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professional collision repair
Let us take the worry out of having your car repaired.

301 Dodds Drive
Lena, IL 61048

815-369-4148
M-Th 7:30 - 5:00
Friday 7:30 - 4:00
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2025 Flag Retirement Ceremony
 The annual Stephenson County Legion Flag Retirement Ceremony, hosted 
by Orangeville American Legion Post #720, was held on June 9 in Orangeville, 
IL. The public was invited to watch as more than 1500 unserviceable U.S. flags 
were properly and respectfully retired and destroyed. American Legion Post 
members from Lena, McConnell, Warren, and Pearl City also participated.  Pic-
tured is Orangeville American Legion Post #720 Commander Dennis Fryer as 
he respectfully destroys some of the flags by burning. 
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BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!
10% MORE for 

jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mint Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Coins 
Flatware • Diamonds • Sterling

45
05

04

M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Dr. Stephen Petras
Stockton Dental Center

120 West Front Ave, Stockton, IL 61085
www.stocktondental.com

815-947-3700
A licensed Illinois General Dentist

Get the
smile you’ve

always
wanted

473406

New Patients Welcome

FENCING FENCING
Steel Roofing & Siding 

38” Width, 36” Cover, New & Seconds!
New Barn Boards / Rough Sawn 

Full 1” thick 1”X12” White Pine 
Also 1”x8”, 1”x12” Ship Lap Rough Face

* #1 Southern Yellow Pine Lumber *  
2x8 T/G Yellow Pine*Good For Horse Stalls & Floors

Red Cedar Dog Eared Pickets 

1”x6” - 6ft long 
$3.89each

Anich Lumber Co.
414 3rd Street • Palmyra

www.palsteel.com262-495-4453

Wood Fence Panels • Pre-Assembled • Treated Panels 

Dog Ear Tops 6x8  
$48each

Rough Sawn White Oak Lumber 
8x8, 2x8, 2x10, 2x12 - 18ft. lengths

Rough Sawn Fence Boards 1”x6” -16’ 
Pine • Treated Pine • Treated Poplar • White Oak

* ROUND FENCE POSTS * 
Cedar • Pressure Treated • All Sizes in Stock! 

* Landscape Timber • 5x6 - 6x6 - 6x8 * 
 3/4” thick

472433

Obituaries
Gary Frank

 Gary Elmer Frank, age 
87, passed away Monday, 
June 30, 2025, at Lena Liv-
ing Center surrounded by his 
family. He was born on May 
28, 1938, in Iowa City to the 
late Albert and Hilda (Beck-
er) Frank. Gary married Mary 
Lou Eversoll on Dec. 27, 
1958. Mary Lou passed away 
Feb. 4, 2005.

 Gary farmed his whole 
life and hauled livestock. He 
enjoyed his work, especially 
running skid loaders. Gary 
was always willing to lend a 
helping hand to his neighbors 
in the Willow Valley area. He 
could fix anything and every-
thing. 

 He is survived by his 

daugh te r s , 
Becky (Jeff) 
Thomas of 
Pearl City 
and Sue 
(Rick) Reed 
of Pearl 
City; his son, 
Greg (Laura 
Eaton) Frank 

of Pearl City; his grandchil-
dren, Ben (Kim) Thomas, 
Sarah Thomas, Tyler (Jaclyn) 
Thomas, Kaitlin (Zach) Ker-
sten, Alexandra Frank, Dustan 
(Cassi) Reed and Aaron (Tay-
lor) Reed; his great grand-
children, Brooklyn, Casen, 
Palmer, Sophia, Maddie Jo, 
Deacon, Callee, Daxton, Dez-
mond and Zeke; his sisters, 
Phyllis Wienen, Ruth Bush 

and Elsie Frank; his broth-
ers, Marvin Frank and Kenny 
Frank; and his dog, Brown-
ie. He was preceded in death 
by his parents; his wife; his 
brother, Lloyd Frank; and his 
sisters, Arlene Frank and Bet-
ty Guner. The family would 
like to thank the staff at Lena 
Living Center and Unity Hos-
pice for their wonderful care. 

 A memorial service will 
be held on Saturday, July 
12, 2025, at 1:30 p.m. at 
Pearl City United Methodist 
Church with a visitation be-
ginning at 11:30 a.m. Burial 
will take place at Clay Cem-
etery. A memorial fund has 
been established. Condolenc-
es may be shared at www.her-
mannfuneralhome.com.

ronald James 
mcdonald

 Ronald James McDonald, 
age 92 of Gratiot, WI passed 
away peacefully on Wednes-
day, May 28, 2025, at Vista 
West Care Facility in Mad-
ison, WI.  He was born on 
Nov. 26, 1932, to John and 
Hazel McDonald of Gratiot. 
He married Sonja Jean Gille 
on Dec. 9, 1957, at St. Jo-
seph’s Catholic Church in 
Gratiot.  Ron first met Son-
ja while she was working at 
the movie theater concession 
stand in Darlington.   

 Ron grew up on the fam-
ily farm in Gratiot where he 
helped his dad milk cows and 
drive the horse while plant-
ing and harvesting crops.  His 
love of animals came from 
his years on the farm.  “Ron-
nie” as his sisters called him, 
was the oldest of 5 children.  
He and his 4 sisters enjoyed 
playing Rummy, Checkers, 
and walking to their Brannan 
country school together.   

 In his earlier years, Ron 
had a milk route for Carna-
tion Milk Company where 
he picked up milk from local 
farmers and hauled it to the 
milk plant in Gratiot. He then 

worked at 
John Deere 
in Dubuque, 
IA for 30 
years. In re-
tirement, he 
worked at 
Swiss Colo-
ny in Mon-
roe, WI for 

several more years.   
Ron’s most enjoyable hob-

by was playing cards with 
friends and family.  He loved 
to play Euchre and Poker 
the most.  Ron was a “card 
shark” who remained at the 
“top of his game” up until his 
passing.   

 Ron is survived by his 
wife Sonja McDonald; three 
daughters Susan (Jim) Ben-
dik-Wolf, Cyndee Stiefel, 
and Sherry (Steve) Maina; 
three grandchildren Mi-
chelle (Drew) Glowac-
ki, Collin Krmpotich, and 
Brady Krmpotich; and three 
great-grandchildren Clayton, 
Ellie, and Chase Glowacki.  
Ron is also survived by his 
sister Mary Javor; his broth-
er-in-law George Ring; and 
many nieces and nephews.        

 Ron was preceded in death 
by his parents John and Hazel 

McDonald; sisters Shirley, 
Lucille, and Patty; brothers-
in-law Jerry Bourquin, Ron-
nie Javor, and David Grif-
fiths; nephews Michael Javor, 
Jon Bourquin, and Todd Grif-
fiths; and great nephew Blake 
Ronald Griffiths.   

 Services for Ron were 
held at Holy Rosary Catholic 
Church in Darlington, WI on 
Friday, June 27 with a visita-
tion beginning at 10:30 a.m., 
funeral service at 11:30 a.m., 
and a luncheon immediate-
ly following at the church.  
Burial took place at Union 
Grove Cemetery after the 
luncheon.   

 Our family would like to 
give a special thank you to 
Vista West and Agrace Hos-
pice for their care of Ron.  In 
lieu of flowers, please donate 
to Agrace Hospice at the 
Agrace Foundation, 5395 E. 
Cheryl Parkway, Madison, 
WI 53711. 

 Ron will be remembered 
for his warm smile, kindness, 
and the way he connect-
ed with everyone through 
friendly conversation. He 
will be deeply missed by all 
those who knew and loved 
him!

submitted  PHOtO Rock Valley Publishing

 Several people testified during a Senate Special Committee on Aging hearing titled 
“The Aging Farm Workforce: America’s Vanishing Family Farms,” which highlighted 
farm succession challenges. 

Farming has an ‘acute 
succession challenge’
By Tammie Sloup
FarmWeek

The 1980s farm crisis 
didn’t just impact balance 
sheets, it changed people’s 
interest in being involved in 
agriculture.

“The farm prices didn’t just 
hurt those in production, the 
ripple effect was across the 
industry,” said Aaron Locker, 
who has spent his career help-
ing agricultural businesses 
find talent and leadership.

Locker, who serves as 
managing director at Del-
aware-based Kincannon & 
Reed, an executive search 
firm focused on the food and 
agriculture industry, testi-
fied during a Senate Special 
Committee on Aging hear-
ing Wednesday, June 4. He 
joined several others includ-
ing American Farm Bureau 
Federation President Zippy 
Duvall in the hearing titled 
“The Aging Farm Workforce: 
America’s Vanishing Family 
Farms.”

From his perspective, 

Locker said the agriculture 
industry has an “acute succes-
sion challenge.”

Between 1980 and 1990 
while college enrollment 
went up 7 percent nationwide, 
enrollment in land grant uni-
versity colleges of agriculture 
dropped by nearly 37 percent, 
he said.

“That gap is being realized 
today in board rooms, field 
offices and agronomy teams. 
Meanwhile, the complexity of 
agriculture is growing—pre-
cision and decision ag tech-
nologies, automation, AI on 
the farm and sustainability 
initiatives. They’re moving 
fast, but fewer than one-third 
of ag companies that we work 
with have formal succession 
plans. That’s not just a statis-
tic; that’s a systemic risk.”

Job growth in agriculture is 
steady, around 3 percent, but 
tech and finance are growing 
three times faster, he said.

“So, we’re not just compet-
ing for talent. We are compet-
ing for leadership, and that 

matters, because ... food se-
curity is national security,” he 
said. “Attracting and retain-
ing the next generation also 
depends on profitability and 
predictability. When farmers 
and agribusinesses face con-
stant regulatory uncertainty 
or rising compliance costs, it 
discourages investment and 
makes leadership succession 
harder. To keep agriculture 
strong, we must reduce un-
necessary regulatory burdens 
and ensure producers and 
those across the industry see 
a future worth building to-
ward.”

Locker pointed to Congress 
as having a vital role in se-
curing the industry’s future, 
adding investment in people 
is key.

“The food and agriculture 
industries are evolving fast, 
but our leadership pipeline 
is not keeping up,” he said. 
“This is not just a workforce 
issue, it’s a threat to our most 
essential system—our food 
supply.”

Discussion at the hearing 
also highlighted the aging of 
American farmers, with one-
third over the age of 65. Since 
2007, the U.S. has lost more 
than 200,000 farms, equating 
to 40 million acres. Increased 
costs, regulatory burdens and 
natural disasters are deterring 
new farmers. Those testifying 
reiterated the need for a five-
year farm bill and support for 
young and beginning farmers.

“Farmers will plant the 
most expensive crop ever 
planted this year, and many 
have faced a tough decision of 
whether or not to even plant 
that crop,” Duvall said, add-
ing farm debt is expected to 
increase in 2025 to more than 
$560 billion.

He also cautioned a farm-
er mental health crisis could 
be on the horizon as farmers 
become overleveraged with 
credit.

See farming, Page 16
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OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, July 13 • 1 - 3 p.m.

304 Lumar Dr., Pearl City • $225,000

R E A L T Y

R E A L T Y

Lena • 815-369-5599
www.patbrownrealty.com

Adam Werhane
Designated Managing 

Broker/Owner
815-297-4403

Bill 
Scheider
Broker

815-703-6458

RANCH HOME LOCATED in Pearl City School district featuring 2 
bedrooms, 2 baths, spacious kitchen and dining area with sliding doors 
leading to the wood deck overlooking the backyard, living room, large 
family room with electric fireplace, main floor laundry. Lower-level features 
a bonus room, full bath, and plenty of room for storage. Oversized 1 stall 
garage. Updates: Flooring, Interior Doors, and Paint-2024. New Furnace 
and AC-2023. Solar Panels are leased.

