 45-1250

NOTE: Pursuant to the 
Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised 
that Plaintiff’s attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collec-
tor attempting to collect a 
debt and any information 
obtained will be used for 
that purpose.
Case # 2024 FC 64
I3269595

(Published in
The Scoop Today 

July 16, 23 & 30, 2025)
474314

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

COUNTY OF Stephenson 
- Freeport, ILLINOIS

DEUTSCHE BANK 
NATIONAL TRUST 
COMPANY, AS 
TRUSTEE, IN TRUST 
FOR REGISTERED 
HOLDERS OF LONG 
BEACH MORTGAGE 
LOAN TRUST 2005-
WL3, ASSET-BACKED 
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 
2005-WL3
    Plaintiff
  vs.
JANET D. BODDIE; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS
    Defendant

24 FC 18
CALENDAR

NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is 

hereby given that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclo-
sure entered in the above 
entitled cause Intercounty 
Judicial Sales Corporation 
will on August 27, 2025, at 
the hour 1:30 p.m., Securi-
ty First Title Company, 205 
West Stephenson Street, 
Freeport, IL 61032, sell to 
the highest bidder for cash, 
the following described 

mortgaged real estate:
LOT 14 IN BLOCK 2 

OF BLACKHAWK GAR-
DENS SUBDIVISION 
ACCORDING TO THE 
PLAT THEREOF, SAID 
PLAT RECORDED IN 
THE RECORDER’S OF-
FICE OF STEPHENSON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS, IN 
BOOK “F” OF PLATS, 
PAGE 14; SITUATED 
IN THE CITY OF FREE-
PORT, STEPHENSON 
COUNTY IN THE STATE 
OF ILLINOIS.

P.I.N. 18-19-06-128-020.
Commonly known as 

1442 S. BLACKHAWK 
AVE., FREEPORT, IL 
61032.

The real estate is: single 
family residence. If the 
subject mortgaged real es-
tate is a unit of a common 
interest community, the 
purchaser of the unit other 
than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required 
by subsection (g-1) of Sec-
tion 18.5 of the Condo-
minium Property Act. Sale 
terms: At sale, the bidder 
must have 10% down by 
certified funds, balance 
within 24 hours, by certi-
fied funds. No refunds. The 
property will NOT be open 
for inspection. Prospective 
bidders are admonished to 
check the court file to veri-
fy all information.

For information call Sales 
Department at Plaintiff’s 
Attorney, Robertson, An-
schutz, Schneid, Crane & 
Partners, PLLC, 13010 
Morris Road, Suite 450, 
Alpharetta, Georgia 30004. 
(708) 668-4410 ext. 52109. 
24-186885

INTERCOUNTY 
JUDICIAL SALES 
CORPORATION

intercountyjudicialsales.
com
I3269917

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

July 23, 30 & Aug. 6, 2025)
474477

LEGAL NOTICES

Can Publish Your
Legals

Call 815-877-4044
or email your

legals to
Legals@rvpublishing.com

Rock ValleyPublishing LLC

425124

Answers

PUZZLE 1 PUZZLE 2 CROSSWORD
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From Lena’s Kitchen

 We did get a storm last 
weekend, and I was glad it 
wasn’t as bad as places around 
us.  My heart breaks for the 
people in Texas and out East.  
Fair week is coming up, and 
the temperatures are going to 
be hot.  It seems that hot and 
humid weather always rears 
its ugly head during fair week.  
The hot weather has made a 
lot of things really grow.  One 
of my farmer friends said that 
he could hear the corn grow-
ing at night.  Garden produce 
is coming in for those people 
who planted at the right time.  
This week we have some in-
teresting recipes for you to 
try.  Have a great week cook-
ing.

Taco Crescent Pull-
Apart

 At one time Pampered 
Chef had a crescent roll en-
chilada that was great.  This 
taco appetizer is built much 
like that one, but a lot easier.  
There are not many ingredi-
ents, so it is easy to put to-
gether.  This appetizer is good 
anytime during the year.

½ lb. ground beef
1/3 C. water
2 T. Taco Seasoning Mix
4 oz. cream cheese, soft-

ened
¾ C. shredded cheddar 

cheese
2 cans Crescent Rolls (8 

count each)
1 T. butter, melted
 Preheat the oven to 375.  

Line large cookie sheet with 
parchment paper.  In a large 
nonstick skillet, cook beef 
over medium-high heat 4 to 
6 minutes, stirring frequent-
ly until thoroughly cooked; 
drain.  Stir in water and taco 
seasoning mix; heat to boil-
ing.  Reduce heat and simmer 
uncovered 1 to 2 minutes, 
stirring frequently, until thick-
ened.  Transfer to a medium 
bowl.  Cool for 10 minutes.  
Add cream cheese and ½ C. 
of the cheddar cheese to beef 
mixture.  Stir to combine.

 Separate each can of dough 
into 8 triangles.  Place about 
a rounded tablespoonful of 
beef mixture in center of each 
crescent.  Bring the three 
points of the dough triangles 
together over filling and then 
pull up sides.  Firmly pinch 
sides of dough so cheese 
mixture is covered.  Press 
edges and seams of dough to 
seal completely.  Arrange 5 
stuffed crescent balls, pinched 

side down, in ring on cook-
ie sheet.  Arrange remaining 
11 stuffed crescent balls in 
another ring around the first 
5.  Brush dough with melted 
butter.  Bake 18 to 22 minutes 
or until deep golden brown.  
Sprinkle with remaining ¼ C. 
of cheese.  Bake 1 to 2 min-
utes or until cheese is melt-
ed.  Remove parchment paper 
with crescents and place on a 
serving plate.  Serve warm.

Shrimp Salad 
Appetizers

 This appetizer is another 
easy one to make.  The hardest 
part is cleaning the lettuce and 
preparing the shrimp.  You 
can get shrimp already peeled 
and deveined and cooked too.

1 lb. peeled and deveined 
cooked shrimp (31 to 40 per 
lb.), chopped

6 oz. imitation crab meat 
chopped finely

2 celery ribs, finely chopped
¼ C. mayonnaise
¼ t. Dijon mustard
24 Bibb lettuce leaves
Chopped parsley leaves
 In a large bowl, combine 

shrimp, crab and celery.  Add 
the mayo and mustard; toss 
to coat.  In each leaf put 2 T. 
shrimp mixture and top with 
chopped parsley.  Place on 
serving plate.

Strawberry Arugula 
Salad

 This green salad has a great 
vinaigrette dressing on pretty 
greens.  If you aren’t an aru-
gula fan, you can use baby 
spinach.  The strawberries 
and almonds add extra flavor 
to the greens.  I have rose-
mary in my herb garden, but 
I never plant sage.  It tends to 
take over and get out of con-
trol.  Enjoy this interesting 
combination of fruits and vin-
aigrette.

6 C. Arugula or baby spin-
ach

1½ C. sliced fresh straw-
berries

½ C. slivered almonds
½ C. crumbled feta cheese
4 green onions, chopped
Vinaigrette:
1/3 C. olive oil
1 T. Dijon mustard
1 T. red wine vinegar
2 t. lemon juice
1½ t. balsamic vinegar
1 t. fresh rosemary or ¼ t. 

dried rosemary
1 t. fresh sage or ¼ t. dried 

sage leaves
½ t. celery seed
1/8 t. pepper
 In a salad bowl, combine 

the arugula, strawberries, al-
monds, cheese and green on-
ions.  In small bowl, whisk the 
oil, mustard, vinegars, lemon 
juice, spices, and seasonings.  
Drizzle over the salad and toss 
to coat.