Check Out Our Large 
Selection of Summer Sandals!

1013 16th Avenue
Monroe, WI

608-325-4464
Hours:  M-T 10-5; F 10-6, Sat  10-4

Stop In During The Green County Fair

399371

Around the 
Northern Hills

 Make sure to come out to 
the Elizabeth Community 
Fair the weekend of July18 
through July 20.  The Young 
Leaders will be at the Fair 
on Saturday holding the 
Kiddie Tractor Pull at 1 p.m.

Peach orders
 Peach orders are due by 

Wednesday, July 23 with 
payment and order form.   
Checks should be made 
payable to the Jo Daviess 
County Farm Bureau.  Price 
is $43/box for members and 
$48/box for non-farm bureau 
members.   Pick-up will be 
in the farm bureau basement 
with an anticipated delivery 
August 6, depending on 
weather.  Peaches must 
be picked up the day of 
delivery to ensure freshness.  
Order forms are available at 
our office or on our website.

Cover Crop Field Day
 We will again be holding 

a field day at Greg Thoren’s 
farm on Friday, Aug. 1 at 
11:30 a.m.  It will be held at 

the first field entrance south 
of 4629 IL Route 78 on the 
east side of 78 (south of 
Stockton).

 Come see the updates 
on the multi-year cover 
crop project. Speakers will 
include Greg Thoren, owner 
and host; Bena Pegg, Illinois 
Farm Bureau; Bob Melcher, 
retired veterinarian; Bob 
Recker, Cedar Valley 
Innovation; Miranda Peters, 
Shepherd and Rick Bieber, 
Fields of Sinsinawa.

Farm Fun Fact
 July is National Ice 

Cream Month.  Americans 
are the number one 
consumers of ice cream, 
eating 48 pints of ice cream 
every year.

O N L I N E  B I D D I N G  A V A I L A B L E  T H R O U G H  B I D . P O W E R S A U C T I O N . C O M
L O O K I N G  T O  H A V E  A N  A U C T I O N  O R  S E L L  Y O U R  E Q U I P M E N T ?  

G I V E  U S  A  C A L L  6 0 8 - 4 3 9 - 5 7 6 1

 -  H U G E  3  DAY  A U C T I O N -  

473290

Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required

t Tell us what’s happening in the photo

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEB SITE, rvpnews.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

392651

By
Annette
eggers 
Jo Daviess 
County Farm 
Bureau

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Yard of the Month
 the Lena Beautification Committee and Lena Business and Professional Association are proud to announce the 
June Yard of the Month. Congratulations to Lois Bollman and Jeff Olds for their beautifully maintained yard at 108 
W. Palm Dr. their vibrant flowers and creative yard art create a warm, welcoming scene for all who pass by. great 
job, Lois and Jeff!

    your source for on-line news:

       RVPNEWS.COM

423968
The Scoop and Shopper’s Guide

FREELANCE REPORTERS
AND PHOTOGRAPHERS

NEEDED
Rock Valley Publishing is seeking freelance 
reporters and photographers to produce 
local news and photos for your hometown 
newspaper. Weekly stories and photos 
needed for Jo Daviess and Stephenson 
Counties. Writing and reporting experience 
a plus. Work from home as an independent 
contractor with no in-office requirement.

PLEASE EMAIL RESUME TO:
scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com
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MOWERY AUTO PARTS

Hours: M-F 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - Noon
815-599-0480

686 Van Buren, Freeport, IL
www.moweryauto.com

Also buying junk cars & trucks

392194

OpiniOn

Why is it?
 We live in a quirky, weird, 

sideways, upside-down 
world where some things just 
don‘t make sense – or they 
make too much sense to be 
sensible. As humans we often 
perpetuate the nonsense. We 
accept things for what they 
are and go about our business 
without question. But 
sometimes I wonder. About 
small things. Big things. 
Random things, like:

 Why do cats have to race 
you up the stairs? They can 
come out of nowhere just to 
get one step ahead of you. 
Sometimes my cats pause to 
let me nearly catch up before 
bounding upwards to beat 
me. Again.

 When shopping online 
why are we required to put 
certain items in our cart in 
order to see their price while 
other items have their prices 
posted prominently?

 If it’s a seedless 
watermelon, what did it grow 
from? 

 Why do we call them 
red cabbage and red onions 
when it’s obvious they are 
purple? Red grapes are more 
burgundy than red. Purple 
potatoes are actually purple – 
score one for the spuds.

 When the batteries on 
the TV remote go dead why 
do we continue to press the 
power button over and over 
hoping they will suddenly 
come to life? The same 
phenomenon occurs when our 
cell phone loses its charge.

 Have you ever noticed 
that abbreviated is an awfully 
long word? 

 And big is not?
 Other words are worth 

contemplating – phonetically 
speaking. Gynecologist 
is a doctor for women. 
Hysterectomy is a procedure 
performed solely on women. 
Hershey is word made up of 
two female pronouns coming 
together to make chocolate. 
I guess that last one makes 
perfect sense. 

 In the same vein, if 
words like “he” and “she” 
are pronouns, does that also 
make them anti-verbs?

 Why do we call it the 
funny bone when bumping 
it is certainly no laughing 
matter?

 When I am driving 
somewhere and get lost 
why do I turn the radio off, 
thinking it will help me find 
my destination?

 Why do people drive 
around in convertibles 
with the top down, but the 
windows up?

 Do they call it falling 
asleep because of the falling 
dream that sometimes 
accompanies the going to 
sleep process? Is it true you 
would die if you landed (in 
your dream) or is that just 
one of those urban myths?

 Who makes up all the 
urban myths and why aren’t 
they ever rural truths? 

 Is it possible to eat charred 
chard? Or chilly chili? 
Shrimpy shrimp?

 If words made sense, 
hamburger would be made of 
ham and a hot dog would be 
made of… Never mind.

 Shouldn’t a pair of pants 
be two of something? 

 Why is it always just one 
shoe (or boot) lying in the 
middle of the road, but we 
never see the person who 
is walking around with the 
other one?

 Every few years we are 
required to renew our driver’s 
license. Anyone besides me 
keep the old ones around 
lying in the junk drawer – 
just because? Every so often 
I glance through them to see 
how much I used to weigh. 

 Why is it? I wish I could 
tell you. Some things deny 
explanation. It’s at the core 
of the human paradigm; we 
assume logic in an illogical 
world. 

 Sort of like my cat. Who 
won’t come when she’s 
called but will race me up the 
stairs every time. Go figure.

 Jill Pertler is an award-
winning syndicated 
columnist, published 
playwright and author. Don’t 
miss a slice; follow the Slices 
of Life page on Facebook.

Looking beyond the numbers 
on teacher shortages
By Meg Bates 
and Stephanie Werner

In March, the Illinois State 
Board of Education provided 
some happy news: the number 
of teacher shortages went down 
this year, showing slight easing 
of this problem for our K-12 
schools. While some chronic 
shortages remain in specific 
content and geographic areas, 
these numbers are certainly 
cause for celebration.

But statewide concerns about 
the teacher workforce do not 
end with a filled position. The 
qualifications and experience 
of the person at the front of the 
room are equally as important.

Take, for instance, the case 
of Computer Science (CS)ed-
ucation. The Illinois legislature 

has made CS education a prior-
ity in Illinois, recognizing the 
centrality of technology skills 
to employment. We now have 
state CS standards, alongside a 
mandate that all districts offer 
high school students the oppor-
tunity to take CS coursework, 
with a potential CS graduation 
requirement currently on the 
House floor. The available data 
show few unfilled technolo-
gy-related teaching positions 
across the state.

But our recent research 
suggests that the CS teacher 
workforce may not provide the 
high-quality CS education our 
students deserve. Three facts 
from our research point to this 
conclusion:

As the population of CS 

students has grown to about 
45,000 each year, the num-
ber of CS teachers has also 
grown—from 1,660 in 2018 to 
1,894 in 2022.

Only about half of those CS 
teachers hold a CS endorse-
ment as part of their profession-
al educator license.

For some CS courses, only 
about a third hold the appropri-
ate, aligned endorsement.

These CS positions are filled. 
But are they best serving our 
students? While increasing ac-
cess to CS in Illinois is vital, 
it should be done with quali-
fied educators at the forefront. 
Having experience and training 
in CS education is a necessary 
baseline for the teacher work-
force (although, one might 
argue, even the most qualified 
teachers need to continually up-
date their skills and knowledge 
through professional learning 
and reflection on their prac-
tice). The current CS teacher 
workforce is almost certainly 
doing their best, but have they 
been put in the best position 
for their skills and talents? It’s 
true that people often compare 
learning CS to learning a new 
language. But we wouldn’t 
expect a teacher to effective-
ly teach French after minimal 

training. And yet, for some CS 
teachers, minimal training is 
their reality.

One solution to this prob-
lem is to produce more CS-en-
dorsed teachers. Another is to 
mine the “untapped” CS-en-
dorsed workforce: Our research 
shows that there are almost 
enough teachers with CS en-
dorsements in the state to ful-
ly meet the need, but many of 
those teachers are not teaching 
CS right now.

Whatever the solution, this 
issue with the CS workforce 
points to a broader concern: 
Teacher shortages extend be-
yond the numbers of filled and 
unfilled positions. A school 
may fill a position but still 
have a “shortage” in terms of 
a qualified, effective educator 
for a specific course. While 
we celebrate the reduction in 
teacher vacancies, it’s import-
ant to keep the north star in 
mind: highly qualified, effec-
tive teachers for all students, in 
all subjects.

Meg Bates is the director of 
the Illinois Workforce and Ed-
ucation Research Collabora-
tive (IWERC) at University of 
Illinois.  Stephanie Werner is 
a senior research specialist at 
IWERC. 

By
Jill
Pertler
Columnist

Slices of life

In my opinion

450554
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Game PaGe

Sudoku 
Fun by the Numbers

 Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This 
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from the 
moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil and 
put your sudoku savvy to the test! Here’s How It 
Works:  Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, 
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, 
the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each row, column 
and box. Each number can appear only once in each 
row, column and box. You can figure out the order in 
which the numbers will appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the boxes. The more 
numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the 
puzzle!