Crunchy Ramen 
Noodle Slaw

 If you are in the mood for 
a great priced side, this slaw 
is perfect.  Everyone knows 
that there is not a food that is 
cheaper than ramen noodles.  
You can also find the coleslaw 
mix on sale this time of the 
year.  If you aren’t a cilantro 
fan, you can substitute flat 
leaf parsley.  Enjoy this eco-
nomical and tasty side.

2 pkg. (3 oz. each) ramen 
noodles without seasoning 
pkgs.

4 C. coleslaw mix (shred-
ded green and red cabbage, 
and carrots)

½ C. sliced toasted almonds
1/3 C. sunflower seeds
4 green onions, thinly sliced
¼ C. chopped fresh cilantro
¼ C. olive oil
¼ C. rice vinegar
3 T. soy sauce
2 T. honey
1 t. sesame oil
 Prepare the noodles:  Break 

uncooked ramen noodles into 
small pieces; place in dry skil-
let.  Over medium heat, cook 
until lightly golden, 2 to 3 
minutes.  Let cool.  In a large 
bowl, combine the coleslaw 
mix, toasted ramen noodles, 
almonds, sunflower seeds, 
sliced green onions and cilan-
tro.  

 Dressing:  In a small bowl, 
whisk together olive oil, rice 
vinegar, soy sauce, honey, 
and sesame oil until well 
combined.  Toss and serve by 
pouring dressing over salad 
until coated.  If desired, gar-
nish with green onions.  Chill 
15 to 20 minutes before serv-
ing.

Pizza Tater Tot 
Casserole

 This casserole is easy to 
assemble and makes a great 
weeknight dinner.  Most kids 
like tater tots and using them 
in a pizza setting is rather in-
genious.  You probably have 
most of these ingredients in 
your cupboard.

1½ lbs. ground beef
1 medium green pepper, 

finely chopped
1 medium onion, finely 

chopped
½ lb. sliced fresh 

mushrooms
1 can (15 oz.) pizza sauce
1 t. dried basil
3 C. shredded mozzarella
1 pkg. (32 oz.) frozen Tater 

Tots
1 C. shredded cheddar 

cheese
 In a large skillet, cook the 

beef, green pepper, onion, and 
mushrooms over medium heat 
until meat is no longer pink, 
breaking meat into crumbles, 
drain.  Add pizza sauce and 
basil.  Transfer to a greased 
9 x 13 baking dish.  Top with 
mozzarella cheese and po-
tatoes.  Bake uncovered at 

400 until potatoes are lightly 
browned, 30 to 35 minutes.  
Sprinkle with cheddar cheese; 
bake until cheese is melted, 
about 5 minutes longer.

Chicken Veronique
 This next chicken recipe is 

a bit different because it uses 
orange marmalade spread and 
nutmeg as ingredients.  It also 
uses green grapes as a side.  I 
think that tarragon is always a 
good spice to use in flavoring 
chicken breasts.

6 boneless chicken breast 
halves (4 oz. each)

¼ t. salt
1/8 t. nutmeg
4 t. butter
2/3 C. chicken broth
2 T. orange marmalade 

spreadable fruit
¾ t. dried tarragon
2 t. flour
½ C. half-and-half cream
1½ C. green grapes, halved
 Sprinkle chicken with salt 

and nutmeg.  In a large non-
stick skillet, cook chicken in 
butter over medium heat for 
3 to 5 minutes on each side 
or until lightly browned.  In 
a small bowl, combine the 
broth, marmalade and tarra-
gon.  Add to skillet and bring 
to a boil.  Reduce heat; cover 
and simmer for 4 to 5 min-
utes on each side until a ther-
mometer reads 170.  Remove 
chicken and keep arm.

 Combine the flour and 
cream until smooth.  Gradual-
ly stir into skillet.  Bring to a 
boil; cook for 2 minutes or un-
til thickened.  Stir in grapes.  
Heat through.  Serve with 
chicken.  Serve with rice pilaf.

Pig Pickin’ Cake
 This cake is a southern 

cake for the summer.  I am not 
sure what the pig reference 
is because I am not from the 
South.   When I did a little 
research, I learned that South-
erners had pig roasts.  They 
often picked off pieces of the 
pork from the whole hog on a 
spit.  After all the grease and 
heavy pork, they would serve 
this light cake.  Enjoy this 
cake which has a lot of light 
flavor for summer.

1 pkg. yellow cake mix
1 can (11 oz.) mandarin or-

anges, undrained
4 egg whites, room tem-

perature
½ C. unsweetened 

applesauce
Topping:
1 can (20 oz.) crushed pine-

apple, undrained
1 pkg. small instant vanilla 

pudding mix
1 carton (8 oz.) Cool Whip, 

thawed
 Preheat the oven to 350.  

In a large bowl, beat the cake 
mix, oranges, egg whites and 
applesauce on low speed for 2 
minutes.  Pour into a 9 x 13 
greased cooking dish.  Bake 
at 350 for 25 to 30 minutes 
or until a toothpick inserted 
in the center comes out clean.  
Cool on a wire rack

 Topping:  Combine the 
pineapple and pudding mix.  
Fold in whipped topping just 
until blended.  Spread over 
the cake.  Refrigerate for at 
least 1 hour before serving.

Berry Dump Cake
 If you are looking for an 

easy dessert that will feed ev-
eryone and have no leftovers, 
this cake is one you will love.  
The use of the cake mix and 
the easy mixing of the berries 
makes for a short prep.  You 
can use any kind of mixture of 
berries.

4 C. mixed berries (blueber-
ries, raspberries, strawberries)

¾ C. sugar
2 T. cornstarch
1 T. lemon juice
1 t. vanilla
1 vanilla cake mix
8 T. unsalted butter cut into 

cubes
Vanilla ice cream for serv-

ing
 Preheat oven to 350.  Spray 

a 9-inch square baking dish 
with cooking spray.  In a 
bowl, combine the berries, 
sugar, cornstarch, lemon juice 
and vanilla.  Toss to coat the 
berries.  Pour the mixture 
into the greased baking dish; 
spread the cake mix over the 
top in an even layer.  Scatter 
the butter cubes over the top.  
Cover the baking dish with 

aluminum foil and bake until 
top is puffed and golden and 
the fruit is bubbling, about 40 
minutes.  Remove the foil and 
bake for 5 minutes more.  Let 
cake cool slightly on a wire 
rack before serving with va-
nilla ice cream.

Final Thoughts
 It is Stephenson County 

Fair Week, and as I said be-
fore, the weather is supposed 
to be hot and humid.  I am 
hoping we won’t have our tra-
ditional fair storm.  I know a 
lot of people do a lot of prepa-
ration for the fair.  Anyone 
who shows any kind of ani-
mal has usually been working 
for weeks to get them ready 
to show.  The people who 
are growing and baking have 
been practicing for weeks do-
ing baked goods and tending 
gardens with fruits, vegetables 
and flowers.  I admire those 
people who take the time to do 
these special things.   I know 
that there is a love of tractor 
pulls in our area, so that is a 
big draw too. 

 We have wrapped up the 
Lena Community Park Con-
certs and the Freeport Concert 
Band Sunday night series.  
You can still catch the Sat-
urday concerts at the lake.  I 
can’t believe that next week 
will signal the end of July.  I 
talked to several moms who 
are trying to do school sup-
plies early in order to save 
some money.  If you don’t 
have any kids or grandkids to 
buy for, there are donations 
at many churches and at the 
schools for funds for students 
who need help.  I hope you all 
have a good week checking 
out all the things in our area 
which you can find for enter-
tainment.  Have a great week 
cooking and keeping cool.

 We are looking for some 
summer recipes with fruits 
and vegetables of the sea-
son.  If you find some recipes 
to share, you can contact us 
by email at scoopshopper@
rvpublishing.com or by mail 
at From Lena’s Kitchen, The 
Shopper’s Guide at Rock Val-
ley Publishing, 1102 Ann St. 
Delavan, WI 56115.

The not so skinny cook

457170

For a digital subscription with a weekly emailed link, just go to 

Rockvalleyenews.com
Click on “AVAILABLE SUBSCRIPTIONS” in the menu bar at the top of the page to choose your newspaper. 

Start your electronic subscription today!
Rock ValleyPublishing LLC

815-877-4044

The Post Journal • The Rockford Journal • The Herald 
The Gazette • Tempo • Belvidere Republican • Scoop Today

Shopper’s Guide • The Clinton Topper  • The Independent-Register

Real news is in
thenewsPaPeR
Subscribe to your hometown 

newspaper with a digital 
subscription!
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Place Your 
Service Ad

Call Cyndee at 
(815) 369-4112  for details

Minimum of 4 weeks 
Additional Sizes Available

468430
Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

Nick Judge • 815-990-8937
www.sixpointservices.com

Residential and 
Commercial

Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning

Window Washing
Holiday Lighting

Fully insured
413671

474638

385630

240 W. Main St., Suite C • Lena, IL
Call for a quote • 815-369-4747

PRICE • COVERAGE • SERVICE

Gretchen
Rackow

Joe
Werhane

• Auto • Motorcycle • Boat • 

• Snowmobile • RV •

• Home • Renters • 

• Condo • Rented Dwelling •  

• Mobile Home •

• Business • Farm • Life • 

www.bussianinsurance.com

HAPPY 4TH OF JULY!

10240 N. Old Mill Rd. • McConnell, IL 61050
815-541-3348 • heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

0%  Interest 
Financing 
Options 
available

Your local Toro Dealer & Master Service Center

473956

(Formerly Wybourn Construction)

Cell: 608-558-1095
Lena, IL

bobwybourn@gmail.com
• Windows•Doors•Kitchens

•Bathrooms•Decks
No Job Too Small To Appreciate!

407366

PEARL CITY SEAMLESS 
GUTTERS INC.

815-291-6449

5” & 6” Seamless 
Gutters & Gutter Guards Available. 

Multi-color, Color Match.
Owner Operated

423071

Illinois bet on solar to meet its climate goals. 
Trump has the industry in his crosshairs
Advocates push 
state to expand 
renewables 
incentives
By Andrew Adams
Capitol news illinois

President Donald Trump 
and congressional Republi-
cans earlier this month cur-
tailed federal tax incentives 
for the solar energy industry 
and for individuals and com-
panies that purchase solar 
panels.

The move sent shockwaves 
through the industry nation-
wide, pulling key incentives 
for major projects and resi-
dential rooftop solar alike.

But in Illinois, members of 
the industry say state policy 
gives a bit of cover. While 
they have seen a wave of 
business before Biden-era tax 
breaks sunset, solar compa-

nies are left with uncertainty 
in the long-term.

Others fear Trump’s actions 
will drive up prices by slow-
ing the pace of renewables en-
tering the market as fossil fu-
els exit for economic reasons.

The spending plan that 
Trump signed into law on July 
4 will end several decades-old 
tax incentive programs be-
tween now and 2027. Those 
programs, which offer cred-
its for rooftop solar systems 
and investment in large-scale 
projects, were expanded un-
der the Inflation Reduction 
Act, a major initiative of for-
mer President Joe Biden.

Trump followed the bill 
signing with a July 7 execu-
tive order aimed at quickly 
ending any subsidies for “ex-
pensive and unreliable energy 
sources like wind and solar.”

Between the spending bill 
and the executive order, the 
federal government will also 

stop offering a tax credit for 
the manufacture of wind pow-
er components and instead 
offer a similar subsidy to the 
coal used in steel production.

The new law also denies 
incentives to any projects 
that are owned by certain for-
eign entities or use a signifi-
cant amount of supplies from 
those entities, like the Chinese 
government and its affiliated 
businesses.

This is particularly difficult 
for battery storage and so-
lar projects, which often rely 
on minerals and components 
mined in or manufactured in 
China.

This leaves many consumer 
advocates and energy experts 
looking to Illinois to further 
insulate the industry, which 
is a key part of how the state 
plans to replace fossil fu-
el-generated electricity with 
carbon-free sources by 2045 
as required by state law.

Energy price increase
The bill will likely result in 

higher energy prices across the 
country, according to an analy-
sis from the REPEAT Project, 
a joint research effort by Stan-
ford Professor Jesse Jenkins’ 
Princeton Lab and Evolved 
Energy Research.

A separate analysis from 
think tank Energy Innova-
tion, whose CEO was a senior 
Biden advisor involved in 
drafting climate change-relat-
ed legislation, links the cost 
increases to a reduction in the 
number of renewable power 
plants that will be built under 
the new law.

This will affect electricity 
capacity markets directly as 
well as increase the wholesale 
price of natural gas due to the 
power sector’s increased reli-
ance on it. Federal data indi-
cates natural gas is currently 
used for about 17.3 percent of 
all electricity generation in Il-

linois.
Estimates of the scale of 

the electric bill cost increase 
for a typical household vary. 
REPEAT pegs the increase at 
$280 per household per year 
by 2035 nationwide. Energy 
Innovation’s model suggests 
$170 annual increase by 2035 
and $180 in Illinois.

A spokesperson for the Citi-
zens Utility Board, a consum-
er advocacy group in Illinois, 
echoed the sentiment and said 
ending the tax credit programs 
“is a gut punch to consumers 
and our economy.”

Solar industry 
‘uncertainty’

Jon Carson, the managing 
partner at Trajectory Energy 
Partners, said the law is anoth-
er part of the “solar coaster”—
an industry euphemism about 
the ups and downs of solar tax 
credits. This part of the coaster, 
Carson said, will result in less 

investment.
“This change in law and 

the uncertainty from the pres-
ident’s executive order, it just 
means that less projects are 
going to get built in the short 
term,” Carson said.

Carson, a longtime cam-
paign and White House staffer 
under former President Barack 
Obama, founded Trajectory 
Energy Partners in 2017.

“We fundamentally believe 
that this is a real bump in the 
road for solar, it’s a bump in 
the road for individual projects, 
but that ultimately the United 
States needs more power, and 
it’s going to come from wind, 
solar and battery storage,” he 
said, referencing three technol-
ogies Trump is against.

Others in the industry have 
raised flags that the “bump in 
the road” may be more obtru-
sive for some companies.

See goalS, Page 13
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Sullivan’s Signature 
LEAN 
GROUND BEEF 
3 lbs or More

4.48 lb

USDA Choice Beef 
T-BONE
STEAKS

10.99 lb

Deli Fresh 
ROTISSERIE 

CHICKEN

5.99 ea

Frito-Lay 
LAY’S POTATO 
CHIPS or Rold Gold 

PRETZELS 
Select Varieties, 5-16 oz

BUY 2 GET 2 

FREE

Deli Made 
MACARONI 

& CHEESE 
Hot or Cold

2.99 lb

Jon Donaire 
ICE CREAM 

CAKES 
Select Varieites 

36 - 40 oz

12.99

Heinz 
KETCHUP 

Select Varieties 
29.5-38 oz

2/$7

Bakery Fresh 
SHORTCAKE 

SHELLS 
5 oz

1.99

BUSCH OR 
BUSCH LIGHT 

BEER
30 pk/12 oz cans

19.99

Smithfield 
SLICED 
BACON
Select Varieties 
12 oz

3.99

          Prices Effective: Wednesday, July 23 thru Tuesday, July 29, 2025

extremelyextremelyH     T SPECIALS!H     T SPECIALS!