CLUES ACROSS
  1. 50 percent
  5. Records electric currents 
  8. Charlize Theron flick “__ 
Flux”
 12. More frosty
 14. Disfigure
 15. Sky color
 16. A thoroughfare in a town 
or city
 18. Actress de Armas
 19. Spend time in a relaxed 
way
 20. California peak
 21. Lodging option
 22. Small amount of a thing
 23. Expresses sorrow
 26. Keeps an ear warm
 30. Babies (Spanish)
 31. A conceited and self-
centered person
 32. No seats available
 33. Pouches
 34. Hip joints
 39. A place to bathe
 42. Evading
 44. Minute, one-celled unit
 46. Losing one’s hair
 47. A country in W Africa
 49. One point north of 
northeast
 50. Pointed end of a pen
 51. Extreme
 56. Norse personification of 
old age
 57. Doctors’ group
 58. Member of U.S. Navy
 59. Mens’ fashion accessories
 60. A way to allow
 61. Gloomy
 62. Grads wear one
 63. Between south and 
southeast
 64. Jaguarundi cat

CLUES DOWN
  1. Snakes do it

  2. Hormone
  3. The standard monetary 
unit of Turkey
  4. Fixed charges
  5. Electronic communication
  6. Artilleries
  7. “Strangers on a Train” actor 
Farley
  8. Burning
  9. Makes ecstatically happy
 10. Greek liqueurs
 11. Tropical Old World tree
 13. Someone who takes 
vengeance
 17. Style of cuisine
 24. Select
 25. Immunized against disease
 26. Old world, new
 27. Honorable title (Turkish)
 28. Court case: __ v. Wade

 29. Supervises interstate 
commerce 
 35. Not divisible by two
 36. Twelve
 37. Commentator Coulter
 38. Encourage
 40. Plumbing fixtures
 41. Early
 42. One point north of due 
east
 43. King of Thebes
 44. Short-tailed martens
 45. Impose a penalty on
 47. Consort of Poseidon
 48. A way to lessen
 49. Brooklyn hoops team
 52. Female of a horse
 53. Do as one is told
 54. A way to prepare meat
 55. Unit of measurement

Answers on page 15



Page 6        THE SCOOP TODAY / SHOPPER’S GUIDE        Wednesday, July 9, 2025

who have sent a donation to 
help underwrite the Scoop 

Today/Shopper’s Guide. For 
those of you who haven’t 

done so in the past year, but 
enjoy this newspaper and 

would like to help us pay for 
its operation, please send a 
donation in any amount to:

c/oRock Valley Publishing, 1102 Ann St., Delavan, WI 53115
If you thInk youR nEWSPAPER IS WoRth

50¢ an issue, it would be $26.00; 75¢ an issue - $39.00 
or $1 an issue - $52.00

You won’t get a Scoop/Shopper’s Guide tote bag, an Apple gift card, or a 
discount on an extended car warranty. But you will get the satisfaction of 

knowing that you have helped support your favorite newspaper.

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

Phone______________________________

__ Please keep my
     paper coming: 453719

the Scoop Today Shopper’s Guide
READERS

The Carroll County Pheas-
ants Forever Longspurs trap-
shooting team delivered an 
outstanding performance at 
the 2025 Scholastic Clay 
Target Program (SCTP) 
State Championships, held 
in Sparta, Illinois. A total of 
31 Longspurs athletes, rang-
ing from 3rd grade to college 
level, competed in the event, 
which featured 100 targets in 
both morning and afternoon 
rounds.

 Despite soaring tempera-
tures reaching 95 degrees, 
the Longspurs showed excep-
tional skill and determination. 
Several athletes hit personal 
milestones, including their 
first 25- or 50-straight tar-
gets—an impressive achieve-
ment in the sport of trapshoot-
ing.

 State Champions Crowned 
The Longspurs’ Rookie 

Squad—consisting of Tucker 
Schuler, Cody Steffes, Luke 
Sipe, Jaxson Gear, and Easton 
Wasmund—secured the State 
Championship title in their 
division with a combined 
score of 755 out of 1000. 
In the highly competitive 
Varsity division, the squad 
of Adair Pempleton, Park-
er Whiting, Max Ferguson, 
Kegan DeZell, and Eli Haas 
took second place, posting an 
impressive 966 out of 1000. 
The Intermediate Entry, Inter-
mediate Advanced, and Junior 
Varsity squads all finished in 
the top five of their respective 
divisions.

 Adair Pemple-
ton claimed 3rd place in the 
Varsity division, shooting an 
outstanding 197 out of 200. 
Ella Wackerlin, competing at 
the collegiate level, shot 192 
out of 200 and earned the ti-

tle of High-Overall Female 
Trap Shooter. Case Harmston, 
another collegiate shooter, 
achieved a perfect score of 
200 out of 200, earning the 
distinction of High-Overall 
Male Trap Shooter. Harm-
ston continued to dominate 
on Sunday, placing second 
in Sporting Clays and first 
in Skeet, ultimately being 
named High-Overall Ath-
lete across all disciplines and 
divisions.

 Coach Brock Wackerlin 
congratulates all the Long-
spurs.  The Longspurs will 
continue their season at 
the SCTP National Cham-
pionships in Ohio on July 
18–19. Thank you to all of 
the local sponsors and the 
Longspurs’ home range, the 
Mississippi Flyway Sports-
man Club for their continued 
support.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

 Rookie Longspurs (left to right)  Easton Wasmund, Luke Sipe, Tucker Schuler, Cody 
Steffes and Trent Schoenaar.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

 Varsity Longspurs (left to right) Kegan DeZell,  Eli Haas,  Adair Pempleton, Parker 
Whiting,  and Max Ferguson.

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

 Case Harmston shot a perfect 200 out of 200 to earn High-Overall Male Trap Shoot-
er honors. He continued his success, placing 2nd in Sporting Clays and 1st in Skeet.

Carroll County Longspurs Excel at 2025 SCTP State Championships

    your source for on-line news:

       RVPNEWS.COM
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US Grade A
Fresh 

BONELESS 
CHICKEN 
THIGHS 

Family Pack 

2.29  lb

US Gov’t Insp 

BONE-IN 
COUNTRY 

STYLE RIBS 
Family Pack

1.88  lb

CINNAMON 
TWIRL 

Glazed or Iced
2 ct

2.29

PINEAPPLE

2.88  eaWASHINGTON 
CHERRIES 
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Food Club 
SPRING 
WATER 

24 pk/16.9 oz 
bottles

4/$10

Jif 
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Crunchy 
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Heinz 
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Select Varieties 
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SUMMER 
DOG DAYS OF
SUMMER 
2 DAY SALE2 DAY SALE

SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
JULY 12 & 13, 2025

Kretschmar 
Brand 
HAM

Off The Bone

7.99  lb

Smithfield 
COOKED 

HAM
Sliced to Order

2.99  lb

Frito-Lay 
DORITOS 
Select Varieties 
9 - 10.75 oz

BOGO
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BUY 5  
SAVE $5
BUY 5  
SAVE $5

MIX & MATCH SALE!
TCH SALE!

Eckrich 
SMOKED 
SAUSAGE 
Links & Smokies 
Select Varieties 
8.3  - 14 oz

2.99

Bar-S 
SLICED 
BOLOGNA 
Original 
or Thick 
12 oz

2/$3

Oscar Mayer 
BASIC 
LUNCHABLES 
Select Varieties 
2.2 - 4.4 oz

2/$4

Bar S 
FRANKS 
Select Varieties 
12 oz

4/$5
Oscar Mayer 
CLUB PACK 
BEEF 
HOT DOGS 
30 oz

7.99

Prime Fresh 
SLICED
LUNCHMEAT 
Select Varieties 
7-8 oz

2.99

Bob Evans 
FAMILY PACK 
SIDES 
Select Varieties 
28 - 32 oz

4.99

Johnsonville 
SUMMER 
SAUSAGE 

20 oz 7.99

Oscar Mayer 
ECONOMY 
LUNCHMEAT 
Select Varieties 
16 oz

3.99

Oscar Mayer 
PORTABLE 
PROTEIN 
P3 PACKS 
Select Varieties 
2 - 2.3 oz

2/$4

Curly’s 
BAR B Q 
Pork or Chicken 
16 oz

4.99

Harts Chicken 
ENTRÉES 
Select Varieties 
22 - 32 oz

5.99

El Monterey 
BURRITOS 
Select Varieties 
30.4 - 32 oz

5.49

Klements 
SMOKED 
SAUSAGE 
Select Varieties 
14 oz

3.49

Curly’s 
BABY BACK 
RIBS 
24 oz

11.99
Jemm Burger 

DELUXE BEEF 
PATTIES 

1/2 or 1/4 lb 14.99

Swaggerty’s 
SAUSAGE 
PATTIES 
Mild or Hot 
45 oz

10.99

Swaggerty’s 
PORK 
SAUSAGE 
Select Varieties 
12 - 16 oz

3.49

Kentucky 
Legend 
SLICED 
BACON 
Select Varieties 
16 oz

3.99

Nathan’s 
BEEF 
FRANKS 
Select Varietes 
10 - 14 oz

4.99

Johnsonville 
FAMILY PACK 
SMOKED 
BRATS 
Select Varieties 
28 oz

7.99
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BEST!

MAKES
AMAZING
BURGERS!
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BONELESS 

CHUCK STEAK
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GREAT
ON THE
GRILL!

FRESH MEATFRESH MEAT

GRILLING
SIZE!

1.49 lb

US Gov’t Insp 
ASSORTED 
PORK CHOPS

9.99 ea
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FRANKS 
Select Varieties 
12 oz

4/$5
Oscar Mayer 
CLUB PACK 
BEEF 
HOT DOGS 
30 oz

7.99

Prime Fresh 
SLICED
LUNCHMEAT 
Select Varieties 
7-8 oz

2.99

Bob Evans 
FAMILY PACK 
SIDES 
Select Varieties 
28 - 32 oz

4.99

Johnsonville 
SUMMER 
SAUSAGE 

20 oz 7.99

Oscar Mayer 
ECONOMY 
LUNCHMEAT 
Select Varieties 
16 oz

3.99

Oscar Mayer 
PORTABLE 
PROTEIN 
P3 PACKS 
Select Varieties 
2 - 2.3 oz

2/$4

Curly’s 
BAR B Q 
Pork or Chicken 
16 oz

4.99

Harts Chicken 
ENTRÉES 
Select Varieties 
22 - 32 oz

5.99

El Monterey 
BURRITOS 
Select Varieties 
30.4 - 32 oz

5.49

Klements 
SMOKED 
SAUSAGE 
Select Varieties 
14 oz

3.49

Curly’s 
BABY BACK 
RIBS 
24 oz

11.99
Jemm Burger 

DELUXE BEEF 
PATTIES 

1/2 or 1/4 lb 14.99

Swaggerty’s 
SAUSAGE 
PATTIES 
Mild or Hot 
45 oz

10.99

Swaggerty’s 
PORK 
SAUSAGE 
Select Varieties 
12 - 16 oz

3.49

Kentucky 
Legend 
SLICED 
BACON 
Select Varieties 
16 oz

3.99

Nathan’s 
BEEF 
FRANKS 
Select Varietes 
10 - 14 oz

4.99

Johnsonville 
FAMILY PACK 
SMOKED 
BRATS 
Select Varieties 
28 oz

7.99
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THICK CUT 
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PORK LOIN 
CHOPS
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US Grade A 
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BREAST 
Family Pack
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Sullivan’s Signature 
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GROUND 
PORK

2.49 lb

Sullivan’s Signature 
EXTRA LEAN
GROUND BEFF
CHUCK
3 lb or more

5.99 lb

US Gov’t Insp 
CENTER CUT 
PORK RIB 
CHOPS

1.99 lb

Sullivan’s Signature 
FRESH MADE 
BACON CHEDDAR 
ONION COWBOY 
BURGERS 

6.99 lb

THE
BEST!

MAKES
AMAZING
BURGERS!

Certified Angus Beef® brand
BONELESS 

CHUCK STEAK
6.99lb

GREAT
ON THE
GRILL!

FRESH MEATFRESH MEAT

GRILLING
SIZE!