Brew Pub 
LOTZZA MOTZZA 

PIZZA 
Select Varieties 

20 - 26.82 oz

2/$11

Coke 
PRODUCTS 

Select Varieties 
24 pk / 12 oz cans

9.99

www.sullivansfoods.net Sullivan’s Foods | 103 W North Ave, Stockton | 815.947.3318 
Sullivan’s Foods | 201 Dodds Dr, Lena | 815.369.2311

Sullivan’s Foods | 703 N Elida St, Winnebago | 815.335.1501
OPEN 6AM TO 9PM  7 DAYS A WEEK
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Kretschmar Brand
TAVERN 
HAM
Sliced to Order

6.99 lb
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DELIDELI

Deli Fresh
8 PIECE

FRIED 
CHICKEN

Two Each: Breast, 
Thighs, Legs & Wings 9.99

Kretschmar Brand
CHEDDAR 
CHEESE
Sliced to Order

6.99lb

BAKERYBAKERY

Bakery Fresh 
BRAT 
BUNS
6 ct

2.29

FRUIT FILLED 
MINI 
TURNOVERS
Assorted Varieties
4 ct

2.99

MINI 
ASSORTED 
FRUIT 
DANISH 

4.99

Bakery Fresh
JUMBO 
MUFFINS
Assorted Varieties 
4 ct

4.59

ANDES MINT 
DELIGHT 
CHOCOLATE 
LAYER CAKE  
8 inch

7.99

Cake of the Week

OLD 
FASHIONED 
BANANA 
PUDDING

2.99 lb

AVOCADO 
RANCH 
PASTA SALAD

5.99 lb
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MACARONI
& CHEESE
Hot or Cold
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2/$5

Best Choice 
ICE CREAM 
Select Varieties 

48 oz

5.99

Nestlé 
DRUMSTICKS 

OR BARS 
Select Varieties 

6-20 ct

IDAHO 
POTATOES 

10 lb bag

2.99 1.49 lb
TOMATOES 

ON THE VINE

99¢

BABY
CARROTS

1lb bag

2/$3

WHITE 
MUSHROOMS

Whole or Sliced
8 oz

474321

The investment tax credit 
that’s ending under the new 
law offers a credit of 30 per-
cent of project costs, with an 
optional 10 percent on top of 
that if a project meets certain 
labor standards. A similar tax 
credit exists for both residen-
tial and commercial projects.

Brian Haug, president of 
Oak Brook-based Continen-
tal Energy Solutions, said the 
credit is a “critical” part of 
Continental’s business model.

“The investment tax credit 
is a perfect tool that we use to 
make these projects financial-
ly interesting for larger com-
panies,” Haug said.

Continental works on mi-
crogrids, rooftop solar and 
battery storage projects for 
commercial and industrial 
customers and claims to be 
the largest solar installer in 
the state.

Solar installation compa-
nies, customers and individ-
uals still have time qualify 
for tax credits at the higher, 
Biden-era rates. Eligible proj-
ects must commence con-
struction within the next 12 

months or be placed in service 
by the end of 2027, almost a 
decade ahead of what was 
outlined in the IRA.

The rapid sunset has re-
sulted in a short-term boom 
in requests for solar projects, 
according to Windfree Solar 
CEO Eric Heineman, whose 
Chicago-based company in-
stalls solar for commercial 
and residential projects.

“We don’t know how it’s 
going to impact us in the long 
term. What we know in the 
short term is that we know we 
have buyers who have been 
dragging their feet, they’ve 
got proposals for years with 
us, and now they’re just com-
ing out of the woodwork,” 
Heineman said. “They’re 
signing up left and right.”

But even for projects start-
ed today, there’s not a guar-
antee they will receive any 
tax benefits from the federal 
government. Trump’s exec-
utive order signaled that his 
administration could revise 
guidance on what counts as 
the “beginning of construc-
tion.”

Illinois’ renewable haven 
Illinois has increasingly 

subsidized the solar industry 
in recent years, most notably 
through the 2021 Climate and 
Equitable Jobs Act, or CEJA. 
That state law significantly ex-
panded programs like Illinois 
Shines and Illinois Solar for 
All, which provide incentives 
to individuals and solar devel-
opers.

At a campaign stop while 
the Trump-backed spending 
plan was being considered in 
Congress earlier this month, 
Gov. JB Pritzker said Illinois’ 
policy wouldn’t be affected by 
the feds’ repeal of Inflation Re-
duction Act tax credits.

“We put that bill together 
before the IRA was passed at 
the federal level, and so we an-
ticipated that we needed to in-
centivize clean energy, and we 
did,” Pritzker said on July 2.

Industry experts credit the 
state’s policies generally, and 
CEJA specifically, for posi-
tioning the Illinois solar indus-
try well as Trump’s policies 
threaten solar broadly.

Heineman, who was former 

Gov. Pat Quinn’s director of 
sustainability, pointed to the 
state’s solar renewable energy 
credit, or SREC, programs as a 
driving factor.

“Our sales are our revenue. 
Sales are driven by SRECs. If 
we don’t have revenue, we go 
out of business,” Heineman 
said. “Illinois is more insulat-
ed than any other state in the 
country.”

Heineman estimated that a 
typical solar project takes three 
years to pay for itself with cur-
rent incentives. After the fed-
eral credit is repealed, it might 
take five years. Without state 
incentives, though, it could be 
as much as 10 years.

Battery credits
Some of the same lawmak-

ers who were involved in pass-
ing CEJA are now pushing for 
a follow-up bill to offer in-
centives to the battery storage 
industry. That bill, a version 
of which was considered in 
the spring legislative session, 
could also include regulations 
of data centers, which are a 
major contributing factor to 

decreasing grid reliability and 
increasing energy prices.

Some environmental groups 
are using the federal spending 
plan as leverage to further push 
state lawmakers into support-
ing the initiative.

Illinois Environmental 
Council senior policy manag-
er Cate Caldwell said the state 
has “long led” on environmen-
tal issues and that lawmakers 
should act in their shortened 
October legislative session.

“While this federal budget 
threatens to reverse that prog-
ress, Illinois can instead dou-
ble down on its climate com-
mitments and invest in real, 
bold climate solutions that 
modernize our grid, ensure 
energy-hungry data centers act 
as good neighbors, and deliver 
cost savings to hardworking 
families across the state,” she 
said in a statement.

Hiccups in Illinois’ 
climate record  

Despite the overall positive 
sentiments from the renewable 
energy industry and environ-
mental lobby, the state has 

failed to live up to the promises 
it made in the Climate and Eq-
uitable Jobs Act, according to a 
report from the state’s auditor 
general.

That audit report, released 
last week, found that the state’s 
Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity failed 
to properly implement require-
ments for at least four jobs or 
workforce programs outlined 
in CEJA, including ones aimed 
at finding jobs for people re-
turning from prison and to help 
communities disproportionate-
ly affected by climate change 
and pollution.

In the report, the Department 
acknowledged its errors and 
noted that it had hired someone 
to manage one of the programs 
in an interim capacity.

A DCEO spokesperson 
said the department has made 
“substantial progress on key 
initiatives” since the audit was 
conducted, including approv-
ing grant recipients in many 
of the programs listed in the 
report and launching commu-
nity-hubs for people seeking 
jobs in the renewable sector.

•	Goals		 (Continued from page 12)



Page 14        THE SCOOP TODAY / SHOPPER’S GUIDE        Wednesday, July 23, 2025

 help wanted

v v v v v v

To place an ad in our Business 
& Service Section...
Call (815) 369-4112

IT’S GARAGE SALE 
TIME AGAIN!

To place an ad in our
Help Wanted Section...

Call (815) 369-4112

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday
at 4 pm

 real estate

 real estate

 for sale

For details on placing an ad in our 

Classified Section
Call 815-369-4112

Find us online: rvpnews.com

Postal Customer  **ecrwss PR SRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
ROCK VALLEY

PUBLISHING LLC

VOL. 88 • NO. 2 YOUR FREE HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER WEDNESDAY, JAN. 5, 2022

the Scoop Today
Serving the communities in Jo Daviess County Regional Ag Sales

Reps Wanted

20%-30% Commission
Rates on Sales

Submit your application
to sales@alpineag.xyz

410535

410539

240 W. Main St., Suite A, Lena, IL 61048
815-369-4225

www.radersinsurance.com 
www.westpointmutual.com

ROCKFORDMUTUAL
      I N S U R A N C E  C O M P A N Y
                                            Putting Lives Back Together

Since 1896

ROCKFORDMUTUAL
      I N S U R A N C E  C O M P A N Y
                                            Putting Lives Back Together

Since 1896

PMS Version

CMYK Version

 SM

 SM

May You Have A 
Healthy & Prosperous 

New Year
Nick, Annie & Kris
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Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

By Beth Hundsdorfer
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

Local hospitals and health 
departments will get help 
from the Illinois Department 
of Public Health and the Illi-
nois Emergency Management 
Agency to meet the healthcare 
demand during a COVID-19 
surge, adding staffing to pro-
vide medical care and provide 

vaccines and testing.
The state will also help ramp 

up COVID-19 testing, now op-
erating six days a week to in-
crease availability. That started 
Monday.

“We are also increasing test-
ing and continuing to distribute 
monoclonal antibodies, anti-vi-
ral pills and any treatments or 
personal protective equipment 

communities need,” Gov. JB 
Pritzker said during a news 
conference. “I will continue to 
do everything possible to pro-
tect all the people of this state, 
whatever your vaccine status. 
But what kind of year 2022 
turns out to be depends on all 
of us doing what is best for all 
of us.”

 Pritzker was on a call with 

President Joe Biden and the 
National Governors Associa-
tion on Dec. 27 to discuss the 
response to the Omicron vari-
ant.

Illinois Department of Pub-
lic Health Director Dr. Ngozi 
Ezike confirmed that Illinois 
is seeing higher hospitalization 
rates. The state is now averag-
ing 500 hospital admissions a 

State to assist with mass vaccinations, testing 
operations, hospital staffing to battle COVID-19 surge

Illinois will send personnel and resources to county health departments
day due to COVID-19. While 
Illinois was still battling the 
Delta variant of COVID-19, 
the Omicron variant was intro-
duced a couple of weeks ago. 
The Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention said earlier 
last month that the Omicron 
variant is the dominant strain 
of COVID-19 in the U.S. with 
more than 73 percent of new 
cases attributable to the variant.

To protect from the 
COVID-19, harm reduction 
strategies will still need to be 
employed, Ezike said, like 
wearing masks, social distanc-
ing, hand-washing and staying 
away from large crowds.

“We have a vaccine that is 
highly effective at preventing 
severe illness and death,” Ezike 
said. “Currently, we are seeing 
a demand for booster doses, 
but it is critically important for 
those who have yet to receive 
even one dose of vaccine to get 

vaccinated.”
The vast majority of cases, 

hospitalizations and deaths are 
among the unvaccinated, Ezike 
said.

Those most at risk:
· Are more than 65 years old.
· Suffer from heart, liver or 

kidney disease.
· Are immunocompromised.
· Have diabetes.
Vaccine clinics will be held 

in Cook, DuPage, Lake, Will, 
Kane, St. Clair, McLean, San-
gamon, Peoria, Winnebago, 
Jackson and Adams counties. 
Anyone age 12 older can get 
a first or second dose at these 
locations.

Community-based testing 
sites will be open Monday 
through Saturday in Aurora, 
Arlington Heights, South Hol-
land, Fairview Heights, Peo-
ria, Bloomington, Champaign, 
Harwood Heights, Rockford 
and Waukegan.

Jo Daviess food pantry 
fundraiser a success

 Each year Shepherd of the 
Hills Lutheran Church holds 
a Steak Fry with all proceeds 
going to support the seven Jo 
Daviess County food pantries.  
The last two years, due to the 
Covid Pandemic, the church 
has hosted a virtual “Steak 
Fry” to continuing garnering 
support.  On Dec. 27, 2021, 

Larry Cording, Steak Fry 
Chairperson, and Pastor Jim 
Mehltretter met with county 
food pantry representatives.  
Thanks to the generosity of 
“Steak Fry” proceeds and 
congregational donations, 
checks totaling $2,800 were 
dispersed, with a $400 check 
going to each food pantry.
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ACCIDENTS HAPPEN!
Let us take the worry out of having your vehicle repaired.

By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 After winning their first 
game of the season, the Le-
na-Winslow boys’ varsity 
basketball squad went on 
a five-game losing streak.  
After a tough loss to a Bel-
leville, Wisconsin team, 
the Panthers struggled to 
recover.  They went on to 
lose their next four, three 
of which were losses by ten 
points or less.  

 With a record of 2-6, the 
Panthers prepared to play in 

the Erie Tournament to end 
their 2021.  Le-Win got the 
tournament off to a good 
start with a 51-46 win over 
Orion.  It was a good confi-
dence boost for the Panthers, 
as they picked up their third 
win of the season with a 
tough opponent ahead. 

 Later that day, the Pan-
thers faced off with a Beech-
er squad in a game that 
would require overtime de-
cide.  Heading into the extra 
period tied 44-44, Beecher 
outscored the Panthers 7-6, 

handing the Panthers their 
seventh loss of the season.  
They would not let the over-
time loss deter them, howev-
er.  The Panthers managed to 
bounce back with back-to-
back wins in their next two 
games.  

 On Wednesday, Decem-
ber 29, the Panthers faced 
off with Mercer County in 
their third game of the tour-
nament.  The first quarter 
had plenty of scoring as both 
teams combined for twen-
ty-five points.  Le-Win held 

the advantage, however, go-
ing into the second quarter 
up 15-10. 

 Luke Benson caught fire 
in the second quarter.  The 
senior guard hit a trio of 
three-pointers and totaled 
thirteen points in the second 
quarter, helping to extend 
the Panthers’ lead.  In fact, 
Luke scored every single 
second quarter point for the 
Panthers, leading them to a 
28-22 lead heading into half-
time. 

 It was Brody Mahon who 
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Christmas donations
 Members of the Stockton American Legion delivered Christmas gifts to Veterans 
at Alure of Stockton nursing home.  Here Santa (Commander Heuerman) gives Army 
Veteran Gene Kamholz sweatpants and a shirt.  The Ladies of the Lutheran Church 
also donated warm and fuzzy blankets to each Veteran. 