1.49 lb

US Gov’t Insp 
ASSORTED 
PORK CHOPS

9.99 ea

USDA Choice
BONELESS 
NEW YORK 
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SMOKED 
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Links & Smokies 
Select Varieties 
8.3  - 14 oz
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Johnsonville 
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3.99
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PORTABLE 
PROTEIN 
P3 PACKS 
Select Varieties 
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ENTRÉES 
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11.99
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DELUXE BEEF 
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Swaggerty’s 
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PATTIES 
Mild or Hot 
45 oz

10.99

Swaggerty’s 
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Select Varieties 
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Kentucky 
Legend 
SLICED 
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3.99
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7.99
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US Grade A
Fresh 

BONELESS 
CHICKEN 
THIGHS 

Family Pack 

2.29  lb

US Gov’t Insp 

BONE-IN 
COUNTRY 

STYLE RIBS 
Family Pack

1.88  lb

CINNAMON 
TWIRL 

Glazed or Iced
2 ct

2.29

PINEAPPLE

2.88  eaWASHINGTON 
CHERRIES 

3.88  lb

Food Club 
SPRING 
WATER 

24 pk/16.9 oz 
bottles

4/$10

Jif 
PEANUT 
BUTTER 

Creamy or 
Crunchy 

16 oz

2/$4

Heinz 
KETCHUP 

Select Varieties 
13 - 20 oz

2/$5

DOG DAYS OF
SUMMER 
DOG DAYS OF
SUMMER 
2 DAY SALE2 DAY SALE

SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
JULY 12 & 13, 2025

Kretschmar 
Brand 
HAM

Off The Bone

7.99  lb

Smithfield 
COOKED 

HAM
Sliced to Order

2.99  lb

Frito-Lay 
DORITOS 
Select Varieties 
9 - 10.75 oz

BOGO
Kretschmar Brand
TAVERN 
HAM
Sliced to Order

6.99 lb
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DELIDELI

Deli Fresh
8 PIECE

FRIED 
CHICKEN

Two Each: Breast, 
Thighs, Legs & Wings 9.99

Kretschmar Brand
CHEDDAR 
CHEESE
Sliced to Order

6.99lb

BAKERYBAKERY

Bakery Fresh 
BRAT 
BUNS
6 ct

2.29

FRUIT FILLED 
MINI 
TURNOVERS
Assorted Varieties
4 ct

2.99

MINI 
ASSORTED 
FRUIT 
DANISH 

4.99

Bakery Fresh
JUMBO 
MUFFINS
Assorted Varieties 
4 ct

4.59

ANDES MINT 
DELIGHT 
CHOCOLATE 
LAYER CAKE  
8 inch

7.99

Cake of the Week

OLD 
FASHIONED 
BANANA 
PUDDING

2.99 lb

AVOCADO 
RANCH 
PASTA SALAD

5.99 lb

Deli Made
MACARONI
& CHEESE
Hot or Cold

3.59 lb

473839

Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church

 All are invited to worship 
at Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, 118 E. Mason St. 
Lena, IL. Join on Sunday, July 
13, 2025, for Worship Service 
at 9:30 a.m.  The Gospel will 
be from Gospel Luke 10:25-
37. 

 On Wednesday, July 16 the 
Peace Corps Quilting group 
will meet from 8 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. All are welcome to join 
and no quilting experience 
necessary.

 All the services will be 
recorded and be available 
on church’s Facebook page 
and website. Please visit our 
website and (http://goodshep-
herdlena.org/)and Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/
GSLCLenaIL) for informa-
tion. Please contact the church 
office at 815-369-5552 with 
any questions. 

St. John’s Lutheran 
Church 

 St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Pearl City will cele-
brate time after Pentecost on 
Sunday, July 13 at 9 a.m. We 
will enjoy special music by 
Kayla Morgan.

 Everyone is welcome to 
come to St. John’s to play 
cards and dominoes on Thurs-
day, July 10 at 1 p.m. and to 
play dominoes in Luther Hall 
on Tuesday, Aug. 5 at 9 a.m.

 The next Men’s Breakfast 
will be on Wednesday, Aug. 
6 at 7:30 a.m. at the Beltline 
Restaurant in Freeport.  

 The Summer Gathering 
of the St. John’s Ladies will 
be on Wednesday, July 16 at 
9 a.m. at Karen Bremmer’s 
house.  Sign up in the lobby 
of the church or call the office 
for more information.  Break-
fast will be provided by the 
Women’s Gathering Board.

 The Ladies Night Out and 

Annual Meeting is scheduled 
for Tuesday, Aug. 12 at 6 p.m. 
at St. John’s.  The theme of 
the night is “Baskets of Sun-
shine” and will feature a pro-
gram by Deb Mather sharing 
her basket weaving talents.  
The cost is $10 and includes a 
menu of chicken or ham salad 
croissants, chips, fruit, straw-
berry, Key Lime, or Lemon 
Meringue pie, coffee and 
water.  Sign up in the church 
lobby or contact the office for 
more information by Aug. 3.

 The July Grace Meal will 
be on Sunday, July 20.  The 
menu will be a brat with 
bun, chips, baked beans, fruit 
cup (diced peaches), and pud-
ding.  Reservations are due in 
the church office by Thurs-
day, July 17.  Meals can be 
picked up at the church on 
July 20 between 11 a.m. and 
12 p.m.  This meal is partial-
ly funded by donations from 
the Foundation of Northwest 
Illinois.  If you are interested 
in donating to this ministry, 
reach out to the church office 
for more information.

 We are encouraging all 

children ages 2-12 to attend 
the Vacation Bible School 
at Zion Community Church 
from Sunday, July 13 through 
Thursday, July 17.  Each 
night a meal will be served 
at 5:30 p.m. and the program 
will go through 8 p.m. each 
night.  There is no cost, but 
children are asked to register 
ahead of time.  Parent vol-
unteers are also needed each 
night.  Contact St. John’s or 
Debbie Schau 603-674-3458 
with questions or registration 
forms

 St. John’s Lutheran Church 
of Pearl City is an ELCA 
parish and is located at 229 
First St. in Pearl City.  We are 
handicapped accessible.  If 
you need to contact the pastor 
or church, you may call 815-
443-2215 for information.

Salem United Church 
of Christ

 All are welcome to join ser-
vice led by Pastor Christopher 
Ham at Salem United Church 
of Christ, 8491 West Salem 
Road, Lena, IL, every Sunday 

at 10 a.m. Sunday School for 
children five years and older 
is held during church service, 
and nursery is available for 
children under five years.

 The Breakfast Bunch meets 
every Wednesday at 8 a.m. 
Everyone is welcome to join, 
please check the newsletter, 
Sunday bulletin or Facebook 
page for location information.

 Crafternoon is held every 
third Wednesday from 4 p.m. 
until 7 p.m. in the lower level 
of the church. This space is 
handicap accessible, and all 
are welcome to join. During 
this event, enjoy snacks, craft-
ing and good company. There 
is plenty of space to spread 
out a large project or to work 
on something small.

 For more information on 
any Salem related items, you 
can contact 815-369-4511 
or ruth.dake@gmail.com.

Calvary Church of 
Stockton

 The 5 Day Club will be 
held on Monday through Fri-
day, July 14 through July 18 

from 10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.  
Children 5 through 12 are in-
vited to come for story time, 
games, songs and fun.  Calva-
ry Church is offering this pro-
gram with the help of Child 
Evangelism Fellowship out of 
Rockford.  Please bring your 
children early on Monday for 
registration.

Lena Evangelical Free 
Church

 The Kids Day Bible Ad-
venture Event will be on Sat-
urday, July 12 at the Evan-
gelical Free Church of Lena 
from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. with 
lunch provided. This event is 
full of play and interaction for 
kids in 3-5 grade, focusing 
on the adventures of David 
and Goliath. Register online 
at lenafreechurch.org or con-
tact the office 815-369-5591.  

 Backyard Bible Club will 
be held July 14 to July 18 at 
the Lena Lions Park 3:30 p.m. 
for kids ages 3 - 12 years old. 
For more information contact 
Barb Wire at 815-757-4267.

Church news
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Protecting your future and 
insuring your success since 1879
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400095

Stagecoach Trail Storage
We have reasonable rates on clean, secure units.

Enjoy the 
  Stephenson Co. Fair

474132

Lena
815-238-4501

474157

SIGN UP FOR
THE BIG

DRAWING AT
RITE-WAY OR
AT OUR FAIR

BOOTH
STARTING
JULY 22!

FREE REMOVAL   FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
20 E. STEPHENSON STREET

DOWNTOWN FREEPORT
815-235-4911

RITEWAYFREEPORT.COM
MON - FRI 9AM TO 5PM

SATURDAY 9AM TO 4 PM

Ask about 6 to 12 months 
and Beyond financing

Northwest IL Largest Furniture,
Mattress & Appliance Dealer

Mattresses, Furniture,
and Appliances

Lena.Warren.Winslow. Orangeville.

CBCOMMUNITYBANK.COM
421671

Instruments • Amps • Accessories
Lessons • Recording Studio • Layaway Available

458233

1329 E. SOUTH ST. • FREEPORT, IL • 815-233-0118
Black Diamond MUSIC STORE, LLC

Mention this ad or bring 
it in for $5 off your 
purchase of $50 or more.

Loescher
H E AT I N G  A N D  A I R  C O N D I T I O N I N G

Residential & Commercial Services

24 HOUR SERVICE
855.499.HEAT  loescherhvac.com

HAVE FUN
AT THE FAIR

474222

Come to the 
Stephenson 
County Fair
July 22 - 26
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Have a great 
time at the fair!

The Scoop Today 
& Shopper’s 

Guide
400094

Pro Source
Electric and Automation Inc.

Industrial • Commercial • Farm
Lena • 815-369-4165 400102

Enjoy thE
StEphEnSon 

County
Fair

www.radersinsurance.com
240 W. Main St., Suite A • Lena • 815-369-4225

Enjoy the Stephenson County Fair!!

458284

Brandon’s Hardware & Rental

145 W. Railroad St. • Lena
815-369-5542

Have a great 
time at 

the Fair!!!

400105

www.csbnow.com

www.csbnow.comwww.csbnow.com
440964

458238

Proud to Support 
the

Stephenson 
County Fair

Stacey Block
202 S. Schuyler

PO Box 669

Lena, IL 614048-0669

www.countryfinancial.com/stacey.block

stacey.block@countryfinancial.com

(815)369-4581

Have a good time at the fair!

202 W. Main St.
Warren, IL

815-745-2148

204 Samuelson Dr.
Orangeville, IL
815-789-3366

400096

Spinhirne Transfer
815-275-4215

Enjoy the Stephenson
County Fair!

458239

400099

216 W. Main St.
Lena • 815-369-5549

HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sat. 8:30 a.m. - noon

devoefloral@yahoo.com

Enjoy the Stephenson 
County Fair!OWNER

OPERATED
20+ YEARS 

IN BUSINESS

Pearl City Seamless Gutters, Inc.
(815) 291-6449 • Pearl City, IL    pearlcityseamless.com

YOUR TRUSTED GUTTER EXPERTS

474162

5” & 6” Seamless Gutters 
and Gutter Guards Available.

Multi-color, Color Match

Kempel Urish Construction, Inc.

474186

Enjoy the
Stephenson

County
Fair!

Tony 815-541-0570
Jamie 815-541-0272

3982 N. Crossroads Rd.
Lena • 815-297-4214 474187

Have Fun at the Fair!
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COME!
474128

To The Elizabeth Community Fair
July 18 • 19 • 20, 2025

THE 104TH ELIZABETH COMMUNITY FAIR

9:00 am Community Church
Service-St. Paul Lutheran Church 
10:00 am Bean Bag Tournament 

Sponsored by G.E.A.R
11:00am-1:00pm Bingo ~ Cash

Prizes and More! 
Noon- Fantasy Truck Pullers

(weigh-in beginning at 10:00 am)
4:00 pm Ice cream Eating Contest
by Three Sisters Sweet Shoppe 
4:30 pm Homegrown Wrestling  

 

8:00 am Beef Show~ heifers & steers to follow
11:00 am Parade Sponsored by the Elizabeth Chamber

of Commerce and Apple River State Bank. 
Noon- Free Lunch for first 500 people 

 Prepared by The Jo Daviess County Beef Association
and sponsored by Citizens State Bank 

Noon- 2:00 pm Music by Bruce Kort & David Czech
Noon to 5:00 pm- Bingo ~ Cash Prizes and More! 