Panthers earn back to back wins
took over in the third quarter.  
Mahon posted twelve third 
quarter points, including a 
pair of his own three-point-
ers.  Luke added another 
five points of his own as the 
duo helped the Panthers take 
a 47-31 lead into the final 
quarter.  With a sixteen-point 
cushion, Le-Win managed to 
coast their way to a 56-37 
victory over Mercer County.  
Mahon led the team in scor-
ing with twenty-three points, 
while Luke was right be-
hind him with twenty of his 
own.  Both of them hit four 
three-pointers on the game 
as the Panthers hit on nine 
total threes in the game.  The 
offensive breakout was nice 
to see as Le-Win looks to 
climb back to five hundred 
on the season. 

 The next day, the Panthers 
were set to face off with a 
5-6 Stark County team.  At 
4-7 themselves, the Pan-
thers were slight underdogs.  
However, it appeared to be 
an even matchup from the 
start.  

 It was the three-point 
shot that sparked momentum 
for the Panthers in the first 
quarter.  Both Mahon and 
Ayden Packard hit a three as 
Le-Win looked to keep up 
with Stark Co.  The Panthers 
found themselves trailing 
12-10 at the end of the first. 

 Some good defense in the 
second quarter, to go along 
with six points from Luke, 
the Panthers managed to flip 
the cards before halftime 
as they led Stark Co. 23-18 
heading into the break. 

 Le-Win put on a dis-

play of chemistry in the 
third quarter.  As a team, 
they combined for fourteen 
points.  No individual scored 
more than four points in the 
quarter, however, as five 
Panthers helped contribute 
those fourteen points.  While 
holding Stark to just five 
points in the third, Le-Win 
managed to take another big 
37-23 lead into the fourth. 

 With the fourteen point 
advantage, the Panthers 
managed to coast their way 
to a 40-29 victory for their 
fifth win of the season.  De-
spite being just 1-5 at one 
point, the Panthers are now 
4-2 over their last six games.  
Lena-Winslow Head Coach, 
Kyle Benson, never gave up 
hope on his squad as he re-
mained focused on the task 
at hand.  Quite simply, Kyle 
credits the recent success to 
“just playing better.”  

 The Panthers have gone 
back to the basics and that 
has paid off for them.  Kyle 
explained, we are turning the 
ball over less, taking better 
shots, and playing sound de-
fense.”  While he is satisfied 
with their improvement in 
recent weeks, Kyle remains 
focused on improving each, 
and every, day.  “We still 
have some areas to shore 
up.”  Kyle said, adding “Our 
kids are trusting this process 
and we are hoping our best 
basketball is still ahead of 
us.”  

 The Panthers will be back 
in action on Saturday, Jan-
uary 8, when they travel to 
Orangeville for their first 
game of 2022.  

422795
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ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing is looking for a Part-

Time Advertising Sales Executive. 
Approximately 20 hours per week.

We publish newspapers, shoppers, and 
niche publications throughout the stateline. 
You have the opportunity to sell into all Rock 
Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making 
your paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:

Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising
Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com

Fax: (262) 725-6844

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Automobiles
2014 FORD FUSION SE Well 
main. 108K mi.,$3500. Call or 
text 608-295-1545

Boats
19’ HURRICANE DECK BOAT 
85 HP Yamaha, galvanized trail-
er, needs a little cleaning up, runs 
great, $5,000 firm. 262-878-4338

1989 SEA RAY 160 OB 100 HP 
merc., trailer. $500  Delavan 630-
415-5312.

1997 SEA RAY 175 BOW RID-
ER FISH SKI. I/O Merc., with 19’ 
trailer, $6500 OBO. Good cond. 
Richmond, IL 630-212-4945.

1997 SEA RAY 175 BOW RID-
ER w/Trailer. Well-maintained 
Sea Ray; MerCruiser 3.0L Inc. 
mooring snap-on cover. Seats up 
to 8 (1075 lb capacity). $2,900 
OBO. 913-585-4390 for more 
info.

2003 WEERES PONTOON 20 
ft. Suntanner. Includes lift. 70 hp 
Johnson. Good condition. Asking 
$7500. (262) 492-6840

Sports/Classic 
Cars

1977 OLDSMOBILE CUTLAS 
BROUGHAM Mint condition. 
100K miles, $12,000. OBO. Call 
262-379-4161.

1990 CHEVY CORVETTE 82 k, 
Must see to appreciate, red w/
black int. $10,800. 773-213-4834.

FIND BARGAINS IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE all real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the fair housing act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, re-
ligion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. familial sta-
tus includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of children 
under 18. this newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation of the law. our readers are hereby in-
formed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. to complain of discrimination call hud toll-
free at 1-900-669-9777. the toll-free tele phone number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-927-9275. equal housing opportunity

Burial Needs
7 CEMETERY PLOTS Willing to 
sell as a group or individually. Lo-
cated at Roselawn Memory Gar-
dens 3045 WI-67, Lake Geneva, 
WI 53147. This is a private sale. 
Contact Randy, the seller at 
randy@slpublishers.com.

Misc. For Sale
JO HARRIS CUSTOM JD 7000, 
3 pt 2 28” row planter, herbicide/
fert boxes, corn & soybean flipper 
boxes, $2750. Tama 1985 Black 
5 piece (Ludwig snare) drum set, 
Zildijans, stool, $500. 815-566-
0433, no texts.

NEED A PLACE TO DUMP OLD 
MASONRY OR CONCRETE?

Contact Bill Dietz - Lena
815-369-4334

bddietz@outlook.com

473893

Landscape 
Materials
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE 15TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

JO DAVIESS COUNTY - 
GALENA, ILLINOIS

ROCKET MORTGAGE, LLC 
F/K/A QUICKEN LOANS, LLC 
F/K/A QUICKEN LOANS INC.
    Plaintiff,
  -v.-
ANTHONY F. SIERGIEJ et al
    Defendant

2024 FC 64
NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure and Sale 
entered in the above cause on 
May 8, 2025, an agent for The 
Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 
1:30 PM on August 12, 2025, at 
the office of Vincent Roth Toepfer 
& Leinen PC, 11406 U.S. Route 
20 W, Galena, IL, 61036, sell at 
public in-person sale to the high-
est bidder, as set forth below, the 
following described real estate:

Commonly known as 9643, 
9715, 9823 E PARKER RD, 
STOCKTON, IL 61085

Property Index No. 17-000-360-
00

The real estate is improved with 
a residence.

Sale terms: 25% down of the 
highest bid by certified funds at 
the close of the sale payable to 
The Judicial Sales Corporation. 
No third party checks will be ac-
cepted. The balance, in certified 
funds/or wire transfer, is due 
within twenty-four (24) hours. 
The subject property is subject to 
general real estate taxes, special 
assessments, or special taxes 
levied against said real estate and 
is offered for sale without any rep-
resentation as to quality or quan-
tity of title and without recourse to 
Plaintiff and in ‘’AS IS’’ condition. 
The sale is further subject to con-
firmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the 
amount bid, the purchaser will re-
ceive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to 
the real estate after confirmation 
of the sale.

Where a sale of real estate is 
made to satisfy a lien prior to that 
of the United States, the United 
States shall have one year from 
the date of sale within which to 
redeem, except that with respect 
to a lien arising under the internal 
revenue laws the period shall be 
120 days or the period allowable 
for redemption under State law, 
whichever is longer, and in any 
case in which, under the provi-
sions of section 505 of the Hous-
ing Act of 1950, as amended (12 
U.S.C. 1701k), and subsection (d) 
of section 3720 of title 38 of the 
United States Code, the right to 
redeem does not arise, there shall 

be no right of redemption.
The property will NOT be open 

for inspection and plaintiff makes 
no representation as to the con-
dition of the property. Prospective 
bidders are admonished to check 
the court file to verify all informa-
tion.

If this property is a condominium 
unit, the purchaser of the unit at 
the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assess-
ments and the legal fees required 
by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)
(4). If this property is a condomini-
um unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale 
other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The 
Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAG-
OR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identifi-
cation issued by a government 
agency (driver’s license, pass-
port, etc.) in order to gain entry 
into our building and the foreclo-
sure sale room in Cook County 
and the same identification for 
sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration conducts foreclosure sales.

For information, examine the 
court file, CODILIS & ASSOCI-
ATES, P.C. Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE 
ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR 
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES 
CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th 
Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-4650 
(312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial 
Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.
com for a 7 day status report of 
pending sales.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE 
ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 14-24-06131
Attorney ARDC No. 00468002
Case Number: 2024 FC 64
TJSC#: 45-1250
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt 
Collection Practices Act, you are 
advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector at-
tempting to collect a debt and any 
information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2024 FC 64

I3269595
(Published in The Scoop Today

July 16, 23 & 30, 2025)
474315

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE 15TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

COUNTY OF Stephenson - 
Freeport, ILLINOIS

DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL 
TRUST COMPANY, AS 
TRUSTEE, IN TRUST FOR 
REGISTERED HOLDERS OF 
LONG BEACH MORTGAGE 
LOAN TRUST 2005-
WL3, ASSET-BACKED 
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 
2005-WL3
    Plaintiff
  vs.
JANET D. BODDIE; UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS
    Defendant

24 FC 18
CALENDAR

NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby giv-

en that pursuant to a Judgment of 
Foreclosure entered in the above 
entitled cause Intercounty Judicial 
Sales Corporation will on August 
27, 2025, at the hour 1:30 p.m., 
Security First Title Company, 205 
West Stephenson Street, Free-
port, IL 61032, sell to the highest 
bidder for cash, the following de-
scribed mortgaged real estate:

P.I.N. 18-19-06-128-020.
Commonly known as 1442 

S. BLACKHAWK AVE., FREE-
PORT, IL 61032.

The real estate is: single fami-
ly residence. If the subject mort-
gaged real estate is a unit of a 
common interest community, the 
purchaser of the unit other than a 
mortgagee shall pay the assess-
ments required by subsection (g-
1) of Section 18.5 of the Condo-
minium Property Act. Sale terms: 
At sale, the bidder must have 10% 
down by certified funds, balance 
within 24 hours, by certified funds. 
No refunds. The property will NOT 
be open for inspection. Prospec-
tive bidders are admonished to 
check the court file to verify all 
information.

For information call Sales De-
partment at Plaintiff’s Attorney, 
Robertson, Anschutz, Schneid, 
Crane & Partners, PLLC, 13010 
Morris Road, Suite 450, Alpharet-
ta, Georgia 30004. (708) 668-
4410 ext. 52109. 24-186885

INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL 
SALES CORPORATION

intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3269917

(Published in The Shopper’s 
Guide 

July 23, 30 & Aug. 6, 2025)
474478

REAL ESTATE NOTICES

who have sent a donation to 
help underwrite the Scoop 

Today/Shopper’s Guide. For 
those of you who haven’t 

done so in the past year, but 
enjoy this newspaper and 

would like to help us pay for 
its operation, please send a 
donation in any amount to:

c/oRock Valley Publishing, 1102 Ann St., Delavan, WI 53115
If you thInk youR nEWSPAPER IS WoRth

50¢ an issue, it would be $26.00; 75¢ an issue - $39.00 
or $1 an issue - $52.00

You won’t get a Scoop/Shopper’s Guide tote bag, an Apple gift card, or a 
discount on an extended car warranty. But you will get the satisfaction of 

knowing that you have helped support your favorite newspaper.

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

Phone______________________________

__ Please keep my
     paper coming: 453719

the Scoop Today Shopper’s Guide
READERS

Teeth bring the past to life
The study of human 

remains is known as 
human bioarcheology. 
Teeth are an integral tool for 
bioarcheologists as they are the 
hardest and most chemically 
stable tissues in the human 
body. The structure of enamel 
provides a strong barrier 
against external degradation 
and contamination, protecting 
the DNA within the pulp 
and dentin. All four of the 
tissues that your teeth are 
composed of (enamel, dentine, 
cementum, and pulp) provide 
a rich source of biological and 
evolutionary information to 
bioarcheologists.

 Dental biogeochemistry (the 
study of chemical elements 
and their isotopes found in 
teeth) gives further insight 
into a past individual’s life 
history, including their diet, 
health, stress, and environment 
(place or places where they 
lived), changes in climate, their 
mother’s diet during pregnancy 
and nursing practices during 

infancy. 
Teeth, like bones and trees, 

grow in layers and each layer 
records information about the 
individual’s biological status 
at the time of its formation. 
Children’s primary teeth start 
forming around the sixth week 
of pregnancy and the dental 
enamel starts developing at 
the beginning of the second 
trimester of pregnancy. At 
birth, all of the primary/
baby teeth are present, but 
hidden beneath the gums 
and the permanent teeth are 
already developing in the jaw 
behind them. However, the 
enamel on those teeth is not 
fully formed at birth. Since 
enamel formation is a gradual 

process that varies by the 
type of tooth, the enamel on 
the primary teeth is not fully 
developed until late infancy 
for primary teeth, around age 
eight for the permanent teeth, 
and between the ages of 14-16 
for wisdom teeth. Defects in 
enamel thickness, known as 
enamel hypoplasia, result from 
disturbances during enamel 
formation. The location 
of these defects can help 
pinpoint the age at which these 
stressors occurred. Taking all 
this information into account 
allows bioarcheologists to 
create longitudinal records 
of an individual’s history, 
including their mother’s diet 
during pregnancy, nursing 
practices during infancy, 
physiological growth, oral 
and overall health, diet, 
environment (place or 
places where they lived), 
changes in climate, and stress 
(environmental, occupational, 
poor nutrition, disease).

In addition to providing 

information about an 
individual’s life, teeth assist 
bioarcheologists to understand 
evolutionary changes in human 
population dynamics, genetic 
ancestry, tooth morphology, 
growth, and function, shifts in 
the oral microbiome, and the 

increased incidence of oral 
disease that occurred as our 
ancestors journeyed to new 
locations, interbred, adapted to 
new environmental conditions 
and changed/adapted to their 
new diets. 

The biological and 

evolutionary information that 
bioarcheologists have gathered 
from teeth gives clear insight 
into the devastating impact 
on oral and overall health that 
accompanied the rise of sugar 
consumption throughout the 
world.

IN*CI*DENTAL*LY

By
Dr. Stephen 
petraS 
Illinois Licensed 
General Dentist
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If you live in Lena, you can receive the Shopper’s Guide every week by email or 
mail for FREE!

Free delivery is available in Lena by mail or email when requested. As an 
alternative to mail, a free Digital eSubscription will be available by request. A link 
to your eSubscription will be emailed to you every 
week.

Now is your chance to get your hometown news 
before the newspaper is hot off the press! The 
Shopper’s Guide eSubscription can be read on 
a computer, laptop or tablet. To continue free 
delivery by email or mail and avoid missing 
any issues, return your form 
today!