1:00 pm Kiddie Tractor Pull by the Jo Daviess County
Young Leaders. Sign up at 12:30

1:00 pm Ag Games by River Ridge FFA 
2:00-5:00 Music by the Holy Crowe 

3:00 pm Elizabeth' s Best BBQ Competition & 
Public Tasting  

6:00 pm The Elizabeth Community Fair Queen, Teen
Miss, Junior Miss & Little Miss/Mister Pageant

7:00pm-Pie and Cake Auction after the Pageant
8:30 pm- Midnight Music by the Zac Matthews Band

 

 

 

7:00 am Steer Weigh-in
9:00 am Dairy and Sheep Show
10:00 am Crafts and Gardening

Judging
1:00 pm Dairy Goat Show

7:00 pm Fantasy Truck Pullers
(weigh-in beginning at 5:00 pm)

Friday July 18th  July  18, 19, 20 2025

Check out our website!
www.elizabethcommunityfair.com

Throughout the weekend  Great Food, Vendors,
Carnival Rides, Antique Tractor and Farm

Demonstrations, Music, Beer Tent and More!

$15 Adult Season Pass 
 $10 Child (11-17) Season Pass

$10 Daily Adult 
 $5 Daily Child (11-17)

10 & Under Free 

Saturday July 19th Sunday July 20th

Parade Information

Admission 

 Parade Theme “There’s No
Time Like Fairtime"
Saturday July 19th

Grand Marshalls: Elizabeth Fire
Department

Line up at 9:30am
 Parade Steps off at 11:00am

Categories include; Floats, Kids,
Antique Cars & Tractors

$1000 in Prizes!
For information contact Jason
Thomasson @ 815-930-4425

474129

www.csbnow.com

www.csbnow.comwww.csbnow.com
440625

Locally Owned, Independent, full service loans.

HAVE FUN AT THE FAIR

www.appleriverstatebank.com
www.communitybankgalena.com

Located In

Elizabeth
815-858-2225

Hanover
815-591-2201

421290

800-858-5522
jcecoop.com

458456

Supports the
Community Fair!

440711
Elizabeth • 815-858-9111
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Rische Builders
POLE BARNS & METAL ROOFS

We build pole barns & can replace metal roofs on your 
buildings or homes. We also sell & install new pine board 

& batten siding. Let us come out & see your project.

Call Troy 815.291.6111

470952

From Lena’s Kitchen

 Heat has set in again.  We 
celebrated the Fourth of July 
with lots of heat and humid-
ity, but unlike a lot of other 
Fourth of July days, it didn’t 
rain.  This week we move fur-
ther into summer with some 
good recipes.  Salads are great 
in hot weather as well as slow 
cooker recipes.  Enjoy cook-
ing some new and different 
things this week.

Slow Cooker Crab 
Dip

This easy hot appetizer is 
one that can be served any time 
of the year.  I like it with butter 
crackers, but you could serve it 
on Hawaiian bread too.

1 pkg. (8 oz.) cream cheese, 
softened

½ C. finely chopped sweet 
onion

¼ C. grated Parmesan 
cheese

¼ C. mayonnaise
2 garlic cloves, minced
2 t. sugar
8 oz. imitation crab meat 

chopped finely
2 green onions, chopped 

both white and green
Butter crackers
 In a 1½ qt. slow cooker, 

combine the cream cheese, on-
ion, Parmesan cheese, mayo, 
garlic; and sugar; stir in crab.  
Cover and cook on low for 2 to 
3 hours or until heated through.  
Sprinkle with green onions

Four Berry Spinach 
Salad

Try this refreshing green 
salad that has the fruit to 
make it beautiful and tasty.  
You could use red raspberries 
instead of the blackberries if 
you can find them easier.

1 T. canola oil
1 T. orange juice
1 T. red wine vinegar
2 T. balsamic vinegar
2 T. water
2 t. lemon juice
½ t. sugar
½ t. poppy seeds
Dash of cinnamon
4 C. baby spinach
½ C. each fresh raspberries 

blueberries, blackberries, and 
sliced strawberries

2 t. chopped nuts, toasted
 In a small bowl, whisk the 

oil, orange juice, vinegars, 
water, lemon juice, sugar, 
poppy seeds, and cinnamon 
together until blended.  In a 
salad bowl, combine the spin-
ach and berries.  Drizzle with 
dressing and sprinkle with 
nuts.  Toss to coat.

Tri-Color Pasta Salad
 Pasta salad is always a 

great summer side for any pic-
nic.  You can add some tuna 
to make it into a great lun-
cheon entrée.  The dressing is 
great in hot weather because it 
stands up to heat well.

1 pkg. (12 oz.) tricolor spi-
ral pasta

4 C. broccoli florets
1 pint grape tomatoes
1 can (6 oz.) pitted ripe ol-

ives, drained
1/8 t. salt
1/8 t. pepper
1½ C. Italian Salad Dress-

ing
Dressing:

6 T. extra virgin olive oil

3 T. white wine vinegar
3 T. lemon juice
1½ T. finely chopped fresh 

parsley
1½ t. honey
1½ t. dried oregano
1 garlic clove, grated
¾ t. Dijon mustard
¼ t. dried thyme
¼ t. sea salt
Black pepper to taste
3 T. Parmesan cheese
 In a large pot, cook pasta 

according to package direc-
tions, adding the broccoli 
during the last 2 minutes of 
cooking.  Drain and rinse in 
cold water.  Transfer to a large 
bowl.  Add the tomatoes, ol-
ives, salt and pepper.  Drizzle 
with dressing; toss to coat.  
Chill for an hour before serv-
ing.  

 Dressing:  Place the oil, 
vinegar, lemon juice, and 
parsley in a jar with a lid.  
Shake well.  Add the parsley, 
honey, oregano, garlic, Dijon, 
and thyme.  Shake again to 
mix the ingredients.  Add the 
sea salt and pepper to taste.  
Add the Parmesan to the salad 
and then the dressing.

Bacon Wrapped Hot 
Dogs

If you want a summer pic-
nic sandwich or a fast supper 
meal, these hot dogs will help 
you get a meal on the table 
quickly.  You can buy cheese 
hotdogs at A.J.’s Lena Maid 
Meats.  I like to buy the sau-
erkraut in the bag.  You can 
keep it in the refrigerator 
in a zip lock bag for several 
months.  Just be sure to wash 
it as you use it.  You can also 
substitute yellow mustard for 
the Dijon.

12 bacon strips
8 cheese beef hot dogs

8 hot dog buns, split and 
toasted

¼ C. onion, chopped
2 C. sauerkraut, rinsed and 

well drained
Condiments:  mayo, ketch-

up or Dijon mustard
 In a large skillet, cook ba-

con over medium heat until 
partially cooked but not crisp.  
Remove to paper towels to 
drain; cool slightly.  Wrap 
1½ strips of bacon around 
each hot dog, securing with 
toothpicks as needed (do not 
wrap tightly or bacon may 
tear during cooking).  Broil 4 
inches from the heat, turning 
frequently from 6 to 8 minutes 
or until bacon is crisp and hot 
dogs are heated through, turn-
ing frequently.  Discard tooth-
picks.   Serve hot dogs in buns 
with onion and sauerkraut.  
Top with condiments.

Chicken Bacon Ranch 
Sliders

 This week we feature yet 
another slider.  This one uses 
shredded chicken, so the ro-
tisserie chicken would work 
great in this recipe.  Enjoy a 
different kind of slider for any 
party or picnic.

1 pkg. (12 oz.) Hawaiian 
sweet rolls

3 C. shredded cooked 
chicken

12 bacon strips, cooked and 
crumbled

½ C. ranch salad dressing
9 slices Colby-Monterey 

Jack cheese
¼ C. butter, melted
1 t. minced chives
½ t. garlic powder
2 T. grated Parmesan cheese
 Preheat oven to 350.  With-

out separating rolls, cut hori-
zontally in half with a serrated 
knife.  Arrange roll bottoms in 
a greased 9 x 13 baking dish.  
In a large bowl, combine 
chicken, bacon and ranch.  
Spoon over roll bottoms.  Top 
with cheese, overlapping as 
needed.  Replace top halves 
of rolls.  In a small bowl, 
combine the butter, chives 
and garlic powder; brush over 
the tops of the rolls.  Sprinkle 
with Parmesan cheese.  Cover 
with foil.  Bake until cheese is 
melted, 25 to 27 minutes.  Re-
move foil; bake until tops are 
golden brown, 5 to 7 minutes.

Raspberry Coffee 
Cake

Raspberries are coming in 
season, and this coffee cake 
is great for a brunch or break-
fast, but it also is great for a 
dessert.

3½ C. unsweetened rasp-
berries

1 C. water
2 T. lemon juice
1¼ C. sugar
1/3 C. cornstarch

Batter:
3 C. flour
1 C. sugar

1 t. baking powder
1 t. baking soda
1 C. cold butter, cubed
2 eggs, lightly beaten
1 C. sour cream
1 t. vanilla

Topping:
½ C. flour
½ C. sugar
¼ C. butter, softened
½ C. pecans
Glaze
½ C. powdered sugar
2 t. milk
½ t. vanilla
 In a large saucepan, cook 

raspberries and water over 
medium heat for 5 minutes.  
Add lemon juice.  Combine 
sugar and cornstarch; stir into 
fruit mixture.  Bring to a boil 
and stir 2 minutes or until 
thickened.  Cool.

 Preheat oven to 350.  In 
a large bowl, combine flour, 
sugar, baking powder and 
soda.  Cut in butter until mix-
ture resembles coarse crumbs.  
Stir in eggs, sour cream and 
vanilla (batter will be stiff).  
Spread half into a greased 
9 x 13 baking dish.  Spread 
raspberry filling over batter; 
spoon remaining batter over 
filling.  Combine topping in-
gredients.  Sprinkle over the 
top.  Bake 40 to 45 minutes or 
until golden brown.  Combine 
glaze ingredients; drizzle over 
warm cake.

Raspberry Cake 
Cookies

These easy cookies use a 
strawberry cake mix to make 
a batch of cookies that are easy 
to assemble.  You do have to 
refrigerate the dough for 30 
minutes before baking.  As my 
little cousin used to say, “Easy 
peasy!”

1 pkg. (15 ¼ oz.) strawberry 
cake mix

 1/3 C. vegetable oil
2 eggs
 Red sprinkling sugar

 Preheat oven to 350.  In a 
large bowl, stir the cake mix, oil 
and eggs until combined.  Re-
frigerate until chilled, about 30 
minutes.  Drop dough by table-
spoonfuls 2-inches apart onto 
parchment lined baking sheets.  
Flatten slightly with a greased 
juice glass; top with sprinkling 
sugar.  Bake until edges are set, 
10 to 12 minutes.  Remove to 
wire racks to cool completely.  
Store in an airtight container.

Final Thoughts
 I hope everyone enjoyed 

their Fourth of July activities.  
You certainly could have gone 
to fireworks all weekend long.  
My street loves to send off 
some kind of noise during the 
Fourth celebration.  I feel sorry 
for the pets because it is very 
hard on them. 