There will be no 
telemarketing calls, no strings 
attached, just convenient, free 
delivery compliments of our advertisers.

458572

Receive your FREE copy of 
the Shopper’s Guide every 

week by email or mail!

____ Yes. I want an eSubscription! I would like to receive 
the Shopper’s Guide by email, for 3 years at no charge. My 
weekly link lets me get the newspaper before mail home 
delivery.
____ Yes. I would like to receive FREE home delivery of The 
Shopper’s Guide by mail to my Lena address, for 3 years at 
no charge.

Please call for mail subscription rates outside of Lena.

Name_________________________________________________ Date:_________________
Address: _______________________________________ Phone:______________________
Email:_____________________________ Signature:________________________________

Mail to: The Shopper’s Guide, c/o Rock Valley Publishing, 1102 Ann St., 
Delavan, WI 53115 OR send by email to: scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com

For subscription rates outside of Lena, IL please call 815-369-4112
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24-HOUR SERVICE ON ALL BRANDS

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

www.superiorhvacservices.com

New installation • Remodeling
Routine maintenance • Repairs

409646

Shopper’s Guide
Serving the communities in Stephenson County

Postal Customer  **ecrwss 
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PAID
ROCK VALLEY
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441564

ACCIDENTS HAPPEN!
Let us take the worry out of having your vehicle repaired.

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

 Alaina Dinderman (Snappy Snazzers) wins the Dairy Showman of Showman class. 
Youth in Stephenson County exhibited 4-H projects this past month at various shows 
held out at the Stephenson County Fairgrounds and at the Stephenson County Farm 
Bureau. For more photos, see inside.

Panthers building 
back in hopes 
of another 
postseason run
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 Excluding the 2020 Covid 
year, the Lena-Winslow Pan-
thers have won three consec-
utive Illinois Class 1A State 
Football Titles.  Although the 
Panthers lost a majority of last 
year’s squad, many believe Le-
Win has what it takes to make 
another deep postseason run. 

 “We lost 10 starters on de-
fense and eight starters on of-
fense,” Lena-Winslow head 
coach Ric Arand shared just 
before practice for the 2023 
season started.  Arand is enter-
ing his 27th season as the Pan-
thers’ head coach.  The expe-
rienced instructor will have to 
find a way to take a roster filled 
mostly with new faces and help 
them reach their full potential 
once again.  

 If anyone is capable of do-
ing that, it’s Arand.  Through 
26 years, Arand holds a career 
record of 234-66.  More than 
Arand, the Panther-Strong pro-
gram has set the standard for 
winning across Illinois High 
School Football.  Not only 
have they captured three con-
secutive titles, but six in total.  
The Panthers have stamped 
their name in the Illinois histo-
ry books and this 2023 squad is 
hoping to do much of the same. 

 Despite losing so many to 
graduation, the Panthers still 
return some familiar names 

this season.  Gage Dunker 
gets plenty of action as he re-
turns as an outside lineback-
er on defense and the team’s 
fullback on offense.  Dunker, 
the younger brother of Gen-
nings Dunker, who is now on 
the Iowa Hawkeyes, looks to 
lead the way for the Panthers.  
Dunker will have some famil-
iar faces blocking ahead of him 
as the Panthers return two start-
ing offensive linemen.  Odin 
Stabenow and Tanner Kempel 
will look to hold things down 
on the edge as the Panthers’ of-
fensive tackles.  

 Outside of that, howev-
er, Le-Win is going to have a 
plethora of new faces on the 
field in 2023.  “We need a lot 
of guys to step up and ma-
ture quickly to be successful,” 
Arand shared. 

 The Panthers will have 
to replace a number of guys 
along the line of scrimmage.  
Luke Kempel, Luke Staben-
ow, Brady Aurand, and Alex 
Packard will all be playing 
on the offensive and defen-
sive line.  Mason Spidahl and 
Quinn Rodebaugh will both 
get opportunities at tight end 
and defensive end as well.  Ca-
sey Klever also lines up at tight 
end on offense, but he’s off the 
line on the defensive side as an 
outside linebacker.  

SUBmITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Stephenson County 4-H Fair winner See PantherS, Page 6

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

New installation
Repairs • Remodeling
Routine maintenance

464883

453478

COMMERCIAL
Small Business, Contractors, Landscapers, 

Lawn Mowing, Carpenters, Builders, 
Drywallers, Electricians and Plumbers

240 W. Main St., Suite A, Lena, IL • 815-369-4225 • www.radersinsurance.com

Stockton Dental Center
120 West Front Avenue,

Stockton, IL 61085

815-947-3700
Licensed Illinois General Dentist

474635

Dr. Stephen Petras

Don’t Forget!

School exams are required

for students entering

kindergarten, 2nd, 6th

and 9th grades

$25.00 school exams

and x-rays

Friday, August 1

9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

By appointment only

Limited appointments remaining

 Rural Wisconsin Health 
Cooperative (RWHC) has 
recognized Michele Schiess, 
Director of Acute Care & 
Emergency Services at SSM 
Health Monroe Hospital, with 
the Rural Health Ambassador 
Award. 

 This award honors indi-
viduals who go above and 
beyond in promoting rural 

healthcare and fostering com-
munity relationships.

Michele was presented with 
the award by Jeremy Levin, 
RWHC Director of Advocacy, 
during a leadership meeting 
on July 10. She was nominat-
ed by the hospital’s Adminis-
trative Council in collabora-
tion with Rebecca Bordner, 
Marketing & Communica-

tions Consultant.
 “In all aspects of her work, 

Michele demonstrates a pas-
sion for rural healthcare and 
her teams,” the nomination 
stated. “Her commitment to 
enhancing healthcare in our 
communities goes well be-
yond the expectations of her 
role. Michele and her teams 
are continuously reviewing 

safety standards and enhanc-
ing best practices to provide 
the highest quality of patient 
care.”

 Among her many accom-
plishments, Michele recent-
ly led the implementation of 
a Post-Birth Alert program 
across all SSM Health hospi-
tals in Wisconsin. This initia-
tive rollout included standard-
ized workflows and training 
for both internal staff and 
EMS partners. The program 
has been well received and 
was featured at the Wisconsin 
Hospital Association’s Advo-
cacy Day to showcase a pro-
active approach to maternal 
medicine advocacy. Michele 
has also shared program in-
formation with RWHC mem-
ber hospitals, media outlets, 
and healthcare systems across 
the country.

 Beyond her professional 
accomplishments, Michele 
exemplifies what it means to 
be a compassionate leader. 
She is a constant presence at 
the hospital, day and night, 
supporting her teams, cele-
brating successes, and orga-
nizing employee appreciation 
events. Her ability to stay 
connected with staff and fos-

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

 Michele Schiess after receiving her Rural Health Am-
bassador Award.

SSM Health Monroe Hospital’s Michele Schiess 
honored  with Rural Health Ambassador Award

ter a positive work culture is 
testament to her dedication. 

Michele’s commitment to 
service extends into her per-
sonal life as well. She volun-
teers as an EMT in her home 
community of Pearl City, 
Illinois and plays an active 
role in supporting local EMS 
teams. 

 “Michele exemplifies what 
it means to be a leader in ru-
ral healthcare,” said Rebecca 
Bordner, Marketing & Com-
munications Consultant at 
SSM Health Monroe Hospi-
tal.  “Her dedication, innova-
tion, and compassion are truly 
inspiring.”
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