 Speaking of pets, mark your 
calendars for the Lena Lions 
Bicycle and Pet Parade on July 
19.  It will start on Mason Street 
and go to the water tower and 
end up on Main Street.  I saw 
on Facebook that there will be 
prizes, games, and food.  It isn’t 
as big as the Fall Festival Pa-
rade, but it is pretty darn cute!  
It goes past my house, so I get 
to see the many pets and cycles 
from my front porch.  

 Remember to support the 
Music in the Parks on Saturday 
at the lake and on Sundays at 
the Splashland parking lot in 
Lena as well as Krape Park in 
Freeport.  Farmer’s Markets 
continue to offer lots of great 
things to celebrate the season.  
Have a great week cooking.

 We are looking for some 
summer recipes with fruits and 
vegetables of the season.  If 
you find some recipes to share, 
you can contact us by email at 
scoopshopper@rvpublishing.
com or by mail at From Le-
na’s Kitchen, The Shopper’s 
Guide at Rock Valley Publish-
ing, 1102 Ann St. Delavan, WI 
56115.

The not so skinny cook

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Northwest Illinois F-4 Aerial 
Combat Memorial
 Progress continues on the Northwest Illinois F-4 Aerial Combat Memorial 
in Lena, IL, as the name wall is laid in place—another important step in the 
project’s development. Stop by the memorial site to see ongoing changes and 
updates to this tribute.
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Place Your Service Ad

Call Cyndee for details at 
(815) 369-4112

Minimum of 4 weeks • Additional Sizes Available

Interior & Exterior
Painting & Staining

LENA, IL

Brent Geilenfeldt
815-369-5368 • Cell 815-275-1069

Adam Heimann
815-275-6450

Fully Insured

G & H PAINTING

111032

Nick Judge • 815-990-8937
www.sixpointservices.com

Residential and 
Commercial

Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning

Window Washing
Holiday Lighting

Fully insured
413671

474206

Service Corner
The Scoop Today & Shopper’s Guide

HAPPY 4TH OF JULY!

10240 N. Old Mill Rd. • McConnell, IL 61050
815-541-3348 • heidrepair@yahoo.com

Repairing & servicing all brands of mowers & small engines.

0%  Interest 
Financing 
Options 
available

Your local Toro Dealer & Master Service Center

473956

(Formerly Wybourn Construction)

Cell: 608-558-1095
Lena, IL

bobwybourn@gmail.com
• Windows•Doors•Kitchens

•Bathrooms•Decks
No Job Too Small To Appreciate!

407366

PEARL CITY SEAMLESS 
GUTTERS INC.

815-291-6449

5” & 6” Seamless 
Gutters & Gutter Guards Available. 

Multi-color, Color Match.
Owner Operated

423071

468430

Stem cell research offers hope for future therapies
 Headlines in the news and 

on social media platforms 
proclaiming that soon we 
will be growing new teeth 
are effective at grabbing your 
attention. However, while 
many regenerative therapies 
are showing promising 
results in preclinical studies 
and clinical trials, it’s 
crucial to understand that 
some applications are still 
in the beginning stages of 
development. This includes 
whole tooth regeneration, 
when informing the public 

about advances in regenerative 
oral healthcare, it is 
imperative to provide accurate 
information with realistic time 
expectations.

Many of the recent advances 
in regenerative dentistry 

have come about because of 
stem cell research. Why stem 
cells? Stem cells are a special 
type of cells that have two 
important properties. The first 
is that they are able to self-
renew or make more cell like 
themselves. Second, they are 
able to become other cells that 
do different things in a process 
known as differentiation. 

Over the years, stem cell 
research has given us a better 
understanding of how diseases 
occur, how to use some types 
of stem cells to evaluate drugs 

for safety and quality, and 
techniques to guide stem cells 
into becoming specific cells to 
regenerate and repair tissues 
that have been damaged or 
affected by disease.

 Doctors have performed 
stem cell transplants, also 
known as bone marrow 
transplants, for many decades. 
Stem cells replace cells 
damaged by chemotherapy 
or disease or assist the  
immune system to fight some 
types of cancer and blood-
related diseases. Leukemia, 

lymphoma, neuroblastoma, 
and multiple myeloma are 
often treated this way.

Because of their unique 
regenerative abilities and wide 
range of applications, stem 
cells became a key focus area 
in biotechnology. In dentistry, 
researchers focus primarily 
on the pulp of wisdom teeth, 
which contain a rich source 
of mesenchymal stem cells 
(MSCs), that have the potential 
to regenerate various tissues, 
including bone, dental tissue, 
and nerve tissue. They also 
harvest periodontal ligament 
stem cells, a type of MSC in 
the perivascular space of the 
periodontal ligament. These 
play a crucial role in the 
regeneration and maintenance 
of periodontal tissues, alveolar 
bone, and cementum.

As reported in previous 
columns, knowledge gained 
in regenerative research has 
already been incorporated into 
modern oral healthcare. This 
includes bioactive restorative 
materials, platelet- rich plasma, 
platelet-rich fibrin, guided 
bone regeneration, guided 
tissue regeneration, and 
endodontic revascularization.

Besides whole tooth 
regeneration, clinical studies 
are focusing on repairing or 
regenerating nerve tissues 
in the oral cavity, restoring 
function to damaged 
salivary glands, regenerating 
bone tissue in the jaw, and 
transplanting dental pulp stem 
cells into disinfected necrotic 
teeth to restore tooth vitality 
and vertical and horizontal 
root growth in immature teeth 
with incomplete root formation 
and medications to halt 
degenerative changes in the 
TMJ and other joints. 

Many of these studies are 
being assisted and accelerated 
by the advances in data 
collection and international 
research sharing practices 
developed during the human 
genome project. Advances 
in regenerative healthcare 
rely on the collaboration of 
experts from veterinary, oral 
and general medicine with 
physicists and bioengineers. 

This also require time, 
lots of time. From concept to 
research to machine modeling 
to clinical trials to human 
trials…because patient care 
and safety is not negotiable.

IN*CI*DENTAL*LY

By
Dr. Stephen 
petraS 
Illinois Licensed 
General Dentist

Local students receive 
Spring 2025 semester 
academic honors
Drake University 

Lauren Kloss
Sidney Weegens
Emily Hazzard

Iowa State University
Madeline Elizabeth Har-

bach
Ashley V. Carroll
Colin J Greiner, Owen 

Tones Gilbertson
Andrew L Kempel
Ella Elizabeth Wolfrom
Marianna Avery Brenner

Marquette University
Isaac Rife
Ethan Fye

northern Illinois 
University 

Anna Patterson
Evan Peterson
Casper Sciaraffa
Gracie Raab

University of Iowa
Madison McKee

University of northern 
Iowa

Maddie Pingel

University of Wisconsin-
Madison

Alexander Staver

University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee

Lila Rudisill

University of Wisconsin-
Oshkosh

Nevaeh Peterson

University of Wisconsin-
platteville 

Diana Montalvo
Addy Albrecht
Lynnea Groezinger
Andrew Haas
Jamie Schnitzler
Avery Baldauf
Maia Benson
Casey Crain
Grace Groezinger
Kyle Niehaus
Ethan Petta
Joseph Brudi
Dustin Oppold
Leah Baker
Mercades Mowery

Chancellor’s List
University of Wisconsin-
platteville

Diana Montalvo
Addy Albrecht
Lynnea Groezinger
Jamie Schnitzler
Maia Benson
Mercades Mowery

President’s List
Drake University 

Sarah Foley

Iowa State University
Ella Elizabeth Wolfrom
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NOTICE

Bids are being accepted 
for providing bread and 
dairy products for the Le-
na-Winslow School Dis-
trict for the 2025-2026 
school year.  Bid specifi-
cations may be picked up 
at the Superintendent’s 
Office at 401 Fremont St., 
Lena, IL. from 8:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m or you may call 
815-668-0800 to request 
the forms.  Bids are due at 
the Superintendent’s Office 
no later than 12:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, July 15, 2025.  
Lena-Winslow School Dis-
trict reserves the right to 
refuse any and all bids.
 

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 

July 9, 2025)
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IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE FIF-
TEENTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
STEPHENSON 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS
GUILD MORTGAGE 
COMPANY LLC,
    PLAINTIFF,
  VS.
MICHAEL A HARNISH; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,
    DEFENDANTS.

NO. 2025FC16
1526 WEST STOVER 
STREET
FREEPORT, IL 61032
JUDGE
PRESIDING JUDGE

NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN TO YOU,
Michael A Harnish
Unknown Owners and 
Non-Record Claimants
defendants, that this case 
has been commenced in 
this Court against you and 
other defendants, asking 
for the foreclosure of a cer-
tain Mortgage conveying 
the premises described as 
follows, to wit:

THE EASTERLY 22 
1/2 FEET OF LOT TWO 
HUNDRED-NINETEEN 
(219) AND ALL THAT 
PART OF THE VACATED 
ALLEY LYING NORTH 
OF AND ADJACENT TO 
AFORESAID LOT AS VA-
CATED BY ORDINANCE 
RECORDED MARCH 
9, 1976 IN BOOK P-222, 
PAGE 1044, AS DOCU-
MENT NO. 91-948 AND 
RECORDED MARCH 29, 
1976, IN BOOK P-222, 
PAGE 1429, AS DOCU-
MENT NO. 91-1196, ALL 
IN SAXBY HEIGHTS 
ADDITION; SITUATED 
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF 
FREEPORT, COUNTY 
OF STEPHENSON AND 
STATE OF ILLINOIS.

ALSO, ALL OF LOT 
TWO HUNDRED-TWEN-
TY (220) AND THE 
WESTERLY 22 1/2 FEET 
OF LOT TWO HUNDRED 
TWENTY-ONE (221), 
IN SAXBY HEIGHTS 
ADDITION; SITUATED 
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF 
FREEPORT, COUNTY 

OF STEPHENSON AND 
STATE OF ILLINOIS.

Commonly known as: 
1526 West Stover Street

Freeport, IL 61032
and which said Mortgage 

was made by,
Michael A Harnish
Mortgagor(s), to
Mortgage Electronic 

Registration Systems, Inc. 
as nominee for Guild Mort-
gage Company LLC

Mortgagee, and recorded 
in the Office of the Record-
er of Deeds of Stephenson 
County, Illinois, as Docu-
ment No. 202300197098; 
and for other relief.

UNLESS YOU file your 
answer or otherwise file 
your appearance in this 
case, on or before August 
1, 2025, A JUDGMENT 
OR DECREE BY DE-
FAULT MAY BE TAK-
EN AGAINST YOU FOR 
THE RELIEF ASKED IN 
THE COMPLAINT.

You have been sued. To 
participate in the case, 
you MUST file an official 
document with the court 
within the time stated on 
this Notice called an “Ap-
pearance” and a docu-
ment called an “Answer/
Response”. The Answer/
Response is not required 
in small claims or eviction 
cases unless ordered by the 
court. If you do not file an 
Appearance and Answer/
Response on time, the 
court may decide the case 
without hearing from you, 
and you could be held in 
default and lose the case. 

After you fill out the nec-
essary documents, you 
need to electronically file 
(e-file) them with the court. 
To e-file, you must create 
an account with an e-fil-
ing service provider. For 
more information, go to 
ilcourts.info/efiling. If you 
cannot e-file, you can get 
an exemption that allows 
you to file in-person or by 
mail. You may be charged 
filing fees, but if you can-
not pay them, you can file 
an Application for Waiver 
of Court Fees. It is possi-
ble that the court will allow 
you to attend the first court 
date in this case in-person 
or remotely by video or 
phone. Contact the Cir-
cuit Court Clerk’s office 
or visit the Court’s website 
to find out whether this is 
possible and, if so, how to 
do this. Need help? Call or 
text Illinois Court Help at 
833-411-1121 or go to il-
courthelp.gov for informa-
tion about going to court, 
including how to fill out 
and file documents. You 
can also get free legal in-
formation and legal refer-
rals at illinoislegalaid.org. 
All documents referred to 
in this Notice can be found 
at ilcourts.info/forms. 
Other documents may be 
available from your local 
Circuit Court Clerk’s of-
fice or website. ¬øNecesita 
ayuda? Llame o envíe un 
mensaje de texto a Illinois 
Court Help al 833-411- 
1121, o visite ilcourthelp.
gov para obtener infor-

mación sobre los casos de 
la corte y cómo completar 
y presentar formularios.

PURSUANT TO THE 
FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT, 
THE PLAINTIFF’S AT-
TORNEY IS DEEMED 
TO BE A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT AND 
ANY INFORMATION 
WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.
McCalla Raymer 
Leibert Pierce, LLP
Attorney for Plaintiff
1 N. Dearborn St. 
Suite 1200
Chicago, IL 60602
Ph. (312) 346-9088
File No. 
25-20595IL-1194048
I3269087 

(Published in
The Shopper’s Guide 
July 2, 9 & 16, 2025)
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LEGAL NOTICES

Can Publish 
Your Legals.

Call
815-877-4044
Or email your 

legals to
Legals@

rvpublishing.
com

Today!

Rock ValleyPublishing LLC
42

51
25

SUBMITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Flag burning
 Members of the various Stephenson County American Legion Posts along with the over 1500 flags that were retired.

Stephenson County VA 
Pantry

 The Stephenson Coun-
ty VA Pantry is currently 
in need of deodorant, hand 
soap, dish soap, razors, toilet 
paper, mouthwash, cans of 
fruits and vegetables, all pan-
try items.  Donations can be 
brought to the Lena American 
Legion Home on Saturdays 
from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. at 316 
W. Main St., Lena, IL.  Dona-
tions are greatly appreciated.

Lena American Legion 
Auxiliary Cookout

 The Lena American Le-
gion Auxiliary will be cook-
ing the delicious sandwiches 
at Sullivan’s Grill on Friday, 
July 18 and Saturday, July 19 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.   

Salvation Army of 
Freeport July events 

 The Salvation Army of 
Freeport will host several 
events this month.  Women’s 
Ministry Crafting will be held 
on July 12 from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m.  Christmas in July is on 
July 18 and July 19. Battle 
of the Badges will be held 
on July 18 at the Walmart in 
Freeport.  Family Game Night 
will be held on July 26 from 5 
p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

 In addition to these events, 
the Salvation Army is collect-
ed bottled water donations 
which can be dropped off at 
106 W Exchange St., in Free-
port. 

News 
briefs
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To place an ad in our
Help Wanted Section Call (815) 369-4112

 help wanted

To place an ad in our 
Business & Service

Section...
Call (815) 369-4112

Serving northern illinoiS and Southern wiSconSin

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
815.369.4112

to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday

at 4 pm

  business & service

 real estate

 real estate

 for sale

PRIVATE PARTY
ONLY.

Ad must be
prepaid.

Deadlines vary.

Call
815-877-4044

The Wheel Deal
Place your car, truck, motorcycle,

boat or RV for one price and it
runs for up to 16 weeks.

$1995
1st three lines

Extra lines are $1.95 each

17 Papers

Starts for 4 weeks and if not sold you call us
and we will renew at no additional charge!

(Maximum run 16 weeks total)

4
2

2
7

8
5

 transportation

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$

If so, we wIll run your ad In THe
scoop Today and sHopper’s GuIde aT

No Charge!

Ads will not be accepted without the following information. Only one free ad per month.

YOUR NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you selling a single item for

less thaN $100?

$$$ $$$
Private Party Only

Just fill out the coupon below and mail to:
Rock Valley Publishing, FREE Ad,
1102 Ann. St., Delavan, WI 53115

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

45
42

87

444841

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing is looking for a Part-

Time Advertising Sales Executive. 
Approximately 20 hours per week.

We publish newspapers, shoppers, and 
niche publications throughout the stateline. 
You have the opportunity to sell into all Rock 
Valley Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making 
your paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:

Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising
Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com

Fax: (262) 725-6844

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE this 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Burial Needs
7 CEMETERY PLOTS willing to 
sell as a group or individually. lo-
cated at roselawn Memory gar-
dens 3045 wi-67, lake geneva, 
wi 53147. This is a private sale. 
Contact Randy, the seller at 
randy@slpublishers.com.

Agriculture
LAST YEARS GRASS HAY 
BALES $25 each. 815-291-
2381.

Boats
1989 SEA RAY 160 OB 100 hP 
merc., trailer. $500  delavan 630-
415-5312.

1997 SEA RAY 175 BOW RID-
ER FiSh SKi. i/o Merc., with 19’ 
trailer, $6500 oBo. good cond. 
richmond, il 630-212-4945.

2003 ALUMACRAFT 175 TRO-
PHY w/ trailer. 90 hP, 9.9hP & 
equip. 815-389-2480.

2003 WEERES PONTOON 20 
ft. Suntanner. includes lift. 70 hp 
Johnson. good condition. asking 
$7500. (262) 492-6840

Sports/Classic 
Cars

1977 OLDSMOBILE CUTLAS 
BROUGHAM Mint condition. 
100K miles, $12,000. oBo. call 
262-379-4161.

2004 MONTE CARLO SS intin-
idator. Mint. Mech sound with re-
cords. high miles. $10,000. oBo 
call 262-379-4161.

2004 MONTE CARLO SS intin-
idator. Mint. Mech sound with re-
cords. high miles. $8,000. oBo 
call 262-379-4161.

2004 MONTE CARLO SS IN-
TIMIDATOR Mint condition, 
49k miles, mechanically sound. 
$18,000. oBo. 262-379-4161.

Trucks & Trailers
2005 CHEVY SILVERADO 
looks nice, very little rust, ex-
tended cab, 4wd, many new 
parts, tires like new, brake lines, 
gas lines & batteries replaced. all 
new brakes. dependable. $3,500 
oBo 920-605-0337.

Auctions

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE all real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the fair housing act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, re-
ligion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. familial sta-
tus includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of children 
under 18. this newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation of the law. our readers are hereby in-
formed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. to complain of discrimination call hud toll-
free at 1-900-669-9777. the toll-free tele phone number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-927-9275. equal housing opportunity

Call
815-369-4112

for details
on placing an ad

Time To
Sell Your 
Home?

42
27

91

Landscape 
Materials

NEED A PLACE TO DUMP OLD 
MASONRY OR CONCRETE?

Contact Bill Dietz - Lena
815-369-4334

bddietz@outlook.com

473893

The Jim Dvorak Collection

10 am CT, Saturday, July 19
Model A Cars & Parts Auction

DonleyAuctions.com

Preview noon-7 pm on Friday, July 18

Live in Union, Illinois & Online at

Always Accepting Quality Consignments
8512 S. Union Road • 815-923-7000

47
42

07
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CELEBRATING 20 YEARS

0%
FINANCING
OPTIONS

AVAILABLE*

WINDOWS INCL. EGRESS • SIDING • DOORS
Lifetime Warranty • Professionally Trained Installers

“Not only do we 
stand behind our
windows, we 
stand on
them!”

Local Owner,
Scott
Williamson

Se Habla
Español

AMERICA’S LARGEST
HOME IMPROVEMENT COMPANY

Locally Owned & Operated
Professional & Insured Crews

True Lifetime Warranties, Guaranteed Forever!

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS FOR 20 YEARS

Call Today For Your FREE ESTIMATE

www.windowworldrockford.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 am-5 pm; Sat. 9 am-Noon

*Please see a team member or our website for details

®

815-395-1333
6010 Forest Hills Rd.

Rockford, IL

Answers

PUZZLE 1 PUZZLE 2

CROSSWORD

LocaL news on-Line
rvpnews.

com

Illinois State Police investigating 
non-fatal officer-involved shooting

 The Illinois State Police (ISP) 
Division of Criminal Investiga-
tion Zone 2 continues its inves-
tigation into a non-fatal shooting 
in Savanna at the request of the 
Carroll County Sheriff’s Office.   
Today, the suspect involved in 
the non-fatal shooting, 59-year-
old Mark Feltmeyer of Freeport, 
IL was taken into custody. Felt-
meyer was charged with Posses-
sion of a Stolen Motor Vehicle 
(Class 2 Felony), three counts 
of Criminal Damage to Govern-
ment Supported Property (Class 
3 Felony), Criminal Damage to 
Property (Class 3 Felony), Ag-
gravated Fleeing and Attempt-

ing to Elude a Peace Officer 
(Class 4 Felony), two counts 
of Aggravated Assault – Peace 
Officer (Class 4 Felony), Driv-
ing While License Suspended 
(Class A Misdemeanor) and 
two counts of Resisting or Ob-
structing a Police Officer (Class 
A Misdemeanor) by the Carroll 
County State’s Attorney.

 On June 25, 2025, around 
10:19 p.m., Freeport Police De-
partment officers responded to a 
report of a suspected stolen vehi-
cle. Officers located the vehicle 
and attempted a traffic stop, but 
the vehicle fled.   Later that eve-
ning, Jo Daviess County Sher-

iff’s Office deputies located the 
vehicle in Hanover and officers 
engaged in a short pursuit, but 
the vehicle fled a second time. 
The vehicle was located again 
near Savanna around 3:40 a.m. 
on June 26, 2026, and officers 
and deputies from the Carroll 
County Sheriff’s Office, Mount 
Carroll Police Department, and 
the Savanna Police Department 
engaged in a pursuit. Feltmeyer 
came to a stop near the inter-
section of Webster and Main 
Street where officers on scene 
attempted to place Feltmeyer 
in custody. Feltmeyer resisted 
arrest, which resulted in squad 

car damage, officers discharging 
their weapons, and Feltmeyer 
being struck by gunfire. The 
pursuit continued but later end-
ed near the intersection of Chi-
cago Avenue and Gilbert Street. 
Feltmeyer was transported to an 
area hospital, but has since been 
released and is now in custody at 
the Stephenson County jail.

This investigation into the 
shooting is open and ongoing. 
When complete, ISP will submit 
all evidence and facts for review 
to the Carroll County State’s At-
torney’s Office. No additional 
information is available at this 
time.

Getting Started with 
Cover Crops program 

slated for August 5
 Join University of Illinois Extension for a program 

on “Getting Started with Cover Crops”. This program 
is taking place from 8 to 11:45 a.m. on Tuesday, Aug. 5 
at the Stockton Public Library, 140 W. Benton Avenue, 
Stockton, IL. Doors will open at 7:50 a.m. This program 
is being offered free of charge, but pre-registration is 
requested. To register or for more information call the 
Extension Office at 815-858-2273 or visit us online 
at go.illinois.edu/jsw. 

 The benefits of cover crops are widely known, but 
information on getting started with cover cropping isn’t 
as extensively covered. This program is designed to 
equip you with the knowledge you need to determine 
if cover cropping is right for you and how best to get 
started.

 During this program, participants will learn about the 
benefits of cover crops in addition to how to select and 
manage them via presentations from Illinois Extension 
Commercial Agriculture Educator, Kathryn Seebruck, 
who serves Jo Daviess, Stephenson, and Winnebago 
counties. Natural Resource and Conservation Service 
(NRCS) soil conservationist, Abby Mielke, will 
provide information on cost-share programs that can 
help alleviate the economic burden of taking on this 
new practice, and Nicole Haverback, a Nutrient Loss 
Reduction Strategy outreach associate with Illinois 
Extension, will inform participants of the effects of cover 
cropping on nutrient loss reduction. The program will 
also feature a panel of local farmers who use cover crops, 
enabling participants to learn from their experiences and 
ask questions.

 If in need of a reasonable accommodation to 
participate in this program please contact the Extension 
Office at 815-858-2273. Early requests are strongly 
encouraged.
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If you live in Lena, you can receive the Shopper’s Guide every week by email or 
mail for FREE!

Free delivery is available in Lena by mail or email when requested. As an 
alternative to mail, a free Digital eSubscription will be available by request. A link 
to your eSubscription will be emailed to you every 
week.

Now is your chance to get your hometown news 
before the newspaper is hot off the press! The 
Shopper’s Guide eSubscription can be read on 
a computer, laptop or tablet. To continue free 
delivery by email or mail and avoid missing 
any issues, return your form 
today!

There will be no 
telemarketing calls, no strings 
attached, just convenient, free 
delivery compliments of our advertisers.

458572

Receive your FREE copy of 
the Shopper’s Guide every 

week by email or mail!

____ Yes. I want an eSubscription! I would like to receive 
the Shopper’s Guide by email, for 3 years at no charge. My 
weekly link lets me get the newspaper before mail home 
delivery.
____ Yes. I would like to receive FREE home delivery of The 
Shopper’s Guide by mail to my Lena address, for 3 years at 
no charge.

Please call for mail subscription rates outside of Lena.

Name_________________________________________________ Date:_________________
Address: _______________________________________ Phone:______________________
Email:_____________________________ Signature:________________________________

Mail to: The Shopper’s Guide, c/o Rock Valley Publishing, 1102 Ann St., 
Delavan, WI 53115 OR send by email to: scoopshopper@rvpublishing.com

For subscription rates outside of Lena, IL please call 815-369-4112
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24-HOUR SERVICE ON ALL BRANDS

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

www.superiorhvacservices.com

New installation • Remodeling
Routine maintenance • Repairs

409646
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Serving the communities in Stephenson County
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ACCIDENTS HAPPEN!
Let us take the worry out of having your vehicle repaired.

301 Dodds Drive, Lena, IL

815-369-4148

g Free Estimates
g Certified Technicians
g Free Pickup & Delivery
g All Insurance Welcome
g Free Car Rental
g Competitive Rates
g Lifetime Guarantee

 Alaina Dinderman (Snappy Snazzers) wins the Dairy Showman of Showman class. 
Youth in Stephenson County exhibited 4-H projects this past month at various shows 
held out at the Stephenson County Fairgrounds and at the Stephenson County Farm 
Bureau. For more photos, see inside.

Panthers building 
back in hopes 
of another 
postseason run
By Trenten Scheidegger
CORRESPONDENT

 Excluding the 2020 Covid 
year, the Lena-Winslow Pan-
thers have won three consec-
utive Illinois Class 1A State 
Football Titles.  Although the 
Panthers lost a majority of last 
year’s squad, many believe Le-
Win has what it takes to make 
another deep postseason run. 

 “We lost 10 starters on de-
fense and eight starters on of-
fense,” Lena-Winslow head 
coach Ric Arand shared just 
before practice for the 2023 
season started.  Arand is enter-
ing his 27th season as the Pan-
thers’ head coach.  The expe-
rienced instructor will have to 
find a way to take a roster filled 
mostly with new faces and help 
them reach their full potential 
once again.  

 If anyone is capable of do-
ing that, it’s Arand.  Through 
26 years, Arand holds a career 
record of 234-66.  More than 
Arand, the Panther-Strong pro-
gram has set the standard for 
winning across Illinois High 
School Football.  Not only 
have they captured three con-
secutive titles, but six in total.  
The Panthers have stamped 
their name in the Illinois histo-
ry books and this 2023 squad is 
hoping to do much of the same. 

 Despite losing so many to 
graduation, the Panthers still 
return some familiar names 

this season.  Gage Dunker 
gets plenty of action as he re-
turns as an outside lineback-
er on defense and the team’s 
fullback on offense.  Dunker, 
the younger brother of Gen-
nings Dunker, who is now on 
the Iowa Hawkeyes, looks to 
lead the way for the Panthers.  
Dunker will have some famil-
iar faces blocking ahead of him 
as the Panthers return two start-
ing offensive linemen.  Odin 
Stabenow and Tanner Kempel 
will look to hold things down 
on the edge as the Panthers’ of-
fensive tackles.  

 Outside of that, howev-
er, Le-Win is going to have a 
plethora of new faces on the 
field in 2023.  “We need a lot 
of guys to step up and ma-
ture quickly to be successful,” 
Arand shared. 

 The Panthers will have 
to replace a number of guys 
along the line of scrimmage.  
Luke Kempel, Luke Staben-
ow, Brady Aurand, and Alex 
Packard will all be playing 
on the offensive and defen-
sive line.  Mason Spidahl and 
Quinn Rodebaugh will both 
get opportunities at tight end 
and defensive end as well.  Ca-
sey Klever also lines up at tight 
end on offense, but he’s off the 
line on the defensive side as an 
outside linebacker.  

SUBmITTED PHOTO Rock Valley Publishing

Stephenson County 4-H Fair winner See PantherS, Page 6

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

815-291-2866 • Lena, IL

New installation
Repairs • Remodeling
Routine maintenance

464883

BUSSIAN INSURANCE
PRICE • COVERAGE • SERVICE

Your Independent Agent for All Your Insurance Needs
815-369-4747 • www.bussianinsurance.com 413673

Joe Werhane
815-238-9020

Call for a 
Quote

Recruiting and retaining 
workers also continues to be a 
challenge for farmers.

“Of course, we cannot paint 
the full picture on this issue 
without talking about our em-
ployees, and many of those 
employees are like family, and 
they are aging right alongside 

us and that’s a problem be-
cause most Americans, they 
aren’t interested in working 
on our farms anymore, and 
they’re not interested in com-
ing back to the farm, despite 
the big investments that we’re 
making in recruiting people to 
come back to the farm,” Du-

vall said. “Congress needs to 
recognize the farm workers as 
essential to feeding and fuel-
ing our country. It’s time to 
modernize our outdated sys-
tem, and only Congress can 
meaningfully do that.”

 
This story was distributed 

through a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm Bureau 
and the Illinois Press Asso-
ciation. For more food and 
farming news, visit FarmWee-
kNow.com.

•	Farming		 (Continued from page 2)

State ends fiscal year with record revenue
Attention turns to volatile FY26 forecast as uncertainty continues

By Ben Szalinski
Capitol news illinois

Despite uncertainty over 
the economy and federal 
funding during the second 
half of fiscal year 2025, the 
year closed on June 30 with 
the state setting a new record 
for annual revenue.

Numbers compiled by the 
independent Commission on 
Government Forecasting and 
Accountability show FY25 
concluded with $54 billion in 
revenue, the most the state has 
ever received in a fiscal year. 
The state also brought in $717 
million more in revenue than 
lawmakers originally bud-
geted for when they passed a 
$53.3 billion budget in May 
2024.

All told, the final revenue 
numbers track closely with 
projections made in May by 

both COGFA and the Gover-
nor’s Office of Management 
and Budget that formed the 
basis of the FY26 budget. In 
other words, June revenues 
produced no surprises, and 
lawmakers aren’t sitting on 
any substantial surplus as the 
new fiscal year begins.

The record revenues also 
don’t alleviate any uncertain-
ty for the current or future 
fiscal years as Congress con-
siders drastic reductions to 
the social safety net and aid 
to states.

Causes of 
revenue growth

Strong personal income 
tax growth drove the reve-
nue increase in FY25, largely 
thanks to a “true up” conduct-
ed by the Department of Rev-
enue that reallocated business 

related income tax revenue 
into the personal income tax 
category. Personal income tax 
revenue was 10 percent high-
er than in FY24, but corporate 
income taxes declined by 9.5 
percent.

Some other revenue sourc-
es also saw minimal growth. 
Sales tax revenue grew by less 
than 1 percent, though COG-
FA noted it increased by near-
ly 3 percent in the second half 
of FY25 after a weak start last 
summer as gas prices dropped 
and people cut back on large 
purchases amid growing eco-
nomic uncertainty.

Federal income was also 
down 4.6 percent in FY25, 
even when excluding one-
time pandemic relief funds 
the state received in FY24. 
But in a bright spot for the 
state, COGFA found that state 

revenue sources grew more 
than anticipated to offset the 
$178 million decline in feder-
al revenue.

Despite solid revenue 
growth this year, questions 
remain about how well it will 
perform in FY26.

“Whether this record will 
be surpassed in FY 2026 re-
mains to be seen, though the 
FY 2026 enacted budget as-
sumes revenues of $55.297 
billion—nearly $1.3 billion 
above the FY 2025 final to-
tal,” COGFA Revenue Man-
ger Eric Noggle wrote.

Bills paid and 
money left over

The state also ended the fis-
cal year with $1.9 billion of 
cash in the General Revenue 
Fund after all bills were paid, 
according to the Comptroller 
Susana Mendoza’s office.

“We work hard each year 
to pay bills on time, build up 
the state’s emergency reserves 
and stress fiscal discipline, 
even in these uncertain times,” 
Mendoza said in a statement. 
“My office will strive for con-
tinued improvement in state 
finances and credit ratings in 
the new budget year.”

Mendoza’s office also put 
$256 million into the “rainy 

day” fund, growing it to a 
balance of $2.5 billion. The 
fund is expected to grow at a 
slower rate in FY26, howev-
er, as lawmakers suspended a 
monthly transfer that will free 
up $45 million.

With an extra cash balance 
to start the new fiscal year, 
Mendoza said she plans to 
pre-pay monthly pension pay-
ments for FY26. Lawmakers 
gave the comptroller author-
ity last year to make pension 
payments earlier in the year 
rather than on a monthly basis 
when extra money is avail-
able.

“This will enable the sys-
tems to plan accordingly and 
keep additional dollars in 
their investment portfolios 
into the new budget year,” 
Mendoza said.

An uncertain future
With good new concluding 

FY25, attention now turns to 
FY26, which began July 1, 
and the vast uncertainty the 
state faces from budget talks 
in Congress and the econom-
ic fallout of decisions by the 
Trump administration.

Gov. JB Pritzker signed a 
$55.1 billion spending plan in 
mid-June that relies on $55.3 
billion in revenue. It’s the 

largest budget in state history 
despite minimal discretionary 
spending growth, and it relies 
on $1.2 billion of tax increas-
es or one-time revenues.

But state lawmakers have 
left the door open to the pos-
sibility that changes Congress 
makes to federal funding that 
requires states to cover great-
er portions of government 
programs and ceases funding 
in certain areas will require 
lawmakers to change the bud-
get.

“The ability of the state to 
try to step in and try to miti-
gate the damage is somewhat 
limited, although we have the 
ability to do certain things and 
may have to in special session 
or we may have to in veto ses-
sion,” Pritzker told reporters 
in Peoria on Tuesday. “It’s a 
little hard to tell yet. Some of 
the provisions of this terrible 
bill in Washington, D.C. don’t 
go into effect until next year 
and so we’ll have to evaluate 
what changes to make in or-
der to deal with it.”

Work requirements for 
health care and food assis-
tance programs, cuts to Med-
icaid reimbursements and the 
elimination of clean energy 
tax credits could all require 
the state to take on more costs.

LocaL news on-Line
rvpnews.

com
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